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TO THE 
Mosr ExXcELLENT MajesTty 


Q F 
HENRIEFETTAMARIA 


Quren-MoOTHER 


OF 


ESP NE TER EH. " 


| COURT adorned with virtue, and 
+ ſanflified with piety.ts here, moſt Ex- 
CELLENT QUEEN Torr view pre- 
& ſented ; which having once already in 
pure and Native colours received lioh 
and life from the bright eye of Tour Royal Bro- 
THER, would gladly at this time, in a harſher lan- 
gnage and ruder garment,adventure Tour Fu: ac- 
ceptance. $35 
The ſjubjef? is ſerious, the diſcourſe PIG, . I 
proper for thoſe, who in Court ſo ſerve Priiees,ti8 
they negleft not an bumble achnowledoment to log 7 iu 5 
raafencent Greatneſs. eg 


- 


a 


- To the Qurex of Grrar Baran, 


It hath pleaſed GOD, as a ſingular favonr to 
this Kingdom, to afford us in Tour MaJjtsTy a | 
pions Queen, who exemplarly maketh good, what dif- 
faſedly is here handled. * Let then leſer lights borrow 
beams of radiance, from Tour greater Orbs; and per- 
ft Ton, Glorious Example of Virtne, to illuminate 
and heat our Northern Clime with celeſtial ardours. 

Add to earthly Crowns, heavenly Diadems of Piety. 

Here ſhall a HO LY COURT be found fairly 
delineated; nor can I ſee how it will be in the power 
of perſons of beſt eminence, to plead ignorance, and 
pretend inability, they having ſuch a Book to dire? | 

them, and ſuch a Oneen to follow. | 

- Lead then with alacrity, moſt Sacred Majrsry, 
and may propitions Heaven ſo proſper Tour Holy 
Deſires, that the Greateſt may have matter to imi- 
tate, and the whole Nation to admire. 
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SSSHIS Treatiſe of the Holineſs of Courts, beforc it be publiſhed, comes forth 
SS to behold the great and divine lights, wherewith God hath environed 
@S your Majeſty, whom he hath choſen out to ſanctific the COUR T, by 
SIIXD means of two refleions, which are, the Example of,your virtues, and the 
Authority of your Laws. As for example, You ſupply as much as in a Prince may be 
defired, who hath brought Inaocency into the Throne of Majeſty, as an earneſt-penny 
of Royalty, and whitened the very Flower-de-luces, by the purity of your heart and 
hands. This argument, in my opinion, ſhould powerfully operate in the hearts of 
French-men: For it would be a diſorder in Nature, to ſee bad Subjes under a good 
Prince, to plant Vice in the Kingdom of Virtue, and to have a body of morter, and 
feet of clay, affixed to an head of Gold, Ir is fit impudence ſhould be extremely 
ſhameleſs, not to bluſh, whe: the ſparkling luſtre of a Crown caſteth into the eyes the 
olimmering flaſhes of ſo great a Piety, 

Where example cannot reach, Kings have Laws, which are given them from Hea- 
ven, as hands of gold and iron,to recompence merits, and chaſtiſe crimes, And as your 
Majeſty, S1R, trom your moſt tender years, hath ſhewed a ſingular propenſion to the 
deteſtation of Impiety and maintenance of Juſtice that cauſeth me to fay, Your Ma: 
jelty hath great means to make the CO UR T effentially holy, which the diſability of 
my pen cannot expreſs but on paper, It is a work worthy of a Chriſtian King, who 
ſtandeth in the midſt of Kinys, and Nations, as heretofcre the ſtatue of the Syn in the 
midft of publick paſſages. 

Royal hands cannot be better employed, then to ere the Tropheys of Sanctity. 
That is it which all the firſt have done; CONSTANTINE in the Roman Empire, 
CLODOV AUS in France, RICAREDOUS in Spain, ETHELBERT in 
England, CANOTUS in Denmark, WENCESL AUS in Poland, 

All thoſe, who have taken that way, have been glorious in the memory of men : 
whilſt others , that have prepared Altars, and Tables to Fortune ( as ſaith the Prophet 
1/aiah) ereting Monarchy on humane Maxims, have built on the qunick-ſands of inaa- 
ginary greatnels, which hath ſerved them to no other purpoſe, but to meaſure their 
fall, Vice and voluptuouſneſs cannot immortalize men; fince they have nothing laſting 
in them, but the ſorrow of their infancy,and the infamy of their name, All the great- 
neſs and happineſs of a Prince, is to make in his virtues a vitible image of inviſibe Dis 
vinity ; then to imprint the ſame on his ſubjefts, as the Sun doth his brightneſs on the 
Rain-bowe. 

S1R,Your Majeſty knoweth it by proper experience ; God hath made you to read 
the decrees of good ſucceſs, written as it were; with the rayes of your piety. By how 
much the more you are atf-cted to the ſervice of the great Maſter, ſo much the more 
the good ſucceſs of affairs hath followed your defires, You have ſeen your battels end 
in bays, and the thorns of your travels to grow all up into Crowns, And as we are ever 
in this world to merit, ſo we ought to hope, that ſo many worthy acts will alſo with 


'time take theirjuſt increaſe ; and thar you ſhall ſow new virtues on earth, to reap felici- 


ties in Heaven : Laſtly, that he, who hath given you the entrance of Selomon into the 
Kingdom, will grant you the ext of Pavid, This is the vow which offeceth to God, 


SIR, Of Yor MAJESTY, 
T he m:ſt humble, moſt faith{ull, and obedient Subj, © 


a 2 N, Caussin, 


0 TI 
SO IT a Þ 


O F 
SIRS, 
@ HIS Work, as itis compoſed for your ſakes, offereth it ſelf 


to your hands, without bearing any other ornament on the 
brow, bur the refle&tion of Truth, any other recommendati- | 
$ on, then the worth of che ſubje&. Ir is not the abundant ſtore 
of ſanity in the Courts of our Age, which maketh this tiled the | 
HOLY COURT); bur this Frontiſ-piece onely carriech the name, be- 
' cauſe this Book bearcth the model, which verily with more caſe is moulded 
on paper, then printed onthe manners of men. Yet we may affirm, that 
God, who draweth the Sons of Abraham from the midſt of Flints and Rocks, 
doth in all places reſerve Saints for himſelf: and he that will conſider ir 
well, ſhall finde that in all times the Courts of zealous Princes have had 
their Martyrs, their Confeffors, their Virgins and Hermits. 

[ hayea purpoſe, when my leiſure will permit, to divulge the Lives of 
Kings, Princes, Lords, Men of Stare, and likewiſe alſo of Queens, Prin- 
celles, and Ladies, who, in the courle of the World, have flouriſhed in 
much Sanctity, beginning from the Court of David, and then concluding 
inourAge3 tothe end the multitude of examples may place the Sun in 
full ſplendour before their eyes, who take the greatneſs of their condition 
for pretext of their remiſneſs. 

For the preſent, becauſe Reaſon ſhould carry the Torch before Hiſtory, 
I will ſatisfie my felt wich publiſhing this Chriſtian Inſticucion, which 
treatethoftheMoTivEes and OBsTACLES men of Quality have to 
Perte&ion, with the practiſe of virtues, moſt ſuitable to their condition 3 - 
the whole attended by two Books of Hiſtories, that yery amply contain the , 
good andeyil of Courts. I conſecrate this {mall labour, at the feer of the 
Church, among ſo many worthy Writers, which make her wholly radi- 
ant in gold, not unlike that Bird, which,'as the Kings of Afia contributed 
great Treaſure tothe building of a Temple, ſhe having no other wealth, 
vent thither to preſent her Feathers, He 
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_ _TotheNosniLirtrof France. 

Itremaineth, SIRS, thatyou maketheCou  T holy, and you ſhall 
ſanRifie the World : your examples may do much therein; when you 
ſhall advance the Standard of Piety, a plentifull Train will follow. Be- 
hold how all thoſe, that have framed their fortune upon vice, haye buile 
on Abyſles ; they have ſowed Winde { as faith theProphet ) to reap Tem 
peſts; rheir hopes are crackt, as clouds ſwoln with the vyapours of the 
earth; and their felicity like a golden Statue hanged in the Air on a rotten 
Cable, hath melted upon their head. Never any man hath had good for- 
rune in impicty. He that loſeth. his Conſcience, hath nothing elſe to 
gainnor loſe: Nothing to gain, for that nothing remaineth for him, but 
unhappineſs; and nothing to loſe, becauſe he hath loſt himſelf. So many 
crimes and impieties daily float on the face of this Age, that you muſt 
ſtretch out your Arms againſt Iniquity. If you have your hearts fixed 
where God planted them, you ſhall place the confidence of well-doing, in 
the life of the moſt timorous3 and ſhame of ill-doing upon the brow of 
the moſt impudent. Your hands ſhall alwayes be in a cadineſs toover- 
throw vice, and your feet{hall not walk, but on Palms of Viftory. ; 

The Church extendeth her hands out to you, and imploreth the aid of 
your authority, and good examples. You are in the Houſe of God, as 
Foſeph in that of the Lord of Egypt. "The Maſter hath pur all into your 
hands, defile not the honour of his bed, fince with his finger he hath ima- 
printed the luſtre of his glory on your fronts. If you be among men, as 
Mountains over Valleys, be Mountains ef perfume, of which Solomon 
{peaketh in the Canticles; and not thoſe Hills of the Prophet Ofee, which 
have nothing bur ſnares, and gins, to ſerye for tumbling blocks to thoſe, 
whom they ſhould enlighten. It you be eleyated in the World, as cliffs 
above the Sea, be Watch-Towers,. not Rocks. If you be Stars, be Suns, 
to be the Chariets of light and life, and not Comets, to pour malignity 
on the four quarters of the World. Be ye aſſured, that how much the 
more you are united to God, ſo much the greater ſhall you be the more 
conformable you are to the will of the Sovereign Maſter, ſo much ſhall 


you behold the earth in contemptunder your feer, and Heayen in Crowns 
over your heads, 
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The D:s16N andOR oe of the Book] 


0 ſpeak properly,we have but two great Books, the Fcayen and the Bible, which 

never perf] ; The others have an Air, and a certain continuance among ſt men, 

and at the laſt arrive unto their period 5 But the moſt part of thoſe, who at this 

day do write, do come into the IVorld, as drops of raininto the Sea, of which the 

Ocean takes no notice, neither of their coming in, or their going out, In ſo preat a 

eroud of IVriters, I have put forth my firſt Tome of the Hoiyx CouRT, as under that con- 


{ideration, eſteemin:-that 1 brought but a little dew, into a great River, and having ſpoken ſome 


Truths by the way, 1 ſheuld bury my ſelf, from my birth, inthe Tomb of ſo many Books, which is 
excu/able by the law of neceſſity, and honourable by the multitude, and the qualities of thoſe that 
write, 

Howſoever I ſee that G6 OD, who governeth our lives and our pens, hath been pleaſed that 
this Work ſhould be had in ſome reſpeft, and having exceeded the merit of the Authour, it ſhould 
alſo exceed his hope, producing ſome frut, and withall ſome comfort ts my travels, which 1 can- 
not now judge to be ill employed, 

This hath again put my pen into my hand, to follow the continuation of it, to which ſo many per- 
fonages of Honour have brought ſo many reaſons to induce me, that having but little leiſure to un- 
dertake this ſecond Work, 1 have had the lefſe boldneſs to refuſe it, 

Thoſe whd complain, that my pen bath not [wiftly enough followed their deſires, are to remem- 
ber, that though Slowneſs be a mother alittle to be blamed, yet her Children are not deformed 3 
The brin»ing forth of good Books ought not to reſemble that of Birds, concerning which an Anci- 
ent writeth, that they come out of the Belty of their mother before they are born ; we ought to give 
them form, aud a long time to foſter them in the minde, before they appear in publick 3 For in 
precipitation it is a poor attempt to be able onely to hope for nothing, but to erre haſtily, to re: 
pent at leiſure, 1 do more fear the reproaches of precipitation, then deliberation, for in this 
mortal condition wherein we ltve, our moſt perfect Attions are but heavy aſſays, and the moſt 
groſs proof's of perfeition, | 

This may be ſaid without g' diminution to the merit of ſome celeſtial Spirits, who make 
promptitude and goodneſs to march together with an equal pace, it being not expedient, that thoſe 
who canno! ſo'low them, ſhould glory m the infirmities contrary to ſo great abilities, For me, 
T content my ſelf with the approvement and admiration of other mens works, reſerving nothing 
but induſtry for my 6wn, And though for all my pains I cannot of my ſelf finde in my own work 
{atisfattion to content the Readers, whom 1 acknowledge {o favourable to me, yet ſoit ts, that 
{ finde I have brought ſomething which bears ſome correſpondence with their deſires. 

This 1 can aſſure them, that the contrattion of the pregepts which 1 have drawn into [0 few 
words, being able to ſtretch them into Volumes, are not without their profit, and thas Hiſtories 
are made maſt choice of in that nature, where ( beſides their majeſty which layes forth the moſt 
ſpecious affairs of the Eſtate of Empires, ſince the beginning of their Chriſtiamſm) they have a 
certain ſweetneſs with them, which ſound ſpirits will finde to be [6 much advanced above all Fa- 
bles and Romances, as the pleaſures of Truth do ſurpaſs all iuſrons of Sorcerers. 

Yee (all here perpetually obſerve a great Theatre of the Divine Providence, where ( Ged 
knows) I bave no other Deſign, then to advance Virtue, and to veat down Vice, without refleftin 
on any of the Perſonages of theſe times, mo more then if I wrote under the Keign of Charle- 
maigune, or $, Lewis: 1 muſt entreat theſe ſpirits of Application, which know not how to behold 
a work, without making it ſubjeft to their own {ancies, imagining every letter tobe the Ecchoes of 
their own thoughts, that if they have any Commentary to produce, they would rather make a pls/s 
upon thetr own Dreams, then on my Books. IVelive not yet (God be thanked) im an age [o mi- 
ſerable, that we dare net ſacrifice to Truth without a diſguiſe, ſceing it i5 the glory of eur Gran- 
dees, that we may openly maks war againſt Vice, as againſt an enemy, and not of our party, 

For, to ſpeak kneerely, having laid my firſt Tome at the feet of the ſacred perſon of our great 
King, 4 conſidered what great and pliſtering lig)te ifere, were in all ther Orders, with bis 
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Court, which might ſerve as Models for my Treatiſe, but to avoid the afſeation of all com:- 
pliance with this World, I aid expreſly forbear it, my own nature and my long Robe baving ſo 
far eſtranged me from all worldly pretences, that it would be a aſeaſe unto me, but to [alute a 
man, if he had not Heaven and the Stars to return me fer it. 

A's concerning the manner of writing which 1 have obſerved, 1 ſhall eaſily confeſi unto my 
Reader, that it proceeded rather from my Genius, then from Art, and though 1 bave been curious 
enough to obſerve whatſoever the Greek or Komane Eloquence hath. happily brought forth, yet 1 
muſt acknowledge, that there is @ Ray of God bimſelf, which entring into our Jpirtt, and mingling 
with our nature, 1s more knowing and eſfectual, then all precepts whatſoever, And this [can 
affirm for the inſtruftion of youth, to thoſe who have demanded my actvice, concerning the qua: 
lities and conditions of (tiles, Jt is true, I have peraſ:d variety of Books, written m all Aves, 
and 1 have acknowledged that the moſt ſenſible among ſt them, have been raiſed both in their con. 
ceptions and their words, above the common reach, and alwayes without affetlation. Others have 
been paſſionately taken with ſome fine niceties, which are the capital Enemies to perſwaſion, and 
above all, tobe eſchewed in the Diſcourſes which are made of Piety, whoſe nerves they do in- 
feeble, and whoſe luſtres they do foil 5 we may ſee that thoſe, who from the Chair ds {peak 


unto us, either by account or by writing, although it be with terms diſcreet enouph ; yet they leave 


a leſſe impreſſion en our hearts, and ſometimes are ſo violently carried away to ſerve their oren 


reputation, that they forget their envagements to the Truth. IWe may obſerve ſome, who through 
too much ſpirit, ſeckout by-ways of conceptions of common ſenſe, and extravagant words, and 
ſo ſtrongly adore their awn thoughts, that they can ſuffer none but themſelves on their own paper, 
which is the cauſe, they ſeldom meet with the right uſe of humane underſtanding, being the true 
Citizens of Plato's Common-wealth, capable to controul all things, but to perform nothing, O- 
thers there are, whoglory in a ſterility, and are wilſully angry againſt God, becauſe m ſome 
part of the Heavens he placed ſo many ſtars. Theſe can endure nothing that is generous, with. 
out ſnarling or biting at it, They concetve Beauty and Light tobe blemiſhes, becauſe they are 
above their capacittes. Laſtly, there are ſome, who in their continual Allegations, do [0 lay 
forth themſelves in the praiſe of others, that they make their Diſtowrſes like thoſe piftures of 
Helena, which are all of gold: 'T here is nothing but Drapery to be | ſeen, you cannot aiſtinowſh 
the foot from the hand, nor the eye from the ear. But 1 will enter no further into the con{(dera- 
tion of our times, having learned rather to reſpett then cenſure the indifferent Works of our Wri- 
ters, But to ſpeak ſoundly, I never thoupht it expedient, either to perſwade unto, or to follow 
the [ame faſhions, And as in this work, I have not altogether renounced the learning and the 
ornaments, which I thought to be convenient, but have enchaſed them in it, ſo 1 would not fill 
my papers with Quotations and ſlrange Languages, this Labour being undertaken rather to per 
{wade the Great-ones unto Virtue, then to fill the Extraids and Anntations of the Students, 

I have ſo moderated the ſtyle, without letting my ſelf looſe to the embty language of Comple: 
ments, which had been beneath my Subjef. that 1 conceive I have rendredit caſie to be under- 
ſtood, even to thoſe appreben/ions which make no profeſſion at all of learning. 

It is the onely Deſign that I have, to [peak ſo as tobe underſtood, perſmading my ſelf, accor- 
ding to the ſaying of Philo, that Word aud Thought are two S1iſler-Grrmans, and that the 
youngeſt is born, onely to make the eldeſt known. I ſtuly more for woipht of ſentences, then for 
ernament of words, pretending nothing to the plory of mundane Quills, which we ſee every dey 
appear amongſt ſo many Authours of this Age, who would be more perfef, if they would apply 
themſelves to more grave ſubjetts, and in ſome faſhion imitate the Sun, who being admired 
throughout the whole world, doth not know how to admire it [elfF. 

Nevertheleſs it often comes to paſie, but not tothe more lofty Ilriters, who are ordinarily cn- 
dued with more modeſty, but to certain men extremely profane, to idulize their onon inventionc, 
to condemn all Treatiſes of worth, and toeſteem, that one cannot be elequent in our tongue, if 
he writes not Vanity or Impareneſs. 

Certainly, if a queſtion were made tojuloe of the French eloquence, the riches of Babylon 
are not ſo exquiſite, that they may ſtand in compariſon with the beauties of Sion, As long as 
lettrrs and men ſhall continue there ſhall continze the praiſes of ſo many excellent Pooks, which 
have come from the hands of ſo many I!luſfrious Prelates, and other qualified perſons, nay, and 
of the ſecular State, who have exerciſed their ſtyle on chaſte and honourable Arguments, and 
worthy all commendation, 1 ſpeak this by the way, having at this time no deſtgn to enlarge my 
ſelf on the recital of the number of thoſe able men, who have now the pen in their hands. nor 
praiſe thoſe of my own Robe, who have given their baly Labours 10 the publick, and who 1 know 
may be followed by a great number of excellent Spirits :f the ſame Society, 


For 
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For that which concerns me, 1 am acquitted of my promiſe, and I concetoe, that I have ſuf- 
ficiently expreſſed in theſe two Ve olumes, the whole reach of my Deſign 5 for the reſt, 1 conceive 
that the Books of Devotion which are to be made publick, ought to be rare, and tobe very well 
digeſted, becauſe there is already extant ſo great a number of them, that the number of the Au- 
thours will ſuddenly exceed the number of the Readers. 

Satety will caſt a cloud on the brighteſt Beauties, and though a thing may be very good, yet 
we ought not to ſurfet with the exceſi thercof, for fear that good Offices be turned into mt[- 
priſtons, and Charity render it [elf too importunate. But ſo tt 25, that we muſt confeſs that 
Pieces well-wroupht are never ſeen in ſo great a number, as to bring any faſttatouſneſs to them 
who do know their merit. 

Here do I ſlop my pen, and if there appears any worth in this Volume, T look upon it as on 
the Mirrour planted en the Wall of a T emple 1m Arcadia, where thoſe that beheld it, in ſtead of 
their own face, ſaw the repreſentation of the Divinity which they adored, 

Even [on all this which may bring any profit to the Reader, 1 ſee nothins of my own, but 1 
acknoroledge the Father of Lge who ts the Beginning and the Fnd of all which we do make 
prarſe-worthy. And 1 beſeesh him, if there be found any thing attraflive in theſe Diſcourſes, 
that He will, like the [ 6ad-ſtene, draw up the Readers, and carry them to the love of their 
Creatorr, to whom is due the tribute of all honour, as to him who is the Beginning of all Perfe. 
fion. Itis indeed the onely conſolation which we can receive from our labours. For, not to diſc 
ſemble the Truth, he that cares more to write thento live, flattering his pen, and neglefing his 
conſtience, (hall have work enough to defend himfelf from the Scurf, the Rat, and from Oblivion, 
And when in a paſſunate life he ſhall carry with him the applauſes of the Vorld, tt ſhall be as a 
ſmall ſacrifice unto him of {moak abroad, to lodge a fire and tempeſt in bis own houſe, 

It is reported, that the Stars contribute their beams to enlighten the Infernals, and I can af- 
firm, that all the lights of Underſtanding and Reputation fhall ſerve onely to inflame the tor. 
ments of a reprobate ſoul, who ſhall ſhut his eyes againſt God, to open them onely to let in Vanity, 

In the end, after many Editions of the HoLv.CouRT, as 1 defired here to put the laſt 
hand to it, I amnow retired into the ſolitary place of Quinpercorentin, for the love of the 
truth ; where the honeſty of the Inhabitants have made me to finde it as my Countrey, which other 
men have taken for a place of baniſhment : T here on the banks of the Ocean, at the feet of a 
Saint, who is the Tutelar of the Village, perceiving that God had ſiveetned to me all the bitter- 
neſs both of men and of the tumer, by the enfuſ;on of his Paternal Conſolation, 1 have compoſed 
more Treati/es, both of Doftrine and Piety, to render in fome ' ſort my fulence profitable to the 
publick, of which one day 1 will gzve a good account unto my Readers, if God ſhall grant me life. 

Among ſt other thinzs, 1 have Hipeſted into good order, this IWork of the Ho.y CourT, 
and I have enriched it with a remarkable Augmentation of the Lives and Elogies of the 11luſtri- 
ous Perſonages at Court, as well in the Old as the New Teſtament, 

Now I do produce it to the light, after that by the fingular favour of Heaven, the obſtacles 
are removed, and Truth acknowledged on the Throne of | ights, with which God hath round en- 
vironed it, 
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Goſpels, and Particulars of our Savionk's 


Paſsion, mentioned in the EnTzgrTAIinMENTS of 
LEN T, with their Moralities and Aſpirations. 


Pon the words of Genefis,cap,z, Thou 
art duſt, and to duſt thou ſhalt re- 


turn, page 483 
Upon the Goſpel of $S. Matthew, cap, 6, Of 
hypocritical faſting, ib, 


7)pon S, Matthew the 18. Of the Centurions 
words, O LordI am not worthy 484 
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refed to pray for our enemies, - _ 
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ger at ſca, ibid. 
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ng tempted in the deſart, 486 
Upon S, Matthew the 25, Of the Fudgement- 
aay. 7 
ae S. Matthew the 21, Jeſus drove out the 
buyers and ſellers out of the Temple 488 
pen S, Matthew the 12, The Phariſees de- 
mand a [ion of Jeſus, ibid. 
Upon S, Matthew 15, Of the woman of | 
Canaan. 3g 
Upon S:; John the 5. 
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490 
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* tron of our Lord, ibid. 
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Phariſees fit in Moſes Chair, believe 
therefore what they ſay. 492 
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wife of Zebedee, for her ſons James and 


John. 49 3| 
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THE 


HOLY COURT. 


FIRST 


BOOK. 


Of Reaſons, which ſhould excite men of Quality 
to Chriſtian Perfection. 


—_— - — — 


That the COURT and DEvOT1 ON are not things incompatible. 


The FounNDAT1ON of this TREATISE. 


gz He wiſe Hebrews have obſerved a 
matter worthy of conſideration for 
the direction of Great-ones, to wit, 
that between the bed of the Kings of 
DIS ?adea, and the Altar of God, there 
ag was but one ſingle wall , and they add, that David, 
paricem One of the molt holy Monarchs, had reſerved for 
Teng's $*- biraſelf a ſecret Poſtern, through which he paſſed 


traxie pale- from his chamber to the houſe of God, that is to ſay, 


A notable 


fra; afflictions, and an Arcenal for his battels. They ſay 
on of the likewiſe, he left the key of this ſacred Poſtern to his 
Hebrews. Poſterity,a key a henked times more pretious then 
Fortune, the golden Goddeſs of the Romans, giving 
toit the 1mitarion of his virtue as an everlaſting in- 
Parar2-23 heritance. Achaz was be, who, ſtopping up the gate 
"«a Tee Of the Temple,ſhut againſt himſelf the gates of Gods 
pls, mercy, and thereby opened the paſſage to his own 
confuſion. This is to inſtru Princes, and all Perſons 


. Such Diſcourſes are often maintained with more The 4n- 


fervour of cloquence,then colour of truth, For, to 
ſpeak ſincerely, the Court is a fair School of virtue, 
fr thoſe,who know how 10 uſc it wel.In great Seas 
great Fiſhes are to be found; and in ample fortunes, 
goodly ,and heroick virtues, This Propoſirtion,which 
putteth an incompatibility of devotion, and ſanRity 
into the life of men of eminency, ſeemeth ro me yer 

exorbitant for three reaſons. The firſt, for that it is 


rin the Tabernacle; which ſerved as a SanQtuary for his 10 injuriousto-God : the ſecond prejudicialto hamane 


WETs 


ſociety : 'and the third ſheweth it to be falſe by the — 
De- 


experience'of all Ages, To prove theſe three veri-/The 


fence of 
the Court, 


ties is' to ruin it iti the foundations: the proofs 
whereof are caſie enough, which we will begin to 
glance at, that hereafter we may deduce them more 
at length. For, as concerning: the firſt, it cannot be 
denied to be'a great injury to Almighty God, to 
ſtrike at his heavenly,and paternal providence. This 
is to touch him in the apple of his eye, and in the 


of quality, that as the element of Birds is the air,and 20 thing; which he eſteemerh moſt precious. Now;ſo it 


water of Fiſhes, ſo the element of great ſpirits,if they 
will not betray their own nature, nor belie their 
profeſſion, is piety. 

Yer —_— it is a wonder, how the 

Court, where the moſt noble ſpirits ſhould reſide, 

hath in all Ages been cried down in matter of virtue. 

You will ſay, hearing thoſe ſpeak, who make many 

_ fair, and formal deſcriptions of rhe maners of Cour. 

An am; tiers, That the Court is nothing elſe bur a den of 
nition of darkneſs, where the heavens, and ſtars are not ſcen, 
the Court» but through a little crevis : That it is a Mill, (as the 
aw ent Antients held it) always skreaking,with a perpetual 
ancient Clatter,where men,enchained asBeaſts of labour ,are 
Authors. condemned to turn the ſtones : Thar itis a priſon of 
{laves,who are all tied in the golden Guives of ſpeci- 

ons ſervitude, yet in this glitter ſuffer themſelves ro 


be gnawn by the vermine of paſſion : Thar it is a 


liſt,where the Combatants are mad, their arms no- 


thing bur fury, their prize ſmoke,their carreer glaſ- 


is,this Maxim,which eſtabliſheth an impoſlibility of 


devotion, the firſt wheel of virtue, in the life of 


Great-ones, imputeth a great defe&t unto the g0- 
vernment of God, The divine providence isa skiltull 
poſie-maker,who knowerh artifically how to mingle 
all ſorts of flowers to make the Noſegay of the 
eleR,called in holy Ecripture Faſcicalm viventium. 
It conſtiruteth the different maners of lives,different 
qualities, and conditions. . It leadeth men by divers 


of their State, and by this mears frameth the Court 
of Great-ones: bur if after it hath ſo made,and com- 
poſed them as of the lower, and choice of men, it 
ſhould abandon them in the tempeſt, without pole- 
ſtar, without rudder, without Pilor, were not this 
with notable deformity to fail in one of the prime 
piecegÞt irs workman-ſhip 2 Judge your ſelf. 

For the ſecond Reaſon, it is moſt evident, that to 


ſte Ice, and utmoſt bounds bur precipices : Thar it is 4o further this impoſlibility of devotion, inthe courſe 


the houſe of Circes,where reaſonable creatures are 
transformed into ſavage Beaſts, where Buls gore, 
Lions roar, Dogs worry one another, Vipers hif*s, 
and Baſilisks carry death in their looks: Thar ir is the 
houſe of winds,a perpetual tempeſt on the firmland, 
ſhipwrack- without water, where veſſels are. ſplic 
even in the haven of hope : Briefly, thar it is a place 
where, vice reigneth by nature,muſery by necellity, 
and if virtue be found there, ir is but by miracle, 


of Courtiers lives,is to caſt them,through deſpair of 
all virtues (which cannot fubfiſt withour piety) into 
the liberty of all vices, which they will hold, not as 
extravagant fallies of ſrailty, but as the form of a 
neceſſary portion of their profeſ:ton. And as the 
rank they hold maketh them tranſcend other men, 
who willingly tie themſelves to the maners,and affe- 
ions of thoſe, on whom they fee their fortunes 
depcnd.thar would be,as it were by a neceſſary law, 

ro 


30 ways to the ſame Port, It is that, which maketh Rt 25 
Kings to reign,and giverh them officers as members 


: 
: 


To conclude for the third Reaſon, this Propoſiti- 
on is manifeſtly contradicted by an infinite number 
of Examples;of ſo many Kings and Princes,of ſo ma- 
ny worthy Lords and Ladies,who living in the Oce- 
an of the world, as the mother Pearls by the dew of 
heaven, have preſerved, and do yet ſtill preſerve 
themſelves for ever in admirable purity, and in ſuch 
heroick virtues, that they cannot _ ſo much won- 
der on earth, but they ſhall fin 
more recompenſe. This is it, which intend to pro- 
duce inthis Treatiſe of the Holy Cowrt, after I have 
informed the mind with good and lively reaſons, 
which, asT hope, by the grace of the Holy Spirit of 
God, ſhall make all perſons of quality to behold 


they do infinite wrong to take the ſplendour of their 


condition for a veil of their impieties, and imper. 
fetions. Virtue is a marvellous work-woman, who 
can make Mercyry of any wood, yea, ſhould the 


difficulty be great,the vitory would be more glori- 20 


ous : but all the caſineſs thereof is in their own 
hands,and the obligations they have to tend to per» 
fection are no leſs important then thoſe of Hermits, 
as I intend ſhall appear in the proceſs of this Diſ- 
courſe, 


The firſt Mo TIvVE. 


Of the obligation, which ſecular men, and eſþe- 
ctally perſons 
grounded upen the name of Chriſttan, 


A Great abuſe is crept into the minds of ſecular 
perſons, who hold vice in predominance, and 
virtue under controle, It is in that they eſteem 
Chriſtian perfeRion as a Bird our of their reach,and 
a quality diſ-proportionable to their eſtate. As for 
m7 ſelf (faith one of theſe) 1 have made previſion of 
virtae = be my quality.1 pretend not to be a St, 
Francis, wor to 

IT find there is no life but with the living, and to hold 
T ime by the fore-lock while I can. Let our pleaſures 
take that ſcope, whicb nature preſenteth tothem & were 
We as wicked as Judas,if we have the faith of St.Peter, 
the mercy of God pardoneth all. An 1mpertinent diſ- 
courſe, as I will hereafter declare. On the other fide, 
there are women, who chatter, and ſay : will not be 
4 St. Tereſa, it is not my intention to be canonized. 1 
love better to ſee my Diamonds in my life ſitter 0n 1m) 


Þngers, then to carry them after my death on my Sta- 50 poverty, chaſtity, 


tes. Thbetter love a little perfume whileſt I yet breath 
air then all the Arabian edowrs after my death. I will 
have noextaſies, nor raptares. It is enongh for me to 
wallow in the world, 1 may as Well go to Paradiſe by 
land as by water. Such words are very impure in the 
mouth of a Chriſtian, nay, ſo prejudicial to eternal 
ſalvation, that through the liberty of ſpeaking too 
much they take away all hope of doing wel.For pur- 
ſaing the tender effeminacy of that ſpirit, they take 


The HOLY COURT. 1. Motive. Name of Chriſtian, 
to precipitate mankind into the gulf of corruption. 


of quality have to perfefton, 30 with his own hands upon 


rapt as & St.Paul to the third heaven, 40 


Part x, 


which you are net: and if you chance toſay,It is enough, 914" &- 
you are undone. Ard who are you that dare limit Suffict, pe= 
ifts ofGod?and who are you that ſay,] wil have but # #. , 
uch,or ſuch a degree of graces, I ſatisfy my ſelf with L_ 
ſuch a ſandtity,l have proceeded far enough in a ſpi- $. Aug*- 
ritual life, let us ſet up our ſtaff here > What wicked- {*- 
neſs is this ? Is not this to imitate that barbarous,and 
ſenſeleſs King,who caſt chains into the Sea,to tie the xerxe:. 
Ocean in fetters ? God hath given us an heart of a 


in heaven much 10 larger latitude then the heavens, which be will re. 


pleniſh with himſelf, and you will ſtraiten ir like a 
Snail, to lodge him-in narrow” bounds, whom the 
whole world cannot comprehend. Judge, if this pro- 
ceeding be not very unreaſonable, and if you yer 
doubr, weigh two or three Reaſons,which you ſhall 
find very'torcible, and by them you will conclude 
with me, you have no leſs obligation to be perfe, 
then the moſt retired Hermit, thar ever lived in the 
moſt horrid wilderneſs of Egypr. 

The firſt Reaſon I propoſe to underprop this aſ- 
ſertion is drawn from the nature and eſſence of per- 
fection, At what mark think you ſhould one aim to 
arrive to this ſcope?If I ſhould ſay,Will you be per- 
fet? bury your ſelf alive in a Sack, ou a Halter 
about your neck, go roaſt your ſelf in the fegrehi 
beams of the Sun, go roul your ſelf in Srow, 
thorns, this would make you admire,your hair {tand 
an-end, and blood congeal in your veins : but if one 
tell you, God hath as it were engrafted perfeRtion oo wr 

the ſweeteſt ſtock in the —_ love. 

world,what cauſe bave you of refuſal? Now foit is, 
as I ſay, There is nothing fo caſic as to love, the 
whole nature of the world is poured, and diſſolved 
into love: there is nothing ſo worthy to be beloved, 
a3 an obje, which incloſeth in the extent thereof all 
beauties and bounties imaginable ; which are the 
ſtrongeſt attraRtives of amity : yea, it forceth our 
affections with a ſweet violence ; to love is natural, 
not to love is monſtrous. | 

Then here admire the charms of Divinity, which 
hath placed all the perfeRion of man, in the love of 
his Creatour,and Saviour, to love an infinite good chryſo!. 
which one cannot hate, and not becomea Deyil, Sem. 94. 
St. Peter Chryſologus crieth out: A more delicate war- + jp 
fare never Was ſeen,then to conquer all by love, Ask, I cat corfli- 
pray, of all Divines, if Charity be not the quinteſ- +99 Ag 
ſence of perfe&tion? Ask of Religious men where cun#i ci. 
they pretend to place it? in fack-cloth, or hair. mini ve 
ſhirts? They will anſwer you, No. In the yows of {z.,1am. 
obedience? No. Theſe are moſt The war- 


fare of 


undoubted ways to perfetion, but they are not ©;6;ans 
love of delicate, 


properly perfe&ion. In what then? In t | 
God, which St. Irenex expreſſerh by a moſt elate 1:*3-11>4- 
Epithete , Eminextifimum chariſmatum, the moſt Exnentf: 
eminent of all the gitts of God. + Smmumcha- 
The Maſter of the Sentences, and ſome other Di- nem. 
vines have placed Charity ſo high(in which we eſta-. lencie of 
bliſh perfection) that they have preſumed to ſay, it ©*?- 


was the ſubſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, united, and as 


the meaſure of virtue very ſhort, and dif-proporti. 60 it were incorporated to man's ſoul ; adding, that as 


onable, their intentions being infirm, the works are 
likewiſe the more feeble,not ſquarely anſwering the 
model of knowledg ; from whence proceedeth a ge- 
neral corruption, 1 affirm,not all Chriſtians ought to 
embrace the perfection of S. Francis, & of $.Tereſa. 
No, Thereare ſome, whom the Divine providence 


Aue.Serm, Will dire by other aims.Bur I ſay that every Chri.- 
11. of the ſtianis obliged to level at perfe&tion, and if he hath 


Apoſile, 


Semper tibi 


diſpliceat 


. any other intention, he is in-danger to loſe himſelf 


quod e, f S, Anguſtine : Tow ſhall always be diſpleaſed with your 
ſelf for that which you are if you de fire to attain to that 


vis perv ent- 


ge ad id, 


lighc is called radical light in the Sun, light infuſed 

in bodies tranſparent, colour in bodies ,which we 

call coloured : in like manner this Charity, as it is 

( ſay they ) originally, and FRY in God, isthe 

Holy Ghoſt , as it is united to the ſubſtance of our 

ſoul, it is Grace , as it maketh fallies out upon our 

neighbour,it is Charity. OT \ 
This Dodtine is very ſubtile, and really Yiverh a Notable o- 

very high idea of the merit of Charity : but if we-fome vi- 


eternally. A bold ſaying, but it is the ſcntence of 70 would wholly examine it according to the ſtrict ri- viacs. 


gour of the Schools, and weigh it in St. Thomas his 
equal balance, we ſhall find Charity is not,to ſpeak 


properly, 


Book 1. 


properly, the Holy Ghoſt, but as it were the firſt 
ray of Divinity, which bringeth with it ſelf all perfe- 
ions, This beam, if you will, is as it were in your 
power ; God every day preſenteth it unto you, as 
freely as the Sun doth his light, it onely behoverh to 
will, it behoveth ſeriouſly once to reſolve to love an 
obje& ſo amiable, and then behold your ſelves per- 
fee. Notwithſtanding if you lay your hand on the 
bottom of your conſcience, you ſhall ever find it in 


The HOLY COURT. 


I. Motive. Name of Chriſtian, 3 
flowery crowns, which he bare on his head, his 
drunkenneſs, his unthrifty riots, and where is there 

a worldly woman at this day, whoat the end of a 
Sermon, enkindled with zeal, diffolyeth one picce 

of her gaudy dreſſings ? 

Behold on the other ſide Sparina, who faith in $. Swine. 

Ambroſe: 1 was 4 Gentile pred in the corruption of 

an age, where virtue was in declination, and vice on 

the rop of the wheel, I was endowed with an exqui- 


its proper intereſts, in humane reſpes, in intentis 1o ſite beauty, which by right of natural force gave me 


ons and affeions nothing ſincere,in the love of cre- 
atures. This isto coyn falſe money in matter of 
love; this isto put God under the Altar, and the 
love of himſelf above, that it may have the better 
part of incenſe. Whar think you of this indigniry ? 
See you not the obligation of being perfet ſtill re. 
maineth, but the effeR is ever pretermitted ? 

For the ſecond reaſon, I ſay , the perfecion of 


of Jeſus man conſiſteth in the imitation of God. Be Je perfett 


of Jeſus 
Chriſt, A- 
bridge- 
ment of 


Gregory Nyſſen aſſureth us, that this imitation is an 
Wiſdome. 


abridgment of all wiſdom, Now who is able to 
[= Re mount by force of wing, and flie into the boſom of 
Aus, ſeem the eternal Father, thence to draw a pourtrai& of 
& 7" his holineſſes? Certainly no creaturt can aſpire 
leftis perfe- thereto, And what I pray, hath God, allgoodneſs, 
#»: <f. .c. all wiſdome, done ? He hath imprinted all bis perfe- 
ſen” *  Rions upon our Saviour, the true figure of his ſub- 
xe241z::9 ſtance, asif one ſhould impreſs a golden ſeal upon 


The 219 pe 


woe a6t.. Virgin-wax ; which made Origes fay, his moſt ſacred 30 Lacedemonians, if fo hi 


ac humanity was as the foot-{tep and ſhadow of the 
Roe. Divinity, and agreed with it as equal well-made dy- 


the life of als with the Sun , whereupon the ſpirit of God call- 
Mee. . ethall Chriſtians, and ſaith to them , Imitate cou- 
of Jes, I ouſly, behold your Prototype, behold the mo. 


An excell- def of your ations. He ſaith not, Ihave two Ima- 
ent COncett 


of Origen, Bes Of my ſubſtance, I bave two Sons, I ſend them 
_ z. bothupontheearth, one ſhall be for men of emi- 
pyne- 


74. 7X" nencie,the other for the nultitude : Behold one de. 
lirer ee:dem licately curious, crowned with roſes for the Nobili. 
—_— ty : behold another crowned with thorns for the 
One ſame Vulgar. It is meer dotage to imagine it, And ſee 
Jeſus for you not, it is like ſottiſhneſs, ſince all'Chriſtians bear 


he.Nobl | ” 
and ple- the ſame name, the ſame livery, participate of the 


beiane. 
ſame Paradiſe, to think perfetion is not appointed 
but for a ſilly handful of men, ſeparated from ſecu- 
lar life, and that others are excluded ? Miſerable 
creatures, who to ſooth their own remiſneſs plant 

their own condemnation upon their foreheads ! 
Briefly to conclude, * the title and dignity of a 
Chriſtian draweth with it great and "uk obligati- 
ons,which you cannot countervail but with an exa&t 
endeavour of perfection. Do you think one requi- 
reth too much of you, who have been nouriſhed and 
rrained up in the Church of God,if you be demand- 
ed(at the leaſt)ro ſhew reſolution and courage to re» 
ſiſt a ſin,as ſome Aathens have done in their infide- 
lity? And to produce in groſs three examples, upon 
28s. S. Auſtine, Palemon, who telleth you : ' ] was an in- 
130, Gaith fidel; a young man deprived of the knoWleag of the true 
hy ng _ God, refooned over to all ſort of intemperance : wine, 
operi rriue- love, play, raſhneſs were the Chariot, which drew my 
rim, ſed 4- youth Wp doWnfal. I was ns ſooutr entered into the ſchole 
Volomon Of a Hefithen Philoſopher, as my ſelf, but b:h1ld,] was 
praiſed by wholly changed. And thou, O Chrittian, doſt thou 
5. 493%" think it will be lawfull for thee amongſt ſo many im- 


ſims, 


portant and forcibte inftru&ions; fo many enlighre- - 


fame God, the ſame Sacraments, and pretend to the' 


the key of hearts :and 1 ſeeing it was too much affe. 

ted, and courted by wanton eyes, and ſerved for a 
ſtumbling-block to chaſtity, I purpoſely made ſcars 

in my face, extinguiſhing with my bloud the flames 3; 4n*rY* 
of them that ſought me. For 1 loved better to ſeal honation 
my innocency, as with the ſeal of voluntary defor- 2 gin 
mity. then to poſſeſs a beauty, that ſerved onely as a 2;prmiea- 
bair for anothers luſt.O thou Chriſtian woman,who 1 /an#i- 


doſt paint thy ſelf with an ill intention, ſeeking to — - 


as your heavenly Father u perfc& : and very well $, 20 gain that by impoſture, which thou canſt not attain formen ir- 


by tfuth, and not ſatisfying thy ſelf with adulterat- omen 
ing thy beauty, ſpareſt not ro diſcover among com- ginis «fe | 
pany a ſcandalous nakednefs, to ſhew in thy breaſts m4» 
the impudence of thy forehead ! Conſider a little 
what thou wiltanſwer to thisPanym with all thy cu. 
rioſity,when her blood, her wounds, ſcars, her bean- 
ty disfigured, which ſerved as a facrifice to her cha- 
ſtity,ſhall accuſe thee before the inevitable tribunal, 
Behold likewiſe, Lycargas is eleted King of the Greatne®' 
bis ſead brother ſhould leave 77,7" 
no heir in his wives body. The perfidious and unna- 
tural Queen ſenderh this meſlage to the King new 
choſen : S1R, 1 am with childe,and, according ts the 
laws of the country, it may fall out the fruit of my body 
may ſnatch the Scepter out of your hands. ſee the king- 
dom is a dainty morſel, hard for them to diſgorge, why 
ence have ſwallowed it. If you will be wiſe in year own 
affair, I know a means by a potion, to put your crown in 


ſafety, and by anticipation, taking away the life of this 


Ts 


40 little creatare, ſettle yanur throxe for ever. Onely be 


mindeful of me your faithful hand-maid, who with loſs 
of my own blond tender this gratefal office. Hereupon 
Lycargusdeteſting in his heart the treachery of this 
ravenous ſhe-wolt,diſſembleth,and anſwereth:M a - 
DAM, Let the infant come into the world, be it male, 
or female, it importeth nat: we always ſhall find means 
enough, whenſoever we ſhall think, good, to ws rs: it, 
As ſoon as the childe was born,which proved a boy, 
he rook it in his arms, he aſſembled the Magiſtrates 


50 andpeople, and covering the lictle Creature with 


his royal Robe,faith: Sirs,long live juſtice,and loyalty, 
Beheld your K ing, I am but his vaſſal. O Chriſtian, 
what ſayeſt thou to this Pagan, that would not pur- 
chaſe a Kingdom by the ſinglefin of another ? Yer 
many times a little intereſt makes thee neglect all 
that which is divine in Faith, Juſtice, and Religion, 
It isnot required of thee thou ſhouldeſt be a S. Anto- 
»7,a Macariu:,an Angel of the deſert. Itis demand» 
ed of thee, that for God's honour thou ſhew ſome 


the three moſt ordinary tempratiors, behold, with 60 ſmall reſiſtance of fin, which theſe infidels have done 


for a ſhadow of virtue, and it ſhall ſuffice. Doſt 
thou not behold, that thou art enforce not onely 
for g00d faſhion, but for neceſlity to this Chriſtian 
pertetion, which thou imaginelt to be far ſepara- 
ted from thy condition ? 

Conclude(O ye Noble men)out. of this diſcourſe, 
that the obligation, which you. have to be perfect, is 
moſt evident, ſince you have Jz sus CHiRsT for 


a ſharer,thechargescafie;itconfiſting not but in lo» 


nings, ſo many inſpirations, to play the ſmith's old 70 ving a goodneſs, which one cannot hate, and which 


dos, andlie ſleeping under the anvile? This man 


here,upon the onely word of a man,layeth down his 


never any one can love, if he offer not the homage 
of his proper intereſt to his divine Majeſty, Behotd 
all perteRtion. A 2 The 
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The ſecond REAaS$S0O N, 
Drawn from Nobiltty, 


Ham in general declared the obligation all 
Chriſtans have to become __ , letusin 
particular behold the reaſons which invite Nobility 
to perfe&ion, I doubt not if you maturely ponder 
thoſe which I have to propoſe, you ſhall hind them 


no leſs obliged to the ſolid eminency of all Chriſti- 10 cious ſtones, which are of the ſame ſubſtance, one 


an virtues, than Hermits themſelves, and this by the 
right of their condition : fo as that which ſeemerh 
to enlarge their ſcope to a life of greater liberty, 
rather ſeryeth as a bourd of their dutie,and a bridle 
for their diſſolations. Let us take the firſt reaſon, 
which is their Nobility. It is an argument that can- 
nor proceed but from a low judgment, or a ſpirit 
ſoothed with its own effeminacie, to ſay he is Neble, 
be is a Cenrtier, he is a States-man ;, his quality tyeth 


II, Motive, 


Nebility, Part r, 
and Porters, Nor yet will I touch what might perti- er alters 


nently be diſputed, thar the ſouls of men extracted 797) ©” 
from the treaſures of Heaven,though they be all caſt mo» 14 net- 
in one mould, and be of the ſame kind ; may not. refed 
withſtanding be created by God with qualities very Tetrarch. 7. 
different, as we behold in the flowers of a beautiful *.4e rene 
meadow, which are of the ſame name and nature, a Lorry : 
very great diſproportion in figure, colour, and 0- of men , 
ther accidents: ſemblably between the ſtars and pre- —= 
will have a luſtre more ſparkling, another more dull 

and blunted, This maketh us probably believe, that 

the ſouls of men, when = are infuſed into bodies, 
alchough they be eſſentially marked with the ſame 

ſtamp, may have ſome accidental perfeRions one a- 

bove another , and that this great diverſitie which 

we obſerve therein, making one man appear of gold, 

anotker of lead,doth not onely depend on the varie- 


ties of Organs. Mercnry Triſmegiſtus was of this 0» ,,,__. 


hins net to perfeftion, his virtue maſt be meaſured by 20 pinion,when under the bark of a fable,he repreſent- Triſmeyg. in 


the ell of the world ,, if he were over virtmows, the ex- 
ee(s of his ſanflitie wonla be prejudicial to his fortune, 
What an extravagant humour is it to fix ignominie 
upon the front of Nobility in the firſt beginning ? 
He is Noble, he therefore ſhould be the leſs devout, 
and lefs virtuous. Change the Gamuth, and fay: He 
is Noble , he bath therefore the more obligation to 
be perfet. Nobility hath put the yoak of a happie 
neceſſity upon him, which he cannor ſhake off with- 


cd ſouls unto us which before they entered into the nd "x 
bodie, drank in the cup of ſpirit, not all of them, but cup of (pi- 
thoſe which happily encountred that fortunate ſuc.. tit. 

ceſs. For he feigneth, according to the inventions 

of his brain, that God ſendeth a meſſenger upon 

the earth, to wit, one of his Angels, who placerh a 

large cnp as big as (it is to be ſuppoſed) that of Se- 

mir amis was, which as lian reporteth, weighed a 
thouſand and four- ſcore pound : and this cup is full 


out much cowardize. And to make you thereby be- 3o of a celeſtial liquor, of power to make men ſubtile 


hold that Nobility is a bond of Chriſtian virtuein 
all eminencie, no man will deny but that by how 
much the more God giveth powerful, and effeual 
means to man to arrive at a good end, ſo much more 
_— he hath to carry himſelf with fervency of 
affection , and in caſe of failing, his negle& is made 
the more faulty. The Servant to whomthe Maſter 
tath given five talents to negotiate with, ought 
much more to profit and _ gain home, than he 
EIT that received but one ſingle talent. 
fc gift of 0ÞiS,if he will nor belie the light of nature ? Now fo 
God. itis; Great men have many more talents of God, 
Mie 2: for the traffick of virtues, than others have, and be- 
zalium mu hold the firſt of ali,” which is the happineſs of their 
"«, & pri- birth, An Oratour making a ſolemn Orartion in the 
wum wide- : : : Se : 
wr & ms Praile of Conſtantine the Great,in the Citie of Trier, 
cimum, in Jet fall theſe words: The firſt and greateſt gift of hea- 
lucem ſtatim p : 
ven, was to be born happy, and as ſoen to be in the liſts 


felicem we 


xire, Pane- of felicitie, as of nature. The Scripture it ſelf recom- 


Who can deny 49 abſolutely ſtupid, and extreamly 


and ſpiritual : the meſſenger maketh his proclama- 
tion, and faith to every ſou]: Up ſonl, drench thy , , , 
ſelf deeply, and drink. with all thy force in this cup of & pkg 
ſpirit. Fierexpon they drink, ſome more, ſome leſs, «« 7571 
which maketh a great diverſity of underſtandings, 
Some wholly abſtain, who when = bave entered 
into the body, have no other ſhare but the gifts of 
reaſon, which neceſſarily is a prerogative of their 
nature : but as for ſpirit they are deprived, as being 
allow, Itisa 
wonder how theſe ancient Sages bave pleaſed them- 
ſelves in theſe fabulous diſcourſes. Needeth there ſo 
much outward cover to give us this maxime, that all 
ſouls have not one and the ſame relation to acciden- 
tal qualities, though, as Ariſterle teacheth us, they 
are 1n their own eſſence, as unchangeable as num. 
bers in Arithmetick ? 

This diverſity of ſpirits preſuppoſed,one may fay, 
that great and noble men are more privileged from 


£7. £0n- mendeth Nobility in the perſons of the three valiant 50 the time of their birth, and that with ſome probabi- 


ſtant. 


Children, held in the Captivity of Baby/cs ; in that 


of Eliazar, and others. It is a wonder how S. Hie- 


rome inthe Epitaph of S. Paxla, bath not omitted 
that ſhe was deſcended from Agamemncn. Which 
would never have been mentioned, were it not.that 
Nobility. is valued amongſt the temporal goods, 
which are diſtributed to us by the providerce of Al- 
mighry God. Now that Nobility is a good inſtru- 
ment ro condu& to perfecion,appeareth by an irre- 


lity. So Philo hath given to Kings and Porentates, a 

double underſtanding, the one for the rule of them- a—_ 
ſelves, and the other for the government of their e.. fanding. 
ſtates. Bur not to ſooth the Nobility with feeble |, , 
and ſuperficial reaſons, it behoveth they know, that pron —_ 
alchough one ſhould admit this accidental diverſity de commun 
in the Oeconomie of humane ſpirits, yet would the == 2268 
conſequence not neceſſarily enſue, that they.always haps. | 
thereby ſhould be the berrer provided, God mak. 297 


panegyrs 


fragable reaſon, which IT intend to expreſs. I will nor 69 eth no difference of perſons in this diſtribution. Gas. 


fay what might be propoſed, and fortified by expe. 
rience, that the bodies of Noble and Gentlemen are 
ordinarily better compoſed, and as it were more de. 
licately moulded by the artfull hands of nature,thar 
they have their ſenſes more ſabtile, their ſpirirs more 
agile,their members better proportioned, their garb 
more gentile, and grace more accompliſhed : and 


Nobilit b. , - 
5-635 thatalltheſe prepare-afair ſhop for the ſoul, to ex- 
blood, erciſe her furRiors with greater liberty. Let us ra- 


There are ſpirits that have come into the world 
from among the cobwebs of a naſty cottage, who 
have filled Ages with admiration of their greatneſs. 
Others have been clothed in golden glitter and pur- 
ple, who have been miſerably ſtupid and dull : and 


 alrhough fortune dorh ſtil! hold to the oar, who de- 


ſerve to be at the ſtern; yea,and ſome be ar the ſtern 
who merit to be at the oar, yer the providence of 
God doth mannage it as beſt pieaſeth himſelf for 


ons” ther ſay with Perrarch : If Ncbility were mt tied bet qo certain ends, which our foreſight cannor penetrate 


pernodsm — 
ſangeis < to fleſh and blucd, it were a ſmall metter ; ſince it 18 
concoir. f very diflicalt to ditingr:h between the bloodef Ceſars 


«nb: ſorts 


with the beſt light. What infallible motive ſhall we 


then derive, to eſtabliſh the obligation which _ 
the 


- 


Book 1. 


the Nobility to virtue above others, ſince we rather 
ſeek weight of reaſon than colour ? Behold one 
which cannot well be denied by a well rectified 
judgment, Itis, that as God hath given to women, 
I know not what inſtin& of ſhametac'dneſs, which 
enforceth them asit were with a ſweet violence, to 
the defence of their honour , and this in themis fo 

erfull a touch from Heaven, that they cannot 
diſcharge themſelves thereof, rather they feel it in 


Shame- 
facedneſs 
of women. 


every part, unleſs they be wretchedly inſenſible. 10 yationes Noe. 


Tt. lib.z. Pliny affirmeth the ſame, who ſaith, their bodies 
os after dearh, float in ſuch poſture upon the waters, 
rant pudori THAT of hide the nakedneſs from humane eyes, 
cz per whereot nature, during life, bath been fo caretull, 
content” Evenas God hath ingrafted the love of modeſtie 
Where is upon this ſex, ſo likewiſe. he hath affixed a ſpur of 
the mo" honour upon the ſpirit of Noble-men. This is the 
the Nobiti- POuUrtraict of Phidias which cannot be taken away 


BO without breaking the Afizerva. This is the cha- 


The HOLY COURT. 11. Motive. Dignity. 


conſcience, by a brutiſh life drenched in wild paſſi- 

ons, and frameſt to thy felf under a head of gold, a 

foor of clay. God who breatheth on the intentions 

of men, reproveth fuch a Nobility: and though theſe 
mongrels ſhould make themſelves as white as$Swans, 

God eſteemeth them as black as Aſcors. All Nobi- yanoud us 
lity before this great Judg, is nothing in compariſon f' £w- 
of juſtice and perfeRtion, Yea ſoit 1s, that in Holy %,"..; 
Writ the Nobility of Noe is valued, He ſunt genes 1/7? 
Noe vir juſt ws trat atque perfeltug. 

Behold a marvellous manner (faith Saint Zohn Chry- 


ſoſtem) to delineate a Genealogie. The Scripture Nobility of 


beginneth and ſaith, Behold the Genealogie of Noe. where- 
It ſeemerh to make way through all the Patriarchs cry; is * 
from whom Noe was deſcended. It ſeemeth to Seo<l- 
make areherfal to us of all rheir titles and ſignories, 

of their aQts and atchievements: and preſently end- 

ethin ſaying, Will you know the Geneology of 
Noe ? he was a juſt man, and a perfeR. Behol all 


racer wherewith God will imprint virtue in them, 20 his Nobility. On which ſubjeR $. Ambroſe hath an s. mir. 


They are all naturally ſenſible in the points of hone- 
ſty, or elſe degenerate from their Nobilty. 
Behold, I pray you, the force and _ of this 
ſpar which God hath uſed for the good of Nobility. 
They would flic if it were poſſible to Heaven, and 
penetrate the depths, to avoid the leaſt ſtain of dif- 
honour, What flames aQually would not they go 
through, to what breaches, affaults, musket-ſhorg, 
to what images of death , which make nature to 
tremble with cold fear, do not they expoſe them- 
ſelves, to conſerve or acquire reputation ? The ſpi- 
rit of lies, ſeeing they cannot be altered in this ſpur 
of the inſeparable honour of their condition, what 
doth he 2 Not being able ro wre!t it from them, he 
rebateth the point ; nay rather he rebaterh the 
brain, and makes them place the point of honour in 
infamy, knowing very well that this is an effectual 
means to ruin them without diſcovery. A won- 
der! They rather will become Apoſtates ftrom Chri- 


excellent ſaying :' Nebility hath no better a charattey 1i. de Nee 
then that ef Sanitity : the r fo 
} + ace of men, are men, vt yinues the 
the race of Souls are virtnoas. race of 
Noblemen, if you defire to be eſteemed worthy —_ 4 
your rank, do not as thelittle Sea-crabs, who by gews,virs- 
chance finding the ſhels of great fiſhes emptie, en- 77's 
, . k efF s fic 
ter into.them without ſaying, by your leave, and j.minur 


make boaſts of a borrowed habitation. Cover not £m bom 
the giddie fantaſies and illufions of a ſpirit, drunk Jn 


mar m 


30 with ſelf-love, under a vain veil of Nobility. Rather genus virs- 


do as Boleſlaxs the fourth, King of Poland, who 77. 1. 
bearing the picture of his father, hanged about his a& of 2+- 
neck ina plate of gold, when he was to ſpeak or do =»; .. 
any thing of importance, he took this picture, and ;' 
kiſſing it, ſaid : Dear father, I wiſh I may not do 

any thing remif6ly, unworthy of thy name. Rather 

do as that brave Eleazar, mentioned in the Book _— > 
of Maccabees, who being aſſaulted with all ſort of © 
batteries, blandiſhments, menaces,and torments, to 


ſaniry,than from the ſpur of honour. They meet 4o make him counterfeit but one ſole ſin againſt his 


inthe field, cut one anothers throat, and emprt 
their quarrelsthrough the channels of their blood, 
for that they think the thing is honourable. Judg 
now, and conclude what 1 am to fay : if they would 
ſaffer this ſpar to parſue that courſe which God 
hath begun in their ſouls, perſwading themſelves 
what is moſt undoubted, that the moſt ignoble a& 
which a Gentleman can do, is to ſerve tin, would 
not they quickly become perfe&t ? Would not they 


own law, he fixed his eyes upon the true point of 
honour, upon the conſideration of bis Nobility. Ont 
alas (ſaid he to himſelf alone) the whiteneſs of that Ex<cVent 


f , . ſpecch of 
venerable hair, with which thy head is covered, after * goble 


it hath grown hoarie in'the exerciſe of thy religion, —- 
hath it not yct taught thee where the point of honour { Popes 
lies? It ts not enough for Eleazar, not to connterfeit gitare inge 
T7 : : - nite nobilts 
impiety, but to profeſs virtue ,, even at the price of his ""* On 


blood. Now Goa grant I may mot ſerve as 4 ftum- om, atque 4 


be invincible againſt all yices, and ever in poſſeſſj- 50 bling-bleck tothe youth of this City, fince God will px 0 


on of virtue? This argument is very ſtrong, and 
will admit no evaſion, Noble ſpirit, thou naturally 
loveſt honour more thanthy lite, and therein thou 
doſt well : Thou art a Chriftian, if thou wilt nor 

ans be. renouncethy bapciſm and the blood of thy Saviour, 

may their Chriſtianity teacheth thee that the highelt and moſt 

Noviltye {lid honour thou canſt ever pretend unto, is to put 
vice under foot, and virtue_over thy head, . why 
ſtayeſt thou to wake reſolution ? 


make this day a Theatre of my conſtancie. Iwill not arr 
belie the law of my Mater, I will nct diſnonour the «tw. 
Schole in Which I was bread and brought np. My ſonl 
ſoall flie oat of this body, wholy innocent, diſcharged of 
infidelity, into the boſom of my Anteſtorrs, and the ho- 
monr of my life ſhall be conveyed into the aſhes of my 
Tomb. 7 heſe words mixed with his blood, ſtopped 
his mouth and life with one and the ſame ſeal. 

Behold you not a Nobility worthy the fight of 


Unworthy that rhou arr, if thou goeſt about to 60 Angels, the imitation of great ſpirits, and the admi- 


tye Nobility to fleſhand blood, orto ſome old rot- 
ren ruins, to ſome Monuments, which cover a no- 
thing under the golden traces of an Fpitaph. Ridi- 
culous that thou arr, if with full mouth thou vanteſt 
a paper-Nobility, yea, which is not thine; asif a 
blind man ſhonld boalt his Grand-Father had had 
good eyes, and a ſtammerer that his great Grand- 
Father had been an excellent Oratour. Miſerable 
tharthou art, if after thy Anceſtours have planted 


oo pa l - » W., . endt quia . 
the French Lilies amongſt the Palms of Paleſtive, 70 of neceſlity it behoveth us to be virtuous, fince we ,,,z, 


cuutta fact- 
are perpetually diſcovered by the eyes of the great =w ance | 
== whom neither the bottomleſs abybs, *** wa 

NnOr cernemis. 


ſincerely led thereto with the zeal they bare to 
cher faith, thou berrayeſt religion, virtue, and 


ration of the whole World ? 


The third REASON. 


Drawn from the greatneſs and dignity 


Arr. Sol; 
of Gentlemen, + 


14. Nobss 


roaona indi. 


am Auguſtine bath ſpoken very prudently,dif- A 
Jcourſing tea younar bes God; to wir, thar#aque— —— 


Judg, 


6 Tie HOLY COURT, 


nor hell it ſelf hath darkneſs enough to hide us. 1f 
this exerciſe of the preſence of God were as familiar 
tO us as it is effecual, it would be a powerful mo. 
tive tocleanſe all the impurities of our intentions, 
and affections, and quickly would give us leave to 
arrive at the top of perfe&tion. A wiſe Hebrew ſaid 
very well, to extirpate fin fromthe earth, it beho- 
veth every one to figure himſelf a great eye, al- 
ways wakefnl upon our aCtions,an ear always open 


Wiſe 
Counſel, 
Kibbi in 
Apoptheg. 


Hebrz. 


to obſerve our words, an hand indefatigably ever 1o the honeſt enforcement of t 


writing and ſumtning up the accompt of our works, 
But ſeeing our ſoul,while it is in this mortal habita. 
tion, folded up in fleſh and bloud, ſtirs it ſelf but 
lazily to the conſideration of things purely ſpiritual, 
expecting the ſenſes, by which ſhe operateth, ſhould 
pive her the alarm; God, all-wiſe, all good, ſerverh 

imſelf with an efficacious means to fix us in the 
contemplation of his preſence, which is the conſide- 
ration of men in themſelves,the moſt perfe& images 


of God,that can be found in this great univerſe, By 20 younger days,after he had a lo 


how much the more we are encompaſſed, and as it 
were ſhot through with the eyes of beholders, who 
view, ſerving as witneſſes of our ations ; ſo much 
the more doth our obligation of perfection increaſe. 
Maxims The greater part of ſins are committed for want of 
':0; 7o4. Witneſſes , faith very pertinently a grave ancient 
rwrſi pecca» Writer. 1f Veuws ſhould make a veil of clouds to co- 
per thy Ps yer all her favourites,(as Fables imagined):he earth 
Sins com- would ſoon be filled with adulterers, and quick. 


III, Motive, 


Dignity. Part r, 

yon ptne__.pd in yaur mind, that ſo mony men as 

watch upon our ations are ſo many meſſengers of 

God,if you conſider them not as men, but as Angels 

of this Sovereign Majeſty, who are aſiigned for the 

inquiſition of your :&ions. 'This contemplation 

well imprinted in your ſpirit ſhall by little and lit. 

tle proceed , raritying the moſt = thoughts, as 

the Sun. beams do the vapours of the earth, and you 

ſhall change this neceſſity you have to do well, by 
boſe,who enlighten you, 

into a will fo free and diſ-intereſſed, that you will 

ever after put on areſolution to remain in the liſts 

of virtue, alchough all the world ſhould be blind, 

You will reſemble the zun, who placedin Heaven 

by the Creatour's hand,if happily he one day ſhould 

chance to have no ſpeRatours of his light, would 

ſhine as radiant for the eyes of a Piſmire,or filly Bee 

as for the greateſt King in the world. S. Auguſtine Aug. de 

maketh mention of an old Comedian, who in his ©'vit 26. 

timeplayed inthe Daw 4r- 

Comedies, which thoſe blind Idolaters had inftity- mw. 

ted to the honour of their gods, with the general «make 

applauſe of thE people, the glory thereof did ſo in- qwendic in 

toxicate him, that playing for the gods he ated all £7 

as for men : when he grew old, and nor ſo followed gba, guas 

by his ordinary troup of Auditours, he went to the _—_ -_ 

Capitol, and made much ado to play his Comedies nent 

alone before the ſtatues of his falſe gods : doing all »« 46- 

(faid he) then for the gods, and nothing for men. our. 


mitted for 1, become a Gomorrah. Nothing diſmantlethvice 30 If this poor Pagay had not failed in the principles of vation of 


want of 
witneſſes. 
Senecas 


-— 


© much as its own nakedneſs , take the mask from 
it, and you bereave it of the means of progreſſion, 
It isfrom this point I intend to draw the firſt rea» 
ſon, which bindeth the Nobility to Fon perfeQtion, 
eſpecially thoſe,who are of ſtate and dignity, ſeeing 
that how much the more they are eminent in ho- 
nour, ſo much the morethey are propoſed asan 
aim to the eyes of all the world. If alittle planet hap. 
pen to be eclipſed,who can tell the news thereof, but 


true Religion, he had hit the mark. It is true, men 5%; 42% 
many times ſerve to poliſh our ations , their pre- Comedian, 
ſence is to us a ſharp ſpur, which makes the ſpirit to 

leap, end bound beyond it ſelf, The like whereof 

is ſeen in Oratours, and Preachers, to whom their 
Auditorie ſometime ſerves as pipes to Organs, 

Such penetrate the clouds, born upon the wings of 

the wind, who otherwiſe had low flagged in the 

duſt, void of the eſtimation of men. Jt would be a 


ſome cold-foundred Mathematician, who perchance 40 miſerable vanity to have no other aim, then always 


beholdeth it in the ſhadie obſcurities of the night ? 

But if the leaſt change happen that may be to the 

Sun, every one lifteth his eye to Heaven , he can- 

not make a falſe ſtep, but the numberleſs numbers 

of men,which inhabit the four quarters of the earth, 

Lifcof Co obſerveit. Thelike thing is ſeenin the life of 
enlightned? Great men, and private perſons. If an Hermit in 
his Cell ſuffer himſelf to be tranſported upon ſome 
motion of choler,who knoweth it but his car, or ta- 


to play for men, and never for God. It is fit that 

all theſe creatures ſhould ſerve us for ladders, to 
mount up to Heaven. And this it is, wherein men | 

of ſtate, who are in eminent place, have much ad. 
vantage ; they are ina great Theatre, which is to 

them a powertul ſpur to do well , yea fo forcible, 

that it was a wonder admired by the judicious Caſ- , 

ſexs Longinus, to hear it ſaid, that a Grecian Ca. Longio, 
ptain, ſeeing himſelf in a dangerous encounter, in- 


ble? Andif it bea religious man in a Covent, his 5o volved in night and death, deſired not of God the 


imperfetions are manifeſted but to few , which 
would be of force to cheriſh their vices, if they did 
not take their aims rightly levelled towards God, 
But as for great ones, all the eyes of men are fixed 
upon them, nor can they ſuffer eclipſe butas ſuns , 
ſo darkning the whole world with their ſhadie ob. 
ſcurities, that they, who in their own errour have 
eyes of moles, are Arguſes and Lynxes to ſee and 
cenſure the ations of men of quality. . Great men 


ſafeguard of his life, but onely ſo much day as might 
ſuffice to ſee himſelf die valiantly, 

Behold the force of this motive, to give up a life, 
the moſt pretious thing in the whole world,to enjoy 
one glimmer of a day-light, which could ſerve to 
no other purpoſe, but to enlighten his death, Then, 
Noble-men, who are ſeated in dignity, I leave it to 
you to conclude, if you, perpetually being in the 
mid-day, and in the rays of ſo many as behold you, 


vitious, reſemble Kirg 0zias;they all carry their le- gg who illuſtrate your life, and make your death highr- 


proſie upon their forehead. Then I demand of you, 
this admitted, that they cannot hide themſelves no 
more then the Sun,aud that they all have honour in 
ſpecial recommendation, fearing the leaſt blemiſhes 
of fame;do you not behold them between the deſire 
of honor,and fear of contempr,as between the ham- 
mer and the anvile,enforced,as it were with a happy 
neceſſity to do well ſinceto do ill is ſo chargeable ? 


You will ſay unto me this intention were impure,” 
to carrie ones ſelf in praiſe-worthy aCtions by the -g 
paths of humane reſpe&s; to which I agree , but 
withall add, it may eafily be purged and freed, if 


—ro berthereunto {i 


ſom, have cauſe, or not, to ſ{lacken,or grow remiſs in 
the courſe of perfeCtion. 

For the ſecond reaſon I ſay,the foyl ſetteth off the 
ſparkling of the diamond , and greatneſsthe luſtre 
of virtue. How doth a man know what he is, if he 
ſee r.ot himſelf in the occaſions of good and ill? The 
triumph of virtue, as Plato ſaid very well, is to have Evi iliigte- 
ſin in power, and virtue in will. To beableto fin, 7.006 
ici attractive pleaſure;and-frarferei, 
yet not to commit it;this is all which a good mancan ern ; 
do. A ſolitary life is not alwaies laudable,ifit be not -» al 


cuided by divine and ſuper-natural helps, as _ 
0 


Bookt. The HOLY COURT. 
Epitaph of of Saints. For what honour is it for a retired man 
yas. 2 to have this Epitaph of Yacia inſcribed upon him : 
xes fagit, Here lieth he, who fled from the world, and the aff airs 


Sratwrs ſu. *Pereof confined to himſelf by the miſery of his paſſions, 
arwm infeli- who could nt endure any man to be more happy they 
cnn rn himſelf : who hid himſelf tor fear,who in preſent liveth 
liciores vj- mot either for another, or for bimſelf,, bat for his belly, 


lictores w1- 


ior ſleep,and pleaſwre. Behold a poor praiſe, and which 
mig” well ſheweth, virtue doth not always conſiſt in the 
atque mers 
anom- >* 00s, which is by ſo much the more glorious, by how 
ilefbi ne» much the adverſaries are more invincible. 7heophy- 


vivit, ne« [aft ſaid, 'that Gold islike the River Rhcxe, for one 


pr _ cauſe, which is,that anciently thoſe warlike Nations, 
pfi- inhabitants of Germany, uſed it to prove their chil- 
mum ve» drenin, as we uſe to trie Gold with a touch-ſtone, 
irr, ſomno, b 

lividini, As ſoon as theſe little creatnres were born, they car- 
Senec. Ep. 


ricd them to the Rhexe, and plunged them in that 
Tropbyle, River, and then knew by certain igns given by the 
in Colle- chj{d, either in wreſtling with the waves,or in / fn 
Ei, ing much terrour, and affrightment, whether he 
An excel- would be couragious, or cowardous., He, that bare 
lent paE himſelf bravely in this mercileſs element, was their 
Treophyla, true Son. Men are not tried in Rhene,faid this learn- 
Xp»od5 19% ed Authour,to ſee whether they be men,but in Pa-. 
wt þ Y Relws,in a River of Gold: place them in honours, re- 
$z22x%8 putation,in affluence of riches, this will procure you 

a never-erring judgement of their virtue. What 
knoweth one how he, who is born, and bred all his 


III, Motive, Drgmty. 3 
into a King's Palace, as Abdolowym did, and handle Abdolo 
the Scepter with the ſame humility of heart,withour 7 
prejudice of Authority, that one would do a Spade, 
is a virtue, which rarely an example upon earth, 
butis admired in Heaven it It is a virtue, which 
cometh to men from the treaſures of God, not from 
their pedegree. It is the faireſt obje&,which the Sun, 
drawing aſide thecurtain of ghe night, diſcovereth 
upon earth, And I doubt not, but the divine pro 


flight from greatneſs,but in the conqueſt over p2ſſi- 19 vidence hath purpoſely held ſome religious Mo- 


narchs in the world, as our St. Zews, for example, 
to declare how high Chriſtian perfetion may 
aſcend, which is to plant humility upon the Dia« 
monds of regal Crowns , to lead in Court an Her- 
mitical life , to command greatneſs, and humility, 
which ſeldom are of alliance, mutually to embrace 
as liſters. 

Add for the third Reafon,which is received by the 
common conſent of all men living in the world, that 


20 tribulation ſerves as a furnace for virtue : the more 


ſtour, and maſculine it is, the more it opens in af- 
flition. What knoweth a man, that hath always been 
bred in a lazie languiſhing life, as the trees of F0- 
dom in the dead Sea, with what meaſure perfeQtion 
is meaſured? Proſperities are like a veil tifſued with Proſperity: 
Gold by the fingers of Fortune, to cover the ulcers 
of Vice: and Adverſity is the Theatre of generous 
ſpirits, who feed themſelves with aflictions, as the 
Sun with falt water, What a glorious ſpeRtacle is it cypri-n. de 


life-time amongſt cobwebs, would nſe cloth of gold, zo to behold, fGaithS. Cyprian, an invincible courage, Mo 


ifhe had it > What knoweth one how humble a man 
may be, who is as ſoon found in miſery as in nature, 
by the courſe of his lineal extraction? Who knoweth 
how abſtinent one would be in the full delicacies of 
a great, Feaſt,who hath never ſeen upon his table but 
Cabages,and Turneps ? Who knoweth how tempe- 
rate another would be in commanding over men, 
who never hath exerciſed his power,but over Dogs, 
and Calves ? It ſeemeth all virtues either are no vir» 


counter-buffed with ſtorms and tempeſts, on whom 
it ſeemeth Heaven will burſt,and fall in pieces,to be- 
hold him, I ſay, amongſt the threats of the air, ruins 
of the world, always ſtanding upright, as a great 
brazen Coloſſus, ſcorning theſe as miſts, and ſmall 
flakes of Snow. Quants 
What a brave wordis it, to hear a man ſay in a/##ms 
world of contraricties, which oppoſe him, God be ;... 


eneris bus 
praiſed, whe hath deemed ns worthy to ſerve as a tel wad ftars 


a. 


e; 


tues, or are ſtifled in a low condition, if we ſpeak 40 of humane nature, to ſe to how high a pitch Patience png 


Great vit- morally. But to ſee a man poor in ſpirit in abundant 
re of = Plenty Of riches, humble in large trains of atten- 
dants, which he daily beholds proftrated at his feet , 

temperate in a thouſand occaſions of acceſſes, which 

hourly are preſented to him , moderate in a fortune 

ever upon increaſe , peacefull in the clattering cla- 

mors of affairs, uniform,and equal in the viciſhtude 

Aug-rat of humane accidents,;a man,who can do all he would, 

bo Domi- and will do nothing but what is reaſonable ;, a man 

ni. 

i: ef cam (Cr- flies, fluttering amidſt the concupiſcence. of 

felicitare - creatures, but limits them in the lifts of modeſty,and 

Sn not touching the earth, but with the ſoles of his feet, 

a felicitate fixeth the better part of himſelf in Heaven , this is 
nn vii. to behold a perpetual miracle. | 

We muſt then neceſſarily aver,if we will not belie 

our judgment,and reaſon, that in the greateſt occaſi- 

 ons0f ill is ſhewed the greateſt refletion of good. 

Great felicitiesare fo tickliſh,thar it is more eafie to 


could mornt ? What a Majeſty it is to be able to bear provid. 

this fair enſign, wherewith our Lewis the Twelfth Ds 
with a generous affection was much pleaſed, which 7, qu: 
was a. celeſtial cup, advanced in rays of Gold, xp-oewr 


amongſt eclipſes, with this Motto, Inter eclipſes exo {nana 


rior. And ſurely Virtue never ſhineth ſo much, as tare poeſt 
when ſhe is in eclipſe; which it ſees the Holy Ghoft 5777... 


would myſteriouſly fHgnifie in theſe words of Fob : in Symbol. 
T hog brave ſpirit who ſtruggleſt againſt tempeſt s thaw Reef mer 


"AE that ſuffererh nor his appetites to flie like little But- 5o ſhalt find thy neon in the evening, and when thow ſhalt dranus ful- 


gur conſur- 


eſteem thy ſelf annihilated, thou then ſhalt elevate thy g*t 11b4 4 
ſelf as the morning-ſtar. It is a wonder, that in this — 
paſſage he uſeth an Hebrew word for two purpo- conſumprom 
les ſignifying two cortraries, to wit, to ſhixe , and co Prronere, | 
be darkened. It is to ſhew us, that obſcurity,which ©. 
cometh from adverſitie,isa true and rerfe@ li t, Job. r7. 
It then being admitted , which all mouths do , %onhy 
preach, and pens do write, that adverſities are ne- lerter in 
ceſſary to make up a great virtue , we will thereon 7” 


live on the dung-hil of Fob with patience, then in'the 60 conclude, that perfeRtion will be more ſutably ac- 


manage of great Kingdoms with moderation. Saint 
Song Bernard ſaid to Pope Eugenizs, He is truly greaton 
Magnus cu: whem fortune hath (miled,and not deceived him. It is a 
preſer: fi heavie burthen to bear a great fortune. This is daily 


citas fo ar- 


riſe, non iy- Teen In the ſpirits of this Age : there neederh buva 


riſie. little ſparkle of felicity to dazle their eys, to puff up 
their skin,to drench them.in pride, iningratitude,in 
tyranny,in a deluge of diſſolution. One ſole hour, 


which a favourite may have in the-proſperity of the 


commodarted to the lives of Great men, then any 0- 
ther,thou gh never ſo good, ſince they are thoſe, who 

daily are expoſed to the greateſt hazards, The crof. 

ſes of religious,and private men, are but meer paper 

in compariſon of thoſe, which happen to the Great 

men of the world, The learned Symp faith, they ,,...... 
are illuſtrious onevery fide; one while they mount regno ad 
as bigh Heaven, another while they deſcend even to Arcatium. 


' N . 4 ©Oar:ps 
the abyſs;—their change is never inthe mean, and ,,,'s. 


pid iv” 


Court, will make him forget a friendſhip of thirty 70 their fortune is pointed out in extremities : this Setr5c+ 


years ſtanding; a moſt evident mark of a weak ſpi- 
rit, Onthe contrary, to-paſs from a poor garden 


manifeſtly declareth, that as their fortune hath no 
bounds, ſo they ſhould not limit their virtues. O 
men 


Ceranma, 


Joſeph, 
Antigquit, 


The HOLY COURT. 


men of honour it is a brave thing to ſee you coura- 

jons in diſaſters , 2s Fagles, who flie confronting 
that part of heaven, where raging tempeſts molt 
reign;notunlike Dolphins,who leap and bound with 
full carreer in the tumultuous waves, or as valt 
Rocks,who ere their creſts againſt the clouds, and 
mock at the foamy waves, billow-beating their feer. 
This is truly the element of virtue, reſembling the 
pretious ſtone, called Cerannia by the. Grecians, as 


Part r; 
publick good, as through the conduit of their libes 
ralities, All that,which the wolf Writ and eloquent 


IV. Motive. Richer. 


tongues of the } athers thunder our, replen;zſhed 
with threats, horrour,and malidiQtion againſt riches, 
is not underſtood but of thoſe, whereot the vices of 
men,and not the condi:ion of the things, have made 
the uſe damnable, - Such riches are deceitful ſha- 
dows, which cover an apparent good under anur- 
doubted evil; they are hands,that rake their Maſter 


one would ſay The T hunderer,for it is bred among 10 by the throat;theyare poinyards with a golden haft, 


thunders, and is found in places, where heaven, all 
ſwoln with anger ,bath clett the maſter-pieces of the 
world's great _—_— So after the black vapors of 
obloquie; after the = clouds, which have dif-co. 
loured our reputation, after envy, rage,after brutiſh 
faries,after oppreſſions of innocency, after the death 
of kinfred after faithleſneſs of friends,after diſgrace, 


after thunders ſhot from the Capite/ ; when you be- | 


hold a heart firmly fixedin a fair ſituation,which en. 


which delight the eyes with vain ſeemings, ard pierce 
the heart with mortal wounds, they are precipices, 
furniſhed with precious jewels, ſuch as Heliogabalxs 
deſired tojilluſtrate his death with , they are Reighes, 
which are not meaſured but by ther falls, they £*/% 
are deadly poiſons ſteeped in a golden cup. Lor this >; $ande 
cauſe Bnſebins Emiſſexu ſaid : Poor man, . who ad. Epiphans, 

mireſt thoſe, that are onthe top of the wheel of the po cd 


favours, and riches of the world, whereunto they ge. 


An is hunc 


foldeth it ſelf within it ſelf, and ſucketh in the taſte» 20 have aſcended by iniquitie, are maintained by vio- j2"* * _ 


full ſweetneſſes of a good conſcience, then behold a 
thunder»ſtone,which gladdeth Angels,and dazelerh 
eyes fearfull of his lightning flaſhes. 

Conclude then upon this whole Diſcourſe, that 
greatneſs is the very element of great virtue , ard if 
you yet doubt hereof, learn the ſame from the au- 
thority of God, who hath judged greatneſs ſo neceſ- 
fary an obje& for virtue, that he hath conducted all 
his greateſt ſervants to Pn if not by the en- 
joying of greatneſs,at]the 
and never had they been ſo great, if ſtruggling with 
greatneſs they had not ſcorned to be great, Our 
Saviowr, to ſhew he was the example of perfection, 
would appear great in refuſing a world, which Satay 
had (as it were) unfolded before his feer. He would 
the virtue of the greateſt of all men ſhould apppear 
in the refuſal of the greateſt of all titles,when Saint 
obs Baptiſt denied the name of Aſeſias. He ſhew. 
eth the greatneſs of his faithful ſervant Aſoſes,in the 


ler.ce, and cannot deſcend bur by headlong ruin! :mw & 
How blind are you to have thoughts ſo unmanly fc» + 
and unworthy of a Chriſtian? Efteem you a frantich jucn mor- 


Kam mor- 
man to be ſtout and conragions,Who ſtabs bimſelf with —_ 
eſt? Cui pro- 


A poinyard ? Say you he hath a brave ſteddy hand,who 7... 
huts his own heart right With a daggers point? Say yoy follax un- 
that man is happy,Wwho holdeth the ſhadow of good in his ©5104 


nm 41cnne- 


bands, to produce to himſelf an eternity of evils ? ygho rum corgre- 
bath ever ſaid, He, who nimbly mox:nteth on a rock to $4 599446 


malorum ? 


leaſt by contempt thereof, 30 precipitate himſelf, was an able man ? Who hath ſaid, gu te«- 


ſering him ox the ſteepy cliffs top ready to fall, This tam dixerit 

man u happie ,all the world hath an «ye upcn him? pho rg ro 

hat h fo a1d of him,t hat bath Pl golden C up 11 his hand fill- luxa dexte- 
ea with poyſen, This manis fortunate to drink_in ſo 19,? I 
rich a goblet ? And you yet daily fay the ſame, when toon ad ar- 
you behold a man in the iniquity ot ill-gotten goods 4% procyi- 
covetoug, ungrateful, diſloyal, perfidious tro God, /*/*! Noi 
and men , you think him happie,and ſee nor, that he «ju mirc 


twiſteth his own ruin in threads of gold, and ſilver, /*/= 


contempt of Pharaoh's kingdom. He gave Nero's 40 Such riches are damnable. It is true, But who ma- jymume pro- 


Court to St, Peter,and St.Paxl,as the Amphitheatre 
of their glory. He likewiſe many times hath drawn 
Hermits from the unfrequented defarts, ro make 
them manage great matters in the Cataſtrophe of 
their lives,in the palaces of Princes; ſo neceſſary it is 
to have to do wichq reatneſs, to a& ſomething im- 
portant. If God hath transferred to Courr (as it 
were on the wings of impetuous winds) thoſe, that 
were by birth, and profefsion alienated, to work 


keth them damnable ? The perverſe diſpoſition of _ de 


men. Take away vice, which is not of the eſſence of '7, i1um, 
riches,you will find they are a great prop to virtue, felicem ve- 
and a powerful motive to perfection, for thoſe that ©4943” 


, a . matio atque 
poſſelsthem, Itis royou, Noblemen, to whom St. aural: 
Hierom (*) addrefſeth this worthy ſaying : To you poone _ 
. . . na mijcat: 
it appertaineth ro have riches, to tread them under (*) Hieron. 


Jour feet, and nit carry them on your head : the more =_—_ ad 
emetria- 


they are under you, the more they raiſe you, and ,, 1.7; 


wonders there, what Theatre (O ye Noblemen)ex. 50 the more they elevate you to perfetion. The rea- gener ## 


you more ſuitable then this, to place virtue in 
er faireſt ſeat? Or what obligation can you have 
moreſtriatly binding to perfeRion,then your ſelves? 
The fourth REASON. 
Proceeding from Riches. 


T was a thing very ſtrange amongſt the Plagues, 
I adaintth Ko, ever bent to refiſt the ſpur 


ſons are manifeſt, and pertinent, & habere, 
calcare 


Firſt, iris a matter very difficult to preſerve a vita 
great virtue in a great povertie,.it being given but Difficulties 
to very few ſouls; yea, and to thoſe of the beſt tem- 2f3* Foo 
per. The poorer ſort ordinarily have ſo much em- 
ployment to think how to live, that little rime re. 
maineth for them ro think how to live well. The 
belly,chat hath no bread, bath no cars; and precep:s 
of wifdome are found very ſhorr, and inſufficient, 


the more deeply to wound it ſelf, was cliaſtiſed by 60 among people perplexed, and over-whelmed with 


the angry hand of God, to behold N3/#, that great 
and goodly River,wholly become bloody : bur yer 
more marvellous to ſee that from one and the ſame 
River the Egyptians drew blood, and the 1/raclites 


F+4. lib. 2. a lively and cryſtalline ſtream. 


Cap. 5» 


The like ordinarily is ſeen in the lives of good and 
bad rich men. The bad draw into their ſtore houſes 
Gold, and Silver, heaped one upon another by ra- 
pines, and violence, as ina River conſiſting of the 


want. A father of a family, who beholdeth poverty 
in his houſe, beſides a multitude of children, ranked 
like Organ pipes, whom he muſt cloath, feed, and 
provide for; who ſeerh creditours attending on bim 
at their day, Sergeants dogging him, proceſſes that 
afflit him, cattle caſually ro die on the one ſide, his 
houſe utterly to ſink on the other (ide, his debts not 
payable but with bankruprting, and rents to fail him 
at a need, hath full enough to do to caſt time, zs the 


veins,and blood of the poor. The good,in the honeſt 50 Proverb faith, behind his back. Neceſſity many 
abilities, which Heaven hath graciouſly given them, 
find pure water, which they ſuffer to diſtill for the 


times is the mother of vice, and when one hath no 
more goods, he is in dauger to do that,which is nor 
go0d. 


Book 1. Tie HOLY COURT. 


Mendiciza. £00d. Behold why the Wiſe-man asked of God, if 
re,& di- not great riches, at the lealt exemption from po- 
rage 5 verty. You, who have, be it grear, or indifferent 
1ribue ra» MEANS, are not brought into this penury, if you call 
tum vii rot that a penury,when you cannot ſatisfiean exor- 
meo neceſſa» , . bl : 

birant concupiſcence, which hath no other pleaſure 


v14,ne ne- 


oe 


IVY. Motive. Riches. 5 
they are obeyed , even where they make plice : it 
is a good reaſon,if all the world ſerve thentfor uſh- 
ers,they do the ſame office for piety, without which 
all cheir goodly Juſtre will be but unjuſt pillage. 


'Then ſhall they potently reign, when they ha 
reſtored virtue to 41.16 foung co 


ery then exceſs, nor other bounds but infinity. You ſee Finally,to conclude with a third, and in my opini- 
co_ in your houſe a ſettled eſtate far diſtant from the on the-molt format reaſon, which evidertly detlareth 
perjurem multitude of diſcontents , under which ſo many how riches are abſolute obligations 'unto: you of 
m_ 2* mortal men do groan, ought not this to ſerve you 10 Chriſtian perfeRion: itis, that God ſeemeth to have 


?cov.39. *. for ſome ſmall motive to perfection ? See you not in 
Geneſis, how God, willing to exerciſe Adam in a 
contemplative life, cauſed him to find ar his fir{t 
coming, houſe, table, bed, and cloath laid ? If it had 
then behoved him to take pains to get his dinner, 
and build himſelf an houſe, as httle birds do their 
neſts, then bad he had pain,and care , bur to the end 
he ſhould bave full liberty for his Maſter's affairs, 
God took all obſtacles from /him,that he might have 


enchaſed all inthe charicy, which is exerciſed- to- 

wards our neighbour > Give alms, and behold yer | 
ſelves wholly pure. This practice of giving alms is ſo yo_ — 
excellent, that God hath choſen no other for him-/ +14: 5 
ſelf. His nature isto give; and to do good, as fire to © 


- muria ſurt 


no cauſe to accuſe any man in his miſerable mis-tor. 20 all ſets of Philoſophers, deſcribing the -eſferce of whe 


rrivileges tune, bur his own ingratitude. O you Noblemen, 
of Nobi- God ufeth you as Adam in terreſtrial Paradiſe, he 
ld ſuffereth you to eat the corn at eaſe, which others 
have ſowed,and the wine,which others prefled , he 
cauſetli your meat to come to your tables, as if it 
were born by certain inviſible engines , he holdech 
the elements,creatures,and men in breath,nort onely 
to ſupply your neceſſities, but your well-beſeeming 
accommodation : and can you then think he requi- 


reth a thing unreaſonable of you, if giving you all 30 ſmooth, near, polite; to pour his bleſhtgs inceſ- 


things above other men, he would have you virtu» 
ous as other men? 

Secondly_I ſay,poor men, admit the cafe they be 
not ſo preſſed with painfull neceffities of life, and 
chat time paſſeth with them a little more'fweerly, 
they may perhaps deafly attend devotion in the {1- 
lence of alittle family , but their virtue is not 
ſtrong enough in the wing»to take along and diſtant 
flight,nor have they arm enough to undertake great 
enterpriſes, Their little authen 
words not to have much weight, nor their ations 
(how laudable ſoever)to be of power to draw others 
to imitate them. Beſides, rich men ſometimes have 
an averſion from doing well, for. fear they ſhould 
have virtue common with the poor, from 'whom 
they would (fit were poſſible) be ſeparatedeven in 
elements , but great men are ever powerfull to au. 
thorize good works, I leave you to think, if many 


Authority 
of great 
menaro 
ſtrengthen 
their de- 
vorion, 
feftions, : what will they do with their virtues? For 
we muſt not fiippoſe (as ſaith the Wiſe-man) that 
the ſtate of hell is wholly eſtabliſhed upon earth,and 
good conſcience eternally baniſhed :'many are: viti- 


ous morethrough infirmity (as not being able to re- 


fiſt the tyranny of opinion, and cuſtom) then our of 


affeRtion-they bear to vice. If it happen, rich. men 
adyance the {tatidard of piety, all the world rangeth 
themſelves under their: banner :; ſome, :that wete 


willing,and not daring to doit , others, though un- 60 gypt,wlio trium rodeinaCharidrdrawn by 


willing,were drawn along with a ſwinge of ſuperio- 
rity, which they would not contradict. This-is an 
argument; which I will hereafter deduce more'at 
-large, when. 1 ſhall ſpeak 'of example. And.from 
hence, O-you rich men, judge, if God giving you 
ſuch a liberty, and reputation to do well, you-make 
ill uſe thereof, what negle& you fallinto, when/you 


employ your authority. to raiſe; vice. with a ſtrong 


Vears ke Dand; and pur. yirtue in diſ-eſtimation. Antiently 

1ſhers, Pearls | 

fairh ** for Ladies, who were adorned with them. Rightly 
"> may now Riches bear the like' name ; every. where? 


not through malice, but by the ſervile ſlavery of | 
- complacency, do praiſe even their vices,and imper- 50 what greater ties of durie can you'have, wharmore 


God pronounceth this goodly ſentence, - That the $y{ in E- 
greateſt divinity is to ſee a mortal man oblige bit like, 2nt- .. 
and that it 15 the ſhorteſt way to arrive at ettrndl glory. mortals \jh- 
We alſo fee in the Caxticles the hands ob the Spouſe ** = 

compared to golden globes, whichin chem hotd the 1.7 5,;-- 
lea encloſed, Theſe hands are of gold, |ro'detiote nn 2/9114 

to us the munificence of God by this ſfymboleof 7 Arr . 
charity : His hands ave gl.bes made ronyd;; there is Cant.v. * 
nothing rugged, clammy; or bowed; tiay'thiey are 4” 4 


clot aura, 
pient mars. 


ſantly upon men. They always emptie-theniſelves, Wiete our 
and are always repleniſhed , for theyrate filled with j270aon, 
a ſea of liberality, whichnever will beexhauſted. ©: yyp«- 
God then,having bounty ſo naturakandintrinſe- _—— * 
cal in/him, will needs fee it ſhine in his fervants,and Faiths, 
therein eſtabliſheth ſalyation,and perfection, W hich #454 o* 
admitted, who ſcerhinot, O you rich men, you have <olden 
a particular obligation above all others, fince God bow! full 
hath elected you tO be the Stewards of his g00 as.th e of the lea. 


maketh their 4o meſſengers of his favours, and the conduits'of his li- 


berality 7 Religious men, who have giventhe tree, 
and the fruit all at once, have nothing more to give. 
] heindifferently rich are ordinarily fall of appe- 
tites,: and produce no effects. You havepower in 
your hands to diſcharge tlie duties of ;alkrhe world, 
'ou have met with-the- Philoſophers:ſtone, you 

ave the books of an heavenly alchimyin your cof- 
fers,- you have a golden rod, which (cars turn the 
durty-pelfof'7adia into celeſtial ſubſtance. Conſider 


preſling necetlity to be perfect thento ;bave the in- 
ftrumentof' perteRion 'in your: dull power 7 Per- 

{wade your ſelves no longer;that riches are:impedi- 

ments of glory, and falvation ; for this unhappineſs 
proceedeth not bur from corruption,and1ll cuſtom; 

if you takethem on a falſe byaſs, they are of lead,to _ 
drench; and drown you-z if-ona good; they arefea, ...",: 
thers to bear, and lieyon bpco Heaven; Prophane churor of 
ſtorie maketh mention (of one Seſoſt ris,» King of Z+ niet aps 
 KaMerncna 
Kings, he was ſo fwolewiche the faceeſrot his þro- Prarie: was 
ſperiries: Ir, was to:takethe way, of hel{1n the Chas "7452 
riot of pride, foro triumph; butyou-may m the og: Luc. 1. 
Chariot df charity, allglittering with-gotd;7and fil- **: 
ver, barneſiſed out with: poor men.,(cach' perſon 
whereof: repreſenterh the Sovereign King, who rai auzug. 
ſeth all-Imperial ſcepters) rake the right way of Pa» me.5/3fs 
radiſe; andthat by the means of riches. Then judg 719% © 


$4tus 2166 ſuch» 


whether they lead to true fehcity,or no. If yon love jedta delgs 


were called Uſhers, becauſe they made way 6 theſe terrene things, you do welt, love them bulaly,omt | = fam: 


— - | lantia ule in 
as the objetts of your glory, as the inſtruments of your tt, ut mu- 


(alvation, as 4 gfe your friend, as a bentfat from OR 
> D-44 your 


w Th HOLY COURT. 
ficia Domi- your Maſter, as the earneſt»peny of your ſpouſe, 4s 
thaw ors, The pledg of your predeſtination. 
The fifth Re as © n. 
Drawn from perfettzons of the body. 


| T is a lamentable miſery to behold, how fin hath 
ſo perverted the nature of things, that it not one- 


ly giveth ill nnder the a of good, but ao 


VI, Motive. 


Perfeftions of Body, Part 1, 


Firſt it is undoubted, that to attribute the work of 
corporal beauty to any other original, then that of 
the wiſdom, and goodneſs of God, were to apotta- 
tize from Chriſtianity,and to rank ones ſelf among 
the Manicheans. God neceflarily approveth beau. 
ty,ſince he himſelf is the authour thereof. He hatch. 
ed it in his boſom, as light in the Z aft, and diſtribu- 
tively ſpred it upon all the creatures of the earth, 
as the rays of a bright day. Man'hath been from 


ometimes evil effects to that which is good. Be- 10 the beginning the beſt provided for, fince God hath aural 


hold for as much as concerneth the perfeQions of 

the body, (not ſpeaking here of health, or ſtrength, 
wherewith the Great-ones are not always the belt 
— : ) beauty, grace, or garb, which ſeem to 

more connatural to them, they are ſo cried down 

by the corruption of maners, that one knoweth 

not what apt place to give them , either among 

Lid. rf. | things good,or evil. St. Aug»ſtine ſpeaketh within. 
Ciirate Uifferency in theſe terms : Beanty of body is @ benig 
Dei. 
Palchritud® 7704 14) not deem it a oreat good. Not onely the 
rep rktings of Saints,and { rar” no eelgton have 
ſed propives made great invetives againſt beauty,bur even thoſe 
7% mals, WO atother times have with paſſion ge it,con- 
"; mag demned it, as ſoon as they became wiſe. Perrarch, 
wn viie- that worthy ſpirit, after he had adored a humane 


Potrgy beauty, doth ſuddenly caſt down the Altars thereof 
eget under” his feet, and diſ-avowed in ripe age that, 


which fooliſh youth had made him vehemently com- 


laters 


them 
ſelves. | nitie of the world, which he entitleth the Remedies of 
6. dere Fortune? © You, who eſtabliſh your glory in the 


oy "aa ** beauty ofthe body,know,you bave an enemy un- 
tia: bv. ©* der your roof, and which is worſe,a flattering and 
fem ram ** with-delight-tempting enemy. You. harbour a 
Babilem, © Wief, who ſtealerh your repolſe,and time, two the 
blandwn: ** molt pretious things of the world. You lodge an 
Vee, © executioner, who always will hold you to the rack, 
zorroremgue *© and torture. You entertain a ſubject of roil and af- 
perpernuwm, 
Habes pa- 


ceriam laie» © incendiary of ſenſual aperite,which is no lefs capa- 
1 wberr ** ble of hatred then love. This deceitful beauty. pur. 
4/crominum © EtÞ 4 ſnare on your feet, veil over your eyes, and 
cauſar, fi- ** bird-lime-on your wings. It is a ſuperficial grace, 
mentum i © which covereth with the ſmooth! delicacie of the 
mnorem *<©kin loathfom,and horible ſtenches .fo with her pol- 
* fon charming the drunken ſenſes. Another(@)faith, 
it is the my wore: ſpur of fin,and thar virtue 
rum. odged wi tity hath always a ſlippery foot, as 
monk being in the houſe of a dangerous hoſteſs. $S. Chry- 
bus, velum foftoms (b) inan Homily, which he made: upon the 
owl, «v yain beauty of Ws, delicate obfervarions 
able fufficiencly to admire the ſortiſhneſs 


amoris adi- 


viſcum ; ſis- a 
1-Scei mor being 
decor multa, | . 
fediguere- themſelves'inthe aſhes; > '::- | 

gu & bey-, Notwithſtanding altctheſe ſayings of wiſe:men we 
How boron muſt affirm, that beazty & graceful comelineſs of bo» 
»renw,ſen- dy is a great gift of God, able todo infinite good, 
fine Hen when they! CE ou eh Er with {incere 

e they rather: 

( kg 4 med among the matey well-doin then the in. 
(4) Crit. {truments of miſchyef, / it beingunreaſonable to con- 
Homil. de demn a'benefitof God the Creator, for the abufe of 
vulchr, = MEN, findeno'man 'blameth.;the candle, thar clearly 
mulieb, burneth'in the houſe,chqugh butcer-flies ſindg their 
xang 194 wings1n it.” For proof whereof I will produce three 
oo  reaſonsonely, which ſzem{forcible envy ro CON- 
R——_ of yince the underſtandings of wiſe men,andevidently 
the git of declare to all thoſe, rhatare endowed with corporal 
God, heanty,the injury they do to God, when 


the beauty of the body to the hindrance of the ſoul, 
and dragthe gifrs of God alorg inthe duſt, 


gift of God, but he beftows it often on the bad, that the 20 with the ſame 


** flition, a motive of warfare and contention, an 40 in ſhapes of 


FO Fnous and ca 


of thoſe coldeſtarved Amoriſts, who haſten to roaft tr 


they abuſe 70 


made him as it were a Scutcheon, whereon he hath beauty of 
pourtrayed all the titles of the moſt excellent beau- 41," ro- 
ties of the world, Origen faith, he is fair as the firma- «ts. | 
ment, which we ſee enameled with ſo many ſtars, 175” 
that reſplendently ſhine as torches lightened before yocavirqu 
the Alcar of the Omnipotent. St. Chry/oſtome, that Pow on” 
the Angelsare the morning-Stars, whereof mention 7. 

is made in 7ob,who inceſſantly praiſe God: and men #-m #/* 
are the evening ſtars, faſhioned by the hand of God, on op "4 
uty in proportion to do the ſame cm. in 
office. And St. Ambroſe, that God the Creatour, ; pad 
for ſingular teſtimony of love, bath granted to man dy 
the ſame graceful habiliments, with which he him- 9447 *- 
ſelf is garniſhed, all which are nothing but beauty. ow veſt 
Behold whether this be not highly to raiſe the merit * ns, 
of beauty ? 1 add hereunto alſo two conſiderations 9", 
very pertinent, which Favorizes hath judiciouſly »« juxr«il- 
obſerved in the book he compoſed of the excellency *** 2 


G . us regna» 
of man. It is, that the Creatour, who hath given , decor 


mend. For what faith he not in his book of the ya- 3o beauty to man in proportion , hath by the ſame #4 #. 


_—_ Ambr, 1. 
mean impreſſed in his heart a love fo tender, that {« gignir. 


every well-underſtanding man would rather defire human. 
to be reduced to nothing, ( an eſtate which ſome ©2290n- 
have leſs accompted of, then that of the damned) 1. de excel- 
then to be tranſlated, according to the imaginations |eni> bo- 
of Pythagoras, into the form, and figure of ſomeu- xxcellene 
gy, and monſtrous beaſt, The other reaſon is,thar obſcrrati- 

wiſeſt Nations (as he obſerveth) dereſting the 5; © 
beaſtlineſs of thoſe, who have cloathed the Divinity 

have made m_— Decrees, for- 

bidding all painters, gravers, and Image-makers to 
repreſent God in any other figure of man. 
And the reaſon they give is very admirable: for 
you would ſayif you heard them, they had already 
ſome hevelades of this great alliance, which ſhould 
be made berween the Divine, and humane nature, _ 
when they ſaid, That God Was net a lover of horſes,or —— 
birds, but a true lover of men, aud that be was much 9 vim, 
pleaſed to be converſant With thoſe who were maſt vir- "749 
le of his preſence. Ponder with your ras «ic 
ſelf wherher this beauty (which God from the in- $*4*24* 
fancy of the world hath ſo carefully lodged in man) TR 
—_ not to be eſteemed an important thing, and a *"*'** 
ong morive to virtue ? 
For the ſecond reaſon I ſay, that, God making 4"? 22 
uſe of it in good oceaſions, it 15 an infatlible mark of God- 
he Sr the nature thereof; . for never doth 
he purpoſely make uſe of things unlawful, ro make 
the (greatneſs of his counſels, and works ſucceed, 


hr to be eftee- 60 Now it appeareth, that he oftentimes barh choſen 


beauty as an inſtrument of his wonders, a lightning- 

flaſh of his power,a bright torch of his vitories, As 

when he purpoſed to ſtay the violent ſtream of 01-- 
fernes arms, he could with an omnipotent hand have 

rouch'd the rocks,and made men to ruſh ont in'arm- j,gich x... 


ed equipage, yet raeedeieading michans Riretch- Dino 
ing his hand to any other miracle he raiſed the beau- |, 


lam pulchri- 
ty of a widow to triumph over the flouriſhi aidinew 
you of the prime Monarch of the world, and him- © DN, 

elf added a certain air, or gracious garb of attras ,ati; decore 
ive parts in 7wdith.to ſurpriſe this barbarous com- 91%» 


mander, drunk with love, and v;ine, inthe fnareof 7, = 
_ber 
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her eyes; - He fought with rhe ſelf-ſame engine, 
with the ſame arms againſt the proud, and inſolenc 
Aman ;, for when he was ready to command the 


throats of infinite numbers to be cut,as ſheep mark- 


. ed for the ſlaughter, God ſet a frail beauty before 
him, which made him leap from the height of For- 
tune's wheel to the ſtrangelt calamirie, that may be 
imagined, and changing in an inftant King Ahaſue- 
ru from a Lyon into a Lamb,conftirmed the ſafety, 
and liberty of her people. 

Would you have greater proofs of the eſtimati- 
on,which God maketh of beauty wedded to virtue, 
then his affording it ſo glorious triumphs ? Hath 
not the Son of God conſecrated the ſame in his own 
moſt illuſtrious Perſon, and in that of his moſt holy 

| Mother, whom ancient traditions (joyned with the 
interpreration of the Fathers upon.the texts of Scri- 
p:ure) ſhew to have been endowed with an admira- 
ble grace; and ſingular beauty, to ſerve evenas an 


© ther, $, 


% 


V. Motive. Perfeions of bodie. 
which the thoughts of men wove, ſtirred the women, 
who tricked, and adorned themſelves ſo well with 
theſe «/£2g7ptian looking-glaſles, that they enkindl- 
ed the chalte loves of their husbands, buried under 
the aſhes of their ſervitude, to produce a poſterity, 
by help whereof the Nations ot ee earch ſhould be 
bleſſed. And this ation of the women fo pleaſed 
Almighty God ,. that he afterward cauſed theſe 
mirrours to be placed in his Tabernacle', / which . 


IO they had uſed to grace that beauty, which had been 


the cauſe of ſo much good. It then being fo, ſee 
you not God hath made himſelt a fayourer, anda 
proteour of corporal beauty , who then dare to 
condemn it ? 

In the third place, 1 add, this command, which owe: of 
beauty exerciſeth over hearts, is not a thing due to —__ 
luman forces, to the end, that nature become not 
ambitiouſly proud , it is God, who (as it were) im- 
printeth with his finger upon the foreheads of men, 


adamant to captivate hearts, and ſweetly range them 20 and eſpecially of great ones, the beams of grace,and 


under the yoak of the Goſpel ? I am not ignorant, 
that Clemens Alexandrinss thought our Saviour 
cz. Was Willing purpoſely to deprive himſelf of corporai 
dagoz.1.3. beaury, as trom the poſſeſſion of riches, ſearching 


c.1. out inall things the greateſt lowlineſs , butin this body is as a river,that windingly creepeth with ma- _—_ 
AH» propoſition he hath grounded himſelf upon apaſſage ny wavie turnings within the enamel of a beau- p3. * 
141-%x- . of the Prophet 7/aiah, which ROnY the Saviour tiful meadow, and raviſheth the whole world with 8<auty of 
Erre'ir of - : . , . . Conftautine, 
©... Of theworldin the day of bis paſſion, faith,zy7e have the admiration of-its excellency. A brave Oratour re ca m:- 
A -«. 1ai- ſeen him, and he had neither favour, nor beanty. This in a Panegyrick he made of (oyſtantine, who was (its v:dew, 
3+.” fonndationisruinous, and this Authour doth no o- 30 one of the goodlieſt Princes of the earth, ſaith, that — 
therwiſe then as a Painter, who to repreſent the nature was ſent of God as a gallant Harbinger, to /equnmr 
Moon in her proper natureſhould delineate her in compoſe a bodie for him ſuitable to his grear ſpiric, 9% =" 
her eclipſe. Other Authours, grounded on this paſ- as a ſtately houſe for a beautiful Ladie in it; / and D«yge «j- 
ſage of the Pſalm xliiii. Specioſue forma pre filizs ho= that onely this exteriour form made himto be be- 9 prone. ,, 
minum, aſſure us our Saviour expreſly ſeleted for loved, and eſteemed of all the world, no leſs then a pombe 
himſelf an excellent beauty of bodie, and a fupream God deſcended from Heaven. Which is alſo much m=«#, 
wich. 1, x, Brace of ſpeech. Nicephors relateth certain linea" more admirable in the other ſex. How many Mo. 7." 
<4.  * ments of his ſtature, colour, and proportion of his narchs, after they had with horrour terrified the 
ny - body, which he drew out of antiquity, in all parts world, have been ſeen to become tributaries to a 
ur Saylt» 


our. 


the beauty of the bleſſed Virgin, ſaich, She was Ma- 
zeſty it ſelf, Judg, and behold, fince God (volunta- 
rily deſpoiling himſelf of honours, riches, and great- 
neſs of the world, to give us an example of humility) 
would notwithſtanding fanRitie beauty in himſelf, 
and his Mother, what value you onght to ſetupon 
this Heavenly gifr,and whether it be lawful for you 
to profane it, Moreover I affirm, that the Creatour 
hath not onely cheriſhed beauty, but bath Iikewiſe 


majeſtie ro make them more reverenced of the peo. 

ple, which he doth to excellent purpoſe, but the 

creature ſiniſterly abuſeth the gifts of the Creatour. 
Maximus Tyrins faith, that a fair ſoul in a fait noraus 


lovely, and ſpecious, And St. Epiphanizs ſpeaking of 40 mortal beauty, captives to their ſlaves; and how 


many to buy our their bondage have yielded at the 
feet of filly women, to do ſervices, and commit fol- 
lies unworthy to be remembred on paper ? Bathſhe- 
ba was neither a Lion, a Geliah, nor a Sanl, yet 
notwithſtanding with the glance of an eye ſhe pow- 
ertully quelled him,who tore Lions, trampled Geliah 
under feet, and reſiſted all the arms, power,and legi- 
ons of Saul. The Philiſtines found not cords ſtrong 
enough to bind robuſtious Sampſcn in; yet Dalilah 


held in accompr the inſtruments employed to the 50 quickly captivated, and faſt ried him with one hair 


ſervice thereof. It is a wonder, that in. Exodas he 
Fecit lars commanded 2eſcs to make a brafen baſon, with a 
ens baſr ſug 005 £0 bear it, for the Prieſt ro waſh jn, and to fur- 
defpþeculs nifh, and adorn it with looking-glaſſes, who kept 
mulerum, (25it were) centinel before the gate of the Taber 
Pont ane o- Necle : To what purpoſe was it to faſten theſe mir- 
fHiwm T4: rours in an holy.place.to this ſacred veſſel ? Then 
— doret, St. Cyril, and Procepixs obſerve,that the C/£- 
Mirrour gyprians Went to the facritices of 7js, clothed with 
for wo- 
Thedaret.in A IGoking-glaſs 1n the other, and thatthe Hebrew 
Caen Ze women afterward appearedin thedeſert inthe fame 
Ng ſyiri- Manner, But God, who would ſhew the ſpoils of 


ru, & veri- egypt were reſerved for his greatneſs, cauſed 


—_— them to lay aſide theſe mirrours, .to conſecrate the 
in Exod. _uſe of them in his own Tabernacle. The Hebrew 


Interpreters yield another reaſon, ro wit, that the 
1ſratlites ſeeing themſelves to languiſh in «.£gypr, 
in.the fetters of a painful bondage, bad reſolved to 


of her head. Solomey had a heart as deep as the ſea, 
yet women found the bottom of it. Ir 1s a wonder 
what 7 ythagorical tranſ-animations this beauty of 
bedy moketh, which cauſeth it to be acknowledged, 
and citeemed every where a true tyrannie withour 
an executioner, as Carxeades calleth it, Doubtleſs Camas 
the impoſtures, the ſiniſter intentions, the unchaſte RS 
loves, the abuſes which are affixed to beauty, pro- 


ceed from the ſleights of Satan, and depraved will of 


a linen garment, holding aſcepter in one hand, and 60 man : bur the luſtre, and commanding power there- 


of is the real gift of God, which operateth that ia 
human bodies, which the Sun doth in the clouds to 
torm a Rain*+bow in the Heavens. 

Ladics,think hercon, you to whom God hath in Abvſe of 

a . . amnpad'e 

parced this grace, this delicate compoſition of body, ,.,uy. 
whether it be not a great motive to you, to ſerve 
him well, and to employ ir wholly to his glory ? 
You ſhall be-accompcable for your beauty at the 
Judgment..day, even to the leaſt bair of your bead. 


abſtain from the a&t of marriage, that they might 70 1f you harbqyer an ill hoſteſs in this goodly man- 


ger no children to inherit their miſery, Bur God, 
who intended anoiher web, different from thar 


ſion, which God hath builded for his ſervice, a 
wicked foul,an unchaſte Soul , if you make glorious 
B 2 vaunts 
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yaunts of borrowed coyn, of a fading flower, the 
ſpoil whereof time, age,ſickneſs, and death, will di- 


vide between them , if you diſplay a ſcandalous na- 


kednefs to kindle the ftewel of luſtful affeftion , if 
you ſeek the courtſhip, and unlawtul love of men, 
with a gift which ® not yours , if you ſo often con- 
ſult with your looking-glaſſes, and take ſo much 
pain gaudily ro dreſs and attire your ſelves for a 
meer vanity, which you turn into an abſolute pro- 
feſlion, you ſhall be the marks of the wrath, and 
vengeance of God. This great Juſticier will ſuf- 
fer this maledi&ion pronounced by the Prophets to 
£jicient «ſs fall upon. you, That your carkaſſes ſhall one day be 
de /epcvr% drawn out of their rombs, ſhall be ſhewed to the 
{nt 4s as Eyes of Heaven, and to the rays of the Sun , and it 
ſolwn,Hier. ſhall be ſaid, Behold the bones of them, who hereto- 
w fore have boaſted the frail beauty of a little white 
skin, ſpred over theſe corrupt impurities ! Worms 
and Serpents now triumph thereon, asin a town 


VI. Motive. Beauty of the Soul. 


Part x. 


of the perfetion of the Creatour, The Seventie In- 
terpreters, in the fore-alledged place of the attire of 

the Soul, called it by the word Tere#er, which is 1,;207%. 
very obſcure; our Tranſlation ſoundeth it, a rhiy, 4% Solu'. 
and ſlender garment , Indus te ſabtilibus : Origen de- *© 
riveth it from the Greek, word-$piz, which fignifieth 

hair, 2s it were ſaying, that this habit of the Soul is 

an attire woven with moſt fine hair, and ſo ſubtile, 

that the moſt ſtrong and ſharpned iights cannot pe- 


10 netrate the contexture. Faith tezcherh us it'is a fub- What the 


ſtance, which is not ſabſtance of Elements, nor ſub... ** 
ſtance of God, but a ſubſtance created of nothing by 

the Word of God,reaſonable, intellectual, ſpiritual, 

always active,always lively,ſo.capable, that nothing 

but God can repleniſh it. He that will know more 

then the eternal Wiſdom hath reyealed, and will not 5 cred, 
believe it immorral for his glory, ſhall feel it im- 9997's 
mortal by the eternity of pumſhments, faith St. 4- F pm be bo 
Fuſt ine. It is not my preſent purpoſe to ſpeak either mrs 


taken by forces, the bodies are a prey. of putrefacti.. 20 of the excellency,or immortality of the Soul, having —_— To 


on, and the Souls have hell for their Tomb, 

O what a Cataſtrophe is this?Preſerve your beau- 
ty for God, men love it as the hunters the fleſh of 
the Poar , but God cheriſheth it as his Temple. 
Handle the matter ſo, that all the extent of its re- 
putation and power may be limited to the ſervice 
of its Creatour. It ſhall have command ſufficient,if 
it —_—_ that created it. A good Authbour rela- 

Lud, Vives. teth, that a ſtrong Town debauched was heretofore 


fundamentally treated theſe queſtions in other di- Symb. ad 

ſcourſes: 1 onely ſpeak of this part of the Soul which Ca<eu- 
we commonly call the ſpirit. It is undoubtedly true, z. 
that all men have one Soul of the ſame kinde, bur Spirit 
very different in their funRtions 2nd qualities, EY 

ſome this their Soul fleepeth perpetually in fleſh 

and fat, and abidertas a ſword beſer and garniſhed 

with Diamonds, always ſheathed in a ſcabbard of 

ſtraw, and morter, without a {troke ſtriking , all we 


reformed by the beauty of women, who ſeriouſly zo cando, is to find ſome ſparkling glimmers of com- 


addiQting themſelves to virtue, never beheld any of 

all thoſe with a will, who required them by 

< the way of lawful marriage, that had not firſt rang- 

5 ed themſelvesintheliſts ofdevotion and + This 

was an effecual means to extirpate vice, and glori- 

ouſly advance the Standard of perfeRtion in fuch 

ſort, that in ſhort time the face of the City was ſeen 

tobe changed, Practiſe the ſame, and God will 

- bleſs your beauties, when they ſhall offer all their 
homage to his Altars. 


The ſixth Re aso0x. 
Drawn from the beauty of the Soul, 


T He beauty of the Bodie, compared to that of 
| Excellen- the Soul, is but as a Candle in compariſon of 
cies of the the Sun, Allthe greatneſs, Empire, and ſignorie 
markable. Of man, doth onely flow from the excellencie of the 
Soul, as a {treaming brook from the Fountain head. 


mon ſenſe, and reaſon therein. In others this Soul 
glittereth, and twinkleth from its moſt tender years, 
afterward it penetrateth che clouds, and diyeth into 
bottomleſs abyſles, with great prompcnefs, fervour, 
and vivacity ; and that is called the ſpirir, which oz- 
dinarily we behold in great, and noble men, excel- 
lently well thereunto diſpoſed : for they are for the 
moſt part docible, intelligent, capable ; trom whence 
I draw a great motive of the obligation they have in 


40 this point ſeriouſly to diſpoſe themſelves to virtue, 


Conſtantine the Great heretofore made a law, by 
which he forbade to adorn the Country to the pre- {\,paune 
jadice of the Citie : If any boay after the publication ©04. Init. 


- $. tit. 10, 


of this law, be ferind totranſport the ornaments of Ci- \,.}. 

4 : : quis poſt 
tics, to wit, Marbles, and Col::mas, to Conntry-awels legem banc 
ings, let him be deprived of the poſſeſſion thereof, Oh ©***i*/1»- 


liata, orua- 


alas ! Our Soul is the Citie of God, garniſhed with um, tc 
ſo many fair embelliſhments, titles, trophies, ſo »-74.c- 


columnas,ad 


many triumphant Arches, ſo many graces ! Yet not- ,,,, ;,... 


Ifthe Bodie be a fair ſhell; the Soul is the pearl. 1f 50 withſtanding, O Nobkemen,it often happeneth,you fur, jr:- 


the bodie be the lantern, the Soul is the light. If 
the bodie (as St. Ambroſe ſaith) be the triumphant 
chariot of the peaceable Solomey , the ſoul is the 
Queen, which ſitteth thereon to guid and govern 
it, If the bodie beasthe green moſs of ſome ſea- 
neighbouring rock, the Soul isthe Diamond, which 
within hideth its luſtre. It is the well-beloved of 
God, which is fallen from his mouth into this mor. 
tal priſon , it is that which advantageouſly is mafk- 


ed with his ſtamp and image, it is that which bearerh 60 noble ſpirit to rrifles, and ſortiſh roys, which ea 


The Soul the rays, and exteriour lineaments of this great Ma- 
clothed 
with royal 


Purple of Kended his royal Purple,as isfaid in the Propher F- 


zechiel : And this royal garment is no other, then a 
Ezech- 16. colleRtion of allthe pertefions of creatures, con- 
am&»m trated in theSoul of man,as the figure of the world 
men ſuper would be in the circumference of aring. Andas 

. heretofore Aarex the High. Prieſt of the old law 


bare upon his robe the whole world, embroidered, 


jeſtie; itis that, on which the Creatour hath di-/ 
J 5 ! 


VEr#Y Ed | of- 


forſake the Citie to build in the Country, tolcave 7" 

* A. * Jejione 
your Souls barren, languiſhing, bare, and naked, quam 4s 
whileſt you in the mean tiree ſtretch all your ſfinews, 0+" 
all your veins, tothe decking, and caſctul commo- 
dities of the bodie. You delerye to be deprived of 
your potleſlions, ard inhetitance, fir.ce you manure 
it ſo carelefly, 

I will onely propoſe two or three reaſons, to de- abuſe of 

monſtrate how unworthy a thing it 1s, to apply a _ _- 
by pes 

may be proved, bur not ſufficiently Sagtfenel, a 

Firſt,it cannot be denied, but that every thing which 

exceedeth the limits of its own nature, thereby be- 

cometh yery irregular ; we ſee all the elements, 

plants, beaſts, and all creatures of the world, do con- 

itantly hold che rank, which Ged the Creatour ap- 

pointed them. The fire always retaineth its beet, the 

water,though it be boyled on wry coals,return- 

eth to its natural coldnefs : hony aſſumeth rot the 


' and heightned in Gold-ſmith's work: in the ſame 70 nature efwormwood, the Lyn playerh not the Ape, 


manner 'our ſoul beareth in its liveries all created 
excellencies, which are moſt lively reprefentatiors 


nor doth the Eagle become an Oſtrich, ro trail her 
wings on the ground, Now the nature of the ſpirit, 
how 
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how much the more noble and elate it is, ſo much the 
more it ought to transfer it ſelt to the conſideration 
of things divine, to wit, from whence it cometh, whi- 
Senee, Ther it goeth, what within it (elf it ateth, . This is 
ref. lib*t. (ſaith the Oracle of Remay Philoſophie) an inf.r/lible 
Na. mark of a divine ſpirit, whew it pleaſeth it ſelf to diſ- 
Hoc babet Ccontſe of things divine,and is entertained in theſe con 
argu", templations, as with her familiar,and peculiar aff airs. 
Ns Judge then what indignity it is, to bury this vi- 


nitati: ſun, 

wod illum 
divina de- 
lefF ant nec 
wt aliens 
intereſt, ſc4 
KI ſms. 


th communicated to you, in frivolous employ- 
ments,and petry ſopperics, which diſcolour the luſtre 
and honour of your name. What a ſhame it is to ſay 
this Sovereign hand hath moulded man to be the 


Man a King of creatures, and he betraying his nature ma- 
Stage- , JP . I. y 
player of keth himſelf the Comedian,the Minuck ſtage-player 


the world. Of all creatures ating all ſorts of perionages but the 
good, and that which his own excellency is obliged 


Terul. 2* Unto, Which verily is the ſame the great Tertullian 


ſhett.cap.3. 


VI. Motive. | Beauty of the Soul. 13 
the ſtreets, you wonld take it from the ground, and give _—_ 


it to the Church, «therwiſe it would be 4'ſairilege. ;o illum 
God hath given you a Soul all of gold, ſo excellent it 35, Eccleſia 
ſo delicately parified , and you uſe it as an inſtrument wy Py a 
of ſenſaality, and make of it a veſſel of abomination, ingemum 
Wherein you preſent your Soul to Satan as a ſacri foe Jemiatne, 
Fear you nit the anger of God ? | mnnifres 
The other reaſon is, You not onely with-hold a #4 #16- 


. £ . thu . >. 
veſſel conſecrated to the ſervice of the Orani ay etc 


cent, illo Satan's 


our, and light of the ſpirit, which God fo freely 4 but you atrempt upon the Image of God himſelf. propin«: *+- 


This tair Spirit, which he hath given you, as the yn. 
flower, and quinteſſence of your Souls a true cha- 

radter of the Divinity, and you haſten to proſtitute : 
ic to publick affeRions. Remember, 1 pray, it hath ynodeee” 
heretofore been held a capiial crime, to carry the 


how muck 
Emperor's Picture into a place undecent,or unclean» **vcrences 


« CSenec. de 
ly: and expreſsly Panlus, a man of eminent pe bene]. L. 35 
ty, as one who had been Pretour, was accuſed, and <:. 26. 


proſecuted as criminal under Tiberixs, for that he 


Homo ewni- deplored ; Man is the Werk, and Image of God, who 20 100KA Chamber-pot into his hand, bavinga Ring 


19 ftagin'®: having apoſtatized from his Creatour , as Well in mind 
> ck body maketh himſelf an Attoxr of all the evil per- 
opus Dei, ſonages in the great Comedy ef the World. Yet that 
+, ſeemeth more tolerable in perſons, who are not emi- 
&1ame» nent, either in judgement, learning, or ſpirit , but 
So 7, Great-ones, whom God hath created advantage= 
deſcivit m- Ouſly to tranſcend all others, and who ſhould live, 
fore, and converſe among men like Angels, to play the 
Hogs, and Monkeys,abaſing themſelves to I know 
not what kind of chi 
corupted with the curious delights, and voluptuouſ- 
neſs of the body , conſider (I pray) whether this be 
not a'thing as unreaſonable 1n 1ts own nature, as 
prodigious 1n the effects, 

Secondly, It is to do a great wrong to one's ſelf, 
to liven ſuch faſhion, yea,it is a meer frenzy,which 
is not made probable to any man, but by the multi. 
rade of mad men. See you not very well, that to 
employ ſome rich and precious inſtrument, to a haſe 


uopn his finger graved with the Emperour's form, 

And can you think it will be lawfull for you'to car- 

ry, not a dead Figure, but the hving Image of your 
Heavenly Father,into the impurites,and pollutions, x::c.r6. 
which your exorbitant” paſsions exirude , as the '7- _ 
ſcummy froth of folly ? Is not the blame moſt for- cas ons 
midable, - which God by the mouth of the Prophet «mn 4c au» 
Exxchiel pronounceth againſt an ungratetull Soul, 7 *7" 


3 argentomeo, 


in ſuch maner abandoning it ſelf > Ingratefull, and & fecift ri 


Idifhnels of ſpirit, and to a life 30'Wicked at thow art, thou then haſt dared to take away © maine 


the moſt preciom veſſels framedof my Gold and Silver, i 
to make maſculine Idols, and ſo to ſatisfie thy fornica- 15 5 
tions, T hoy haſt canſed my Oil to burn, and Incenſe to _— 
ſmoke before their Altars. What ingratitude is like 7944s *» 
to this ? Alas,what Idols are daily made of the Gold 7774,” to.) 
and Silver of God, when ſo many brave ſpirits are '«.. 
employed to figure Chymeras,and monſters in their 4bu'* of 
own ſenſual wills > What Oil burneth, and Incenſe :cous 5 


: erous ſpi- 
ſ{moketh before the Devil's Altar, when fo many *«:. 


aa. ſordid uſe, is an a& of a man, who hath loſt his 4© talents, ſo many perfeQtions are unprofitably waſted Si quis 


dignity in WItS? If you ſee a great Monarch employ his purple 
the abaſe robe to ſtopan Oven with, and his Scepter to ſhake 
otme/P Hay, you would cry, Out upon it : and yet the Soul 
which God hath given you,incomparably more pre- 
cious then the Purple,and Scepter of Kings, you ſuf- 
fer to wallow in the filths of fleſh, you apply it to 
perpetual idle diſcourſes, to vanities, quarrels, and 
revenges. Ts not this wholly to abuſe the gifts of Al- 


Folly Of mighty God? It is ſaid, Nero took delight to dig 


Nero. 


X : , , Chriſtiazss 
in vice and vanity ? In the mean time, the 70 Ca- o/car: znle- 
non of the Apoſtles excommuricateth thoſe, who !* ** #5 
onely bear oil to the Fews Synagogue, or the Pa- um;ve $y- 


= Temples. And in what 2ccount ſhall we hold 142224” 
the Chriſtians, who make a perpetual ſacrifice of j4;; ;./- 
all the faculties of their Souls, to the corrupt vice, m1 4:cus, 
and follies of the world. picks rug 
Wiſe men affirm, that beſide the fire, which ſhall de pcia«e 
devour the bodies and ſouls of the damned for ever, =" 


the earth with a golden Spade, and when there was 5o there is a hell of ſcience, and conſcience, which ſhall Fa = 


queſtion about cutting the 7thmns of Corinth (a de- 
oy 182 which long time troubled his'brain) he went 
Þialog. de tÞither, led on with Muſical Violins, holding in his 
Nerore, hand the golden Spade, with which he began in the 
{:ght of the whole World, to break the ground , a 
matcer which ſeemed ridiculous to the wiſeſt living 
in that Age. For my own part, I find it more 
range, that a noble ſpirit ſhould amuſe it ſelf in 
—_ frivolous and impertinent. For, to dig the 


earth with Gold, was to bring back Gold to its 60 have done ? 


courſe, ſince it firſt ſprang from the entrails of the 
earth : bur ſor a heavenly ſpirit to delve in ordures, 
fenches, and dung-hils, this is it which is wholly in- 
excuſable, eſpecially in the Nobility. 


teceiings, /:; BY the third place, I ſay, that ſuch maner of pro- 
Cits,  Ceedingis manifeſt ſacrilege,ſor two reaſons: the firſt 


is, it retaineth wickedly, nn traiterouſly, a thing 
Au. Ep. ſacred,for a profane uſe. SF. Augaſtive in an Fpiſtle 


TEE that he wrote to Licentins; a young man of a-noble 


particularly torment thoſe, who have been endowed H*!! ot 
with a generous ſpirir, ard have ill employed ir, © 
When Adam opened his eyes to ſee his nakedneſs, 

his fpirit and knowledge ſerved him for a keen knife 

to transfix his ſoul, his ignorance in that kind was a 

great part of his felicity. What diſaſtrous miſery - 

ſhall then befall thoſe unhappy ſpirits of the damn- 
ed,when they ſhall know their abiliries, all the good 

things they might have done, and all the ill rhey 
Although all the flames and tortures 
ſhould ſurceaſe, they would find their bell in the 

eye of their own knowledge, and in their own un- _ 
derſtanding. No eye to a man 5s more tronbleſome 3" R-c* 


. T þ de confi. 
then his own. It is that which the cloudy conuftieuce 2= Nails, me 


- freth moſt to auad, and can leaft av it, faith St. Zere (efior 9cu- 


nerd,ſpeaking of the eye. Ponder hereon (O Noble- [,,54.t 


. , ſito, non eff 
men) whether this motive meriteth not to be «+4. 
ſeriouſly conſidered. Hell vomiteth vp brave ſpi- 77 


broſa con- 


rits, who after they bave ſerved for inſtruments of pets (if 


ſpirit, whicha little roo looſely he abuſed in the va- 70 vice, are now become the food of flames. Aug. fizve ms 


«. ..,, Mties of the world, prefſerh this argument in theſe 
Q! CANOE . . 
a:yexin in. LETS, If by chance you had found a golden Chalice in 


_ velit, 
ment not the number. The knowledge of God, of5,;,.. 


minus boſ- 


one's ſelf, and the ſtudy of virtue, is a fair employ- /r. 
men: 
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ment of a noble ſpirit, wherein man cannot be too 
ſeriouſly buſied, nor more fruitfully. 


The ſeventh RreasoN 


Proceeding from Courage. 


OF all theſe Reaſons before alledged, which ſerve 
as a ſpur to the Nobility ſeriouſly to imbrace 
Perfe&ion, 1 ſee not any comparable to Courage, 


VII. Motive, Conrage. Part I, 
courage, findeth much reputation amongſt men. 
Now this generoſity,of which we ſpeak,is a taithfull, 
and an inſeparable companion of true Nobility, All x Lance 
great men ordinarily have a courage very high, and graven on 
even as certain brave Lacedemonians were born rake 
from their mother's womb with a Lance pourtayed, orcar. 4. 
and charaRerized upon their kin , ſo all Noble- 
men ſeem to bring magnanimity into the world, 
from the day of their birth, This might be a mar- 


Anfer.z. which is a force of ſpirit, conſiſting in two principal 1© vellous motive to lead them in a ſtraight, and dire& 


Ech-22- points, as Ar:ſfole, and St. Thomas obſerve, to wit, 
4 72%*  tonndectake, and ſuffer great things with jndge- 
Courage. Ment, and by the excitement of honelty. This cou- 
compared rage among all the excellencies of the ſpirit is 
ltr 2M Ay ſtirring,and aſtoniſhing : and very 
by St..am- Well St. Ambroſe compareth it to the River TJ7eris, 
6roſ% ſe iy WHich among all ſtreams bathirs current moſt ſwift, 
bac verts, and violent, ſo as with an unreſiſtible impetuoſity it 


Geneſ. 3 combateth, and ſurmounteth all obſtacles oppoſed 


Dr againſt it. 7 hus (faith he) comrage flieth through 20 more weak, and childiſh, 


gris, perils, breaketh threngs, and works it ſelf a paſſage 
through a world of contrarieties. This courage is an 
Eagle which confronterh ſtorms, a Lion which op. 
poſeth all violences, a Diamond which never is bro. 
ken, a Rock which ſcorneth waves,an Anvile which 

s reſiſteth all the ſtrokes of the hammer. Ir is a thing, 
denn. Which with admiration raviſheth heaven, and earth, 
torum beret tO behold in the fleſh of a frail, and feeble man,a ſpi- 
obſtacui1- rit to make trial of all accidents, which is amazed at 


Greatneſs 
of cou- 


rage. 


cxrſus rapido 
reſiſtentia 
quaque 


transverbe- 
rat, neque 
4 81115165 


which would rather caſt it ſelf into the gates of hell 

with undoubted loſs of body, then into the leaſt 
C. fſuſpition of remifsneſs. This ftriketh the ſpirit with 
o admiration, and be it either in military aftions, or 
civil, Courage is highly valued, though ſucceſs al. 
ways anſwer not good enterpriſes, and 'enemies 
moſt cruel are enforced to admire a valour, and vi- 
gour of ſpirit,that never bowed under an evil, which 


it was not able to vanquiſh, 
Herodot,& 
w — * Callimachas inthe battel of Marathon,being found 
peach of by the Perſizxs ſtuck all over with Arrows like a 
c<%*- Hedg-hog, ſtanding bolt-upight amongſt a heap of 

dea 1es,as if he had been under-propped by the 

counterpoiſe of the ſame Arrows,they were ſo aſto- 
Sencee. be AIThed with the dauntleſs valour of this dead man, 
conſtzntia that they held him as immortal. Never did Sexeca 
j4j1ert. fo demonſtratively ſhew the ſtrength of his elo- 


querce as in praiſing the courage of Cato, This man 


line, to great and valiant ations, were it not that 
the evil Spirit inſtantly ſpreadeth a Film over their 
eyes, and makes them feel impreſſions of meer Nlhg- * 
giſhneſs, under the falſe veil of courage. 

Two ry 4 Noblemen,will make you exactly 
accountable betore the juſtice of God. The firſt, to 
abuſe this gift of courage with vanity. The ſecond 
to defile it with cruelty. The one favours of childiſh: , c._.. 
neſs,the other of barbariſm, What can one imagine of courage 
then to have received a in certain 
courage from God, capable to conquer Heaven, --- 
and to employ it in petty fopperies, wherein the 
thoughts better part, and the days aQtions are 
waſted, to court a Lady, to gormandize a Banquer, 
nicely to quarrel upon the interpretation of a word, 
to ſuck up wind, to feed a fond curioſity with 6ther 
affairs, to buy plumes of Feathers, to cenſure mens 
apparel, to dreſs himſelf up for dancing, to play 
at Dice, to hold a Racket in a Tennis-co0urt, to 


nothing, which ſurmounteth all difficulties, and 30 play the Buffoon in a feaſt, to utter a ſecret,to forge 


a calumny, to envie one greater then himfelf, ro 
deſpiſe equals, to baffle inferiours, and athouſand 
other ſuch like exerciſes, which are the ruſt, and 
moth of the ſpirit, Behold into what theſe brave 
courages,which ſhould plant the Flower-Deluces in 
the Eaft, are diſſolved. Is not this a ſhame ? Is any 
ny more puniſhable, then ſo to abuſe the gifts of 
God? Is it not a hoorny ann to behold in Poets 
a 7wpiter, who hath forſaken his fiery Chariot, and , ,,,;,, 


The Hiſtory of Herodotus relateth,that one called 40 winged Horles, letting all go at random, in the painting 


mean time to bufie himſelf in painting upon the 24's 02 
clouds, ſometimes Goats, Apes, and Centaurs ? Be- what i 6 
hold what Great men do, when forſaking the duty gnifics. 
of their charges, and the obligation of their profe1- 9-4 
ſions, the vilifie themſelves in inferiour ations, be- lib. z:. 
{towing therein a great part of their time, and (as *P** 
it were) their whole ſpirit. 

Vanity would alſo be more tolerable, were it 
not that it changeth into cruelty, w2ich is apparent 


(faith he) hath not oppoſed, nor fought with ſavage 50 in the bealily quarrel,and bloody Duels,that trans- 4gaint 


Beaſts; it is for Hunters. He hath not purſued mon- 
ſters with fire and ſword, he lived not in an Age in 
which it was believed,that a man ſupported Heaven 
> i'* with his ſhoulders.Behold why he was not eſteemed 
' firengrh of AS An Hercnles, nor as an Atlas, who notwi: hſtand- 
Courage, ing fought with greater monſters then Hercxlcs. He 

carried another maner of burthen then did the fa. 

bulous Atlas. He alone combated againſt ambition 
Sreit fulus, (a monſter of many heads) againſt the vices of a de- 


& cadentem 
ewpublt- 
me was ſinking with the exceſs of weight. ' This incom- 
wm de parable man ſupported the Reman Common-wealth 
mans pore- as long as he could , yea, even when ir fell into the 
palogno abyſs of a thouſand lamentable confuſions, he yer 
alrez;, heldit up with a hand prompr,always upon the brink 
vel abftra- of the Precipice ; and not being able longer to un- 
—_ ru. derpropir, over-born as he was by the violence of 
ne din ſs- miſchiefs, he choſe his Tomb in the Sepulchre of his 
fence Country. What greatneſs, what Majeſty ! Undoubt- 
A fingutar Edly courage hath ſo muck luſtre, and glitter, that 
commen- gbſtinacy 1: ſelf, which is a vice in all things elſe very 


. ” . - . 3 
Gy hard and rude, being clothed with the mantle of 


form the nature of men into bruitiſhneſs abſolutely 245+ 
ſavage, and tyrannous. We muſt draw Iron out of 
the entrails of the earth, to make it (asit were) firſt 
to bluſh with ſhame, before it be ruddy with blood, 
to ſee it ſelf employed in ſuch a uſe, to behold ic 
ſelf ſharpened by the hands of-qten, to cur, and 
transfix men : differences muſt be determined with 
the loſs of life. Theſe miſerable creatures, ſome- 
times for the interpretation of a word, ſometime 


generate Ciry, and which daily, like an old houſe, 6, through promprneſs of ſpirit, provoke one another 


to ſingle combar, they ſenq a letter of challenge, the 
place of meeting is appointed ; they chooſe God- 
fathers, as if they would make a Baptiſm with a ſa- 
crifice of Furies,they procure Seconds,who well ſee, 
that to go upon cold blood ro hazard their lives in 
an unhappy combat 2gainſt a man that never bad 
offended, nor known them, is a ſublimity of tolly , 
no:withſtarding on they go tyrannically, led along 


. by the laws of vain honour, which hath no other 
- o foundation, bur the ſorriſh brain-fick folly of men, 


All of them have for the moit part more outward 
ſhew then malice, their hearts cremble with _ 
car, 


Book 1. 


fear, inthe conſideration of the peril, to which they 
expoſe themſelves, yet their lips leave not to ſound 
vain-glorious bravadoes. They ſeek out ſolitary 
places like Sorcerers, and ſomerime they go by 
Moon-ſhine to a& this hatefull outrage,not ſeeing at 
all, that God beholdeth them with as many eyes of 
vengeance, as the Firmament hath Stars. Ar the end 
of all this, they think ro do an a& full of courage, 
moſt Heroick and manly. What ſhall we ſay here ? 


Reaſons 
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VII, Motive, Courage. 15 


Rogues, furnitures for a Gibbet : then judge you,if 
it be not a madneſs to ſay, you deſire in all things 
to ſeparate your {elves far from the multirude, to 
enworthy, and diſtinguiſh your Nobility,and yet in 
this one action alone you leſſen, and vilifie your 
courage, even to the condition of the moſt captive, 
and abominable creatures of the earth. 

You will ſay, That is true, but a mancannot re- Great - 
fuſe a Duel when he is urged. Why ? becauſe ſhame nero! 


generoſi- 


that this paſſion is a rage more then brutiſh, which 10 and ignominy always attend, fay you, on theſe de- ty in Du- 


hath for inheritance the death of the body, the eter- 
nal, and irrecoverable loſs of the Soul, the inevitable 
anger of God,the indignation of Kings, the thunder 
of Laws, the execrartion of the juſt, the maledition 
of heaven,and carth ? No, this ts not it, which I now 
intend to ſpeak, For ſering I treat of generoſity, 
which obligeth rhe Nobility, firit to Almighty God 
who giveth it, ſecondly to Virtue, which ſeeketh it as 
a molt neceſſary inſtrument; | muſt ſhew that in this 


ation of Duels, pretended to be all courage, there 20 force 


is nothing leſs then courage in it, And although they 
were not liable to the vengeance of God, for being 
infringers of Laws, both divine, and humane, by 
this dereſtable maner of proceeding, yet they would 
be ever greater culpable, ro blaſt, and defile with 
this abjet humour, and remiſs ſpirit, the gift of 
courage, which is particularly granted to them our 
of the treaſury of Heaven. 

I know not what falſe ſpeRacles are clapt over the 


nials. See you not by this anſwer, you give Arms ** 
againſt your ſelf, and freely confeſs that a Duel is 
not an action of courage ? For, to lay apart the Or. 
dinances of the Church, take but the Laws of Ari- j**® 
ſtetle, a worldly man as your ſelf, and more then 
_ doth not he moſt pertinently demonſtrate in 
is Ethicks, that it is not an ation of valour, when 
a Souldier is valiant, while his Captain hath fet the 
_ on one ſide, and a River on the other, to en- 
im to fight ? or becauſe a Sergeant of a Band 
is ready to transfix the veins of his back with a Hal- 
bard, if he retire? Virtue, which is not virtue but 
for avoidance of diſhoniour, is true puſillanimity 
under the veil of falſe courage. I then demand of 
you, who more tyrannically afſaulteth a man,either 
the Sergeant of a Band, who thruſteth a Sword into 
his reins, or the point of honour, which poſſeſſerh 
his brains > Without all doubt, you will agree with 
me, that there is no tyranny comparable to that of 


eyes of the Nobility, by the ſpirit of Lies, forged in 3© this mad Duel, which is called Point of Honour. And 


the Shop of Hell, which oftentimes make them to 
take Glaſs for Diamond,and a Keſtrel for a Faulcon. 
Yes verily,you have a certain Bird in the myſtery of 
Faulconry, called the Hobby, which coupleth with 
the race of Faulcons, Goſhawks, and Sparhawks : 
Keſtrels of Yea,this wreched Bird doth alſo mix with the Saker, 
Nobility. and Lanaret, ſhe flieth after the Faulconers,and ho- 
vering over the field, if the Dogs ſpring ſomie little 
Bird, ſhe ſowceth upon it, making boaſts over this 


in the mean ſpace, becauſe (forſooth) this goodly 
Sergeant of a Band enforceth you, and beareth you 
forward upon the hips with the helve of an Halbard, 
you muſt haſten ro a Duel, you muſt go to precipi- 
rate your ſelf into the throat of Hell, whereas 
otherwiſe, were it not for the ſhame of the world, 
you would not ſtir a foor, Behold a brave a& of 
courage ! 


What then ſhall we atifwer to thoſe, who proyoke 


feeble creature, ſeeing ſhe hath neither heart,nor re- 40 you ? That which conſcience permitteth, and Do- 


ſolution to grapple with the great ones. Juſtly here- 
in behold che model of a Gallant, who maketh pro- 
feſſion to preſent the letter of challenge to call 
others to Duel : he hath degenerated from tre No- 
bility, and real courage, which is produced in good- 
ty, and great aRtions, undertaken for the ſervice of 
God, and his King ; he hath no longer left in him 
ought bu a little fierce rebellious ſpirit, ro peck at 


choſe, whom his own temeriry judgeth more weak 


then himſelf, And ſhall then this man be taken for a 5o 


Duel is Man of courage? O Noblemen, fee you nor that true 


not an at ations of courage are t00 high and eminent, to im- 
rt their worth and honour to Lackeys,and Horſe- 
ys? Now it is ſo come to pals, that there is nor 


of cou- 
rage, 


ences by 
ſome kind of Ry combar. There is not any vain 
Braggard,deſcended from ignoble Plebeyan parents, 


_ peradventure mi 


Rour Bannes adviſeth , that you ſeek not dens, nor 
caverns, that you 0 into every place with your 
head erected, and it they ſhall be fo remerarious as 
to aſſault you, they may find you upon that defence, 
which the law of Nature permitteth, Behold a good 
anſwer of a Do&our ! but the world is not payd 
in ſuch coin, Anſwer them as the wiſeſt among 


worldings, Auguſte Ceſar tO XMark, Anthoxy,who 


challenging him in ſingle combart, he cauſed in plain 
——_—— ſaid ras, 4 that when the defpair of 
the ſucceſs of his affairs ſhould reduce bim to the fu. 
rious rage of hating his life, yet he would find out 
other ways to die much more honeſt, then by this 
butcherly frenzy. Yea, but this 34 ant anſwer of 4 co 
ward. This coward in the mean time eſtabliſhed 


and Ry ſharing the reſt of his life, as. well 
as the triump 


of your Soul, 'are you not then the moſt miſerable 


Force of 
education. 


A Wolf- 
child. 


Defedt in 
education. 


Miſery of 
wanr. 


=y 
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of courage ? We then muſt go ont o the world ? Leave 
it,if youcanro: live withoutithe damnation of your 
Soul? be gone, break the chains immediately, Bat 
1 am too murh bound, it is fit the Goat browſe where 
he is faſtened. What counſel ſhall one give you ? 
You can neither go, nor ſtay. Reſolve then to live 
in the world, trampling under your feet the opinion 
of the world, ſubjeRing the Laws of the earth to the 
Empire of Heaven, and then fear not,but you ſhall 
have courage enough, : 


The eighth Rras ox. 
Proceeding from Education. 


()X of the greateſt benefits, which man can re. 
ceive at God's hands, is the favourable bleſ- 
ſing of good Education.” It is it, which poliſheth, 
and purifieth nature, as.one would do a precious 
ſtone, wholly defiled withearth, and filthy ordure , 


VIII. Motive, Education, Part 1. 
neſs of good education, which ſetteth, and com- 

ſeth all the natural parts into a fair way. 

You demand of me,whether I judge ſeriouſly the 
education of Great-ones, and -men of quality to be 
ſach? I affirm, at the leaſt it hath all the poſſible 
means and opportunity ſo to be, in which conſiſteth 
the knot of obligation we ſeek for, 

And,without going further, is it not an uncontrol- 
able proof which ſufficiently declareth, that even 


1 © the education of Court is worthy recommendation, - 


to ſay thatGod, ſeeking out a Echole for the preateſt 
States-man, that ever was in the world, choſe no 

other place then the Court of a King ? You know Educari- 
what a man Moſes was, how great, how eminent, ;:, _ 
how much beloved of Almighty God, who eleRed Cour. 
him to be a conduR, and captain of fix hundred thou 

ſand men at arms,to give him a regency over the ele- 

ments, and a power to repleniſh the four quarters of 


the world with the greatneſs of his prodigies. What 


itis,which maketh men become Angels, and without 20 did he to breed him, and frame him to ſo high, and 


it the goodlieſt, and beſt natures would perpetual] 

dwelln brutiſhneſs, The Hiſtory of Germany teller 

us, that heretofore a child was taken in the Foreſts, 
which was preſented to Henry Landgrave of Haſſia. 
From - four: years old he had been bred ' among 
Wolves, the Wolves raught/him to go on four feer 
as a brute Beaſt, he went a foraging with the 
Wolves, he divided the prey with the Wolves, he 
ſlept amongſt the Wolves to be the more warm , to 


conclude,he wholly became Wolf. When he came to 3o ſaid in the As, Ernditam omni ſapientia Fgyptiory 


be made traRable, and tame, they were enforced to 
tie his hands.to Staves,to teach him to go as men do, 
yet did he break all to return to the condition of a 
Wolf; ſo powerfull is the force,and tyranny of edu- 
cation, Another, ſucking the Milk of a Sow,rook a 
ſingular pleaſure to wallow in the dirt , and Lambs, 
nouriſhed with Goats Milk, retain the roughneſs 
of hair. 

 Hereupon judge,O you Noblemen, what obliga- 


tion you have to the Divine Majeſty,and what mo- 40 would ſuck Milk from Nurſes of the ſame Nation 


tive to tread the paths of perfeRion, ſince ordinaril 

(as I intend: here to prove): you meet with all thoſe 
things, which may conduceto the happineſs of good 
education. How many ſpirits think you are there in 
the world,that for want of education remain asDia- 
monds buried in a Dung-hill, which if once you un- 
earth,and free from ruſt,and putrefaction,will ſet the 
Sun before your eyes ? Behold an Infant bleſſed with 
a beautifull body, a fair ſpirit, but yet born with a 


ſupereminent a condition, to ſo heroick virtues?Did 
he ſuffer him to be bred, as other Hebrewchildren,in 
fear, in bondage, in poverty, which overwhelm the 
goodlieſt,and beſt diſpoſitions,as ſoon as they begin 
to ſet forward ? No, he brought him into the Court 
of Pharach,he cauſed him to be nouriſhed in the ex- 
erciſes of Nobility,to ſwallow all the wiſdom of the 
Egyptians, who then were in reputation, to be the _._ . 
wiſeſt men in the world. This is it which St. Stephey Learning, 


and court- 
lineſs of 


And Philo in the Book he hath wrtten ofthe life of .1v/e.. 
Moſes anfolding to us the Hiſtory of his education, 7s de vi- 
faith, he learned in the Court of the King of Zgype * 
Arithmetick, Geometry, Muſick, as well contempla. 

tive; as praftick-Philoſophy, and the ſecrets of Hie- 
roglyphicks. But to ſhew Noblemen how Jawſull it 

is to learn Court civilities, and garbs, without con- 
tracing the vices, the ſame Aſcſes, who learned all 


lawfull £ciences from the Egyprian Dottours, never Daxieland 
1s COm- 
. Y panions 
which might infuſe any bad influerce upon his man- bred ar 
ners,God held the very fame courſe inthe education Court 


of the Prophet Daxzel, and of thoſe three holy chil. ,,7,, 7,1 


dren; who -planted-the trophy of their Faith among { «/# =«. 
the burning coals of an Oven, he cauſed them to be 55 


ros forma, 


educated in the Court of King Nebnchadnezzar, he erudires 
cauſed them to learn the Chaldaick Language, to be 91/4 


entia ,canu- 


trained in Literature, to be afterwards preſented to zo; ſcientia, 


the King, well inſtruRed in all ſorts of Sciences. | Aug 


yoak-onhis neck, the yoak of poverty,and ſervitude, 50 From hence you may judg,that education of great ;,;. .. 


The condition of his birth hath ſhut himin a Cage, 
what'means then, pray,hath he to work wonders ? 
As ſoon as ever he beginneth to open his eyes;he be- 
holdeth himſelf to be born in a houſe hanged round 
aboutwith Cobwebs; he beholdeth his father,,and 
mother to. groan under the burthen of a needy life, 
his brothers,and ſiſters to roul the ſame ſtone. There 
1s no queſtion made of civil education,inftruction,or 
knowledge ; bread muſt be ſought for, ſo much ſol- 


men is a matter-full of worth,and recommendation, 
ſince God, who diſpoſeth all with fo excellent Oeco- 
nomy infayour of the juſt, hath-pleaſcd to give to 
his greateſt Minions, and Favourites, the Courts of ,, ... 
Kings for a Schole..Andin effe&t we mult ayer there of qualiy 
is the beſt education,where the beſtgg6ls,and inftru-%'* _ 
ments of great aCions are,and theſeAe found in the * 
houſes of perſo of un Education of ;chil- 
drenis-begunin the choiſe of Nurſes. Poor people 


licitude-muſt be had only to live as brute Beaſts, that 6Q take ſuch as neceſſity permitteth, many .times fur. 


no leiſure will be found to think how to live like a 
man : andadmit it were:thought: on, -thereare no 


Books inthis poor Cottage, but rotten wormeeaten 


walls ; no-arms,but the Anyiles of a Shop,or Forge; 
no other Muſick, but their obſtreperous clatter ; no 
other Maſter, but the neceſſity of learning nothi 

no other leſſon, but ignorance; and miſery. Behold 
ſeeing you might bave been reduced to-this conditi- 
on af life what have you-done to Ged before your 


3 
» 


charged with imperfeQions, & diſproportions of na- 

ture, which make corruption creep into the child 

with the milk; the rich, & choſe of quality elett them 

with all poſſible advantage, which gold;credit,or au- 61+ Ly. 
thority.can procure..This choiſe of Nurſes is'of no rare? 
ſmall importance. The Scripture- obſeryerh, that: noun 
King:;Nebachadnezzar having been from his infancy _—_— 
expoſed in a foreſt, & nouriſhed by'a wildGoat,con- : 
tracted thereby brutiſh maners, ſo that degenerating 


being, to be that which you are ? He hath not been 70 into ayehement ſtupidity,and moſt barbarous pride, | 


content /t0 give you ann quatention foi 
rit;and courage, but:alſo-he.alloweth you the happi- 


it made him afterwards, by the juſt puniſhment of 
heaven, return to the life of Beaſts,among whom he 
had been bred. The 


B 


mM, Caſit 


ook T. 
The ſame happened in the perſon of che Emperor 


:\-%% of Calienla,(a portentous prodigie of man) who ſeem- 
ca:zzia, ed to be born for no other purpoſe, but to ſhew the 
world the miſchief, which a great power can perpe- 
trate ina great brutiſhneſs. Jr is held this corrupti- 
on came to him neither from father, nor mother, 
who both were reputed the moſt honeſt, and pru- 
dentin the Roman Empire. Burt it is faid, that (per- 
haps) of purpoſe to make him one day Martia!,chey 
gave him a maſculine brave Nurſe, For the was 
bairy on the face as man; ſhe drew a Long-bow ſhe 
ran at the Ring, ſhe curvetted a Horſe lik» a Rider, 
but in ther kinds ſhe was miſchievous, ard cruel, 
and made her little nurſe-child ſuperlatively inhe- 


10 


ritour of her vices. 


© 


= 
Ar:s tribu- 
tary to 
great men, 


If then the goodneſs of Nurſes be one ofthe prin- 
cipal favours, which happeneth in educatzch, who 
will have them if not Noblemen ? As ſoon as La- 
dies,and women of Quality are ready to be brought 
in bed, every one will prefent them a Nurſe, every 
one will offer one of their own choiſe, there is not 
a Viſitant, nor Goſlip, that will not roam from 
houſe to houſe for this purpoſe, and*redouble jour-- 
ney after journey. It talleth out oftentimes, that 
afrer the mothers do neglect perſonally to give their 
children ſuck,and uſe fo much curioſity in the ele&ti- 
on, drawn by conſiderations meerly terrcne, that 
overmuch choiſe maketh them to ele ill, The clul- 
dren of rich men become droughty amongſt a mats 
of Fountains, wherewith they are preſented to ſuck 3c 
ſrom their infancy , and thoſe ef poor men,amonglt 
the incommodities of nourtriture, grow up as Sat- 
forn under hail , God counterpoizing to the one 
their over much ſolicitude of humane helps,and fup- 
plying the want in the other. Nowithllanding it 
cannot be deni&d, but that a moderate choiſe of 
Nurſes, ever accommodated to God's greater glo- 
ry, is moſt available to the infant, and thar perlons 
of Quality have this favour much more tranſcen- 
dent then others. 

After the Nurſes, come the Governours, and 
Governeſles. The poor creatures are inſtantly aban- 
doned, and caſt amongſt a little crew oichildren, 
their ordinary companions, and play-fellows, and 
there have they all liberty to beſmear one anviber 
as a Collicr's ſack. In the houſes of Great-ones there 
is always ſome ſage women, who giverh. ihe firſt 
tincture and impreſſions to the Souls of chiidrey, 
and beginneth ro trace on their render hearts the 


-0 


firſt draughts of the fear of God. When the Intant 5odren b 


is capable to learn any rhing, the poor creature 
much wanteth inſtrutions;tor the Chariot of learn- 
ing is now adays moved with the arms of Gold, and 
Silver. Great men make all Aris, and Sciences tri- 
burary to their fortune. 1f books be wanting, good- 
ly Libraries are ereted with money. It good 
Teachers, all the beſt Spirits, and choiſeſt Malters 
make haſte to enter into the houſes of Great-ones. 
There is not a Grammarian,Gcograpber, Chronos 


The HOLY COURT. 


4O pride, ard ſenſuality, which are the rwo Rocks 


We " N 


VII. Motive. Edecation, 


hands. Judge now then the injury you do to 
God, and the wrong”you inflict on your ſelves, | 
when you abuſe theſe bounties of Heaven, . Where. B94 ednca» 
indo we abuſe it then? In two prigcipal points. ng 
The fir is negleting good inſtruction, The ſe- men.aud 
cond -in fubyering it by vice contrary (hereunto, + 
How is that? Firit, many fathers, and mothers at Fathers, 


this day, reſembling Oſtriches, who lay: their Egs 30.0. 
in the open way, without hatching chem, little re- pared to 


Oltri CCS 
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gard to till the mirds of their children, by planting 
therein the fear of God, to gather afterward a rich 
harveſt of eminent virtue, ſuitable ro their coridi- 
tion, But if a Propoſition be made, to expoſe them 
to the height of the wheel of worldly honours, with * 

the ſreſh gale of favour,then are they eagerly.buſte, 

Is rot this it, which the Prophet 7ercmzy did deplore, pita crc 
when he ſaid, Hiernſalcm was cruel as &n Oftrich in 
the deſerts ? Such fathers there will be fourd in the Lhe" 
world, 'who, without any. guidance, or diretion, /e». 
.hruſt their Sons into the throng of many hazards Th*<2 +7 
ot being undone, ard will noteſpare to ſend them 

into the fellowſhip of Devils, into. the contempt 

ot Religion, and looſe Liberty, fo thatit may be 

a Gegree to advatce their fortune; What Chriſti- 

amity 15 uns? Gucvarra, % Oreat Courticr, ſaith, Cuetarra 
that Parents, who ſo ſerd their chitdren to Lonre, VIEW 


me erifhenrc 


h 
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- without preſcribing . how they ought, ;to demean coniers, 


themſelves, and not allowing them: ſome perſoun, irflaed 
f© 4 _ - 4 Ye _—_ aq The © 
who may ſcaſonably .ceprchend their rimperfeRi heme 


ous, ſhould do much. betier to lod them with. 
irors, and place them in the hovſe of Fools, be- 
caule there they are bound, that they may become 
more wile, and inytÞ2 Court, they are let looſe to 
make them more, fooliſh. 17 a yourg man have 
deſerved che.wheel, do but put him into the hands 
of his own will, a more butcherly executioner you 
cannot give him, 
The other point is yet more perillous when they Ger: cor- 
are not onely nesleted, but are purpoſely bred in \", 


Neb its 


£ 


whereon theſe youns ſou!ls make ſhip-wrack, One 
of the wiick men 6, the Reon Empirecomplain- _, 
cd of the Time he lived in, wherein they firſt built «+» 
Palaces befere the mouth was formca ; that yeung beys ©" 
were Wrapped iP is Scart, that they-grew up in Lit- \, x 
ters, «nd Coaches, withent ever ſcarce ſettin® fect to 
the ground, and that their lips were kifsed for having /.... 
ſpoken ſeme ſettiſh foppery. This was fomewlar ro- 4 
lerable amongſt Heathens ; but to ſce ( briſtian chil- © 
£dup in pride,. in flatteries, in, perperual ,.,; 
apiſh toys, ſervices,and ſubmiſſions, which raiſe their "* 4 
kish ſpirir, isir not a prodigie ? Theſe little Thra- !., 
ſcniſts are no ſooner our of the ſhe, but inſtantly 
they cſtabliſh a jurisd:Gion in the family, they make 
a noſe of Wax of their Parents, drunk with love,and 
childiſh indulgence, to lead, apd turn them where 
they lift , they do, and undo what chey pleaſe, and 
ingeed, exerciſe even then a petty tyranny, to make 
themſelves afterwards looſe, and unfertercd Lions, 
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loger, Rhetorician, or Philoſopher will-fail them. 60 And they, ſeeing all things are permitced them, do 


If they could not otherwiſe have it, but rhar ihey 
mul}, tetch lezrning from the furtheſt confines of 
the earch; to infuſe it into their brain, they would 
have it at what price ſoever. ifthey be to be train» 
clin Military exerciſe, the braveſt Acagemics are 
opened. to them. If the Parents ſhew themſclyes 
(though. it, be never 10-lizcle) affetes to Devo- 
tion, and Virtye, they that never were bent there- 
ro will be pliable , and ſeek rather ro make ſale 
thereof, then to uſe ir. 

Verily you, O Noblemen, bebold that the help 
@f education is great, and wholly in your own 


79 Hereupon, fathers,atid mothers, take heed,cankers, £4»ca" 
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nNome- 
Icks vicks 


inſtantly take chat vogue, which deprayed. nature 
doh preſeat unto them, rhey follow the track of ticks! 
pleaſure, and vclupiuoutnefs, fo fattening, and en. HW 
groſſing their ſouls, thar all the luſtre of the ſpirit is v: 
wholly buried, and extina, Their houſhold-fervants 
who nearly attended them, ſecing their favour may 
this way be gained, geſperately corrupt them, pro- 
poſing vices.to them, of which they never bad the 
leaſt knowledge. | 
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which devour bodies, and peftilences, which fuffo- ,....,. 
cate hearts, are not ſo dangerous as are theſe crea- mende1 
- rares.” 
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tures,unworthily (laviſh in the moſt prodigious ſer. 
vitude that may be, when under prerext of wel- 
wiſhing, they thruſt your children into vice, before 
their eyes are open to diſtinguiſh it. Know, that 
children are, as'faith Clemens Alexandrinu, the 
flowers of marriage, nothing is ſo eaſfie to be cor- 
rupted, a little contagious breath will tarniſh, and 
dry up all their beauty. Underſtand, they are your 
poſſeſſions, and inheritances , Poſſedi hominem per 


lent paſ- 
fog « of 
Fathers, 


Clemens 
cAlexand, 
2, Pxdag. 
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IX. Motive. 


Court a life of Penance, Part x, 


were ſhe baniſhed from all the corners of the earth, 
we then ſhould ſearch ſor her among Courtiers, 
their life always being between the two ſcales of the 
balance, whereof the one is called Envie, the other 
Miſery. This isit, which obligeth them to an ex. 
craovlinary perfection, that they may perpetually 
ſtand upon their guard, and avoid the lealt defect. 
This is it, which if they know well how to uſe it, 
doth abſolutely ſhut up from them the gate to all * 


Dexm, ſaid the firſt mother of mortals, If you leave 10 exceſs, for it Envie (according to the Proverb) 


them unmanured, all overtun with thorns, and bri- 

ars, you ſhall become anſwerable to the juſtice of 

pf Almighty God, Look well unto it, faith St. Hierom, 
. that x 5 carouſe net in the _ of Babylon, and be 

Erunt v- wot ſtrucken with the hammer the noiſe whereof wil re- 
lied ſound throngh the earth, otherwiſe they will one day be 
lances iv nails, and lances in your fides (as faith the Scripture) 
laeribss. to transfix you even to the heart. In the fourth book 


:; Of Kings 42. children ill brought up were devoured 


will offer to ſhave an Egg, what will ſhe not do in 
a Meadow ? 

Secondly, the antient Canons, and DoQGurs of Five de- 
the Church, as St. Baf/, obſerve five degrees of pe. $*72..c. 
nance, The firſt was called Sorrow,which was a ſtate among the 
of tears,and grones. The ſecond is called Andicnce, Ae 
which was a degree,to which Penitents, after an in- o. _ 
finite number of ſighs, were admitted to hear the ##%=**; 


inftruRions, and R_y of the Word of God, 


by Bears,to teach Parents, that ſince they have done 20 whereof they were before deprived. The third, H- na!«- 


lefs then Bears, who ſhape their whelps by much lick- 

ing, & ſmothing them,they therefore by Bears were 

bereft of them: and ſuch infants(ſaith $.Cyprian)will 

_ one day complain at the tribunal of God, ſaying, 
lapfis, / 4 T he per fidiouſneſ's of others hath betrayed ms, onr fa- 


didit nos a- theys,and our mothers have been our parricides.In like 
maner youth, take heed how you abuſe the gift of 


liena perfi- 
dia, paren- 


te: ſenſinus Your good education, and the many inſtrumental 
perricidas. rgeans, which God hath granted you for the exerciſe 


miliaticn, which was when the Penitents were ad- ©* 
mitted to a certain part of the Maſs, but not at the 
'Sacrifices : for they went out before the conſecrati- 

on, a little after the newly-inſtructed Chriſtians, the 

Prieſt repeating over them a certain Prayer, during 

which time they made a low obeyſance, their face 
bowed to the ground. The fourth degree is called 
Conſiſtence, where the Penitents had leave to hear ogacc; 
Maſs at the full length as others, but not to make 


of virtue, otherwiſe you ſhall pay the loſſes thereof 30 any Oblation, nor ro communicate : for that was 


in the length of a corrupt, and miſerable life, and 
your bones in old age ſhall be filled with the follies 
of youth, which ſhall fleep with you even in your 
Tomb,and drag your ſouls into the bottomleſs pre- 
cipice, from whence there is no recovery, 


The ninth REASON, 
Which maketh it appear, the Court us a life of 


Penance. 


Mongſt the Motives, which the exa&t Maſters 

of ſpiritual ”; _ tro Religious men, to 
invite them to perfe&tion, they ſet before their 

es,that they are all ſtirred up to virtue,when th 

already are in the arms of penance. The like with 
juſt reaſon we may ſay to Courtiers, the more to 
enflame them to fortify themſelves in great,and glo- 
rious virtues, to wit, that arriving at Court, they 
enter into a houſe of penance, where they ever 


reſerved to the laſt degree,called Communien,where wid. 
they obtained a full reconciliation in the participa. 

tion of the holy Myſteries, as the fore-alledged 
Biſhop hath-moſt excellently explicated. 

Of theſe five parts of Penance, Courtiers for the PraQie of 
moſt part exerciſe thoſe,which are moſt irkſom, and = = 
very ſeldom participate in the conſolations of the Cour. 
other more ſweet, and benign. If Penitents have a 
degree of tears, and lamentations, where are ſighs, 


40 and groans more frequent then in Court, for the ma. 


ny difaſters, which ordinarily occur in their affairs ? 

One may well apply to them that paſlage of 7eb, 
expreſſed in St. Gregory the Great, The Giants, or Job 20. 
men of the earth,do groan under the waters. Out alaſs! os. cap F 
how many times the poor miſerable creatures, after quis. 

a world of travels, purſuits, and hopes, which are Ee - 
dreams without ſleep,ſeeing themſelves tranſported © *© 
into diſgrace with a turious torrent of envy,figh,and 


mourn in an Ocean of calamities? One frown of an 


day have a thouſand occaſions of ſuffering, which is 50 incenſed Prince is more formidable to them then the 


the ſhorteſt way to perfe&tion. That the Court is a 
place of publick penance, appeareth for the reaſons, 
which I intend now to produce, Firſt, Antiquity 
hath called penance, by the word Envy, as Tertal- 
Pi Han hath done, who faith, ze ſtrike at the gates of 
calum tw Heaven, as with the hammer of exvy , that is to ſay, 
%»m*- with penance. This name hath been given, either 
for that it doth make God as it wereenvied, if he 
pardon not, ſeeing the eſtate of Penitents ſo deplo- 

Vongies rable , Tavis 
Called 2 learned Biſhop of Orleans hath noted in his Obſer- 
of Envie. Vations upon T ertxllian:or for that the Latine word 
invidere ſgnifieth oriSnel not to ſee any thing, 
bur to turn the eye aſide as from a ſad objeR, and 
the habit, eſtate, and condition of the Penitents was 
heretofore fo lamentable, that the nice, and curious 
ayerted their eyes from them, and could not endure 
ſo much as onely to behold them. Howſoever it be, 


Tert«l. A- 


- the ae of Envie doth excellently well agree with . 
art. That is the neſt where Envie hatcheth 70 of humiliation, wherein, as other Interpreters ob- humility. . 


Envie of the : 


Go Egs, the Throne where ſhe exerciſeth her Em- 


pire, the Altar where ſhe hath many ſacrifices, and 


acit Deo niſi ignoſcat, as the moſt 60 ther*s ſight, bare this diſgrace with fo much anxi 


eye ofa Baſilisk, yea, more terrible then the crack of | 

a Canon. The favours they enjoy are winged, and 
ſlippery ; all the contentment they can poſſibly re- 

ceive inten years, will not afford ſo much joy to 

their hearts,as the repulfe of one fole day,coming as 

a ſtroke of thunder ,aflieth them,and makerh them 

give ground, ifthey have not recourſe to heaven 
conſolations. See you not how Abſalom re-eſta- o4:cro ur 


bliſhed in Court, yet deprived of the King his fa- widen Lo 
's 2 gned 

of mind, that he asked a bloody death for his reme- þ memer es 

dy ? What will the look of a Lion be, if the onely Wen. 

deprivation of a favourable eye be ſoill to bedt- cjar me. 

geſted 2 What will become of ſo many other contra- > k<$-"4+ 

rieties, which at every turn transfix ſo many brave | 

deſigns, ſo well projeted ? Where will not occaſi- 

on of many moſt bitter ſorrows be found, amons 

ſo divers accidents, which cauſe us to ſtand at all 


times prepared for blows? If Penitents bein a ſtate "IEP 


ſerve, they not onely humbled themſelves, proſtra- 
ted onthe carth at the Prieſi's benediQton, M they 
: owly 
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lowly laid themſelves under the feet of all the 
-world , where ],pray,are Souls found, born more to 
ſervitude, more pliant,more abaſed, then the Cour- 
tiers? They bend like the Fiſher's angling-line,they 
ſtoup, they turn, and wheel about to all purpoſes, 
that they may arrive where they pretend. They buy 
all their Honour at the price of great ſubmiſhons, 
their Scarlet at the price of ſordid ambition, and 
glory with the coin of ſlavery. That is it, which 


IX. Motive. Court a life of Penance, 


A Religious man tmaketh a vow of poverty : ſuch 
a Courtier there may be found, who,without vow- 
making findeth himſelf the moſt part of his time 
miſerable poor , great fortunes, yea,thoſe who car- 
ry all,at the end of their account finding themſelves 
hunger-ſtarved, and wretched. A poor Religious 
man at diner-time findeth his Napkin laid,and with- 
out taking of further care the gitts of God arrived, 
as ſeaſonably as if Flies Crow had brought them. 


cyrian.ad Sf. Cyprian excellently well obſerved : Behold ye thi 10 Such a Courtier is to be found, who oft-times lodg- 


ponatum, Comrtier, Who gazeth on himſelf in Scarlet ? If you 
g_ knew how many baſe ſubmiſſions the fog lnſt re of 
ſpicuu ful- this bright gar ment coſt him, if you knew What ſcorn, 
grefits vi- what repulſ what contempts,even of ſmh as were more 
_—_ arrogant then himſelf, he hath ſwallowed, how-many 
gmbus hue proud gates he hath (as it were) beſieged every day, go- 
argue ing to perform his com; lements ;, and how man) times 
gear ? Quo: he hath made himſelf a tirrop-holder, or foot-boy for 


arr0ganmi- , 1 i nce. to Tainthistrat 
—— the ſervice of a diſdainfull Prince, to 9 bs traty, 


eth in ſome crooked narrow lane, he cateth on ſome 
hired table,lieth on ſome borrowed bed,and abideth 
in a chamber without door, or portal, and at the 
end of all comes an Hoſt, who ſurprizeth him when 
he hath nothing to content him , at which time his 
afMiction is greater to diſcover his poverty, then to 
feel it , leſs 1t grieveth him to be miſerable, then to 
have a witneſs of his wretchedneſs. Suchan one 
hath been ſeen poſſeſſed of above two thouſand 


pr: percn- Whic h wow attendeth him, you then would have more 20 Ducats of yearly rent, who neither had bread, fewel, 


lit > £4 piry of his perſon, then envie of his tortune. An an- 
—_ tient Courier being asked, how he had grown old 
»«-ſalea- in Court, did not he anſwer : By receiving injuries 


ror bſedit * every day with thanks ? Many men fatten with dif. 


xeon graces, as faithfull Dogs with baſtonadoes. 
og Behold how Courtiers participate with penitents 


ante proceſs 11 Pains, and not incomforts : for penitents after 
fe,ut pſu» many auſterities come to enjoy with taſtful content- 
«:a9/«%- ment the hearing of the Word of God. A Cour- 


tarnm co- 


ſpit,nor kettle in his houſe, but every day a regiſter 
ready of great mens boards, where he might go to 
beg a diner. What beggary is this? Gaevarra addeth 
alſo to this ſpecious poverty of a Courtier, that 
Grooms rob him, Caters bring in falſe reckon- 
ings, Buffoons importune him, Ladies of Court 
unplume him, other women, leſs honeſt, filch from 
him. When every one beholdeth him unfeathered, 
they haſten to pull the plumes gff his wings, andif 


me: poftme- tier after a thouſand, and a thouſand mortifications, 30 his wings fail him, he no more ſhall bave friends, 


4m iris ſhall not gain oft-times one good word from his 
pracederer. 


A notable Prince, Penitents,after they had been throughly tur- 
anſwer of mojled,came to the ſtate of repoſe,and conſiſtence : 
an ole... but Courtiersare always upon the wheel, not find- 
Injurias 4c- ing a firm footing of conſtancy to fix themſelyes on. 
&pients. © The Penitents came in the end to the participation 
*:»4, Of myſteries: and Courtiers with all their miniſte- 
Ceres. 2.de ries of iniquity" ſeldom enter into the Temple of 
3 ©.35* hoped honour, and if they do enter, they find not 
the myſterie,which can fatisfic all their appetites. 
Behold you not a rough penance? Behold you 

not a patience able to make Saints, yea, Martyrs, if 
they did onely meaſure themſelves with the Ell of 
torments? Gaevarra, who had lived in a Cloiſter, 
and a Court, found the penance of Religious men 
was much ſweeter then that of Courtiers, A religi- 
ous man many times ſtayeth long in one houſe, and 
buildeth at his good leiſure a little neſt, ro die in the 
ſweet-ſmelling odours of good lite, and holy con. 
verſation: and it ſeemerh (ſaid he) the maled; 

of Cain is fallen upon Courtiers, for they are al- 
ways in mo:ion, as {trangers, and every day change 
Inns, and Hoſteries, A religious man obeyeth bur 
one onely, a Courtier hath ſo many Vaſters, as he 
hath ations cud pretenſions, which fetter his liber- 
ty, a good never to be eſtimated by a valuable price. 
A religious man maketh an account of his demear- 
our to his ſuperior: a Courtier hath a thouſand con- 
trollers of bis ations. So many parts and members as 


Compari- 
ſon be- 
tween a 
Courtier, 
and a Re- 
ligious 
man. 


40 God, and notwithſtanding bath 


nor ſuccour, 


A Religious man, having made a vow of chaſtity, 
hath my great, and undoubted means to obſerve 
it, provided by his rule : the chaſtity of a Courtier is 
always in ſnares, and combats, his battels are perpe- 
tual,his vitories moſt rare, the obligation notwith- 
ſtanding of continency ſticks upon him, and his 
transgreſlions are reſerved to God's vengeance, A 
Religious man hath his —_ for the ſervice of 

is ſeaſon of watch- 
ing, repaſt, and ſtudy all diſtributed with a prudent 
Occonomy : the Courtier hath neither repoſe, nor 
repalt certain, for the ſervice of the world, He di- 
neth when it pleaſeth his Alexander , and bis ſleep 
is no more his own then his: liberty, of which he is 
diſpoiled before he go to bed; athing notwith- 
ſtanding ſo precious, rhat whoſoever well knoweth 
the price thereof, would not lend it out, though he 
had the whole world for a pledge. A Religious 


ion 50 man maketh voluntary abſtinencies, with:merir, and 


conſolation : your Courner faſterh oftener rhetrhe 
would, with demerit, without comfort. ' Briefly, a 
Religious man weareth hair-cloth, and the Cour- 
tier thorns, and cares, which never forſake bim:;' A 
Religious Recluſe hartras it were no body to pleaſe 
but himſelf : a Courtier; who endeavourethto con- 
tent all,many rimes'ſatisfieth no man ; if he hold hig 
peace, he is a Lourdane ; if beſpeak, heis a Babler , 
if he ſpend;heis a Prodigal ; if'a good husband, co- 


the eſtate of the King hath, are to him fo many 69 verous, if he ſtay in his lodging, heis an Hypotrite , 


chains,ſo many obſeryances. He muſt (faith this Au- 
thour)ſerye the King,wait on Favorites, viſit Noble- 
men, Court-treaſurers, give to door-keepers, fru- 

ally endear Auditours,entertain Provoſts,gain har- 

ingers, flatter pay-maſters, do for his friends, dif- 
ſemble with his enemies. All which things infinitely 
exerciſe obedience,and attract unſpeakable ſlavery. 
If a Courtier once do what he can, he is a thouſand 
times made to do what he would not, and admit he 


be a favorite of the Prince, he is a ſlave to all the of- , 


ficers, and to alt reſpe&s, and relations, by which he 


holds his fortunes, as if one ſhould hold a Wolf by 
the cars. 


if he make many viſits, he 15a Buſie-body if he be 
bravely atttended, -they fay he is a Fool x if; be car 
alone, he is miſerable. _ 

In finz,this great Courtiet G#evarra,afterhehad 
repreſented the faſhion of the time, and diſpoſition 
of the Court molt hvely, draweth this concluſion, 
That the life of Court is not a life, but rather-a.-pub» 
lick penance : aud that we ought. not to call Cour- 
tiers living men, but interred alive, becauſe they die 
as often as they underſtand, that another is more in 
favour of the Times then themſelves. _ | 

Judge then upon all this, which 1 have here diſf- 

G 2 courſed, 


« 
% 


*X. Motive. Gratitude. 
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coutſed, whether one ought to fortifie himſelf ſo 
much the more with virtue, and courage, by how 
much he beholdeth himſelf expoſed to great and 

al occaſions,cither of fin,or miſery?Whether 
the Courtier have leſs obligation to virtue then the 
Religious,ſince he ſeeth himſelf ar all turns in great- 
er,and more evident perils? Judg,if this be a our 
of ea» 7p God to have a ſubjeR of penance, and 
a fair field to exerciſe patience, how Courtiers here- 


Part r. 


and Gnomon to point out time, ard in its abſence 
the Moon. The Lights, and Stars contribute there- 
to their luſtrous brightneſs. The Sea the azure of 
his waves f6r ornament, The Earth ſerves for conn- 
terpoize. The ſtony Quarries, the metals, and the 
plants, for an Emblem to exerciſe the wiſcſt inthe , 
knowledge of this great Work-man. The living 
Creatures are the ſmall chimes,and Man is the grear 
clock, which is to ſtrike the hours, and render thanks 


in are made happy,and how many palms they might 10 to the Creatour. 


reap, if they would add the application of ſpirit, 
ſincerity of intention, and ſpiritual direction to the 
exerciſes of their profeſſion. Through the want of 
theſe virtues, rROny to gain all,they loſe all, me- 
rit eſcapes them, and all their life the bad thiefs 
croſs abideth with them, And that,which is moſt de- 
Ss as pp is, that they adore their puniſhments, and 
Inwndatio- Jike the tribe of Zabulon, of whom Scripture ſpeak- 


— eth, they ſuck in the water of the Sea as Milk, and all 


woente 
The tenth REeaso N, 


Which dependeth on acknowledgment, or pra- 
titude, 

H** Noblemen, and worldly Great-ones no 

other ſpur to incite them to perfeCtion, but the 


acknowledgment of ſo many benefits, which they 
have received fron the liberal hand of God, it were 


always a potent motive to a heart truly generous, 30 who had before freed them from the ſnares of the 


who feareth ingratitude more then death. 
& It is not without myſterie, that God in the be- 
#God x- ginning of the world's creation, of twelve names at. 
med tributed unto him, he taketh that of Z/ohim,derived 
ob4s''s from an Hebrew word, ſignifying to tie, and eb/ige, 
zinning of Making himſelf at the very firſt known to man, even 
the world» jn the world's infancy, \under the title of Obliging, 
to teach him, that he is born among benefits, the ac- 
knowledgment of which ſhould become natural to 


A notable him, That great man Phi/o the Few, in the Beok he 40 


diſcourſe 


of Phils, Entituled Noe's Plant figureth untous a certain tra- 


dition of the Sages of his Nation, to wit, that God 
the Creatour, after he had framed the world as a 
Scucheon'of his Nobility, a contracted table of his 
Titles, a mirrour of his greatneſs, and wiſdom, de. 
manded of the Prophets, or the Angels then in glo- 
ry, what they thought of this work , and that one 
among them, after he had highly commended the ar- 
chitecture of this goodly univerſe, ſaid freely, that 


This acknowledgement of courſe is due to God 
from all men, and the failing herein is greatly pu. 
niſhable for two reaſons, The firſt is, That God 
hath with his finger engraven it in the nature of the 
world. The ſecond, That he extraordinarily re- 
commended it in the new, and old Law, As con- 
cerning what toucheth the law of nature, benefits 
are the wings of love, more ſwift then tempeſts, th 
overtake Birds in their flight. We behold in Hiſtory, | 


bitterneſs ſeems ſweet as ſugar to their depravedtaſts. 20 where on one ſide a Stork cometh to caſt a precious j..jrude, 


Stone into the boſome of a Maid, which had healed excellent 
her of a wound , and on the other ſide an Eagle, 2% * 
that ſeeing the body of a young man burned, which .1a».lib. 
had fed, and cheriſhed hercaſt her ſelf with alacrity ©t-22- 
into the = her enkindled pile. Good turns cap. 5, © 
are golden Nets, which catch the ſwiftefſt gliding «£%#».lib. 
Fiſhes, we find the proof hereof, when the Dolphins bes hen 
aſſembled with troops upon the Sea-ſhore, where 

they celebrated the obſequies of one called Ceranxs, 


Fiſher. men, Benefits are ſharp-pointed Arrows, = 206. .off 
Lions. We find it in the Hiſtory of Andredas, who, $74... 
becauſe he had pulled a thorn out of a Lion's foot, dicatwr ti- 
made a Beaſt of ſervice of him, and led him through ©; oo 
all the City of Reme,gentle,and meek as a Lamb. O /pirem /x- 
how ſtrong bird-lime is a benefit ! all generous birds #4 #- 
are taken with ir, there is none but ſome certain ill- ry Fi. 
conditioned Owls,which eſcape from it. Iſract a#- 
Noblemen, will you think you do too much, if ,7.;7.. 
you ſhould acknowledge the benefits of your Crea- vir. 
tour, ſince Beaſts the moſt ſavage recompenſe good {19% 2. 
turns received from ſlaves, and forgetting their na- in the 
ture cannot but remember a benefit,though ſmall ? Law of 
As for the written Law, what virtue is more often ***" 
recommended, then gratitude,and thankful zcknow- 
ledgement ? God giveth not any benefits without 
preparing Monuments. If he deliver his people our 


of Egypt, a Lamb of Paſs-over, under the title of 


. which _— penetrate the heart of Tygers, and 4<6wre re: 


he alſo therein yer requiredone perfeRion, to ſee a 50 gratitude, is to be offered for ever : if he give Man- 


Seal upon ſo many brave,and rich inventions. What 


isit, ſaith the Eternal Father ? I would deſire (re- 
plicd be)a ſtrong yoice;powerful,harmonious, which 
bornupon the wings of the winds, and clonds, upon 
the Chariot of the air, mightepleniſh all the parts 
of-theworld, and inceffantly eccho forth nighr and 
dayin praiſes, and: thanksgiving for your incompa- 
rable benefits. Verily-a (good invention, and wor- 
thy of an/Angelical ſpirit,yet notwithſtanding, God 
hath: ſufficiently:provid 
ming the world as a large clock, he bath proportion- 
ably given to man the place; -which this celeſtial ſpi» 
rit ſeemed to require, And, that it might not be 
The wortg Otfierwiſe then ſo, the firſt wheel of this great clock 
a Clock, of the wov|U is the primum mobile,the continual mo- 
and how. tjon, the ſecret influences of Antipathies, and Sym- 
parhies, which are as it were hidden in rhe bowels of 
Nanute. :The hand thereof is this goodly, and beau- 
tiful embowed frertizing of the heavenly orbs,which 


for this defeR. For fra- 60 


na, a Pot thereof is reſcryed in the Tabernacle: if 

he work wonders with Aeſes rod, it is preſerved for 

an eternal memery. Gratitude is the Key of the 

land flowing with Milk, and Hony , ingratitude is a 

chanel, from whence all the plagues of heaven pour ,,..._. 
down upon rebellious, and contumacious heads. Is obſerra::- 
it not very remarkable, that the 1ſraelites were 915 upon 
morecarefull to carry with them into the deſerts x... 
Timbrels to praiſe God with,/ then Arms to defend rioe: 
themſelves? Praiſes go before curtilaxes,and all war- jm 
like engines. The Captains of the valorous Debora & g/«dis 
are for the ſame cauſe termed in Scripture Norge ets nm 
ries, becauſe they went into the war with pen, and ,,m. 
ſword. The ſword to fight with,and the pen to write ve xodec 
the praiſes of God, If you demand of Rupertns,Why 5,cuma 
in Genef6s, when all creatures are ſpoken of, there is Tivc- 

not one word of the ſphere of Fire: he will anſwer 74 ** 
you, that Fire, becauſe of its barren unfruitfulneſs, is 14. 


the ſymbol of ingrarirude, and for that purpoſe it is Nee: 70. 


Nrerpre- 


we behold with onr-eyes:':* The twelve Signs are as 70 not once mentionedin the place where queſtion was cum i 3 


it were the diſtintions of the twelve hours of the 
day, The Sun exerciſerh rhe office of the Steel, 


mede of the facrifice of acknowlegement. If you p-*. in 


ask.of St, Chry/eſtom,, why God, coming to give a _— 
Law 


Book 1. 


Thorns, he urs __ = it was wh to this un- 

-4nr.1, 6, Sratefull people the deformity of their ingratitude, 
Hexaim, 5 nified by thoſe thorny plants. S. Ambreſ. likewiſe 
4%. obſervethit was the providence of heaven, to give 
oung Toby an Angel, and a Dog tor companions of 

his voyage. The Angel to do him good offices, and 

the Dog, who is moſt ſenſibly mindtull,to cauſe him 

to remember a benefit, See you not the world, and 
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Law te his people, appeared amongſt Briers, and. 


X. Motive, Gratzetude. + 


Nature hath caſt all menin one, and the ſame 
mould, all are equal according to birth, all equal in 
death, who uſerh to meaſure with the ſame ell Lin- 
ſy-woolſey, and cloth of Tiſſue. But what inequali« 
ty is there in the conditions of life? It ſeemeth 
when the courſe of each man's eſtate, and fortune is 
well conſidered, there is more difference between 
man, and man, then between man, and beaſt. 

How many creatures are born ever in the fetters 


the law are extended, and diſpoſed, one in his crea- 10 of miſerable ſervitude, and falute life with a yoak 


tures, and the other in all his precepts, to impreſs 

FO" | yay hearts? One of the Antients ſaid, 

Awrel.x. that to die ungratetull was the moſt infamous death 

—{nreni7e might be imagined. Would you then (Nobles) have 

«2:52 Your bodies buried in Churches, in places moſt emi- 

'0%%@-- nent, and conſpicuous, yer ſpare not to make ingra- 
tirude a Sepulchre {or your ſouls? 

Add hereunto preſently a conſideration well 


worthy to be pondered, that by how much the be. 


on their neck? And behold you are not onely 
born free, bur Noble, but great, but eminent, you 
come into the world like Diadamen, with a dia- 
dem of honour on your foreheads. 

How many do you behold born with very great 
diſproportion of body, with bunched backs, crook- 
edneſs, maladies, deformities, which they are enfor- 
ced to carry with ggem from their mothers womb 
to their grave? _ And behold you are born with a 


nefits you have received from the liberal hand of ,, body well-compoſed, that nature bath framed to 


Almighty God are great, and glorious, ſo much the 
more1s it a hideous thing, to _ them inthe coin 
| of ingratitude, Follow the foor-{teps of the Oracle 
Renctony, of Dethonrs, St. dqgaſine mug thepractice,which 
Sr. .a»ugw- he uſed to enflame himſelf ro grarefull acknow- 
fine t0£3- Jedgments. Go ye upon the brink of abyſles, and 
courage , by» 
himſelf to ſpeak to Nothing, which is not at all, nor ever was, 
grarirude» nor ever ſhall be. Caſt up your age, and demand of 
it, Where were you ſo many years ? It will reply to 
your heart wit 
which you have been, it is. And what have you 
done to God,to be at this time that, which ir is not ? 
Take into your 'hand a Diamond, it will tell you 
it hath eſſential being with you, but it liveth not, 
and what have you done to God to have lite above 
the ſame? Goto Cedars, and Palm-trees, and you 
ſhall underſtand, they have life common with you, 
bur you ſenſe above them. Under what title was it 
due to you? With what mony did you purchaſe it ? 


ſerve as a Cabinet for the ſoul, which God would 
lodg in. 

How many ſtupid, groſs, and obſcure ſpirits, un- 
joynted pu pony; 975 Ar brains are there in the 
world ? And yet God hath given to youa fpirit ca- 
pable of all kind of lights, knowlgdges, a judgment 
well-grounded, a faithful memory, and all the mo- 
veables of a fair ſoul. How many children come 
into the world as little abortives, and are afterward 


dumb words, and tell you, Thar , g left withone inſtruction, guid, or condu, as lees, 


and dregs of the creatures of the earth? And behold 
how all things co-operate to your education. 

How many millions of mortals daily diffolve into 
poverty, in a wretched, and needy lite, inextream 
miſeries,which make them feed upon gall, and every 
day to drench part of their life in tears? And be- 
hold you are born to great patrimonies, infinite 
riches, large revenues; behold not onely men, and 
beaſts, bur all che elements alſo are kept in breath to 


Goto Eagles,andLions, and they will tell you, they ,. contribute to your ſervices, your magnificence, 


have ſenſe common with you, but you have reaſon, 
an incomparable good above them : You have judg- 
ment, memory, underſtanding, free-will ; you are 
men, and they are beaſts. What have you done to 
God to be made man ? to be a reaſonable creature 
capable of an infinite good > What have you done 
before your being, to be that which you are ? What 
ſacrifice have you preſented, being as then in no- 
thing, to be borninto the world ſupereminently 


your felicities, your delights. 

How many are at the foot of the wheel,trampled 
on, and oppreſſed under the tyrannie of men, man 
times more cruel then wilde,and ſavage beaſts? And 
behold you are on the top of the wheel, behold you 
are upon the higheſt 71 of honour, feared of 
your enemies, cheriſhed by your equals, adored by 
your inferiours , doth this ſeem m—_— to you ? 
Or if it ſeem fit ro you, to caſt it up with your ac- 


prelated above all the creatures of the world? Well, 5 , compt, tett'me if you have it trom your ſelves ? 


admit you had deſerved your being: where have 
you merited your wel-being ? Say you had merited 
to be men, where have you deſerved to be Chri- 
ſtians? to be ſeleRted by the hand of God from fo 
many infinite Nations,which daily people Hell > to 
be waſhed with the blood of his Son, to be rege- 
nerated by the waters of Baptiſm, to be prota 
with his own ſtamp, to be beautified with his grace, 
ſupported with his merits, enlightened with his 


Tell me if you were, before your being, able to me- 
rit all theſe favours from Heaven ? 

Take now the balance your ſelf, and judg, if it 
be not a looſe,and barbarous ingratitude ro ſteal the 
ſilver, and gold of God to make Idols to Bag! , to 
light your lampat the Altar-fire of the Omnipo- 
tent, to make pillage afterward of his Temple , ro 
take bread from the Maſter of the houſe with one 
hand, and to ſtab himwith the other ? And this is 


knowledge, protected under his wings, and the ſhel- 60 it, which you do, when you wholly abuſe all theſe 


ter of his Angels, to have all the means, and oppor- 
tunity to begin in the world a celeſtial life, and af- 
terward to reign in heaven for ever,and there to re. 
main abſorpt in an ocean of pleaſures, and felicities ? 
At what price have you bought all that ? Are you 
,not a jadiſh Mule to ſuck ſuch a Tear, and then to 
kick with your heels ? 
Parricular But you fay,it is common to you with ail Chriſtis 
On S|No- ians, I anſwer, the Sun is no lefs the Fun to you, 


gifts of Heaven in impiety, injuſtice, ambition, luſt, 
envie, rage, ina brutiſh, and ſtinking life. This is 
it, which bringeth aſtoniſhment even to the gates 
of heaven, and cauſerh the heavenly Father to ſpeak 
theſe lamentable words of Zeremie : How comes it 
to paſs that my, Wel-beloved hath commited ſo 
many outrages in my houſe ? HaveT then ( O my 
beloved)lodged thee in my Temple,have I nouriſh- 
ed, and bred thee from thy Cradle with as father| 


y 
blemes, for that it enlighteneth the eyes of a Piſmire, Bur be- 70 hand, to betray mine honour, and defile the glory 


hold what perſonally toucheth you, and that which 
you canriot forget without diſloyal ingratitude. 


of my Altars ? See you nor that in doing this you 
weave the thread of your eternal ruin ? 


Weigla 
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Weigh ſeriouſly { O Noblemen) what you are, 
what you can, what you have, what you are worth, 
and in good time take ho!d of this Maxim, not to 
deſire to be, nor to be able, nor to be valued, but 
for him, to whom you ow all your being, 


The eleventh Rr a50 x, 
Drawn from the effett, which examples ſhould 


produce, 


N what ſide ſoever 1 turn me{{ © you Great- 

ones) 1 find motives for you in every place of 
duty, ſpurs of honour, and inevitable obligations 
of virtue. Behold one of the moſt principal, to wit, 
Example : Yea, the example of great men is one of 
the moſt potent charms, as well for good,as ill, that 
may poſlibly be found in nature, See you not how 
the ſpirit of lies who keeps an oggn ſhop of all wiles, 
and ative pliantnefs, hath not found in all hell an 


XI. Motive, Example” Part 7: 
higheſt Reps of greatneſs, and cauſeth you firſt of 


all to ſee the ſtorm,and calm, God hath planted you 
with his hand as ſtars in this goodly firmament of 


' honour, upon your influences depend the whole 


courſe of this inferiour world, If they be good, th 
bring health, ſolace, and life into the whole world 
The people are as the ſea, and you are the winds, 
which raiſe, or depreſs them when you pleaſe. The 
people are like the Polypzs, who changeth.colour 


1 © according to the diveriity of objeRts , and you are 


the rocks, to which he is tied with a long chain of 
ſervitude , you take his liberty,and give him colour, 

The people is as Ivie, which creepeth, and clingeth 
aceording to his ſupport ; youare the Celofſms, and Vecius. | 
walls,which under-prop it. The people hath a heart cv. ſas 
of wax, and clay, and you are the Maſter-potters to Trine 
give what proportion you pleaſe. 4 good Prince 7,009.78 
ſheweth the Way of doing well to his ſnbjefls, in well cumque fie 


doing himſelf, and though he be great by the title of imaperio B14 


£7798, exems- 


engin better able to ingulph mankind in a thouſand 2© power , he #s much greater , and more potent by the plo magi «ft 


lamentable confuſions, then to ſet before bim the 
| bad example of great-ones, who by cunning ſleight, 
T4. wor 2nd tyrannie came to that height as to cauſe them- 
heretofore Telves to be accompted as God? Satan, baving ſet 
perverted them upon the Altar, puts himſelf in poſſeſſion of 
le of Their hearts : for coming to ſhew to theſe blind ido- 
great-ones. laters an adulterous 7wpiter , an unchaſt Venus, a 
bloudie Mars, he whiſpered in their ears, The God, 
whom you adore, and for whom you ere& Tem- 


force of example. 

Hereupon, I leave you to judg the great offence re: fin 
yon commit, when by ill example you make vice to bd: 
paſs for law, vice, which would have no force, nor ample. 
vigour at all, if you did not give arms, and weapons 
into its hand, to ſack, and ſubjugare all the world. 

Firſt, you commit a great ſacrilege abuſing au. 
thority, which is a ray of the omnipotencie of God, 
impreſſed on your interiours to duty;and you make 


- . ples, and Altars, hath done this, and that, and are 3o boaſt as if it came from your ſelves, Thieves, that 


you better then he not to do the ſame ? 
Depraved nature,which no ſooner hath being, but 
«iu V-. that concupiſcence entereth thereinto, being already 
micus ds yehemently tranſported into exorbitancy by gene. 
emo” ral inclination, and coming afterward to feel the 
gion. .A4- ſwinge of this ſo alluring example(in thoſe, who were 
«utero > not onely eſteem'd great, but Gods immortahran to 
- quis? Fover Miſchief with full ſpeed, erected trophies of its own 
= pd & diſhonour,and covered its ulcers with a golden veil. 
ans [ud j9- 
Tow well-obſerved this reaſon in the book he compoſed 
quer: £ P'% ofthe errours of profane Religions. -** Is manan a- 
tr, & 1au- *© dulterer > Hecafterh his eye upon 7epiter, and 
— * draweth from the Idol of his falſe God the en- 
cy falls, ** kindling tinder of his luſt, He approverh, he imi- 
in Tawo ** tateth, he praiſeth his God, becauſe he deceiverh 
—_— ** a ſimple credulous maid in the figure ot a Swan 
Tyrannie © raviſheth another in the form of a Bull, and af- 
of Exam ** terward in another encounter perſonateth the 
«eg. Con- ſhape of a Satyre. 
feſ. 2. c-3-. What may be ſaid niore of the force, and tyranny 
Ancc'” ofexample, then to ſay with: St. Auguſtine : 'Not 
res flagiis Onely the vitious purſue vice in fill ſpeed, which 
an bh lead the way, but even thoſe, who have the fillet of 
m1gs,quan-{hame-fac'dneſs upon their brows, ſuffer themſelves 
te Hr haſtily to run after the torrent of examples,and ſup- 
[eter face. Poſe to bavea portionin the fortune of great men, 
I” when they have a ſharein their vices. 7 heard my 
fafti, ve- Companions who boaſted their wickedneſs making them» 
rum etians 
— Were more beaſt ly, aud diſhoneſt. And needs wonld I 
ſe quod 40 as they, wet ſo much through apperite of doing ill, as 
i 6/0 for complacence to be applanded 4 il. It often hap- 
abiftrr, Pened to me to counterfeit the ill, which I had not done, 
quo eram doubting to be innocent , for fear of beins reputed a 
es alu 714n of - no werth, and lcth to be cftermed chaſt, left 
talerer, Chaſtity thomld make me contemned by the world. 
Behold , O Noblemen, what power Example ex- 


qnta cram 
ercifeth upon the hearts of men. Blame none bur 


caſtior. 
Impor- 


ſelves ſo much the more | ar wh by how much they gg always be unreaſonable, bur leſs dangerous 


you are of the treaſure of God; you have rifled the 
chief of his coffers,which is that abſolute power, by 
which he is God; you have taken from thence a 
pearl, which himſelt afterwards enfigned into your 
hands, which himſelf fixed upon your head, to give 
you, as it were, a participation of his own eflence, 
and you unworthily retainit, without making it 
tributary to its Creatour. My God itis true, that 


he ,vwhb ſeeketh his own glory from thine ornaments, is a 45, 


Fo wt de 


The great wit 7/izs Firmicus, hath excellently , o very thief, and a robber, who endeavouring to filch tons ro gte- 


God's honour from him Realeth Paradiſe from 7 /* 
himſelf. What facrilege, I pray, can you think com- 714, i 
parable to this ? " rity bic fur 
Secondly,what an indignity it istodo that, which ©© ©" 
the ill example of Great-ones operateth, ſoto put, _ 
vice into grace, and virtue into negle&? Think you le the E 
not,if proof be made unto you, it is the work of An- work of 
richriſt, but that will ſuffice ro make you dereſt it ? — 


And what will Antichriſt do? To what will he bend, 


50 and diſpoſe all the ſinews, and arteries of his power, 


bur to ſet vice on the Altar ; and you will before- 
hand prepare a way for him ? All that, which 7e/z« 
Chriſt hath aid, and done, all that which he hath 
ſwear for, all that he endeavoured, all that be hath 
wept, all that he hath bled, he hath done to blot 
out, and extinguiſh with works, with words, with 
ſweat, with tears, with bloud, the work of (in, 
And you,forſooth ! will again ere the ſtatues. If 
ſin coming from you were eſteemed as fin, it would 
But 
now it happeneth nor to be fo reputed. The fins, : 
which in a mean fortune would be thought ſins, 24"*"15F 
when they are dreſſed up with a diadem, or cover- jure 
ed with a ſcarlet eloak, become the virtues of the #42" 
tirves : which is a thing moſt abominable. And by 
your ill example you arethe cauſe of this illufiow 
of man-kind, which holdeth vice for virtue, and 
crime for trophie. Obſerve what puniſhment a falſe 
coyner deſerveth, Adviſe with your ſelf, if Idola» 


— DM ſelves, if you create not a new. world,that you +g trie be the firſt, ard chief of all ſins, what would he 
ne exam: 


"\« of No. Paniſh not vice from the earth, and make a goiden 
ble-men, Age return again, God hath planted you upegthe 


merit, who were not onely an Idolater, but the an- 
thour, and inventour of a new idolatrie? 
And 


Book 1. 
And bad example doth it. When you, O Noble- 


men, degenerate, you impreſs {in with the ſtamp of 
virtue,you -=_- it upon the Altar,you are the cauſe 


that a thouſand, and a thouſand preſent oblations 
to it, you make a ſtable for horſes of the Temple of 
Honour, and you _ by the world eſteemed as 
little gods, employ all this reputation to deſtroy the 
honour of the true God, through the example of 
your wicked life, Tow make a deng-hill of Heaven, 


Canum de 
celo fats 


& errantes Jon cruelly, and miſerably ara ing *wandring ſouls 10 your example ſhall have made on earth, 


anime; per through htadlong precipices, when tocanſe them to ſin 
abyupt*. the more freely, you ſhew them the examples of the pet- 


YAcipila 
Fab cals- tie gods of the earth. Thele are the words of Palins 


mitate dice. P;ymiens. What ingratitude will make Heaven 
tis ; cum ho 


»inibus pec- DIuſh, and the earth to ſhake, if not this ? 1f you 
care volen- well weigh this conſideration, it will never eſcape 


wo men to do an a of ill example, or if paſſion ſhould 
de Dew#wm Happen to be exorbitant, at lealt you ſhould imitate 
mmſra% that bird,which by antiquity was called 7ſt, becauſe 
Fatins - 

Firm. 9+ pernicious, for fear they ſhould infe&t men , ſo you 


bliotheca, Tather ſhould bury your ill deportments in night, 
and obſcurity, thenexpoſe thera to publick view. 

For the third reaſon, conſider what wickedneſs 1t 

is to thruſt the knife into the throat, not onely of a 

multitude, that adoresyour fortune, and glorieth 

in the imitation of your vices, but alſo to pollute all 

poſterity with the authority of your crimes. Every 

Admonerer Age teacheth #4, we may do What hath been done, and 


> an. Your ſun is like mach ruſt, which cleaveth 6loſe to 
quends {+ all your ſucceſſours and how much the greater you are, 
exempla i- ſo much the more precipitation, and malice it hath. 


wnt,que jem Say not, you are perſonally culpable, and no 
 - more ; that you are not to anſwer to God, either 


Cyprian, «d for the ſin of thoſe who live with you, or thoſe that 
Donar. 
Eon Sic COME after you, 


eramentwn - - Which is ſo much otherwiſe, that the Scripture 
_— ordaineth, who ſhall open a common ciſtern with- 


Figure of Out ſhutting it again, 1f it happen that cattle fall 4 conclude, that Juſtice is in God, as water in the 


ill ex- 


therein, he was bound to repair this loſs. Your bro- 
*;_ ther doth he not more nearly approach to God 
then a bullock,or a horſe ? You have opened to him 
the gulf of ſcandal, and corruption, he is fallen into 
your ſnares, you ſhall give an accompt to God for 
a ſoul redeemed with the price ofhis blood. 
Although you have cauſed but one ſmall ſpark of 
Exee. 22- fire to flie out, if ithappen to blaſt, and burn the 
fruitful fields, and deſtroy the corn of your neigh- 
* bour, you are bound 
ſour farisfa&tion. A flaſhing fparkle of concupi cence 
which proceedeth from your eyes, and afterwards 
enkindleth a great fire of vices, and calamities, ſhall 
be impured to you in the day of judgment. And 
what fatisfaRtion for ſuch damage ? 

Burt on the contrary (O Noblemen ) when you 
ſerioufly embrace virtne, you raviſh, and appeaſe 
the moſt ſavage ſpirits by your authority. Nothing 
reſiſterh this ſweet violence. Goodneſs born in the 


Chariot of ome bath'darts fo ſharp, and fla- 60 moſt extraordinarily appear on the rebellious heads Sap. 5. 


mins, that make the flint-Rtones to melt.” The 
preſent times invite you, themoſt diſtant admire 
you, all poſterity bleſſeth von, and God moſt glori« 
ouſly crowneth you. 
Plinlib..z, Tris ſaid when the Rain-bow in Heaven boweth 
Re Low. D1S crooked horns directly upon the flowers, he im- 
upon flow- parteth to them a moſt celeſtial odour, which infi. 
Eto nitely reviverh their kind. God hath fixed you in 
the ſphere of greatneſs, as heavenly arches , you 


The HOLY COURT, 


ſhe hid her excrements, which ſhe knew to be very 20 neceſſary ; ard that the Heathens in the dead ob- 


» great Thes 
erimes become examples, faith the eloquent St. Cypri» 30 God ts 4 great Theſis, which hath but one word for fs 


law to make the poſleſ- 5 o vine Effence holdeth theſe two perfe&tions, as the 


XII. Motive. Puniſhment, A3 
you, enriched you,enameled you with fo many per- 
feQtions, that juſtly we may call you the children of 
admiration. Be you then to mankind that, which 
the Rain-bow is to plants, leave it to the order ofa 

ood converfation, which may become natural, you 
ſhall reap here below true and ſolid glory, content- 
ments ſo taſteful], that a man may more eaſily feel 
them then expreſs them, andin Heaven your re- 
compenſe ſhall be equalled to the profit , which 


I know not what may be produced more preſſing 
to a generous heart, to oblige him to pertection, 


The twelfthRrasoO N, . 
Drawn from puniſhment. 


( Lemens Alexandrinus obſerveth, that the be clemens 4 
lief of one God, and the faith of one judg- {x Stro- 
ment, are in the ſoul of man by like conſequence *** * 


ſcurity of infidelity were not able to ſhut their 
eyes againſt this veritie. 

There is no ſoul in the world fo barren, which by 
force of the light of nature conceiveth not, that if 
there be certain rays,or refle&ions of virtue diffuſed 
through the actions of men, the ſame ought to be 
in God, as in their ſource, with a radiant luſtre of 
ſupereminence. Wherefore ? Becauſe, as Die» 6:14 
Areopagita faith, in the book of divine attributes wy 


expreſſion, but thisdraweth along withit all eſſen- 2:5 *5*: 
ces, verities, and perfeQtions. And tor the ſame cauſe Wn, 
St. Ang»ſtine calleth this Sovereign Majeſty Boy 7 
omnis Fon. Now fo it is, that we behold ſhining in nomivib. 
men (though otherwiſe very imperfedt) certain tra- © 2- . 
ces, Or _— of Juſtice, and we obſerve they are ==>." $7 
naturally addicted to the love of this virtue, were it c-3. 
not that paſſion maketh them belie their hearts,and 


betray their own nature. We muſt then neceſſarily 


Fountain, lines in the center, and beams in the Sun, 
Juſtice, and Mercy are the two arms of God, Jufiice,avd 
which embrace, bear, and govern the whole world , "+ 
they are the two _ of the great Archimedes, 
which make Heaven deſcerd upon earth, and earth 
mount to Heaven. It is the baſe and treble-ſtring of 
this great lute of Heaven, which makes all the harmo- 
nies, and tuneable ſymphonies of this Univerſe. 
Now, as Mercy is infinite, ſo is Juſtice, The di- 


two ſcales of the balance, always equally poized, 
Judg hereupon, O Noblemen, if the favours, and 
mercies of God are ſo eminent with you, what part 
ſhal! Juſtice have amongft you ? 

David, who had felt the ſcourges, cried out as in Pal. 89. 
a deep extaſie, Oh my God, who can be able to know ry c 
the force of thy anger ! whocan be able, amongſt ſo tne, aut pra 
man) —_— and aff rightments, to recompt the "701663 


effebts of thy indignation ! True it is, thy Juſtice doth yea 


| 4 
of ſinners, but eſpecially upon the Great-ones of the {,;".,1are. 


earth. Theſe words of the Wiſe-man are terrible bir vow, 
co any that will maturely conſider them : ** You, 9" 


dieinm dn- 


<* who hold the higheſt place amongſt men, and live »;Gjmun vs 
<* without fear or aw of thatMajeſtie, which hath con- qui profie 
* ſtituted you where you are, know God will viſit "7; conc 


1m conce- 


«© you, and appear to you with Jpeed, and horrour. dnur miſe 
&* A moſt rigorous judgment ſhall be executed on {en 


rentes aulem 


* thoſe who command over others. Mercy is for porener tor- 


know from whence he hath extra&ed you, and that 70 © the little ones, and humble , bur if you perſevere "4 12 


no otherwiſe, then the Rain-bow in Heaven, you 
are bur a petty vapour, but this Sun hath guided 


#r., Non 


* in yorr., wicked life, as being potent, you ſhall gr 
Gs powerfully be tormented, God is not a = ro 
Cs ovth 


24 Tie HOLY COURT. 
-»m ſub * ſooth you, to diſtinguiſh your perſors, and treat 
nm" © with you, with obſervance of your qualities, Be- 
j-:9-99 ware, The reaſons why the chaſtiſement of great 
eu, "* men ſhall be more ſevere,are clear, and evident,the 
-:,n::udj. principal whereof 1 will briefly here produce, 
k9 c4j1- Tirlt, by how much the morea finis committed 
Koowiels with exa& knowledge of good, andill, ſo much the 
of zoo more puniſhable ir 3s, becanſe it participateth the 
an'©*'"\ More of the venom of malice, Ignorance unto many 
fin the Is part of their Sanctity, others with open eyes run 
more foul. headlong to ruin. Now, can it be denied, but that 

Great-men (ordinarily being endowed with good 

ſpirits, capable judgments, and moſt happy memo- 

ries, and they inſtructed by ſo many Doctours, both 

ſpeaking, and dnmb) ſhould have much more light, 

and knowledge then the ordinary fort of men. Be- 

hold, why degenerating, it cannot be but they mult 

needs break a thouſand bonds that held them in their 

duty, blunt a thouſand fharp points, a thouſand in- 

ſpirations from Heaven, that feelingly touch their 

conſcience,the which cannot be done without great, 

and determinate malice, which rendreth their {1n the 

_ more enormous, and their heads the more puniſh» 

Why bad able, This is the reaſon Divines give touching the 

cnt wp; of the Angel apoſltate. A ſtrange thihg, 

"9.4 that God coming from Heaven upon earth, to take 

without humane fleſh, to diſtend his- Imperial Robe upon 
iNerey, 


mane (who lay on a dung-hil) drawing bim our, 
waſhing him, gilding him over with grace,(the true 
ſeed of glory) in the mean time left the bad Angel 
without mercy, or a prey of puniſhment, which 
ſhall not end no more then God himſelf, Wherelore 
is this, but that the Angel offended wich an abſolute, 


Ob pyrſe- 
Bandon 


none, , h 
promendet and deliberate malice, as one much more illumi- 
zi impeu: nated, and Adam ſuffered himfelf to flide into (in 
peccariim 


rather by ſurprizal,by infirmity, by complacence to 
the humours of his Wife,as St. Azgztinc oblerveth, 


Angelo 1112 


FR0T Comp a YA« 


inuergra- then purpoſely, or contemptuoully ? Alaſs ! me- 
wy Gre,, thinks this horrid puriſhment of the contumacious 
lib. 4. Mo. Angel ſhould make the blood congeal in the veins 
Marc, OfalltheGreat-ones of che eirth, who offend their 
tour Jur Creatour with as much malice as they have know- 
Rice, 


ledge. Ask (O Noblemen) of the Divine Juſtice, 
from whence it proceedeth, that theſe evil ſpirits 
have been ſo roughly handled ? If beauty could mol- 
life the rigour ot a Judge, they were adorned with 
an incomparable beauty above all creatures, It the 
excellency of nature be eſteem'd,they werethe moſt 
lively Images of the Divinity, amongſt all things 
created. It theſpirit contribute thereunto, they pe- 
netrated, by their active vivacity,cven from Heaven 
to the deepeſt -abyſs, If the glory of God were in 
this at conſiderable,they were creatures,who could 
love, bleſs, and glorific God eternally,, If evil had 
been to be prevented, this great Judge ſaw there 
would ariſe from their damnation an infinite of 
blaſphemies, ard invincible obſtinacy, a long web of 
contrarieties,oppoſite to the advancement of his ho- 
nour amonglt men, a ſubverſion of the world, All 
this might have been avoided'in giving them one 
ſmall hour ot repentance, which with whar fer- 
vour, deteſtation, and dolour would they bave em- 
braced? Yet notwithſtanding, without regard to 
this beauty, this grace, this cxcellency of nature, 
theſe praiſes, this g00d, or ill, behold chem taken in 
the boiling ardour of cheir crime, ſirucken with the 
thunder of the Divine Juſtice, thrown down, bro- 
kenin ſhivers,captivated in priſons of fre, left ro the 
fword of vengeance, to eternal tortures, never ſce- 
ins amidlt their darkneſs, and fulphurous flames, one 
fole bezm of rhe £yes of Mercy; -O terrible ſen- 
rence ! inexorable fenrence ! O unhappy ſpirits! O 


X11, Motize, Puniſhment, Part 1; 
judgements of God 1 What a terronr; whata bot- 
tomleſs depth you are !- Judge now (O ye Greatz 
men) If che crimes of knowledge,and malice are fo 
rigorouſly puniſhed, what will become of you, if 
you live neglettive of the Divine Majeſty, you be- 
ingamong the people, as were the Angels among 
Other Creatures ? | 

tecondly, no puniſhment is more ſharply, no 
lawfully inflicted, then upon the ungratefull, who 
10 deſerve that alÞ the elements with their beſt forces 

ſhould conſpire in the avengement of their offences 
ſince they violate a law engraven on this univerſe b 
the hand of-nature, Their puniſhment is the ſacri= 
tice of jealouſte, ſpoken of in Scripture, whereon 
neither Oil, ror Incenſe 1s powred: there 1s no more 
Oil of mercy to ſweeten their torments,no more [n- 
cenſe of prayers to appeaſe,God'sanger , nothing is 
there bur thunder, lightnings, and vengeance, Now 
It appeareth, that Noblemen, and Great-ones can- 
20 not depart from the ſervice of God, without a deep 
mark of ingratitude, for the benefits, which I have 
touched betore , and you thereon will neceffarily 
infer, they tranſcending others in condition ſhould 
not in al of failing, or neglect, expect an equality 
of puniſhments, God will call Heaven, and Farth to Hortible 
their Judgement, and then ſpeak to them in the pre. Zee , 
ſence of all creatures, with a voice of thunder. upon grear 
Hearken ye(O you Princes of the earth) I made you ** m_ 
as Eagles, 1 gave you ſtrong wings to lift you up to 
30 mount Libaxxs, and to extratt pith from the Ce- 
dars. I advanced you in ſpirit, in judgment, in cou. 
rage,in riches,in reputation, in honour aboye other 
men. I tmprinted the rays of my power upon your 
fronts, to infuſe the regard of your perſons into the 
hearts of the people. 1 held heaven,and earth, men, 
and beafts in breath, ro contribute to your au- 
thority,and ſervices. Ard you have taken arms em- 
ploying all my treaſures to make War againſt me, 
you have lived, not as reaſonable men, but as brute 
40 beaſts without God, without law without ever caſt- 
ing your eycs to Heaven, but to vomit out blaſphe- 
mies in the face of it, }t1 have put power into your 
hand,you have employed ic in opprelling the weak: 
If Jultice, you have perverted the uſe of it, and 
made the balance incline to the tyranny of your 
pailions. What can ſuch an ingratitude expect? I 
lcave the concluſion to your ſelves. 
In the third place,ſecing the Lad example of great Exemplar 
men is moſt pernicious to the inferiours, by the £m <e- 
50 ſtrength of their Authority (which draweth their emplac 
weak ſouls to a ſervile imitation) God expreſsly put 
counterpoiſeth the inſolence of their vices, by ſin. 
gular, and remarkable puniſhments, to the end that 
thoſe, who are attracted by the luſtre of their tor- 
tune, may be affrighred with their falls. Ir is true, 
weare inthis world, as Owls in the night, our eyes 
benummed, and ſurcharged with terreſtrial hu 
mours, which hinder us throughly to penetrate this 
cloud of the Divine Providence. Notwithſtanding, 
60 God darteth fqrth, as it were, out of theſe clouds 
certain flaſhing ſparks of fire,and light,to make you 
read in the puniſhment of ſo many ilkliving great 
men the unrelenting rigour of his juſtice. 

High Steeples are not ſo often rent,and defaced by Strange 
the violence of thunder, as are Crowns,” and Dia- fe...” 
dcms on the heads of wicked Princes with Heaven's 
chaſtiſements, Read ſacred, and profane Stories, 
what ſtrange puniſhments are there of great men ? 

One ſheweth a deſire to leap into Heaven, to plarit 

70 his Throne among the Stars, yer God maketh him 

cat Hay with the Beaſts, enforcing himto digalive, 

not onely to honours,and the nature of man, . * 
ea 


r Puniſh- 
ment of 
the un- 
grateſull 
lacrifice of 
» jealoulie, 


Non fandet 
olerm, nes 
197 0/1ek 
thus. 


Num 5+ 


Book 1. 
lead a life in brutiſhneſs. This was Nebachadnez- 
zar. Another in the middeſt of the fervour of 'a 
feaſt heareth the great clock ſtrike his hour, and 
ſeeth the hand of a man on the wall, drawing a 
dreadful ſentence againſt him, This was Be/hazzar. 
Another dieth eaten up with lice, as Herod. An- 
other loathſom with infe&tions, as Antioch. An- 
other hanged on a tree, as Abſalom. Another on 
the gibbet, which he had prepared for him, whom he 
accompred for his ſlave, as Haman. Another dying 
by bis own hand, not being able to find any other 
in the world more cruel then himſelf, as Vero. An- 
other maketh himſelf a Sepulchre with drunkenneſs, 
as Alexander. Another is maſſacred in the midit of 


the Senate, as Ce/ar. Another from the Throne of. 


the Romane Empire goeth to proſtrate his fo, the 
Perſian, to become thereby a foot-ſtep for him to 
mount on horſe-back, as Valerian. Another is car- 
ried about in a Cage, as Bajazrrt, Another is {truc- 
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XIII, Motive. Reward, 2 | 


in one groſs ſum , -others all the goods, which you 
ſhall have invaded, either by violence,or ſubtilry, + 
whereof you ſhall be {tripr,and ſhall go to the judg- / 
ment of God,devoid gf riches, and furcharged with 
accompts : others ſhall decipher unto you the follies 

of your youth: others will depaint unto you the da 

of Judgment, and Hell, betore you ſenſibly make 
proof of them. The Lady,which fleepeth by your 
ſides, and ever holdeth the fire, and ſpur in your 


to hearts, — you to new violences, and extorti. 


ons,to foment her pride,and entertain her pompous 
vain-glory, ſhall leave you then to wreltle with 
death, and ſhall ſeek the ſafery of her own affairs. 
Your eldeſt Son, for whom you preſently pawn your 
ſoul to all injuſtice,and exhauſt your own abilities as 
the Spider,to make him great,ſhall willingly outrun 
the ſteps of death to cloſe your.eyes, and ſcarcely 
ſhall there be found in the houſe ſome poor old wo- 
man toſhrowd your body in a winding-ſheet,to be 


ken with lightening, as Anaſtaſizs. Another is ſlain 29 putinto a Coffin. In the mean while;rhe ſoul, ſepa- 


in his Camp by an hand inviſible, as 7:/ian the Apo- 

Fate. Great Volumns might be made,if one would 

compile all theſe mortalities, they make Theatres to 
reſound, and Tragedians deplore, | 

Conſider (O- Noblemen) if in this world good 

andill are givento usas it were in picture, ( fxce 

Ara kis the figure of the world paſſeth away faith the Apoltle) 

jus »undi. and fince God uſeth ſuch rough rods to chaſtiſe the 

2- COU. 7+ yices of Great-men, what will that be in the other 


rated from the body ſhall be preſented to the-judg- 
ment of God, to receive the inevitable ſentence. 
Alaſs ! doth he not.fleep a long and deadly ſleep, 


who is not awakened with the found of fuch a 
trumpet ? 


The thirteenth Rraso x, 
Taken from Reward, 


RTE world ? The arrows of chaſtiſement do preſently paſs 3G N Antient ſaid, that the two moſt powerfull pics. 


rranſemt ; away; but the woice of thunder, the ſentence of judg- 
vox tonit11% agent ſnall go like a wheel, and the execntion ſhall have 
Pſal 76.19. 99 end. 11 there happen unto you a loſs of goods, it 
is an arrow bat paſſerh , loſs of children, an arrow 
that paſſeth ; ſickneſs, an arrow that paſſerh , dif. 
grace, an arrow that paſſerh , temporal death, even 
a feathered-arrow, which doth nought elſe but paſs 
away : but eternal death is the thunder in the 


wheel, which never paſſeth. To be drenchedin a 


lake of Sulphur as a victime of vengeance in a fire 4o ment, as if it were an a& diſproportionab 


enkindled with the breath of God's anger, to ſee 
nothing bur Devils, to abide in nothing but Tor- 
ments, to ſuffer pains in every ſenſe,to tinde Hell in 
his own conſcience, to have no other life bur an 
eternity of torments, is a thing to be feared above 
all things molt dreadtul. 

Pas 19 Panlus Oroh us, inthe Hiſtory he dedicated to St. 

Chariors Angnſtine, obſerverh thar the tracks of Pharach's 


of PharasgChariots,atter his deteſtable death, remained a long 
© 


Paul, 0rof, 


example for poſterity. Behold {O Noble-men) the 

bloudy toot-iteps of ſo many, and fo many Great- 

ones, who have gone before you, whoſe ſpoils are 

ES ſrehapeſas yet)in your hands, their bodies in putre- 
wo.ldlings faction, and their ſouls in torments ! Reſemble not 
thoſe, that pillaged the Souldiers of Sexxacherib,who, 

Delyerare {trucken with the revengeful hand of Heaven,found 
em menof aſhesin goldenarms; they took the gold, 
without thinking at all of the aſhes, which ſcattered 


; Deities +of Common-wealths were Puniſh- ment.and 
ment,and Reward. Theſe likewiſe are the two baſes, Hue, 
and, as it were, the two fundamental laws, upon :!@tom- 
which Godthe Creatour hath eſtabliſhed the Policy 
of the Univerſe, As he is a ſevere Revenger of ot- tent 
fences, ſo he is moſt liberal in Rewards. The Scrj. 11:6ratio- 
pture teacheth us this in very remarkable terms, "7 
ſpeaking of the Juſtice of God, and gives it him in Rn ojucs, 
{tri& meaſure, when there is no queſtion of chaſtiſe.. #'®): 144- 


. Juſtice b 
le ro his weighr, , 


nature, and his ordinary practice. But when he is Mc:cy in- 
fi e, 
actually diſpoſed ro pardon a ſin, to reward a good :/;)" 


Ponds, fr 
work, to crown a virtue, he poureth our his graces, Pucerdehudi 
as Out of a golden tunnel, with a free,and plenteous ©* Poms 
proviſion. For the ſame reaſon the Prophet 1/aiah pordere 54 
faich, He meaſureth the waters with his fiſt, and poy- 46cm, & 
ſeth the h:avens with his palm , that is to ay, "# CEE 


giveth chaſtiſements, and aMictions, ſignified in the cov. 6. 
Scripture by the zyaters, with a ſparing, and cloſe 13" **: 


. ; Joel 2. 
time upon the ſands of the Red- Sea, to ſerve as an 5oband,bur as concerning rewards, repreſented by the 


E ſfungdam 
Heavens,he pours them on all parts, with his ſacred, © #** 
» = : mes jvper 
and bounteous hands. Fear not then (O Noblemen) ;,,1; car- 
that you, having vowed a faithfull ſervice to your ne. 
creat Maſter, ſhall be in any kind fruſtrated of the 3 4*: 


Jt mnenſiis 


recompenſe, which he hath eſtabliſhed for his ſer- <7p»z:1» 


vants. He hath always the reward in his haads. If he _ 
preſent on one fide the Sword of Juſtice to ſinners, },,cr.v: 
on the other he extends unto you the Olive of Peace 4-148 


and benignity. Figure to your ſelves the great Em- "ou. «. 


' . : | APOC. 23» 
by the ways. Take £00d heed, how you ſuffer your 60 peror, bearing in his Arms an Eagle with two heads, 


ſelves tobe deceived with the glimmer'of the ho. 
nours of theſe il|-living Great-ones, leſt you be ſur- 
prized wich their death, and Cataſtrophe. The day 
of death will come, be it ſooner,or later, the poſt is 
on the way, who bringerh che date hereof. -}f you 
have lived ill,a thouſand cerrours,a thouſand fright- 
ful fantaſies will then befiege your liearr, altogether 
drenched i: the birterneſs of death, A tumultuous 
army of thoughts ſhall ſtrike an alarm to your re- 


who in one beak held a Thunder-bolt, and in the 
other a branch of Palm,with this Motto, Every owe EY xt 
in his time. God runneth the ſame courſe ; if he £@ $44” 
hathThunder bglts to cruſh rebellious heads, he hath 7*9y- | 
Palms to crown the faithiull ſervices, which men ot ng e's. 
quality render to him, . And without ſpeaking here T1: cm 
of rewards (O Noblemen) common to you with 

others, if you be conſtantly ranged in rhe way of 

virtue, you ſhall find rhat God will liberally give 


poſe:ſome ſhall repreſent unto you your goodly pa- 70 you three things, which thoſe of your condition 


laces, many times cemented with the blood,and ſwear 
of For men, which you muſt forſake, and pay all 


ever hold in great eſteem. And whar are tholz 2 A 
houſe competently rich, a ſolid glory, a flouriſhirg 
D POLLEFILY, 


. k F bs Þ 
: C > - F'Y " " . 
, 3 [4 " p : MM "+. 
3%. —=® _ 
= 


COURT. 


26 The H DL.Y 


whe "i poſterity, and how is that? Amongſt thoſe, who 
of Great | 


enjoy great fortunes, ſome build like Moths,others 
men make [jke Swallows, the reſt like Halcyons. Thoſe build 
fortunes. ke moths, who raiſe houſegof injuſtice, and ini- 
quity, which, in the ſame proportion as they are 
reared to the Clouds, unperceivably fink into Hell, 
wear, waſte, andin the end quite vaniſh away. This 
is the goodly conſideration of holy 7b, ſpeaking of 


Job 27.18, 


fy Js the palace of the wicked : He hath bmilt his hoxſe as 
ag the mth. And how doth ſhe build ? With deſtroy- 


ing. You will fay this little creature, harboured 
in ſome cloth, or old'garment, maketh much adoe, 
he gnaweth, and gnaweth day , and night 

endeayouring to build a lodging for himſelf, ied 
in gnawing diſcovereth himſelt ; the end of his 
travel is his loſs, and nakedneſs. O, how divine 
is the Scripture, to.repreſent ſo natively to us the 
blindneſs of the great, and rich of this world, who 
ſuppoſe they can make magnificent , and happy 
houſes without the Foundation of the fear of God ! 
Houſe of All in doing this build asthe Moth, that isto ſay, 
the Moth. in Snawing; they have plots, and deſignes in the 
Country, in the Citie, in every place they have 
Overſeers,and Architects ; they employ the Maſon, 
the Carpenter, they raiſe houſes of pleaſure, they 
make Magazins fretted with gold, and ſilver, they 
buy, they purchaſe, thev contrivein their imagj- 
native brains their rents, and revenues, and mea- 
ſure all things with the ell of eternity. Notwith- 


XIII. Motive. Reward, Part 1, 


is the infallible promiſe of God : The honſe of the 
wicked jhall be demoliſhed, but the tabernacles of the \;,,,, iaies- 
juſt hall flouriſh, Moreover they have a certain naculs vers 
benediction, which diſpoſeth all things in good or- #7” 
der, the rule of expenſe deninen ro the quality bur. 
of their perſons, the Oeconomie ſage, and prudent, 7912-7: 
inſuch ſort, that all things are managed there with 
meaſure,and compals,as in the Halcyon's neſt. And, 
as anancient Writer hath ſaid, order is the world 
10 of worlds, which retaineth all things in their luſtre, 
and uniteth them with a ſeam, and laſting band, 
when once it is fixed in the families of Great-ones, 
which happeneth by the means of piety, where ic 
always produceth the ſame effe&ts, which it doth in 
this great Univerſe. 
The ſecond reward is the honour ſo much deſi» 
red by noble ſpirits. It fallech out, that the wicked 
are ſomerimes raiſed to the greatneſs of the world: 
but they are therein as Comets, as ſtars of mud and 


Domus 1- 
prorum dele- 


20 earth, who taking a falſe luſtre make ſhew for a 


timein the air of vanity , and afterwards they are 
ſcattered,caſting peſtilence, and poiſon into the tour 
quarters of the world. On the contrary, real No- 
blemen are like true ſtars planted, and enchaſed by 
the hand of God, even in the firmament of honour, 
to enlighten an eterniry, Their glory is fixed with 
nails of adamant, Calumnie may perhaps ſhake ir, 
but never overthrow it, yea, time it felt conteſſerh, 
that there 1s neither pincers, nor hammer can work 


ſtanding, one would be amazed to ſee, that all this 30 thiseffect, Ir is God, that promiſeth this : zyhoſc- guicumque 


goodly building of fortune, compoſed of injuſtice, 
concuſſions, and rapines, cemented together with 

&. the ſweat, and blood of the poor, falleth by little 
and little into ruin ; and 'when this cometh into 
the judgment of God, the fooliſh moth, who 
bath ſo gnawn, to feed, and cover himſelf, finderh 
himſelf naked, hungrie, aſhamed, and extreamly 
miſerable. 


Houſe of Thoſe build like Swallows , who alſo much la- 


Swallows. 


for poſterity. Swallows,after they have well built in 
Summer, forſake us in Autumn, and leave no other 
memory of, them but of morter, ſtraw, and dung : 
ſo, many Noblemen ofr-times build palaces, make 
huge purchaſes, and that with unſpeakable indu- 
ſtrie, but becauſe they proceed therein with ſiniſter 
and impure intentions, God ſuffereth not their po- 
ſterity to enjoy it. We ſee houſes emptie as Swal- 
lows neſts in Auturan. Some men will ask, who 
built this houſe 2 Anſwer will be made, ſuch a one,a 
Muſhrome of the Court, coming from nothing 
in one night, inall other things faithleſs to God , 
and men,who hath nor left any thing memorable be- 
hind him but his vices; and thus all the fame of this 
man conſiſteth in picking of ſtraws, which are tem- 
poral riches ſcattered here and there,and inthe dung 
ofanill name,which he leaveth to poſterity. Behold 
an aim ill taken, for the raiſing of fortunate buldings! 
But as for you (O virtuous Noblemen) God pers 
mitteth you to build as Halcyons. . How is that ? 
Two notable properties are obſerved in the neſt of 
the Halcyon. The firſt is, that the architecture of ir 
is ſo ſtrong, ſo durable, it cannot be broken, or cut, 
even with the violent ſtroak of iron. The ſecond, 
that itis ſo proportioned to the bird, as it it were 
ſowed to her body, in ſuch manner that no creature 
can therein be received but the Archite& himſelf, 
Juſtly behold the conditions, which God hath given 
ro your houſes, when they are built upon the fear 
of his holy Name. They are ſtrors, of torceylaſtins 
againſt all the trokes of fortune, nor 1s there any 
violence, which can open them to deſtroy them. Ir 


Houſe of 
Halcyons. 


glonficave- 


ever ſhall glorifie me, I wilt glorify him ; and thoſe $orÞeave- 
which deSpiſe me, ſhall become igncble. Hereupon — | 
judg, how ſolid the honour of Great, men truly «» : 9«: 
virtuous is, ſince it is faſtened to the honour of God 7M”... 
himſelf, who glorieth in honouring them, A thou. cur: igno-. 
ſand, and a thouſand Princes, and phantaſtick great © * 5” 
Ladies have galloped honour upon the full ſpeed, Fantaſies 
and with a diomvoſed ſpirit have invented imagj- t9 gain ho- 
nary forms to find credit, and admiration in . a es 


bour to ere& houſes, but with little ſucceſs of fruit 40 hearts of men. Some have cauſed Mountains, and 


rocks to be cut to raiſe ſtatues to themſelves ; as Se- 
miramis. Others have taken Crows, Parrats, and 
other birds,counterfeiting humane ſpeech and have 
taught them a leſſon, which was to falute them as 
Gods, and afterward enfranchizing them for the 
open field have ſent them into the air to carrie theſe 
falutations, andimpreſs in the minds of men a falſe 
Idea of their Divinity ; fo did Pſapho. 
Others have taken the figures of Eagles, Lyons, ® 
50 and Serpents, ( as certain Kings of Zgypr) to ſtrike 
a terrour into the fouls of mortal men : others 
have left Medails, triumphant Arches, Coloſſuſes, 
goodly Palaces, Theatres, A mphitheatres , as the 
Romane Emperours : others have placed them- 
{elves openly upon Altars , as Ca/ign/a, who ſet the 
figure of his own head upon the Statue of 7xpiter. 
Poſterity hath exploded all this, the times have de- 
rided it, oblivion hath ſwallowed all of them , or if 
it hath not ſer its biting tooth therein, it hach been 
60 for no other cauſe, but to leave them to a hateful, 
and deteſtable memory, a thouſand times worſe then 
forgetfulneſs. Much otherwiſe, Great-men, that 
build their fortunes upon the CIR = fear 
of God, from ſmall, and feeble beginnings have 
come to ſo high a pitch, that they have repleniſhed 
all rongues with their praiſes, all hearts with their 
zdmiration, all Ages with the monuments of their 
Slory. For it is God alone, that cauſeth men to take 
aims of true,and ſolid greatnefs, and who with a pu- 
oiſſant arm daſheth, and overwhelmerh thoſe ſpirits, 
which ſuffer themſelves to be tranſported with the 
torrent of vanity, courting airy ſmoaks, empty ap- 
PArences, . 


Book 2. 


parences, and flying clouds, whereby they produce 
monſters inſtead of deſerved honour, ſeated fairl 

upon the firm rock of conſtancy. God hath in fuch 
wiſe ſhewed himſelf to have greatneſs in his own 
hands, that extrafting men from the dregs,and froth 
of the earth, he hath made them mount ſo high, that 
oftentimes Imperial heads, radiantly glittering with 
Rubies, and Diamonds, have bowed under the 
aſhes of a poor fiſher-man. And who ſeeth not, 


The HOLY COURT, 


I. Obſtacle, Weakneſs of faith, 


men (who have made themſelves diſturbers of pub- 
lick peace, and infringers of laws, both divine, and 
human, whereof they ought to be proteRours ) 
ſhould make the brutiſhneſs of their ſavage ſouls 
to ſurvive them in their mutt But as for thoſe 
who arearranged inthe liſt of ſanQtity,and mod 
God hath (as it were) immortalized their blood in 
their poſterity, as we ſee it happen in worthy, and 
illuſtrious families, But to what value amounteth all 


that the true, and onely mean to enter into the poſ- xo this, which I have ſaid, in compariſon of that crown 


ſeſſion of honour is ſtraitly to unite ones ſelf with 
this Divine Majeſtie, from whence on man refle&t 
all the luſtrous rays of greatneſs ? 

For a third reward, this ſovereign Mover, and 
Archite& of our lives, and fortunes,doth propagate 
alſo the glory of Fathers to their children, and 
giveth them a flouriſhing poſterity, which makes 
them eternally live in the memory of men, by the 
moſt lively images of their virtues, Ir is often ob. 


of glory, which God placeth on the heads of Noble. 
men in the other life, when they have virtuouſl 

governed in this mortal manſion ? Oh,what a brave 
death itis to die under the ſhadow of the Palms of 
ſo many heroical virtues! Oh, itis the death of a 
Phenix todie in the odours of a holy converſation, 
to change his ſepulchre into a cradle, and even draw 
life out of the Tomb ! Oh, what an immortality it 
is, tO ſurvive eternally in the mouths of men, but 


ſerved, that Noblemen, who have eſtabliſhed ry- 2 © much more to live in Heaven, enjoying the know- 


rannie inthe world, have neither been fruitful, nor 
fortunate in their poſterity , andas nature is ſcan- 
tie in the propagation of Wolves deſigned for ſpoil, 
which otherwiſe would bring all the world into de- 
ſolation; ſo Almighty God, by a ſecret cxconomie 
of his divine Providence, permutteth not that great 


THE 


lege, love, life, and felicity of God ! O Nobles, be- 
take your ſelyes betimes, and in a good hour, to the 
way of this Temple of Honour, by the exerciſe of 
holy virtues, which are like Elias chariot, all fla- 
ming with glory, to carrie your purified ſouls even 
to the height of the Emperial Heaven. 


= « - —— — 


SEC DOD MO SS9 UK 


Of Hinderances, which worldly men have in the way 
of SALVATION, and PERFECTION. 


—_— 


—_ — 4 


The firſt OBsTACLE. 
Faintneſs, and weakneſs of Faith, 


Againſt Atheiſts, 


Aving ſufficiently proved the obligati- 
4 ons, which Great-ones,and men of qua.. 
SBA þ lity have to perfeftion, let us now ſee 

= the hinderances, which may ſtop the 
increaſe thereof, as well to take from them all pre. 
text of falſe liberty, as to denote the confuſtons, 
very frequent in the corruptions of this Age. The 
firſt is a certain languor, and debility of Faich, which 
openeth the way to all ſorts of vices; fo that put- 


red his brother. Procopizy calleth him The fon of the proce. in 
earth, becauſe this unfortunate creature perpetualiy G<el- 


looked downward, having already, as it were, buri- 
edin the tomb of oblivion, the lights, and know. 
leges of heaven. From thence proceeded the irre- 
verence of his unbridled ſpirit, his wicked ſacrifices, 
his envie againſt his brother, afterward his fury, 
murther,andebloqd, and laſtly a deluge of calamities. 
The onely example of his diſaſter ſhould ſuffice to 


ting all the f ry of the world into a falſe 10 terrifie thoſe, who following him in his impiety 
ſeeming; it beholdeth paradiſe, and all the bleffings make themſelves undoubtedly the companions of his 

of the other life with blear- eyes, and clouded with misfortune: bur ſince it alſo is expedient we proceed 

a perpetual eclipſe. And that you may well con. herein by diſcourſe, and reafon,1 obſerve the cauſes 

ceive this, let us obſerve, that in this Age, greatly and remedies of this infidelity. Faintneſs and debility 71,e« forts 
changed by hereſie, liberty, and vice, two forrs of in faith, and conſequently Arheiſm, is formed in of conſci: 
men are to be ſeen,whereof the one doth ſymbolize . three ſorts of conſciences, ro wit, the criminal, the _— 
with juſt Abel,and the other are of the ſet of Cainy, brutiſh, the curious. Atheiſm proceedeth from a cri- piery 
Theſe two brothers began to contend together e- minal conſcience, when a ſoul tindeth it ſelf involyed 'pn"s* 
ven inthe world's cradle,as Faceb, and Eſan in the. ina long web of crimes,and as it were overwhelmed 

belly of Rebecca. Abe! hada foul impreſſed with a 10 in the habits of fin. In the mean time God doth in- 


good ſtamp, religious, docile, pure, perpetually fix- wardly torture, prick forward, and ſcourg it, and forrivie | 
ed in the chaſte apprehenſions of the Divinity, Cain, 


then all bloody, and ulcerous as it 1s,not able longer g,64 cons 
quite contrary, an impious ſoul, greatly infeted to remain'withun it ſelf, bur taſting ſo many diltur- ſcience. 


Two ſets 
of men. 


A with theSerpent's breath, black, variable, wavering bances in its proper manſion, it ſearcheth evaſions, 
Fore infaith, and in the virtue of che Divine providence. - - andſtarting-holes, expatiatethin the pleaſures, and 
Cantic. He verily is the father of Atheiſts, and St. Bernard delights of the world, to diſſolve her many griets, 
Fidciids hath properly ſaid, He killed faith before he murche- and: findeth in every thing her gnawing worm. 
fratricida 


She 
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She looketh back upon the path of virtue, which 
ſhe hath either for f{aken, or never troden, as an im- 

offible track, the ſpirit of lies repreſenting 4t unto 
rar all paved with chorns,and briars : ſhe re-enter- 
eth into herſelf, and ſaith in her heart, that there z5 
wone but God, who afflidteth her, and that neceſſarily ſhe 
muſt free herſelf from him ,, for our felicities are mea- 
ſured by the ell of our opinion, and no man miſerable, 
but he, that apprehendeth his own unhappineſs. Then, 


Part ft. 


I. Obſtacle, Weakneſs of Faith, 
zin of the meat, but commanded to caſt it into the 

aſhes : which 1s to declare to us, that carnel men 

are moſt uncapable of celeſtial things, and very fit of. rz. 

to be dragged to the dung-hill, and aſh-heap, The $97 
more they are affected ro things preſent, 1o much 797,05 
the more, yea even in deep draughts, they drink cr /wwm.c- 
down 'the forgetfulneſs of Heavenly things, AN -- al 


thoſe ſay with Eſau, To what uſe will this goodly Genel. 25. 
prerogative of primogeniture ſerve me ? This title W'4 


pro derunt 


ſoothing herſelf with theſe humane diſcourſes, ſhe x0 of che children of God, this happineſs of future life ? p,imwgenta? 


herein much laboureth to acquit herſelf from God, 
from the belief of judgment, of Hell,and the immor- 
tality of the Sou], Notwithſtanding ſhe cannot, (al- 
beit theſe wicked ſpirits have ſcoffed at the myſte- 
ries of Religion with their companions, as if they 


would put on a bold fore-head, and an impuderce 


ſtrong enough to endure a ſtroke ſo dreadful) bur 
contend againſt the eſſence of God. Care findeth 
them in their bed, andis pinned to their ſilken cur- 
oo poſed to have totally baniſhed trom their hearts in 
; 44 n-» pleaſures, upon the leaſt afiftions return,and make 
6121510 themſelves felt with very piercing points,which head 
4:.. 7a long throw them into deſpair. The Prophet J/aiah 
——— hath divinely propheſied of ſuch a ſoul : / will make 
ſaiah 14, her the inheritance,and poſſeſſion of hedg-hogs, Verily 
2. the miſerable caitiff batcheth in ker entrails a thou- 
ſand little hedg-hogs, which, as they encreaſe, make 


their pricks,and darts multiply a thouſand gnawings, 


If there be no ſenſual pleaſures, nor carnal content. 
ments in Heaven, 1 will have none. They become 
the true diſciples of Mahomert,who,in his Alcoran di- atcor. 
ſcribing the Tarks Paradiſe, placeth there good wa... aazoara 2. 
ter,good fruits,rings,carkanets,fi|ken tapeſtry hang- 
ings, and ſuch like, All theſe things they would en- 
joy, but the water, which they willingly would 
change into wine. What ſwine are theſe ! 

The third cauſe, if not of formal Atheifm, at the 


Curious 


tains, the thoughts of a Divinity, which they ſup- 2 leaſt ofweaknefs, and faintneſs in matter of faith, is conſcience. 


when a ſoul will proceedin matters of Religion by 
politick, and humane ways, and ſuffer it ſelt great. 
ly to be pleaſed with curioſitie, which inceſſantly 
moveth it to draw the curtain of holy myſteries, to 
enlighten them with the torch of reaſon, and to be. 
hold all that paſſeth there. Such ſpirits are not fo 
malign, nor {tupid as the firſt, and ſecond, notwith» 
Nandin they are weak, and very ignorant, fince 
they fa in the firſt rule of wiſdom, which diſcovers 


a thouſand apprehenſions, as uncapable of repoſe, as 3o eth to us,that it is an abſolute folly of a diſcompoſed 


apt to afflict a conſcience. 

Such heretofore was the ftate of Nero: for this 
barbarous monſter, who ſo often had dipped his 
hand in blood, ſought out a bath of delights to bath 
himſelf- in , he ran up and down to prie into all the 
inventions of the pleaſures of the world, to rid him- 
ſelf from the arrow,which he had in his heart, and 
to deſpoil himſelf for ever of an opinion of the Di- 
vinity. This was a matter for him impoſſible. When 


Condiz'on 
of Nerd ? 


judgment to be deſirous to mealure things divine, 

by the rule of ſenſe, and humane experience, They 

turmoyl themſelves, and bate like a hawk upon the 

perch, and often ſay in their heart that, which the 

Apoſtle St. Peter obſerverh in the perſon of infidels: 

Where are theſe promiſes ? where ts the coming of the vet. 2.3. 

Son of God ? See you nit that times revolve, men V6 pe 
4 . miſiio? uhs 

come, and go, all things have their ordinary conrſe , oft advenus 

and we muſt expc& nocther miracle ? They imagine 9 ? ex 


qi0 enim 


he was at feaſts, ſports, or Theatres, the apprehenſi- 49 that all the counſels of Heaven ſhould turn, and 7,,,.;.,..c 


on of God ſtung his heart as a Bee, and there left 
the ſting. 1f he ſlept upon roſes, the ſhadows of 
dead men approached to his, downie bed, ro require 
an accomprt of their blood. He ſcoffed at Religion, 
and feared it , one while he deſpiſed ſacred things, 
and at another time they made him. tremble with 
horrour, He ſought out waters of expiation to 
waſh his ſins, and never opened his eyes to thoſe, 
which St, Peter, and St. Paul preſented to him. His 


roll according to the projeRs of their underſtand- parrer, em- 

ing, and that if God had his eye open (as it is ſaid) "*2"7e- 
upon the cxconomie of the world, both this, and ti creavre. 
that would ſucceed, as they bave contrived in their 

feeble brain: which is a greart illuſion. Such kind of 

men would willingly ſpeak with fſpirits,to hear them 

tell tales of the other life, they would know (as Sr. 

7obu Chryſeſtom ſaich) what habit, what cloathing 


the Son of man weareth, covered under the ſpecies 


Soul was torn with pincers within it ſelf,as on a per- 50 of the Sacrament, how the Angels are formed, of 


petual ſcaffold of exquiſite torments: when it would 

iſſue out of it ſelf, it was like a wild Colr, courſed, 

ih and chaſed by men, and beaſts , or asa Bull ſtung 

con'c. Witha gad-flie, who fain would run from himſelf,yer 

Snaions Ry ſtill fnkect himſelf with himſelf. Judg (O Atheiſts) 
foo. F00gs what alife this is ? 

kit Ply, The ſecond cauſe of Atheiſm is the ſenſual love 

Pu; Otfavours, pleaſures,caſe, and delights of the world, 

owya1o- Which often times degenerate into the mere bru- 


B:utiſh 


what colour the Devils are, nothing would pleaſe 
them better then to talk with one really poſleiled, 
to know things future, to divulge predictions,- to 
behold prodigies, and miracles. Briefly, it ſeemeth 
they have r.o other purpoſe but to believein God 
by the Devil. Such kind of proceedings are very 
ex0t bitant,and unfortunate, for the reaſons, which I 
will preſently produce. 


Firſt, O you wretched fouls, who betake your kcaſons 
to ſettle a 


44a iſhneſs of a ſoul, which ſleeperh in fat, and greaſe, fo 60 ſelves to this way, ſee you not, that by this means (@,y. 


zixJvyoy Intricated, and confounded. in earth, that it loſerh 
401 All knowledg of Heaven. Clemens Alexandrinus 
2m dy faith, that it happeneth to ſouls, which are great lo- 
JrwSiyau. Vers of ſenſual pleaſures, to engroſs, and thicken 


Irreverens, themſelves in ſuch ſort, that ,as Plotinu very learn. 
& infrunt- 
T5 ANLMS, 


Veſiculam 


gurrs pro. the belly cometh unbrideled irreverence, which 


edly writeth, they live not but asa plast. Theſe 
Eecl. 23.6, Ipirits are much enclincd to Atheiſm, For, as the 
Lev. 1+16. Wiſe-man obſerveth, after the concupiſcences of 


you pull out the two eyes, which God hath placed Impions 
within your ſouls, which are as the Sun, and Moon ©*\j96ie 
inthe Firmament, to wit, the eye of Faith, and both us 
that of natural prudence. You ſeem to your © 
ſelves ſharp, and clear-Lghted, and are more blind 
.then Moles. For tell me, for as much as-concern- 
eth the light of nature, can there be ſound a folly 
more groſs, and abſurd, then to behoſd men (who 
are born, and bred in Chriſtianity, as in their -pro- 


jicres in (eco, ſeryeth asan barbinger to impiety, God deſired not, - g per element, after a thouſand, and a thouſand wit- 
that in offering a bird (as a ſacrifice unto him) the 
gorge ſhou!d be preſented, which is the little maga. 


quo Cileres 


effund: ſo- 


let. 


neſſes of the truth of their religion, which even the 
very marbles do ſpeak, and ſtones proclaim)to _ 
them- 


Book 2. 


themſelves ſo wiſe, and able, as to ſeek out other 
proofs then thoſe, which have won worlds to the 
Anunwor- Goſpel > You would have a God, thar ſhould give 
thy way 10 YOU NEW ſignes,and tokens, to confirm you in faith , 
rea: WH a God, which ſervilely will be captivated to pleaſe 
the ticklings of your curioſiry, Senſeleſs men as you 
Infuſpical- are, this were not to have a God, but a lame Idol. 
ls ſecre'f® Are you not very blockiſh to treat with God 
” much more wickedly then one would do with a mean 


ne maje- 
ſtatis cognt- 
110 eſt Deum 
noſſe miſs 


Dem. 


you would praiſe bim with all freeneſs, that ſhould 

reſt ſatisfied therewith, and would condemn the 
7,.92% other, whom you ſhould find fearfull, inconſtant, 
Curioſity and eyer upon miſtruſt : yet would you that God 
dangers, ould fayour your fidelity by extraordinary ways? 
rem eficit, What apparency is there tor this ? All curioſity is 
_ damnable, it is an ulcer that ever itcheth, and which 


<:m. 2 de Without ceaſing is iterated by continual ſcratching, 


filii gener. IT iS as A Horſe-leach, which draweth our all the 
Chryſ. ae 


= op A biting Worm, which taketh men by the ears, as 
d-yvociy Well as Dogs. But above all it is pernicious in 
xeags3 Matter of Religion, Sixtzs, an antient Authour, 
i Nra Cited in the Bibliothckg of the. Fathers, hath ſpo. 
vaygs. Ken a thing very renarkable : when a man ſpeaketh 
Six in of God, yea, with all verity, we muſt always thireiy 
—_ proceed reſervedly, as if we troae upon thorns. Jt were 
Dev better ( ſaich St. John Chryſoſtom) -not to knew him, 


Deo etiam 


vera loqwi then to know him ill. Heſychins teacherh us,one mult 


The HOLY COURT. 


I. Obſtacle. }ealnefi of Faith, 


which ſucceeded in the Oeconomy of Chriſtianity, 
were enforced to yield to truth. 

Thar it were nothing to have ſcen throubh all 
Ages a thouſand,and a thouſand miracles,in'Heaven, 
in Earth, on the Sea, done in confirmation of Chri.. 
ſtianiry, in the _ of the moſt witty, and malic. 
ous,who bent all their endeavour tocenſurerejet 
and contradit them. Notwithſtanding,the evidence 
was fo palpable, fo ſtrong, ſo invinable, that Ty. 


man ? If you had paſſed your word to two friends, 1o rants, yea, the moſt enraged bloody execcutioners, 


convinced with the proots thereof, [et fall the fword, 
which they had taken in their hand for the ſlaughter 
of Martyrs,and ſtretched out their necks to the per- 
ſecutours to be beheaded. Thar it were nothing to 
tell what a good Authour, upon accompt taken, hath 
obſerved, that there have been eleven millions of 
Martyrs of all fexes, _, and conditions, who have 
ſcaled the Religion, which we profeſs, by effuſion of 
their blood;and in this liſt an infinire number of per- 


bad blood, and filleth till it burſt. It is a Magpy, 20 ſons of eminent quality,who conſiderately proceed. 


ed in the leaſt occaſions, that have abandoned the 
eaſefull accommodations of their ſortunes., their 
eſtates,dignities,yea,their Scepters,and Diadems, to 
deliver as a prey to moſt enormous, and exquiſite 
rorments,a moſt precious life, which they might have 
led inhonour,jn repuration according to the world, 
in pleaſures, :n delights, in wonders. Thar it were 
nothing to ſay, that after perſecutionsthere ſprung 
up an infinity of brave ſpirits, intelligent, clear. 


- —__ approach to him as to fire, too great adiſtance 3c ſighted, furniſhed with all ſorts of humane know. 


Heſychiain maketh us quake with cold, 


an 
Levitic. 


over-near ap- 
proaches burn us. . 
Perverſs | Secondly, judg whether any Body would not 
proceed fſay.it were a great weakneſs of underſtanding,to be 
ing of:0* deſirous to proceed in matters of Religion by ſuch 
' Knowledges, as are common with brute Beaſts, and 
forſake thoſe of men ? And yet this is it, which you 

do, when leaving the eye of underſtanding, and 

the right ofa rectified judgment, (which God hath 


ledges, as the 7 uſtins, Tertullians, Cyprians, Angu- 
ſtines, and ſo many other of the ſame profeſſion, 
who, after they had ſeriouſly, and judiciouſly-exa- 
mined the ſtate of Chriſtianity, have embreced it, 
profeſſed ir, defended ir, ſome with their pen, ſome 
with ſweat, and ſome with their blood, 

The Heavens are not enameled with ſo many 
Stars,as the Church hath had great men, the prodi- 
gics, and lights of the world, who by their learned 


ny man by privilege of excellency ) you will 4o writings have illuſtrated the verities of our Religi- 


ear, ſce, and touch, begging a truth from brutiſh 
ſenſe : which is abſolutely to raiſe them above their 
reach. See you not how the Moon by her interpo- 
ſition eclipſeth the Sun, and when you in matter of 
faith interpoſe ſenſe, you obſcure the light of judg- 
ment (the rrue $un of your Soul) which dictateth to 
you, tharir isa thing moſt reaſonable, the creature 
ſhould fubmit himſelf to the Creatour , that it care- 
fully keep it ſelf from daring to comprehend him in 


Ocean in a little Cockle-ſhel. Iris a pitifull thing to 
hear, that theſe curious ſpirits ſhould ſuffer theme 
ſelves to be ſurprized by a quack-ſalving Impoſtour, 
who caſteth milts before their eyes by force of delu- 
ſions, and to contend with God,who giveth them as 
many obligations, and aſſurances of his promiſes, as 
Deus tor & There are letters 1n the Scripture. This isnot onely 
. zantis 9% tO crack the eye-{tring of a reaſonable judgment, bur 


oo 7 alſo to pull out the eye of Faith, all pure,and celeſti- 


on. I leave you to think, if among ſo many great 
Suns, which have garniſhed heaven, and earth with 
brightneſs, one ſhould behold a ridiculous reere- 
mouſe to creep out of a hole, and fay it is not day, 
and that all theſe Suns are bur darkneſs, whether he 
deſerve not to be burnt, and ſtampt to powder ? 


That all this, which I have ſaid (being very ſtrong, _ 
and ſpecious) enter not into the liſt of accomprt : force in 


29 


rea? 


what may one anſwer to two things, which are wo 
the univerſality of his nature, and ſhut up this vaſt 5o very eminent 'in Chriſtianity, the conſideration *'® 


whereof is of power to ſettle the moſt waverin 
ſpirit, to wit, the marvellous proceeding, which 
hath been held in the eſtabliſhment of our Reli- 
gion, and the moſt pure ſanity of the docrine 
thereof? What is there humane 1n this law, which 
is eſtabliſhed againſt all humane ways, by\a ſuc- 
ceſs ſo ſtrange, and admirable, thar it wn 
all ſpirits in wonder 2 Where were in theſe 

ginnings eloquence, favour of Princes, their re. 


bitor no» al as it is. You demand proots of your Religion 60 venews, their eſtate, their arms, their ſouldiers? 


fenctirs 
Clrvſ, 
Serm.2 5s 


(frantick man) look back upon the birch, the pro- 
greſs,and ſtate of the Church. This is the great ſign, 
Apecal.12. the Lady clothed with the Sun, which one cannot be 
ignorant of without a prodhzevs blindneſs. 
Invincible Admit it were nothins to have for proof,ſo great, 
proofs of ſo univerſal, ſo conſtant conſent of all the Prophets, 
P'*tY- to preſage many Ages before, the effeR, the birth, 
life, death of the Meſ7as, the eſtabliſhment of the 
Church, the converſion of the Geytiles, ſo determi- 


Where were the promiſes of honour, reputation, 
dignity 2 Where were the moving allurements of 
ſenſe, and all that which uſerh to teed, and foment 
Secs ? From whence cometh it, that the Church 
alone hath encreaſed under tempeſtuous ſtorms, in 
perſecutions , - in the ſlaughters of three hundred 
years, during which time there was no engine, 
which Hell uſed nor, no torment, which the De- 
vil invented not, no inventions, which the Great- 


nately, and panQually, that even the moſt Diaboli- 70 ones of the earth, with powerfull hand conſpiring, 


cal ſpirits, who had from all times theſe Scriptures in 
their hands, ſeeing this conſequently to happen, 


executed not ? All the plaiſtercd pretended Sets, 
which have ſeemed deſirous to take this way, are 
quite 


be- xnablith- 
meat 
of the 


Church, 


39 


$+e!4 Eccle. 


ſa perſects. 
nombns fie. 
it ,martyrns 
coronata eft, 
Crudelitas 
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uite vaniſhed; - From whence it cometh to paſs, 
v6 the Church alone hath 'maintained it ſelf in 
a bloody tempelt, of three Ages, in the contra- 
diction of: a thouſand Sets. From whence it pro- 


i/ccebya ef ceedeth, that the cruelty of Tyrants hath ſerved 


ſet, plures 


efficimuy, 
quories me- 


zur 4 v- On be found, which with fuch innocency and 
bis: ſewsen eff 


ſanguis 


Ciriſtians- more, with the arms of diſgraces, poverty, deſpi- 10 Books , 


rum. 
Hiey, in vi- 


ta Malach. 


Tertul, in 


cap. 50. 


Wonder. 
full pro- 


cecuing, 


for encouragement to the faithfull,and the blood of 
Martyrs for ſeed-to Poſterity. Where can a Religi- 
rity 
of life, ſuch humility, ſolidity,ſanfiry, and,which is 


cable contempt , auſterity , and torments , hath 
changed the eſtate, and face of the world, bath 
planted the Croſs in the capital City of the Empire, 
above' the thunder-bearing Eagles of the Emper. 
ours, and the aſhes of a poor Fiſherman, maſſacred 
Jr this law, above the Diadems of Kings ? 

What would the antient Eqs fay, if they roſe 
again from their graves, to behold in Rome, where 
all che Monarchics were eſtabliſhed, and incorpo- 


I. Obſtacle. 


FFeakneſs of Faith, Part r; 
ſuerude, contempt of the world , virtues ſo noble, 
ſo elate, ſo heroick, that the life alone of a Chri- 
ſtian, being with conformity directed fairly to the 
doctrine of our SAv1iOusR, 1s a perpetual 
miracle, able to convert worlds. All that, which 
the great Philoſophers 'of this Univerſe could not 
attain with the flight of their feathers, the Chrs- 
ſtian toucheth with his band, he hath demonſtrated 
more in his works, then they have faid in their 
they have built Common-wealths on pa- 
per, and our Religion hath raiſed Monarchies of 
real virtues, And if the wicked, who ſtagger in 
their belief, had addi&ed themſelves to the exerciſe 
of good works, never would infidelity have made 
prey upon their underſtandings, but for that they 
ſuffered themſeves to be transported with the over- 
flow of pride, preſumption, curioſity of toys, va- 
nities, and carnal ſenſualities of the world, God in 
juſt vengeance ſuffereth them to fall into a repro- 


rated, where all the Devils;and Furies were canton» 20 bate ſenſe. 


nized, as in their laſt and ſtrongeſt fortreſs, in 
Rome, from whence came all the fulminating thun- 
ders, and bloody Edits againit Chriſtians, where 
the ſwordof Perſecution was ſharpened to reap a 
harveſt of heads, where was a Pantheon, the Maga- 
zin of all their falſe Deities, to ſec there the ſtate of 
the ſupreme * Biſhop of Chriſtians, to ſee there a 


*.A4 (nec Church ereQed to Peter the Fiſher-man,much more 


minus Chri- 


ſtiam!) alttey 


ſenttant, 


Y 


Sanity 
an irrefra- 
gable ar- 
gument, 


magnificent:then ever was the Pantheon ? Say hu. 


age of twelve years, when he began publickly to. 
teſtifie he was come to redeem the Kingdom of his 
Father from violent, and unjuſt uſurpers, had asked 
counſel of = touching the proceedings, which 
ought to be held in this buſineſs, what had you ad- 
viſed him? Had you not demanded of him, where 
are your treaſures? Have you not inexhauſtible 
riches to.oppoſe an Empire, which hath an hundred 
and fifty. millions of revenew? No, I pretend to 


Oh loſt Soul ! which giveſt way to this faintneſs, 
and remifneſs in thy Religion, conſider a little at- 
tentively all that I have ſaid hereupon, And iftruth 
content thee not, thou mayeſt well hereafter expe&t 
the lot of Cain, the abſence from the face of God, 
perpetual frightfull anxiety, terrours, and menaces 
trom heaven, the indignation of the ſovereign Judg, 
the hatred of men, the ill ſucceſs of thy affairs, ex- 
traordinary maladies, deſolation, the life of a fad 


mane wiſdom, iftheSav1ou of the world at the 30 howling Wolf, a tragick death, and deteſtation of 


thy potterity. 

Even Atheiſts, amongſt the confuſions of Pagay- 
i/m,have ſeldom or never found aſſurance therein : 
ſome have been ſacrificed to flames, as Diagorac ; 
others eaten up with Lice,as Pherecydes ; others de. 
voured by Dogs,as Lxcian ; others thunder-ſhot in 
a bath, and turned into aſhes inthe twinkling of an 
eye,as Olympixs:, others have ſuddenly loſt humane 
ſpeech, and have bellowed like Bulls, and in this 


Dog. Lacr, 
Paulus 
Daac, 

lib. 13. 


haye no other riches but poverty. Have you ſome 49 rearing have yielded up their Souls, as Simen Thr 1. 


five hundred thouſand men in pay, for ten years to 
maintain one army on Ni/ws,another on Exphrates, 
one on Rhexe,another on the Ocean, another with. 
in theentrails of the Romaxe Empire ? No, I pur- 
poſe not 'to levie for execution of this deſign bur 
twelve poor men,Sea-farirg men,without ſtrength, 
without induſtry, arms, or ſo much asa Staff, Have 
you a thouſand brave Oratours,men of great learn- 
ing, eminent eloquence, who will endeavour by the 


charms: of their flowing tongues, to attra&t the JO not yel inan Age fo caitiff, where brave, 


people, and diſpoſe them to their wills? No, I have 
none but ſimple, ignorant people, Ideots, that go 
out to preach the Croſs. What would you have 
ſaid thereupon? O folly, how do you think to 
come to honour by ignominy, to riches by pover- 
"to greatneſs by. the infamous puniſhment of 
Croſs, to immortahty by a bloody death? 
And- yet behold it is dove. What fay you ? Ts 
there in all this proces any thing that is humane ? 


ty, 
t 


van, a wicked Pedant, inthe year 1201 , others 
have burſt in pieces in an infamous Privie, infetin 

the Sinks,and publick Sewers with their ſonls mers 
more ſtinking) as did the wicked Ariz, others have 
loſt their Scepter, and eyes, as a King of the Bulga- 
riaxs, who was f Barut you blinded by his own fa- 
ther Trebelius, as ſoon as he returned from a Mo- 
naſtery, where he had retired himſelf with armed 
power,, to chaſiffe the Atheiſm of his Son, We are 
and cou- 
ragious Magiſtrates are wanting to bridle the impu. 
dency of thoſe, who would advance theſe deteſtable 
Maxims of impiety. We have ſeen in freſh memory 
the Decree of that great, andilluftrious Parliament 
of Paris, that condemned to the fire the Authours 
of ſuch abominations, which powerfully ſtayed the 
violent courſe of black, and beaſtly impieties, that 
difpread themſelves under the mask of goodneſs , 
which ſhewed an heroick zeal, both of the glory of 


Muſt 'we ſearch out other miracles for confirma- 60 God, and general integrity, and maintenance of 


tion of faith ? 

Add hereunto, that the Devils craftily counter- 
feited wiſdom, potver, force, by. deceitſull, vio- 
|:ot, and brutiſh ways, but never could rhey con- 
Rtantly feign humility, patience, purity, fandtity. 

Secs, which bave taken this diſſembled mask, have 
not been able long to keep it, they all have ſhiver- 
ed, and broken with pride, preſumprion, private 
and publick impurities, with ordures of execrable 


laws,for which God hath reſerved to thema Crown 
of immorrtality.This decree hath been attended with 
favours from heaven, which even in an inſtant hath 
ſweetened notably rheſe puniſhments, and invited 
the bleſſings of all good men,that have with thanks» 
giving lifred their hands to beaven. We bad ſeen a 
little before the aſhes of ſome to flic in the wind, 
perhaps 'into the eyes of thoſe, which imitate them 
in their doftrine, If they expe any other argu. 


facrileges. The ſpirit onely of Chriſtianity hath al- 70 ments, it will appear their frenzie would have no 


ways appeared as a true ſpirit of piety,  humi- 
pry, patience, charity / continency, chaſtity, man- 


other remedies, but the ſearing-Iron, and fire. 
As for other Catholicks,who believe as the m_ 
u ' 


Sabel. 1.6; 
Lun. $$. 


Book 2. 


picus Mir. fall, and live as Infidels, pronouncing Js $u $ 
Fer CHRIST With their mouth, and renouncing 
gna mjama n " 

Ewargelio him with their hands, I pray them to ponder a fay- 
non credere, ;r15 of one of the rareſt Wits, which the world hath 


oo ſe. along time had (it is Picus , Afirandula) expreſſed 


em ſan- 
quis Marty by him in.theſe words to bis Nephew : It zs a predi- 


mn pelica 8801s folly not to believe the Goſpel,the truth whereof 1s 
reſonant v%- (egled with the blood of Martyrs innumerable geſtified 
EE by the Apoſtles, proved by miracles, confirmed by rea- 


wo confir- ſon, publiſhed, and declared by the elements, and crea- 10 


mat,elemen- 


ndlene® rures inſenfible, confeſſed even by the Devils : but it is 
os, Mi a much more ntoricus folly, not to doubt at all of the 
ner confiten- yerity of the Goſpel, Which one profeſseth, and yet to 
= = we, 4s if be made no queſt ion of the falſu ty thereof. 
inſania,ſs de at a mockery 1t 1s, to carry the name of a 
veritare,., Poor $A V 10 Randto burn with enraged ava- 
non dubites, Tice © bumbleS a v 101 K,and ſuffer himſelf 
vivere 14- to be expoſed to tempeſtuous winds of exorbitant 
men quaſi 


4 <4 ft. ambition, which breatherh nothing but breaches, and 


The HOLY COURT. 


II. Obſtacle. Errour. 


Sacraments, and Alms-deeds. Faith is given to you, 
as an inheritance of Heaven, whoſoever endea- 
voureth not to busband it, loſeth it, 


The ſecond OBs TACLE. 
* Errour in Religion. 


Friendly, and wholſom counſel to the Nobility 
of the pretended Religion, 


N Hereſie diſcovered is a face unmasked. 
Take away the vizard, you diſarm her, pull 


Ln F- 


"a 


* C ante hoc 
caput, & 
non mſe cum 
Aeletm ad- 
hibito legen- 
dum, 

S. Hierom,' 
in the let- 
ter 10 Cre« 


away this ſemblance painted with bypocriſie, where- fphon. 


with ſhe hath plaiſtered her face, you ſufficiently 
refute her , you need but to know her,to overcome 


Heveſes ad 
originers (44+ 
am Yeuo- 


her,and when the head of her Arrows are bare,they#/*, 


have no more force. 


therto couragiouſly endeavoured to take from her 
this veil, and adulterated colours ; yea, even ſhe at 


Catholick DoRours have hi- 71%: 


Haeretice- 
rum ſenten» 
tas prodi- 


. ; diſſe ; ſupe- 
fare »» Ship-wracks? ofa crucified Savwiou, andto 20 this time hath ſo favourably for you unmasked her r4/* «f. 
dubuares. 


wy Iiveina maſs of fleſh, wholly effeminated with de- 
cold Catbo- lights, and curioſities, even to the making their ſpit- 
—_ tings to ſwim in Gold? ofa meekSAaviou rand 
to carry,under the name of a Chriſtian, a Gorgon's 
eye,the anger ofan AF,the heart of a Tyger,a ſoul 
full of revenges, of gall, of blood, of Monſters, of 
beaſtly bruriſhneſs ? O God, what Chriſtianity is 
Salvien. 4. this ! Salvianxs ſpeaketh a word very remarkable : 
wn We cannot fin without making our ſelves capable of 
ftianorum (tags are ſacrileges, the name which they bear con- 
op wm. dempneth their life, Without any other form of proceſs. 
ric. A- Theſe Colds of the North, this Icineſs, which ſome 
yer! Catholicks ſhew in their belief,is greatly ſcandalous, 
"is profeio. and prejudicial to —_ becauſe the miſ-believing, 
ne pecca- which ſee them live in ſuch exorbitancy,cannot per- 
ww. :/* ſwade themſelves they firmly believe the Goſpel, 
fre religio, Which they profeſs, but that all their Religion ble 
quan 774" an exteriour countenance,and rather an idle amuze- 
cnſat. 
eth an horrible prejudice into the Church of God, 
which ſhould even rent our hearts, if we yet re. 
tained one onely vein of that noble blood the 
Martyrs profuſely ſpent for the defence of the truth, 
Remedice. The remedies for theſe eſſential impediments in the 
a&t of Chriſtianity are, to take away, and cut off 

the cauſe of this infidelity. 
1. To prepare a conſcience chaſte,and timerous, 
which never will make it ſelf an Hoſteſs for mortal 


ſelf, that a man muſt pull our his eyes, it ke will not 
behold her deformity in her rebellion, juſtly de» 
reſted by the ſage, and moderate of her own fide. 

And | beſeech them to conſider, that this Egg, 
which they abhor, is laid by the Raven, that brood- 
eth in their boſom, and it is a great blindneſs to 
break the Eggs of the Aſp, and cheriſh tbe Serpent, 
which hath laid them, 


Good, and generous ſouls, which yet retain ſome 


Ones Chri- ſpiwitual treaſon in the higheſt degree : the ſins of Chri- 30 ſparks of a French ſpirit, do well ſee theſe proceed- 


ings are not according to Scripture, which fo ſe. 
verely recommendeth the honour of Kings, and 
therefore they ſound a retreat, they fold up their 
Enſigns, freely —_— they have erred as men, 
and proteſting not to perſevere in miſchief like De- 
vils. There are none but enraged ſpirits, that will be 
healed by the experience of their own ill, and bury 
themſelves in their ruin , wiſe men always make a 
medicine for themſelves of others folly. - 


ment of words,then a true liſt of virtue, This bring- 40 Go to then, you,who after ſo many voices from 


Heaven do ſtill {tagger, and adviſe, if you ought to 
return to the Romane Church, which is the womb 
of your beginning, and boſom of your repoſe, give 
me leave,that I may take this Film from your eyes: 
grow not outragious, to what purpoſe ſhould you 
ſtand quaking in theſe frightfull agonies ? Exerciſe 
a little patience, 1 do not doubt, but you will bleſs 
the hand, which layeth hold on you, dn you ſhall 
come to ſee the light. I come not with ſword in 


fin, and if by chance it give harbour thereunto, to 5 o hand, to put a Religion into your heads with main 


diſlodge it preſently : ſor ſins, heaped one upon ano- 
cher by a difſolute deadneſs of confeſſion, make a 
favage, and brutiſh ſoul, which ſeekerh nothing but 
to þe freed from God, though it be a matter im- 
poſſible. 

2. Not to talt the bleſfings, contentments, or ho- 
nours of the world, with roo much ardour , they 
eaſily enſnare our affe&tions, and make the forget- 
fulneſs of Heaven flide into an inſen{ible ſoul, 


force , I come to you full of compaſlion of your 
miſery, full of affetion for your falvation, full of 
the defire of your caſe, of your contentment, of 
your glory. Do you refuſe me? A truth doth 
not gall your cars : when you have underſtood, and 
diligently conſidered ir, if it pleaſe you not, you 
may reje& it, But 1 beſeech God the Father of 
light, and mercy, may open your heart, and eyes, 
to reſolve you herein accordingly to his holy will. 


3. To eſchew curioſity, principally in matter of $© It Jis a matter of no ſmall importance to handle 


Religion, as the canker of Faith. We muſt reſemble 
the Cuttle, a very wiſe Fiſh, who during ſtorms tix. 
eth her ſelf firmly upon the Rocks, without motion : 
amongſt the floating thoughts, which a dark cloudy 
conſcience may ſuggeſt always to hold one's foot on 
A the Rock of St. Peter, fixed,and ſtable ; to truſt the 
ſapere 4w4m direRtion of che Church, and not to forſake our hold. 
er nn Itis the moſt palpable folly, which can creep into the 
+44 [ilzie. brain of man, to deſire wifdom contrary to the wiſ- 
raw. dom of Saints, which is Humility. 
Rom.12.3-.4.- To exerciſe your ſelf gay in good 
works, as Prayer, Abſtinencies, frequentation of 


o 


the caffairs of ſalvation. We well know we havean 
immortal ſoul, which ſhall ſurvive to all eternity, 


po x » On, 
either in the boſom of the glory of Heaven, or in ter. ve;; 


of 


Optima m eſt 
altena in 4+ 
nia fru:, 


Impor- 
tance of 
the choite 
of Religt- 
n, mat- 


the flames of the damned , we well know by whar conſider 
care it entered into this life, and where it at this * "% 


preſent ſojourneth, but we undergs nd not by what 
paſſage, when, or how ir ſhall ſte our, We have 
nothing here more certain then death , nothing 
more uncertain then the hour, and manner : no- 


70 thing ſo aſſured in the other world, as to find 


there is a judgment of God, a Heaven fcr vir 


tues, a Hell for ſin: nothing ſo doubrtull, as the 


determinate 


Patt” T; 

On the contrary, you are made to behold a SeR, 
which you well krow to have been begun by a 
general revolt from ſuperiour Powers, by ſcanda- 
lous ſefffualities, and an infinite number of cruel- 
ries, as a celeſtial DNoEtine, beautifull, radiant, un» 
der the pretext of Scripture, which is a meer ſub- 
je to fancy , and conſidering it under this veil, you 


The HOLY COUR T, 11. Obſtacle, Ertour. 
determinate ſenterce of your proceſs : nothing ſo 
abſolutely confirmed, as that one cannot be ſayed 
Truth wer- Without true Religion, and nothing ſo- contro- 
thy to be yerted by the malice of Satan, as the verity of Re 
4 ligion. Notwithſtanding, if you err in the choiſe, 
Perrum you make ſhip-wrack before you weigh anchour, 
Diaconum and ſo long as you remain in errour, nothing can 

ſave, nor | th you from eternal damnation, For loveit : and as Nero, who through an Emerald be. 
Eevigam It is belief of all Chriſtianity, witneſſed by Saint held the flames, and blood of his Country, and 
preſenem Fulgentins inthe book, which he compoſed Of Faith, 1 © found it a pleaſant mirrour, fo whileſt you view the 
fxiwne vi- that all thoſe, who ſhut up the courſe of their life out pretended Religion under a veil, all ſeemeth beau- 
cn xy. Of the true Church, although they have filled the rifull, and goodly to you. Take away for one hour 


"roo world with Hoſpitals, and ſhed their blood for the at leaſt this parnal prejudicate ſpirit, drunk with 
paſſion , and take another, calm, repoſed, ſettled, 


guan®"1.., Name Of Peſus Chriſt, cannot free theniſelves from | 
which hath an indifferent care for each part, 


camq; elee. / of 
moſjnas fe- the eternal torments of Hell. See,wretched ſoul, if at 
The ſecond thing is, you mult not too much ſtick Second 
upon petty curioſities of a thouſand Controverſies, *'r9\ni- 


232 


cap. 48, 
241 extra 
Ece leſinm 


—_— whis dreadfull hour of death, and God's judgment, 
- you find your ſelf miſerably deceived by your ; | , O, 
and unprofitable Diſputations. Truth ordinarily is void the 


nomme ena 
ſenguines Nfniſters under the pretext of Scripture, whither | 
will you have recourſe? Verily, whatſoever is ſaid therein ill handled under the ſhadow of cheriſhing _- 


ſuderint, 

nullatenus 

pſa toyou, you well know in your conſcience, that dy- 29 it, it is haled this way, and that way, with ſuch 

wt ing in the Faith of St. Lew, St. Bernard,St. Fran- 
cis, who have direRtly oppoſed yours, you have all 
the poſſible aſſurance of a good Religion : nor do I 

think you have fo laid down all ſhame, that you 

condemn fo great and illuſtrious Perſonages. 

You are not ignorant, that all innovation is dan- 
gerous, but principally in matter of Faith, They, that 


and eager 
boldneſs, thatit ſeemeth every one would diſ-mem- contenti- 


berir, and each man take his ſhare away with him, 7,42; 
After ſo many ſtabs, and ſtoccadoes on this fide,and mw ad- 
that ſide, no other fruit is derived, but Yea, and *** 

7 : . . ſindium pey- 
No, and the foul oft-times findeth it ſelf as much {/ir,uts en 
void of peace, and reaſon, as. it is full of gall, 
and darkneſs, prove gn 
follow the main current, and generality of a Reli- \ You know what is written inthe Viſion of the #,4« fs 
gion antient, and well-grounded, cannot periſh but Prophet E/ias: God is not to be found in the ruſt- wrong 
by faſling from Heaven; cannot ſtumtle in chair be- 30 ling of impetuous winds,in boiſterous Rtorms;in tr- ramus. 
lief, but by entombins themſelves in the ruins of moils, in fire, bur in a gentle gale, which bringeth 


Aſſurance rations vs- 


of the Ca- 
thoitchs 


Oc 


Danger of 
novelty in 
Religion, 


Hilarius 
Chriſtianirv, which God neither can, nor will ſuffer light, and refreſhment in its wings. "40" thr 
ro be loſt, according to his promiſes, Likewiſe, ' verity, fit to handle the converſion of the calm, 

They, which adhere to novelries, fail ina Sea of fouls, is not ordinarily in theſe ardent, and conten- AE 
monſters, and rempeſts, without Pole-ſtar, withour tious Diſpurations,where the prizes of faft and looſe minw : in 
Rudder ,withour Pilor,without any other guid,then are played : but in the repoſe of a quiet ſpirit, tem- #" <4" 
their own judgment, which cannot chooſe but very perate, molded in the hands of a prudent docible- 3 reg.rg; 
ealily deceive them. neſs, For Faith runneth a different courſe from hu. 12. _ 

If therebe flames in Hell employed in the puniſh- mane Sciences. To ſay, Why this? and Why that? ,,.,,. - 
ment of finfull fouls, there is no doubt, but they 4, tobift the cauſes, the effeRts, the Tenents, the utmoſt /n1,quam 
ſhall chiefly be inflicted onthem,who haye laboured bounds of a point, it is the vulgar track of inferiour $1 
to rend the garment of Feſus Chriſt, to break the Scholes. Faith, which hath God himſelf for ob- a fingular 
connexions and ſeams of the Church, to irikeat ject, who is a bottomleſs abyſs of light, and per- —_— 
the lawtull powers ordained by God, to throw dif- feCtion, cannot demonſtrate all that it believeth, Tertllien. 
order, fire, and blood into the State of their Prince, otherwiſe it would not be Faith, nor God would # fdem 
Whar horrour will it be in this great, and general not no more be God. He,thar ſeeketh Faith, ſeeketh 7,17, 
day, when you ſhall ſee your innocency, by affocias not reaſon, - Atheys hath nothing to intermeddle querir. 
tion of Religion, engaged to the enormity of fo with er«ſalem, nor the Academy with the Church, Ke _ 
many diſaſtrous crimes, which you muſt, expiate Our Schole is the perch of Solomon, which teach- nicroſoly- 
with pains, which ſhall bave no other limits, but gg &th us, we muſt ſearch for God with fmplicity mis? Wit 
eternity ? Enter again into your ſelf a little, and © of hearr, and. not with frivolous curioſity, Faith % zc6es 
afford ſo much patience as to know your ſelf. For moveth upon two poles, the firſt is to believe what Noftra im- 


ſtrturio de 


Three 


taings ne- 


ceſſary to 
diſpole 
one's ſelf 
in Religt- 
on. 

Firſt, to 
avoid pre- 
jadice. 


if you deſire to proceed with all ſecurity, 1 adviſe 
you three things. 

Firſt, ro bave a ſpirit throughly diſcharged of an- 
ticipations, bold animoſities, and apprehenſions, 
whichgaiſe miſts even amongſt the molt reſplendent 
lights of truth. Jt is ſaid, that heretofore at Smyrna, 
a City of Greece, there was a falſe mirrour kept in 


God hath revealed, the ſecond to believe , be- 
cauſe he, who is an eternal truth, hath revealed 
It, without any. other reſtriction , ſpecified mo- 


doth the Creatour to us, if he would have us be- 
lieve more of him,then we areable ro comprehend? 
It 1s not for the Iron to ask of the Magnet, or 


the Temple,which did repreſent the moſt beautifull, g, Load-ſtone, from whence thoſe charms , and ſe- 


and amiable faces, with notable deformity , and on 


Mirtour of rhe contrary, gave to creatures ugly,and miſhapen, 


Smyrna, 
TD anſanas, 


a iuſtre of borrowed, and wholly imaginary beauty, 
Your Miniſters in the falſe glaſs of: their Dofrine 
repreſent the Rewane Church to you, this lovely, 
and chaſte Spouſe of Heaven, as a monſter compoſed 
of all forts of abominations, you have your ears 
perpetvally beaten- with the ſeven Hills of Rewe, 
with Anti- Chrift,with the horned Beaſt, with Idola- 


cret influences come, wherewith he atrraReth, and 
captivaterh him, It is enough that he follow, Wheri 
God propoſcth a verity unto thee by the voiee, 
and -general conſent of the Church, (poor man) 
thou kickeſt, thou friskeſt , thou oſt appeal to 


, humane reafon , to ſenſe, ro judgment , which 


have wings too ſhort, and inſufficient to undertake 
ſnch a flighr, | | 
Whileſt thou therein proceedeſt iff that maner, 


fries, and Superſtitions, which they maliciouſly ob- - o *Þy Faith will be no true Faith, but a phantaiie, 


trude ous. It you remain fixedin thefe perſwations, 
how can you «0 other, but hate that, which you 
know not 2 


which will entertain thee with falſe illuſions, and 
leave thee real torments. Jt is a great £cience n 
matter 


porticu So- 
lomonis 
cf}, que 


monet De-« 


dification, or humane diftintion. What wrong , in fm: 


plcitate 
cords que- 
rendum., 

C bryſ. Ser, 
$8.6 Ter- 
tul, lib, De 
Preſcrip. 
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0m ts. Matter of Religion to have an holy, ard conſcienti- 
ment, ones Os Snorance. All Hereticks (faith Tertallian) pro- 
ſirmiam miſe reaſon, and knowledge. All of them aſſail Faith 
Spienis with humane underſtanding. God teacheth us ano- 
bac vera: ther way, which is to adore his Myſterics with ſub- 
| con q-d miſſion of ſpirit,and make of our own proper judg- 
lic. mentsa ſacrifice on the Altar of Faith. 
De Trieks, The third thing, which you are to have in great 
initio, recommendation, is diligently to purge your con- 
—_ ſcience from the ruſt of Sin. The Spirit of God is x0 
Fuciry of pleaſed, and fed amongſt Lilies,and nothing ſo much 
wie. findererh heavenly Dodtine, as impurity of life, 
Pearls are difſolyed in Vineger, and Truth ina 
heart made bitter with the corruption of Vice, If 
you defire,that it ſhould come to you,obſerve three 
things exatly. Firſt endeavour, as much as-you can 
poſſibly, to free your ſelf from a certain ſpirit of 
preſumption, which puffeth men up,and inebriaterh 


them with the love of their own judgment, before 


a man can be a man without a reaſonable ſoul, Now Pretended 
this wo mg which we make queſtion,according _ 
to your ſaying; was deformed in eſſential things, to therefore 
wit, in Sacraments; whereby ic appeareth, it was no 9"*** 
more a _— then a lying cruth, to ſpeak pro« 
perly, is truth it ſelf, 

Wherefore we muſt conclude, that choſe, which 
boaſt they have reformed it witlin cheſe hundred 

ears, have made it wholly new : as it the Sun had 

en annihilated for a thouſand years fpace,and that 
God came to reſtore it, it would be an abſolute new 
Sun ;, ſois this Religion wholly new. Bebold then, The proof 
if every new Religion (asis moſt evident) carry itg *h<r-of is 
condemnation, ſee you nor, that this ſame, which Pats 


you profkels,is falſe,ſince it provettvit ſelf ro be new, 


and onely diſcovered fſirce Luther, ard Calvin. 

And think not, this novelty is onely proved by 
reaſon, It is your own conteſsion in the one and 
thirtiech Article, where you openly profeſs, the 


they be throughly awakened : and from hence it 20 Church hath. not m been reformed, but abſo- 


cometh, that they affeRionarely embrace themſelves, 

and make ſuch eſteem of their own thoughts, words, 
maxims, that all ſeemeth Gold. This is a perni- 

cious illuſion, and which ſtoppeth up all acceſs to 

our SAVv1ouR, who is much pleaſed to con- 

—_ verſe with the humble. 

2 diligi  Secondly,live with great purity of ſoul,and body, 
ditiem,ami- Carefully reſerving your ſelf from being engulph= 
foal affetions, pleaſures, and ordures of 


lutely made new : this fole innovation (if you judg 
aright of it) ſhould give you occaſion to ſuſpect it. 
The ſage Common-wealth of the Lycians here- Novetrics 

tofore ordained, that all thoſe, who would propoſe **<* u'pe- 
; A ' * . Qgedbythe 

any novelry in matter of law, ſhould deliver it in ic. 

publick, with an Halter about their necks, to the 

end, that if cheir Propoſitions were not found to be 

poor, and profitable, the authours thereof ſhould 

e ſtrangled in the place, 


corre Aſh, which bury the foul in a puddle, and makeit 30 And what can one think of them, which have 


facit oſ* uncapable of all good. God hath nor upon earth a 
preximu» more pleaſing holteſs,then purity of heart,”Tis char, 
Prov.2.2, Which procurcs for us the amity of the Sovereign 
$ap-6- King, and placeth us near the Divinity. Finally, la. 
bour ro-adorn your ſelf with C haricy, and the very 
bowels of piry towards the poor,and perſons afflic- 
ed, aſliſting them according to the ability, which you 
have, and when you, fortihied with ſuch Arms, ſhall 
daily knock at the gates of Heaven by inceſſant 


Prayer, asking Grace, ſpezking, and conferring oft- 40 tient model of the A poſiles : or that it hath always 


times with ſome Catholick Docour, virtuous, cha- 
ritable, and peacefuil, I have infinite hopes, the I a- 
ther of Light will dart upon your heart his beams, 
and give you leave to know the truth, 

Fourve? Inthe mean ſpace, ponder a little in your heart 

points ro four notable points, which will make you diſcover 

_— the falſity of the pretended Religion. 

hood of The firſt is, the beginning. The ſecond, the pro- 

the Pre- greſr The third, the | of the Doftrine. The 

: ourth, the frxits. Behold four rouch-ſtonesto judg 50 
aright of Religion. If all this do well accord with 
reaſon, and verity in the pretended Religion, 1 give 
you leave to follow it, bur if all therein be totrer- 
ing, and ruinous, I beſeech you open your eyes a 
little, and view your as aber you have ſo often 
ſhut up your ears againſt reaſon, and your heart 
againſt charity. 

Original, \ Then firſt of all conſider, whether this Religion 
you profeſs be antient,for new. If it be antient,and 


_—_— in ſuch huge noveliſm in matter of Religji- 

on, ſo diſaſterous, and ſo prejudicial ro Chriſten- 

dom by the effuſion of ſo much blood ? Judg your Force of 
ſelves, and weigh at leiſure the force of this argu. "wPp*"* 
ment ; you ſhall perceive it is very hard to find eva- yyeak eva- 
ſions againſt this verity. For of two things you muſt firs. of 
confeſs one, either that the Church hath wholly == 
been extin& the ſpace of about a thouſand years, 
and then was newly repaired 2ccording to & an- 


been on foor, but inviſible, and unknown. 

Theſe two evaſiors are very vain, ans frivolous, Firſt ev» 
as you ſhall underſtand, thereunto a little "plying — ok 
your judgment. For,to ſpeak of the firſt, expreſſe 
in the one and thirtieth Article of your Haith, that 
the Church bath been newly reformed : Firſt, this is r. Rea'on. 
againſt the Word of God, who to his Church pro- 
miſeth an aſsiſtance without interruprtion, even to 
the end of the world. Theſe are his words 1n Saint 
Matth:W : Behold, I am With you all the days, even to Mat 23. 2. 
the conſummation of the world. He admitterh not one 
ſole day of interruption, and you make one of a 
thouſand, or eleven hundred years. 

Secondly, you make a 7e/xs Chriſt diſarrayed, a 2 Ke#on. 
Church reduced to nothing, for the ſpace of ten 
Ages : which is very intolerable,and ſhall never be, 
nay, not during the time of Anti-Chr:ft's perſecu- 3. Reaſon. 
tion, Moreover, were it ſo, you muſt deny the 
providence of God, ſo to have abandoned to a ge- 


the Religion of the 4 poſtles,you ought to follow it: 60 neral deſolation a work faſt cemented with the 


if new,you ought to condemn it , no man doubterh. 
| Now,it is as new as novelty it ſelf : which is proved, 
firſt by the name thereof, ſince every Religion, which 
is called reformed, ought docetliety to have been 
deformed , fora thing is not reformed, which never 
had deformity. This 1s clear. And every Religion, 
which is ſaid to be reformed in things eſſential, as 
*are Sacraments, was then before detormed in mat- 
ters eſſential; and ſo detormed,thac in a word it was 


blood of his Son : -yea,he, who bath a care even of 
the neſts of the little Halcyons. Tinally, you muſt 
ſay,that ?e/#s Chriſt was an Impoſtour,and unable : 
an Impoſtour, to have promiſed a Church withour 
interruption , unable, in thac he could not preſerve 
it; all which is blaſphemous. | 

To affirm the ſecond, that this Church hath al- Second e- 
ways been, but yet unknown, and inviſible : it all — 
men were changed into Beaſts,it might happen they 


no longer a Religion. 70 would be thus perſwaded , but, if they yet retain 


For it is as impoſsible a Religion can ſubſiſt with- 
out the vericy of Faith, and Sacraments as to ſay,that 


one dram of humane capacity, it were impoſlible , 
ſo impertinent is this Propoſition. 
E For 
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For firſt of all, becauſe you will affirm nothin 
7+ Se ps- Without proof out of Holy Scripture,it is demand 


ſ«11%67- of you, where it is ſpoken of this unknown Church 
naculum b - 


ſwm: in Of this inviſible Church 2 Much otherwiſe, ſhe is 
»a"feftai- compared to a City planted upon an Hill, to the 
one poſuit . A a . 
Ecclefam Light, to the Pavilion in the Sun, as the Scripture 
ſam, avg. teacheth us,and St. Anguſtine proverh it by the ſame 
” Pal, 18 Scripture,.upon the eighteenth Pſalm. 


Secondly, if this Church were unknown, whither 


IT. Obſtacle, Eivoar. 


»Part r. 


uperiours, recommended by St. Paxl to the Rg- Rom. 12, 
mans: Let every ſoul be ſubjett to ſuperiour powers. 
The fourth, a ſweetneſs, and an admirable patience 


in perſecutions. Behold what appeared in the publi- 

cation of the Goſpel. If you obſerve any thing like Conſider 
inthe progreſs of the pretended Religion, then have of this 
you cauſe to have a opinion of 1t, But if you proot. 
therein do ſee all her proceedings oppoſite to the 

ſame, conclude it is not of God, And tell me, what 


ſhould the Gentiles have addreſſed themſelves for 10 are her proceedings in the fore-alledged points ? 


their converſion ? or thoſe that were doubttull for 
their reſolution? or all the faithfull for their di- 
retion.? God referreth them all to his Church, Is 
it not a meer mockery to ſend them to a thing in- 
viſible? 

Thirdly, if there be no proof in Scripture,which 
averreth this, ſome humane reaſon at leaſt is re- 
quired, Can a Propoſition more reaſonable be 
made, then to ask of thoſe, who maintain a thing to 


It cannot be doubted, but that the virtue of humi- Firſt Mark. 
lity is the foundation of Faith, and one of the moſt 
noble charaQers of Chriſtian Religion. here hy- Trov. rt. 
mility is (ſaith the Wiſe-man) there is wiſdom, and 
Ged is pleaſed to dry up the roots of proud people. Now *E* 
all Hereſie is inſeparably tied to a proud ſpirit, from 
whence it took beginning, derived nouriſhment,and 
receives increaſe. 

We might alledge an infinite number of reſtimo- 


have been in former Ages, to produce ſome marks 29 nies to this purpoſe. But we do not now tell you 


thereof ? That they ſhew, how tor a thouſand years 
of deſolation their Church hath been in being? That 
they ſet before us one ſole Hiſtory ,which witneſleth 
how in the thouſand, two, three, four, and five 
hundred years there was found a company of Bre- 
thren, who profeſſed an univerſal ſum of all the 
| Articles which theſe men now maintain ? 
Allats i ThePhenix is very rare , but yet itis ſaid in ſuch 
Mn and ſuch a year, a Phenix was ſeen in Rowe, Do we 


«761/800. find that any man faith the like of the pretended re- 39 of Hereticks in Germany,having firſt publiſhed a law 


Tlin.lib, 


—— formed Religion? There is not a word of it, We 


find the yy aldenſes, Circumcellians, Guoſticks , Bor- 
borites, and Begnins, who have held ſome piece of 
& our Hereticks belief,and we likewiſe behold, that all 
have been condemned as Hereticks. But there is not 
one to be found, who hath framed this body of the 
pretended Religion, as it is at this day compoſed. 
What meaneth this ? Is it to have one {mall ſparkle 
of the underſtanding of man, to affirm ſuch a thing 


how two Heretick-women of the race of F/xay, did Fri 


as it were, cauſe their Spitle to be adored, nor how 1144-1: 
one Hildebert gave the paring of his Nails to his Se- brcicus 
Raries for Reliques, ſo true is it,that Hereſie, being (a 
a ſprout of the evil Spirit, ſtill retains the mark of 
that pride, which having once aſſayed to diſturb 
Heaven never ſuffers the earth to enjoy repoſe. 

It is well known how in the laſt Age, one called 
john Leyden, by trade a Botcher, and Ring-leader hm 
of plurality of Wives, went into the field, drawing 
along with bim huge troops of unchaſt creatures , 
where, after he had played the Prophet, he cauſed. 
himſelf to be choſen King, took a triple Diadem, 
erected a proud Pavilion,wherein he gave audience, 
eſtabliſhed his Court; and Potenrates, chooſing our 
Rogues,and Reprobares,at that time attired in cloth 
of Gold, and Silver, and other coſtly Stuffs, which 
having but a little before ſerved for ornaments on 


to-have been, and not to know how to produce one 49 Altars were now cut in pieces by the hands of theſe 


proof ? 

Is not this to play «/&/op's Aſs, that vanted he had 
great ſecrets of wiſdom to communicate to other 
Beaſts, and to authorize it, he hid himſelf along 
time in a dry pit, from whence he came with a Philo- 

ſophers, Cloak, ſaying, Thatſwhileſt he had been in- 
x notable Viſable, be had nba addicted himſelf to Sciences, and 
paſſage of the knowledg of truth. In the end it was known he 


Terultian. was an Aſs, and with many blows, and baſtonadoes 
Aſinus de 


e/£/0p's 
AlSs 


Harpies, and employed to cover infamous bodies 
that rather deſerved to be involved in Sulphur, an 

flames. When this King of Cards marched through 
the City, you would bave taken him for the Great 
Duke of Muſcovia, or ſome antick King of Hier- 
ſalem. A Page mounted on Horſ-back bare a Bible 
covered with plates of -Gold before him, another 
carried a naked Sword, willing thereby to expreſs he 
was born for the defence of the Goſpel. Belides he 


7c ods DE was ſent back again to the Pit, from whence he 59 commonly had in his band a golden Globe,whereon 


vew, & Came. This the Parable, which Tertu/{ian ſpake to 
jam cx-"* the Hereticks of his Time. You now come forth,as 
q*ifis, a an Aſs out ofs/} ſop's Pit,and you cry out: Tell me, 
yo—_—_ who are you ? From whence come you ? Who ſent 
'14i jus m YOu ? What right have you upon us, to extinguiſh 
_ the belief of our Fore-fathers ? Do you not behold 
Ifzrc. 1jb. A beginning of the pretended, ſhameleſs,and ridicu- 
4. cap.23. lous Religion, which well proveth its nullity ? 

—_ The ſecond Conſideration,on which we muſt reſt, 


point, pro- 


theſe words were engraven : King of 7uſtice on 
earth. Ann Delphonſe, the firſt of fourteen wives 
this Impoſtour had married, went along with him, 
covered with a Mantle furred with Ermines, claſped 
with a great Buckle of all maſſie Gold. 

This would ſeem ſtrange, if we had not lately 
known the inſolence of Rebels, and their imaginary 
Regalities, which are mounted to ſuch an height of 
fury, that they draw-very near to thelike frenzy, 


reſs, and is well to balance the progreſs, advancement, and 69 Yet will we not at this time inſtance' hereupon in 


publicati- 
on of the 
Se, 


publication of this Se&. If you find it conformable 
ro the antient manner of the Primitive Church, fol. 
low it: if it be direAtly oppoſite, have you not 
great reaſon to abondonit ? Now <ir, ſoitis, and 
behold how. 

peri Thetrue Church from her infancy hath had four 
«pud nos ef rnarks moſt evident. The firſt is a profound humili- 
permures ty. Theſecond, agreat love of virginity, chaſtity, 


wires, &- 


mwliere:,qui and continency witneſs Athenagoras, a moſt antient 
in c«i24% Authour, who maketh mention of this great purity + 
of body, and faith ; It is the mark of the excellency 
of our Religion. The third, a great obedience to 


conſere- 
feent. 


any thing concerning this Article. We onely ſay, 

that to ſeparate Religion from Rebellion, and the 

manners of men from do@rine,the maxims of Secta- 

ries make an abſolute profeſſion of the moſt enraged 

vanity that may be obſeryed in the courſe of hu= 

mane life. For, if the Scripture doth fo ſtriftly re- wor ata (+ 

commend unco us in the praQice of Humility, not to pioc:./ed 

make our ſelves over-wife,or able, not.to reſt upon poenmeory 

our own judgment, nor proper prudence,to hearken ence. 

to our Fore-farhers, to obey Paſtours, who have 779% 35- 

lawfull ſucceſſion, ro work our Salvation with fear, ws 

and trembling at God's judgments, what may we tis '48. 
think 


Book T. 


think of a Se&, which authorizeth a peculiar ſpirit, ceſſes of nature, not laws of profeſſion. Tor to fay, 

which hath ever been the Seminary of all Schuſms, there are vicesin one Body,and in one SeR,is to ſay 

and Diſorders,which without diſtinRion putteth the nothing , but to ſay theſe vices are confirmed, and 

Scripture into all hands, to judg of points of Faith, authorized by the Maxims, and Examples of the 

from whence have riſen amongſt them an infinite ſame SeR, this is to ſay all. 

number of diviſions , which teacheth to accompt as Now, this is it, which we beliold in the proceed- 

dotages all that,which the Piery of our fore-tathers * ings of the Pretenders. For it cannot be denied, bur 

reverenced, all that the wiſeſt, and moſt religious we ought to keep promiſe with men, ard by a much 

men of the earth decided, which reacheth to ſpir ftronger reaſon what we promiſe to God ? Yet not- 

againſt light, and trample under foot the command- x © withitanding the principal of the Pretenders have 

ments of Pa{tours, and Prelates , to flatter one's ſelf taught by word, and praiſed by example the do. 

with aſſurance of, Salvation, and Predeſtination, in arine of the whole Body , which is, that one may 

the greateſt exorbitancies, and neglects of lite ? break a vow of chaſtity,to wit,ofathing very good, 
Verily,it isan admirable thing to behold, how the for it is praiſed by the mouth of our Saviour, and 1c r7. 

petty ſpirits of Artificers, and hilly Women bulie St. Pax, of a thing very reaſonable, for millions of * <**** 

themſelves herein, and to what a degree of pride Saints have praQtiſed it in the beginning of the 

they come,when,abuſed by I know not what imagi- Church, ofa thing moſt holy, for the Scripture hath 

nary Texts of Scripture,they grow big with the opi= given it the name of $x#ity : to break a vow ſealed 740%. 4: 

nion of their ovn ability. What pride more irregu- as withthe ſeal of the invocation of the holy 7 rinj- 

lar, tltnto ſee men not content with the Religion 20 73,and the blood of Zeſ#s: to break it not by frailty, 

of Charlemaigne and St. Lewis,nor ofthe Churches, bur profeſſion, againſt the docrine, and practiſe of 

and Tombs of their Anceſtours, to become fo curi= all Antiquity. Is this a mark of the true Church ? 

ous,as to think their Kings,and Paſtours to be Idola» Take the third mark, Obedience, moſt natural to ;. act. 

ters, and all the better part of mankind beſtial, from the Primitive Chriſt;ans, and all juſt men, who are 

whom they ſeparate themſelves, as ſrom-people in- called a Nation of Obedience, and you ſhall find in Ec 3+ 


feted with a ſpiritual contagion, and do all they 
can to Deifie their own opinions ? What Phariſce 
ever came near this beight of pride ? 

If there were any the leaſt ſpark of Humility, a 
good Soul would fay within it ſelf, © What do], 
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II. Obſtacle, Frrour, 


the infancy of the pretended Religion a revolt 
againſt all Eccleſiaſtical, and Secular Powers, conti- 
ruedin all times, andin all the parts of the world, 
where ſhe might be introduced with ſuch cruelties, 


= 
33 


3c as we know by experience. 


** or wheream 1? It.is an old faying, He, that too Take laſtly the fourth mark, which is the Dove- + Make 


© much believes in himſelf, is a Devil to himſelf, 1 
* think I am grounded on the Word of God : but 
* have not all Hereticks had the ſame foundation, 
* which they in concluſion found onely to ſubſiſt in 
*© their own imagination? Why ſhouldI ſeparate 
** my ſelf from the main Body of the antient Church, 
*© to ſatisfie the itch of my peculiar judgment ? It is 


like ſweetneſs, that ſhone in the firſt Chriſtians,even 
inthe times of perſecution, and you ſhall find in the * 
pretended Religion, there is nothing but Conven- 
ticles,Conliſtories of State, FaCtions, Armies, Ran. 
ſackings, and Horrours, which make all good con- 
{ciences to tremble. Should I enlarge upon this Diſ- 
courſe, I could mention matters able ro make 


*© not credible, that ſo many men of honour, and\. Marbles weep : but 1 will not labour to be eloquent 

** worth, who are clear-ſighted in all other things, 4oin our evils, which 1 ſeek to {weeten what I may,not 

* ſhould be deceived in this, they may bave had intending to exaſperate any. 

©< doubts, and opinions as we, but they have over. Onely I ask, what will your prime Sef&aries an- Publicati- 


* come them by Humility, and Reaſon, they have fwer to the Church at the day of judgment, when 22% 5 


Tretended, 
** ſtuck to the body of the Tree, they have followed -ſhe ſhall fay : My firſt Children bare neither Rod, any 
** the general conſent of People, which rather live in 


nor Stick to plant Faith in the hearts of men, and from rue 


, Zo Mark, 


** Unitormiry, then adhere to Novelty, 

* Let them not be figured to meas Idolaters, 1de- 
** ots, and men ſuperititious, they have far other 
** aims then theſe. The wiſeſt, and moſt temperate 


you have publiſhed a Religion all briſtled with «og 


Swords, & ſoored over with the ſmoak of Cannons, 
all ſprinkled with the blood of Catholicks.My lawful 
Children,at the publication of the Goſpel, ſpake not 


** of our {ide believe them not to be damned in 5o one bitter word againſt Executioners, amongſt the 


** their Religion, To what purpoſe then is all this,to 
** handle a buſineſs apart, to be feparated from our 
©* near Allies, from Sacraments, Church, Tombs,and 
** to be the cauſe of ſo many diviſions, ſpoils, and 
** blood-ſhed? I plainly ſee,we muſt hereafter live in 
** re-union, It isthe Spirit of God, which command- 
** ethit. If 1 have beliefs in my heart different from 
** the ordinary, 1 ought not to divulge them to cre- 
*© ate Schiſms, and Scandals. ] ſhould inform my elf. 


moſt exquiſite torments, which might be inflicted. 
And you, what vein, I pray, have you ſpared in my 
Body, from whence you drew not rivers of blood 
to diſtain the Lilies of France, 

Your fore- fathers built Churches for me,and you 
have demoliſhed them: _y erected Altars, and you 
have pulled them down : they advanced Crofles to 


See Mon- 
ren de 
$Samittes 
in his 


Book. Of 
me,and you have broken them : they have conſecra- g.cae. 


red Prieſts for my ſervice, - and you have maſlacred 


* I ſhould obey:it is fit, I ſomewhar yield to the love 60 them in my Arms. The Apoſtles taught me to place 


** of thoſe, who look after me for my good, and the 
© authoriry of ſach as command over me by juſtice. 
** I cannot periſh in making a facrifice of my proper 
* will, for peace, and the common good, to thoſe, 


* whom God hath appointed me for Guiders, and - 


*© Superiours. This is the great Science, which 1 will 
*© hereafter ſeck in the government of the inward 
**man, Behold what an humble crefture might 


ſay : but inſolency, the inſeparable companion of 


Hereſie,proceedeth much otherwiſe. 
And as concerning Purity, let us not go about to 
ſpeak of the Vices of | particular men, whuch are ex- 


the bodies of Saints under Altars, and you have ta-- 
ken them from that repoſe, whereunto Nature con- 
ſigned them, from that repoſe many times afforded 
to malefatours, you have divided them between 
fire,and water, yea,you have infected Elements,ma- 
king theni as executioners of thoſe venerable bodies, 
whole foot-ſteps they honoured. And of what bo- 
dies? ofa $. [renews burned at Lions, of a $. Hila- 
ry atPoittiers,of a S. Aygnanat Orleans,ot a S.Mar- 


70 tin,and a S. Francis of Panlaat Tours : not to ſpeak 


of others. The Apoſtles teach to honour Kings,and 
you have loaden them with reproaches, even to the 
E 3 houring 
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figuring of King Charls the Ninth with marks moſt 
unworthy in a Coin you ſtamp: with Croſſes, and 
Charch- Chalices, yea, to the diſ-enterring of the , 
heart of Francis the Second, enterred at St.Cro/s in 
Orlean:,and the waſting it in flames. 

Juds now (O you Pretenders) whether a Religi- 
on, which carried on the brow - thereof at fo bar- * 
barous, pollutions ſo hideous, cruelties ſo execrable, 
can poſſibly have the leaſt ſpark of Piety, 
3 Point. 
Foundati- dation of this new Religion, and you ſhall diſcover 
an; thedeceit thereof. Catholick religion hath for foun- 
Rcligion. dation all that,which may ſettle a fair,and generous 
-4ugujin. ſoul,as St. A»guſtine obſerved. 1Itthe Word of God 
ep. fun, ſhould hold & chief place,& ſerve as a Baſ's for this 


11; Obſtacle, Errovr, Part r. 


ble proofs, to cover their want of antiquiry,mifſion, 
ſucceſſion, miracles, ſanQiry, judgment, :nd reaſon, 
They ceaſe not to buz out every where a talſe pre- 
text of Scripture,which verily is the greate{t illuſion 
that ever was. For theſe wicked ones, feeing them- 
ſelves battered on every {ide,from the beginning of 
this Reformation, knew well in their conſciences, 
the Scripture was againſt them. Yet, noiwithſtand- 
ing (faid they, to mock at the ] aith of mankind, 


For a third Conſideration,examine well the foun- 10 and lead them into Atheiſm) we muſt avoid the 


great building of the Church, (as is moſt reaſonable) 
we inceſſantly challenge your Miniſters to ſhew us 
one onely Text expreſs, tormal, and irreproveable, 
contrary to the Articles of our Faith, For hitherto 


deciſions of a Power, NL lawfull , we muſt 
onely take colour from the Holy Text, we will 
make it ſay what we liſt ; we will maintain, nothin 

is to be believed, but what is written, and her which 
is written, we will diſguiſe with our Gloſſes, and 
Conſequences, to catch thoſe, who think they have 
ſome wit. Behold the onely means to colour our 
prerences! 

You then, who are endowed with ſufficient, and reaſons, 


they have produced nothing but ſemblances to de- 20 folid judgment, conſider a little how defcictull, which 


ceive inferiour judgments, being unable to make 
them good before underſtanding, and capable men, 

If a lawfull ſfacceſſion, and miſtion of Paſtours be 
required, which is abſolutely neceſſary for the eſta- 
biſhmenr of an Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchie, we ſhew, 
that from the Apoſtles hicherward, our Prelates, 
and Biſhops do all ſucceſsively tollow one another. 
If the authoriry of Councils be demanded, which are 
the ſinews,the mouths, and living Oracles of a true 


Religion, let them be looked on inthe revolution 30 


of ſo many Ages, and they will be found altoge- 
ther for us. 

w% If the Interpretations of Fathers, and DoRours 
(who were the lights of their Times, the inftruments 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and Secretaries of the Divinity) 
have any weight wich a ſoul well-compoſed, to eſta. 
biſhed a truth , then eſpecially, when they all with 
one accord, and conſent do ſpeak, they loudly con- 
demn the errour,and novel:{m of our Adverſaries. 


; : ' —_— ; ſhew the 
weak,and ruinous,this foundation is. Lirſ{t,it appears quit of 


the Devil, and all Hereticks of former Times have this foun- 

taken the ſame foundation,ever ſaying, the Scripture 750%. 

was on their ſides : which is moſt untrue, Notwith. Neyue enira 

ſtanding, bchold ro what pals all Rereticks came, oe 1g 

Muncey proved by <cripture he was the Prophet aum $::- 

David ;, George, a Diabolical man, that he was Ged , /1%7« tone 

Een, condemned by the Council of Rhemes, that he pn. copy 

was the true A: ſſias,even by the ſame Scripture, Avg»ſt. ad 
Secondly, the world having been two thouſsnd Cm 

years, and more, without Scripture, the firſt were 2:2. l 

written in Hebrew by abbreviation, with ſuch ambi- *» Reaſon. 

Suity, that every one, following his own opition, 

might frame a Bible to his own liking : yea, ſome- 

times ſuch diverſity was found in the Hebrew,Greek, 

Latine, ard Chaidaick letter, that where one read 

David,another read a Bywl ;, where ove the Liver, 

anocher a Pillew,where one beaxty another a ſavage 


Beaſt, where one the Ford another Life, where one 


If Miracles, which were wrought in the ghr of 40 read the Living, another the Dead. And you, who 


all mankind, with lo much approbation, thar they 
have evicted confeffion from the moſt incredulous, 
and reverence from the moſt ſtupid, weigh down the 
balance,ir is on our fide. If the ſtudy of perfetion, 
and holineſs of life be infallible marks of true Faith, 
you may as ſoon tell the Stars in the skie, as reckon 
up the number of holy Perſonages, who have 
flouriſhed through all Ages amongſt us, and who 
therein are daily noted with ſuch excellencies, that 


neither know Hebrew, Greek,, nor Latine,on whom 
will you relic ? 

Thirdly, vpon paſſages written in very expreſs 3+ Reaſon. 
terms, as, This my Brdy, the ſpirits of men have 
forged two hundred opinions quite different , what 
then will become of difficulties more thorny ? 7alian Julian 
Biſhop of Toledo wrote a Volumn Of apparent Con- dvnzcr 
tradiftions in Scripture , which in ſubſtance hath wve. 
none, but which notwithſtanding ſeem wany times 


living as Angels they ſpeak like true Oracles of the 50 to fay things direRly contrary ; ſuch obſcurity 


Divinity. Hnally, if we will give any credit to an- 

tient Monuments, the Marbles in Churches, and 

Tombs of our Anceſtours ſpeak for us. ' 
_ Behold verily the powerful, and invincible rea. 
ſome ad- ſons, which made Saint Azg»yſtine reſolve upon the 
vilehow Religion,which we profeſs. Many great confidera- 
to reſolve _. X , . 4 
on choiſe  £#035 ({aid he) with much reaſon keep me in the obed;- 
of Religi- exe of the Catho/ick.Church : T he conſent of People, 
_ and Nations hold me : The anthority of the ſame 


Auguſtin. 


there isin ſome paſſages. Whom ſhould we believe ? 

Do you not ſee this were a means to maintain eter- 

nal diviſions, if there were not Judges to decide dit- 
ferences in a Kingdom, but that every one ſhould , 
carry the cauſe according to the proportion of his 

loud crying, to make his Texts, and Allegations to 

be of force ? What would this come unto? And you 

would bring the like diſorder into the Church, 

Fourthly, in the antient Law the Bible was in the 4. Reaſon, 


Contra ep. Church, Which is riſcu up by Miracle, nowriſhed 60 Ark,and no man durft open ir,and turnir to reſolve 


_ with Hope, angmented by Charity, eſtabliſhed by its 


non crede- Antiquity : The ſucceſſion of Biſhops holds me there. 
Teelefi = ay which broinning inthe See, and Authority of Saint 
Cathulice PErer,to Whom God recommended the care of by flock,, 
commoveret 15 meintdined to this preſent time. Laſtly, the name 


a:ror'®%. "of C A T HOLI CK holds me init. He addeth, He 


Contra ; n Þ. 
ep. Mavic, World net believe the Goſpel it ſelf , if he were not con- 


w#nced by the authority ef the Church, 


Mott weak Ter vs now ſee, wherher you have better choiſe, 


{ounCatts 


Controverſies upon this rule, but did «© xpeR the de- 

ciſion thereof from rhe Prieſt's monih, who had a 

lawfull ſacceflion. The lips of the Prieſt are the ſtores uu 
houſes of knowledge, and from his month you ſhall ene 

quire the Law, ſaid the Prophet Mal-chy. 

Fifthly,the wiſeſt men in the world,after they had 5: Reaſone 
maturely thought upon it, ſound no other way to 
determine controyerſees, bur ro have recourſe to rhe 
decifion of a Head, Such is the opinion of St. Trene- 


on of the and more conſideration, then this worthy man, who 50 ws, St. Arg: ſrine, and St. Hierem, Vincention Liri- 
preren<e:5- jc one of the prime Wits of the World. Let us fee 
what your Miniſters oppoſe againſt fo many infalli- 


nenſis, and all others. 
<1xthly,it is the commandment of God : # hey any 
Cot 70» 


. 


Book 2. 


Ezech. 4+ controverſies ſhall be raiſed; my Prieft ſhall hold ſeſſi- 
24 oft juſt 095, 414 ſpall jr1dg. Yor of neceſlity we mult have 
proceed- an authority commanding, magitral, and deciſive. 

| For concluſion, Can one ſpeak any thing more 
juſt, then that, incaſe any place of Scripture hath 
obſcurities inir, it were to much better purpoſe to 
hear thereupon the deciſion of antient Fathers, diſ- 
intereſſed trom our controverſies, then to entorce 
our ſelves to paſs upon the judgment of a paſſionate 


ing. 
6. Keaſon, 
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II. Obſtacle. EFrrour. 


children, Virgins were guarded in their mothers 
arms, asa Temple of God, yet have they been dif- 
honoured, So may perſonages of eminent quality 
bave ſerved asan aim for their impiety, their pains 
have been ſport for them, and their deaths a ſpe&a- 
cle. What hair would nor ſtand an end with hor- 
rour, and what eye nor weep forth blood, when we 
ſpeak of theſe diſaſters, which your ſclves deteſt ? 
Nor can you ſufficiently wonder at the crueltie of 


Adverſary, without warrant, or authority. When 10 thoſe, who have taken the liberty of fuch barba- 


in the year 4 5 23. Hereſie began firſt in Fraxce, and 
that there was but one Miniſter, a wool-carder, 
called John Clark, in the Ciry of AMeanx, where 
ſhould we finde the interpretation of Scripture, in 
the mouth of this carder, or in a lawful Council ? 
Juds, behold what you go about : you may here- 
by fon how much this pretext of Scripture is malici- 
ous, ſhifting, and frivolous, 


7. Reaſon, J add, that they overthrow themſelves by thoſe 


rous outrages, and fo bloody Tregedies. 

I paſs over this diſcourſe, as over coals covered 
with aſhes, and, would willingly be filent, were ic 
not that, as it was fit to expoſe maſſacred bodies to 
view, thereby to cure the madneſs of the A7ilefran 
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Maids, fo muſt ] diſcover ſome bloody effects in the 


pretended Religion, to raiſe a horrour againſt it in 
2s ſouls. Why alſo have you in this time renewed 
o many wounds, which were not well cloſed, and 


ways, wherewith they ſeek to eſtabliſh themſelves. 20 for want of a little obedience, fo lawfully due to the 


For, if we ought not to believe any thing, but that, 
which is written, in wha: place of cheir Bible will 
they finde, that twenty thouſand pg muſt be 
taken out of ours? In what place will they ſhew us 
the Books of the Aacchabees arenot Cadonical ? 
In what place, that $zday mult be kept holy, and 
not Saturday? In what place, that vows muſt be 
broken ? In whart place,that Feſzs Chriſt is eaten by 
the mouth of faith > And ſo many other places, 


moſt juſt Prince of the world, do you make a Civil 
war to exhauſt France of gold,and blood, after ſuch 
expenſe, and ſo many blood-lertings ? 

if theſe ats ſeem ſo baſe, and inhurrane to you, 
why abhor you not the SeR, which produced them ? 
If God curſe him, who is the cauſe of ſcandals: were 
it not fit, if you have ſome belief eſtranged from 
common ſenſe, rather a thouſand times to ſtifle it 
inthe bottom of your conſcience, then to divulge ir 


which make us ſufficiently underftand, they ruin 30 with theſe diſturbances, diviſions, and ſpoil of a 


themſelves by their own hands. 
4 Pointe, Finally, for the fourth conſideration , take the 
Marh.7. Maxim from the Son of God , To judg well of a 
ſe&, you muſt judg by the fruits, and the effects, 
Whar iruits, and what effeRs have we ſeen to come 
Effefts of from this pretended Religion? The fear of God 
Herelie. {\\fled in the hearts of men by a preſumption of their 
ſalvation, Chriſtian diſcipline oppreſſed by liberty, 
Chaſtity rroden under foot by unbridled luxury, 


Country, which you ſhould love as men, and ho. 
nour as true Children ? Were there ſome ſtainin 
the houſe of our Mother (which never was) muſt 
you therefore call her Whore, drag her along 
by the hair, and carry fire to burn her houſe, in 
ſtead of providing water to quench the flames ? Is it 
not better to become patient, to ſweeten the acer.. 
biries of times, ſpare wounds on ulcered bodies, or 
at leaſt to be ſatisfied with Hlence,in a matter ,where 


the ſtandard of rebelhion advanced againſt the ſacred 49 you can pretend no right of correction ? 


perſons of Kings, a million of French expoſed to 

Monſiewr de yon thouſand Church-veſtiaries pillaged, 

Safe: i* five hundred Churches demoliſhed, Fraxce ſo many 

of Saccaze, TIMES given over asa prey to ſtrangers, corrupti- 
ons {0 {trange, defolations fo dreadful, a&s ſo bar- 
barous, that they make the hair ſtand an end onthe 
heads of all good men, which have never fo little 
underſtanding, A ſtyle of fire were needful,or a pen 
of * damant iteeped in blood to expreſs them. 


Ah poor France! France the Paradiſe of the earth, 50 Church. 


Eye of the world, Pearl of all beauties | How ma. 
ny times by the mears of this Kereſte haſt thou ſeen 
thy boſom, heretofore crowned with ears of Corn, 
and gilded with Harveſts , all briſtled with Patrali- 
ons? How many times haſt thou ſeen the land co- 
vered with blades, and the ſea with ſhips? How 
many times haſt thou felt the arms of thy children 
to encounter in thy proper entrails? How many 
times halt thou ſeen flames of brother's hoſtiliry fl 


W hat was that ſo exorbitanr, which che Church 
commanded, for which you ſeparated your ſelves, 
and took arms to defend the wranglings of our 
Apoſtates, made- afterward your Apoſtles? Whar 
Maxims have we ſo rough; ard unreaſonable, that 
they muſt be taken away with the ſword, there to 
plant Reformation ? Conſider alittle the notable 
corrections, and admirable policies, which Arch- 


Maxims of 


Hereticks have invented to introduce them into the the catto- 


Maxims of the chief Se&arics, of which ſome have 
afterward affrighted you, and you have diſavow- 
ed them, as you daily do by others, God making 
you plainly ſee in the inconſtancy, and great di- 
verſitie of your Doctrine, the little confidence you 
ſhould put therein. 

The Catholick Church teacheth, that God weld 
have all the world ſaved, as the Apoſtle hath expreſ- 
ſed in the Epiſtle to Timethie , that he defireth 


through thy fat,and fruitful fields ? When haſt thou 60 good, of which he is the ſource, and that he commus« 


 notſweat in all the parts of thy body ? When haye 
nor rivers of blood been. drawn from thy veins? 
but ſuch blood as was able to cetvent together huge 
Bulwarks for the defence of our Country, or to 
ſerve for ſeed for Flower-de-lyces , to make them 
grow, and be advanced in the plains of Paleſtine, 
and they have been ſacrificed ro Furies. 
Inhtiocency ſeemed to afford Infants ſhelter from 
the tempeſt, yer the ſword of Hereſie found a paſ- 


nicates himſelf to all his children, 

The Pretexded ſay, that God abſolutely deſires 
evil, yea doch it willingly, predeſtinating men with- 
out any regard , ſome to life, others to eternal da- 
mnation:2s if a father, who had daughters,ſhould cut 
the throat of one moſt innocent, and marry the 0» 
ther wealthily, having no reaſon for it, bur his will, 
which is moſt execrable impiety pronounced by the 
authour of this Se& inthe book of his Inſt irzrions, 


fage into their tender bodies. Age rendred old men qo and Chapter 21. where = ſaith: Aſen are not all 


venerable, yet would nopardon be granted to their 
gray hairs, moiſtened with the maſſacre of their 


created to the like condition, but that life eternal 1s pre- 
ordained for ſome, and eternal damnation for _ 
The 


1 will here with all ſincerity recite the bs nd 
e - 
tendeds 


I Tim, 2.4» 


II, Obſtacle. Errour, Part 1, 


ſufficiently, after expreſs paſſages of £cripture, the 
deciſion of fourty C ourcels, the teſtimony ot five 
hundred Authours, antient, greve, ard{'rcere.Ad- 
ding from the authority ot the moſt illuſtrious 
Councel of Vice, that it is the unbloody Sacrifice 
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The Catholick Church ſpeaks of our Saviour, 
Calvin, in with moſt protound, and religious reverence, The 
—_— Authour of the Pretended makes him interiour to 
Tnftiwr.ub. his Father, calling him T he ſecond King after God, 


2. cap. 16+ and attributing ignorance to him, deſpair on the 


Croſs, and the pains of the damned:which are things 
moſt horrible. - The C atholick, Church holdeth, Ze. 
ſs Chriſt is the onely and fole Mediatour of Re. 
demption, and that there is no other name, either in 
heaven, or earth, in Which, and by Which we can be 
ſaved, and for that cauſe ſhe honours it all ſhe can, 
extending,and multiplying the fruits of honour,and 
praiſe, not onely in his own perſon, bur in his dear 
friends alſo, which are the bleſſed Yirgiz, and the 
Saints, whom we pray unto,as the fruits of bisCroſs, 
[and take them for  Mediatours Of Interceſſion, 
grounded therein on the word of God, which com- 
. mandeth the friends of 7b to take him for inter- 
ceſſour, though he were in this tranſitory life , and 


preſented for the expiation of the ſins of the world. 
The Pretended will place inſtead of it Chimeras, i- 
maginary figments, ceſsation of Sacrifices, and abo- 
minable deſolation. 


iO The (athdick Church publiſheth Confeſſion, 


and remiſſion of ſins by the miniſtery of Prieſts, as 


the Son of God did inſtitute it in St. Johy, The 7» t6- 


Pretended, ſhaking off ſo wholſome a yoak, hath 
made himſelf a way to liberty, and diſſolution, 

The Catholick, Church acknowledgeth a viſible 
Head on earth, eſtabliſhed by the expreſs word of 


Zeſms Chriſt in St. Matthew, averred by all the ho» ,,,,. 5, 


ly Lathers, confeſſed by the continuation of a laws 
full ſucceſſion in the revolution of ſo many Ages. 


not at all doubting, if the ſoul of the evil rich man 20 The Pretended ſeek to bring into the houſe of God 


prayed unto Abraham out of Hell, but we on earth 
may be permitted to call to our aid ſouls ſo faithful, 
ſo much honoured by God , and whoſe praiſes he 
reckons his own greatneſs, 

We likewiſe reverence holy 7mages, ſince it is an 
antient cuſtom in the Church : the marks whereof 
we yet behold in Tertultian, who might have con- 
verſed with the Diſciples of the Apoſtles. The Pre- 
tended quite contrary, feigning they honour Saints, 


an Anarchy of the children of Belial. 

The Catholick Church is the bright Star of 
truths, The Pretended is a furious Comet, which 
throws diſorder ,. and poyſon into all the parts of 
the world. 

To ſay truly, ſhould an Angel have ſpoken to it, 
yea, could it create a golden Age, never might this 
deſigne. be accompliſhed by ways ſo furious, and 
turbulent. ' But having coſt France ſo much gold, 


as one would Socrates, Or Phecion, perpetually mock 30 and blood, what hath it done, bur that, which is 


thereat, break down their Images, call them by the 
name of 7aols, and falſe Goas. 

The C atholick Church holdeth man bath Free- 
wil, ſupported in this Article upon ſo many Paſſa- 
* gesof —_— The Pretended deſpoil man of all 

hiberty, which is to deſtroy the worth of -his condi- 
tions , and to deprive him of the beſt part of his 
eſſere, 

Ihe Catholick Church holdeth the blood of our 
Saviour is a treaſure infinite, and very able to purge 
away all maner of evil, and to merit all good , bur 
that itis applyed to us by works of Sati:fattion, and 


mentioned by the excellent Pen of Cardinal Berale 
in the Preface Of the Greatneſs of Jelus : A Charch 
withont Apoſtles, Apoſtles withont miſsion,  Paſtonrs 


without ſheep, ſneep : without Shepherds, Faithful 


without Churches, Chriſtians Without Baptiſm, Pro- 


phets without Miracles,T emples without Altars, Al- 


tars without $acrifices,a Religion without Ceremonies, 
a Law withsut obedience, a Faith Without works, and 
a Charity Without effeits. 

Behold excellent pieces,and well worthy of a Re- 
formed Church ! | 

In thename of God, weigh at leaſure theſe con- 


ſiderations, which would deſerve a whole YVolumn, H«mamm 
, 7 free erravre, 


and ſince you are convinced by reaſon, kick no lon-"p,.toliewn 
Ser againſt the prick, go no more about to forge per avime- 
difficulries,nor ſay how ſhall I put thisin execution? 9x; preach 
What means have I to doit ? What will ſuch, and «1c. Au- 
> . , aft. Serme 
ſuch fay ? What will our whole fide ſay in genera] ? 89% 2 


Muſt I confeſs 1 have erred ? And a thouſand other Aayog. 
5o thoughts, which are true illuſions. You ſhall no 


Merit, and purgative pains, in thoſe, who ſtand in 
need of it, as a Medicine, which profiteth the ſick 
man, by the co- operation he bringeth. The Pre- 
tended teacheth, Good Works are not neceſlary to 
{alvation, but onely Faith juſtifies : which is to open 
a Sate to the corruption of. good maners, and to all 
kind of liberty. 

The Cathelick Church believes a Pargatory for 


ſouls, which going our of the body are not yet puri- 
fied, grounded therein on nineteen, or twenty Paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, all underſtood by the antient Fa- 
thers according to our belief, The Pretended,having 
diſturbed the aſhes of the dead, deprive them of the 
aſſiſtance, and prayers of the living, contrary to di- 
vine, and humane Laws, and the manifeſt praRtice 
of all Antiquity. 

The Cathalick Church makes a Sacrament of 


ſooner ſer your foot in the Roman Catholick Church 
with ſo many men of nore, lately converted, bur all 
theſe fantaſies will vaniſh, you ſhall live in peace of 
conſcience, and ſhall receive before God glory 
immortal. 

O ! That we might quickly ſee that great day, 
wherein France may no longer ſpeak but with one 
rongue, wherein the names of Lutherans, and Cal- 
viniſts may be baniſhed out of the memories of men, 


Marriage according to $, Paal,and the interpretati- gg wherein all Frexch-men,re-united under one faith, 


on of moſt eminent Fathers of the Church.The Pre- 
tended make their Marriages like thoſe of Barba- 
YIANS. 

The Cethilick, Church holdeth the reality of t he 
Body of CH r1 s T inthe Sacrament of the A/- 
tar, and believe, that under the Sacramental ſpecies, 
which are ſenſible, and corruptible,our Saviour ſub- 
ſiſterh with a glorious body, which is called by St. 
Pa:l a ſpiritual body, becauſe it is dignified with 


one Law, one Head, one Church, may eternally 
bleſs the name of eſ#4. What joy | What com- 
fort ! What embracements of both fides! What 
conſolation for ſo much aMiRed kindred, which 
waſte themſelves with grief, and ſorrow for theſe 
poor ſtragglers!What ſatisfaction for the ſacred per. 
ſon of the King ! What honour for Fraxce ! What 
peace -for the Church ! What edification for all 
the world ! What triumphs for heaven ! What bleſ- 


qualities, ard conditions of ſpirit, though it looſe .,, ſings of Gog will tall upon their heads, who ſhall 


, not the eflence of a body. She adorerh therein with 
ail humility that, which ſhe cannot comprehend 


give example-of this re-union, and ſhaliconſent ro 
the peace, fafety, and honour of this Monarchy : 
yg The 


Book 2. 


The third Ons TACLE, 
To live by Opinion, 
He tree of the Knowledg of Good and Evil 
_ s © doth alſo yeild fruits, which coſt us very dear : 
leth us. welabour here with roo much application of wit, 
which goeth up, and down, ſearching, and prying 
into al the objeRs of the world, often forſakin 
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Seneca hath well obſerved, and touched the true Seneca de 
. . TE . eata vita, 
ſource of the corruption, which at this day reign- gginion 
eth upon the earth, ze live not according to reaſon, the ſource 
but by relation to the life of an other, and from thence cr” 
cometh, that we fall one upon another by heaps, as blind Non ad rati- 
men into a ditch. onem,ſed ad 


To take away this confuſion, I produce onely”, _ 


nem viui- 


three conſiderations, which are very reſting, ahd mus: md? 
pregnant, The firſt, thir this life, which is fo lead ** 7" 


——— _—_= . + "i Coacervatio 
S. Thom. 1. the better for the worſe, St. Thomas moſt judici- 10 by opinion,s very ridiculous. The ſecond, that it is atiorwm f7- 


>. Qzits. "ty obſerverh, that there is much diffefence, be- 
rween the natural appetite, the ſenſual, and the in- 
Intelleu- telletual, The natural aymeth always at things, 
mgeeit* which are really good for her, and proportionable, 
the ſenſual is ſcattered, the intelletual much more, 
to deſire evil plaiſtered over with the ſemblance of 
good. The plant defireth moyſture, with which it 
1s nouriſhed, and will never take a ſtone for the 
dew. Man having too much wit, and ſenſe, not 
contenting himſelt with things,that really are good, 
and truly conſonant to this nature, forgeth others 
in his Idza, which are good in appearance, and evil 
Apparence. jn ſubſtance, Notwithſtanding, apparence taketh 
upon her, when ſhe hath ſeduced the ſenſe, and con- 
quered the imagination, to dive even into the Cabi» 
net of thePrince, which is the underſtanding, and 
putting falſe ſpe&acles upon his eyes, to make him 
believerhat black is white, glaſs is diamond,and dark- 
neſs light. It is neceſſary, that the will ſhould dance 


baſe, and ſervile. The third,that it boweth under a earn ac 
cruel tyranny,from whence it may with alittle cou- againt 
rage diſfinfranchize it ſelf. And firſt I demand, if the life of 
it be agreeable to a noble, and generous heart, Pw" 
to forlake the gravity incident to his nature , 

and to embrace idle toys, and fopperies? No man 

will cofifent hereunto, but he x £8 will betray his 

reaſon, Now ſo it is, that all theopinions, which at 

this day intoxicate the world, are not builded but 


20 upon the flying ſand, upon the giddie humours of 


windy brains, y go the paſſions, and affetions of 
a debauched, and corrupted multitude. Where the 

ſheep feedeth that goeth before, they which follow 

muſt graze though they die forit. Every one at- (1.74; 
tendeth his companion, as the wiſeſt, and he that Hi. :. 
venteth folly with the greateſt confidence is the 27m 
beſt welcome. What Moriſters, what prodigious mags quem 
fantaſies of ſcattered and uncolleRed ſpirits, have 4. 1% 


f , - alins anmm 
not been received for laudable ations, being ,,.s pro- 


to this tune, and purſue the good, which is repreſen, 30 favoured and authorized by opinion ? It is a thing rorem 


ted unto her by the underſtanding, be it true, or 
falſe, from hence, there glide into the condition of 
Semblan- humane life a thouſand extravagant illuſions, Ir is 
ces rhe of Even at this day, that truth bath loſt her garment, 
opinion, falſhood is cloathed with it; and opinion in this 
and lying: Court-like habit hath really and aRually produced 
little monſters, but ſuch as yet holding, and retain. 
ing the malice of their biker, and levity of their 
mother, attire themſelves with certain veils, which 


ridiculous, and almoſt incredible, to ſee the Chime. 44% 
rical conceits, that it hath perſwaded, making them giddyne's 
ro be taken not by a particular man, or one Pe fg- ® opinion. 
mily, but by a whole and entire Nation for Maxims 


of wiſdome. = 
The Moſſins, a people, performed all the ations 4» 


* i 4 Y S. Argon, 
of moſt ſecrecy in'publick, yea even thoſe, which are yer. 138; 
ordained for the neceſſities of nature, ard treated 


the affairs of the Common-wealth in their houſes, 


make them ſeern beautiful , they fly up, and down 49 conſtantly believing it was very requiſite foto do, 


like little C-piar, they make a trade of deceiving, 
and praQiſe with ſo much ſubtilty,that they enſnare 
The world Even the wiſeſt. Behold our unhappineſs ; we are 
or rhe inthis world, as in the 1ſland of dreams, whereof 
Fees Hi, Lucian ſpeaketh, We dream broad-waking, and 
lib... fuch dreams, which are by ſo much the more peril- 
Gus, by how much we the leſs look into the dan- 
ger. A man, who hath dreamed all the night, as 
ſoonas he beginneth to open his eye-lids, mock» 


The Tibarexes, as ſoon as their wives were deli. 
vered, bound up their heads with a kercheff, lay /*”” 
down on their bed, and made themſelves to be 
attended like the childe-bed woman. The poor 
women in the meantime were up, and about the 
houſe, endeayouring to make ready Baths for their 
husbands, and to drefs, and ſeaſon their viands, to 
rend, and cheriſh them, as if they had born all the 
pain of feminine travel. Could you have any 


eth at his owne fantaſies , and faith, they were 50 thing more ridiculous ? And yet opinion made it 


dreams: wedream all the days of our life,and ſay, 
they are verities, We run after theſe falſe imagi. 
nations, as children after Butterflies, When the 
Sreat night of our death draweth near, we begin to 
diſcharge our ſelves from this waking ſleep, -and 
from this ſleeping vigil, we find we have death at 
hand, And as for the Butterflies, which we ſo ea- 
Serly followed, after we have broken our heads, 
and ſhins in- their purſuit, we. neither have their 
legs, nor win 
vreateſt impediments of perfeRtion. 

Alas Noble Spirit ! Thou wouldeſt be truly No- 
ble, if thou couldeſt ſhake off this golden yoak, the 
Opinion whereof hath ſo ſurcharged thee, conſe- 
crating thy bondage thereunto by a pretious impo- 
{ture. But who will do it > Had not he antiently a 
notable ſubje& hereon, who ſayd, when he conſfide- 


M ercuv. 
Triſmeg. 
Souls in 
the rorrent 


of opinions Ted the eſtate of the world, the ſouls of men ſeemed, 


to him to be all thrown headlong from the Palace 


appear very reaſonable. There are ſuch ro be 
found , 4M place all their honour, and glory in 
drinking hard, and eating freely : ro calla mana 
robber, a thief, an adulterer, were in this Country 
nothing, to fay that ſuch an one were not a great 
| yaa nor a great Urinker, would be to do 

im an unpardonable injurie. Others placed all the _;,,,...;. 
excellency, and dignity of manin carrying a huge £p/:Poli- 
logof wood a great diſtance, and by this tryal choſe **: 


in our hands. Behold one of the 60 their Kings, The greateſt Barthen-carriers, and 


Porters were their great Lords. Others did kill and 
eat their aged Parents for 4 ceremomnie of Religion, 
And opinion made this good. What alſo do not 
thoſe people of T»dia, and other parts diſcovered 
in our daies ? Somechink it is honourable to turn 
their back to ſalute ene. Others thruſt their finger 
to the earth, and aſter lift it to heaven, ro do reve- 


rence, Others gather up the ſpirtle of their Prince ——————— 


and ſpeak ro bm through a hollow trunk, Others 


of verity into the torrent of opinion, all of them + offer to ther Gods their old ſhoos in ſacrifice. A 
man wojd wap when he heareth ſpecch of it, 
t the proudeſt Monarchs of the 

World 


tumbled in the throng into the mercy of the waves, 
and few were to be found, that would bravely ſertle 
themſelves to row againſt the ſtream, 


and yerwe fee t 
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world, who ſuppoſed they had ſhut up all wiſdom 
in their Laws, and _uſtoms, trampled virtue under 
their feet, and placed Dragons, Bats, and Quartan- 
Agues on their Altars. Behold what Opinion can 
do. Theſe follies, you will ſay, are not now in pra- 
ice. He,that would well examine all the fantallick 
humours of apparel, all the giddy conceits of ſports, 
. and paſtimes, the folly of complements (which at 
this time reign among|t men) ſhould find things as 
ridiculous, as theſe 1 as it were toadore an humble, 
poor, crucified God, and yet to be mad after great- 
neſs, riches,and curioſities. To believe,that one per- 
pong l:veth under the eyes of God, yet to be- 
ave himſelf like a wild Colt at his own fantaſie,nei- 
ther knowing God, nor man. To expe a judg- 
ment, and to live in continual injuſtice, To know, 
that we muſt return naked to the earth, and yet to 
deſpoyl the whole world to cloath our ſelves. To 
baild, :s if one ſhould always live , cat, and drink, as 


x 


Part 1, 

Rice, that he inſtantly may obey a vain opinion of = 
the world. Ir is ſaid, the Abderites, after they had (ers. 
beheld the Tragedy of Andromeda,and Meduſa, be- zo. cop.q. 
came all frantick,cven from the leaſt to the biggelt, 

and ceaſed not to ling, toclap their hands, to cry, 


to whiſtle through the ſtreets, and to have no dif. 
courſe, nor thought of any thing, but M/cda/a,and 
Andromeda, If then you had entered into their 


» City, you had played the fool tor fear to be deſpiſed 
1 © by tools, Is not this an intolerable weakneſs of ſpi. 


rit ina well. compoſed foul,to have good lights,and 
knowledges of Almighty God, which inceſſantly 
beat upon our underſtanding, and yet to play the 
fool,and to comp'y with another's humours ? 

For the third Reaſon I ſay, this belief, which is 3- Reaſon. 
given to opinion, paſſeth into a wicked,and ſcanda-. of opin?. 
lous tyranny over Chriſtians : for by the force of oo. 
cheriſhing.and fomenting theſe maxims inthe heart 
of the world,they are transterred into Nature, Vi- 


if we ſhould never die ; ſome men to trace up and 20 Ces are not contented to be vices, but by this tyran- 


down the ſtreets with a plume of Feathers on their 
head, and Fetters on their heels , Women,to beſtow 
a fourth part of their life-time in dreſſing, and be. 
ſmearing chemſelves, to make themſelves groſs on 
one (ide, and little on another, to raiſe Turrers on 
their heads, to put Shackles on their heels, to be 
tranſported with ſo much follicitude about a Ruff, 
as if they had a Venetian Common-wealth to man- 
age : Others to confound with courteſie, whom 


nical law of opinion formed in the Ideas, and lives 
of Perſons of quality, they make themſelves to be 
adored under the colour of Virtue, 

Cardinal Zacques de Fitry relateth, that a Coun. A pretty 
try-fellow carrying one day a young ſucking Pig to ®errati- 
the Market, certain pleaſant Wits, who had agreed dinal mh 
upon this ſport, every one of them ſeverally encoun- 9%: 4 Vi- 
tering him in divers croſs ways of the ſtreets, and” 
asking him what was his purpoſe to carry a Dog td 


they would gladly eat with Salt : Others to kill 3o the Marker, did ſo intoxicate his brain, that beaten 


one another about the interpretation of a word 
and a thouſand ſuch like ings, which areindeed 
moſt impertinent. Notwithſtanding opinion dif- 
% guiſerh them, opinion beſotreth chem, and opinion 
giverh credit to #!l this. Do you then think it a mat- 
ter worthy of your generoſity,to ſerve follies under 
the ſhadow, d wa fools approve 'them ? 
Do you not behold for the ſecond Reaſon, that 
you, being free of condition, and not having the 


out, blow after blow, with fuch like Interrogations, 
he abſolutely perſwaded himſelf that to be true, 
which he firſt ſuppoſed was begun for ſport,and caſt 
bis Pig wich ſhame upon phe pavement,and thinking 
ita true Dog, gave the other opportunity to gain 
by this ſleighr. 

Behold what the tyranny of opinions re-doubled 
one upon another can do, They made chis poor man 
believe, that his Pig was a Dog, although his ſenſes 


power to diſgeſt ſome reaſonable ſervice, you not- 40 ſuggeſted the contrary, And I leave you to think 


withſtanding undergo the baſeſt ſervitude, that may 
be imagined ? A young Lacedemonian, whom for. 
tune had madea ſlave, rather choſe death, then to 
carry a Chamber- pot to his Vaſter, ſaying, it was 
unworthy of his condition , and yet opinion maketh 
us to bear a Fool's Bable, opinion maketh us carry, 
not in our hands, bur in the prime piece of man, S 


. bead, a fink of old dotages, amaſſed together by 


lighr, idle, fantaſtick ſpirirs, and afterward confirm- , 


what this torrent of rhe falſe Maxims of the world 
doth nor, falling with unreſ ſtable fury upon a dul,8 
half-dead faith. It weakeneth all that, which is Chri- 
ftian in a ſoul,and planteth a wicked 1dol of humane 
reſpe&s, which cauſcrh,that all ations are meaſured 
by che Rule of vulgar opinions. And if there be yet 
any reliques of a good conſcience, this tyrant ſmo. 
thereth them, as a Pharaoh, and wholly perverting 
the nature of things, giveth boldneſs to ſin, and 


e1 by laws, by the tyranny of cuſtom. What ſhall 5o ſhame of well-doing to virtue, Behold a mean to 


we call ſlavery, if this be none ? 


& T call your conſciences to witneſs, if you ſome- 
faying,” times ſhall begin to breath in a more free air, and 


l;b. 6. De 
Cruitate 


Dei, Cc. 10. 


$1 cu in- 


ſee the tright day of the children of God, you in 
your ſelves will blame all theſe inventions of the 
worldly life, which enforce you to feel tormenting 


rweri vacer Tacks in your attires, in your recreations, in the 


co complements of converſation. O.! how oftenare 
pariunrwr, Verihed thoſe <ayings of the ſage Reman, inſerted 


anvenient 


drench all mankind in the gulph of confuſon, Is not 
this then abominable? If theſe conſiderations of the 
folly, ſervitude, and tyranny of this life (which are 
ſpun according to the Web of the opinions of the 
world) cannot ſerve for an Antidote for our ill, at 
the leaſt think the day will come, when truth ſhall 
take place, and vice vaniſh into ſmoak. It will hap- 
pen unto you,as to Tigers, for whom Hunters,when 
they have taken away their Whelps, affix Looking. 


w—__ Augeſtine in the ſixth Book of the City of 60 glaſſes in the ways to amuſe the ſavage Beaſts,and in 


cora bone. God: Whew you fhall come to conſider all the train 
ftntam in- of ceremonies, and bypurifies of Court, you Will find 
41gna libe h . 4 - hh . 

mm a 1m ill agreving with bmeft minds, unworthy of free 
fimita ſa. men,and not different from feels , and in effeit you will 
ns, ute: confeſs, that mo creature ſhuld dor bt to term them 
wo dulita- S. , , 
mrs fuerit Follies. if the number of ſets were leſs : the beſt weil 
furere cr. they have, 1s the mr-ltitrede of fols, Do you not be» 
jc #4 hold a goodly pretext? as if Noles were the leſs 


cronbus fu 


rene blind; becauſe they hayecompanionsin their dark- 


Irecmmm 


the mean time they ſave their own lives by the help 
of flight. The Tigers forthwith moſt affeQionately j1ugons 
ſtay, thinking they ſhall draw. their little captives of Tigers: 
from the refle&ion of this mirrour, and ſet them at 
{iberty , in the end they ftrike it till it is broken, 
loſing together both their young ones, and the in- 
{trument of their deception. 

Theſe opinions, which you now adore, theſe 
dreams,theſe fantaſies, which you behold in the ſpe- 


ſamatis 4% refs, Behold a point of ſervitude Poiagus un- 70 cious glaſſes of the world,ſhall be loſt at the hour of 


et ini. Wortby of a noble ſpirit, to ſay, that,ote condemn- 


IT: eth in his. conſcience an a&,wbich he putteh in pra- 
4. i ' 


"vereign Ju 


death, and you muſt render an accompt to the So- 
"57 for thac you have againſt his laws 
erected 


hs" 
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erected that Idol of worldly reſpets, and always labyrinths, ſurcharged with Quick-biyer , and 

made Heaven bow under the will of the earth. Whac changeable atomes , ſpirits, which perpetually are 

are you to do ? Of neceſſity to caſt away the opini. upon turbulencies, gnawn witha certain itch of no= 

ons of the world contrary to the Doctrine of 7eſuws veliſm, diſtaſted with whatis palt, and always per- 

Chriſt. You ſay, itis impoſlible to live in the world plexed with what is to come, . they hear all che mi- 
without purſuing the ways of the world, and ac- nutes ſtrike, but the hour of repoſe they know nor, 
commodating one's felf to the doErine thereof, The cauſes of this exorbitancy are manifeſt, and the 
Forſake it then, breakKyour fetters,enfranchize your conſideration is profitable, that remedy may theres 

ſelf, when you no longer hope in it, you ſhall n unto be ſought, To ſome it happeneth by a certain 

more be in danger to fear it. What would it avail 1 natural levity of a ſpirit, ever gliding, and jumping 

you to have in your life the whole world for an in- upon all ſorts of objects;asa Butter-flie among flow- 
heritance, and after deach Hell for a priſon 2 Why ers. To others by a certain facility, which they have S---. De 
are you daily bandling your fore, making it itch by to take diſtaſt upon the ſudden againſt all things, 579" 
your tenderneſs ? You need bur one blaſt of wind, yea, even the moſt delighttull. To others by a cer. 1ib. :, Gu- 
one ſtroke of theair,to pur your ſelt into the aſſured tein greedineſs, which maketh them ever to have —_— 
haven of the liberty of the children of God, things preſent in ſcorn,and things to come in eſteem, 11uma:s 
hey reſemble the Dog in the } able,they no ſooner ems wi 
have the ſubſtance, bur forſaking it they reach at the 7,75. 


ſemper velle 


The fourth} OBr5TAaCLE. 


Inconſlancy of Man: rs, ſhadow, and afterward paſſionately ſeck what they 9+« 4: 
: 20 Gid forego, To others by a certain curioſity,and im- 
——— "a Ercury Triſmegiſtus faid, that the ſeed of patience of too much repoſe. They do,as thoſe,who, 
Serm. 4. Heaven wzs Immortality,and the fred ofthe having no great defire to ſleep,caſt themielves upon 


earth was Inconitancy. All here below is filled with a Bed of caſe, turning from one ſide to another, un- 
this grain, in every place it produceth its effe&s, till they found fleep by their own wearineſs, To 
but principally in man , be bach more in hishearc, others by a diſtemper of Pailions commixed tOge- 
then all the reſt of the world, it is che true Image ther, which ſharply bite them like vermin. To 
Arigon. of inſtability, as Ariſtetle affirmeth. And very well others by certain timerous appetites, in ſuch ſort, 
wrz77% jt is ſaid, that Inconitancy, exiled for ever from the that they dare not do all they deſire, and cannot ob- 
oC &- Palace of eternity, came upon the earth as ro the tain all they dare wiſh for , this ever holdeth them 


-.-- real place of her inheritance, and would needs there 30 with a throat open for -prey, which by its flight 
vane on. Cauſe her (elf to be painted. it was plainly rold her, leaverh them nothing but a meer illuſion. To others 
cy there was no Pencil fo bold, which durſt undertake by a certain mouldineſs of a dull ſpirit, which cannot 


this work, becauſe ſhe was ſometimes great, fome- @dis-involve their thoughts, nor fairly accommodate 
times little, ſometimes groſs, ſometimes ſlender, their purpoſe to eſtabliſh them in any kind of acon. 
ſometimes freight, ſomerimes crooked, ſomerimes fidenrlife, They reſemble thar little Bird of the Sea, £15. 
white, ſometimes black , finally, ever unſettled,and called Cinclas, which during his whole life (as it is $14. © 
uncapable of ſtay in any place , that notwithftand- faid) uſeth no endeavour to build his own neſt, but xjr.aG- 
ing ſhe might addreſs her ſelf unto Time, for he goeth ever wandering up and down, if other for 
was a notable work-man, who intermeddled in all pure pity do not contribute of theirs. All this in« 
+ things. Time, after he had well eyed, and, obſerved o conſtancy of life is an efſenrial obſtacle,which torally 
this inconſtancy, reſolved to paint her, and,at that hindereth the progreſs of perfeRion, the reaſons 
ſeaſon tinding no Table better primed for his pur. whereof are moſt evident. 
poſe, he painted it on man. The firſt is, that onecan execute nothing in mat- ary Pe 
It is a coodl y invention, which bringeth to us an * ter of virtue,if he have not an aim,and purpoſe well hah 
nndoubted veriry,marked,and deſigned out,as with rectified: otherwiſe it is not to live, but to fright 
Jo "— a pen of Adamant, by holy 7:b, when he ſpeaketh Crows, and Pies with fancy. Now fo it is, that all 
exredizr, Of man in theſe expreſs rerms : The flower, which thoſe, who dance this jig of Inconſtancy, have nei- 
& con, ſoutteth xp his date in the courſe of cn? morning, and ther bur,nor ſcope of aſſurance; they perpetually are 
velur wn EVOHINg, If it be mit hail-ſtracken at midday, the ſha- tranſported where the ſtorm carrieth them, they are 
bra, me gow Which ever flicth from the hand that would g -afp 50 always ſtrangers in their own Countries, and gueſts 
dem jars Tt and all which you may imagine to be trauſitory,rs uz» *1n their proper bouſes , you would fay they had bur 
permanct. thing in compariſon of the incenſtancy of man. ['hilip, one ſole motion, one ſole aQtionin this itte, which is 
a good Authour, who flouriſhed about the time of ro turn topſie-turvie all things, and todo nothing , 
St. Hierom, and hath writtena Commentary upon and if they do good,it is when they leaft think of it, 
7ob, ſearching our the cauſes of the inſtabiliry of and oftentimes they find they muſt leave to live, be- 
Ani Man's heart, hath theſe remarkable words : © In- fore they have once thought why they were born, 
moons : conſtancy is a chaſtiſement of ſin, The ſpirit of SET homas (aith : T he property of a reaſcnable NAtAre g. Troms: 
ciem potkit, IMO W ould nor reſt it fel? with firm footing upon #5 to work, for an end, otherwiſe it is a brutiſh attion. Fygn 
jam non p3- *© the foundation of contentments, which God pre- And although the ends ſeem greatly different, and {"* *.:, 
tef .6f ** ſented to it in the ſtate of grace,and therefore the 60 ſcattered in the univerſality of creatures, notwith- mr,queren- 
mu ad Ec C . F, . . , A 17 - es negortd 
{ed ſemper ©* Sovereign Judg, for puniſhment, ſuffereth him co ſtanding they are all recollected in God, as beams in © "5 
ie ** S0 continually floating, as in a tempeſtuous Sea of the Sun, the center-light. *Tis thar, at which nes prope) 


oſuernnt 
wt quiccss © Moughts, without either (finding bottom, or ſhore. ceſſarily-we muſt aim,ro find the Temple of Repoſe. 42% 
atinem © Heis ever turmoiled with new defres,and diſtur- 


Quick-Silver creeperh up and down, and trembleth, 

OR * © bances. If he be employed, be wiſherh repoſe:aand untill it hath tound Gold, wich which it may com- 
quiczem, * if he hath never fo lictle repoſe, he is vexed, and mix: in like manner the heart of man boundeth, 
Pla, in ©* requireth buſineſs. And although all men reſent and skippeth here, and there in us own diltur- 

is the effects of this inconſtancy, yet ſhe, notwith- bances. There is nought, but jumps, and fallies, bur 
——  ftanding, often-times Rn. {way in the Palaces ebs, and flouds, but accefles of Fire, and Ice, until 
of Great men. -o fuchtime as it is united to its Creatour,: ſubmit- 

There are to be found many Fadymicus who em» ting it ſelf to-ſome conſtant and regular maner 

brace the Moon , hearts wheeled abour in range of life, thereby to ſerve his Divine Majeſty. Saint 


Auguſtine 


The 


. Angnſtinevery lively explicateth the miſery of this 
Ke ” ine life." which he had made tryal. of, _ the 
doin he enjoyed when he had couragiouſly ſet- 

tled himſelfto a ſtable ſtate of virtue. You would fay, 

hearing this ſpoken, that this ſoul like a ſmall cur- 

rent of water, ſeparated for ſome time from God 

his true ſource, gliding along by the ſenſes, as by 

ruſty, and defiled pipes. There the ſoul is ever per- 

plexed, and involved, finding pain in repoſe, and 


4t- 
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IV. Obſtacle, Intonftancie, Part 1, 


the diſeaſe into deſpair, for fear of recure. How un- 
juſt are we to accuſe all that which is about us, and 
ever to ſpare our culpable heads : we complain of 
the time, which ſlideth away from us; places,and ſo- 
cieties do us wrong, which would be ever profitable 
if we would our ſelves ; the buſineſſes kill us, which 
we might make the inſtruments of virtue, all things 
affict us ; we accuſe Heaven, and Earth, and haye 
no burthen more weighty then our ſelves, Whar 


thirſt in abundance, until returning to its original 10 neceſlity is there to lay the faults of your own levity 


head it cometh to reliſh moſt delicious content- 
Ex quo me MENts, which make it fay to God: Ay God 7 now 
ab unitate kW, that no good can be had without thee, the trae, 
ai p"ER onely,and Sovereign good ; in every place Where I am 
& uno bows without thee I never am without pain. All the good 
remporal'um hich is not God ſcemeth xnto me 4 meer penury. ou 
rYerum, mule 6 ls __ 4 
riformitas manifeſtly behold, how this inſtability of lite, for 
layſuuwm me that it aimeth not at the ſcope at which our thoughts 


ſonſus ray ſhould be levelled, not onely alienateth you from 


upon things inſenſible > Your inconltancy is your 
vice, it is your own nature, Were it not a goodly 
thing to behold the Tarand(a creature, which 4 i= 


ſtotle, and Phils ſpeaketh of) who paſling through a 1#- 


garden taketh ſo many colours as there are divers 1:27 v- 
Plants, to complain, that theſe Herbs, and not his !*#- 6- 
own skin do wrong to him, who is mutable, and pe. **s- 
netrable with all ſorts of impreſſions? This h demo 
p ? This bappen- De. 7m, 


eth not to any other creatures, why to him? Where- {-u1a. 


pavie, & a5 tranquillity, but expoſcthyou to moſt thorny diffi- 29 fore ſhould the —_— and Camelion conteſt a. 


uno in multa : : 
46 4. culries, and inthe end to deplorable diſaſters, 


4 ei mii The other reaſon,which makethinconſtancy very 
7/wcens prejudicial toall virtue, is, that one can do no great 
rwariojd, & 


ege?u cepi- thing , unleis he ſaſhion it as the Bear doth her 
/+. ... Whelp by licking. Time and frequent diligence are 
7 neceſſarily required to make good habits bud in 


He muſt ag 

lick iis the heart of man, he plant,which is often transfer- 
= Epif red from one place to another, ſeldom beareth fruit. 
» Viands, which the ſtomach doth not leiſurely enter- 


gainſt objeAs? A thouſand gallant Courtiers, a 
thouſand perſons of Quality have lived, and ſtill live 
all their days in aſſemblies, in affairs, with a life ſo 
regular, that all goethin meaſure, and compaſs : the 
days and nights have not more equality in the Equi- 
noQial, then they in all their manages of affairs. 
And you through acertain remiſneſs of heart, weak- 
neſs, a falſe Idea, or rather through a very ſoothin 

of Nature, ſuffer your ſelves to run without bridle 


tain, are ill diſgeſted; remedies,perpetually changed 2© upon all occafions ( changeable creatures) reſem. 


one 1n the neck of another, kill the body:the wound, 

VazwSche- Which continually is vexed, cannot conſolidate : the 
_— ft Wandering Scholar never becometh a good Clerk, We 
4 of neceſſity muſt break, and tame our ſelves to the 
thing we undertake. He that is every where is no 

where. And yet notwithſtanding this is an inſepa- 

rable property of inconſtancy, never long to leave 

the mind in any honeſt exerciſe, that ſo it may take 

a perfe& tincture : from whence it cometh to paſs, 


that all her childe-beds are falſe concepcions, and ,o 


her productions abortions. 


Adviſeot Saint Anthony adviſed a ſoul deſirous of advance. 


 , . Amthony, - ; afo<ys 
Xzothez. Ment three ing, Firſt, ro addict it ſelf much to 
?.P. theexerciſeof thepreſence of God. The ſecond,to 


take the holy Scripture for the rule of bis ations, 
The third, to hold firm footing inconſtancy. You 
QKAntorinus will ſay that Marcin Aurelins Antoninus had learn- 
- ed this precept of the Chriſtians : for in the firſt 
book Of his Life he caſteth out of the Temple of vir- 


tue certain people, which he calleth by a very figni- g 9g 


CR ficant Greek word page, as one would ſay, balls 

Pat's” caſt into the Air, and he addeth, that it is needful to 

reclaim, and accommodate one's ſelf ro time, and 

Galina, ni, occaſion, to obtain our deſire, which rules Syycleri. 

ova foverit, inth deſl bf; 

2u'ls; ow £148, famous inthe deſerts, obſerving was accuſtome 
ed to ſay: If the hen brood not her egs, ſhe hath no de- 


exc/ndu, 


Frequens 3® f;ye to make them diſcloſe. And not to ſpeak of Saints, 


mobilu tran- 


ſires, maxi- 4 Wiſe Hiltorian hath well obſerved : The grearf 
0 


_ perfe- hinderence which can come tothe perfeftion of a good 
1 operts 


rmpedimens 
tum, bo»gh, without ever ſtaying. 
vel. Pz1er- Why do you not then make a ſerious reſolution 


Excuſe of . tO forſake all theſe weakneſſes, and devote your ſelf 

Courtiers. for ſme good time to conſtancy ? You anſwer : Jt 
cannot be done,we are in the Court,we are inthe world, 
we live in the kingdom of intonſtancy what means have 
we to deliver onr ſelves from theſe laws ? If we were 
Hermits, onr recreation would be to tell the hours of 
the day, and to make them onrs by a prudent Occonc- 


mie :, but here we follow the wind of neceſſity, the tor- 70 


rent of ſociety tranſporteth us, we no longer are our 
arkre. ſelves. Itis a lamentable thing, to put purpoſely 


bling the various colours of the Dove's breaſt, which 
one knoweth not how to diſtinguiſh, See you nor, 
that this is to betray your own manhood 2 What 
ought you to do to avoid this Obſtacle ? 

Firſt, to enter into your ſelves to conſider what 
paſſeth there, to behold from what root, from what 


. ſource this tumultuary life proceedeth, to take away 


the cauſe, to ſuppreſs the effeR. 

To apprehend ſeriouſly the end for which man is 
created, to bend all your ſinews and arteries to ar 
rive thither, to uſe creatures as means and inſtru- 
ments of happieneſs, by the way of uſe,not fruition. 

- To purge the ſonl from ſins, which oftentimes 
raiſe this ſtorm, by a good general Confeſſion, and 
ſeriouſly cut off thoſe paſſions, which moſt ſediti. 
ouſly aſſault you. 

To accommodate all your daily actions by the 
adviſe of your Spiritual Father, and to make a good 
retire ſtrictly ro obſerve it, as much asin you 
lieth, 

To conſider, how many Pagans, to make them. 
ſelves eminently excellent in ſome facultie, have de- 
termined of their own meer motion to be confined 
to caverns, and ſhaved like fools, for avoidance of 
company , and retirement to that, which they in- 
tended, ſo did Demeſthexes the Oratour : why 
ſhould not we to fave our ſouls do that, which he 
did to refine his language ? 

If any weakneſs occur after theſe good purpoſes, 


work, 1s to go pearching, as 4 bird from beugh to 6 not to diſturb your ſelf for it, ſuppoling conſtancy 


impoſſible, becauſe it falleth out-you are incon- 
ſtant, to corre& whatis paſt, to order wharis pre- 
ſent, to prevent things to come, and to fortifie your 
ſelfeven by falls. 


The fifth OBs TACLE, 


Diſſumulation. 


() Ne of the greateſt Obſtacles of virtue is, for 
that man liveth in the world as on a ſtage, 
perpetually with a Mask on his fore-head , every 
one would ſeem that which he is nor, and none will 

avow 


Book 1. 

avow what heis, Thoſe, which come neareſt to 

God are the moſt ſimple, becauſe the Divine Nature 

is ſimplicity it ſelf, The moſt remote are the - moſt 

vimplicity double, and palliated, This fimplicity, the prime 
_— virtue of Saints, which hath gilded the face of the 
Saints Solden Age with its rays, is fo alienated from the 
"cuſtom of our times, that not ſo much as the name 
thereof is knovin. It is taken to be fopperie, al- 

What it is though it be the quinteſlence of Prudence, To be 
ro be ſim» ſiqple is to make the heart accord with the tongue, 
Be and hands. 1t is to have inall your deportments 
a natural, and genuine ſincerity, exempt from traud, 
from vanity, ard hypocriſie. It isa thing almolt 
as rare in Court,2s a white Raven, the maskis bet. 
ter beloved then the viſage, the reſemblance then 
the eſſence, opinion then co! ſcience, The moſt 
part of Courtiers are Monliters with two tongnes, 
and two hearts ; few are there, which take not Am- 


'Ov Sb" ghiaraus Deviſe the quite contrary way, who ſaid, 
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V. Obſtacle, D:ſſimulation, 43 


will violate virtues, the daughters of the Divinity , 

they deſpoil them of their natural plumes to cloath 

vice, If there be excels of cruelty in the ch14iſement counter- 
of ſome crime, it is called juſtice , if choler be pre. fri virtu*%: 
dominant, it is termed zeal , if effeminacy of heart 

creep in, it is entituled meeknels ,, prodigality bor. 

roweth the name of mercy , niggardlineſs,of good. 
husbandry , cowardiſe, of prudence, obitinacy, of 
conſtancy , inconſtarcy, ot facility, and circumſpe- 


to ion; . weakneſs of courage,of humility , pride, of 


Itderty, lazineſs,of tranquillity; diſturbance of ſpirit, 
ot vigilancy , precipitation, of tervour ; dulnefs, of 
good counſel, and not to keep promiſe with any 
man 1s ſaid co be equal with all men, 

Saint Gregory,the Great excellently moralizeth G,,,. co. 
this in the book of ob, where he ſheweth, that the ral. 3-c.22, 
moſt part of men are all griſtle, which hath the re. 19> +*- 
{-mblance of bones, bur not the ſolidity of bones , a 


nulla witd; 


they havethe appearance of virtue,but not the firm- 4% en 


x6v, *A" he would be, and not ſeem, Art this day in matter 20 neſs. What remedy is there for this abuſe deep-root= $71... 


as eyat. of yirtue men better love ſeem what they are nor, 
Deviſe of 
Amphia- then ro be what they ſeem. It werea ridiculous 
Yauhs vanity, ſaid Saint Gregory Nazierzen, it an Ant 
O7%-*& ſhould take an Ape for a Lion, and the poor Ape 
Tambici, ſhould afterwards fall into the throat of the Wolf, 
Ti 38 7- it ſhould be ſmall contentment, to be eſteemed by 
1% 254" this lictle creatore a Lion in fancafie, and to be de- 
Ns, ©, voured by this other beaſt in verity. And yet not- 
xa xi- withſtanding corrupt depraved nature doth elect all 
&y ; 
arareM® inefferce, I have much wondered at an antient 
Mak. Av. Medal, which Yillalpand in bis Epiſile in the Frontif- 
thovie. piece of his Book, which he dedicated to Philip the 
Third, King of Spain, affirmeth to have falleninto 
his hands. In this Medal was ſeen on one fide the 
magnificent Temple of Zer»ſalem, with certain He- 
brew CharaRers much deformed with ruſt,on the 0- 
ther ſide there was the figure of Mark Anthony, well 
engraver, with this Inſcription, $0 LOMON, This 


invention came from Hered,a great flatterer of Ro- 4odiligently the moſt ſublime things, we ſhall find they 


an Princes, on whom he ſaw his Fortunes depend- 
ed, and verily he followed ark Anthonie's Stand- 
ard,while good ſucceſs waited on his colours, bur af- 
terwards beholding,that all yielded to the victorious 


arms of Angxftns Ceſar, he ſought, and obrained . 


his favour by all poſſible ſubtile endeavours. Hows 
ſoever he cauſed this beautitul Medal to be made, 
which gave to the verieſt ſort among Princes the name 
of the wiſeſt amongſt Kings,and Mark Anthony,who 


ed in Nature ? 1 will onely produce two Reaſons, ſpeciem, fe 
well worthy of conſideration, Firſt, that (ſpeaking ©07750m9s 
to noble hearts) it ſeemeth to me it is to produce a Gronieare, | 
moſt irrefragable motive of deteſtation of any vice, <*'0n5 *- 
when the bafeneſs, and ignominie thereof is diſco- own 
vered : for that isit, which hath moſt power over Paſcncls of 
generous ſpirits. Now fo it is, this Hypocrifie, which ** 
maketh you; O Noblemen) always to live diſguiſed, 

is quite contrary to the condition of a brave, and 


her virtues,and felicities 1n picture, and puniſhmenis 3c generoully-elated ſpirit. Becauſe, if it be impreſſed 


with a good ſtamp, it naturally loveth the liberty, 
and freedom, which unavoidably is oppreſſed in 
theſe palliations, crouchings, and counterfeitingss 
They are the tricks of Apes, and Foxes, andin no 
ſort are ſuitable to the nature of a generous Lion, 

Beſides, ſeeing God openeth unto us the great ypocriie 
book of the world, as a picce of Parchment gilded, onfured 
and traced with his Penal , for us therein to read $a: book 
that which is for our inſtruction, if we will conſider of _ 
WOLtg., 
naturally ſtrikeat this vanity, which maketh you to 
diſplay apparences to the eyes of men outwardly, 
having nothing ſolid within. It ſeemeth, thar all the 
maſter-picces of this celeſtial, and elementary world, 
aS1t were by a common conſent, do hide all whar 
they have of moſt eminency, and worth, bearing 
tor Deviſe : 7 hide the better part. It is true, that Pare ſs 
Heaven ſheweth it ſelf wholly relucen in ſtars, and jc, © 
brightneſs, but covereth his powerful influences, 


neither had piety, nor Religion in his ſoul, beheld 5g which by their ſecret extent give motion to this 


himſelf even willingly ſtawped in this coyn, as the 
true Guardian, and Church-warden of the Temple 
of God: ſo much man affeRterh the very ſhadows of 
good, after he hath loſt the ſubſtance. At this day 
this paſſion outragiouſly predomigateth even to 
furie , in all places there is rorhigghur counterteit- 
The kinz- ing,and affetations. HypocriſieWigneth in painting, 
menrko WY in habits, Hypocriſie is 1n complements, Hypocriſte 
isin buſineſſes, Hypocriſfie lodgeth in all ages, all 


great houſe of Nature, It is true,the Air maketh his 
Meteors-to appear to the view of the whole world , 
bur this ſecret virtue, which doth penetrate us even 


-to the heart, and bringerh life, and refreſhment ro 


us upon its wings, who can tell me what colour it is 


_ of The Fire unfoldeth his flames unto us : but this 


commanding hear, which conquereth, and fofteneth 
the hardeſt metals, do we behold it ?. The calm Sea 
delighterh us with his ſmiling countenance, at that 


ſexes, all conditions ; Hypocrifie goeth even to Al- 69 time eſpecially when it becometh (as it were) trizled 


tars, Ambition, avarice, luxury, and other vices, al- 
though deeply rooted, forſakes man, when he for- 
fakes himſelf, it is onely Hypocriſie,which attenderh 
bim to his grave, and will fleep under his aſhes : ſo 
many golden lies are witneſles thereof, which per- 
petually do enſhrine carkaſſes. Man is ſo made to 
ſeem whart he is nor, and to diſſemble that which he 
is, ſo double, and fo repleniſhed with mutable ef- 
ſences, that he himſelf is deceived in himſelf, and 


and curled by ſome gracious and gentle gale, ard 
coloured with the beams of a bright Sun, which bear 
upon it, bur this luſtrous beauty, what is ir in 
compariſon of the treaſures, which he concealeth in 
the itore-houſes of his abyſles ? The earth itſelf 
likewife wakech her boaſt in the Spring, varicd and 
enameled with her natural pieces of painting, and 
ſparkled with a thouſand petty flowers, which ſtand 
as the eyes of the meadows ; but theſe do eclipſe 


taketh himſelf for other then heis. Men are not con- 70 each evening, and morning. Quite contrary , 


| tented to- corrupt their apparel, their language, 
hair, viſape, ſoul, body, ſciences, arts, but they aſo 


the Metals, which the” earth encloſeth , and as 
it were engulpheth in her entrails, after they are 
F 2 wrought 
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wrought, and poliſhed by the artful hands of Lapi- 
daries, retain a luſtre ofa long date, which reſplen- 
dently ſhine upon cup-boards of Kings, and the 
Great men of the earth, . What leſſon of nature is 
this, to hide all,which it hath of greateſt value ? And 
what corruption of nature in man, to hold inthe 
bottom of his heart ſtench, and dung-hills, and to 
* - __ plaiſter itover witha vain hypocrihe ? 
pe. ng God hath not onely imprinted this verity, of 
ed by the which I ſpeak, in the great book of nature, but he 
_ * hath, as it were, engraven, and ſtamp'd it with his 
Sport of hand, in the monuments of the old, and new Law. 
God, and The paſtimes of Great men are Theatres, Tilt- 
wa” 1. Yards, and Amphitheatres, and the ſport of the Di- 
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x1 Cor. I. a . , . : , 
2«eful:s yine wiſdom in this Univerſe is to hide treaſures 
Ty is under the bark, and mantle of ſome perſons, baſe, 
» P » 

«t confundat and abje&in apparence. In the old Law a ſtammer- 
ſepiens; & jng ſhepheard 18 choſen to carry the word to a Mo- 
_ h, to ſhake, and t ith a poo d 
mundi elegit NAICN, tO INAKE, and OVETTurn WI poor wan 

Deus, nt 
confundas 
forna; & 


17n.' 14 


lows, to open the bowels of Rocks, to command all 
the Elements, and fill theworld with wonders. In 
-4. & thenew Law ſimple fiſher-men, almoſt as dumb, and 
b«. «e/-gir mate as the fiſhes themſelves, are choſen to catch in 
De, & ea their ners Philoſophers, Kings, Cities, Provinces, 
$a and Empires. Behold the ordinary cuſtom of God 
9-e ſum to hold Pearls in ſhels, ſweet perfums in very abjet 
«#7. boxes. The true mark of Greatneſs in the judgment 


of God is at firſt bluſh externally not to appear 


© #4 & 


V. Obſtacle. Diſimulation, Part x, 


they might always live cloaked, always hidden from 
the eyes of the world, yea even from theall-pier- 
cing eye of their own conſcience: 
It is moſt manifeſt, and conſiderable for the ſe- * Aalors 

cond reaſon, that it 1s impoſlible to deceive God, 
whoſe eye, repleniſhed with lightning flaſhes, tranſ- 
paſſeth through the abyſles, and maketh Hell ir ſelf 
confeſs it hath not darkneſs enough to ſhadow it 
from his face. Now fo it is, that God condemneth, 


10 reproveth,chaſtiſeth with the particular indignation 


of his heart this plaiſtered life, and therefore, as the 
Interpreters of the ©cripture obſerve, he rejeQed 53 09-1h: 
the Swan, notwithſtanding the whiteneſs of her fea. and the 
thers, and the ſweetneſs of note, which is aſcribed Ofric) re- 
to her, nor would he ever admit her in the num- _ p 
ber of his victimes, becauſe under pure white fea- 

thers ſhe hideth a black fleſh, For the ſame reaſon 

he never would have the Oftrich, who hath =_ 


the oſtentuous boaſts of wings,and no flight:ſo muc 


the Pillars of his Empire, to divide Seas, to calm Bil- 20 he deteſteth apparence fruitleſs, and effectleſs, 


Firſt, or Jaſt he will ( faith holy 7:6) take away 5, x, ry. 
the mask, ſo that the life of Hypocrites ſhall be as 
the Spider's web in the judgment of God ; they 
ſhall think they have ſped well,but even to have hid- 
den themſelves : all ſhall be reſolved into nothing, 
to make them appear what they are, in a moft igno. 


, Minious nakedneſs. They now are Panthers, who 


have their skins ſpotted with mirrours, that ſearch 
out ſecret Fountains to waſhaway the ordures, and 


great, On the contrary, it is the a& of a flat, ridi- 30 impreſſions of their crimes,as it is related of this cre- 


culous,and benummed vanity, to be deſirous to ſur. 

prize the eyes with a counterfeit, and captious beau- 

ty, which afterward appearing in its native colours, 

% makes the deformity thereof the more disfigured. 
Deformity What a ſhameful thing it isto a heart, which hath 
of kypocti= never {0 little reſentment of nobility, to ere a re- 
ſplendent Sepulchre, to boaft exteriourly marbles, 
gildings , charaRers, titles, and to have nothing 

within but bones, putrefa&tion, and aſhes , to caſt a 


ature. Put the day of God will come, when (as the 

Prophet 1/aiah faith) the Panther's waters ſhall waters of 
wholly be dried, and ſoakedup , that is to ſay, as rw ns 
Ailredwg \nterpreteth ir,that all the counterfeitings, gn: ” 
and diflimulations'of the world ſhall find no more Nwmrin {c- 
water to whiten them, We all naturally fear ©" 
the publication of our vices : ſo ſenſible we are in 

the touches of Honour, 


Thoſe poor Afilefiax Maids,who,moved with en- 


certain luſtre through the ignorance, and obſcurity 4 raged deſpair, ran to halters, and ſteepy precipices, 


of an Age, become brutiſh, and then to be in effect 
but a lilly worm, to livein the world as a Snail, to 
make long ſilyer traces, and to be nothing elſe but 
froth , to have the back covered with Velvet like a 
Zuſhion, andthe Belly ſtuffed with hay , to make 
oſtent of leaves, and verdure like a wood, and to be 
repleniſhed with _— ! 1s it poſſible, that a no- 
ble heart, when it hath no other ſuper-viſour, bur its 
own conlcience, can ſuffer theſe ſhames ? A pentile 


could never be diverted from this. fury, either by 
the ſweet admoniſhment of their Parents, or rigor- 
ous menaces of Judges : but when by decree the na- 
ked bodies of thoſe, who had violated the law of na-« 
ture by this moſt wicked attempt, wereccaſt upon 
the'dung-hill, the onely apprehenſion of nakedneſs, 
and of the nakedneſs of a body bereaved of ſenſe, 
ſtayed thecourſe of theſe execrable frenzies. And, 
without ſpeaking of antient Hiſtories, william Bi- 


ſpirit ſaid to an old man, who cauſed his griſly hairs 50 ſhop of Lyexs relateth, that a certain Damoſel paint- 


to be painted with the luſtre of green youth : Poor 
fool.al:hough thou could*ſt deceive the whole world 
55r1e Pre. With thy hair, yer Death well knoweth they ave gray. 
{ermma ca $0 when an Hypocrite ſhall bappen to conceal his 
wm jugling fromall thoſe, whoaccompany him, which 
indeed cannot be done (men now being endued with 
penetrating eyes) yet one cannot deceive the eye 
of his conſcience, quick-ſighted to pierce ſuch Alſ. 
hoods with bright refletion. 1 fay nothing of the 


ed, inan Age when ſimplicity was in great eſteem, 

as ſhe went along in a Proceſſion, behold by chance 

an Ape came out of a ſhop, who leaped on her Trick of a 
ſhoulders, and took off her coif, and made a little 4e*- 
deformity appear, covered under painting, and dif- 
{imulation, whereby ſhe felt her ſelf over-whelmed 

with dolour, and confuſion. If the ſmall affronts, 

and diſgraces, whi receive in the world, have 

fo much force, what will it be then, when the Sove- 


ſhame, and ignominy, that muſt be undergone after 60 reign Judg ſhall rake away the ſcarf, and make a 


it is diſcovered, ard taken with the maner,like a cut- 
purſe: I ſpeak nothing of the racks, tortures, af+ 
ftrightments, and perplexities, in which they hve, 

* whodefire to entertain theſe ſeemings. A great wit 
5:41.91 hath well faid,that ſuch people are the oxen of Baz, 
Reg 3.13. WRO are cut {or Sacrifice in lictle gobbets, but not- 
withſtanding receive not fire from Heaven ,, theſe 
miſcrable creatures macerate, and killchemſclves, 


to ſacrifice themſelves to the appetites of the world, 


cauterized conſcience appear ? What will it be, when 
with as many Torches, and burning Lights, as there 
then ſhall be of Angels, and of the ele& by his fide, 
he ſhall penetrate even to the bottom of a loſt Soul? 
Where then ſhall be his plaiſterings, where his diſſi- 
mulations, and hypocriſies in the abyſs of this con- 
fuſion ?-It is a thing, which we rather may meditate 
on in ſilence, then expreſs in words. 

Upon theſe Conſiderations reſolve with your 


withvt ever taſting the conſolations of God, which 49 ſelves to build your falvation upon the firm rock of 


they lave renounced. Let uslay their pains apart, 
let us admit, that with theſe laborious endeavours 


truth, and not on a vain reputation, upon the ſlip- 
pery movins ſands of humane apparences, Imitate 
that 


Book 2. 
that good King, Father of St. Lewss, who bare a 


Typ-tiu: in Sceptre, made like an Obelisk in a Ring, with this , 


Symbol. 


Deviſe, Yolo ſolidum perenne : as who ſhould fay, all 
his intentions aimed at heaven, and eternity, 

Make adeterminate purpoſe, as much as poſſibly 
Aug. lib. yOu may, to avoid inyour apparel, in your hair, in 
pd. & your words, in your actions, all ſorts of affe&tation, 
divinavir- of hypocriſie, of folly, as things baſe, ſottiſh, ridi- 


gis efF ne- 


"© 4c; culous, and wicked, ever remembering this ſentence 
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VI. Obſtacle, Trme loft. 


of the moſt — points for direRion of life is, 
to take a good emploiment,and well to beſtow your 
time,ſince through want of this endeavour life 
is filled with a buſie ſluggiſhneſs, with unprofitable 
labours, with remorſe, with ſhame, which often- 
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times draggeth after it an eternity of pain. It is one 7, grear 


of the greateſt confuſions, which at this day predo- obftacles 
minateth in the lives,and aRions of men of Quality, of le 
Some are overwhelmed with affairs, even from *' 


pere : win- Of St. Auguſtine : A great, and divine Virtne is to de- 10 morning till night, and think upon every thing, but 


of ceive no man : the laſt, and moſt. miſchievous of all 
qweMliket ices 15 to deceive the Whole world, 


decipere, 
The fixth OBs TACLE, 
Ill-husbanding of Time. 
Canm_ Notable Fable maketh the Spider, and the 
adDic. 


Silk-worm to ſpeak together, telling their for- 
tune in a pretty plealing maner, and greatly reple- 


niſhed with moral inſtrution. The poor Spider 20 concernthe eaſe, and accomodation of our bodies 


- complaineth ſhe laboureth night, and day, to make 
her Webs, with ſo much fervour,and diligence, that 
ſhe unbowels her ſelf, pouring torch her ſubſtance, 
and ſtrength to accompliſn her work : yet notwith- 
ſtanding her endeayour (0 little proſpereth, as that, 
after ſhe hath brought this her Web to perfeRion,a 
ſifly ſervant cometh with a Broom, and in an inſtant 
undoes what ſhe could not produce perhaps ſcarce- 
ly in ten years. But if it happen ſhe eſcape from this 


themſelves. Others roll in a lazineſs, full of moſt 

vain occupations, and never underſtand the princi- 

pal buſineſs,which is the point of their ſalvation. We 
greatly fail either in knowledg, or courage, to 
handle one of the chief paſſages of our life, which 

5 the expenſe of time, we do, as one in elder time 

ſaid : Welabour in the main point, as if it were but 
an acceſſory, and we afterward take the acceſſory, oy for os 
as if it werethe principal. All the petty*trifles, which b+ ua 


ave their regular time, and ſeldom are forgotten, ai 

drinking, eating, ſleeping, ſporting, exerciſe that G = 
pleafeth, be it never ſo painfull, have their ſeaſon , My 
the affair of {ſalvation bath none at all, if it take not 

ſome {mall time even by ſtealth, Behold how cor- 
ruption is engendered, that may be remedied by the 
conſideration of two, or three reaſons, which 1 will 
propoſe unto you. 


Firſt know, it is true what the Wiſe. man ſaid : <2'995- 


R , | . x F , k . : and Reme+- 
p_—_ , which ſeldom is ſeen in Great mens 30 7 on oftentimes complain of divers neceſſities of life, ont dies, 


ouſes, yet all the fruit ſhe may expect from ſo much 
toyl, is but to thke ſome wretched Flie in her Web. 
Behold you not herein ſufficient cauſe to bewail her 
miſery ? The Silk-worm quite-contrary boaſterh 
her ſelf ro be one of the moſt happy creatures which 
lives on the face of the earth. For (faith he) I am 
ſought after as if I were a pretious Diamond, I am 
exported from foreign Countries, happy is he, who 
belt can lodg,breed, entertain,andcheriſh me , men 


ſaith, he hath need of bealth, another of liberty, ano- $"<. <p3- 


p hs 
ther of credit, anither of favour, anther of apparel, —_ on 


another of money : no man deploreth,that he hath need atiquy4 pre- 
of time Which indeed is the moſt pretious merchandize, "i 


And yet notwithſtanding Zexo aſſured us, the thin ry ay 


: a= R qu diem | 

which man moſt wanted 1n this life, was Time. One #9 
X 4 intelligat (4 

cannot better approve the value, which is to be ſet ,,unz 


upon any thing, then by ſhewing the rarity,and ne- wi? 
ceſfity of it. Time is not onely pretious, but abſo. Xue ih 


rice of 
bend all their induſtry to ſerve my eaſefull repoſe, yo lutely neceſſary, Then think whether you ought to Time. 


and commodinies. Tf I travel, my pain is well be- 
ſtowed : but be it how you will (filly Spider) that 
you take Flies, I captivate Kings. The greateſt Mo- 
narchs of the earth are involved in my threeds, 
Queens, and great Ladies make of my works the en- 
tertainment of their beauties ;, and the Potentates, 
which will not depen& upon any, are dignified by a 
little Worm. The four corners of the earth divide 
my labours with admiration , and not being able to 


hold itfdear,or not. Time is very hard to be known, 

how difficult(think you)will pl fr be to poſſes it ? 

All the brave ſpirits of the world have voluntarily 

put themſelyes upon the torture, onely to diſcover 

what Time was; yet could they not ſo much as touch > 
the wings thereof. Fythagoras ſaid, it was the Soul *9%X" 7 
of the world , others, that it was Heaven, others, mayor. 
that it was Motion ; others, the Meaſure of Motion, Aug. Con- 


St. Auguſtize, a moſt admirable Wit,ſtrugglerh with ff _ 1Is 


£0 higher, although I reach not to Heaven, yet I 50 himſelf upon this Queſtion,as a Bird ina ftring : He Deed ft 


chold theJAltars glitter under the embelliſhments, 
which iſſue from my entrails. And verily there is 
Sreat difference between the travel of the Spider, 
and pain of the Silk-worm. The induſtry of theſe 
two little creatures doth naturally figure unto us two 
{orts'of perſons, whereof the one laboureth for yani- 
ty, the other for verity. All men, comin this 
lite, enter ther&nto as into a Shop of toil, Which is as 
Camo natural to-rhem,as flight for Birds. A great man,af- 
ore. ter he had well conſidered this. ſentence of ob, 
A worthy cauſed theſe words to be inſcribed upon his Tomb, 
Egirap" well worthy of ponderation,that is to ſay : Aſan en- 
eulpa,naſei tereth into being by the gate of not being as heqwho is as 
pan, neceſ” in ſin,as in nature , his birth is a puniſhment, his 


ED life a travel, and his death a neceſſity. 
—_ And very well Tertxllian obſerveth,that God the 
ceit of 


Creatour, + cloathing man with skins after his fall, 

Terwll1an. (which is the attire of ſlaves, and ſervitours, whom 

Homo pellt- = « K 
we ſend to delve in Mines) thereby would ſignifie 


tus orlt, 


ue ae. oi him, he ſhould enter into the world, as into a 70 the wave of the Sea thruſterh forward the wave.You 
Talio datisr, 


Term D; Mine,to labour, and dig,until he had found a Tomb. 
alle, This pain then being neceſſarily reſolved upon, one 


ſaith,he knoweth, and he knoweth not ,what Time 1s, He "92%. # 

knows enough to hold his peace, and knoweth nit enough hs 
to ſpeak, 1 leave for you to think, if this ſpirit,all come / querens 

poſed of fire, and lightning, could not know Time, 4" 


, valim, ne- 
how can you have it in your power ? The Scripture (w. , | 
compareth it to a moſt ſwift River, which cometh wir tg 
not, but to paſsalong,and creepeth not, bur to glide ,, n., 
away. All mortals, little, and great, ſtand on the p'«. 


brink of this River, to fiſh for Time. But do you #*** <1%4 


lens 


60 know with what inſtrument? With a Sive, which is river of 


the cauſe, that they hold nothing. One fiſheth ten Time- 
years,another rwenty,anotherrhirty, another four. 
ty, another fourſcore. Our alaſs! All hath paſſed 
Gogh a Sive, there remaineth nothing for them 
yea,even the little Infant, hanging on the Teat of his 
Nurſe,which he had ſucked but one day, as yet hath 
no more. There remains but a poor moment, which 
we hold as an Fab in our hands : at every turnir 
eſcapeth from us ; one moment driveth another, as 


recover ſuch a loſs is a thing humanly impoſſible. To 3: 39. 
| meaſure 


» of 


ſee,this Merchandize is very hard to be kept, and to x/a-« 4. \* 
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meaſure the wind, to weigh the flame,to call back a 
day paſſed, are three effeRts of like 1mpoſlibility, 
God hath reſerved to himſelf the government of this 
great Dial of the world , he himſelf figureth out the 
hours,and will give this commiſſion to no man.!f the 
Sun was ſtayed in the time of 7ofna, it was done, 


Tam tnwm 
Jamilata 
wideb ant 


Sire 4%» Teſs, of whom this great Captain was the Figure. 
If it recoiled back ten degrees in the time of Zze- 


m1fſſo nomi- 
ne, ſelum, 
Sedulins. 
Try 24 z, 0n,when the eternal Word abaſed himſelf under the 


Stephanw, nine Quires of Angels, even to the uniting himſelf 


to humane Nature, the tenth, and laſt of reaſonable 
creatures, This large Dial of Heaven is not touched, 
but for the great,and various motions of the world, 
and the principal myſteries of our Faith : to think 
ſuch a hs ſhould be made for you, were a great 
folly. Take time while the Sun ſtriketh on your line, 
if you will put the hand of the Dial upon the hour 


Time irre- 


coverable, Expected approach of ro morrow. See you nor, if 


one rend a Garment,it is made up again , if a Jewel 
be loſt,it may be found again , if an Houſe be burnt, 
it is re-edified again, many times much fairer then 
ever it was. There is nothing, fave time, but return- 
eth , you ſhall ſooner find the Philoſopher's ſtone, 
then time loſt, All riches are but as chaff in compa- 
riſon of time. There is no worſe Thief, then he,chat 
ſtealeth from himſelf ſo unvaluable a Merchandize, 
either in doing ill, or in doing nothing,] 

The ſecond Reaſon, which makes this eſtimation 
of time ſo recommendable, is the neceſſity we have 
of it, King Antigonus ſpake wiſely,when he ſaid his 

* Warwasthe wartare of. Time, as well as of Arms. 
And very properly may we ſay the ſame. All our 
Chriſtian wartare, all our Martial diſcipline, all our 
exploits conſiſt in laying hold of opportunity, and 
well. husbanding of Time. A little time well em. 
ployed, which will be found at the day of our death, 
in our own hands, can put us in poſſeſſion of a hap- 
Py eternity. If you have not time, well may you 

ave Rivers of Gold, and Magazines of Pearls, bur 

Heaven you ſhall never have. | | 
GrerNavil SAINt Gregory Nazianzen doth fagely tell us,that 
a».in Fan. life is an open Fare for all the world to trade in. And 
bici, _ verilyitisanadmirable Mart,where the Merchants, 


Neceſſity 
of time, 


Tlzvnſu- if they will be well adviſed, may Larter a vale of 


P!Y 19.” tears for a Paradiſe of delicacies; Earth for Heaven, 
e 7% I and amoment for eternity. All conſiſterh in well- 


\ Ls 


ſaith Saint Chryſeſtom, in reverence of the name of 


of the preſent day, you ſhall not depend upon the 20 They wander backward,and forward, like Ants up- 


Part t; 
others in doing nothing , the reſt in doing too much. 
In doings ill, the vitious , in doing nothing,.the idle, 
in doing too much, the vain, and unhappy, All are, 
as it were, equal in loſing time,although unequal in 
the maner of loſing it, and in the reward for b2ving 
loſt it. And,not to ſpeak here at all either of crimes, 
or negligences, (which are two dangerous Rocks 
for the Ship, which tranſporteth Time) ſome ſigh 
under a true lazineſs, bnt painfull, and ſtraitened , 


chias, it was to ſignifie the myſtery of the Incarnati-. i © others are delighted with vanities, and meer follies., 


many are involved in buſineſs up to the elbow, and ,,,...... 
yet, becauſe they donot take their aim well (in that rn jiil 
they do not travel for Heaven,and are wholly igno- 4% 9 


neſaunt 1 


rant of the place, & path of the rendezyous)all their ,,4e per- 
life is a molt labourlom loitering, They make much —M 
ado, as little children about Butter-flies. They run 9,021.2 


Inconſaltus 


up and down like Rats, who are infinitely buſie to iis varus- 


carry rotten a Nutiinto their hole. They ftrive,as ron 
Fiſhes ina Pond, to take the bit one from another. prmicis per 
arborem re- 
pennbus, 
on the body of a Tree. Others make fools ofthem- \,,. i» /w- 
ſelves with meer Bables,and it is a wonder to behold mw cacs- 


the childiſhneſs, and Apiſh tricks of employments, 7% = 
which are found in the lives of men of eminent qua- inancs «- 
lity. See inthe antient Hiſtories of Domitian, upon £2" 
whoſe ſhoulders God had placed the burthen of a i. 2». © 
vaſt Empire, yer, laying aſide all other affairs, he 7-9. 
every day reſerved ſome hours to himſelf, to {tick heh 


Flies through with a Bodkin, and thereunto intend- ment of 


30 &d asto one of the moſt ſerious affairs of his King- ſomeGreat 


dom. Hartabws,King of the Hyrcans,caught Moles , See Gue- 
Bias,King of the Lydians, ſtabbed Frogs ; «/fropms, *O* 
King of the Macedonians, made Lanterns. Behold 

you not goodly employments tor Kings ? 

Are not there (I pray) as very triflers to be found 1dtereſs 
amongſt Chriſtian Nobility at this day 2 We ſee tb<buſ- 
menevenin this Age, who waſte all their time in a= 
combing their Hair, in waſhing their Beards, in &ri- men. 
ving to have their Stockins ſprucely put on, to new- 


40 hatch their Swords, to draw on new Boots, to 


enquire for rich Garters, to make proviſion of 
Girdles, and Hangers, to cheapen Beaver-Hats, to 
ne Feathers, to trample up and down the Streets, 
to hold a Racker, to play at Dice, to Dance the 
Cinque-apace, to gourniandize a Banquer,to throw 
rotten Orenges at one another ,to prattle with Wo- 
men,to vant of that,which they have never done,to 
envie the happy,to contemn the miſerable,to breath 
perpetually out of ore and the ſame mouth either 


Ty [loy. uſing time; this 1s the oncely Merchandize in requeſt 56 calumny,or ſcoffs , never. to utter a ſerious word, as 


Merchan- - k Sl 
6izein re- 1N the other world, to which we go. Some infintely 


ql i labour to adorn themſelves with the Mire,and Durt 
wort, Of the Zndies, to wit, with Gold,and Silver,which is 


as abſurd a folly, as if one, to climb to Heaven, 
ſhould make himſelf wings of a Scutle filled with 
earth, Others hunt after Glory,and honour of the 
world, which is but a meer counterfeit ſemblance, 
in compariſon of the happineſs of Saints ; yet they, 
notwithſtanding, would carry it to Heaven, as if 


if one had abjured all reaſon ; and laſtly, never to 
ſpeak well, but when they intend to ſpeak ill. What 
an unfortunate, and travantly kind of life is thus ? 
When ſuch kind of men have ended their courſe.de- 
ſerve they not to have the Epitaph of an Apein- 
ſcribed on their Tombs, ſince they ſervilely have 
thus betrayed their manhood ? 

On the other ſide, we behold Women, who have 
no other Trade, but to think on new- faſhions for ap- 


one ſhould undertake to bring by wagon a veſlel of gg parel, to buy Stuffs, ro make thereof rich Petty- 


ſtinking water an bundred leagues off, to make ſale 

of it, where ſtreams run of eternal Fountains, Will 

you know the Merchandize, which is of fale in Hea- 

, ven? Tribulation, for there is none : and Time, for 

there is nothing bur eternity. Carry thither a little 

ain patiently born, a litcle time well emplayed,and 
bchold, you become rich tor ever, | 

Judg now, if time be ſo eſtimable, and neceſſary 

for your falyation, what value you ſhould ſet upon 


coats, and Gowns, to bargain for Jewels,and Preti- 
ous-{tones, to raiſe their Chopinos higher, to look 
in their Glaſs above an hundred times in one day,to 
call a Councel upon one hair of their head, to have 
Angel-water, the powder of Cypreſs, to be ever 
learning ſome new invention of Impoſture to bear 
on their foreheads, which God himſelf hath confign- 
ed with his own finger to be the ſear of ſhamefaced- 
neſs, to deviſe curioſities in their chambers, and to 


it,and whether it be not an intolerable thing to waſt +@ complain of all the world, to ſooth their own im- 


itin pra, and trifles. Time is il|-husbanded by 
three ſo 


rts of people. Some employ it in doing ill x 


patience, to brave it through. the ſtreets in their 
Coaches, to roam up and down to G oſlipings, and 
Child- 
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Enuarrins 
apud Me+ 
liſſam, 
The 
tongue 
compared 
ro the Al- 
mond- 
reve. 


Child-bed women, to tattle with ſpruce Carpet- 
knights, to ſearch through impertinent curioſity in- 
to all kind of buſineſſes, ro know nothing, and to 
ſpeak of all things, to deafen half the world with 
their chattering,and to hold the other in breath,and 
ſtudy to do them ſervice, to beſtow a fourth part of 
their life in cloathing, and attiring themſelves, ano- 
ther in babling, another in dancing, and playing,the 
reſt in ſleeping, what remaineth tor God ? 

Behold goodly husbanding of time ! behold how 
the Exchequer of God is managed ! and then who 
will be amazed to ſee,that a life ſpent in theſe m_ 
ly exerciſes, and employments, 1s repleniſhed with 

arkneſs,with oaliies, mich a ſluggiſh,and lamen- 
rable forgerfulneſs of the life to come ? The remedy 
for this diſorder is to conſider, 

I. How many damned ſouls do now groan in 
flames, which all the Oceans cannot extinguiſh, for 
having contemned time, which you yer enjoy at 


VII. Obſtacle. Interperance of Tongue, 

to bereave them of liberty : he layeth hold on the 
tongue, to give it a falſe freedom to ſpeak all things. 
Three forts of tongues at this day are moſt power. 


fully predominant in the occaſions of the World , 

the vain, the ſlanderous, and the ſcoffing, | 
The vain ſeemeth to me to have been myſtically 19's" 13" 

ſignified by the Prophet 1/aiah under the Title of 2 cymta's 

feathered Cymbal. The Cymbal was an Inſtrument 4 

compoſed of thin plates of Brafs, with certain ſmall 


45 


1o bars of Iron faſtened,and croſs-hillitted in the plates, 


wherewith they made a*great noiſe. Others think 

the Cymbals were Bels,which according to the opi- 

nion of ſome were conſecrated to the ſervice of the 

Church by Pope Sabiniax. It is not at thisday,that 

Bells are in requeſt, bur as for feathered Bells, they 

are tliings unheard of, And yet, notwithſtanding, The 

the tongue is not onely a Bell, according to the Alle- 908% _. 

px interpretation of the words of the Prophet, «a Bell. 
ut a feathered Bell, The Bell goeth not out of its 


your eaſe, He, that could onely grant to them one 20 Steeple; bur the Tongue cannot contain it ſelf in its 


little moment of theſe excellent days, which you 
prodigally waſte, through what thorns, what fires, 
what ice would not they paſs,to expiate the errours 
of their paſſed life > From what Sceptres,what Em- 
pires, what Diadems, would not they voluntarily, 
and freely deſpoil themſelves, to purchaſe one hour 
of time, and employ it in the rigours of a moſt au- 


ſtere penance? Yet you _— it may be lawfull 
for you to live in this childiſh ſtupidity, 


Palate. She maketh her ſelf wings by the help of fea- 
thers,and paper, and after endeavoureth to paſs the 

Seas, and to bear fire very far into the world. A 
flight word, ſpoken merrily in the ſecret retirement 

of a cloſet, ſhall ſometimes be told again an hun. 

dred leagues off, and ſhall enkindle in the hearts 

of many a hire able to put all into combuſtion, The The 
tongue of the Cymbal, as it isa Cymbal, is n6t the *228%* 


- of the 
worſt, it offendeth more through complacence then cymbal. 


II. How many think you, at the very inſtant, 3 malice. Ir is a tongue truly vain, which feedeth it 


when you read theſe lines, are there of ſouls newly 
diſlodged from bodies, brought to the Tribunal of 
God, condemned to flames tor this ill expenſe of 
time ? What know you at how little a threed the 
ſword of Juſtice hangeth over your heads? And you 
notwithſtanding reſemble Snails, which ſing when 
their houſes are on fire. 


III. Take fo much pain to avoid an eternal un» 


happineſs, as to raiſe to your ſelf a little treaſure out 
of the 


thrift of time, by taking every day,be it never 4olants, who waſte all their timein courting women, 


ſo little leiſure, to retire your ſelf within your ſelf, 
ro behold from whence you come, and whither you 
g0,and what paſſerh within you, ſtudy in the Book 
of your Conſcience, which muſt be laid open, and 
perhaps ſooner then you think for. 

IV. Prepare couragiouſly,by the adviſe of thoſe, 
who guide your Conſcience, a little Qeconomy of 
all your ations in the day , keep them ſtrictly, as 
much as you may poſlible, and if you happen to loſe 


"of indiſcreet women, The Giants, after the inun- 


ſelf with a petty affeRation of diſcourſe, with ſlight 
Lies,with trifling flatteries, with prattle, and tattle, 
In this predicament we ordinarily place the tongues 


dation of waters, would build the Tower of Babel, 
bur Women in the deluge of tongues raiſe the Tur- ,,;,. 
rets of Babble :- from an exceſs of idleneſfs, in. vert?ſe, 
diſcretion, and curioſity. In the ſame rank are the 
tongues of an infinite number of effeminate Gal- 


curioſe,(0- 
quentes q#4 
10n oper - 
ces. 

i Tim,s- 


complements, affetations,meer fopperies ; had they ,,, 


no other ill in them, then neyer to pronounce a ſeri- 
ous word, yet are they culpable enough ; bur lying, 
and flattery wait on them, as the ſhadow doth on 
the body. A great note of the corruption of this 
Age is the liberty of Lying, which reigneth evenin 
the mouths of many men ot Quality. It feemeth now 
a-days that to lie is no longer a vice, but a neceſ- 
ſity of nature. The Sages termed Truth to be a vey. 


time, do not like ſpend-thrifts, who loſe, and know 5oSea which is never moved, a Haven where no man 


not what they loſe; ſee why, and how you loſe, 
that you may ſeaſonably give remedy thereunto, 


The ſeventh OBs TACLE, 


Intemperance of Tongue. 


TY ſuper-abundance of time , and idleneſs , 
which ordinarily is amongſt Courtiers, doth 
undoubtedly cauſe in them ſo violent an overlaſhing 


ſuffereth ſhip-wrack, a Way which wearieth nor, a 
Gate which never is ſhut againſt any : bur at this 
preſent it is a Sea where few Merchants fail,a Haven 
lictle frequented, a Way which to many ſcemeth ro 
be ſtopped up with thorns and briars, and a Gate 
which almoſt is never opened. 

Itis ſaid, Augnſtus Ceſar, after a long enquiry 
into all parts of his Empire, found but one man, 
who was accounted never to have told a Lie, for 


of tongue, that now a-days it ſwelleth like another 69 which cauſe he was deemed capable and worthy to 


deluge overflowing all mankind. Exagrizs, a good 
Authour, cited by Xeliſsa in the Biblictheke of the 
Fathers, hath produced a paſſage very remarkable, 
to wit, that among Trees the Almond bloſſometh 
firſt of all, and is the firſt that is pinched with Froſt , 
and amongſt the parts of man the tongue firſt of all 
cometh forth to the field, and is the firit ſurpriſed in 
the ſnares of Satan, If all thoſe, who at this preſent 
might be taxed for their tongues, ſhould loſe the 


uſe thereof, the world would be repleniſhed with 79 ment. It is praRtiſed with as much boldneſs,as a man 


dumb men , but the evil Spirir handleth his buſineſs 
much otherwiſe then the Fowlers, Theſe catch Birds 


4 


be the Sacrificer in the Temple of Truth, If at this 
day the like Inquifition ſhould be made, 1 much 
fear the Altar of Verity would rather be without a 
Prieſt,then the Shrine of Lies without Victims. Little 
Children, in their beginning, praftiſe this Trade , 
the ſpirit of Impoſture openerh! the way unto them 
by the tongue, making hom in Lies to find the key 
of all Vices. In ſpeaking falſely one is ſo accuſtomed 


Lying the 
; ; _ key of; 
to lying, that he liveth therein, as in his proper ele- vic:. 


would deſire adyantage to defend a juſt Verity : the 
ordinary procceding of theſe counterteit ſpirits will 


make 
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make us henceforth believe, that to aſſure a thing 
with ſo much confidence is to affirmit is falſe, 

Lies are moſt eſpecially every where predominant 
inprattlings,and flatteries, which in my opinion are 
come to the height of extremiry,ſo exorbitant they 
are, And it is no wonder, ſince the ſpirits of men are 
ſo diſpoſed thereunto, that thoſe, which have loſt all 
the marks,and impreſſions of Virtue, will yet retain 
thetribute, which is praiſe, They ſee themſelves vo- 


Imperti- 
nent 
pcaitle, 


Part 1, 
in appearance are diſſolved by a little freedom of a 
friend. Then it is nothirg ſtrange, if prating, and 
intemperance of ana A in ſuch force, ſince the 
ſoft temper of ſpirits of this Time cannot endure 
any the leaſt liberty of ſpeech. As we are exceſ- 
ſive in praiſes, ſo we hold no meaſure in repre. 
henfion. Thoſe, who are abſolutely ſen{.ble ot the 
touches of horour,and cannot tolerare a truth,think 
that all other are inſenſible : ſo prodigal they are of 


luntarily to babble, and ſelt-love bath veiled their 10 another man's fame. They cut, carve,chop with the 


eyes with ſo groſs an ignorance, that they may do 

 _ ir with much impudence, and yet it ſeem modeſty, 
bcc yroerg The maledi&tion, pronounced by the Prophet Zz:- 
vills ſub chiel againſt thoſe, who have little pillows of all ſorts 
mm .ce* for the nice to lean upon, may now well be renew- 
ed, never hath there been ſo many flatteries ſeen, 
Harrery/?- The children of Great menare ſoothed by all kind 
Great men Of tongues, and made drunk with their praiſes, be- 


from their fgre they be throughly awakened, and ſeeing they 


' 


cradle. 


truth is propoſed them, a Phenix is brought from 
the other world. Servile ſouls, which bend them- 
ſelves like the Fiſher's angling-line, ſeeing their pre. 
ferment dependeth upon their impertinent prating, 
and that the Altars of this falſe greatneſs will be 
ſerved with ſuch ſmoak, ſpare it no more then one 
would water in a River. You ſhall find few,or none, 
that will tell the Ape he is an Ape, this liberty of 
ſpeech is extant in Hiſtories, but not at all in our 


tongue on every ſide, and you may tind a Feaft, 
where more raw Fcfſh is devoured,then either boil- 
ed, or roſted. Calumny doth ar this preſent re- ca'umny. 
ſemble the tail of the «corpion, which either [ting- 
eth, or ever is ready to transfix , it hath never been 
ſeen more fiercely inflamed. 1t is the wourd of Frogs 
deſcribed in Exodzs. It was a great ſcourge to be- Yon 
hold theſe ugly creatures iſſuing out of Ni/zs,to go gonoun- 


crawling up and down the ſilken furnitures, and ON 
gypri. 


are always bred in curioſity, it ſcemeth, when any 20 golden plate of Pharaoh, as well as over the poor $1ander. the 


cottages of Beggars. Anda greater puniſhment it js woun4 of 
at this day, to hear theſe {landerous tongues pour ***** 
forth their venom upon all ſorts of perſons, and to 

aſſail as well the Mirers, the Diadems, and Scarlcr, 

as the ruſſet Coat. Every one ſheweth the ſtroaks of 
calumny,every one, demanding Oil,and Balm for his 
wounds,doth notwithſtanding covertly hold a ſharp 

Lancet to wound another's eltimation. The honour F4'i De- 


clamar. 


of Magiſtrates, of Ladies, of, young Virgins, many þ.;;,» 


maners. The Gout ſeeketh out the houſes of -rich Zo times moſt innocent, is not ſpared, molt faith{all fer- bmararm 


voluptuous men, and Flattery the manſions of the 
eminent : that isit, which the Wiſe-man would ſay 
—_ 30- inthe Proverbs,according to the Original Tranfla- 
n6bus Y:i- tion, The Hebrews literally underitand it by the 
tur.G-m- Apes, which Solomon cauſed to be tranſported by 
mibus Sea; with thoſe Apescame Flatterers, and Buffoons 
to the Court of this great King, which was the be. 


Regs. 
42e- ce Pinning of his unhappineſs. Thoſe which flatter,and 


the Court 


of Solomon, thoſe which willingly are flattered, are much of the 
nature of the Ape, and all this tattle of Court is in- 49 the ears of the hearer. They are two ſundry winds, vis bre: 


deed a meer Apiſhneſs. Behold, why that learned 
Faiv: in Prelate Fairs, whoſe Manu-ſcripts have very lately 
Mavpn'o. been extracted out of Libraries, doth molt natively 
repreſent this verity unto us under the veil of a 
Fiction ! 

He feigneth two men, the one an extreme Flat- 
terer,the other juſt, and a Truth-ſpeaker, came to 
lodg in the houſe of an old Ape, at that time encom- 
paſſed with a plentifull race. The Ape asked of the 
Flatterer what opinion he had of him. This man,ac. 
commodating himſelf ro the time, gave him many 
ſpecious praiſes, ſaying, he was a vermilion Roſe, 
and thoſe that environed him were the leaves, that 
be wasa Sun, and thoſe that were about him were 
the rays ; that he wes as valiant as a Lion, ard all his 
off- ſpring was a race of young Lions. Behold, faith 
the Ape, it is well, and commanded a preſent to be 
given him. When it came to the truth- ſpeaker's turn 
to ſay ſomewhat, he revolved with himſelf, chat he 


A pretty 
tale of an 
Ape, 


vitours are traduced by the wiles of calumny , men Wn”, 
are bold to ſpeak any thing, ſince many are willing gud ſemper 
ro believe all. Yerily behold the greateſt malignity, > = 7 Sg 
that can be in the minds of men, Which is that they are qum;, & 
pleaſed to diſſumble an evil; and that, which hath xo «ar 
. . nem ſummit 
fexnadation of verity, findeth colour, and conntenance py Ws 
from the month of a Caltummiatour., Two evil ſpirits quidgnie 
ordinarily "breath out Calumny : the one planteth "2 <** ox 
: ) - fs P veritate. 


himſelf in the conove of the detraRour,the other in Two pe- 
vils breath 

whereof the one cometh from the gate, the other junry. 
from the window. When they toſs this Tennis-ball 
one to another, you ſee terrible ſport, 

Aﬀer Calumny cometh likewiſe Scoffing, with 
immodeſt, and wicked words, which are alſo put 
into the mouths of lictle children to make them wit- 
ty, and pleaſing. The little creatures do not yer 
know, whether they have a tongue, or no, and we 


perceive they already are initiated in the work of Scoffiog, 
tne Nar- 


50 Satan. This ſpirit of icoffing, and impurity, which j;* a . 


pleaſeth it ſelf with uncleanneſs of Language, is a Atkeitm. 
harbenger of Atheiſm,that marketh him our a lodg- 
ing , and as it is ſaid, that the Sea- Rat goeth before 
the Whale, in the ſame maner, groſs, and ſenſeleſs 
impiety,ſuch asit is, maketh uſe 1 know not of what 
'kird of filly ſcoffing ſpirits, which are taken to be 
the wiſe of the world, under the colour rhar they can 
compoſe ſome bald £onner, whileſt they themſelves 


readily give the word when to laugh at it. Theſeare Buſfoone, 
4 tac Flies 


could not tell a Lie, that his nature was always to be 60 the curioſities, the entertainments, the Idols of of Egypr 


true, that if his companion had a reward for telling 
aLie, by much more reaſon he ſhould be welcome 
delivering the Truth. He thereupon freely ſaid to 
him, he was an Ape, and all thoſe that attended him 
were Apes like himſelf , for which cauſe the Apes, 
provoked, aſſailed him fiercely with their teeth, and 
nails; Behold the condition of this Age ! we cannot 
brook a truth, our ears being always ſtopped with 
perfumed words, entertained with falſe praiſes, and 


meetings. Aarcn,ſtriking the duſt with his rod, made xxod.s.27 
Flies to ſpring up, the greateſt ſcourge of Zeypt x 1 

cannot tell who it is, that hath ſtirred the aſhes of 
Robelais, nor who hath been verſed in this putre. 

faction : but by a manifeſt vergeirce from Heaven, 

we daily behold new vermine to ariſe, which endea- 

vour to gnaw, and diſſipate all that which hath ary 

piety, or-fear of God in Chriſtianity. 


Blind creatures,you knov7 not the evil,and there- 4-7. in 
(al. 99. 


ſervile complacences. Truth findeth no admitrance, 49 fore you make no accompt to correct it : you find 4 ary 


and,if happily ſhe hit uponit, her words are thorns, 
they tear the skin, The moſt indiſſoluble friendſhips 


—- 


not what to reprehend therein, bur God will fird ,,j...:. 


for what to deſtroy you. You have thorns in the »«» cegn0- 
middeſt 


ls fif.4a 


* 4" pierce you even to the drawing of blood, Take 
<«,c19: arq; away the ſolaces of a Pagan, and preſent to God the 
= alacriry of Chriſtians, know you not, that the 

Graſhoppers of the Apocalyps have the viſage of a 
w Dev; in- Virgin, and the tail of a' Scorpion? All theſe taunts 
ve and fcoffs have the ſeeming apparence of genero- 


Sed ramen ſity, but the poiſon is in the tail, 
END Behold in part the diſorders, which at this day 


{* q4429-% madeſt of your feaſts and recreations, which will 
al 


atvertat, 


weſcunt 
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49 
he goeth to the judgment of God to receive the re- 


ward of his wickedneſs. St. Clement witnefleth,that s Clement 
this is the dodrine of St. Peter, who diſtinguiſherh £?'**- 


acob, 


two ſorts of homicides : The one of the hand, the $un 19wi- 
other of the tongue , bath puniſhable with one and £4 7 


; ; Foves fra- 
the ſame pain. There is no other remedy but nt 


take away brotherly hatred by charity ,and ſerious- ſunt hom 
| 1 ak Hetr 4- 
ly bridle this untamed tongue, untill it be maſtered, $/*-e 


(Fores £9+ 


As for the ſcoffing tongue, it proceedeth from a rm. 


naſcr ſpme proceed from three ſorts of tongues, the vain, the | g ridiculous ſoul, light, feeble, and languiſhing in the Pane of 


m_ reproachtull, the ſcoffing , without ſpeaking at all of 
2, Oaths, perjuries, blaſphemies, which have the lan- 
jubilationem guage of Hell, What a deluge of corruption ifſueth 
phys oe trom one ſmall member of man ? Alas ! what re- 
"Deo, medy is there for all this, jt being one of the greateſt 
jublarne gbitacles of ſalvation, and Chriſtian perfection ? 
kemedice, The miſchief is not onely in the rongue, it is in 
the hearr, and thereto remedy muſt be apphed, 


conſidering both the deformity, and puniſhment of 


mus De». 


reliſhes of God , and if -it further paſs on to mock aaa 
at things ſacred,it is a bud of the ſame impiety. Such 
Goblins, and prattling Devils are not commonly 
cured by reaſon , their hearts are worm-caten, and 
become rotten with infidelity ; they are the Sons of 
Cham,(unbridled,and difſolute creatures)which will 
fall into a thouſand diſaſters in this lite, if they do 
not powerfully amend themſelves, and ſhall in the 
other world tind a heap of anger and vengeance for 


the like vices. The vain tongue, which is praiſed in ,, puniſhment of their crimes. Their laughter is the 


babble, lics, Alatteries, and 1mpertinent chatter, or- 
dinarily proceedeth from a flight,ſhallow,jdle ſpirir. 
As itis ſlight, it is full of foppery , as ſhallow, it is 
ſervilely ſubjet to complacence , as idle, it ſeekerth 
employment in vanity, not being able to find itin 
virtue, This intemperance of tongue is an effectof il- 
governed idlcneſs, and there it 15 wherethe ſearing 
Iron muſt Le applied to make it a ſerious ſoul, much 
pleaſed with entertainments worthy of a man, able 


to reſiſt idle toys, and to ſettle it in a firm poſture, 39 


in good employments, to the end it may have no 

leiſure to diffuſe it ſelf in vain ſuperfluities, The 

Lips of rn* lips of the Bride (as St. Thomas notably obſerveth) 
$ Thin Are Compared to carration-Ribband, to inform us 
Cant. 4 that the Ribband ſerves women to bind up their 
jm ey hair, and that diſcretion of lips ought to tie up our 
wccine+ 1a- thoughts, leſt they be ſcattered in a thouſand tollies 
+:4 44. * of ſpeech. St. Ambroſe interpreting theſe words of 
the Wiſe-man, Seps poſſeſsionem tram ſpins (which 

' admoniſhto make an hed 
Poſe/191%% heritance) faith : We have not any better poſſeſſion 
ef: aurwm then our ſoul, no better gold then our heart,no bet- 
mw =, terfilver thenour words, it is about this treaſure 


«gent We ought to make our wall, Rivers are tributaries 
rm «- tothe Ocean for all their drops of water, and you 


74, atthelaſt judgment of God for every word. Is not 
Ambr.1.. this worthy of a little conſideration to ſtay a vain 
—_— tongue ? 

From As for the reproachfull, the one proceedeth from 
ona M a very ſtupid, and groſs inconſideration, from an ill 
proceed: liberty, from a dangerous cuſtom, which maketh 


eth, that one ſometimes ſlandererh noc purpoſely, and 
this muſt be correRed by prudence, and carefull ob- 
ſervation : the other taketh birth from an enraged 
ſoul, full of gall and acrimony, which cafterh its 
froth out by the the tongue, finding torment and 
puniſhment in another's happineſs, and ſearching 
out its contentment inthe diminution thereof; bur 
it there-encountereth a new torture, beholdins its 
reproaches are as the foam of the Sea, which beatech 
on the foot of rocks,and flieth not to the ſteepy top. 
Hotrour of Great minds diflipate Calumnies by the innocency 
Calum". of their life, as the cryſtal current of Rivers carry 
along the ſmall flying duſt. All the arrows of re- 
proach return upon the Calumniatour, who often- 
times liveth in this world as a ſolitary Wolf, tor- 
mented with a thouſand moxtal affrighrments of a 
wicked Conſcience, which make him to begin his 
Hell in this world,and finiſh it in the other withour 
end. For what mercy can there be for a Calumnia- 
rour,who dieth in obloquies? $0 many reproaches 
are many man-ſ[aughters wherewich(all bloody) 


crackling of thorns, or ſongs of Snails in the flames. 

Hy (O Noble men) ſuch plagues, and well remem. }9""e 
ber what a great Perſon ſaid : That your tongue is ory of the 
as the incenſory of the Divinity. Uſe the matter fo, P\wmity: 
that your words may be preſented to the throne of 


God, as the true perfume of Heaven. 


The eighth O Bs TACL , 
Curioſity in the reſentment of Afſronts and 


Diſpraces, 


A S men- are allured by vain praiſes, and bath 

themſelves in flatteries as in Roſe-water, fo ,» 
are they extremely ſenſible of affronts, whether 
they are real diſgraces, or have no ſubſiſtence at all 
bur in the imagination, One cannot touch this ſtring 
of point of Honour ſofſlightly, but it will eccho 
forth ſome ſound. The leaſt word of diſdain raiſeth Aerre'ne 


mn of AF- 


a ſtorm in themind, a diſgrace is a clap of thunder, fron. 


g of thorns about our In- 4q and one ſcornfull countenance of a Prince breedeth 


more fear ard terrour then a Cannon, Theſe world. 

ly reſpe&s cauſe a main impediment in the exerciſe 

of virtue, and a foul, which ſhall feed it ſelf with 

ſuch appreherſions, ſhall always live in fetters. It is 

go00d to obſerve the cauſes and remedies there- 

of, to draw conſolation from thence. 

You (O Noble men) apprehend injuries, oblo. Xrve's, 

ww, and diſpraces; from whence, fuþpoſe you, {1 


avifis ani, 


o theſe apprehenſions proceed ? Of too much feli. » 94/41" 


50 city ill-digeſted., You have.a ſtomach of paper decaFs, OP 


» felices inte 


which can congb& nothins, it is ſo incbriated with dwr. 
the taſtfull ſweetneſs of ſome never-cealing proſpe- Fam... 
rities, that with the leaſt diſguſt it is overthrown : this vice- 
and yet, notwithſtanding, to live now a-days in the ne\s p'0- 
world, you muſt procure an Oftriche's ſtomach, Ten 
who fwalloweth even Iron it ſelf. 

Secondly, this proceedeth from a fpirit proud, 
and elate, We obſerye that thofe, who upon all oc- 


caſions are ready to give affronts, are moſt tender 


60 in receiving any. Ly cut a large thong out of 


another man's leather, but if you prick them never 

ſo little, you even pull their skin over their ears, Ic 

is the courſe, which was noted in the monſter of Na- 

ture, Caligzla : He had a tongue unbridled to ſroff caligats n 

indifferently at all kind of objets Ifany man chal- = Pom" 

lenged him for it, he was enragedly offended, Fereiidarum 
Thirdly, theſe affronts oft-rimes are ſuch as our <onwnos 

fantaſies make them , if we help them not out with {!!, «:... 


_ " SA 
18715, j++ 


our opinions, their arrow entereth not to make an <4 


70 an affront. We muſt believe ir to be ſuch, other- '"* 


wiſe all injuries are but as ſtones caſt into the wind, * 
which have no force, Iris recounted, that Corzelic; 


a Senn. 


»\© 
a Senatour ſhed many rears in full Senate, when 
Sence. De {arbalo called him bald Oftrich. Seneca admired, that 
Con.  ſucha man, whoinall things elſe bad ſhewed him- 
<amelu: de- ſelf moſt couragiouſly oppolite ' againſt other inju- 
"a. ries, loſt his conſtancy tor one ridiculous Saying, 
which might have been ſmothered in laughter, 
whence it firſt rook birth , becauſe rhis blow was ra- 
ther given kim by his own imaginarion, then by the 
tongue of his enemy. 
Fourthly, this niceneſs in the reſentment of inju- 
4 cv ries ordinarily taketh irs being from a ſoft and effe- 
ma. & »u- Minate ſpirit, which knoweth nor what ag affront is, 
tebru impie and had great need to encounter ſome true and real 
li/cevrencia, FDINB, that it may no more become haughty with 
vain ſhadows, This is it, which moſt judiciouſly that 
great Oracle of Latin: Philoſophy hath obſerved, 
For remedy to this obſtacle 1 will produce two ve» 
ry conſiderable things. 
The firſt is, That if a genecous heart could onee 


Nimio ofts 
mgento na- 


Remedies. 


might be drawn from affronts, were to ſcorn them, 
and that ſuch is the maner. of all great ſpirits, he 
would make unto himſelt a buckler of Diamond 
againit all theſe petty interiour diſturbances. Now, [ 
affirm all the greatneſs of a fair ſoul,ft to have hea- 
ven for a Th:atre of its actions, ſhould reſolve todo 
good, and ſuffer ill : to know not onely how to tole- 
Auzut.in TALE An ingratitude,but how to faſten benefits, Saint 
Pla. 93. Anguſtine upon the ninety third Pſalm proveth this 
a. verity untous by a fine Induction, which he draweth 

* Injuries (faith he) are daily done 


The ſtudy 
of great 
Souls 
ſhould be 
todo good 
and \uffec 
wrong. 


cw dicuwr, from the Stars, 
_ fete, *© to the Stars, One faith, Behold the Star of Mer- 
eſt. &gills ** cury, behold Satzry : is it not then a great wrong 
Sarw'® © to theſe beaurifull Stars, enchaſed by the hand of 
oy "*. *Godintheazure vault of the heavens,to put them 

** into the poſſeſſion of I know not what kind of pet. 
* ty pilferer, or of an old dotard,who is ſaid to have 
** devoured his own children? Theſe Stars, which 
*areas it were the eys of the Omnipotent, to be» 


wit 1anta 
convitia 2 
n69q!114 
moveniney 2 
num-y1u1d 
non exers 


ent u:/us ** hold all that which paſſeth here below, 
ſwr? Sic & * offended with the injuries, which men dothem ? 
pomonqut #* © Have they ever turned our of the way for that ? 
natione per- y Y ; al * 
verſa, & Have they ever loſt one ſole ſtep of their regular 
tortucſa has © . y 
let crbum ,, Motion ? No aſſuredly. $0 you (O Noble men) 
Dei, ficas ©* whom God hath placed in the ſphere of greatneſs 
lun? «C - P - q . 
rg ** **to enlighten men,what importeth ir;you, if a per- 
ut * verſe ard wayward people {lander your reputati» 
cc y , 

on ? Never ſhall you be great,if you know not the 

**© way of doing well, and ſuffering ill. Do: like the 


«&'v. 


10 


be perſwaded, that the moſt noble revenge, which 20 and you ſo much love greatneſs, why do you not ra- 
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with which God for bis imitation impreſſeth all 

Noble and Great ſpirits.See(I pray you) what reme- Admirabls 
dy King David uſed againſt the malevolent tongue of 0477a. 
ot Shemesi : he fled from an unnatural Son, and in 2 Reg.rs. 
flying fell into the violence of an enraged tongue, 
which darted againſt him ſhafts of fire;and transfix- 
ed him even to the heart. Behold his Captains rea- 
dy to pull him down, like Maſtives. But David re« 
plied! No, [ will that he live,and What kyow you,whe- 
they this be not a powerfull trial from the Divine Proe 
vidence, who hath ſent this man for an exerciſe of vir- 
tue? MyGed, O that onely the odonr of my ſacrifice 
might aſcend even to thy Altars ! Saint Ambroſe ad... 4e9! 
mirech ſo much this greatneſs of courage, that he 9 9.5% 
crieth our: O profound wiſdom! O bottomleſs patience) prodemia 1 
O What an invention it is, to ſwallow one miſchief, and h o -varape 
endure another\David made as it were a _ of the 0 deveran. 
reproaches ofShemei,for the wound which his parricide ** 0mm 
Son fixed in his heart. If Great men govern thus, 


Ambroſ. 
Apol.1, de 


melia £ran. 
de inven« 
twn ! Ecce 
verborum 


ther imitate them, then play the filly Mouſe, ſeeking ,,,,m., 
to bite that which roucheth you,and drenching your porricids 
ſelves every time in a glaſs of water, engulph your {© <- 
ſelves with ſadneſs in the leaſt petty injury ? _ 
The ſecond thing is,always to have an aſſured re- Retrear 
treatin your heart, andin the ſweetneſs of a good #39. the 
conſcience. When a diſgrace happeneth to you, you inafroms, 
arelike an unfeathered Bird ſhamefac'd,and deject- 
ed, for that you bave believed with confidence that 


30 all theſe loans of Fortune were your own, You are 


like a Jack-daw, trimmed up with the feathers of 
many Birds, you have moſt imprudently thought in 
your heart that al! theſe garniſhments were of your 
own body, and have negleRed to make true and 
natural wings for your ſelf, When the Birds come 
to peck at you, and take away their own feathers on 
all iides,you then diſcover your ignominious naked- 
nels; bur had you preſerved the plumage, which Na- 
ture preſented to you, you had taken a ſtrong and 


are they 40 confident flight, even tothe Temple of repoſe, not 


caring for theſe borrowed feathers, nor all theſe filly 
ſcriches of theſe fluttering,and unruly Birds. What 
a goodly Theatre is a good conſcience? And what a 
beautifull Arcenal is it to have ſtill the Arms of vir. 
tuein a readineſs ? A good man goeth our of theſe 
extrinſecal favours, and all this ſpecious train of for- 
tune, as a fair Jewel,drawn out of a caſe. True it is, 
the caſe thereof may ſeem rich, and well adorned 
with mean and ſlight embroideries, but it ſelf is far 


Greatneſs 
of an ho- 
neft man. 


* Sun, and Stars, ſhine, and glitter in the firmamenc 5o more reſplendent then all that oſtent. Our eyes do 


** of ſanity, and give detratious tongues leavein 
** the mean time to lick up duſt, Saint (priay, 
in the Treatiſe which he compoſed Of Patience, 
mounteth yet a little higher, and after Tertalliay 

rtinently declareth, that Patience 1n injuries is a 
ray of Divinity, and the true virtue of Nobility, 
What patience it is in God, ſo many Ages, to have 
ſuffered Temples of idols,ereRed to the contempt of 
his name? To make days and times ſtill to circum- 


Cyprien.De 
Tatientia, 
Eft n6%15 
ru De? 
IlnTixHs com: 
murents inde 
patientia n- 
cipit , imds 
claritas Ce 
Jiss, & at - 
gnitas caput 
[umite 
Patience 
the nature 
of God. 


on a ſaffron robe, Grapesto ripen, the Elements ro 
ſerve,and hold total nature in breath, tor a thouſand 
and a thouſand ſacrifices to hell? To caſt flowers 
from heaven with a bounteous hand upon contuma- 
cious heads, who well deſerve the ſtroke of the thun- 
der-bolt > What patience is it in the Saviour of the 
world to behold the Sun eclipſed, all che Stars ro put 
on mourning weeds, the _ frame of this Uni- 
verſe to be troubled both above, and beneath his 


Croſs and he in the mean time to remain affixed mn 70 the alt waters liveth with the dew 


the chair of patience without motion ? 
This magnanimity in injuries is the true tamp 


ſo overwhelming a mulcitude of affairs, foldeth ir 


not penetrate ſufficiently through this trim of the 
world's greatneſs. It is a golden veil, which may as 
well cover ſnow, as _ as ſoon as this caſe is 
taken away the radiance of this Jewel is beheld in 
the day's' brightneſs, gay ſhining with the 
rays of aconſtant equality of ſpirit, of an invincible 
patience, and with an ineſtimable meekneſs of hearc 
towards all the world. Happy night of diſgrace, 
thou haſt not darkned this fair Star, but rather made 


volve,rivers to glide,winds to blow, Autumn to put 69 it appear ſuch as it was, 


One of the greateſt Wits, that ever was under . Auret. 
heaven,the Emperour Antcninus,in the fourth Book (4mm. 
which he wrote Of his own life, fo much commendeth 2 jua. 
the retirement,which a wiſe man maketh within him- _ 
ſelf, that he afſureth us, that in all the Palaces, Gar- R*cions 
dens, Orchards, Delicacies of all the ego the the Soul. 
world, there is nothing ſo dclightfull as the houſe of 
a good conſciexce. There it is where man is in- 
volved in his little ſhell, and retiring bimſelf out of 
heaven, there 
it is where the ſoul, which was wholly ſcattered in 


ſelf 


Book 2. 


ſuck in its own ſap, there it is, where it accommo- 

dateth, and prepareth its Hive, as a buſie Bee, and 

endeayoureth to gather its Hony , there it is, where 

it entereth into a new world, an intelligible world,a 

©... peaceable world,a world ſmiling with ſweet ſerenity 

Wh «er of air,and radiant lights,as faith St.Cyprian. There it 
quidiſerena Of air,and radiant lights,as Jprian. It 

remperies 1s, that we pals into the ſociety of ſo many eminent, 

,, and admirable Perſonages, who have flouriſhed in 

rutilans, 

could, and receiving ill from the ungratetull with a 

pleaſing countenance, no more troubling themſelyes 

then doth the Sun ro behold the clouds which he 

hath drawn out of the mire,and fens of the carth,to 

make him a ſcarfof. He knoweth he ſhall ever have 

the upper hand and that they may take from him the 

aſpect of mortal eyes, but cannot deprive him of his 

Temple of Qyyn light, Itis in this Temple of repoſe, where we 

repoic*  beholdall the Saints, as Eagles in a ſtorm, ſfurcharged 
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ſelf within it ſelf, there it is, where it beginneth to _ 


the memory of all Ages, doing all the =_ they 10 


grace | May we not well ſay, we have great need of ” 
afiQtions, which might a little inſtruct us to imitare 

the lives of Saints? For it is undoubted, we putri- 

fie with long proſperities, as ina dead Sea, which 
produceth nothing. It is neceſſary, that God ſtrike, 
and then; as Jonathan, we ſhall open our eyes, and 
ſuck in Hony from the end of the rod which ſcourg- 

eth us, when in the chaſtiſement of a father we ſhall 
find the conſolation of true children, 


Theninth OBs TACLE, 
Carnal Love. 


F F at any time the powerfull and health-piving 

| handot the Angel Raphel were neceſlary in the 
world, not tocure the eyes with the Gall of a Fiſh, 
but totie and bind up in the deſerts this looſe and 
wanton ſpirit of carnality, which the Scripture cal- 
leth Aſmodeze, it is principally in this Age, that we 


with ſufferings, bur made invincible with the Arms 20 have great need thereof, wherein diſhoneſt and in- 


of Patience. We behold one afflicted in the loſs of 
his goods, another in the death of his kindred, ano- 
ther in his own body,another in his reputation, ano- 
.therinall, whom tribulation tormenterh in all his 
members, All that is mortal ſhrinketh under inju- 
ries ; but all theſe arrows go no further then to the 
ſuperticies of the skin; and touch not the conſtancy 
of a well-compoſed mind, which feerh them fall un» 
der his teer. O what greatneſs ! O what felicity ! 


temperate vice reigneth ſo prodigiouſly, that ir 
ſeemeth not willing to make of the reſt of this whole 
Univerſe but one Element of Fire. A/modexs at this Triumph 
time triumpherh,and boaſterh, his Chariots covered 9% 
with Laurel, to the weeping eyes of Chaſtity : his _ 
Horſes curyet, and bound without bridle, and with 
unſpeakable infolence he daily tranſporteth an in- 

finite number of ſouls to Hell.1f you defire to know 

the equipage of his dereſtable Chariot, St. Beruard $99 


Serm. 39» 


Certain ambitious Kings have ſought the way to 3o will tell it you, and you in his Diſcourſe may ob- ia (antics 


build an heaven on earth; as Coſrces King of Ferſt a, 
who cauſed a Palace to be built like a Heaven, which 
had the garniſhment of a Sun, of a Moon, and Stars 
artificially counterfeited : he alſo made below, rain 
to pour down,winds to blow, tempelts to rage, he in 
this celeſtial Throne beheld radiant beams over his 
head, and all this noiſe and clamour under his feet. 
That, which this Monarch did for meer vanity, you 
may put in praRice by a moſt ſolid verity. You may 


ſerve thecauſes,which produce and cheriſh Luxury, 5 <wivns 

that you may hereafter apply profitable and con- | 

venient remedies. 
The Chariot of A/medexs is a Chariot of fire, His cha- 

from whence on all ſides the ſparkles of concupi- "*: 

ſcence flie to enflame unchaſte hearts. This is not a 

common fire, but a fire enkindled with the flames of 

Hell, the very image of that which devoureth dam» 

ned ſouls, ceaſeleſly burning without diminution, 


PS 


for the preſent, with the exerciſe of Prayer, the grace zo giving nouriſhment to its ardours with its proper 


of Sacraments,and a generous contempt of all which 
is without you, raiſe a heavenly Temple of repoſe, 
and tranquillity,where you ſhall nor fear the bitings 
of Calumny, nor the mutations of the world, © A 
Pagan, amidſt the burning ruins of his City, un- 
ſhearhed ſwords, blood, and maſſacres, when the 
rave Temple fell upon their Gods, and all was in confulſi- 
words of on, could ſay : *©* Behold me eſcaped from the ruins 


Stilpyo, cc . : 
Erepſi & 1u- of my houſe, from the fires which ſhined on all 


damages.” The firſt wheel of the Chariot (faith this 14;, whee!; 
great Saint) is called Gonrmandize , the ſecond, Ti- 

tillation of the fleſh , the third, Exceſs in apparel ; 

the fourth, 7d/eneſs : which undoubtedly are the 

four Vices,that ſerve as principal inſtruments to this 
loathſom Devil,and very well are termed the zheels 

of. his Chariot. Ir is faid the Chariot of War is 

moved with two arms, one of Iron, and the other 

of Silver ; but this of Aſmodens rollech abour the 


jus ders, ** (ides, I have found my way through blood, and 50 arms of Ceres, and Bacchns. 


& incendus © flames; I know not what is become of my Daugh- 


dique X 
:luceni> © ters, perhaps there is ſomewhat worſe put upon 
is , x» © themthen the ſwordor fire : behold mealone,de- 
ammas, 


Rb a {poiled of all my goods, and now become old, all 
nem ſ#gi : ©* hoſtilities raging round about me. Hap what hap 
ary” og ** may, I have whatſoever I at any time poiſeſled : 
babear, an ©* fOr 1 never eſteemed any thing mine own but my 
pejor publico ** felf, Demand of rich men where their poſſeſſions 


rEjoTrO, [ , yy 1 
4 pond ** are? Of the voluptuous, where their loves > Of 


Gourmandize is attended by the wanton plea- 
ſures of the body: theſe pleaſures then,which ſhould 
be ſtifled with hair-ſhirts, and ſack-cloth, are in- 
volved in Linen, and <carlet, in ftead of ready 
ſhaking off theſe ſparkles, they are fomented, and 
waſted in a lazy and idle life. Behold how fin paſſeth 
along. To this Chariot Horſes, and Coach-man are mis horſes 
neceſſary. St. Bernard appointeth onely two,where- 
of one is called Proſperity,the other Abandazce.From 


beftiia cir- © the uſurers where their accompts? Of the ambi- 60 this time forward A/modens becomes a much greater 
ca me ommna <C 


RES tious,where their Court ? Allthat is loſt to them, 
beo quid- becauſe they thought it their own, becauſe they 
wn holgM : preſently ſought ir in the aſhes of their City i As 
ail quid. for my felf, 1 will find all my poſſeſſions, and all 
quan me ** my delights in the peace of my heart, An Infi- 
par "* cel to ſay, and rodo all that, yet we, after ſo many 
precepts bf the eternal Wiſdom, ſo many Sermons, 
ſo many exhortations, ſo many ſupports, ſo many 
helps, ſo many examples, ſo many promiſes, ſo ma- 


Lord, heaugmenteth his train, harnefling alſo two 
other Horſes, whereof the one is called Liberty, and 
the other Impadexce. Profperity, always ſmiling, 
doth nothing but daily breath out, and evaporate 
new delights. Abundance ſupplieth him with all 
which is needfull tor the entertainment of this ra- 
venous Beaſt, although ſhe cannot diſcharge all the 
expenſes thereof, ſo inſatiable ſhe is. The liberty of 
entertainments and converſation ceaſeth not perpe- 


ny recompenſes, ſo many obligations, and ſo many +9 tually to blow the fire. If there be any ſhread of the 


neceſſities, which force us thereunto, ſtill to be cu- 
ri0us, and not to be able to tolerate one (illy dif- 


veil of ſhamefac'dnes as yet banging about the 
brows, impudence tearethit away.All this equipage 1s 
G 2 lead 
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HisCoach- Jead along by a wicked Coach-man, which is called 


man. The forgetfulneſs of God. Then good leifureis had to 

D& inme- Tun jk Cn | into the demeniah abyſs. 

or wap Certain brave ſpirits of the world, purſuing as it 

5 onatis, WEre this way Of Saint Bernard, to figure out a ſpi- 

ot 1ncon- ritual thing by corporal repreſentations, have builr 

nancy the Palaceof falſe love, (the plague, and frenzy of 
the ſoul) with admirable art. This Palace is all built 


on hopes : the ſtairs are of Ice,made in ſuch maner, 


7.0 


IX. Obſtacle. Carnal Love. Part 1, 


but alſo engulpheth it in an ation ſordid, blockiſh, 

brutiſh, reputed ſo unworthy, that the Scripture dif- 
daineth to name it. St. Epiphanims,ſearching out the Epiphen. 
cauſe why the Holy Text maketh no mention of the "30h 
Genealogie of Melchiſedech,bringeth a reaſon from 

the Hebrews, which affirms this eminent man to be 

born ofurchaſte Parents,as aroſe from thorns, and 

that the Scripture uſeth not to name ſuch men ,in 
deteſtation of their ſin. And verily you ſee the pra- 


that he, who moſt aſcendeth, moſt deſcendeth , the 1 © Rice herepf. In Genefs, Noe abſtained from m—_— Gene. 9. 


Halls, Chambers,and Ward-robes,are all furniſhed, 
and hanged with idleneſs, dreams, deſires, and in- 
conſtancies , the Seats and Chairs are made of falſe 
contentments. It hath afMiRion,torment,and fraud, 
for Engineers ; uncertainty, fear, falſe opinion, and 
court of diſtruſt for Guard, All this Court is compoſed of 
Aſmtew. heartleſs, ſoft,and effeminate men,which are,and are 
not, His Chancellour,ſfurmize; his Councellours, [y- 
ing,and deceit ; the Steward of his houſhold, fuſpici- 


on ; his viands,apparences his drink, forgettulneſs , > 


his Chamber-waiters, laughter,and babble , his mu- 
ſick, ſighs,deſpairs,and revenges. Do you not behold 
a brave Prince > But without amuzing our ſelves 
with all theſe inventions of the brain, I ſay the 
greateſt obſtacle, which may be imagined, to ſeclude 
us from the happy acceſs to life eternal, is to reſign 
our heart asa prey into the power of this brutiſh 
= by paſſion, The reaſon is moſt evident, becauſe it is a 


"x 4 true mark of reprobation,and we ſee by experience, 


AſalcdiFus 


of Cham, though it were tocurſe him, it ſeemeth ©,,nau. 


this name of a Son, marked out by theſe deport- 
ments of filthy fin, would defile the maledicion it 
ſelf, if it had been pronounced, For the ſame reaſon 
the Tribe of Simeon is not numbered, when queſtion 
is made of bleſſing the Parriarchs in Dexteronomie , 
becauſe from this Line iſſued that wicked Prince, g,,.:; 
who ſinned with the Midianiteſs. In the New Teſta= * 
ment, in the Genealogie of the Son of God, Bath. Eaque fuir 
ſreba is not called by her own name, but by her /**: 
husband's. Magdalen, in the time of her fin, had no or ppb 
other name bur of a Sinner. It ſeemeth 7/aiah hath Ne» vocati- 
truly propheſied of ſuch voluptuous people : The wn naw 
race of the Wicked ſhall be buried in perpetnal oblivion, pefimeram, 
Some other Interpreters ſubtilizing this paſſage of (538? - 
the fourty eighth Pſalm, Iniquitas calcanti circums- the heel. 
dabit me, ſay, Luxury was called T he Sis of the heel, 
which was not improper : yet not for that reaſon, 
which ſome,in my opinion, have without ground in- 


Deut.33, 


reproba- the ſouls which addi& themſelves to the fin of the 30 vented, affirming there isa vein,which antwereth to 


tow. fleſh,not ſo nuch by frailty,as by profeſſion, become 
wholly carnal, ſtupid, beaſtly, and ordinarily paſs 
© 6ut of this life through the gate of ſome notable dif- 


aſter. 1 will here produce two or three cauſes of the 
undoubted condemnation of this ſin, which ſeem to 
me very powerfull to imprint in the heart of man a 
perpetual averſion, as it were with a branding-iron 


Lajurious of fire. The firſt is. that it 1s injurious to the incarna- 
to me 1 tion of the Son of God. Conſider well what I fay. 


carnation 


the heel,that ſerverh as a fiery match, and incentive 
to luſt : but becauſe this fin is low, and debaſed 
amongſt other vices,as the heel under other parts of 
the body, and in reſpe& it istied to the heels, which 
is to ſay, that leaving high and elevated objes, 
onely worthy of the love of men, as are virtues, and 
graces,it applieth it ſelf to baſeneſs; and beggary,to 
a dung-hill covered with Snow, toa beauty paſling 
away like a dream, and which hath no other cha- 


of the This myſtery of the incarnation,wherewith God put 40 rater of its merir,but the judgment of a mad man, 


Word. on our weakneſs, took fervile fleſh, made himſelf 
our brother, tranſplanted our nature from a barren 
and curſed ſoil, into the delicious habitation of the 
Divinity,is ſo great, ſo majeſtical,ſo marvellous, that 
it enforceth ſilence and admiration in the four quar. 
ters of the world, adoration in Thrones, trembling 
in the Seraphims, bowing in the Heavens, darkneſs, 
terrour, and amazement in all Nature. Now, this 
myſtery being,as it is, in all its height, greatneſs, la- 
ticude, inexplicable profundity, is perſonably be- 
trayed, and diſhonoured by the fin of the fleſh. 
Wherefore ? Becauſe, as St. Pas! ſaith, other fins 
make their ſallies out of the body, but this repoſeth, 

2% ac and ſubſiſteth in the body,in the ſame ſpecitical Na- 

conn ® ture, which God fo puiſſantly, and highly hath ex- 

babwir. au- Alted, that he therein hath confined his whole power 
gu. L* and greatneſs, not being able to create any thing 

_ ©; greater then Man-God. 

Judg what a facrilege it is to do a perſonal af- 


So the Pantofles of 7adith bewitched the eyes of Judith 16. 
Holofernes. This Lady was beautifull as a Star, and S*%« 
adorned as a Temple, yet notwithſtanding this $31 «ju. 
blind lover ſuffered himſelf ro be inconſiderately 
ſurprized with the heels of a woman, to ſhew thar 
luſt is baſe in all its objeRs, and pretenſes. | Behold 
why ſome Sage Hebrews have written, that certain 
Infernal Spirits, remembring themſelves of their an- 
tient Nobility, abhor to tempt men with the fin of 


5o Luxury, asa thing unworthy of their thoughts and 


induſtry,giving this coramiſſion to ſome other more 
groſs Devils, and more terreſtrial, Alaſs ! what 
ſhall we ſay, ifwe go about to plant upon the fore. 
head of a Nature, honourcd with the hypoſtatical 
union of the Word, a fin, which maketh even the 
Devils themſelves to be aſhamed ? May we not well 
ſay, If there be a mark in the world, which plainl 

diſcovereth a reprobare ſoul, it is this, cj: rm 7 
impudently oppoſed to the venerable myltery of 


front ro the moſt immaculate,and moſt virginal fleſh 69 man's redemption ? 


Anguft. Of Feſws,ſitting on the right hand of his Father Erer- 
= verbis nal, in the habilimengs of glory ,, and yer carnal im- 
Serm.1$. purity would, if it my thither the effeRs of 
car 1s malice, Before the Incarnation of the Son of 
cognſce in God.the fins of the fleſh were ſimply fins, but after 
ze Chri- this ineffable union of the Divine Nature with the 
m_ , Humane they became Monſters. And you ſee like- 
—_ ®- wiſe, that the holy Fathers call ſome by this name, 


Concil. and by other terms, full of execration, 


The third reaſon, which” makes us believe this yen of 

diſhoneſt ſin hath great alliance with Hell, is, that Love. 

it carrieth already the marks thereof in this world. 

What are they ? Darkneſs, fire, ſtench,the Worm diſ= 

order. Behold the principal liveries of Hell,all which 

areto be found in the fin of Luxury ! Darkxeſs,be- 

cauſe it maketh the ſoul dark, pro s clouded with 

black vapours of folly, which extinguiſh all the paniet r3. 
radiance of judgment, and very aptly it is ſaid of P*clnave- 


runt oculos 


Ear. 17. The ſecond Reaſon, which much augmenteth the 70 thoſe infamous hre- brands, who ſollicited the chaſte j;,, ; ig. 


Fury of : : k k 
Luſt. - enormity of the ſacrilege is, that not onely ir deba» 


a ſech a Nature,which God hath exalted even to God, 
acc. 


% 


Suſanna, that they turned away their eyes, that they runt Solem, 


| tf; Hier. lib, 
might mt ſee the Sun. Saint Hierom bath very well /15o 


@ : reliſhed Fovinian, 


Book 1. 
(a) Amr reliſhed this paſſage of Senrca : (a) Love and folly go 


oy os hand in hand, it ts a paſſion, which never lodgeth at 
& minimi the ſign of health , it turneth the ſpirit up-fide down 


— .; it maketh man brutiſh, neck Rr to all, and in the 


"tium, r= £114 t0 love it ſelf. 

bat confilia, =Fjre,All thoſe unfortunate lovers ſpeak of no- 
of; thing elſe but of their flames, they are always in fire 
noviſtimwn like the Salamander , they perpetually have the 


—_—_ **: Mount Ztxa upon their ſhoulders; one of them ſaith 


Tie HOLY COURT, 


X. Obſtacle. Excef..” $3 


affeRtions attend on our: knowledg, the abſence of 
objetts maketh us to forget all our moſt enflamed 
deſires, To live in luſt and idleneſs, to bave out 
eys alwzys in purſuit, unchaſte Books in our hands, 
to hear Comedies, and impure Stage-plays,to have 
glurtonous diſcourſe in our mouth, to trequent Buf- 
toons, and looſe livers, to converſe familiarly with 
Women, theſe are not the inſtruments of Chaſtity : 
itis rather to put Ol into the flame, and then to 


ir. he will do nothing but touch a k oreſt with his fin- x © complain of much hear. 


S+ digiro 4t- cer. thereby to burn & wholly waſte it. And verily it 
lan 15 4 hell-fire, which hath glutrony for fewel,pride for 
fowl ewe. flame,unclean words for ſparkles, infamy for ſmoke, 
ordure for aſhes, hell for center,as ſaith $. Hierom, 
Noyſomneſs, and diſhoneſty are inſeparable com. 
panions of the fin of the fleſh. The voluptuous can. 
not endure their like, and when paſſion hath caſt its 
fire, they are troubleſom and inſupportable to 
themſelves. Which well is witneſſed by the many 


Noyſom- 
neſs, 


naſty and ſhameful diſeaſes, which never had been 20 He requireth liberty, private places,night darkneſs 


known in the world, ifcthey had not entered by the 
gate of this infamous ſenſuality. 

The worm. This ſin is no ſooner committed, but ir 
hath its executioner attending thereon, it hath the 
worm of Damnation, which Ereth and penetrateth 
even into the bottom of the heart of him that com- 
mitterh it,and then eſpecially when he findeth as yer 
ſome reliques of a good conſcience remaining in his 
ſoul, remorſe to have loſt the incomparable treaſure 


Its Worm. 


1D of wicked love 1s full of anxiety, and ever in its ſatiety 

anxiers oft, 3+ finds repentance. 

Janet ("0 Diſorder. You may as well tell the leaves of the 

The Diſo:» Trees, the ſands of the Sea,and the ſtars in the Skie, 

der of it. 1 number the diſorders, which have vomited and 
ſtill overflow upon the face of the earth, by means 
of the fin of Luxury. If there be poyſon to be dif 
ſolved, love —_— it, If ſwords be forged and 


fyled to transfix the ſides of innocent creatures, love 


Petrach,in his books againſt Vanity,giveth remedy Perrarcte 


to the wounds, which ſeem to have been inflited in = wi, 
the'time of his Loves. Love creepeth into idleneſs ;, remediis. 


handle the matter ſo,that he may qlways find you buſred. - RD 


Love is pleaſed with curioſity of attire, give him hair- incultior 
cloth. He is entertained With feaſts, ſubdue him With babirns,& 


auſterity. He will fall upon ſome objett, ſcatter ,and con- yy "4 
fornd him. He labonreth to find out a looſe and inbris cſu,ingue 
aled ſpirit, hold yours extended npen ſome good affair. prey pie 
.let anzemtio 5 
him have witneſſes and enlighten him on every ſ; de. He << teſt 
Will be governed by fantaſie , keep him dutifull both by CG 
admonitions, and mcnaces. St. Cyprian found nothing frequens 
more powerful to conquer a temptation of diſhoneſt FW ga 
wantonnefs,then to turn the other {ide ofthe Medal, ns, &./ 
and as this fin hath two faces,ſo not to ſtay upon that 94" 7 
which looketh amiable,and atrraRtive to deceive us, ans. 
but to behold that,which under a black veil ſhewerh <7r142.De 


it ſelf to be penſive, ſad, ſhamefac'd, deſperate, and 22"* * 


dor. 


of purity, perplexeth it perpetually. Concxpiſcence 3c full of confuſion, The great Picys Airandala ſaid, Au ocu- 


the moſt part of men yielded to temptation, becauſe '”*7/*- 
they never taſted the ſweetneſs of glory, which is 


mis alque 


drawn from the victory over a {in. Above all, it is dejeFng 
behovefull to uſe the adviſe of a wiſe Arabia», who f,, 57 


dor, nihul 


repreſented to himſelf perpetually ,over his head,an corpor lice- 
eye which enlightened him,an ear which heard him, ®: oak” 
a hand which meaſured out all his deportments, and corpori vi- 
demeanours. The exerciſe of the preſence of God. * cx 


R : retuy quam 
joyned with Prayer, frequentarion of Sacraments, bengfonn ſie 


hammereth and poliſheth them in his ſhop. If there 40 often invocation of the Mother of Purity, and the vice dede- 


be halters to be faſtened wherewith to ſtrangle, love 
weaveth and tyeth them. If there be precipices,love 
prepareth them. If therebe maſſacres, love con- 
trives them. If you go about to find little embry- 
ons, even in the mother's Womb, to be bereavedof 
the life, which they have not as yet taſted, loveis tlie 
Authour and ARour of theſe abominable coun- 
cils. All the miſchief,and crimes, which have in for- 
mer Ages been perpetrated, love hath done them 
and daily invented them. 

It hath from all times puſhed and ſhouldered good 
order out of the world. It hath been the Butt and 
Aim of all the vengeances of God. Ir hath been 
trucken with fire and brimſtone from Heaven, ſwal- 

- Jowed in the entrails of the Earih, drenched in the 
waters of a general Deluge. Yer it eſcapzrh, yet it 
perpetually armerh, yet it walloweth it ſelf in blood 
and ſlaughter, yer it holdeth the ſword of juſtice 
ever perpendicular over the head, and in concluſion 


it is eſteemed but as a ſport. . Is not all this of power 60 


ſufficient to make it be believed, that this filthy vice 
is an infallible mark of reprobation ? Flie (O No- 
blemen) this fleſhly peſtilence of mankind, and ne- 
ver ſuffer it to exerciſe its tyranny over hearts con» 
ſecrated by the precious blood of the Lamb. All 
conſiſteth in flying far from the occaſions thereof. It 
you love danger,you ſhall periſh therein.1f you had 
the beſt intentions, which did ever bud in the hearts 
of Saints, yer if you ſeek out occaſions of doing il), 


Angels, Guardians of Chaſtity, daily blunt a thou- {77 
ſand, and a thouſand arrows, ſhot againſt the hearrs vid» 
of brave, and undaunted Chriſtian Champiorss, 2*< 
Add hereunto, thar it is ,vood to live ina ceaſe. | 
leſs diſtruſt of one's ſelf which is the mother of ſafe. 

ty : that you may not fall into the fire, it is good to 
avoid the ſmoak, not to truſt one's ſelf roo much 

to thoſe petty dalliances, which under pretext of in» 


nocency ſteal in with the more liberty. Mother of 


5oPearls produce ſomerimes windy bunches for true 


and native Pearls; and the will, through compla. 
cence of paſſion ill-digeſted, in ſtead of good loye, 
bringeth forth filly abortions of amities, which are 
nothing bur flaſhes, and wilde fantaſies, yer ſuch 
as may. notwithſtanding diſpoſe an empry ſoul to 
ſome liniſter affeQtions, 


The tenth OBsTACLE; 
Exceſs in Diet and A þparel. 


gi 'He world was as yet in her. Cradle, and man Tereftrial 


was no more then born, when God making a =o M 


Palace of Juſtice , of terreltrial Paradiſe, pro- ber of 


nounced againſt him the ſentence” of labour and Juice. | 
pain, and atrerward wrote it as with his finger in 7» fudore 


the ſweat of his brow : Thou ſoalt eat thy bread vis wi 
With the ſweat of thy brow, Noblemen perpetually = 


appeal from this ſentence, as if they were not men,ir Noblemen 


ſcemeth labour is not for them, Let Nature hold to g__ 


Remedies, they become crooked, and diſtracted. Nature being, 70 the chain and labour thoſe grofler bodies, which are feaence 


as now it is,corrupted, the ignorance of. vice better 
ſerves our turn,then all che precepts of virtue. Our 


moulded of the clay of Adam : they have forſoorth i abour. 
bodies compoſed of I know not what kind of ſtarry 
matter, 


Tie HOLY COURT. KX. Obſtacle. 


matter, which never muſt ſweat, nor take pains, but 
inadance, What a folly it js > Ought not he to be 
diſſolved into ſwear, ſince he is to - reduced into 
aſhes ?. He cannot free himſelf from the ſenterce 
of death, and why ſhall he decline painstaking, 
ſeeing it proceeded from one and the ſame mouth 
in the ſame time, and upon one. and the ſame ſub. 
jet? Put behold the redſon, which is, that to fa- 
tisfie the ſentence of labour fureties are found : the 
houſes of rich men are filled with Officers, and Ser 
vants, who take pains in their Fields, prune their 
Vines, carry Corn to the Mil, who go even into the 
Ocean to Fiſh for Habits and Attires for them, and 
moſt times live within four fingers of death, to give 
them means to flowIn delicacies. Onely death gt 18, 
that taketh no ſuretie. For which cauſe man dierh 
in his own perſon, and laboureth by deputie, If 
death would a little give way, no Great man would 
die but by Attorney. Out alas! O the juſtice of 


Exceſs, 


in India, who rotted in poverty,and calamity, eyen 

in golden Fetters, It is a Decree of Almighty God 

(0 gror-Ones that you muſt be born with the 
$ 


Part 1. 


croſs on your back,and you will cancel it , if this yer 
might be praiſed with ſome reaſonable evaſion, 
_ mediocrity, it would ſeem more tolerable : but 
now a-days this excels is ſo enraged, that it will 
plant the Trophies of Pride and Voluptuouſneſs up- 
on the calamities of mankin&. Whatis not done up- 


10 on tables ? What is not done in apparel ? Men cloath 


as if they were always to live, and eat as if they 
ſhould every day die. We prepare an Altar to a 
falſe Deity, which at this day with unſpeakable vio- 
lence ſwayerh in the world, It ts a brutiſh God (if 
you deſire to know him) for never had he an ounce 
of brain : A blind God,who hath no eyes to behold 
the miſeries of the earth : A deat God,who hath no 
ears to hear the complaints of the afMicted : A tru. 
antly God,who hath no hands to take pains ; An im- 


Tyranny of 
the belly. 


God, how equally doſt thou ſtill hold the Ballance ! 20 moyeable God,who hath no feet to travel 0n:An ef- 


They, that would not here labour as man, thou ma- 
keſt them take pain like internal Spirits, thou diſſol. 
veſt the ſweat of poor Peſants in the conſolation 
of their ſouls, aud chon ſcaſoneſt the delights of rich 
men with care, melancholy,dolour, jealouſie, enyy, 
* anxiety, terrours, and remorſe, which are able to 
make them ſweat blood. | 

Were there no other proof, this manifeſtly e- 
nough declareth to us kow odious this curioſitie of 


feminate God, who hath no heart to undertake an; 
g00d,nor courage to ſuffer ills : A giuttonous God 

who gourmandizeth all : An unclean God, who pol- « 
luteth all, This falſe God, according to the Apoſtle, 7"? 2- 
is the belly. His Temple(faith Tertullian)ss the Iangs, Dew ver- 
his Altar the panch , his Prieſt the cock. bis holy Ghoſt = eſt, & 
the ſmoak of meat | his grace the ſauces , his propheſie, *,c4u6une 
that which may nit civilly be ſpcken. As he in his per. ip/orwm. 


. = - , Tertul. ad- 
ſon is enormous, ſo is he no leſs prodigious in his ty- verſ.Plych, 


Great men is to the Divine Majeſty, and how pu- 30 ranny, It is a wonder to ſee how he hath his Officers Du: ut 


niſhable, ſince its own delights are changed into 
chaſtiſements. Yet, notwithſtanding, 1 will produce 
ſome reaſons, that the unwortbineſs of this wicked 
exceſs may punRually be touched with the finger, 
which now adays overfloweth the whole face of the 
earth, 

FirſtI ſay, it is extreamly unreaſonable to be de. 
ſirous to live in the world with reaſon, againſt all 


aint Ex- Teaſon ; to endeavour to put a reaſonable creature 


in every place.For him War is waged againſt the air, rang 


end clouds , Pirds are dif- neſtled trom the Kingdom, | Lnrved 
which Nature hath allowed them : for him the face & «qua 
of the earth is turned into aſhambles : for bim Seas 7% 475 
are ſounded ; depths are plummeted, ſhip-wracking cede: co. 


ſtorms, ard diretull rempeſts are ferried over, Man 7 ©: 
willingly would penetrate heaven,and delve even to #u rider, 


hell ro find out new ſzcrifices for this fleſhly and car- & —_ 
menta cda« 


nal God, and himſelf being alive, he is made the Se- ,;;,.... 


into a condition of life, were it of neceflity muſt be- 40 pulchre of ſo many maſſacres,that it is a miracle how 14: pro- 


ly the law of God, andits proper nature. O Noble- 
men, God would that you enter into the world like 
other men, as into a vale of tears, and you will ar- 
rive there asin a garden of delicacies. He would 
that you come thither, as to the mines todig , and 
you g0 thither as toa Dicing-houſeuto play, He 
would that you make paſſage into a ſervile fleſh to 


Drofs of obey, and you will command. Is not this a fin a- 


gainſt Nature? To come into the world, is to come 


one man can live, who daily burieth ſo many dead nba 
creatures in his intrails, All this hurly- burly, which Gouman- 
emptieth the air, earth, and ſeas, is made tor a ſto. #< 
mach four fingers broad, tor which a little bread ard 

water would ſuffice in neceſtity, and in ſuperfluity 

the whole world is too little to fatiste, We know 

not what courſe to take to find out new curioſities 

for the palate. We ſuck up Oiſters alive,we ſeek our 
Muſhroms, we will know what taſthath the fleſh 


"4 n«ſcirwr: upon a Croſs; to be man, is to ſtretch out the 5O of Tortoiſes, and Snails, T heſe poor little creatures 


emmy Vita 
upplictum 


eſt an Infant maketh coming from his mother's Womb, 
is on the Croſs, Heis as ſoon in a Croſs, as in Na. 
ture, and ſuffereth this puniſhment for no other 
cauſe, but for that he is born a man. 

The Purple The Emperours of Conſtantinople had in their Pa- 

chamber 

of Empe. lace a ſecret chamber, which they called the Purple, 

rours. 1n which theEmpereſles for a ceremonious formality 

"4.4. were brought to bed, and delivered, thinking by this 


Hands and Feet to be Crucified, The firſt bed, that 


had good cauſe to believe,that their meanneſs would 
enfranchize them : but ſottiſh and ſordid gluttony 
draweth a tribute from all, and I think their taſt 
will ſhortly be taken with Serpents, and Ravers. 
Bur let us not onely accuſe the Belly; the Eyes de» 
vour more thenit. They are delighted to behold 
Fiſhes to ſwim ina ſea of Sugar, to ſee Foreſts, Nets, 
hunting Birds, wilde Beaſts, Houſes, Caſtles, Fields, 
arms of Sugar; had licourouſneſs of taſt ſo much 


Luiprand, means to aboliſh the acerbitics, which are as it were 60 power as it hath little brain, it would make a world 


De rebus 


abr affixed to our condition. But theſe petty Porphy- 
(1prian. De r0gennites({o theſe children of Emperours were call- 
Patient. Ed, becauſe they were born in Scarlet) were not- 
murdi, vas Withſtanding born with a Croſs, and faluted life as 
inzred:twr, Others with tears, and groars, The children of Kings 
{11 f42,  comeall intothe world through this gate of iniſe- 
geni:a rudis Ties, they are born,as with a Diadem- ontheir fore- 
17:4 :f4- heads,and yet fail not to be Natures little priſoners, 


pe Itis accompted a goodly thing to give them gilded 


of Sugar, and then would diſſolve it, to be always 
ready to form new at his pleaſure. The Ears will 
hold their part in this conſort, and therefore they pleature. 
muſt be tickled with the mo exquiſite muſick, both 
of voice, and all forts of inſtruments, which ſerve 
aswings, and chariots to immodeſty, Then come 
the dances of the Corybants, the frisks, capers, bal- 


| lets, courtings, liberties, 1impudencies, and all ſorts 


of voluptuous pleaſures, which make the body dif- 


Cradles, and ſilken Swathing- bands, This is to a- 49 ſolve into all. corruption. With what conſcience 
dorn their Chains, but not to break them , they are 
as well captive in them, as heretofore the priſoners 


can a Chriſtian expe Paradiſe, living in this man- 
ner ? Doth he think Hell hath no flames but for my 
ric 


Book t. 


rich glatton mentioned in the Goſpel, and that he 

purſuing the ſame ways ſhall be freed irom the like 

Dun in puniſhments? Hell caſterh up ſuch people,who here 

bens die ſu- waſte their life in delicacies, that they may no other 

6m", wiſe live then inthe immortality of fire, of the 
1frna de- worm Of conſcience,and darkneſs. 

ſeendwnte. Ag concerning exceſs of apparel one cannot ſay 

Jo>2t- 13: ro0 much, ſo much is this ſaperfluity, and ever ſhall 

the diſcourſe be unproficable, the miſchief being ſo 

confirmed, and uncapable of remedie, Therein it is 

that women diſplay all the vanity of their fex, all 

the _ of their ſpirit,(being curious and inven» 

tive enough in their own interelts) and all the pres 

Tron ci. TOMPrion of theirpature, which 1s but roo ambiri- 

cumferunt OUS, and, as faith Tertullian, there it is Where they 

in ſtu muli- pogy all the glory of their ſex. 1 ſpeak nor of. thoſe, 

rH ateme . -* | 

y who attire themſelves modeltly, dutifully, and as it 

were neceſſarily for comely ornament , I ſpeak of 

thoſe miſerable ſacrifices of vanity, who ſtudie no- 


Tie HOLY COURT. K. Obſtadle. 


to want beiore your gate, ſhall accuſe you at the Tri. 


Exceſs. 39 
who put their truſt and confidence in the mountain of x mos 6. 
Samaria, Jo to the Great-ones, who make boaſt in Y 0,qus = 
. TT . . p ejrsy 
the houſe of {{rael ,who drink dillicate Wine in their cel- Sion, & 
lars, and live involved in the moſt exquiſite ptrfumes, confidin m 
without ever caring for the affliction: of the poor, jr ia 
mariZt : 

I know the belly hach no ears, but I know not oprimarer, 
what mouth it _ haye to detend itſelf at the 45 P97%- 
. . lorum, 1n- 
judgment of Almighty God, when the hunger of 3:4. 
{o many needy penurious wretches, conſumed with z-mparic? 


omum 1l- 
bunal of this tormidable Judg. I know theſe Court. mopuenags 
1ers want not prattle enough, bur I cannot imagine ?”3% © 
what they can anſwer before the Judgment of God, gwen det 
if the Angels ſhould come to drain theſe inordinate *-& ml 
babits to make blood diſtil, and to ſpeak thoſe af. jon E 
trighring words of the Prophet Feremie : Behold the 1Mitione Jo- 
blo.d and. life of poor men, Which I bave found in the — no of 
folds of thy garment. Jud what C hriſtiauity this ig, Feremie for 


and what hope you may have of future life, living 7%'<: 


In alis tur 


_ elſe bur to deck themſelves up beyond their 29 in theſe delicacies, ſtrucken with the thunders of fo Jer. 2. 34. 


condition, eſtate, and means, ' oftentimes with an ill 
intention, many times with the ſpoils of rhe poor. 
Indigniry Masks of hypocrifie, who find no other employment 
of exce's jn this life, but to counterfeit , no other deſire, but 
in 2pP"'*- ro ſeem what they are not. For verily, if you ſhould 
ſee all their Jewels and trinkets in one heap, you 
would fay it were the pillage of a Citie. Itis an ad- 
mirable thing, that one little carkaſs ſhould drag fo 
great a train along with ir. They go adorned (faith 


many maledictions. Ah,if you adored a God crown. invntu 
ed with Roſes, or Pearls, it would be a matter no- 36.4 pe 
thing ſtrange , but to proſtrate one's ſelf daily be. * 1c & 
fore the * Crucifix, charged with nails and thorns, maya Vl 
you living in ſuch exceſs and ſuperfluity in fleſh,dif apa rx 
{ſolved in fottneſs, how can that but be cruel ? The 74/# 0% 
Chriſtians of the Primitive Church were ſcrupulous 

to bear Coronetsof flowers on their heads, accor- 


Ging to the cuſtom of Feaſts, remembring their Mas» 


the Scripture) as Temples, and certainly they are 3c ſter had carried thorns , and Clemens Alexandrings omen 


very like thoſe Temples of Egype, which hid a Cat 
or Rat under golden Pavilions. Is not this a fin in- 
excuſable before God,to make all theElements take 
pains to cover a miſerable nakednefs, which is no- 
thing elſe but a meer ſcar of fin ? 1s not this a great 
illuſion to bolſter out a dung-hill ( which perhaps 
we muſt carry to morrow to a grave ) as if it were 


to be erected upon Altars ? Oh miſerable creatures, 


what have the worms to do, which ſhall gnaw your 
bodies, if your hair be of rhree' or four Pariſhes, 
your eye-brous Tulled with little pincers, your eyes 
diſguiſed, you! rveks put ina Vermilion tincture, 
your ſtench dr« aed in Muskie ofdours, your gar- 
<oniſh jea- MENS plaited, bumbaſted, looſe- hanged, ſurcharged 
1loufie f With Pearls, Precious-ſtones,and Chains, to ſerve as 
excels. ſnares to catch ſome foundered lovers ? It is nor the 
ſolid beauty of ObjeRs, which allureth you, but a 
meer opinion : becauſe ſuch an one hath it, you 
cherefore muſt needs have the hike. If you were per- 


. . . Al A » P _— 
judgerh, that to ſeek out ſuch effeminacy is a meer {;.. 116. r, 


So 


Mommery,and a manifeſt mockery of the venerable cap. 10 
paſsion of the Son of God. With what eyes can you E#lgvr 
behold theCrucifix covered with blood and wounds, #4:%79 
holding it honourable to bear Flowers, Rubies, and 97419 75 
Diamonds, not for once, but to drench all your life, Kvgis 
ifir were poſsible, in the nice delicacies of the fleſh? m3. 
How can one excuſe ſuch a maner of proceeding ? 

By what mark would you be known for Chriſtians 


40in the other world ? The livery of Chriſtians is pa= 


tience, and very well thoſe brave courages, which 

breed us to the Church by their blood, may bear 

tor their arms, a hand cleaving Mountains with Fire, 

and Vineger,crowned with this Deviſe: No paſſage is Vn 
fout from virtue. Verily theſe valorous Champions, yicue of 
ſparkling with the lightnipg rays of charity, lifted «be firſt 
up their Chriſtian palms in the middeſt of hazards, ©" 
and forced Heaven with a pious violence, Men 


were ſeen, who obtained as many Martyrdoms, as 


ſwaded, that the Fat.or Dung of a Crocodile were 59 they endured rorments, and who fuffered more tor- 


tit ro whiten the Skin, you then would go even to 
Nils for it, Andif one ſhould tell you, that two 
FHlinr-ſtones of the Aclxuccas would become: your 
ears, and that already fuch and ſuch did wear them, 
you would rathes hazard the killing ot your own 
Body, then deprive your ſelf of chem. 
You ſee the unreaſonable proceeding of this ſu- 
perfluity ? But fay much more : It is cruel and in- 
Riot cruel, jurious to God, and his Church, W hat rocky heart 


and injuri- 
ous to God 


and his If it did bend it ſelf ro behold the exorbitancy of 
Church. theſe wicked delights ? To fay, that three parts of 
Chriſtendom lived perpetually on Gall and Tears, 
were drenched ina forſaken, miſerable, and necefsi- 
tous life, were covered with blood and oppreſsions, 
whilſt others glutred themſelves in ſuperfluity of 
palate-plealing Crriolities, even almoſt to burſting, 
never deigning ſo much as to fer a foot on the 
ground, making their excrementitious ſpittings to 


tures then they had members; their bodies upon 

the wheels armed with ſharp <cifſars, under iron 

Hooks, under burning Pincers, flying in pieces were « 
many times gathered up by the faithful! Chriſtians, 

and even then put into Tombs, themſelves furvi- 

vins their own Funerals. In this ſtate they climbed R99974%» 
upon the ſharp rocks of this painful way of heaven, 4.;.., qu: 
carrying thicher more wounds then members, ris membru 

What anſwer you to this, you children of Saints? 5,995 


twmxli, 


would not becleft, and icy eye diſſolved into tears, 60 Your fore-fathers to purchaſe Paradiſe have wande- $antus 


redinWilderneſſes,ſtrayed up anddown Mountains 7c 
and Caverns of the earth,cloathed with Goats-skins _rcae#., 
and Camels hair, and you now 2days have no heart 

ro any thing, bur to the vain»glorious humour of  , 
bravery, Tell me not, that in caſe of perſecution wing rt 
you will be moſt faithful ro God , I will anfwer that fem. 
which Tertwllian ſaid : 7 fear this neck. ſnared with 10.0." 


wreaths and ropes of Pearl and Emeralas : I fear. the margaiite- 
{word of perſecution can finde no place there, Children ” © 


wim in gold, beholding themſelves in the yain-glo- 70 of Saints, yourGrand-fathers have heretofore paſſed Paneer 


rious oſtent of their bravery, always wantonzing, 
ſtill portively dallying. Wo ro the rich men of Sion, 


laquets 
ſo many Lents,lying upon harg boards,cating roots, 5-7-4 
py g—_— mo - _ ocean [74+ 
living in infinite frugality, & now forſooth the lealt 1177177, 


Falk 
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Fait ftriketh you down. Of what complain you? Is 
it for that-you ſtill ſwim not in ſugar, and therefore 
the Church is to0 hard to be ſerved? A thouſand 
Diſpenſations muſt be procured under falſe colours 
and ſurreptions. You cannot faſt, you cannot do 
that which you never had a will to do. What a ſhame 
is it (you children of Saints) your fathers and mo- 
thers to gain Paradiſe,although they lived in riches, 
as you perhaps do,put them under their feet to ſerve 
as ladder-ſteps to heaven, and you now a-days place 
them over your heads, to {ink your ſelves even into 
the abyls. How would you then, that one ſhould 
know you in the other world ? You ought to be a- 

ſhamed of the name which you bear, of your Ba- 
janore © priſm, of your profeſſion, you therc unto affording 
/ie, ue. {fo little correſpondence. God hath made you for 
1, j«mm- ano: her end, and far otherwiſe ,- you no longer re- 


ratem, dlitcy bu 


tain any mark, whereby you may be known. 


7 $:1,55 T6 
$1194 DE 
errore pro- 


3 Dewus 
/-1:cam What areyou todo? I. To believe there is no 
-+107 27" Paradiſe for thoſe thar will livein pleaſures, capital 


4anti; 154 Enemies of the Croſs of the Son of God. 

"mat aveeſ* IH. It your birth have ranked you in an eminent 

04m Nate, live therein, and entertain it, rather for a 

ferrets,  CEFLAIN neceſsity of beſeeming comelinels , then for 
** the love of concupiſcence. Live therein as the Bee 

7-2, az9- ON honey, well obſerving your wings, be not entan- 

#* ; Bled therewith: which is very hard todo. 

Rowan. 11!. Make not unneceſſary expenſes above your 

{1/74 means What a ſhame it 1s daily to behold Frogs de- 


SCLLES CY+* 


/ 


bale «1:4- burit ? No man can keep a mediocrity : man will 
(4; nett7 . Extend his wings beyond his neſt , his retinue, table, 
ters. apparel, preſents, all is exceſs, what one poureth 
* forthon oneſide, muſt be ſpared on the other. To 
entertain great profuſeneſs great avarice is neceſſa- 
rily expedient, which cannot be maintained but by 
wretchednefs, by rapines, by injultice, by oppreſsi- 

ons, which abſolutely ſhut up the gate ot ſalvation. 


M11ffca- IV. Bearever about you in ſecret ſome mark of 


menens Je+ - mortification of Zeſ3# Chriſt,as the Apoltle appoint- 49 


HEUSEL 


+... eth: ſuffering ſome incommodity in. cloathing, 
©»»ſeceues; drinking, eating, ſleeping, and the like , diſdain not 
2. -2-+ ro exerciſe your ſelves in acts of humility, and love 
above all, the viſits and conſolation ot the poor af. 

fAicted. This is.1t will fave you, 


The eleventh OBSTACLE, 


Envie. 


\ entituled the 4 pophtheg ms of the Hebrews 

and Arabians, a ſaying of thote antient NoRours 

- ofthe Law, which with much moderation muſt be 

underitood > To wit, that three ſorts of people ſhall 

never undergo the judgment of God , nor paſs 

through -rhe flames of purgation. Firſt, perſons 

greatly neceſsitous : Secondly, thoſe who are in 
publike office : Thirdly the 11]- married. 

Perſons neceſsitous (faith this Authour) becauſe 


X1. Obſtacle, 


Envy, Part x. 


better hit the mark, who ſaid, that two ſorts of 
men anticipated their hell in this world , the lovers, 
and the envious: ſor in effe& thereis a hell of love, 
and a hell of envie. The hell of Love is for thoſe, 
who inordirately, exceſlively, and with full fruj. 
tion of creatures, do love to the prejudice of the 
Creatour, Out alaſs ! who can recount the ſhiver. 
ings, the feavers, the acceſſes of fire and ice, the 
gnawing worms, tbe biting vultures of theſe un- 


10 fortunate ones, who, having ſhaken off the yoak of 


ſovereign beauty, have made themſelves ſlaves of a 
purrified body, the ſpoil whereof the Elements ſhall 

quickly ſhare ? It ſeemeth the Prophet Eſay was , 
deſirous rodeſcribe their miſeries in theſe terms : 3, nm 
T heir fouls ſhall be as a land of pitch, and brimſtane, picem ar- 
perpetnally boiling in their own paſsions, and ever: py "of 
[moaking with black vapours of a brutiſh ignorance. nin extin- 
Yet notwithſtanding this hell of Love amongſt ſo 4*%” 


ſemptternum 


many rigours hath ſometimes certain ſparkles of aſcendis fu 


20 hope, a ſower-ſweet of pleaſures, which kindle =»: jw. 


themſelves like flying fires, andare waſted even in. 
their birth, bubbles of waterwhich are blown up,and 
cracked in a moment : but the hell of Envieis an 
admirable hell, for it is a voluntary hell, where no- 
thing pleaſeth, and each thing tormenteth , a hell, 
which containeth fire in it, and affordeth no light, 
a hell, which always hath the worm reſent tad ne- 
ver the remedy , a hell, which ſuprizeth by the eyes, 
and diveth even into the heart , a.hell, which inceſ(- 


{irous to puff themſelves up like Buls, even till they 30 ſantly devoureth,and never conſumeth , which hath 


miſchiefs without hopes, toils void of repoſe, and 
torments without mercy ; which 1s as the com« 
mon feaver of all the gall of this Univerſe, which 
exerciſeth rage and fury , which hath -the wan. 
neſs of deatly without dying, and the cares of a 
diſaſtrous life without life. To divert the hearts 
of men from it I can propoſe but two reaſons : the 
firſt ſhall diſcover the malignity, and the other the 
calamity therof. 

Itis true, that all vices are ſteeped inthe venom of 
malice, which ſhould be'a powerfv' motive for thoſe 
ro fly them,who naturally loves \nebs: but envie 
hath I know not what kind of p. cular influence, 
which maketh it infinitely odious,and execrable, St, . 
Gregory T baumaturgns ſaith, It is a waſp of Satan, Thaw, 
which {tingeth men as a gad-fly doth oxen.sS. Baſil ot * Or5 295 
Selencia callerh it the mother of murthers,S.Cyprian 4xa-Sagſe 
the moth of ſouls, and S. Gregory Nyſſena diſeaſe of dar 
nature,a poiſoned gall, the root of vices, the mother 7&- 


7 E likewiſe find in an excellent little book, 50 of death, arid a voluntary. Phthifical conſumption, _ Ce 


All the antient Fathers breath out fire & flames when «|. FE 
they diſcourſe of it,and indeed never can = ſpeak ,. monks 
enough of it. Behides their authority, which is of Gprian, De 
great yalue, Reaſon herein is very potent. For we 2c1o. & 
muſt needs affirm,that by how mach the more a vice 5,,.",r 
participateth of the nature of Devils, who are as it in w:« 
were the patrons of fin, by ſo much the more it is a 
vice, and envy is of the ſame condition : for it is the 

ſin, by ſingularity of denomination, called the fin 


poverty and miſery are moſt ardent fires, which 60 of the Devil. As1n heaven the firſt was the fin of 


purge and cleanſe the ruſt of iniquity : Thoſe who 
arein publick office; for-what need have they of 
judgment, ſince the whole world judgerh' them ? 
Thoſe thar are ill-married, becauſe a bad wite is a 
portarive Purgatory. 'I heſe words are ſpoken at 
random with too much extent and liberty.” For it is 
molt undoubred, that it thefe three kind of people 
hve in integritic, and make profit of their burthers, 
it will b 


wholſom means for them to eſcape the © 


Pride, ſothe firſt on earth was that of Envy,commit- 

ted by the ſpirit of impurity; and'S. A#gnſtine excel. $ap. :. 
lently ſaith, Envie is a vice meerly Diabolical, a fin 77444 2+ 
which defileth the Devils, and irrecoverably damn- ,,,,.;..:.. 
eth them. It ſhall not be ſaid to Satan in the ſentence 5%» 1+ 
of his damnation, that he hath polluted the. beds of 7; . 
men by his adulteries, that he hath taken the goods of pe doar. 
other men by his rapinies, that he hath ſeized on de. ian, 


means & poſlefſtions;driving away the lawful owners, ,,,,..,. 


rigour of God's judgment; but abſolutely to ex- 4, but thar he hath envied the felicity of man.The ſame Pant in 
Authour ſaith on the Epiſtle to the Galatians, That 
this vice hath the property to pour into the heart of 

men * 


empt them from the juriſdiction of this foxereign 
juitice, is to ſpeak over-raſhly. They have much 
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Aug. in 
Epilt. ad 
Galat, cita- 
tur in Glof- 
+ 
In "Gb n- 
wide rota 
ſua viſcera 
ſerpens cone 
eutit, in h&c 
imprimenda 
quaſi peſtem 


vomit. 


men the Poiſon of the enemie. Yea ſo it is, that parti- 
cularly the infernal Serpent, when he imprinteth the 
ſin of envy in the heart of man, doth tarmoil his ve- 

bowels,and extremely ſtriveth,as it were,to vomit 


r 
he blackeſt peſtilence, which Hell containeth, 


Diſcourſe'even with your ſelf, whether the envi. 
ous be not tainted with a ſpecial malignity, ſince 
thar, beyond all other ſinners, they tranſcerfdently 
fuck in the breath of the Serpent. This black malice 


more eaſily diſcovereth ir ſelf in this, then in all the xo which thox deft is net to appeaſe God, b:1t to provoke 


other mortal ſins, which are verily great exorbitan- 
cies of Nature, but they ſeem to have ſome pretext, 
which mollifieth the evil. The thief robbeth for 
bis profir, the carnal man ſecketh out his unlawfull 
Juſts to extinguiſh the fire of his paſſion, the cove- 
tous man ſaith he is upon good husbandry, the am- 
bitious flattereth himſelf with the thirſt of honour, 
which hath heretofore born ſway upon Alcars , and 
ſo of other ſins, their malice hath always ſome 
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XI. Obſtacle. Fnvie. 


need to have them all of Diamond. What cn the 
envious man expect from this Diabolical malice, but 

the reward of Caiy, in the = Kwgny tromthe {ight 

of God, and perperual affrightments ? 0 Cain, jea- Bern. Ser, 
lons Cain, Thou art amazca, that God regardeth we *+ i" Cante 
thy ſacrifice, and ſceſt not, thou art divided; aud (++ — Cain, 
vered within thy ſelf: I ſhall have ſomewhat to do with þ non vert 
thy wicked ſacrifice. It is to much purp«{* to turn thy ©; 2m 
hand to an alt of religion, aud thy heart to envy. .T his pages 
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> £&i 
manum de- 

vVorion, qr.i4 
animum das 
livort } Non 


him. It is to preſent him with ſacrifice in th: one hand, 
and a ponyard in the other : {11d S. Bernard, 

Andcruly to touch the ſecond Reaſon, although _— a 
theDiveliſh malice of this vice cannot gain conqueſt cor: tecum 3 
over hearrs to divert them, yet ought the calamity !1 nar 
it draweth along with it © to beget in our fouls a Eof necd 
perpetual horrour thereof, This ſin is no fooner {54 
born, butit hath its torments and executioners at- Fdenide te 
tending. All that which may be truly called miſe- =. 


heat of paſlion, of apparence of good to excuſe 20 rable cometh tous from Envy, and the hatred of 


them : but the envious, what can he propoſe but a 
cold malignity, a black cruelty; a will determinately 
ill without ſemblance of good ? Yea, you ſhall find 
many,thar are in infinite abundance, asDogs couch- 
ed on hay , who will not eat thereof, for it is not 
their cuſtome, nor are they willing other creatures, 
for whom God hath ordained ir, ſhould come near 
it, Many there are,as T antalw, ever in the middeſt 
of Fountains, yer drink not,and perperually behold. 


our neighbour, Firſt it bereavethus of an infinite 
number of bletlings, which we might enjoy by the 
means of charity. Nothing is ſo rich as the love of 
God, all beauties, all riches, all poſſeſſions are tri. 
butary thereunto, Yea, loye in loving, I know not 
by what kind of powerful Alchimy, draweth all to 
itſelf, changeth all into itſelf, and maketh the whole 
world its own. This is the diſcourſe, which S. A4#- 
guſtine made of it, O prodigie ! Will you know an _,. 1;;-, 


ing himwith a jealous eye, that would taſte thereof. 3c effectual means how to become in a ſhort time rich, quinquag. 


The Fable of the two envious men ſocelebra. 
ted is not feigned , we too much approve it in our 
manners, For it being permitted them to chooſe 
what each would ask, on this condition, that, his 
requeſt being allowed him, his companion's ſhare be 
doubled , the firſt, who was extremely covetous, 
had all his defires fixed in the earneſt demand of 
Sold and filver, but diſcourſing with himſelf, that.by 
asking he ſhould do a pleaſure to another, this one- 
ly conſideration ſtay 
terward open his mouth ro make ſuch a requeſt , 
the other made choiſe to loſe one of his own eyes, 
that his companion might have it doubled, and be 
deprived of both. | 

How many are there at this day ir. the world, 
who, embarked with their enemies in the ſame veſ- 
ſel, care not to periſh, ſo that they dying may glut 
their eyes with the death of thoſe whom they hate : 
A moſt ſtrange malignity to forget the preſervation 


of one's own perſon, to which we are by Nature 50 This being true, as it is moſt evident, conſider 


ſtreightly obliged, to ruin another. The eyes of 
Gorgons, the hiſling of Serpehts, the aſpect of Baſi- 
lisks, are nothing in compariſon of an enraged 
Courtier, when he beholdeth him to be carried on 
the wings of favour, whom he would gladly ſee ut- 
rerly confounded without recovery. Do we not be- 
hold the eyes of a dog, when the fortune of another 
is envied, and the heart of aſtag, when queſtion is 
made of the works of courage ? Where are not men 


to be ſeen, who devour one another alive with miſ- 60 Tears from our eyes, Sighs from our hearts, and 


chievous aſpect, and carry even on their foreheads 
the gall of their envenomed hearts ? Where are not 
ſuch malign ſpirits to be found, who play at faſt and 
looſe, thruſting himin an inſtant down to the low. 
eſt part of the wheel, who was at thetop. Art the 
Court all things moſt commonly fail ſhorr, but ma- 
lice, and envy. Ir is verily the extremity of miſery, 
when Great ones do with an open ear too much 
grace the deſignes of the envious, making themſelves 


Homiliari 


wiſe, fortunate, and holy? You have nothing to do, Hom! 
but to love. Virginity pleaſeth you, aud have you it Me 
nt ? Love it in your brother, and ſiſter to whom God Coige#e 
hath granted it it is yours. T his man hath more know- print 
leag then Jon, and you perhaps more patience then he, aliquam ds 
love his knowleag, ana he your patience, and you both "5": "in 
ſrall be contented, Another is more watchful then you, ile forts 
and you faſt better then he . leve his watchfulneſs, and vininitate, 
let him love your faſting, and then behold you ſhall be. 


ama 1''lam, 
tua eſt. Ts 


him, and never would he af- 40 come watchfrll, and abſtinent. That, which I fay of 6«tes forrt 


virginity, patience, knowledg, induſtry, and ablti, 7” i7 
nence is alfo to be underſtood of all other bleſsings, 1;ra :+, & 
which we by loving make onr own. Such was the /-«*f. 7c 
exerciſe of(*)Datid,who taſted the good of another 4% ogy” 
as peculiar to himſelf : he ſanRified himſelf in all wn invides, 
Saints, he inſtructed himfelf in all the Sages , he en- 7/7 + 
riched himſelf in all the rich, he participated with T, jr: jr 


Tu forte po- 
all the juſt, Behold you not here the admirable rim. ag 
Philoſophy of Love ? jejun 


are, 

amet te, ſu- 
um eſt jeju- 
the evils, and diſaſters, which proceed from Envy." - 9 
So many bleflings, as the Sun daily diſcovereth to ra» im 
you in ſo infinite numbers of creatures, way by lo- '-* ©, 
ving be yours, and in not loving every happineſs, /+) Tarr 
each proſperity of-your neighbour is an iron Lance <4* /*» 
in your ſide, a Thorn in your heart, and a Nailin JW... 
your eye. Have we ſo few misfortunes in the world, Pal. 118. 
that we muſt ſeek them in the proſperity of others? Þ: 


Theearth yomiteth up miſeries, which dayly draw «ni #on, 
que i diliges 
Compaſſion from our moſt obdurate ſouls: yet not ;;..;., ,"g 
content therewith, inſtead of ſearching out ſome »« ; nn 4- 
lenitive for .our wounds in union, and charity, we yay aoteg 
envy our neighbour, thereby bereaving our ſelves »/«. 
of all comforts, and deep drenching us in all the Pt: 
miſeries of the world, -For what evil is comparable 
to that of envy , to be perpetually like a wre:ched 

Owl, not able to endure the day-light of another's 


proſperity; to be as a ravenous Vulture, who flyeth 


as it were inſtruments of a furious Panther, for the 79 trom ſweet favours, and ſearcheth out Carion,-to 


ruin of the innocent. If we ought to ſtop our ears 
with wax among the ſongs of Sirens, here we have 


imitate the Fly, which delighteth among Wounds, 
and Ulcers? What a life is it to run up and down 
H raxing 
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taxing the imperieRions of your brethren, and ne- 

ver to open an eye to the ſplendour of their virtue ? 
als et What 4 life ts it to make the evil of another yonr geod , 
anme nia ty have his proſperity yonr execntioner, his gory your 
—_ puniſhment ,tver to bear an ill diſpoſuticn in your breaſt, 
bona conver- Fo Cary tallons, nails, and frarp combs ef Tron in your 
pots + pw o\Wwn pr oper entrails, and never to ena your fin, to make 
proſpernare thereby your torments immortal ? Thus is it which the 
rorqueri,ali- eloquent S. Cyprian Ipake in theſe terms. wer prog. 
a0 pan 


rar fecere, be drawn from the fubjeR envied, by extenuating 


& ves: the honour, or good of a neighbour, with ſome be- 
{ori ſw nefit applicable ro ones felt, yer God oftentimes per- 
carnifices as by the mearis of envy the glory of thoſe, 
TG who are ſo maligned, is made more 1lluſtrious. £0 
ſtini cr6ci- the brothers of Joſeph,in being deſirous to make bim 


=: ©.” a ſlave, gave him opportunity to becomea Lord over 

Y bu af ” Rd 

.n« ord all Egypt. So the envy of Sax/,when he leaſt thought 
of ir, ſet the Crown on David's head,and affording 


ralevolen: 
114 unguls 
proſſent , 
Cyprian, 
De zelo, 
lrvare, 


umph. £0 Maximinicn the Tyrant through the jea- 
© loutie of the honour attributed ro Cenſtantine con 
tributed all that, which a deſperate envy could in- 
vent, anda great virtue ſurmount. He firſt made 
bim General of an army, which be fent againſt the 
$armatians (a people extremely furious) ſuppoſing 
he there ſhould loſe his life. ] he young Prince went 
thither, and returned victorious, leading along with 
him the Barbarian King enchained. It is added here- 


unto, that this direful Prince, excited by a molt ar- 3 


dent frenzy in his return from this battle, engaged 
him in a perillous encounter with a Lyon, which he 
©, purpoſely had cauſed to be let looſe upon him: but 
Conſtantine, viRorious over Lyons, as well as men, 
flew this fell beaſt with his own hands, and impreſ- 
ſed an incomparable opinion in the minds of his 
Souldiers, which caſily gave him paſſage to the 
Throne by the ſame degrees, which were prepared 
for his ruin, We muſt have an Ezry/thezs to make 


— 


XI, Obſtacle, Znvy. Part 1. 


compoſeſt of meny accords, it is a Table of many 
C clours,it is a Body of many V<cmbers:why ſhould 
} moke a falle Harmony, an extravagant C olour,or 
a prodigious V.cmber ? 1 ſufficerh me 10 be a parry 
in this Muſick, this T«ble.this Body : fet me high, ſer 
me low, !et me be white, let me be black, make me 
head, make me foor, My God,it is in thee to give 
me my part, and in me to play it well. Why ſhould 
1 kick againſt the ſpur like a jade? Why, being bur a 


through envy ſome profit or parcel of good might 1© miſerable earthen pot, ſhould 1 argue againſt my 


Potter ? If the man, -whom I envie, meriteth this 
good fortune, 1 wrong thy juſtice to malign him, 
andif he deſerve it not, is he not more worthy of 
compaſlion then envie, ſince zl] his greatneſs will 
ſerve him but for a burthen in this lite, and a con- 
demnarion in the other. If all make for mein lovins, 
why ſhould | through want of love deprive my felf 
of {o-great a power, which of all things is the molt 
eaſie ? Why ſhould 1 create a Hell in my ſelf, where 


bim matter of affliction gave him occaſion of tri- 2q thou haſt a purpoſe to ereCt a Paradiſe. 


You who are maligned, to oppoſe envie render 
your ſelves truly virtuous, know there are no ſha. 
dows without light, nor envie without fome gift of 
God.Ifthe Fagor ſmoaks when it beginneth to burn, 
when the flame ſhall have gotten the upper: hand, 
there will be-no ſmoak at all, Natural Philoſophers 
obſerve, that the Rain-bow in the Heavens 1s not 
eaſily formed at noon-tide in the ſcorching days of 
£umimer, becauſe the Sun, vigorous in his exaltation, 


o Liſhpateth,waſteth,zrd diſpelleth the Clouds,W hen 


you ſhall be mounted to the higheſt pitch of heroick 
virtue,envie ſhall neither have Powe, ror Arrowto 
aſſail you , all ſhall toop to your eminence, and ca« 
lumny it felf ſhall crack, when Truth ſhall dart re. 
ſplendent flaſhes into all eyes. Vinegar is ſaid to be 
uſed for pretious tones, which have their fire fro- 
zen over, ard their luſtre eclipſed ; you muſt have 
alittle rouch of acerbity to enlighten your valour, 
The Moon ſeemeth for a time to darken the Sun 


upan Hercules, Fnvy many times layeth the firſt 4, when it is eclipſed, and yet ſhe daily rendereth the 


ſtone of the Temple of Virtue, ſhe beareth puſilla- 
nimity on her forchead, and the condemnation of 
her impotency in heart, to ſerve as a Trophy of 
courage,and a badge of valour, 

W hat courſe do you then think to take for con- 
cluſion, both you who envy, and you who are ma- 
ligned, Ifenvy be a Diabolical vice,and a Hell of ca- 
lamity, why do you not aſſume to you the bowels 
of a charity truly Chriſtian , to love the gifts of 


tribute of her light. Fnvie,which maketh a ſhew to 
eclipſe you, will make your praiſes multiply by its 
{landers, your repoſe by its battles,and your crowns 
by your humiliation. Ko man accompteth it ſtrange, 
that Cantharides fix themſelves upon Roſes, they 
no leſs are Roſes for being blaſted by this petty 
Catterpiller. It is well known,they are not fatisfied 
but with the faireſt lowers , you have nothing to 
do but to ſhake them off , and thereby enjoy the 


Cod himſelf in your enemies ? Firſt accuſtom your 5, odour of the beauty of the Queen of beauties. Is 


{elves to be contented with your eſtate, and thar 
condition of lite, which God hath allotted you. For 
from thence ſpringeth the envy, whereby each one 
thinkech the held of his neighbour more tertile then 
his own : cach one beholdeth with a jealous eye all 
above him, and hath no fight ro contemplate what 
is under him. Every one would change that which 
he is, into that which be cannor be, but by miſchief, 
or injuſtice. The Ox in the Fable ſaith,if he were an 


horſ: well-furniſhed, and capariſoned as that glori- 69 


ous beaſt (who doeth nothing but prance, or curvet 
ina field, or ſtreer) he would work wonders: none 
ſhould be more able, nor fit to draw a Coach then 
he; to go into the Wars none ſhould be found 
more couragious then he : but behold him perpe- 
tually in the Wain under the hand ofa <> ps 
means hath he ro do- any bravething ? Yet, admir 
you ſhould lay Foot-cloaths, and rich habiliments 
on him, he would ever be an Ox. Why do you di- 


Fear not to be deſpiſed, becauſe you are envied, ? 
ifyou do not before-hand debaſe your ſelf ro envie 
through imbecillity of heart, Nay, rather the moſt 
envied will be ſought out for a mark of an eminent 
virtue, The envious will be the more dillipated, 
envie will be trampled under foor,and merit crowns 


ed by the hand of Juſtice, 


The twelfth OBsTACLE. 
Ambition, and Avarice. 


Frer ſo many rocks, after ſomany counter- 
A buffs,& perils, behold the ſhelf of ſhip-wrack, 
Ambition, which is a furious avarice to be able to do 
all, and to have all.1t is an itch, which great men bear ambition 
upon them from their mother's womb, to ſtir up in 32 © 
them a perpetual ſcratching, an itch, the malignity 
whereof oitentimes turneth their brain even to the 


making of Heaven to bow under the rules of the 


ſturb your ſelf about the change of your condition, -Q earth. Amongſt the difficult queſtions, which the An- 
and not rather ſay ; My God, thou guideſt-Lives, . gel propos'd to the Prophet E/aras,one was to weigh 


Eſtates, and Conditions, it is a Muſick, which thou 


* 


the fire, and the other to meaſure the wind, the laſt AvzeVcal 
lO Eſdras 4:. 


Book 2. 


to number the veins of the abyſs. Ambition is a de- 
youring fire, who can poizeit? Itisa wind, who 
can fathom it ? It is an abyſs, who is able to recount 
the ſources and iſſues thereof? A wiſe man ſaith ve- 
ry well, that the middle of the earth hath bin found, 
the depth of the ſea hath bin ſounded , the height 
ofthe Riphean hills hath bin meaſured, the remoteſt 
limits of the hollow caverns of Caxcaſ#s bave bin 
diſcovered, the head-ſpring of Nils bath not eſca- 
ped, onely in the heart of man we cannot find the 
bounds of the deſire of commanding. This paflion 
is no longer a mean folly, it is arrived to the height 
of rage,the evil is ſo great it is unknown, Man is (0 
far from diſcovering the remedy, that he as it were 
deſpaireth of health, Ir is enough, if ſomelenitive 
pefire of may be applyed. That great wit Hippocrates wiſhed 
Hippoerat® 4 conſultation of all the Phyſicians of the world, to 
- "Y adviſe upon the means how to cure covetouſnels. It 
abdecit. js now above two thouſand years ago ſince he had 
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, of aſlave, the life of Cain. This is the ſecond conſi- 


10 ſuppoſe,rhat to be of one's ſelf is an ineſtimable good. 


ſ9 

the -y breathing blaſts of imaginary honour. At 

the leaſt,if needs you muſt elevate your ſelves,if you 

of neceſſity muſt take a great deal of ſtare uponyou,  _ 

chooſe the beſt way : but(inſenſible as you are)what Ambirion 

do you take upon you; becoming ambitious? the life *"quye. 

deration which 1 propoſe,of power ſufficient to in- 

ſtru& a ſoul, that will give never ſolittle predomi- ;,,pimav!s 

nance to reaſon. We all naturally love liberty, and ”_ - 
Now the moſt captive Gally-flaves are not great- =— 6-4 

er bond-men then the ambitious, The ſlave hath a Mie?) 4 

chain,& a captain who proudly inſulterh over him , —_ 

an ambitious man hath as many fetters as he hath 

apperites,as many ſervitudes as pretenſions,as many 

{laveries as manners of ambition, His Captain is his 

unguided paſſion, which tyrannizerh over him day 

and night with all poſſible cruelty. The ſlave prati- 

ſeth and tameth himſelf in his own condition : the 


this deſire, after him a thouſand and a thouſand Phi- 20 ambitious is always ſavage, he always flyeth before 


loſophers have irrployed their endeavour to recover 
this peſtilent fever;all have loſt their labour therein, 
the evil increaſing in the multitude of remedies, the 
ſick men are all frantick : when the wind of ambiti- 
on hath raiſed them to the height of the whee], they 
will never deſcend but by a precipice. It is a moſt 
particular favour of God, if it happen,that an ambi- 
ious man doth once open his eys to know himſelf, 
to meaſure himſelf, to put limits upon his deſires; and 


himſelf, and never overtaketh himſelf, to enter into 
himſelf.He is in no place;becauſe he would be every 
where, and yet notwithſtanding he is tormented e- 
very where, his fever burneth him where he is not. 
The ſlave freeth himſelf with money, the ambitious 
man findeth gyves of gold and ſilver. The flave find- 
eth no chain ſo ___ ,bur that it ſometimes giveth 
him leave to ſing , the ambitious is never free out of 
himſelf ; there are nothing but objeRts of frenzie, 


yet notwithſtanding the motives and obligations 30 fire-brands of concupiſcence , and within himſelf 

which he hath thereunto are moſt manifeſt, as I will - there is not any _ but worms, flames,and execu- 

make it appear in the ſequel of this diſcourſe, tioners. The ſlave findeth at leaſt liberty in death, 
Reaſons Firſt,the Scripture,ſpeaking of ambition, calleth ard death which carryeth the key of all cloſe coverts ® 
ang reme- 


nd em jt a foreign vice, Pride in man is notinits element, cometh laſtly to unlooſal the bands of his ſervitude, 
Pſal.18.14. it alwaies ſeeketh height, and man is even lowneſs it 


an ambitious ſoul,as ſoon asit is parted from the bo- 
ood ſelf. What is man, if we conſider him in his own dy; is conſorted with Devils in their tortures, as it 
arce . - 
Gm nature without the aſliſtance of grace, bur an excre- 


imitated them very nearly in their paſſion, What a 
Ambition ment of impurity in his conception, a filly creature 


| life;what a death 1s this? Find you any comparable, .._... 
a foceig® ;n his birth df f ordures in his life, if not that of unf ;n? The Scri ith can. © 
\ » © In hisbirth, a bag and ſponge of ordures in his life, if not that of unfortunate Cain? The Scripture faith can. 


a ſogular A bait for worms in his death ? The foul is in the 49 that he withdrawing himſelf from the fight of God Gen 4-16: 


eget. body, as in a Chariot of Glaſs : The days arerhe did inhabit the land of inſtability : and Procepias 11y8 
thereto addeth an antient tradition, that he perpe- Precep, in 


Couriers,which perpetually run upon afull gallop : 

The four wheels are vanity, weakneſs, inconſtancy, tually ſaw certain ſpe&res with ſwords of fire,which ©" 

miſery : The way is of ice , the goal is death , and brought horrible affrightmentsupon him.!s the am- 

the end oftentimes is a precipice. The pleaſures bitious man better uſed ? Is not he perpetually ſepa- 

thereof(as ſaith P/aro) are winged and wholly arm. rated fromthe face of God, ſeeing (as faith $. Hie- je. pig. 
rom man is divided from theNivinity,not by the de- ad Dama!, 


ed with pricks and ſtings, to leave in flying a ſharp 

point in the heart; the dolour anddiſcontents there- grees of body,bur of ſoul, which are the affetions 2 7me. 

of drench it ina cup full of Gall, and its feer are of And how much more the ſoul is ſcattered in the De fc- 

lead, never to forſake it, Can then ſuch a creature 50 waſte emprineſs of ambition, which is indeed a meer 74% 
A be poſſeſſed with ambition, ſuch a dung-hill nouriſh wvanity,fo nuch more ir {trayerh from this ſovereign ſpatiie. 


ward exe Pride ? All that we behold both above and beneath, Majeſty, which is the onely verity. 1s it nor in the 
c:215 u5 ON the right, on the left hand, in this great houſe of 


heit u Kingdom of inconſtancy ? In every place where he 
RO Nature, fervesas aleſſon of humility for us. Heaven, fetteth his feer, there is nothing bur ſlippery Ice,or 
ty. which circumvolverh over our heads,enamel'd with 


downfal. The ſaying of the Prophet is accompliſh- _ 
ed in his perſon; Let their way be made dark aud ſlip- Fiar ws 


pery, and the Angel of our Lord perſecute them. Be. !orum tene- 


N « _ . D ls. 
a nurſe,afrerwards for a ſepulchre, the little Air we hoſdall the moſt lamentable extremities, which may {7&7 


breath, without which we cannot live, the Water, be imagined in a voyage ; ever to go upon Ice, and Ange; 
which in its wonder hath ſwallowed up wiſdom,and 60 theron to walk in the obſcure darkneſs of the night, Pomnieer- 
afterwards the bodies of the moſt knowing men of and to have behind youin the rear a Sergeant, who Ezreme 
the earih,as we read of Ariſtotle: beaſts, whoſe ſpoils haſteneth you forward , and all this is found in the diſaſter. 
we carry about us,our body, which according to ac- life ofthe ambitious. What paſſage is nor flippery in 

count hath for its portion about three thouſand dif= the favours of the world, all which are feathered 

eaſes, our ſou] which knoweth not what ſhal become and full of mutable conditions? What darknels is 

of her, and which cannot tell whether ſhe ſhall ſerve there in a wretched creature, wbo hath no pity at all 

as an immortal fewel to thoſe devouring flames that of himſelf, who maketh a liberty of his fetters, ho- 

have no limits but eternity,or no: All preach ro us nour of his ignominy ,and trophies of his torments ? 

our baſenels,all thunder our the terror and affright- What Sergeant is more troubleſom>-What ſpecres, 


Stars, created in a higher place than we; the Earth, 
which we tread under our feet, which ſerveth us for 


ments of God's judgments ; 'and amongſt ſo many 4 & what ſwords of fire more terrible thenthe pricks i 
of this enraged paſſion, whichis as much, and as vio- 

lently forceth man, as a Bull goared with a a 

ruſhet 


ſubje&s of humility you(O Noblemen) hav@leiſure 
to puff np your ſelves, and tq fill your minds with 
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The wheel 
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c 
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ruſheth chrough ſome headlong precipice? Where is 

it,that the ambitious man can tind place of ſtability, 

and centre of repoſe? If he be in queſt of honour, 

(and when is he not ?) behold him in a whirl-pool jn 

fire, behold him in the feveriſhacceſles of heat,and 

cold, which afford him no intermiſtion, Admit,ke ob- 
tain what he pretendethunto, no ſooner is he enga- 
gedin one way, but his feet itchto trarsfer him to 
another, If he be put upon terms of repulſe, behold 
him drenched in deſperate and furious Envie which 
maketh him die as many deaths,as there arc others 
more happy then himſelf. Verily,the wheel of 7xic;z 
is a ſilly Fable in compariſon of the tortures of the 
ambitious. That was a ſport,which Heliogabalm did, 
when he took his Courtiers, and commanded them 
to be tied, and truſled faſt toa great wheel, ard then 
rolled. and turned them up and down in the water, 
taking infinite pleaſure to ſee them ſometime aloft, 
ſometime below, ſometime to taſte the ſweetneſs of 


the air, and ſometime to be deepiy plunged in the 20 make a fragment of an Epitaph on their Tomb : that «51a 


water, where of neceſlity they drank more then 
enough. Ambitious men daily at the ſame play, but 
they perſonate it Tragically:their life is wholly com- 
nofed. of leaps, bounds, and skips , they are the very 
reeds,the very ſhuttle-cocks of inconſtancy, they .are 
meer wind«blown baloons,which are tofled this way 
and that way, ſometime with the foot, fomerime 
with the hand. They are enforced upon all occaſions 
to bear the fool's bable, and they miſerable have 


X 11. Obſtacle, Ambztion. Part 1, 


man to be abſolutely Lord of the whole Univerſe 
for a time,and a facrifce of Hel! tor ever ? But that, 
which maketh the madnels ol ambitious men much 
more ridiculous,and deplorable,js, that they all their 
life-time rake pains for wind, for ſmoak,tor nothing.  _. . 
The world uſeth them as Laban did poor Jaceb : at- 320mm 
ter he had been roaſted, congeled, aMicted, ham- v*1 ior 74- 
mered on all des, he thoughto have a fair Rachel, 7: 


and found a blear-ey'd wench by his {:de, Every day 


10 a thouſand fair promiſes, a thouſand hopes, a thou. 


ſand fanſizs,and no effe&t. This fair Rachel,this pre- 

rended honour, after ſo many ſervices cometh not ; 

diſgrace, mucl} more ugly then was L*2, isto be 

tound in the ſame bed of repoſe. = 
It oftentimes happeneth,the greateſt men,who have 2, :. 

paſſed ſome thirty, ſome tourty years,to build a } or- #97 

rune with a thouſand diſturbances, a thouſand indi- ,;,.Z ,.:;, 

gnities,find,they muſt part with this world,and that in«gmteres 

they have heaped up nothing but a poor title to !7/% 


muſe p a [ . t Fy - 


is it, which the Latize Philoſopher bravely pronoun- '/77 47: 


ced. Yet are theſe the moſt fortunate. Others,with- 7 nap" 
out ever ſetting foot into pretended greatneſs, fall ;'/-, 
piece-meal into ruin. They are tragical Stage-plays, j,c..;i ci 
where the ſucceſſes of the ambitious may be read :# <p. 9. 
both in ſacred, and profane Hiſtories. An Hamay 795'<a 
hanged on a gibbet fifry cubits high,to be beheld atar ep... 
off,and on a gibber,which he had prepared tor a man, 

whom he deigned nor to rank amongit the num- 


drunk with ſo long and deep draughts of the water 30 ber of his ſlaves. An Abſalcm, after he had diſturb. : 7... :5. 


of forgetfulneſs, that they cannot awaken them- 
ſelves trom their drunkenneſs, until death come to 


* cloſe up their eyes. 


Captivity 
of charge. 


Were it not a thouſand times better to plant 
Coleworts,and roaſt Cheſsnuts, then to live amongſt 
ſo many ſervile complacences unworthy of a noble 
ſpiric, ſo many fruſtrated pretenſions, fo many illuſt- 


ons, ſo many ſcornfull repulſes,ſo many hopes,which 
crack like a cloud, and raiſe a tempeſtuous ſtorm, 
where ſhade,and ſweet refreſhment is expected ? It 40 ſtabs of daggers in the Senate-houſe of Pompey,after 


is a wonder to behold men to betray their reaſon to 
court the Fortunes of Great men, to bereave them- 
ſelves of comfort,repoſe,and liberty,to be ſurprized 
ina Mill full of skreaking noiſes, in a confuſed tur- 
moil of difficult and thorny affairs, poorly to beg a 


ed the Court of his father, found ſnares in the hairs 

of hisown head to entangle him (as it is faid) to a 

fatal tree,and die transfixed with the ſharp points of 

three Lances. An Abimclech, after he had made his Ji. 9, 
enraged ambition float in the blood of threeſcore 

and ten of his own brethren, cruſhed under a Tyle, 
thrown from the hand of a woman. Nebrichadnezzar Dn. 4. 
became a beaſt. Semiramis ſlain in a brutifh paſſion 

by the hand of her own Son.Ceſar gored with many 


he had cauſed golden mountains to be carried in tri- 
umph, finding no more land to conquer, he having 
gained ſo much,wanted five or ſix foot of ground to 
make him a Sepulchre, Another, who had taken for 
enſign a world,with the helm of a Ship,and his Mot- 


little ſayvour, which perpetually eſcapeth them, and 
......,, Oftentimes breaks asa glaſs inthe beauty of its luſtre, 
Dia!og..1, Petrarch well acquainted with theſe conſiderations, 
lib... De ſpake theſe moſt remarkable words: ** Miſerable 


ro, Hoc opz ſhewing, that his ambitions tranſported Rr: 


him not to any lower pitch, then the world's con- 


apud Ty- 


portum. 


queſt, found himſelf ro be ina worſe eſtate then if he Exxeue-. 


had been a Swabber in a Ship. Another Favorite 0 


f Greray, 


Counrtil, 


rermaedin, 
Su4 negona 
gevere labo- 
* ſiem,quid 
cenſeas Altte 
na ,pracipre 
{ *hentium, 
quibu e pla- 
CH?ſs0 Perpee 
tua ſerviins 
e&t dif] lt: K- 
ae diſcri- 
men ? Ex 
quo amibitie 
ont ſerve 
cepiſti, [404 
UIVErE AE52 - 
iti. Vilu 
r1b4 eft amt- 
734, 145, 
fama,quies , 
ottu , ſecurt- 
ta. Vix di- 
Ugtnt Re- 
ges,mfe quit, 
oxnihus tits 
oletlis,fe eo- 
rum l:ibidin: 
ſervum 
fect. 


© ambitious men,every one hath ſo much trouble to 5o Prolomy, King of Egypt,mounted to fo high a degree :5.,. 


** ſpin the web of his own affairs, and to bring them 
**roa good end, and thou with much chearfulneſs of 
** heart pryeſt into other mens bulineſs, yea, into the 
** affairs of Great men, whom it is impoſſible to 
** pleaſe without perpetual ſervitude, nor difpleaſe 
** without moſt evidenrdanger. After you began to 
** ſerve others, you ceaſed ro live to your ſelt: life, 
** virtue, renown, repoſe, ſafeguard allislo{l to thee, 
* Great men love none but ſuch, who forſake all to 
<* make themſelves ſlaves to their paſſions. 

What ſweats of death, ſaith Mounfſteur D* Axcre, 
never tohave one hour of reſt, to be enforced to 
give audiences, troubleſom, tumuſtuous, and clamo- 
rous; to hear and receive ſuits, and unjuſt ſupplica- 
tions; to be embroiled in affairs, repleniſhed with 
knots and thorns; to make Manual Signatures de- 
void of conſcience; that you may not diſpleaſe a 
Great man, to grant unlawtull Decrees, wicked 
Commitſions, attended by infamous executions? 


of honour, that he had but two diſcontentments in 
this life , the one, that he could grow no more, {0 
creat he was become; the other, that the King,with 
all his revenews,ſecmed to him too poor to add any 
encreaſe of riches. Tew days after, this miſerable 
creature was ſurprized by King, Ptolemy courting a 
Miſtreſs of his, for which contempr in that inſtant the 
Lady was enſorced to drink poiſon,and the unfortu- 
nate Courtier was hanged before his own lodging. 


60 Another minion of the Emperour Conſt aatizs, after , , 


he had manag'd the affairs, wars, revenews,houſhold, 
Perſon of the Emperour, was difgraced, and put 
to death, becauſe he preſented to his Maſter (at that 
time incenſed with choler ) a Pen, il'-made for wri- 
ting,to ſign certain Diſpatches withall. Afacrinz,a 
Hunter, a Fencer, a <crivener, became an Oratour, 
then a Fiſcal, next Pretour of the Palace, then Em- * 
perour,and laſtly was maſſacred with his Son Diaaz- 

menus. Ablavinas,moit powerfull under Conſtantine, 


(apits 


E Unapinus 
in o£ des, 


:Alchough the pretenſions of ambition were a 4 torn in pieces under Conſtantsxs as a Victim. 


whole world, can they deſerve to be purchaſed with 
the prejudice of conſcience ? What would it avail 


Whſt circumvolutions, what Comedies, what Tra- 
gedies, what Examples to thoſe, who in this world 
have 


Book 2. 


have no other aim but to become great, caſting un- 
der foot all Laws, both Divine, and Humane 2 Out 
Hoadet, Alafs!it is ſaid, that Cambyſes,King of Perſra,to teach 
lib.s. TJuſtice to a certain Preſident of his, who newly then 
cftitered into Office, commanded him to cover the 
chair of Judicature with the skin of Seſamne: his fa- 
ther, put to death,and flayed, becauſe he had been an 
Note, ill Judg. What ſhould he do, being ſeated on this 
wofull Tribunal, upon the blood of his father, bur 


The HOLY COURT. 


Concluf.on of the Second Peok. 


miſe without faith, ſwear without regard, command 
without reaſon, appoint without order, affe& with- 
out choiſe, hate without cauſe, wa!k without a path, 
ard tolive perpetually baniſhed from one's ſelf,ſo to 
become too much tied to one's ſelf; T his.is the life of 
a Courtier, who hath alienated himſelf from the life 
of God. Add hereunto,that vice is commonly wait- 
ed on with a moſt paintull life, whereingf endeavour 
be not uſed to ſancifie it by virtue, there is found a 


become wiſe by a dreadfull experience ? An infinite 10 Hell anticipated, where a Paradiſe is imagined, 


number of ambitious men are in Office, and Magi- 
firacy, mounted upon the ruins, and blood of their 
Predeccſſours,who have made moſt wicked,and de- 
plorable trials, and have purſued the ſame ways, 
without fearing the like event, 

»nfrati- TI. Learn (O Noblemen) that all the greatneſs of 

ons. the world cannot make you Great, if not by con- 
tempt of it. All therein is little, and yet to deſpiſe 
that little, is a great matter. 


S1YtUS mm 
n:hliothe- 


"param, Halcyon's neſt, which ſeemeth ſowed to her body. 
N#n ef m:- Matters moſt aptly proportioned to our nature are 
women i» the beſt. What face ſoever a man ſets upon it, heis 
ra neg/i- Jirtle. Much turmoil of government,and affairs,may 
zeremt= well hinder him, but never make bim happy. 

Sowercin IT. You muſt uſe the honour, which God hath 
cumvenunt allotted you,as the coin of his coffers, for which you 
pct: in his laſt judgment are accomptable, and muſt li- 


ad rerram Mit your pretenſes and deſires with mediocrity : 


Petrus Bleſenſi s,Chancellour to theArch-Biſhop #xift. 4. 


of Canterbury, having ſome time attended in the 
Court of the King of Exglaxd, recounteth the evils, 
he there found by experience, ina Letter, which he 
addreſled to the Chaplains of the ſame Prince. There 
he complaineth, the Courtiers many times ſuffer for 
Hell all thoſe pains, which St. Pax/ endured for Hea-. 
ven: for they are expoſed to dangers, both of ſea, 
and land, rivers, and mountains, thieves, and falſe 


TT. Know, that your Fortunes ought to be asthe 2© brothers, to fafting, and watching, to wearineſs,and 


to all the incommodirics of humane life, 

He hath ſeen (he faith) bread and wine ſerved up, 
which one could not pur into their mouths withour 
ſhutting their eyes, ſuch loathing it enforced, and vi- 
ands that killed men under the ſhew of nucriment, 
He hath known Lords draw their ſwords for a cab- 
birn,which deſerved not a battel among hogs. He hath 
ſeena Prince,who delighted to be attended by Offi 
cers ſuddenly ſurprized, ro whom he gave notice of 


proſ19% otherwiſe you ſhall be as they, who wandered per- 30 his remove, when they had Phyſical drugs in their 
perventiin . 


Perrus Petually about the mountain of Fir, without ever 


Bleſenſis arriving at the land of Promiſe. 
p47s $0. 


Concluſion of the Second Book, 


That the life of” a bad Courtier is a perpetnal 
obſtacle to Virtue, 


s OE O approve good by words, and purſue evil in 
; effect : rocondemn the world, and adore it : to 


bellies,and made them oftentimes run themſelves out 
of breath through foreſts, and darkneſs, and at other 
times, to pine away in expectation of all that which 
would bur fruſtrate their hope. He hath ſeen harbin- 
gers troubleſom before they received giſts,and moſt 
ungrateful after they had them,who made no ſcruple 
to put an honeſt man out of his lodging, and co pull 
him both from table and bed,ihat he might he in the 
ſtreets, Hehath ſeen at Court Porters worſe then 


defire heaven, aud be fixed to theearth : to love go (erberus,with whom the memory of a benefic laſted 


one's {elf exceſſively, and live perpetually contrary 
to the better part of our ſelf : to ſeek for peace,and 
live in an everlaſting warfare : to lodg in one ſame 
hearr, tire and ice, ſickneſs and health, joy and for- 
row,death and life : to command imperioufly, and 
obey faintly : to be ever abroad, and never out of 
priſon : to dream without ſleep, and ſleep without 
repole ; to be divided to all the world, and never 
within one's ſelf; ro wiſh that which cannot be had, 


not three days,and who took pleaſure ro make thoſe 
ſtand in the durt and rain, that had obliged them. 
Buffoons and Jeſters found ever free paſſage: no- 
thing but virtue& honelly had a wainſcor face ſhew- 
ed them. Finally,all the plagues of Zgypr dwelt there, 
frogs, flies, ulcers, rivers of blood, a land of iron, a 
heaven of braſs : ſuch a confuſion of men & beaſts,of 
affairs and concurrences, of game and quarrels, that 
this kind of life ſeemed to be a little tigure of Hell. 


and contemn what is poſlefled : ro ſeek after that 59 I paſsunder filence what Zan hath written of the 


which hath been deſpiſed, and hourly to change re- 
ſolution: to exerciſe no piety but by conſtraint, 
nor reaſon bat by fits: not to avoid one ſin but by 
another,and to deſcend into the precipice with open 
eyes: to take upthe buckler after the wound re- 
ceived, and to be cured by the overthrow of health ; 
to: ſlake thirſt with ſalt water, and quench fire with 
ſulphure : to have no conſtancy, but for evil, nor 
amity for any thing, but that which deſerveth itnor: 


miſery of ſervitours,ard officers of great men,in the 
treatiſe which he to that purpoſe made for his friend 
Timocles. There you behold one not yet become an 
arrant gull, who thruſls him ſelf forward co make a 
fortune in the houſe of a rich man ; he beginneth to 
get the favour of ſome ſervants, who make' mops 
and mews at him behind his back, when they have 
taken his gifts : he cloatherh himſelt in faſhion, and 
puts on the livery of him,whoſe grace he ſecketh, he 


to have fotuſh actions, and glorious pretexts , as 60 multiplies bis paces, & viſits daily, never gaining one 


much faith as the Ice, and aſſurance as the Wind : to 
be the (lave of a thouſand falſeDeities,and not to re- 
flect on the true Divinity : to prefer the fetters and 
onious of Fgypt, before the liberty and palms of the 
heavenly $1 : to leave Paradiſe, to follow the gar- 
dens of T'axtalus, and thoſe enchanted Iflands,which 
recoil backward according to the proportion we 
think to approach them ; ro-carry, under a ſmooth 
countenance, a heart ſpotted as the skin of a Pan- 


good countenance from my Lord,nor my Lady, In 
the end,ifit once happen he be looked on,or ſpoken 
to,heis ſomewhat amazed, and maketh anſwer little 
to the purpoſe which occalioneth laughter, One ob- 

erveth his reverences, another caſts an cye on his 
poſture ; another takes account of his words. . Ke is 
found to be ſomewhar ſotriſh, yer he is not out of 
hope, fo that he may be favoured. Therevpon he 
mult trot up and down the ſtreet, and employ tis 


ther : to join a voluptuous life to a penurious;avarice 70 belt friends to purchaſe his ſlavery. On the other 


to prodigality, ſervitude to predominance , nobility 
to baſeneſs; pride to miſery, & envy to pity : to pro- 


part,inquiſition is made into his life, as if they would 
chooſe him Governour of a Proyince,andin the end 


of 


GI 


— 
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of the-matter,it is found he is taken in but to keep a 
little dog. This is it, which happened to T he/mopelis 
the Stoick Philoſopher : for a Roman Lady that kepr 
* himinher houſe, after ſhe had called him aſide, and 
uſed much diſcourſe with him concerning his capa- 
city, his virtue,and worth, ſhe reſolved to beſtow a 
great office on him,which was to take charge of her 
little Bitch that was ready to whelp. 
When all obſtacles and oppoſitions are diſſolved, 


if one enter into the houſe of this Lord, he ſeemeth 10 


to paſs into Heaven, ſo unwillingly the golden yoke 
is put on, which murdereth him under the ſhew of 
enriching, _ 

In the mean time the old ſervants look on this 
new-come gueſt, and if he be any thing lettered, or 
have ſome talents of wit, or ability , they fear leſt 
he ſhould grow too far into the good liking of the 
Maſter. Behold the cauſe, why they diſgrace him 
as much as they can, even to the framing of Hiſto- 


TI, 


Conclu{ on of the Secend Book. Part x. 


Courtizars , who enteriain witlefſs Amoriſts with 
words, ard never afford what they promiſe, until 
thoſe tall into the inability of giving, and thele into 
diſtaſte of receiving, 

That man is in ſome ſort excuſable,who tak8s pain 
to taſt ſome excellent viand : but to waſte one's ſelf 
with labour ,and travel,to ſee another man ſeed,un- 
der the colour that be will afford us ſome part of 
that he enjoyeth, how can it be but ridiculous ? 

If you will have the Court ina piece of painting, 
repreſent unto your ſelf ( ſaith he) a goodly golden 
Portal upon an inaceſſible mountaiy, all environed 
with precipices , where nothing is to be ſeen but 
arms and legs broken, but maimed and miſerable 
people ; within riches ſitting, all of Gold, and ve- 
ry lovely : the Courtier beholdeth her with an eye 
full of admiration and aſtoniſhment. Hope, clothed 
in a party-coloured garment, goes before him, and 
taking him by the hand encourageth him to make 


ries upon his genealogy, and life, which prove very 20 his approach co this Divinity. Then followeth de- 


prejudicial to him. 

If bargain be to be made upon wages to be given 
him, they pur into the liſt of account, the name, the 
quality, the titles of the houſe, and ſome ſuborned 
Aatterer ſhall ſay, the ſervice he doth to ſo great a 
perſonage ought to be in the ſtead of recompenſe : 
yet notwithſtanding they ſpare not to amuze him 
upon the hope of great gratuities yearly given, of 
favours, and imaginary courteſies. 


ceit,that delivers him over to ſervitude, ſervitude to 
travel, which perpetually toyleth him in an infinity 
of moſt painful labours. Travel, when it hath tho. 
rowly worn it out, giveshim up to old age, already 
griſly pale, and invaded with many maladies. From 
thence ignominy ſeizeth on his perſon, and drag- 
eth him along againſt his will into deſpair, which 
is the cauſe hope flieth from him, and vaniſheth into 
ſmoke. Then he is no more ſuffered to paſs through 


For this (ſaith he) he muſt paſs over bloody days, 30 the Golden Portal, by which he entered in, but 


and reſtleſs nights, drop ſweats of death, live wretch- 
edly,ſwallow affronts, praiſe all that which is blame- 

« worthy, and condemn what is laudable, flatter,lye, 
ſmile in looſing, and oft-times ſerve for a laughing- 
ſtock, as an ape tyed to his clog, He muſt bear co- 
ronets of flowers, and titles, hke an old pillar of a 
tomb, and in effe& have nothing, no, many times 
not ſo much as the wages bargained for, wherewith 
he cannot be payed, but by breaking all hope of 
payment. 

To conclude, the Court reſembleth thoſe crafty 


through ſome wretched back-way Poſtern, that he 
may not behold the _—_ ſpeRacle of a poor de- 
crepit old man, gaked, gorbelled, and wan, who 
hideth his ſhame with one hand, and ftrangleth 
himſelf with the other. He bath no better thing to 
meet withal at his going out,then repentance,which 
weeping waiteth on him in the way, the more to 
augment his miſery. | 

** Happy he, who, not being able to ſanRifie the 


40 © miſeries of the world,at the leaſt ſeeketh for a re- 


* treat in the ſweetneſs of repoſe. 


hes 
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The RE ADE R. ſhall obſerve,this Book, being compoſed for a more familiar mnſtruttion, ts the 
leſs inlarged in diſcourſes and allegations, but ( as moſt convenient ) more kntt and ſuccin 
in precepts, 1 have purpoſely made it deciſive and in manner of Aphoriſms, as the Antients 
handled moral things, to make them the more compendicus and profitable. 


et 


The firſt SEC T1ON. 
Devotion of Great Men. 


li.” ” SIOYBIaAEF more worth ( faith S. Gre ory Na- 
"Apuvey CJGERNES £5412) is a good dumb work, 
#ryo0r Ee $ E then an eloquent Oration without 
xeciarey EINE {SV effet. A golden tongue, and a lea- 
dneixls SSSY US den heart, never matched together, 
ayes, Itis nothing for one to have the Trumper on his 


lip, who hath not the Torch in his hand, . accor- 
ding to the example of thoſe brave Soldiers of Ge- 
deou. The voice of great S. Athanaſius was a thun- 
der-clap, and his life a lightning-flaſh, faith the fore. 
alledged Authour, becauſe words never thunder 


well, ifexamples enlighten not, 
To 


Book 3. 


To what purpoſe isit to warble lik- a Lute,and to 
be deaf to the harmony thereof ? To carry where- 
with to ſhift and cleanſe others, as the aſs of the hot- 
houſe, and be himſzlf perpetually bemyred, and (l0- 
venly 2 1o buzzup and down like a drone,or hum- 
ble-bee, and neither make hony, nor wax ? Allthe 
Devotion of A ſoul truly Chriſtian tendeth to pra- 
Qice, asthe line to its centre. Our wiſdom (faid S. 

Cyp.tb.de Cyprian) is a prudence of works, not of words,or 

pareetky Paper. This 1sit, which hath given me occaſion, 
1oſopht ; 

fattis, non 26.5 treated of Motives,Obſtacles,and Remedics, 

verbs ſu which.men of quality may have in the way of ſpiri- 

"ns . tual life, briefly to preparealittle praRtice of vircues, 

q«mnr, ſed gg hich more concerneth their condition, to behold 

one them afterwards appear in the Hiſtory of Courts, 
which 1 purpoſe to begin in this preſent volumn. 

ir much 1mporteth at the very firſt entrance, to 

make a good idea of Devotion, which many plailter 

over in their own manner, and attire with their paſ- 

ſion, making+that ſometimes ſerve ſor vice, which 

beareth the ſceptre of virtue. Some imagine devo- 

tion to be nothing but an ordinary practice of un- 

ſeemly geſtures, and motions, ſuch as little puppers 

would make, if chey were animated wich ſome ſmall 

quantity of quick-{1]yer, * Others make uſe of devo- 

tion, as Dionyſt #s the Tyrant did of Philoſophers, not 

that he loved them, bur that folding himſelf in their 

cloaks, he thought he ſhould be honoured by the 

people. So ſhall you finde ſometimes in the world 


: - . N . * n , z : 74s ere 3 
thoſe, who tor a vain intereſt of reputation will 30 IX. A good devotion,to make choiſe of ſervants, :-/ 


cloath themſelves with the robe of falſe devotion, as 
if one ſhould ſeek to ſhelter himſelf under a wer 
ſack. 1 ſpeak not here of devotion,which concerneth 
Religious men, nor that which is in the ſweerneſs of 
contemplation, but I affirm the virtue of devotion, 
according to S. Thowas, is nought elſe but a prompr 
will to the ſervice of God. Noblemen have cauſe 
t0 aſpire thereunto, 
True dero- T, A good devotion in Great men is to have a 
i gn great and faithfull feeling of the Majeſty of God, 
Seite de not ſerving him with exteriour ſemblances, but ſin- 
venine mn cerely, cordially, conſtantly,holding all the Maxims 
$ap... Of tate and condition under the rules of conſcience; 
and diſpoſing themſelves rather to hazard all, then 
to loſe God by one ſole ſin. 
ad 1-0 good devotion, to clip the wings of the co- 
points, and VEtouſnels of riches, ard greatneſs : covetouſneſs, 
exa*n WHICh never findech meaſure but in extremities, nor 
Anime ir- Other period then a precipice, Take heed of a ſoul 


reverentt &f 


" withouc bridle, without reverence. 


= png It. A good devorion, not to reach at the'goods 
Ecc!. 23.6. Of the Church by any falſe pretenſe, reprefented in 
the Court of Rome, by any black or covert deceits, 
ſowed together with white thread, nor afterward 
tocharge a man with titles, like an old Sepulchre, 
and hold to himſelf the Patrimony of 7eſws Chriſt, 
74 felle a. Fherewith to fatren Dogs, and feed Hawks, or fuch 
maricudins, Other infamous creatures, which live on the ſins of 
& in obliga- others. Tinally, theſe goods are Eagle's ſeathers, 
None migut- * ha 
Fats, 


ap 9. 8. lodged there, it remaineth ina bitterneſs reple- 
2 REP. 21, : Ep . . © : 
NET ow niſhed with gall, and in the perplexed intrieations 


jungitis do- of (in, 


mm 44.9 IV A good devotion, not to encroachtpon the 
azram agro POA=!110ns of your neighbour, nor enforce the good 
copus Na+: to fell his land for the accommodation and 
ſq; ad tey- 


men loc, CONCNT Of your Lordſhip, butyf hewill leave it, to 


JRL give him a good price, a reaſonable rate, a full fatis- 
var Pits tachion. zo to you (ſaid Iſaiah) who annex houſe to 


medio terre? houſe, inheritance to inheritance, as far as the laxd 


Vaiah 5%. fretcheth. World eu dwell alone in the midſt of the 
earth ? = 
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20 affairs, conſcience, to handle them faithfully . Cilt- rerram, 


Devotion of Great men, C3 


V. A good-devotion, in things, which one may Piſ#'ve | 
riglhcfully exaR,to be ſtaid, juſt, temperate, not C- ;,,9;:aws, 
ve.ous,no Harpy,no tyrant, but to extend the bow- {i've /4/ 
els of compoſiion towards the poor, who are our 57” £7 
fleſh & blood,to open the eys,not to invent riew im- tial $3.6. 
politions,that may draw the marrow from the pco- 
ple, but to take away, or leſſen the old,that neceſ- 
ſity requireth no more. Salvia complaineth that S*(vian.'.5. 


T De gubers 
in his time there were as many Tyrants as Lords & 9.,, 


Quo; Curts 


109 Courtiers, And that is the cauſe why God gave the ««, wr Ty- 


Roman Empire as a prey to Barbarians, being Maſt." 
ers more mild then the coverouſneſs of Grear ones, 

VI. A good devotion, to diſcharge his debts, and N- mw 
pn and never ſuff.r the wageSof the poor _ 

reling to ly hid in his*Coffers. 114 apyd te 

VII. A gooddevotion,to attend publick charges, *//** ©* 
which you are toundergo,efpecially thoſe what con+ 1ev.1 9.12 
cern diſtribution of juſtice, with underſtanding,con. 2g 5» 
ſcience,and diligence : underſtanding, to know the "4, 
gence, not to draw out the expedition of cauſes in *** * 
languiſhing delays, ſo prejudicial to the publick. 

VII. A good devorion, in baniſhing ſuperfluity 7-32: 
of apparel and taſt,exceſſes,curioſities, houſhold-vi- ©" =, 
ces : 'to cauſe modeſty, frugality, employment, ard .,c,./« 
virtue to reign, and to bethe tirſt himfelE to light {+ 41s, 
the Torch to his family. Tox maſt neceſſarily expell 7, reg 
delights ; for their tenderneſs and exceſſes weaken and fires. file 
enervate all Religicn, on 


teſt 
to inſtru, or makethem honeſt, and ro eſteem no 
man faithful in your ſervice, who is diſloyal io God: 
Not to be defirous to keep a bad ſervant for one's . 111@de 4. 
own intereſt , though the whole houſe would be '*j*/e- 
changed into Gold by his hands. A 

X, A good deyorion, to hinder diforders,and ns, Eccic 

which are committed in publick;when you have an- ** 
thority in your hands , without ſhewing your ſelf 
inſatiable to revenge your own proper injuries,and 


49 more cold then Ice in the quarrel of God. hey 2 ;, 


man hath the power in his hands to ſtay a ſun,to permit o# © «1 
. * . . . . 1 .:M, 
it is to commit it, Thele are points of devotion, *,... 

which we mult hereafter more amply digelt. 


7 he ſecond SECTION. 


In what all Devotion and (jaritanl life 


confifteth. 


./ On, who aſpire to ſpiritual life, know there are 
FO 


three ſorts of man in you alone, the Vegetal, rreeforts 
Animal, aid Intellectual ; and that all your perfe- of man in 
ion conſiftech in putting the Vegeral and Animal 
man under the ſcet of the Intellectual. A great num- 
ber of men are now a days Vegetals, thatis to lay, 
who ſo live as if they had no other ſoul bur the ve- 
gerative,as plants,and lead the very life of the muſh- 
rome. Others are Animal, who make their fouls 
wholy evaporate in ſenſual love, in choler, rage, in 
brutiſhneſs. Few ſhall you find, who are IntelleQual, 


which eat, and conſume others : whilſt a ſoul is 60 who work with reaſon,and underſtanding, And be- 


hold 'wherein conſiſteth our excellency and repoſe, 
to wit, inraiſing the Intellectual man, many rimes 
curriſhly trampled on under the feet of concupt- 
ſcence, to his proper ſphere, which is the knowledg 
and union with God. 
To arrive to this point, it is good to note a wor- 
thy do&rine of Hugo of S. Viftor: to wit, that there yuge mice, 
is above us a creating Trinity,Father,Son,and Holy 2. codic. 1, 


. "I , . el7. 
Ghoſt, inus acreated Trinity, underſtanding, me- 1; 5.7. 


O ny; will , about us a dangerous Trinity, titillati- dottive cf 


on, deleRation,conſent ; under us an unhappy Tri- #z" 
nity, into which we fall by ſin, ignorance, weaknek, 
impufitte, 


64 Te HOLY COURT. 
impuritie. Reaſon falleth into a triple ignorance, 
of good and evil, of true and falſe, of ſuteable and 
diſproportionable, Memorie into three kinds of 
thoughts , affeionate, being ſuch as concern ſen. 
ſuality , burchenſom, as appertaining to the toils of 
life ; idle,as all vain thonghcs are, The Will ſuffer- 
ethit ſelf to be ſurprized with three kinds of nets, 
which are concupiſcence of fleſh, concupiſcence ot 
eyes, and ambition of lite, 


Part 1; 


. 
Devotion, and Spiritual life, 
what it 45 tv, walig2 the proſpevons, to perſecute the miſerable, 
to court the yich, 10 [eck out (age proper intereſts, 10 enlarge his 
eſtate ly unjuſt prattices, to ſov.h his ſezſcs, to content his cu- 
rioſity, nor 10 extent ain bis pleaſurcs. 
He js nei:her puffed up with pride, nov precipitated by ambi- 


tion, tuckled Ly vain-g/0ry, nor en flamed with deftie of honour 3 
not over-born with delight s,not. enawa by batvefl, io: troubled 
with contentions, not terrified by force, nor ſoftened by pleaſure. 
Boldneſs mak $ hum not impudent, miquily unjuſt, obſtinacy of 
beart untrattableginconſtancy variable yigour op intonative , ſury 
witleſs, gourmandize curious, diſobedience rebellious, wanty 


A man reduced to this ſtate'reſembleth King 1 © « vaun'er, infidelity treacherons, eaſineſs of nature fickle, eruel- 


Nebuchadyczzar, who went out of his Throne to: 
eat hay with brute beaſts: ſo the miſerable man, after 
he hath __ the ſeat of Reaſon, goeth into the 
ſable with Is beſtial Paſſigns. The true and onely 
means to free your ſelf from ſuch unhappineſs, and 
to return to your firſt dignity,is to open your heart 
to the pfaces, and lights of the Holy Ghoſt, and to 
diſpoſe your ſelf to praQtce of virtues, which dire. 


ly refiſt theſe three plagues of ſpiritual lite, igno. 


rance, weakneſs, impurity. Theſe are the three mon- 25 


ſers,which a ſpiritual man ought neceſſarily to ſub. 
due,that he afterward may enjoy an aſſured repoſe. 

Now to the end you may the more perfetly un- 
derſtand the difference between. the carnal and ſpi- 
ritual man, I will in this Diſcourſe following ſet 
their CharaQters before your eyes, 


The Character of the Carnal Man, 


Hi is a man,who liveth according to man, that is to ſay, 
according to himſelf, who applieth all to hrmſelf, and 
, wir makes of bimſelf his ſcope, hu end, bis Divinity. He goes 
e Vita com p . 
yemepd, whithey be liſteth; be converſeth by bumour and phantaſie; be 
Secundsm ſleepeth when be will, and as much as he will; he eats, and 
ſeipſu#. y. drin(F, and laughs, without rule,or meaſure ; be ſpeaks with« 
vere, out diſcretion,or reſervation. All that which 8s ſweet to the 
ſmelling, ſoft in tonching, pleaſing tothe eye, delicate tothe 
taſt, charming to the ear, ſeems to be created for bim. He pa/- 


fionately ſecks after jt, and bath no moe in bu paſſions, 


Drawn 
from Tro- 


ſper lib. 3. 


but the powe; of his brutiſhneſs, nor maketh any diſtrattion 
of things permitted and prohibited 1n the licence of all plea- 
ures. 
A charizate s All ſpiritual ations ave batefull to him: bs ſoul, after it 
0 roy hath loſt the good. for which we were made, wandereth at ran- 
royks veſilie, (Om i the vaſt emptineſs of creatures, and 1ſſueth out by the 
Forisin Fares of all the ſinſes, to glut its concupiſcente . 
exreriora ſic Tf jt bappen he be deprived the contentments he purſues 
projict. ( as oftentimes the Divine Providence frameth Obſtacles c- 


Senſararum no ugh againſt bis depraved deſires )be entertarneth himſelf with 


peg the Idea of bis pleaſures, that be may leave nothing in bis ſoul 

ſamaz. untainted with corruption: be makes bis Memorte guiliy by 
the repreſentation of his paſſed luſt; be heareth without Voice, 
he ſmelleth without Odour, he taſteth without Reliſh, be ſecs 
without Colouis, be toucheth without Body, and createth ima- 
ginarie Sins to gain real Torments. 

Illa rudis . 

eſt, illa di- The Throat, or Love. All women, who have made any tmpreſ- 


cacula,illa ſion 01 his Thoughts, are perpetually remembred in bis di- 

deformis,illa ſcourſe : one in bis opinion is fair, and another courteous ; 

formeſa, ane is rude, and another wily; this is plain, aid that paint- 
ed : the bead-dreſſing of one pleaſeth, the chopin of the other : 
behavizour is graceful in this, diſcourſe in the other, 

In the end this immortal ſpirit is fixed to fleſh, and ſold to 
luſt, to ſerve as an maſtrument for Devils in this life, and to 
afford fewel ſor the flames of Divine vengeance #n the life io 
come. | 


The CharaRer of the Spiritual Man. 


Partly T He ſpiritual man is properly he,who treadeth in the paths, 
_ which the Saviour of the world traced out unto us by his 
fare pro. Example : who contemneth the proſperities,which FESUS 


fperlib. 2. CHRIST deſpiſed, who ſeareth aot the adverſities, which 

De vits he moſt couragiouſly hath endured, who freely teacheth what 

contem.cap. he taught, who doth what be did, who hopes what be promiſed, 

21.lib.3. and follow:th where be led ihe way. 

—h Tw»& Thitube,who meditateth how to [ati«fie reaſon, not ſenſu- 

=, 09>. 25 , who more willingly fteth that which may eaifie then 
delight ; whoTebateth the point of carnal deþreg.' by ſpiritual 
pleaſures; who ſubjefteth the fleſhy to the ſpirit; who priferre'h 


the preſent time before the future; who will doall whith be 70 born of virtues, the begining of ſpirit 


will according tothe rules of the will of God, He never 
Nlandereth ; he never deſpiſeth any man but bimfelf; he knows 


ty barſh, perverſncſs jealous, revenge cholerick, nor malignity 
mjurious. His whole life is admirably interlaced between atti- 
on and contemplaiion, which make on earth a figure of Angels 
aſccading and deſcending, grving us in this life already atafte 
of the benefits, which we hope in the other. 

Aftive life makes him profit in the world, Contemplative 
(hewcth bim the way bow be may ſurmonnt the world. The 
one gocs toit by degrees, the other flics tothe top; the one 
makes bim boly, the other perfect; the one cauſuth bim to 
pardon'inquries, the other placeih bim beyond the ſenſe of an 
ſajurie; the one teacheth him to mortifie paſſions, the other e- 
ftabliſh:th him in the empire over all paſſions; the one dt- 
r1efteth ham to cloath the nakedne(s of the pooy, the other makes 
him to be deſpoiled of himſelf; the one unlooſeth the ſeiters of 
Priſoners by bis bands, and the other eachaineth him to Gad ; 
the one giveth ſuccour 10 the affii ficd by his means, andibe 
other voluntarily makes him af flift bimſclſ in the 1mitation 
cf the ſufferings of JESUS CHRIST; the one haſtencth to 
a neighbour, and the other abideth in God; the oze hath exey- 
ciſe, the other joy; the one conquereth, the other poſſeſſeth ;; 
the one knocketh at tht door, the o:ber entercath in; the once de- 
ſpi[eth the world, the other enjoyeth God. 

Finally, the ſpiritual man is a man coverotty of eternity, 
prodigal of life, little careful of the preſent, certain of the ſu- 
ture. Aman, who [eems no longey to have any commerce with 
tbe world, and who bath aothing {o familiar as a life that is 
as it were buried in death, and who flieth above Sepulchres 
like an Angel, who holdeth aot of the earth, but bythe ſlender 
root of natural nectſſities, and already toucherth heaven with 
a finger. A man, whois as yet in fleſh, thorgh be hath made 
an eternal diverce with fliſh, who u wnger-foot 10 all the 
world by humility, and above all the greatne(s thercof by con- 
tempt of it : who binds bimſelf, to be at liberty; who 
erncifieth bimſelf,, 10 combat ; who wortific:h himſelf 0 be gcom 
the more vigorous; who wuhereth, to flouriſh again; and daily whence 


dreth, that be may never die, Our evils 
come. 
R (a) Oculi 
The third SECTION. capti fodere 
cubuilia tals 


Of the firſt M nſler, which the Sprritual man > 
ſhould refilt, towit, Ignorance, and of the (v) Prins 


prafice of Virtues, by which it is ſubdued, own 


cauſa more 
* \ He greater part of men have dexterity in del- pore —o | 
ving the ground like Moles (a), and have no ram nſcire 


eyes to behold the Sun, Yet all evils proceed from jj" 


: . 4. 
All bis paſtime is onely among Dogs, Horſes, eurioſies of 5O ignorance,and the want of the knowledge of God. («) five 


(4) This is the firſt Monſter, which we muſt affaulr, ys of the 


ou 


the firſt Obſtacle we muſt take away. And for »;,ni;y of 
this effe& obſerve a wholſome dorine, to wit, that faith. 


God is the Sun of all the Intelligences, and that = Spa 


from this Sun five (c) rays of a lively and quickening da, arque 
light” are diffuſed over the darkneſs of our under. improba, 


perveniens 


ſtandings. Theſe five rays are Faith, Underſtanding, 9.5 »»» 
Council, Wiſdom,and Prudence. The firſt and moſt p4riinge in 


bi zelligentia : 


excellent light is Faith, becauſe the other rays do... 


60 well enlighten the ſoul in thoſe operations, of which /#p#r Chera- 


ay . . , - bin, 
it is as it were the Fountain, bur Faith alone raiſerh |” p* rg 


him above himſelf to his beginning, which is God, $eraphin, 


| (d) Faithis a virtue bold and urgent, which attains to / among 


that the Underſtanding cannot reach unto,meounteth a® ug, apud 
bove Cherubins, and flies above Seraphins, though yen M 
they have fix wings, A man without faith is as the 7,0." 


Pilot,of whom itis ſpoken in the Proverbs(e)that fell 1. 
aſleep and loſt his rudder. Whar virginity is to the (f }#' =@ 


nubes tene- 


body, the ſame is faith to the ſoul. Itis the firſt. ,,, & u. 
1 life, the {wmnwrans 


notfem, 


life of the underſtanding,as charity is thGhfe of the 7 by 


will, the pillar of the cloud ( f) which ach. 1P0 16 
a 


Fl 
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Praflice of Faith, 


Book 3. / 6 

' :. hel: = thi I. Throwghly to retain the ſummary of the Chriſtsan do- | 
faces: the one dark, : ar oe: ea 64 ops (trine, to inf, _ your ſelf of oe Lpenerx of > ona gy wt 
which are not apparent; 6 ig , not for curioſuy, but duty. To read, repeat, meditate, rumt- 
it believerh with an infallible aſſurance. natc them very often; to teach them 10 the ignorant in time of 
. need: but above all togive di;ettion to your family. that they 
/ ; my be inſlrutted in thoſe things which belong to the knewlecg 
Fourth SECTION, #f their ſalvation. It is an inſupportable abuſe to ſce ſo many, 
R | . ; who drag þ1k at their heels, aud have Lynx's eyes i petty 
© Prattice of Faith, affairs, to be many times flupid and brutiſh in matter of Rel;- 

; £101, and in the knowledz of God. 
\ Hat you may well practice the as of Faith, IV.To abhoy all innovation,and liberty of ſpeech,which in any 
PE | you muſt know the Nature, ObjcR, and Mo- 16 'b! bo _— A at the _ qa, oh 4 the Church, 

Is. . ; . | - »- Ard therefore 1t 15 neceſjary, as our Father $. lenatius _ __ 
pos - "a. (IVE thereof, Faith (fairh S. P anl) 1s the ff Peg hath ob/erved,t0 praiſe and pat 42s * Confeſſion,which ,, made JVicions 
rum ſub-. On of. hope, and the proof of things not apparent. © 108 Prieſt, and the frequent Communion of the ſaithſul, i4- 4: "os 
fntis'rt- fogydation of hope, 1n regard all whatſoever we hope \ 


rum, argite 


oo cx 11 Matter of Religion is grounded,upon Faith, as 
«parent. the ſtatue upon its baſis ; the proof of things net ap- 
Hebr.12-1* parent becauſe it is an infallible arguynent of cruths, 
whereofwe have not as yet evident norice. S. Ber- 
ard addeth, that it is a firſi-taſt, ccrtain,and velrn- 


veluntarie 1279, of truth yet wt manifeſted. The Gold-Smith 
75:aprati- laboureth upon gold, filver, and pretious ſtones, as 
batio necdu 


upon his proper obje& : and the object, which em« 
ployeth faith, are the myſteries revealed unto us by 
God, and propoſed by his Church. Such myſteries 

_ _— ought to be believed tor no other Motive, but for 
s. T2, that God the eternal Truth hath revealed them. 
+-9 The arguments, which aredrawn from the Prophe- 
Mould be- fies, Miracles, numbers of Martyrs, | wa; of the 
veve. Evangelical Law, from the correſpondency thereof 
' with Reaſon,from the admirable ſucceſs andconſent 

of all the Myſteries, from the converſion of the 
world, from the means which the Church hath uſed 
to eſtabliſh it ſelf, from her firm conſtancy amid{t 
Perſecutions, from the wiſdom and ſanRity of the 
Profeſſours of our Law,and ſuch like things, which 
I have produced in the firſt Obſtacle of the ſecond 
Book, are moſt powerful Conſiderations to intro- 
duce us to faith, and to make eaſie and familiar to 
us the as thereof: but they are not properly 
Motives of Faith. In the ſame manner, as the Soul 


propa! ats 
weritans. 


Rern. lib. 


tcrpreting the devotion of o'hers in agood ſenſe. concern- 

Vi. To recommend the Sacrifice of the Maſs, to love, pra- ing fincere 
(ice, 1e:ſwade others tothe laudable cuftom of being preſent Faith, 
the eat, as mitch as may be. Toeſteem Church-muſick, Pray. * H4c Au 
ers, Cxnonical bours, Supplications, Proceſſions, and ſuth like. ©*5, 

VI. To praiſe the Orders of Religion the vows of Poverty, YAN” 
Chaſtity, Obedience, works of Supererogation and Evantelical 14 
pe:fettron, ever generally preferring Virginitie and Continency notanda,n” 
20 #n diſcourſe before Marriage, " proband. 

VII. To eſteem of Reliques ;to recommend the veneration 
and inuocation of Saints ; 10 be much affetted to the ſervice 
of the moſt bleſsed Mother of God ; to approve of Pilgrimages, 
which are orderly performed, Indulgences, and Fubilies, 
which the glorious King S$, Lewis recommended to Philip his 
ſon in bis laſt words. 

IX.To have a religious opinion of the Abſlinences andF :fis 
in{tituted by the Church, and of the manner of Penances.and 
Mortifications, Which :elrgions and other devout perſons 
prouſly prafiice. 

X, To maintain the commandments of the Churih, and or- 
dinances of Superiours, both by word, and example ; and 
though their lives ſhould not be conformed 10 their doftrine, 
yet not to detraft, nor murmure at their attions in publick, or 
private, thereby to alter in the prople*s belief the reverence and 
reſpett to their dignity : but (as much as ſhall be expedient) 
FRO to admoni(h them ef their deſetive carriages in their 
charges. 

X1. Highly to eſteem the doflrine of ſacred Thrologieqwhich | 
is taught in Seholes,and to make accompt of the great Doftonrs , 
whom the Divine providence hath raifed mm this later Age va- 
lorouſlie to oppoſe Herefies. 

X11. Not to inſiſt is o:dinavie diſcourſes upon exagge- 


ZO 


. Yatrons, comparing men, who live inthis Age, with the 40+ 
How Faith draweth ;knowledg from fenſe , and yet notwith.. 40 ſites, Doftu = pn, Joon of antiquicle ge, 'e Apo 
_ ſtanding is above ſenſe, | ſo Faith : though ſhe X11I. To fiz our ſelves upon the reſolutions of the Church, 
do Y ſerve her ſelf with theſe Conſiderations, « whith that what our own peculiar reaſon would judg to be white, 
jon, 


are able to command the moſt contumacious ſpirits, 
yet is ſhe admirable raiſed upon a more ſuperemi. 
nent ſphere, and will abide no other tonch bur of 
the eternal Verity, which dartetha forcible light- 
ning-flaſh into the ſoul, able to dazle, enlighten, 
and ſurprize the moſt proſperous liberty, that may 


m_— : be imagined. Thence the ſoul cometh to believe, 
ifeth, not by humane diſcourſe, by Miracles, by Doctrine, 


by SanQtity, but becauſe God ſpeaketh inwardly 
unto it, and givethit ſo powerful a touch, that ſhe 
judgeth infallible whatſoever is revealed and pro- 
poſed unio her by the Church. Behold to what 
point the good S. E/zear Count of Arian was ar, 
rived, when he ſid he taſted matrers of Faith with 
ſuch certainty and reſolution ofunderſtanding, that, 
when Monſieur Af:ros{held for a prodigie of knows 
ledg in his time) and all the moſt famous DoQtours 
would have perſwaded him the contrary of what 
he had embraced in the ſimplicity of his heart, all 


Fy 


ach- 
ne, tt 


ſhock to his ſpirit, 
Faith are : 

I. To ſubmit proper judgment to God wth all ſimplicaty,and 
humility of ſpirit, who ſyeake'h unto us bj bis Church, by 


This admitted, the ads of 


know _ -Sergptures, by Traditions, by Councils, by Canons of «ht ſove- 
wheiher , . : 

one have 101818 Paſtours of the Church. 2 RD: 

Faith, I. To believe firmly all the Articles of Faith, which are 


propoſed tous, as well thoſe concerning the Divinity, as the 
Humanity of our Saviour : thoſe, which concern the Sacia- 
ments, and Ceremonies, as thoſeewbith appertain to h: order 
and government of tbe Church. 


their ſubtilties could not be able to give the leaſt - 


we to efteem it black, when the Decrees of the Church u ſelf 
ſhall be (0; alweys preſerriag the judgment of the Church b:- 
Jore our private opinion, kaowing that humane Reaſon, eſpeci- 
ally in matters of Faith, may calily be deceivid: but the 
Church guided by the promiſed Spirit of truth, cannot err. 
XIV. Not inconfiderately to be embroiled 81 the thorny 
Controverſies of Predeliaation ©: highly to commead Grate.aid 
"om but waiily without prejudice of Free-will,and Good- 
works. 
XV. Not fo to ſpeak of the love and mercie of God, that one 
may ſeem thereby toexclude the thoughts agd conſiderations f 
ſear and divine juſtice. 
Behold the ordinary Rules to preſerve your ſelf in 
faich. 1f you now deſire ro know how this virtue 
is purified and refined in man's heart, and in what 
conſifterh the excellency of its acts, behold them 
here, You muſt carefully take heed of having one- 
ly a dead Faith without Charity, or Good-works, 
which S. Angaſtine calleth the Faith of the Devil, 
It isa night-glimmer, obſcuregzand melancholy , 
bur lively Faith isa true beam of the Sun. The 
aQs of a(trong and lively Faith are 
I. Tohavsgreat and noble thoughts of God, as that brave ,,...:.; 
Centurion, of whom it is ſpoken #1 $. Matthew, who ſ#- a5 of 
poſed the Maladie, Health, Death, T.ife of bis ſervant ab(@- Faith. 
lutely depended :1por one ſole word of our Saviour, and thought Maih.s, 
himſelf unworthy be ſhould enter into bis houſe. Caflius Caſts 
ILonginus,a Pagan ſolearaed, that he wat called the T.iving 24g 
Librarit, out day reading Genelis coull not ſufficiently ad- 22» 
mire the ſublime ſpeculations,which Moſes b1d of theDiviaiiy, 


$0 


60 


leet 
_ _ Tohen he wrote of the world's Creation, and that God at the RITA 
7O ſound 'of oae ſole word made the great maſter-pieces of this 
u1verſe to riſe out of noth ag; as Heaven, Earth, Water, the 
S1, and Moon. 
f 


Il. To 


66 


It. To believe with great ſimplicity, removed from all 
Si levaveris manner of eurioſitie, and nice inquiſition. God would not the 
culrrum 14 p0:nt of the knife ſhould be lified up on his Altar to cut it. So 
Super eo, pol- [;hewſe the point of humane ſprrit muſt zot be raiſed on the Al- 
Ay. tar of faith, nor the curtain drawn to enlighten the myſleries 
with the torch of Reaſon. St. Lewis was moſt per felt in 
this degree, who would not ſtir a ſoot to behold a miracle in 
confirmation of bis belief. ' 
I11. To believe with great ferv0ur, efteeming nothing im- 
poſſible to your faith, as did that ſimple ſhoo-maker, who «nder 
Taxlus Ve- 4 King of the Tartars removed a Mountain in the ſitht of the 
netw; lib. 1. whote world , by the fervour, aud ſimplicity of his faith. 
cap-18, D* 137. Not to ſtagger, nor be affisied, when you a5k any thing 
reb. Orient. of God in your prayers, boldjug it undoubted, that it will be 
g-anted, if it be for the greater glory of the Sovereign Maſter, 
and your more advantageable profit. You muſt always bold 
Exed, 17, Jour hands lifted up in ſome kind as Moles did, even tothe 
ſetting of the Sun, to vanquiſh our Amalekites, 

V. To have a generous heart and full of confidence in ad- 
verſitie, not to admit diſtruſt during the ſtorm; but with firm 
footing 10 expett the conſolation of heaven, even when we 
(hall be is the (hades of death, as ſaid the Prophet. 

V1. Litile to prize temporal goods in compariſon of eternal : 
t0 be ready to deſpoil one's ſelf from all the pleaſures and com- 
modities of the world, if there be any danger of faith, as that 
brave Courtier Moſes , who forſook the contentments of 
Pharaoh's Court, to be afflified with his own people. 

Vl. To give alms liberally, with a firm belief, that the 
hand of the poor is the Treaſury of God. 

F111. To employ even life it ſelf, as ſo many Martyrs bave 
done, and to ſeal your faith with your own blood. This 1s the 
moſt heroical aft ; but yet it ought to be guided by diſcretion- 


Now, to make eaſie the acts of Faith, 


I. It is good oftentimes to conſider how reaſonable, glorious, 
and full of merit this aft is. Reaſonable,to ſubmit the Crea- 
rure to the Creatour ;glor#ous,to ſee the Sovereign Lord (0 ſerv. 
ed,and honoured, that for the defence of.one ſole word but once 
pronounced by bis mouth a thouſand and a thouſand good ſer 
' wants are ready to beſtow their lives ; full of merit, tn as 
much as we give a ſree conſent, voluntary, and pious, and not 
being enforced by manifeſt evidence. 

II. To be often confounded #n the weakneſs, and incapaci- 
ty of our underſtanding, which is found ſo (hort in the know- 
ledg of many pttiy things. - There needeth no more but the foot 
of au Ant to ſtayit, andaglaſs of water to draw it. What 
ftupidity then is like this, to be deſirous to make ones ſelf 
over-wiſe,and to judze that impoſſible,which cannot be com - 
pre bended in matter of Religion ? 

III. To apply your mind to the conſideration of motives, 
which may ſorm in your ſpirit a probability of that, which is 
propoſed unto you, as are thoſe I have noted before, and which 
will give good enterances to the inſpirations of God. 

IV. To retire from the toyl of ſenſes, which do nothing but 
diſturb when you conſult with them in things ſpir#tual ; and 
to raiſe your ſoul above fleſh to be illuminated by the Sun of 
Intelligences. 

IV. To take away the Obſtacles of all ſorts of impurity, and 
namely of pride, and all diſo1dinate affeton. 

Vt. To ſtrike at Heaven-gate with prayer,ſeeing faith com- 
eth unto us from the treaſures of the Father of light. Faith ſo 
planted, fortified, and manured by good works, illuminateth 
« ſoul. All the ſavage and cruel beaſts, all the brutiſh 
paſſions, Chimeras , dreams, arreſolutions , which went 
roaming up and Jown in this great Foreſt of confuſions, a- 
moneg(t the (h:dows of night, are ſcattered ſs ſoon as this rad;- 
ant Sun beginneth to diſſipate darkneſs with bis divine rays. 
Then is it, that a ſoul wholly clad with the clear lights of hope 
(which cauſeth it to expeft the bleſſings of the other life) g0- 
eth on with'a great and conſtant reſolution, as one, who hath 
for ſupport the infinite power of God, who is as faithful in bis 

promiſes, as rich in rewards. 

Behold how this monſter ignorance is over- 


thrown by the arms of light, 


IZs 


Hebr. it. 
" 24, &c, 


How atts 
of Faith 
may be 
made caſe, 


Hope, 


The fifth SECTIo x. 


Of four other Rays, which ſerve to diſſipate i9: 


norance, 


Beara of 
Under- 
ſtanding. 


B 


light of Underſtanding, of Counſel, Wiſdom, 


The HOLY COURT. . Prattice of Faith, 


Eſides the torch of Faith, God alſo gives us the . 


Part 1. 


and Prudence , which are as unvaluable riches, 
wholly repleniſhing the fwgl with ſplendour, as faith 
the Prophet 7/aiah. The gitt of Underſtanding doth 
free us from a certain brutiſhneſs, which 1s the 
cauſe thar men, tying themſelves only ty external 
and ſenſible things, are perpetually «© 1, of them- 
ſelves: at which time Underſtanding ca them back® 
again,and makes them to re-enter into their houſe, 
to ſee the beginning, progreſs, and end of the life of 

IO man, from whence he cometh, whither he goeth, 
what will become of him. 

Counſel enlightneth us in. things doubtful, to |; 
take a good way. of Wiſe 
Wiſdom puteth us out of an apprertiſhip, and 9%”: 

draweth us from a certain childiſhneſs, which ma- 
keth men as little ones, and carnal, mutually enter- 
taining themſelves with temporal things. And the 
knowledg of God raiſeth, and cauſerh chem to turn 
their faces diretly towards Eternity, 

20 Prudence conſidereth good and evil, according gf p,v. 
to the quality, and quantity thereof. It examin. dence, 
eth the circumſtances of actions, and ſheweth us 
what ought to be done in ſuch atime, ſuch a place, 
and ſuch occaſions. 


Of Coun- 


The fixth SECT10 N. 


39 Twelve fundamental Conſiderations of ſpiritual 
life, partly drawn from that worthy man 


John Picus Mirandula. 

| Tn the five rays explicated before proceed Note, that 
great and goodly lights, by direQion of which '*,'* $904 

a life wholly new is begun. oh» Picns of Miran meditate 
dala, a great and remarkable man, held for a pro. thc Ma- 
digie of wit, much taſting the content of ſpiritual 1c: on, 
life, enlightned by the rays of a wiſdom abſolutel 
celeſtial, eſtabliſheth twelve Conſiderations, which "_ 
we ought continually to meditate on, for the pra- 
ctice of the knowledg of God. 

IT. The firſt, the Nature and Dignity of man, 1-Conſide- 
to wit, that the firſt and ceaſeleſs endeavour 0 
man ſhould be of man himſelf, to ſee what he hath pigniry of 
been, what heis, and what he ſhall be. What he 5* 
hath been, nothing, what he is, a reaſonable 

5o creature; what he ſhall be, a gueſt of Paradiſe, 
or of Hell, of an eternal felicity, or of an everlaſting 
— 

Whar he is according to Nature, a maſter-piece, Greatneſs 
where many prerogatives meet together ; a body of theSoul. 
compoſed of a marvellous Architeture ;, a ſoul 
endowed with Underſtanding, Reaſon, Spirit, 
Judgment, Will, Memory, Imaginations, Opi- 
nions ; a ſou], which fliethinan inſtant from one 
Pole to the other , deſcendeth ever to the center 

60 of the world, and mounteth to the top, which 
is found in an inſtant in a thouſand ſeveral pla- 
ces, Which embraceth the whole world with- 
out touching it , which goeth, which glittereth, 
which ſhineth , which diggeth into all the trea- 
ſures and Magazines of Nature , which findeth 
out all ſorts of inventions, which inventeth Arts, 
which governeth Common-Wealths, which di- 
ſpoſeth worlds. , In the mean time ſhe beholdeth 
about her ſelf an infinite number of Dogs, that 
70 bark at her happineſs, and endeavour to bite her on 

every (ide. 
Love foolerh her, ambition turmoileth her, ava- 
rice 


ther one a 
day, or all 


ration, Na- 
ture, and 


'S ks 


Book 3. 
Tyranny of rice ruſteth her, and luſt enflameth her, vain hopes 
raM9ns- {goth her, pleaſures melt her, deſpair over-bears 
her, choler burns her, batred filleth her with gall, 
envie gnaweth her, jealouſie yr her, revenge 
enrageth her, cruelty maketh her ſavage, fear frolt. 
eth her, ſorrow conſumes her. This poor ſoul ſhut 
up in the body, as a bird of Paradiſe in a cage, is al- 
rogether amazed to ſee herſelf aſſailed by all chis 
murcinous mulcicude, and though ſhe have a ſceptre 
in her hand to rale, ſhe notwithſtanding oft ſuffer- 
cth her ſelf ro be deceived, raviſhed, and dragged 
along into a miſerable ſervitude. 

From thence behold what man is through (in, va- 

nity, weakneſs, inconſtancy, miſerie,malediction, 
What he becometh by grace ; a child of light, a 
terreſtrial Angel, the ſon of a celeſtial Father by 
adoption, brother and co-heir of 7eſws Chriſt, a 

veſſel ofele&ion, the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. 
What he may arrive unto by glory , to bean 


The HOLY COURT. 


Maxims of Salvation, 67 
of ſo many Ages, whereſoever our conſideration 

ſetteth foor, 1t findeth nothing but the blood of 
Martyrs, combats of Virgins, prayers, tears, faſt- 

ings, ſack-cloath, hair-cloath, perſecutions, afflicti- 

ons of ſo many Saints,who have, as it were,won Hea- 

ven by main force. Such have been found, who had ; 
heretofore filled Sepulchres with their members, = ar=nuY 
torn with engins, and ſwords of perſecution, and 4ctenri.9»e- 
were yet alive to endure and ſuffer in their bodies, [3.7 


» bru pleni 


to Which had more wounds then parts of body to be cran cums 


tormented. It is not a ſhame to have the ſame name, am put 


the ſame Baptiſm, the ſame profeſſion, and yet to Sande 4's 
be always deſirous to tread on Roſes * To be em- ©#%* 
barked in this great ſhip of Chriſtianity with ſo ma» 
ny brave ſpirits, which even at this day hourly do 
wonders in the world, and to go under hatches to 
ſleepin the bottom of the veſſel, as needleſs out- 
caſts, and the very ſcorns of reaſonable Nature ? 

V. The peace of a good conſcience (the inſepa- 5. Inward 


inhabitant of Heaven, who ſhall ſee the ſtars under 29 rable companion of honeſt men) which ſugareth all ****: 


his feer, which he hath over his head, who ſhall be 
filled with the ſight of God, bis beginning, his end, 
his true, onely, and original happineſs, 

\. Benefes IT. The benefits received from God conſidered 

of God. jn general, as thoſe of creation, conſervation, re- 
demption, vocation, and in particular the gifts of 
the body, of the ſoul,of nature, of capacity, ability, 
induſtry, dexterity, warineſs, nobility, offices, au- 
thority, means, credit, reputation, good ſucceſs of 


their tears, which ſeaſoneth all their acerbities, 
which diſfolveth all their ſharpneſs, a perpetual 
banquer, a portative Theatre, a delicious torrent 
of inexplicable contentments, which begin in this 
world, and which many times are feltevenin chains, 
priſons, and perſecutions. What will it be when 
the conſummation ſhall be made in the other 
world, , when the curtain of the great Tabernacle 
ſhall be drawn, when we fhall ſee God face to face, 


affairs, and ſuch like, which are given to us from 3011 a body impaſſible as an Angel, ſubtile asa ray of 


Heaven , as inſtruments to work our falvation, 
And ſometimes one of the greateſt bleſſings is 
( that which few eſteem a benefit) not to have all 
theſe advantages, which lead a haughty, weak, and 
worldly ſpirit even'tnto ar headlong precipice;; but 
quite contrary, good diſadvantages (in the opinion 
of the world) put him into the eſtimation of hea- 
venly things, Man beholding what he hath been, 
what he is, what will become of him, from whence 


| 1 ; Neſci 14 
light, Gift as the wings of thunder, radiant asthe 37 7 


erit, quod 


Sun, when he ſhall be ſeen amongſt ſo goodly, and if- +4 no 
ning a company, in a Palace of ineſtimable 76/9 
glory, and when one ſhall lead no other life, but capt (cus 

that of God,of the knowledg of God,of the love of *"/"* 
God, as long as God ſhall be God ? phat will this ji rem, 
life be, nay, What will this life not be, ſince all the goods vi *« quod 
thereof either are net, or are in ſuch a life of lights, 


mon ſpargit 
| flatus, mbs 
which place cannot comprehend , of voices, and harmos ſpit qd 


he proceedeth, whither he goeth, and how the u-'qonies, which time canuot taks from wu, of odonrs which |, mmunuit 


nion with God, is beginning is his Scope, Butt, and 
Aim; if hedoth that which reaſon dictaterh to 
him, he inſtantly takes a reſolution neither ro have 
vein, ſinew, nor artery, which tenderh not to his 
5.544 my. End, ro cONQuer his paſhons, and no longer to ſerve 
miſſum,ex- CCEATUres, but ſo far forth as he ſhall know them 
_—_ profitable ro lead him to his Creatour, Every crea- 
probilaum ture ſpeaketh theſe words to man: O man keep 
—Fcnws=ty what is gi: en to thee, expett What 1s promiſed thee, 
bus bumi- 47d av01d what is forbidden thee, 
litatis. 1:4]. The third conſideration is the paſſion of 
z. Paſton the Son of God, a botromlels abyſs of dolours, 
of God, ſcorrs, annibilations, love, mercy, wiſdom, humili. 
ty, patience, charity, the book of books, the ſcience 
of ſciences, the ſecret of ſecrets, the ſhop, where all 
00d reſolutions-are forged, where all virtues are 
purified, where all knots of holy obligations are 
tied, the ſchole, where all Martyrs are made, all 
Confeſſours, all Saints. Our weakneſs, our faint- 


edacitas, hi 


never are ſcattered : a feaſt which never u finiſhed , beret quod 
a bleſſing, which eternity well may give, but of which © 
it never ſhall (ſee an end ? pes 
VL. Itis to be conſidered onthe other fide 5: Condicte 
the condition of this preſent life; A true dream, -— Hoke 
which hath the diſturbances of ſleep, but never the deſcribed. 
repoſe , a childiſh amuzement, a toyle of burthen- 
ſom and ever-relapſing actions, where for one Roſe 
a thouſand thorns are tound, for one ounce of hony 


50A tun of gall, for bleſlings in apparance evils in ſub- 


[tance. The molt happie there count their years,and 

cannot reckon their griets, The carriers of the 
greateſt honours are there all of ice, and oftentimes 

are not bounded, bur with headlong ruines, Its fe- 

licities are floating Iſlands, which always recoyl 
backward at that time when we think to touch them 

with our finger. They are the feaſts of Heliogabalns, Lampridin 
where there are many invitations, many ceremo» Hig. 
nies, many reverences, many ſervices, and at the 


neſs, come not bur for want of beholding this table 6g end thereof we find a' table and wo of wax, 


of exceſs. Who ever would open his mouth to 
complain of doing too much, of ſuffering too much, 
of being too much abaſed, too much deſpiſed, roo 
much turmoiled, if he conſidered the lite of God 
Wols vivere; delivered over and abandoned for him to ſo paintul 
fne winere, [abour , fo horrible contuſions , ſo inſupporcable 
co tinea. LOrMents? O my God, my wounded God ! As long 


tum. S. Bo- as 1 ſhalt ſee thy wennds, I will never live withont 
nav. in ${;> 
wornd. 


mul, 

4. Example 

of Sants. Yn the royal way of the croſs. When we conſider 
the progreſſion of Chriſtianity, and the ſucceſſion 


which melts before the fire, and from whence we re- 

turn more hungry then we came. It isthe enchant-= 

ed gg of Oromazes, wherein thisimpoſtour vant» 

ed to have encloſed all the happineſs of the world, o-nias.e 
and in breaking it there was found nothing but #2 
wind. All theſe pleaſures flatter our ſenſes with an yn 
1mpoſt ure of falſe colowrs:why do we ſuffer thoſe eyes to lenecinare 
be taken in the ſnares of errours, whichare given tous 19 06 


oculorum, 


by heaven to behold the light,and mt miniſter to lying & attribua 1#- 


IV. The examples of all Saints, who have walked 79 Yea, that,which greatly ſhould diſtaſt us in this pre- 9% * 


. . » o hat ® lt 
ſent life, is, we live in an Age ſtuffed with maladies, %.;. 


as old-age with indiſpoſitions, Welivein a world 5. Excher. 
I 2 greatly in Paranefi, 


7. Quality 
ot worldly 
pleaſures. 


Aug.Conf, 


{.6.Cap.$. guſt ſaid, when any proſperity preſented it ſelfto 


$8. Their 
ſhortneſ*, 


Bern.Serm. 
10.19 Can- 
tic. N..a 
ma jor volu- 
pres, quam 
voluptatis 
faſtidium., 
Tertul, de 
ſpe&. 
9.The end. 


Lyſima- 
chus. 


10. Difſh- 
culty of 
penance. 


Facilizs in- 
vent, qui: mn. 
nocentiam 
ſervarent, 
quam q#4 
congrue pe- 
nitentiam 
agerent. 
Ambr.1.de 
unica pct» 
nircnt. Cc, 
Io 


L * Death. 


Pſaleat. $. 


According E nem 


Tie HOLY COURT. 


greatly corrupted, of which may be ſaid, It isa mon- 
iter whoſe underſtanding is a pit of darknels,reafon, 
a ſhop of malice; will, a Hell , where a thouſand 
paſſions outragioully inſult over it. Its eyes are two 
conduit-pipes of fire, from whence flie ſparkles ot 
concupiſcence , its tongue, ah inſtrument of male- 
diction , its viſage, a painted hypocriſie , its body, a 


Maxims of Salvation. Part 1. 


things, which appertain to life, that can be extended 
no further then life it ſelf : and it isa Caſe reſolved, 
that Serpents and Worms mult be inherited in a 
houſe of darkneſs. It is a goodly leſlon, whoſoever 
can well learn it, To know it well once, 'it muſt e- 
yery day be ſtudied. Nothing is ſeen every where 
but watches, clocks ,and dials, ſome of gold ſome of 


ſpunge of ordures, its liands, the tallons of Harpies: 
and finally it ſeemeth to have no other faith bur in- 


ſilver , and others enchaſed with precious ſtones. 
They advertiſe us of all the hours, but that which 


fidelity, no law bur its paſſion, no other God bur 1 © ſhould be our laſt : and ſince they cannot itrike that 


itsown belly. What contentment can it be to live 
with ſuch a monſter. 
VII. Ifthere be pleaſures inlife,they do nothing 


hour,we muſt make it ſound in out conſcience, Ar 
the very inſtant when you read this, a thouſand and 
a thouſand perhaps of fouls, unlooſened from the bo- 


Diodorus 


apud S. 
but alirtle ſlightly overflow the heart with a ſuper- P 


ficial deleRation : Sadneſs diveth into the bottom 
of our ſoul, and when it is there, you will ſay it 
hath feer of lead, never to forſake the place, but 
pleaſure doth ſooth us only in the outward parts of ot of your boay. bis, 
the skin, and all her ſweer waters run down with X11. Your ſoul ſhall go out, and of all the atten- 12. What 
full ſpeed into the ſalr Sea. Behold wherefore $. A#- 20 dants of life ſhal have none but good and bad by her --- n 


ſides. If ſhe be ſurprized in mortal ſin, hell ſhall be -44*. 14. 


dy,are preſented before the Tribunal of God, what Max.ſerm. 
would you do, if you were preſently to bear them 9"* #* 


contemmto, 


company ? There is but one word : Timely defÞiſe quitns ſolu- 
in your body the things, of Which you ſalt have no nee 


145 corpore 
non mdige- 


is eyes,he durſt not touch it, He looked upon plea- ani ©. 


ſure as ona fleeting Bird, which ſeemeth as it were 
ready to be ſeized, and flyeth away as ſoon as ever 
ſhe ſees her ſelf almoſt ſurpriſed, 

VIII. Pleaſures are born in the ſenſes, and like 
abortives are conſumed in their birth : Their deſires 
are full of diſturbances : Their acceſs is of violent, 
forced, and turbulent agitations : Their fatiery is 


her ſhare , hell,the yr lake of the anger of God, 7 P* 


hell, the common- 
world , hell, the ſtore-houſe of eternal fire , hell, a 
depth without bottom, where there is no evil but 
we may expec&$ nor good which may be hoped. 
Behold the twelve Conſiderations, which this moſt 
worthy man uſed to direct himſelf in the courſe of 
a virtuous life, and they fo far had prevailed upon 


farced with ſhame,and _—_— : They paſs away 30 Þis ſoul, that he reſolved after he had tiniſhedcertain 


after they have wearied t 


the preſs,as ſaith S. Bernard : They hold ita good! 
matter to extend their fulneſs : They muſt end witf 
life, andir is a great hazard.,if,during life it ſelf,they 
ſerve not their hoſt for an executioner. 7 /ce uo grea- 
ter pleaſnre in the world,then the contempt of pleaſure. 
IX. Man,which waſteth his time in pleaſures, when 
they are ſlipped away much like waters engendred 
by a ſtorm, findeth himſelf abandoned as a pilgrim 
diſpoiled by a thief. So many golden haryeſts which 
time preſented to himare paſled, and the ruſt of a 
heavy age furniſherh him with nothing bur thorns, 
ſorrows to have done ill, and inabilities of doin 
well : what then remains to be ſaid, but that, which 
the miſerable King ſaid, who gave his ſceptre for a 
glaſs of water : Alas ! muFt I for ſo ſhort a pleaſure 
loſe a great Kingdom ? 
X, Evil always beareth ſorrow behind it, but 


body, and leave it like a 
bunch of grapes, the juice whereof is extracted by 


works, which he then had in hand, to diſtribute all 
his goods among the poor, and go bare-foot tho- 
rough the Cities, Towns, and Villages, carrying a 
Crucifix in his band, to preach the Croſs, and the 
bleſſings of the other life, employing his whole 
talent, which God had given him to his ſervice. Bur 
death prevented him. 


The ſeventh SEC T10O N. 


40 Twelve Maxims of Wiſdom, which ariſe from 


the twelve precedent Conſiderations, 


ewer of all the ordures of the ;;. 


Hug. |. 4. 
De amima. 


Rom theſe Conſiderations twelve goodly Ma. 2 0x5 


xims of wiſdom ariſe, greatly neceſſary for any, 
who would enjoy true happineſs. 


mine your 
life by 
theſe Ma- 


R X R R 4 R c1Ms, 
I. The firſt is,to give to every thing its eſtimation, x, G00 
ſince the beginning of our unhappineſs proceedeth value. 


from a falſe value, which we ſet upon creatures. It 
marvellouſly importeth to eſtimate every thing ac- 


not true PROT It is a moſt ne rage favour of 50 cording to its worth. That good man ZFpifterrs ſaid miyuvye 
God, to have time to bemoan the ſins of our paſſed - more then one would think, when he gave this ad. 2, »c- 
life, and to:take occaſion by the fore-lock. Many vice: Ay friend,if thou loveſt a pot remember thy ſelf 1egy 5iq- 
are packed away into the other world without ever to be pot. For want of the knowledg of the price of ys, #n 
having thought of their paſſage, and fuch ſuppoſe what we love,we put God under the Altar,and vice yu#Jezy 
they ſhallbave many tears at their death, who thall above, to allow it the beſt part of the incenſe. cheers, 
not have one good ad of repentance, They bewail IT. For this cauſe it is neceſſary daily to endea- , ; ;,. x 
the fins which forſake them , and not God whom vour to enfranchize our ſelves from the opinions of COD 
they have loſt. True, contrition is a hard piece of the world, and to uſe, not the balance of wicked be <voile- 


_ aff : . '* Ofee. 12, 
work. How can he merit it, who willingly hath e- Chaxaan, of whom the Scripture faith, Chanaanin — q 
yer demerited ? 


60 manu ejus ſtatera doloſa, but the balance of 7eſz 9f Caraan, 
XI. Inthe mean time death comethapace , it ex- Chrif,which is the Croſs.There we ought to weigh 

peReth us at all hours, in all places, and you cannot the pleaſing and the profitable, good and evil, fowr 

attend it one ſole minute, ſo much this thought dif- 


and ſweet, time and eternity, and to proportion our 
pleaſeth you. The Decrees thereof are more clear, 


judgments, reſolutions, deſigns, a&tions, proceed- 
and perſpicuous, then if they were written with the 


beams of the Sun, and yet we cannot read them, 
His trumpet ſoundeth perpetually more intelligibly 


then thunder, and we underſtand it nor. Itis no 


wonder, that David in the 48. P/alm calleth it an 


ro the He- know the ſenſe of it. Notwithſtanding it isa Caſe, 


brew. 
.nIn7 


concluded, we muſt take a long fare-well from all 


ings, to this great balance, which cannot deceive us. 
And as we are exteriourly to reli{t this torrent of 
popular opinions, fo we interiourly have our paſſi- 
ons, which we mult neceſſarily extirpate, that we 
may give a judgment upon every thing with full 


a , every one beholdeth the Table, and few 79 liberty, otherwiſe they caſt chaff into our eyes, and 
ſo blind us. 


11. Tolivehere asa pilgrim of tte world, dif- 
arrayed 


3. To live 
a pilgrim, 


Book 3. 


arrayed of all; to eſteem nothing our own, but our 

\ ſelves. All that which maketh us defie,quarrel, con- 

teſt, accuſe God and man, is, that we have thonght 

our .ſelves to be proprietaries of thoſe things, of 

which we bave bur onely the uſe. Fe mnſt (faith 

v4 Epictetus ) take all the bleſſings and honours of the 
world as a paſſenger, Who going ont of a ſhip gathers 

cockle« ſhels upon the [ _ ever hath his eye upon the 

ſoip,to which be #s engagea. Saint Chryſeftom maketh 


The HOLY COURT. 


Maxims of Wiſdom, 


know, and govern us, provided they be dif intereſ- 
ſed from their own paſſions, Ir is a buſine of no 
{mall importance to have good ſucceſs herein; 
Some find without thinking thereof conditions, 
which ſeem made to their nature, as the neſt of the 
Halcyon is fit to/his body. Others for that they have 
made a falſe ſtep, are enforced to be the bridle all 
their life-time, it by patience they do hot corre& 
the defedts of their carriage, Above all things it is 


59 


ſuch account of this Maxim, thathe faith , Theye zs 10 convenient here to purifie your intentions, and if 


but one virtue in the world, that cauſeth all other wir- 
tues, Whichis, to carry one's ſelf as a pilgrim of this 
world, and a Citizen of Paradiſe. 
4 opinion IV. To have a very good opinion of the provi- 
of provi- dence of God, who covereth as it were under the 
dea==-..}. ſhadow of his royal mantle all creatures, S. 4#- 
as.  uſtin faith, That God hath not made the world, af- 
cervward to leave it, like aCarabin,who hath ſhot off 
his piſtol. He governeth,and defendeth 1t,as ed vm 
nurſe,who driverh away the waſp from her i 
face,wlulſt it ſecurely ſleepeth. He yieldeth himſelf 
-- om, accountablefor all the hairs on our head. And deſt 
3 io. p. tho then' ſaith S. Angrſtine\fear to periſh, confiding in 
103. Times God? One bair taken from thy head Without thy knoW- 
mots deg, or fecling, ſhall net periſh ;,, and ſnall thy foul be 
capitlus non deſtroyed, which is the root of all thy thoughts, and of 
OR * ** all thy underſtandings ? If God ſo preſerve thy ſuper- 
fediantur fluities, what will be do to thy treaſures ? Truſt with 
ſees, confidence in the providence of God, if you deſire 


you muſt - be embarked in the Courr-life, not to 
come thither as a 72»iſary, ora- XMamalnch, to 
make a fortune, and do rorhing elſe. 

VII. To embrace a true and folid piety, fuch as 7: **lid 
our Fore-fathers have conſigned over to usin all **?" 
f1mplicity, and fuch as che Church inſtraRteth us. 

Not to plaiſter, nor Go it for the accommoda- 
tion of theſe petty ends ; ſuch a pratice is a great 
ambition, and cannot in concluſion avoid' dread- 


ant's 20 ful and dangerous accidents. You muſt ferye God Sr de 


interiourly with great ſincerity of heart, and moſt _— 
pure thoughts of his Majeſty , exteriourly applying xgymt; 
your ſelf to ordinary ſervices and ceremonies with 4,qaa3s , 
moſt ſincere freedom, without ſuperſtitions, ſcruples, z,* 7; 
vanities, preſumptions, ſingularities, Behold (faith y,/t« 73 
Syneſins) the balis of the eſtate and toral greatneſs FARO 
ot man, Tumder. 

VHI. To frame to your ſelf a ſoul, which is in a s. nonefty- 
certain temper of integrity, conſiſting in well fol- 


Piiare ex Always tO live content. Tf your life be a feaſt, the zolowing the Light of Nature, and therouch of Hea- 


axima tua? Niyine providence is the Salt, which ſeaſoneth it. Tf 
wit, Thar be a pilgrimage, this is the ſtaff, If that be a 
quem cm night, this is the break of day. If you will fight, it 
pndnr = $4 ſteely buckler, 1f you ſleep, its a bed of repoſe. 
ans, Our life is compoſed of three ſhadows, which are 
pr que» time paſt, time preſent, and the future, Will you 
/-n%* havea good ſhare in them all , ſaid that admirable 
Mar. Aur. Emperour Marcus Anrelins Difpoſe time paſt to 
_ forgetfmlneſs, the preſent to ſanftity, and juſtice, the 
ature to providence. 
© Tofiie V. To know the ways of this ſacred providente, 
evil inno- yye muſt take heed not to be too wiſe, hke ſome ar- 
van rogantand ſcattered ſpirits, who boaſt to wander 
and alienate themſelves from the way, which all 
Saints have held, and ſearching out new paths find 
every where illuſions, and precipices, All theſe lo- 
vers of innovation, and proper judgment, are Pha- 
rach's Counſellours, who have drunk in the cup of 


giddineſs. 

Interror are : 

7 pthegms, tranſlated our of Arabick into Latine by 
ama Drains, which bath theſe remarkable words : To 
tems ſape- Conſult with the wiſe, is to be m half-wiſe. A 
we = man ts wile ſo long as he ſeeketh wiſaqm, bat when he 
Safieien - ſuppoſeth he hath throughly attained it, then he becom- 
ew e&th a foul. h 

ejues £16/= 


VI. To have an aſſured ſcope to aim at,not one- 
ly in general,which is to ſeek in all things the great- 
eſt glory of God, and one's one falvation, burt alſo 


men perve- 
mſſe, deſip:t. 
6. An allu- 
red butt. 


X . . .» 10, Tran- 
in particular to make and propoſe to your ſelf are-60 RX. To procure ſuchan equality of ſpirit, ſo even, guiti 


gular and well. pondered courſe of life. Some have 
ſo many affairs, that they have nor leiſure either to- 
live, or die, others have nothing to do, and are per. 
petually wandering, and as it were looking for the 
key of their houſe, and never entering into it. We 
muſt rake in hand ſome employment, and moderate 
retirement, therein following the inſpiration of 
God, an intention pure to live in the place, which 

ſhall be moſt proper for us, to unite our ſelves to 


Yacation, 


There is likewiſe found a lictle book of Apeph- 5oof an enraged concupiſcence gap! 


ven, which teacheth us we muft do to another all 
that, which we would have others to do unto us, and 
not to offer to another what we diſlike in our ſelves. ® 
Behold the road-way of honeſty, which whoſoe- 
ver forſaketh to become crafty, ever byaſſing to 
his pretended advantages, ſhall in the end of his 
accompt find himſelf deceived. That great fore- 
mentioned Emperour Axtcxinx ſaith, the wiſdom Anonint. 
of man confiſteth in three points : well to behaye © © vi'® 


40 himſelf cowards God, which is done by Religion , ſua 


with himſelf, which 1s done by mortification of his 
paſſion , and with men, which is effe&ed by ſpa- 
ring and toleraring them, every where doing good, 
and after he hath done good, to have his cars pre. 
pared to hear evil. 

IX. To govern his deſires within the limits of his g. Govern- 
capacity, and modeſty. It is a great note of folly to "en oe 
attempt all things, and do nothing , to be turmoyl. 5s. 
ed with the preſent, and tg have always the throat 

ng after the time 

to come ; to be vexed with bamſelf and not to be 
of power to repoſe within himſelf,, to make the 
ſteps of honour the degrees of his ruin; to raiſe a 
fortune like a huge (olofſ#s, to makeir fall upon his 2255 ©? 
own ſhoulders, and to leave no other witneſſes of ,ncrc ormnis 
his greatneſs, but the prints of his fall. Iris a thing 4% r= 
very difficult to have much, and impoſſible to have ;, fe cn 
all ; but it is ſo eafie a matter to deſpiſe all, that it m. 
conſiſteth in nothing, butin a bare refuſal. 

| Ys 
fo regular, that he ſcarcely teel the approach of hap- 
vine, and when it is loſt, not to make any ſhew of 
it. To behold the good of another as his own, and 
his own as an other man's, To hold riches,and ho» 
nours, as a river that gliderh to day for” you, to 
morrow for an other, It is the nature thereof al- 
ways to run gently, what wrong doth it to us ? 
\W hen proſperity laugherh on you, look back upon 
adyerſity, which cometh in the rear, and remember 


him according to our capacity, following withall ;@ you have ſeen tall ſhips-loſt in the harbour, even as 


the conſultation, which we ought to make with our 
own natural conſtitution,the direRion of thoſe, who 


it werein jeſt, $. A»ouſtine pleaſed to repeat that 
verie of F;reil : 


Angouſt,Ep. 
113.& 


>v 


70 


11, Diſcre- 
tion in af- 
fairs» 


12. Medi- 
tation. of 
death; 
Cbryſ.hom, 
2. in Epiſt. 
Panl: ad 
Coloſs, 


The 


Mene ſali placidi vultum, fluttusque quietes 

Ignorare jubes ? 
Deſirous thereby to ſignifie to us, that we ſhould 
no more confide in the proſperities of the World , 
then toa ſtill'Sea, whichin his ptr, cm calm oft- 
times., prelagech the near-approaching tempeſt. 
Brave and valorous Captains heretofore made a $Sa- 
crifice to War inthe midſt of Peace, and in the 
midſt of War dreſſed Altars: to Peace : todeclare, 


EOLY COURT. 


Of Devetiin, and Prayer, Part 1, 
and lightning-flaſh of charity ; andit is properly a Yowitae 


prompt and affectionate vivacity in things. which oo 
concern the ſervice of God. Ir principally ſhineth radend / 
in prayer,and inthe exerciſe of the works of mercy, 7, #4 
Prayer,as ſaith the great Saint Dionyſizs the Areopas Di fam- 
Lite, is, 2s it were, achain of ſilver, which from hea- /J ©: 
ven hangeth downward to draw man up from earth, quz?. 8:. 
and unite himto God. It is the Mount Taber,where 5-2/7: 


X 4 . . Cay, = 
an admirable transfiguration is made of the foul in- 2*-;2. 


that in Good we ſhould live in diſtruſt of JI, and 10 to God. It is the ſpirit, which ſpeaketh ro God, nn. 


in Evil in hope of Good , but in both,the one and 
the other, ever in equality. This verily is one of 
the Maſter. pieces of wiſdom, which God imparteth 
to ſpirits,greatly reſigned; and who have. paſſed 
through the molt thin and ſlender fſearces. 

XI. To behave one's ſelf prudently in all kind of 
occalions,, to examine the tenents and utmoſt 
bounds, the original, progrels,end. Never to judge, 
till you; have ſeen the bottom of the buſineſs, and 
therein to, car 
wait on your delires, you may not juſtly accuſe ci- 
ther any crooked intention, or want of diſcretion, 
We are Maſters of our Wils, but God hath reſerved 
to himſelf the command oyer Events. 

X1I.: To be alwaies ready to depart from hence 
chearfully,when death ſhall ſound the retreat.Saint 
Chryſoſtom ſaith finely: T hrs life is a Net framed of 

raw,axd morter,we are the little birds,ſhall we pu- 
erifie in theſtench of this filehy Neſt? If devotion 


our ſelf ſo, that if ſucceſs cannot 2 © the conſervation of our peace, the bridle of our im- 


: '- 2. Praycr in 
which poureth it ſelton God. In concluſion, it is qa nm 


coloured by God, even as 7acob's Ews did denote tr. 
their burden 'to be of the ſame colour, of which Genel. 30. 
thoſe Wands werethat they ſtedfaſtly. beheld. Itis 

it, which the Apoſtle pleaſed to ſay : Beholding the 597%" 
glory of God, we are tr ansfigured into the ſame image, ſpeculantes 
from brightneſs to brightneſs, as by the fpirit of God, " ea»4m 
Prayer is the Conduit of Grace. it is (as very well ;,.,5/rma. 
S. Ephraim hath ſaid) the ſtandard-of 'our warfare, mr, 4 ca. 


ritate m 
clartatem, 


patience, the guardian of temperance, the ſeal of ranquan 3 
virginity, the advocate of offenders,the conſolation 2 /#- 
of the afflicted, the ſepulture of the dying. Fer the ; coriath., 
Juſt are buried in prayer,as the Phenix in perfumes, 3: 13. 
Prayer doth all. A Chriftian without prayer is a =_— 
Bee without ſting,who will neither make honey, r.or 

wax. It is to little purpoſe to propole unto you the 
myſteries of Faith, and the maxims of Chriftsax wil- 

dom, if you uſe not meditation to ruminate them, 


hath made us wings, why are we ſlothful ? Let us 3 It is as meat caſt into a ſtomach without digeſtion, 


bravely mount and take that flight,which our Eagle 
tracked out unto us in theday of his Aſcenſion. Re- 
member, the quinteſſence of all wiſdom is the me. 
ditation of death. It is a buſineſs we ſhould learn all 
our life time, to exerciſe it once, The faults therein 
committed are irreparable, and the loſs without re. 
covery. This conſiſteth in three things, reſignation, 
diſ-engagement, and union. As for reſignation, be 
not too faint-hearted , nor ſuffer your ſelf to be 


called to to pay a debt, which ſo many millions 40 Animal to breath, We are choaked with fleſh and 
a 


of men have diſcharged before you , and which ſo 
many millions ſhall likewiſe pay after you : ſhew 
to thoſe who viſit you, patience in your ſickneſs, re- 
ſolution at your laſt hour, and not to deſire any 
thing but ſpiritual aſſiſtances. 

As for your departure, go out of the world as 
the Chicken out of the ſhell, 

1.Diſpoſe of your temporal goods in time, by ma- 
king a juſt, clear, and perſpicuous Will. 2. Reſtore 


the goods of another. 3, Pay yourdebts as far as 55 


you can. 4. Lay jopen your Aﬀeairs, 5. Give piqus 
Legacies to charge the Altars of mercy with the laſt 
Victims. 6.Reconcile your ſelf, and above all things, 
beware you carry not with you too much confidence 
and inordinate affection into the other world.7.Take 
order for the education of your children. 8.Diſpoſe 
of Offices, if you have any, with-an upright conſci- 
ence.g.Forget not the labors of your poor ſervants, 
Afﬀeer this diſ-engagement, draw the curtain be- 
twixt your ſelfand all creatures.By a good Confe(- 
ſion unite your ſelf to your Creator, by the ſacred 
Viaticum, extreme Undtion, by acts of Faith, Hope, 
and Charity ,by good ſuffrages of the Church,good 
admonitions, good purpoſes, good remembrances 
of the death of our Saviour, yielding your ſoul up 
upon aCrucfix, as a childe who {leepeth on the 
breaſt of his Nurſe, 


The cight SEC T10O N, 
The prattice of Devotion, and Prayer. 


OK of the ſhorteſt waies to gain wiſdom is to 
be devout. Devotion is, as it were, the flame 


which will do more hurt then good, not of its own 
nature, but by your ineiſpoſition, which is bad. From 
hence proceed the deſolatzons of the earth : from 
hence are derived ſo many falls, ſo many miſeries, 
for that men apply not themſelves to taſte the things 
of God in prayer. 

That which ought to incite us to this exerciſe is, Neceflry 
firſt, the neceſſity, which is ſo great, that in matter 
of Spiritual life it is as requiſite 'to pray, as in the 


Os meum 4- 


fat, and the flames of concupiſcence, unleſs we upon jerui, ar- 


all occaſions open our mouths to take the gentle air #4; pi 
of God. tum, 
Secondly, The pleaſures we therein take, in pro. 16i, 53.38, 
ceſs of time, is verily that, which the Prophet 1/aiah $-tbanm 
delicatum, 


ealleth Sabbathum delicatum, the delicate Sabbath. pjcacue. 
As much as to ſay, the delicious repoſe of the ſoul. S»la,prima, 


ac luminee 
iſs 1ma Vve- 
rit4s cibus 


The corporal eye (as faiththe learned Prelate zy11- 
liam of Paris) maketh its repaſt upon the beauty 0 
the fields, the flowers, the heavens, the ſtars, and on # 

5 | . intelletÞus. 
all the obje&s,whbich are found in this Univerſe. But ga prima 
the eye of contemplation by the means of prayer inndany/: 
nouriſheth it ſelf with the excellency of God, and ov in 
the perfe&tions of 7eſws. moſtri nobi= 

Thirdly, The purity and perfe&tion of the foul, 5% 
which is derived from this exerciſe, ought to ſerve recteation 
us as a ſpecial ſpur. © There it is ( faith Albertus m_—_ ſoul. 
* Magnus)where wecarry our mouths even to the ;3. "be © 
** ſource and well. ſpring 9 pr age it1s where vin, 
**God is known,and knowihg him that we love him, 

* and in loving him we ſearch him,in ſearching him 
* wetake pains, and in taking pains we finde him, 

In the fourth place, we have the example of our Perne&an; 
Saviour, who for our inſtruction ſpent the nights in 7/7ome 
prayer ; the example of the Apoſtles, and all Saints, 1. 
who have praQtiſed and recommended this exerciſe 
tO us, 


The nimthSECT10ON, 
The neceſſity of Confeſſton, 


O | : 
N ( En reſemble Snails, every one carrieth his 
/ 


own houſe with him, a houſe wholly reple- 


niſhed 


| Book 3: 
niſhedwith darkneſs, although it ever ſeem lightſom, 


A houſe, which hath neither d6or, nor window, 
though therein be a thouſand witneſſes,which fee all 


that paſſeth with as many eyes as heaven hath ſtars : 
a houſe compoſed of labyrinths,yer cannot the Hoſt 
hide himſelf in it ; a houſe, whereinto the ſun peep- 
eth nor, and yet may even the very leaſt Atoms be 
ſeen : a houſe, wherein there are perpetual plead- 
ings,yet never any iſſue of proceſs, but with ifſue of 
life. Finally ,a houſe,which hath two faces altogether 
different, the one called Hell, the other Paradiſe. 
In a word, this Houſe, whereof I ſpeak, is the Con- 
oo oh ſcience. It is full of darkneſs : for the thoughts of 


aig; ſw. men are involved in ſuch a cloud of — that 
| goon "of neither the Devils, nor Angels themſelves ſee any 
derat, thing therein : yet is it lightſom , for ever the eye 


of proper conſcience refleeth thereon. There is no 
door,nor window, 


do a thouſand witnefes fix their eyes thereon, for 


The HOLY COURT. 


ll is very cloſe ſhut up : yet 


The Pratliſe of Confeſſion, 


perhaps bath not ſufficient Juriſdition, ſometime 
through your own indiſpoſition, who neither will 
have ſorrow,nor good purpoſe of amendment , and 
ſometime for other circumſtances? Thirdly,W ho ſe. 1ts utility; 
eth nor, that the foundation of a life truly Chriſtiay 
is humility ? And we know not how better to attain 
this Virtue, then by repreſenting to our ſelves, no 
longer by piece-meal, but wholly in groſs, the youth 
follies, the flackneſs, negligences, infidelities, an 


7t 


10 impurities of our paſſed lite, All that coming to 


pour it ſelf upon our conſideration, like a great 
Squadron,neceſlarily {tirreth inus a great contuſion 
and dolour for our ingratitude. In the fourth place, 
We ordinarily fee thoſe, who duly make this a&t un. 
folded and delivered in all its particulars,do come,as 
it were, out of the Furnace, ſparkling with radiant 
brightneſs, to form a life abſolutely new. You there- 
in obſerve a conſcience moſt curious,intentions bet- 
ter rectified, ations more' purified, a promptneſs 


the Conſcience alone is called a thouſand witneſſes, 20 better awakened for the ſervice of God, a modeſty 


' It is compoſed of labyrinths, for there are allflexibi- 
Pureinc%. lities, and ſubtle mazes. In this labyrinth the Hoſt 
«zo ſum, & cannot hide himſelf, for it is ever day-pierced by 
7:19:22 thecie of God, before whom, neither the Abyſs,nor 
Kierew,z3 Hell it ſelf hath darkneſs enough to hide it. The Sun 

peepeth not in there : for in effe& its light, which 
diſplayeth all the objects of the world before our 
eyes, cannot diſcover the ſimpleſt of our thoughts : 
yet may the very leaſt Atoms be ſeen, for there is 
not any thing ſo ſubcle, which can free it ſelf from 
ule 54" the eyes of God, They perpetually plead there : for 
;us delicia- EVErY Moment the Conſcience challengeth us even 
7m,6 «%- ypon the lealt fins, and the iſſue of the proceſs con- 
rem 7*- cluderh not but with the end of life ; becauſe at that 
Zernard.de yery hour the deciſive ſentence of our eternity is 
anteriort iven. R 
— ; fine, this Houſe hath two faces, whereofthe one 
illud Rev js called Hell, to wit,the evil conſcience, and the 0- 


vian 1. ther Paradiſe, that is the good and innocent, which 
of the heart of man, but by a confeſſion. 

Too much ſhade hurteth ſeeds, which begin to 
row, darkneſs dulls them , and the eye of the Sun 
| nn them as a Father. Aſſure your ſelt rhe buds of 
Virtue hold the fame courſe: there muſt be day to 
bring them into the light, and he, who will bide his 
3.1544.0. HE , (hall loſe: all the fruit he may hope thereof. 

reriori Confeſſion ts the price of our immortality, the City of 
domo cap. refuge given #5 by God : but if it be once ill managed, 


1dem, 


Interior 
37» 


miſery excludeth true mercy nor did ever preſumption 
well accord with pity. 

Among the moſt eſpecial exerciſes of devotion 
are Confeflion, Communion, Meditation, ſpiritual 
Lection, and the fruit we derive from the word of 
Ged.Concerningfhe pratiſe of Confeſſion, we will 
only ſpeak with much brevity thereof, for at this 
preſent there are great ſtore of books, which reach 

—_ this method. Hear a true obſervation made by Saint 


7 vans 


the accuſation of our evil If you deſire utterly to tor- 
ſake the animal life, ro ſubmir to the ſpiritual, put in 
the fore-front a good general confeſſion. Confeſſion, 


Guliem, (faith S. Ambreſe) Is the price of our immortality : it 
Pariſ. De 


© is the tribnte of TTeaven, ſignified by the piece of Coyn, 
oor ang which $. Peter foxnd in the mouth of a fiſh. : 


l.rz.  Neceſlity ſeems to require it, for the reaſons which 
oem” follow. Firſt, How many fins are left by the way; how 


confeſſion, many by culpable ignorance , ſometimes through 
the begin- f@, 


ſpinal condly, What invalidities and nullities ofconfeſſion 
yife. may happen, now by the defe& of the Prieft, who 


more regular in proſperity,a heart more elevatedin 
adverſity, a more generous contempt of the world. 


' Briefly,although one ſhould reap but this onlygood, 


which is the peace and tranquillity of Conſcience, it 
would alwaies be a matter marvellouſly recommen- 
dable. And we know by experience, many conſcien- 
ces, tormented with divers remorſes and ſcruples , 
bave after a general confeffion found themſelves 
wholly pacified, and have begun to breath a more 


zo benign air of the mercies of God. To proceed there» The man- 


in, it is good well to ſound your heart afore-hand , "** 
and to deſcend into the knowledge of your ſelf , . 
which is a work of no ſmall importance. | . 


The tenth SECT10N. 
The Prattiſe of Confeſſion. 


He heart of man is a little Abyſs, which ſeem- Fewt 0 


- eth neither to have bounds, bottom, nor ſhore. 5... 


It ts malicious and inſcrutable ſaid the Prophet. The cor 6omins 


we cannot throughly ſettle in this great corruption 49 Hebrew readeth in the ſame place, that itis a Sup- ©,” 


: bile. 
planter, who eſcapeth from us like an Eel, when we wier.:y. 


thinkto hold it, and oftentimes it overthrows us. 

The great S. Macarim aſſureth us it is a little veſ- i... 
ſel, but full of Caverns, Labyrinths, Precipices, Li- Koowledg 
ons, Serpents, and other venemous Beaſts. Moreo. *"* * 
ver,ſelf-love,which oftentimes like a wicked watch- hard. - 
man, placeth himſelf at the gate of our heart, will $1; 154c, 
not ſuffer truth ro approach. It maketh him think , 


it is toO crude, dry, auſtere, old, wrinckled to be 


it zs not a confeſst0n,but a double confaſion, for feigned 5© preſented to ſuch a Prince. In the mean time it re- 


laterh all things to the heart ro its own advantage, 
and entertaineth it with a thouſand curioſities of 
Concelts : it maketh all vices to be beheld therein in 
tull proportion, and Virtue in eclipſe, 
"This admitted, neceſſarily the afliſtance of God is 
to be implored in a very particular manner, to ob- 
tain the knowledge of our ſelyes,and to labor there- 
in couragiouſly and ſtoutly, without flattering our Zi. 


ftatuam 


ſelves. God threatneth in the Prophet, he will lay conrrs fas 


i in Angnſtine : That the beginning of oxr good works 1s 60 a heavy correion upon us, leaving us to our ſelves. 2%" 


Plal. 4 9. 
It ſeemeth, we now have our heads tuirned back» 9. po 


ward, never to know what paſſeth in our hearts, 4/» + 
X i n G ſmiſti ante 
But God in the day of judgment will turn it be» 


factem po- 


fore,ind,if we take not very 00d heed,to our con- n=: vide 
fuſion. S. Arguſtine triuumpheth upon this paſſage : Wy Oe 


11m 141, 


T hat, which thou haſt put behind thee, I will place be-.non ut cor- 


fore thine eyes. Thou ſhalt ſee thy impurities, nct_to "$9/0 


erwbeſcas, 
0 Tollete a 
tergs 10, + 


corrett them, but to confound thee. Turn thy f.xce, 


behind thy ſelf, and ſet thy ſelf before thy ſelf. 


r,and ſhame,and other reprehenſible manner?Se- +) The manner will be after an humble and ſerious 3% ** 


invocation of the Holy Ghoſt, to callro mind all Augut. i» 
your life, according to the courſe and progreſs of Plal49. 


Ages, 


Malta D. 
Th, opuſec, 
64. de mo- 
do confi- 
tendi, & 
puritate 
conicien- 
tiz, 


© 


The HOLY COURT, Prattiieof Confeſſion, 


Ages, remembring your ſelf of the places,where you 
have made aboad, the perſons,with whom you have 
converſed , the affairs,which you have handled, the 
ſins, to which you have heen moſt inclined , and 
which moſt affli your conſcience. Obſerving alſo 
( ifit be poſſible ) the number of choſe, which are 
mioſt heinous, which if it cannot be done, do not 
ſearch them out with penſiveneſs, and anxiety. 
The order, which ought to be obſerved, is to run 


Part 1, 


ſtinence from meats,and faſts appointed , againſt the 
uſe of Sacraments of Confeſſion, and Communion , 
againſt the obſervations of times fit for marriage, 
againſt faith and ſincerity in the payment of 
Tythes. * 

Amongſt the ſins againſt the law of God, and or- 
dinances of the Church, are comprehended the ſe- 
ven fins which we call mortal and capital. As againſt 
the firſt Commandment, the fin of pride,in the great 


through the Law, or the ten »-Commandments of 1 © opinion of your ſelf, the obſtinacy in your own 


God, and thoſe of the Church, taking every one in 
his place. As #pon thy firſt Commandment to examine 
the ſinsof infidelity, of contempt of holy things, of 
impiety, ſorceries, divinations, magick, dreams, ſu- 
perititions, diſtruſts of the mercy of God, preſum- 
tions of one's own ability, languiſhment, coldneſs, 
b pocriſies, impurities, facrileges in the ſervice of 
God, ſpeaking diſtin&tly upon every word,wherein, 
and how, by what motive, and to what purpoſe. 


judgment and will, the diſobedience to Superiours, 
the ambition of honours, vanities, vaunts, fallies. The 
ſin of floath, in ſlacknefs, ill expenſe of time, negli- 
gence, remiſneſs of courage, puſillanimity. The fin 
of gluttony,in making a God of one's belly. The ſin 
of avarice upon the ſeventh. The ſin of wrath and 
envy upon the fifth, The fin of luxury upon the ſixth. 
Behold an abundance of matter to be examined in 
a general Confeſſion! Allis propoſed, which may 


[1.Upon the ſecond, unneceſſary oaths,talſe oaths, 20 have happened. I do not ſay, that we muſt reſt upon 


blaſphemies, execrations, profaration of things ſa- 
cred, and words of Scripture, 

ITI.Upon the third,the exerciſe of labour, traffick, 
of civil, and criminal juſtice, and other works for- 
bidden on Sundaies. 

The irreverence committed on this great day, in 
negleing to hear the whole Maſs, or ſome nota- 
ble part thereof, and employing all your time in ex- 
cels of rongue, dances, masks, tollies, ſenſualities. 


every point ſcrupulouſly, to ſearch into that which 
never hath been , and (as they fay ) ſhave an egg. 


Every one ought more particularly to deſcend into particytar 
the vices of his own nature and profeſſion: as Lords fins. 


and Gentlemen to examine the ſins of pride, tyran- - 
ny, cur ioſities,delights, in looking after their plea- 
ſares,more then the profit of the publick,in exating 
things not due, in uſurping the pains, goods, ſwear, 
blood of vaſſals,and, being men,to have ſerved them- 


IV. Upon the fourth, contempt, hatred, diſtaſt, in- 3o ſelves with men in all prodigality. In —_ the 


gratitude,irreverence,diſobedience towards father , 
and mother, kindred, and ſuperiours, negle& to. 
wards your ſubjects, vaſſals, and houſhold-ſervants. 

V: Upon the fifth, the clamours, enmities, quar- 
rels, violences, faichleſneſs, injuſtices, pn Þ may 
poyſonings, abortions, ſlaughters, malice, out-ra- 
ges, cruelties committed againſt your neighbour: 


the ill uſage of your owh perſon, by perplexity,deſ. 
pair, orimpatient defire of death. 
VI. Upes the ſixth,fornications,adulteries, inceſts, 40 luſt, bragging, exceſſive expenſes , and ſuch like 


whoredoms, raviſhments, ſecret marriages, fſacri- 
leges, ſelf-ſoftneſſes, pollutiors,ill uſe of marriage, 
and other infamous luxuries whichTert«#ian term- 
eth Aonſters. Add all that, which attendeth on 
wantonnefs, as diſhoneſt thoughts, unchaſt words, 
laſcivious glancinss, kiſſes, touches, books, pitures, 
Comedies, love-letters, dancings, masks, too free 
converſations with evident danger of (in, and ſome- 
time charms, love-potions , or other attractives, 
characters, and witch-crafts, 

VII. Upon the ſeverth,thefts, pilſeries, robberies, 
connivence with thieves, falſification ofjnſtruments 
of lerrers foals mithiconcratis Godelcs hliaations 
falſe purchaſes, talſe buyings, falſe ſales, falſe coyns, 
deceits, defraudations, ſurprizes, uſurpations of the 
goods of the Church, ſimonies, uſuries, delaies of 
reaſonable payments , injuſtices , litigious wran- 
glings, exceſſive expenſes, foul play in game,cruel- 
ties toward the poor, and ſuch like things, 


keeping of peace,and juſtice, the duty, charges,and 
reparation of places,to which they ſtand obliged, In 
Siving eſtates, offices, benefices, to vitious and unca- 
pable perſons. In violating Eccleſiaſtical rites. In no- 
tably damnifying, for the pleaſures of hunting and 
hawking,the fields and poſſeſſions of others. In ſtop- 
ping the courſe of juſtice by favour, In vexing,tor- 
ro. 1. II. emp i >. paſſion, 
withour lawful proof. In over-laſhing, in ambition, 


things. 

Judges and Magiſtrates,of ignorance, malice,neg- 
ligences,as being intruded into their places without 
capacity,by favour,and money. In behaving them» 
ſelves careleſly, without ſerious ſtudy of that, which 
is their profeſsion. In not ſoundly, ſeriouſly, and ſo- 
lidly examining proceſſes, but contenting themſelves 
with ſuperficial notice, In giving ſentence for mo- 
ney, and favour, and many times againſt men un- 


50 heard, without order or form of juitice. In going 


out of the circuit of their juriſdiction, torencroach 
upon the authority of others.In bearing themſelves 
with paſsion in affairs, In entertaining bad Officers, 
in prolonging proceſſes by cautelous references, or 
affected lazineſs. In ſollicting the wife and daugh- 
ter, who plead,upon promiſe of favour.In exercifing 
on feſtival daies acts of judicature without neceſity. 
In negleRting the government, and weal-publick, for 
the accommodation of his owraffairs. In tolerating 


VIII. Upen the eighth, falſe witneſſes,and ſollicita- 60 ſcandalous fins againſt the honour of God. 


tions thereof, calumnigs, diffamatory libels, lies;im- 
poſtures, hypocriſies, diſfimulations, flatteries,trea- 
ſons, contuſion of your neighbour. 

IX. Upon the ninth, enterprizes, and deſigns, con- 
trary to marriage , by ſeducing the parties with 
words, ſigns, geſtures, letters, gifts, attraQtions, 
with deliberate purpoſe and unbridled deſire of fin. 

XR. Upen the texth, diſordinate thirſls of riches , 
principally to the prejudice of your neighbonr, 

Upon the commandments of the (harch, the omiffi- 
ors of Maſs,or notable negligences & diſtractions in 
hearing it on Fea! $ commanded. The (inagainft ab- 


: : Praftice of 
Women, about their pomps, curioſities, exceſles, ?* yrog 


diſſolutions in apparel and dreſsings, pride, fierce- eontenion, 


neſs, boldneſs, impatience,quarrels,loves, jealouſies, 


— idleneſs, and ſo of the reſt. 


For thoſe, who often confeſs in ordinary Confef- 7,1; 
ſions, it ſuffices to examine their thoughts, words , of four 
deeds,omifcions. Of thoughts, ſome are burdenſom, '**** 


ſome affected, ſome bitter, ſome vain. The burden- 
ſom, as thoſe, which proceed againſt faith,and hone- 


70 {ty,ro perſons, who much are alienated from ill affe- 


ions; and ſuch thoughts ought rather to bede- 
ſpiſed,then examined. The affected, as thoſe of com» 
placence, 
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lacence,of curioſitie,of our own commodity,and of 
ome paſſion a little exorbitant towards creatures, 
The bitter, as thoſe of ſuſpicions, jealouſies ,diſdains, 
averſions, choler, The ain, as thoſe, which are 
brought forth at all nioments, in the childiſhneſs of 
a ſcattered uncolle&ted heart, and flie therein as 
Birds do inthe Air. It is as impoſlible,as unneceſla- 
ry, to take an accompt of them, Itis ſufficient to 
confeſs in general, and to declare the habitudes, and 
diſpoſitions of his heart. 
words,tke Words are the Interpreters of our Soul, and the 
Charriot Charriots, which carry our Senſes, and Aﬀections : 
of theSoul. {me carry Rice, others Honey, the reſt Vineger. 
They carry Rice, who are over-joyous, recreative, 
impertinent, idle, facetious. They carry Honey, 
who have petty affeRations, courtſhips, lies,exagge- 
rations,complacences,flatteries,ſoothings, boaſtings. 
And they bear Vineger, who are ſomewhat rude, 
fierce, diſdainful, biting, riotous, and ill-ſpoken, 


the means to unfold your ſelf, that thereby 


73 


principal part of penance be negleRted , which is * 


Contrition. 


# 


This Contrition is a ſorrow to have offended gontricion. 


God, not principally for the deformity of (in, and 
the fear of puniſhment(for that is nothing but Attri- 
tion) but for that this ſin is committed againſt God, 
infinitely good, and infinitely amiable, and for that 
one maketh a firm reſolution to be confeſſed, and 


10 to preſerve himſelf from fin intime tocome, Be- 


hold the point of Contrition, which to attain, you 
muſt ſeriouſly and adviſedly repreſent to your ſelf 
the greatneſs, goodneſs, power, wiſdom, juſtice, 
love, mercy, benefits of God ; oppoſed to your ma- 
lice, weakneſs, baſeneſs, ignorance, preſumption, 
miſery, ingratitude: and well. figure to your ſelf the 
hoſtility ot mortal ſin, to obtain an eternal deteſta- 

tion againſt it, To conſider how it ruineth riches, 

honours, credit, repuratiof, poſterity, and Empires. 


Works. Deeds concern God, your Neighbour, and your ,, That it ſoileth the glory of an innocent life, and 


Self. Yor that, which appertaineth to God, you 
muſt firſt accuſe your ſelt of defeRts in the exerciſes 
of Devotion, as Prayer, Vocai, Mental, Meditation, 
Examen, Spirtual reading, the Sacraments, F or that, 
which appertaineth to your Neighbour, and your 
Self,you Live four Horſes in the Charriot of imper- 
fe&tion, which tranſport many of your aCtions, to 
wit, Vanity, Impatience, Curioſity, Negligence. 
Vanity intrudeth it ſelt into all _ ſaith Caſſia- 
»# : into apparel, going, ſpeec 
prayers, into abſtinencies,and faſts, It combateth in 
the middeſt of virtues, to triumph over virtues. It 
preſenteth it ſelf as well ro the viRorious, as to the 
aſſailant. /mpatienre,in ſo many contentions, and en- 
counters, with your as. 5p. and if one have no 
other adverſary,he ſtrugleth with himſelf. Cariofty, 
in too much ſeeking his own commodities, and eaſe 
of body. Neg/igences in offices, in managing of at- 
fairs, and charges : omiſſions, as of good reſolved 


ought todo either by juſtice, or by charity; or by 
vow, or by rule, or by promiſe, or neceſhty. One 
may upon this chooſe ſeven or eight impertections, 
which moſt moleſt him, to be therein ſhort; 
Behold(as it werejthe matter of Confeſſions! For 
the form, to unfold one's ſelf, no-man ſhould make 
ſtrange, if ſome, for the comfort of their memory , 
having run over the abridgment, and ſummary of 
matter of Confeſſion, do make an extract of thar, 


which concerneth'them, principally in general Core 5 5 


fellions. The wiſeſt of the. Reman Emperours, Au- 
guſt us, was ſo conſiderate, that, treating upon ſome 
affairs with his wife, he ſpake to her by writing, to 
avoid miſtaking, Cana man take too much conſi- 
deration in an affair of ſo great importance, which 
paſſeth with God ? 

Three ſorts When the principal points are marked out, they 

- -—_x muſt be explicated in intelligible terms. There are 
ſome large conſciences, who have nothing to ſay, 


leaveth a charaQter of intamy, T hat it overthroweth 
bodie, health,good grace , that it openeth the gates 
of ſudden & unexpeRed death. That it maketh man 
blind, dumb, deat, wicked, ſenſeleſs, ſtupid, ſavage, 
and many times furious,and enraged by the remorſe 
of confaence, That it deſpoileth a foul of all the 
graces, beauties, excellencies, privileges, love, favour 
of God, hope of life,and ſalvation. That it killeth it, 
and rendeth it more cruelly then a Tiger, or Pan» 


, into watchings, zQ ther. That alife of God was needful to take away 


ſuch a blemiſh, and thart if a Soul be ſpotted at the 
hour of death, an eternity of flames cannot deli- 
ver it : and ſuch ike. 

In fins, which ſeem leaſt, you ſhall always have 
great cauſe of Contrition,when the benefits of Cod 
ſhall be repreſented unto you, which he particularly 
and perſonally hath conferred upon us, oppoſed to 
our childiſhneſs of heart, repidity, ſlackneſs, infide- 


Hoſtiliry 


of (in. 


lity, negligence, ingratitude, As for the proceeding Proceec- 
parpoſes of prayer, and laudable ations, which one , , to Conteſlton, the Preparatives being well made, it 7.1" ©2n- 


isnecdful to chooſe a Confeſſour, who hath four 
quahries, jurisdiction, reputation, knowleds, Gif. 
cretion :and after you have coniefſed to him entire» 
ly, faithfully, ſincerely, to accompliſh the penance 
enjoyned you, with obedience, promptneſs,. and 
punctual diligence : alterward to take a new ſpirit, 
to reſiſt tempratiors, and to buſie your ſclfin good 
works, with more courage then ever, 


The cleventh SECTION. 
The Prafice of Examen. 


by t 
as rc Aur Think not too much is required of 
your proteſiion, if there be ſpeech uſed to you of 
the Examen of conſcience. Not onely the Philoſo- 
phers have made it,as Pythageras, Seneca, Plutarch, 


ſome ſcrupulous, who deſire to fay all ; and ſome g, but poor Barbarous 1zaians, by the relation of 4. 


reaſonable, who proceed therein with mediocrity. 
To ſay he 1s a great ſinner, that he hath broken afl 
the branches of mortal ſins, that he hath not ſerved 
God ſo well as he ſhould, and that if be have done 
ſuch or ſuch.a thing, he asketh pardon, that is to ſay 
nothing. You mult ſpecific, and deſcend to particu- 
lars, propoſe the a&, deliver it with lawful and ne- 
ceſſary circumſtances, touch the motive without ex- 
travagancies, and the intention, which hath excited 
us to do it, and continuance of the ſin, to-repreſgnt 
the ſtate of the ſoul to the life. Yet for all this you 
muſt not ſo much think upon this preparation, nor 


7 


puleins, took an accompt every evening of the good 
and evil they had done each day. This is it, which 
is required of you. Prepare daily a little Conliſtory 
of Juſtice in your conſcience; ſee what paſſeth 
within your ſelf, acknowledg your defects, and a- 
mend them, to prevent the juſtice of God. 
It is ſaid, the eclipſe of the Sun cauſerh the earth- 
uake : and the echpſe of Reaſon, by ignorance of 
S interiour man, producerh great diſorders inthe 
ſoul. For the wicked ſpirit (ſaith Precopias upon 
the firſt of Kings) endeavourerh to uſe us, as did 


" the Ammonites the Inhabitants of abes. Ty 
| C eek 


K 


He nes of Confeſſion is made more eaſie xecefiiry 
ic Examen of conſcience, as well general, 9f Examene 


*4 


Gultelm, 


Tanijienſ. 


Cape 12, 
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ſeek to pull out our right eye, ard to bereaye us 
of thelighr of our ſelves, to bury us in great .and 
deep_conful;ons: but let us make uſe of all the 


Sacr. Pe- [;phrs, which God bath given us, to calt reflectors 


nit. In hoc 


Tribunals 


into the bottom of our though's. The Conſciinte 5 


ſed Miſe- ay admirable T ribrnal, where Juſtice pleadeth, and 


nicordia, aſ- 
ſeder autem 


Juftia; «bi the other bletteth ont, putting, as it were, 


guidquid 


contra | &11- 


tentem m- 


Mercie ſemtenceth., All that which the one writes, 


the pexs pon the heart of the Punitent. 


{cnbit Jufti= Yiſion of a wiſe man, who on a day _ for the 


114, totnm 


delet Miſe- 


ricordia, 


acumen ſtyl 
1, 

velur figens 

m corde / @- 


ritentsu. 
* Delrin 


kouſe of ( onſcience, and it ſeemed to him he be- 
held a Citie built with goodly ArchiteRure beauri- 
fied with five Gates, which had as many narrow 
Paths erding in one- larger Way, Upon this way 
ſtood a Regilter, who took the names of all Paſſen- 


Ser. De Cen. £Ers tO record them. Beyond that he ſaw two Tri- 


ſcientia, 


Dill amen 


*471045, 


ſpreuus cor- 


rettor, & 

pedogozns 
POTF77 S. 

Thom. 


E: D, q. 79% 


Patits, 


bunes, attended by a great cor.courſe of the com- 
mon people, who governed the inferiour parts of 


the point of 


\ 


Part rx. 


The firſt, to ponder the roots of our defects, er- 
rours, nperfetions The fecond, to ſee the reme- 
dies, which may be given thereunto. The third, to 
di{t;rguiſh true and ſolid virtues from. thoſe, which 
are no other then virtues in apparence. The tour. h, 
to pick out in all our works the intentions, and mo- 
tives, which tranſport ns, 'and what the affections 
are, which at that time govern our ſoul. The fifth, 
to ſee what wanterh of perteQtion in good works, 


* A good Interpreter of the £cripture relaterh the 10 which we do, and how they may be pertormed with 


the inoſt accompliſhment, The ſixth, ro compare 
our gains, our loſſes, our encreaſe, our decreaſe in 
matter of virtue. 

A particular Examen is made, when oneunderta- particular , 
keth to wraſtle with one vicealone,and to extirpate Exame»- 
one ſole imperte&ion, For he, that will ſomerime 
ſtrike at them in groſs, reſembleth the Soldier of 
Sertorizs,who tugged at an Horſe's tail, by ſtrength 7/974 is 
of arm to pull it quite away : another more wiſe *”" 


the Citie : above was beheld a Citradel, whercin  pulledit off hair atter. hair,and fo prevailed. The like 


a great Princeſs commanded, who had a <cepter in 
ber hand, and Crown on her head. 

By her ſide was a Ladie very antient,and venera- 
ble, whoin one hand held a Torch, with which ſhe 
lighted this Queen, andin the other a Goad,where- 
with ſhe pricked her, if ſhe governed not according 
to her diretion, 

The wiſe man,amazed, asked in his heart what all 
this Train meanrt,and he heard a voice within,which 


appenerh in our vices, and defe&ts. He muſt pull 
them away by little threds, who will effeRually 
correct them. Wherefore,one riſeth in the morning 
with a thought not to fall that day into ſuch an im- 
perte&ion, and to oppole it inevery place, as ſome 
enemy, which one would vanquiſh. After Diner 
retiring himſe!f apart, he doeth three things, The 
firſt, roaskan accompt of his ſoul of the relapſes, 
which have been made into this imperfe&tion, The 


ſaid unto him : Behold ihy ſelf, e're thou arc a ware, zo ſecond, to rote the number, making ſo many pricks 


arrived at the houſe of Conſcience, which thou 
ſoughteſt for.,Theſe five Gates thou ſeeſt,are the five 
Senſes. The way where they all meet i? Common 
Senſe. Allthe people, which enter in by heaps, are 
the Objects ot the creatures ofthe world, which firſt 
touch our Senſes, before they paſs into the Soul. This 
Regiſter,who writeth down the names, is Imagina- 
tion, that keeps record of all things. Theſe rwo Tri- 
bunes are the two Apperites : the one is called the 


appetite of Concupiſcence, which is ever in ſearch 49 


after irs defires, the other the -ppetite of Anger,ex- 
rremely ſtriving to ſtrike at all obſtacles, which 0 

poſe its good, cither real, or pretended. This maſs 
of people thou ſeeſt are the Pailions, which make ill 
work in the interiour parts of the Cine. This Prin» 
cels in the Citradel, wich Crown, and <ceprer, is 
Reaſon. The aniient and venerable Ladie, by her 
ſide, is Conſcience : ſhe hath a Torch to ſhew the 
good way,and the Goad to prick thoſe that wander, 


with a pen. The third, ro purpoſe to arm himſelf 
for the reſt of the day. After Supper the like exerciſe 
is made, and fo one findeth out, from day to day, 
from week to week, from moneth to moneth, whar 
profiris made, There is no. imperfeion ſo deeply 
rooted, which is not pnlled away by the grace of 
God, you remaining in the conſtancy of ſuch an 
exerciſe. 


The twelfth SECT 10N. 
The praftice of Communion, 


Ll thoſe, who diſpoſe themſelves to a life more 
A C hrittian, know they have not a means more 
wholſom, nor effe&ual to acquire, and preſerve the 
grace ot God, then the Sacrament of the Altar, and 
jor this cauſe ir is fir both often and duely to have 
acceſs thereunto, Burt a beautiful Looking-glaſs in nion with- 
a golden frame in the houſe of a Blind man, an ex- 2**P:<2*- 


ration, 


ina word, if thou delirefſt ro know what Conſci- 5 © cellent Lute in the chamber of the Deaf ; a goodly wha ir is. 


ence is,itis A fovereign norice of good ard ill, which 
God impreſſerh on our hearts, as with an hor iron, 
and is very hard to be taken off. 

Happy he, who often viſiterh this interiour houſe 
God hath given him, & pondereth all his thoughts, 
his words, and ations, to adop: them to the mea- 
ſures of the eternal Law. 

You know a general Examen hath five parts : 
thanksgivins, invocation, aiſcuſſicn, petitien, reſelu- 


tion. 1n thank:giving we thavk God principally 50 whole Church with its delicious refreſhings. 


for the benefits received that day. In iyvacaticn the 
light of Heaven is required to know our (ins, and a- 
merd them. In diſcaſſicz an accomprt is asked of our 


foul, running through che hours of the day, of 


rhoughts, words, works, and omiſſions, !n periticn 
pardon of our fins is implored, _ In the up-ſhort of 
all, good parpoſes are made to correct one's felt by 
the affiſtance of grace. . If you think to live in ſuch 


Six things PUrity,chat you may find nothing more to examine, 


in FE xamen it iS for wanr of li 


to Cmp:oy 


ahe molt 
j erieh, 


thereare ſix things ever to buſie the moſt perfect in 
their Examen, 


obt,or application of mind. Know 70 celeſtial Spouſe (who is pleaſed ro'feed among Li- to com 


Diamond in a truſs of Straw; an Honey-comb in the 

throat of a dead Lyon, what availeth all this > The 

Blind- man ſeeth nor, the Deaf heareth nor, the Di. 

amond ſparkleth not, rhe Honey-comb nouriſherh 

not. And what profiteth likewiſe the Bleſſed Sacra- 

ment in a faint, languiſhing, and indiſpoſed Soul > 5*%if 

Imagine according to that, which the learned Ru- darion of 

pertns ſaich, thar the Bleſſed Sacrament is the foun. Fazadiſe. 

tain of terreſtrial Paradiſe , which watereth the 

| Three ſorts 
All the. Faithful draw from thence, but all come of Hearts. 

not with the ſame diſpoſition. Some bring thither an 

heart of Paper, thar is to ſay, a childiſh hear, which 

padlerhin the water,and no whit profitech, Others 

an heart like a ſive, that lets all-go through, ard res 

taineth nothing but a little moyſture. he reſt an 

heart ofa ſponge, which is abundantly repleniſhed 

with the favours ard mercies of God. If you defire _ _ 

ro communicate fruirfully, make a Preſent to your 6 tot 

lie9ofa Lily of fix lezyes, There are fix remarkable muncare- 

qualities,which muſt be had'to accompliſh this _ 

Ciſe, 


1 mw” "BO". LO 

Book 3, 

ciſe, Two before Communicating; Deſirezand Pr 

ritze: two in Communicating , Humility, and 

Charity : two after communicating, Thanksgive- 

ing, and Renovation of the inward man by the oath 
of Fidclity. | 

You muſt then endeavour from the eve of the day 

u are to receive, to make a Farnace of deſires in 

your heart; that ſo you-may ſay with the Prophet 


Jivcgn Peremie* 1 feel in my heart a burning fire, which 


pcfire. 


The HOLY COURT. 


" 


: "——_ TY 
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under the breath of the winds. Wheri yori go to 
receive the Bleſſed Sacrament, you muſt do as 4- 
braham did in his Sacritice, hold the Bond-men, and 
Afs, which are your Senſes, at the foot of the hill, 
and let your will,and underſtanding aſcend, lighten- 
ed with the torch of Faith, even to the height, to 
ſink 1: ſelf down into theſe reſplendent nights of the 
wildom of Heaven. OY; 8 

For purity of Intention, which is the charaQer of Intention. 


-orde mes faxeth it ſelf even in my boxes, and the violence thereof 10 Our actions, I would have nothing ſide-ways, nor 


quaſi igni® #5 ſuch,that I cannot bear it. Let us go to this ſacred 
el rnd Table, as thethirſty Hart to the ſtream of Waters, 
in oſcibus AS an hungry creature to a Feaſt,as the Bride-groom 
Ln * tothe Wedding a thouſand times deſired, as the 
{aſtiners, COvetous tO a myne of Gold, as the Conqueror to 
Spoils,. Is not there matter ſufficient to» ſerve as a 
ſpur to your defires.lince there is our b:ginning,our 
Origine, our Treaſure,our ſovereign Good ? 
The mother of young Tebie fighing ſaid : Ay 


Tob, 10. 6. 


bearing upon any byaſs : I will nor, that you com- 
municate tor ſome humane reſpe&, ſome civil de- 
cencie, Or to pleaſe thoſe, whoſe favour you deſire, 
nor tor ſome trifling vanity, and ſometimes hypo- 
criſe, or other ends,and aims,which are fareſtrang- 
ed from the ways ot God, You muſt communicate 
with intention to unite your ſelf ro God, your be- 
ginning,to whiten and gild your ſelf with his ſights, 
to enkindle your ſelf rhe more in his loye, to retain 


Om ſimul (py aff our treaſures, orr riches, oxr honoxrs, our ceu« 20 the memory of that Sacrifice, which he offered 


1n tt uno ha 
bentes non 
debuimus 


tentments, onr delights were in thy perfſen, and therefore 
we ought ucver to be ſeparated from thee, But it is ve= 
cmmere i* rily in this fubje&t we have true cauſe to ſpeak theſe 

. words. Allis in the ſacred Euchariſt ; the body, the 
&a%. blood, the ſoul,che life, the humanity, the divinity 
chariſt., of Feſ3e Chriſt, all that which he hath derived from 
the Eternal Father, all that which he hath taken 
from our nature,he yieldeth us in this bleſſed Szcra- 
ment,and doeth zs the Bee, who robbeth the lowers 


or. mount Calvarie, that.is to ſay, of his moſt vene= 
rable Paſſion , to appeaſe the anger of God for ag 
many fins as are committed ; to implore the aflj- 
{tance of Heaven for the neceſſities of the Church, 
as well for the living, as dead, to obtain for your 
ſelf, and perſons, of whom mention is made, ſome 
victory over temptations, ſome new virtues, ſome 
temporal grace, in as much as ſhall concern the ſpi- 
ritual ſtare. Briefly, for thanksgiving for the bene. 


of lus Maſter's garden,to reſtore all again in Honey. 30 fits, which we receive ſrom his Divine Majeſty, bot 


All the perfe&ions, which our Lord hath conferred 
on his own Perſon, are ſeaſoned to us in this high 
and majeltical Myſterie,as in a Honey-comb. It is an 
exten(ion of the incarnation of the Son of God. He 
was once hypoſtarically uniced to one ſole man, but 
here heisumred to all men,as often times as they re- 
ceive bim, by a viſceral transfuſion of himſelf,as one 
ſhould melt one piece of wax within another (as 
faich $. Cyril.) And then who would not deſire ſuch 


in general,and particular, 

Purity of affections conſiſteth principally in two pur of 
points ; to baniſh from your hearr all animoſities, afe&gon. 
revenges, quarrels, punctillioes, and readily to re. - 
concile your ſelf betore you come to the Altar, the 
other is to free your ſelf, not onely from affeRions 
diſhoneſt, and unlawful, bur alſo a little exorbitant, 
which one may. have to any creature whatſoever. 1c 
is convenient, your heart be then asa Cryſtal-vial 


an union of a Saviour ſo merciful with a ſinner fo 4o filled with clear water,wherein the leaſt more of un- 


miſerable? Ofa ſovereign Phylician with a ſick man 
ſo remedileſs? Of a King ſo powerful with a vaſlal ſo 
wretched z Of a Father ſo bepign with a ſon ſo re- 
fratory ? May we not well fay, that they,which aſt 
not this celeſtial viand, have their relliſhes much dull- 
ed with the leeks and onions of Zgypr ? May we not 
affirm, that they lead no other lite, but of a muſh- 
rome?Ought we not all the night before ro make our 
hearts ſparkle in good deſires & jaculatory praiers, 


cleanneſs may be ſeen. Itisto put Adonss in the {297% 


crib of Beth-lehem (which heretofore the Infidels 2: !chcm. 
d:d) when we communicate ſtil! retaining impure 


-Paſſions with a deliberate purpoſe. 


Germanns Patriarch of Conſt autinople in his The- Gem. va- 
ory faith, the Px, which is the veſſel, and reſting. tac). in 
. Theora, 
place, where the Bleſſed Sacrament is pur, iscalled 
Ciborinm, as one would ſay the Ark of lights, to 
reach us,that at the onely ſight of thisSzcrament we 


when we go to the bed of our celeſtial Bride-groom? 50 mult diſpel all thoughts of darkneſs, which have pof- 


Endeavour then to awaken and cheriſh your de- 
fire with a thouſand aſpirations, and elevations of 
heart, and have always in your mouth ſome good 
words, which may be the pledges and earneſt. penies 
of your intentions. Behold the firſt leafof the Lily. 

Second The ſecond is called Parity. I ſpeak not of that 
leaf of the E . t) 
Lily,Puricy WDich concerneth the purging of mortal ſins by con- 
teſltion, which is wholy neceſſary, and cannot be 0- 
mitted without facrilege : I ſpeak of purity more 


What 


and intentions. You ought firſt ro baye a ſingular 
ought to 


faith, anda moſt worthy and ſerious underſtanding 

be the k . oO 
faith ofa Of the myſterie, not onely in believing what the 
good com- Church teacheth us of this Sacrament, either of the 
wunca"t» reality of the pretious body of our Saviour, or of 
cranſubſtantiarion, bur to believe it ſincerely, clear- 
ly, ftirmly,without curioſity, reſtriction, or heſitati- 
on; not as thoſe, who convinced, and as jt were con» 
» founded withreafon, doin ſome forr believe, and 


ſeſſed our ſoul. And for the better obtaining this 

purity it is good to practice fome devotions 1n the 

eve of receiving, as mortification of og by re. 
rirement, and iilence, as abſtinence, or fome other 
excrciſe of humanity, or work of mercy, When the +... ;. 
day cometh,run to this heavenly Manna in the mor- Wha: 
ving : amuze not your ſelf too much in decking and 9280. 
accommodating your body, nor in ſcattering and rhe day of 
difordering your mind in vain caresand follicitudes, £299 


ſubtile,and fine,which conſiſterh in faith, affeRions, 60 but keep the veſſel of your heart as a well-ſtopped ** 


por,to pour it out at the table of your Spoufe.t is at 

the inſtant of receiving,that you muſt irnitate the Se- 

raphins of the Prophet 7/aiah,to hold all your wings ;;.4 

ſtill; but onely two,which are Humility, andCharity: fourth leat 

theſe are the two wings, on which you ought to gf '%< EY. 
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poize your felf at your pleaſure. Firſt grounding all of sera- 

in reverence before the eyes of this ineffable Maje- phins. 

ty, abaſing your ſelf even to the center of your no- 14ging * 

rhing, treading undevfoot all preſumptions, vanities, wings. 


upon the leaſt occaſion repent in their faithleſshearc 70 follies, by a moſt perfe& humility of ſpirit.Secondly, 


what they have believed, and make to themſelves a 
faith floating, and racking upand'down, like clouds 


to ſtiruplively-and ardent affections with all the en- 
deayour of your heart,and,if that ſuffice nor, offer all 
K 2 ro 


76 
/ 
ro God inthe Union of his onely Son, aiid merits 
of the moſt Bleſſed Virgin Mary. 

To cheriſh the affetions of theſe holy virtues, 
you muſt have your Prayers, Meditations, and con- 
{iderations upon the Bleſſed Sacrament, well pre- 
pared, and digeſted with variety, that you may till 
hold your devotion in breath: as, 

I. Torepreſent Moſes in the Buſh burning, fiez- 
ed with an holy fire, who heard theſe words : Put 


Conſidera- 
tions for 


Moſes here us holy ,, yea itis the Holy of Holies. This is the 
_— noble fire, ich enflameth Angels in Heaven, and 
-ivg buſh. pure Souls on Earth, which is enchaſed within the 
ca peciesof theSacrament. What ought you then to do? 
pezibus 4: WI. To repreſent unto your ſelf, that your foul is 
CT. as the Hoſteſs of the _— Elizensthe good Shu- 
{antta et. nammite, who prepareth her heart as a lodging for 
Exod. 3. 5. the King of Prophets, thanksgiving as a table, humi- 


5105. lity for a ſeat, and charity for a candle lighted. 
ez of £li- 1I11,, Torepreſent to your ſelf, that it is a Rath, 
$5: ,; WRO accounted it a great favour to be eſteemed by 


Loc, «t inve- Boaz, and to have leave to glean in the Fields after 
rem graiie his Harveſt-men, and acknowledging with gratitude 
=; ſo ſmall a benefit, ſhe ſaid with her face proſtrated 
& »6ſſe ne on the earth : From whence cometh this favour which 
——_ I have gained in your preſence $ From whence proceed- 
mulerem: tth, that you drign to know me, Who am; but a Poor fo- 
reigner ? Whar ought you to ſay? 


Ruth.z.8,9 | 
Rei TV. That itisas the humble Zfher before Aha- 


11110 144, 
Ether,  ſxerzs, and that 
dey 11? moreover that it underſtandeth theſe words : zyhat 
fieri? Eriaſs ts thy demand, Eſther? Tell me, tothe end it may be 
dmidom granted. -What worlaſt theu have me do ? If thou 
Lime perie- d8keft me the moiety of my Kingdom, then ſhalt have 
ris,imperrs* 32, Anſwer, you would have nothing but the King, 
bis. Either» and that he alone ſufficerh you; 

V. That it is as Afephiboſheth,the ſon of Foxathay, 
Me, me. {0 WROM Dar'id ſpake theſe words : My meaning ts, 
des panem Jon ſhall eat at my table all the days of your life. What 


i; menſe 
mea ſemper. 


mes ego [u 


-” 


Mephibo- 


las, Sir, Who am ] yonr poor ſervant that you pleaſe to 
ſerom 19%. coft your eye rpon me, a dead deg, ſuch as lam ? 

Fexif ſuper VI. Thartit is as Jonathan, who,extremely tired, 
», canew dipped the end of a wand, which he carried in his 
morn * hand,into an Honey-comb, and lifted ir to his lips, 
Jonathan, at that inſtant behold his eyes, before heavy and op- 
1 $4.14. preſſed, became clear again, and his body re-aſſumed 
ag new and freſh vigour. There needeth bur a little 
conſideration to a well-compoſed ſpirit, both to caſt 
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off thy Jhoes, take away thy ſenſual affeftions, the land 10 God the who 


Prattice of Communion, Part 1, 


4.For Sacrifice. 5;-For a pledg of beatitude:conſide. 
ring whether we anſwer to the intention of the Son 
of Godin this ation. Afeer receiving you mult reſt-rifh and 
upon the two laſt leaves of the Lily , Which are fixth let 
thanksgiving,and renovation of ſpirit. You then muſt-yh.ar you 
adore this great gueſt, whom you have in your ate todo + 
hear, with all the powers of Heaven, and creatures *#**.com- 
of the earth, to play your part,as if you were a hittle 
ſtring of the great Harp of the world, To offer to 

fe world as a votive-table hanged on 
his Altar, colleRed in the perfections of his only 
Son, who is wholly yours, being ſo freely given to 
you, fo ſolemnly, ſo irrevocably,as he, wc Divi- 
nity, Soul, Life, Fleſh, and Blood you have in this 
incomprehenſible Sacrament. To give him thanks 
for the infinite riches he hath placed in this facred 
humanity, which you enjoy, and far that he hath 
given you his Son for Father, Brother, Maſter, 
Leader, Redeemer, for the good he communica- 


20 teth to all faithful people by the means of this inex- 


bauſtible Fountain of Grace, for the ſpecial fayours 
he hath done to you and yours, for the natural ta- 
lents with which he hath adorned you , and likewiſe 
for the various change of comforts,and diſcomforts, 
with which be bath enterlaced your life: briefly, 
for the preſent viſic,which he bath made in the houſe 
of your heart, ſoill prepared. 

After adoration,and thanksgiving ſollowethlperi- 
tion for the fairhful and unfaithful, whoſe converſi- 


it kiſſeth the golden R'od, and zo on we deſire : For the Church, and all the Prelats, 


which govern it, namely him,whom he hath appoint- 
ed to be our Paſtour : For our perſon of the King, 
and all the Realm : For his kinred, friends, beneta- 
ours, living and deed. To ask for your ſelf ſeven 
gifts, which an holy Virgin(by the relation of S. Zo- 
naventure) daily begged of God. 1. EffeRual grace 
to accompliſh the law of Love. 2. To love all that 
God loveth. 3. To hate all he hateth, 4. Humility, 
Chaſtity,Obedience,Contempt of the world, Gar- 


Fonevent. 
lib.s. Med. 
CaP. 3» 


anſwered this little ſon of the King thereupon? A- go niſhment of all virtues. 5. That God would make 


his 'true Temple of our ſoul and body. 6. That he 
would give us bis viſion in bearitude.7,That he may 
be divinely ſervedin this place, where you receive 
the Bleſſed Sacrament, and in all the other parts of 
Chriſtendom. To conclude,to make in the end a ye» 
newing of the Oath of fidelity, which we have ſworn 
to our great Maſter, and to employ our time in his 
ſervice with more diligence then ever. And fince we Fruits of 


are upon the Palm-tree, let us gather the fruits, 0m" 


it preſently down by humulity into the centre of 5 © which are ſpiritual food, ftrength againſt remprati. 


nothing ,and to raiſe it by love even above the Em- 
perial Heaven. One may likewiſe every time he re- 
ceiverh, prepare divers meditations to entertain him- 
{clf more at large,cither before or after the myſtery, 

I. As meditation upon the Hiſtory, conſidering 
7. The eating of the Lamb. 2. The waſhing of 
Feer. 3. Theinſtitution of the Bleſſed Sacrament, 

IT. The Names, as Euchariſt, Communion, Sacri- 
fice, Bread, Viaticum, and other ſuch like: practiſing 
your ſelf to. ſearch out the reaſon of every one, 50 
with application of ſpirit, to derive from thence 
things agreeable to the name,which one meditateth: 
as upon the name of Communion, the reſolution of 
Peace, Concord, and Charity. 

111. The Figures; as the Bread and Wine of - del. 
chiſedech, the Paſchal Lamb, Manna, the Bread of 
Elias: meditating upon the Hiſtories,and conformi.. 
ties, which they have with this Divine myſterie, and 
the fruits we ought to draw fronsthence. 

IV. The Cauſes of the inftitition. 1. Asto ſerve 70 
us for a memory of the Paſſion 2. An incitement 
of love and chatity. 3. For ſpiritual nouriſhment, 


OikherCon 
ſiderations- 


ons, heavenly alacrity, light of underſtanding, flames 
of charity, union.with God, augmentation of vir. 
rues, hope of glory, renovation in all our faculties 
and fun&tions, and namely letus often ſtay upon 
ſome particular obje& of virtue, which we would 
ask of our gueſt in favour of this celeſtial viſitation. 


The thirteenthSECTION, 
* The praftice to hear Maſs. 
t antum de- 


T O hear Mafs is verily one of the moſt ſerious 4%, 5” 
LL actions of all ſpiritual life. Had one all the j« cans 
underſtanding and reverence of Angels to: be pre. Nils. | 

ſent thereat, it would never be enough. Saint Dj- þ..t palbn 
oys the Areopagite ſaith, that exactly to diſcharge imagine. 
this duty we muſt puritie our heart aſque ad ex- ("12 £2t 
:remas imagines,{0 deſpoiling it, that it may; be free Hierarch. 

from all imaginations,and bumane repreſentations ; A <x<<- 
and that is ir, which Saint Bonaventure hath more 
clearly expreſſed, principally ſpeaking of Priefts, 
who celebrate : That the time,When they enght to ap- 


* Parct 
bec, & in 
rranscarſn, 


lent ſaying 
of St. Bong- 
venture. 
Cum fuer 
totus alter e- 


proach, is, when they feel themſelves wholly changed, tw, & 
and 


. 


Book 3. The 


' andbecome divine; in ſuch fort that they behold not 
eſe"; any thing but God. Philo the Biſhop addeth, that the 
des nifs De- SACTificers are as the ivory neck of the Spouſe,which 
»», i= maſt ſerve as a chanel for the Holy Ghoſt to make 
<= his greces diſtil upon the reſt of the members, that 

are preſenc at this Sacrifice. 

The firſt praftice and moſt ordinary to hear 
Maſs, for thoſe who underſtand the words there 
ſpoken, is, to follow them with application of ſpirit, 


"I 


and to accompany the filence of rhe Prieſt with 10 ther, in the title of gratitude; and that —_— 


ſome medications,or vocal prayers, 

The ſecond is, to ſtay one's ſelf upon the ſignifi- 
cation of all the parts of the Maſs. As at the Confite- 
or to repreſent in your ſelf man baniſhed trom 
Paradiſe, miſcrable, ſuppliant, confeſling,deploring 
his fin. At the Jxrroite,, the enflamed dehires of all 
mankind expgRing the Meſfſias. Ar the Hymn of 
Angels, own to God on high, the Nativity. Ar 
the Prayers, thanksgiving for ſuch a benefic. Ar the 
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Prafliſe of Maſs. $97 
Inftrnftion. Thoſe,who underſtand the words of 4; 1% 
the Maſs, may draw goodly inſtrutions from reads © 
ing the Epiſtle, the Goſpel, the Collects. All in ge- 
neral teach us the virtues of hozvar and reverence 
towards the Divine Majeſty, ſeeing this Sacrifice is 
celebrated with ſo many holy, ſfacred,and profound. 
ly dutiful ceremonies. Of Gratitude, ſince God, be. 
ing once offered in the bloody Sacrifice of the 
Croſs, will alſo be daily preſented to God his Fa. 


awaken in us the memory of obſerving every bene. 

fir of God with ſome remarkable a& of devotion. 

Of Charity towards our common Saviour, and to. 

wards our neighbour, ſince we fee a life of God 

ſpent for our redemption, and all faithful people. 

Noxrifoment.The Eyeliveth by light and colours, ;. xourtt- 

the Bee by dew, the Phcenix by the moſt thin and mes:. 
ſubrile vapours, and the Soul of the Faithful by che 
nouriſhment,which it receiveth in the Bleſſed Sacra- 


Epiſtle, the Preaching of the Precurſour S. Zehx. 20 ment, which is oY ſpiritual. This nouriſhment 


At che Goſpel, truth preached by the Saviour of the 
world: and fo of the reſt, 

The third is, to divide the Maſs into.certain par. 
cels , and behold a very conſiderable manner. Re- 
preſent ro your ſelf five great things in the myſtery 
of the Maſs, from whence you ought to draw ſo ma- 
ny fruits. Theſe five things are, Repreſentation, 
Praiſe, Sacrifice, Inſtruction, Nouriſhment. 

Repreſentation. Becauſe the Mals is a perfect image 


Fire nota» 
ble things 


1s not onely derived from the Sacramental Commu- $yiricuat 
nion by the real P_ of the body of our Sayi- commu- 
our, buralſoby the ſpiritual Communion, whichis *** 
made, when in the Sacrifice of the Mabs, at the time 

of the Prieſt his communicating, the ſame diſpoſici. 

ons, apprehenſions, and affections are entertained, 

asit really and actually one did receive, For this 
purpoſe it 1s fit ro do three things. Firſt, troexcite a- 

new in your ſelf the acts of (elt-diſlike, and contriti- 


in the my- Of the lite and paſlion of our Saviour, and therefore 30 on for your wretchedneſs, and imperte&tions. The 


ery of the the firlt fruic you ought to gather from thence is, 
- - oa daily to imprint more lively in your heart the acti- 
ſentation. ors and pallions of the Son of God, to conform 
Reme4;g Your ſelf thereunto, 
ca inipſi, Praiſe. $0 many words as are in the Maſs aim at 
col. 2.7- this purpoſe, to give praiſe unto God for this ineffa.. 
3-000 blemyftery of our Redemption, and to conform 
your ſelf ro this ation, you ought to bend all the 
endeavour of your heart to praiſe God, whether it 
be by vocal or mental Prayer. a, 

Sacrifice. It is a moſt fingular at of Religion, by 
which we reverence and adore God for the infinire 
glory of his ſovereign Being. And the Maſs is a true 
Sacrifice by eminency, where the life and blood of 
beaſts is not offered, but the life of a Saviour, which 
1s more worth then the lite of all Angels and men, 
Cevren 1% Cedrenns recounteth, that the Emperour 7»ſtinian 
Hit © CauſedanAltar tobe made inthe Church of Saint 
Wonder of Sophia, wherein he uſed all ſorts of metal, of preci- 


Fuſtinian, 


3. Maſi a 
Sacrifice, 


choſen outamongſt all the magazins of nature,to in- 
corporate all the beauties in the world in one ſole 
Maſter-piece, And verily this Sacrifice is the prime 
work of God, in which he hath as it were locked up 
all char, which is grear, or holy, in all the myſteries 
of our Religion. Ic was the cuſtom daily to pro- 
portion the Sacrifices to the benefits of God. When 
in the old Law he gave the far of the earth, they of- 
fered rhe firſt-fruirs ro him : but now that he hath 


ſecond, to take ſpiritually rhe carbuncle of theAlar, 
not with the pincers of. the Seraphiz, - but with acts 
of a moſt lively faith, a moſt reſolved hope, and a 
charity moſt ardent, ro open boldly the mouth of ® 
your heart, and pray our Saviour to enter in,astru- 
ly by the communication of his graces and fayours 
(which-are the rays of this Sun) as by the real im- 
parting of his body and blood he gives himſelf to 
thoſe that communicate. The third, ro conclude all 


40 your ations with a moſt hearty thanksgiving. 


The fourteenth SECTION. 
Prattice of Mentitation. 


() F four worlds,which are the Archetype, Intel= 
telligible, Celeſtial, and Elementary, Prayer 
imitareth the moſt perfe&, being a rrue image of the 
Oecconomy of the holy Trinity, which, according to 
the Maxims of Divines, cannot pray to any (having 


ous ſtones, of the richeſt materials, which might be 50 no Superiour) yet affordeth a model tor all prayers: 


for Prayer, as faith Tertullian, 1s compoſed of rea- 
ſon, words, and ſpirit : of Reaſon, as we may inter- 
pret by the relation it hath to theFather: of Words, 
as it is referred to the Word: of Spirit, by the di- 
re&tion it hath to the third Perſon. Now this prin- 
cipally agreeth with meditarion.For it is that divine 
ſilence and delicious raviſhment of the ſoul, which 
uniteth man to-God, and finite eſſence to Infinite, 
It is that Plexirnde and that Tear ſpoken of in Exe _ a 


foomas to us the dew of Heaven ſo long expeted, 60 odxs,according to an antient Tranſlation. Pleitude, 


is onely Son, we muſt render to him his Son again, 
which is done in the Sacrifice of the Maſs. And the 
fruit you ſhould derive from this conſideration is, 
at the elevation of the hoſt, to offer 7eſ#s Chriſt to 
God his Father by the miniſtery of the Prieſt : and 
to offer it, Firſt, for a ſupreme and incomparable 
Secondly , for 
thanksgiving for all benefits received, and to be re- 
ceived. Thirdly, to obtain proteion, direction, 


honour of the Divine Majelty. 


becauſe it repleniſheth the ſoul with the ſplendour 
of conſolations, and ſources, which diſtil from the 
Paradiſe of God , Tear, yea tear of myrrh , be- 
cauſe it diſtillethunder the eyes of God, as doth the 
tree, which beareth myrrh,under the the rays of the 
Sun, Its a wenderlll thing to behold this little 
ſhrub, which doth not perpetually expe ro be cut 
with iron, that it may drop forth its pleaſing liquor, 
but the Sun,refleRing onthe branches thereot, be- 


and proſperity inall your works. Beſides offer up 4 comes as it were a Mid-wife, and maketh it bring 
all your powers, faculties, funRtions, actions, in the 
union of the merits of 7 eſe. 


forth what is ſought after : which cauſed an excel- 
lent Wit to ſay, that ir drew /ife ont of its blows, and 
made & dug of it wounds. Oh 


"S. 
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Oh happy ſoul, that reſembleth this generous 
plant, and which, replete with pious deſires, holy 
affections, -and ſincere intentions, produceth appre- 
henſions, and works a thouſand times more preti- 
bus then, Myrrh , when in meditation the rays 
of 7eſws Chriſt (who is the true Sun of juſtice) 
ſtrike the heart ! | 

Neceſſity The practice of Prayer conſiſteth in mental, vo- 
ane care. Cal, and mixt, Mentalis that, which is exerciſed in 
ditation, the heart ; Vocal, which is formed in the mouth , 
Mixt participaterth of both. Think it not to be a new 
thing, not ſevered from your profeſſion, to medi. 
rate, it were ſo, if one would make your brain ſerve 
as a Limbeck for ſubtile and extravagant raptures, 
diſguiſed in new words, and forms, But when one 
ſpeaketh of meditation, he adviſeth you to ponder 
and ruminate the points,znd maxims, which concern 
your falyation, with all ſweetneſs, that fruit moſt 
agreeable to your condition may be derived from 


Part 1, 
mo weed of owr ſervice, bnt-it i our goed to ſerve bin, nov eft be- 


a : . ne, cum 
and adore him, mcking of our life a perpetual "Prayer, pra ter Wh 


Prattrce of Meditation, 


by a diligent enquiry of his perfettions andimitation of mw, ipſom | 
his virtues. Obſerve then, the firſt degree of good þr pen" 
Prayer is good life, . cientes, per 

The ſecond (as well this Authour hath noted) is 1n9%/romen 
the perquiſition , to wit, the ſearch of verities by cn 7. 
thinking on the things _meditared, which are the 


ſundry conſiderations ſuggeſted to us by the ſpirit 


10 in the exerciſe of meditation, 


The third is the affeftion, which ſpringeth from 
theſe conſiderations. Our Underſtanding is the 
ſteel, and our Will the flint: as ſoon as they touch 
one another, we ſee the ſparks of holy affe tions to 
flie out, We muſt bray together the matters of 
Prayer,asAromarick ſpices,with the drſcuflion of our 
underſtanding, before we can extra good odours, 

The fourth is the imitation and fruit of things we 
meditate on. It is the mark, at which our thoughts 


thence, The faintneſs, weaknels, infidelity, igno- 20 ſhould aim, otherwiſe, if one ſhould pretend no- 


rance, drinefs, which reigneth in your ſouls, cometh 
from no other ſource, but the want of conſideration, 
Take this worthy exerciſe couragiouſly in hand.and 
you ſhall feel your hetrt fattened with the union 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and your ſoul of a wilderneſs to 
become a little Paradiſe of God. Be not affrighted 
hereat, as if it were a thing impoſſible for you : uſe 
a little method, and you ſhall find nothing more ea- 
ſie,and familiar. What have you fo natural in vital 


thing elſe but a vain buſineſs of the minde, it would 
be to as much purpoſe to drive away Butter-flies,as 
to meditate, Good meditation and good ation 
ought to be entertained as two ſiſters, holding one 
another by the robe, 

As for the matter of meditation, you muſt know z;,tter of 
that all meditations are drawn from three Eooks, Meditati- 
The firſt and'moſt inferiour is the Book of the great 2: 


Three 
world, where one ſtudieth tro come by knowledg of nooks of 


life, as ro breathe > And what more proper in the 3o the creature ro the Creatour, The ſecond is the Medrati- 


intelle&ua], then to think ? Your ſoul hath no other 
operation; for Night and Day it is employed in 
this exereiſe, The Sun caſteth forth beams, and our 
'- . ſoul thoughts, Gather together onely thoſe wan- 
dering thoughts,which are ſcattered amongſt ſo ma» 
ny objeRs, into your center, which is God : em- 
ploy one part of the ſpirit, induſtrie, invention, 
diſcourſe, which you are endowed withall for the 
managing of worldly affairs: employ them (1 fay) 


Book of the little world, where man fludieth him. *” 
ſelf, his beginning, his erd, qualities, habits, facul- 
ties, aQtions,functions,and the reſt, 

The third is the Rook of the Heavenly Father, 
Feſws Chriſt our Saviour, who verily is a gilded 
Book, limmed with the rays of the Divinity, im- 
printed with all the charaQters of fanCtity, and from 
thence an infinitie of matter is drawn,as thoſe of be- 
nefits, of four laſt things, of the life, death, and pafſi- 


in the work of your falvarion, and you ſhall do 40 on of 7eſ#s, and of all the other myſteries. You muſt 


wonders, 
I undertake not here to raiſe you above the earth, 
nor in the beginning ro plunge you into the ſeven 
degrees of contemplation, whereof $. Bonaventure 
w—_ ſpeakerh in che Treatiſe be compoſed hereof: I ſpeak 
muſt un- DOT tO you of fire, unttion, extaſie, ſpecnlatign, taſt 
derſtand to Of yepoſe, Or glory , bur 1 ſpeak thatin few words, 
mediate which you may read more at large in the works of 

ſo many worthy men, who have written upon that 


digeſt every one in histime, according to the oppor. 
tunity, taſt, and capacity of thoſe who mediate, 
Some appropriate meditations to every.day of the 


week , others make their circuit according to the 


moneth , others follow the order of the myſteries, 
and life of our Saviour, as they are couched in ſo 
many. Books written of theſe matters, 
The pre&tice and form of meditation.confiſteth in Praiſe” 


fix things, The firſt, to divide the ſubje& you would contained 


ſubjet, Firſt know what Meditation is, ſecondly 5o meditate on into certain points, according to. the is fix Ar- 


how it is ordered, 

Meditation properly is a prayer of the heart, by 
which we humbly, attenrively, and affeRionately 
feck the truth, which concerns our ſalvation, there- 
by to gnidus to the exerciſe of Chriſtian virtues, 
That you may meditate well, you muſt know the 
cauſes, degrees, matter, and form of meditation, 
The principal cauſe thereof is God, who infuſerh 
himſelf into our ſoul, to frame a good thought, as 


Definition 
of Medita- 
£10n, 


Cauſes. 


ticles. 
I, Article. 


appointment of ſome Direcour, or the help of a 
Book:as if you meditate upon the knowledg of ones 
ſelf, ro take for the firſt point, what mair1s by na- 
ture. For the ſecond, what he is by fin, For the 
third, what he may be by grace. 

The ſecond, alittle before the honour appointed >. Actic!e: 
for meditation,to call into memory the points,which 
you would meditate on. 

The third, after you-have implored the light and ,. anicte, 


the Sun doth upon the earth to produce a flower. It 60 aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, that he would be pleaſ. 


is a goodly thing to have the ſpirit ſubtile and fruit- 

ful. t is to work Without the Sun (ſaith Origen) ra 

think to do any thing here without the grace of the 

Holy Ghoſt. ' ſt | 

The firſt degree, which leadeth to good and ſeri. 

ous Prayer, is a good life, and principally purity of 

heart, tranquillity of ſpirit, deiireto make your ſelf 

Azg. lib. an inward man. Saint Azguſtixe reciteth a laying 


9 De crvit, ; . : 
Erpbcoaos of Porphyrins very remarkable, which he derivet 


ed to dire this at to his glory, and that you have 
framed te your ſelf a lively thought of the preſence 
of God, and that actually you may meditate to ſe.. 
I«& the points, and articles propoſed, ſweetly, at- 
tentively, affetionately : and,not to want matter J&e7 
for every point, it is good to weigh the cauſes, the 1are one's 
effeQs, the tenents, and utmoſt limits of the myſte> {!fin me- 
ry we meditate on. * - rar Hwa 


As in the firſt point of the knowledg of your ſelf, »pon 


Dew own. from the mouth of this perfidious man, . as one 70 What man is according to Nature ? A reaſonable lundry 


wm Parer ſhould pull a thing ſtoln out of a Thiet's coffer:Ged, 


wllius in- * \v.* Keck. : 
dicet, ſos the Crearour and Father of this whole Univerſe, hath 


- thoughts 
creature, intelligent, capable of the knowledg of contained 
God. ho made it ? God himſelf. He would that iÞ.this _ 
bis cle, $ 


Book 3. 


his Divine hands (faith $. B«ſi/) ſhould ſerve him as 
a womb. hat are the Eſſential parts thereof ? A 
ſoul, a body, an underftanding, a memory, a will. 
What are the Accidentals? A general maſs of ſo many 
little parcels,as have their names,and entertainments, 
O the powerful hand, which hath compoſed ſuch a 
maſter-piece ! where was it made ? In the Earth, 
and notin Heaven, to teach him humility. Ad to 
what end made ? To praiſe God,and ſerye him, and 
ro ſave himſelf in praiſe and ſerving bim. hs hath 
concurred tits creation ? God. Hath he made »/e of 
Angels ? No: he would attribute the honour of 
ſuch a work to himſelf, 4nd how did he make it ? He 
was not content with one ſingle word,as in the Cre- 
ation of the world, bur he pur his band thereto, to 
fhew it was a more. ſupreme effet of his power. 
And When did he make him ? After other creatures, 
to prepare the world for him, asa Cradle, as a 
Temple,asan Hall to banquet in,and ſuch like things. 
You ice theſe circumſtances, who,what, where,whac 
help, wberefore, when, and how, in every ſubject 
of what kind ſoever, will lead you along. 


The ſecond manner io dilate your ſelt,zwhen you 


medirace Hiſtory, is, to repreſent the divers perſons 
with their words, ations, and paſſions. As in the 
myſterie of the Reſurrection, the Solciers ſhiver- 
ing for fear,the Perſon of our Saviour all enlighten. 
ed with ſplendour, ſaving, Courage, I have over- 
come, all power :s given to mein Heaven and Earth, 
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and the intelle&ual creatures; ſenſible, and inſenſi. 

ble enterchangeabl powers þ as did: S. ArFyſtine, nope 
meditating upon the perfettions of God, *© He er i, 

* went wheeling round about the world, and asked 7's 1 
* in heaven, inearth, ſea, and depths, addreſſing __ oe: 
*© himſelf to every one in particular, Are you God? Ine rogeve 
** And theſe Creatures anſwered, No, thoſe have 5.9.1 


** lycd, who Deified us. And after he bad tun all over & dixic m- 


the world, he entereth into himſelf, and faith to ©4994 
Tu quue? 


1o himſelf ; ho art thon > From whence cometh this unde hoc 


creature? - My Lord, and my God, from whence, but '«lc animal 
f-om thee ? By theſe ladder-ſteps he mounteth to 9,9. 
the knowledg of his Creatour, and plungeth him. «14 ui « 
{clt in the abyſles. Sali x 
The fixth, tro make ſometimes a gradation,aſcend- ods 
ing irom degree io degree, asin meditating on theſe 
words of Saint Fohn : God ſo loved the world, that he $ be Dons 
gave his oxcly-begotten $6m. If God ſhould onely 7 nag" 


appoint a bird to bring che news of thy ſalvation, tm a=» 


20 Would it not ſeem to thee to deſerve many thanks > #5» 


daret. 


But what if a reaſonable creature ? What if a man Joan.3.16. 
endowed with all manner of excellencies ? Whart if 
an Angel ? Whatif an Archangel, a Cherubin, a 
Seraphin 2 Whar if all the Angels, and allhe Bleſ. 
ſed Spirits > Bur all theſe, in compariſon of his Son, 
are bur as a little drop of water to the vaſt Ocean, 
And he hath given thee his Son, Oprodigic ! O 
ſuperabundance of love ! 

The ſeventh, eaſie,and fruitful, is,to ponder thar, 


1 come to wipe away your Tears, to make your 30 which you meditate on,with application to your ſelf, 


Faces brighr-ſhining, to put you into poſſeſſion of 
an eternal felicity, and ſuch ike things. On the 0- 
ther ſide, Magdalen, who ſeeketh her Maſter, and 
not content to behold the Angels, ſpeaketh theſe 
Oncrofi ſuns WOTAds, which Origen prompteth her ; All theſe good- 
mibi onnes [y comforters are burthenſom to me : I ſeek the Cre- 
ps ma atour, and therefore ] cannot ſee any creature Without 
torem, & anxiety. I ſcek not Angels, but him, who hath made 
ide mb? . beth me, and Angels. 
gravs eſt 
ad vidends 
oz crea- certain Images, figures,and ſimilitudes : as Hermas, 
—_— cited in the Bubliothee of the Fathers , who, medi- 
Angelo: ſed tating on the joy of worldlings, imagined to him- 
am. 3/6 ſelf a delicious Miedow, enammeled all over with 
Angeles, Flowers,where certain far and plump Sheep cropped 
the graſs. and skipped to and fro, with many jumps 
in the delights rhereof:and in an inſtant this Medow 
became wait, plain, dry, lean, parched, and barren, 


and the ſame Sheep appeared itarven, ſcabbie, and 


full ot botches,a rude ſurly Sheepherd driving them 50 A»g«ſtize, having meditared upon the knowledg of 


ro feed among thorns,and brambles. Afterward he 
applied all that ro the voluptuous, and made ro him- 
ſelf a perte& repreſentation of their life, to avoid 
their unhappineſs. 

The fourch, ro extend your ſelf by comparing of 
$. Gregory One _ ro another, as did Saint Gregory Nazian- 
in his ex, meditating upon the love of God '* Tellme 
Hyms. *© confidently (O my ſoul) what thou defireſt ? For 

** I will pleaſe thee, Thou wouldeſt perhaps have 


actentively conſidering the ations and words of 

Our Saviour to form ours. To examinecarefully your 

deportments, and ſee how often times they wander » ® 

trom this rule of perfe&tion, to repeal them, to 

{quare them, to leve} them, as much as you can, ac- 

cording to the model, which is ſer before your eyes, _. 
After the diſcuſſion of every point, the Lights fol- "> 4 

low in the fourth place,which are Maxims,and con. manner of 

cluſions drawn from the diſcourſe we have made, M<** 


The third, to repreſent things to your ſelf by 40 Asif we have meditated upon the knowledg of our Lights 


ſelves, to derive this fruit from thence : ©* That we 
** have nothing of our ſelves, but ignorance, weak- 
** neſs, vanity, miſery. That we are wholly God's, 
** That iris a facrilese to live for our ſelves. Thar 
** we cannor have a worſe Maſter, then our own li» 
** bercy, and ſcope : and ſuch like things. 

In the fifth place come the Aﬀections, which are 5s. Arcs 
flaming rranſportarions of the will, bent to purſue ***99* 
and embrace the good it acknowledgerh, as when $. 

God, brake forth into theſe words : Alaſs ! 7 have on, 
begun very late to love thee ; a beamy ever antient, a chrinds 14 
beauty ever new. Too late have I begun. T hog wert "9% & 

. . * 14am nova; 
within, and I ſought for thee without, and have caſt [14 ic ama- 
my /elf with ſuch violence npon theſe created beanties, w» & 11% 

: In5 eras, &f 
without knowledg of tht Creatour, to defile,and deform ,,, tv,, 
my ſelf daily more aud more. To this it much avail- i: que- 
hto h h 7 Verſicles of the moſt pa- "*"*. © 
eth to have by heart many Verliicles of the molt pa 


. miſta for- 
therical P/x/ms, which ſerve as jaculatory prayers, ſa, 94 


” Onges his enchanted ring to gain a kingdom. 60 and as it were enflamed arrows, to aim directly at/{% <2? 
cc 


ou wouldeſt have all thac which is in thy hand 
© chang'd into gold(the deſire of the fabulous *A4- 
* das. ) Thou wouldeſt cover Palaces ſtuffed wich 
* gold, and filver , rich poſſeſſions, curioſities, 
** boundleſs honours. Poor diftratted man, doſt 
* thou not ſee, thy God is. all that, and above all 
* thar, and incomparably more then that ? Thy 
** God is the true riches, the true glory, the true 
© repoſe, without him all thy bleſſings would be 


defurnmu us 


the propoſed mark, | peg ine 
tor concluſion you have Colloquies, which are Aug. Sel. 

reverent and amorous difcourſes with God, by .*\..;. 

which we ask of him to flie the evil, or follow the coloquies 

good diſcovered in the meditation, And, ofall that 

which |! ſay, Diſcuflion, Lighr, AﬀeRion, a Colloquy 

may be made upon every point, but more particu- 

larly at the end of the Prayer. And note, in every 

Prayer, eſpecially in Coltoquies, you mult make 


© curſes, and with him all thy affliftions may be 70 as of the praiſe of God, in adoring him with all the 
| Heavenly hoſt, and highly: advancing his greatneſs, 

and excellencies. Of thanksgiving, in thanking _ 
or 


* turned into felicities. 
The fifth, ro make ſometimes a Dialogue , God, 
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for all benefits in general, but particularly for theſe 
moſt,eminent in the ſubject we meditate. Of Perits. 
on, in asking ſome grace, or favour, Of Obſecration, 
in begging it by the force of holy things, and =_ 
able to the Divine Majeſty. Of Oblaticy, in offering 
your ſoul, body,works,words,affeCtions,and inten. 
tions; afterward ſhutting all up with the Pater 


Noſter. 
Another Behold briefly the practice of Veditation. If you 


manner 0 


Trinity, ircomparably raiſed above all creatures, To whom 
* we pray to Angels,and Saints,who are (as it were) [2 2iY 
the rays of this great and incomprehenſible. Sun, ,ju., pre. 
from whom all glory refle&eth. Above all creatures mis. 
we reverence the moſt holy Mother of God, who 7" &f, 
hath been as a burning mirror, in the which all the ſed yirgis. 
beams of the Divinity are united. Or:gey calleth her 

the treaſure of the Trinity : Methodius, the living 

Altar : Saint Ignatius, a Celeſtial Prodigie : Saint 


Meditati- YE. deſire one more plain, more facile, and greatly 1 © Cyril,che Fexmdereſs of the Church : Saint Fulgenti- 


en, more profitable, often practiſe this ſame, As the true me- 
plain, and ditation of a good man is (according to the Pro- 
WF ' phet) the Law of God, and the knowledg of one's 
ſelf, meditate the ſummary of your Belief , as ſome- 
times the Creed of the Apoſtles, ſometimes the Pa- 
ter Noſter ſometimes the Commandments of God, 
ſometimes the deadly fins, ſometimes upon the pow- 
ers of your ſoul, and ſometimes your five natural 
Senſes. The manner ſhall be thus. After you have 


us, the Repairer of Mankind : Proclus of Cyzike, the 
Paradiſe of the ſecend Adam, the Shop of the great 
Unicy of 1Wwo Natures : Saint Bernard , the Fir. 
mament abyve all Firmaments : Ardrew of Crete, 
the Image of the firſt Archetype, and the Epiteme«f 
the incemprehenſi ble exceRencies of God, 

All that may be ſaid redourdeth to the glory of 
the workman,who made her,and advanced her with 
ſo many preeminerces , yea, that alone affordeth us 


choſen a place, and time proper,and a little ſounded 2© a ſingular confidence in her protetion. The devo. 


the retreat in your heart from temporal affairs : 
Firſt, invoke the grace of God to obtain light and 
knowledg upon the ſubje& you are to meditate, 
_ ifit be the Creed, run over every Ar- 
ticle briefly, one after another, conſidering three 
things, what you ought to believe of this Article, 
what you oug t to hope, what you ought to love : 
How you hitherto have believed it, hoped it, loved 
it : How you ought more firmly to believe it here- 


tion rowards this common Advocate of mankind is 
ſo ſweer, ſo ſerifible,ſo full of conſolation,that a man 
muſt have no ſoul not to reliſhit. Next, we honour angels. 
thoſe Angelical ſpirits, who enammel Heaven with 
their beauty,and ſhine as burning Lamps before the 
Altar of this great God of Hoſts, We have a parti- 
cular, obligation- to our hely Angel-Guardian, 
whom God hath deputed to our conſervation, as a 
Celeſtial Centinel,that perpetually watcheth for us. 


after, to hope for it more confidently, to loye it 30 We behold in Heaven, with the eys of faith,an infi- 


more ardently, 
If it be the Pater * Noſter, meditate upon every 
- Petition, what you ask of God,the manner how you 
askit, and the diſpoſition you afford to obtain it, 
If the Commandments of God , what every Com- 
mandment meaneth, how you have kept them, and 
the courſe you will preſently hold, the better to ob- 
ſerve them.If the powers of your Soul,and five Sen. 
ſes , the great gift of God, which is to have a good 


nite number of choſen ſouls, who read our neceflj- 
ties in the boſom of God, written with the pen of 
his will, and enlightened with the rays of their pro. 
per glory, who apply this knowledg to their beatifi- 
ed underſtanding. Behold the objects of our Devo- 
tion'! As concerning that, which we ought to pray, 
and beg for, our great Vaſter hath abridged ic for 
us in our Lord's Prayer,a true Epitom ofthe celeſti. Lord's 
al wiſdom; as if one would comprehend all this **** 


Underſtanding, a good Will, an happy Memory , to 40 great Univerſe in the round circuit ofa Ring. From 


have the organs of Eys, Ears, and all the Senſes well 
diſpoſed for their ſeveral functions. How you have 
7% a3 employed all rheſe.endowments, and how 
you will uſe them in time to come. 
Thirdly, you ſhall make oblation of all that you 
are to God, and ſhall conclude fwith the Parer 
Another Noſter, and Ave Maria. Another manner very 
wy ſweet for thoſe, who are much affeted to holy Scri- 
pture, is mixed prayer, conſiſting in three things. 
The firſt, to make prayer to obtain of God grace 50 
and dire&tion in this ation, as it hath been ſaid 
above. | 
The ſecond, to take the words of holy Scripture, 
as a Pſalm, a Text of $.ohy, S. Paxl, and ſuch like 
things , to pronounce it affeionately, pondering, 
and ruminating the y IAIN of each word, and 
reſting thereon with ſweetneſs, while our ſpirit fur. 
niſheth us with variety of conſiderations. 
\ The third, to make ſome reſolution upon all 


thence itis that all prayers are derived, as all wa- 
ters flow from the Ocean. 

From the union of this excellent prayer with the Ro'=t7s 
Angelical Salutation the Roſary is compoſed; a pray- 
er as ſingular, as familiar to the whole world, whe- 
ther it be ſimply recited, or whether one proceed 
therein by the way of meditation upon the Myſte- 
ries, as many pious and devout Books do teach, 

We have beſides this, the P/alter of the Kingly Falter, 
Prophet,which operateth that in the Church, which 
the Sun doth in Heaven, 1t illuminateth, heateth, 
and makes fruitful all the good deſires, and devoti- 
ons of Chriſtianity. Conſequently there follow ma- 
ny well-digeſted Offices, many Collects, Letanies, 
Prayers,colle&ed from holy <criptures,and Fathers, 
You have a plentiful treaſury of them compiled by 
Henry  Kiſpexvigins , able to ſatishe the moſt curi- 
ous devotions. But all is not in multitude. The Bre- 
viaries, Hours,and Manuals of Devotion ſay enough. Gorern- 


theſe good Conſiderations,to rc them in ſuch 60 Thoſe, who have a of ſaying ſome Office, ment of 


and ſuch ations of virtue, La 
tation with ſome vocal Prayer. 
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Prattice of vocal Prayer , ſpiritual Lettion, 
and the Word of God. 


Pratice ef FF He practice of vocal Prayer conſifteth in three 
_ things ; to obſerve whom we ſhould pray un- 
three tO, what we ought topray for, and how to pray. 70 
ways: Forthe firſt, we know what the Church teacheth 


us, how, next unto the Majeſty of the moſt Bleſſed 


ly, to end the Medi- 


Vocal 


ought ſeriouſly to think of the puns of their payer. 
conſciences upon this point. But you, which have it 


-»e.,itisreaſon,with the adviſe of your Spiritual-Fa- 


ther, you task your ſclves upon ſome daily exerciſe 
ſeaſoned with ſome variety, that every day you may 
repeat it with exz& diligence : and moreover , you 
have many. jaculatory prayers drawn from the 


-- Pſalms, or other Rooks, for all manner of neceſſities, 


as well ſpiritual ,as temporal,and a liſt of the perſons, 
as well living, as dead, for whom you are to Pray 

When you have the matter digeſted,jt remaineth, The form. 
your ſclf add form thereynto, a ferious attention,a 

| | pro- 


Cupand men inthe Apecalyp: you ſtand before the Throne 

—— ty of God, with a Vial or Cup in the one hand, (which 

is your heart repleniſhed with holy thoughts, as 

with odoriferous Balm ) and an Harp in the other, 

which is the colle&tion of ſo many notable prayerss 

Neanthw, Serve your ſelf well with this celeſtial Harp. Do not 

Touſe it as one Neanthw, Who, —_ inherited Orphess his 
well Harp, thought to do wonders, and played 66 ill, 16 

that Dogs affrighted with his unſpeakable skreaking 

noiſe, tare him in pieces, It is not enough you have 

ſo many hely prayers, which ſound like the ſtring 

of God's Harp, conſigned to you by 7eſus Chriſt 

| himſelf, and ſo many holy perſonages : you muſt 

þ4.4 Rents aſe them well, leſt you find your punifhment even 


TR - 


| "_y 
Book }. T 
profound reverence, a fervent love. You muſt 
imagine with your ſelf - that withthoſe holy old 


Calf with- in the ſacrifice of Propitiation. Take heed you fa- 


out flour. 


Remedies 
againſt di- 
fractions. 


Good 


boaks the read 


Cave © 
Siby0a, 
Spiritual 


readings, 


and Ser- 
Mons 


crifice not ( as S. Gregory ſaith) the Calf Without 
flower ; which is, to make prayer with lips without 
application of heart. 

Four things will greatly ſerye you to reſiſt diſtra- 
Riors,and drinefs,which happenin prayer. The firſt, 
Before prayer, and in the time of __ , frame 
to your ſelf a lively and ſtrong Idea of the preſence 
of God, and when any diſtra&ion occurreth, recal 
your thoughts into their center by often renew- 
ing your intentions in the beginning of every part 
of prayer. | 

The ſecond, Not being charged with any Office 


by obligation, make a few vocal prayers, and ſtay 3© 


upon every word the ſpace of a breathing-fit: in 
the mean time, pondering both the word which you 
pronounce, and the perſon to whom you ſpeak, and 
your baſeneſs and unworthinefs. This manner is 
very ſovereign and available to pray. 

The third, To follow the counſel of Caſſioderns , 
to take this vocal prayer,which you rehearſe, as if it 
were particularly made for you, or that it origi- 
nally had born the yery like ſprouting buds in your 


heart. So ought you to connaturalize it, and pune 40 


Qually cfouſcal the affeFions, which the Author 
of this prayer had, when the Holy Ghoſt did di- 
Rate it unto him. You muſt rejoyce, bewail, hate, 
and love upon David's Harp, as by a certain di- 
vine inſpiration, 

The tourch,Ofren to ask of God the pift of pray- 
er, to offer him all your devotions in union with 
thoſe of our Saviour, and to chaſtiſe your negle&s 
by fome voluntary fatisfaftion. To water and moi- 


ſten your prayers, and retain them in full vigour, it 50 


is needful, that as you ſpeak to God in the exerciſe 
of prayer , he ſpeak to youin books, and by the 
mouth of Preachers. Wherefore make a wr Bron 
to imploy daily ſome part of your time in the read- 
ing ot ſome deyout book, as well that, which con» 
taineth Precepts, as Examples. Go nor, as it were, 
boot-haling, with an unſteady curioſity which ſwal- 
loweth all , and ever remaineth hungry : but fix 
your thoughts and affe&tions upon” that which you 


coloured with a firm tinfture. Good books are as 
the Cave of Sibylla. Caſrins Longinns faith, the in- 
habitrants of that Cave had a cercain rapture of pro. 
pheſie ; and in oftenrevolving the writings of Saints 
the ſpirir of Saints is acquired. | 

And as for Sermons, take heed of that canker of 
worldly ſpirits, who hear Preachers, as Athexian 
Orators, or as one would a curious Lute-player, or 


a Comedy in the Burgundian-Hoſtery. If he, who 


preacheth to you have no other intention , but to 99 


Pleaſe you, nor you any other purpoſe, but to ſooth 
your own curioſity , he hath wearted his Lungs, and 
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, in ſuch ſort, that yon may be imbrued and 60 


Praflice of Strength. 

you in the mean ſpace have had the itch in yourEars. 
The time will come,when he ſhall have the worm in 
his heart to gnaw him, and you the tingling in your 
ears for your puniſhment, The feller and the buyer 
ſhall he paid with the coyn of Reprobation. Who 
ſpeaketh not, and who heareth not; to do and 
becFme better, abuſeth a word ſigned with the 
blood of 7eſws Chrift , the loſs whereof is moſt 
dangerous, and the account ineſtimable. 


| The fixteenth SECTION, 
Of the ſecond Combat of the Spiritual man 
apainſt Weakneſs. 
LL that, on which 1] have before very largely 
diſcourſed, ſerves to diſſipate the darknef of 
ignorance, and to repleniſh a ſoul with the know- 
ledge of God, with good Maxims,pood defires, and 
purpoſes : and doubtleſs nothing would be 


4« - 
$i 


ound more eaſie and familiar then to do well, were T<>7#t- 


it not temptations come athwart us, which are the 
Remoras, as it were, and hinderances of the 
ſoul. And therefore itis neceſſary to frame to your 
ſelf an undoubted courage, high,and reſolute,to re. 
{iſt with an invincible hand, and to ſtrike at an infi- 
nite number of obſtacles, which preſent themſelves 
in all ſorts of occaſions, and which bring upon our 
ſouls acceſſes of fire and ice , fire of concupiſcence, 
ice of puſillanimity, to form in the end an abſo- 
lute inability of Virtue. This inability is vanquiſhed 
by the grace of God, and virtue of fortitude, which 
warranteth courage to undertake, and ſtrength- 
eneth it to bear what Reaſon diftateth, And al- 
though to undertake ſeem a thing very glorious, it 
is, notwithſtanding, the hardeſt task to endure a 
temptation, to oppoſe it with unmoved foot, to 
wraſtle with it, totrawple on it, and in the end by 
Virtue to ere& Trophies over it. 
Saint Thomas very judiciouſly yieldeth the rea- 
ſons : 1.Becauſe he,who is aſſaulted, ſeemeth ever in 
worſe ſtate, then he that aſſaulterh : for encounter. 
ing he alwaies preſuppoſerh himſelf to be ſtronger. 
Now it appeareth, he who undergoeth ſome brave 
ation of courage is the Aſſailant, and he who with- 
ſandeth a temptation is oppoſed , and ſometimes 
ſhaken without thinking thereof, which is far more 
troubleſom and hard, and therefore draweth after 
it much more reſolution, in caſe a good and pene- 
rous reſiſtance be made againſt it. 2. The Aſſailant 
beholdeth the peril as future,and he who is tempted 
ſeeth the temptation even almoſt within his gates , 
in his heart, in bis bowels. 3. The Aſſailant often 
diſchargeth his Piſtol like an Harcubuſier before he 
have leiſure to know the danger , and readily reti- 
reth : the other, who ſuffereth, burneth as with a 
ps fire, and in the mean ſpace, if he be patient, 
e long time ſtayeth with a repolſed reſt , yer nor 
ſtriking at all; which is a thing werthy of an eternal 
Crown. The Alexanders, the Ceſars , who flew 
like Eagles to the conqueſt of Worlds , ofcentimes 
yieldeth themſelves up to the leaſt rempration, 
Their ſtrength was diſguiſed, not real, 


The ſeventeenth SEC T10N. 
The Arms againſt Temptation , contained in 
twelve Maxims. 
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freed of another. For to purſue ſuch courſes, is like 
waſhing one's ſelf with ink, It is not to hide one 
from all kind of encounters, and never to do well 
for fear to have occaſion of a combate againſt ill : 
bur to. reſiſt it couragiouſly in that fort ag1 will 
ſhew. That great fore-mentioned Fohn Picus Mi- 
randula hath colleted twelve notable Maximgy the 
practice whereof is moſt profitable to enable 
your ſelf in ſpiritual combate againſt imporercy, 

I. Maxim, That you muſt be tempted, on what 
ſide ſoever it happen. It is our profeſſion,our trade, 


I Theſ. 3.3» 
In hoc po- 


fit: ſumus. 
Temptati- 
on our 


on of her wings, nor the Ninghtingale of her ſong, nor 


the Peacock of her tail, becauſe it is by kind.and it is 
as natural for manto be tempted,as for a bird to fly, 
ſing, to prune her feathers, It you forſake not the 
way of ſpiritual life fearing to be tempted, and turn 
head to worldly contentments, hold it for an infal- 
lible verity, you therein ſhall be much more en. 
gaged . and whichis worſe, without comfort, ho. 


nour, merit, or recompenſe : you ſhall leave a Pa» 20 take very good heed you leave not your rank, and 


per-Croſs, which,if you knew well how to manage, 
would load you no more then feathers do the bird, 
you will forſakeit (ſay I) to take another hard,un. 
eaſie, and bloody, which would inveſt you in the 
Contfraternity of the bad Thief, 
$4, 4. That great Prelate of France, Sidonins Apollinaris 
pol.1i.r-c.2. relaterh, that a certain man called Aaximms,bein 
arrived at the height of honour, by unlawful,and in- 
direct ways, a grieved from the firſt day, and 
A remark- breathing out a great ſigh, ſpake theſe words : 0 
rv Damocles, 7 eſteem thee meſt happy to have been a 
Maxim? King only the [ pace of a diner-time. It zs now a whole 
Felicem te, day that I have been ſo, and can no longer endare it. 
Damocie*» i. Remember thar in the affairs of the world we 
logins fight a longer time, we travel more painfully, we 
ui pci reap more fruitleſly. The end of one toil is the be. 
cave role pinning of another. In pains-taking there is no hope, 
yaw. £ Put ever to labour. A temporal coil draweth after 
World. it an eternity of pain. 
lings. III, Is it not a meer folly to believe a Paradiſe an 
eternal life, a Zeſ# Chriſt, who made unto himſelf 
a ladder of the Croſs to aſcend to the Throne of his 
Glory, and you in the mean-while to be deſirous to 
Indignity live here with arms a-croſs? To ſee the Maſter open 
og the way of Heaven through ſo many thorns, and 
the ſervant not to be willing to tread but upon 
flowers? To ſee under an head,all waſted,and worn 
with ſuffering, delicate members,as one ſhould make 
to a Coloſſus of braſs feet of flax. 
Greatneſs IV. Were there no other fruitin Temptation, 
of Tewp- but the conformity, which we thereby have with 7c- 
Confo.m. [#5 Chriſt che Sovereign Wiſdom,jit would be high- 
ityro ly recompenſed. A brave Captain faid to a Souldi- 
_ er, who died with him : although thou hadſt been 
". unknownall thy life-time, it is no ſmall honour for 
thee to die this day with chy Maſter. And who would 
not hold it for a great glory to have the Son of God 
for Captain, for Companion, for SpeRator, for 


our continual exerciſe, The Eagle complaineth not 


The HOLY COURT. 


Praficeof Virtues, Part 1, 


the wings of Cherubins, would creep amongſt us, < 

like a little worm of the earth ? What a glory "go Figmae 
were itto ſay what Saint Pax! ſaid : 7 bear the Jeſuin cor- 
marks of my Saviour Jeſus on my bedy ? ITY 


Gal.6.17. 


orto, 


V. Not to confide in humane remedies, when you Diſtruſt of 
undertake to overcome a temptation, [t is not a 9*<'s Ie, 
thing which dependeth meerly upon us. It is neceſſa- 
ry God go betore, and we thereto contribute our 
free-will. If he watch not over our heads,it will be 
an hard matter for us to keepcentinel. No creature 


IO is ſo feeble, as he, who holderh himfelf for ſtrong, 


3 


40 


being only armed with his own confidence. Afany Concili- 

$oed things are done in man, which man doeth xt © and mn Aman 
man doeth no good, which Ged doeth not, Who thinks mts in 
to reſiſt temptations without his help, is like him me bona 
who haſtenerh to the wars, and ſtumbleth at the fn | 
threſhold of his owndoor.. And therefore an effe» home bon« - 
Qual means in this battel is to inGſt much on pray- 7.4, 


er,eſpecially at the firſt enterance of a temptation, a, as 
pecirany q 


VI. Wien you have vanquiſhed a temptation, "*" Þ**- 
prefter, Mt 
factat home. 


wholly flacken your courage, as it there were no To land 
more enemies to be oppoſed. As diſtruſt is the mo- ge? ... 
ther of ſafety, ſo overmuch ſecurity is the gate of guard. 
peril, If yeur enemy {till roar up and down like a 392”: | 
roaring ion, become you on the other ſide a watch- ini ego fo. 
ful lion in the centinels of the God of Hoſts. ia. 21.8, 
VIT. Content not your ſelf only to be beaten, To com- 
but aſſail your enemy, When Satay lays a ſnare prey” 
to entrap you,make it an inſtrument of merit. Jt he 
preſent a good work to you, which glittereth in the 
world, thereby to tempt you with pride, make a 
good work of it, and leave vanity, referring all to 
the greater honour of God. 
VIII. When you are in combate, fight with ala- 
crity,as if you already were certain of viRtory. Turn 
away the eye of your conſideration from what you 
ſuffer,and hold it perpetually fix'd upon the reward. 
A great unhappineſs, which maketh many to fall yyhac is 
head-lons into temptation, is, that they have their the cauſe, 
minds ſo Knded and bent upon the thought of _— 
pain, they cannot abide to behold the reward, which 
waiteth on them. When the fourty Martyrs were 
in the frozen lake, thirty nine of them looked back 
upon the future crown ; and one of them unhappily 
thought of nothing but his puniſhment. All'of them 
remained yicorious,except this wretched creature : 
who, ſoyling the glory of his patience, came out of 
the pool to die preſently after in his infidelity. Do 
you not think, that which comforted our Saviour 
on the Croſs, in that bottomleſs abyſs of calummnies, 
and dolours, was a mirrour of glory, where he ſaw 
all his ſufferings in crowns ? Behold the courſe 
which is to be held ! To ſtay a lictle on the preſent, 
and reſt in a ſtrong apprehenſion of the future : and 
ever'to have theſe words of S. Paul in your heart, 
A ſhort moment of our tribulation worketh in us an Momena- 
eternal weight of glory. Fight then with courage, as nw ge 
if it were the laſt temptation, which ſhould aſſail **,7** 


trons 


Theatre, for Guerdon, in all his afflictions,and tri- 5g you, and be perſwaded,that herein is the extent of z#-«, 


bulations ? Who would not account ita great digni- 
ty to be daily crucified with him ? To diſtend his 
hands, and arms upon the Croſs, in withholding 
them from violences, rapines, ruins, wherewith the 
ſpirit of lying tranſporteth us? To tetter your feet, 
and hinder them from runningafter ihe unbridled 
deſires of your heart ? To make bitter your tongue 
in ſubduing the pleaſures,of rafte ? To cover your 
body with wounds, in ſuppreſſing the incitements 


of fleſhby an holy Mortitication ?*To leſſen your ., 


caſions thereot chrough preſumption of heart. He, 
that much affeReth hazard, inſtead of finding glory 


your Predeſtination, When you have overcome ye 
govern your ſelflike a man readily preſt to enter 4 era 
2Sain into the liſts, and make one victory the degree 77 in nb 
for another. EE 4. 
IX. Though you be valiant, brave not danger, ot to 


tempt not temptation,caſting your ſelf into the oc- tewepr 
; Temptati- 


therein, ſhall trace out his own tomb. 
X. A ſovereign Means to conquer temptations, 


ſelf by the contempt of honour,according to the ex- * is ſeaſonably to diſcover the countenances of them, 


ample of him, who, being able always to walk upon 


to open-your heart freely to your Ghoſily Father, 
to 


A Sove- 
reign 
Me ans. 


Iweetnels 


Book 3. 
to declare your thoughts, to know them well, to 
conſider their nature, and to ſee the power they 


bave over your ſou]. It ordinarily _—_ what 


the good Epilterns faith : It is not the thing, that 
troubleth ms, it ts onr fantaſie. How many temptati- 
ons would be vanquiſhed by ſlighring them, if one 
took but a hittle leifure ro laugh at them? We 
make Elephants of Flies : and of little Dwarfs, who 
by ſtealth pinch us, we frame Giants, Wereſem- 

b 

themſelves with tears in cheir Nurſes boſoms : but 

take away the mask, and givethem it to handle, 

and they will make ſport with it. How many _ 
ſeem terrible, and impoſſible to us, which we finde 
ridiculous, and eafie to overcome,if we never ſo lit- 
tle touch them with our finger ? In temptations of 
puſillanimity it is good to. repreſent to your ſelf 
theſe falſe Giants as Dwarfs . But in that of Luſt 
you muſt not deſpiſe any thing, rather lay hold of 


ſittle threads, as if they would become huge cables. 2 


Both in the one, and the other, there is nothing to 
be done, but to daſhtheſe lictle Babylonians againſt 
the ſtones. Withſtand beginnings, and ſuffer not 
your enemies to fortifie themſelves to your diſad- 
vantage. 

X1. The ſtone of offence and ſcandal to many is, 


of vitory that they lively preſent to their imagination the 


of a remp- 


ration, 


ſweetneſs of ſin, and never conſider the pleaſure, 
which is derived from the viRory over fin. As ſoon 


e young children, who,for fear of a vizard, hide 10 


% 


The HOLY COURT, Remedies againſt Vites. 


poſitions of well-doing, you ought to be freed from 
wars of Nature, which ever keeep in humility your 
ſoul a little too indulgent to it ſelf? 


The eighteenth SECTION. 


Remedies againſt Paſcions, and Temptations, 


which proceed from every Vice. 


I. 


| py confder,that Paſſion is a motion of the Senſual Appetite, 
which proceedeth from the imagination of good, or evil, 
with ſome agitation of the body. 

Il. That tbere are eleven Paſſions, ſix inthe Appetite of 
Concupiſceace : which are Love, Haticd, Deſire, Averſion, 
Fay, Sadneſs. Five in the Appetite of Revenge ©: which are 
Hope, Deſpair, Boldneſs, Fear, Anger. | 

II. That there are two Means tovanquiſh all Paſſions : 
whereof the firſt is a Precaution of mind againſt the occaſions, 
and vain apparences of all things of the world ; and the ſecond 
a ſerious Entertainment of the mind in better things, as Pray- 
er,Study, Labour, Afﬀairs : but, above all , you muſt beg of 


© God the light, and ſtrengih of his boly Grace, which infinitely 


ſurpaſſeth all humane Remedies. 
we bere add ſome Preſervatives ogainſt Paſſions, and the 
moſt ordinary Vices. 


Againſt Carnal Love. 


I. To coaſider the barrenaeſs of wordly loves, which are 
the:true Gardens of Adonis, wherein nothing i8 gatbered but 
wretched flowers environed with many thorns. 

Il. To ſet a true eftimate upon things, and not to be de- 
ceived with apparences. 

III. To keep watch over your Senſes, t# avoid the oppor- 


as man is plunged in the puddle thereof, behold a 3O junities and occaſions of ſin, and above all to have recourſe un- 


bluſhing foul, drenched in penfiveneſs, melancho- 
ly, and deſpair, whom a loathſom pleaſure, which 
paſſeth away as a dream, furniſheth from a dream 
with an heap of ſcorns, ſorrows , and confulions, 
But quite contrary, that ſoul, which hath reſiſted, 
findeth her ſelf content, generous, advanced, faris- 
fied with holy comforts, which come from the Pa- 
radiſe of God, Few men revolve this ought , 
which Saint Cyprias much recommendeth. Behold 


why the number of the damned is very great ! and 40 


yet notwithſtanding doth ir not ſeem to you ay 
reaſonable, that man, who a thouſand times hat 

yielded to temptation, ſhould once in his life-time 
ralt the ſweetneſs, which is in the victory over a 
remptation, to rejoyce for ever ? Many have been 
diverted froma great and manifeſt precipice,by con- 
ſidering theſe words : ©© Well,go to. To yield to ſin, 
** what will be the end thereof? To purchaſe repent- 
** ance at ſo dear a rate ? To render up a renown 


*© of ſo many years, as a prey to the moſt unhappy $9, 
c 


* moment of pleaſure ? Where is the faith promi 

* ro God? Letus at leaſt ſeek out ſome place where 
** heisnor. And where is he not? So many Stars,ſo 
© many Intelligences,wherewith the world is reple- 
** niſhed, are ſo many eyes to behold thee. Himſelf 
© looketh into the bottom of thy conſcience. Ask 
** leave of him, if thou wilt fin. But 'how ask, 
*and how obtain? Exerciſe a little patience, and 
**©rhis temptation will vaniſh away as a cloud. Thou 


to God, upon the firſt impreſſion of your thoughts. 

IV. 'To free your ſelf by main force from the preſence of ob- 
jets ; tobe delighied with ſerious purpoſes, and good employ= 
ments. 

V. Topreſent to your ſelf very often the defeft, ingratitude, 
levity , inconſtancy , and treachery of creatures , which we 
moſt ſervilely love. 


Againſt Ayerfions, Hatreds, and Envies. 


I. To efleem nothing great inthis life, is the way to exvy 
nothing. 

Il. To love onlythe great inheritance of the land of the 
living, which never becomes le(s by the many and ſeveral di- 
vijons made to thoſe,who poſſeſs it. 

III. To conſider attentively the Motives, which excite Ws to 
love our neighbour ; as the participation of tbe ſame nature, 
ſame life, ſame blood, and U.ke profeſſion, and ſuch other rea- 
ſons, which are as ſo many knots of amity. 

IV. The wy/etched bfe 'of Cain to livein envy, troubles, 
diſturbances, and rage of a diſtempered ſpirit, which cauſeth 
the immortality of its being to contribute to the eterni:y of its 
pams. 

V. To behold bow envy, eve it is awart, ſeructh many times 
the advancement of thoſe,who are exvied. 


Againſt Covetouſneſs, worldly Hope, and Joy. 


I. The diſquiet of an hungry mind. 
II. The unſatiableneſs of deſires. 
_ Ul. The wars andbattels we muſt oft-times undergo to ſ4« 
I!5fie oxe ſole deſire. 
IV. The diſhonour of denial,snſupportable to a generous ſoul. 
V. The dependence and ſlavery we muſt endure, to pleaſe 
thoſe, from whom we expe the accompliſhment of our deſires. 
VI. The frailty in offending God through too much greedi- 


** goeſt about ro commit a ſin, the pardon whereof 60 yeſs of temporal things. 


© 15 very uncertain ; bur, it is doubtleſs, through all 
© eternity, when thou haſt committed it, God him- 
** ſelf cannot make it to be undone. 

X IT. Think not you are the leſs acceptable to 
God, when he ſuffereth you to be tempted, yea with 
diſhoneſt thoughts, which to chaſte ſouls are ex- 
tremely irkſom. Alas, why 21f'S. Paxl, that Che- 
rubim, ſcorched withceleſtial ardours, who fixed his 
foor upon the front of the ſtars,if we follow the opi- 


VII. The poor and (art pl: aſure taken in things we moſt ar- 
dently deſire. 

VIII. That God many times affordeth us the accompliſh- 
ment of our deſires, as a pun (hment of our impe fe tions. 


Againſt Sadnefs,and Deſpair. 


There is an Holy ſadneſs ,as that we tntert ain upon the Paſſi- 
01 of our Saviour, or for our ſins ; which is agift of God, and 
not a puniſhment, 

There is another Furious,which bath no ears, and which is 


nion of S. Ambro ſe, The op by lat, and Orcumenins, 7 o «ther cured by Miracl's,then Precepts. 
felc the ſtings of concupiſcence in a fleſh rapt to the 
third Heaven : think you;for having ſome good diſ- 


There is oneNaural, which proceedeth from humour : and 
another Vitious, foſtered by evil habits, and neglefts of ſal- 
vation. 

L nz 


I. Againſt 
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The HOLY COURT. Remedies againſt Vices, Part 1, 
I. Againſt this laſt, we muſt conſider our defires, and affe-= < II. The miſe:y of preſent ſtate, wheres all things invite ws to 
tions, oft-times make up all our ſadneſs, and that the true Humility. | 
means to leſſen the cares, which conſume us, u to ſweeten the IIl. The vanity of Opinions, which afford us nothing but 
arp and ardent love, we bear towards worldly things. w de. 
II. The ſmall accompt we mak: of God is the cauſe we ma- IV. The diindneſs, incapacity, inconſtaney, perverſeneſs of 


ny times are troubled at frivolous things, either diſtantly threat- men's judgments, who often love, and admire all that, which 
enang ws, 07 already happened. He, that would truly love this 18 the moſt Vitious. 


great God, who deſerveih all the love both of Hetven, and V. The frailty of hononr,and reputation,which is ſought by 
Earth, ſhould not ſuffer fear or ſadneſs for any thing, but the munlawſull ways. 
loſs of the love of God, which no man loſeth, if he be not will- VI. The tortures and torgents of « vain ſpirit. 
Ing to forgo it. _ . VII. The oftentation in ted ſucceſſes, the diſcouragement 
I!I. Nonght but tears of the Damned is remedileſs. He, 1 ©#1 bad. = 
that may be in the way of Paradiſe, ſhould not make a kind of VIII. The ſurprizal of bis praftices, and impeyſefions, 
Hell oz earth ; and who may hope this great Allſhiuld never be which cannot be hidden from the moſt judicious, 
ſad for any thing. IX. The worm, which gnaweth all good works by the means 
: of vanity, and the ſhameſul deprivation of eternal comforts tg 
Againſt evil Confidence, attend the ſearch of earthly ſmokes. 
I. That ts be confident in evil things is to have a deſperate ey 
inſtrument of ont's own miſery, which Cel all exorbi- Againſt. Gluttony, 


tances of the heart, 10 make them the more puniſhable. , | M 
Il. That there 3s 20 aſſured confidence againſt the power of bracifh ind bem _ y "a the miſerable ſtate of a ſoul 
God, which in an inſtant ruizeth the poſterity of the greateſt II. Hardneſs of heart. 
Tyrants. . 
Ii. Thit th? ſtrongeſt things are waſted by the weakeſt. 20 = —vpar Ml - Wes 
Lyons have been eaten up by Flies : and ruſt (though contemp- V. Loſs of goods. 
tible) conſumes on _— yrs P n—_ VI. Difeueation 
IV. That to be confident through preſumption of ſtrengtb is gs Sa : ; 
th: high way to become ridiculous in exterpriſes, and unfortunate VII. What an horronr it is to make of the members of Jeſus 


| | 8 - Chriſt the members of an unclean Creature. 
#1 all ſucceſſes. We muſt not go about to ſoar to the Snn with VIII. What indignity it #5 to adore and ſerve the belly as a 
the wings of a Rtar-monſe, nor ſail on the Octan inthe (hell of beſtial and baſe God. 


a Tortoiſe. IX. The great exceſs of ns ,whichproced from this ſource, 


Apainſt Fear, X, The puniſhments of God upon the voluptuous, 

I. Neither to deſire, nor love any thing inordinately; is the Againſt Intemperance of Tongue. 
path-way to peace, where fear never barbouts, 30 Lo . 

Il. Tobwee ſtrong charity towards God, and to love him I. To conſider, that it 's the Throne of V ain-Llory. 
fervently, with perſwaſion of bis reciprocal love. This is the Il. An evident ſign of ignorance. 
means io enter into a firm confidence. For what evil may we ITI. The gate of flandey. 
fear againſt w, when God 35 with us? | IV. The barbinger of / coffing. 

III. We many times fea! evils,which are the ſources of great V. The architef of lying. 


bleſſings: ſome are = truly _ other much leſs then "= make d. "= pr of fb on Ce, 
them, and many will never happen. Why will you abide where « Thediſtpa'ton of the heart's ſaſety, . 
you are nor, and put your ſelf on the rack in your imagization. VII. The inſeparable companion of 1dleneſs, as ſaith $, 

IV. He, who reſolves to [ſuffer all that God will bave him, Jokn Climacus, 
takes in haud a powerful remedy againſt all ſorts of fears : for : 
be,who is a uae over ny, commaudeth terrour, ſirce the Againſt Sloth. 
evil preſent is much more troubleſom, then the ſuture. * : ; 

W There are natural ſears much tied to fleſb, unle(s they be 40 I. The indefatigable labour of all creatures in the world both 
vanquiſhed, and (weetened by frequent cuſtom with the things, _—_— _—_ <a P APTF 
which are feared, and converſation with men confident aud ſo, A efacility of good works after grace given by Jeſus 

J , : ritt. 

OI ITI. The anxiety of an inconſtant and fletting ſpirit, 


IV. Shame, and contempt. 
Againſt Anger. V. The confuſion at the day of Judgment. 
I. To conſider how it depriveth ws of ſix things very pretions, VI. The irrecoverable loſs of time. 


to w.t, of wiſdom, juſtice, civility, concord, truth, and the 
ſpleadour of the ſpirit of God. | 

Il. How #t ſuddenly transfiznreth a man into « lutle —— 
monſter. 


Il. How it is hurtful to the ſtate of bzalih, which weſo JO of three Temptations, which hinder many 'n 
tenderly love, 


— 


IV. That it abaſeth the perſon ſurprized withit, and eſpe- the way of Perfection : to wit, Shame of 
cially if be be in ſome eminency of life, and dignity. IW ell. doing » OVer-MHuC hb A '(febt " ro ſome 

V. That the effefts thereof are cruel, the [poils pernicious n Well-doing. 
even:s (h :meſul, «nd falls {\ whe moſt part nl (aan : Creature, and Penfr venef. s mn Wh mg 

VI. Th conteitm:nt to have kept back an evil word, which EL n——_ 
bad deſtroy:d a good affair. 

VII. The abſtinence from curtoſtties, and niceneſs of life, The nineteenth SECTION, 
cutteth aſunder the ſinews of aiger. The l:{5 curious a man is, : 
the move bumble be 1s ; and the more bumble, the leſs ſenſoble is A 'gainſt the Shame of WA ell.doing, 


be of the croſses, whish happen to things with1ut us, - 
VIII. we muſt prevent occaſions, and not afford them too Gy M ay would quickly bein the way of alife 
Mi 


miich power over our heaits, in all thoſe things, the loſs whereof truly Chriftian, havin ſouls of an excellent 
may trouble ths | 


| od, but that th 
IX. Toeſch:w the occaſions of places, of perſons,"ecreations, Haas. =, and p10UsS — of G id believe it? =a. 4 
and aff irs, which uſe to diſtu/b the peace of onr m11ds. ave one temptation :; WHO WOU 4 #2» 
X. If one feet bimſel{ inwardly moved, to bridle the tongue, the ſhame of well-doing. Their ſouls are big with 


that ſo the apprehenſpons of the heart may zot break forth. To go0d deſires, reſembling the Eagle's ſtone, which Eag! 


r6-enfer fate yaur ſo: ; er hath anotherin it, and never brings it forth, 
Toask truce of your-paſſion, ſtedfaſily b:lieving, tbat you CVEL. , g 


hall pardon mazy offences, if you begin to underſtand before you So have they in their hearts ( according to their 


£r0w angiy. own opinion) a good reſolution ſeriouſly to em- 
| brace Devotion ; but the fear of what men will ſay 

Againſt Vanity, -o ſcattereth as many good thoughts, as the heart can 

I. To repreſent to one's ſelf very often the extreme vanity of CONCEIVE. What practice of r emedies my _ 
all wo.ldly things. againſt this puſillanimity, effeminate ſoul? Onely 


confider 


c'3 


Book 2. 


conſider what you do, and if you be aſhamed, it can 
be of nothing, bur of your felt. 

Uoworthi- Firſt I ask, Who maketh you bluſh in the ſervice 
neſs:o be of your Spouſe? Do you bluſh ar his poverty 2 ar 
cn bs deformity ? at his ignorance? Or, tell me,whar 
decay bave you obſervedin him to imprint a bluſh- 
ing Vermilion on your face? Poor ? How can he 
be ſo;ſince he maketh all Rich? Detormed? How can 


he be ſo, ſince he is the original Beauty ſpred over 


The HOLY COURT. 


Apainſt Afﬀetton to Creatures, 35 


The twentiecthSECT1oN., 
1 ove of Creatures, 


Fter ſhame cometh likewiſe a ſnare much 4herio 

more dangerous, to wit, the love of creatures, {5 crea.” 
Many fouls ſeem already to poyze themſelyes, and es mate 
ſoar into the Skie, bur there is ſome little thread Rs: 
wretched, ard weak, which fertereth their feet. 


all the creatures of the world ? Ignorant ? How 1© One cannot forſake ſuch a lodging, another ſuch an 


can he be ſo, ſince he is the Eternal Wiſdom ? Tell 
me then, what have you to be aſhamed of ? Some 
will ſay, that you would ſeem to be virtuous, and de- 
yout, Do not (o, but be fo indeed. If you have 
not cauſe to bluſh for Heaven, why ſhould you 
bluſh for Virtues, which are the daughters of Hea. 
veh ? Behold what Sacrilege you commit. Shame. 
fac'dneſs is made for Vices. It 1s the veil, wherewith 
Nature covereth them, when they endeavour to 


exerciſe; a third ſuch a cuſtom, a tourth ſuch a com- 

pany, which in the mean ſpace diſſolveth the courſe 

of his good purpoſes, maketh his heart become child- 

iſh, and ſometimes dull and ſtupid to the reliſhes 

of God, Amonglt all encounters this is the moſt p,mon of 
powerful, which proceedeth from the paſſion of Love. 
Love,and ſometimes among perſons, who have their 

ſouls moſt pure : and ſuch, as are in their own opini.. 

ons far removed from this miſchievous paſſion, yer 


hide themſelves, and you will ſhadow Virtues. Alafs! ,q are not without peril. If this ſhould come like ſome 


the Martyrs have become red with blood to pre- 
ſerve Devotion and you bluſh with ſhame to betray 
it, A fﬀeveriſh reſpe&t towards ſom creature, which 
paſſeth away in the turning of an hand, hindererh 
perhaps thirty or fourty years of virtue. O 
miſery ! 

- rage Secondly, What have you ſo much to excite, and 

ſhould ſer- drive you forward in well-doing ? Think you your 

tleyou. ſelf to beat this preſent the onely creature in the 


other groſs and carnal love, with an Arrow and "PEP'Y 
Torch in hand, one _—_ more ea{ly defend him. like to In: 
ſelf, bur it approacheth with-a little Sting, ſubtile, {+ 
flender, andas it were wholy Spiritual, that one 

cannot well perceive it in the beginning, Jt reſem. 

bleth thoſe little flying worms,which Pheden ſpeak- 
eth of, that unperceivably ſting ? when they have h=00ne 
fixed therr fling, we do not know they have ſtung ns, 5 
untill we ſee ſome ſwelling riſe upon the chin.y0 in ſuch {4215s 


: ils & fat» 
world, which tafterh Devotion > Asthouſand and a ,, petty love-dalliances, we ſee not the Wound, nor tu, - 


thouſand well-qualified have advanced the Standard 
of Piety. If the number of the bad authorize wick- 
edneſs, why ſhould not ſo goodly a Troop of honeſt 
men furniſh us with confidence enough to vanquiſh 
one impious fantaſie, which verily is nothing, nor 
bath any ſubſtance, but what your remiſneſs afford- 
ethir ? 
Doubran® Then tell me in the third place, What is it you ſo 
on o this Much fear, to addi your ſelf wholly to Devotion ? 
ſhame. The twinkling of an eye, aſilly ſmile, a breath of 
words, which quickly paſſeth, and hurteth none ? 
And behold why you forſake God. What is more 
eaſie to be overcome, then all that ? A little ſilence 
anſwereth all, It is not required of you, you ſhould 
oppoſe your arms againſt the violent ſtream of a tor- 
rent. Silence onely 1s demanded, and to hope well, 
which are the two eaſieſt things in the world, Wall 
you put a great affront-upon a babler, who flouteth 
at your Devotions ? Anſwer him not, All he faith 


Ifai. it. 

In filentio 
& ſpe ent 
fortunds ve- 


rea. - . . . 

# ſeth him, your ſilence confounds him. In the end 
he cannot fay fo much, but that you may hear much 
more. He hath but one mouth, and you. have two 

» Reg, 9. £ars. Let Aichol revile, and perſiſt you in dancing 


> before the Ark, your patience ſhall top all mouths, 
What you and in the end purchaſe all Crowns. Burt you fear 
you cannot perſevere in the way of virtue, and that 
many changes may caſt ſome aſperſion of inconſtan- 
cy upon you. You do well to fear your ſelf if you 


lens m pert= 


Sting, we know not what we ſuffer, what we do, ve: 
what we undertake, what we deſire. One doth ax mſi 
hardly know that he loves: notwithſtanding the # 
ſoul is puffed up, and goeth our of its limits, andis 
diſſolved into an Ocean of diſturbances, which are 4. an: 
very prejudicial to purity. It were better to have as thereot. 
it were ſome kind of Leprouſie,then ſuch a paſſion: 
for that would infect but the body, bur this diveth in 
the end even into the bottom of the ſoul, weaverh 
its web in the marrow, forrageth all over that which 
hath vigour-in our inward parcs, leaveth meager- 
neſs,and ſteriliry,and maketh our heart like to thoſe 
abortions of Pearls, which have been blaſted with 
Lightning, having, inſtead 0f a bright ſubſtance, 
nothing elſe but an exteriour tilm. 

What ſhall one do in this caſe ? It isa very eaſie Preſervs- 
matter to give a preſervative,chat may keep us from © 
the blow; bur it is very difficult to draw the ſoreneſs 
from the wound. You need ſometime but the very 


15 to put you into paſſion , your impatience plea-  , wind of your hat to turn away a Thunder.clap, that 


it may not ſtrike where it ſeems to be aimed, the 
Thunder maketh his claps as remedileſs as ſudden 
and violent : even ſo this Paſſion in the beginning 
may be diſpelled with a very lictle heed, and dexteri- 
ty; bur,when paſſage is made for it into the hearrt,ic 
raiſeth a tempeſt. But in concluſion, what means is 
there to ſtay it? It will berold you, you muſt haye 9r4inu 
recourſe to Prayer, to Meditation of the Crofs, the © 
day of Judgment, the invocation of the Bleſſed Vir. 


ſo much expc& perſeverance from your ſelf. Bur if gg gin and Saints, the frequentation of Sacraments, 


you look for it from God, ought you not to have 
more hope of his goodneſs, then fear from your 
own infirmities ? You arenot adviſed to make your 
Devotions eminent by ſome notable alteration, ex- 
traordinary in the exteriour , accompanied with 
ceremonious enforcements inſupportable to your 
condition, No : but undertake a devotion ſweet, 
facile, and conform to common uſe, which hath leſs 
of outward ſemblance, and more of inward worth : 
ſo ſhall you the better preſerve it, and it ſhall be the 
: more profitable for you, 


Faſting, the auſterities of Penance, and theſe are 
good remedies : yet you notwithſtanding will ſay, 
what Prayer- can one make, whenhe is ingulfed in a 
Paſſion, which perpetually buzzeth in his brain? Do 
(like 7:45) crje out of the Whale's belly, call from 
the bottom ot the abyſs with many jaculatory pray- 
ers, But to what uſe will auſterities ſerve ? the bo. 
dy is ſubdued, 1t is rrue, bur yet paſſion remaineth 
{ti]lin the bottom of rhe ſoul. It nought import- 


o Eth : the weakneſs of fleſh by little and little cutteth 


the finews of paſſions, which are inherent in the 
fleſh, All this, you will fay, is likewiſe feaſible, 
provided 
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Paſſions 
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choes., 


Folly of 
this Pal- 
ſion, 
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provided I be not thereby ſeparated from the com- 
pany of ſuch an one, And,behold the inconventen- 
cy | you will perpetually put oyl into the flame, 
and not have it burn, 

I. The moſt Sovereign Remedy is, what you leaſt 
deſire, though you make ſhew of deſiring health, 
All chat, which cheriſheth the Malady, is the pre- 
ſence of the obje&. Our paſſions reſemble ecchoes. 
Do you not ſee, that ecchoes, the further = £0 
from them, the leſs repercuſſion there is , they lef- 


Againſt Sadneſs, Part 1, 


them, ſadneſs gnawerh them, melancholy aficteth 
them, and Satan (willing ever to fiſhin a troubled 
water) ſerves himſelf with this diſturbance of mind, 
to make them return back again to the falſe plea- 
ſures of the world. W hat remedy,what practice ſhall 
we confront this miſchief with ? Let us uſe David's 
barp to charm this dangerous Devil of Sax/. You 
are fad, fay you. It mw. concerneth you to ſound 
your heart, that you may know from whence this 
penſiveneſs proceedeth, and apply fit remedy there- 


ſening, and loſing themſelves inthe air. This af- 10 unto. Sometime ſadnels cometh trom an indiſcrete 


fetion, that ſpeaketh ſo loud by refleRion of the 
countenance, which you daily behold with ſo much 
contentment , will quickly vaniſh by alittle abſence, 
Bar one day alone of ſeparation is an Age to you. 
Suffer this Age, and the time will come it ſhall not 
laſt an hour with you. 

11. Verily, all well-conſidered, the play is not 
worth the candle. Muſt you inflit ſo many pains 
upon your bodies, ſo many torments on your mind, 


loſe ſo much time,make ſo many ill tongues talk, to 20 the mind, As it is ſaid, a little f 


pleaſe I know not what petty,wicked, and foundered 
deſire, which you know not what ir is, nor to what 
it tendeth ? 

I 11, If you knew what you deſired, you would 
be aſhamed of your ſelf, you would have cauſe to be 
amazed, that ſo noble a ſpirit ſhould ſuffer it ſelf to 
be tranſporred with ſuch follies, The notable Ray- 
mond Lullins, who paſſionately was enamoured of 
a Lady, wiſe,and honeſt,when 
frenzie,ſhe ſhewed him one of her breaſts eaten and 
gnawn through with a canker , and extremely hide. 
ous to behold : Stay, = man (aid ſhe) behold 
what, you loved, he,at that inſtant coming to himſelf, 
ſpake : © Alaſs! was it for this I loſt ſo many good 


© hours, that I burned,became entranced,rthat I paſ- 


Want of 
Employ- 
ment. 


Hiet. ad 
Rubic. 

VP rvere non 
licet, & 

formicart 
licebit ? 


Strength 
of Kealon, 
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* ſed through fire and water ? All lovers would fay 
the like, were the ſcarf taken from their eyes. 
I V. It well appeareth you want ſome great af- 


zeal, when one will of his own accord undertake 
auſterities, neither ordered, nor digeſted by coun- 
ſel. He cannot finde good ſucceſs, yet is aſhamed to 
© back again, which is the cauſe he is rormented 
tween the hammer and the anvile. Sometime it 
proceedeth from a great immortification of paſli- 
ons, which at the enterance into a ſpiritual life 
(he beginning to pick quarrels with them) pur 
themſelves into the field, affailing and turmoyling 
5fh called the Waſp 

of theiſea, in the Dog-days ſtingeth and diſquieteth 
the repoſe of other fiſhes It is perhaps as yet in your 
ſoul neither day, nor night, winter, nor ſummer, 
cold, nor heat, but good andevil ſtruggle, who ſhall 
get the upper band : and this war troubleth you. 


Somerime it proceedeth from a great tenderneſs of 


heart , and a paſſionate love of one's ſelf, It ſeem- 
eth to a little Girl, who weepeth in the nook of a 


purpoſely to cure his ,, chamber, that the whole world is intereſled in her 


ſorrow, and that every body ſhould bemone her. 
Nothing is like to her unhappineſs , her burdens are 
of lead, and all others are as light as feathers , or, 
if you weep not with her, ſhe becometh the more 
melancholy : and, if you do ſorrow with her, ſhe 
taketh an higher tone to deplore her grievances, 
There is many times much niceneſs in our ſorrows, 
and oftentimes our tears are nothing elſe but meer 
fopperies. From this ſe\f-loye procecdeth.vanity, 


front, ſorye real pains, ſome ſerious employment. z, and complacence, which ſerve us with worm-wood 


It is the mo exceſs of idlenels, which difſſol. 
veth your heart into theſe effeminacies, You were 
better have ſome miſchievous proceſs againſt you, 
then all theſe rrifling entertaipments. Frame ſome 
good erhployment to free your ſelf from a bad. 
Remember that,which was ſaid : hen oxe hath no 
leiſare to live, he hath no leiſure ts love, 

V. Repreſent to your ſelf, that a thouſand un- 
daunted courages(for that they have twice or thrice 


to ſeaſon our morſels withal. 

The man, who is over-much pleaſed with himſelf, 
neceſſarily diſpleaſeth many,and,to gain too great a 
friend within himſelf, he purchaſeth ſundry ene- 
mies without himſelf. All things cannot happen to 
his wiſh : and as good ſucceſſes inebriate him with 
contentments, ſo evil torture,and immoderate con- 


Sadreſs 
the ſnare 
of Satan. 


Cauſes of 
adneſs. 
Immoertj- 

fication. 


Tears of 
Selt-flar- 
rercers. 


Seif-love. 


triſtate him. Briefly, bad melancholy often riſech Je*!9us 


from a jealous and envious eye: the good hap of 


reſiſted paſſion conſtantly) have found themſelves 5 © another is a ſtraw in his eye, which ever will trou. 


tree, at hberty, in peace, and tranquillity of ſpirit, 
wholly admirable : and you, for want of a little re. 
ſolution,daily tumble,and involve your ſelfin your 
fetters. Make alittle reſiſtance, caſt away(l pray)all 
theſe little urchins, which aMi& you. Is an abſence ſo 
rroubleſom, that to avoid it you muſt torture your 
body, vilifie your ſpirit, and yield your reputation 
up asa prey to ſlander ?. You ſhall no ſooner put the 
wedg into the block, bur.it ſhall be done, you ſhall 


have a ſoul yiRoriouſly elevated over paſſion, which 60 away the cauſe, by the favour of God's F: 
the help of your endeavour, courage, and reſoluti. | 


ſhall rejoyce amidſt the trophies thereof. 


The one and twentieth SEC T10ON. 
Againlt Saaneſs. 


| = fn you never repreſented .to your ſelf the 


poor Elias lying under the Juniper-tree, op- 
preſſed with melancholy, and ſaying tro God with 
an affeQionate heart : fy God, it us enongh ; take 


my ſoul. I am mbetter then my fore-fathers ? This 70 with mine own ſel 


paſſion often bappeneth in perſons, who are entered 


into the lift of a life more perfeR. - Anxiety crofſeth your ſelf. Sadneſs is a bitter plant, which groweth in 


ble him, if charity bring not her helping hand. Be- 
hold here a lamentable miſchief ! All the perfections 
of another are ours,wher. we love them in another: 
and when we hate them,they are thorns in our eys, 


which extremely torment us. Have we not pain Tam 
enough within our ſelves, but we muſt plant croſles For 74 
in the proſperity of others ? Sound your heart, and felix , ai 


ſee whether your ſadneſs proceeds from one of theſe «57 fer 


infelix, 


hve ſources,or from many of them together. Take g21yian.De 


on, you ſhall have the effe, and enjoy a peaceable 
ſoul, like Heaven,ſmiling in a bright ſerenity. 

My ſadreſs, ſay you, cometh not from this occa- 
fion, Would to God it were ſo. You were already 
ſufficiently happy, if all -1 have ſaid were not of 
force to make you ſad. From whence cometh it 
then ? From the accidents, which befall me on every 
fide , and, if _— bappen to me, 1 am unquiet 

if you think to live wholly 


race, by gubern, Dei, 


ib. $. 


without ſadneſs, you muſt frame a new world for $adnefs, a 


plant of 
our own 


YOUr growing. 


- 


Book 3; The HOLY COURT, Againſt Sadneſs, 87 


your garden ; you muſt know at one time or other ſelf of Adverſity. That great Prelate of Cyrenuny Syncl in 
what taſt it hath, To think wholly to free your ſelf faid, That the Divine Providence hath mingled our *? 
is to make your ſelf a King inthe Cards, and only life,as one would do wine and water in a cup , fume 
., to brave it in paper , like the antient Philoſophers, drink the. pureſt, ſome the moſt compound, bur all 
who had their Hands ſhorter then their Tongues, taſte a commixion, 
Our Saviour was contriſtated in the dolorous Gar- Fifthly, If you exactly compar? our condition' to 
den, watered with bloody ſweats, to teach us, the thatofan intinite number of miſerable creatures , 
rte&tion of a Chriſtian is not in being ſenſible of who groan in ſo many tedious and diſaſtrous tor. 
tary but ro moderate the ſame with reſolution, ments,you will finde your fardle but a dew. But we 
gemedies. The beſt remedy is that, which 7eſws Chriſt bath 10 have a certain malignity of ſpirit, which ever looks 
ſhewed to us, to wit Prayer; It isa wonderful con- back onthe geod it - hath-nor, ro. envy it , and \ne- 
' tentment to ſpeak to God, and to tell him your ver conſidersthe evil; from'whence it is' freed, to 
afflitions, Behold you not in a Garden-bed, how render thanks ro God, Behold ſome are in the 
thoſe poor Tulips are ſhut up with melancholy un- bottom ofa dungeonin fetters, others are bowed 
uy der the ſhady coldneſs of the night > And you may in painful labours from the riſing to the ſetting Sun, 
6 well ſay, the Sun within his rays beareth the key to to gettheir bread. Some bavethe Megrim in their 
open them ; for ſo ſoon as he riſerh, and courteth head,the Gout in their feet and hands, the Stone in 
them a little with that eye, which exhilaraterh toral their, kidneys. Others are overwhelmed with buſi- 
Nature, behold they unlooſe themſelves , dilate nels, loſs, nisfortunes, ſtrange and portentous ac- 
" themſelves, and witneſs their joy for the arrival of 20 cidents, yet carry it out with courage. Your heart is 
this Planet, The like hapneth to your heart,it fome- nipped with a little ſadneſs,and behold/you deſpair, 
times long remaineth benummed and frozen for what effeminacy of ſpirit is this? It is ſaid, Hares,ſee- 
want of having recourſe to prayer. Learn alittle ro ing themſelves purſued on every fide, had one day 
ralk with God by jaculatorygprayers. Learn to . reſolved to drown themſelves, bur coming to the 
complain your ſelf to God, and to ſeek ithe reme- brink ofa river, and beholding frighted Frogs, who 
dics of your wounds in his mercies , and you will caſt themſelvesat all adventure in the water to ef- 
find a grear lightning and alacrity, cape : Comrage ( faid they ) we are net yet the moſt 
The ſecond, To have a ſpiritual Father or a diſ- miſerable creatures of the world, behold thoſe, who are 
crete, and faithful friend, to whom one may unbur- more fearful then we. Ah | how often ſhould we fay 
den his conſcience with all confidence and ſecurity, 30 the ſame, if we ſaw the miſeries of others. 
The cloud, how dark or ſurcharged ſoever it be, in Sixthly, Is it not a goodly thing to behold a man, 1nwor- 
that proportion it emprieth ic ſelf, cleareth,and the who probably ſpeaking is in the favour of God, who _— 
heart, unburdening its calamities in the ear of ano- is here nouriſhed with Sacraments,with Chriſt's bo- | 
ther, becometh more bright and luſtrous, dy and blood, with the word of his Maſter ; who li- ® 
Thirdly, Some ſpiritual Fathers adviſe a diſcipline, veth among ſo many helps and comforts, ſpiritual 
[ter as £0 fupprels interiour ſadneſs by exteriour ſorrow; and temporal, who expecteth a reſurreQtion, a Pa- 
Ruſticum. hat this remedy is not for all ſorts of men, Saint radiſe, a life eternally bappy, and happily eternal, 
Hippocrats FTierom 1$ a better Phyſician, who ordained for cer- in ſo beautiful a ſociery- of Saints, to fraxye penſive. 
"5, tain melancholy men, rather to uſethe fomentati- neſs and ſcruples to himſelf of his own head,to afflict 
quam n- Ons of Hippocrates, then to affli& their bodies, and 49 himſelf like a Pagan,or a damned foul, that hath no 
cough diſtil cheir = in other practices. You muſt take further hope ? It is related, that God one day, to 
R:medies VEry $00d heed you make not your ſeif a 75mm, give an antipaſt of beatitude to anholy man turmoi- 
or #2p9- and hare men and life, entercaining your ſelfin hy. led with ſundry cogitations, cauſed an unknowg lit- 
Not tro Ppochondriack humors, which throw a mind into the tle bird to chant in his ear in ſo melodious a man- 
play the guſt of diſturbance. God willerh us to take mode- ner, that inſtantly hisrroubled ſpirit became clean 
and pure , and held him wrapt many years in the 


199% ratepleaſurein creatures, which he hath made for 
our content and eaſe, that we may enjoy them in moſt taſtful delicacies may be imagined. O ! if you 
time and place,every one according to his condition often had ſtrong imaginations of Paradiſe, how 


&po,y profeſlion,and rule of wiſdom, Synefus faith, the your melancholy would melt, and diſſolve, as ſnow 
vs Creator hath given the feeling of pleaſure to ſenſe 50 before the Sun-beams. 
nJv.n. to ſerve as an arrelt to the ſoul, and to hold it in- Laſtly, Sing ſpiritual Canticles, labour, employ woble 
pea $00d Quarter with the body. Saint Thomas Among your ſpirit without anxiety, and if needs you will tcar++ 
of the the remedies of ſadneſs preſcribes ſleep, and bath- weep, lament your impertections, bewail the miſe- 
ſoul. - ing.The Scripture it ſelf counſelleth us to give wine ries of the poor, ſorrow for your curioſity, lament 
Lina d, and Other fitting draughts for them co drink, who the paſſion of your ſpouſe, grieve &ſigh at your im- 
terem iti have their hearts oppreſſed with bitterneſs. If one patience after this glory of Paradiſe, weep over the 
$9 om,z, 10K tO make a great ſacrifice to God, reſting per- deluge on the earth, look back like a chaſt Dove on 4,1 14 
q. 33 petually, ſtretched and involved in a penſive auſte- the Ark of your good father Noah, the father of re- cy1« ſar, 
pace {© rity of ſpirit, as being deſirous to avoid all pleaſures poſe and conſolation : then will I ſay of ſuch tears wa 
nw, 4i- Of life, he deceiverh himſelf. It hath happened, that 6o with S. Ambroſe ; O the delicious tears,O the pleaſing quite 1e- 
num i, 4% Many running in their own opinion to Paradiſe by complaints,which extingnifh the fervours of our mixd, o__— 
«var /*"t this path, according to peculiar fancy, have found and make our affetions ſweetly to evaporate & quaſi 1e- 
P:ov.13.:. themſelves on the borders of Hell, laxains &> 
our life is Fourthly, To remember our life is a Muſick-book, The two and twentieth SECT 1 oN. br 
a Mulck- ſeldom ſhall you find there many white Notes to- The third Combat of the $ pibitual man againſt 
* gether inthe ſame line , black are mixed among ; POS * | S 
chem, and all together make an excellent harmo- Prey. 
ny. God gives us a Leſſon ina little book, which A Ll impurity of life ariſeth from three ſources, Jon. 2. 
hath bur two pages, the one is called Conſolation, ( whereof S. John ſpeak ) c6ncupiſcence of the FE. + 
the other Deſolation : It is fit for each of them to +4 fleſh, conrupiſcence of the eyes, and pride of life. imyuity, 
take its turn, In the day of Adverlity, think of pro- Let us now ſee the practice of virtues, which oppoſe 


ſperity : in the day of Proſperity, remember your theſe three ſorts of impurities. Againſt _— 
ence 


The 


ſcence of che Fleſh,Temperance,Chaſtity, Modeſty 
do wage War : againſt theconcupiſcence of, Eyes, 
to wit, the unbridled deſires of temporal Bleſſings ; 
Povertie, Juſtice, Charity, Mercie, Gratitude : 
againſt pride of Life, Humility, Obedience, Magn- 
animity, Patience, Clemencie, 


$3 


The three and twentieth SECT1oON, 
Prafice of Chaſtitie, 


C Haſticy isa virtue, which repreſſeth the im- 
pare luſt of the fleſh, a Celeſtial virtue, an An- 
elical virtue, which maketh Heayen and Angels 
ſcend upon the earth, andin this Kingdom of 
mortality planteth the image and titles of immorta» 
clemen Al liry. Clemens Alexandrinns maketh mention of cer- 
ex. '9- tain Enchanted Mountains, at the foot whereof was 
; heard a voice as of People preparing themſelves for 
Battel , alittle further, the Encounter and Con- 
-hree ores AIR 3; nd 0N the top, Songs and Triumphs. Behold 
ofChaſtiry. (as it were) the condition of three ſorts of Chaſtity. 
With ſome it R_—_— with Labour, and Uncertain- 
ty; there isat the firſt Toil and refiſtance againſt 
Luſt, but the even thereof is not known. With 0- 
thers it is become more manly, as being already 
practiced in Combats. With others it Trumpheth 
after a long habit, yet notwithſtanding, whileſt here 
on earth it abideth, itis never abſolutely ſecured, 
The a&ts thereof are, 


ARs. 


HOLY COURT, 


Prailice of Chaſtity. Part 1, 
Vil. To have in deteſtation even the ſhadows 
of |Impurity. To ſpeak, to proclaim in every place 
the praiſes of Chaſtity, and tor this purpoſe to love 
Penance, Mortification of the Body, Labour, rough 
and harſh Apparel, Modeſty, even to the ſeeming 
ſomewhat way-ward, the Sacrament of the Eucha- 
riſt, the Meditation of the four laſt things, Devoti- 
on toward the moſt Bleſſed Virgin, and all that may 
conduce to the maintainance of honeſty. 


10 VIII. To remain firm in great and forcible Temp- 


rations is yerily the Trophy of Chaſtity. Since (as » 
Plato bath faid) the triumph of Virtme is to have the 


power, not the will te ſin, It-was a notable at of Con- chatity of * 


tinenciein Char/s the Eighth, ardently to love a Chris the 
Maiden endowed with an exquiſite Beauty, to have 7 =_l 
her at his diſpoſe, and yet to abſtain for one ſole Menies To- 
word , which this poor creature ſpake to him, © ">: >- 
brought even into his chamber : for ſhe, by chance exempio 
perceiving the Piture of our Lady, caſt her ſelf ar 1»: 2ddic 


20 the King's feet; ſhewed him this Image, crying out «11s 56. 


with a face all bathed in Tears, Sir, I beſeech you for 2ureos. 
thi Virgin's ſake preſerve the honour of a ſilly maid. 
At this word ſpoken for a young King enkindled 
with Love, and abſolute in power, to conquer the 
motions of Luſt, is it not a matter, that meriteth 
much applauſe ? 

IX. Tocontemn great rewards,and high adyance- ,,,,.,., 
ments of fortune, for the preſervation ot Chaſtity ; Aoſchw in 
as did that noble Lady, of whom Johns Meſchus 7" 


A couragi- 


I. To renounce all unlawful Voluptuouſneſs of 0 ſpeaketh, who,ſeceing her Husband conſume in per= ous Lace. 


the fleſh. 
IT. To abſtain from Carnal acts, not onely thoſe, 
which are unlawful, but ſometime ſuch as are per- 
'- mitted among married folk upon juſt occaſion, or 
for ſome certain time, which is very ordinary ;* or 
perpetually, which is ſingular and remarkable in the 
lives of ſome Saints. So Aartianns lived with his 
Wife Pulcheria, and Henry the Emperour with the 
Empereſs Chuncgunais. 


tual Priſon for Nebr, not able any way to relieve 
im, was reduced to terms of extreme and miſerable 
want, and beſides purſued by a man of prime note, 
with all ſorts of allurements, offers, and accommo- 
dations, whick might ſhake and ſtagger an afflicted 
heart, and enforce her to condeſcend to a fin, which 
ſeemed to have neceſſity for a Patroneſs ; ſhe not= 
withſtanding ſtood firmlike a Rock, preterringCha» 
{tity poor and patient, before a rich and delicate dif. 


III. To repreſs all the deſires and concupiſcen- 40 honour. 1 could alſo nominate creatures as Pure,as 


ces of fleſh, and if one have any feeling thereof, not 
to give conſent thereunto, 

IV. Never to ſtay at allupon thoughts and i. 
maginations of things diſhoneſt, but ſo ſoon as they 
preſent themſelves, to chaſe them away, and extin- 

viſh them in your heart, no otherwiſe then you 

uld quench a burning hot Ironin a Fountain. 
 V. To mortifie your Senſes,which are moſt com- 
monly the fore-runners of fin, and above all to re- 
Eyes, 
Oral parel- $, Ifidore,are as Diſhes, wherein Luxury ſerveth up 
der apud the Viands of Voluptuouſneſs. Lag are the Win- 
5. 3m, dows,the Allurements, the Snares, the Conduits of 
tom. !- Love: it buddeth inthe eyes, that it may at leaſure 
fer: bloſſomeinthe heart. And therefore it is fit to ſtand 
Salvin. upon your guard with ſo ſubtile and vigorous a 
lib.3-”* ſence, which often filleth the ſoul with appetites, 
Frov. 23.3- and flames. I do not ſay, that one ſhould look upon 


oculi1i v- nothing, and alwaies live as if the ſoul were buried 
debunt ex- 


- trance, & 


cor txww lo- ſight from objects, which dart aSting into a mind 
7-7, fenſible of ſuchpenetrations.As for the Ears,there is 
no doubt they may ſerve as handles for love, & that 
ithath taken many that way. An evil word hath 

fingers to incite the fleſh, He who hearethir,and he 

that willingly ſpeaketh it,is not innocent beforcGod. 
Smelling blaſteth Chaſtiry,and Taſt roughly aſſaulc. 

eth, bur Kiſſes and unchaſt Touches cut her Throac. 

VI. To flie Idleneſs, reading of Love-books, Co- 


Strong, adorned with moſt excellent natural parts, 
more Chaſte, more Wiſe,more Fortunate then Lu- 
crece, who with as much induſtry as courage, have 
refuſed powerful and paſſionate men, that ſought 
them with ſuch exceſſive. benefits, as would have 
overwhelmed any inferiour Chaſtity. Bur they, 
not to commit one onely fin, covered under the 
Curtain of the Night, have deſpiſed Treaſures, to 
guard afiother Jewel in ancarthen Veſlel, who for 


ſtrain your Eyes,which, according to the opinion of 5o this at deſerve to be raiſed above the Stars. 


X. To withdraw the Chaſtity of others from this 
ſink, with liberal Alms, great labour, infiniteincom- 
modities : as that worthy Hermit Abraham did, of 4breban 
whom$urins ſpeaketh,who,loaden with years & me- ms 
rits, went into a Brothe-houſe in diſguiſed babit,to 
reduce a Niece of his, that went aſtray: as at this day 
many honeſt Matrons, worthy of eternal memory, 
ſpare nothing to gain poor abuſed Doves out of the 
Faulcon's tallons, and dedicate them toAltars,where 


alivein the fleſh, but I affirm, you muſt divert your 60 ſoon after they work wonders in matter of Virtue. 


X1. To ſuffer in your-bod 0 
death it ſelf for the deferice of Chaſtity, as many ho- & $abet. 
ly Virgins have done, Asthat Youth, reputed the !ib. 5 cap. 
ſon ofa King of Nicomedia, who, faſt tied on a Bed © 
of Flowers, ard woed by a Courtizane with inten- 
rion to corrupt him, ſpit out his Tongue like a Dart Linguaſitet, 
of Fireand Blood in the face of this ſhe-Wolf. A - oa tl 
Tongue, which in dumb eloquence ſpeaketh to.;g-quepu- 
all poſterity,and proclaimeth the honour of chaſtity, 470».$45- 


reat Torments, Ten ougeaden 


medies, Stage-plays, immodeſt PiQures, Feaſts, pri- "0 X1!. To expoſe your ſelf to great ſufferings for See ls | 


yvate Familiarities, looſe Company,and all occaſtons 
of {in. 


the preſervation of others Chaſtity : as that brave pudictien. 


Didymus,a young beardlekGencleman,who behold- Rood &- 


wo Didymus. 


_—_— 


Book 3. The HOLY COURT, Praflice of Temperance, $9 


ing a poor Chriſtian maid, named Theodora,thrown 

into a brothel, cauſed her to eſcape by giving her 
Amber. 1i6 the habit of a man, and himſelf remained for pledg 
:- De Vir- jn_the attires of a woman, expeRting the fury of 
gin. 24 Executioners , who gave himthe crown of Mar- 
greſw, £ tyrdom. Saint Ambroſe makes him ſpeak to the maid 
vis, M3r- to this effect : © Siſter,] am come hither,as an Adul- 
Vefimens ©* terer, and,if it pleaſe you, 1 will go out a Mar- 
mutemus 3 * tyr ; let uschange habits, I pray you : we are, as 
conven £6 x perceive, both of one ſtature : my apparel very 
mea ribi ; © yell fitterh you, but yours will fit much better up- 
ſed wiraque © on me, and both will agree in the ſervice of Chrif 

ri 0. « " : . 
Tus vefts ©* Feſus. My attire ſhall make you a Virgin, and 
meverwn © yours me a Martyr. You ſhall be moſt DRY 
milirem fa" «clothed, and 1 more happily deſpoyled. It was ſo 
vegan, done. Didymus was apprehended , and Theodora, 
ene i 


veces Underſtanding it , run back like a lioneſs amidit 
melins exw- the ſwords to die with him, 


ar. 


The twenty fourth SEg@ T1ON, 
Prattice of Temperance. 


S. Tm. 2, FF * Emperance, taken in general, is a Virtue,which 
+. as [ repreſſeth the Appetites of Concupiſcence in 
things, that pleaſe the ſenſes,eſpecially of rouch,and 
taſte, The temperance of touching econſiſterh in 
chaſtity ; that of taſting is properly abſtinence, and 
rempe- ſobriety. It is the firſt yirtue, which God ſeems to 
rance » have required of man from the world's infancy, the 
the firt firſt tribute of Sanity, and Innocency, which our 
drntig. firſt Parents could not leave withour loſing them- 
ſelves, and all poſterity. A virtue, which is the Ho- 
rizpn, that ſeparateth ow man from the in- 
telletual : a virtue, which raiſeth us from the 
earth, and bringeth us near to heaven: a virtue, 
which makes a noble ſoul ſhine in a mortal body, as 
a torch of odoriferous wood in a Cryſtalline watch- 
tower. On the contrary, a body, ſurcharged with 
kitchin-repletion, boldeth the foul as one would a 
ſmoaking ſnuff of a candle in a greafie lantern, 
The acts of this virtue are 
Refection IT. In refeQion, tohave no other rule but neceſ- 
of body. fity, no other aim but the glory of God, and enter- 
©: 5. tainment of the body for the ſervice of the ſoul. 
Hos: me do- Saint Anguſtine, after his converſion,came to meals 
— himſelf faich) as into an infirmary to take a me- 
fem med JiCine. 
. camenta, fie JT, To take all the neceflitiesof body, as the ,#- 
pen oo {/Priav ”y doth the water of Nilus,running,there- 
accedam. by ſaving himſelf trom ſuperfluous exceſs. To rake 
them, as the Soldigrs of Gedeoy drank at the foun- 
tain in the bollow-palms of their hands, cheartully, 
not proſtrating themſelves on the ground, or as 
the Dove taketh grains of corn, pecking her meat up 
with her bill, ww, turning her eye to heaven. 
I II. To eat, and drink with all civility,decency, 
diſcretion , and ſeeing we muſt uſe this neceſſary 
trade of a beaſt, to do it at leaſt like a man. 


I V. To abſtain from prohibited meats in times 


I41. 


wine, and mingle it well. Drunkenneſs (faith Saint 
Ambroſe) isa ſuperfluous creature in the world : it 5. 4%: 
is the ſcorn of Nature, it is anold ſhoe ſoaked in 5;;um 
. water. A manisno longer a man, but a Bottle per. 4 Drunk- 
petually filled, and emptied : be lives like a Butt, ****"** 
which doth nothing but leak,and roulup and down , 
and when the head thereof is knocked out, you finde 
nothing there but lees, and dregs. Wine is a famili- 
ar, or ſpirit, which poſſeſſeth him,and is the milk of 

10 FYexxs, which nouriſheth his concupiſcence. All his 
life is an enterlude, and drunkenneſs his tomb, All 
men truly great are ſober. It is utterly to degene- 
rate from Nobility, to be addictedto this infamous 
Vice. You,who ſerve Kings, who are in their Roy. ve gu j-- 
al ſeats as the Sun in the heavens, remember your '77 2-, 
ſelves, that heretofore in the Sacrifice of the Sun © + 
hony was offered, not wine, 

V I. To be very temperate in the quantity of vi- Thiloeers:, 
ands : for it is a very great ſhame to make one's ſelf, rg 

20 as it were, aliving ſepulchre of all ſorts of butche.. * * * 
ries, and build to your ſelfa tomb of far,with exceſs 
in eating, as did the wretched Dionyſins, ſpoken of 
by e/£1ian, who had grooms of his chamber about 
his bed, ever ready , night” and day, to prick him 
with needles, with diſtances between, leſt his far, 
conſpiring with _—_ ſhould ſuffocate him. On 
the other ſide, it is dangerous to deſtroy your to- 
mach by ſcrupulous and extraordinary obſervations 
of your own inventing, which may pur you into a 

30 courſe of providing pain for your ſelf, and at- 
tendance for others, 

V I. Not to be fo curious in the choice of delicate 
meats, but to take them indifferently, according to 
your quality, and profeſſion. It may bappen, that a 
Noble-man, feeding on a curious diſh with ſobriety, 
may obſerve temper, and another cracking his guts 
with beans fall into a naſty ſuperfluity of gorman- 
diſe, The virtue of Temperance is not ſo much in 
the matter,as the manner. It is writren, that a great 

49 Romax Lord, being retired into the deſerts of F- 
gp! to attend contemplation, was one day viſited 

y an Egyptian Monk,who had all his life-time been 

a groſs Peaſant bred among cews, and cattle, and 
hadan iron ſtomach, which, in exceſſive quantity, 
devoured the moſt ſordid and deſpicable meats.This 
man, much ſcandalized to ſee the Roway Monk teed 
on that, which ſeemed delicate to him, and to drink 
a little wine at his repaſt, forſook his Cell with ſmall 
account of his hoſt, and much preſumption of his 

50 own temper, when the other, miraculouſly pene- 
trating into his thoughts, reprehended him, and he 
at that time eaſily acknowledged himſelf very ſhorr 
of his pertetion, whom he Aipiſed. 

VIII. Not to have your mind employed on ſauces, Smet! | 
and kitchin-cookeries, as thoſe lazy Sybarites, who g,tarie.. 
made ſuch account of a new kind of broth found out, 
that by an expreſs law they permirtted the author 
thereof ro enjoy it alone one whole year, before the 
invention ſhould be communicated to any other. 


ſimited by the Church, exaRtly to obſerve Faſts de- 60 1X. Not to enlarge your thoughts upon viands ***"t* 


voutly ordained by the ſame authority, and practi- 
| fed by onr Anceſtors, not becoming nicely curi- 
ous, nor _——_— at Lenten abſtinencies. To pre- 
{cribe alſo a law to your ſelf of ſome Faſts of devo- 
tion upon certain days of the week, and eſpecially 
Friday, as many noble Perſonages have done, and 
Fatt of Ga- daily do. Galen, that great Phyſician, adviſed to 
{en 74*1.v. make a faſt from ten days to ten, in the manner of 
Polyer, A Phyſical | wo pr 7. it was an excellent 
Mean to defend one's ſelf from great and dan- 

gerous Maladies. 


V. To be very ſober in drinking, to take little 


| X x reedineſs} 
with a greedinefs, and profuſion of ſpirit, as if one * : 


would ſwallow the ſea, and fiſhes therein, as Epi- 
charmus writeth of a certain Gentle-man , who 
bowed his whole body in cating, craſhed his teeth, 
made a noiſe with his chaps, blew his noſe, rubbed 
his ears,made a certain ſound in his throar, all his bo. 
dy wentalong withir, A true mediocrity of feed- 
ing is, to be neither roo greedy, and gluttonous , 
nor too abſtinent,or tranſported: but modeſt in your 


70 countenance,prompt to help, prudent to ſee what is 


done,and to prevent want in others.It wouldill bes ,;,,,vt. + 
come a Noble-man fo to abſtraR his ſpirits at the ta- giftraction. 
M _ ble 


The HOLY COURT. 


ble, as thoſe good Religious men, of whom it is re- 
corded in the hiſtory of the Anchorets. of Egypt , 
that they took Capon for Cabbage : they were ar 
T heophils thePatriarch of Conſtantinop!e's table,and 
did eat like mad men,thinking they ſtill had been in 
their Monaſtery. It happened the Biſhop, carving to 
the eldeſt of them, - gave him the wing of a Capon, 
& courteouſly ſaid unto him, Father cat hereof auth 
wot this Capon ſeem good meat to,yow ? He coming, as 
it were , out ofa trance :- How, # this Capon then, 
Sir ? I pray you pardon us: for We took it for Cabbage, 
elſe verily none of us had touched it. 

X. Not to out-run thehours of repaſt through 
impatience: not to be ſo addited to ſerve our cu- 
rioſities, and delights, that thereby weleave not a 

ood diner todo a ggod work. Is it not a ſhame- 

ul thing of one H»gucchio,who loſt two. Towns (as 
Zovins relateth)for tear he ſhould loſe a good meal: 
ſo that it being at the ſame inſtant in bis power to 
give order for a revolt, which was you he ra- 
ther choſe to ſit out his diner , and by this means 
forſook a fair PTny TE 

XI, Tocontent one's (elf witha little upon occa- 
ſion, as the young T heodoſins, who thought he had 
made a God meal, when he had caten certain ſops 
of bread ſteeped in water, within the Cell of an 
Hermit. The wiſe Hebrews have a Proverb, which 
faith, Man is known by three things, by anger by his 
pwrſe , by his glaſs. It isa note ofa well-mortified 
ſpicit, when complaints are never made of wants, 
that happen in ſervice for the mouth, 

X11. To ſpeak willingly of ſobriety, yea even in 
a fea(t, like the Perſians; or from ſome other ho- 
neſt diſcourſe,which may give refeion to the ſoul, 
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c 


while the body taketh his : and beg perpetually of 


God to deliver us from the neceſlities of the body, 
and that he weaken in us theſe baſe concupiſcences 
of the fleſh, that we may preſerve for him this his 
Tabernacle in all purity. 


The five and twentieth SEC TI o N, 
Praitiſe of Modeſty. 


Modeſty is NN JF Odeſty is a branch of temperance, a goodly 
important. and eminent virtue,which ſeemeth,as it were, 
to incorporate our ſoul , and make her viſible in 
her ations, whoſz office is to guide the motiors, 
geftures, words, mirth, habit, gate, and garb, and 
all that, which appertaineth to the exteriour orna- 
ment of the body. 
Her Actions are 

I. To govern the Tongue, to ſpeak truth in time 
and place, roundly and freely, without deceit, pal. 
liation, boaſts, impoſtures, detractions. 

JT, Never to have a bitter and furious ſilence,pry- 
ing into another's words,npr to uſe a tattle unman- 
nerly, clamorous, and tireſome, catching the word 
out of another man's mouth, as little Chickens do , 
who ſnatch bits one from another - it was the com- 
pariſon, which farherGeatery of happy memory uſed. 

TI. Not to be negnen , with a counterfeited 
gravity, nor riotous, haughty, fierce, rude, no buf. 
fon, nor loud laugher : A foe! ( ſaith the Wiſeman ) 
crackleth in laughing, as thorns inthe fire., 


T0 ſpeak, 
whats 


rone of IV. Not tohave your Tongue either of too high 
or low a tone, but modefare, diſtinct, in ſweet, ho. 
neſt, ordinary, intelligible accents. 

PRE LDs V.To have the compoſition of your counterance 


nance, pleaſing, gratious, modeſt, without crabbedneſs! or 
affe&tai10n:the carriage of your body native, come- 
ly, free from extraordinary geſtures, not to have a 


giddy head, like a Liner, alwaies ſhaking,no wrink- 


Part x, 


Praflice of Modeſty, 


led brow,nor crumpled noſe, nor perplexed viſage, 
nor eyes wandring, wanton, or proud, 

VI. The Apparel neither ſuperfluous, fantaſtick, Vsbir. 
nor diſfolute,without roo much affeRing new faſhi- 
ons; nor peremptorily,out of your own conceit, ty- 
ing your ſelf to the old: but to attend your owncon- 
dition,and remain in the liſts of the modeſty, which 
is moſt practiſed þy the wiſeſt, Above all, let women 
beware they ſet not to ſale to carnal eyes that na- 

10 kedneſs of their breaſts, which may ſerve for baits 
for ſin. The Scripture faith, zhoſoever fhall cauſe 
Sparkles of fire to fly into another man's corn, ſhall be 
accountable for all the dammage, which the flames 
fall make. 

VII. To acquire modeſty, it is good to repreſent 1am; to 
to your {elf often before your eyes our Saviour acquire 
converſing upon earth,and to pray him,he will give ***#7- 
us a ſoul pure,and radiant, like a ſtar, which impreſ. 
ſeth his rays upon the body, as the Sun on a cloud, 

20 in, and through all, to edific our neigbour. 


The fix and twenticthSECTI1oN. 


Prattiſe of Prudence and Carriage in Con. 
verſation, 


Ho you obſerved a fiſh inthe natural hiſtory, Yr 
which the Grecians call Vranoſcopus , as one ql 

would fay, The beholder of Heaven ? This admirable 

creature, contrary to the nature of others, bath but 
30 one eye, which is, as it were, a vertical point, fixed 

direQtly in the top of his head, ever elevated, and 

perpetually open, to diſcover ſo many labyrinths of 

ſnares, and treacheries, as commonly are in the ga, 

Some will ſay,it isT obias his fiſh,a notable creature, 

which not only contributeth his gall to illuminate 

the eys of the body, but his example to enlighten the 

cies of the mind. It is a trucHieroglyph of prudence, 

which telleth us , we ſhould at this day converſe in 

the world,as in a ſea ful of monſters, tempeſts,rocks, 
40 perils, ſurpriſes, and that we muſt have the eye of 

prudence throughly awakened and purified,to pre. 

ſerve and maintain it among ſo many hazards, This 

prudenceina word (according to S. Bernard) is no- 773979 

thing elſe but theknowledge of good ard evil,which yi. 

ſheweth how we ſhould demean our ſelves, and the 

waies we ſhould tread, in the courſe of our life, and 

affairs. It is one of the principal virtues, becauſe all tmpor:- 

ouractions depend on it. Yea, prudence holdeth 22<< *f__ 

them, asit were, infolded inthe plaits of her Robe, 21-0 
5© and unfoldeth them according to place, time, pers 

ſons, occaſions ; which zo know, is to know all, 

It is ſaid, a French King enquired one day of a 

man, who was held in great reputation of wiſdom, 

after divers inſtructions to govern himſelf, & guide 

his Kingdom, this wiſe man took a fair larse ſheer 

of paper , and for an infinite number of Precepts, 

which others uſe to produce upon this ſubje&, he 

only wrote this word , Afedrrs, Meaſure or Mean, 

thereby inferring , chat the whole myſtery of our bond 
60 wiſdom,and felicty, conſiſteth in doing things with ced to one 

grace,faſhion,and meaſure,and that is it, which pru- v%* 

dence tezcheth. We ſpeak not here in particular of 

the religious, economical, military, politick, monar- 

chical, but in general of the direction of life in ordi- 

nary converſation: for that ſeemeth annexed to the 

virtue of modeſty. Imagine to your ſelf, that pru- 

dence,as antiquity hath preſented it unto us in their p,ucence 

Hieroglyphicks,is an hand enchaſed with eys,which an hand 

hath five remarkable fingers, wherein all diſcrete {P2pe. 
70 actions are contained. T hele five fingers are memo- Five 4H 

ry, underſtanding, circumſpedion, tore-ſight, exe- $5, 

cution ;, which is to ſay, that for the praQiſe of + aanmag 

this virtue 


% 


t 
FT. A 


Book 3. 
I. A good memory is neceſſary , *to remember 
things paſſed,as well what one hath read in books,as 
thoſe which are obſerved by proper experience; for 
that much conduceth to intorm the judgment. And 
beſides, he that in all ations hath not memory, 
when there is occaſion to manage ſome affair , of- 
tentimes findeth he hath not well called ro mind all 
articulars ; which putteth him into confuſion, Be. 
Fold, why (as all men have not ſervants for memo. 


ry, as had the Kings, the great men of Perſia, and 10 piece of Coin, where was to be ſeen Prudence, like 


Romans \it is neceſlary to have recourſe to regiſters, 
records,and table-books,to helpyour ſelf. Someare 
of ſo happy memory, that they go ( as it is ſaid ) to 
gather Mulberries without a Hook, to the Well 
withour a Pitcher, into the Rain withour a Cloak. 
[Jader- II. To be intelligent and ableto judge well : and 
ttanding» for this purpoſe , he muſt endeavour to know the 
men,wich whom he converſeth ; their nature, lu. 
mour, their capacity, intention, and proceeding, to 


penetrate affairs even to the marrow : not content= 20 dom is to diſtruſt your own judgment, and to ex. << 


Docibility. ing himſelf with the outward bark, and ſuperficies, 
To conſider them inall ſenſes, all ſemblances. To 
put a rax npon things according to their worth, not 
to run into innovations, and cunning inventions, 


The HOLY COURT. 


Poverty of rich men, 


reſolutions are ſeen without fruit, or effet , which 
are like eggs full of wind : all is but a ſhadow and 
a meer illuſion of prudence. Seaſonable rime muſt be 
taken, for, as Mithridates, one of the greateſt 
Captains of the world, faith, Occaſion is the mether 
of all affairs ; and, time being well raken, you muſt num geren- 
execute warily, effe&ually, conſtantly. Ferdinand 41% we: 
Duke of Bavare ſeems to have made a recapitula- TLIC 
tion of the principle ations of this virtue upon a Medal. 


9T 


a wiſe Virgin, ſeared on the back of a Dophiz, and 
holding in her hand a balance , with this Motto in 
three words ;_ Know, Choſe, Exeente quickly, The 
Virg/n,bearzig the enſigns of wiſdom, ſaid you muſt 
know : the Balance, that you muſt ponder and ele& 
with mature deliberation : the Dolphin with his 
agility, that you mult ſer a ſeal upon your buſineſ- 
ſes by a prompt execution, 

VII. In the concluſion of the whole, the beſt wiſ- True pru- 


Cognoſce, 

ele, mat us 
On 

r4. 


pe&t all from heaven , often asking of God not a 
wiſdom humane, crafry, and impious, which is con- 
demned, but the wiſdom of Saints, which inveſteth us 
wich the poſſeſſion of a true felicity. The thowghrs of © vons 


Choice. which diſguiſe obje&s. To take counſel of rhe molt —=mortal men are fearful , and their providence uncer- nr rg 
underitanding, faithful, and diſ-interefſed men, to rain. My God, who i able to know thy meaning, if 'nene pro- 
cordeſcend to good counſels by dociliry of ſpirit af= thy ſelf give him not Wiſdom ? Behold the vircues, 17%. 7». 
rEr they are well examined, ever to reſt upon that, which guide the ſenſes, and converſation of man, a- ſm ater» 
which hath moſt honelty, integrity, ſecurity. Saint Ne diſorders of fleſhand blood , the chief 7 9” 

4 Rocks of LI. In every deliberation which, one makes upon 30 plagues of nature. Let us now ſurvey thoſe; which toy 

prudeace. any occaſion, to preſerve one's ſelf from four very oppoſe the ſecond impurity, to wit, Covetouſneſs, Rey 
dangerous Rocks, which are Paſſion, Precipitation, we: ul 


Self-conceit , and Vanity. Paſſion coloureth all 
buſineſſes with the tincture it hath taken. Precipita. 
tion goeth he:d-long downward into ruine. Self- 
conceit, not willing to forgo ſome hold, gnaweth, 
and conſumeth it ſelf, Vanity maketh all evaporate 
in ſmoak, 

IV. To have a great circumſpection,and confide- 
ration,not toexpoſe your ſelf hut to good purpoſe. 40 
To do like that Sea-crevis, which hideth himſelf cill 
he hath a ſhell over his head, and ftriketh no man, 
To ſpy occaſions out,and mark how the little hedg- 
hog doth, into what quarcer the wind changeth, to 
alter the entrance into his houſe. To ſtand alwaies 
upon your guard,to diſcover the ambuſhes,arid ob. 
ſtacles, which occur in affairs. To hold the crowel 
to build with one hand. and the ſword in the other 
to defend your ſelf. Well ro obſerve theſe four Pre- 
cepts ; To have your face open, but your thoughts co« JO 
vered from ſo » any wiles, which perplex our aff airs : 
to be ſober in Fp:ech : nit lightly nor eafply to confide in 
all men,nor,on the other fide,to ſhew too much diffiden: e 

V. To be very vigilant inaffairs,to fore-ſee what 
may happen in occa{tons, and prompr to finde our 
means, which may forward the mie of a good 


Circum- 
ſpcRion. 
Tagulus 
Tun. 


Fore- ſight 
and vigt- 
lance. , 


deſign. You finde yet to this day in ſqghe old Medals 
for a Hieroglyphick of Prudence a Mulberry-tree 
having a Crane upon his branches, and on the ſtock 


Hierogl y- 
phick of 
Prudence. 


Of the Virtues hich oppoſe the ſecond Imp: 3 
_ rity, called Covetouſneſs 5 to wit, Power- 
ty, Fultice, Chartty, 
The ſeven and twentieth SECT 10 N, 
Poverty of rich men. 
TR are three ſorts of poverty , poverty of Thrice ors 
neceſſity , poverty by profeſſion , poverty % e9*<''ys 

of affe&tion. Poverty-of neceflity is thac of the 
wretched, aconſtrained, needy, and diſaſtrous po. 
verty. Poverty by profeſſion is thar of Religious, 
profeſſed by their tirſt vow, which is meritorious, 
and glorious. Poverty of affeRion is an expropria- 
tion from the inordinate love of terrene goods, 

We ſpeak not here to you (O Noble men) of the 
poverty of Rogues, which 1s infamous, nor of that 
of the Religious , which to you would be inſup- 
portable, and to your condition unſuitable : bur of 
the poverty of Aﬀection,the practice whereofis ne- 
ceſſary for you , if you deſire to be Citizens of 
Heaven, Thepractiſe is, 


I. To acknowledge all the goods, and poſleſſions Fizfice of 


, onal; the pover- 
you have, are borrowed, which you mult intallibly ** Pc 


reſtore, but when ,you know not, You live here like gion. 


birds, who are alwaies hanging m the air,where ei. 
ther fortune deſpoileth, or death moweth the Mea- 


. thereofa Zanms with two heads: to teach us, that 60 dow, and then it never groweth again. It is a great A4ugu?.-o. 


one proceedeth in matter of prudence . firſt, by not 
precipitating, no more then the Mulberry, the wi. 
ſeſt of alltrees, which is the laſt, that bloſſometh, to 
enjoy them with the more ſecurity, and thereby to 
avoid the pinching nips of froſt : in watching as the 
Crane doth, who-abideth in an orderly centinel: in 
caſting the eye upon whar is paſt, and fore- ſeeing the 
furure, as this antient King of 7ea/y, rg whom for 
this cauſe is given a double face, 
Execution 
in the execution of things well reſolved on , that is, 
the type and crown ot Prudence, Many brave 


ſtupidity of ſpirit, a great unthankfulneſs ro God, if 34 Armea- 
you account that to be yours, which you may daily p,nam, 
loſe, and whichin the end you ſhall torgo for ever. »i« { 
think not you have any thing yours, bur your ſelf. —_ 8 
If you lvoe riches, «put them in a-place aſſured for tr, ui 
eternity. a”—r—ia 

II. If you be not poor , live in riches like the { "7... 6, 
poor. Ofcentimes place your ſelf,in thought , even 17: 


: : 'Y 
inthatſtate you were born in from your mother's 6 5 4 


VI. To uſe dexterity ,promptitude,and conſtancy 70 womb, or in thar ſtare.you muſt return unto in the & »c- /2e-, 8 
earth,You then will have no cauſe to become proud '* 


of your riches, when you ſhall ſee your ſelf encoms ;amm. 
paſſed 


M 2 
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paſſed with falſe feachers, faſtened together with 
wax, which with the firſt rays of the other lite will 
ſcarter,and fly away. 

II, Never ſuffer gold and filver to predominate 
over you like aKing, but hold them under obedience 
like a ſlave. All theſe things come trom the earth, 
and are made for the uſe of an earchly body : what 
eſteem can a ſoul make of them, unleſs ſhe become 
rerceſtrial? if you regard neceſſity, you have but 


. 


Part 1; 


IT, Concerning him;who ſits in place of Vegiſtra. 
cy, to have an ardent zeal for the maintenarce of 
Laws,to bend all his endeavours,to apply all the for- 
ces of his mind ard courage to authorize Juſtice, to 
ſtrengthen bis arm againſt the torrent of iniquities, 
and to put all his pecuhar intereſts under the dif. 
charge ot his iwployments. He muſt have a great 
ſpirit ro carry himſelf in that fhanner, and ejpeci- 
ally in a world of corruptions. A good and perfect 


very little need of chem, if ap own ſenſual appe- 10 Julticer, like unto 7cb, is a Phenix. Ages as ſcarcely 


tites, you ſhall never ſatisfhe them. Leave concu- 
piſcence, and ſerve neceſlity. 

IV. Live in ſuch a manner, that, if you did know 
it to be purely and ſimply the will 35 God z., YOu 
ſhould trom this day be deſpoil'd ofall your wealth, 
and nothing lefc you bur ſo much as would: ſuffice to 
entertain life, you notwithſtanding would ſhew this 
change to be acceptable to you, ſaying with holy 


Marty: of ob ; God bath given it to me, God hath taken it from 
Poverty. 
Samese 


a very rich man, a Perſian by nacion, and a Chriſti- 
an by profeſſion , called Sames, trom whom the 
King of Perſia took all his plentiful poſſeſſions, de- 
priving him of gold, ſilver, garments, ſtock, reve- 
nues, and retinue , and, not contenting himſelf with 
that, gave his wife and houſe to a ſervant of this 
holy man, further enforcing him to ſerve as a ſlave 
to this varler, moſt ungratetul and barbarous to his 
good Maſter, Behold herein whicther humane miſe- 


; : ods ; Admirable 
ries may arrive. Notwithſtanding Sames, a rock of 30 Cemnenns Cauſed publickly to ſet one of his Favou- 


conſtancy , was never a whit ſhaken, having this 
Maxim well imprinted in his heart; that For Ac- 
« , ceſſories we mutt never loſe the Principal. 

V. Govern your houſe in all frugality, and mo- 
deſty : make the expenſes, which you know to be 
neceſſary and agreeable to your eſtate, nor as a poſ- 
ſeſſor, bur as a ſteward, and know you ſhall be ac- 

Divirem te cquntable of the poor's portion before God. Appre» 
moron hend not ſo much the future time, either for your 
ſelf, or children, nor affi& your felt for preſent or 4 
paſſed loſs. Likewiſe when you have good ſucceſs in 
your affairs, paſs over it as a wary Bee over honey, 
not clamming your wings, according to the nota- 
: , ble ſentence ot S. Argyſtine in his Epiſtle to Romas 
_ (= mas. Living in this manner,alchough you have Cre- 
Ep.113- ſx6 his wealth, you ſhall live happily poor. Iris ſaid, 
No» /"*f"* that a great Pope with all the riches which he had, 
pi«pemas and daily diftribured for ſupply of needy mankind, 
baker «pi... Was thought to be poorer (and, as I may ſay, more 
—— expropriated) then a lilly Hermit, who. had noching 5 
com. in his Cell but a Cat, he now being become a Maſter 
over his own affections, 


The eight and twentieth SE C'T10 KN. 
Praflice of Juſtice, 


Neceſſity T5 which the air is in the elementary world, 
of Juſtice the ſun in the celeſtial, the ſoul in the intelli- 
Sible, juſtice is the ſame in the civil, It is the air, 


which all aMi&ted deſire to breathe , the ſun, which gy, reſplendent, as the juſtice he readily afforded ro a” 


diſpelleth all clouds, the ſoul, which giveth life to all 
things. The unhappineſs is, it is more found on the 
paper of Writers,cthen in the manners of the living; 
To be juſt is to be all that,which an honeft man may 
be, ſince juſtice is to give every one what apper- 
taincth ro him. 
Its Aftionsare 
rirt Ju»  T. To ſubje within us the body to the ſoul, and 
.__ theſoultoGod. I or the firſt ations of injuſticeare 
to place Paſſions upon Al ars,Reaſon in ferters, and 
not-ro ſearch for the Kingdom of Heaven, | but in 
the ſway of our own private intereſts, 


me: his name be praiſed. Theedoret makes mention of 20 


produce him: and when he dieth he contriſtates the 
whole world. Where ſhall you finde im, who can 
attribute to himſelf this rare commer.dation couch- 
ed inthe books of this worthy man ? 7 em cleathed 5upiia in- 
with juſtice as witha garment : 1 am adorned With — 
. . * wvejr! 
righteouſne\'s as with a diadem. T have burn an eye to ,,, 4 
the blind, a feot to the lame, a father of the poor , I fine, & 
brake the jaw-bones ef the unjuſt man , and tock, the rw oy 
prey out of hs teeth. Oculus fu 
IT. Nor to know the favour either of parents, ©, © ?® 
. ; claude Þ a- 
friends,fleſh,or blood, when there is occaſ:on of do- ;., cram 
16g an act ot juſtice; as Canntrs King of Denmark povprrnm: 
. * coxterebamn 
did, who, after he had examined the proceſs of 3" 
twelve thieves, and condemned them, found one, qu, & + 
who ſaid ,. he was extracted of royal blood : /t & non 
uw auferel a 
reaſon ( ſaith the King ) ſome grace ſpor 1d be dine to predam. 
him, wher:fore give him the higheſt Giber. <0 the ſa. pas oy 
. T7. 
mous Z aleucns,to ſatisfie the law, pulled out one bf jj... 


= i Helmoed: 
tus own eycs,and the other of his ſon, <0 Andronicus (ronicen. 


rites on the Pillory, and commanded all thoſe, who rr 
wrought miſchief under the hope of his favour, ez. {svour- 
ther to leave injuſtice,or life.So the Emperour 7 »ſtize 
ſuffered one ,ot his greateſt Minions to be appre- 
hended at his bwn table, by the Provoſt,and therce 
dragged to execution, 

IV. To abhor thoſe, who betray juſtice cither for premprori- 
money , revenge, love, or any other paſſion as #» #/ " 
moniters of nature, murderers of mankind, to hold f1"-*” _ 

o hem anathemarized with the'great excommunica- rare mune- 
tion of nature. Not to admire their fortune, nor in "nts 
any ſort to participace in their riches, to become a vere prſo- 
companion 1n their crimes, holding this undoubred, n%n 
thar the fire of God's judgment, will devour their arp 
Tabernacles, who prattice thſe corruptions. In the 146 raber- 
form of an oath exhibited under the Emperour Ja- "<0 
ſtinian the Magiſtrates ſware to maintain Religion, mnwers 66 

. and juſtice, according to their power , and, incaſe Fj . 
of corrupaon,they wiſhed upon themſclves by way Bk at 

o Ot execration the trembling of Caiy, the leproſie of Magi _ 
Gehezs , the lot of Judas , and all that which may 9:37, pim 
a{toriſh man, an, 

V. To have cars alwaies open , and bowels of 
compathion , ready to hear the complaints of Wi- 
dows, Orphans, AMiRed, and forlone people, who 
endure all the tormenis of the world to break 
through the-preſs ro manifeſt their miſerics. The 
Emperour Trajan hath done many brave and Notable 
eminent as, but none of his atchievements were ſo = ng 


virtuous Widow. Her ſon had been ſlain, and ſhe, 
not being able to obtain juſtice, had the courage to 
accoſt the Emperour in the midſt of the,Ciry of 
Rome, amonglt an infinite number of people, and 
flouriſhing Legions, which followed him to the wars 
he was then going to take in YValachia. At her re- 
queſt, 7 rajan,norwith(tanding he was much preſſed 
with the affairs of a moſt urgent war, alighred from 
his horſe, h&rd her, comforted her, and did her ju- 
ſtice. This afterward was repreſented on Trajan's 
pare one of his greateſt wonders. And it 1s ſaid, 
e was highly commended and admired by S, Gre- 
gory the Great. VI. To 


Book 2, 


VI. To do good, and to execute Juſtice with ex- 
pedition, not {trerching theleather with che teeth, 
as ſaid the good King Lewis the Twelfth, taxing the 
delays, references,and negleRs of Judges. ]he Chro- 
Strange nicle of Alexandria relateth an admirable paſſige 
At of of Theodorick King of the Remans, to whom a widow 
Trenork" named Javenalis made her complaint, that a ſuit of 
lexardrins. her's in Court was drawn at length for the ſpace of 

three years, which might have been diſpatched in 
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Praftice of Cratitnde, .; 93 

puniſhed, and uſed according to their demerits : 

ſince reward and puniſhment (as Democritus ſaid) are 

the two Divinities of Weals-pablick,and the two Poles, 

on which the affairs of the world do move. - 
- X, As tor tþe Juſtice of particular men,. it is to Juc1c- of | 

oy Laws. and Magiſtrates , keep pe:ce and con- Particu 

cord among their neigbours , to wrong no- manin *** 

his honour, body, goods, allies, reputation, nor any 

thing thar appertaineth to another, either by word, 


few days. The King demanded, who were her Judg- 10 deed, or by t1gn. - 


es,ſhe named them , they were ſent unto, and com. 
manded to give all the peedy expedition, that was 
poſſible,to this woman's cauſe: which they did, and 
in two days determined it to her good liking. Which 
done,T heodorick called them again : they ,ſuppoſing 
it had been to applaud their excellent Juſtice now 
done, haſtened thither full of zoy. Being come, - the 
King asked of them : How cometh it to paſs, you have 
performed that in two days which had not been done in 


XJ. To be truein words, loyal in promiſes, 
fairhfal in proceedings, to handle the affairs, which 
one manageth roundly, ard ireely,without di{fimu- 
lation, deceit, treachery, to avoid uſury, and all 
unjult gain, to pay debts, not ro withold ſervants 
or hireſings wages , to be ready to fatisfie thoſe, 
whom one hath offended, often to beg of God, thar 
inthe day of his great A fſizes we" may appear in 
the robe of Juſtice, to expe. with all confidence 


three years ? They anſwered : The recommendation of 20 the benign breath of his mercies. 


your Majeſty mage us finiſh it. How ? replieth the 
King, When 1 put you into Office, did I not conſign all 
Ple as,and Proceedings to you, and particularly thoſe of 
widows ? You deſerve death, ſo to have ſpun out a bup- 
neſs in length three years ſpace which required but two 
days diſpatch. And at that inſtant commanded their 
heads to be cut off, The good Zavenalrs was fo 
frucken with admiration for ſuch an at, that ſhe 
came to the King to render thanks, and to offer 
candles to him as to an holy Saint. And would t 


The twenty ninth SEC T10 x. 
Prafice of Gratitude, 


'0» E of the nobleſt a&ts of Juſtice is the ac- Z-1f* 


knowledgment of a benefit, A Virtue very on 99. 


rare in this Age, where (as well Sir Thomas More patinwr 
ſaid) Good turns are writtcy in ſand, and injuries, and non 


* ſcnlprmns. 
revenges on marble. Saint Ambroſe afſureth us, it A twgulas 


0 30 was not without myſterie young Teby took a Dog $97i"s ® 
God Theedorick had ſtill perſevered in fuch inte- 


ority, 

V 11. Not to be contented with conſcience alone, 
but to have ſcience alſo, well ro examine matters, 
and to obſerve the forms of right : not to cauſe any 
body to be puniſhed, or tormented by precipitation 
withour ſufficient proofs. It is a lamentable ching, 
when through a deſperate haite an innocent is be- 
reaved of that in a moment, which never can be 


for the companion of his voyage : God would, he Na 
ſhould learn acknowledgment of benefits inthe na- _—_— 
ture of this creature, the hieroglyphick of gratitude, Fen 
The aRts of acknowledgment are, : 
I. Not to deny, diſſemble, nor ever to forget a Gr:titude 
benefic, but to acknowledge it, retain it, praiſe, extol * #0 
it, as the antient Hebrews did, who ſer marks on ST 
their arms,and enſigns at their gates,for the remem. 
brance,and acknowledgment of a benefit received. 


again reſtored,although he ſhould live an hundred 40]r isa great ſhame to be aſhamed to owe a benefit, 


years. Burtit is to be wickedly unjuſt, when that 
1s ao confirmed by malice, nd cruelty, which was 
Mad cra- begun by miſtaking : as happened to Piſo, who 
— © raſhly-condemned a poor Soldier to death, wrong- 
lib c. Ds fully ſuſpeed of the murder of his living compani- 
Ira.cap.19- on, As the innocent man had now his neck under 
the ſword of his exccutioner, this Camerado of his, 
ſuppoſed to be ſlain by him, appeared living, and in 
healch. The Centurion, who attended the executi- 


and to avoid the ſight of a benefaRor, as if his pre. 
ſence upbraided either our ingratitude,or diſability. 

I 1. To betbankful, not only in the preſence of 
the benefatour by ſome little vain oftentation of 
acknowledgment, but to publiſh it ro others in time, 
and place, and to retain it as it were engraven in a 
reſpetive memorie. 

I 11. To recompenſe him according to power, 
not only in proportion, but ſuperabundantly,which 


on, brought them both back again with much con- 50 that it may be the better effe&ed, to conſider what 


courſe of people, to preſent chem to Piſo. This 
farious Judg, enragedly aſhamed of the firſt Sen- 
tence, which he over-haſtily had given, commanded 
they ſhould both be put to death, and that alſo the 
Centurion ſhould be added to them : one, becauſe 
he was already condemned, although guilcleſs , an- 
other, becauſe he was thought to be dead, and the 
third , becauſe he would preſerve in the Judg 
wiſdom, and innocency. This Barbarian ſhortly 


after paid for this fault, joyned with many others, 60 Perſians, faid to 


by a marvellous turn of Fortune, and a moſt ſhame- 
ful death, 

VIII. Tobemore inclining always to mercy, 
then ſeverity , yet notwithſtanding well to take 
heed, leſt this mercy degenerate into a ſoftneſs very 
prejudicial to the maintainance of Juſtice. Alſo to 
viſit priſons, to ſce whart is fir to be done, and not 
ſuffer priſoners to conſume in a tedious, and irxfom 
miſery without true cauſe of delay, 


is given to us, from whom, when, and how, A be-, 

nefit is ever beſt accepted from a friendly ,frank,and 

free hand,and many times from whom it 1s leaſt ex. 

pected, in a preſſing neceſlitie. A benefit from an 

harſh man, given as it-were frowardly, is a ſtony 

loaf of bread, which neceffity enforceth us to rake, 

not free-will, It is no gift, when that is given,which 

canno longer be withheld; as Emmanuel the Empes Sordid Li- 

rour, whg,ecing hs full coffers inthe hands of the 2*'a""Y © 
is Soldiers ; Go take them, I give cones. 

themto you, It isa negligent and remiſs giving, 

when the extreme want of a poor man is expected - 

as the fountain ef Narmi, which never diſtilled its ran 

ſtreams, bur on the eve of a famin. A ſmall courteſie in V-%s. 

ſeaſonably done defſerverh much, and that was the 

cauſe why King Agripra made a poor fervitour,na- 5, 1.c3. 

med Thaumaſns,the ſecond perſon of his kingdom, anuq. 

for that he had given him a glaſs of fair water in his 125% 


the ſecond 


great neceſlity,when under Tiberins he was tied tO manin a 


IX. Toextend the hand, that honeſt men may 70 atree before the Palace of the Emperour,. and en. F'ngdom. 
maintained, protected , recompenſed for ſervices 


done to the Common-wealch ; and Malefactours 


- t h: 11:y" 
dured a moſt ardent thirſt, | regpgg, 
IV. As itisnot good to ſuffer a benzfic to wag gla's of 
old, Waters 
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old, ſo it is not always expedient to recompenſe it 
ſo readily, as if we bear our obligation with ;mpati- 
ence, and rhat we had an opinion this benefit came 
to us from a hand beſmeared with birdlime,wich in- 
tention to graſp another. The beſt way is to let your 
obſervances creep into credit, intime, and place, 
with ſo much the fore precaution,as they ought to 
have the leſs of oſtentation, 


The thirtieth SECTION, 
Prattice of Charity. 


Praflice of Charity, Part r, 


rour,credit, good ſucceſs in their effoirs,if ſuck. com- 
forts may conduce to procure them beatitude, 

IV. Never to deſpiſe, never to judge r:ſhly, never 
to interpret other mens ztions in an ill ſenſe, but 
tro compaſſionate their infirmities, bear their bur- 
dens, excuſe their weakneſſes, make up, ard corſoli- 
date the breaches of charity happened by their faulr, 
to hate imperfeRions, and ever to love men, yea 
even your enemies : therein the touch-ſtone ot true 


10 charity is known, The means to preſerve one from 2/* © 


gere 111000 = 


his enemies, is to pardon enemies, faid S. Angnſtiue. ©,um, j ws 
One of the goodheſt ſpeRacles, able to attract Ane cevere in 


wicnim, 


gels to the gates of heaven to behold it, is neither 
Theatres, Amphitheatres, Pyramids, nor Obclisks , vzl. 59. 
but a man, who knoweth how to do well, and hear 

ill, and to vindicate himſelf from ill by doing well, 


Eminentiſ- | | | 

fimum cha- Sg a. in 

riſmatume 

ob. yr Zenith of all virtues, 

CAP. 63s . . 4 
om Alaximns (aith,it iS t 


** will : for if you deſire to know whether your loye 
towards God be real, and not counterfeit,mark how 
- you love your neighbour. By how much the lines 
© draw nearer one to another, ſo much the more they 
approach to the center : by how much the nearer 
you approach to your neigbour in love, by ſo much 
the nearer you are to God. 
The Actions of this Royal Virtue are 
I. To have an affetionate delight in God : for 
, that he is God, all-wiſe, all-good, all-powerful, all. 
amiable, all-juſt,all-merciful ; the original fountain 
of all wiſdom , goodneſs , power, beauty, juſtice, 
mercy. Moſt heartily to rejoyce, that he fitteth in 
the throne of glory,as in an abyls of ſplendor, ado- 
red without intermiſſion by all the celeſtial powers, 
by all the Saints, by all che exalted Spirits. To deſire, 


Afts of 
Charity. 


Cardinal Petrns Damianns relateth, how he, being 
a Student at Faeyza, one told him of an AR of 


eyes another moſt traiterouſly had pulled out, and !-n* Pa 
this accident had confined him in a Monaltery, cate. 
where he lived a pure, andunſpotted life, yielding * 

all offices of charity according to the ability of his 
perſon. It fell our, this cruel creature,who had done 

this miſchievous a&,Fckened of a languiſhing mala. 


dy, and found himſelf eniorced to be carried co that 


30 ſame placegwhere he was, whom he had bereaved of 


ſight. HiMheart ſaid within him, he would never 
endure : but for revenge would put out his 
eyes, Onthe contrary, the blind man made earneſt 
ſuit to do this a& ofcharity to him with all the mo(} 
fervent endeavour, as if he had ſought ſome great 
fortune from the hand of a Prince. Behold he pre. 
vailed, he is deputed to the ſervice of the ſick man, 
and he dedicated ro himall the furQions of his bo- 
dy, except'the eyes, which the other had pulled our. 


that all the creatures in the world might adore, and 40 Notwithſtanding(faith the Cardinal] he wanted not 


ſerve him, that all underſtandings were repleniſhed 
with the knowledg of him,all memories with his be- 
nefics,all wills with his love. Such was the affe&tion 
of that good Frier Giles, companion to St. Fraxces, 
who was much moved in beholding the beauties of 


Amr nn God, and afterwards wept bitterly, as he ſaid, love 


analar, 


was not beloved enough. 
I 1. Tobe ſenſibly ſorrowful for the impieties, 
hereſfies, infidelities, errors, fins, diſſolutions, which 


eyes, having thoſe of ſupreme (barity,and Patience. 
You would fay this good blind man was all eyes, all 
arms, all hands, all heart, to attend this {ick man , ſo 
much conſideration, vigour, diligence, and affection 
he uſed. And what ſhould they here ſay, who upon 
theleaſt affronts burn with a revengetul ſpirit ? 

V. Not to have a lazy and — charity, 
which is only in idea: but tobe diligent, cordial, 
ſtrict ; not for particular ends, bur the taintleſs Ma- 


have covered the face of the earth, To reſent the 5o xims of Virtue. It was a great folly in thoſe Philoſo. 


injuries done to God, as one would the rebukes of 

a good father,ot a loving brother,or of ſome perſon 

moſt tenderly affeftionate, as the apple of your eye. 

Marvelous It is an admirable thing to ſee in Scripture a poor 
44" 2 Princeſs, daughter in-law of Hel;, falling in travail 
" uponthe news brought her of the taking of the Ark 

of Covenant , and death of her husband , and 
neighbours ; for her neither to think of father, bro- 

ther, busband;no nor the pains of ber child-bearing, 


phers, called the Contemplators,who pliced perfeRti- 
on in ſitting with arms a-croſs, without doing any 
a& to afbiſt in the ſociety of men. Witneſs the prime 
Prince among them,named Pyrrho, who beheld the 
ſtars, whilſt his companion Axaquns, falling into a £41. 6. 
ditch,cried our for help. They both were found, the 
one in this miſery deſpairing,and the other contem- 
plating. It was ſaid to the Maſter : hat do you here, Stupidity 


: f Tyrrho, 
my friend ? Why endeavonr you not to draw your com- y;,.2 oe. 


nor to complain of any thing, but of the ſurpriſal of 5© panion 6#t of this ditch ? No other anſwer would he :©r,x: bonus 


the Ark,and to have dying theſe words on her lips : 

, Farewel the glory of \ſrac], fince the Ark, of God is 
Per taken away ; what zeal is thisin a woman? And now 
qa cats &days, One cannot loſe a grey-hound,a curtal jade,a 


. gg bird, but all che hovſe is filled with noiſe, and out- 


Tra! ſlata 


2 


men are very inſenfible. * ' 

TIF, To love all mortal men as creatures made 
to the image of God, but above all, the Fai:Þful, in 
the quality of perſons deſtined to the ſovereign bea- 


ritude : to wiſh them true bleſſings, as Juſtification, 70 alms-deeds, There is the ſchole of rich men, it is their 
leſſon, their Philoſopby , their heaverily Alchimy, 


Grace, Virtues, ſpiritual Progreſſion,Glory. More- 
over,todefire they may be fortunate in riches, ho- 


1Reg 421, CTIES ; Whilſt for injuries done to God the hearts of 


make : Let me alone. I meditate, hoW to become ay on | 
howeſt man. And behold him a lazy truant, without pu 4# 
any further ſearch in giving aid to this miſerable 79146 54 
man. In the whole hiſtory of Pljzy the beſt word is ;;1... & 
this: It 1s a Divinity for one man to do good to another, hc ad 
and beheld the moſt aſſured way of eternal glory. __ 
VI. For this purpoſe you ought to know not on- %i.. 
ly at your finger-ends, but to have both in heart,and 
hand, the works of mercy, ſpiritual,and corporal.You 


muſt diſpoſe your ſelf with eſpecial endeavour to ;, . 


their juſtification, their ſalyarion, their glory. The 
practice 


Py 


Book 3; 

raQice of alms is not now to be required, Ir is caſi- 

y found, There are as many ways of mercy,as there 
are miſcries.in mankind, which are every day expo- 
ſed to our eyes: a thouſandfold happy are they, who 
ſeriouſly bend themſelves ro comtort ſuch, every 
one to the proportion of his power, How many 
brave,and noble ſpirits are induftrious in that kind ? 
Some (as the Emperour Titxs) thought they had 
loſt a day,wherein they had obliged no man. Others 


Tie HOLY COURT. 


 _ Prattue of Humility, 95 
give occaſion to think they have none certain, No- 
ility is not to be blamed, ſince it is the happineſs of 
good extraction , but to be yvauntingly puffed up on 
this occaſion, is a meer folly, He,that ſhould reyolve, 
and riflethe whole maſs of mankind (faith Pars) 
ſhould find there is no King,which cometh not from 
ſervitors, nor ſervitor;,who cometh not from Kings, * 
11. Not to affe&, nor ſeek after humane rails Names of 
flattery,complacence, ticklings of reputation, which *** 


daily fed ſome poor creature,in whom they acknow-. 10 inebriate all ſhallow brains, Nor through affeRati- 


o_ the Perſon of 7eſns Chriſt. Others went up 
and down into publick ſtreets,to finde out the necel- 
fities of men, to relieve,and conſolate them. Others 


humbled themſelves continually to the ſervices of 


the ſick, and indigent. Others taught this praRtice ts 
their little children, almoſt from the Nurſe's breaſt , 
as ſoon as they began to ſtutter out words, they 
were made Orators for the poor.Others diſtributed 
their revenue in equal portions to Churches, needy 


on to diſplay a large liſt of titles and qualities. The 
time hath been, when men named lands , at this day 
lands denominate men. So many abje& villages, 
boroughs, hamlets, brave it in paper, and ſet our 
memories on the rack to name one man, who ſhould 
rather be named, and renowned for virtues, which 
are the inheritance of men. Our Anceſtors, who 
raiſed their titles upon noble aftions, were men of 
heaven , but now, when we ſo paſſionately ſeek to 


perſons, and for their own maintainance. Others 2o acquire names of the earth,we well thereby declare 


gave the firſt-fruits of all theif increaſe of profits, 
Others founded, and inſtituted a thouſand excellent 


Iift« verb in- works of piety. Behold good lite herein, fair hope, 
un and generouscharity. And is it not to be the ſcorn, 
; egeas Domi and fcandal of mankind to amaſs riches for worms, 
n#:, & b4- fr moths, for children many times wicked,drunken 
beat unde bu 
luxurietar 


flims rw. their Parents tombs? It were a notable Inſcription, 


looſe Libertines, who will play, and deſport upon 


7 if one ſhould put theſe words upon your Monu- 


Chriſhava. ment, which Falerins gave to one called Gillias : 

val.1.4.c.. O#OD GILLIAS POSSIDEBATU,MN1I- 
@M OUASI COMMUNE P ATRI MONIUM 
ERAT. HIC IPSIHS LIBERALITATIS 
PRACORDIA HABUIT, ET DO MUS E- 
Fus, QUASI QUADAM MUNIFICE N- 
TIA OFFICINA. Whit Gillias had, was the poſ- 
ſeſſion of all Mankind. This mai had his heart,and entrails com- 
poſed even of Charity it ſelf : his Honſe ws a Shop of Bounty. 


of Virtues, that oppoſe the third Impurity, 
which ts Pride of Life. 


The thirty firſt SECT1 oN, 
The P rattice of Humility, and Mavnanimity 


T O ſay,that Noble-men, and Perſons of quality 
$ havenoneedofthe virtue of Humility,js to ſay 
that ſick men have no need of health, Humility 1s 
the element and orb of Virtues, It is the gate of 
Prins Re- Chriſtianity (ſaith S. Cyprian) and we ought not to 
Ggioms #*- think that man will be loyal to faith, who 1s unfaith- 


#$rontlHs, 


we are men of the earth, 
ITI. Whenone is arrived by virtue to ſome for- Modeſty 


tune,and condition eminent, not at aninſtant to turn airation, 
his brain,as with a voluntary drunkenneſs, and for- 
get not only his poor parents, but himſelf alſo,affe&t- 
ing wry-mouths, crabbed looks, diſdains,il! counte- 
nances, and much exteriour ſeeming, to blot out the _ 
memory of his extraQtion, The good Primiſlauz,be. t0mility 


X of Primiſla« 
ing come from the fortune of a Peaſant to the Sove- ,, ps 


ation, 


30 reignty of Bohemia, cauſed his country-caſſock, and Pove Bere- 


high ſhoes to be kept inthe Chureh, and yearly re. ** ****» 
preſented to him,to renew the memory of his blood, 

and thereby cheriſh his own humility. Pope Bee. * * 
dift the Eleventh, the ſon of alilly Peaſant, his mo- 

ther being brought unto him in a rich and ſumptu- 

ous habit, with intention much to pleaſe him, turn- 

ed his eyes away, and faid, he could not acknowledg 

this woman for his mother. Bur ſhe afterwards re. 

turning to him in her ruſtick attire, he acknowledg. 


40 £d her,and yielded all the duties of a good ſon. Their 


hearts were deep in humility,and not of theſe petty 
ſpirits, who are aſhamed of their beginnins, and re- 
{ble thoſe beaſts, which think they are well hid- 
den,iftheir heads be covered, ſhewing the reſt of 
their bodies, 
I V. Neither to make your felf F;jzrabraſs, nor 
the Knight of the burning ſword, in matter of va- 
lour. Thoſe, who moſt brave it in words,are found 
very ſhort in performance. The world is full of Ro. Rodamonts, 


Cyprian, ful to the virtue of eſws CO to wit, humility. 50 dowonts, who only are tranſported with arrogant 


De Naiivi- 113 neceſſary for all men, bur eſpecially Great ones, 
tate Chriſti, 


Humitiy WRO are more roughly aſſaulted by the ſtorms of 
of Great pride ; and if this virtue be a contempt of its own 
[oo vir. Excellency where ſhall you finde out this excellency 
1 e# bu- £0 finde out the contempt thereof? Shall it be in 
mile: - mean, and inferiour ſpirits? They naturally are in 
"mn their own way of baſeneſs, but not therefore in the 

path ofhumility. The moſt'exatt bumility is that , 

which hath more of honour, and leſs of the ſenſe of ho. 


mnr, faith $. Bernard. The Stars are beheld in the gg 


botcom of a pit : and profound humility maketh the 
moſt tadiant ſplendours appear in greatneſs.The ſun 
diſpellerh the groſlſeſt vapours , and draweth the 
thinneſt,and ſubrile to himſelf; how much the more 
you leſſen your ſelf, ſo much the nearer you ſhall 
approach to tlie Sun of true glory. If you defire to 
praQiſe this celeſtial virtue, behold the ations. 
Ats. f » I. Do not intoxicate your brain with a mad vanity 
Nobility Of noble race, which cauſerth many to dig out, and 


aſhes of old Troy:and,as'Auſonins faith, in ſo careful» 
ly ſearching our uncertain parents,they many times 


and ſudden furies, as Rabſaces in the Scripture , but 
few are found truly valourous.When Homer maketh 
his brave Captains march, he gives them ſilence for 
gnide. Contrariwiſe,be maketh cowards to babble, 
and charter like cranes. The one paſs along like 

reat rivers, letting their ſtreams glide ſoftly with 
ſilent majeſty : the other do nothing elſe but mur. 
mur like little brooks, Aſign of not being valiant 
at all is to ſtrive to ſeem valiant, 

V. To. boaſt the beauty of body is to havea yay & 
great defe@ in the judgment, which is the beauty Beauty. 
of the ſoul. tis verily a deſperate vanity, when a 
Lady, under the colour,that ſome ſcribling Rimer 
hath given her the locks of Aurora,the eys obVenxs, 
the port of 7»o, the feet of Theris, makes her ſelf 
the Queen of Antioch, and glorihes her ſelf many 
times with a beauty meerly imaginary.Queen Ftyg- Ridiculous 
tonica, wife of Seleucxu, had not one hair upon her <5 * 


R o uecen 
head, yet notwithſtanding gave fix hundred crowns Si7arenice, 


' xepreken- djgentomb their Grand-ſires, as it were, from the 70 to a Poet, who had celebrated her inkhis verſe, 
__ and fang, that her hair had the tinture ofthe Ma- 
rigold. 1 know not how this ſoothing flatterer 
meant 
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meant it , but this Queen became very proud, 
which made her ſo much the more ridiculous, 
Although this Beauty were true, it is but white and 
Vermilion skin diſtended over a Carcaſe, which co- 
vereth many ordures : itis a Dung-hill blanched 
with Snow, an Idol of Fools, aFlower of the Field, 
which hath (as it were)for horizon the inſtant of its 
Birth, We may well giveit the Epitaph of the Roſe: 

Here lies the Roſe in one day come 

From the firſt Bloſſom to a Tomb. 

VI. A much more notorious folly it alſo is to 
boaſt and brave itin Apparel, which are Plaiſters of 
the ſcars of Sin, to wit, Nakedneſs, borrowed Fea- 
thers from all kinde of Birds, unpuniſhed Thefts, 
witneſſes of our Poverty, which cauſerh us to beg 
the aſſiſtance of all creatures to cover our ſhame, 
What an indignity is it to be defirous to brave it a- 
bove one's State, Quality, or Port, and to arrive at 
this height, oft-times to bear the fart and marrow of 


Miyabay ce- 
lerem fugi- 
tiva atate 
numanm, Et, 
dum na- 
ſeuntur,con- 
ſenuiſſe ro» 
ſa. 


the Poor in the plaits of Garments? Nay theſe ma- 20 


ny rapines are not ſufficient to entertain this enra- 
ped Prodigality. Debts muſt grow, which cannot be 

iſcharged , Silk muſt be dragged at your heels, and 
aSergeant ready behind you,to ſhew Gold,and hide 
Miſery and Sin, to adorna Body, asif it werea 
Temple of Egypr, with all poſſible ſplendour,and to 
lodg withinzc the ſoul ofa Rat. What infamy is it to 
Tim. lib. behold in a Banquet a Romany Lady, called Lollia 


Habits. 


Prafice of Patience, Part x, 


it, £0 out of it, ever with the ſame countenance, 
To take honour as a Tribute, which you are to put 
into the Coffers of God. To abide continually both 
in Adverſity and Proſperity within your ſelf. To 
recompenſe a benefit liberally, never to detra&, to 
praiſe ſparingly, beg ſeldom, admire nothing light- 
ly, nor complain of any man. To hold rank amo 

Great-men without Vanity,and to humble your ſelf 
to inferiours through Charity. Not to undertake 


10 many things, but perform brave things. To hate 


flattery as a Plagne, bypocriſie as a Poyſon,compla- 
cence as a Mockery, To do and ſpeak freely, what 
is reaſonable. Not to remember injuries. To aim 
rather at true honour, then profit. 


The thirty ſecond SECTr on. 
Pratlice of Patience. 


Ehold that, which ſetterha Seal upon all Yir- 2:9 - 

tnes, Patience, eyer the firſt in the Liſt,and laſt : 
in the Triumph. It 1s the crowned pPome-granate, 
which hangeth aniong theBels in the loweſt Bordure , 
of the High-Prieſt's Robe of the old Law. It was a OLEET 
goodly thing to carry all the world on his Habit,all on upon 
was imperfe& withour the Crown of Patience, ſhe ;;,. =o 
it is, which hath the Bell, to teach us, that all Virtues rcieft. 
are very excellent, but it belongeth not to them to 
proclame Victory withont patience and pet ſeve. 


5. ©P- 35- Panlina, Carry about her in Chains, Carcanets, and 3O rance. Other Virtues are as thoſe antient Painters, 


bare abour Pretious Stones, a Million of Gold, and her Father, 
her a mil- who had deſpoiled all the Rowan Provinces to cloath 
£74” , this onely Daughter, drink afterward Poyſon, over- 
whelmed in the —_ of his own affairs? Is not the 

c 


Chamlet-Coat of the greateſt of all our KingsS. 


Lewis, of power to confound all Courtiers of both 
ſexes , who, having nothing worthy of praiſe in 
them , would dignifie -themſelves with Apparel, 


ſhewing they have like Peacocks alittle Head, lit- 
tle Brain, beautifull Feathers, and a long Tail ? 
VII. Not to be proud for Riches : for they are a 
River,which now this day paſs along by your Lodg- 
ing,and are no more yours,then the River of Seyxe. 
Not to look with a fſurly face in great Fortunes, 
and Dignities, for it is a Vizard in a Comedie, which 
muſt preſently be pulled off, Not to value your ſelf 
highly for an happy memory, for it is,as it were,the 
Belly of the Soul, many times filled with much win- 
dineſs : nor for wit, for itis often but thin, like the 


Superemi- 
nence of 
pexſ; on. 


40 fer not to imitate him, owr Sonl is no longer onrs : 


who ſubſcribed at the foot of their Table, He paint- 

ed, he made : but Patience may affix, / have made, 7 

have —_—_ it giveth full accompliſhment, It 

is the Schole of Chriſtianity. So /earncd are we(ſaith : 
S. Ambroſe ) as we have patience: ſo much do we 0" 
participate with God,as we can ſuffer by his example, Ys. 

He hath taken a body to be able to ſ» FA and to make Tents quis 
himſelf altogether the mirronr of ſufferers, and the } -ohyrveay 
reward of thoſe who have patiently endured. If we ſuf dotw, 
for it is the word of the Son of God, that we poſſeſs =p mag 
not this Soul but by the means of patience. If we leave 

it, we loſe all. For the praftice of this Virtue, I re- Vitz 7 P. 
quire not, you ſhould be a Saint Aſacarizs who for _ ci 
having killed a Gnat, which ſtung him, went (as if can. 

he had committed a great act of impatience) for the 

ſpace of ſix moneths, expoſing bis naked body to all 

the Flies, Gnats, and Waſps of the Wilderneſs, to 


be revenged on himſelf. This patience is not for 


Spider's Web, fit to catch Flies, and nothing elſe : 5o your purpoſe, leara one more eahie. 


ror for the judgment, for much to confide therein 
is a dangerous Leprohie in the heart of man, 

VIII. To meaſure your ſelf by your own rule, 
to know your own Ability, not overmuch to pre- 
fume of your own Forces, not to undertake a great 
burthen,andſhrink under the Weight of it. To ſpeak 
little of your ſelf, and of all that,which is your own, 
not to over-prize, nor deje& your ſelf, ro do good 
without ſpeaking of it, to obey the commandments 


Modcſiy. 


I. That you a little bear with your ſelf, All fol. Patience of 
lie hath this property with it, that it is perpetually C7235 "en 
in diſturbances, ever wearie of the preſent, and wit 
open mouth gaping for the future, Irleapeth like aas. 
Quick-ſilyer,it boundeth and skippeth from thought 
to thought, from purpoſe to purpoſe, from place to 
place, as the Stag trom the Hillock to the Mountain, 
from the Mountain to the Hillock. And all that 
proceedeth from impatience of hearr. 


of Superiours faithfully, readily, couragiouſly, tro 6o Take for the firſt a& of patience, to reclame your 


moderate deſires, to love mediocrity in all things,to 
have a ſweet, affable, and reſpeQive converſation. 
IX. If you be truly humble, you will neceſſarily 
have the a&ts of Magnanimity, which are to under. 
take great things for the honour of God : for there 
is not any thing ſo potent as the humble man, who 
expecteth all his power from Heaven, To contemn 
the promiſes and menaces of Great-men, when 
they requeſt or command you to do any injuſtice. 
X. To drive from you withcourage any Obſa- 


Magnani- 
mity. 


«Arift. lib? 


ſelf within your (elf, not to be ſtill upon change, to Firſt pati- 
reſt with firm footing in the conditions, proſefiions, {re one's 
employments, recreations, in which through duty lf, 

you are engaged. ' 

11. To fpare men (as ſaith the Emperour Antoxi- To ſpare 
»#5) and ſuffer men, You would have men ſpeak, 31-2" 
laugh, go, and ſpir, even after your faſhion, that men. 
is the way to pleaſe you. Superiours molelt you, E- 
quals trouble you, Inferiours can do nothing to 


content your Appetite : the noiſe of a Door, the 


” Eric, Cles, which preſent themſelves to divert you from a 70 winde of a Window, a Glaſs broken, a meſs of Broth 


g00d work : to make little accompt of all the ſtates 
and dignities of the world : to enter into it, ſlay in 


over-fſalted, a Fly in the kicchin neghigently driven 
away by a Servant makes you enraged. You have 
more 


Calumnies 


Patience - 
of David. 
St: Dornus 
inc:tat ad- 
VEr116/18 Me, 
#dorerur 
ſacrificium 
Py, 
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Verboram 
contumelia 
parncadey les 
Vauyit &+ 
TEMA, 


Malady. 


Heroick 
aQts of pa- 
ticnce. 


Book 3. 
more diſturbances, then the winding E «rips bath 
waves. This proceedeth from the great weaknels 
of your underſtanding, effeminacy of fleſh, tender. 
nel of education, cuitom of curioſity, ſickneſs, and 
giddineſs of ſpirit, If you do not ſeaſonably prevent 
the miſchief, and daily accuſtom your felt ro role. 
rate ſome inconvenience with ſweerneſs, and paci- 
ence ; you will become a Monſter in converſation, 
inſupportable to all, and in concluſion, troubleſom 
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Prattice of daily Afions. 97 
fiſhes , where wilt thou fave thy ſelf,if thon put not Patience 
thy felt under the ſhelter of patience? All is replen- muy 
iſhed with miſeries,and to be deſirous of cxemption Morials. 
is a petty appoltacy in Nature, Tribulation 1s the 

King's high-way, beaten, and tracked with the ſa- 

cred iteps of thy Maſter, and with a countlef num- 

ber of Saints, who all of them have made their affi- 

Cons the degrees of their glory. Behold thy 7e/z, 

he is the brazen Serpent , planted in the wilderneſs 


to your ſelf, What an indignity is it, thata man full 1 © of ths world , which healeth all the bitings of our 


of rebellions againſt God, ſhould delire , that men 
and beaſts ſerve him according to all his humours ? 


Some flight fellow will be fo obſerved in pun#o:and 


athouſand and a thouſand Kings have endured a 
million of indiſcretions of their ſervants with pati- 
ence, Is is not ſaid, that Philip the Second King of 
Spain, baving written a Letter with his own hand, 
with much ſtudy and labour, to be ſent to the Pope; 
when he asked tor Sand to cait upon it, his Secreta- 


imparience. Behold Patience, it is the Salc of the 
Prophet Elizews, which purifieth the polluted was» 
ters, and ſweeteneth all the bitterneſs of life, 


The thirty third SEC T1 oN, 
\ Prattice of aaily Attions, 


Ll our Virtues are included in our Ations , x,.,y gy 
{ Y ard our Actions in the hours, the hours in a t:b'c of 


ry half aſleep, poured the Ink in the Standiſh upon 20 the day, and theday in the month, the month inthe "© 


it ? This would have put you intoa fury ; and yet 
behold a man of this eminency |! bare it without 
ſpeaking one angry word to his ſervant. 

III. From hence you ſhall learn to ſuffer calum- 
nies and (landerous words, not raiſing a ſtorm in 
your mind, about the interpretation of a doubttul 
word : not to frame differences about the leg of a 
flie. Not to be amazed at forged imputations, which 
trench even upon the Diadems of Kings,and Virtres 


of Popes. The Buckler wherewith yon muſt reſiſt 30 


them, is, Contempt, and Innocency, jt is ſaid, the 
Bafilick delirous to infeR a Looking-glaſs , killerh 
himſelf by repercuſſion of vapours which proceed 
from his own body : and the Calumniator doth the 
like, when he meerech with a pure unſpotted lite. It 
is a ſmooth glaſs, which ſlayeth him with his proper 
arms. Speak only theſe royal words of David, a 
King, and Prophet : My God, if thou ſuffer this per- 
ſecution againſt me , at the leaſt, I beg the ſacrifice of 


year, and the year in the Ages. Every day is a brief Me an-of 
table of our like, and the means to make one's ſelf p*ife&'0n- 
perfect quickly, is to perform all our daily ations 
with mature conſideration and perfection, Behold a 
portrai&,the lineaments whereof | bave taken from 
a man endowed with great wiſdom, religion, and 
integrity, whom 1 would willingly name, did I not 
fear to offend his humility, able to endure any thing 
but bis own praiſes, | 

I. It is along time, ſince the Sun for your benefic 
haih diſperſed che ſhadows of the night, thac you 
may rejoyce at the ſight of the great ſpectacle of 
the works of God ; and yet your Curtains are ſtill + ? 
ſhut to entertain you inthe dusky image of death. 
Get out of your bed, and think this goodly Star, xotive to 
which maketh you begin the career of this day, will Pa's «At 
this day run more then ten or twelve millions of © "_— 
leagues. And you, how many ſteps ( I pray) will you 
ſer forward to draw near to Virtue ? This indefati- 


my Patience may aſcend to thy Altar in the odour of 4© gable Harbinger is gone forth ro ſcore you out the 


ſweetneſs. S. Ambroſe, as | bave demonſtrated be- 
fore, hath obſerved, that this great man was fo diſ- 
poſed to patience, that being perſecuted by his ſon 
Ab/alom, and art the ſame time furiouſly purſued 
with the foul flanders of Shimei , he took the cla- 
morous tongue ot this Detratour to make it, as it 
were, an Antidote of it, and apply ir to the forrow 
he received from the parricide of an unnatural fon. 

IV. Patientiy to endure a malady, Ic is an hard 


lodging ofa Tomb, ſo many minutes are fo many 


5 


points deducted of your life. Will not you follow 
the counſel of the Son of God, and do well whilſt 
it isday? A great night will ſpeedily involve you 
under its wings , wherein you ſhall,no more have 
farcher means to travel. 
I1. Take every day as a day in harveſt : take it as 23Y.P© 

a day ofa Fair,or mart; take it as a day wherein 
you are to labour in the mines of gold ; take it asa 


matter in vehement pains, but that ſome out-cries 50 Ring, which you maſt engrave, adorn and embel- 


and exclamations eſcape Nature. I know not what 
heart that Gentleman had, of whom the Table of 
Conſtancy ſpeaketh ; who played on a Lute when 
his leg was cut off with biting Saws, and burnin 

Cauteries , without breathing forth one filly ſigh. 
Thar is not exacted of you, but that you uſe ſome 
moderation ; and above all,to have a foul reſigned, 
principally in dolours, and ſmall maladies , which 
give you leiſure enough to re-enter into your felt. 


liſh wich your ations, to be in the evening offered 
up at the Altar of God. 

111, Repreſent unto your ſelf a notable conſide- 
rationof $, Bernard, that your actions pals, as not 
paſling : for every good work you do, isa grain of 
{ced for life eternal, Say as did Xexxes, that Painter 79 ei? 
fo renowned, e/Eternitati pingo, [paint for eternity. _ 


LV. Follow the connſcl of S. Thomas ; Do every Courſe! = 
ation in the virtue of 7eſ725 Chriſt, deliring to have $_ Temas, 


V. Finally, To ſwim in a ttrong ſtream, you muſt 60 all the good intentions and affections of the Church, 


fortifie your ſelf againſt all humane accidents, as are 
the hurly-burlies of Fortune, (which ina moment 
thruſt a man down to the bottom of the wheel) ba- 
niſhments, impriſonments,ſhipwracks,loſs of goods, 
infamous «accuſations even of -Innocency it ſelf: 


/ crimes, calamities, death of friends, near kindred , 


fathers, mothers, brothers , children, and all thar 
which hath ſadneſs, and horrour in Nature, Out, 
alas ! what Jightnings , rhunders, tempeſts on all 


Militant and Triumphant. Do it, as4t thereon de- 

pended the praiſe of God , the good'of the-whole 3;,* 0 
world, all your bappineG, and as if it were to ©. 
ſet a Seal on all your- Works, 

V. Begin from the evening the purpoſe of good ,, ;covide 
works, which you are to perform che next day,what on_:be 
points you ought to-meditate on,” what vice you £1.05... 
ſhould reſiſt, what virtue exerciſe,” what affairs you co come: 
are to handle, to make all appear in'iits proper time, 


ſides? Whar traps, what ſnares ? O man ( miſerable 29 with a well-matured providence. Ir is the chread of 

Ariadne, which guideth our ations in the great la» 

byrinth of time; otherwiſe,all runneth to contuſion, - 
| VI, Have 


creature) drenched in the water of thy rears, which 


are more familiar to thee, then rhe ſea and rivers to 
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Diligence VI. Have ſo much curioſity in you, as ſometime 
inthe to know of what colour the day-break of morning 
Morning js, outſtrip the {teps of light, according to the coun. 


ſel of the Wiſe-man, to praiſe God. Take good 
heed, leſt you imitate that hog Epicxrus, who boaſt- 


ed, he had waxed old without ever beholding the 
Sun riſing or ſetting, It is a good cuſtom to riſe in 
the morning, bur very difficult to perſwade women 
ſo, and all the Antipodes of nature,who change day | 
into night, and night into day. That famous Ape/. 1© with grace, light, and courage, to reſiſt thoſe ſins,to 


lozims, held in bis time for an Oracle of the world, 
coming very early in the morning to Yeſpaſiay's 
gate,and finding him awake,conjeRured thereupon 
that he was worthy to command an Empire, and faid 
'Avie to one, who accompanied him: Vndeubtely,this may 


deter. mwillbe Emperonr, ſeeing he is ſo early a ſtirrer. 


Three V 11. All that, which you are to diſpoſe the day 
ears of Unto, is divided into three Patts , Devotion, Buſi- 
neſs, Recreation, Devotion muſt carry the torch, 


the Day. 


and open the door to all our actions. 


Awaking. Y[TI. Make account at your firſt awaking to 
ive all the firſt fruits of your faculties, ſenſes, and 

Tations to the divine Majeſty. Let the Memory 
preſently put ic ſe!fin mind, that it ought to do the 

work of God. Let the Underſtanding caſt a conſide- 

ration upon its Creator, like a flaſh of lightening, 

Let the Will be enkindled with his love. Let the 

Heart ſhoot forth ſome fiery ſhafts, ſome deſires, 

and ſome affetions wholly celeſtial. Ler the Mouth 


20 on of Saints, wherewith your prayer ſhould be ſea- 


Prafice of daily Ations, Part rx; 
to enlighten it with eternal vericies , to the Holy 
Gho!t your Will, to heatit with his holy ardours : 
— your body to the Bleſſed Virgiz,to preſerve 
it under the ſeal of puricy, 

Centrition,in general for all ſins, and particularly 
for ſome vices, and imperfeQions, which moſt ſur- 
charge you,with a firm purpoſe to make war againſt 
them, and extirpate them with God's afliſtance. 

Petstion, not,to offend God mortally, nor to fail 


which you are moſt inclined. To praftiſe thoſe 
virtues, which are moſt neceſſary for you, To be 
| an—_ and governed this very day by the provi- 

ence of God in all that may concern the weal of 
your ſoul, body,and things external. To participate 
in all the good works, which ſhall be done in che 
Chriſtian world, To obtain new graces, and fuc- 
cours for the neceſſities of your neighbours; whom 
you then may repreſent, and this by the interceſH- 


ſoned, It is then co very good purpoſe to ſpend 
ſome quarter of an hour at the leaſt in reading ſome 
ſpiritual book, imagining it as a letter ſent trom 
God to you for direRion of your actions. 


X. When you put on yu apparel, toacknow- Cloaking. 


ledg your great ſervitude, fo to ſerve with much 
induſtry the moſt abjet and brutiſh part of man, 
To think, you garniſh a body, which even this very 
day may bea putrified rottenneſs, What time, and 


and Tongue endeavour to pronounce ſome vocal 30 diligence had Fezabe/ uſed in the laſt day of her life 


prayer to the moſt holy Trinity. Let the Hands fi 

re on the forehead and breaſt the Sign of the 

* ©  Crofſs, ſince they are lifted up to heaven. Let the 
Arms and Feet ſhake off the ſluggiſhneſs of ſleep, 
asS. Peter did the chains at the voice of the Angel. 
Behold a good beginning, how to offer one's ſelf to 
God. The hair was pulled from the Vitim,and put 

into the fire, before it was ſacrificed, fo muſt you 
draw away at your awaking thoſe ſlighter ations, 


to give beginning to your Sacrifice, 


IX. This Action ſhould ſerve as a Preparative to 
another more long and ſerious devotion, which you 
are to make in your cloſet, when firſt you come our 
of your bed. It you have ſo gorgeous garments to 

ut on, that neceſſarily you muft beſtow ſome nota- 

le time to dreſs you, it is a miſerable ſervitude. 

Obſerve you not it ſhould be deneto render your 

Exerciſe tribute to God ? Then cloath your ſelf indifferent. 
ly, as much as ſhall be neceſſary for comelineſs, 
and health. Afterward *with bowed knees uſe five 50 1n the corner of an houſe, 
to be pra- MINgs, Adoration, T hanksgiving, Oblation, Contri- 


of whe 
Morning. 


Five things 


Qiſed. tion, and Pctition, 


Adcratien in adoring God, proſtrated on the earth, 
reſounding like a little firing of the world's great 
Harp, and offering to the Creator this whole 'uni- 


verſe, as a Votive-table hanged upon his Altar, 


wholly reſigning your ſelf ro his will. For this aR 
it is very expedient to uſe the Hymn of the three 
Children in the fornace, who called all creatures, as 


by a check-ronl, to the praiſes of God. 


T hank giving for all benefits in general, and par- 
ticularly for that you have happily paſſed over this 
night. The Church furniſherh us with an excellent 
formof Thanksgiving in the Hymn Te Deam lax- 


damns. 


Oblation of your faculties, ſenſes , funRions, 
thoughts, words, works, and of all that you are,re- 
membering the ſentence of S. Fohn Chry/oftows, That 


T he worſt avarice is to defrand God of the «blation of 


ro adorn and deck a body, that was trampled un. 
der the feet of horſes, and gnawn by dogs ſome - 
tew hours after ? 


Maſs muſt be heard at a due hour, inthe manner MaG+ 


before related : and that is a moft eſpecial a& of de. 
Vor1on, 


X I. The ſecond employment of the day is in affairs. 


the affairs, which one managerh, whether it be for 
the publick, or for your own particular, in the go- 


40 vernment of your tamily, or diſcharge 'of ſome Of- 


fice, A good buſineſs is a good devotion , and no- 
thipg is ſo much to be feared as idlenefs, which is a 
very Ant-heap of ſins. He, whotaketh pains (faid 
the antieyt Fathers of the deſert) zs rempted but by 
one Devil ; he that 15 idle by them all. There isno 
perſon ſo noble,or eminenr, that ought not* to finde 
out ſome employment. If iron had the-reafon of 
underſtanding, it would tell you, it better loyed ro 
be uſed by much exerciſe, then to ruſt and conſume 


X II. Inthe practiſe of charges,offices, affairs,to 
uſe knowledg, conſcience, dexterity, diligence. Know- 
leag, in learning that, which is profitable to be 
known for the Afharte of duty, informing one's 
ſelf of that, which cannot be gueſſed at, in Arr 
counſel,examining and weighing it with mature de- 
liberation. Conſciexce,. in adminiſtering all things 
withintegrity according to laws, both divine and hu- 
mane.Dexterity,in doing all things diſcretely, peace- 


60ably, with more fruit then noiſe. In ſuch manner, 


that one ſhew not anxiety in affairs, bur like thac 
Prince,of whom in antient time one ſaid, That in 
the moſt buſie occupation he ſeemed ever to have 
the greateſt vacation. Diligexce,obſerving occaſions 
well and performing every thing in time, and place. 

He,that bath never ſo little ſpirit,and good diſpo.. 
ficion, ſhall always finde wherein ro employ himſelf, 
principally in the works of mercy, both ſpiritual,and 
remporal, amongſt ſo many objects of our neigh. 


your ſelf. Offer to God the Father your Memory, 70 bour's miſeries | 
X11. Time of repaſt, recreations, ſports, and gecreati- 


co repleniſh it with profitable and go«d things, as a 


+ veſſel of election , tothe Son your Underſtanding, 


viſits ſhould be-very regular, for fear nature be nor on. 
diſ- 


Spiritual 
Ecſion, 


Book 3; - 


traction, - curioſity, ſcoffing . Lerthecon- 
yerfation be asa file to ſmooth and cleanſe the ſpi- 
rit, and ever to adapt it to its proper fundtions. 
Eleratin | | XIII. Oneſhould notin affairs, recreations, re- 
God. retirements, omit at ſome times to elevate his heart 
to God by jaculatory prayers. Happy are they,who 
in every hour of the day do make unperceivably 
ſome lirtle retrait in their hearts, caſting their 'eys 
like alightning-flaſh upon the hour vaſt ,and fore- 
ſeeing the direQtion of the next. Above all, after 
diner it is fit to reenter into one's ſelf,, and ro ſee 
the good order, which hath been given for the exe. 
cation of the morning's good purpoſes. i 
XV. In the evening before you go to bed, you 
are to uſe examen-of conſcience, Litanies,and orher 
vocal prayers,with the preparation of the medirati- 
on of rhe next day, happily to ſhut up the day with 


Erening. 


a&s of Contrition, Faith, -Hope, Charity, Prayers 20 


for the living and.dead. Thereupon ſertle your ſelf 
to ſleep with ſome good thought,to the end,accord- 
ing to the Prophet, your night may be lightned with 
the beauries of God. If any interruption of ſleep 
happen, markit out with jaculatory prayers and 
elevations of heart,as antiently the Juft did,who for 
this cauſe were called The crickets of the night, This 
doing,you fhall lead a life repleniſhed with honour, 
io fatisfation towards your ſelf, and ſhall each 
day advance one ſtep forward to eternity, 

The Marks, which amongſt others may give you 
a good hope of your Predeſtination, are principally 
ewelve. 1. A lively, ſimple, and firm Faith, 2. Pu- 
rity of heart, which ordinarily is free from grievous 
ſins. 3. Tribulation, 4. Clemency , and Mercy, 
5. Poverty of ſpirit diſengaged from earth, 6. Hu. 
miliry. 7. Charity towards your neighbour. 8. Fre- 
quenrtation of the Sacraments of Confeſſion and 
Communion, 9.Love to the word of God. 10. Re- 
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diſſolved ina lazy and beſtial life,greatly unworthy 

ot a noble heart. Away wp 3 wag play, de- 
, babling 
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But,if the Divine Providence would haye pleaſed to 
have made choice of other means for this increaſe, 
he had created millions of men in the beginning of 
the world like unto Angels,and not one man alone, 
nor one ſole woman, who were ſet in the front of 
all Nations, of pnrpoſe vo produce thetowith that 
progreſs of time and fuccefion, we therein obſerve. 
I pronounce, marriage'had been without the: ar- 
dours and diſturbances. of concupiſcence, the pains 


to of child-bearing, difloyalty, riots, and diſcontents : 


bur rather. entertained. with a: tender love of the 
man towards the woman, and a perfe& obedience 
of the wife'rowards the husband , with ſweet edu- 
cation of children, free from poyerty, loſs, and all 
ſorts of: troubles, Chriſtian R eligian-endeayoureth 
to recal wedlock to thei purity of the firſt inftituti- 
on, wlulit good liking accordeth | with the: com- 
mandments of God; and the immutable Laws of 
eternal Juſtice,” | 

There is a moſt remarkable thing wtitren of the 
Peach-tree, that, in Perþe,; which was the firſt and 
only place heretofore ot its own growth, it, was ve- 
nemous and mortal; -but, being carried andtranf- 
ported into other countreys, as Egypt, Greeed, Tta- 
ly, France , it wholly changed nature, and loſing 
with the country its malignity, bare, ard to this day 
beareth fruits reliſhed with much taſtefulneſs. The 
like is marriage, a ſtrange plant, if you leave it in 
its Province, that is to ſay, within the limits of Na- 


. 


30 ture, extremely paſhonare, and irregular ; beware 


of poyſon, and death'; but, if you tranſplant it into 
the Evangelical Law, and manure it ,with order, + *? 
continency, and that reſtriftion, which the Law of 
God dictateth to you, you ſhall derive deletion 
and profir from it, for the ſolace and ornament of 
humane life. Nay we muſt affirm, the exorbitancies, 
which now reign in. the world, and -which draw {0 
many miſeries along with thero,, make marricd peo- 
ple very often fee} moſt harſh conditions;; and fo 


ſignation of ſpirit to the Will of your Sovereign 40 render marriage a ſoy! as natural for Cares,-45 it is 


Maſter. 1r.Some remarkable Act of virtue exerciſed 
by you upon occaſion offered. 1 2. Devotion to our 
Bleſſed Lady : in honour of whom,you ſhall do well 
ro, obſerve daily three things. Firſt, ro preſent unto 
her an oblation every hour of the day of the Ange- 
ſical falutation, when, at the ſtriking of the clock, 
you recal your heart to your ſelf, Secondly, to ex- 
erciſe ſome mortification of mind or body, by ſome 
morive of the imitation of Yer virtues. Thirdly, to 


barren for roſes and violets. F >1e 
Marriage uow adays throughout the greateſt 
part of the world is a polie of rhorns, 'we know nor 
where to lay hold of it : on what fide fſoeyer it be 
rouched,it prickerh the fingers. Marriage is the ivy 
of 7onah, exteriourly yerdant with ſome apparance 
of chearfulnefs and delight ; but the worm of grief 
and anxiety gnav's the root within, Marriage is 
the plant, which the 7ndians call che rhorny bodkin ; 


give alms to her honor, either ſpiritual,or temporal. 50it is all over ſprinkled with ſtars, and therays of 


_ This havel-enlarged in a little Manual , called 
THE CHRISTI AN DIURNAL, 
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The thirty fourth SECT1oN. 


Of the Miſery of ill-governed Marriages, 
and to whom we may impute it. 


theſe ſtars are nothing elſe but prickles. Maidens 
take heed, one may think to gather a ſtar, wbo 
ſhall finde a ſharp thorn. 

Marriage is the balm:of Arabia, whereunto little 
Vipers haſten ro make their neſts : ſuch an one ſees 
the leaf, and ſents the good odour, who perceives 
not the little Serpents of a thouſand diſturbances, 
which lie hidden 4 Fran under.” 

Marriage is the. Iſland of dreams, of which the 


No libule T3 great evils in ill-managed marriages, made 60 Antients ſpeak, where a thouſand griets are pre- 


'e—"4 S. Gregory Nyſſen and S. 7obn _— ſay, 

ho o1's 

Deneh wedlock had not been invented, but to ſerve as 4 
» $o e 


$4 bod, Remedy for the wound of Concupiſcence, and 
cap. 30, that, if the firſt Authors of mankind had remained 
in'original Juſtice, the world would have been mul. 
tiplyed ina manner wholly Angelical, rather then 
by the ordinary ways of marriage. Notwithſtand- 
ing S. Azguſtine, and $S. Thomas, who diligently 
looked into it, aſſure us, —— was treated in 


ſented, covered at firſt with the veil of. pleaſure ; 

you would ſwear,they were littke Capids, who fay, 

Come to me young man, come to me: Come hither x/. 4/4 
fair maid , come hither. They are entertained, mf. 
they are courted, in an inſtant, they take off the {u«#. 
mantle, and appear, as they are, with ugly counte- 
nances, and horrid ſhapes. Marriage is a ſtormy ſea, 

where nothing is to be ſeen, but ruins, tempeſts, and 
ſhipwracks ; one cries mercy, and another, help, 


the ſtate of Innocency by natural ways, ſince Eve 70 ſave,if it be poſcible;and there are very few,who ar- 

rive at the baven without infinite hazard. 
Marriage is along pilgrimage, which findes but 
N 2 three 


was created before ſin, and given to manto ſerve as - 


a companion for him in the world's propagation, 


| 
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three hoſteries : the firſt is called falſe Pleaſure, the 
ſecond Repenrance, the third Calamity , and, if you 
go any farther, yon ſhall meer with Deſpair. 
The firſt difficulty there encountered is, that of 
a Free-man you, become a Bond-ſlave, and the fweer 
liberty, which Nature impreſſed 0 the heart of all 
living creatures, is the firſt Trophey you muſt hang 
Mulier fui wp over the Bridal bed : The wife (faith the Apoſtle) 
reflaren! men Bath no power over her own body , that jarieditticn is 


baber,ſed reſerved to the husband :' nor can the hnsband reci- 10 ty be therein, Jealoutie doth eaſily flide into it 5 tiaforms : 


re _ precally diſpoſe of his own body ; for it is in the power 
corports po- 0 the | Ee; . 


reftarcm no» Nay,id ſhe know into whoſe hands ſhe m_ - 
bat. edthis retious Treaſpre, it would be ſome comfort 
: Cor. 7.4. tO ſay thus rmiuch at the leaſt, If I be a Slave, I' will 
chooſe a good Maſter. Bur thou ſilly Maid, who haſt 
been ſo tenderly bred, and hatched up under the 
Wings of thy Parents as a chaſte Dove, art putinto 


the hands of an Husband, as into the tallons of a 


Faulcon. When he wooed thee as a Suitor, he made 20 coſt you.. They, who are tortured on the Rack, ſuf- awuen /er- 


ſhew of much mildneſs, he was a Lamb, nay rather a 
Wolf in a Sheep-skin. . No ſooner was' Marriage 
conſummate, but the Mask was taken off, he ſhewed 
what he was, a'Gameſter, a man Cholerick, Baſe, 
Barbarous, and Tyrannical, that held this wretched 
Dove ih his bloody claws, making her hourely va- 
pour out her life through the ſighs of her ſorrows. 
Young" man, who as yer art not fettered in the 
bands of Marriage, thou makeſt love to a Maid with 


infinite ſervices, and for that purpoſe thou learneſt 3© males, and all the wor'd ſees, they already are charg- 


to dance the Cinque-apzce, thou cloatheſt thy ſelf 
in Silk, and cutteſt thy Beard in faſhion, thou doſt 
criſp and comb thee, thoa doſt curl thy Hair, and 
knoweft not-thou ſeekeſt for a Maſter. Thou think- 
eſt thou haſt found a Pretious ſtone, but thou meet. 
eſt with a counterfeit : thou thinkeſt ſhe is a Lamb, 
butſhe proves a Wolf, yea a Serpent, which beareth 
Kull« #9; fire and flames : thou muſt take her at adventure, 
ceo /* and ſuchas ſhe is muſt keep her. Oxen and Aſſes 


ali cun- 


que venerit are tryed before they be bought (ſaith Saint Hie- 40 Fortunes. This pain perpetually ties you ro the 


vabents. rom) bur Wives are taken without notice of their 

contra Jo- humour and deportment, 

vin. Nay, which is worſe, this poor Maid with huge 
ſums purchaſeth her flavery. Fathers and Mothers 
have ſweat hard for the ſpace of twenty or thir 
years to amaſs a Portion : behold they have ed, 
decked, and adorned her like a Temple, and ſhe is 
led out with the ſound of Violins, as to the Galley, 
and many times thrown into the arms of an Hus- 


band,who waſteth all. And the Young man, to be» 50 of the toyls and perplexities of Marriage, drawn 


come a Slave, makes'a thouland journeys, offereth a 
thouſand fupplications, a thouſand thanksgivings, 
and as many falutations. Ah poor creatures ! if you 
be weary of your liberty, are there no Priſons, Ca- 
verrs, nor Chains more pleaſing ? 

Galley-ſlaves, who toil at the Oar, hope after 
hve years, after ren years, or ſome term preſcribed 
them, to be diſcharged trom bondage. The ill- 
Married are enforced to expe death for freedom 
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Stenches, Itis the very like, when an Holy and Pi- 
ous Wife meets with an Husband Impious, Wicked, 
and Unnatural : ſhe, alive by Grace and Vircue, is 
joyned to a rotten Carrion , which intolerably ' 
tormenteth her : and, if ſhe in ſuch occaſion exer. 
ciſe Patience, ſhe gains ſo many Crowns,as there be 
hours in every day. 

Let us paſs further, and not here conceal ſome 24» facie 
R oſes of Marriage mingled among Thorns; 1f Beau- "win 
and doubtleſs itis more aimed at, and is more & if 
ſubject to be ſurprized by temptations, if chere be 9 '* 
Detormity, it much altereth the band of affections. popu vera 
If there be Riches, and ample Fortunes, they are {= 
expoſed to much Embroylment, great Travel, and yo. rol 
infinite Peril; for the ſtrokes of Thander ruin not 94 1s 
any thing ſo often, as the tops of high Steeples. 1f 55.7 yo 
there be Poverty, itis: a miſery intolerable, Are naw. Pau 
there Children? Wives, you know how dear they {1-7 


fer nothing in compariſon of a poor creature, who !7/90#- 
is conſtrained to be delivered ot ker Fruit by a Tra» peri arifs 
vel extraordinary , hideous , painful, and often- #7 þ«6e, 
times in ſeeking to give lite to another, ſhe there 

leaves her own. This ſometime happeneth, becauſe 

thoſe Children come into the world laden with Be- 

nefices, Mitres, and Crofters. Abuſe preceeds 

Birth ; they are Fathers beforethey are Children. 

It is not yet known whether they be Males or Fe- 


ed with Eceleſiaſtical Livings. Mothers, you ſtill 
bear them in your entrails, their fortunes, their ac- 
cidents, their maladies, their deaths, through a re- 
fleRion of Nature, imprint on your hearts all their 
paiſſons, all their diſaſters : you are transfixed with 
as many Martyrdoms,as evils happen to your Chil- 
dren, nay, ſhould all ſucceed proſperonſly,and ac- 
cording to the courſe of Nature, yet muſt you a ſe. 
cond time produce them to Honours, Eſtates, and 


Rack: to have them upon your hand, and not 
wherewith to provide for them , is avery ſenſible 
ſorrow, yet richly ro endow them is to give them 
wherewithal to enkindle their Luſt, entertain Diſo- 
bedience, and cheriſh Vice, You think after your 
Travels they will afford you the like,who oftentimes 
prove Lond: Ungrateful, and malicious Wretches, 
that waſte the Wealth you amaſled for them, asir 
were on your Tombs. Behold the lender ſcantling 


from the DoEtrine of holy Fathers! I wonder not 
at all, thoſe antients in the Ceremonies of Marriage 
carried before the Bride a Torch made of Black= 
thorn, and never of any other wood, to teftifie 
Wedlock was repleniſhed with difficulties very 
thorny. Nor-ſhall1 any more admire their Cuſtom, 
who in like manner cauſed the new Wife to touch 
Fire and Water. For, to ſay truly , ſhe paſſeth 
through the boyling ardours of many Dolours, 


from their Fetters; and there is not any Deity, to 60 through the waters of infinite many aflictions, and 


which they offer more Vows and Candles, then to 
Death , which is notwithſtanding the terrible of 
terribles. 

I give you leaveto think, when two contrary hu- 
mours meet, as Fire and Water, an boly man with a 
ſpiteful and an immodeſt Wife, or a noble Spouſe 
witha wicked Husband, what an affliction 1t. is. 
Saint Arg»ſtine relates, that certain Thieves, cruel 
and bloody,to torture Captives, reſolved on an ex- 


many repeat that Verſicle, when ſhe hath met with 
ſome eaſe : 7 have paſſed through Fire and Water, x... man. 
and thou haſt ſet me in repoſe and comfort. ivinus per 
Now, itis not ſufficient to have expreſſed the 577% © +: 
inconveniencies of Marrige, if we alſo declare not {1axiti 
the caules and remedies thereof: and this (Rea- #* _— 
der) is the reaſon, why I deſire yo to proceed in” 
your attention, Men, who will always conclude to 


their own adyantage, ſpeaking of this matter, calt 


ecrable Barbariſm, which was, to joynandftraight- gall upon women, and ordinarily affirm, we muſt 


ly tie alive body-with a dead , and fo let the poor 
Patient expire amoBgſt Ordures, and inſupportable 


not ask from whence the evils of Marriage come: it 
is enough to fay, one cannot be Married without a 
Wife, 


Book 3: 
Wife, and that Woman isthe ſource and ſeminary 
of all the miſeries and diſaſters, which happen in 
this affair. 

Behold a very ſlippery place ! what ſhall we an- 
ſwer ? It ſeems, that generally to condemn women, 
were to produce'more teſtimonies of Paſſion, then 
marks of Judgment. They are the Mothers of men 


* by Nature, Nurſes by Charity, and (as it were) 


i=mifit De» If we now will conſult with the Antients, both Greek. 


us ſoporem 
n Adam : 


colmque ob- 


Hand-maids by Patience. It is the devout Sex, the 
Sex of.Compailion and Pitie, They daily do many 
goo things, they ſuccour the neceſlicies of the poor, 
they viſit Hoſpitals,Priſons,the Sick , they repleniſh 
Churches,and edifie Families with examples of Pie- 
ty,and can you then ſpeak ill of them? Notwithſtan- 
ding, as we are not tg flatter them, fo it is undoubt- 
ed, that thoſe, who have once religned themſelves 
to evil, and become Libertines in fin, are the cauſe 
of many ills, and praQtice much frailry in their Sex, 
and cunning in their Behaviour, to diſturb Families, 
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thereſs of her race,made a bridg for Satan to paſs in- 
to the world,and needs would lodg himin herheart, 
whom God had confined to the deep Pit of Hell. - 

Others, who have proſtituted themſelves to evil 
for theſe five thouſand fix hundred and thirty years, 
that the world hath circumvolved,bave ated, upon 
this =_ Theatre of many forfns, ſo many bloody 
Tragedies,that they makeHiſtories to bluſh therear. 
The daughters of 'Loth, the Thamars, Athaliahs, 


10 7ezabels, Vaſthis, Helenas, F redegundas approve 


it, and their aſhes alſo inceſſantly produce others 
into the world, Work-miſtreſſes of all miſchief. 

Alaſs, Mothers! Inftrut your Daughters well 
whilſt they are young, breed them up in the fear of 
God, frame them to duty, imprint on their tender 
hearts, as with a ſearing-Iron, the love of Chaſtity, 
—_ in their Behaviour, and devotionin their 
SOuIs, 


And you, Young men,who ſuffer your ſelyes to be 


and the affairs of the world, if not guided by virtue. 20 cheated and deceived by impudent women, permit- 


and Latine, they will tell us wonders , but lex us 
hearken to Holy Scripture, and Fathers. Firſt in Ge- 


ting them to bewitch you with Love-drinks, and 
wicked attzatives, open your eyes,and behold the 


JOT 


.Precipice before you, and then I doubr not you will | 
abhor it. Truſt not their familiar converſation, and fan 
dalliances; know they are full of danger, and that giutinun «4 
there is not any can reſiſt them without the particu- 24 


lar grace of God. Strength little availeth; the Samp- jiers, aug. 


dormiiſſe, ge 5 (chap. ii.) where the creation of Woman is de- 
tolit wnam 


 cofti e3us, Clared,it 1s ſaid, that God cauſed a profound (leep to 
& replevs ſteal upon Adam and that, he. being aſleep, he drew 
camemp7* woman out of his fide. Theſe words are yery con- 


£4, & adi- 


ficavit Deus iderable. 


What meaneth it, that God, before he 


ſons ſunk to the __ : Wiſdom is to ſeek, the $0- 
fn, vi made Woman, cauſed (leep to ſteal into the eyes of /omoys fell: Valour therein is ſhort, the Davids 
—_— Adam? | will not here tell you, that ſome have 30 found it ; SanRiity is not free from their Batteries, 
Adam,p«r- Gloſſed, that he could not bave admitted this pro- the Z1liſbaes were perſecuted by women, and the 
—_ - duction of Woman in any other manner : but 1 af- oh» Baptiſts therein loſt their heads:that venerable « * 


mcrevitin firm with the Septwagint, this ſleep was an extaſie, 
ſentuarinm with Saint Augnſtine, that it was a rapture;and with 


a, 
Angzaſt.lib. 


others, a trance of Spirit : for he then had need e- 


face, thoſe eyes enflamed with heavenly rays, which 
won reverence from the wildeBealts of the Deſert, 
could not mollifie a female Dancer, That wiſe head, 


9:de Geneſ. nouph to fortifie himſelf with conſideration, fince where the Maxims of eminent virtues reſided, was 
nyImn Woman came into the world, who would bid him taken from the ſhouMlers of a Saint,carried in adiſh 
Aquia. many battels, Poor Adamfell into an Apoplexy, to a Banquet by the Sacrilegious hands of a ſhame- 
Kam into a Convullion, into Swooning fits, as already leſs woman. That tongue, from whence diſtilled a 
es. feelingthecroſs Thwartings, Paſſions, and AMiRti- 40 ſtream of Honey, was pricked and pierced with 2 
Symmacb. ons, he ſhould receive from Woman. Bodkin, wherewith the wretch uſed to curl her hair. 
8& i. Moreover who can bur admirethe Phraſe, which =Now,according to the counſel of Saint Chryſoftowe, 


cideniam the Scripture uſeth in this Creation, where is ſaid 


iþiritss. 


Woman was bxi/t, Good God ! What meaneth this ? 
Thou already had{t erc&ed ſo many goodly Build- 
ings, Heaven and Earth, the high and low {tations 
of the world; thou hadſt created Adam with a plen- 
riful concurrence of many parts : and yet the Scri- 
pture ſaith nor, thou then didſt build, but, when Wo- 
man was to be created, God bai/t, God made his 
firſt piece of ArchiteRure. And why ? It is becauſe 
Woman is a houſe, wherein the heart of man ſhould 
inhabit, who is, alaſs! there but roo often Captive? 
Oris it, that a Woman coſts as much in making, as 
a fair Houſe > To build an houſe you muſt have ſo 
much-Sand, Lime, Stone, Timber, Iron-work, Ma- 
nufaQures, Hands, ſtrokes of Hammers, Maſons, 
Carpenters; and, to dreſs and attire a Woman, ſo 
many Coifs, Kerchiets, Cawls, ſo many falſe Hairs, 


take into your hands this bloody head, ask of ir, O 
head, which ſhould never die, who hath dfenched 
thee into the wanneſs of death > Who hath bathed 
thee in this blood > Who hath pur out thine eyes, 


the Torches of the ele&, and Thunder-ſtrokes of 


the wicked > Who hath layed an eternal filence on 
thac Tongue, which firſt of all announced the King- 


50 dom of Heaven? The love of women. Lions and 


Tigers reverenced me in Wilderneſſes, and Women 
maſſacred me in a King's Palace, women mingled 
my blood with wine, and made meas a pompous 
morſel of their Tragical Banquets. Al 

When I fay this, I not onely accuſe women, bur 
Carnal men, who ſuffer themſclves to be allured,and 
ſurprized with ſotriſh love, and trampling under 
foot the honour of God, the preſence of Heaven 
and Angels, the conjugal bed, and faith promiſed to 


Paintings, Gowns, Perticoars, Chopins, Verdingals, 60 their Wives,wallow themſelves in execrable adulte- 
ries, which fill Families with Opprobrie, Confuſion, ' 


Whale-bones, ſo many Carcanets, gold Chains, 
Jewels, Gems, Attendants, that a Houſe were 
almoſtas ſoon built, as a Woman furniſhed. 
Whardoth ſhe,when ſhe is built ? Saint Auguſtine 
ſaith, ſhe becomes the Scholar of a Serpent, the gate 
of Sin, the fountain of Frrour, and the ruſt of Pie- 
iy ? Good God! What urhappineſs is this ? If 
rom the {ide ot man a flaming Dart or keen Sword 
had been drawn, they would have done leſs hurt, 
then an evil Woman, which I ſpeak withour preju- 
dice of the Virtuous, The firſt Woman angrateful 
towards God, a Traitoreſs to her Husband, a N*ur- 


_ andTragedies , why ſay 1 Families? nay, King- 


domes, and Empires : and, if we will examineit, we 
ſhall tinde the greateſt. part were turned topſie- 
turvie by fooktſh love. 


O you that ſigh, hearing ſpeech of the furious | 


diſorders this unkappy fin brings into the world, I 
beſeech you with Saint Pas!, by the very bowels of 
our Lord's mercy, offer your bodies to God as an 


70 Hoalt lively, holy, and acceptable to the Nivinity , 
and you eſpecially,who are in the ſtate of Marriage, 
entertain your beds honourable and chaſte, cement- 


IOZ 


ted with a perpetual knot of faith, love, and peace, 
that God may pleaſe thereon perpetually to ſhower 
down from on high his holy benedictions, and, after 
the courſe of this painful life, crown you with com- 
forts inthe glory of the Bleſſed. 


_—— 


—_— 


The thirty fifth SECT10N. 


That the evils of Marriage ought not to be im- 
puted to Sex, but Sin; and of the diſorders 
tummitted in this Sacrament. 


F the unhappineſs of Marriages proceeded only 
] from women, we might nece CO 
were alwaies unfortunate, as never being without a 
woman : but ſince experience daily teacheth, there 
are of them excellently governed, we muſt not im. 
pure to the condition of Sex that, which proceeds 
from the vice of depraved Nature. Though the 
| # reat Elogies on the virtuous, that they are able to 

"A dazle calumny,and enlighten virtue. One while wo- 
SLacerna manis called A !amp, which ſbineth 'on a holy candle- 
gar ftick. A title only given to-perſons eminent, as it 
brum ſan- was (aid of Saint Fohn Baptiſt, He was a burning and 
Ben 621 reſplendent _ The body of this lamp is the rib, 
Era: (w- Created by the hand of a great Workman , the ſoul 
cena 4" o is the fire of it, virtue the light, grace the oy], devo. 


dens & lu- ' 
i, tion the match and nouriſhment, and marriage the 


Tie HOLY COURT. 


Inſlrutions for the Marricd, Part 1, 


the means of women. Deſire you prudence in them? 
Behsld a poor Thekoaite, who treaterh with King 
David of Abſalom's reconciliation, with ſuch dexte- 
rity, thatſhe obtained whatſoever ſhe asked, See 
in the hiſtory of Xſther, how, by the treachery of 
Aman, words were drawn out of ſcabbards, to be 
thruſt into the throats ofan infinite number of poor 
innocents,throughout all the Provinces of the King- ' 
dom : at which time God raiſed a young captive, an 


10 Ether, who fo well knew how to temper the ſpirit 


of this harſh and haughty King, that ſhe made him 
open his ears to ; copgenne 4 and ſhut them up from 
flattery and cruelty : withold the wings of thunder 
already ſhot over the heads of thoſe poor Citizens, 
and turn them againſt the guilgy.If you among them 
ſeek for juſtice, the hiſtory of the antient Gamls will 
ſhew you, that antiently they decided differences 
among people , and often ſtaid arms ready to en- 
counter, planting the Temple of peace in- the midſt 


Scripture condemn evil women, yet it beſtoweth fo 2© of furiesand liberty of arms. Yea, God himſelf for 


the government of his people was pleaſed ro make 
uſe ofa Debora , whom the Hebrews called by the 


name of a Bee,for her wiſdom, valour,and induſtry, Z'<* Þe- 
You will perhaps think ſtrength is wanting in this 77opuces, 


ſex : Behold 7«dirh,who conſecrated her victorious Judic. 4.4. 
hand to the defence of her country ,and,ſlaying Ho- Tu gloria 


Hieruſalem 
loftrnes, defeated a whole Army ſpread over Zadea, ts («iris 


and ſurging on every ſide like a furious deluge, And '**:'* 


he norifpcen= 


if you will thereuntoadd the hiſtories of later times, 11a pops 


Joan. s.55- holy candleſtick whereinto it is put. Another-while 30 ſee a ſheepherdefs, a ſimple maid, commonly called "7 9%« 


Sie 54: ThE 1s called a Sun : As a Swn (aid the Wiſe-man) 
oriens Bung Tiſing in the world from the palace of 'God, Whereby 
doin aliſs he would have us to underſtand, that a ary ſhould 
94.2% fo neer approach to the Divinity, that ſhe was to 
poſſeſs the higheſt place above Angels, Threnes, 
Virtues, and all Intelligences. Sometimes the ſame 
Scripture, to declare the rank, a virtuous woman 

holds in the world, preſenterh unto us a balance ; in 

one ſcale a woman, and in the other all the riches of 


feaſts wi- 


Feaune Pucille , who oppoſed her ſelf as a wall for 7iuer, 
the defence of this Kingdom againſt Z»g/zh Arms, Judith 15+ 
with ſuch military proweſs, that ſhe ſeemed to bear ** 
fire, blood, war, and vitory in her hands. | 
Let us then no longer ſay, that woman is the ſe- 
minary of evils happening in marriage , but rather 
that they are vices which proceed from both, when 
the husband and wife take the liberty of doing ill. 
The firſt diſorder is , that ſuch matches are al- 


the world, and a woman is /the weightieſt. A chaſ# 40 moſt never made, but for covetouſneſs. We do'nor 


Gratia fu- woman us 4 grate above all graces, admitting no come 
per gratiam Pars 6n.And, beſides Holy-writ,repleniſhed with the 
oma po" Virtues and remarkable acts of famous women , the 
eft digns Wiſe-man ſeems alſo to have undertaken asa task, 
continent'® the praiſe of women, in the Panegyrick of the one 
anm*. and thirticth Chapter of the Proverbs. There he 
compareth woman to a ſhip carrying victual from a 
far diſtant country, deſirous to ſignife , that ſhe is 
laden as much with virtues, as a ſhip with merchan- 


well to call this an iron Age, it is all compoſed of 

gold and filver, Heretofore marriages were made Si uxerers 
tor love, which cauſed them to be of a laſting con. 29*- ## 
dition, and to be indiffoluble : but now adaies ava- cas/z. 
rice alone predominateth,We thought love was the Hicron. # 
moſt powerful Archer of the world to transfix a Fd 
heart , but avarice is found to confront him. Had a 

maid now all that, which fools uſe to couch in their 


writings, the brows of ?«xo, the eys of Venres, the g.,1, jw 


dize. Do you ſeek for devotion in her , a moſt eſti. 50 hands of Afinerva, and feet of Thetzs : if ſhe be not farermne 


mable ornament of ſouls? Behold how the great 
Saint Angaſtine by ſingularity calleth this Sex, the 
devout Sex, Their firſt mother, as1 told you, was 

- Created in terreſtial Paradiſe, and they are perpe- 
tually at the gates of celeſtial Paradiſe, either pray- 

ing, or hearkening to the word of God, Were there 

not women, who accompanied our Saviour with his 

. holy Mather, in ſo many painful pilgrimages, ſuc- 
couring his neceilities, according to their abilities?8& 


rich , were ſhe Pandora her ſelf , if ſhe bring not mare 
where-withal to gild the hand of her husband, it is ; 
no match for him, 
And from henceit comes, that marriage is nor, 
asit were, marriage, but a mercinary traffick,aFair, 
a marker, where reaſonable creaturesare ſold like 
bruit bealls. Antient laws teſtifie , that hererofore 
nothing was given with maids in marriage, but their 
apparel, mean enough, I warrant you : it was for 


it is not a prodigy.rhat on the day of that bloody &.- 60 men, who ſought them, to endow them. This is pra- 


dolorous paſſion, which ſhook the pillars of heaven 
and made the Apoſtles fly, women were found,who 
followed the Son of God with heart, affeRion, pre- 
ſence, tears, ſighs, even to the foot of the Croſs : 
terrours of arms, fury of ſouldiers,carth rent in ſun- 
der with ſorrow, and Heaven wholly covered with 
darkneſs , unable to force affrightment into theſe 
ſouls ,toftop the current of their holy undertakings? 
Beſides, they have done ſo many ſervices to the 


Church,yea,ſo many-wonders,that not only Cities, ., 


but whole Kingdoms, have many times been con- 
verted, and brought to the knowledge of God , by 


Qiſed ſtill the new world, to wit, it; China. It is a 
reto have many daughters, men buy 
them with arge ſums of money , which they give +- 


tothe pareygthat breed them : row they purchaſe 
men, an buge portions buy their bondage. 
This makes their parents hair to wax griefly , and 
impoveriſhafh families, which fear to be over-bur- 


dened with daughters , becauſe one cannot be rid of 
them, nor drive them away ,but with a rod of ſilver, 
So much this miſchteyous avarice, this feaver of the 
heart , this voluntary frenzy hath prevailed upon 
the ſpirits of theſe times. And, were the maids in 

this 
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Book 3. The HOLY-C OURT. 
this caſe ſach as they ſhould be, ſeeing the covetouſ- 
neſs of men, they would rather reſolve to take God 
for an husband in the ſtare of virginity, then yield 
their bodies and riches up to an husband, who ſeeks 
after nothing leſs then themſelves. $. Hierom rela- 
teth an —___ aſſage of Martia , daughter of 
the great Caro, who ſaid, that among ſo many Gal» 
lants, as made love to her, there was not any fit for under the heavy burden of an houſhold charge upon 
an husband. Say the like, Vaidens: Avaunt mercena- her hand, daily fading and withering away like a 
ry husbands, who have the fever of money, marry 10 plant without juice or moiſture, ro live on gall and 
them to the Mines of Pers, and not to virtuous rears , and in the mean time, a diſloyal husband to 
| Maids. conſume in exceſs of diet and game ( the inſtru- 
The ſecond evil [ obſerve is Riot , which now ments of Syan ) that ſubſtance God gave him for 
adaics waſteth body, and goods, and becomes more the entertainment of his Family, - 
inſatiable then Hell. It is asked, why avarice ſway- O ungratelul and unnatural wretch, who, to give 
eth in Marriages, and wherefore husbands are ſo way to thy paſſion, —_—_— under-{oot the com- 
greedy of Portion ? becauſe indeed they ſtand in mandnz2nrs of God, and honour of marriage ! This 
need of it, to entertain the bravery and vanity of money, which thy cruel hand fo profulely ſcatcers in 
their wives Apparel. It is a prodigious thing to game, if thou wouldſt well nnderſtand, 1s the blood 
whart height this folly is mounted, Lawyers are 20 ofthis poor creature, which was ſo charily to thee 
much troubled to reckon up all the attires and trin- recommended : it is the ſweat of her Parents la- 
kets of women ;, what pain ſhall then the husband bours, they are her proper entrails, which thou 
ſuffer to buy them ? piece-meal teareſt in this tatal Dicing houſe, I do 
O Woman ! what makes thee ſo paſſionately ro not ſay, thou art an Homicide ; there 1s ſome diffe- 
deſire theſe gauderies? Thy firſt mother,whoſe gar. rence between thee and a murderer. The murderer 
ments were cut out by the hands of God, was con- inan inſtant taketh away life and bodily pain both 
rented to be clothed with skins, and now Seas muſt together : bur thou, who hiveſt in perperual Riots, 
be ſailed over, and the bounds of Elements broken, thou draweſt the vital parts from thisaMictedTurrtle 
to.ſeck out dreflings for thee, Miſerable that thou one after another, which thou .ovghteſt to love as 
art, who inordinately deckeſt thy ſelf, and for an ill 30 thy ſelf. Thou cutrelt the throat ot thy family , of 
rpoſe! Knoweſtthou not, thy garment is to thy thy poor and unhappy children,who are thine own 
body, as the plaiſter to the wound, or an Ivy-leaf blood, which thou ſhouldſt fervently affet, hadft 
to ſtop a Cautery ? S. 1/idore ſaid, Before ſin 4dam thou not renounced Nature, and entertained the 
and Eve were clothed with light : O pretious Ar. heart of a brute beaſt, for that of a man , what ſa 
tire! The Sun will have no other mantle then his 1, a beaſt's heart? The* Lamias have bared their Lame nw: 


own rays, nor the Roſe any other robe then her breaſts, they have given ſack to their young, and there yum 
ſcarlet ; becauſe Natyre hath ſufficiently adorned 


5 not any but the daughter of my people , Who us cynel !aftaverwne 
them. So Man,had he continued within the limits of as the Oftrich of the Deſert. Rs 
Original juſtice, would not bave wiſhed any gar. 


Inſtruf/ons to the Manrricd. 

The third diſorder is the diſcord,which proceed- 
eth from the ill government of men, from the ob- 
ſtinacy of women, and jealouſic of both. And verily 
we may affirm the ſleight vanities of wives are 
much more tolerable then the diſorders of men. It 
It is no ordinary folly, but rather a rage and mad- 
nels, to ſee a poor woman, full of children, groan 


Io3 


Knoweſt thou to wham S. Paul compares ſuch a far Goes 
ment but Innocency. Sin iscome, which hach by re. 40 man ? Toa Cannibal, tO a Barbarian ? No, he tellg/* Fro 
fcRion impreſſed an ugly ſcar both on ſoul and thee, heis worſe then an Infidel. 7f any one negleft ferns. 
body ; and needs muſt gold and (ilk be fought our to his own, and namely, his domeſticks,he hath reneunced Hier: 
involveit. A man an former Ages was ſeen, who, 


faith, and i become worſe then a Pagan. Thren.4+3. 
having feet of wood, ſhod them with golden Pan- 


Z > Sr quis ſts 
On the.other ſide, the obſtinacy of woman is an «wn. & 

tofles. Q miſerable and ridiculous vanity ! Woman 

doth the like to cover her wretched body, which 


horſe hard in the mouth, head. ftrong,untraRable : "<2i"* © 
one of theſe daics muſt putrifie, and which hath ze« made ofa bone, fince many times her head is fo "fd 
. : © 6 , . ut, E- 

hard , which brings infinite trouble ona family.The !7#;.: 
yea, marry, ifit could afford any comtorr and eaſe 59 mane ſhzpe, fer on her ſhoulders the head of the * Ti-F-b, 
ro.the body : but you ſhall many times behold a Sun: to ſhew, a virtuous wite ſhould have no other 


meſticorwm , 
ceived che wound of fin and death. All rhe moſt ex. of enfigels 
youns Gentle-woman groan,as at a torture, under wall, nor other intentions nor glory, then the will, 


and I can no longer wonder ({ ſaid one ) that ſhe was cram »o» 
quifite beauties of Nature muſt be drawn together, Antients, dreſſing up the ſtatues of the Moon in hu- 4erer-r. 
the weight of her garments , yet ſhe for all this will 


have, and adore her own puniſhment, The great 


Chancellour of Exgland,& gloriousMartyr,SirT ho- 


mas Moor, was he not pleaſantly diſpoſed, when he 
faid to one, who complained of heat : Ah filly crea- 


ture | what wonder is it 2 Thou carrieſt upon thee 
Medows, Vine-yards, Mills, Manſtons,and Iſlands, 


intentions, and glory of her husband, if they be rea- 

ſonable. It is the doftrine of $. Pax! to the Epheſfi- Muticre: 

ans , That wives ſhould be obedient to their husbands, *'* {* 

as to Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, becauſe the husband 1; ns. fin 

head of the wife, as Chriſt of this Charch. | n9 quem am 
Bur if ſhe withdraw and difunite her ſelf from 7 7 


eſt mulierts, 


this ty of obedience, and inceſſantly vex her huf. jeu hrs; 


Dow in the value of Jewels: how canſt thou poſſibly be 60 band with her obſtinacy, this will be ro him a mar. #« <4! 


peceasry cool? This was the cauſe why Tertaltian complained 
wn grande hefore him: A little Cabinct makes ſhew of a 
profe lin? large patrimony. T Went) three thouſand Crowns are 
feftenium disburſed for one rope of Pearls. A woman 5 neck puts 
——_ on Boas, and Iſlands, and her ears,wh ch are ſo curi- 
inſulas te- 08s, Waſte ample Revenues. 

ners cervix But the matter moſt ro be lamented is, that it 
ferr-grac"s! often happens, the ſervile and unforcunate husband 


ze: calenda- buys all this bravery at the charge of the poor, and 


et ecclefie, 


tyrdom almoſt inſupportable. The rocks of Caxca- x 
ſus are much gentler then a wicked woman : which 
verily you may ſee in the hiſtory of 7b, ro whom 
the evil Spirit granted a wife to berthe accompliſh- 
ment of his afflitions. For this holy man, after the 
lob of his large poſſeſſions, fo ſtrange, fb fudden,fo 
dreadful; after his poor children were murdered 
and undone, had for tomb the ruines of their own 
houſe ; after be ſaw himſelf changed into a ſcurff, 


viunm ox- - any perhaps wring theſe gorgeous garments , 70 covered over with ulcers, and placed on a dung-hull 


Tertul. De there will be ſome danger; the blood of the poor 


habits mu- Tr , 
Neri, may diſtil from it. 


before the eyes of a City, whereof he had been 
Lord, he then thonght the rage of Satan was fatis- 


fied; 


104 


Adlne per- 
Manes Mm 
firovlrerare 
tua ? Dene- 
fic Dev, & 
Moorere, 


4 bl hs. 


band inthisplighr, ſaid unto bim, Do you ſtill re- 
main in your ſimplicity ? Curſe God and die, | 
But amongſt all theſe diſorders, no influence 1s 
more malign then jealouſfie, which cruelly tortures 
marriages, when it hath'once bewitched the weak 
brain of man or woman, interpreting all the actions 
of each part in evil ſenſe, Why went ſhe to ſuch a 


place > Did ſhe not ſmile upon ſuch an one? Did 10 


ſhe not caſt a pleaſing glance npon ſuetfan one ? 
Why ſpake ſhe of ſuch an one? And why ſhewed 
ſhe compaſſion in ſech a man's miſhap ?, Queſtion- 


16 ſhe loves him, her affe&ions grow cold towards 


me. Behold the 1dol of falſe Zeal, whereof the Pro- 
phet Zzrgbicl ſpeaketh at the entrance into the 
Temple of Jeruſalem. 


Behold , how before the Temple of Marriage, 


which is holy and ſacred, man placeth the ſtatue of 
Tealoufie, and daily offers a thouſand ſacrifices of fi- 
niſter ſuſpicions , ill-digeſted fantaſies, purpoſes 
wicked and injurious, to the prejudice of one who 
is in heart both chaſte and modeſt, ; 

A woman oftentimes is made loyal by thinkin 
her loyal, ad he who doubts faith well obſerved, 
puts himſelf in danger to ruine it -by his ſuſpicion. 
There are ſome care not to forſake innocency,when 
they have loſt reputation, and when they entertain 
the opinion, thattheir actions ar? il! inrerpreted, they 
are in danger to do all ſorts of miſchief.1t is far bet- 
ter tO think well of an hundred taulty, then ill of 
one innocent, Jt is a notable mylitery ro judge of 
hearts, nor is it any wonder that God reſerved it 
to himſelf. Beſides, as jealouties are very prejudicial 


ro wedlock, ſo they cauſe many Tales and matter of 


merch to ariſe in aCity replete with curious people, 
who many times fatten themſelves with the nuſhaps 
of another : and it often happens, that from jeſtin 
they draw men and ſwords in revenge to a horri- 
ble Tragedies. Happy they who know how to -pre- 
vent by wiſdom all thoſe miſeries which may grow 
from malice and misfortune,or diſcretely corre& by 
patience, what prudence cannot avoid. 


The thirty fixth SEC TION, 


Very profitable Inſiruftions for the Married, 
arawn from the choice of Holy Fathers, and 
abbreviated in a ſhort Diſcourſe, 


Ow will I deſcend to Inſtructions ſuitable to 
this ſubje&, and let you know ( O husbands 
and wives) you ſhould greatly take heedin all your 
deportments, as well in the beginning, middle , as 


Th HOLY COURT, 
fied : bu he m:de uſe for the laſt piece of battery.of 
a ſpireful,and malicious woman, who ſeeing her hul- 


Inſ/rutens fer the Marricd, Part 1, 
part, I hold it unfit to be violent by Atrikirg at 


the reaſonable inclinations of children, for the ac- 


commodation of intereſt, otherwiſe, marriages are 
made withour love,to create love atterwards with. 
out marriage. It is a ridiculous thing to put wedded 
couples into the Nuptial bed , without any fore- 
knowledge, as if they had been brought thither in a 
ſack. Solikewiſe ſhould you not draw theſe treaties 
at length, leſt they drag with them ſome diſorder, 
and waſte love before the beginning thereof, Love, 
which commenceth by fervours of a fire of Tow, 
very often endeth in ce. Happy they-who have the 


blefling of ſucceſs, and are favoured irom above to + 


make an equal alliance between good hap and vir- 
tue. It was a great {implicity amongſt thoſe Anti- 
ents, who offered Sacritices to Fortune, to make 
their beards grow handſomly, and not to crave the 


benediRtion of God in their marriages, Fathers and Down & 


Mothers give riches ( ſaid the /;/e-man ) but a wiſe 


20 wife is properly the gift of God. If one have match. 


ed ill, he muſt correct by prudence, what wants of 


felicity. Beware, O husbands, for in this kinde of 


divitte dane 
Iur a paren- 
nius: a 

Domino aus 


tem propris 


#xor pri- 


life, which ſo ſtraitly ties you, you are accountable 4. 


to God, to your ſelves, to your wives, To God you 
owe a {incere conſcience, that you may ſerve him 
worthily in the vocation wherein he hath eftabliſh- 
ed you to become a member of humane ſociety, 


Beware you haſten not to marriage, asto aduty of 


Nature, ard not a Sacrament , if ſo, hs wed like a 


20 Sarazin, nota C hriftias. Thoſe, faith the Angel to 


T «bit, are in the power of the fiend A/modexs, who 
baniſh God from cheir hearts, and have no other 
intention in marriage, but to ſatisfie their brutiſh- 
neſs. Obſerve marriage as an invention of Almighty 
God , to produce man onearth, and to make ele& 
for heaven. Entertain it as a golden Mine, from 
which veſſels of Ele&tion are to be taken for the 0. 
ther world. Love your condition , and think-you 


Proy.19.14 


Tab.6.17, 


have a great privilege, fince you are to afford ' 


40 Heirs to your nouſes, Citizens to Cities, Religious 


to Monaſteries, and Angels to Paradiſe, Look upon 
God in the midſt between you both, ſince he perpe- 
tually beholdeth you : the nearer lines draw to the 
centre, the more they approach one to another : the 
nearer you are to God, the better ſhall you be uni. 
ted. 1f you build not the foundation of your houſe 
upon the {ear of his Divine Majeſty, and ſincere de- 
votion, you raiſe fortunes like a Co/ofſus of glaſs, 
which will ſhiver in pieces over your head. 

After you have reſigned this your conſcience to 
God, you owe to your ſelf the government of your 
ſenſes and uſe of reaſon. And (as it appears)you are, 
O men, ſtrictly bound in marriage, the more ro 
render your ſelves men, ſince God placeth you 


the end, It very much importeth to begin with a - therein, to afford mento the Chriſtian Common- 


good choice, and to enter with prudent conſidera- 
tion, and ſtrong reſolution unto the Sacrament of 
Marriage : for that ought a long time to be delibe- 
rared, which is to be done but once for the whole 


wealth. It is neceſſary you draw from the fountain 
of wiſdome, more wit, and more delight, ſince you 
are to make ule of it to enlighten a wife and chil. 
dren, who depend on your direRtion. 


lite, Whar ſenſe is thereto thruſt ſome forward up- 6 As for the duty of both, I finde, if Marriage be a 


on marriage with a Fork , when they have no dif- 
poſition thereunto, and divert others who are more 
notsbly called to this Kinde of life 2 Whar rigour of 
Parents, to tie young a by command to mat- 
ches, from which they have infinite averſion? Is is 
not enough to have the contentment of ſage dire- 
ction over a free-will, without uſurping a petty ty- 
ranny upon the fun&tions of Nature ? | do not tell 
vou, you mul: readily obey all thoſe who marry by 
the eye, without calling reaſon to counſel,or having 
any ocher guide in a matter of ſo great importance, 
then the exorbitancy of their ſenſuality. Bur for my 


Lilly,it muſt bave fix leaves, which are ReFþett, Love, 
Loyalty, Support, Direftion, and Help. It is fit Love 
begin by a certain Regard, which man and woman 
ſhould bear one to another all the time of their lite, 
For the fun&ions of this ſociety permitring a great 
familiarity, if it be not counterpoized with a chaſte 
reverence, ſoGn degenerateth !;nto contempt. The 
wives Reſpet# ought to paſs even to obedience, 
which the Apoſtle $.Pa#! ſo punRually recommend. 


 Eth to Chriltians, and the husband's ſhould be mix- 


Alalter ole 
laterairs 


ed with a tenderneſs and moderation, to let him ww. 
know, God drew woman out of his fide , to make 
, er 


Gloſſ, is 
Gen. 


Book 3. 


her his companion , and not his ſlave. 

[t is good for the entertainment of this reſpect, 
that both of them accuſtom to conceive a good opi- 
nion of each other's abilities : for where there is dif- 
efteem, honour will hardly be found , becauſe it is 
tied to worth, as the ſhadow tothe body. For this 
purpoſe they muſt endeavour to cover the defects 
they may have by nature, by other virtues in their 
power; and to perſevere ina belief of ſufficiency 
in each one's condition, 

To this reſpe& the Love is added, which ſhould 
be rendred, according to the precept ot S. Par/, in 
the matter of conjugal duty. For it is an intolerable 
thing, and wherein God may be grievoufly offend. 
ed, when a woman imagineth, that to be marricd is 
nothing elſe,but to have a Coach to her ſelf, ro buy 
Stuffs according to her own fantalie,, to become 
brave, and have no regard to obligations effential 
amongſt the married. But we may cruly affirm all 
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couple ſo accompliſhed, who have not vices,defects, 
and imperte&tions, which who prafiiſe hot co digett 
through Chriſtian Patience ſhell become not unlike 
a Sea-calf, ſaid to be always moody againſt bis fel- 
low. The Husband and the Wife areaipon the river 
called Life in marriage, as in a boat : it there hap- 
pen a leak, and it receive water, they muſt ſeek to 
liop it preſently,and,if you have nothing to put into 
it, rather ſer a foot upon it,then pierce round about 


10 it, ro make the leak wider, A word, or indiſcrete 


action hath eſcaped;ro what purpoſe is it to reproach 
or. pick quarrels with a man, or woman, upon it on 
all occaſions? Rather uſe the ſpeedieſt remedies, 
you may; and,if none be at hand, bury itin filence. 

|inally, know you enter into matriage for dire(F;- 
en, and afliſtarce , and, though direQion be princi. 
pally proper to man, notwithſtanding, it isa poor 
buſineſs to ſee a woman have neither care, nor go. 
vernment in her family, imagining ſhe, from morn. 


love of ſenſe is very low,ifit trend not to thoſe eter- 20 irg till night, ſhould have no other employment, but 


nal ſources of amities,which diſtil from the Paradiſe 
of God, and learn to love by grace, and reaſon, 
that,which is is to be loved.God,to cement this love 


T-+1sl. lib. together, drew woman out of man(faith Terrallian) 


De reſar. 
barn, 


Capm Aus 
Cat , COrpies 
ſequatur. 
Auguſt. 


as ſome part of a liquor from the veſſel, which con- 
tained it : he made wo of one, to put them both at. 
terward into one. Ic is to tear each other's fleſh,and 
gnaw their bones, to waſte one another by diſcord, 
the moſt capital plague of marriage, 


to dreſs her ſelf,and many times to be attired, when 
divers think of unclothing to goto bed. ltis a 
ſhametul thing to prattle all the day-long, and make 
a whole City trot upon her tongue,and yet be igno- 
rant of what is done in her own houſe; A virtuous 
wite ſhould not only govern her family, but with 
wiſdom, and diſcretion, temper her husband's paſli- 
ors; and, if ſuch things eſcape him, redreſs them 
rather by love then power. If God heretofore 


Holy Love is always accompanied with mutual 3ocauſed a ſhe-aſs to ſpeak, to inſtru a falſe Propher, 


Lojalty in any thing, which concerneth ning 
chaſtity, as being the knot of affeRions, ard founda- 
tion ot all che happineſs of the married, O wife, a 
ring is given you of a circular form, to teach, your 
loves are limited within the nuptial bed. The ring, 
which hererofore bare the ſeal of promiſe,to (i nike 
your heart ought to be ſealed with charity, and clo- 
ſed up from all other pretenſions. Believe not thoſe 
make-bates, who tell you, good is of its own nature 


why ſhould he not ata need draw a good word 
from the mouth of a diſcrete woman, to ſet man jn- 


to a fair way. Know we not, that thelaſt unhappi- + 


neſs of Pilate was not to have believed his wite, 
much more enlightened by God then himſelf ? 

As for help, it is ſo neceſſary, that next after the 
comfort of poſterity marriage is conſtirured for that 
end. It is not enough to afliſt a morrcal body in its 
infirmiries,but ſo much as one may, mutually tro ma. 


communicable, and that a fair wife is not for one 4O nure a ſoul immortal, you muſt between you ſhare 


alone, thar chaſtity is a note of deformity, and that 
an husband,and a fiend are not things incompatible. 
Theſe are not words, but hiſſes of the Serpenr. Fear 
the leaſt blemiſhes of honour, and do not fo much as 
caſt an eye upon the ſmoak of this coal, which now 
adays burnech ſo many unhappy ſouls. Love not 
to be woed, and courted by fo many eys, and lips, 
nor to behold ſuch worldly pleaſures,to become pli- 
ant to others, or to attempt roafford love, and re- 


all your proſperities, and adverlities : 1 ſay, proſpe- 
rities, to moderate them , and adverſities,to honour 
them : you muſt mutually ſtrive to lend a ſhoulder, 
and,if your burdens be weighty by the yoke of ne- 
ceſhity, ſarRifie them by your patience. You muſt 
think it is a —_— even trom God, to be choſen 
out to preſerve an husband, or a {ick wife, ſince this 
infirm creatures the Image of God, and your pro- 
per ficſh,to whom you render duties,which all wal 


ceive none back again. Out alas ! theſe ſlight enter- 50 at this time ſeem thorns unto you, but ſhall one gay 


rainments breed many acerbities. They are enchant- 
ed apples, which poiſon all, who taſte them. Men 
likewiſe remember,the beſt lefſons of loyalty ,which 
your wife can learn, ſhe muſt derive from your ex- 
ample. Think not, becauſe you are a man, all things 
are permitted you, and that your fex is a ſantuar 

for your crime. . If you be the head (faith. Aſtin) 
move it that way,whicher you would have the body 
follow. - You are the more bound to conjugal cha» 


be crowns, it you know how to make virtues of 
your neceſſicies. Be not diſcouraged _— puſil- 
lanimity, but do like the Dolphin, who raiſeth him» 
ſelf with much alacrity againit the ſea-waves durin 

the tempeſt. Underſtand you not the Holocauſt muſt 
burn from evening till morning ? Burn in this fire 
of love and tribulation, expeRting to ſee glory in 
the day-break to crown your perſeverance, Though 
God allot you no iſſue, yet no whit the leſs love 


_ ſtity ; becauſe you ought to be the moſt wiſe and 60 your comfort : God ofcentimes ſuffereth barren- 


ſtrong ; becauſe you have the moſt employments to 
divert your temptations in the affairs of civil life ; 
and laſtly, becauſe you have moſt liberty, and may 
make your. evil moſt general by diſturbing many 
wedlocks, as it happeneth to reprobate and inordi. 
nate ſouls in this kind, 

I add to Loyalty matual bearins with defetts, and 
imperfeftions,which is aſingular virtue in marriage, 
For,we ou in this world, as ina territory,where 


neſs of body to afford fruitſulneſs of virtues, 


The thirty ſeventh SECTION. 
Inſtrutioms for Widows. 


Erfe& Widows are in the Church, as the Hori- 
zon of Marriage, and Religion , they partici- 
pate of both conditions: when they be in the world, 
tor the example of the world, for the goverment ot 


good and evil eaſily mix together, there is no plant, 79 their children and family , but they alſo have a 


which hath not its worm, nor beauty, which ſuffer- 
eh not diminution, There are not any married 


ſhare in thelife of the Religious, when they wholly 
diſpoſe their hearts to God. 
O 


We 
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We ſometimes ſee a bank of earth , which 
keepeih two Seas from intermixing; but, being taken 
av:ay, thoſe two waters will paſs along together, 
ard ergulf themſelves one within another. O bow 
often ſaid you, during the knot of marriage, that, 
if God once took away your husband, you would 
wholly be for him ? Conjugal obligation, and at. 
fairs of the world was your bank,and your obſtacle, 
but now God hath taken it away, diſſolve your 
heart into his. 

This is the paſſage,where you are expeRted : here 
it is, where proof ſhall be made of your conſtancy, 


AWhen you have deplored the death of your hus. 


band asa wife, you muſt learn to bear it like a 
Saint, It is a wretched virtue not to Know what elſe 
to do then bewail the dead, and be deſirous to de- 
rive glory from the peeviſhneſs of your ſorrow, 1f 
we could draw aſide the curtain of Heaven, to ſee 
the ſtate of ſon!s already pe(Ted our of mortal bo- 
dies to the promiſed recompenſe of the faithful, 
how much we ſhould be aſhamed and confounded 
at the weakneſs of our tears: we ſhould ſee this 
great Eternity ſeated in a chair of Diamond, all 
ſparkling with ſtars and brightneſs, holding a 
fAaming mirrour in its hand , at which time it would 
let us behold a goodly harmony of all the beatitudes, 
theſe glorious ſouls row enjoy, ſeparaced irom the 
contagion of our mortality : then, wip.ng away the 
tears from our eys, it would fay ro us with a voice 
repleniſhed with ſweetneſs, and majelty, Why be- 
wail you theſe kinred and friends, who live better 
then ever in my boſom, abſorpt ina torretit of 
eternal fcliciries ? | 

An hundred, and an hurdred-tfold happy are the 
dead, who depart in the favour of Cod | Behold 
them for the time to come difcharved from la- 
bours: Behold them freed of a thouſand,and a thou- 
ſand cares, fears, pains, pattions, maladies, wants, 
ignominies, ard all thoſe evils, which divide our mi. 
Erable life : Behold them folded within the arms of 
the Sovereign, where they reap the good works 
they {owed on earth, You are much troubled, O 
widow, that this your Spovſe is at this preſent of the 
houſhold of God, and an inhabitant of his manſion, 
and a poſſeſſour of his glory. Have you fo many 
tears to lament miſerics, that you walte them in fe- 
licities ? as if it were a great unhappineſs to paſs 
from the ſervitude of the flaves of the world, to the 
liberty, and joy oi che children of God. 

This is admirably well expreſſed in the 21.,Chap- 
ter of Exodus, where God, ar the goirg forth of 
Egypt, ſhewed himſelf ro Meſcs, Aarin, Nabal, 4- 
bind,and all the moſt eminent of rhis Nation, having 
Sapphires for his foor-(tool(which are fiones of a ce- 
leſtial colour ,) whereupon a learned Commentary, 
drawn from the Hebrew Interpreters,moſt divinely 
anſwereth, that God would fay unto them : You 
have laboured in Egypt with much patience abour 
morrter, and cyles , ard bchold all your tyles rurned 
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Cucen Blannch, he ſcon perceived by tl eceurte- 
narce of the meſſergers, wo were the Arch-Bi- 
ſhop of Tyre,ard his Corteſſor they were ready to 

tell him ſomewhat able to afii& the heart of man, 
beſore they covld open their mouths, Let us go 
(ſzich be) into my Oratory, (tor it was the mapazin, 
where this great King took up arms to combate 
againſt wordly diſaſters: ) ard, when they came 
thither, ſpeak now, what have you to uy Sir,God, 

10 who had along time lent you your mother for the 
good of your perſon, and Kizgdom, bath raken her 
out of the world for her own repoſe. At theſe words 

S. Lewis fell upon his knees betore the Altar, and 
lifting up his hands to heaven,faid : O my Ged, I give 
thee thanks, then haſt iofforded me my dear mother 
whilcſt it was thy will, ana that neW according to thy 
ood pleaſure thou haſt takin her to thee. It 3s true, 

1 lived her above all the creatures of the world, aud 
ſhe well deſerved it , bit fince then haſt bereaved me 

20 of her, thy Name be for ever bleſſed. 

C onclude your tears, as he 1d, but never the re- 
ſolution of your widow- hocd.1t were to be wiſhed, 
a good vow might fx it withja nail of Adamant : 
but thar ſhould be done wich diſcretion; for, allin 
woman being frail, her tears can have no conſtan« 
cy. You may have read, in the Hiſtory of the un- 
bappy Politician, the ſorrow 6! G!aphyra, the wife 
of Alexander, fon of Herod, whom his Father moſt 
cruelly put to death to latishe bis Chimeraes, and 

20 luſpicons, Never womon more po fliorately refent- 
£&d the death of ber husbard ; her lamentations were 
yellings, her tears torrents, her words furies, her 
counterance Ceſpair,ard lite a little hell. There was 
no light ro be ſeen after the eclipſe of her Sun, no 
world after her licile world, ror lite after the loſs of 
the moiery ot her ſoul. 1n the mean ſpace ſome bab- 
Jerinfruating hereupon , and ſ-ying, ſhe did ill to 
afAict her ſelt for a death, which could not bur be 

py, $rce1t wasfree from the ſenſe of pain ; and 
4c that tor her felt (11 was tree) her loſs was unſpeak.. 
able, but the providerce of God made it reparable 
by a ſecord wedicock, which would wipe away her 
tears, and that in her corſ!ancy the world approved 
all,but che refolurion ſhe cook to remain for ever 
miſcrable. She ſo much with time mollified her 
courage upon the like remonſtrances, that ſhe mar- 
ricd the brother of her dead husband , and after 
him a third, the King of Marritania. Foſephrs re- joſeph lib, 
lateth, that, the firſt night of her wedding, the ſoul *7+ 4%: 

5o cf her husband appeared to her,and faid : Glaphyra, 
you have approved common bruit, which ſays,Wo- 
men are light, Where are now your tears ? Where 
your ſorrow? Where the vows you made me? Your 
words were full of promiſes,your promiſes of oaths, 
and your oaths of per juries,and infidelity.For after 
my father's cruelty had vioſently pulled away this 
my immortal ſoul, which now ſpeaks to you, youlaid 
aſ:de your great grief, which ſeemed would never 
have an -A ard yielding your ſelf up to theim- 


into Sapphires, into heavenly ſtones, to build of 60 portunities of ill propoſed ſuits, you have admitted 


them the foor-{tool of your glory. This is it, which 
moſt Bleſſed Eternity ſaich ro us concerning the 
dead, whom we deplore. It.is not fic any longer to 
take pains with ryl:s,and morter ,, buſineſſes,cares, 
troubleſom affairs ot che preſent life are palt ; there 
1s not any thing but repoſe, peace, glory, and felici- 


ty. Behold char, which comforteth all ſolid and ge- 


nerous fouls, wich lively, ſruitful, and eternal con- 
folarions. Will you have a ſingular reſignation in 


my brother into your bed, entertaining my memo- 
ry,and aſhes,zas if I had been bur a ſhadow , and nor 
content herewith, after his deceaſe you married the 
King of Maxritania ; and bcho!d you now have 
turned your wannelſs into vermilion, your tears in- | 
to pearls, and ſorrow into gold, and ſcarlet. You are : 
drenchedn delights over head and ears, and take ſo 
much pleaſure among the living, that you forſake 
the memory of the dead. Now know, although 


thedeath of your kinred, which may Caily happen, 70 you be ſo urgrateful rowrrds me, I have not for- 
gotten You , nor ſhall it be lorg betore you be with 
me. The poor Queen was fo terrified with this 

viſion, 


ard fall ont of neceflity ? Behold Saint Z-wis, when 
rews wa: brought him of the death of his mother 


: 
Sh 


= 
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Viſion, that ſhe was quickly taken into the other 
world, leaving ( ſaith che Hiſtory ) by the publi- 
cation of this Apparition a notable proof of the 
ymmortality of our Souls, 

Yet wedo not forbid ſecond Wedlocks : bur all 
Widows are advertiſed, they muſt proceed with 
great diſcretion, and that, according to the Apo. 
itle's counſel, The greate#t perfeftions reſt in widoW- 
hood. But above all, ſo uſe the matter, that this 
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Inſtrufion for Widows, 

h 19w 1 1ny of them, who,h 1ving (þat their door againſt fron - 
gers, have had an iÞt report raiſed by os: caſion of therr Houſhold- 
ſervants, who miniſtred matter of ſuſpicion , either through 
exceſs of their bravery, or their gentile gaib, and handſomneſs of 
propo. tion too lovely ; either for their Age proper to wanton- 
neſs, or the vanity of an haugh:y Spirit,» or confidence in the 
favour of their Miſtre[F. 

All that by prudence ſhould be p evented, which the world 
th ovgh malice may imagi@. I dere not to ſee about you an 
H 1ſh ol [- Steward ſo [ps Wee, nor any Servyan's who may [avour 
of an «ff cminate Comedian ;, no wauF0n Muſician ( the true 


widow-hood be not idle » that your Children may 10 v/t umecat of Satan ) to poy/on your Et with his warbling. 


finde you a true Mother , the Church a perpetual 
Votareſs, Virgins a Protecrice, the Poor a chari- 
table Nurſe, Monaſteriesa good Friend, Orphans a 
Tutoreſs; the Houſe one retired, Societies an exam- 
ple of good Odour, and God above all a faichful 
Servant, To encourage you to this reſolution, you 
ſhall preſently hear Saint Hierom ſpeak, who uſed 
words to this effe& in the Treatiſes he wrote unto 
two Widows. 


You have learnt in marriage the troubles of muriage ; God 
was pleaſed 16 give you this Schile to inſtruft you for widow- 
bood by your own experience. You bave vomited up the cho- 
ler, which ſurch 1:ged your ftomach, would you take it up again 
to bear it in your mouwh ? Would you return to the ſaare from 
whence you wont ? Fear you the world may wm, if you bring 
no children? I.'t it fail though virtue,rather th.n be ſupport- 
ed by weakneſs. Al thoſe wh» are married have not children: 
and ſuch as have, are many times enforced to curſe their fruit- 
ſulneſs. To whom ( ſay your ) (hall 1 leave all this wealth, 
face I am mortal ?To God, who cannot dy : to Jeſus, that 
you may make an heir of your own Maſter. Your father will be 
af lifted at it, but Grag'orified ; your family mourn, but the 
Angels will rejoyce. Lot your father do what he will with 
his riches : it15 not to him to whom you ow: your birth, but to 

eſus,the Author of your regeneration. 

Beware of thoſe venomous Creatures, who ſeek their Quin 
from ano: hei*s chrrge,and wha tell you, there is no ſenſe, that 
a young woman ſhould waſt: by youth in ſad ſolitude, and 
neither tafle the delieht of children, nor reward of pleaſure. If 
you bave poſterity, why deſire you a ſecond marriage ? aad if 
you bave none, why fear you not & ſecond (terality ? If you be a 
Mother, yau jerbaps ſet over your ch.ldren,not a nurſing Father, 
but an Enemy ; not a Parent, but a Tyrant. Needs muſt you 


H wwe noth ng vemi[ſs , noth'ng which may ſmell of th: Stage in 
your Family; but rather Qures of Widows, and Virgins, to 
be an honour to your Sex, and to ſerve as @ recreation. in your 
moſt innocent deligh's. Let the reading of godly Books ayer be 
lad afide, and let your prayers be ſo frequent, that they may 
ſerve as & Buckler to repel the fiery Arrows of evil thoughts, 
wh/ch o:dinarily aſſasl Yonth. Let Virtue conſummate the 
good, which Intemperance bad prepared for it ſelf. Redeem 
Virgins, to preſent th:m to the Chamber of the Spouſe. Take 
care of Widows, to mingle them, as Violets, amongſt Virgins, 
and Marty's. It is a Gailandyon (hall grue to God for bis 
crown of Thorns, wherein be bear the (ins of the world. 

It is very bard, and almoſt impoſſible, to cut away all the 
ſeeas of paſſton , which we may call Avant-paſſions, becauſe 
Concupiſcence (ootbeth our Senſes, and mſixuateth it ſelf very 
ſubrilely : but it is in the power of the will to diſmiſs, or en- 
tain them. The God of Nature ſaid in the Goſpel , Evil 
Thoughts, Homicides, Adulteries, Fornications, Thetts, 


falſe Witneſs-bearings, Blaſphemies , proceeded from the yaat.r5.19; 


heart. The ſpirit of man 18 more propending to evil then good, 
from ihe firſt cradle of Infancy ; and in this battail of the Spirit 
and the Fiſh, wh reof the Apoſile ſpeaketh, our ſoul is 


«lmoſt wholly floating, and kaows not to what part to in. Galat. 5+1 


clint. No man comes into the world without bringing Vice , 


30 1d ill Inclinations with him; and he is the beſt,who hath the 


leaſt evil, and can preſerye a fair body amongſt many little In- 
firmittes. 


» 
The Proplet, ſaid, he was troubled, and that thereupon he PHal. 76, 


held h's peace, He tells you , one may be angry without ſin, 
like Archytas the Tarentine, who ſaid to his Servant, 1 
would chaſtiſe thee, were I not angry z which ſheweth, ct 
was no ſin, but a (imple paſſion; for otherw:ſe Anger puts not 
the Tuſtice of God in execution. That,wb:ch is ſpoken of one 
paſſson, may be underſtood of another, It #8 proper to max 10 be 
moved w th choler, aud for « Chriſtian to overcome choler, So 
the fiſh deſfres carnal things , and by the itch thereof draweib 


forget y1ur own children m the purſuits of your loves, and 40O ;he Soul to mortal pleaſures :*but it is your part to quench the 


trick up your ſelf in the defeft on from your Orphans, who as 
yet {carcely know bow to lament or underſtand their own miſe- 
19. Alledgenot bere. unto me W.alth, Affairs, aud Services, 
No woman tah's an husband,but tolie with an hasband Other- 
wi/e, what a folly were it toreſign up ber chaſtity to mult iply 
ber niches tt hat will it be,when an b1sband ſhall perſecute you, 
havingyour eſtate? What w.{{ it be, when you no longer {hall 
b- [i ffered to love the children by your firſt busband, and that 
you muſt hide your (If from doing them any god , and hate 
them, to (þ w you have renounced the (ſþh's of the dead ? If 
y2u bave (hild-en of a ſet ond Wedlack, be you never ſo good, you 


(hall be a ſtep-mather. 1f you fpare ought from your Son-in-law, J© 


you will be cruel; and if by accident any ll befal him, it is 
you did it ;, if you deny bin meat , you are ingrateful; and if 
you give him any, you have poiſoned him. 

It is time you bury to your ſelf all theſe pleaſures in the 
Tomb of your busband. Counte:f-iti g cannot mak? a fair as- 
cord with tears, nor doth grief perm: the pomp of Attire. 
M--:gern:ſs and Faſts (hull be your Pearls, and Prayer your 
Pe. fumes. If a Queen of Carthage ſaid h 7ctofore of her buſ- 
baad ; He, that eſpouſed me in the fi. t wedlock, rook my hea't 
and love with him; let him enyy, let þ m poſſeſs them unto the 
grave. If (he [et Glaſs at ſo high a rate, whit (hall we doby 


Gd and Pearls ? If a Pagon w dow, in the law of Nature, GO 


condemacd all the pleaſures of marriage ? what may be expett- 


. edf oma Chriſtian I.1dy, who (wo ber chaſtity not o ly to a 


dead bugband, vt a L ving God, and wi h whom (he ought to 
live and re/g1 for eur? The reputation of Chaſtily is a maſt de- 


beat of luſt by the love of Chriſt,and to conquer the fliſh, when 
it ſeeks liberiy, by the belp of abſtinence , in ſuch ſort, that 1# 
eating it may (earch for nowiſhment, not luſt ; and bear about 
the (pirit of God, deſcending into it, with a firm and even pace. 
Ev: y man may be ſubjeft topaſſions, which are common to Na- 
ture : w2 are of one and the (ame clay, of the ſame Element. 
Concupiſcence may as well be found in Silk, as in Wool ; it 
neither fears the Purjle of Kings, nor contemns the poverty of 
Bggars. You were better to have the diſeaſe of Stomach, then 
will. Rather let the body obey, then the ſpirit ; and if you 
muſt aceds make a fl ppery ſtep ,do it rather with the foot, then 
modeſty ; not flattering your ſelf before ſin with pretenſe of a 
future penance, which is rather a remedy of misfortunes, then 
an orgament to Innocents © for you muſt ever d fend your ſelf 
{, om wounds, where ſorrow ſerves for remedy. 
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To MAIDS. 
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The thirty eighth SECTION. 


The praiſes of Virginity, and the Modeſty they 


ounht to obſerve in therr Carriage, 


licate Lily 18 the perſon of women: it is a veiy beautiful flower, 
but there necds no more then all tile breath, a little bad air to 
corrupt it, wh: age bendeth towards vice, and that (he bath 


He great S. Baſil calleih Virginity The. peyr- s. 2ait. 
1 fume of the living God: and I note from the 2pud ii: 


” 


[am. 


thirtieth Chapter of Exod, this perfume of God, ," 


$. 
the freedom of an, buuband*s authority, whoſe (hadow many a ET LLINE Gar fadradi, 2” 
times might ſerve asa Bulwnk to Chaſtity. what doth a which of gg ? by nos «porn _ Fang Ovpu 244ch 
Widew in ſo great a Family, and amongſt ſo many Servants, Ents , tO WIT OL GALBAa ARM, IZNYTN, UNH, Kyeis, 


whom I wanld not have ber to deſpiſe as Servants , but vegard Cenſe, Galbanum is the juice of an Aromatick herb : 
with ſome modeſty, vemembring w'th ber ſelf thy are m:n? +0 as white as Milk, 8 which, borrowing its name from 
If the ſtate and quality of ber condition require a Retinue * l't Milk, figureth unto us the whitene $ and purity of 


at th: leaſt ſom? antient grave man be ſeen 10 bra; [way , who pe edins it is Mortification, OxYx, 4 
by iis good life may commeng the bonowr of b:s Miſtreſs. 1 Virginity. Adyrrh, 1 Bon On kind 
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kind of littJ@Oiſter, from whence iſſued a moſt 0- . 


doriferous favour , ſignifies its Conſtancy : ard 
[zcenſe in Aames, its Patience in tribulations, But 
as {or Purity, | ſay, reaſonable Nature hath engra- 
ven on the hearcs of all Mortals,and namely,WVaids, 
ſo particular a love of integrity, that Souls the moſt 
projtirnted to {in have ever dad ſome remorſe and 

teeling of the honoug they had forſaken. 
Should | prove this by a paſſage of Ecripture, ox 
a Father, it were the leſs effetual ; becauſe it may 
be ſaid, Chaſtity ought to be praiſed by ſuch lips : 
I will evi this verity from the conteſlion of a Pa- 
gan, to let you underſtandit is a voice of Nature. 
wax. Behold a paſſage ot Srncca, whom * have ever much 
tre mode admired | it is a wonder (faith he) that proſticuted 
f14, & 44 women ſtill retain ſome modelly,and that thoſe bo- 
»-+lico ob. dies, which ſcem not to be made bur to ſerve as an 
j-a ludi- gbjet for publ:ck uncleanneſs, have ever ſome veil 
br «que for their unhappy patience, The infamous place it 


qu infeltx 


parienis ſelf is in ſome forr baſhtul, See the cauſe why there , 


{ateat, 0b- 


«ext, 1 never hath been any people ſo looſe, and exorbi- 
ai lupa- tant, which afforded not ſome honour to chaſtity, 
nar 9%9% convinced by their own conſcience. Put we muſt 
wvererundumn ,, | TY 5 p 
ef. Sevec. likewiſe affirm, it was never known to be true puri- 
Naval ty, yntil the Standard be advanced by  7eſ#s Chriſt, 
971940 and his moſt bleſſed Vorther, 
| We finde even among thoſe, who lived in the law 
of Nature, ſome ſhadows of chaſtity We have from 
the relation of Terru//;an, that one Demo ritas VO- 
chriſtianue untarily made himfelt blind by earneſt looking on 
beer el the San, that he might nor behold the corporal 
lu naſci.* beauty of women, ſhutting,up two gates from love, 
tr, au? tO Open a thouſand to wildom. But what chaſtity 
aeporint is his ( I pray) iince himſelf confeſſerh he did it not 
ce«us eff. for any other purpoſe. bur ro be treed trom the 1m- 
c combed portuniries of luſt ; ſeeking out therein his own 


vlog. 
Nazede peculiar ends, not the honour of the Creatour 7 A 
62» 7- Cbriſtian Champion proceederh much ocherwiſe, 


Jas ibs He bath eys for the works of God , and rone for 
New concupiſcence, He pulleth not our his eys to be- 
Nd jy. Teave himſelf of rhe ſpeRacle of this Univerſe, bur 


veulzy Earcih from his heart all cthe.roors of depraved 
[4 x _ Fx . - d. C 
72 »447, choughts, to prepare therein a Paradiſe ro our <0. 


Melif, vereign Lord and Vaſter. He ſees all, and defires 
kovin, nothing : and, although he rouch ar theſenſe of ir, 
(a, 0 con. Naies not in the conſent. T here is never a more un- 
149 doubred triumph of chaſticy, then to deprive one's 
/".. ſelf of the in{truments of evil. For, as very well 
dow Climachus faith , The dead are never crowned, nor 


fume of Ccd, whichis A/yrrh, to wit, mortifica- 
tion of Senſes, W here ſhall we firde throughout the 
whole tynagoere, ard all antiquity,a Chaſli:y pre- 
ſerved with {o many auſterities ard mortifications, 
as in true Chriſtianity ? caint Ambroſe, in an Ora- 
tion he made againſt Symma: has, mocketh at Veſt al 
Virgins, who made a ſhew to embrace Virginity, 
living in ſuperfluity and delights : which is, as if 
one would quench hot Embers with Oyl, or hope 
10 for beauty from the dawbing of a Coal. Mortifica- 
tion of appetites hath ever been eſteemed by Saints 
as a Pal:ſado of the delic ons garden of Chaſtity, 
and {ormal reaſon proveth unto vs, thar, to cut off 
a vice ſubliſting inthe fleſh, neceſſarily the ſinews 
of the fleſh mult be taken away, You may have as 2 4i/ipar 
many fruits of honeſty, ?s there are of itin terre- {3 
{tial Paradiſe : you may have an infinite number of colwter. 
Virtues, the ordinary companions of purity of bo.. 3! **# 
dy. If you deſtroy Nortification , the Serpent will | 
enter into your Garden, and ſling you. 
O Maids, you infinitely betray the glory of your 
ſoul, when you think to preſerve the treaſure of 
purity in vanity, bravery, and curioſity, which have 
ever been accounted the neſt of Immodeſty. How 9»i miſe- 
can you imagine, that living in Banquets, pleaſures, 17 7 
diſſolute ſports,among Hiage-plaies,love-pamphlers, [:,,me per- 
ard continual. occaſions of {1n, you can keep to God <«/ ? 
the faich you promiſed him in your confeſhons. You £72: 
deceive your ſelf, you have betrayed your Bul- 
30 warks, and ruined your Ramparrts, the Serpent will 
ruth in upon you to ſuck your blood, and then will 
be a fit rime indeed to cry our, Murder, 
You take delight to play with A ſpicks, and then 
ſay, They have ſtung me, give me a remedy.” Muſt 
you needs confide in Serpents ? Muſt you needs ap. ©" 
proach fo near to a creature untraQtable ? With # pellius 
what Arms think you did the Church in its firſt be. <27""* 
pinning preſerve this gift of Chaſtity, and raiſeit ro 3p, 
uch a degree, that it filled the world with aſtoniſh- #:45;quitus 
40 ment, bur by flight from occaſions, but by rigours #9" 
and auſteriries of life > What flames of ſenſuality 4: i ſ6- 
did not they quench,who lived in Wilderneſles, co- vonacar=—ap A 
vered with skins, companions of brute beaſts, feed. »omitz;, 
ing on roots pulled up with their nails, and ſteeped 7*n,G 
in the ſweat of their tore-heads ? dra agy 
All paſſed times have infinitely commended a Z- Hebr.1c. 
ſeph, tor leaving acloak in his flight, in the hands of Fl, 
an urchaſte Miſtreſs : he forſook his own ( faith :4.q»a» 
S. Ambyſc)as no longer accounting it his,ſince it was "*/#4-4*8 


adultera 


4 
(®] 


pre any man juſtly praiſed for having the impotency of 50 in the hands of an Adultereſs, and thought a Gars- juu 124i 


dtANHY 1 . P - | 
«ail a»zd doing ill, We finde in antient Rome, Veſtal Virgins, 
em refer and in the City of Egea, and Temple of Delphos : 
altos L101 . ; : -_ 
14, cies We Are not ignorant, that many have made proteſſj- 
conmentd - on of virginty :; but what virginity? A virginity 
reins 1g mingled with! -, and ſecret impurities, looſ 
ter ad mingled with Idolarry, and ſecret impurities, looſe 
n-orem. liberty,and thoughts reſigned to all kind of objetts. 
Qu =  Whichcauſed Tertrlian to fay : (4) O goodly conti- 


videt } fe 


rehre cir= Bene}, which offers ſacrifice to Hell. 
e—__ Virginity amongſt Chriſtians admitteth not one 


718, ui 
4 


menr, touched by the hands of an unchaſte woman, * 4»e- 
was no longer for 7oſeph's wearing. If this at be _ S- 
laudable, what ſhall we fay of thoſe, who have not vi, gue «b 
lett a ſimple habit already polluted by an evil touch, ontogeny 
but quite forſaken and abandoned, in their beſt . 
health, their own bodies, al:hough moſt chaſte and Es 
innocent, to preſerve purity of ſoul by an extraor- « Je/es. 

dinary mortification of fleſh ? What ſhall we ſay of #4 Fes 
aChriſtianMaid, of whom 7ſidore of Peluſinm ſpeak. nan Sx 


7: te. Tole glance with deliberate conſent , one diſhoneſt 60eth, who ſeeing her ſelf ſollicited by a young man, 


term thonghr, if voluntary. It reverenceth its ſecrets, 
mon and tellsitnor, Let us fin, none fee us, there is no- 
+: At thing bur darkneſs round about us , which cannor 


ſi 4, accuſe us, our ſins ſhall be letters ſealed np from 


4-4 Þ». God. + Nay.,much otherwiſe ; the eys of God are 
mu m9 two flaming Torches more reſplendent then the 
p% 2 Sunit {elf}, which will drench us in the Abyſs : and 


ores nt 
Ger Sri Tg this cauſe we keep chaſte our moſt ſecret 
1111/4 thoughts. O excellent,and admirable purity ! O the 
vi. box. true juice Of Galbanum | O the true tribute of 
mm.& #19 Heaven ! 

jun 1178 


4, + Conſider now the ſecond Ingredient of the per- 


70Years without ſight of any creature ? Is not this 


ſhaved her head cloſe to the skin to cure another's 
love, depriving herſelf not of a coiff, not of a petti- 
coat, or gown, but of an ornament, which is on wo- 
man's head, as flowers in medows 2 What ſhall we Acceſime 
ſay of thoſe, who to chaſtiſe a ſlight glance , rather 9,9, 
curious, then unchaſte , haye pur irons about their & Menca- 
necks, that ſo they might (6 4eyye look *$#4Grece. 
on the earth , as unworthy to behold Heaven ? 
And what of others, who were threeſcore 


properly to caſt off, not a Cloak as oſeph, bur 
the body , as if it were gead? Is not this to 
| live 


Book 3. 


Quid ef 4: live in mortal fleſh as if he had it not? And can you 


cere, Volo 


Latere gud ChInk God hath fold Virginity to fuch,at the price of 
vincam, ſi fo many Travils and Morcifications, and will afford 


volo habere 


you itn pleaſures and continual converſation a- 

qu peream ? : : 

vide ni une mongſt m<n,fince where there is moſt batrel, is molt 

rdLoarcdagh What elſe is it to ſay,l will bave wherewithal 

trium- : 

we «ermum £O Overcome, but that 1 will have wherewith ro un- 

incu»ras. op- do my ſelf ? Be ware leſt you purchaſe anerternal 
robr1%: inter ; ' : : . . ' 

provi”. ignominy, where = promiſe your ſelfa Triumph. 


Chiiftia- For amongſt all t 
norum pi none is more ſharp then that of Chaſtity, where che 


cert amine : np 
fels ſm anger is daily, and the \ _ very rare. 

dura pratia 1f you regard the third Ingredient of this Perfume, 
caſtitatts,ul i 


quetidians which is the O#yx, ſolid and permanent, the *ym- 
pugna,&ra- bol of Conſtancy , where can you meet with a Vir- 


re vitforina, 


ret De Iniry More bravely defended then among Chriſti. 
vieends fa- ans? 1 or if conſtancy (as Saint Thomas teacheth) 
miliaritate conſiſt in ſurmounting all difficulties and obitecles, 


muli _— | 
Tom, 9. Which offer to crols 2 good aff-ir, who haih over- 
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wily tricks of ecſtatick ſouls, and that there could 9 494” 
4 R : prlclra ef} 
not be a true conſtancy obſzrved therein, which is {ps ge. 


onely ſeen, when there is a firm ſerling- for ſome 14 cum 
good ſpace in the exerciſe of a virtue, you find an in- © 7 


immortialis 


finite number of them,who waxed old in grear com- « cm me- 
bats, great afflitions, great auſterities, great fAatre= * 1 
rings, yet never left their reſolution. And to let 0. per;ernums 

thers paſs under filence,who are innufterable, | will ©1004 14 


- imphat, 
onely remember a Maid of Alexandria, endowed 71 


comyninare- 


e Baciels of Chriſtian Religion 10 with anexquiſite Beauty and ſued unto with all poſe 1m corra- 


ſible imporcunities,who hid her ſelf inaSepu!chre of *©om 
the dead, and lived twelve years ina little Cell made savicat.s. 
to lodge ſuch, as had nothing to do with the world; '-*+ 

ſh: betrg found in this manner, and asked what ſhe 

meant to do, made anſwer : [preſerte the treaſure Theſeuram 

of Chaſtity amongſt theſe dead Carcaſes, from whence _— 

1 behold not the ſparkles of ' onrupiſcence to flie, O my avon; cal- 
Ged,whart conſtancy is this ! what vigour of ſpirit ! ** 4 


whlla flam- 
whar Adamantine courage ! and what may weak »a erunps. 


come more innumerablc in quantity, more ſharp in 20 fouls ſay to this, who yield at the firſt brunr, and Raderw, 


kind, more various in quality, then Virginity ? Do- 
meſtick enemies are ever molt to be teared, and ſuch 
there are, who have torn Lions, that could not rend 
from their hearcs the leaſt p1ſſion : but Virginity, 
how many times hath it within its own body extin- 
gwſhed che flames of concupiſcence by couragious 
and magnanimous aQts, as are thoſe, which we hnde 
in the lives of ſo many Holy creatures ? How often 
did {me roul themfclves in Ice, and Snow; as Saint 


ſ{ecm to have nothing in the world more eafie and 
tamiliar, then to loſe that, which can never be 
recovered. 

To corclude, conſtancy being never conſummate 
without perſeverance to the laſt breath, behold the 
tourth ingredient of the Perfume of God, which is 
Incenſe,and you ſhall ſee thar as Incenſe is melted on 
Coals.ſo many have been diſſolved in Torments for 
the defence of Chaſtity. <ome have preſently yield- 


Francis ? How often did 0:hers drag themſelves o- 30 ed vp their Lives, others were burned with a flow 


ver Tho-ns, all corn and bloody , 2s Saint Bennct ? 
How often did others higher againlt Fire with ano- 
ther Tire, taking in open hand the prime Element to 
vanquiſh che principal pailion , as Saint Afarcian ? 
It ſeems to me, when hear of theſe combartes, I 
Liquefats MAY apply A notable place of the ſeventy fourth 
eft terra,cgo Pſalm tochem: Help, O my Ged, help ., the earth 
_— of this mortal fleſh u all on fire, it 1s conſumed, if you 
jue.Plal.74. aſſiſt n8t. What have you to fear, faithful Soul ? 
3. 
a AE purpoſe. 1t is I, who will ſtrengthen the Columns, 
cum,ſcurom and \ ovndation of the Earth: itisI, who will 
g'-nmm © ſhiverin pieces the Bowes, Arrowes, Quiyers, 
tw ef m Bucklers, and Swords, yea all che temptations, and 


_ (ors Powers of Hell, oppoſed againſt thee, My God, 
maui» thou madeſt it. O what peace I now finde in my 
| quan heart, what great and Divine lights deſcend upon 
"em, Mme from the ecernal Mountaines ! 

Plal. 75-3» Behold the interiour combats, but if you regard 
2» 4+ 


gines have not been employed againſt Virginity ? 
The teeth of Lions. and Tigers were onely to be 
feared in Beaſts, yet they have been ſought out in 
Foreſts, and Wilderneſſcs, to be encouraged againit 
Virgins, and Virgins have vanquiſhed chem, How 
many times hath a Lion been ſeen, let looſe againſt a 
filly Chriſtian Maid in an Amphitheatre, to lick her 
feer, andin ſight of fourſcore thouſand people adore 
his prey, taking upon him that courteſte, which in 


Fire, delivering their bodies up to Flames, as freely 

as one would be defpoiled.of a Garment, Witneſs » ' 
that Young man mentioned by S. Hierom, fait ryed 

with Silken cords upon a Bed all ſtrewed over with 
Flowers, who, in ſuch poſture having nothing at lj- 

berty but his Tongue, ſpit it out all bloagdy in the 

face of a Lewd woman, who came to tempt him. 
Witneſs another Maid called Lacie, who lived a Raderus in 
Virgin among many others, ard whoſe exquiſite Y"/4""* 


anſwer the God of Hoſts! Be firm in your good 4® Beauty was ſought unto with vehement follicitarions 
by a powerful Lord, who, having command and au» 


thoriry in his hands, ſent meſſengers of bis fury co 
ſcize on this innocent Lamb, and whileſt they were 
at the gate menacing to kill her,and to fer all on fire 
if this poor creature were not delivered into their 
hands,the Maid came forth, Who is there, irs, faid 
ſhe? What demand you? | beſeech you, tell me: 
whether there be any 7 Ht in my power to purchaſe 
your Lord and Maſters love? Yea'anſwered they in 


the Exteriour, what violences, what warlike En- 50 a flouting manner) your eys have gained him, nor 


ever can he reſt till he enjoy them. Well, go to then 
(faith ſhe) onely ſuffer me to go to my Chamber, 
and [ will give fatisfation in this point, The poor 
Maid, ſeeing herſelf between the Hammer and the 
Anvile, a&cd a thing at that time, which could ne- 
ver have been done without the particular revelati- 
on of God, ſhe ſpake ro her eys, and faid : How 
my eys are you then guilty ? I] know the reſeryed- 
neſs and ſinplicity of your glances nor haveT in that 


men was wanting ? Coals, which caſt up devouring 60 kind any remorſe of coufcience, But howſoever it 


Flames, Frying-pans,boyling Cauldrons made their 
hair ſtand an end, who afar off beheld them with- 
out danger, yet Virgins felt them on their bodies, 
Virgins overcame them, Virgins ſtood free from 
hurc in the mid[t of theſe horrours, ſinging the prai- 
ſes of God, and the Triumphs of Chaſtiry. Wheels, 
armed with ſharp Irons to make bodies flie in pieces 
by gobbets, were the practiſes of Saran, never ſeen, 
heard, or thought on, yer _ applied to the bo. 
dies of Virgins, Virgins blunte 
with their tender and delicate fleſh. 
Now, that none ray objeR all this to be done by 


be, you appear ro me not innocent enough , ſince 
you have kindled fire in the heart of a man, whoſe 
Hatred 1 have ever more eſteemed then his Love : 
Quench with your blood the flame you have raiſed, 
Whereupon with a hand piouſly cruel ſhe-digged 


- out hereys, and ſent, the torn reliques embrewed 


in her blood to him, who ſought her, adding ; B&- 
hold what you love! He ſeized with horrous,baitened 
ro hide himſelf in a Monattery, where he remaine 


and rebated them 40 the reſt of his days to expiate his loves. Oincompa- 


rable patience ! I would go further, but ſhe ſtays me. 
For what can I ſpeak more, having faid this ? Is it 
not 
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not enough to ſhew Chaſtity can do little of it ſelf, 
but that it diſſolveth as Incenſe on the burning 
Coals of Charity ? To give away thelight of the 
day, the ſweeteſt of all creatures, to give up her 

lood drop after drop; to give her torn eyes, {0 
to avoid afin, which faithleſs ſouls accompt but a 
Tport 1 Infinite many puſillanimous people, juſtly 


chaſtiſed for their (ins, cannot endure the lealt ſting, ' 


but with complaint and murmur againſt God, 


they burn, but it is as Laurels, cracklingin the 10 


Flames : but this Virgin in the ſharpeſt rigours of a 
moſt ſenſible rorment burnt ſweetly, couragiouſly, 
ſilently. O what a Perfume of the living God is 
Virginity ! Ifthe ſmoak of the bodies of the Damn- 
ed, and deſpairing Babylon, perpetually mount to 
Heaven in a Sacritice of Vengeance, may we not af- 
firm this delicious Per fume of Virginity will on the 
other ſide aſcend as a Sacrifice of Honour, whileſt 
there is Religion and Altars, Men and Angels? O 
Women, prodigal of a good irrecoverable ! Ah 
wretched Maids ! Ah young witleſs Women, that 
give for a momentary delight a treaſure, for which 


the Church hath ſhed ſo much blood ! Ah inexcuſa- : 


ble Treachery, to give to a bold libertine what is 
taken from Jeſus Chriſt Ah Puſillanimity, to yield 
at the firſt ſhock, by delivering up a gift of God, 
for which ſo many Virgins have perſiſted under the 


” "I 4h * 
+ * 
- 


. 
4 
”- 


Inſtruions for Parents, Part x; 
ornamen's prove to be an allurement to virtue. Let ber have 
companions for emulation, and entertain a generous enty againſt 
their praiſe. Let her not be chidden, if ſhe be of an heavy ſpi- 
rit, but encouraged by the help of commendation. Let ber take 
delight to overcome, and be as loth to be vanquiſhed. Heed 
muſt be taken, (he bate not ſtudy, and travel, leſt the bitterneſs 
ſhe may conceive in her infancy, ſpread beyond her moſt inno- 
cent years, Let the firſt Letters ſhe begins to call, compoſe 
ſome holy Names, to prepare ber memory to Piety, Let ber 
hive a Governeſs grave and modeſt. Let her exertain ber 
companions with ſerenity of countenance. Let her become af- 
fable and amiable toall the world, Accuſtom ber not to wear 
Pendants in her ears, to Paint, to load her neck and head_with 
Pearls.Change not the colonr of ber hair by Art, nor Frixgle ,or 
Criſp her with Fire and 1v0ns, leſt it prove a prediGtion of infer- 
nal Flames. Take heed fh: be not touched with the Hammer, 
which now adays ſlrikes all the world,to wit, Vanity. Let ber 
not drink ia the Cup of Babylon, which is Impurity. Bcware 

? £0 not forth with Dinahyto ſee hrw the mards of the Coun- 
tiy are attired, Let her not be a Dancer no; gawdy in Apparel, 
Poyſon is not given but by rubbing the Goblet with Honey, nor 
do.h Vice dicerve ws bit under colour and pretext of Virtue. 

Above all, let ber ſee nothing either in Father, or Mother, 
the imitation whereof may make ber guilty. Let her be diſpoſed 
to the reading of good Books, and never appear in publich with- 
out the adviſe of ber Mnther. Tet ber not entertain ſome 
ſpruce young Amouriſt to caſt wanton Glances ; nor let her bea# 
particular Afﬀe tion towards any of ber Servants, who may 
whiſper in ber ear, but cauſe them to ſpeak aloud, that all the 
reſt may bzar. Let ber orderly every day offer ber Devotion to 
God; be very ſober in her Deportment, and delighted with 
works worthy of ber condiiion. Let ber be moſt obcdtent ; 
nor ever (0 hardy as to ſte any, or undertake ought without their 


20 


teeth and paws of Lions, under the ſharp Irons of 
tyrannical Wheels, in Cauldrons of ſcalding hot 
Oyl, in the tearing out their Eye-ſtrings, in diſlo- 30 


leavr, who govera ber, Doing thu, ſhe ſh1ll ſave her ſoul, and 
edifie all the world. 


cation of their Bones, and Maſlacring their Bodies, 
yea eventothelaſt breath of life. 


Unhappy vitime,made a prey to diſhonour,whac 
wilt thou anſwer to an Apynes,a Thecla,a Katharine, 


a Lucie when they ſhall ſhew thee their Palms, their 


Blood and Wounds, more bright and radiant then 
the Stars in the $kie ? And what will they ſay ? Be- 
hold what we have ſuffered for a virtue, which thou 
haſt ſo ſlightly valued, as to trample it under foot, 


and through a ſtrange proſtitution haſt thrown into 
their eys, who required it not, O Mothers, breed 
your Daughters piouſly , and preſerve them as 
Pledges charily recommended unto you by Almigh- 
ty God. Whart a ſhame, what an ignominie, nay, 
what a fury, to behold maids now adays ill taught, 
bold amongſt men as Souldiers, wanton as leaping 
Kids, and impudent as Sirens | Who hath ever ſe. 
"_ ſhamefacedneſs from the ſoul, that did not 
eparate modefty from the body * How can you ac- 
compt a gadding Houſe-wite,a.dancing Reveller,an 
idle Wanton to be modeſt,fince the ſtrongeſt Chaſti- 
ries have now adays much ado to defend themſelves 
from calumnie ? Snares are laid on every ſide, as 
well upon the Mountain, as the Valley. There is not 
a ſtone,whereon ſome Scorpion ſleeperh nor. Never 
was the luſt of impudent men ſo enflamed, and yer 
you dally without fear, or danger. Hearken tothe 
adviſe of $. Hierom, concerning the Inſtruction of 
Maids, with which 1 will conclude this diſcourſe : 

I.ct a Maid, who ought to be the Temple of God, be ſo in- 
ftrufted, that ſhe neithsr bear nor ſpeak any thing, which tend- 
eth not-to the fear of God, Let not impure ſpeeches approach 
h'years, Lei. ber be renorant of worldly pleaſures. Let her 
tongue in her tender yea; s be ſeaſoned with the praiſes of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Let ber ban:ſh yourg men ſrom ber company, who have 
ary laoſe faſnion in their behaviour, and let the maids them- 
ſelves ,who come amozg(t them, be altenated from worldly com- 
meice, leſt having bein i!l Diſciples of ſenſuality, they there- 
by become the worſe Miſtcſſes. If ſhe alſo learn to read, let 
her Lettcys be made of Box, or Ivory, and beeall called by their 
names, that ſo they may be a recreation for her eys, to ſerve as 
inſlruments for ber in/iruftion. Let her in good time praftice 
#0 write, and let her tender hand be guided on the Paper, to 
trace the Letters, which are ſhewed her. Let her bave ſome 
reward for doing 18 {er u this her minority 'tbeſe ſlight 


To Fathers and Mothers. 


The thirty ninth SEC T10 N. 
Concerning the Education, and Inſtruftion of 
their Children, 


O What a goodly Chain of gold is Charity, 

which with irs many Links enchaineth rhe 
world ! The more cloſely it ſhutteth, the more 

40 ſtrength it afforderh, the more it tieth our hearts, 
the more it faſteneth our felicities, The firſt liberty 
of a reaſonable creature is the thraldom of an hone(t'” 
love, wherein: Fathers and Mothers have a preart 
part ; for their union floweth from the bowels of 
Nature, and none can falſifie it, who violate not the 
firſt Laws of the world. The Father loves the Son as a 
portion cut from himſelf, naturally the Son loves the 
Father; and fo often as he wandereth from this love, 
he islike a Fiſh our of the Water, This was the con- 

50 ceit, which $. Ambroſe bad upon the paſſage of Gee Producer 
eſis, Let the Waters bring forth Fiſh. Let the good Les 
Mother be the Water, and good Children the Fiſh, 24am #-n« 
faith he. God once commanded the Water to bring —— 
forth Fiſh,and inſtantly it obeyed,and ever ſince for conſidera, 3 
almoſt theſe fix thouſand years,that the world wheels reg = 
about, the Water feedeth its Fiſhes without mur- tioncs paren- 
mur, and the Fiſh never go out of the Water but by > #1. 
conſtraint.O man,who haſt taught diviſions between 4s "pcm. 
Father and Son, Mother andDaughter,thou ſhonlgſt /#» ; 49< 

60 be aſhamed-:entreat the Water to teach thee,and the 7 — 
Fiſh to ſhew thee thy leſſon. It is a ſtrange thing,the parenws & 
Patriarch Noe, juſtly provoked againſt an unnatural Fm," 

£on, who had revealed the nakedneſs of his Father, Geneſ.s.2; 

ſhooteth the Arrow of malediction, not againſt the teeny 
head of the guilty Son, but his Children, he curſed | ny 
not Cham, but Canaan,and if you ask why,T heodoyer vorum er. 

upon Geneſis anſwereth, Noe would not curſe him, 

whom God had bleſſed : for this had been to take 

off the ſeal of the Sovereign Maſter, and raſe his E- 

70 dits. But-S. Ambroſe ſays very pertinently, that 
Noe, the more to puniſh his cvil Son, curſed kim in 
his race : as if the wounds, which Fathers receive in 


the 
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the affliction of their children,were more ſenſible to 
them, then their proper and perſonal hurts. Take 
away the bzam from the Sun, and he ſhines nor, the 
ſtream from the Fountain, it drieth up , the mem- 
ber from the body, it putrifies, the ſon from the 
father, and he no longer isa ſon. This admitted and 
- reſolved, we draw a neceſſary conſequence-from 


Inſtruttions for Parents, 


This man will perhaps anſwer, As for my part; 
( God's name be praiſed) 1 have had acare ot my 
children, they want nothing neceſſary for ſuſten- 
ration of life, Is it enough to give them neceſſ#- 
ries? But how do you give them ? without love, 
and void of charity : as a ſtony loaf given and taken 
by conſtraint, Fathers and Mothers, it is a ſtrange Partialiry 
*" the reciprocal love between two. And-ince we muſt thing to ſee your odd proceedings : One loves the ® 7%" 
hereafter ſpeak of the duty of ſons towards their male, another the female , onethe girls, another 
parents; let us now purſue the courſe begun, and 10 ihe boies : one this, becauſe he is noſed like himſelf; 
mention the duty of parents towards their children, the other that, becauſe ſhe hath her cies, gate, and 


THlomicidu 


One wou!d not at firſt perhaps believe what I 
ſay , but it is moſt nndoubted, Parents are in ſome 
ſort more obliged to their children, then chi!dren 
ro parents, For, who is more bourd then te, who, 
by juſtice both divine , and humane, oweth moſt ? 
Now,what owe children to their parents ? The life 
they received, which they canno: render again,and 
therefore are not bound co it : well may they owe 


ſpeech. The farther takes his Idol to his fide, the 
mother hers, and in one and the ſame houſe ſet up 
Altar againſt Altar : If you ſtrike my little Deity, I 


will not ſpare yours ; If you bring not incenſe to * 


mine, | will overthrow yours. Childifh and ridi- 
culous people | to caſt affe&tion on children through 
{entuality, paſſion, and fury, perpetually to fall out 
about children, to let them ſuck diſcord with their 


the honour, which falls upon themſclves , well, the 20 milk , trom the example of thoſe who begot them: 


helps and ſervices in cale of neceſſity. Bur, the ta- 
ther, ſo ſoon as the infinr hath ſer toot into being, 
is very ſtraightly obliged tro provide him two 
things ; Nouriſhmenr, and Inſtruftion, according 
co capacity. Theſe are the two heads of this dif- 
courſe, wherein 1 purpoſe to ſhew ( O Fathers, and 
thers) that you commit a great ſin when, you 
andon your children,to become a prey of miſery, 
ePnorance, and iniquity, 


what is it elſe, bur early to put a ſword into the 
hand of theſe little creatures , but to tear one ano-. 
ther, and to cheriſh faRtions and partialities, before 
their cies be open to underſtand them ? 

Ler them look to it, who governin ſuch manner, 
( ſaith the other ) as for my ſelf, Ttake no other 
care then to breed my children well , and regard 
them all alike, What do you call breed them well ? 
Behold another vice : ſome offend through neg. 


The Reaſons are cvident : for firſt, you ſin a- 30 ligence, others with roo much indulgence. You 


gSainſt the grand law 0i Nature, written by God 
withe ſtyle of fire, not only on the hearts of all li- 
ving creatures, but even on Plants, which is co che. 
riſh what they have produced. Grapes hang on 
the Vine, Fruits on the Tree, and take with time 
their juſt encreafe trom the juice and ſubſtance of 
the wood, which brings them iorth, The Lamb 
knows his Damm amoag a chouſand to ſuck her, 
and ask the tribute of Nature. ' Fagles bear their 


term well-breeding the chiide, to cram himup to 
che throat, and let him have all he asketh, Serleleſs 
creature ! ſee you not firſt, you do a great injury to 
God ? He hath truſted achildein your hand to be 
bred like a man, and you have made a lump of fleſh 
0: 1t,a Bear's whelp,and think there is nothing to be 
done, bur to lick it, that it may grow. Secondly, 
It is a baſe ching to ſay, the ſovereign Creatour 
baving made you a Father, Maſter, DireRovr, and 


young on their backs : Serpents chrow themſ-lyes 4 wovernour, over this Intant, you ſhould iorget the 


many times into boyling Caldrons tofave their 
eggs. The Pelican,as the repor* is lets herſelf blood, 
to make a bath of it for her brood. And you in 
this Veſſel of the vaſt world, wherein all creatures 
row alike in this point according to the conrſe of 
Nature, would you be an unpre Arable burden? De- 
ſerve not you to be baniſhed trom 2ll che parts of 
the earth, and not to enjoy any thing bur hre , or 
nothing to ſertle on, fince the one 1s barren, and 


the other devoureth all, Secondly,see you nor,thar, 5 the life of a Chriftian. He hath renounced faith, wh 


negleQing your children, you do like an \dulterer, 
not a Father ? For whar ſeeks the Adultercr, Poſte. 


chara&er Cod hath engraven on your face, and 
make your ſcita ſlave ot a gluttonous belly, and an 
irregular concupiſcence. Beſides, you pur ſpurs to 
his vices, to make him run head-long into the pre. 
cip.c2 : you nooſe halters to {trangle him, you light 
torches to conſume him. For what good can be ho- 
ped, nay, what evil not expeted froma childe bred 


up in pride and cffeminacy ? Hear Tert://ian ipeak; n;.uiimds 
T ake away the curioſities and ſuper flnitics, It is not ſunt delivie, 


qr arm 
9 ” 5 
miottine & 


breedeth his children in riot, 1s it not a goodly thirg fluxu fides 
to ſee Herciles ſpin filk with thoſe hands, which v7 9/*- 


. * A ” m!! ar }j/o 7 
riry > No, Toafforda child to the world, ſervant were made to vanquiſh monſters? Know, God bath :..cui 7: 
ro God, a citizen to the Common-wealcth ? No, to put us into the world to hew monſters more perni. «tz fe 

” = ® _ 1 113, 
have a creature, who may ſerve for the exerciſe of cious then Hydras, "or-Cerberxs, and nor to make * 


his charity, to be an object of his providence, ard 
an encouragement for his diligence? No, What 
pretends he then 2 Loathſom and lewd luſt, And 
whart do you elſe,when after conſummation.of mar- 


Coronets of Roſes. You cannot breed your chil- 
dren in voluptnouſneſs, and not thereby render 
their ſouls ſoft and effeminate, which quite extin- 
ouiſherh the flame of a gercrous ſpirit: and yer 


riage, and the birth ofa ſon , you careleſly leave 6 you complain, that coming to the degrees of matu- 


him, without providing for his neceſſities ? Beſides, 
if (as faith Tertsllian) it isto be an homicide anti- 


{:tmaro þ dated, to hinder the generation of man, what will it 


prohubere 


then be, when he is alre-dy born and regiſtred a- 


rity, they are {ic tor nothing, but to live lazily, and 
pick quarrels; Butit is no whit to be wondered at ; 
It is the tin&ure you gave them from their moſt 
tender years. You have made them all their life- 


14/1, Ter- F 4 . = - . "is . F _ oy 
— mongſt mortals, through remifneſs and floth ,*to time to dance to the tune of their own proper wills, 
pol. ſuffer him to die with hunger, cold, thirſt, and mi= light, fond, and childiſh , and cow you wou!d pur 


ſery > Whenwrinkles and gricfly hairs ſhall ſeize 
on your forehead , when old age ſhall bow your 
back, and neceflity caſt you into calamity : with 


the bridle over their necks, and make them lead a 
ſerious life. Know you not what happened to che 
horſes of the Sybarites, an effeminate kinde ol peo- 


what face dare you crave help from that fon. or ... ple, who were fo intoxicated and addiced to dan- 
| | ces and balls, that not ſo much as their hortes bur 
learnt to darce ? In the mean time their enemies a. 

: wakened 


daughter, whom you all the time of their life have * 


negle&ted ? Were it not well, all creatures made 
complaint over your aſhes? 
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wakened them, and fo «cloſely purſued them, that 
they were enforced totake arms for the defence of 
their lives. They drew itito the field a brave ſqua- 
dron of Cavalry, the flower and ſtrength of the Ci- 
ty : but a Fidler, ſeeing them approach mounted on 
theſe dancing horſes, promiſed their Adverfaries to 
deliver them into their hands, whileſt they were dan- 
cing : and inſtantly he began to ſtrike up his Violin, 
and the horſes to beſtir themſelves in dancing, to 
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not only ſay, he was a good man in his own perſon, 
but in his whole race , fo far as his power extended. 
As much honour and plory as it is to leave a 
ood Citizen to the Common- wealth; ſo much 
Tegenr and infamy it is, to afford it ungracious 
wretches to trouble its repoſe, diunite peace, and 
embroil affairs. They are ſuch, of whom the Scri- ” 
p:ure ſpeaketh : They ſhall be nails in your eys, and Front vebi 
lances in your fides, and they ſhall oppoſe you in the i 


break all their ranks, and put the Army into difor- 10 /and of your abode, Cruel Father that thou art, c«« in 1ate- 


der ; which ſhamefully made them become a prey 
ro their enetnies. Behold ( O indulgent parents ) 
what happeneth to your children | You have al- 
ways bred them in ſortiſhneſs, ſports, and liberty,the 
fatal plagues of youth : when they muſt eome to 
combate, to undertake ſome brave affair , ſome 
thing important for the =” of their Country, for 
the honour of your houſe, for the advancement of 
themſelves, they ſtand eclipſed. Nay , perhaps it 


who, quite dead, and turned into aſhes, afflicteſt 795 © 
the Common-wealth by Children ill inſtruted, mr vob i 
thou woundeſt and teareſt. Chriſtianity, Were it 1974 b«b1- 
not injuſtice, thinkeſt thou, to break up thy Tomb, j.,"* 
and diſturb thy aſhes, for having voluntarily bred Num. 31. 
a little Viper for thy Country, to which thou art 
accomptable for thy life * And from hence it com- 

eth to qu , that Fathers, who have carried them- . 


ſelves ſo negligently and perfidiouſly in their chil. 


might be colerable, to behold them benummed, and 20 drens inſtrution , are the firſt, who drink down 


ſtupified in worldly affairs, but they are deaf, blind, 
and dumb in matters concerning God : fo thar, 
whil(t you ſeek to make great and powerful Lords 
$-p74 pe- Of them, you (e're aware) have drawn the maledi- 
#« wm, ion of the Serpent upon them; and made them 
& venr"® creep 0n their bellies, as much as to ſay, according 
= to the interpretation of ſome Fathers, to ſpend 
*Em 75 their thoughts, ſtudy, and affe&tion, upon the care 
54% , & and education of the body, to the prejudice of the 


the poyſon they mingled for others, over-whelmed 
with toyls, and miſeries, for the continual diſorders 
of theſe Extravagants, O how often they make 
complaint like the Eagle in the Emblem of 7alias, 
when, ſtrucken by a mortal Arrow , partly framed 
out of her own wings , ſhe ſaid, Out alas, wretch. 
ed bird that lam ! muſtI breed feathers to ſerve as 
a ſwift Chariot to the ſteel, which transfixech my 
body ? Muſt I bring forth children to give me the 


75 x91- Soul. Yer you would have thoſe creatures to be in. 30 ſtroke of death ? What remedy then for this un. 


aig,Lxx ſtructed in the law of God. How can it be? Do 
Irerpre , YOu not well know, that Aoſes,ſeeing the 1/>aclites 
Gene" 3-14 lance with full bellics about the golden Calf, brake 
 * the Tablesofthe Law? If you demand the reaſon, 
ning S. Hierom will tell you, he knew the law of God 
ne» pſe Was not for Sporters, Dancers,and Drunkards , and 
«»d.rete- that in the kingdom of Intemperance an Eclipſe 
mtents' enſues, not only of the Divine Law, but of Nature 
alſo, 
rs »». ſo much recommended in Scripture. Jf you have 
jos, & c- children ( faith the wy: ſe-man ) inſtruft them , and 
oerits te takr great care of them from their childe-hoed, You 
muſt chink your children be as Temples of God, 
recommended unto you from the hand of God 
himſelf, Ir is an intolerable thing to have good 
Cooks, good Lackeys, good Grooms, good Horlſe- 
boys, to ſerve the belly and ſtable : and a Father, 
who ſends his Son to Schole, many times ignorant, 


74M. 


Prov. 7. 


happineſs, which, creeping into the bowels of the 
moſt flouriſhing Monarchies, depopulates and de- 
prives them of good ſubjeRs, and furniſherh them 
with the ſhadows of men ? What remedy , but to 
obſerve three things in this matter ? Firſt, To 
give a good tinure of Religion to your children, 
pious apprebenſions of God, and a filial fear of his 
judgments, Secondly, To manure them with Arts 
ſuitable to their underſtanding and condition, to 


I come to the ſecond point, which is InſtruRion, 40 ſettle them in the world upon ſome good employ= 


ment, leſt, having nought to do, they become fit to 
act any evil. Thirdly, To accommodate them, as 
much - as poſſibly and reaſonably may be, with ex« 
teriour moveables, called the blefſings of Fortune, 
that neceſſity open not them the gate of iniquity ; 
and then leave the reſt to the providence of God, 
whoſe eie is alwaies open over his work. Behold 
the courſe moſt fit to be obſerved ! Piety goeth 
foremoſt : for, as the eloquent Prelate of Cyrenes g,,,c, 4; 


whether the Maſter be black , or white , good , or g9 faith, It is not only the foundation of bouſes, but Arcad. 


bad, milde, or harſh , religious, or wicked, If Kine, 
or Hogs, are to be driven into the fields, one is 
fought out, who knows the buſineſs. But to train up 
a childe of a good family an idle fellow many times 
isrruſted, who hath in him no talent art all, but ma- 
lice and ignorance. Fathers,and Mothers, fear you 
' not, God will ay unto you, My houſe is forſaken, 
I freed it from evil Spirits, 1 with-drew it from the 
power of Divels, I purged, decked,and adorned it; 


of whole Monarchies, 

Parents now adaies ſeek to do quite contrary,and 
ſet the cart before the horſe : they voluntarily imi. 
tate the ſtupidity of thoſe Egyptians, who prepared 
Altars to a Reer-mouſe , Fa no other reaſon, bat 
that ſhe is weakeſighted, and is a friend of the night. 
Now they preferred darkneſs before light, by righr 
of Antiquity : but theſe do much worſe; for, pat- 
ting Heaven and Earth into one balance, they ſet 


= itinto your proteCtion,] m__ it into your gg an eſtimate upon terrene things , to the vilitying 


ands : What have you done with it? Why have 
you pollutedir, and why ſuffer you it ſtill to lie 
drenched in ordure? You have put the Lamb into 
the Wolf*s keeping, you have given the Vitim to 
the flaughter-man, you are the cauſe of his unhap- 
pineſs, you have twiſted the cord of his ruine, fo 
ſoon almoſt as the web of his life. Fathers and Mo- 
thers do well, if they become as great Saints as are 
4+ the Hermitsof the Deſert: but,if they negle& their 


and confuſion of celeſtial. Nay, there are Mothers 
to-be found ſo malicious,as was one named Cleti/da,; 
not the Saint, but a'mad-woman, who, being put 
to her choice, either to conſent, her ſons ſhould en- 
ter into a Monaſtery to become religious , or re- 
ſolve to ſee them loſe their lives. Kill, kill, ſaid 
ſhe, I had rather behold them dead, then Monks, 
How many are there now adays, who for a need 
would ſuffer their children to become Pages to An- 


perfetws in childe, they render themſelves giiilty before God , q tichriſt, to make a fortune, atthe leaſt, would well 


generations 


ng of one of the greateſt injuſtices in the world, The endure to ſee them preferred to honour in the great. 


Geneſ.s.9, Scripture, in praiſing the great Patriarch Noe, doth * 


Trk'sCourt, with fhipwrack of their Religion ? 
There 


Book 3. 


There are few Queen Blanches,cither in courage'or 
worth, who rather deſired to behold her children in 
their grave, then in fin. They muſt now adays be 
either Ceſars, or nothing. None fear to put them 
into infamous houſes, into ſcandalous places, to give 
them moſt wickgd Teachers, to thruſt them into 
ſnares, and ſcandals, under hope of ſome prefer- 
ment, Nay, with how many travels, and ſervices, 
crouchings, and crimes, do theſe miſerable creatures 
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paternal authority for pledge of his wickednefs, I 
leave youto think, if in Exodns 22. he, who una. 
wares ſuffered a ſilly ſpark to fly into his neigh- 
bour's corn, be guilty of the fires hurt, as we here- 
tofore told you , what will it be with a Father, 
who in his houſe hall enkindle the torch of iniqui- 
ty to enflame his whole family ? Firlt then, lay the 
loundation of piety , and conſequently finde em. 

ployments for your children, leſt they conſume in 


Non emnes purchaſe their chains ? All cannot finde a fortune in x q 1dleneſs, whichis the Seminary of all vices, 
curia ad» Court, Warfare picks ont thoſe with a kinae of diſ- 


mitter - £4- 


fra quee of dain, whom it entertains for labours, and hazards of 


laborem & Life. Only Virtue fonts not the gate againſt any , yt 
periculs '** it 5 daily deFpiſed. 
pry ic Unfortunate Fathers and wretched Mothers, live 
gz»; bn+ On gall and tears, riſe and go to bed with gnawing 
lu parer, Caregto ſet an ungrateful ſon on the top of Fortunes 
$:nec. Ey. wheel, who quickly grows weary of them, and af- 
wn ter their deaths,gluts himſelf with chedelights, they 
with ſo much induſtry prepared for him , mindlels , 
of thoſe who obliged him : Nay, far otherwiſe, he 
unfolds the Riots of his unbridled youth even upon 
their Tombs. God grant this evil may paſs no tur. 
ther, and that the father and ſon do not one day re- 
proach one another in the flames of Hell, that the 
one miniſtred matter of damnation , and the other 
cutiet, 4 Ave accompliſhment. zYiliam the learnedBiſhop of 
Lugdun. Logs relateth, that a young Hermit, retiring into a 
rack, P* horrid wilderneſs to attend the exerciſe of penance, 
brcic, It, 
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Charlemain ſoon put his ſons to exerciſes, and 
commanded his daughters to ſow, or ſpin, that the 
gate might be ſhut up againſt lazy ſluggiſhneſs of 
ſpirit, wherewith the ſoul ſuffers ir ſelf infenſibly to 
{lide-into all ſorts of corruptions, Yea, great diſ- 
cretion mult be uſed in this point , not to enforce 
children to undertake Vocations wholly diſpropor- 
tionable to their humours and qualities, to make 
them thereby row all the reſt of their life againſt 


© {he ſtream, Saint Baf/ in the Epiſtle to Endexns 


praiſeth the Athenians, who'tried the nature of 
their children, before they put them to any profeſ- 
ſi0n, propoſing unto them ſundry inſtruments of all 
kinde of Arts, and eaſily admitting that, to which 
they moſt inclined. As for accommodation, you 
mult therein reaſonably provide according to your 
eſtate, and not according to the /extravagant Ideas 
of this inſatiable Age. It is an admirable thing to ſee 


to what a height theſe offices and huge marriages - 


ſaw his father and brother, whom he had lett in che 3o are mounted, [I think they will fly into the Kingdom 


world, embroiled in ill cauſes, at that time deceaſed 
and buried in everlaſting fire , who made hideous 
complaints: the ſon queſtioning his father as authour 
of his ruine, by amaſling unjuſt riches for him, and 
the father anſwering,the ſon was the ſource of all his 
calamities, ſince, to make him rich, he had ſpent his 
miſerable life in perpetual anxiety,and now ſuffered 
eternal puniſhments in the other world, for loving a 
diſloyal ſon more then Almighty God. Curſed 


of the Moon. The time hath been, when a man was 
thought rich, who had fifry Crowns of yearly rent. 
We ftinde when the marriages of the daughters of 
France exceeded not fix thouſand crowns paid 
down. Nay which is more, daughters were bought, 
and now they purchaſe husbands with prodigious 
ſumms. This 18 it, which waſteth ſpirits , which ren- 
ders inſtructions unprofitable, and throws all our 
evils into the deſpair of remedy. If you knew well 


blindneſs, to buy Tortures and Gibbets with afliti- 40 how to order this matter, you would finde repoſe 


ons and croſſes ! O Fathers, and Mothers, let your 
firſt care extend to thoſe whom you begart, to teach 
them virtue rather by your example, then others in- 
ſtru&ion, Theſe young creatures are your ſhadows, 
your ecchoes; they turn and winde themſelves eaſily, 
ro imitate thoſe who gave them life , and from 
whom they hope both wealth and honour. Wo to 
the Father, and Mother, who make their children 
witneſſes of their crimes,and not content to be evil, 


and facility in the reſt of the government of youth : 
and when you have done that which belongs to you 
leave the reſt in the hands of the Divine Provi- 
dence,who well underſtands how to handle the web 
of our lives, and to apply every one to what is fit= 
reft for his ſalvation, Ifall I have ſaid (O Fathers, 
and Mothers) be not ſufficient to inſtruct and per. 
{wade you, I would draw hither out of the other 
world Hely the High-prieſt, ſeverely puniſhed by 


make their ſin immortalin tbe immortality of their 5o the revengetul hand of God, for negligences com- 


diſcent ! An Infant, though but two years old, 
ſhould be uſed with much regard, as if it were an 
Intelligence enchaſed in this little body. It is a great 
facrilege to impreſs the firſt rinfture of vice on 
thoſe, who as yet reſt in the innocency of baptiſm. 
The good Fleazar being adviſed to diſſcmble his 
Religion to ſave bislife , or at leaſt ro make ſem- 
blance of cating hogs-fleſh, beholding round abour 
him many youths, who expected the end of this 


mitted in the education of his children, He would 
cry aloud unto you, I am that Hely , heretofore 
the prime man amongſt the people of God : that 
Hely, from whoſe lips paſſed ſo many brave Ora- 
cles : that Fly, who with the wink of an eie, made 
the people obedient : that Hely, who ſhined as a 
pharus inthe Tabernacle of God, and in the mean 
ſpace, for permitting youthful follies and indiſcrete 
liberty to my children, ſee me become the object of 


combare, pronounced theſe worthy words couched 6othe moſt enflamed anger of God, which may be ima- 


in $: Ambroſe : God forbid] ſhould ſerve for an in- 
centive to the vices of theſe young people , who 
ſhould rather be a pattern of wiſdom. God forbid, 
defile my gray hairs with this execration, and chat 
Poſterity may take notice, I opened the gate to im- 
piety by my example. That is undoubted which Za- 
lins Firmicus ſpake : Nothing hatch ſo much advan» 
ced the power of Satan,as the making ofſinful gods. 
The young man looking on the {tatue of Frpiter 


gined againſt one of my profeiJion. Behold me, caſt 
from the High. prieſthood as a rotten memBer, my 
houſe everlaſtingly deprived of that honourable 
dignity , all my Poſlerity condemned to die under 
the ſcourge of God, and not any one of them ever 
£0 aitain to man's eſtate :.another enriched with my 
ſpoils, which my Nephews ſhall never ſee but to 
wither with grief, in confideration of the felicity of 
cheir rival ; my two Sons ſenſual and voluptuous, 


ſoothed his own luſt, and drew the nouriſhment of 70 ſlain in one day, my equghter-ir-jaw dead in C.hi!d- 


his fin even from Altars. So doth the Son, who be- 
holds himſelf infthe vices of his Yather, and takes 


bed, but above all, through my fin, the Ark of 
God taken away by enemies, and diſhonoured by 
| Infdels ; 
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Funiculus 
triplex diffi . 
eile rumpt- 
fur. 


Infidels : and laſtly, my ſelf buried under the ru. 
ines of my Country, as the laſt Vitim of God's Ju- 
ſlice, O Sovereign Creatour of Heaven,and Eatth, 
how terrible thou art ! nay, how juſt, nay , how 
ſevere, to chaſtiſe Parents tor the fins of their Chil. 
dren ! but how reaſonable in this their puniſhment? 
Fathers, and Mothers fear: Fathers, and Mothers 
ſhake under the hand of the Omnipotent : Fathers, 
and Mothers be ſatified with your own fins, and 
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ter truly very ſtrange, and which confoundeth the 
ingratirude of children, who deign not to preſerve 
the tnemory of their Fathers ſo much as in'their 
hearts, much leſs their aſhes on their bodies; -- 

Hath not Tert»#iay written, that certain people, ,,,,, .. 
called the Naſamones fron much reverence held anima.c.s7 
their meeting over the Tombs of their Anceſtours, 
as upon Oracles ? Doth not Heredotys make menti- 1-44 1/4. 
on of the 7ſſedoxs, a people of Scythia, who enchaſe 


os not your childrens into the other world : in- 1 © the heads of their deceaſed Anceſtours in Gold,and 
ſt 


themſo, that in their education you may 
finde the diſcharge of 

doArine, and you r 
well-bred them. 


our conſciences , they 
, and comfort, to have 


The fourtieth SECTION. 


Advice to Children, concerning the Duty they 
ſhould render to their Fathers, and Mothers , 
contrary to the contumacy of irregularYouth, 


g "He Wiſe-man ſaid, It was an hard matter to 
break a triple Cord, A triple Law , Divine, 
Natural, and Civil, hath ftraightly bound Children 
to the honour, and duty, they ordinarily yield to 
Parents. He 1s forſaken of God, an enemy of 
Nature , and an Infringer of publick Tranquillity, 
who would be exempted. 

Firſt, I ay, Nature diſtilleth with the Soul thoſe 
amorous infuſions of Amity, which Children have 
towards their Fathers, and Mothers, The Beam be- 
longeth to its Sun, the River to its Fountain , the 
Branch to its Tree, andthe Child e to his Proge- 
nitours, They are not Storks alone, who have taught 


us the law of reciprocal Love : Lions, though of 


nature untratable, of live ſavage , even in their 
roaring moods, which make Woods and Mountains 
rremble, give us a leſſon of this Charity. Lions 
Whelps, whoſe paws itch, and blood boileth in their 
Veins, £0 cheartully an hunting to ſeek out food for 
their Sire now worn with age. And Hunters have 
often obſerved an old Lion lying in the enterance 
ofa Cave, and a young one to come laden with 
booty, putting it into the paws of the other,who ex. 
peed it. He received the prey, making ſhew of a 
thouſand thanks to his Whelp, which freely divided 
the prize according to the law of Nature. Theſe in- 
clirations are found even in Birds of rapine, who 
pull the prey one from another, to feed thoſe with 
it, who begat them. 


Albertus Magnus noteth, that Fowlers, ſeeking 50! cir rebellion > Saint Thomas in his ſeventh little s. _—_ 


for Goſhawks,found one in a vaſt Wilderneſs perch- 
ed upon a tree, not offering to ſtir from them, but 
ſeeming wholly immoyable. They wondering why 
this bird flew not away at the ſight of men, as well 
as others of her kinde , perceived, ſhe was weak, 
blinde, lame, and waſted with decrepit age: where- 
npon they hid themſelv&, expeRing the coming of 
other Goſhawks , when inſtantly, behold ! two ha- 
ſtened thither laden with meat, which they pulled 


in pieces, and thruſt into the beak of the poor old 60 Children ( although with dependence on the Sove- 


wr made no doubt, but theſe were the young, 
who fed the Dam. O ! what charms of Nature ? nay 
rather, what providence of God ? Is not he an A- 
peſtata to the great Law of the world, who vio- 
lateth charity due to Fathers, and Mothers? 

As for humane Laws , what bave they in them 
more noble,or Religious, then the charitable offices 


of Children towards thoſe, who begat them? If we 


Elan, 


De animal, 


116. C. 7. 


believe the Hiſtory of the Perſians, there have been 


40 courſes, will not make uſe of any for the honour of 


reverence them as things ſacred? And although 
there be in this aRion reprehenſible ſuperſtition, 
yet it is much more tolerable then the Law of 
the Egyptians , who burnt Incenſe to Rats, and 
Crocodiles. 

On the other part, Nicolas Damaſeene aſſureth vic. Da- 
us, the Pifdiqns preſented the firſt-fruits of all the "** 
Viands of a Feaſt to their Fathers , and Mothers , 


thinking it ah» unworthy thing to take refeRion 
20 without honour done to the Authours of life. 
Yea, Plato paſſerh ſo far,as to call Parents &5aaua- 3p Oags 


Ja, 4 x«uwnaz, as one would fay, Houſhold-Gods, 
the pledges of Religion, the reliques and choiceſt 
pieces of the houſhold treaſure. So/o would never 
eſtabliſh the law againſt Parricides,ſaying,God for- 
bid,a Monſter ſhould ever come into eurCommon- 
wealth. Againſt impoſſible crimes there needs no 
prohibition.Did not Rewslxs the like in the inſtitu. 
tion of his Common- wealth?He never inſerted one 


30 word of the fin of Parricide,as ifit had been a mere 


Chimera: and verily fix hundred years paſſed in the 
City of Rome amongſt Pagans, and not ſo much as 
the name thereof known, The firſt ſtained with this 
barbarous cruelty was one Lucizs Oftins, deteſted 
afterwards through all Ages. Men not knowing 
what puniſhment to invent for this monſtrous fin, it 
was faid, fuch ſhould be thrown into the water,ſhut 
upin a ſack with an Ape, a Cock, and a Viper. 
Finaly, Ariſtetle, = is ever in Argumental diſ- 


Parents: for faith he, That man, who doubteth of "73: 
the honour of Gods, and Parents, let him be inſtru- '** 
Qed, not with words, but ſharp puniſhments. 

As for the Divine Law,what bath it more authen- 
tically recommended, then this band of Charity ? 
What doth it inculcate with more reſpe&, after the 
honour of God, then duty towards Parents? For 
whom are recompenſes awarded, if not for the pie- 
ty of Children ? And for whom Menaces, but for 


Treatiſe obſerveth, how in the Decalogue after that 9e-7- 
which concerneth God, immediately tollowerh the 
precept of the honour due to the Authours of our 

life , for the reſemblance they have to God, And _ 
Phils faith, this Commandment is the knot and y] _—” 43 
of all the Law.Saint Angyſtine writing upon the pal- ; 
ſage of Saint Paul, God, from whom all fatherhood 4 que «tt 
proceedeth , faith, That God is the Prince of all Fa- 7m" 
thers, & Fathers theVicars of God, becauſe they give 


reign Cauſe)both Being, Education,and InſtruQtion. 

This duty of Children towards Parents being 
proved by the trip!e knot of theLaw, Natural,Civil, 
and Divine: I will now enlarge upon the four parts 
thereof, which are,Love, Reverence,exteriour ,and 
interiour, Obggience, and Succour. 1 ſay, Love; for 
what childe 6 there can bate his father, if he be not 
unratural ? How (O wicked ſon)can the hatred of a 
title ſo ſacred, ſo fweer, aſcend into thy heart, if thou 


ſome found amongſt them, who voluntarily made 70 art not become a Bankrupt in nature? If Tigers, 
and Lions had the like obligation, they would ho- 
nour him : .and thou perfecuteſt him, Ah ! but he 

i3 


wounds on themſelves to bury therein ſome part of 
the bodies of their Parents reduced to aſhes? A mar- 


% 


Book 2}. 
is unreaſonable, troubleſom, and inſupportable, 
Whac wilt thou not ſay?Fe is thy father,and there- 
fore to be ſupported. Bebold the rock, whereon all 
the waves ot paſſion ſhould crack aſunder. But [ 
know not whatAntipathy I have contrary to his na- 
ture, I cannot relliſh him. Muſt we talk of Nature, 
when there is queſtion of the God of Nature ? 
Know you not what the excellent Martyr St. 7 »ſtine 
faid,To live according to Natures to live like an [n- 
y=fin. Ep. fidel ? If your nature cannot agree with one, whom 
ad Zena you are bound to love, you muſt bridlethar ill na- 
& 8% ture, you muſt put Reaſon into command, and Paſ- 
: fion into fetters, Tell not me,you have endeavour- 
ed to mollifie it, but finde it untratable. Rather ſay, 
'0u are refractary againſt the yoke, which Nature 
th pur over your neck from your mothers womb: 
for which cauſe, ſee whether in the judgment of 
prudent men, who may adviſe you, you yield him 
that dury, which God commandeth. 
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them into horrible and tragick afts, Never have I 

read any thing upon this ſubje&t without more a. 
mazement, then thar,mentioned in ?»ſtine, of a cer- 

tain African, named Cartallus, who was by the 
people's conſent raiſed to an eminent degree of -di» 
gaity ; and caſually upon ſome ſolemn Embaſfage 

leat into a place,where his father ,with many other 

was baniſhed. He, looking on himſelf at that timelike 

a Peacock, gloriouſly  turniſhed. out with the rich 


20 ornaments of his employment, thought 'it was nor 


ſuitable ro his honour , . to- admit that bis father 
ſhould ſo much as ſee him. The unfortunate father 
became fo enraged with this refuſal,and pride of his 
ſon, that inſtantly he raiſed a ſedition,and muſterin 

together a tumultuary Army of Exiles, he fellupon 
his ſon, alchough a Magiſtrate, took him, condemn- 
ed bim to death, preſently prepared an highGibber, 
and attired (as he was) in Gold and Scarlet, with a 
Crown or: his head,cauſed him to be faſtened to this 


The ſecond part of your tribute is Reverence,For 29 fatal Tree, for a ſtrange ſpeRacle. What fury of de. 


it is natural to fathers, and mothers,who by the light 

of Reaſon are Tenants of that honour, which both 

age, Nature,and the commandment of God hath pur 

into their hands : and if any thing happen to the 

contrary, it galls their heart, and transfixeth them 

more ſenſibly then one can imagine. For which 

Is «ere & cauſe the Wiſe-man ſaid, Hononr thy Father both in 
ſerme. © word, and deed With patience. 

4 It is a malignity, and a moſt intolerable baſeneſs, 


tia, bonora 
patrem 


ſpiſed Nature is this, and what butchery? 
Let us paſs on to the third tribute, Obedience , 
which (as an Antient ſaid) is the mother of felicities: 
it 1s the firſt band of Families, and chief foundation 
of Vonarchies.S.Gregory Nyfſex bath a notable Ob. 
ſervation, ſaying, That Aoſes of ſet purpoſe cauſed 
the Hebrews to wear Ear-rings, giving them there- 
by to underſtand, their beauty and grace was in the 
ear,to wit, in obedience : ll verily in Exodzusthe Tolbre in 


whe ſee children of poor, or indifferent extraction, 30 people beginning to revolt,their Ear-rings were ta. filia* 
«233, ec 


T” * advanced either by the gale of favour, or by their 
cravel and induſtry,to ſome publick charge, who no 
ſooner have ſet foot therein, but their brains turn, 
and they ſcarcely acknowledge thoſe, who gave 
them life and breeding, which 1s the firſt moveable 
of all the wealth they either poſſeſs, or may hope. 
But yet far more barbarous are they, that deſpiſe 
their parents, who, heretofore rich and wealthy,are 
now deſpoiled even to nakednefs, and drawn dry to 


the very marrow,to place them in Nignities. This is 49 perceived the youngeſt of them played a little liber- 


a tyranny ,which deſerveth, that all theRavens from 
the brooks, and lay-ſtals, ſhould fly with fury upon 
him to pick out the eys of this offender, who hath 
dared to contaminate himſelf with ſuch an attempr, 
Ungrateful creature,thou art aſhamed of Nature, 
thou bluſheſt at the Divine Providence, what ſay 
Tbluh ? nay, thou diſmembrelt it : a father,who is 
the Ornament of thy head, and happineſs of thy 
houſe, if thou knowelt how to uſe him, reduced b 


rum veſtre- 


ken from them, as from men unworthy of this pri- rum cari- 

vilege. Thar, which is expreſſed in Dexteronomy, is 2 © 
much more bloody and terrible, where the father ,—rhymyny 
and mother are permitted to bring forth a diſobe- Fil nofter 
dient and refra&ary ſon in publick, and upon their 5 7* 


V5 & Cons 


own depoſition to cauſe him to be ſtoned to death twmax 7, 
by the people.It ſeems this Law was well underſtood ms” 


by a filly Peaſant (a MMardonian by Nation) named £5, 
Rachones , (a) who, being the father of ſeven ſons, —_— 
luxuria, Joly 


tine, and unbridled Colt - what doth he to bring 4*« convi- 


him back into the ſtable ? Firſt, He cndeayoured ro {2 
cure him with fair words and reaſons, bur, finding owe popu. 


him to reject all manner of good counſel, he boung  & =«- 
his hands behind him , carried him before a Magi- peu. «. 
ſtrate, accuſed him, and requires he may be pro- 2», 2r. + 
ceeded againſt, asa Delinquent againſt Nature.The {// — | 
Judges, who would not diſcontent this incenſed fa- lib, x. 


ther, nor hazard the life of 'this young man, ſent 


thy inſenſibility, thy cruelty, into the condition of 59 them both to the King ; who ar that time was Ay- 


a Ar whilelt thou perhaps feedeſt dogs, hawks, 
or ſome tatal Harpies, worſe then dogs, or hawks. 
Where is thy brow,thy bluſhing, thy underſtanding? 
O, bur he is poor. True, becauſe thou haſt deſpoiled 
him, becauſe thou haſt waſted him, becauſe he vo. 
luntarily made himſelf poor, to make thee rich. 
Tell me,was it not an hononr to King Apathocles, 
who, from being the ſon of a Potter, raiſed his for- 
tune toa Throne: wasit not (I ſay) an honour to 


taxerxes : the good man went thither, reſolved to 
ſeek his ſon's death ; where, pleading before the 
King with much fervour and forcible reaſons, Ar- 
taxerxes ſtood amazed at his courage. Burt how can 
you (my friend) ſaid he, endure to fee your ſon die 
before your face?He being a Gardiner,*As willingly 
* (faid he) as I would pull away leaves from a rank 
© Lettice,& not hurt the roor. The King, perceiving 
this reſolution & zeal of juſtice in the poor man,of a 


mingle, on his Cup-boards, earthen veſſels with his 60 Gardiner made him a Judge,and ſeverely threaten- 


rich pieces of gold and (ilver plate, that he might 
not belie his birth 2 Nay, fo far was he from bluſh- 
ing, or from being aſhamed ar ir,that he made boaſt 


and a trophey of ic. What then would he have done 


by his poor father, if he ſer ſuch a value upon the 

mean implements of his Cottage? And thou, whol- 

ly Chriſtian as thou art , canſt not behold without 

confuſion of thy countenance, what a great Ca- 

ptain, a great King, a great States-man, fought to 
' proclaim to all the world. 


| Contempt of the perſon of Fathers entereth ſome- 
times ſo far into their ſouls, as it hath cranſporced 


ed his ſon with death,if his carriage were not better, 

See young man ; behold, wicked ſon, who diſo- 
beyeſt thy facher, and mother , nor in a ſlight mat- 
ter or, of little importance, but in ſuch, as concerns 
thy lite, fafery, and reputation : ſee what thou maiſt 
expe trom the juſtice of God, ſince that of men 
hach ſo much ſeverity in this point. 


- 


You dare diſpenſe with your ſelves in the Lawy 
of Piety, and Religion, nor ſhewing even on Feſt» 
70 val days any more feelin of-God then a bea{t,doth 
this ſeem tolerable ? you haunr the company of Buf- 
toons, wickedand wretched creatures, which wony 

P 2 ths 
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the means that are not yours, weaken your body, 
violate your reputation, ard defile your ſoul, and 
is not-rhis a crime ? You make reſolutions, and 
frame Chimeras,withour adviſe either of father,or 
mother, you bring them into debt, you treat clan- 
deſtine marriages, you thruſt thoſe alive into their 
graves; who gave you life, and can you think the 
vengeance of God will ever have leaden feet? Faith- 
lefs.and brutiſh as you are, how many Fathers for 


InflruRions for Children, Part 1. 


« fails either in the honour, or aid, he ſhould yield/-"«/ «> 


1m 144 VIrtu- 


* to his parents : nay more, he ſhall ſerve them as a ;,, xccies, 
* Servant his Maſter, We need not here ſeek out 3. 1415- 


examples in holy <cripture, or where the Law of | hoy ori 


Nature ishandled , the more our proofs are taken rar paren- 
from Infidels, who had nothing art all, but the light 7 & qua: 
of reaſon,ſo much the more colour and weight they [zrvic is, 


have. 1 will not make mention here of a Roman guiſe ED 
Erwnr, 0 » 


daughter (a) who fed her father from her own {,) g1goc 


far les faults have inflicted ſeverities on their chil. , , breaſts, condemned to die of hunger between four {.s. «. 3+ 


dren,dreadful even tothoſe,who read them? Afar- 
cs Scanrus,in the Roman Hiſtory ,ſent this meſſage 
to his fon, who fled with the reſt of his Army de- 
feated by the Cimbrians : Son, you are born of a fa- 
ther, who knows either to vanquithor die : rather ſend 
me your beues then return alive after the death of your 
h»wnr.A father could not endure the flight ot a ſon, 
which wes very excuſable ina general defeat, be- 
cauſe it ſeemed to calt ſome blemiſh upon his Fami- 
ly, and you, who ſurcharge your houſe with re- 
proach, and confuſion, would you eſcape unpuniſh- 
ed ? Another Father, Aus Fulvivs, underitand- 
ing his ſon had ranked himſelf in the FaCtion of Ca= 
tilixe (a wicked wretch, who ſupported and de- 
bauched all the youth of Rowe) cauſed him to be 
taken in the place, and condemned to death,and this 
young man, begging pardon with all manner of ſup- 
pliant intreaties, had no other anſwer, but, * Son, I 
* begat you to make war upon Cati/ize in your 


walls; yott may ſufficiently ſee that often recorded 
in writing, Yea, under Peter of Caſtile there lived 
a man, that never ceaſed weeping until he were put 
to death inſtead of his father, who was to be exe- 
cuted. 1 ſpeak nothing now at all of that, but can- 
not omit an example recounted in the Zibliotheck 
of the great wit Photizs, who telleth, on a time 
there happened in Sicily (as it hath often been ſeen) 
an —_ of e/£txa, now called Monnt-Gibel, Tt 


© 15 abideous thing, and the very image of Hell,to be- 


hold a mountain, which murmurs, burns, belches 
up flames, and throws out its fiery entrails, making 
all the world fly from it. It happened then, thar, in 
this borrible and violent breach of flames,every one 
flying and carrying away all they bad moſt pretious 
with them, two ſons, the one called Azapias, the 
other Amphinomas, careful ofthe wealth,and goods 
in their houſes, refle&ed on their father, and mo- 
ther,both very old, who could not fave themſelves 


© Countrie's quarrel, not in C ati/ine's cauſe to aſſail 3o from the fire by flight , and where ſhall we (ſaid 


* your mother. And who can but wonder at another 
Torgatwy , that hada fon in great employments 
of the Empire, flouriſhing in honour,age, and re- 
putation , who, being :ccuſed by the Embaſſadours 
of AMacedenia to have ill-carried himſelf in their 
Province,when he had it in charge; this Father, with 
the Senate's permiſtion, would himſelf be Judg in 
the Son's cauſe, heard the accuſers two whole days 
rogether, confronted witneſſes , gave his ſon full 


they). finde a more precious treaſure then thoſe, 
who begat us? The one took his father on his 
ſhoulder, the other his mother , and ſo made 
paſſage through the flames. It is an admirable thing, 
that God in conſideration of this piety, though pa. 
San, did a miracle: for the monuments of all Anti. 
quity witneſs, the devouring flames ſtaid at this 
ſpectacle, and the fire roaſting and broyling all 
round about them, the way only,through which 


ſcope to defend himſelf, and ro produce all. that he 4o theſe two good ſons paſſed, was tapiſtred with freſh 


could for his juſtification, in the end on the third 
day he pronounced ſentence : 7: having ſufficiently 
been proved unto me, that my {on Syllanus hath ill ac- 


quitted his charge, ans taken money from the allies of 


the Roman People, contrary to the command of Las, 
and Honeſty, I declare him from this time forward 
unworthy both of the Commun-wealih,«nd my houſe? 
The untortunate ſon was ſo overwhelmed with me- 
lancholy upon this judgment given by his father, 


that the next night he killed himſcif,and the facher, 5 oo ſtrug 


eſteeming him degenerate, would not ſo much as 
honour his funerals with his preſence. Good God, 
what ſeverity , what thunders , wbat lightnings 
againſt the diſobedience of ſons among ” 6p And 
you wicked ſons, in Chriſtianity, here the Law of 
Love ſhould oblige you to the duty, which 1 prove 
unto you, with an adamantine knot, do you think, all 
1s permitted you? And you fathers,are not you moſt 
worthy of your unhappineſs, when you cheriſh b 


verdure,and called afterward by poſterity The Holy 
field in memory of this accident. 

What may we anſwer to this, what can we fay, 
when the virtues even of Pagans dart lightening- 
flaſhes of honeſty and duty into our eys ? What 
braſen or adamantine brow can covetous and cai- 
tiff ſons have , who, being rich and abounding in 
means, deny neceſſary things to thoſe, who brought 
them into the world, yea bave the heaft to ſee them 

plc with extreme miſery, whileſt they offer a 
ſacrifice of abomination to their burning avarice ? 
Wicked ſon, wretched daughter, know you what 
you do, when you commit ſuch a cfime ? You hold 
the ſoul, blood,and life of your progenitors in your 
coffers,you burn them with a ſott fire, you conſume 
them with a lingring, and ſhamefnl death , you are 
accomptable before God for what they ſuffer, And 
for whom is remorſe of conſcience ? for whom infa. 
my ? for whom neceſlity ? for whom puniſhments 


negligent and ſoft indulgence the diſobediences of 5oin the other life: but for ſuch,as in this manner abuſe 


your children; which you ſhould root up from their 
infancy, and not ſuffer them to grow, to the pre. 
judice of your houſes, with ſo many bloody Trage- 
dies, as are ſeen in the mournful theatre of the 
world's miſeries ? 

*Ler us conclude upon the fourth duty of children, 
which is Succour: ©* Son, receive the old age of thy 
* father and mother in thy boſom : take heed,thou 
** do not contriſtate them in any kind: beware thou 


a treaſure ſo recommended by God ? Take heed(O 
children) take heed of breaking this triple cord of 
the Law Divine, Natural,and Civil, which indiſſolu- 
bly tie you to the exerciſe of that piety, which you 
have abjured. Take heed of irreverence, diſobedi- 


ence,and ingratitude rowards your parents , expe&t 
not only in the other life rhe unavoidable puniſh» 


ments of God's Juſtice againR ſuch contumacy, but 
in this preſent life know you ſhall be meaſured with: 


*©{corneſt them not if they chance to fall into any 4g the ſame meaſure you afforded others. You know 
the Hiſtory of the miſerable Father dragged by the 
hair with the hand of his Son unto the threſhold * 

ls 


* debiliry of ſpirit , aſſiſt chem with all thy might. 


«;, vema® Tt followeth,** The childe,which feareth God, never 
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his door , where ſeeing himſelf unworthily uſ:d, 
Hold ſon, faith he, it is enough : the Juſtice of God 
hath given me my due, I committed the like. out- 
rage heretofore againſt my Father, thy Grand-fa. 
ther, which thou at this inſtant a&teſt upon me: I 
dragged him hither, and behold me hither haled , 

no further. O Juftice ! O terrour ! O dreadful 
Deacle | Great eye of God, which never fleepeſt 
over thecrimes of mortals ! O divine hand, which 
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Onhappy Politician. 


which yok ſhall enjoy in the other world. And you 
likewiſe,fathers, and mothers, embrece charity ro- 
wards your good children with all affeRion, and, if 
any forget their duty, and afterward ſtretch our 
hands humbly to your obedience, receive them into 
favour,exerciſe mercy towards them, as you deſire 
ſhould be done to you by God our common father, 
But,if you ſtill groan under the ingratitude of wick» 
edchildren, and the fear of future evils, wipe away 


ever beareſt arms of vengeance hanging over the 10 your tears, ſweeten your acerbitles , ſeaſon your 


heads of rebellious children! How terrible thou 
art ? who can but fear thee ? who will not hereafter 
tremble at the apprehenſion of thy judgments ? 
Children,be pions, live in the duty you have vow- 
ed and reſigned to your progenitors,and to all your 
ſuperiours ; live full of honour and glory in this 
world, live in expeRation of palms and crowns, 


bitterneſs with the comfort of a good conſcience. 
When you have done all you can, and all yon ought 
ro do, leave the ſucceſs to God, and ſay unto him, 
My God, who baſt ſeen the cauſe of my aflitions 
to proceed from my ſelf, accept my good deſires for 
the works of this evil childe, my ſufferings in fatis- 
faRtion, and my patience for ſacrifice. 


. 
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The Unhappy Politician. 


Itherto having propoſed the Motives, 
4 and Obſtacles , that men of Quality 
1 TXT BS, finde in the way of Chriftian perfeRti- 
 $SS&H 0n,1 have made a colleRion of the moſt 
wholeſom Inftruftions , which © may 

uide them to the wiſdom of heaven, Conſequent. 
y I purpoſe, according as time and leiſure will per- 
mit, to write the Hiſtory of the Holy Courts, pur. 
ſuing the courſe, which I propoſed in the Preface. 
But this Volume, being become big already in the 
Preſs, requireth nothing bur the ſeal upon it. Be- 
hold the cauſe, why 1 have been willing to affix it 
thereon with two Books of grave and admirable 
Hiſtories, which may ſerve as a ſcantling of the 


nhgigpicer Tincend. The ſcope of all this work is 
o___—_— moſt worthy ſaying of S. Auguſtine , 
thaF®Nothing is ſo miſerable as the proſperity of the 
wicked, nothing ſo happy as true aud ſolid piety. 

To bring theſe two verities into their full luſtre 
of light, as well by example, as precept, I have cho- 
ſen rwo Courts very different. The one is the Court 
of Herod, the other of Theodoſins the Younger. In 
the one, the diſaſters of impiety are beheld , in the 
other, the happineſs of virtue. Verily, I have caſt 
the eye of my conſideration upon divers Hiſtories, 
and have ſeen none, which may make great men 
more ſenſibly apprehend, how thoſe, who rule in 
Courts, and places of dignity by mere policy, and 
humane prudence, accommodatingReligion to their 
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with the moſt diſaſterons death, that may be ima. ® 


gined. That alſo,which bath made me reſolve upon 
this Hiſtory (drawn from-?oſephus, with ſome other 
little Fragments, 8& Memorials,dilating it according 
to the talent of my ſtile, without uſing any ether 
tranſcription) is,that, beſides the unhappy Politician, 
you ſhall read therein 7anocexcy: perſecnted in the 
life of a Lady,who hath been a true mirrour of Pa- 
tience,and whom I purpoſe to propoſe as one of the 


10 —_— ornaments of our Holy Court. It is from 


ence I may truly gather a moſt beautifall Roſe 
amongſt the ſharpe& Thorns, ſhew the calmeſt ſere- 
nity in the rougheſt ſtorms, and ſeek the Hony- 
comb in the Lion's throat : ſince I in Herod's Court 


endeavour to find out the patient,and chaſte Afari- —_ 
amne,the true Table of innocency unworthily uſed. Herod, the 


The ſufferance of this poor Queen would deſerve Tifture of 
, ® . Patience, 
to be conſecrated with a pen ot Adamant -in the 


Temple of Eternity, fince ſhe is able to dazle the eys 


20 of the moſt hardy, to repleniſh the mouths of the 


moſt eloquent, and raviſh the minds of thoſe, who 
admire no vulgar things, God, who ever raifeth 
the glory of his Elect as it were upon the depth of 
the greateſt miſeries, ſecing the ſoul of this Princeſs 
amongſt the moſt eminent and illuſtrions, thoughc 
he mult give her a large field for encounter,to reap 
the richelt palms of patience, and he gave her Herod, 
a bad husband, a barbarous perſecutour,an infamous 
executioner : but ever more ſuitable to the patient 


own intereſt, are deceived, then the life and death 30 Afariamne in the quality of a Perſecutour, and an 


of this unfortnnate King of 7adea. He had an infi- 
nite natural judgment, an admirable penetrating 
wit, a courage unſpeakably dauntleſs. A man,who, 
derived from nothing, advanced his Fortune even 
to the Regal Throne, and eſtabliſhed it amongſt ſo 
many thorny affairs, as to make himſe!f admired by 
the wiſeſt of the world. But, becauſe he built upon 
this Maxim of impiety, that Religion and Law 
muſt be made to ſerve our proper intereſts, he led 


Hang-man, then in the office of an Husband. To 
conceive the ſtrength of this anvil, we muſt know 


the force of the hammer, which beaterh dn it. To 


ſpeak ſufficiently of the ſingular virtue of this 
Queen, we muſt thereunto oppoſe the malice of 
Herod : we neceſſarily muſt behold how this diſloy- 
al man, holding his life, ſcepter , and crown from 
the houſe of Aariamne, for recompenſe thereot 
rook from her, her ſcepter, crown, and life,after he 


4 life full of crimes, and diſturbances, concluded 40 had drawn her bowels our, cauſing her neareſt of 


kin 
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of the 


kin to be put to death before her eyes, then caſting 
her all bloody upon the Pile, where the bodies of 
her Parents and Brethren were burned, as the laſt 
facrifice of his fury, yet never at all ſtartling her in- 
vincible patience. Every man ſpeakeih of Herod, as 
of a man of Mortar ſteeped in Blood,as of a Tyrant, 
whg would murther Mercie it ſelf; but every one 
knoweth not the wiles he uſed to poſſeſs himſelf 
both of the Queen Mariamve,and Sceptre of David, 
oppreſſing the one with all ingratitude,and govern- 
ing the other with unſpeakable miſchief. 

About ſome fiftie years before the Nativity of 
our Lord and Saviour, the Kingdom of 7xdea,which 


Kingdom had ſubſiſted , —_ amongſt ſtrange Eclipſes, 


ot fudea 
before He 
yod cameto A thouſand years, 


and horrible vicifficudes, from King David, almoſt 
afrer it had ſo many times totter- 


theCrown. eq, and ſo often by many ſhocks and concuſſions 


been eſtabliſhed, in the end found its total ruin and 
Tumb in the diſcord of two brothers. Ar that time 
Hyrcanus Reigned, a good man, but a bad King, 


—_ who neither had Fortitude, Valour, nor Courage, 
He uſed as much remiſneſs in his Charge, as he pra. 
Qiſcd innocencie in his Manners, His overmuch 
ealineſs made him degenerate into a certain ſtupidi- 
tie, and, being unapr to doill, he rendred himſelf 
capable to be an inſtrument of all kind of evils, by 
being too eaſiefor the impreſſions of another, He, 
acknowledging his own weakneſs, freely reſigned 

41/41, he dignity and burchen ot rule to his Brother Ar;. 

r:tobulms 

ſucceſs, and many enterpriſes. 

B08  Inthe meantime Paleſtine, during the inconſtant 

Antypatey > 

He Faf.er WAVErINg Of this Royalty, was much courted by her 

offervd Neighbours; but above all by Axtipater, Father of 

—_ Herda, an Idnumean by Nation, an Arabiax in man- 


dom of Nners; who,being Wealtby,Fa&ious,able to overturn 


7 rudeas 


a largeEmpire by his ſubtil wiles, had tor a longtime 
a Plot upon the Kingdom of 7xdea.He well foreſaw, 
it would be a matter, very difficult for him to force 
a paſſage foc his wicked ends, whilſt this couragious 40 
Lion Ariftobalns,bare ſway, but were he diſmount- 
ed, and Hyrcanns ſeated again in his Throne, all 
would be in his own power. What doth this Ara- 
bian then ? He ſoweth in the ſouls and minds of the 
people ſeeds of revolt againſt Ariſtobu/ns, ſaying, 
They were very remiſs,and diſtoyal, ſo to ſuffer Hyrcanus their 
lawful King tobe dethronid, to whom Nature had granted 
Empire, to tr.nsfer the Kingdom to a mutinou« aud turbul-nt 
ſpirit, who quickly would with ill manag* make them feel the 
ruin and deſolation of all Paleitine. That thry bad forſaken 
a King blam:-worthy in nothing but in ſurpluſage of goodue(s, JO 
to tak another, who,having made entry into principality by the 
gate of infidelity,could nt reiga but in the diſaſterous miſery of 
bis Country, Although Hyrcanus ſhould ys. 1d up bis right, be 
were diſpenſable inthis his modeſtly. The more unworthy he 
ſhould eſteem himſelf to rule, the more were his worth. The 
glory, which he endeavoured to decline in the undervaluing 
of hs owa perſon, would wait upon him even to hu Tomb. Yea, 
(huld they objrft tobim bis.gre:t ſweerne's, and facility of 
nate, it were more ſuitable to the picty and gentlene(s of the 
Jews. If Doves were io chooſe themſelves a King, they would 
rather have a Sta'n”, then a Sprrrow-hawh. 

'This wily ſpirit by ſuch lIikeR emonſtrances quick- 60 
ly found muchcredulity, partly in the minds of thoſe 
who affeted innovation, partly amongſt ſuch as 
were guided by juſtice , 'bur all ſaw not how under 
the colour of publick good he ſought to'raiſe a Mo» 
narchie ſor himſelf, or his Heirs, He, thus having 
already pur the Iron into the Fire, gained the hearr 
and opinion of Hyrc:nws by all kind of obſervances 
and teſtimonies of Amity, which was a matter not 
hard to do, this Prince ſuffering himſelf robe go- 
verned by thoſe;who made ſhew of any the leaſt af- 70 


Cunning feRtion towards him. Behold him now as Procura- 


of Antip a 


fer, 


tour, Tutour,and Maſter of this flexible ſpirit, whom 
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he ſo under pretext of friendſhip poſſeſſed, that the 


ations of Hyrcanis ſought nq other iſſue, no other 
extent, but as they were guided by the thought and 


Part 1: 


counſels of Antipater. Notwithitanding, when he 
propoſed to him tro make War againſt his Brother, 
to repoſleſs himſelf of the Royal Throne, he found 
his heart all of Ice, and was fain to uſe his beſt en- 
deayour to enkindle him, by reaſon of the exceſſive. 
coldneſs of Nature. In the end he one day plainly di- 


10 ſcovered to him, That this is abrenunciation of rule,whick 


he had tranſafted wuh bu Brother, was a thing incompatz- 
ble with bis honour and life. What eye would not be diſſolved 
#1to tears, to behold bim deſpicable, and wretched, whileſi bis 
Brother lived in all Superabundance,and Pomp? It were to con- 
found the Laws of Natuve, it were !0 authoriſe Tyranny, 
to ſay, that little Theeves (houtd live in Fetters, and Ariſto- 
bulus, who had uſurped a Kingdom, fit in Silken Robes,and je- 
ſplendently glitter in Diamonds. That « Kingdom was a rt, 
which never was to be put off but with life, That they were tals 
of lazy Philoſophers 10 affirm, that Diadems were tiſſued with 
Thorns, their Rubies and Diamonds never baving pricked any 


20 man. The life,whichHyrcanus then lead,was good for a Religt- 


046 Eſſean,but not for a King. To conclude, that the people de- 
fired with paſſioa to {ee him reeſtabliſh:d ia the Throne of his 
Anceftours. He plied the ear of the Prince with ſo 
many forcible words, that he already began to gain 
him : but yet found himſelf combated by two pow. 
ertul reaſons, the one was his Oath, by which he 
had renounced Principalitie,and the other his weak» 
neſs. From the Oath Axtipater abſolved him, ſay- 
ing,he had ſworn to a Sin,and that there was no ob- 


Robulus, a valiant and hardie man, who had lictle 30 ligation to execute it, For inability, he made over. 


ture unto him of Arabian ſuccours, which he had in 
his power. $0 that finding him wavyering upon this 
wicked paſſage, he caſt into his ſoul black jealouſies 
of his brother, as of him, who, after be had uſurped 
his eſtate, would enterpriſe on his life, counterfeiting 
conſpiracies framed againſt him with ſo much arc, 
that Hyrcaxns yielded himſelf up, and gave himan 
abſolute commytion to make War, or Peace, as beſt 
pleaſed him. This concluded, the apple of diſcord is 
caſt, Antipater faileth not to ſolicite Arerhas the 
Arabiay King, who cometh withan huge Army to 
fall upon Paleſtine, not without Barbarous ho- 
ſtilities and lamentable diſolations, even to the near 
ſtraightning of Ariftebalus, and the holding him 
Belieged in fernſalem , the capital City of his 
Kingdom, : 


But as the greateſt Serpent devoureth the gr 


Pompey in 
Taleftine, 


it happened abourt the time of theſe undertakiy 
the Romans, under the condudt of Powpey the GrFar, 
making their Fagles to glitter in Syria, and leading 
an Arrny of fire, before which the petty Kings were 
but as Chaff, forced the Arabian to retire into his 
Kingdom, they marching in all parts Victorious,and 
undertaking to give Law, Peace, and War to whom 
they pleaſed, The two Brothers fail not to ſeek the 
gracious favour of the Romay, every one in his own 
way, with their beſt endeavour, well ſeeing, that 
therein was the main of the buſineſs. Ariftobulus as 
the more free, couragious, and royal, found in the 
vety beginning moſt favour, having preſented to the 
Roman, amongſt other largeſſes,a golden Vine,one 
of the moſt curious Workmanſhips of the world, 
which was afterward ſeen to ſerve as an Ornament 
in the Capitel. In the end, behold the rwo Brothers 


- conteſting art the feet of Pompey, to plead, not for a 


Medow, or a Vine-yard, bur for a Kingdom, little 
conſidering, that putting their fortune into the hand 
of a ſtranger, who had no other law bur his own 
ambition under the ſhadow ofArbitration he would 
fix bis Tallons. Artizater beholding from the be. 
ginving the Balance to bend towards Ariſtobulus, 
as unto him, from whom the Rowans bad moſt cauſe 

to 
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to hope readieſt ſervice for their pretenſes, ſpared 
not to diſgrace him,to lay aſperſions on him, to caſt 
the Romans into a diſtruſt of his ſpirit, and perpetu- 
ally play the ſleeping dog before Pompey, in ſuch 
ſort,that Ariſtob»l/us,torelecing well,that this perni- 
cious man,abuſing the name and weakneſs of hisBro- 
ther, ſold them both to the Rowans, ſtood upon his 

uard, having more animohitie then ability co reſiſt 
bs Army of a vaſt Empire, The poor prince,ſhrink- 
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Unhappie Politician, | 
tations of theſe weeping women, and incited by the 
Peers of his Kingdom, he ordained, that Herod 
ſhould appear betore a Tribunal of Juſtice; Inthis 
action the young man ſufficiently ſhewed the bold- 
neſs of his ſpirit, and fierceneſs of his courage. The 
other, who were accuſed,came to this Parliament of 
Zadea altogether in mourning habit, he thither 


went as to a Feaſt, or a Theatre, waited on with a 
flouriſhing retinue,cloathed in Scafler, frizled, per- 


119 


ing under the burthen of ſuch an enterpriſe, is ta- 10 fumed,and beſides with the recommendations ot the 


ken, put into Fetters, with two of Sons, and as ma- 
4.4, ny Daughters, and was lead to Rome to ſerve asa 
— ſport in Pompey's Triumph. 7eraſalem is made tri- 
7--ſalem butary, the High-PrieX's place given to Hyrcanm, 
wibutary- and all authority inthe hand of Antipater. It was a 
ſpeRacle,which drew tears even from thoſe, who be- 
fore loved not Ariſtobalns, to behold this unfortu- 
nate King in fetters, with the Princes his Sons, and 
thoſe much to be deplored Princefſes, his Daugh. 


Romans, who ſent nothing but armed words, com- 
manding the Judges to pardon without any other 
Proceſs, He, then being but fifteen years old, fo a- 
mazed the Judges, and Advocates, with his very fa- 
ſhion, and countenance, that of all thoſe, who were 
prepared for long pleadings againſt him, there was 
not one to be found, that had the heart co mutter in 
his preſence. One of the Judges, called Sameas, an 
honeſt man and more hardie then the reſt, cried our 


: Vu : Liberty of 
ters, all heirs of their Father's miſeries, who left 26 aloud to King Hyrcanss there preſent, Sir, ] wonder 


their Country, where they had flouriſhed with ſo 
much bonour, ro ſeek, amongſt tedious and irkſom 
Voyages both by Sea and Land, ſervitude, or death, 
which ever is the ordinary Vow, and Prayer of the 
tniparer yeretched. Antipater as yet all bloody gathered the 
abliſhcs lm of this victory, and eſtabliſheth his little Mo- 
narchy, which he along time had plotted, Hyrcanms 
reſembled an old Sepulchre, which retaineth no- 
thing but a bare title , all was ated by him in appa- 


Judg. 
wot, this young Lord cometh in ſuch equipage to this 


Bar,cvery one deth what he can for his own ſafeguard: 
but I admire, that you and your Council lalfer him 
thus to proceed, as if he came hither not to be adjudged, 
but to mutther the f udges : you preſently through fa» 
vour will enfranchiſe him but he one day by 7uſtice will 
aſſail youw. Andverily of the whole Senate no one 
eſcaped, whom Herod, being come to the full ma- 
nage of the Kingdom, put'not to death, except him, 


rence, and nothing for him in effe& : the other en- 30 who dehvered his opinion with ſuch liberty. It is res 


tertained and courted the Romans with his money, 
gave Preſents, ſent, and received Embaſſadours, 
practiſed ſupports, gained correſpondencies, cor- 
rupted powers, ruined reſiſtances, which oppoſed 
his greatneſs, and made this poor High-Prielt in all 
things to bear the}ſeeming Scepter. Then, ſeeing him 
dayly become tore weak then himſelf,ro ſecure this 
ſtate upon his own Sons, he makes the eldeſt, to wit 
Phaſelus,Governour of Feruſalem,and giveth to He- 


ported of Sameas, that, when atterward there was 
queſtion moved to receive Herod for King, the rgit 
conſtantly oppoſing ir, be freely ſaid, he gaye hi 
voice to Hered ;, and ſome amazed thereat, Let it 

not ſeem ſtrange nuto you (ſaith he.)Ged in his indig- G46 
uation will give unto you a bad King, and a worſe b nes 
cannot finde then Herod: he is the ſcourge you ſtand iy 

need of ,to chaſtiſe your infidelity. Hyrcanusthen ſeeing 

the Judges animated by Sameas, more inclining to 


rod his youngeſt theTetrarchy of Gali/ee. Some time 4© the balance of juſtice then mercy,cauſed him fecrer- 


Unhappy afrer,having ſucked down all the wind, which his am- 
£011465"* bition preſented ro him, and not knowing what more 
to do,he drank a cup of Poyſon, which in a Banquer 
was offered to him by the ſlie cunning of Aalicachis 
enemie. Behold the currentof humane things! Theſe 
ſpirics,enragedly mad afcer greatnefs,which cheypur- 
tue with all manner of toyl,and ſiniſter praftiſes, are 
as thoſe litcle bubbles, thatriſe on thewarter in time 


o! Tempeſt, rhey encreaſe, andcrack in a moment. 


ly to be ſhifted away. For he emboſomed him with 
love, and ſo hatched the Serpent's egg in his breaſt. 

Hered, nothing inferiour to his Father in policie, 
purſuing his plots and examples, inſeparably united 
himſelf to the Rewans, gaining them with all manner 
of ſervices, and entertaining Hyrcanss to ſerve his 
turns, as a ſhadow, with all manner of complacence, 
and flattery. The Kingdom of 7dea ſeemed as v=t 
not to behold him but at diſtance, his brother Phaſe- 


| Antipater being dexd, his two Sons, Phaſelxs and 5 © 1#5,a5 the eldeſt held the beſt part. Ariſfobalus,whom 


Hered,divide the tucceſlion , each one holdeth firm. 
ly his thare,and ſtriveth to poſſeſs the heart of Hyr- 
Beginning cauus, making him always perſonate his own part. 
ot #44 Herod, as ſoon as he was in office, even in the life of 
his tather, being as yet bur fifteen years of age, 
well diſcovered whathe would be by his natural 
inclinations, which proceeded from him, as flaſhing 
ſtreaks from a Cloud, to be inſtantly turned into 
lighrening. He hada malign ſpirit, crafry, ambiti- 


you have ſeen led in fetrers to Rome, had alſo two 

ſons. The eldeſt of which was called Alexander ,father 

of this chaſt Aariamne, whoſe patience we decipher. 

The other was Antigonus, with whom Herod had 

much occaſion. Of both he diſcharged himfelf in 
proceſs of time. For the unfortunate Alexander, ſuc- 
ceſſour to the unhappineſs of his father Ariſtebulus, Great re- 
putting himſelf into the field, with ſuch troops,as he !29ni0n 


q x , in the 
could maſs together in the diſaſter of his fortune, xingdom 


ous even to fury, and whoſe fingers perpetually gg Was in favour of Herod oppreſſed by the Romaxs. of Fades, 


itched after blood and (laughter. And verily he de- 
fled his tender years, and firſt beginning of Princi- 
pality with effuGon of humane blood, falling not 
onely,upon one called F zechias,reputed a Pirate, but 
he alſo cut in pieces with him many Fews, without 
either warrant, or knowledg of the cauſe, which in. 
volved many innocents in this ruin, The Mother's 
of thoſe people maſſacred by young Hered went out 
of the Temple difconſolate, with their hair diſheve- 


Antigonns, having eſcaped our of captivity, wherein 
he was held at Rome, with Ariftobalas, bis father, 
gave Herod matter enough to work on. For, put- 
ting himſelfinto the Parthians power, he wrought 
ſo much with promiſes, and hopes, that they uhder- 
took to eſtabliſh him in his Royal Throne. - And 
thereupon they arm both by Sea and Land, and 
handled the matter ſo by force and policie,that they 
ſtir up Hyrcanus and Phaſelns. Herod with much dif- 


led, requiring juſtice of Hyncanus, who was no 0- +9 ficulty ſaved himſelf, and, thongh he had a courage of 


rher then a mere Idol of Prircipality. Notwith- 
ſanding, much importuned by the cries and lamen+ 


Steel, was ſo aſtoniſhed with this ſurpriſe, that it - 
was a great chance, he had not Ended his life upon 
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his own ſword. Hyrcaxws, unworthily uſed by the 
commandment of his Nephew Axtigenns,had both 
his cars cut off, and thereby made for ever unca. 
pable of the High-Prieſthood. Phaſel/ss, the Bro. 
ther of Herod enraged with the turn of fortune, 
voluntarily knocked out his own brains againſt che 
ſide of a rock, 

Herod, who always cleaved to thefortune of the 
' Remans,as Ivy to a wall, ſeeing his affairs reduced 


to an extremity, imploreth their aſſiſtance, repre- 10 


ſenteth the outrages of Axtigonss, the hoſtility of 
the Parthians, ſignifieth the ſervices of his father 
Antipater, promiſeth on his part all the world, and 
ſo handleth the matter, that beyond his expeRri- 
on heis declared King, and at that inſtant Ant;oc- 
2s, enemy of the people of Reme,as a Fugitive,and 
Ally of the Parthians. Herod purſueth him with 
might & main, aided by the Reman forces. The miſe- 
rable Antigonus,after a very long reſiſtance was im- 


commandment of Mark' Anthoyy, was executed 
with a puniſhment moſt unfit for his _ and 
condition,and among the Rowars not ulual, leaving 
his head upon a ſcaffold in the City of Axnrioch,for 
no other cauſe, but for the defence of the inheri- 
tance of his Anceſtours, But Srrabo faith, Aſark 
Anthony could finde no other way to make Herod 
to be acknowledged for King, while there was yer 
any of the blood Royal left capable of rule.So much 


this people loved their natural King, and abhorred 30 


a Stranger, 

Afﬀeer theſe flaughters, Herod mounteth to the top 
of the wheel, behold all the thorns (as he thinketh) 
pulled out of his feet, he now had nothing to grapple 
with, but an old man, an infant, and two women, 
thelaſt remainder of the noble race of the A/me- 
deans. Hyrcanus was the aged man, who in truth 
> old among the thorns,and horrible changes, of 

is ſtate. He was as yet captive among the Parthians, 
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which ever ſwallowed the bait without conſderati- 
on of the hook, he yielded himfelt to the diſſembled 
courteſies of Heyed, and returned direftly to Feryn 


| ſalem, where he was received with infinite demon- 


ſtrations ofamity, 

Behold the whels Regal family in. the hands of 
this Tyrant ! Hyrcan had but one only davghter 
named Alexandra,a woman no whit of her Father's 
temper ; for ſhe was extremely haughty, and had 
much ado with her ſelf to bite the bridle in this ſer. 
vitude. She was Mother of two Children,one <on, 
and one Daughter , the Son wasthe little Ariſtebu- 


lus, and the Daughter Marianne married to Herod. yjaniage 
Mariamne was accounted the moſt beautiful of Mar: 


Princeſs of the earth , for Gellirvs, who went pryirg 


after all the beautics of the world, to make relation 1, ,.. 
thereof to Mark Anthony, baving well conſidered ,,,, 

all the moſt exquiſite Maſter-picces of Nature,when by upho- 
he beholdeth Afariamne in Paleſtine, he proteiteth, »y Mar 


. 1 TNne. 


priſoned, becoming the very firit of Kings, who, by 20 all other beauties were terreſtrial in compariſon of * 


this, which ſeemed to have been compoſed amongſt 
the heavenly Orbs. This man ſaw nothing but the 
exteriour bark, and was rapt with admiration, but 
her form was not worthy eſteem in compariſon of 
the noble Qualities of her mind. She was a Grand- 
childe of the great Aacchabees, well verſed in the 
Law of God, diſcrete, wiſe, ſtayed, circumſpeR , 
courteous, chaſte as Suſanna, but, above all, coure- 

ious,and patient , who lived in Hered's Court, as 
; on the dunghil. Never beauty and virtue were 
ſo diſgraced in any match, This creature, which 
had power to make ſo many brave Princes to ſigh 
for her, and who might have bcheld ſo many oble- 
quious ſervices done at her foot, hath row Herd 
for her Husband, who had nothing humane in him, 
but linesment, and figure, - It was to match the 
Lamb with the Wolf, the Dove with the Faulcon, 
and to tie a living body, mouth to mouth, with the 
dead, to marry ſuch a Lady to fo Prodigious a 


but the King, although a Barbarian, bad ſo much 40 Monſter. But he, who already had power in his 


commiſeration of his fo greatly afflicted goodneſs, 
that he permitted him to live with all free liberty 
in his City of Babylox. This poor Prince, who had 
paſſed his whole life void of ambition , bare the 
change of his fortune with great equality,and tem- 
per of mind. The 7ews,who at that time inbabited in 
the Parthian's dominions, beholding him all wound- 
ed,disfigured,wretched abandoned, difarrayed, did 
notwithſtanding honour him as their King with ſo 


much reſpe&, and reverence, that he had almoſt gg, 


found a Kingdom in Captivity. Herod, who ſaw, 
this man might ſerve as-a colour for thoſe ſpirits, 
that would aim at him in the ſwinge of his affairs, as 
ar not well confirmed, diſpatcheth an expreſs Em- 

aſladour to the Parthiay King, with many preſents, 
and letters, fweetned with ſilken words, wherein he 
befought him not to bereave him of the greateſt 
contentment he could poſſibly have in this world, 
which was to be grateful to thoſe, who had obliged 


hand, paſſionately ſought her, as well for her in- 
comparable beauty, as beſides for ever to eſtabliſh 
his fate, conſidering the alliance of this little crea- 
ture, deſcended from ſo many Kings, would cover 
the obſcurity of his Houſe, and gain him more re- 
putation among the es. | 
Hyrcanus, Grand: father to Mariamne, and A- 


. lexandra her Mother, ſeeing Herod was Maſter of 


his deſires, the Sceptre already in his hands,although 
by injuſtice, and tyranny, meaſuring all things by 
his fortune, not perſon, judged this way might be 
yet advantagious, and that his Wife might mollifie 
him, and make him favourable to the Royal blood. 
The generous Lady well foreſaw, that the putting 
her into Hered's hands was to caſt her into the Li- 
on's jaws, But not to giinlay thoſe, to whom ſhe 
had been taught to ſacrifice her whole life, and to 
obey the Laws of neceſſity , ſhe underwent the 
yoke, fortifying her Royal heart __ all the 


him. Hyrcanss (faid he) was his BenefaRour, his 60 {tormy tempeſts, which ſeemed alreacy to menace 


ProteRour, his Father, and ſince God had given 
him ſome repoſe in his affairs, it was anunſpeakable 
comfort to him to ſhare the Scepter, greatneſs, and 
affluent content of Kings, with a friend fo faithful, 
and worthy to be beloved. The King of Parthia, 
willing to gratifie King Herod , whom he beheld 
ſupported by the Roman Empire, the power where- 
of he more feared, then honoured the virtue, gave 
free leave to Hyrcanns to go whither he would , he 


her. Behold her married! Herod loveth her,as the 
Hunter Veniſon, for bis appetite, and advantage ; 
his love being not of power to make him loſe one 


filly grain of his ambition, or cruelty. This perverſe Herd de- 
1 preſſeth 
the Royal 


Wolfby the ears, ever wavering,: yea even, in the $tock. 


and violent ſpirit, who held the Kingdom , as a 


ſecure ſafety of his affairs,' endeavoured nothing, 
but to rid himſelf of thoſe, whoſe ſpoils he poſſeſſed, 
the reſpe& of this good Queen being nt able to 


put the buſineſs in conſultation with the prime 70 ſweeten,or ſoften his ſavage humours.He well ſhew- 


Peers of his Country, who much diſſwaded him : 
but through' the eafineſs of his ſingular nature , 


ed, how little affeQion he bare towards her Allies, 


when it might any way import his pretended inter. 
eſt, 


' 
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eſt, even at that time, when there v7as queſtion to 
ſubſtitute an Hiph-Prieſt in the place of Hyrcaumns, 
who, having his ears cut off with much deformity, 
neceſſarily tell into the irregularity ordained by 
Law, which forb:d him Altars. Herod daily ſaw the 
young Ar::balxs in his Palace, Son of Alrxandra, 
and ſole Brother of his Wife, a molt accompliſhed 
—h—_ prince, to whom every one deſtined the Mitre, © fable asa paſſionate Vother towards a Son, who 
the High- * He ſers his eys a wandering, and finds.out on the * well deſerved to be beloved , a Mother. in-law of 
r:ici 1009. fyrther fide of Erphrates inthe City of Babylcn 10 * the King, ro whom Kindred and Alliance pzrmite 
an unknown 7cw, named Anarel, and createrh bit * red ſomewhat the more liberty, and a Daughter 

High-Prieſt. This was a-pill, which Alexandra, the * of a King to whom flavery was an hard morſcl and 
Mother of Ariſtcbxl»s and Mariamne, could not * her{tomach unable to digeſt ir. Bur hereafter ,tince 
ſwallow, yet thought fit to difſemble it. Sheſ1wy © he uſed her fo courteouſly , he ſhould ltave no 
her houſe manifeſtly dejected, in that her ſon after * cauſe to complain of her' obedience, Hereupon 
{o many obligations was difpoſſeſſed of an honour, * they ſhook hands, and b-hold they are friends. 
tro which blood, nature, and the *conſent of the But out alas ! the amities of the world are like 
whole world called him, to give it toa man of no the felicities thereot. If the amities | deceitful, 
value ; ſhe could not fo well digeſt her choler, . but rhe fcliciries are tied to a rotten cable, or grounded 
that ſhe thundered more loudly , then che mi- 20 upon the moving ſand. The poor Mother rejoy- 
ſery of the time and malice of Herod permitted, ced for a little ſenſe-pleaſing flattery of her fever. 

Aariamne, (till repoſing in the calmneſs of her iſh ambition, and ſaw not, that her Son was not 
noble ſpirit, declared to the King in her natural (ro ſpeak really) the High- Prieſt, bur a ſacrifice of 
ſweetneſs, That © He was the ſupport of her houſe the ſavageneſs of Hered, The diſcrete Aſariamne, 
© sreatly decayed, and at that time upon ſuch terms,, who by long obſervation had learned to hold pro- 
© thar ſhe had no care to pretend to Sceptres, ſhe fperity as ſulpeted, ſuffered her heart not to be 
* only deſired to breath her laft in the world with - fo diffolved into joy. bur thar ſhe ſtood ill armed 
© honour. ifhe ſhould give a Mitre to her Brother againſt the counter-buffs of Fortune. 
* Ariſtobulmg. \t were to make a creature, from The Feaſt of the Tabernacles,greatly celebrated Fnrran-e 
* whom he had no c1uſe ar all ro fear, his Throne 3o amongſt the Fews, being come, Axanel, after he * >" 


: . . \ * . . . : bulus 1nt0 
© being throughly eſtabliſhed, and he being one, had ſerved as anQ in ciphering,is ſhametully rejeR- the tig!- 
* from whom reaſonably he might expect any thing, ed; Ariſtobulus beginneth to exerciſe his charge, P'*804- 
© having the tender youth ot this Prince as a fotr 


Unhappy Politician, | 

* as for the Kingdom , ſhe never had pretended 
* thereunto, and chat ſuch reſolutions ſhould never 
* efiter into her thoughts, Whenſoever it ſhould 
* pleaſe Almighty God to call her out 6f the wort, 
* ſhe would die well ſatisfied, leaving het Sor High- 
* Prieſt, and her Daughter Queen. As for the reſt, 
* if ſhe had exceeded in ſomewords, ſhe was excu- 


« Ariflobulus 
the Bro-+ 
ther of 

A 4r:amme 


Prudence 
of Mr; 


ane, 


He was at that time but ſeventeen years of age, yet 
© piece of wax in his hands. This a& would make 


of a gallant ſtature, tall, and ſtraic asa Palm-tree, 
* him rule in hearts, as well as in Provinces, when radiant as a Star, and very like his Siſter, When the 
© he ſhould be known to be a Father, anda Pro- 


* reRour of a young Son of Hyrcanm, whoſe vir- 
* tne he always had honoured. Briefly , that the 
* honour, which ſhe had by matching with him, 


people beheld him cloached with the Pontifical ha» 


biliments, which were repleniſhed with Majeſty, 
and to g0 towards the Altar, and perform thoſe ce- 
remonial Rites with ſo much gravity and comlineſs, 


* ſeemed nor complete to her, whilſt ſhe ſaw her 40 he appeared as a new Sun, which brake out of the 


* Allies kept from degrees, wherein he might eſta« 
* bliſh them withour prejudice of his authority, 


clouds, and came to gild rhe world before covered 
over with darkneſs. All the hearts of choſe poor 


14s v0  J.erod ſuffered himſclt this time to be gained by Hebrews , winch fo much had ſighed in the civil 
44 the charming ſweerneſs of Mariamneand, having wars, freſhly bloomed, and newly opened them- | 
cieaed deliberated the affair with his Councel, he reſolved ſelves, as Roſes atthe benign, and gentle aſpect of 
Prieſt, T0 give the High-Pricit's place to young Ariſtebulus this young Prelate. Bis excellent natural graces, 
his Brother-in-law:which was performed with much enchaſcd in the Majelty of his robes, rendred an in- 
ceremony, He afſlemblerh his friends in the Hall of credible luſtre, which dazeled the eys of all be. 
his Palace, then ſending for Alexandra, he made in holders. Some ſtedfaitly beheld him, and became as 
the preſence of them all a premeditated ſpeech, 50 ſtatues, yer ſhewing by their rears their eys were 
complaining of her, and ſaying, ſhe had a mutinous not made of marble. Others ſpake to him with in- 
and turbulent ſpirit, which ſought nothing but co finite dumb telt;monies of a _never-filent hearty af. 
embroil the affairs, 2rd take a *ceptre from him, fe&ion. The reſt made reſentments of their hearts 
which heaven bad cauſed him ro purchaſe with fo burſt forth from their lips, nor being: able to with- 
much travel, and pain, to put it into the hands of hold acclamations too free and profuſe for the ſea. 
an Infant , to the prejudice of the Queen her fon, bur for their love excuſable, They remembred 
Daughter, Notwithttanding char, forgetting all in- the virtue of the antient Mac: habees, who had de- 
juries, he could not neglect his own diſpoſition, livered them from Idolatry , they knew the wrerch- 
which was to do good even to thoſe, thic wiſhed ed Hyrcanm was no 0:her thena ſhadow following 
himill ; in confirmation whereof he gave the High- 60 his own funerals ! they retained the freſh memory 
Prieſthood to her Son, his purpoſe having never of the Grand-father ot this young High-Prieſt, 
een other, and the ſubrogation of Ananel having Ariſtobrli theGreat,who had been carried bound, 
not been made, but durins che time of expectation and fettered ro Rome, like a Gally-flave, they 
+... Of Maturity inthe terder age of an infant, . were not ignorant, how Alexander his Father, and 
*wm.wo. This ambitious Mother, according to her Sex, Azxtigenus bis Uncle, had loft rheir lives by oppolirs 
NA '1s 


and indeed beyond her Sex , vpon the offer of 
this High-Prielt's place ; was ſo —— tranl- 
ported with joy, that tears gufhed from her eys, 
and ſhe ar that inſtant treely proteſted to Herod, 


the government of a ſtranger : this young Prince 
only remained free from ſo many ſhipwracks, and 
ap & green tenderneis of his Youth they faw ali 
the hopes of their Country to bud and bloſſom. 


that © She had endeavoured all ſhe could poflibly ;o And as one iscredulous to hear what heaff-Rerh, 
*to keep the Mitre in the Roval Family, ſuppoſing they perſwaded themſelves, Heroa, who at ihe be- 


*it an unworthy thing to transfer it elſewhere ; buc 


inning had demanded the Kingdom in the name of 


Q_ this 


I22 


Malice of 
Herod, 


avicth him to his own maladies frequent. 


Letter of 
«Alexandra 
to Cleopa- 
tra. 
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this yonng Ariſtobalus, would come to let go his 
hold, giving way to Juſtice : and for this cauſe,th 
with the more liberty enlarged themſelves in theſe 
applauſes, But poor creatures, they reckoned with- 
out their Hoſt. Herod having beheld this counte- 
nance in the people, inſtantly obſerved, that accord- 
ing to his own Maxims he had played the Clerk, 
and that this was not his ordinary manner of pro- 
ceeding : entering at that time into a furious jea- 
louſie þ 
and Wife, to be ſo narrowly watched, that neither 
within, nor without the Palace they could ſtir a fin- 
ger, but Herod was advertiſed of it, The prudent 
Mariamne amongſt theſe ſuſpicions lived ſtill in 
grace, ſweetening upon one {ide and other all A- 
cerbities, as much as buſineſſes of that nature would 
rmit. But her Mother Alexandra touched to the 


quick to behold her ſelf amongſt ſo many Spies;ſhe, 


who was ever deſirous to converſe and live with all 


e,maketh the High-prieſt, and his Mother, 10 


Part x. 


* ſome petty nook in your Kingdom, till the ſtorm |. 
* be over-blown, and that we may ſce ſome ſpar- 
' ** kles of hope to glimmer in our Aﬀairs, Glory 
* thereby ſhall abide with you, and with us everla- 
** ſting Gratitude, 


Unhappy Politician. 


Cleopatra _— received theſe Letters, made a 
ready Anſwer, and invited her to haſten ſpeedily 
into Egypt with her Son, proteſting, ſhe ſhould 
eſteem it an unſpeakable Glory , to ſerve as a San- 
Ctuary and refuge for the affliction of ſuch a Prin- 
ceſs, Reſolution of departure is taken, but the ex- 
ecution is an hard task., The poor Jo knows not how 
to withdraw her ſelf from this many-eyed Argas, 


In the end, as the wit of a woman is inventive, eſpe- Enterpriſe 
cially in, matters,that concern their proper intereſts; 9 4x" 
74, 


ſhe, without diſcovering ought to any one, no, not 
to her "— Aariamne, fearing leſt her nature 
too milde ſhould adviſe her rather to reſt in the liſts 


royal liberty, reſolved to play at double, or quit, 2o of Patience, then to attempt waies ſo perilous. She, 


to break che gives of ſpecious ſervitude, or yield 
her neckto Hercd's Sword , if it ſhould come to 
pas, her calamity tranſported her into ſuch extre. 
mity. What doth ſhe ? Cleopatra, that _— . 
who had filled the world with her fame, was then in 
Egypt, and naturally hated Herod, as well for his 
barbarous diſpoſirion, as for particular intereſts of 
her own'perſon : for ſhe knew he much had inter- 
meddled in her Afeairs, and given Mark Anthoyy 


I ſay, only adviſing with ber own paſſion in this bu- 
ſineſs, cauſed two Biers to be made ( a matter of ill 
preſage ) to put her ſelf and ſon into , thinking by 
this means to elude the diligence of the Guard, and 
ſo to be carried to the Sea, where a Ship attended 
her, and by this way ſave her life in the power of 
death, But by ill hap a ſervant of hers, named 
e/£ſop, who was one of thoſe, that were appointed 
to carry the Biers, going to vilit one called Sab- 


counſel to forſake her, yea, to kill her, This Tyrant 30 6109, a friend to the houſe of Alexandra, let ſome 


was ſo accuſtomed to ſay, Kill, that he eaſily advi- 
ſed others to uſe the ſame Medicine, which was 
It is a 
ſtrange thing , that Cleopatra one day paſſing 


through ?=dea, he reſolved to ſend her into the - 


other world, thinking therewith to gratifie Mark 
Anthony, but was diſſwaded by his friends, faying, 
it was t00 audacious to attempt, and able for ever 
to ruine his fortune. The deſign was never publiſh. 


words fall of the intention of his Miſtreſs, as think- 
ing to have ſpoken to a faithful and ſecret friend of 
hers. The perfidious Sabbicn bad no ſooner wrun 

the worm out of this ſervants Noſe , but he haſtet 

to open all to Herod, ſuppoſing it was a very fit op- 
portunity to work his reconciliation , he having a 
long time been ſuſpe&ted and accounted to 'be of 
Alexandra's faction. Herod atter he heard this 
news, wanted not Spies, and Centinels, The poor 


ed , but Cleopatra had cauſe enough beſides to hate 40 Lady with her ſon is ſurpriſed upon the Biers , 


Herod , which much emboldened Alexandra to 
write to her in ſuch like terms. 


ALEXANDRA tothe Queen 


CrLreorPraATRA Health. 


Madam, 


drawn out of the Sepulchre of the dead , to return 
to the living , aſhamed, and diſgraced , that her 
Comedy was no better aced,little conſidering, thar 
afrer her perſonal part had failed, ſhe could nothin 

at all pretend to life, Herod notwithſtanding,whe. 
ther he feared the great credit Cleepatra had , or 
whether he would not wholly affright Alexandra , 
thereby with the more 1acility to oppreſs her, con- 
tained himſclf in the ordinary diffimulation of his 


& S Ince God hath given you leave to be born 5g own nature, without ſpeaking one ſole word unto 
cc 


the moſt accompliſhed Queen in all qualities, 
*it is fit your Greatneſs ſerve as a Sanctuary for 
* the Innocent, and an Altar for the Miſerable. The 
* wretched Alexandra , who hath much innocen- 
* cy,void of ſupport,and too many calamities with. 
* out comfort, caſteth her ſelf into the arms of 
**your Majeſty, not togive her a Sceptre, but to ſe- 
* cure the life of her, and her Son, the moſt preti.- 
** ous pledge which remaineth of Heaven's benig- 


ber. Although very well in the face of this paint 
ed hypocrifie was ſeen, that the clouds were gather. 
ed together, to make a loud Thunder-crack , and 
raiſe anunreſiſtable rempelt. 


The Caitiff, after he had given ſo many deaths ritiful 
in the horrour and affrightment of Arms, would 9cath of 
infli& one, even Cas it were in ſport) upon a fair hiffobne 


Summers-day. Being at diner ar'the houſe of the 
miſerable Alexandra, feigning-to have buried in 


* nity. Your Majeſty is not ignorant , that For» 60 deep oblivion all what was paſt , ſaith, That in fa- 


© tune having made me the Daughter and Mother 
* ofa King, Herod hath reduced me to the condi. 
*© tionof a Servant, I am not ambitious to recount 
* my ſufferings, which I had rather diſſemble : bur 
* whatſoever a Slave can endure in a Gally, I bear 
*inaKingdom, through the violence of a Son-in- 
*law, who having ſtolen the Diadem from my 
* Children, wouldalſo deprive them of life, We 
* are perpetually among Spies, ſharp knives, and 


vour of youth, he this day would play the young 
man, and invite the High-prieſt Ariffobxlus, his bro- 
ther-in-law, to play at Tennis with him, or ſome 
other like exerciſe. The ſides were made, the emu- 
lation was enkindled; the young Prince hor, 
and czpger, played not long, but he became all ona 
water : as at that time happened to many other 
Lords, and Gentlemen. Behold they all run to the 
Rivers, which were near this place of pleaſure 


*© black apprehenſions of death , which would leſs 70 where they dined, 
Herod,who knew the cuſtom of Ariſtobalns, and 
welt fore-ſaw he would not fail to caſt himſelf -_ 
theſe 


© hurt us, if it were more ſudden. Stretch out an 
* hand of ailiſtance to the affliſted , and afford us 


Vanity and 


milery of 
the world» 


Sorrow 
upon his 
death. 


Singular 
reſigna- 
tion. 
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theſe cold baths, ſuborneth baſe villains, who,nnder 
the ſhew of paſtime, ſhould force him to drink 
more then he would. All ſucceeded, as this traite- 
rous wretch had premeditated. Ariſtobalxs, ſeeing 
the other in the water, uncloathed himſelf quell, 
and barethem company. There was no cauſe, why 
he ſhould ſwim, ſport, and dally upon this Element, 
ever dangerous, although leſs faithleſs then Hered. 
The poor Sacrifice _ up and down, not 
knowing the unhappine 
the accurſed Executioners remembered it well: for, 
ſpying their time in this fatal ſport, they ſmothered 
the poor High-Prieſt under the waters, in the eigh- 
teenth year of his age , and the firſt of his High- 
Prieſthood. This bright Sun, which roſe with 
ſuch ſplendour and applauſe, did ſet in the Waves , 
never to appear again, but with horrid wanneſs of 
death on his diſcoloured Viſage. 

Humane hopes, where are you ? True dreams 


ſhine nor, but to extinguiſh your ſelves, and in 
being put out to bereave us of light, leaving us 
the evil favour and ſorrow of loſing it ! This 
Prince fo accompliſhed , that Nature ſeemed to 
have framed him to be the dbjeR of Thoughts, the 
love of Hearts, the admiration of Souls: this 
Prince, in whom was ſtored all the Glory of the 
Royal Houſe ofthe Aſmoneans : this Prince , who 
was to marry the Mitre with the Diadem , and 
raiſe all the bopes of a loſt Race , behold him by a 
moſt treaſonable practiſe ſmothered in the water, 
in an Age, in a Beauty, inan Innocency , which 
made this accident as full of pity, as it was unfurn- 
iſhed of remedies. 

Upon this News the whole City of 7ersſalem 
was inas great a confuſion, as if Nebuchadneztar, 
returning from the other world, had been at the 
- thereof: in every place there was nothing to 

e ſeen but tears, groans, horrour, aſtoniſhment, 


yellings, repreſentations of death. You would have 40 


ſaid, that every houſe bare their firſt-born to bu- 
rial, as was ſeen heretofore ro happen among the 
Egyptians. But above all, Alexandra the diſconſo. 
late Mother afflicted her ſelf with uncurable ſor- 
row : ſometime ſhe wept, proſtrated on the body 
of her Son, and ſought in his eclipſed eys, and dead 
lips, the remnant of her life. Sometimes fhe rowl- 
ed her eys like a diſtrafted Lunatick, calling for 
fire, ſwords, halters,and precipices,to finde in them 


The HOLY COURT. 


Unhappy Politician. 

© behold me wholly weaned, hereafter I will finde 
* therein nothing bat wormwood, to the end, that, 
* renouncing the comforts of the earth, I may learn 
* to taſte thoſe, which are proper to your children, 
Behold, how fair and repoſed Souls draw honey 
from the rock, and convert all into merit, yea,eyen 
their tears. The impatient, like Alexandra, af. 
fli& themſelves without comfort , torment them- 
ſelves without remedy, and many times become de- 


, which attended him. But x © ſperate without -remiſſion. 


What ſhall we ſay ? Herod himſelf in this ſad con- 
ſort of ſorrow would needs play his part, He ma. 
keth externally appear, in a diſſembled hypocriſie, 
all the ſymptoms ofa true ſorrow.He deteſteth play 
he accuſeth Fortune , he complaineth Heaven had 
ſiniſterly envied him an objeR, on which he deſired 
much to make all the love and reſpe& appear , he 
bate to the Royal Blood, from whence he greatly 
derived his advancement. He moſt ceremoniouſly 


of the waking, aiery fantaſies, fleeting fires, which 20 goeth to viſit the Queen , and her Mother , and 


when he findeth them weeping about this dead bo- 
dy, ſcalding tears flowed from his eys , whether ir 
were he had them at command, to make his diſſj- 
mulation the more great, or whether he verily had 
at that time ſome reſentment of grief; beholding 
on one ſide this little bloſſom ſo cruelly cropped un- 
der the Sythe of death, and fo many celeſtial beau- 
ties, which had for limit and Horizon the inſtant of 
their birth: ard on the other ſide, conſidering 


30 theſe poor Queens, drenched in a ſea of ſorrow, 


which had force to draw tears from rocks, This 
traiterous creature had yet ſome humanity in him ; 


123 


Ex:reme 
hypocriſie 
of Hereds 


and I could well believe, that Nature had at thi 


time wrung theſe tears by violence from his bar- 
barous cruelty , notwithſtanding he feigned wil- 
lingneſs to ſtop his paſſion with manlineſs. Afﬀer. 
wards, turning himſelf to the Ladies, he ſaid ; © He 
* was not come ſo ſuddenly to wipe away their 
* tears, which had but roo much cauſe to be ſhed : as 
* for himſelf, he had enough ro do to command his 
* own. Nature muſt be ſuffered td l:ave her ſway. 
*Time muſt haye his, and would apply a plaiſter to 
* this forrow, That he would pertorm, tor the me- 
* mory of the dead, whatſoever an only Son might 
* expe from a paſſionate Father, and a puiſlant 
* King ; that hereafter he would be true Son of 4- 
* [exandra true Husband,and true Brother of 11a- 
* riamye ; ſince God was pleaſed to redouble theſe 
* obligations in him by the loſs they had ſuffered, 


the Cataſtrophe of life. . The ſaid Aariamne, al- 5o - Othe powerful tyranny of the appetite of revenge! 


though infinitely patient, had much ado to reſiſt the 
impetuous vtiolences of an incomparable ſorrow. 
She loved this brother of hers molt dearly, as her 
true Image, as the pledg-bearer of her heart , as 
the hope of her houſe, all rent in pieces. All con- 
founded as ſhe was , the good daughter reflected 
on the wound of her Mother, and {taied near the 
corps of her brother, as if ſhe had been the ſhadow 
of the ſame body. Then, turning her ſelfto God, 


Alexaxdra, whom one might have thought would 
burſt into contumelies & reproches(as wel knowing 
Herod what face ſoever he ſet upon the matter, was 
Authour and plotter of this death)held her ſelfcon- 
ſtantly in the degrees of diſlimulation, not ſhewin 

to theKing any diſcontent on her part,and all for the 
hope ſhe had to be opportunely revenged in time & 
place. Herod retiring, thought he had acted his part 
well,free from any ſuſpicion of offence, ſeeing Alex- 


ſhe ſ1id ro him with an affeRtionate heart : © My 6q 4ndra ſpake not a word , who heretofore too fre. 


* God, behold me preſently in that eſtate, wherein 
©] have nothing more to ſtand in fear of, but your 
* juſtice ; nothing more to hope, but your mercy. 
* He, ſor whom { feared, for whom I hoped, all 
© that which one may fear, or hope in the revolu- 
* tion of wordly Occurrences, is taken from me by 
* a ſecrer judgment of your Providence, ever to be 
© adored by my obedient will, although not to be 
© penetrated at all by the weakneſs of my thoughts. 


quentlyaccuſtomed to complain in far leſs occaſions, 
To apply the laſt lenitive, he cauſed the Funerals of 
the dead to be celebrated with ſuch pomp, and mag- 
nificence,that nothing could be added thereunto, as 
wellin the order of the equipage, as in the curioſity 
of the perfumes, with which the body was embalm- 
ed,and the magnificent furnitures of Sepulchre. The 
moſt ſimple and ignorant ſuppoſed all this proceeded 
from a real and ſincere affetion: but the wiſeſt ſaid, 


© If Iyer, among ſo many acerbities, ſuck ſome yothey were the tears of the crocodile;that Herod could 
not cordially deplore his death, which had taken a 
ſtraw out of his eie, and put him in full poſſeſſion of 


Q 2 


© ſweetneſs out of the world, inthe preſence of de- 
* licious ObjeRs, of which you have bereaved me, 


the 


Tyranny 
of revenge 


the Kingdom of Zudea. Alexandra, joining the pafſi- 
on of her ſorrow to her reſolution of revenge, im- 
mediately after theObſequies faileth not to give no- 
tice to Queen Cleopatra of all that had paſſed, with 
ſo patherical a Letter,that every word ſeemed to be 
ſteeped in tears of blood. Cleopatra, who was apt 
enough for theſe impreſſions, ſuddenly takes fire, 
and affe&eth the affair with that ardour, ſhe would 
her own cauſe; ſhe rowſeth up her whole Court,ſhe 
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**ty of my wite,on whom Mark Anthony may per- 
© haps have ſome deſign, and this may be a cone to 
© ſhorten my days, and he thereby to get more li- 
** berty for his unbridled paſſion. Bur I,tor the pre- 
* ſent, conjure you, by the love, which I have born 


ſtorms ſhe perpetually filleth Aſark, Anthony's ears, 10 * you, by my fortune which you reverence, by 


crying out, it was a thing inſupportable to ſee a 
ſtranger hold a Sceptre, to which he could pretend 
no right, to maſſacre the Heir with ſo much barba- 
rous cruelty, to torment with ſervitude poor affli- 
Red Queens,contrary to all equity,reaſon,and roy- 
alty of their birth, Anthony, who knew Hered to 

his creature, and the work of his own hands, would 
not willingly underſtand theſe complaints, Notwith- 
ſtanding. to pleaſe Cleopatra, be ſwore a great oath, 


** blood, and rature; if happily you hear I am 
*: otherwiſe uſed, then my quality, and innocency 
&« permit, never let the death of Herod be waited 
6 on with the OE ot his bed. Preſerve the 
* Kingdom for your feif, and your blood, and cauſe 
*« my wife inſtantly to take her leave of this world, 


* to accompany me in the other. Kill her couragi- #9"tid 


« ouſly, leſt another enjoy her after my death. If" 
* theſouls of the dead have any feeling of the affairs 


he would examine the buſineſs in ſending for Herd, 20 ©* of the world, that ſhall ſerve me for a ſolace. 


and, if he were found culpable of ſuch a villany, he 
would inflit an exemplar puniſhment upon him. 
Behold Herod cited to Laodicea, where Mark 
Anthony was to remain for a certain time, whither 
he was ſummoned to appear, and purge himſelf of 
the murcher of Ariftcb»lus, of which he was fup- 
poſed to be the Authour. This was a clap of thun- 
der to this diſloyal wretch, which moſt powerfully 
awakened him, when he leaſt thought of it, and put 


Foſeph, much amazed at this maner of proceed. 
ing, doth notwithſtanding promiſe him, he would 
perform all according to his will, if neceſſity fo re- 
quired, but that his fortune,ever powerfull,and in- 
vincble,made him conceive other hopes in all kinds. 
Thereupon he ſer forward on his way, carrying 
along with him the richeft parcels of his treaſure, to 
make a Preſent of chem ro thoſe, whom he ſhould 
moſt ſtand in need of, ſhewing in all things elſe, as 


ſuch terrours upon him, as are not to be imagined, 39 much confidence in his countenance, as he hatched 


Upon one ſide he had before his eys the image of 
his offence,and the voice of blood, which rung 1n his 
& Ears ; on the other fide he ſaw all his fortune de- 
pended on Mark, Anthony, who at that time hand. 
led nothing, but by the counſel of Clcopatra his mor- 
tal enemy, and whom he well knew to. have an en- 
terprize in hand upon the Kingdom of7aea for her 
advancement. But nothing ſo troubled his brain as a 
furious jealouſie. For he imagined, that Anthony, a 


deſpair in his hearr. 


W hen he was arrived at Laodicea,he found ſtrange creat 
Informations prepared againſt him, which ſtrongly picading 


charged him with the murther of Ariſtobulws. It was 
ſhewed to Mark Anthony how Hered ever had a de- 
ſign upon the Sceptre of 7«dea,with a delperate,and 
enraged ambition : That nothing ſo nnd perghen- 
ed him,as to ſee Ariſtobulxs alive,to whom he in con. 
ſcience knew the Kingdom in ſuch fort belonged, 


looſe and wanton Prince, one that courted all the 40 that himſelf durſt not demand it of the Rowans, but 


Princely beauties of the world, would do the like to 
his wife, whoſe picture he formerly had, and thar, 
with the more eaſe to enjoy her, he would make 
him ſerve as a ſacrifice for his fatal loves. This ſpirit 
of his was torn, and diſtracted on all tides, and inall 
objedts diſcovered precipitation, and affrightment x 
one while he ſeemed to reſolve to undergo a volun- 
tary baniſhment, ſometime he ſuppoſed death more 
ſuitable, otherwhile he framed to himſelf ſome pur- 


under the title of Regency, whileſt the right Heir 
Srew tO maturity : That he had converted this Re- 
gency firſt into an Empire,afterwards into a Tyran- 
ny,removing,as much as he could, the Royal blood 
from Dignities, to advance men of no worth , wit- 
neſs Anaxel,placed in the High-prieſthood,of which 
Hyrcaxus was deſpoiled , and that,which made him 
alter his reſolution therein was, not good affection, 
but. importunity , and evident danger of popular 


poſe of reſiſtance : but nothing appeared to him 50 commotiors, which, he well foreſaw, roſe upon this 


better then to delay, and draw the buſineſs our at 
length as long as he could. 

Anthony,preſſed with the voyage he undertook to 
war againſt the Parthians ſent inſtantly for him;de- 
lays and excuſes thruſt him further into ſuſpicion, 
Neceſfarily he muſt go, or reſolve to loſe all. He 
takech leave of his mother-in-law Alexandra, and 
Mariamne his wife, without ſeeming to be amazed, 
without @@nplaint, without giving teſtimony of his 


rejection of the blood Royal : That, Ariffobalus be- 
ing preferred to the High-prieſthood, received with 


all alacrity, & applauſe of the people,he ſhewed this 
action to be moſt hatefull to him, being not ſuffici- 
ently able to cover the fury of his envie under the 
ordinary mask of his hypocriſie:Thar after this time 
he bad not ceaſed to perſecute the dead Prince, and 


his fnother,in ſuch ſort, that, finding no longer repoſe 


amons the living, they were enforced to put them- 


diſcontent, asf he had a ſhort journey of pleaſure 60 ſelves into the coffins of the dead, to be carried to 


to make. Laſt of all, he had his owgmother, and 
his ſiſter $4/ome in Court,to whom he much recom- 
mended vigilancy over the deportments of thoſe, 
whom he eſteemed to have wrought him the miſ. 
chief. Then drawing bis Uncle 7oſeph afide, he ſpake 
theſe words to him ; _*©* Uncle,you know the occa- 
* fon, that tranſporteth me to Laogicea,which tru! 

*<is very difficulr, ſeeing my innocency aſſaulted b 

* powerfull and ſecret malice, which would be fo 


the Sea,and from thence to be tranſported to Fygypt- 
Thar he had cauſed them to be ſurprized in the a, 
and in ſequel thereof had not afterward ſought any 
thing more then to be rid of them : That the young 
Prince was drowned in the water, not alone,8& ſepa- 
rated from the reſt, but manifeſtly ſmothered by the 
inſolent youth of the houſhold and boſom of Hered. 

All this Proceſs (as was then faid) was fo evident, 
that, had it been written with the rays of the Sun, 


& much the more dreadfull, if ic had as much effe& 79 one could not wiſh more perſpicuity. The voice of 

blood cried to Heaven, which the traiterous wretch 

could not ſtop. The picture of this poor _ 
whic 


** as paſſion. But I hope to finde day-light through 
© the ſtorm, and that you ſhall ſee me return tri- 
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** umphant over calumny through my integrity, 
© as ] have already raiſed Trophies over hoſtility 
** by arms. If God ſhall otherwiſe diſpoſe of me, 
*© jitis a mere plot Ro againſt me for the beau- 


Book 4: 


which had a little before his death been carried into 
Egypt, was rm_ with a ſingular admiration of 


his beauty: his Ghoſt was made to ſpeak, which ask- 
ed juſtice of Mark Anthony for having been ſo un- 
worthily, fo inhumanely murrhered 1n the flower 
of his tender years, by the moſt horrid treaſon, that 
ever was perpetrated, The tears of the diſconſolate 
mother were not omitted in her abſence, Cleopatra 
made this whole Tragedie to be preſented, the com. 


bate was much enkindled, and the battery was for- 10 


cible. Herod, who wanted no eloquencein his own 
occaſions, replieth with a countenance very lowly 
and modeſt ; 

Prince, and you, Sirs, who aie of the Council, I bold the 


The HOLY COURT, 


Unhappie Politician, 
mihap bath drowned him. It is to tie me te b:rd conditions, if 
Alexandra wil! make me both accomptable for the youtbſull 
levities of ber Son, as if 1 were bis Govenour; and of the ſrail 
inconſtancy of El-ments, as if I wrie Lord of them. © 

| This pernicious Spirit ſpake this with fo much 
grace, and probability, that he gained many hearts, 
$o much force had eloquence even inthe hands of 
iniquity, Behold him now on the ſhore out of peril, 
remainingin Anthony's Court in all liberty, ro at- 
tend the ſentence of his juſtification, In the mean 
time, being (as he was) wiſe, and liberal in all occa- 
ſions, by force of Preſents he purchaſed the hearts 
of the chief, and made all the accuſation of {/eopa- 
tr4 appear to be the paſfron of a woman l-adviſe 


Apologie Sceptre of Judea, neither of Hyrcanus, no7 Alexandra, never Mark. Ant hony np W Oloop TA, fhe did ill 
of Herd baving had any purpoſe to flatter them for this end, yea much TO mrermeddle 10 mucn wit foreign Kingdoms, 
full of leſs to fear them. You know (Moſt Iin{trious Anthony) the and that,if ſhe took this courſe,ſhe would raiſe ene- 
ccafr, 


Kingdom is in my hands ; I bold it of yzus : from you all my 
greatneſs ariſeth, and in you all my hoyes are concluded. If you 
command, 1 am at thi preſent ready, not onely to leave the 
Sceptre, but my life alſo, which never have I been deſi-ous to 
preſerve, but ftr your ſervice. But it troubleth me, the way of 
death being open to all the world, the path of reputation, which 
i more dear to me then life, ſhould be (hut againſt my innocency. 
1 am perſecuted by women, and much I wonder, how tbe ſoul of 
Dueen Cleopatra, wholly celeſtial, can nouriſh ſo much fpleen 


30 


the 


mies prejudicial to her eſtate, That, Herod being a 
King,it was not fit to uſe him like a Subje&, and 


that it would be her happineſs rather to have him a 


friend, then an enemy. 
As theſe things were handled in Anthony's Court, 
Queen Mariamne, and her mother Alexandra 


l2y 


ceaſed not to be obſerved by the ſollicitous diligence 


againſt a King, who never bath failed in any reſpeft lawfully of the mother and fiſter of Her od. oſeph bis Uncle andy Ty 
due to b!i merit. Fir Alexandra, it i not ſtrange, that (hz played the Goaler, and often viſit cen Mari- ok _ 
raiſe ſuch a ſtorm againſt me ; ber fierce and haughty /pirit bath amne, ſometime to treat ſome affairs wit her ſome. Joſeph, 
always oppoſed my pati-nce, endeavouring by all means to dis- 


parage my governmen'sto pull a Crown from me, which a more 
purſſant hand then ber Anceſtours hath placed on my bead. 
what apparence isth:1e, that brivg by the favour of the Ro- 
mags & pexceable poſſrſſaur of a Kingdom, th: which even by 
the _ of my adverſ ries I ſought not (ſo regular was my 
ambition) I ſhould attempt au horrible c/ime, which caunat fall 
but into the minde of a monſter ? No man will ve wicked in 
chearſulneſs of heart. The memory of the 1ecomnenſe, which man 
propoſeth to himſelf, ever beareth the torch before the c/ime. To 
what purpoſe hruld 1 attemvt upon the life of Ariſtobulus, to 
ſettle my affai's ? They were already eſtabliffhed: your gracious 
favour (moſt Noble Anthony) bub afforded me more, then alt 
th:ir machinations can vauquſh. But I perpetually have kept 
back the blood Roy il from Dignities. What keeping bath is it, 
when I have che/:(h:4 them in my own boſom, as mu. h as poſſt- 


time in the way of complement, This man began to 


Incle of 


burn like a Butterflie inthe eys of this incomparable ii 


beaury,and much affected her ,alchough he ſaw him- 


3O ſelf far off from all maner of hope. Notwithſtand- 


ing, he found ſome contentment to haye fixed his 
affection in ſo eminent a place. This paffion made. 


him fooliſh, and full of babble, __ 5:1; ning 


neſs enough of his own nature, which made him ut- 
ter ſtrange extrayagancies. For one day,there hcing 
occaſion to ſpeak of Herod's affeRtion to Aſariamne 
his wife, Alexandra the mother mocked thereat in 
an exorbitant faſhien,and indeed ſomewhat too bit- 
ter,according to her cuſtom. 7oſeph, who was deſi. 


ble ? Every one k1rws, Hyrcanus,the prime man of thu Roy.il 49 rous to entertain the Queen in the good fayor of his 


family, being beld as a Priſoner among, the Parthians, I bent all 
my ſp/it8,employ:d all my credit to bave him ſet at liberty,and to 
procure bs retu'n to Cour! where be now liveth in full tranquil» 
lity, enjoying all the privileges of Royalty, but the carefisl ſolli- 
citude of affairs. It is known, I have divided my Crown, and 
Bed with hs grand-child Mariamne, miking her both Queen 
of people, and wife of a King. I have given the H/gh-Prieſt- 
hood to ber brother Ariſtobulus, of my mere, and free will; not 


enforced by any con(traint ( as being abſolute in the maxoge of 


my w4 aff aiis) and if in ought I delayed bim, it was beeau{e 
th- '»ino/ity of b's age ran not equal with my affeft:ons : but in 


Maſter, were it out of tolly, or drunkenneſs, faid : 
** Madam, your mother Alexandra may tell you 
& what pleaſerh her : but rogive you a clear and 
* ample teſtimony of King Herod your husband his 
* love, know, that, in caſe he happen ro be pur to 
* death, he hath commanded mero kill you, not be. 
* ing able to abide in the orher world withour your 
* company. At theſe words the poor Ladies looked 
pale with horrour.Our alaſs thou frantick man!(faid 


eff -& be b1 b been beheld H gþ Prieſt at eighteen y:ars of age, FO Alexandra inher heart)what wil hedo living,if after 


Wh ch is a favour viry -xtraordina'y. Alexandra b!s mother, 
who maketh way to th $ bu(ineſs, hath ever had all th: liberty 
of my Court, (xcept the licence of ruining ber ſclf, wh'ch ſhe 


p1ſſionately purſueth. For what reaſon had ſhe to hide ber [elf 


in a Coffin,and cauſe her ſelf to be carried in the night as a dead 
body, to [teal from my Court, and after (he had wronged me in 
mine houſe, to traduce me among ſtrangers ? If ſhe deſired to 
make a voyage into Egypt, ihe geeded to hrve [ok-a but one 
word, it had b:n ſufficient? Put the pleaſeth ber ſelf in countey- 


feiting a falſe perl in areal ſafety, to thruſt into the danger of 


life thoſe, who make ber live in all repoſed aſſurance, 1, having 


diſcovered this praftice, did not let f all oat word. of bitternc's 6e no 


again(t htr, deſ-ous (he (huld enjoy at ber eale the ſight of me 
as a ſneftacle of patience, and thinking all folly ſufficiently 
puniſh'd with its own proper conſcience. Certain ttme af- 
ter, the death of this young Prince bavpened, which d/aweh 
tears of comp:ſſion from me ( for I loved bim) and much it 
troubled me, his mother perverted the ſweetneſs of bis excellent 
Nature, and cut more ſtuff out for bis youth, then be was ab/e 
$0 ſtich togerh?r, He 1s dead, wot ia my houſe, but i the houſe 
of bis mother ; dead, by an accident, which no man conld pre- 
went; dead, ſporting in the water, a faiibleſs Element, where 
« thouſand and a thouſand have without any ſuch purpoſe pe- 
riſh:d ; dead, among the youth of th? Court, with whom dai 


death he intend to deſtroy thoſe, who are yer alive ? 

In the mean time many bruits {the dreams of the 
credulous) were ſpread through 7eraſalem,that He- 
rod was dead,that Mark Anthony had cauſed him to 
be executed, he being convicted of the murcher of 
Ariſtobulus ;, whether theſe rumours were divulged 
by Hered's enemies, or whether himſelf cauſed them 
to be ſecretly buzzed, to try the face and diſpoſition 
of the times. The wiſe Aſariamne ſeemed to believe 
thing, Alexandra grew paſſionate, and bated like 
an Hawk on the pearch, entreating 7o/eph with all 
poſſible — he would remove them from 
Court, and condud& them to the Court of Guard of 
the Reman Legions, diſpoſing them into the hands 
of Colonel 7«lins,from thence to paſs to Mark An- 
thony : for ſhe vehemently deſired this Prince might 
ſee bh Daughter, perſwading her ſelf, thar, ſo ſoon 
as he ſhould behold her,he would be taken with her 
beauty, and do any thing in her favour, Theſe in- 


ly . in l . 
be d ſported bimſ:If His own mere motion bare him iato the wi- JO ER being ob VE ELSE unhappy in the ſuccels, 


ter. The brave. y of bis youth cauſed him to dally even in dan- 


ger it ſelf , without any poſſibility to dive't bim, and his own 


and all Alexandra's purſuits ſerved her for no other 
purpoſe,but to vent her paſſion, 


Io 
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In the end, Herod returneth victorious, with au- 


Keturn Of (hontick teſtimonies of his juſtification, and Anths- 


Herod, 


Tiouble- 


»y's amity ; notwithſtanding the endeayours of Cle- 
opatra : God reſerving this Parricide tor a life like 
Cain, attended with a death moſt dreadful. His Mo- 
ther and Siſter failed not, preſently upon his arrival, 
to ſerve him up adifh of their own dreſling, and to 
tell him the deſign, which Alexaxdra had to put her 
ſelf into the power of the Romans. Saleme, envious 


againſt Jariampe even to fury, ſteeping her ſer. 10 


pentine.tongue in the gall, of black ſlander, accu. 
ſed her of ſome ſecret familiarity with 7oſeph : 
whereupon, Hered, who was extremely jealous, 
thought im that very inſtant,to ruine her, and ſo 
drawing Mariamre aſide, he demanded of her from 
whence this correſpondence grew , which ſhe had 
contracted with 7o/eph?The moſt chaſte Queen,who 
never went out of the liſts of patience, ſhewed her 
ſelf both with eie, viſage, countenance, and word, 


to be ſo penerrated with this curſed calumny ,- that 20 age, from which it was likely he ſhould never re- 


well the traiterous wretch perceived , how far ſhe 
was alienated from ſuch thoughts : and verily being 
aſhamed to have uttered ſuch words, he asked par- 
don of her, bemoaning with ſcalding tears his cre- 
dulity, giving her many thanks for her fidelity, and 
making a thouſand proteltations of an everlaſting 
affection, |; 

The good Lady, who was diſpleaſed to behold 
ſuch hypocriſie, ſaid covertly to him ; That truly 


Unhappy Politician, 


Hyrcanns, the true andlawful King, who by his 
ſweetneſs and facility had firſt raiſed Antipater, and wentable 


Part t, 


afterwards ſaved Herod's lite , ſeating him in the 
Regal Throne, to the prejudice of his own allies, was 
as yet alive, worn even with decrepitneſs : for he 
now was paſt eighty years of age. The Tyrant, fear- 
ing, leſt he, being the only remainder ot the blood 
royal ſhould again be re-eſtabliſhed in the Throne, 
by the ſuppliant requeſt of the people, who much 
affeted his innocency , ſeeing him already- upon 
the brink of his grave, threw himhead-long into it, 
tearing out his ſoul with bruitiſh violence, which 
he was ready to yield up to Nature, Some held this 
was mere cruelty, without any colour of juſtice, 
wherewith this Diabolical Prince was wont to palli- 
ate his ations, Others write, that Hyrcanns's days 
were ſhortened upon this occaſion. 


Moſt !a- 


death of 


Hyrcanus. 


Alexandra, being not able to put off her ambition virion 
but with her skin, ſeeing Herod gone upon a voy of Alcxan- 


dra cau- 
AYE , ſeth rhe 
turn, ſollicites her father —_— ſhews him the death «f 


timeis come, wherein God will yet again make his b< Farber: 
venerable age flouriſh in Royal Purple. The Ty» 
rant is involyed in ſnares, from which he can never 
free himſelf. Fortune knocketh at the gate of Myr. 
canns, tO reſtore the Diadem , which 1s due to him 
by birth-right, and taken abvay by tyranny. It only 
remaineth, that he a little help himſelf, and his good 
hap will accompliſh the reſt. Hyrcanus anſwereth 


it was an argument of love to his wiſe , to deſire her 3O her , © Daughter,the time is come, wherein I ſhould 


company in the other world, He, who underſtood by 


half a word, preſently perceived what ſhe would 


y, and entered into ſuch deſperate fury, that he 


- 


ſeemed as a mad man, tearing his beard and hair off 


his head, and crying out, 7oſeph had betrayed him , 
and that it was apparent , he had great correſpon- 


dence with Mariamne ; otherwiſe ſo enormous 


bruitiſhneſs would never have eſcaped any man, as 
to reveal ſuch a ſecret. Thereupon he commandeth 


?oſephſhould be killed in the place, to ſerve as a Vi- 40 Alexandra replied, That although,in his own per- 


&im ar his return, not conſenting to ſee him, nor 
hear one ſole word of his juſtification. It wasa great 
chance, he had not at that time finiſhed the ſacrifice 
of his intemperate cruelty , and that to fatisfie his 
Chimerical humour, he had not put Aariamne to 
death. But the irrefragable proots of her Innocency, 
and the impatient ardours of his love, withheld the 
ftroke, only to make the ſparkles of his choler fly 
further off , he diſcharged it upon Alexanara,ſhut- 


* rather think of my Grave, then a Regal Throne, 
* You know what opinion 1 had of Greatneſs,in an 
© age,and condition, wherein rightfully I might che. 
*riſh it. 1 voluntarily forſook it, preferring repofe 
* before all the Crowns of the world. Now that I 
*aminthe Haven, would you recall me into the 
*ſtorm ? Daughter, leave - ſuch words : I bave 
© ſeen too many miſeries, ſpeak to me of my Grave, 
* not of Sceptres. 


ſon, be not at all pretended to life, nor to the fortune 
of the living ; he notwithſtanding ought not to neg- 
le& his blood , but permit juſtice to be done, and 
meddle with nothing, but by writing a word or two 
to Malichrs the Lievtenant of Arabia, who would 
aid him with mony, and forces,as much as ſhould be 
needful.In conclu{ton, he was bound to fave both his 
daughter,and grand-childe, from the ravening teeth 
of this Tiger. She deafned his ears with ſo many rea- 


ting her up for a time, keeping her apart from the gg ſons, that in the end be yielded, and treateth with 


Queen her daughter, and doubtleſly reſolving 
with himſelf , it was in her ſhop, where all theſe 
counſels, plotted for his ruine,were forged and filed. 

Certain time after, Herod ſaw himſelf embarqued 


* in other buſineſs, which he thought to be at leaſt as 
: pom as the former. Mark Anthony, who always 


ad lent lisſhoulders to underprop him, -after he 
had for a long time ſtroven againſt the fortune of 
Anguſtus Ceſar, fell to the ground in the Atiack 


Malichns,who ſhould fate conduRt him witha good 
troop of horſe. The Letters are put into the hands 
of one, called Doſithexs,a coin of Zoſeph (whom He- 
rod lately had cauſed to be maſſacred) to be with all 
ſafety delivered.But the pgrfidious wretch, betraying 
the blood of his allie,and the fortune of Hyrcanxs, 
in ſtead of carrying theLetter faithfully co Aſali- 
chas,delivered it intoHerod's hands, who command- 
eth to require an anſ{wer,and bring it to him,there- 


Battel "8. boy hopes and lite with a moſt mourn- 60 by to diſcover the praRice thereof, and underſtand 


ful Cataſtrophe, This accident ſtruck the Tyrant 
more then one would think , ſeeing his ſupport ru- 
ined, his affairs, which he ſuppoſed to have been fo 
well eſtabliſhed, in one night diſſolved, and that he 
had him for anenemy, who wasin a fair way to be- 
come Emperour of the world. His friends and ene- 
mies judged him as a loſt man. He, who already 
had eſcaped ſo many ſhip-wracks, deſpaireth not ar 
all in this extremity ; bur reſolves to ſeek out Ce» 


the Arabiay's purpoſe. He faileth not to promiſe 
Hyrcanrs all aſſiſtance , inviting him with much 
earneſtneſs to be with him as ſoon as poſlible. Herod 
having diſcovered the whole plot, ſends for Hyrca- 
»#5,and asked, if he received not ſome Letters from 
AMalichas ? Yes,anſwered he , but they contain no- 
thing but complement. The other demanded, Had 
you not ſome preſent with thoſe letters ? He conteſleth, 
That verily Malichns had preſented him with four 


ſar, who was then at Rhodes, and proſtrate himſelf 70 horſes to draw bis Coach. Thereupon, withour any 
other form of proceſs, theryrant made this venerable 
old man to be murdered, imbrewing the hoary hairs 

ut 


at his ſeer, Bur, before he ſer a ſtep forward, he did. 


an act wholly barbarous and inhumane, 
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in the blood of him , who had been a Foſterer, a 
Father, a ProteRour of him; yea, all, Thenatfter 
he had impriſoned Alexandra, .and Mariamne ina 


ſtrong Fort , under the cuſtody of Zoſeph his Trea- 
ſarer, and Sohemxs the 7tarian, he goes direftly ro 
Rhodes, leaving the abſolute charge of his Kingdom 
to his brother Pheroras. 
Alexandre The Hiſtory telleth not the ſorrow of theQueen, 
and = and her Mother, for the death of Hyrcanus, Itis 
ſoaers. 
who were held in aſtraight Priſon , and had con- 
verſation with no man. Alexandra mes her bri- 
dle of Impatience : Mariamne reliſted the dull lan. 
' Suiſhments of this Captivity with a generous con- 
| marr and endeavoured to ſweeten the diſcontents 
of her Mother. All her comfort was in God , for 
how, could ſhe ſpeak, or think of any thing elſe ? 
* My God ( faid ſhe ) ty ſteep all creatures for 
© mein Wormwood: it 1 heretofore have loved 


* them, and ſucked ſome ſweetneſs from the world , ,, 


* for an ounce of Honey, you have given me a 
* pound of Gall. From the time I began to bear a 
* Diadem on my head, I have felt nothing bur 
© Thorns: and Royalty hath been nothing to me 
* but a ſpecious ſlavery. My God, how long ſhall 
*it continue ? Shall we not behold that bright day 
© ro ſhine over our heads, which is perpetually in 
* its Eaſtern riſing , which may dry up our tears, 
* and breaking the bands of our captivity, place us 
© in Abraham's boſom, the liberty of the Elet> 3o 
Theſe poor Ladies ſtayed there, perpetually pent 
up between horrid Walls, beholding nothing bur - 
Rocks,and ſavage Wilderneſſes, which to their for. 
row ſeemed.co reſound compaſſion. They knew 
not in what ſtate the world was, much leſs the affairs 
of Court, At every ſeaſon the Goaler came to 
vifite them,they expected nothing but news of their 
death. The Guard in the beginning ſhewed them- 
ſelves ſevere in their countenances, and reſerved in 
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probable,all was a long time concealed, as from ſuch x g 


Unhappy Poktician. 127 


* which may much advantage us for the ſecurity of | 
* our Aﬀeairs, 

Sohemus ſuppoſing , either that Herod never 
would return again in the quality of a King, or that 
he,being under the proteQtion of Afariamne, might 
eaſily work his reconciliation, openeth his heart 
unto her, and ſaid; * Afadam, 1 put my ſecrets and 
*life into your hands : yea, I deſire to die before 
* ever | undertake to execute this barbarous com. 

* mand which Herod hath impoſed upon me, in caſe 
* the Aﬀairs hanegotiateth at this time with Ceſar, 
* ſucceed not according to his wiſh. And what is it ? 
* ( faith Mariamne to him.) Madam, 1 tremble on. 
*ly to think of it; it is a matter, which concerneth 
* yourlife. My friend (replieth the Queen) 
* it is his ordinary guiſe, he enjoyned his Uncle 70- 
* ſeph as much upon his firſt voyage. Bur is there no 
* means to deliver ns from this? Schemus anſwereth, 
That Pheroras brother of Herod, had charge of the 
Kingdom, and he being a man extremely diſtruſtful, 
ever had his eie upon ſudden farprizals. © Well then 
* (ſaid this poor Princeſs ) we muſt die: on what 
* ſide ſoever I turn me, I behold notbing but the 
* image of death, with which I am already grown 
* acquainted. Sohemas comforted her with his beſt 
endeavour : bur ſhe then ſhutting up her tears from 
all earthly comfort, opened her heart to celeſtial 
contemplations, daily more and more purifying her 
ſoul both in the water of tears, and in the boiling 
Furnace of afflitions. O the Providence of God ! 
Thar is true which the Scripture faith : Tour ways 
are now in the abyſs, and your paths on the waters, 
Who could diſcover ſuch tracks , whileſt this mo 
chaſte and Innocent Quzen, amidits the datk ob- 
ſcarity of a Priſon, daily drowneth one part of het 
life in tears? , 

Herod, who was now embarqued, all bloody with Arrival « 


maſſacre committed on the perſon of Hyrcaxus , #14 * 
Rhodes, 


3 


found the Sea, Winds, Men, and all hs affairs ſuc- 


their words : all was full of horrour, affrightment., 4© ceſsful. This Proteus , who made his wit comply 


Mariamns and melancholy ſilence, In the end ( for = is NO 
conferie-11 [ron but will be ſoftened in the fire) Sobemas vili- 
with 5**- ting them more oft, according to the Commiſſion 
ic Bad, felr fiery arrows fly trom the eys of Ma- 
riamne, (0 ſharp, that they transfixed his heart with 
compaſſion, judging it a hard thing to hold a Queen 
in captivity, who was able to enthral all hearrs with 
{o many ſupereminent excellencies, as Heaven had 
conferred upon her. He began to ſhew her a plea- 


with all accidents, ſeeing he could not conceal the 
ſervice which he had done for Mark Anthny, ever 
playing the dog, ſleeping under the feet of, his for- 
tune, reſolved to colour and cloak them wiinh the 
mantle of Virtue. He knew Angrff5 was aiPrince 
born to goodneſs, generous, jult ; and that he en« 
deavOured to make faithful ſervants in this change 
of affairs,which he began to undertake : he deceives 
lim under the ſhadow of Virtue, with the colour 


ſing countenance, and Afariammne, ſeeing him one gg of conſtancy and pretext of fidelity.Behold ! he pre- 


day in a good humour, took confidence therein to 
know ſome news of the other world. * Sohemas , 
* ( ſaid this Lady to him ) you now behold us in a 
* moſt woful ſtate, and much unworthy our quali- 
* ries ; but the day perhaps will come,the ſtorm may 
* blow over. Miſchief and miſery knock not al- 
© waies at one and the ſame gate. You know who 
*©I am,and that in obliging me, you engage not an 
* unable creature, much leſs, an ungrateful. Tell us 


ſenteth himſelfto the Emperour, and ſpeaks in theſe 
rerms, 
*O Great Angsſtus | behold here my Perſon ; 1111 peech 
* and Crown at your feet : it is good reaſon that to 4ug«- 
* alldepend upon your Greatneſs, ſince God is plea- *** 
* ſed to put the Empire of this Univerſe into your 
* hands. For mine own part I cannot deny what I 
* have been, no more, then I will diſſemble what 1 
* ought to be, and what I will be. 1 have hitherco 


*ina word, to what end doth King Herod hold us gg* been a great friend of Afark Anthony , it is true, 


© here, and of what condition are the affairs of the 
© times ? 

Schemus at theſe words, felt his heart aſſaulted 
with moſt violent counter-buffs : on the one (ide, he 
repreſented to himſelf the avengement of Herod, 
freſhly exemplified in 7oſeph : on the other ſide, he 
was fo.touched with compaſſion of thoſe words this 
noble Lady ſpake ro him, that the Ice of his heart 
diſſolved, and began already to evaporate through 
his eys. Mariamne finding him waver, ſpake »9 
boldly ; © Sohemns, It is a word which can no whit 


c 


and had he believed me, as he hath done Clcopar 
tra his Miſtreſs, you, Ceſar had felt how far I was 
* your enemy, and he, how much 1 was his friend, 
* But this miſerable Prince cozened by this crea- 
* rure, took money of me, and counſel of her, to 
*deſtroy, in ſo doing, his fortune, and- raiſe 
* yours upen his own ruines, I have followed him 
*eventothe brink of the grave , and not fallen 
* therein, ſince my death could nothing advance his 
* ſervice. He is in that ſtate and condirion, wherein I 


c 


| *am able to render him nought bur tears. To you 
* prejudice you, being ſtored up in deep (il:nce,and *(O Ceſar) aredue the ſervices, which I t 


ender 
* with 
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* with much heartineſs, if you ſhall pleaſe to'2ctept 
© them), on this conditioif, that you entorce me not 
© either 10 hear or ſpeak evil of my old Maſter, 
* whom being no lenger able to ſerve, 1 notwith- 
* ſtancing ought aſter death to love. | 
Anrrſtus rook pleaſure in this liberty, and 
thought this man was made of the wood, whereof 
good ſervitours are compoſed; not ſeeing the ſub- 
tilty of the Fox, who meaſured all according to his 


we 
Lad 
—-t 
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ceaſed rot to blow the Coal with their tereves; 
and cnkindled him with many Calumries, which 
the Tyrant partly believed, yet could ror ſud. 
Cerly reſolve to give the blow. Fe was long 
time debating with bimſelt, without power to con- 
clude ary thing. In the end, an urhappy day comes, 
in which , about Noon, being retired into his 
Chamber, he ſendeth for Afariamne, who in- 
ftantly came thither : but, Conjugal Rites being 


own intereſts. He then taketh the Crown, which 10 required of her, ſhe ſinck in the reluſal {aying,The 


Herod had laid at his feet, and ſet it on his head, fay- 
ing: 1defire you may live peaceably in your T errito- 
r) ; onely be faithful to me, as you have been to ark 
Anthony. Hered, after this 1o favourable acceſs, 


ceaſed not to pur himſelf forward into the grace of 


Avguſtms, by ſecking out all occaſions to procure 
it, and ge in the voyage the Emperour made 
into Egypr,. wherein he perpetually attended bum, 
and pzrtormed many ſingular offices. ' his bulineſs 
ſo proſperouſly diſpatched, he triumphantly re- 
turneth into the City of Jernſalcm, to the amaze- 
ment of the whole world, 

Here it is, that the virtuous Afariamye endeth her 
, to ſerve as a ſacrifice in the lamentable tri- 
umphs of her Husband. L.ct us behold how this 
bright flame is extinguiſhcd, we ſhall from thence 
expect no evil odour , the good vapours of her lite 
will wait upon her even to death, So ſoon as Herod 
was arrived in his capital City,he haſteneth to ſalute 


the Queen his wife, whom he had already cauſed to 30 make him this anſwer. Herod notwithſtanding, who 


be ſer at liberty, being ſecure of his affairs, and was 
the firſt brought her the news of his happy ſucceſs in 
FAhis voyage. He was ſo puffed up with his proſperi- 
ties, that he could not contain himſelf, andthe love 
of {o amiable an obje& (which he then beheld in his 
preſence after ſo many dangers) did fo unlooſen his 
rongue in exceſs of vaunts,and ſuperfluity of words, 
thinking he made himſelf very acceptable with ſuch 
impertinencies. ſari: much perplexed to hear 


bim, and being free,and generous in all her a&tions, 40 Servant, whom ſhe a long time had ſuborned , to 


ſhewed not to take much pleaſure in theſe his idle 
boaſtings, which Paſtion likewiſe- made to appear 
ſomewhat childiſh, He thinking at the firſt this was 
nothjing@bur agrifling humour of Melancholy, which 

ickKrvaniſh into ſmoak, flattered her the 
more With words, playing the wanton beyond his 
cultom. Upon theſe dalliances the poor Lady ſighed 
ofren, remembering her ſelf of the ſecret command- 
ment very lately given to Schrmus. He well faw 


by this her countenance, ſhe was not content, and 50 in ſhe only required the ſervice of his hand, 


beginneth to enter into ſuſpicion, that Sohemrrs had 
uſed the like intemperance of tongue, as 7oſeph, 
He at that time knew not what face to ſet upon it, 
ſo much was he turmoiled : love, anger, jealouſie, 
ſuſpicion , drew him with four Horſes. He 
could not be angry, as he would, nor knew how 
co loveayhat he affected. - This proud ſpirit, unac- 
quainted howto bow under any one, but to deceive 
him, was aſhamed to behold himſelf dis-armed, 


20 he ſaid) ingraffed in her nature, for thac ſhe reje- 


Law of Nature torbad her to company with © man; 
who had murthered her Father, and Brother: ſpeak- 
ing of her Father Alexa er, who by the pnrſv:r of 
Herod, had been oppreſſed by the Romans : ard ot 
ber brother Ariſtobrlus ſo cruelly ſmothered, Here 
Zoſephns the Hiſtorian, after he had lyob ly praiſed 
Afariamne, as a molt chatte Queer, and truly en- 
dowed with an admirable } auth ( for ſuch arc h;s 
words) taxeth her with a little diſdain, which was(as 


ed the dalliances of her husband. But he that will wel 
conltder,how Herod had uſed her neareſt ofkin,moſ 
unworthily maſſacring them, and how holding he 
Sceptre from her houſe, he uſed her nor in the qua- 
lity of a Queen, nor a Wite, but of a poor Cacriffte ; 
which he cauſed to be ſhut up, commandins ro mur- 
der her as often as he fcl into any danger of his own 
lite, tor fear ſome other ſhould enjoy ber after his 
death , ſhall finde the Lady had molt juſt cauſe to 


would not afford fuci liberty, was ſo moved with 

theſe words, as it was a preat chance he had not laid 
violent hands upon her , ſhewins, by his eys ſpark. 

ling with anger, his ſhrill voice,and hands lifted up, 

he would proceed to force. And, as he ſtamped up 

and down, tranſported with rage, aQting his anger 

like a Fencer, without <Mariann's reply toany 

one word , the perfidious Salome, thought ic was $5.41ce 
now bigh time to ſtrike her ſtroke. She ſent a truſty wile, 


cauſe him to depoſe a calumny 5 wicked, as ridicu- 
lous, to wit, that A7ariamne, having a purpoſe to 
give Herod a love-drink, had addrefied ber ſelf to 
him, who was Cup- bearer to the King, to corrupt 
him with many promiſes,-to which he never had g1. 
ven ear, For the reſt, he had ſuch inftruction given 
him ; that, if perhaps Hered ſhould ask, what this 
Potion was, he ſhould anſwer withont further difh- 
culty, it was the Queen's invention : and that here. 


This wicked fellow entered into the Chimber in 
cold blood, and very ſeriouſly makes oath hereof: 
whereupon Herod, who was already enkind!led, be. 
coming more enflamed then ever ; thought within 
himſelf he muſt no longer wonder, from whence 
theſe his impariences of love proceeded, At that in- 
ſtant he cauſed an Eunuch to be laid hold on, one of 
the Queen's moſt truly fervants , ſuppoſing nothins 
was done without his knowledge : he putteth him 


and to become a counterfeit in amorous courtſhips, 60 to the torture, cauling him to be moſt cruelly ror- 


not ſo uſual to his nature, He then, ſeeing this 
Mommery ſucceeded nor, was the more afflicted, 
ang thought it was time to brandiſh his ſword. Bur 
love proved of more force then anger, and with- 


held the ſtroke. He retired, ſhaking his head, and 


ented, of purpoſe, that his body, very fecble, not 
being able to endure the violence of tortures , and 
on the other ſide, having nothing to ſay againſt his 
good Lady, in whoſe converſation he had never 
perceived any thing, butHonour,and Virtne, ſhould 


enough, ſaid he, take him from the torture, and ler 
Sehemus 
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Sobemar be-called. Sohemus knew nothing what had 
paſſed, and lived in great contentment, having very 
lately obtained a good Government by theQueen's 
recommendations : he was wholly amazed, they 
laid hold upon him, and would entorce him to con- 
fefs the diſcourſe, which be had with Aariamne du- 
ring this ſpecious umpriſonment. Bur he perſiſting in 
Death of demial, is maſſacred in the place. Herod retired into he afterward taught.us moſt remarkably by his ex- 
Soren. his Cabinet, drinking in deep draughts the gall ample. Never from her mouth was heard one ſylla- 
and poyſon of his deadly choler, and contriving in 10 ble of impatience, never did ſhe uſe one ſole word 
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was in heat of choler', and that his purpoſe wes no 

other but to ruine the poor Queen... She 18ſum- 

moned 0 anſwer at that inſtant, without an Advo- a gmira- 

cate, . The glorious Amazen, Grand-childe of the ble mode- 
oo . :  . {ty of the 

Machabees, ard Inheritrix of their patience, being ?.- 

preſented before this wicked Tribunal, 28 years be« Queen. 


tore the comingof the Son of God, did then, what 


Oration of 


bis heart the fury, which he ſoon after was to fhew 
in publick : for wi.hout giving any truce to his 
ſpirit, he aſſembled lus Privy-Council, and ſendeth 
for the Queen, who expected nothing leſs chen ſuch 
proceeding. This Monſter , who always endea- 
youred to give colour of juſtice to his moſt exorbi- 
tant ations , beginneth a long ſpeech,wluch he had 
prepared at leiſure : and while every one was in 
horrour and ſilence, not knowing what would be 


of recrimination , and being able to declare to the 
Council a thouſand and a thouſand outrages , re- 
ceived by her ſelf, - and the perſons of her neareſt 
allies, ſhe ſwallowerh all theſe bitterneſſes with a 
patience more then humane; only ſauth ſhe, That 
as concerning the eſſential Article of this accuſa- 
tion, to wit ; Fo | 

* The love-potion which was objeted againſt 
* hec, it wasa thing in the judgment of all thoſe, 


the Cataſtrophe of the Tragedy, except the coura- 20 © who would _ weigh it , very far from her 


SiOUs Mariamnr who was armed with an invincible 
conſtancy againſt all Exigents, he ſpeaketh unto 
them in ſuch like words. 

*F I RS, It ſcemeth God will counterpoize the 
* proſperities of my ſtate by the misfortunes of my 
hook | have found fafery in winds and tempells, 
*1n DF painful Voyages as | have underta- 


* of my ſtate, and perſon, at that time heard me 
*with ſo great diſdain , that what endeavour of 
© courteſie ſoever 1 uſed, never could I extort from 
© her pride one good word. And afterward not con- 
* tenting her ſelt therewith, ſhe proceeded to very 
© bloody [njuries,which I love þerter to conceal, for 
* che honour of your ears, and come to deeds, Be- 
© hold one of my faithful ſervants, who teſtifierh, ſhe 
* would have ſuborned him to give me a love-po- 
* tion, to yit,a poyſon,of purpoſe to turn my brain, 
* or take away thelife which God. reſerveth for me 
* to acknowledge the many good offices, which you 
* all in general, and each one in'parcicular have af- 
* forded me. Thus you ſce how I am return2d, my 
* head crowned wiih Laurel, honoured and courted 


* thought : fince ſhe had always more feared King 
* Herod's love then hatred. Laſtly, "That ſhe made 
* no reckoning of life, wherein ſhe had ſuffered tao 
* much ſorrow , yea, much leſs of the Court, from 
* whence ſhe never received any contentment : and 
* that if they would oppreſs her by falſe teſtimonies, 
*1t was eaſie to gain Victory of one who made no 
* reſiſtance; more ealie to rake the Diadem from 
* her head, and her head from her ſhoulders : but 


The poor creature was like a = ſheep in they 
many Wolves. 


word :. Ler . her be taken away. 
ſtantly an Officer diſpatched to 
who brought her the news of the la 


© by the prime men of che world,to ſerve as a ſport 
© for the malice, and a mark for the treachery of a 
* woman, whom 1 cannot reclaim by the force of 


life: ſaluting her with a low reverence,and ſaying, 7"vin<ivie 
DO? patience 


Madam, The King commanaeth you muſt preſent'y and very +» 
die. She without any diſturbance ſaid : Let 2 they 2dwivable- 


© love, nor benefits, no more then if ſhe were a Li- 
© oneſs. Conſider what you ought to do, I deliver 
© her into the hands of your juſtice, not willing to 
© dire& my ſelf herein by my own advice, to the 
© end Poſteriry may know, that my properggntereſts 
* are ever ſ-ated beneath the truth. * 

Herod ſpeaking theſe words would ſeem leſs paſ- 
ſionate, pucting all rortures upon his natural difpoſi 
rion,pliable enough : bat he notwithNanding fo ve-= 
hemently frecred, char all the Council knew well,he 


& 


Lo (my friend ) it Cannot be ſo ſorn for King Herod, 
b-t it will be as Late for me, And ſpeaking this word, 
ſhe ſer forward , and went directly to the place of 
execution, without charge of colour, baving a ſweet 
aſpe&t, which drew tears from the whole world. 

To crown her patience, as ſhe was ready to re- 
ceive the ſtroke of death : Alexandra, her own 


o Mother, the companion of her impriſonment , the 


Guardian of her thoughts, who had ever been one 
heart with ber, betraying blood, Nature, and all 
R 


Piety; 
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Piety, by a miſchievous trick of State, thereby a- 

Fa barous VOIdIng the ſuſpicion of Herod, as conſenting to her 

21 of 4: Daughter's humour, came to charge her with moſt 

ent bloody injuries; and ot was a great chance, ſhe had 
not taken this poor Lady by the hair, to drag her 
up and down the pavement : ſaying to her with the 
foam of boiling choler , That ſve was wicked, and 
extremely proud, and well deſerved to die in that man- 
wer , by fhewing her ſelf refraftory to ſo good an 
Hzsband. 

Behold verily the greateſt indignity, which could 
happen in ſuch an accident, There -is no better ho- 
ney, nor worſe ſting, then that of Bees: no better 
amities, nor greater injuries, then of Allies. The pa- 
tient Afariamne only made her this anſwer : Ms 

Heroick ſi» ther, Let my Soul paſs in peace, Which already 15 upon 
lence. my lips, and trouble nt the repoſe ; By, death. And 
with a generous ſilence ſhutting her mouth up to 
further replies, and opening her heart to God, the 
only witneſs of her innocency, moſt unworthily 
uſed, ſtretched out her neck to the Executioner, 
to ſeal with her blood the laſt reſtimonies of her 
patience, 

oſephis ſpeaketh not exprefly enough of the pu- 


Loft piti- | | 
ful doant ment, ſhe doubtleſs being executed in the man- 


ful death, Nl 


Tie HOLY COURT. 


Unhappy Politician. Part 1, 


ner at that time ordinary, which was to bebezd Of- 
fenders of that quality. Thiz day-break , which 
bare till in the Rays thereof joy ard refreſhment 
to the poor afflicted Souls, tbrough the horrible 
confuſions of tyranny, was then extir& in her 
blood. Yea, the eys of all the ſtanders by, bathed 
in tears, beheld her in her Eclipſe, when that Fore- 
head, full of Royal Majeſty, was ſeen couragiouſly 
to affront approaching death , which maketh the 

10 moſt confident to tremble , and when this Alaba» 
ſter Neck was ſtretched out, and bowed under the 
ſhining ſteel , ro beſeparated from this beautious 
body, a ſhivering horrour crept into the bones of 
all che Beholders, and there was no Rock fo hard, 
which afforded nor the water of tears , before ſhe 
poured out her blood, The head was ſeparated 
from the bedy,and the bedy from the ſoul : but the 
Soul never ſhall be divided from God , raiſing to 
death ſuch a Trophey of Patience, The limbs lay all 

20 cold 2nd ſtiffextended on the place,and the voice of 
innocent blood, which already penetrated the 
Clouds to ask vengeance of God, was inſtantly 
heard, as you ſhall underſtand. Only I beſeech you 
ſtay to behold the Pourtrait and Elogy of the 
good Queen, by us here inſerted. 
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ARIAMNE . REGINA, MACCHAB ZORUM STIRPE INCLYT/A; HERODIS 


PESSIMI OMNIUM VIRI UXOR 


OPTIMA', FORMA CORPORIS SUPRA 


CATERAS EXIMIA, ANIMI ETIAM VIRTUTIBUS MAJOR, INTEGERRIMA 
PUDICITIA,-ET I NELUCTABILIS PATIENTIA FOEMINA), INIQUISSIMIS 


CALUMNIIS OPPRESSA, 


MARITI GLADIO REGIAS CERVICES 
ANNO ANTE CHRISTI NATALEM VIGESIMO OCTAVO. 


DEDIT; 


Upon the P1cTuRrE of M'FQ14MNE. 


Fortune a heavenly Beanty did engage 
Toa fell Hnsband, who, through bewnaleſs rage, 


Praftis'd fierce tyranny, and foul debate, 
As well in Love , as inhis Rojal ſtate, my 
e 


W 


What hots 


rqur, 
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She liv'd on gall, wpox the ſword ſhe dy d, 
$001 in the Lamb's blood to be purifi d. * 
The Croſs ſo to prevent, in pains partake 
with patient God, miſhaps thrice happy make * 
which after death immortalize her ſtory, 
And from her body take leſs blood, then glory, 
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T bus from the world this holy Queen rem d 
Breaths forth affeltions to her God below/d. 

And her great Soul to Heav'n in filence rears, 
Parg'd in her flame, and waſhed With her tears. 
Who bravely ſo both lives, and leaveth breath, 
Alakes of a dying life a living death. 
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Fury of He diſloyal Husband , who ſo inhumanely had ofthe uſage of poor Aſariamnxe their Mother, could 
= om treated a Lady worthy of all Honour : as foon not abſtain from tears, 


of Mari. as ſhe rendered up her Soul , as it he had been 
ame, ſtrucken by ſome invilibleNart,cried out with grief, 
and ſaid, He had done ana& worthy the wrath of 
God : then dreadfully howling, he ceaſcleſly invo- 


Pheroras brother of Herod,and Salome his ſiſter, catumny 
who both had dipped their fingers in the blood of is plorted 
the innocent Queen, entered into affrightments and Fn" 
apprehenſions unſpeakable ; - 


The Sons 
of M ari- 


" at Rome, 


ked the Memory, and Name ot the poor dead crea- 
ture, to whom he by his ſorrows could not again 
reſtore,what had been taken from her by the ſword 


ſeeing the blood they 
had ſhed ſhould one day fway over their heads, 
Wherefore they beganfilently to calumniate them, 
and cauſed, by truſty inſtruments, many bruits to 


of the Executioner, Whereſoever he went, he till 10 paſs into the ears of Herod ; which intimated, That 


was accompanied with the image of his Crime, ill 
tormented and aſſailed with black Furies, Monſters, 
and hideous ſights, He tried all ſorts of Feſtival En- 
tertainments, Dancings, and Delights, to divertthis 
ill ; but it ſtill augmented, in ſuch ſort, that he was 
entorced t0 = =. all the affairs of his Kingdom, 
though he had been very eager and ardent in this 


employment : and became in the a", #9 | thereof 
doltiſh, and dull, not knowing what | 
ten,in the time of diner, he ſpake to his ſervants,and 20 which was aſſente 


edid ; for of. 


commanded them to call the Queen as if ſhe had 
been yet living : they ſlipped atide without making 
anſwer, and the whole Court was drenched in ter- 
rour and ſilence. In the end,not being able any lon- 
ger to endure the walls of his Palace, asif they had 
upbraided him with his cruelty, he ran into the Fo- 
reits like a mad man,where he got a ſtrange malady 
of the minde,and ſo horrible a renzy, that the Phy. 
ſicians were to ſeek, ſaying freely , it was a blow 


the Princes his ſons, in conſideration of their Mo. 
ther's wrong, had a = averſion from the Father, 
and that they never ſeriouſly would affe&t him. He- 
rod, who was yet in the heat of his affeQion, and 
could never be ſatisfied with beholding them , gave 
no credit to this calumny. But rather, ſeeing them 
now upon the confines of maturity,ſought to match 
them highly ; plotting for Alexander the daughter 
of Archelans, King of Cappadecia,named Glaphyra, 

unto: .and for Arifobaulus, he 
cauſed him to marry the daughter of Salome his Co- 
ſin-germain : ſo plaſtering over the domeſtick En- 
mities,which ever after found many FaRtions. Alex- 
ander and Ariſtobulus converſed together with 
great freedom, and uttered whatſoever they ha 
upon their hearts, ſpeaking of the death of th 
Mother in ſuch manner , that they ſhewed a great 
reſentment thereof, Pheroyas, and Salome, cloſe- 
biting, and watchful, ceaſed not to provoke them to 


from Heaven. God, who yet reſerved him for zo ſpeech : and whatſoever they faid , either through 


reacer calamities, would not at that time take = 
Fi life. . The wicked Mother Alexandra , who ſo 
outragiouſly had complained of her daughter upon 
the <caffold, inſtantly died, taſting the bitcerneſs of 
death, and loſing her glory. Laſt of all, followeth a 
Plague, which rook away even many of Herod's 
Counſellours, and all that 'was nothing but the 
ſcourge of Heaven in avengement of this death fo 
deplorable, and never ſufficiently lamented, 


vanity, or (light diſpoſition to anger, or in the lj. 
berty of ſecrecy, was inſtantly by a third perſon 
related to the ears of Herod. The ſubtile Salome 
holding ftill a power upon her married daughter, 
who was a fimple creature, put her upon the Rack, 
to tell her all,that her husband, and h 
law had ſpoken in the privacy of thei 
verſation. She then recounted the w 
Princes had through ſimplicity and braver 


oken, 


| | Y IP 
Mariamae of her chaſte Wedlock left two ſons 40 to witpthat Ariſtobalas vaunted himſelf; The King- 
une breg ©OHered, Alexander and Ariſtobulus,who were very 


young, able to ſuffer much in time to come, ' but as 
then incapable of feeling their own miſeries. Herod, 
to take from them the ſenſe of this cruel Tragedy, 
and to raiſe them likewiſe, by the degrees of good 
Education,to the glory of his Sceptre, happily puts 
them aſide, and ſends them to Reme, to be bred in 
the Court of A»guftus Ceſar, held at that time the 
Academy of Kings, and prime Schole-of the world. 


<ome years being paſſed, he had a deſire to make a 50 bumour, he reſtrained himſelf asi 


Voyage into Jtaly to falute Ceſar, and by that op- 
porcunity ſee his Children, whom he found excel- 
lently trained,and ſo accompliſhed,thart he purpoſed 
with the good leave of Ceſar to carry them back 
into ?«dex, which he did. Theſe young Princes, re- 
turning into Feruſalem with Herod, raviſhed all the 
_w_ with admiration, They were of a gallant 
preſence, ſtraight, ative, quick-ſpirited, couragi- 
ous in the exerciſe of Arms, well-ſpoken, affable, as 
lovely, as the perſon of the Father was qgj 
looked on them, as one would upon the rwo Stars 
of Caſtor, and Poknx, after a ſtorm: they reple- 
niſhed all with alacrity, and ſeemed already to win 
all hearts, to approve their Titles to the Crown, 
Thoſe notwithſtanding, who retained the memory 


x” 


dom belonged to the children of Aariamne, as to 
the line of the true Queen: as for Herod's other 
ſons, who were ſpread abroad in very great num- 
ber ( for he had nine or ten Wives) that he might 
make Regiſters of them in ſome petty Towns, and 
that they ſhould do well to learn to write, and read. 
She added, that Alexander faid in boaſting, 
a better man then his Father : notwithſtangy 
converſing with him , and ſeeing bi 


durſt nor diſcover himſelf, for fe d give 
him ſome ſuſpicion of his power. That hunting, or 
walking with Hered, he did, as it were, bow , and 
contract himſelf rogether, thar he might not appear 
taller then his Father : that, if he were to ſhoot in 
a Bow, he purpoſely made himſelf unskiful, thereby 
to take alſ occalion of envie from him, It was a no- 
table act of wiſdom ro do it, but a-great folly of 
youth to breath out many words, as innocently 


PMen 60 ſpoken, as treacherouſly interpreted : and above 


all, an infiniteſimplicity to commit their ſecrets to 
a woman, whoſe heart is as fit to keep what it ought 
to conceal, as a Sieve to hold water. | 

When Pheroras and Salome had a long time filled 
the cars of Herod with theſe trifling reports, ſeeing 


R 2 the 


& 


cir 
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the ſuſpicion began to take _ in his mind, and perour ( who was as their Father) with all demon. 
that the affeion of a father cooled rowarls his chil- {tration of love. In the mean time this miſerable 
dren,they ſtruck the iron while it was hot,and wiſh- Father, ſpying his opportunity, demands day of Ce- 
ed him ſeriouſly to take heed of his Sons, tor they /ar for an audience, which he zffirmed was of great 
ſpake big, and had boldly ſaid, Thar all thoſe, who conſequence,jit was granted him,and he came at the 
were embrewed in their mother's blood, ſhould not time appointed, bringing theſe two poor delin- 
carry the puniſhmenr into the other world : for ve- _ who doubted nothing, nor at that time 
rily, as they were vexed upon the remembrance of fought any thing but to laugh, and paſs their time 
the dead, ſuch like words had eſcaped them. Herod with their antient acquaintance. When they were in 
was much amazed at the liberry, and thought he 10 the midſt of a brave aſſembly of Princes there pre- 8 
muſt repreſs their boldneſs by _ GR. ſent : Herod breathing out a great ſigh, ſaid ; 

What doeth he?To humble the hearts of theſe Prin. Behold FY Cds 
RC ces, he ſele&eth among his children one called An#- favour, En Zo GAs ths 0 S7 jour 
Son of tipater, his Son by Doris,nothing noble,and who had bouſe, if Nature bad denied me children, Fortune ſhould ſee 
Herd, ex- ſhametully been hunted our of the Court,he puteth * without miſeries : all my diſaſters proceed from my own 
alted. progeny. It much troubleth me, todefile your ears (worthy 


Czſar) with the recital of ſo great wick-dne/s, but neceſſity, 
whith bath no law, enforceth ne, and you! juſtice, which eſta- 
bliſheth all laws, inviteth mc. Behold my 1wo u:natu-al ſons, 
who after thiy had received the honour 10 be bred at you feet, 
aſter they had obtained from me all the favours, which could be 
expetted from a King, by your grariows Clemency ſufficiently 
powerful, and ſrom a fath.r of his own Nature moſt wduigent, 
beiraying the glory of th: education they had at your hands, and 
orgettiig even the Nature and Blood they received from me, 
have attempted a crime, which 1 dave not name. 1 live too ma- 
uy years in thetr opinion, and too long enjoy a- Kingdom, which 
with ſo much labour 1 purchaſed. I have opened io them the 
gate of Honour, thatthry may ezter, after that natural death 
ſhall cloſe up mine «ys : and they will paſs through by the portal 
of Paryicide, preparing puter fo for my bfe, to (natch away 
the ſpoll ſterped in my blood. Behold 1 proſtrate them at your 
feet, not willing to retain any right in mine own diſplea|ure, 
neither of King, nor Faiher,but that which (hall be deciced for 
me by your juſtice. Yet notwithſtandi:ig (O Great Cxſar) I 
would b:ſeech you to beſtow upon my vid age, which you bave 
pleaſed ſo mach to honour, ſome repoſe in my own houſe, and 


this his Son,in the _ of an hand, upon the top 
of the wheel, not that he had a purpoſe to raiſe him, 
but to uſe him to counterbalance the children of 
Mariamne, reputing him an Inftrument proper for 
this end. For certainly this Antipater was of a dark 20 
ſpirit, cloſe, and miſchievous, much of his Father 
Herod's diſpoſition, as it was preſently to be ſeen, 
When he was advanced, he reſolved fully not to de- 
ſcend but with loſs of life, and to hold that King. 
dom, as well as others, by ſome notable trick. Be. 
hold why he played the Protexs, and changed him. 
ſelfinto all forms to gain credit with Herod, who 
then began to like him very well ; andhe,the more 
to fortify himſelf, ſpared not under hand to aggra- 
vate the calumny againſt the children of Aſariamye, 
and, after he had thrown the ſtone, withdrew his 
arm ſo cunningly,that it ſeemed he had not touched 
# it: forhe always was converſant with Alexander, 


30 


and Ariſtobalss,with much reſpeR, as with his Ma- 
ſters ; yea,when he made falſe tales to tickle the ears 
of his Father, then feigned he by a counterfeit mo. 
deſty to take their cauſe in hand, and. defend them 
ſo diſcreetly for his own advantage,that thereby he 
caſt them further into ſuſpicion.King Herod judged, 


free me from the hands of theſe Parricides. So likrwiſe 1 
think it not expedient ſor children ſo ungratefsl, who have 
trampled laws both Divine aud Humane under foot, to live any 
longer, and ſtill to have the Sun in their eys, to ſerve as a wits 
neſs and an upbyaiding of their crime. 


# 
Herod ſpake this with a marvellous vehemency, 


that, ro countenance him, it were to good purpoſe 40 tha he put the whole aſſemblyinto an aſtoniſhment, 
to ſend him to Rowe, which he did, allotting him a 2d theſe poor young men, who had as much inno. 
flouriſhing rerinue, & an infinite number of recom- CENcy,as 1mplicity ſeeing themſelves charged on the 
mendazi There it was, that he much embroiled ſudden with ſuch a tempeſt of words,made the apple 
bring to his Father, That he had dif. Of heir -= to anſwer, and weep in good earneſt. 
cover ome ftrange plots, that he ſhould take 


They endeavoured to ſpeak, fearing, . leſt their fi. 
heed of his brothers, Alexander, and Ariſtobnlns, lence _w_ make them culpable, bur the more they 
that they had praGtiſed ill diſpoſitions in every place, ſtrove, ſo much the more the ſobs choaked up their 
that their purpoſe had no other aim, but ro ſhorten 


words. Auguſtus Ceſar, who was a judicious and 


his days, and dispoſſeſs him of his Empire. This had C0Ourteous Prince, ſaw well by this their aſpect, theſe 
ſo much the more colour, for that theſe miſerable 5o Young men had more miſhap then malice, and caſt. 
Princes, galled with their repulſe, could not diſ- 'g 4  Trwyr 8 upon them,Coxrage, my chilarey, 
ſemble their diſcontent , they ever caſting forth be confident (faith hee) anſwer at yout leiſure, aud be 
ſome words, which, gathered by the Spies of Phe- 7 troubled. All thoſe there preſent bare already 
rora, and Salome, never fell to the ground. much compaſſion towards them, and Hera ſhewed 
Hexad ſighed to ſee, thar,be having pacified all a- EYED by his countenance he was moved: ſo eloquent 
broad; the fire ſhould kindle in his own houſe, and Are the tears of Nature. Alexander , ſeeing the eys 
thereupon had ſome deſire to arreſt his Sons, bur he Of the whole aſſembly very favourable, took heart, 
would attempt nothing upon their perſons without TePr eſſerh his ſighs, and being (as he was) eloquent 
Ceſar's commmand, referring all to Rim Bock for his fpeakethin theſe terms : 
ordinary complacence, and ſafegard of his own af. 60 
fairs. After he had revolved this affair with a thou- 
ſand anxieties in his heart,wherein he bare the chief 
extent of his counſels, he reſolved in his own perſon 
to carry his Sons to Rome, and accuſe them before 
Ceſar. In the whole courſe of his long way from 
Paleſtine to Ttaly he held himſelf cloſe,and reſerved, 
not making the leaſt diſguſt y_=ue his children ap- 
pear, that he might not occaſion in them any ſuſpt- 
cion. Being arrived at Rome, he learned, Anguſtas 
Ceſar wes then jn: the City of Aquilea, withour 50 
delay he went thither conduQting with him Alexar- 
der,and Ariſtobalus,who were received by the Em- 


MY LORD AND FATHER, You Majeſly apologie 
ha h not brought us ſo far to the Altars of Meicy, to offer u$ up of Hered's 
as 4 ſacrifice to Revenge: we ave &t the kne+s of Cxſar,as ia the ſon befere 
T« mple of Cl: mency, whether being condutted by your Warrant, Avguw- 
and command, it maketh us ſay, your words are ſharp, but 
procerdings moſt ſweet. If calumny bad ſo altered your excellent 
Nature, as to make you tak? veſolution upon our lives, tothe 
prejudtee of our innocency, you might have done it in Paleſtine: 
as a Fiher, anda K/n', the ſentence and execution were in 
your pwn hands, But God permit you to bring us to the Conrt of 
Auguſtus not to l:ave ths head,where the Cr' wn was deſigned, 
but rather to return it back viftorious, and free from ſlander. 

It is a very ſtrange thing to pretend the moſt enormous of crimes 
againſt perſons of our reputation, and quality, without ſaying 
wherefore, or bow. Notbirg is ſpoken of L:tiers, Poyſons, 

Complets, 
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Complots, Conſpiracies, Suboracd ſervants : it is onely 
y— i {Wb = gre og and proofs are pretermiited. 1f 
this be («fficient, you ſhall bave in the world no more innocen- 
cy, but that, which calumny ſhall diſd:ia to fix ber tooth ins 
Our enemies, who for maiy years bave ſpun this web, never 
could alledg any other thing, but that we were old enough, aud 
of ſufficient courage to do it, aud that we might pe form it in 
revenge of the death of our mo:her Mariamne. AS for the firſt 
reaſon, who ſeeth not bow weak it is ? If nothing but Age 
and V alour be. neceſſary to perpetrate a Parricide, it is to fill 
the whole world with blood, to put all fathers imo jealouſir, 
and all (ons into crime. For the ſecond, which concerneth our 
dead mother, (he left us in an age, whe- ein neither could we as 
yet bewail,nor feel her miſery. After we came out of our Child- 
hood, we have not been willing to ſearch into your Counſels, to 
ſift out your reſolutions, the #([ue of them ought to make ws not 
more audacions to wadertake to do evil, but more ſtayed and ad- 
viſed to do good. We onely bave afforded tears to ber, not to 
bemone ber death, for ſuch were unprofitable, but to ſatisfy our 
paſſion, ſeeing our enemits ceaſed not to diſturb the aſhes of ber, 
whoſe blood they bad (hed. Fatheryf our tears, which proceed 
from (o juſt a reſentment of nature, be in your Court accompted 
oriminal, wheie ſhall we any more finde ſafety,but in your ju- 
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of the beautious Glaphyra bis wife, daughter of 
King Archelaws, ſuppoling it was a powerful means 
to turmoil his ſpirit, and enkindle it with fury a. 
gainſt the. King his father, and this was to precipi- 
rate him into ruin. Theſe words upon the matter 
were moſt ſenſible to this generous heart, and then 
he began with a jealous eye to pry into Herod's aRti- 
ons, who, it is true, familiarly converſed oF a 


with this Princeſs,cndow'd with incomparable beau» 


10ty, but in concluſion he obſeryed no other thin 


in ſuch converſation, but loving entertainments 0 
a Father-in-law towards a Son's wife, worthy to be 
cheriſhed for many excellent parts. Alexaxder 
notwithſtanding, after this advertiſement of Phe- 
reras, turned this Honey into Poyſon, interpret. 
ing all in ill ſenſe, and was ſo tranſported, that 
one day entering into his father's chamber he diCſ. 
covered the jealouſie,and ſuſpicion, he had conceiy., 
ed, with ſighs and tears of rage. Herod found 


ſtice ? Never in the [o ſenſible apprchenſions hath any word of 29 himſelf much troubled with this accident, and 


bitterneſs eſcaped us againſt you, but rather againſt thoſe, who 
abuſe your authority to the 1ua of yours. We have no cauſe at 
all to hate your life, but to love it / {o much the more, as you 
bave judged us capable above the reſt of our brothe/s, to ſucceed 
to your Crows. Yet bave ſet all the marks of Regality upon us, 
all the bleſſings we could hope for, and to ask more would be to 
require liberty to overthrow mw. To what end ſhould we ſrek 
by Parricide a Kingdom, which is purchaſed for ws by your fa- 
vour, that ſo Heaven, Earth, and Seas, conſpiring with 
Czſar, might (hut the gate againſt us, for which we (hould 
be d:ſiroms to make a kry ſteeped in the blood of our fathe; ? 


thinking it a thing unworthy his perſon to juſtifie 
himſelf ro his Son, with many words to excnſe that 
which was not,he onely faid: My S$i,whs hath put 
this into thy head ? The other replieth, ke knew much 
of it himſelf, and Pheroras had confirmed it. Phere- 
ras was inſtantly ſent for, and Heyed, who oft-times 
uſed him as a ſervant, caſting a furious glance of his 
eys upon him, © Rake- hel! (faith he) What haſt 
* rhou ſaid to this yong Prince? It is not a word 


Tour Majeſty hath begot us, perhaps more uzfortunate ther now 430 ©© thou haſt put into his car, but a ſword into his 


would be expedient for your eſtate, but nevir ſhall w: be ſo ſot- 
tiſh nor impions, as to do a miſchief, irrecoverably to undo us. 
Moſt honoured Fat ber, ſuppreſs the ſuſpicion, which you have 
conctived, or,if you be pleaſed fil to retain it,w» both will l:ave 
this life, of which we are not (0 fondly affeftionate, that we 
would be willing te preſerve it to the diſpleaſure of bim, that 
gave it. 

This Oration, accompanied with the tears of this 
yong Prince, ftruck all the ſtanders by with admi- 
ration, and as they were both beheld with lowly 


looks, expecting the Judge's ſentence, every one 40 


was enkindled with deſire to juitifie them, Ceſar 
caſterh bis eye on Herod to ſee his countenance,who 
ſhewed himſelf much moved with compaſſion, and 
could have been content never to have thought of 
ſuch an accuſation : for verily this a&tion,in + 6 ap- 
prehenſion of choſe preſent, much hurt him, and 
cauſed his credulity ro be condemned. Ang:/ts, 
who would not confound them, pronounced, that 
undoubtedly his children had done ill ro diſpleaſe 


** hand againſt his Father , for verily he would no 
* more endure a companion of his bed,then I in m 
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* Kingdom, Ingratetull creature,ſhouldſt thou noe 


* rather teare out thine own heart, then entertain 
* ſuch a thought of thy brother ? Such crimes as 
* this never were in our houſe, nor ever will be,un- 
* leſs thou bring them hither. Get hence,and let me 
* ſee thee no more. I ordain tortures for other de- 
* linquents ; but for thee,ſince thou art ſo wicked, [ 
© leave thee to thine own conſcierce , not being 
** able to finde a fitter Executioner, 

Pheroras, who was not much aſtoniſhed with this 
noiſe, anſwereth,he knew nothing, but what Salome, 
who was there preſent, had told him, as indeed this 
came from her, But the ſubtile woman caſting out ar 
that inſtant aloud complaint, and tearing her bair, 
faith : It was a lamentable thing, that ſhe of all the 
world ſhould be perſecuted for being onely faithfull 
to her brother. Hered knew rot what to think, and 


him; bur as for the pretended crime, he ſhould 59 ſighed in his heart, beholding the difſentions of his 


raze it out of his papers. Theſe young Princes were 
r00 well born and bred to proceed fo far : there re- 
mained for them hereafter to live in good corre- 
ſpondence, and renew this holy knot of Nature, 
whichcould not be diſſolved by ſo good a father,nor 
children ſo futurely hopeful. This ſaid, Herod em- 
braced his ſons one after another, muck weeping, 


which drew tears even from thoſe, who were noc in- 


tereſſed in this affair. After all manner of com- 


houſe,and in the mean time faw not, that his own ill 
example was the influence of all theſe malediQtions, 
He did nothing elſe to Pheroyas, bur ſequeſter bim 
for a time: for,although he ſeemed much moved with 
anger, he was not exaſperated againſt any in good 
earneſt, but thoſe, whom he thought would practiſe 
againſt his State , and ſuch Pheroras appeared not to 
be,for he was a Libertine, who had niarried his own 
ſervant,attraRted by dalliances,refuſing the Daugh- 


plements were done, bebold them upon return with gg ter of a King, and all his deſigns aimed at nothing 


their father and brother Artiparer, who had cauſed 
all chis goodly Tragedie to be played. Notwith- 
ſtanding, this wicked creature overwhelmed them 
with courteſies, and congratularion, as if he would 


but ſenſuality. It was thought, this was not ſufficient 
ſatisfaction in Pheroras for ſuch a crime, and that 
this might ſtill feed a diſtruſt between che Father 
and Son, Behold the cauſe why the pernicious A»- 


make Bonefires of joy in his heart, Thus diffimula- 


tion goethalong in Court, till ſuch time, that Cod 
ta keth away the mask. 


Being return'd ro Feryſalem,one year was {carce- 


. . , n Antipater , 
tipater, who eyer was gracious with Herod, making gon of H+- 
uſe of rhis opportunity, beginneth his battel more red CO. 
furiouſly then ever, and having perccived ſome fa- one” 
miliarity between Alexander and three Eunuchs, 
TR. bur that calumny ſet-new ſnares to entrap the moſt intimate of Heyed's chamber, he under- 

e innocency of thele poor Princes. Pheror as re- 20 hand giveth notice, that the conſpiracy of Alexan- 
ſolved ro excite Alexander with jealouhie, tellin der againſt his father was now abſolutely contrived, 
him in great ſecrer, Herod his father made roo much and that the chief Eunuchs of the chamber, and 


privacy 


Horrible 
malice. 
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privacy of Herod, had an hand therein, Bebold them 
preſently apprehended, and put to the torture : 
theſe bodies, corrupted with eaſe,and delicacy, feel. 
ing themſelves ſo roughly racked, ſpake what they 
knew, and what they knew not, andin the end de- 
livered nothing bur boaſts, and vain-glorious bra. 
vados of youth,which had eſcaped the mouth of A- 
lexander chat is to ſay, ** That thoſe Eunuchs were 
* very fools to be ſo affeted to this old man, who 
* cauſed his hair to be painted, like a ſpruce yonker, 
* He had done all well enough : his time was paſt, 
* theirs was cotning, the Kingdom could not for- 
* ſake them, having juſtice,force,and credit in their 
* hands,and ſo many valorous men, who would nor 
* intime of neceſſity forſake them : and ſuch like 
things, ſpeaking nothing of that, which Antiparer 
pretended,yet too much for a jealous ſpirit. _ 

It was a pitifull thing to behold, how this miſe- 
rable Court was dis-membered. It was nothing but 
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Unhappy Politician, Cath 
Cave, perpetually in the obſcurity of an infinite 
number of diſtruſts, {till upon the point of acting 
new cruelties; and,being obſerved to be capable ot 
all ſoft of ſuſpicions, the wicked Antipater failed not 
to furniſh bim with matter enough to foment his 
jealouſies, and by the ſame means adyance his for- 
tunes. A wicked Grecian came tothe Court of F- Lf en- a 
dea, named Emrycles, who took upon him to be a calumny, 


Prince, and gave Preſents to Herod, to infinuate 


10 himſelf into his friendſhip. The unhappy King re- 


liſhed this man, and ranked himin the number of his 
intimate friends, He was lodged with Antipater, 
and obſerving, that he at that time bare the greateſt 
ſway in affairs, he endeavoured by all means to win 
his favour, which he did, familiarly converſing with 
Alexander, and undermining him, that afterward 
he might carry truth and falſheod to the ears of 
Herod, who gave him much credit. 

Three years were not*fully paſt, but behold ca- 


calumniations,threatenings, ſummons, diftruſts, ex- 2, lumny caſteth the reſt of her venome. Two Souldi- 


Court of a arpjnations,tortures, All men looked upon one an» 
©yxi9p% other, and every one ſuppoſed, there was no other 
ſecurity, but in preventing his companion. A thou- 
ſand ſottiſh chings were daily depoſed, that were of 


ers of Herod's Guard, cafhiered for ſome ſlight of. 
tence, were afterward indiſcretely entertained in the 
houſe of Alexander, who loved them, ſeeing them 
ſufficient men, and capable of good employments. 


no effet, There were found not paſt one or two, * Behold them accuſed of conſpiracy,immediately ap- 


who, extremely racked upon the torture, to free 
themſelves, faid, Alexander had diſhonoured his 
Father at Rome, as much more inclining to amity 
with the Parthians then with the Romans; and as 


prehended, and put to torture. The vehemency of 
torment made them fay; that, at the ſolicitation of 
Alexander and Ariſtobulns,they had a plot upon the 
perſon of Herod,to kill him in hunting, At the ſame 


torments were inceſſantly redoubled in favour of 4, time theGovernourof the Cittadel of Alexandrina, 


Antipater, they ſpake at random whatſoever they 

would have them, to wit, That Alexander and 

AAriſtobulns had conſpired to kill Herod by poiſon, 

then to go to Rowe to demand the Kingdom: which 

had no probability. And when it was asked where 

this poiſon was, it was replied, it was in the Caſtle 

of Aſcalon:and the whole matter ſearched into,there 

; was nothing to be found. Alexander notwithſtand- 

Alexend®r: ing is arreſted. He, generous,and much offended to 

Marianne, fee ſo many tortures, ſaid ſtoutly to Herod, bitterly 

or os ſcoffing : To what end is it to make all theſe ſlargh- 

"wo ters, ſering you Will have it, that you are deceived ? 

T have conſpired, and if you deſire to know with whom, 

with Pheroras your brother, and Salome your ſiſter, 

Prolemy, and Saprinius your (ounſellour. Kill all 
the world, and you alone ſhall reign 

He ſpake too much to be believed, and delivered 

itin an accent, which ſounded nothing leſs. Howſo.. 

ever,he was for certain days impriſoned,untill ſuch 


He is deli- 
vered by 
Archelats, 


(which was one of the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes of the 
Kingdom) is accuſed to have been willing to deliver 
ir into the hands of theſe young Princes; which he 
denied ſtrongly and ſtoutly. But his ſon, provoked 
againſt the father for ſome diſgrace, ſaid, the diſpoſi- 
tion was true, and at the ſame time produced falſe 
letters of Alexaxder, which ſeemed to confirm the 
ſame,held notwithſtanding to come from the hand of 
Secretary Diaphantms,a ſtore-houſe of 'falſifications, 

Hered would have no more proofs, he cauſed his _,...,.u,. 
two ſons to be apprehended, reſolving to ruin them; and Arife- 
and verily every man at that time accompted them {%% 03 
loſt. When theſe things were in hand, AZelas, a anne, im- 
Counſellour of the King of Cappadocia, came into Priſoncd. 
?adea, tounderſtand the knot of the buſineſs : he 
found it much envenomed and deſperate of remedy. 

The wicked father cauſed his ſons to be fetched our 
of Priſon, to examine them before Aſclas, and to 
confront them with the Depoſitions, Alexander ask- 


time as Archela King of Cappadocia, his father-in. 5 , eth, where the accuſers were : it was anſwered, They 


lJaw,advertifed of this difaſter,came to the Court of 
Herod. He took great care not to affront him, nor 
tell bim,that he wronged himſelf co be ſo credulous; 
this was not the maner to treat with a man, who 
extremely deſired to juſtific his ations. The Cappa- 
dicdan ftriketh fail, feeming to have great compathion 
to finde him in ſuch trouble, ſaying, Hz children had 
done ill ts diſquiet him in that maner: that he came not 
ro excuſe his Son-in-law, but to chaſtiſe his Daughter, 
sf ſhe were found blame-worthy. Hered was ſo com. 
forted to hear him ſpeak in this ſort, that the tears 
ſtood in his eys, and Archelams, ſeeing he had found 
the ready way of perſwaſion, began by little and 
little to declare unto him, that in truth the Princes 
his Sons had ſhewed a little too much inſolence, but 
that their facility was much abuſed, and it would be 
good to take heed thereof. He did fo well, that at 
the laſt he diſſolved the calumny and Glaphyra being 
there preſent, with her eloquence,and tears,obtain- 


were already dead. He replieth : © It was anunjutt 
* proceeding to put them todeath in the puilt of a 
* lie, drawn out by force of torments, for ever to 
*© ſhut up their mouth from verity, As for himſelf, 
* and his brother Ariſtcbalxs, they never had any 
* other purpoſe bur to flie to (appadecia, and from 
*© thence to paſs to Rome, to free themſelves from 
* the unquietneſs of their father, When Herod 
heard ſpeech of the yoyage of Cappadecia, he en- 


g freated Mela to enquire particularly of Gor 


if ſhe more clearly would utter any thing touching 
this deſign. Glaphyra then was ſent for, and when at 
her approach ſhe beheld her husband in fetrers, it 
was A Treadful thing to ſee her aflitions. Alas! my 
dear husband (faid the) are theſe the favenrs of your 
father ? Ts this the Diadem he hath promiſed you ? 
And thereupon her heart,oppreſſed with grief, top- 
ped up the reſt of ber words, Tears ſtood in the eys 
of the miſerable Alexander, who paſſionately loyed 


ed whatſover ſhe would for her husband , ſo that 4q her, and all the company was ſo troubled with this 
ſpeRacle of pitie, that thoſe there preſent to exa- 
mine looked one upon another, and forgat the for- 
n maliti eg 


the poor priſoner was inſtantly releaſed. 
Herod im the mean time lived like a Cyclops in his 


-* 
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Book 4. 
malities of juſtice. Herod asketh Alexander, if his 
wife were not partaker of all his ſecrets. He anſwer- 
eth,Such was her deſert,and diſcretion, that he con- 
cealed nothing from her. The poor Lady was a hcile 
amazed ar-this word. Notwithſtanding, with great 
ſimplicity ſhe ſaid, ſhe was ignorant of all that had 
paſled,as the child not yet born, yer was very ready 


to tell a lie to fave her Husband, and that ſhe never 
would diſayow it, although he ſhould char$e her 
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ſion, who altogether moſt unjuſtly concluded upon 
their deaths. As ſoon as this Decree was publiſhed, 
on old Souldier of Herod's, named T yron, very pal. 
ſronate for the innocents, went direRly to the Pa. 
lace; demandeth to ſpeak to the King alone by him. 
ſelt,wiich was granted him. This boneſt man,taking 
him alide, gave him a ſharp admonition,even to the 
reproaching him, that he had loſt his wits, in come 
manding his true heirs to be pur ro death,rto advance 


with ſome.crime. Alexander, touched to the quick , ga Viper, who inthe end would fecretly ſting him. 


with this terderneſs, ſaid to her : ** Madam, be not 
& aftoruſhed , you very well know, I never had any 
& other plot, but to carry you into Cappaarria, to 
6 viſit the King your Father.Bebold all our offence. 

This cured nor Hered, but made him extend his 
ſuſpicion upon King Archelaxs, taking it ill, he 
ſhould go about to withdraw his Son, without his 
privacy. He commanded the Priſoners to be ſer at 
liberty,and in che mean time ſendeth new Ambaſſa- 


dours to Rome, to purge himfelt from ſome flanders 20 


wherewith he was charged, and to obtain of Ceſar 
full liberty to difpoſe . of his children according as 
juſtice ſhould require, which was aſſented nnco. 
The young Princes are difgraced, and ſoiled with 
ſtrange calumniations at Rome, fo that no man durlt 
undertake their defence. He very glad to have ſuch 
diſpatches, being (as he was) a man preciſely formal, 
and ever giving colour of juſtice to his paſſion, o{- 
ſembleth cheCouncil to frame an Indiment againſt 
his Sons, admitting all thoſe, whom he ſaw miſchie- 
youſly bent to countenance his bad purpoſe, and ſe- 
queſtring others, who might cauſe ſome obſtacle , 
amongſt the reſt Archelags, expreſly nominated b 

Ceſar to examine this buſineſs. Morcover,that whic 

wasan a& of great injuſtice, he never would ſuffer 
his children to appear before the Judges,to be heard 
in their juſtificaczon : but himſelt alone entereth in- 
to this Aſſembly, full of gall,and poiſon. Never was 
he ſeen to be ſo out of countenance, Paſtion havin 


Herod hearkened to him in the beginning with great 
parierce, bur ſpeaking over-much, che asked him, 
Who are thoſe, that take exception at this judgmen:? 
My ſclf faith the good old man) firſt, and ſuch, axd 
ſuch men of quality, whons he named. Herod cauſed 
him to be caſt into priſon, laid hold of the reſt, and 
condemneth them all to death. Afterwards cauſeth 
his Sons to be carried to Sebaſte, and direceth the 
moſt cruel of his Guard to ſtrangle them in priſon. 
Thefe unfortunate Princes, who expeRed no- 
thing leſs then ſuch a ſentence, ſeeing the dreadfull 
taces of Executioners, and the fearfull Image of 
death before their eys, looked pale with horror, 
and asked them, 73/ho brong ht you hither ? But they, 
pulling them aſide as facritices, and diſcovering the 
inſtruments of their cruelty ſoon ſhewed wherefore 
they came : for without making any other ariſwer, 
they took them by the throat, and puting the fatal 
Cord about their necks, by main force ſtrangled 


o them, devoid of mercy. 


The poor Glaphbyra, who as yet loſt not the hope 
of her husband's liberty, having at that time prep 
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red a new battery to diſpoſe her father-in-law to cle- ® 


mency, heard the tidings of thedeath of Alexander, 
and withall of her own widow-hood. She, a good 
ſpace,remained in a trance,then mute as a ſtatue, laſt 
of all alittle recolleRing her ſpirits,and caſting outa 
ſigh from che bottom of her hearr, * Wo 1s me ! 
** (ith ſhe) 1 thought not Herod would have pro- 


wholly transfigured him, in ſuch ſort, that he ſpake, 4o © ceeded thus far.Tell himthe ſacrifice of his cruelty 


and acted things litcle conſonant to his gravity. His 
friends were to ſeek in him, and he ſeemed rather a 
ſavage Beaſt, then a King. Sometime he accuſed, and 
lamented within himſelt, ſfomerime he ſtammered, 
and cut himſelf ſhore. He produced Letters of his 
Son's,that bad no value in them, as was thoſe of their 
journey into Cappadocia, and yet, as if he had got a 
great victory,he cried out: $Sirs, what ſay you to this? 
Behold you not great malice ? O that I had been dead 


** 1s not finiſhed, for behold, one part of the Victim 
* is yet alive. Alexander, my dear Alexander, who 
© for ever in my heart ſhall ſurvive,needs muſt you 
* end your innocent life by this infamous paniſh. 
© ment? Muſt you have him for Executioner, whom 
6 Nature allotted you for a Father ? Art the laſt, I 
6 might have beenccalled to receive the laſt groans 
©* of thy penſive ſoul, to emboſom thy final words, 
* andenchaſe them in my heart. Then curnins her 


before I had known any ſuch thing ! Sometime he ſaid 5 q ſelf ro two little children,which ſhe had by her tides: 


he referred himſelf to Juſtice,and that through paſ- 
fion he would do nothing paſſionately. Sometime 
he publiſhed, he had not ſummoned this Aſſembly 
to judg, but to approve his opinion, to the end po- 
ſterity might che more abhor Parricide, Then he ci- 
ted Denterommy, which permitted Fathers to ſtone 
their rebellious children ro death, and played the 
Scribe, or the Divine ; then he ſhewed Ce/ar's Let- 
ters, of which he made more account then of his 
Deuteren 
ders had already been peremp:orily condemned by 
the ſentence of A»gſtus. When they came to vot- 
ces, Satarninus the Roman,a Conſular man of great 
authoriry,abſolurely diſſwadeth this cruelty ſaying, 
Himſelf was a father, that he knew the price ot chil. 


| dren, and that Herod would repent him of this pre- 


cipitation. This good man had three of his Sons with 
him, all gallant Perfonages, and well entertainedin 
good employments, who ſpake in favour of theſe 
poor Princes. But to no purpoſe. After them ſtand- 


Poor Orphans what a Father have they ſnatched from 
you? Alaſs! you are timely tanght the trade of miſery. 
The poor Lady,night and day,diſconfolately aig 

ed her ſelf, and being no longer able to enduce the 
Covrt of 7«d:a,no more then a Lion's den,ſhe was 
ſent back into Cappadocia, to the King her father, 
Herod Kept with bim the two Sons, under colour of 
their education, but in effe& to eſtabliſh himſelf, 
fearing leſt their name ſhould ſerve for a pretext of 


&gy, and inſiſted thereupon, as if the offen- gg ſome revolt. 


O the providence of God ! It ſeemeth you much 
flacken to fall upon guilty heads. Theſe young 
Princes,Sons of ſo virtnous a mother, ſowell bred,ſo 
well educated, accompliſhed with ſo many excellenc 
parts, declared lawfull ſucceſſours to the Crown , 
theſe Princes, who had been fcen (not above five 
years before)to returnin triumph from Rome to Fe- 
ruſalem, like the two twin-ſtars, who gilded all Pa- 
leſtine with their rays; theſe Princes, that promiſed ſo 
many Tropheys, ſo many wonders, behold them in 


eth up Yolumnins, a rude man, who drew to his fa- ore ſweerneſs of their years, in the flower of their 


Rtion all thoſe, which practiſed to ſerve Hered's paſ- 


hopes, at the gate of the Temple of Honour, for a 
: ſmall 
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ſmall liberty of ſpeech unworthily maſſacred,in ſtead 
of a Diadem on their heads, an Halter about their 
necks, and cauſed to be ſtrangled by two Sergeants, 
that ſo they might breach out their Royal ſouls un- 
der the hand of a Hangman. Behold the brave ap- 
prentiſhip,which Herod exerciſed three year toge- 
ther about the time of the birth of our Saviour, to 
prepare himſclf for ations much more enormous. [t 
was ſaid of Sy//a, that if Mercy had come upon the 
earth in humane ſhape, he had ſlain her. But Herod 
did much worſe. There remained nothing for him, 
after ſo many ſlaughters, bur to embrew himſelf in 
the blood of fourteen thouſand Innocents, and at- 
tempt upon the Son of God himſelf, which preſent- 
ly after happ2ned, and of which every one by rela- 
tion of the Scripture taketh notice. 


It is time to behold the recompenſe thoſe wicked 
f ſouls received, tor having dipped their fingers in ſo 
much blood, ard ſo many tragedies, ro the end we 


Pait, 4; 
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whileſt lie was at Reme, that he ſpecdily might re- 


turn into Palft:ne with a Crown on his head. T his 


was depoſed ever by the on of the err pm of 


Antipater*s houſe, ard circumitanced with grounds 
and particulars ſo expreſs, that there was not any 
cauſe of doubt, Herod demanded where this poy- 
ſon was. He anſwered, ]1t was in the hards ot the 
Widow of his brother Pheyroras, She being exa- 
mined upon the FaR,goeth up'into a higher Cham- 


10 ber, ſeigning to fetch it : and being mounted to the 


top of the houſe, ſhe, through deſpair, ſell down 
headlong, with a purpoſe to kill her ſelf, , But God 
ſuffered not the tall co be mortal , they much heart- 
ned her, and promiſcd all impunity, if ſhe freely 
would deliver the truth, S$he telleth that true it 
was, her husband had received the poyſon of 4»- 
tipater, and had ſome inclination to give the blow : 
bur that a lictle before his death, he repented him. 
ſelf, and deteſted ſuch wickedneſs ; and with theſe 


therein may obſerve the proceedings of the Divine 20 words, ſhe drew out the poyſon, which afterwards 


Providerce,which ſparech rot, firſt ſlightly to rouch 
and aſſay by ſome viſitation thoſe, which it atter- 
wards reſcrveth for the eterral pains of Hel.The de- 
teſtable Antipater, who had directed all the paſſages 
of this wickedneſs, ſeeing the two Hers of the King- 
dom removed quite away by his praQtiſes, thought 
he had already a foot in the Throne, He continueth 
his cunning and malice, ever masking himſelf with 
the veil of piety, 9s if he had an unſpeakable care of 


was known in the death of Delinquents to be very 
mortal, At the ſame time Bathy/las, ſer at liberty 
by Antipater, was taken coming from Rowe to 7u- 
dea, to adviſe Pheroras to haſten the buſineſs , and 
bearing with him a new poylſon, if the firſt were not 
of force. | 

Inthe mean time, Antipater wrote tothe King 
his Father, that he laboured earneſily at Rowe to 
diſſolve Obloquies , and accommodate his affairs 


the life and tare of bis Father, while he in the mean 30 with clearneſs : that he hoped to come to a period 


time had noother aim, but quickly to make himſelf 
bſolute Maſter of all, fearing lelt the diſpoſition of 
PHered which was very fleeting, might alter , and for 
this cauſe he went vp and down daily practiling very 
great intelligences. But he was hated by the people 
like a Tiger, and the fouldiers, who ſaw him em- 
brewed in the blood-of his brothers, ſo beloved by 
all the Nobility, could in no ſort reliſh him. 4 bove 
all,the p:ople were extremely touched wich compaſ- 
fon,when cheſc little children of Al-xander,and 4- 
riſt:b:lus were led through the ſtreets, who had 
been bred in Hero's Courr, All the world beheld 
theſe poor Orphans with a weeping eye, and with 
ſorrow remembred he diſaſters of cheir fathers. Au- 
tipater well ſaw, it was fit for him to withdraw 
himſelf, and decline envie,and not ſindge his wings in 
the candle, fearing his tarher in proceſs of time (who 
in ſuch matters was ſvb:ile enough) might diſcover 
lus purpoſes. Notwithſtanding, he was fo ſecret, that 
he avoided to ask leave of Herod to ſequeſter, him- 
ſelf, for fear to miniſter matter of ſuſpicion to him, 
Burt he cauſed letters cloſely ro be written from 
Rome to his father, by friends whom he had wrought 
for that purpoſe, which imporced all hedefired, to 
wit,that it was neceſſary he ſhould be ſent to Rome, 
to break the enterprizes which the Arabians plotted 
againſt the State of 7-dea. Herod having received 
theſe letters inſtantly diſpatched his Son Antipater 
with a goodly train, rich Preſents, and above all the 


in them, and- quickly return into Zudea. Herod 
was defirous to lay hold upon bim,and ſendeth him 
this Letter, 

* My Son, the frailty ofmy age, and debility of 
* my body, daily inſtruteth me that1 am mortal, 
* One thing comforteth me , that having made 
*choice of your perſon to ſucceed me in my Eſtate, 
* 1 ſhall behold the decregitneſs of my age flouriſh 
* again in your youth, and, as it were, bury my 


40 © death in your life , fince I ſhall live in'one part of 


* my ſelf, ro me moſt pretious. I wiſh, you preſent- 
* ly were with me, not ſo much for the afliſtance I 
* expect from your piety, as for the prejudice your 
* abſence may ek on my Fortune. 1 ail not with 
* the good leave of Ceſar, to return hither as ſoon 
, 4 you can; delays nothing advance our Af. 
* falrs, 


This bait was too tempting to defend him from g,1,,, 
the hook : upon this news he would, as it were, fly again 
to Feruſalem , he diſpatcheth his affairs, takes leave 59Þ*i!'y- 


of Augaftus, and haſtily poſteth to obey his Fa- 
ther's commandments, It was an admirable thing, 
that in the way he never had any notice of that 
which paſſed, ſo hated he was both of God and 
men, Yet ſo it was, that being in Cilicia he learn- 
ed, his Mother was diſgraced, which much aſtoniſh. 
ed him, ſo that he reſolved to retire back again, bur 
one of his Council (perhaps wrought by Herod ) 
ſhewed unto him, that, if nothing were plotted a- 


Will of Herod, which declared him King after the 69 gaiaſt him, he ovghr not to fear: and it any ca- 


death of his Father. Behold all he could defire in the 
 world.But as the eie of God never ſleepeth,and ſup- 
prizeth the crafty in their own policies, it happeneth 
the miſchievous Pheroras,who had acted his part (as 
we have ſeen)in this lamentable tragedy, departed 
chis life, by a ſudden death, and poiſoned (as it is 
chought)by the maid-ſervant whom he had marricd, 

Herod being requeſted ro come into the houſe of 
his brother, to take examinations upon the fat,un. 


lumny were forged, he rather ſhould haſten to 
ftrangle it, otherwiſe his abſence would thruſt him 
further into ſuſpicion. This counſel he believed, 
and notwithſtanding the remorſe of his conſcience 


5 . 
he rook the way to Jadea. When he was arrived © 


l ; vent of 
in thePort of Sebaſte, he began ro enter into grea- Auiparers 


ter apprehenlions of his own unhappineſs then e- 
ver. For upon the ſame Haven,where he before had 
beheld fo great: confluence of people, which made 


expectedly learnech how his Son Aripater had gi- 70 many loud acclamations at his departure, not for 
the love they bare him, but for obedience to Hered, 
who ſo would baveit, he perceived the chance of 

y | the 


ven poiſon to the dead Pheroras, at ſuch time as he 
was out of favour, to poiſon the King his Father, 
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the Die to be now changed : he was entertained 
with reſpe&leſs countenances, and that ſome be-' 
bolding him ſcornfully mu:rered between their 
teeth, as curſing him for ſhedding the blood of his 
brothers. He was too far engaged to retire back, 


Unhappy Politician. 

* dit to Slaves, and ſilly women to his prejudice, that 
* he had received Letters from Ceſar, whom a man, © 
* could deceive no more then God himſelf, which 
* gave a moſt ample teſtimony of all his demeanors , 
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and the vengeance of Godalready had ſcored him 
out his lodging. ' He goeth direMly from SebaZte 
to Jeruſalem, and baſteneth to the Palace magni'1- 
cently attired, ard well atterded. The Guard fut- 
fered him to enter, commanding all thoſe, who ac- 
companicd him,in the King's name to withdraw. He 
was much amazed to ſee himſelf taken like a bird in 
a ſnare; notwithſtanding he went forward , and 
entereth into the Hall, where his Father expected 
him, accompanied by 2uintilins Varus, newly ſent 
from Rome as Governour of Syria. After he had 
made an humble obeyſance, according to the cu- 
ſtome, he came to kiſs his Father, bur ar that inſtant 
he heard the roaring ofthe Lion: for Herod reti- 


* and of the ſatisfaction he had given to Rome, Thar 
© he never had failed in duty towards his Father , 
* and that it were a paſſ»ge of extreme folly to put 
* himſelf into an uncertain hazard for a Crown 

*which he had , as it were, already in his hands, 


10 © Briefly, without any further diſcourſe, he offered 


* himſelt to be uſed like a Slave, and to be put to the 
* torture for proof of his Innocency. And there. 
withal he dreadfully rormented himſclfin ſuch fort, 
that he began to move all the company. _ 
Nicholas Damaſcene,vibo was arough Gameſter, 
taketh the word out of his mouth , he confronteth 
the Witneſles, he interrogareth, urgeth, involveth, 
and puts him into confuſion, and thundereth a ver 
bloody InveRtive againſt him : which at large is 


ring back, ſ1id unto him , * Avant thou murderer 20 couched infoſephws's hiſtory, where like an Qratour 


* of Brothers, and Father : the kiſs of a Father was 
© not inſtituted for thee. Behold ©minrilins thy 
* Judge. Adviſe with thy ſelf, what thou art to 
© morrow to anſwer upon crimes whereof thou art 
* accuſed. 

He ſtracken with this word, as with a thunder- 
clap, withdrew, bearing terrour in his face, and the 
image of his crime in his choughts, He in the next 


he exagerateth all the circumſtances of his Crime, 
* Behold you not (faith he) a brutiſh ſtupidity to 
* conſpire againſt your Father , having as yet the 
© blood of your Brothers before your eys, and all 
© the aſſurances of the Sceptre in your hands? Needs 
© muſt you perpetrate a Parricide, to make your 
* ſelf poſſeſſour ofa Crown, which was acquired 
* for you by ſo ſolemn and authentical a Teſta- 


Chamber found his Mother and Wife weeping,with * ment ? Look you after nothing, but the blood of 
many laments already preparing his Tunerals: a- 3o © your Father, to ſet a ſeal uponit? Yea, of a Fa- 
mazement ſo ſeiſed him, he had not language to * ther, whoſelife is ſo dear to all honeſt men', and 
comfort them, nor ſo much as tears to bemone his * of nature ſo indulgent to love his Children, —_ 
own miſhap. He ſpent the whole night in great * have never ſo little merit. An ingratitude able to 
afiRions, finding by experience, it was much more * make Heaven bluſh , and Earth tremble under 
eaſie to commit a crime, then excuſe it. The next * your feet. An ingratitude worthy, that all the E- 
morning he is ſent for by the Council , -where he *lements ſhould conſpire to puniſh it, 
found the King his Father with Duintilins Varns , This man ceaſed not to diſcharge againſt him 
- Anrivarer 3nd many Counſellours of tate. Yea, Letters were words of fire with a maſculine eloquence, and the 
"cud Then intercepted, very lately written by his Mother, miſerable Axtipater proſtrated himſelf on the 
before bis which ſignified all was diſcovered, and that he go ground, and prayed God to doa Miracle in favour 
Fatkec. : ! ; * 
ſhould carefully beware nor to return, and puc him- of him, to make manifeſt his innocency, ſince he 
ſelf into the hands of his Father , if willingly he found himſelf ſo oppreſſed by the malice of men. Ic 
would avoid the throat of the' Lion. This was re- is wonder ( faith the Hiſtorian ) that thoſe, who, 
reſented unto him at the entrance to the Council : during their life have believed no God, would yet —» 
þ. expected nothing bur the inſtant of ſtrangling, acknowledge him at their death, This man lived ag 
ſo much his conſcience tormented him, Behold ifthere were neither Heaven, God, nor Angels , 
the cauſe, why, caſting himſelf on his knees, he be- and now, ſeeing himſelf in the horrours of death, 
ſought his farther not to condemn him, before he was gages the Divinity to excuſe his Crime. Varss 
heard. ſaith unto him , * My friend, expe& not extraordi- 
Herod replieth : © Impious Villain,what haſt thon 50 nary ſins from Heaven in your favour, burt,if you 
© to ſay? Hath God then preſerved thee to be the © have any good reaſons, boldly produce them. The 


© laſt ſcourge of my old age ? Thou knoweſt, I have 
© extracted thee from the dregs, to place thee oyer 
* thy brothers, above, and beyond all hope. I have 
* given thee my Money, my Revenues, my Autho- 
*rity, my Favour, my Secrets, my Heart, and 
* Crown into thy hands, in a Will {gned with my 
* own hand , and thou canſt not alittle ſtay, till thy 
* Father's eie is cloſed by natural death, to enjoy it? 


* King your Father , defirerh nothing more then 
* your juſtification. Thereupon he ſtood confound- 
ed, like a loſt man, Yarss taking the poyſon, that 
had been before repreſented to the , Council, cau.. 
ſed it to be given to an Offender already condemn. 
ed, who inſtantly died, and all the Aſſembly aroſe 
(as it is ſaid ) with manifeſt condemnation of Ax- 
tipater, His Father, eſteeming him abſolutely con- 


*It was thither thy purpoſe aimed, when with ſuch 60 victed, required of him his Complices : he only na- 


© beat thou didft purſue the death of thy Brothers : 
* nothing have 1 done in their Indiments, but by 


med Aztiphilns, who brought the poyſon, ſaying, 
This wicked man was caufe of all his unhappineſs. 


* thy information, and advice, Wicked creature, I 

© fear, leſt chou haſt lained me with their blood , 
* thy Crime now makes their\Innocency appear. 

At theſe words he bitterly wept, the memory of 

* Mariamne, and his unfortunate Children coming 


It was a great chance, Herod at that time had not 
cauſed the fentence of death to be executed upon 
him ; bur, according ro his ordinary proceeding, he- 
reſolved roinform Ceſar of all that had paſſed, and 


into his mind. He was ſo oppreſſed at his heart, that 
he was enforced ro entreat Nicholas Damaſcene, 


who was as his Chancellour,to purſue the reſt. A#- 70 ſerable Victim, the ſtroke of deat 


tipater preventeth him, and ſpeakerh in his own de- 


fence : * That he was much wronged in giving cre- age ; and already felt, through imbecility of dodgy; that 
2 YT the a1CS» 


to fend him the whole Proceſs formally drawn, to 
order all at his pleaſure. Inthe mean time Aztipater 


is ttraightly impriſoned, "_ hourly, as a mi- 


Horrible 


: > {tate of 
Hered at thar time was about ſeventy years of 


Hevred in 
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the approach of the laſt hour, It was a very hard 
morlſel tor him to digeſt. Never man better loved 
this preſenc life : very freely would he have forſa- 
ken bis part of the next world eternally, to enjoy 
this, though hein effe& was therein mol w—_g > 
Towards the end of his days he grew ſo harſh, 1o 
wayward, then ſo cholerick, and turious , that his 
houſhold-ſervants knew not how to come about 
him : they handled him in his Palace as an old Lion, 
chained with the Fetters of an incurable Malady.He 
perſwaded himſelf, he was hated of all the world, 
and was therein no whit deceived, as having given 
ro0 great occaſion thereof. The people almoſt for- 
got their duty with impatience,and could no longer 
endure him. 


The goid- As ſyon as his ſickneſs was bruited abroad, 7xdas 


! 
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and Matthias,the principal DoRtours of the Zewi/h 
Law, who had the youth at command , perſwaded 
the moſt valiant of their Se& to undergo a bold ad- 


Nation ; ofthe Temple he had built for them , of 
the Ornaments, with which he had enriched it; ad- 
ding, He had done in few years, what their A/mo- 
can Kings could not perform in fixſ{core : and, for 
recompenſe of his piety, at Noon-day they had 
hewn down, with notable boldneſs,an holy Gift, 
which he h:d raiſedin the Temple, wherein God 
was more intereſſed then himſelt , for which he re- 
quired a reaſon. 


to Theſenow, fearing any further to incenſe him, 


declined the danger, and put him upon their Com- 
panions, leaving them to the 'pleaſure of the King, 
At that time the High-prieſthood is taken from 
Matthias, and another Matthias, Who was held to 
have been the Authour of the Sedition, burned a- 
live that night with his companiors ; at which time 
an eclipſe of the Moon was ſeen, that made this ſpe. 
Qacle much more dreadlul. 

Hered in few days, after hehad tried in vain,and 


; | ' Fearful 
venture ; which was, that Hered having re-edified 20 worn out all humane remedies, was reduced to that 


and adorned the Temple of 7er»ſalew, and (as he 
had alwavs ſhewed himſelf, for rhe accommodation 
of hits own FEftate,to be an Idolater of Ceſar's For- 
tune) to ſet upon the principal Gate the Romane 
Eagle, all glittering in Gold. This much ofended 
the light ot the Jews, who could not. endure any 
ſhould place Portraictures of men, or beaſts, or any 
other figures in their Temples; ſo much they "ab- 
horred ijuch Monſters, which cheir Fathers bad ſeen 


Malady of 


horrible ſtate of malady, which is rightly deſcribed #4. 
by 7oſephus, and Enſcbins of Ceſarea. God would 
have him in this life raſt in long draughts the cup of 
his Juſtice, waſting chat caitiff carkaſs with lingering 
torments. Behold the cauſe, why he was touched 
with a manifeſt wound from Heaven, and aſſaulted 
witha furious Squadron of remedileſs dolours. He, 
who from his young days had been enflamed with a 
deſperate ambition, felt at his death a fire, which 


adoredin Egypt, Behold why this Z#dzs, and Afat- 30 devoured his marrow and entrails with a fecret and 


thias, who were the chief, thinking the fickneſs of 
Hered would help them, began earneſtly to exhort 
the moſt valiang of the young men, who every day 
frequented their houſes, to rake in hand the quarrel 
ol God, according to the ſpirit of their Anceſtours, 
and io beai down rhis abomination, which they had 
fixed upon their Temple. That the peril was not 
now fo great, Herod having enough to do to wra- 
{tle with bis own pain : bur, 1f it ſhould happen they 


' ſubtile ame. He, who all his life-time had an enra- 
ged hunger to heap up treaſures, even to the open- 
ing of David's, and Solomey's Sepulchres,to extrat 
poy from thence, was afflicted with dog-like 

wnger, both horrible, and ſhameful, which cauſed 
him day and night to cry out for meat, yet never 
was ſatisfied, He, who had made ſo many voyages, 
and gone ſo many paces to make himſelf great, ſaw 
then his feet ſwoln with bad and phlegmatick hu. 


loſt their hives, to dic in ſo glorious an act was to qo mours. He, who in his life had cauſed ſo many tor. 


be buricd in the midils of Palms and Triumphs, 
There needed no more to encourage the youih, 
Behold! atroop of the moſt adventurous came forth 
about the midit of che cay, armed with Axes, and 
Hatchets, who climbed to the top of the Temple, 
and hewed in pieces the Eagles in the [:ght of the 
whole world , 7:das, and Matthias being there 
preſent, and ſerving for Trumpets in this Exploit, 
{he noiſe hereot initantly came to the Palace, and 


| turesto be inflicted, felt, outragious and intolera- 
ble cholicks, which racked him. He, who had ta. 
ken hfe away from ſo many men, was ſeiſed with an 
Aſthma, which hindered his breathing. He, who e- 
ſteemed Prudence and humane Policy for the finews 
of his Eſtate, felr in his body Cramps, and Conyul. 
ſions of ſinews, which gave fam many ſhakes. He, 
who ſhed the blood of the poor AMariamne, who 
flew her Sons, to make the Kids ( as faith the Scri- 


the Captain of the Guard ran thither with the moſt 5 prare ) boil in the milk ot their Damm , briefly, he 


refolute Souldiers. He much feared ſome further 
Plot, andthar this defacing of the Fagle might 
prove a preamble to ſome greater Sedition, But at 
the rſt, as he began to charge, the people retired, 
which the more encouraged him for purſuit. Fourty 
voung men,of thoſe who had done the fear, were 
takenin the place; 7d.z, and Aatthias, who ac- 
companicd them, deeming it a thing unworthy to 
fly away, and that at the leaſt rhey ought ro follow 


who wallowed in the blood of about fourteen thon. 
ſand Innocents, of purpoſe to involve therein the 
Saviour of the World, died in his own blood, af.. 
fied with a cruel Flux. He, who abuſed his body 
with prodigious Luxuries, had, dying , his ſecret 
parts filled with Lice, and VYermine, with an igno- 
minious Priapiſm, a Malady not to be named. 

Shall we then ſay, the Div ine Providence of God 
hath no eys to be wakeful for the puniſhment of the 


themin peril, whom they had brought into dan- gg wicked ? This deſperate Wretch, inſtead of adorin 


cer, Being preſented to Herod, and demanded from 
whence this boldneſs proceeded, they freely anſwer- 
ed, Their Plot had been fully agreed upon among 
themſelves, and it it were to do again, they would 
be in readineſs to put it in execution, in regard they 
were more bound ro Afoſes,then Herod. Herod a» 
mazed at tjys reſolution, and fearing greater com- 
motions, cauſed them. to be ſecretly conveyed ro 
7 ericho,whither kimſclfafter,though crazy,was car- 
ried, and,afſemblins the principal, ſpake to them 


the Juſtice of God at his death, and kiffing the 

Rod, which had chaſtiſed him, dreameth ot new 
Slaughters, publiſheth an Edit, by which he ſend- 

eth for the principal of the Jews of every Province 

to fericho, whither he cauſed himſelf to be carried, 
and,ſhutting them up in a Theatre, calletk his Siſter 

Salome, and her Husband Alexas, and then ſpeak- 

eth to them in theſe words: : 

* It rroublerh me not to die, and tender the Tri- Xororons 

© bute, which ſo many Kings have paid before me :; © 7" 


out of his Litter, making a long Narration of the 70* but lam aMiRed, that my death ſhall not be la- 


£00d Offices he had done in favour of the whole © mented as [ defire, if you afliſt not, Know t 


hen, 
* for 


L as + 
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i*for this purpoſ: I have ſent for all che Nobility © to ſer him at liberty. But, O the judgment of 
"© of F#4:a,whom you have in your hands, As foon God | his Goaler, in ſtead of giving ear to all 
* as my eysare:ctloled; put them _al-to the Sword—-—hisrewards, went directly to. his Father, and rela. 
* and let not my death be dive ge, till freſk't —rethobut ow Antipater uſed all poſhible means 
* tune! of thele fats pzople he | COL priſon , ahE&"take poſſeffion of the 
* friends ; by this means 1 W | ing>and knocking his head, 
© rears, 'A s; which ſhall mike my Soul leave rricide' mterther me in 
* my bogly which the mgfe contentarigne, 

The Wretdh in ſaying thisgwith-er 


tears, beſought 
ſteemed ogy 


if he had ask hat, necelſzs;”- let him be buried in Hyreanus's Caſtle without Fr- 
rily ſhe muſt >renenttitm at that in- eral pomp. This was ifiontinently exccured, and 
ſtant with oa Rerard fic were never ſuch was the end of this wicked Wretch, who had 
execured, | & along he well declared, he . diſturbed Earth, and Hell, ro place himſelf in his 
had the ſpirs ung 'V olf in, che skin of = Father's Throne, according as certain, \Mathema- 
man, and th of hurtane blood was be- ricians had forerold him, | 


come naturaÞ*ro him. >. Few'days after his death, Herod, baving decla- 

perh of Ag he was framing this notable Teſtament, Let- red Archelaws for Succeſſour ofthe Kingdom, con- 

1 ters were brought him from Rome, written by Ce 20 trary to his firſt will, which was diſpoſed in che be- 
{ar*'s commarid,,, which certified him, that Acwe, a half of | Antipater, after he-had accommodated his 
Zewiſh Lady, of | Livia's Train, the Wife of Au- two other-Sons with ſuch ſhaxes,as ſeemed good to 
5ſt us, had beenicondemned for ſiniſter intelligence him, and 'given large Legacies to, Angnſtu: Ceſar, End of = 
with -Antipater, and for that cauſe puniſhed with yielded opens wickedFoul in rage, and;deſpair, in Polnicun 
death. , As concerning his Son , he wholly left inthe U'X XR. year of his age,-and TY 11. hon. 
him to his diſpoſition, *- This man 1n the very point of his Reign. WA: 7 * 
of death lift ſucked-vengeance with marvellous A Prinee ( faith 7oſephid#?) who all bp life deſi. 
ſweetneſs. "Upon this news-be taketh courage a» redtobe Maſter of his/Laws,” and a ave of his 
gain, andcallsforan ADDIC, bad a Knife , bulying - Paſſions, and who, notwithſtanding dll bis grear 
bimſelfin the paring ofir. But in theſe employ- 3O felicities, ought to be reputed the miſerable 
ments, as his pains redoubled, he waxed weary: of - on theearth, Behold in what terms thig Authour, a 
life, which he ſo much had loved; .and at that in- great Statiſt, ſpeaketh it, to teach bumane policy, 
ſtant, one of his Grand-children, named Achiabns, there is no Prudence, Wiſdom, Counſel, Great-" 
who ſtood near to the Bed, perceiving he rolled his nefs, nor Happineſs, where God is not preſent. For 
eys full of rage, and made a ſhew as if he would laying aſide eternal torments of the other life , 
have ſtabbed himſelf with the knife he had in his wherewith this barbarous man, dying in puniſh- 
hand ( which much affrighted the young Prince) ments, was encompaſſed , I affure my ſelf, rhere is 
held back his arm, as well as he could, and began to neither Peaſant,nor Handy-crafts-man, if he be not 
make a terrible our-cry, as if his Grand-father had mad, would give one day of his life for the thirty 
yielded up the Ghoſt ; whereupon the whole Pa- 49 ſeven years of Hered's Reign, which he paſſed in 
Jace was in an uproar. Artipater , who from the continual apprehenſions , thorny affairs , perilous 
Priſon heard all this tumult , ſfuppofing Herod was voyages, (iniſter diſtruſts , frolty fears of death, 
at the laſt caſt , his feet i:ched in his Fewers, and barbarous cruelties, remorſes of conſcience, the 
did not as yet deſpair of the Crown, offering, as fore-runners of Hell, leaving beſides a ſhore and 
one would ſay , Mountains of Gold to his Keeper, — pms Poſterity, Behold his Picture , and 

Elogy ! 
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ERODES ASCALONITA, VULTU FERUS, ANIMO BARBARUS, LUTO 
ET SANGUINE MACERATUS, 'A QUO NIHIL AD SUMMAM CRUDE- 
LITATEM PRATEFR DEICIDIUM ABFUIT, 'DEICIDIO VOLUNTAS NON 
DEFUIT: VULPINA FRAUDE REGNUM JUDEAZA INVASIT, AN. MUNDI 


TER MILLESSIMO NONGENTESSIMO SEXAGESSIMO QUINTO. REGNA- 


VIT IRA SERVUS, 


NO REGNI TRICESSIMO 
CHRISTI OCTAVO. 


JURIS DOMINUS, 
VITA INFELICISS!MUS. DESIIT COELESTI 
SEPTIMO, 


FORTUNA FELIX, CYCLOPAA 
PLAGA FERALIS MORBI, AN- 
VITA FERME SEPTUAGESSIMO , 


Upon the PicTurte of HE ROD. 


A man no whit with civil Grace endu'd, 
Of Viſage hidecus, of Manners rude 3 
A Monſter, made of maſiacres and blood , 


Y the carri:ge of this Court one may ſee 

whither Vice tranſporterh great F orcunes. 

In the perſon of Ariſt:bulns, and Hyrcannus, 
you behold that the Canker 1s to a body leſs dan- 
gerous, then the diſcord of Brothers to a Stare. 

In the perſon of Aztipater, a friend tor advan- 
tage, who ſeckerh to fiſhin a troubled water, in 
the end fiſheth his kill, but is drowned in the at, 
ro teach you, there is no policy ſo great, as to be an 
honett man, and that he, who prepareth ſnares ſor 
another, diggeth his own Grave. . 

In the perſon of Pcmpey, an Arbitratour, who 
worke:h his own ends under the colour: of juſtice, 
who buildeth bis ambition on the ruines of ttare, in 
the end, the Farth, which faileth him for his Con- 
queſts, denieth h;m a Sepulchre. He found no more 
Countries to conquer, and ſcarcely had he (ix foot 
of earth to make him a Tomb. « | 

In that of Hyrcanns, too much credulity, too 


( ſtood: * 
That boldly God, Heau'n, Nature's L aws with- 


[Il words within no certain limits. fall, 
But who ence mentions Herod, ſpeaketh all, 


much facility to pleaſe others humours , too much 
pulillanimity in the government of Juſtice, which 
head-long threw him into a life as miſerable, as his 
death was cruel and bloody. 

Inthat of Anthony, a paſſionate Judge , who 
turneth with all winds , and ſuffereth himſelf to be 
carried along by the ſtronger , without conſidera- 
tion of Juſtice, 

In that of 7oeph, and Schemus, that it isperilous 


10 to treat with women, though tree from ill purpoſe, 


and much more dangerous to reveal a ſecret, which 
who will ſafely keep, muſt make his heart a Se- 

pulchre-for it. 
[n that of youn$ Aricbalns,how the moſt beau- 
titul hopes are ſtorm-beateyin the bud,and that you 
mult walk upon the preſperity of the world, as on 
Ice, that it;muſt be handled like glaſs, fearing al- 
ways they break not in the luſtre of their brightneſs. 
}n that of Alexazdra, a boundleſs ambition, de. 
ſ1pns 


Ring of 
God, 


Four 
ſorts of 
lite, 


Book 5. 


rempe yircue ro-her ſoul. - Ah * b 
Inthatof che ſonsof Xſariamne, ihnocency per- 
i. —and alittle vanity of congue deſperately 


revenged. - 
—_ of young Antipater, policy deceived, the 
cloud of humane hopes cracked, puniſhment and 
revenge ever attending an offender, 

Inche perfon of Hercd, anenraged ambition, 
which giveth motion to all his crimes, a double-ſoul, 
crafty, cautelous, politick, miſchievous bloudy, bar- 
barous, ſavage; and withall in the beſt of his cricks 
benummed, dokiſh, and dulls thinking to make a 
fortune to the prejadice of Religion and Conſci- 
ence. A goodly fortune, to make himſelf great,and 
livein the hatred ofall the world, in the remorſes of 


The HOLY COURT. 
ſigns without effe&, afflictions devoid of conſolati« 
ons, torments without patience, and a death with- 


our deſerts; and all this becauſe ſhe-gayenora good 


Fortunate Piety, 


a Cyclopean conſcience, a thoaſand times a day to 
call upon death, not, being ablego die, and inthe 
end to die ina body. Leaprous,-Sigking, Lowſy, 
and death to teare his {pul from-bim'with <cabs, 
Stench, and Lice, to make it ſurviteirs torments in 
ar eternity of flames, See you not here fair fruits 
of humane Wiſdom, Impiety, -and Atheiſm > 

In that of Afariamre,' a ſoul raiſed above the 
higheſt ſphere of .true greatneſs, a ſoul truly royal, 


1 © boly, religious, courteous, merciful, wiſe, affable, 


and endowed with an incomparable patience, who 
as an Eagle,ſtrong of wing and courage, ſoaring4- 
bove the ſtorms of the world, maketh her ſelf Mi- 
tres of Tempeſts and Thunders,which for that they 
had ſerved as an exerciſe of her conſtancy, ard per- 
petual battels for her life, ſhall throfigh all A ges At- 
rend the immortality of her glory, 
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Fortunate Pty. 


D E have hitherto beheld a Court, which 
rather reſembleth- Polyphemus Cave, 
then a King's Palace, to teach Great- 
2 ones,there1s no brutiſhneſs ſo ſavage, 
| whereinto Ingratitude towards God, 
and Vice, doth not precipitate a forſaken ſoul. Let 
us now lee, that as unbridled Paſſions are of power 
to make an hell ofa Prince's Court, fo the Practice 
of Piety and other virtues make it atrue Paradiſe, 


thers, to teach certain vain-glorious people, who 


, 14t 


make no accompt bur of thoſe trifling ſpirits, fierco, 


mutinous,and unquiert,ſtamped with the coyn of im... * 


piety, how much they miſs of their reckoning ;; ſee- 
ing this Emperour, with the ſole arms of piety. 
and modelty,carried himſelf ina very long and moſt 
proſperous Reign, amidſt horrible rempelts, which 
ſeemed ready to rend the world , and other raſh 
Princes, who made ſhew to ſwallow earth and ſeas, 


Behold the Court of Theodsſius the Younger , a 10 were drowned in a glaſs of water. 


Prince, who ſeemed to be born for nothing elfe but 
to ally the Sceptre to virtues, and maniteſt what 


royal greatneſs can do, guided by the rules of 
Piety. 


Itisno ſmall miracle to behold an holy King. If 


God affe&ed the curiolity of wearing a Ring, as 
well in effec as the Scripture attriburech it to him 
in Allegory,the moſt agreeable charaRers he would 
engrave therein, were the names of good Kings, 


who are his moſt lively repreſentations, as thoſe, 20 the 


who wed together power and goodneſs, two inſepa- 
rable pieces of God, bur very incompatible in the 
lite of man, ſuch arethe corruptions of this Ape. 
Some hve in the world tranſported with the torrents 
thereof, and that is weakneſs. Others flie the world, 
ard in flying oft-rimes carry it along with them,and 
this 1s an illuſion. Ochers*{eparate themſelves as 
well in body as affe&tion : and this 1s prudence, Burt 
few are found, who bearings the world on their 


God made his birth and education ſingularly to 
contribute ro the ſanity of his life. He was de- 
ſcended from 7rajan, called the good Emperour by 
ſupereminence of worth : his Grand-father was the 
great Theodoſizs, a man, whoin arms had no ſu- 
periour that preceded him, and in piety no better 
iecond then his Grand-child. The Emperour 
Arcadius was bis father, a moſt generous Prince, 
who in the very begining of the fifth Age, to wit, 

you afrer the Nativity of our Saviour, four 
hundred and one ſaw this infanc rife as a bright Star, 
at that time when he ended the courſe of his life: as 
the Poets feigned the Sun reareth bimfelf from the 
bed of aged Tythen, toilluſtrate the world. His 
Nativity vas forerold by the mouth of Saints, his 


, molt render infancy conſecrated by the deſtruction 


of Idols, God at one and the ſame time putting 
him in the number of the hiving, and inthe rank of 
ProteRours of the Church, by a moſt remarkable 


ſhoulders through neceſiity, do iread it under-toot 30 aft, of which behold the narration. 


by contemp: of vanities, That is it, which this great 
prince hath done, whole Court we here deſcribe : 
for being ſeated among people, he built a deſert in 
his heart, and inavaſt Ccean of affairs he hved as 
fiſhes, which keep ſilence within the loud noiſe of 
Waves, and preſerve their plump ſubſtance freſh in 
the brackiſh waters. I go not about to place Theo 
doGiru the Younger inthe rank of the braveſt and 


* moſt Heroick ſpirits, you hereatter ſhall fee others 


Saint Procepings,an Hermit endowed with admira. Propncfs 


ble ſanctity, illuminated with the ſpirit of Propheſie 
lived in the i(Iz of Rhodes, praying daily for the de- 
ſtruion of ſome remnants of Idolatry,which reipn- 
edinthe Roman Empire, when by good chance t0 


_ holy Prelates, Porphyrizs and Fohy, theone Biſhop 


of Gaza, the other of Ceſarea in Palefin', fayling 
tor that purpoſe to Conſtantinople, went tolodg in 
the Hermitage of this holy man. He having received 


more couragious and warlike, but I purpoſely have ,q them with all reſpe& anſwerable to their qualicies, 
and entertained them according to the poverty of 

the Cell, underſtanding they travelled to the capital 
City 


fcleted this Hiſtory, drawn from the Chronicle of 
Alexandria, Zouaras, Sozoimen, Raaerns, and 0- 


Extratticn 
of Theado« 


ſur. 


His bi; 
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City of the Faſtern Empire,of purpoſe to obtain an 

Edi& from the Egperour, abſolutely to deſtroy the 

Temples of 1dols, ard bridle the infolencies of Pa- 

vans, who ſtirred with ſognuch the more boldneſs, 

as the drouping faintneſs of the government of 

thoſe times promiſed them impunity ,he was infinite. 

ly comforted to ſee ſo great Perſonages undertake 

ſo worthy a work, and God then PRn__cy him 

theſe words, he ſaith: Conrage, Fathers, the glo- 
ry of this (conqueſt is dne to your piety : Go ſtoutly 1O 

t» Conſtantinople, and acquaint the boly Biſhop 

John Chryſoſtom with this deſign, reſolving to exe- 

cute what he ſoall think fit. For the reſt, know the 

Empreſs is nine moneths gone with child, and that, 

which ts more, ſhe beareth an Emperour in her womb: 

pon the Mother, and the Son who 15 to be bory, de- 

pexds the expedition of this affair. They, very glad 

of this prediQtion, left the good Hermit Procopine, 

and in ten days arrived at (ont antinople, where pre» 
ſently they viſited Saint John Chry/oſtows, who re- 20 

ceived them with mugh reſpect, and very great con- 

rentment. 

The affair being put into deliberation, the Biſhop 

of Conſtantinople faw well, that the Empreſs mighc 

therein much affiſt, and that God ordinarily ufeth 

the piety of women to advance the affairs of Reli- 

gion. Notwithſtanding, he durſt nor preſent thefe 

two Prelates to her, fearing his recommendation 

might be prejudicial : for he very lately had a ſharp 
Endexia, difference with the Empreſs. It was Emdoxia,a wo- 30 

mother of ryan of a great ſpirit, /and who naturally loved vir 
ThedY%* rue, as milk in herdnfancy, but ſhe had a heart ex- 
ns haughty,and quickly would be offended, if 
any thing of great conſequence were undertaken a- 
gainſt her authority. Behold wherefore St. Chry. 
{oftow, who was of no pleaſing diſpoſition, as one, 
who had a ſpirit alienated from ordinary comple- 
ments, ſometimes towards thoſe of his own coar, re- 
prehending her openly at many meetings in the 
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Her hu- 


ed, raiſed her indignation to the clouds, She was 2s 
mOo.Uur, 


yet in the height of her paſſion againſt him, and 
therefore he, judging it to no purpoſe for him to ſol- 
licite her,cauſed the two Biſhops to be preſented by 
the means of one called Amantius, an attendant of 
Eudexia's chamber, a very wife man, and of great 
credit with his Lady. She,who knew her childe-bed- - 
time at hand, gave very free acceſs to religious men, 
viſhops © hoping all good ſucceſs by help of their devotions, 
trear with 
che Em- 


commended to her by Amantizs, in quality of per. 
pcels. 


ſons endowed with a very eminent fanRity,ſhe was 
unſatisfied till ſhe: had ſeen them, and having moſt 
courteouſly ſaluted them, excuſing her bigneſs with 
child to have hindredher paſſageto the door for their 
reception, according to the uſual pratice towards 
perſons of their worth, ſhe forbear not moſt affei- 
orately to conjure them to employ their moſt fer- 
vent prayers to obtain of God a bappy delivery for 


Fortunate Piety, Part, x. 


glory ſhould be gathered, ard *that}better they 
could not ſecure their eſtate, then by deſtroying 
the work of Satan;to erc& the Tropheys of 7eſ2e. 
Endoxia taketh fire, being thereto otherwiſe well 
enouph diſpoſed, and promiſeth to recommend the 
buſineſs to the Emperour, to obtain the diſpatches 
they required for their better contentment, The 
Biſhops retired,expeRting the effeR of this promiſe, 
The Lady faileth not to offer her requeſts, and ſtrike 
the ſtroke with her beſt dexterity, But Courr-affairs 
proceed not always on the ſame feet, which the de. 
fire of the zealous move upon : ſhe findeth the, .....,, 
Courcil.engaged in theſe retardations, who think it of Arcaci- 
to no purpoſe to roll ſuch a ſtone, ** That Idolatry * bs. 
* ſhould be left to bury it ſelf, and at leifure drels © © 
** 3ts own funerals, That the means to ruine it, is 
** to remove the heads of the SeR from all kinde of 
© Honours, and publick Dignities: to forbid the ex- 
*erciſe of Superſtition, and Conventicles, which 
* they make in private houſes, to ſubdue Idolaters, 
** and burn them, as it is ſaid, with a ſoft fire : Thar 
** the demoliſhment,which ſhould be made of thoſe 
** great Temples of Idols which yet remained, 
** would make much noiſe, and yield little fruit : 
6 That this might thruſt rebellious ſpirits into ma- 
« rifeſt deſpair, and in a word, it was feared, ir 
& might be a means to turn the coin of the Empe- 
*rour's coffers another way, who drew a good 
** round revenue from the City of Gaza, which 
© eyen at that time was in hand, 
The conſideration of intereſt,which ever holdeth 
as it were the afcendent in the ſpirits of men, trans- 
ported ar that time the belief of the Empreſs, who 
would no further proceed in this purſuit. She cauſed 
the Biſhops to be aſſembled, ſignitying to them, how 
having treated this buſineſs with much fidelity, and 
follicirude, ſhe could not finde the Council diſpoſed Porz%m's: 
to this reſolution, that they muſt have parience,and (hc pco- 
ſuffer the fruit to ripen before it be gathered, phelic. 


Zeal of 
Endoxia, 


ws hi 
Coun 


point of glory,wherein ſhe moft deſired to be foorh- 40 Thereupon Porphyrizs , Biſhop of Gaza, the 


principal Agent, as being the moſt intereſſed, well 
perceiving the Empreſs had not uſed the u:moſt of 
her credit, faith to her in a diſcrete, and effeual 
manner : © Madam, that your Majeſty may nor 
* fear ſeriouſly to employ your endeayours in the 
** buſineſs now in queſtion, I promiſe you in recom. 
<* penſe, that God will give you a Son, which you 
** bear in your body, and that quickly you ſhall 
« fee it to ſway the <cepter by your fide, Women 


and ſeeing theſe two Biſhops were particularly re- 50 deſire nothing more then to conceive male children: 


bur,if it concerneth the eſtabliſhment of houſes, they 
paſſionately love their Sons. Exdexia,who,notwith- 
ſtanding all the forcible words of Porphyrins,had be- 
fore not undertaken the affair bur ſleightly, upon 
this promiſe made to her of a male childe, 'and of a 
on to be Emperour, proteſteth to employ her ſelf 
wholly therein,and in ſuch maner, that ſhe not one. 
ly would cauſe the Idols of Gaza to be thrown 
down to the ground, and abſolutely raze the Tem- 


her. The holy Biſkops,aſter they had wiſhed her the 60 ple,bur(which was not to be expected from her zeal) 


childe-birth of Sarab,of Rebecca, and St. Elizabeth, 
began to declare the cauſe of their voyage, untold- 
ing in very expreſs terms the indignity of this Ido. 
Jatry,the inſolency of Pagans, the contempt of things 
ſacred, rhe oppreſſion of people,the lamentable miſ- 
chief it would be to behold the worſhipping of Idols 
ſill co ouriſh, which to aboliſh, the Saviour of the - 
world had io much ſweat,ſo much wept,and ſhed ſo 
euch blood ; and to fee itpredominare, as it were, 


ſhe addeth,ſhe would build in the place of the Tem- 
ple(it being demoliſhed)a moſt magnificentChurch, 
Perhyrias, thanking her for ſo much ſavour,raketh 
leave to retire to his lodging attending the effet of 
the good man's Propheſie. Exdoxia faileth norin fevr ,,., 
days to be delivered of a fair Son, who is our Theo. Thou, 
dofins the Younger. As ſoon as he beginneth to 
breath air, behold him covered with royal pargie, 


declared Angaſtrs, with intention to aſſociate kim 


in the eys of a molt magnificent Emperour, and a 70 the year following to the Empire of kis Father, All 


moſt religious Empreſs,who had all the means to ex- 
tirpate it, That in ſucha field the palms of eternal 


the world was poured into joy at the birth of this in- 
fant,there was nothing bur ſports,largeſſes,arid pub- 
lick 


e POTÞ 


ay 


Book . 


lick alacrity;ſfy much happineſs they promiſed them- 
ſelves from this litile T»eodsſsus,1n whoſe infancy al- 
ready were ſicen all hopes ot the publick to bud. 
The Empreſs,ſeven days after her delivery ſhew- 
ing her {cf very gratefull to God, cauſed the 
Biſhops to be called,and received them at her cham- 
ber-door , then holding her little Theedsſins covers 
ed with a royal garment in her arms Fathers, (faich 
ſhe to them behold the ſruits of your Prayers, bliſs 
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Fortunate Prety, 


the little Theodsſous to read it, afterwards, skilſuſly 
Suiding him with his hand, he made him bo his 
head,upon which he cried ont aloud, ſpeaking to the 
Emperour,who was near: Sacred Majeſty,our little 
Maſtcr agreeth unto all whatſoever theſe good Pre- 
lates have acked of him: ard in ſpeaking this held the 
Petition upon his breaſt, "he people credulous,and 
delirous to flatter the Emperour, thinking the In- 
fant had made this inclination of his own motion, be- 


the Mother,and ber Ixfant. Then bowing her royal 1© gan at that inſtant to thunder with loud acclamati. 


head under the hinds, and benediction of the 
Biſhops, ſhe preſenteth to them the fruit of her 
childe-bearing tro be marked with the $ign of our 
Redemprion, which they preſently did. 


rrezm of The good Empreſs having made them to fit down, 


ons of joy, congratulating with the Emperour, that 
liehaca Son, who, through forwardneſs of judg- 
ment, already received Peutions, 

As ſoon as they werecome to the Palace,the Mo. 
ther, v;/ho had contrived all this buſineſs, made it to 


Po:;11:i4s. TPell then '(aith ſhe) what ſball we do for diſcharge of be read to her over and over, as a thing ſhe had ne. 


our promiſe? Porphyrins taking the word relateth to 
her a dream he had the night before upon this ſub- 
je&, which was, that he ſeemed to be at Gaza, a Ci- 


verthought on before, and {traightways commard- 
eth in che preſence of the Emperour to open the Pe- 
tition once again, There was to be read the deſtru. 


ty of h:s Biſhoprick, in the Temple of Icols, named ,, ction of the Temple of Aarna, and many immuni- 


the Temple of Aſarna,and that the Empreſs. coming 
to him, offered him a book of the Goſpels, entreat« 
ing him to open it, and read therein whatſoever he 
ſhould firſt encounter, and that, upon the opening 
thereof, he found theſe words couched in the Goſpel 


of St. Matth:w : Thon art Peter, and upon this Roch 


will I build my Church ,and the gates of Hel ſhal have 
10 power againſt it : and chat thereupon the Empreſs 
Picus (ra. ſhould ſay : Conrage, tn good time. 1 hat (faith ſhe) 


tagems 
Ora ws 


—_ in my mind for the expedition of our affair, In few 


days, I hope the Son, whomGod hath given me,ſhall 
be preſenced at the holy Font of Baptiſm : in the 
mean time prepare ſome very ample requelt, what- 
ever you think good of, and upon return from the 
Chriltening, jult at your going out of the Church, 
preſent it confidently to my Son. I will inſtruct 
him, that ſhall carry him in his arms, to take it, and 
do what then ſhall be needtull.W hen he is returned 


ties, which the Biſhops earneſtly demanded, The 
Emperour knew not which way to turn him, well 
knowing he had very lately rejeted this ſuit at his 
Council-table,reſolving with himſclf to refuſe it the 
ſecond time. Burt the battery was too forcible. EX «- 
doxia declared,it was an ill preſage not to ratifie the 
firſt grant her Son had made by a kinde of miracle, 
in ſuch an age, ſuch an habir, on ſuch a day, and 
among ſuch ſhouts of the people, I know not who 


very well accordeth with the deſign] have figured 420 could baye reſiſted ſuch ſweet violences. 


Arcadins will ke nill he, was conſtrained preſent. 6 —_— 
ly to ſign the Petition, without reſtrition,or modi- thc 106"; 
fication ; and, which is more, to conſtitute —_ Theed-jins. 
Commiſſioners for the execution thereof, who fail- 
ed not, upon the urgent ſollicitation made by the 
Empreſs,to raze the Temple of Aſarna, and build a 
molt ſtately Church in the place, 

Behold how potent, and religiouſly cunning wo- Women 
men are, whenthey addi themſelves to good, But 9 '9 49 


ro the houſe, I will do the reſt, and hope ſo much 4s God made all theſe paſſages conduce to the glory of good. 


from the mercifull hand of God, that we ſhall have 
all we deſire, The Biſhops aſſembled fail not ro 
preſent their requeſt, cauſing therein to be inſerted 
nor one}y the deſtruction of the Temple, bur alſo 
many Privileges, and immunities in favour of their 
Churches. 

Baptiſm The day of Baptiſm being come, all the City 1s 

of The2- adorned, and hanged, in ſuch fort, that it ſeemed a 


lictle Heaven, where the Sun and Stars {miled out of 


his well-beloved Theodoſaus,willing,that Hell ſhould 
howl, and tremble already under the feet of an In- 
fant, who vas no more then born, to make him one 
day dreadfull to all the powers of impiety. 

The joy of the Parents conceived for the birth of Conrenci- 
T hecdofiits was not long, 1 know not through what 25.85. 
miſchance Erdoxia conteſted again with St. Chry. Empre!s 
{cftom npon a willulneſs, as forcible in the purſuit ag **5** 


ba : and Saint 
unfortunate in the iflue , for it ſteeped the remnant cvryetons 


their houſes. The Infant is carried in folemn pomp 59 of this poor princels cays in bitter diltaſts,and head- 


to the Font, waſhed,and regenerated with the warer 
of Baptiſm, by the hands of St.ohn Chry/oſtow, who 
gave him the name of Thtod-/tus his Grand-father, 
and then adopted him for bis ſpiritual childe.Bapriſm 
ended, they went out of the Church m very go0d 
order: the Princes,and [.ords of rice Court glitter- 


ed in robes of their degrees, as Stars , the Court of 
Guard was in very good <quipage, the number of 


thoſe, who attired in white bare burning Tapers in 


long threw her into a death diſavantageous to the 

reputation of her life : to teach Great-ones, and a- a 700d 

bove all,Ladies,to bridle their paſſions,and never to 4ocument 
- FE . : tor Gicats 

oppoſe the authority of the Church, The Mitres of ,... 

Prelates are as the Crowns of the Kings of Egypr, 

they carry aſpicks, which inſenſibly ſting thoſe, who 

ro0 near approach with intention to offend them, 

having Juſtice on their ſide. It was a ſhamefullſpe- 

Qacle tor Chriſtendom, to ſee,upon this great The- 


their hands, was fo great, that they ſeemed to equal gg arre of the world, a woman conteſt with a Biſhop, 


thelights of Heaven. The Emperour Arca4iys was 
there in perſon,appearingthat daywith a molt ſingu- 
lar Majeſty,ashe, who had given an Emperor to the 
. world, Near tothe father the little Theodore was 
carried, who drew tears of joy from all the people. 
The Biſhops, Porphzrins,and 7eha,bcheld this good- 
ly Proceſſion to paſs along, and in the mean time 
ſpied their opportunity. They failed not to ap- 
proach near,as the Empreſs had inftructed them,and 


and hazard her reputation againſt the moſt eloquent 

Tongue of the World. This Princeſs was ardent in 

-ny thing ſhe enterprized,and made all affairs dance 

tothe tune of her intentions : ſhe ſo powerfully 
wrought the Biſhops, that they aſſembled a little 

Council of Prelates, paſſionate, and pliant ro her _ 

will, who paſſed a ſentence of condemnation againſt *7 ©: 
Chry{oſtem, under pretext of a ſcroul, charged with niches. 

a tedious contexture of calumnies, invented againſt 


with a lowly obeyfance preſented their Petition to 29 this holy Prelate.Zxd3ia would free her felf,and,to 
eve contentment to the people, it behoved her to 
proceed therein with ſome colour of juſtice, Bchold 

him 


the Infant, The Gentleman, who bare him in his 
arms,received it, and opencd 1t,as it he woutgd make 
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lim baniſhed into Birhynia, It was a bold at to 
rear out of theThrone of Coyſtantineple a man,who , 
filling the ſayls of Eloquence, as eaſily moved the 
people,as Winds do the ſands of Zybia, which ſtir at 
their pleaſure, The people of Cexſtantineple ſpared 
not to murmur, as do the Waves ot a mutinous Sea, 
and their mutterings were ſeconded with an Earth- 
quake, which happened there at the ſame time , all 
tended to a revolt, if Chryſiſtom had not been re- 
pealed from this exile by the Emperour's authority. x0 
Being recurned to his See, he altered nothing of 
his ſormer manner, crying out, thundering,and vio- 
Icntly beating down the vice and corruptions of 
that Age. Akd as by chance Endoxia cauſed a filver 
<tarue to be dedicated to her ſelf ina publick plice, 
at the conſecration whereof many ſports, dances, 
and diſorders were uſed , this gave new occaſion to 
ſpeak, which ſo vexed the Empreſs, that ſhe reſoly- 
ed to ruin him, whatſoever it coft her. Arcadins 


Fertunate Piety, Part r, 


teer,, the other fifreenth years old. 1n the fifteerith 
year of her age, beho!d her already fo capable of 
government, that ſhe was Regent of the Empire,and 
as it were a mother to her brother. Arteming, 
who had inſtructed her in ſtate affairs, could nor 
ſufficiently admire the viyacity of her wit, the ſoli- 
dicy of her judgment, the equity of her counſels, 
and the happineſs, which ordinanily accompanied her 
reſolutions, She then reſolved to live in perpetual 
Virginity, not, as ſome have thought, to take away 
the jealouſie of an husband towards a brother,and to 
hold the government always, wherein ſhe ſo happily 
thrived , but for a mere inclination ſhe had to the 
love of Chaſtity, She eaſily perſwaded her ſiſters to 
the ſame, who took their flights to Chriſtian virtues 
under the wings of this Eagle. 

The holy Vargins, to make the offer of their Vir- 
ginity the more ſolemn, gave an Altar of gold, gar- ,,... x 
niſhed with Precious ſtones to the Church of S$. $4- gols. 


ſhewed himlelf a little ſoft, and obſequious to the 2o phi4 , as preſenting upon this monument the incom- 


humour of his wife, who ſpared ro wiles, inventt- 
ons, credit, nor violence to bring her enterprize to 
paſs. She came in the end/unhappy as ſhe was) to be 
as proſperous, as ſhe wiſhed in this purſuit, $S, Fhy 
Cbry/«/t»m is exiled to Crucyſa, a townin Armenia, 
which hath nothing more remarkable init, then to 
have been honoured with the baniſhment of rhis 
worthy man. He ſwallowed ſo many rtoils and in- 
commodities in this exile, that there he left his life, 
the more to illuſtrate the glory of his death. Divers 
prodigies happened at Conſtantinople, as meſſengers 
pf the anger of Heaven armed for revenge of this 
- © injuſtice, Among others a violent ſtorm of Hail, 
D»a'h of Which much aſtomſhed all the City, and, four days 
the em. ofter, End:xiadiedin travel, baving long endured 
pitt miany bitrer throws. It is held, her Sepulchre ſhook, 
until] ſuch time as the body of the Saint, carried in 
Triumph through Conſtantinople ſeemed by the pre- 
ſence thereof to fix her tomb, who had furniſhed 

him with ſo many diſturbances in his life. 

The emperour Arcadins made no long abode in 
this world after the death of the Empreſs his wife, 
and S. ?:hn Chryſoſtem , behold him furprized with 
a maladie, which he preſently knew to be as it were 
a fore-runner of his death. After he had ſertled the 
affairs of his conſcience, he ordered thoſe of his 
Kingdom, and though he had his brother Honorius 
Emperour of the zy:f, he would not rely upon him 
for the guardianſhip of his ſon , all great men are 
jealous, and many times diffident of their own 
blood : but he appointedas Tutour for his little 
T he;cdsfins (who then was onely eight years of age) 
1/iigerdes King of Perſia, his friend, who deputed a 
great Prince,named Anticchxs, to eſtabliſh an abſo- 
lute pezce with the Emperour, and offer him his aid 
2gainſt all prerenſes, that might be raiſed againſt his 
ſtate. Artemins, a Conſular man, very wiſe and 
faithful, rook che ſtern of affairs in hand, which 
moſt proſperouſly he managed in the great trou- 
bles and revolutions of the weſtern Empire, 

Quanies  Theedeſins was leftan Orphan with tour ſiſters, 
— ad Flaccilla, Pulcheri:, Arcadia, and Alarina, but a- 
Toes five bove all the reſt Pxlcheria poſſeſſed his heart from 
his infancy. She was the Pearl of Princeſles, and one 
of the wiſeſt women, which ever managed the af. 
foirsof a Kingdom. <he had a ſtrong and pleaſing 
ſpirit, a ſold piety, an awakened wiſdom, an incom- 
parable grace to gain hearts to her devotion. Her 
brother made fach accompt of her rare virtues, that 
he aſſociated her for a companion of his Empire 
holding her in the quality of a Queen. She was one- 
ly wo years elder then himſclf ; the one was thir. 


parable treaſure of their Purity, and making hum- 
ble prayer for the proſperity of their brother's Em- 
pire, This infinitely pleaſed Theodeſius,and the more 
Pulcheria reſigned her ſelf to virtue, the more repu- 
tation ſhe got with the yong Emperour. She then 
began ſeriouſly ro make Religion, Juſtice, and 
Peace to flouriſh in the Empire. And ſeeing the 
perſon of her brother was it, which ought to ſpeak 
by example to all the world,the good Lady embra- 
ced the care of his educaticn, as the moſt important 
piece of her government, Firſt, with an admirable ,,,.. 
wiſdom ſhe ſ{equeſtred all thoſe, who might cauſe a- of Theodes- 
ny vices to ſlide into the ſoul of this young Prince, * 
well knowing, no plague was ſo much to be feared 

in the Courts of Great-men, as to expoſe the car of 

a childe to the Hiſſes and Venom of.Serpents, which Flague of 
caſt ſin inco the ſoul before they have eys open to Peet” 
behold ir. She hated, as the ſhadows of Hell, all 
thoſe ſubtile Artiſts of Fortune, who, to confirm 
themſelves in authority, oftentimes thruſt Great- 

ones into vice, and catch them by ſenſual pleaſures, 

as Birds are with lime, to entangle and ſnare them 

all together, Secondly ſhe procured worthy men to 
attend near the perſon of the Emperour, who roy. 

ally mighc crain him inthe exerciſe of piety,wiſdom, 
arms, and letters,as much as is neceſlary for a King, 

She herſelf, who was well verſed in the Latize and 
GreekTongues, ard no whit ignorant of the Precepts 

of the Wile, ottendiſcourſed with her brother, 


FO That God, who made Kiaes, had che'ged him w.th a Crown, 


the more to oblige him to be the beft man in his Empire. That 
if be would gl0:101 fly reign, be muſt begin by the ſway of him- 
ſelf. That by how much the more be acknowltdged the depen- 
dance be had of God, to b: nnited to bim in the quality of an in- 
Rrument, ſo much the more he (honld command over men, That 
our ſouls were as the mirrours of the Devinity, which, by how 
much the moie pure, ſo much the more were they diſpoſed to ye- 
cerve the rays of wiſdom to their benefit. That vices in 
mean men were ſimply w1ces, but tn the ſouls of Kings they 
were monſters, That, if bt wenld reign bapt ily be muſt cſta- 
bliſh his Throne upoz two columns of Diamoad, Pitty and Fu- 


GO ſlice, the one would g ve bim to God, aid the other would 


£1uve men to him. Morcove ſhe exhori'd bim to make himſelf of 
an eaſie and opin acceſs to the neceſfities of a!l, who ſhould pro- 
[irate themſelves at bu feet. To bear very much Reverence to 
perſons Eccleſiaſtical, advarcing the affairs of religion with all 
bis endeavour. Tobe very merciful towards the poor, ard ſick. 
To 81; ihe bearts of alt his [ubjcfs by ſw.etneſs, thriein imi- 
taling the Sun, who neither b:caketh doors, nor windows 10 
cate! rato bouſes, but penetrateth wei y praceably with the benj» 
gnitic of his favourable beams. To conclude, ſh: often repre- 
ſented the examples of good Princes, as of Conitantine the 
Gieat, and of bis Grand-ſa'her Theodolius, tho becauſe 


» 7O thiy 100k an happie way, bad on earth enjoyed a moſt bleſſed 


Kingdom, and ugmortalized themſelves in the memo'y of men, 
with much advautage, reaping wh.l:{t they lived, ihe fi, ſt ſrumts 


Admirable 


adventures o F 
— Cottage, had one onely Daughter, which at that 
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of the glo-y, of wh/th th y now in Hoavrn bave an ample friti- 
on. O04 the contrary, thaſi, who deſired 10 have their paſſion 
reign, with; md .b vi thim, in ther Thrones, were envolued 
in a brutiſh.life, and extreme calam ties, purſucd wi h ihe exe- 
cration —— and torments of ettrainie. 

The bleſſed Palcheria with ſo much grace did 
make theſe good inſtru*tions diſtill into the ſoul of 
her brother, who was already naturally diſpoſed to 
the purſuit of good, that he rook therein unſpeak- 
able con:en:ment, and reſigned his heart to be han. 
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Fortunate Piety. 


daughter, your fortune will be good ,, more ſhall you 
have then your brothers. Thus mans often pleaſed to 
mix the verity of Hiſtories wich ſome Fables,to give 
reputation to predictions of Afathematicians, as if 
the Stars had ſome power upon that which abſolute. 
ly dependeth on the pleaſure of God, or 2s if one 
muſt ſtudy much in the book of the Planets, to ſay, 
that a Vaid bright as a Star, and wiſe as Afinerva, 
was to come to great fortune, Howſoever it be, as 


dled as a ſoft piece of wax in the artful hand of ſuch 10 ſoon as ber fathers eys was ſhut, the wicked bro. 


a wiſdom. Notwithſtanding, as it is a matter very 
difficult fo to baniſh vice from Princes Courts, but 
that there always will be found ſome Wolf covered 
with the skin of a Sheep, ſo amongſt theſe,who guid- 
ed the youth of Theodofirs, there was a certain man 
called Chryſaphires, a ſubtile and crafty ſpirit, with 
too far inſinuating himſelf into the favour of the 
Prince, caft in the end ſome blemiſh upon this fair 
» ſoul, and made work enough for Plc heria, as we 


thers, greedy, as Griffons, uſed their liſter moſt 
inhumanely. Intereſt had neither eys for the Beau. 
ty, nor ears for the -loquence of Athenais ; behold 
her deſpoiled and driven from her fathers dwelling, 
enforced to retire to the houſe of a poor Aunt ſhe 
had in the City of Athens. 

She muſt make this Ship-wrack to arrive to a 
good Haven : ſhe were loſt, had ſhe not had ſuch a 
lofs. This Aunt gave her notice of another Kinſ-wo- 


ſhall ſee hereafter, Burt at that time all was very 20 man in Conſtantinople. They both reſolye to viſit 


peaceable : Pualcheria repleniſhed the heart of her 
brother with wiſdom, the Court with good exam- 
ples, the Altars with vows, and the world with be. 
nefirs. And all fo proſpered inher hands, that it 
ſeemed,the golden Ape, toretold to be under the go- 
vernment of a Virgin, was returned to the world. 
The Emperour was now arrived near the limits 
of his tweacieth year, and it was thought very expe- 
dient to tie him inthe bonds of a chaſte marriage 


bl 


her, and mediate ſomething by her means. Behold 
they are now in the capital Ciry of the Empire, not 
well knowing who brought them thither: but God, 
who was their guid, ſecretly contrived this work. 
The good Kinſ-woman of Conſtantinople competent- 
ly entertaineth, and lodgerh them, very glad ſhe 
might exerciſe her charity on a creature ſo well de. 
ſerving. The City was much pleaſed with the graci- 
ous acceptance Palcheria gave to all aflited perſons, 


to which he ſhould bring the innocency bf an Ape, 30 and the juſtice ſhe rendered to thoſe, who were op- 


bred either in the contempt, or ignorante of 
vice. Pulcheria caſt her eys both within and with. 
out the Kingdom, to finde a wife ſuitable to his hu« 
mour, at which time the providence of God, that 
guiderh our livesand affairs, gave an admirable te- 
{iimony of his authority, leading a Maiden, poor, 
unknown, needy, as by the hand, firſt to Conſftanti- 
ople, afterward to the Marriage: bed of the Empe.. 
rour, $0 many Queens and Princeſſes affeRed this 


preſſed by violence. The good women, Couſins of 
Athenazs, thought they ſhould not do amiſs to corf- 
plain to the Princeſs of the wrong ſhe had received 
trom her brothers, and eſpying their opportunity, 
they both took her along with them. It was not now 
needful to bes much the favour of admittance, the 
Maiden bare her letters of recommendation on her 
fore-head. Pulcheria at her entrance was dazled 
with the brightneſs of her aſpe&, and when ſhe be- 


alliance, andevery one promiſed it to themſelves, 40 gan to unloſe her tongue, never was Syren ſo at. 


__ their hopes therein, when to the won- 
der of the world God cauſed the lot to fallupon a 
filly creature, 


Leontins,a Painim Philoſopher, bred up in a poor 


time was. asa Diamond hidden in a dung-hill, no 
man knowing the worth thereof: God drew it trom 
this darkneſs to make it glitter in the prime Court 
of the world. This is the admirable Athenais, who 


tractive with ſongs, as ſhe with words. Palcheria 
not onely heard with patience, bur greedinefs, ſtill 
fearing ſhe would make an end of her diſcourſe, 
ſuch pleaſure ſhe took therein, Many queſtions ſhe 
asked her, and above all very particularly enquired 
of herKindred,how ſhe had becn bred, and whether 
ſhe were a Virgin : which having judiciouſly found 
according to her deſire, ſhe pur the buſineſs into 
ſuſpenſe to hear it again another time, by the courſe 


was ſingularly privileged from Heaven with beauty 50 of audience ordinarily given : and from that time 


of body, but incomparably heightned with gifts of 
the mind. Her father inſtructed her from her tender 
years, and enabled her in Philoſophie, Rhetorick, 
Poeſie, and other arts, wherewith uſually they are 
adorned, who are ingeniouſly bred. This Maid li- 
ved by learning as the Bee by the dew, and all her 
pleaſure was to ſtudy, thereunto invited by two 
powerful motives , firſt, the fervour of her <pirir, 
{parkling like a Aaming Wheel, and ſecondly. am- 


ſhe had a ſtrange delign in her heart, to make her 
wife of the Emperour her brother. 

Politicians, who will meaſure all chings by their 
ownell and penetrate into the purpoſes of the whole 
world, judg this manner of proceeding was a great 
wiſdom in Palcheria, ever deſirous to ſway and pol- 
{eſs the ſpirit of her brother. She forcſaw,it he mar- 
ried ſome great Princeſs, ſhe might bring with the 
ritles and Crowns of her Anceſtours, pride and dil- 


bition of Sex, Which made her deſire to tranſcend 60 dain into the houſe, and that fo many alliances as 


men in their beſt faculties. Thar, which the Poets 
have feigned of Pal/as, is a fable, but he that ſhould 
behold Arthenais might ſee a true Pallas. It ſeemed 
ſhe was ſome Intelligence, who had left the Hea- 
venly Orbs, to come to be enchaſed in this beauti-= 
ous body, and converſe with men. - It was faid, her 
father, well read in the knowledg of Stars, foretold 
the good fortune which ſhould happento her, and 
thar making his Will heleft all his wealth to two 


ſhe might have,might divert Theodofins his mind on 
many objeRs : That ſhe being of noble <xtraction 
would rule without a companion, and thereforeit 
was better ſtill to bold the higheſt place in govern- 
ment : that ſhe ſhould make choiſe of ſome virtu- 
ous and handfom Maid, though of mean parentage, 
to frame her as her creature, diſpoſe of her where 
ſhe beſt pleaſed, and then laſt of all conform her to 
her own will. Thus many judg of others intentions 


ſons he had, to wit, Genas and Yalerius, making 70 by their own diſpoſitions. 


But it is much more likely Pelcheria, acreature 
wholly celeſtial,guided herſelf by other motives; che 
T 


honovr 


no mention of his daughter ſo much beloved ,where- 


at ſhe being ſad, Leer Heaven alene (faith he) dear 
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honour of God, piety, pezce, and her brother's con. 
tentment. He already had ſignified to her, he would 
not captivate himſelt in an enforced and ceremoni- 
ous Marriage, and that he defired no other portion 
with the woman he ſhould marry, but Virtue, and 
Beauty ; which was the cauſe the Princeſs ſuppoſed 
this Maiden was fitly ſent from Heaven, in the time 
he was in the treaty of Marriage. She failed not to 
make relation to her brother concerning an Athenian 


wally divide& bis Feert; ct creerdtleſemeirſint 
love furptized him by the &ys ard tears. Paltheria, 
witkout mizkirg ary other propei.tion, premiſeth 
all favour to the ſuppliant, ard lavirg diſmiſſed her, 
goeth to viſit her brother, who had the arrow of 
chaſt loye deeply fixed in his heart. Reſolutely he 
ſaith to his good ſiſter, that never would he have 0- 
ther wife then Athenazs. They were now upon ihe 
point to proceed in the marriage : but it was found 


Maid, who yas preſented to her upon a ſuitin Law, 10 ſhe was uncapable of that Sacrament, being not as 


which ſhe commenced apainſt her' brothers, who 
unworthily had uſed her, and was indeed the moit 
Beautiful,lnnocent, and beſt-ſpoken creature,which 
might be tound throughout the whole Empire. $he 
thereunto added no ocher thing at this time, It is e- 
nough to put matches tothe fire without command- 
ing | of to burn, Theedsfires, upon the report his 
ſitter made of this incomparable beauty, asked it 
there were no means to ſee her. Palcheria anſwer- 


yet baptized. Her Painim father had bred her in Pa- 
ganiſm : better ſhe knew the T hrogeny of Heſiodu, 
then the Genealogie of 7eſws Chriſt, better Homer's 
Iliads, then the Books of the Goſpels, better the A- 
popthegms of Pythagoras,then the Commandments 
of God. All the Court, which had be rapt jn admi- 
ration, with-her pleading, was much troubled to ſee 
ſo fair a ſoul drencht in infidelity : ſome ſeriouſly 
treated with her about her converſion. Articas the 


eth, ſhe had _ day to hear her cauſe. The Em- 20 Patriarch of Conſtantinople employed himſelf therein 


perour,whether it were he uſed nor to be preſent in 
luch Audiences,or whether he would hear her ſpeak 
to her own Sex with the more natural propriety, 
fearing he ſhould give her too much reſpect, if he 
preſcnred himſelf in judgment, made his ſitter co fit in 
the Tribunal, himſclt reſolving to ſee all that ſhould 
pals through a ſecret window prepared for this pur- 
poſe. A#thenais faileth not to come, on the day and 
hour afligned, to plead her cauſe. Then was plainly 


to be ſeen the Empire, which humane beauty and 30 


an eloquent tongue have over earthly powers. The 
cenfident maid, having before broken the ice when 
firſt ſhe ſpake rothe Princeſs, ſpeaks now to her 
with much liberty : 


MADAM, I ſhall have cauſe to love my (hiywrick all 
my life-time, ſince it bath given me opportunztiy to arrive at 
your feet, as to the port, where all miſeries a e powred out, tobe 
chinged in'ofclicts.$, Your Majeſty may ſee the wwolence of my 
b. oth:rs 8g eat, ſince it bath cynftiainecd me to undertake this 
voyage with much toy!; a:d row preſently to trouble your ears 
with my complaints, wh.ch ihe ſoftneſs of my nature jhould 
cauſe me toſmnll;er, wire it not they ave extorted by a power- 
ful haud, which 18 that of nec:jſi y. Had mybrothers grauted 
me ſo mach of my fathe.”, goods (which was mean enough, yet 
for my enablement ſu fficzent ) but eae ſoleſilly Cottage, 1 patient- 
ly would have ſatisficd my (elf without preſſing thesr fortunes, 
But they have not left me one i:ch of Land, ana,wbich is move, 
have driven me from my fathei*s hauſe (where 1 ever have in- 
habitcd) with exceeding much ini: 11t y, which I bad rather 
diſſembie, it beiag not my intention to accuſe my 0wz blood, to 
which 1 haze w.ſh.d as much good as to my ſelf, ty ther 
own [ay ing, 1 bave no oth:r fault, for which 1 ought to be ba- 
n (þ.d, and deſpoiled, but certara priviliges of Nature. They 
alleds unto me for all reaſon, that 1 may hope for a good fortune, 
and that it was ſufficient eveu ia my faihe:*s judgment. If #- 
maginary bopes ave of poyoes to diſj ofe true and lawful heirs, 
wh it my wt hereaftcr expett tobe ſolidin the world ? AS 
for my owa part, I havenoh ng todo wi b ſuch fantaſies as 
they farm 10 themſelues : I diſtre not great fortunes, but content 
ny tf with ihat mediocrity my biyth bath allotted me. A li'tle 
wealth (hall ſuffice to put me in [-feguaid againſt the accidents 
of a ne:eſſirow liſe,and ſweetly to mmnure theScieuces ny father 
left mr as a portion. Herewſon Madam, I moſt humbly beſeech 
your Mnjeſtie w ll be pleaſed to be informed of this 1 affi-m,and 
if you finde tt, as it 18, true, to do m: jullice, which 1 muſt ſeek 
i your Court, it being baniſh-d from all the world beſade, 


che ſpake theſe words with ſo much grace, thart all 
thoſe there preſent were raviſhed therewith, perſe- 
cated beauty never wanting compaſſion throughout 
the world. Every one wiſhed her well, each one 
became her Advocate, yet ſome were pleaſed to 
importune” her with many curious queſtions 1n this 
affair, to put her upon replies, and make her exer- 
ciſe the vivacity of her excellent wit, wherein mo{t 
happily ſhe gave ſatisfaction. 

T heodoſns behe!d all this with affeRionate ten- 
dernefs : the eye and tongue of this creature mu- 


to the utmoſt of his power. Pazlinns,a great favorite 
of T heed: 5x44 ho was now upon ſome terms of jea- 
lonſte with him, by occaſion ot a late accident, made 
himſelf as it were a prime agent in this buſineſs, ſee. 
ing his Maſter affe&ed it ſo ardently, And being wel 
read in divine and humane learning, beyond rhe 


profeſſion ofa Sword-man,and moſt eloquent to ex- Her con: 


plicate himſelf, he marvellouſly by his confetence '** 
advanced the converſion of Athenats. In the begin- 
ning ſhe was obſtinate in Pagan doQrine, and forti. 
fied er ſelf upon all propoſitionswith Homer's 1liads, 
which ſhe alledged as her Goſpel; and when the 
great indecencies were opened to her, which this 
Poet attributeth to theſe heathen gods,ſhe ſheltered . 
her ſelf with ſubtilties,as a Hedg-hog with bis quils, 
evading by oblique interpretations,drawn from the 
allegorical ſenſe, ſo that much ado there was to dif- 
arm her.In the end, God, who would have her to be 
his,unſcaleth-ber ys, and maketh her behold, asin 


40 the.glaſs of a bright mirrour, on the one fide the 


impertinences of Idolatry,: and on the other the 

reatneſs, majeſty, verity, ſolidity of our faith, As 

oon as the firſt refleion began to fall diretly upon 
her underſtanding, behold all the wild fancies of her 
opinions were ſcattered, to give place to the truth. 
Never any ſoul more ſavourly taſted its converſion, 
never any creature more affectionately reſented the 
benefit of calling ro Chriſtianity. She bathed her ſelf 
in the knowledge of our myſteries, as in a ſea of de- 


50 lights,and in ſhort time became ſo skilful in the law, 


that ſhe wrote in Homer's yerſes the principal a&ts 
of eſs Chriſt: and even as Mary Magdalexe with 
the ſame hair, wherewith ſhe had weaved nets for 
wanton love, made a towel to wipe the feet of our 
Saviour, fo the devout Athenar conſecrateth from 
henceforth all the graces of her wit 'and learning, 
which ſhe had miſ-uſed in vanities, to the Tropheys 
of Zeſus. 

She was baptized at Conſtantizople with joy, and 


£6 incredible magnificence,named Exdexia,at the holy 


Font of Baptiſm, confirmed in Chriſtianity, nouriſh- 
ed with holy Sacraments,wherein ſhe was entertain- 
ed with moſt ſenſible devotion. The Ceremonies 

ended, Pxliheria cauſed her to be called, ſaying : 
Eudoxia,my ſiſter, it 15 now time you forg-t the bouſe of your 
father, and tht you withdraw the ſuit againſt your brothers, 
God who hath gr:nted you the life of the ſoul, and l.gh's of faith, 
hath magn' ficently provided for the ornament'of your perſon : for 
be hath choſen you to be the lawſall wife of the Em'erourTheo- 
doſius,our maſt honoured I.ord and brother, All is agreed on,and 
ſuch is his reſolution, nothing more remaineth but your conſent. 
The holy maid aſtoniſhed at ſuch words, covered 
her forehead with the vermilion of ſhamefaſineſs, 
and proſtrating her ſelf at the feet of Palcheria, 
be- 


Book x. 


Kore here 45 the Abbels,governed the deyorion of all the reſt, 
© Noble- by her counſel and example. As ſoon as break of 


men, 
holy 


- day drew the curtain of Heaven, to diſcover the 
ourrt 


works of God, they adored the work-man, and af. 
fembling in the houſhold Chappel, ſung the praiſes 
of God following therein the courſe of the Church- 
prayers. The whole time was there circumvolved 
in compaſs: the divine office had the firſt truits of af- 
fairs,and recreations had likewiſe their turn,noching 
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ercife of mortification, what -life more mortified, 
then to behold ſo much humility in ſovereign Great- 
neſs, ſo much chaſtity in vigorous youth', in an ab- 
ſolute power to do all, ſo much retention? In fo 
much ſcience, 10 much conſcience ? ſo much tem- 
perance, among fo many occaſions of delights 2 Bee 
ſides the Faits of the Church, which were there ex- 
atly kept,abſtinence was obſerved on the Wedneſ- 
day, and Friday in every Week, The Emperour 


was exorbitant, where all was done by weight and 70 gave the example, his wife, and liſters imitatedir, 


their table was rather a perpetual liſt of temper ance, 
then a proviſion of dainties. 


RJ D It 


meaſure, If in religious life ſo much eiteem be had 
of poverty, asof walls, and rampires of the City of 
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beſought her, to entertain her onely in her Palace God, where ſhall you finda moreadmirable pover- 
with her maids, in the quality of a ſervant, tro waſh ty,then in this Court ? 1s it not a prodigious thing 
the feet of others, as Abigail fpake. Bur the more to be ſpoken, that this good Emperour, for whom 
ſhe ſhewed humility , the more ſhe ſeemed re- Seas and Rivers ran,for whom the earth opened her 
commendable, and Theodofiur, to whom virtue fer- boſom with ſo much prodigality,for whom ſhe kept 
ved as a powerfull motive, was alter her converſion fo many magazines of Gold and Silver within het 
much more enflamed to love her. -She muſt yield er trails, beholding himſelf among the revenues of a 
her ſclf to the will of God. Behold her,wife of the * grez.t Empire, ſo husbanded them for the entertain- 
Emperour ; the marriage ws ſolemnized on the ment of things neceſſary, wherein he was ever ma- 
ſeventh of 7 xe, in the year 42 1.with all pomp cor- 10 pniticent, that he ſuffered no exceſs in his own per- 
reſpondent te the Majelty of fo great an Emperour, ſon? He uſed all his bleſſings as things borrowed, 
and rhe joy of ſuch a marriage. and ſometimes in his own particutar, would not per- 

Her brothers underſtanding the good fortune mit clic expenſe of his diet exceed the value of the 
their ſiſter had, aMiRed as they were with their own work of his own hands. He painted verly well, and 
conſcience, fled like- wilde men, no man purſuing took pleaſure,ſo much as affairs would give leave,to 
them.But the good Queen, conſecrating the firſt atts delineate the holy Scripture in moſt noble chara. 
of her Chriſtianity to forgerfulneſs of injuries, cau- Qers, ſaying to his ſamiliars, It was reaſon, ſince all 
ſed them toreturn, and obtained of the Emperour the world took pains in his Kingdom, himſelf ſhould 
for the one, the government of $c/avenia,and tor the have a Trade, and that as others, he ſhould learn to 
other,a moſt honorable place in Court.God knows, 20 dip his bread in the ſweat of his brow, and his body 
the good women, who,with ſo much charity had aſ- being of the ſame compoſition which others are, it 
ſiſted her ,were not forgotten, Nothing was changed was fit to exerciſe the ſame labours, | 
in her but ſe&, and condition, all the virtues of humi- - Such innocency was very far from the profuſions 
lity,modeſty, and affability, remained with her,and which are made in Princes Courts, with the expenſe 
how mnch the higher ſhe was raiſed, ſo much the of the peoples blood, a matter, that beyond all other 
more ſhe under-valned ber ſelf, as if ſhe had fore- burthens would ſurcharge them at the Judgment- 
ſeen the ſtorm which ſhould afterward aſſail her. ſeat of God. The Emperour's ſiſters, to imitate him, 

. _.- * Hitheritis, ] call all Noble and Great men, who had always their works in their hands, that they 

—_ fatter their ſenſuality by a falſe imagination of im- might leave no paſſage open to idlenefs. If in Reli- 

kis Court. pofſibility in the way of perte&ion,while they abide zo gion chaſtity be efteemed, here the conjugal ſuper- 
in Courts and greatneſs, in compary,and affairs. The eminently flouriſhed between Theodsſins, and F n- 
Court of young Theedoſins was at that time, the aoxia,virginity in Pulcheria,and her fiſters, Marin?, 
prime Court of the world , that of the Roman Em- Flaccille, Arcadia, was as redolent balm, which = 
perour was fallen into eclipſe. Thither was the con- aſcended to Heaven in a perpetual ſacrifice.The very 
fluence of all Nations, the ebb, and flood of great name onely of diſhoneſty,was not ſo much as known 
aff1irs,a profound peace, an abſolute power to fatiss in this Palace,yet all things were therein learned, but 
fie all ſorrs of deſires with attraQtive objeRts,and de- vice and idleneſs, Glances of the eye were ſimple, 
lights,ever ready to be reaped; and in the meantime, and Dove-like, words pondered, ordinary diſconrſes 
whar alife led the new couple ? what a life Pu/- ofthe imitation of Zeus Chrift,and virtues of Saints, 
cheria and her ſiſter 8 what Monaſtery more regu. 4o carriage full of reſpect, Honour,and Majeſty. This 
lar then the Court of this Emperour ? what vir. chaſtity abode among the chief in Court, and was 
tue,what chaſtity, what ſan&ity, what devotion,was Afpread over all the reft by the odour of good ex- 
ever found in Cloiſters, which hath not here been ample, as do the rays of the Sun, which involve the 
ſeen with ſo much the more luſtre, as it is more dif- whole world, without ever parting from the origi- 
ficult to have all vices a power, and all virtuesin nal Fountain of light. .If in Religion obedience be h—_ 
will ? if in Religion the firſt accompt be made of de- eſteemed, this Court was the very model of well. and wo- 
yotion, which is the maſter. wheel of all great ati- obeying, and commanding. Thoſe holy fouls had _ 
ons,this Conrt was as the Tabernacle of the antient made a law to themſelves moſt exactly, to obſerve 
Law, which born among Armies, environed with all the Commandments of God and the Church ; to 
hoſts of men, briſtled round about with Pikes and 50 reverence the Prelates of the ſame, to cheriſh, aſſiſt, 
Javelins, ever retained a ſweet filence, a chaſte Re® comfort the religious, and all Eccleſiaſtical Orders 
ligion,a ſacred veneration,and perpetually had holy with moſt cordial affetion,tempted with holy reye- 
fire in centinel, viftims, and prayers in ſacrifice. rence in ſuch ſort, that the moſt auſtere Monks could 

So the Palace of Theodoſirs amongſt all the cla- not be more punctual in religious obedience, then 
mours of affairs, all the rumours rumults, and acci- all of this Court, were in the government of their 
dents, which upon one {ide and other occur ina args conſciences. Ged for reward,imprinted on the Em- 
Empire, never ſo much flackened as to loſe the. perours forehead the rays of his Majeſty, which 
ſweetneſs of prayer, which was as the Manna theſe made him fo much the more awtull,as he leſs of pur- 
Royal ſouls daily gathered in the deſert, which they poſe ſought to make himſelf ſuch, 
had planted inthe mid{t of their heatis. Palcheria, 60 If in religious Orders, they live in perpetual ex- Mor'it 


Cation, 
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A worthy 
AQ, 
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Admitab!e 
lamp. 


Artiral of 
an holy 
Hermt, 
and ts 
e1icoyrie 
witli Theo 


doſuts, 


IWnmaMDOLEITSHOURLT, 


It was obſerved, the good Prince travelling one 
day through the heats of Summer, full of duſt, and 
ſwear, his Court being in great ſcarcity of water, 
behold a Peaſant cometh, who preſenteth him with 
a draught of cool water in a fair cryſtal glaſs : he 
was -in his paſſions ſo mortified, that as another 
David, after he magnificently had recompenſed the 
go00d man's Preſent, he gave it back again to beſtow 
where he pleaſed,withour once touching ir, thinking 
it unreaſonable he ſhould fatter his own taſte, du- 
ring the thirſt of his followers, 

He ſometimes ſtole away in hunting, and went to 
Dine with ſome Hermit, where he fed on a little ſlice 
of mouldy bread, and drank the clear water of the 
Fountain, proteſting afterward, it was one'of the 
belt repaits * had made, for commonly it was ſea- 
foned with ſacred diſcourſe, and wholſome counſel, 
In his apparel, although he appeared full of Majeſty, 
according to his quality, yer he oftentimes hid un- 


Fortunate Piet 'y, Part.t, 


times enforced to be preſent in the Theatres,ro wit, 
in ſports, and pattimes, wherein the wiſelt wete 
pron with much liberty, he at that time in 

uch maner withdrew his ſight, that none of thoſe 
levities entered into his eyes: ſo that amongſt ſo 
many Horlſe-races, ſhews,oitents, pomps, and noiſe, 
he was ever in a perpetual tranquillity, The Hermic 
was ſo dmazed,to hear of ſuch mortification ot ſenſe 
and appetite, in occaſions ſo moving, that away be 


Io went,no further preſuming of himſelf, but fingular- 


ly edified by the life of the Emperour. 

If then 1n his retired life onely he equalled the 
perfe&ion of Anchorites, who now may ſufficiently 
value the virtues of a King, which neceſſarily muſt 
be ſhewed in publick, after they have been watered 
with the tears of his prayers,and ſweetly manured in 
the ſolitude of his heart 2 He was ſo wiſe, and dif. G:-:: 
crete,that all his aCtions and words remained perpe.. V**** 
tually in as juſt an equality, as do the nights and 


der his royal Purple the old frock, or hair-ſhirt of 20 days under the EquinoRial , ſo milde, that he not 


ſome holy Anchoret, In publick Shews he alſo ab- 
ſtained from gazing, that ſeeing, one would have 
thought him bligde; His virtues were fo much the 
more,as they had the lefs of aftettation, He was in 
converſation among men, as a man, and yet therein 
preſerved himſelt pure as an Angel. 

If Religion be the Hive,wherein the hony of good 
docrineis made, T h:edo/irzs was molt ſtudious, and 
well verſed in divine and humane Learning ; he oft 
ſpent one part of the night in ſtudy, that he might 
employ the day in his affairs , and that which is an 
aCmirable note of infinite ſweetneſs and facility, this 
g00d Emperour, ſor whom a thouſand, and a thou- 
ſand, would have thought rhemlelves moſt happy to 
pal: the night in watching, he, for tear of interrupt- 
ing the ſleep of any the meaneſt ſervant, cauſed by 
art a marvellous Lamp to be made, which perperual- 
ly flamed, Oil running thereinto by certain lirtle 
paſſages, or conduits; which eaſily were turned. 


There was no Prelate{o learned, who admired not 40 beloved Theodoſius, that he rurned him into aſhes 


his great promp:neſs to repeat by heart all theTexts 


of the Bible : and as for the C ivil Law, he was ſq 


converſant therein, that he cauſed, by his diretion, 
that notable Book of 7mperial Conſtitutions to be 
compiled, which to this day beareth his Name. 
Briefly, to ſhew that Theodofixs in his Court 
yielded nothing at all in perte&tion to the molt 
auſtere Hermits,G!yc as recounteh, that an holy An- 
choret, who bad paſſed fourty years in the horrour 


of a dreadiull Penance, as he one day was touched $5© is to teach thoſe, who make no account of Princes, if 


with ſome ſleight imaginations of his own merit, 
God revealed unto him, that in thoſe fourty years 
he had done nothing in the deſert in matter of per- 
fetion, which rhe -mperour Theedsſires had not per- 
formed in his Court. This put into his heart fo 
ſharp a ſpur to know the conſcience of the Empe- 
rour, that he went dire&ly to the Court, where he 
was very conrteouſly received: and conſidering 
with bimſelf how the Prince was clothed, uſed, ſer- 


onely deſired to fave the living,/but alſo to raiſe the 
dead , fo merciful, that all the miſeries of the poor 
which came to him went no further then himſelf, . 
ſo juſt, that he made a golden Age of his Kingdom , 
{o much he obliged the Church, that it ſeemed his 
hands were fatal to overthrow all the Monſters of 
Herelie,as were the Ennomians, Encratites, Maceds- 
nians, Novatians, Donatiſts,, Neſtorians, and other 
ſuch like : and how much the more he endeavoured 


30 to advance the Kingdom of God, in ſtopping all im- 


piety with incomparable zeal, ſo much the more 
God, who maketh Kings to reign, eſtabliſhed his 
Sceptre, cauſing the heavenly powers to fight for 
him, and holding the winds and tempeſts at com. 
mand in his favour. Witneſs the notable victory he 
obtained againſt Reylas, who having paſſed Daz 
bins, with all the forces of Scythia, and Ryſſia, came 
pouring like a furious torrent-upon Conſtantinople. 
God fo ſtayed this Barbarian, in favour of his well. 


with a thunder-ſtroke, and blaſted his whole Army 
by the violence of horrible tempeſts. On the other 4... 
ſide, Baravanes, King of Perſia, breaking the treaty victory, 
of peace, came into the field with innitmerable for. 
ces, to ſwallow the Eaſtern Empire, aſſociated with 
Alamondar the Saracen King, who drew along with 
him no leſs then an hundred thouſand men : and all 
this was ſcattered in an inſtant, a Panick terrour be. 
ing crept into the diſorder of this vaſt Army. This 


they be nor hot-ſpurs, raſh, and many times impi- 
ous, what a deyout Emperour can do. 

Bur ſince there is no beauty in creatures ſo per- peſeas of 
ſe&t,which it not ſoiled with ſome blemiſh, it cannot **< *=>- 
be denied, but that this excellent Prince had (as ** 
others)his defe&s. Among the reſt,he is blamed nor 
to have uſed ſufficient induſtry in affairs, bur to ſuf. 
fer himſelf, through roo much facility,to fall into the 
complacence- of others humours, He ſometimes 


ved, honored, he bad much ado to underſtand where 66 ſigned diſpatches without, well-examining them, 


this perteRion was. In the end,one day ſpeaking to 
im apart, he conjured him for God's fake, to re- 
count ſome good. works he did. Theodoſires felt a 
marvellous ſtrife in his ſoul, in the contentzon be. 
eween his humility and obedience : humility ſought 
to hideit {cif bur the obedience he ought to yield co 
a man,whbo conjured him with ſo many {:gns, to rell 
bijmin the name of God what he did, and to teſlifie 
a truth, prevailed with him. After he had bewailed 


through over-much confidence in thoſe, who were 
much converſant.aþont him, and being ofa ſingular 
integrity meaſured all others by bimſelf. 

Pzlcheria his {iſter,to corre his negligence,reſol- Rare aft 
ved one day to draw a transation in tormal,and ex- 7 
preſs terms, by which Theodo/izz4 gave,and conſigned conett ihe. 
int0 her hands bis Wife Exdixia, to uſe and handle "3 Pic- 
her at her pleaſure. He, without reading the con- gc: v.0- 
tents of the Writing preſented unto him, according ther. 


his imperfeRions, he recounted with much modeſty -oto his cuſtom, let his Pen run, and ſigned ir. Palche- 
ria wiſely made uſe of this her grant: for gently 
leading the Empreſs into her chamber,ſhe there held 

her 


his prayersabſtinencies,alms, mortifications of hair- 
cloth,and ſuch lik»,and then added, that being ſome- 
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her as a priſoner. The o:her dzmarding the reaſon, 


this tranſaKion was produced, Fgned by the hand of 


her Husband. The go0d Queen knew not what to 

think, and ſhewed rather a diſpoſition of offence 

then laughter. Notwithſtanding her complaints,ſhe 

was held in captivity, and T hrod- fires asking where 

the Empreſs his Wite was, it was anſwered, ſhe was 

in the Pcinceſs his ſiſter's chamber. $he is in good 

company (ſaith he) but 1 wonder what redtous bul;- 

neſs can-keep them ſo long together : Go, bid her 

come bither. He was fo paſſionately affected, thar 

the bours he ſpent withour beholding her ſeemed 

years unto him. A Gentleman deputed thereto 

bare this meſſage to Pxlcheria. She perſiſting in her 

game, with a ſerious countenance, fendeth word to 

the Empzrour, he ſhould not expe her, and that 

ſhe vas nor at his command, Theodsſirs was amazed 

at theſe words,and could not imagine what game his 

ſiſter meant to play, having never hitherto known 

any ſach levity in her, He preſently haſteneth into 

Pulcheria's chamber, And what atwice (faith he) 7s 

this ? Where is my Wife? The poor Priſoner {trerch- 

ed our her hand to him; Pz/cheria oppoſed it, and 

ſhewerh ſhe was hers, to buy, and ſell, and diſpoſe 

of at her plcaſire. And as rhe Emperour admired 

much rhet< ſo extraordinary proceedings, in a Per- 

fon of h:s ſiſters hamour,ſhe cauſed him to read the 

Writing, ſigned wich his own hand , then adding 

good counſel, Brbs{A, (ſaith ſhe) moſt Sacred Maje- 

ſty,the g-0d'y order preciritation, and negligence bring 

to affairs, The holy Emperour took this advertiſe- 

ment in good part, and promiſeth he never more 

would {i9n diſpatches at this rate. But Exdoxia was 

Honours Vexed at chis ſport in good earneit. She was in an e- 

chaaze tate wherein ſhe would no longer be overawed;ſhe 

Mann's knew the power ſhe held over her husband's heart, 

having already given him pledges of her truitfulneſs, 

| c© wir, a daughter named Enxaoxia, who was after. 

_ 1... ward married to the Emperour Valentinian. It much 

preſerr- troubled her,that Palcheria till retained ſome ſmall 

by {= predominance over her,and ſhewed a ſpirit of com- 

"* book mand : ſhe reſolved with ſelf, that her perſon at this 

he: time required anvcher conſideratton;that ſuch tricks 

had heretofore. been well enough accepted in that 

eſtate ſhe was in,but not as now ſhe 15:it 15 to0 great 

a game co'play upon Diadems, Theſe petty refent- 

ments of the pvjne of honour caſily creep even into 

the pureſt ſouls, and who feaſonably ſtops chem nor, 

findeth his carr drercht in the gall of certain aver- 

ſions, which, weaken charity. know not what cool- 

ing-card this goodly' game cat berween the two 

Princeſſes, but trojm xbat time the one would no lon» 

ger be command:d.and the ocher. purſued her ordi- 

nary courſe, which was to command. Thefe hearts 

formerly united were row upon breach, which not- 

withſtanding never outwarly appeared,ſo retentive 

they were on both ſides. God wouldexercile both, 

and pur them into the furnace of tribulation ro pu- 

rifie them, and'take away forme drofs,which by long 

the Empreſs Endoxia, .to whom he ſuffered a moſt 

ſenſible accident ro happen, the nature whereof be- 

hold, winch-erily.is pitiful. Bur who will think it 

ſtrange to ſee Exdaxia fallen into the ſiniſter opini- 

on of Thebdsſins, ſeeing the fame hath chanced to 

many Saints;, yea; to-her; wao hath born the.Stan- 
dard of all anftity, the moſt Bleſted Virgin, 

Upon the day of Epi: hany, as the Emperour re- 

accicents. tyrned from Church, with great pop, and mzgni- 

ficence, a certain countrey-man.a {tranger,and vn- 

known, brake through the preſs, accolterh 7heogs- 

fins who was of moſt catic acce$, and prefentett him 


Simiter 
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with an Apple of an extraordinary ſrze, eſteemed at 
that rime as a rare truic, The Emperovur receivetk it 
oratefully, and comtnanderh to give the g00d man 
preſently about the value of one hundred and fift 

crowns, As ſoon 2s he was returned to the Palace, 
he goes to viſit the Empreſs, and, full of joy, giveth 
her this fair preſent, which he had taken of the Pea- 


- - 
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ant for a great rarity, Out alaſs! this verily was the Apele © 
Apple of diſcord,inteRed with the breath ot the Ser- PR 
» penr, which horribly rent aſunder this poor Court, 
112 good Empreſs, having underitood that Paxli- 
2::5,4 great favorite of T heodeſizz5, was in bed ſick of 
the Gour, to pleaſe and comtort him, ſent him the 
A pple,nort mentioning from whom ſhe had received 
it, Paulinns was ſeized with ſo great joy ſeeing ſuch 
a courtelie from a perſon ſo eminent uſed towards 
ym, that the contentment he received at that time 
charmed the pain of his Gout. He fo admireth this 
coogly fruit, that he judgeth it worthy of Imperial 
hands, and without delaying reſolved to ſendit to 
the Emperour,excuſing himſelf through indiſpoſitt. 
on of health, that he himſelf was not the meſſenger. 
T heodoſins knew the Apple,which he had very lately 
put into the Empreſs hand, he turned it on every 
{ide,and judged it to be the ſame : thereupon a furi- 
ous jealouſie, as if it had been breathed trom Hell 
began to lay hold on this gentle ſpirit,all che ob jets 
of what was palt returned to thicken this black va- 
pour, to frame a cloud thereof, and reſolve it into a 
z0itorm. Itis rrue, the Empreſs loved Paxlinrs with 
a meſt chaſte and innocent love , one muſt have had 
the heart of a Tiger not to love him. He was a Lord 
very much affected by her husband : it was he, who 
partly had drawn her from the obſcurity of Gen. 
tiliſm by his learned and friendly conferences , he, 
that had procured her Baptiſm; he, that had wrought 
her marriage; he,that yielded the nwſt tairhfull fer- 
vice to their Majeſties in the chiefeſt charge of the 
Empire,wherein he had been moſt nobly emploied : 
40 all which made him worthy of great reſpects, beſides 
that,he was of a very royal converſation, which had 
great power over all thoſe, who treated with him, 
The good Lady, who ever had her Pen in hand to 
work ſome piece 0. her invention to the glory of 
Altars,which ſhe afte&ted, was pleaſed ro communi- 
cate her labours to Paz!inxs, and diſcourſe with him 
of holy things, All theſe conferences, which ever had 
been for the honour of an entire reputation, and 
which before yielded nothing but Honey, were all 
50 turned into gall inthe heart of Theodoſans, by this 
lamentable jealouſie, wherewith he was poſſeſſed. 
He inſtantly ſendeth for Z:4:xia,the more deep-, the exit cf 
ly to ſound her heart, demanding what was become # fi<igh! 
of the fair Apple he had given her, The poor Prin. © © 
ceſs was overtaken, and ſceing her felf berween the 
Hanmer and the Anvile, I know not what pecſture 
appcarcd on the brow of her husband, bur the yell 
perceived this fair foul was not 1n its ordinary fi- 
ruation, She therefore declining ſuppliant intreaty 


— 
” 
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proſperities is eaſily contracted. Ae firſt began with Go thought to under-prop her innocency with. a Lie, 


and 1aid, ſhe had cacenche Apple. Virtue hath no- 
ehins to do with the veil of untruths to cover it ſelf, 
it 15 not her cuſtom, Had fhe freely told what ſhe 
d:d with the Apple, as her intention was molt in. 
cere all the maligniry of ſuſpicion would have bee: 
diveried, But chis ſudden ſurprizal a little altered 
her judgment , and all ſhe did was to remedy the 
paſtion ſhe ſaw to be enkindled in the heart of The 
cdoſirs, by the eys, which are as the mirrours 0i our 
-0 <onl. The Emperour tirged her upon this anfwer, 
She, who already was igvolved, tumbled her fell 
further into the mare, and, that ſhe might not ſeem 


a Liar, 
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a Liar,ſware by the life and health of her Husband, 
ſhe had eaten the Apple. He to convince her of 
this impudence, drew this fatal fruit out of his Ca- 
biner , it is then flown from your ſtomach into my 
Chamber without corruption : bchold 1 have 
found a wonder, The Empreſs at the fight of this 
fruit, endured the ſame ſymptoms in innocency, ſhe 
bad done in crime ; for ſhe becometh very pale, 
and was ſo confounded, that ſhe had not courage 
enough to | 
ſtant retireth like lightening, and withdraweth in- 
to his Cabinet, having his heart wholly drench'd in 
gall and bitterneſs. The poor Erdoxia on the other 

art poureth her ſelf inco tears without comfort, as 
For miſery ſeemed devoid of remedy, 

Here was a rough tryal which God ſent to theſe 
innocent Souls, and yet we need rot wonder, ſince 
Saint 7oſeph (as I bave ſaid) one of the moſt perfet 
husbands which the earth ever bare, gave too much 
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cred, and the glorious Services he had done to the 
Crown, recompenced with a direful Cataſtrephe,It 
is unknown why the Divine Providence permitted 
the ſame, It often-times holderh the affairs of the 
world under the Veil and Silence: but we muſt pre. 
ſume, all which it permitteth, is done with juſtice. 
When the aflited Empreſs underſtood the death of 
Paxlinns ſo ſudden and unexpeRed,ſhe well ſaw the 
Emperour was tainted with the yenome of moſt 


ak one only word. heodsſixs in anin- x @ Cruel jealouſie, and that all her Apologies would be 


fruitleſs. The poor Lady ſaw nothing about her 
but darkneſs, fantaſies, and affrightments.The clock 
which ſtruck, ever ſeemed to her the laſt moment of 
life, yea, and that in her opinion,over-flow to end 
her miſeries. When her Soul was able to ſurmount 
the form, ſhe ſaid roGod with an affeRionate hearr, 
Alas ! God of juſtice (for 1 dare not implore thy mercies ) thou 
haſt well touched me on tha! part which was moſt ſenſible in me. 
Al. hough 1 bad ſecs my Diadem, thunder flrucken by thy band, 
fall into duſt at my feer, though thuu badſt taken this creature 


ſcope to his ſuſpicion, upon the chaſtity of her, who 20 /r0m my ſide , which thou haſt afforded ws as a pledge of ony 


was more pure then Angels, Love, jealouſte,anger, 
and ſorrow divided the heart of the Prince in the 
fad retirement of his Cabinet, and drew ſtrange 


ſighs from him. 
A ſilly Maid ( (aid he) come of nothing, who w.s toſſed in a 
07m as the Teanis-ball of Fortuae, without ſupport, without 
means, w.thout favour to have been preferred before ſuch, and 
ſo many Princeſſes, who ſaught my alliance, raiſed ever to my 
bed by lawf.«l marriage, to plant d:ſhoaour there ; to hrve been 
enobled wi ha Diadem, and negl:gen'ly to pollute it by her in- 


Mwriage,hough all infirmities and manners of dea:h bad con- 
ſpired agaiuſt me, 1 doubted not always to bave had courage 
enough to bear my ſelf above wind and tempeſt. But what light 
of ſp:rit would not be eclipſid , what temper of heart would 
not be loſt is theſe dolorous af fl. Fjons ? Thou baſt lified me up, 
as th.y do L:ttle childien tothe branchis of a Tree, to make me 
fall down head-long, and cruſh me with a nine, as ignoming- 
om, as my forrun: was eminent. were 1 now under the pooy 100 

of the houſe, from whence thou dr weſt me, 1 ſhould be too bap- 
py. You have expoſed me to th mid day light, that I might not 
be unfortunate without mak'ng all the world witneſs of my 


gratitud-, and Paulinus whom 1 truſted as ny ſeif , tht be 30wretchedneſs and diſerace. And yet (my God) thou knoweſt 


might ſatisfie bis deſires with all the greatneſs and beauties of 
my Empire, ( for all was ia bis hands) toproceed ſo far asto 
attempt the bed of h's Miſter ! where ſhall we bereafter finde 
fidelity ? We muſt ſearch for it among Tartars and Scythians, 
for it is baniſhed from Chriſtianity. : 

It is not well known, who in theſe confuſions ſug- 
eſted to the Emperour this wicked counſel, to de- 
troy Prince Panlinus. The Soul of Theodeſins was 

too ſweet to reſolve on an a fo tragical, without 
others motion: ſo likewiſe,it is not credible it ſhould 


my eys have ever beer chaſte, and that never any other love ea- 
tered into my heart, but thai of a lawful busband. 1: is better to 
ſuffer in Innocency then Crime : but it always is a thing wor- 
thy of compaſſion, to behold Chaſtity unworthily perſecuted. 
That poor innocent bath gone before me into the other world, and 
bath ſerved as a Sacrifice for his Maſters jealouſie : bis ſervi- 
ces ought not to have been crowned with ſuch a recompence. It 
is my friend(h p, as chaſte, as unhappy, that hath betrayed bim : 
my ſins are ſogreat, that I cannot do good, but by doing ill. M 
God, expiate thim by death, and only deliver me ſrom the hands 
of diſhonour. ; 


proceed from Palcheria,wiho was in affairs more re- 40 Thus went the afflited Turtle mourning in the 


ſerved, and ever guided by the rule of conſcience, 
However it was,the hiſtory ſaith, the poor Par linms, 
who knew nothing of that which paſſed, was cured 
of the Gout the ſame night , by a very rough and 
moſt bloody Phlebotomy , for he was put to death 
withour any torm of proceſs, Others have written, 
he was firſt baniſhed into Cappagecia, and there op- 
preſſed by the faction of his enemies. O God, what 
may not depraved Love Go, ſince {incereamity can- 


ſolitary retirement of her heart : the nights were 
irkſom to her, ſo much was her ſleep clogged with 
dreams and fantaſies, which with the more horrour 
repreſented her calamity , and when the Sun aroſe 
to _ comfort in his rays to all creatures , he 
found the eie lids of this poor Princeſs all wate*ed 
with tears, which he could not dry up. 

In the mean time, the Court of'T heodoſins was in 
a ſad ſilence. It was not well known what Tragedy 


not avoid ſuſpicion, attended by an accident fo 5 was played. The Emperour ſhewed a melancholy 


ſirange ! Some have ſaid, rothing elſe followed, but 
the ſequeſtration of Pazlinns,and that ſhould more 
pleaſingly run from myPen,which abborreth blood. 
Bur as the Scripture, ſpeaking of David, and other 
holy Kings, hath not diſſembled their faults, 1 will 
not ſo paint Theodoſins exteriourly,that I cover this 
aſpertion of roo much credulity, precipitation, and 
revenge in this matter , which proceeded even. to 
blood ; as the Chronicle of Alexandria afſureth us, 


diſtracted ſpirit , the Empreſs bare the image of her 
ſorrow in her dejeted countenance : Pulcheria a- 
bode in a prudent diſlimulation, and an admirable 
adviſedneſs. The ſudden death of Paxlinns made it 
to be ſuſpeRted there was ſome ſtrange accident. E- 
very one diſcourſed according to his opinion. At 
that inſtant, Eadoxia was ſeen to be removed from 
Council, and manage of affairs, deprived of the Im- 
perial Bed, abandoned by all thoſe who before ado- 


It is a fearful example, to ſee a Soul ſo milde, by 6 red her : ſhe was dead to the evil life, and only fur- 


the diturbance of a paſſion, and ſome pernicious 
counſel, tranſported fo far , to teach Great-ones 
they cannot maturely enough conſult in the like oc- 


calions. The Father of this Parlians had been High- . 


Steward in the Court of the Emperour : Pazlinss 
himſelf from hisinfancy had been bred with Thec- 
dsſius, participating in all his counſels and pleaſures 
of youth : he was grown ſo high, thar nothing bur 
the hand of his Maſter could ruine him, He lived 


vived to ſee her own Funerals. It wasthought Pal- 
cheria, who was deſirous to make fowl 

( fearing leſt her preſence might again enkindle the 
fire covered under aſhes in the Emperours heart, to 
poſſeſs it to the prejudice of affairs)cauſed the coun- 
ſel of undertaking the voyage of the Holy Land, to 
be ſnggeſted to her under-hand. Bur it is more cre- 
Ciblefar, the good Empreſsrook this reſolution up. 
on her own motion, for the reaſon 1 will deliver. 


in the reputation of a great man,and his words were 7o A devout Roman Lady of a noble houſe, namet 


heard in Court like Oracles : yet notwithſtanding, 
chold him, to ſatistic jealouſie, miſerably maſſa. 


Melania, who filled the Deſerts, Cities, Provinces, 
and Empires, wich her fame, paſling into Paleſtine, 
there 


Strange af. 
flition ot 
Endoxia, 
and her 
words. 


Vanity 
and incon- 
ſtancy of 
worldly 
affairs, 


. Departure 
ration, of Exdoxia, 
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there to wear out the reſt ofher days in peace, went with much applauſe, with eloquent Orations, and 

by Conſtantinople, and was received at the Empe, all demonſtrations of hearts affetions ; and parti. 

rour's Court; where ſeeing Exdoxia endowed with cularly her approach was much celebrated in the 

an admirable ſpirit, but yer untrained to the ſweer= City of Axtiech. For it is ſaid , the Senate going 

neſs of chings ipiritual,ſhe endeavoured to give her out to recave her, ſhe replied at an inſtant, as ſhe 

a taſt. The Empreſs, who at that time was in the pro- was ſitting in her golden Caroch, to the Oration 
ſperities & delights of a flouriſhing Court, thoughr pronounced betore her , - and undertook to praiſe 

the ſhould handle devotion, as a Czptain Philoſo. this famous City with ſo mucii, grace ard judg. 

phy, and it was enough co taſt it outwardly. Burt ment , that the principal and =4 eminent of the 

when this ſad accident, like the ſteel, began to ſtrike 10 City, raviſhed with ſuch courteſie, dedicated two 

on the flint, it made the ſparkles fly out in good Statues to her,the one of Gold in the Senate-houſe; 
earneſt, She was on fire to forſake the Court, whete asto the Empreſs, the other of braſs in their Libra» 

ſhe no longer was what ſhe had been: ſhe ſighed af- ry, as to the tenth Muſe. Entering into 7er»ſalem, 

ter thoſe places of the Holy Land, as the thirſty ſhe was received asan Angel from Heaven : but a- 

Hart for the ſtreams of a Fountain, I well believe bove all, the Clergy rejoyced at the abode ſhe 

ſhe took counſel at that time of Chryſaphins,a pow- meant to make there, well knowing the Church 

erful Eunuch, who had governed Theodoſins from Ahould thence derive great ſuccours in its necefſi- 

his infancy, and was much reputed in Court, cloſel ties. Some perſwaded her David had propheſied ſhe 
countermining the over-much authority, whic ſhould re-edifie the Walls of 7er»ſalem, becauſe in 
Pulcheria h:dzaccording to his opinion, in affairs, 29 the Fifteenth Pſalm, where theſe words are read, 7# 

but he took good heed openly to affront her, ſatisfy- bona veluntate tua edificentur muri Jeruſalem : the 

ing himſelfro aR his part by Exdoxia, m— ro FSeptuagint have tranſlated, in *svatis. The inter- 

the directions ſhe _ him. This man, very under- pretation was not amiſs, although it were not lj- 
ſtanding in buſineſſes, found it was to good purpoſe teral, it had the effe&. For the pious Empreſs in 

to retire back, to come on the better , that it was -proceſs of time made many moſt worthy reparati- 
neceſſary the Empreſs ſhould give way for a time, ons. There ſhe began to live as in another world : 

and that her abſence would make her the more de- Aſhe ſeemed to her ſelf to have caſt from her ſhoul- 

fired ; and that he in the mean ſpace would do all ders the burthen ofa buge Mountain , ſhe how 

good offices for her with the Emperour, and a& breathed a far other air then that of Court,ſhe had 

his part in time and place.Concluſions of the voyage 30 another taſte of things divine. All her ſtudy was to 

are made, leave was not hard to be obtained of the pray, meditate, and hear exhortations and ſpiritual 
Emperour, ſeeing his Inſtrument Palcheria was conterences, to read and learn holy Scripture, te 
therennto wholly diſpoſed. When it came to a ſe- fow Charities, that ſhe might reap Merits, to viſia en 
paration, which was a thin ny ſenſible in mindes the Cells of Anchorets, to ſee how their Garments 

{o long time, and with ſuch ardour , mntually lo- and Girdles were made, to obſerve their manner 

ving : the good Eudexia could not refrain to ſay ot living, to multiply Monaſteries, to cloath Vir 

to ber Husband wich tears in her eys Sins, to heap up Reliques together, and ſuch like 

SACRED MAJESTY, I am pon terms to ſee Things. 
ry oy — in bk et [I _— 61 fi - Fu T heodofius underſtanding her carriage, and the 5 
a' nm OR/CIEeNCc?e, Ul re 0 ys NOT ON ſom - our 

the {ds row tbe life, if you ſo abo-w 4 I 2 not es. w good entertainment ſhe had every where, thought the return 
n:(s, nor deligh's. 1 b-ve ever thought the proſperity of the it was the work of God, who favoured her inno- of yy 
wid was a current of freſh water, wh:ch looke þ wot back ow Cency, and at that time the flames of his chaſte love 35+. 


; the mean 
began to burn more forcible then ever. He loved time ſeck- 


her with a love mingled with reſpe& of her merit, '"s 
. own ends, 
and compaſſion of perſecuted innocency, He was 


a'y thing, and baſteneih to pour it ſclf into the ſalt Sea, 1 only 
g eve, that having b ought to your Court two ineſtimable Jew- 
els, V-1ginity, and the reputation of a Childe of Honour ; the 
oi1e, which I ought rather to have grven to God, Idedicated to 


your B'd,and th: 8they is t ihen from me by your ſuſpicionground- 
ed pon a ſudden (urpiizal of a word ſpoken from a heart per- 
plexed to ſee you troubled, You bave catſed the Prince Pauli- 
nus to b: put to dea'h, and in doing this, you bave not bereft 
me of a Lover, but you [elf of « good and ſa'tbful Servant, and 
Gol grant the voice of blond accuſe you not before the Tribunal 
of the Sovereign Fudge, I hop? God, who 18 the Proteflour of 
Imocents. will one d:ytokh' my cauſe in hand, and when Truth 
(hallgive light through your ſuſrictons, you at leaſt w'll ren- 
der me the honour which I ever only have [ought to be conveyed 
mts the a(p's of my Toms. 

Therdsfus knew not how to anſwer her but with 
the moiſt dew of his eys, which began to do the of- 
fice of his lips : a few ſuch words were enough to 
turn his Soul ropſie-turvy. Pxlcheria readily made 
the ſtop, ſaying, Thar which was paſt could not be 
recalled, over which God giveth us no other power 
bur of forgerfulneſs. That the Empreſs might in 
good time go to fatisfie her devotion, and that, 
were ſhe her ſelf free from the bondage of affairs, 
it would be one of her greateſt contentments to 
bear her company. 


pleaſed to have her ſpoken of in private , and hear 
the life deſcribed ſhe led in this new world.,Chry/a- 
phias perceiving him to take fire in good earneſt, 
tollowed his opportunity according to promiſe,and 


30 one day ſecing the Emperour well diſpoſed, adven- 


tured to fay : 


SACRED MAJESTY, How long will you deprive 
us of this Saint ? Muſt needs the Deſerts of Paleitiine ſo long 
time poſſ*ſ ber to our prejud ce ? It 35 a wonder your Palace 
bath nat been able to endure a Virtue, which m:keth it ſelf to 
be ſeen, heard, and adored in the ſavage Wilderneſſes. The poor 
L.aily bath well paid for a bttle ſudden (urprizal of ſpeech. 
Know beſides, (he never hath failed in fideli.y to your B d, and 
hcreoa I world (w:ar por the boly Evang-l(t*, and expoſe my 
hind :othe fire : but God hath already [uffictently declared it 
by ths ſequel of ber deportments. What is done, iS done; w2 
cannot reſtore life to the dead, but we ought to y'icld honour to 
the living, which bath unjuſtly been taken from them. It is an 
oblrgation of conſcience. Who hindereth we c :nnot [udde. ly ſee 
ber by your files ? Theodofius anſwerteth;z It would be my 
d-fire, bit thou ſerſt the impediment . 1 fear my ſiſter will nat 
[ ke #, Chryſaphius replieth ; T:u{y,y Lady, you” filter ouzhe. 
t9 be ſatis fied with the abſulute command your Majeſty givuth 


0 1: : hor ta all the affairs of your Kingdom, without attempting 01 
voyage of Thus Endoxia departe d, travelling directly tO the contentments of your marriage, or the hoaour of this gro1 
Endexia Peryfalem, and with her the grace and alacrity of p,;z,ofs, whoſi faulrs (h: ſhould rather cover with ber royal 
hive, Pal”- Court. All Con[tmutinople was filled with fadneſs,at purple, if any ſuch had eſcaped ber, but of neceſſity (hp? ought to 


which time the Phins of Palrſtize were already 
comforted with the firſt rays of this bright day- 
break. Whereſoever ſhe paſſed, the people ran 
thither by heaps to behold her ,, ſhe was received 


hovou ber merits. Let me alone, and 1 will give her ſt.$+ 
ſatin. : = 

T heodoſaus giveth him abſolute commiſſion, and 
thereupon , as it is moſt probable, he adviſeth the 


Emprefs 


The HOLY COURT. 


Empreſs to return to ComNtantizople, with ſmall 
noiſe, and much haſte, and fo plotteth,that the Em. 
perour, under colour of going a hunting, ſaw her, 
ſpake to her, treateth with her of her return,which 
preſently was publiſhed, and all the City, which 

Mionately affeted her, uſhered her in. Behold 
her arrived, as if ſhe had flown in the air, and re- 
ceived with much honour and magnificence into the 
Palace. Pwlcheria, «mazed at this accident, ſetterh 
a good face upon it , 
embraces, congratulateth her pilgrimage, ſpeaketh 
to her of nothing but Monaſteries, Croſſes, Re- 
liques, Inthe mean time very cloſely ſheweth, ſhe 
did not well like him,who had contrived this. Chry- 


Fortunate Prety, Part 1, 


into the field to ſow an hereſie, holding the body of 7/44" 
our Lord, aſter the union with the Word, was no oh a 
more of the ſame nature that ours are, but that the Emperoue, 
Humanity was wholly diſſolved into the Divinity, 372 "3 
The bypocrite fo covered his opinion, that he ſhew- the Hereſie 
ed not to teach this doQrine, but for the reverence of £17: 
he bare to the Son of God. This became a ſtumbling. 

block ro many good Souls. As he advanced this pro- 


poſition, the Biſhops oppoſed to ſuppreſs it, and he 


entertainerh her with ſtrict x@ tor ſhelter caſt himſelf into the arms of Chry/a- 


phins, who not contented to embrace this buſineſs 
with all feryour, embarqueth likewiſe therein the 
Emperour T heodoſinrs, and Endoxia his wife , firſt 
through great ſimplicity,afterward by a ſtrange un- 


happineſs, which almoſt brought them to deſtruRi- 
on, if the Divine goodneſs had not otherwiſe diſpo- 
ſed. Theodsfins, the holy and pious Emperour, per- 


ciryſ+phi» ſaphins imagining he had to do with an imperions 
w, an he- Maid, ſeaſoned from her youth in government,who 


retical Eu- 


nuch, pro- Never would forgive him this fault, reſolveth to play 


jecterh.t0 at faſt and looſe, thinking he had credit enough ro fecuted the Religious, and Saints. He wrote to Po 
4 his do this by the means of Exdoxia.For the love,which Leo, in favour of Eiutyches , he cauſed falſe Coun. 
Eoſin, Theodofns bare to her upon her return, was a tor- 20 cls to be held, and covered the ſeditious under the 


rent, which after ic hath a long time been reſtrain- 
ed, breaketh the foreed damms, and with vigorous 
impetuouſneſs drowneth the fields. He was fo ar. 
denthnd paſſionate, that he ſeemed unable to deny 
her any thing, This was the cauſe why Chry/aphizs, 
whoſe name is, as much asto ſay, a Seamſter of 


Gold, baving already made a ſeam of his Trade, . 


ſtirched another together more ſtrong then the 
former. He boardeth the Emperour under the 


protection of his arms, even to the authorizing the 
attempt committed on the perſon of the good Pa- 
triarch Flavianus by expreſs Letters. What doth' 
not a plaiſtered ſanctity for the ſubyerfion of the 
ſmple 2 What doth not a bad ſervant , when once 
he poſſeſſeth the eaſie nature of his Maſter ? 
Pulcheria, who ſome years before had ſeen the + 
herefie of Neſtorixs to ariſe, and had partly ſtifledit, 
when ſhe was in the manage of affairs, by her excel. 


wings of Endoxia, in the heat of his affeftions moſt 39 lent diretion, never was deceived inthe choice of a 

ardent ; both joyning to make the battery more . ſide, but moſt conſtantly ried her ſelfto the docrine 

forcible, declare ro him, That MADAM his Siſtey ofthe See Apoſtolick. That gave a particular bene- G;.:; dro- 
"= ailydeſped to gain repoſe. as ſhe had often ſ2id, and that iz diQtion to all her enterprizes, and made her ſway in dence to. * 

was a thing +wfully due for the long ſervices (h: bid yielded ts the peoples hearts , as ſhe. cauſed true Religion to ſtick to 


.bavi 'C| kc TH = ltars.and 
ſho, -baving 4. dicated flouriſh on Altars, All the E Gert ind Weſtern . _ _ 


Clergy eſteemed her, and lent theiraffiſtance to Church: 
maintain her autbority which was no little ſupporr. 

All thoſe; who have ſought to ſtrike theſe Powers, 

have therein loſt their endeavours, And very well 

one of the greateſt 
tKirngdom, bein 


the Crown. That it was 4 wonder, buw. 
ber («lf to the Church by the vow of Vuginsry,con'd per ſevere [g 
lo:g in Court That bereafier Theodolivs bgd one,who beld wich 
him :be firſt place im all favours, on whom he might repoſe him- 
(elf, and was thereunto obliged by reaſon, which was hi. wife, 
That the ſpiri#of Pulcheria was” not ſtable - t6 the humour 
of Eudoxiaz-whex one ſtar riſetb, the opps/ite mull fall. 

T hrcdoſoua apprene | | 
ſlippery path he bad ever. trod.: bur what cannot 
love and the ſoft inticements of a woman do ? Wea- 
ried out with ceaſcleſs importunities, be gender . 
he ſendeth for. FIavian the Patriarch, and entreat- 
eth him to put his Siſter P#lcheria in_the rank of 
Virgins , : who. are dedicated to the ſervice of the 
Church, were ſhe willing, or unwilling. Flavias, 
much amazed atthis. manner of proceeding , telleth 
him, he ſhould take good hced of this reſolution, 
that he undertook one of the greateſt paſſages of 
State he had ever done in hislife, and that the dan. 
ger thereof wasmuch to be feared. The Emperour 
replieth, He hath well pondered ir, that ſuch was his 
will and he muſt ſpeedily ſeg'it executed. The Patri- 
arch{ Pulcheria being exceedingly affected by all the 
Clergy) adviſeth her t6/withdraw withour further 


chended this buſineſs as the moſt 4© Ariſtobulus King of the Fews) 


States-men,who had governed 
upon his death-bed , freely corttefled', ' the. foule{ 
fault ; he had ever commitredinmatter of policy, 
was, to have oppoſed the Phariſees, who then had 
ſawtul authority over affarrs of Religion ; and gave 
his wife Alexandra, couny by progts and hold 
goodintelligence with them by all poſſible means. 
Thevety Pa which he adviſed out .of reaſon of 
State, Pulcheria practiſed by conſideration of piety, 


50 andever held her ſelf firmon the Rock of $. Peter, 


as it i ſaid, The Mothers of Pearl fix themſclves to 
Rocks during the tempeſt. If the wicked EZaryches 
had Tenard in her time, ſhe had conſurmed his he. 
relie, as the Ice of one night under /the rays of the 
Sun; butit was then inthe kingdom of} darkneſs. 
Caſo perpetually beheved thejeats/and heart 


: RE ENY fthe Emperour T heod-ſ;us, Gilguifing all affairs to 
reliſtance; otherwiſe hefhould be forced to do that, Y: Sh 164x; 17 ©, Or. 
which would much troubltehim. The good Lady un- him; accord Fame foapge h (tt _ = 
derſtood well what he would'fay., ſhe had already SE ro0 ON duſty inc he good. —_ =, _ 


ſmelt the plot ; and was unwilling to do any thing 
unworthy of her viriue:; for ſecing her fortune al« 
rered by the change of the tour her brother's 
will, ſhe freely deſpoiled her felt of the manage of 
affairs, as from a ſhirt, which one hath long worn , 
and retiring from the Palace, went to lodge in a 
houſe ſomewhat diſtant from Cenſtantineple, where 
ſhe lived in marvellous SanQity. Virtue 1s as the 
Geometrical Cube, on what ſide ſoever it be caſt, it 
always findeth its baſis. 
Pehold then a new face of government, which be- 
ginneth under Chry/aphius, and Exdoxia; but the 
miſchief was, anold Dotard, called Exryches, came 


of Relipgi- 
on, ard loſt her ſelf to follow rather hee of her 
pregnant wit',. then the tracts of holy. humility, * 
more agreeing to her Sex, 

Pulcheria, who underſtood all this goodly buſi- 
neſs, was much perplexed to ſee her brother and fi- 


* ſter-in-law, after they had ſhaken off the yoke of 


her good precepts, ro fall into a little apoſtaſie : and 


not beirg able to ger acceſs to talk with them , ſhe 
made the apple of her weeping eys ſpeak to God in 
70 continual prayers. She wrote to Rowe, ſometime to 
the Emperour Yalentiziaz her Coſin , ſometime to 
Enavxia the younger , his wife, daughter of or 

Enacxia, 


Book x. Th: HOLY C OURT. Fortuxate Pity. . I5g 


Endoxia, ſometime to Pope Leo himſelf, ſolliciting red with the many revolutions of Court, returneth 
them for the reduftion of. theſe poor. wandering to Fer»ſalem, as a Pilgrim, with a great oath never 
ſheep:ſhe every where diſpoſed ſquadrons of religi- to ſet foot again in Conſtantinople : and verily, ſhe 
ous perſons,to force God with the arms of prayers. had ber Tombin Paleſtine, as we ſhall ſee anon, - 


All the powers of Heaven and earth conſpired at T heodorns in the, colleRion of his Hiſtory inſt- 
that time ; the battery was ſtrong enough to move nuateth to us, that ſhe never undertook this voyage 
a heart that never yet was obdurate. till the.death of the Emperour Theodofias her Huſ. 


Theodeſis Tn the end, T heodoſsus awakened, as out of a long band; which happened ſhortly-atter, You. would 
RG: ſleep, opened his eys,and with horrour ſaw the pre- have ſaid, that bis. good ſiſter was come of purpoſe | 
cipice, whereinto he was ready to fall. He derelterh 4 © 0 diſpoſe his Soul for this paſſage. He was abont wi; ceath, 
the difaſterous Eutyches, and leaveth him to the fifty years of age, and had already ruled fourty 
cenſures of the Church, Pulcheria four years after three years, with a moſt happy Reign, had not this 
her baniſhment returned in triumph to the Court, apple of diſcord been, which outragiouſly diſturbed 
with the general applauſe of all ſorts. Her firſt care the Peace of his Ceurt, and ſteeped his life in many 
was to ſeife on the perſon of Chryſaphins, and by acerbities, That which is read moſt probable of his 
form of juſtice, to ſend him into the other world, death, is, that riding a hunting at full ſpeed,and fal- 
that he might no longer tronble this , wherein ſhe ling from his horſe, he hurt the reins of his back, ſo 
ſhewed , that living otherwiſe as a Bee in the de- thar of neceſſity he muſt be carried back to his Pa. . 
lights of Virginity, ſhe bad not ſo much honey, bur lace ina Litter ; at which rime, he plainly ſaw his laſt 
withall a ſting. 2 © hour approached, and ſigned his innocent life with 
The poor Endoxia well perceived her Miſtreſs the ſeal ofa death truly Chriſtian, A Prince in all 
was returned , and her heart bled ro behold this bhings elſe of a moſt ſincere life religious, learned 
change. She no longer rzmembered the condition = milde, courteous, patient , in whom nothing coul 
of Arhexair,and ſhe, who before would not be but be blamed but the over-much facility of his nature; 
under the feet of Palcheria, could not endure her which many tirnes made his heart of wax to be 
now by her (ſides. Itis a ſtrange thing, how the air moulded in the hands of thoſe, who were neareſt 
of the Court doth, as it were , neceſlarily breath unto him, and this was in a manner the cauſe of his 
ambition. Theſe two pure Souls, which ſeemed in ruine. But it was well for him he betook himſe!; 
the beginning (as an Antient hath ſaid ) able ro _ to the good counſels of his ſiſter, who dearly 
abide together in the eie of a Needle, when they , , love his good, and aimed at nothing but the glory 
were inconcord, found the whole world ia their ? and repoſe of his Empire. We have here inferted 
diſcord too little for their ſeparation, Exdoxia, ti> his Portr aiture, and Elogy, . 


. 


MAT A NTT 


He-& 0L, THEODOSIUS JUNIOR, ARCADII ET EUDOXIA FILIUS, OCTO 
ANNORUM- PUER ORIENTALE- CEPIT IMPERIUM, ET PER ANNOQS> 
QUADRAGINTA TRES PULCHERIA SORORIS AUSPICIIS, ARM1IS ET 
LEGIBUS FELICITER ADMINISTRAVIT: PRINCEPS DE MELIORI NOTA, 
CHRISTIANUS, VITA INTEGERRIME, DIVINIS LECTIONIBUS IN.TEN- 
TUS, PATIENTIA ET CLEMENTIA SUPRA CATEROS CLARUS, OBIIT 
CONSTANTINOPOLI ANNO CHRISTI CDLIL, ATATIS XLIX. 
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Part 1, 


Fortunate Ptty, 


Upon the Picture of THEODOSIUS. 


A Sceptre free from pride, a goodneſs ſweet, 
A life not feipn'd, but where true graces meet, 


Marriage E had no Male Iſſue by his Wife Zxdoxia,and 
=S "a Hi Empire,might not fall to the Diſtaff, which 
new Go- ſeemed to invite theſe two Princeſſes,who till 
vernment. this day had ſwaied in Government, to ſound the 
retreat, But Pulcheria was become very neceſſary 
for the State, and as yet had nor loſt the appetite of 
rule. Theodoſius having caſt his eys by the advice of 
his Council upon AMartianss, to declare him Suc- 
ceſſour in his Empire : P#lcheria married him, only 


As zeal, he for ſole favour did advance, 
So Heav'n bus Shield became, the Croſs bus 
(Lance, 


promiſed to himſelf the Empire of the World, and 
tor that cauſe had taken the field with an Army of 
700000 men , compoſed of ſtrange and hideous 
Nations, who had gone out of their Country like a 
ſcum of the earth, ranging themſelves under the 
condu& of Attila, for the great experience he had 
in the manage of Arms, He, notwithſtanding was a 


lictle man, harſh, violent, his breaſt large, his head 


great, the cie of a Piſmire, his noſe flat, his beard 


under the title of Wedlock, with mutual conſent x© cloſe-ſhaved , beginning already to wax grifled, 


of both parties to keep Virginity. This woman was 
made to govern men, and Empires. She was alrea- 
dy fifty years old, and had managed the State about 
thirty ſeven. Behold ſhe beginneth a new Reign, 
with the beſt man of the world, who only had the 
name ofa husband, andin effe& ſerved and reſpet- 
ed her with as much regard and humility , as if he 
had been her own Son, She could not in the world 
have made a better choice. This great man was na- 


turally enclined to Piety, Juſtice , compaſſion to- 20 Ro 


Marvel-' Wards the neceſlities of man-kind. He was very 
lous acci- valiant, for he bad al[ bis life-time been bred among 
Marion Arms, and, during his Empire, no barbarous Narti- 
on durſt ſtir , ſo much was he feared. It was a won- 

dee by what byaſs God led him dire&ly to the 

©” height of worldly honours. He was of baſe ex- 
traction, a Thracian born, of a good wit, and a 

body very robuftionus , which made him finde a 
ſweetneſs in War. He going to Phi/ippelis to be 


enrolled inithe liſt of Souldiers, by chance it hap- 3o.that cauſe made bim 


pened he found a dead body upon the- way, newly 
maſſacred, | This good man, who was very compal- 
ſionate, had pity thereon, and approached to give 
it burial : but this chari 
his life , for being buſily. employed to enterr this 
body, one laid hold on his rhroat, asif he had been 
the murtherer, and that he made this grave for no 
other intention, but to bury his own guilt. The 
poor man defendeth bimſelfin his innocency as well 


was like to have coſt him - 


He walked with ſo much tate, as if he thought the 
earth had been unworthy to bear him , and, though 
meerly barbarous, the deſire of honour ſo poſleſ- 
ſed him, that being one day at Afilay , and ſeeing 
Pictures, where the Roman Emperours were repre 
ſented, who had Scythians, bis Country-men, caſt 
at their feet, was ſo enraged, that inſtantly he ſent 
for a Painter, and cauſed himſelf to be drawn, in a 
oy eminent golden Throne, and clothed inroyal 

es, and the Emperours of Rome and Conftaxti- 
mple bearing Bags on their ſhoulders filled with 
Crowns , then made them to be poured at his feer, 
alluding hereby to the valt ſumms of money he in 
good earneſt extortcd irom the Empire, and which 
T heodofixes gave him afterwards to divert the courſe 
of bis Arms, : thinking that ſpeedily to diſpatch 
ſuch an enemy out of his Territories, it was only fit 
to make for him a bridg of filver. This man ſeemed 


, created to ſhake the wN of the earth , and for 


elf to be called The ſcourge of 
God.Therewas no Infant ſo little, in the arms of the 
Nurſe, who hearing Atti/as named, did not think 
he ſaw a Wolf, He conſidering,that Martianns, a 
moſt valiant man, at that time wages the Eaſtern 
Empire, durſt not come near, but. haſtened to fall 
upon the Weſt, where Yalextinian 'the younger 
reigned, Son of Honorius, Colin of Theodsſins, and 
Pulcheria, a wanton and difſolute Prince, as you 
ſhall underſtand in the courſe of this Hiſtory, loling 


as he could, but conje&ures prevail beyond his de. 40 bis life and Empice by his ſenſuality. So it was, 


fence. He was now. under the Sword of the Execn- 
tioner, when by good hap the Homicide was produ. 
ced, who had done the deed, convicted by his own 
confeflion, : This man thruſt his head into the place 
vf the innocent, and AMartianns brought his away 
to behold it one day glitter under the Rubies and 
Diamonds of the Imperial Crown. This was not 
wichour long trials of his ability, which transferred 
him from degree to degree, through all the hazards 


of a long and painful warfare.” He was then mature 5® 


in years, in account one of the greateft Captains of 
the Empire.Behold why Palcheria could not be de. 
ceived in hex choice. This good husbarid, who held 
his wiſe as a;Saint,was wholly dire&ed by her coun- 
ſels, and ſhe daily.gurified bis Soul. in religion and 
policy. He became inſhort time fo brave & perfe& 
in thisSchole, that he was accounted one of the moſt 
accompliſhed Emperours,who had born the Sceptre 
Geod ſuc- ſince Corftantine, God well ſhewed his love and 


ce(ls of 
AL artianus 


the ſecond year of his Empire, he diverted the fu- 
rious Attila from the Eaſt, who even now roared 
over the City of Conſtantinople, as a thunder-ſtroke 
before it brake in ſhivers. 

This Artila ws a Scythian, a great Captain,who 


that Attila, attempting firſt upon the Ga#ls, found 
work enough ; for the Romans, French, and Geths 
(not unlike dogs, who,after rhey have worried one 
another , rally chemſclves together to reſiſt the 
Wolf) by a common conſent, heartened each orher 
under the condu& of /Z£tivs, AMoronens, and Thy- 
erry, againſt this Barbarian, and having given him 
bactel, defeated one part of his Army in the Carta- 
lowian Plains ; but he failed not ro pack away,creep- 
ing along like a great Serpent, which, loaden with 
redoubled blows giyen by Peaſants, hath received a 
maimin his body , and notwithſtanding ſaved his 


"head. 1! 


God, who derideth the proud, and in his Amphi- 


"theatre is pleaſed to.make, not. Lions .cofight with 


Bulls,but the weakneſs of the earth againſt the moſt 
inſolent greatneſs, reſerved the conqueſt of this 
Monſter to religious perſons and women. Ir is a 
wonder, he coming to Rowe, as'to the period and 


faithful prore@ion towards Afartianws; when, in 60 butr of his ambitions, all enflamed with great de- 
fires, in this clattering of harneſs, and loud noiſe of 
Armies, all the world trembling under the ſcourge: 
the brave Pope S. Leo went out to ſeek him, and 
preached ſo well unto him, that being come thither 
as a Lion, he returned asa Lamb : for Attila enter» 

cained 


Heath of 
«Attila. 
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tained him with marvellous reſpe&. So had he done 


before to S. Lups, Biſhop of T rops, granting him 
whatſoever he could deſire, All his Chaplains were 


- much amized, for, among other Titles, this Huy 


had the hilme of being inexorable* to, Suppliants z 
and it theh being curiouſly asked of him, who m:de 
him at that time loſe his fury, he confeſſed he ſaw 
a venerable perſon by- Leo's ſide ( it was the great 
Saint Peter) who threatened him with death, if he 


condeſcended not to what the good Pope delired 1 


of him.  * | 

Attila then leaving Italy, and paſſeth igto Scla- 
wvoxia, without being wiſhed for again, but by one 
ſole woman, Alas ! who would believe it ? Hons- 
ria, ſiſter of the Emperour, Colin-german to Pa/- 
cheris, fell in love with this Monſter. I know not 
what ſhe had ſeen in'this Picture, which commonly 
was painted with the horn of a Bull on his, fore- 
bead. It was not in my opinion hisfair eys, nor 
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Fortunate Piety. 
over 700005 men, who forraged every where, en- 
vironed as with a brazen wall, who boaſted in the 
ligheenings of higpniſfam Armo;wio razed Cities all 
{moaking in blood and fAlatnes;- who waſted Provin- 
ces, who deſtroyed Empires, who would not tread 
but on Crownsand'<ceptres , behold him the yery 
night of his Nuprials, tull of drink, maſſacred by a 
woman, having nor ſo much as the honour to die by 
the hand of a man. ; 
The ſame night that Arti/a yielded up the ghoſt 
in his own blood, our Saviour appeared in a dream 
to the good E mperour Afartianus, and ſhewing 
him a great Bow all ſhivered in pieces, faith , 
Martianus , beholdthe Bow of Attila, which I have 
broken : thon haſt no further cauſe to fear thy Empire. 
Thus you ſee, how God fighteth for the pious even 
while they ſleep. 

This ſcourge being ſo Re 


diverted, Aſar- 
tianus,and Pulcheria,attended wi 


all their power, 


goodly noſe, which made him ſought after, for he 20 ro the conſolation and ornament of the univerſal 


was one of the moſt deformed creatures of the 
world : yet he notwithſtanding was reputed a great 
Captain, and a puiſſant King. This blind Princeſs ſo 
breathed the air of ambition, that, though .he were 
wholly Pagan and hideous, ſhe no whit wasaffright- 
ed: forverily her paſſion was ſo much enkindled, 
that ſhe ſecretly diſpatched one of her Eunuchs 
with expreſs Letters , beſeeching Arti/a he would 
demand her in marriage of the Emperour her bro-; 
ther, and ſhe ſhould account it a great honour to 
be his wife, "This Scythian entered into a much 
reater eſtimation of his own worth then ever, be. 
Folding himſelf ſued unto by a Roman Lady of no- 
ble extra&ion, and thereupon grew {o eager, that 
he immediately addreſſeth an Ambaſſadour to the 
Emperour / alextiziax, to require bis ſiſter of him 
in marriage, and the moiety of his Kingdom, 0- 
therwiſe he was not gone back ſo far, but he would 
return with his Army to enforce his obedience, 

All the World was now ftrucken with terrour, 
when by | ny chance he ſaw himſelf, for ſome preſ- 
ſing occaſions, engaged to return into his Country, 
where all theſe lightenings were _— turned in- 
to a ſhower of blood. After he had ſweat under 
harneſs, like another' Hannibal, who, inthe end of 
his conqueſt was brutiſhly beſotted in the boſom of 
a Capunn Lady : this haughty King of Hrs , as 
ſoon as he came into his Countrey,wholly engulph- 
ed himſelfin Wine, and Love. Belides a great rab- 


Church,under che direction ofthe great Pope Saint 
Leo, whom their Majeſties moſt punQually —_ 
in 


- Ar that time were ſcen the Reliques to marc 


triumph into Conſtantinople of the good Patriarch 
Flavianit, maſſacred by the praftiſes of Heriticks : 
at that time the exiled Biſhops were with honour 
re-eſtabliſhed in their ſeats. Ac that time the Coun- 


.Cilof Chalcedon was celebrated, where the Empe- 
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rour; Martianus/bough wholly a Souldicr , made 
an Oration, farſtin Latine, for the honour of the 
Roman Church,then in Greek his natural language. 
At that time Hereſie was fully condemned , and 
impudence ſurcharged with contuſion. At that time 
an infinite number of godly Canons were confirr- 


r55 


ed by the Council, and ſtrongly maintained by the * 


authority of the Emperour. At that time Juſtice 


was fixed in the height of perfeRtion. Briefly ar 


that time the whole world was infinitely comforted 
by the good order and liberalities of this Holy + 


40 Court, 


{t was an admirable Fmpire, and a happy Varri- 
sge,and nothing could be defired more in this match 
but immbrrality. But the holy Virgin Pulcheria be. 
10g abour fifty years of age, ror ſo nuch loaden 
with years, as merits, wearied out with continual 
travel and care, which ſhe had endured almoſt four. 
ty years, in the manage of affairs, found her repoſe 
in exchange of the Court of Conſtantinople for that 
of Paradiſe, She died in a moſt pure virginity, which 


ble of creatures, which he had to ſatisfie h;s luft, he 5o ſhe carctully had preſerved all her life-time, leaving 


became in his old days paſſionately enamonred of a 
Gentlewoman, named Hi/decox, whom he married 
with Sports, Feaſts, and exceſſive alacrity. Thar 
evening, after he had freely drunk, according to his 
cuſtom, he retired into bis Nuptial Chamber with 
his new Spouſe, and the next morning was found 
dead in his bed, floating in a river of blood, who 
bad drawn blood from all the veins of the world, 
Some ſaid, it- was an eruption of blood, which 


the poor for her heirs, who were her delight, after 
ſhe had builc in her own life time five Churches, and 
among the reſt, one to the honour of the moſt ble(- 
ſed Virgin Mary, which ſurpaſſeth all the ocher in 
magnhicence, belides manyHoſpitals,and Sepulchres 
for Pilgrims, Torches made of Aromatick wood caſt 
out their odoriferous exhalarions when they areal- 
moſt waſted : and the virtuous Px!cheria made all 
the good odours of her life evaporace in the laſt in- 


choaked him, bur others thought Hi/decey , lead 99 ſtant of her death. che, who had lived as the Bee in 


thereunto, one knoweth not by what ſpirit, nor by. 
whom ſollicited, handled her pretended husband as 
Zadithdid Holofernes. Behold how God punifheth 


the taſtful ſweetneſs of purity,died as the Phenix in 
the Palms,nort of Arabia,bur of conquelts,which ſhe 
had obtained over the enemies of our nature, We 


the proud, A deſpicable warf, who commanded have here annexed her PiQture, and Elogy. 
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Fortunate Piety, 


Part, x. 


ULCHERIA FLA. THEODOSII JUNIORIS-SOROR, AUGUSTA; VIRGO 


ET CONJUX, AUGUSTORUM FILIA, SOR OR, NEPTIS, UXOR: PROPU- 
GNATRIX PONTIFICUM, MAGISTRA IMPERATOR UM, CUSTOS FIDEI, MU. 
NIMEN ORTHODOXORUM, ECCLESIA ET IMPERI1 DECUS, NOVA HE- 
LENA, NOVUM ORBIS MIRACULUM, ANNO CHRISTI CLIIL ATATIS LV. 
IMPERII XXXIX. AD COELESTEM AULAM PROFICISCITUR, 


Upon the PicTurs of PU LCHERI A. 


A golden Virgin m an Iron Ape, 

Who trampled under foot infernal Rape : 

A barren Wife, « frutful Maid, unſtamn'd ; 
That all the World within her heart contain'd. 
Mother of People, Miſtreſs over Kings,(brings. 
And who'twixt Church, and Law , firm union 


She in her ſelf bright Sceptres aid behold 


Reat Ones may here behold, the ſhorteſt 
way to the Temple of Honour is to paſs 
by that of Virtue. Never Woman was 


more honouredin her life , never Woman more 
glorious.in her death. That great Pope, S. Leo, S. 


Cyril.and all. the excellent men both of theEaſt and 


Weſt, have employed their Pens in her honour, So 
magnificent and toble Acclamations were made to 
her in Councils, that nothing would be wiſhed 


more glorious. A little before her death in the ©1 Saint, have been couc 


Council of Chalceden , they cried out, Long live 
the Empreſs moFt Sacred; Lono live PUL CHE- 
RIA; Long live the Second S. Helena : God pre- 
ſerve the Saint, preſerve the Orthodox, preſerve her, 
Who #5 the Guardian of Faith. 

What Tropheys of Alexanders, and Ceſars, arc 
comparable to ſuch Honour ? Ragerys, who 
hath learnedly written her Life , maketh a Colle- 


Joywd to the Croſs, Altarsto Crowns of Gold, 
'T he married life unto Virginity, 

And plorious preatneſs to Humility, 

If Virtue were a ſubſtance to be ſeen, 


IWell might we here ſuppoſe this happy Queen 
Should lend her body, that it outward ma 


Reſplendent luſtre to the World diſplay. 


ion of her Titles, and calleth her the holy Palche- 
ria, ever a Virgin, always ſacred, a Virgin out of 
Marriage, a Virgin in Marriage, Daughter of an 
Emperour, Miſtreſs of Emperours, ProteQreſs of 
Popes, Guardian of Faith, Bulwark of the Faichful, 
Honour of the Church, Glory of the Empire , the 
new Helexa, the new Miracle of the World, the new 
Example for Poſterity, The Titles, which Saints 
have given her, and her Name in the quality of a 
in the Menologe of the 
Grecians,and the Rowan Martyrologe, the Tenth 
of September, a Month wherein ſhe paſſed from this 
World, to the glory of Saints, in the year of our 
Lord 453. And Martianus her Husband, being not 
able to live without this Celeſtial Soul, fled quick- 

ly hence after ber, to enjoy the recompenſe of his 

Piety, Of whom behold here the PiRare, and 

Elogy. 
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Fertunate Puety, 


FLVALERIUS MARTIANUSSOLAVIRTUTUM COMMENDATIONE AD IMPE- 

RIUM EVECTUS, PULCHERIA CONJUGIS INTEGER CONJUX, MODER A. 
TUS DOMI PRINCEPS, FORIS ATTILA FURORI MODUM IMPOSUIT: QUAS. 
SATUM IMPERIUM CONTRA PARTHOS ET VANDALOS CONFIRMAVIT 
PRUDENTIA, ET OR THODOXAM FIDEM ADVERSUS EUTYCHEN TUTATUS 
EST FIDE:VIXIT ATATI SATIS, ſMPERIO PARUM, SIBI SEMPER VICTURUS, 
OBIIT ANNO CHRISTI CDLI. IMPERIO VI. MENS. VL. 


Upon the PicTuRE of MARTIANUS. 


A Man without Eſtate, Souldier untrain'd, 
Husband net wiv*d,an Emperour unſtaid : 
Whoſe ſtrength,triumphat atts,& viriues bright, 


Et us return now to our Pilgrim, Enaoxis, 

| who lived in the holy Land, not being in the 
4 way of ſanctity. A woman,endowed with a 
goodly body, anda fair ſpirit, bath the charge of a 
veſſel very hard to be ſteered ; more of ſuch ſuffer 
ſhipwrack then reach the Haven. The good Princeſs 
departed from Conſtantinople in grief, gall and anx1- 
ety, which proceeded from the change of her for. 
tune, and, that which is more,ſeduced alſo with the 


We may his proper children call aright. 
What aid he net, ſince in himſelf he made 
No change,but to a Sceptre from the Spade ? 


blance of devotion; ſince even diyers holy Hermits 

who numbred many years in auſterities, and pe- 
nance, betore they were well informed, ſuffered 
themſelves to be tranſported with this novelty ? 
Among others, the great Geraſimns was ſeen to fall. 
that Angel of the deſert,who tamed Lions,and uſed 
them as Mules, was beheld involved in the ſmares of 
this infamous A poſtata, from whom he afterward 
treed himſelf by the mercy of God. It was a lament- 


hereſie of the wicked Entyches. Theedeſius her huſ- to able thing to fee this poor Empreſs, who had for- 


band yielded at the firſt. encounter, and ſubmitted 
under the obedience of the Church : Zxdexia hill 
perſiſted, ſo apt the nature of women is to maintain 
an errour with obſtinacy. She had but too much wit 
to be deceived, and yet not prudence enough to diſ- 
cover the deceit, A Wolf clothed fin theskin of a 
Sheep, that is to ſay, oneT heodeſeus a falſeMonk,who 
had gained her under appearance of ſanQtity, and 
much wrought upon her, during her abode in Pa- 


ſaken all the greatneſs of Court, to live in retired 
ſolitarineſs,thus caught in the nets of her own judg- 
ment. She thought daily to amaſs infinite heaps of 
good works in the exerciſes of piety, which ſhe in. 
ceſſantly praiſed, and it was but duſt ſhe barein 
her hands, blown away by the wind of preſumption. 
God would not loſe this fair ſoul, which he had en- 
chaſed in a beautious body, to make her in the end 
of her days, an exa& miracle of virtue , and as ſhe 


leſtine, wholly plunged her. in the mire of hereſie, 20 kicked ſomewhat too eagerly againſt ſo many teſti« 


which ſhe ſupported in his favour,and endeavoured 
co illnſtrate by the ſubrilty of her wir, 

How was it poſſible, bur this hereſie of Entyches, 
masked with the falſe zeal of reverence towards the 
Perſon of the Son of God, might not enſnare a wo- 
man, very eaſie to take impreſſions, which had ſem- 


monies of verity, he reſolved to break this feminine 
pride with the iron rod of another very ſenſible af- 
fliction. She was then,in her own opinion, out of the 
danger of inconſtancy,; but had {till one part of her 
ſelf upon the Imperial Throne,who received all the 
violence of the ſtorm, ro make the effects thereof 

paſs 


157 


Eudoxia's 
aflition 
ia her 


daughter, 


158 


Strange 
diſorder 
in the Ro 
av Em- 
pire. 


Luft rain- 
eth Em- 
pires. 


ww HOLT  COUR-I 


paſs into her heart, by the painfull counterbuff of a 
love, which could not be renounced withour a petty 
apoſtacy {iþ nature. IF 

Endoxia her onely.. daughter, inheritrix of the 
name ww beavrty of her moiher,w:s admired to //a- 
lentinian; Emperour of Rome, to be the ſubject of a 
wofull tragedy, and to make poſterity beho!d, that 
t00 emirient greatneſsis-ofren ruined with chunder. 
This Valt#tinian, ſiſter's Son of the Emperour Hexo- 


Fortumate Piety, - Part.r. 


his own ſhame, enjoyneth her to ſilence, and diffi- 
mulation, and hath no vein in him, which terdeth 
not tO: Vengeance, | 
Falentinian bad a brave and valiant Captain,who 
ſupported the whole Empire : this was Aetins,very 
lately adorned with the ſpoils of Atri/a, whom he in 
a pitch'd battel had vanquiſhed, Afaximxs thought 
he muſt ruinate this pillar ro make the whole houle 
to fall, & therein was not-deceived.But,being a man 


rims, colin of Theedoſius, not beingable to content 10 full of crafr,ſodiſſembleth what was palt concerning 


himſelf with the ſprings of his own houle (according 
to the Proyerb)and repoſe himſelfin the beauty of a 
Princeſs {6 accompliſhed, as he in lawfull wedlock 
had eſpouſed, daily went an bunting after change in 
the infiniry of forbidden loves. The ſenſuality of this 
Prince ſo much difpleaſed God, that for this vice he 
ruined in his perſon this great Reman Empire,which 
ſo many times had cauſed her victorious Charriots, 
loaden with Palms, and Laurels, to paſs over the 


his wife, as if it had never come to his knowledge, 
 onely he endeavoureth to gain the good,opinion of 
a powerfull Eunuch,named Heraclias, who was the 
Emperor's inſtrument, ard havitg already gotten 
him at his devotion, ſuggeſteth ro him in great ſe. 
cret, he had learned from a good hand, that Aerays, 
Lieutenant General of the Emperour, was much 
puffed up with the viRory he obrained againſt Arr; 
la,& that he on all ſides praiſed confederacies both 


heads of the Kings and Monarchs of the world, ſo *© without the Kingdom, to make himſelf abſolute 


often had it been ſhaken, and ſo many times eſta. 
bliſhed by concuſſion z needs muſt a wicked fin of 
luxury interpole irrecoverably to entomb it, 

The Emperour then behokderh with a wanton eye 
the wiſe of an eminent Senatour,named Maximns, 
and ſeeing this Lady was honeſt, and loyal to ber 
husband, he thought her a bird not eafily caught, Be- 
hold, he reſolveth to try all the priviledges of his 
power, and break all the bands of equity to give 
vent to bis paſſion. What doeth he ? Behold, hein. 
viteth Maximm toa ſumptuous,and royal banquet, 
which he had prepared, miſerable man ! who knew 
not this feaſt was a ſnare to entrap the honour of 
his wife. After ſupper, Yalentinian inviteth him to 
play, under the colour of paſſing away the time, 
which he moſt willingly did, and fo heateth him in 
game, thar, after he had loſt all, he gaged down the 
King off his finger, wherewith he uſed to ſeal his 
Letters. Valentinian wan it, greatly rejoyaing, not 
ſo much for the value of the Gem init, which was 
of great price,as to have found a paſſage to his trea. 
cherous deſign. He preſently diſpatcheth a Gentle. 
man with this Ring,who bare newsto the Lady, that 
her husband ſent tor her to the Palace to ſalute the 
Emperour. This was a very well-coloured pretext. 
Notwithſtanding, it calt moſt ſtrong apprehenſions 
into the ſoul of his Lady,who too well knew the de- 
portments of this Prince. Bur conſidering this pre- 
cious pledge of her husband, held for an undoubted 
earnelt-peny of his command , ſhe goeth, and con- 
ſecrateth all the difficulties,which ſhe conceived, to 
the obedience towards her Lord. The poor Lady 
was no ſooner arrived, but was raviſhed, and vio. 
lated, ro fatisfie the brutiſh uſt of a man, more 
drunk with love then wine, 

The Palzcc of a Chriſtian' Emperour , which 
ſhould be a Sanctuary for the chaſtity of Ladies,is by 
an a(t black,and villanous defiled. The chaſte Turtle, 
who would not ſurvive her honour, as ſoon as ſhe 
returneth to her lodging,exclameth againſt her hus- 
band with outragious words, thinking he had con- 
ſented to this diſaſter. Go (ſaith ſhe to Fim) ingrate- 
full, and unnatural man as thou art toproſtitute the ho- 
wour of thy wife to the brutiſhneſs of a Prince, abandou- 


* edby God and men : doff thog not yet feel the Executi- 


oners of thy conſcience, which reproach thee with thy 
crime? Maximus much amazed at ſuch words, 
What is the matter or where have you been, fooliſh wo- 
man ? faith he. She ſhewing the Ring, Doſt thor not 
yet acknowleage thy diſloyalty X filly,” and per fidsous 
man ? behold that, which will accuſe thee before God. 
He, as ſhe began to unfold her ſelf, too ſoon found 


Maſter of all : that under the ſhadow of entertain. 
ing the Frexch and Guths in good correſpendence 
with the Empire, he purchaſed them for his own 
ſervice with the Emperour's revenues, and that no- 
thing remained for him, but to ſet the Diadem upon 
his own head, whick quickly be would do, were he 
not with all ſpeed prevented. Heraclins taileth not 
roundly to relate all this to bis Maſter, who was al. 
ready ſtirred with jealouſie towards Actizs, ſeeing 
his fortune took ſo high a flight, that it ſeemed to 
mount above wind and tempeſt.Yalentiniay,an hair- 
brain'd Prince, perpetually drunk with luſt and chol- 
ler, without any further inquiſition,ſendeth for Ac. 
tas to the palace, and with enraged paſſion, How 
(faith he) Traitowr, Is it thou, who undertakeſt to be- 
reave me of the Crown ? and ſaying that,taketh out a 
poinyard which he had in his boſom, and killed him 
with his own hand. An a& both bold and barbarous. 
The poor Aetius, who had born the brunt of an 
Army of ſeven hundred thouſand men, who firſt 
confronted a man, that ſhoke the pillars of all Em. 
pires, who returned from the Gaxls amply loaden 
with victorious Palms, one of the moſt glorious Ca- 
ptains that ever was, at that time ſhewed at Rome as 
a prodigie of yalour, fell dead as a ſacrifice at the 
teet of his Maſter,recciving by the juſt judgment of 
God that entertainment he before had given to 
Bonifatias the great Governour of Africk. Va- 
lentiniay, as if he had acted a Maſter-piece, went 
preſently to one of the wiſeſt Counſellours to boaft 
thereof, asking of him, if he had not well played 
his prize, The other replieth : Sacred Majeſty, if 
you had taken an Hatchet with Jour ri oht hand, and 
cut off your left arm in ſtead of giving this accurſed 
blow,you had nit done ſo ill. And 1 believe you too ſoon 
will feel the loſs you have received. Theſe words were 
not without effe&, for the: death of Aetizs being 
preſently after divulged, it put the ſouldiers into 
tury, who loved him as a brave and valiant Captain, 


© under whoſe Randard they had given ſo ample teſti- 


monies of their worth, Two of the moſt hardy of 
them, Oftias, and Tranſtilas, after they had maſ- 
ſacred the Eunuch Heraclins, aſſailed the perſon of 
the Emperour, who was at that time in the field of 
Mars, and deſperately murthered him, it being 
impoſſible to free himſelf from their hand, Go 
permitting this in revenge of the murther lately 
committed, and ſo many adulteries, wherewith this 
miſerable Prince, degenerating from the blood of 
T heedo fins, was polluted. 
Maximw, who caſt the Stone, and afrerward 
withdrew his arm,cauſing all this tragedy to be ated 
to 


Book s. The HOLY COURT. 


Fortuncte Piety. 159 
to his own advantzge,after the death of Yalentiniay, 


This $imecon was a prodigie of man, who lived in Srilires. 


as being moſt eminent, obtained the Empire with 
little reliſtance,and his wife,during theſe enterprizes 
being oo hornege through diſcontent for her own 
diſaſter) ſeeketh the marriage of che Empreſs Eu- 
dexia, wife of Valentiniax, and daughter of our A- 
thenarts. The poor Princeſs drenched in a deluge of 
ſorrow for che death of the Emperour her husband, 
ſhewed in the beginning to.be deaf in this motion 


of marriage : but as the ſpirits of women are mu» 10 withour coverture , 


table, and foothed with glory,in few days, forgetting 
death, ſhe reſolveth to live among the living, and, 
for accomodation of her affairs, weddeth Maxi- 
»:15. Behold him in a ſhort time in the Throne, and 
bed of his Maſter, revenging himſelf of one wicked- 
neſs by another much more execrable. But vice in 
greatneſs hath ever a ſtaggering foot.' Maximus 
was no ſooner entered into the Palace, but his head 
aked, and the remorſe of conſcience diſtracted bim, 


a body as if he had been bur a ſpirit. For figure to 
your ſelta Pillar fourty foot high, and on this Pillar 
ſome little ſhroud fixed there as « Bird's neſt, open, 
and expoſed on all ſides to the injuries of weather , 
there this great man, to. raiſe his body tro God as 
well as bis her, placed his abode. It was a ſtrong 
lodging, where he could neither lie nor fit inany 
faſhion, bur ever ſtood bolt upright, withour roof, 
his hair being ſome-what 
whitened with Snow, and his beard tull of Ycicles, 
ſome time roaſted wiih the boiling heats of the Sun, 
and in the midſt of all this he paſſed the days and 
nights in contemplation, eating but once a week, 
and that very ſparingly. 

To this famous Hermit then, who was the Qza- 
cle of Chriſtendom, E«doxia ſendeth Anaſtaſire, a 
truſty Biſhop, who in much ſecrecy laboured her 
converſion, to conſulc with him upon doubts of 


His moſt truſty friends heard him fighing ſay, he 20 faith. $imeon anſwereth in theſe terms : 


eſteemed thar antient Damecles happy, who was a 
King but the ſpace of a diner-while ; ſo mugh al- 
ready was he diſquieted with the Empire, as if he 
bad foreſcen his own caraitrophe. it chanced one day 
this unhappy man, familiarly diſcourſing with his 
new ſpouſe, let a word eſcape him, which coſt him 
his life: for, to give her a great token of his affeRtion, 
he confeſſed himſef to have intermedied in the de- 


Align of Yalentinian his death, not ſo much for the 
deſire of the Empire,as of her beauty. Exdoxia was 30 © happy way. 


Wicked 


revenge of 


a Woman. 


ſtrucken with ſtrang horrour at theſe words, not 
ſuppoſing her firſt husband had been deprived of life 
and Sceptre by his praQtices,and therefore reſolving 
to be revenged,ſhe covereth her plot with diffimula- 
tion,& bendeth all her powers to content his humor. 
Sheſaw how her mother had been uſed at Conſtan- 
tinople, ſo that from thence probably ſhe could ex- 
pe& no ſuccor, The fury of revenge tranſported her 
tro an a& very hazardous, which was to call Gexſc- 


**© Poor Princeſs, the malice of the evil ſpirit, who 
* ſaw the great treaſures of thy rare virtues, would 
* needs winnow and (ift thee. T heodsſins the falſe 
** Monk, a Miniſter of Satan, hath corrupted thy 
* fair and glorious ſoul. But courage, my daughter, 
*© thou ſhalt die in the faith, conſult no more with 
* me, thou ſeekeſt waters far off, having the Foun- 
* tain near at hand, It behoveth to addreſs thee to 
** Exthymins, who will ſerve as thy direQour in an 


This anſwer being related to Eudoxia, ſhe cauſ- 
ed this Exthymins to be ſought out on all ſides, who 
ſhould undertake this buſineſs. He was a venerable 
Hermit, having become hoary in the exerciſe of a 
long penance, and one who was hard to be found 
our, fo much he avoided light and the converſation 
of men, Notwithſtanding God permitted him to be 
found, and brought, as it were by torce,to the place 
where the good Empreſs was.$he ſeeing this bleſſed 


recus King of the Vandals, in ſetan Arian,reigning 40 old man, profſtrated herſelf at his feer, ſaying: ** Fa- 


in Africk,, to make a voyage into /taly, which he 
did with an huge Army,by means whereof he eaſily 
poſſeſſed himſelf of Rowe,where all was in diſorder, 
And as he came thither, rather led by his unquench- 
ableavarice then any motive of juftice,or piecy, he 
rifled all that which was rich and excellent, even to 
the treaſures of the Temple of Fernſalem, whereof 
ſome had ſtill been preſerved at Rome, ever fince 
Veſpafian.' Maximus, aiter he had reigned two 


* ther, l have lived long enough, ſince I have the ho. 
**nour to behold you, it is from your hand I expe 
*© the remedie of all my evils. The hily man raiſing 
* ber with m»ch ſweetneſs, Daughter { /aith ke) che 
* evil ſpirit hath coo much abuſed your creduliry :; 
* jr is time you open your -eys to ſeethie ſcourges 
* of God. All your ills have proceeded of nothing 
** bur Infidelity, And if now you deſire to be cured, 
*© there is bur one word'; ſtand no longer upon di- 


moneths, is knocked down, and rent like a ſacrifice, 50 © ſputation, but follow the Corincels of Vice and 


He, who in all charges had well thrived with ho- 


neſty, when he began to practiſe rreachery, faund 
that, which a great Prelate had aid in his Viſtory; 


*© Conſtantin: ple.Behold the ruleof your faith, which 
© you ſhall learn of 7chx Biſhop of Fe#»/alem, 
Euthymixs, after he had thus ſpoken to her, re.. 


Sidon. A- That great mens fortunes, like Scorpion, carry thiir turned tohis Cell, and ſhe goerh direRly to the 
pol. ub. 3: Venom in t heir tails, | Temple of Feruſalem,attended by an infinite number 
[orpins ut The Empreſs E xdoxia,who,to ſatisfy her feminine of Religious, lifting their hands to Heayen in thanks- 
eimaperie Paſſion, had made all this goodly innovation, in the giving tor this converſion.She abjureth the hereſie 
perenir fight ofthe great Pope S. Leo,who was ſpeRtatour of of E utyches, berween the hands of the Biſhop, and 

all rheſe calamities, mended not her marker: for ſhe, abſolely reconcileth her ſelf ro the Catholick 

with her twodaughters,were by this Barbarian car- 69 Church, with ſo much/fetvour and zeal, that ſhe 

ried into Africk,, one gf which bare her name, and ceaſed not all the reſt of her days to extirpate impi- 

was married to the Son of Genſeric:, who afterward ety, and amplifehe Church inall parts of the Zaſt 

poſleſſed the Sceptre : and the ocher was Pla:idia, where her power extended. 

ſent inthe end with her mother ro Coyftantixople,at- The good Empreſs thenled a life wholy celeſtial, worthy 
———, the deathof Martiarns.Beh61d terrible accidents. her ſoul being purged in the Furnace of painful tri- life. and 
onof :» FEndcxia our Pilgrime,after recital made to her of bulation, afterward purified more and more in the 5,212 
dexia, 


d&&ath of 


all chis rragedy, began ſeriouſly to open her eys,and love of God, held not of the body bur by a ſlender £#4oxa, 


laying her hand juſt upon the wound,ackrwledged thread, Her heart was an incenſe, daily diſſolved in- 
ſo many diſaſters had befallen her, for tlat ſhe had to the flames of her charity, ſending to Heaven its 
frayed from the rue faith, Thereupon,to ſettle her 70 fragrant exhalations, Her rwo eys were the Condu- 
wavering ſpirit, ſhe deputeth an Embaſſadour to its,by which penance with a powerful expreſſion di- 
holy Simeon Stilites,near the City of Antioch, ſtilled rears, which are as the near of the love of 


God ; : 
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God, her hands like thoſe of the Spouſe, true globes 
of gold,repleniſh'd with an ocean of bounty, poured 
through the Cirigs{@rid deſerts of Paleſtine. In every 
place nothing was to be ſeen but Churches and Ho- 
ſpitals, but houſes for the poor built at her colt ; ſo 
that an Authour named Cyril/zs, who lived in her 
time,aſſureth us,it was a g_ impoſſible to number 
them, God being willing to diſpoſe her paſſage our 
of this life by the exerciſe of ſo many good works. 
And being upon the confines of her laſt year, ſhe 
went to viſit a magnificent Church of St. Peter, 
whic\ ſhe had founded, and oe day repoſing near 
toa Ceſtern,where ſhe laboured for the good of the 
ſaid Church, ſhe began to caſt her eys upon a great 
number of Monaſteries, all near one to another, 
which were in the charge of her good father Euthy. 
mins, then m_ a deep affectionate ſigh, ſhe 
ſpake theſe words of the 24. Numeri: 0 Jacob, how 
fair are thy pavillions | O Iſrael, how excellent thy ta- 


Fortunate Piety. Part. r. 


at this diſcourſe. It ſeemeth ſouls (as Plato ſaich) 
g0 not but with = out of fair bodies, but this 
was t00 much diſengaged to do in thz end of thoſe 
days any unreſigned act, After ſhe had a long time 
talked ro Exmthymins, as one would with Angels, 
ſhe gave him the laſt adieu, full of hope to foo king 
at the Rendez-yous of all good men. Returning in- 
to Feruſalem, ſhe bad no other care, but to ſer a ſeal 
upon all her good works, then diſtributing whatſo- 


10 ever ſhe had to the poor, ſhe expected the ſtroke of 


death freely, and reſignedly : her foul was taken 
out of her body throughly ripened for Heaven, as 
fruit which onely expeRts the hand of the Mafter 
to gather it. She was about threeſcore years of 
age, having ſurvived Theodeſixs her husband, and 
Pulcheria, Flaculla, Marina, Arcadia; tor all of 
them went before her into the other world : ſhe 
was married at twenty years of age,ſhe ſpent twen- 
ty nine in Court,and as it were eleven in Feraſglem: 


bernacles ! Then turning her ſelf to a Gentleman of 2© ſhe deceaſed in the year of our Lord 459. the one 


her train, © Go( ſaith ſpe) ſeek out Enthymins,and 
* intreac him todo me the honor, that I once again 
** may ſpeak to him, If he ſhall ſay, be ſpeaketh not 
* with women, tell him I no longer know what ſex 
** is,and that I converſe onely with Angels. Emthy. 
mins inhis Cell had by revelation, that this Saint 
ſhould quickly pa to a better life, and he came di- 
rely to bring her the news thereof. The + mpreſs 
ſaluted him very courteouſly,and diſpoſed her heart 
to ſpeak to him touching a certain ſumm of money, 
ſhe deſired to give for the entercainment of hi; 
Monks: but the good man divining the thoughts oi 
Aer heart, ſaith ro her : *© Madam, trouble not 
**your ſelf for this money, there are other affairs 
6 which more concern you « know,you very ſhort. 
**ly muſt deparr our of this world, and now you 
** ought ro have but one care, whichs to entertain 
**your ſoul in that ſtate you deſiret ſhould part 
** out of this life. Exdoxta at the firſt was amazed 
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and twentieth year of Pope Leo, and the fourrh of 
the Emperour Leo, Succeſſour of Aartianns, A 
woman very miraculous among women, who ſeem- 
eth ſo much to have tranſcended the ordinary of 
her ſex, as men ſurpaſs Beaſts. More then an Age is 
required, ere Nature can produce ſuch creatures. 
They are born as the Pheaix, from five hundred to 
five hundred years, yea, much more rare. A preat 
beauty, great wir, great fortune, a great virtue, 


30 great combats, great viRtorics , to be born in a poor 


cottage, as a'Snail in his ſhell, and iſſue out to ſhew 
it ſelt upon the Throne of an Fmpire, and die in an 
hermitage ! all is great,all is admirable in this Prin- 


ceſs : but nothing more great, nothing more ad- 


mirable,then to behold a golden veſlel, with fails of 
linen,and cordage of {i1k,counterbuffed by ſo many 
ſtorms,overwhelmed, and even accounted as loſt, in 
the end happily to arrive at the haven. Behold her 
Porcraicture and Elopie. 
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Fortunate Pity. 


THEODOSII JUNIORIS CONJUX, EX HUMILI 

EORTUNA IN MAGNUM IMPERIUM TRANSCRIPTA SCEPTRUM VIR- 
TUTIBUS SUPERAVIT, COELESTIS INSTAR PRODIGIIL FOEMINA, 
INGENIO, FORMA, VITA, SCRIPTIS, ET RELIGIONE CLARISSIMA:CUM 
VICENIS NUPTA ANNOS XXIX. EGISSET IN IMPERIO, ET UNDECIM FER- 
ME IN PALASTINA, HIEROSOLYMIS RELIGIOSISSIMO EXITU VITAM 
CLAUSIT ANNO CHRISTI CDLX, ATATIS LIX: 


Upon the Picture of EU DO XIA. 


Divine, immenſe, although it ſeem to be, 


Fortun'd unparallel'd, Beauty ber own, 
*T was bat the Temble of the Deity, 


A ſpirit that admits no Paragon. 


ER example drew an infinite number ot great 
Has, to contempt of pleaſures and vanities 

of Court, to ſeek the Temple of repoſe in the 
deſerts of the Holy Land. Among others , _ 
Eudoxia her Grand-childe , who, as we have 
faid, was marriedinto Africk,, treading the world 
under foot with a generous reſolution, came with 
her Crown to do homage at the Tomb of her 
Grand-mother, kiſſed her aſhes, as of an holy Em- 
preſs, and was fo raviſhed wich the many monu- 
ments of Virtue ſhe had erected in the Holy Land, 
that there ſhe would paſs the reſidue of her days, 
and chooſe ber Tomb at the foot of that from 
whence ſhe derived her blood, and name, 

[t isa great loſs to us , that the learned books 
written by this Royal hand have been ſcattered , 
for thoſe varieties of Homer, whichare extant, are 
not Endoxia's. Phitins, much more ſubtile then 
Zonaras,co judge of the works of antiquity, maketh 


pire of Conftantinople, in the manage of Theodsſius 

of Pulcheria, of Martianas, under the rule of piety, 
and not ſay, Behold the world, which trembleth in 
all the parts thereof under the prodigious armies 
of Barbarians , who ſeemed defirous to rend the 
earch, and wholly carry it away in fire, and blood 
trom the centre ? Behold the Rowan Empire, which 
hath troden under foot all Sceptres and Crowns of 
the earth, ruined, di-membered,torn in a thouſand 


10 Pieces, in the hands of a vitious Emperour, who 


buried it under che ſhivers of his Sceptre : and be- 
hold, on the other ſide, God, who preſeryeth his 
T heodoſins, his Pulcheria, his Martianus , amon 

theſe formidable inundations , which caſt all the 
world into a deluge, as heretofore he did Noe in the 
revengefu! waters, which poured down from Hea- 
ven to drown the impurities of the earth. What 


Nurſe was ever ſo careful to drive a fly from the, 


face of her little Infant while it ſlept, as the Provi- 


no mention thereof in the recital of the writings of 20 dence of God ſhewed it ſelf affeftionatein the con- 


this divine ſpirit, but of her Ottoteuch, which he , 


witneſſeth to be a worthy, heroick, aad admirable 
Piece. Behold that which is moſt remarkable in the 
Court of T heodoſius. 

And verily for as much as concerneth the perſon 
of the Emperour, he did enough to make himfelfa 
Saint, by living ſo mortified in his paſſions, in che 
delights of a flouriſhing Courr.Itis a meer brutiſh- 
neſs, a very plague of man's ſoul, to make no ac- 


ſervation of theſe elevated Souls ? 

Obſerve the perſons preciſely, and conſider each 
in particular, What happineſs in the Empreſs E#- 
dexia , whileſt ſhe laboureth for the glory of Al- 
tars: God gave the heart of her husband into her 
hands, the World in honour at her feet, and alittle 
T heods ſis by her fide, who in his infancy maketh 
all the hopes of his Mother to bud, Bur as ſoon as 
this poor Princeſs, forgetting her duty and ſelf, 


count of Princes, but of certain braggards, vain, 30 contended with $. Zohn'Chry/oſtom,, behold her cut 


brain-ſick, and turbulenc ſpirits, who fill Hiſtories 
with yain-glorious bravadocs, whoredoms , mur- 
thers, and treacheries : theſe are they of wbom the 
ſpirit of fleſh{an enemy of God) proclaimeth falſe 
praiſes, and ſuch an one ſeemeth to himſelf ſuffici- 
ently great, when there appeareth a power in him 
ro do 11]. A calm ſpirit, united, docible, temperate, 
though he have nor'ſo many gifts of nature, is a 
thouſand times 'to be preferred before theſe vain. 


glorious and audacious, who are only wiſe in their 4 


own opinion, valiant in raſhnels, bappy in vice, and 
great in the imagination of fools. It is good to have 
the Piety of T heodoſps, and ro let over-much faci. 
licy work in praying,and pray in working : to have 
the beak and plurrage of an Eagle, and the mildneſs 
ofa Dove, to lay the Hide of a Lion ar the ſcet of 
the Statue of Piety. 

As for Palcheria, ſhe was the mirrour of perfe- 
ion among the great Princeſſes ofthe carth , yer 


down with the Sithe of death, carried away in her 
flowre , deprived of the contentment- and glory 
which ſhe poſſeſſed. Behold ſhe received a breach 
in her reputation, which cannot inthe memory of 
all ages be repaired. Her bones are in horrour and 
dread, till ſuch time as S. Chry/eftom , baniſhed by 


| her commandment , and returmng dead to Cox- 


ſtantinople,came to ſerve as an Anchor for the float- 
ing aſhes of this unfortunate Empreſs. 


o Conſider this litthe Theodsſizs, who even at his 


birth maketh che Idols ro fall, the Pagan Temples 
ro linck, and Hell ro houl under his feer. What glo- 
ry was it to bury the remainders of Idolatry, whac 
a Trophey to extirpate under his Reign ſo many 
Monſters of Hereltes - What celeſtial comfort, ro 
ſee in his time ſo many learned writings to be laid ar 
his feet? to ſee ſo many worthy men flouriſh , fo 
mary Saints; as Lres. Cyrils, C bryſe oftoms, Simeons 
Stilites ? to ſee the Church all garniſhed with ſtars 


not without her ſpots, bur ſtill giving water to waſh 5 © and lights ? to ſway a Sceptre more then fourty 


them away. And for Exdoxia, you finde in her 
what to rake g what to leave, manythings to imi- 
rate, few to reje&, bur an infinite number to ad- 
mire. Behold in the end the Fortanate Picty, which 
I have ſer before your eys as a golden Statue, not 
only to behold ir in paſling by, but to gild your 
manners wich the rays, and adorn your greatneſs 
with the glory thereot, 

Who will not admire the profp:rity of che Em- 


years 1n a peaceful Kingdom, among ſo many tem- 
peſts 2 and, which is more, to fall into ſome defects 
by ſudden ſarprizal, and HR them. by a happy 
repentance ?- to fee himſelf drawn by a-powertul 


hand from the brink of a Precipice, and in the end 
to yield up his ſoul in the midiz of Palms and good 
odours 07a glorious ife? -See yournot a Fortznate 
Picty, 
Bchold P-{cheria, as an Eagle on the topota Py- 
X raid, 
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ramide, which ever hath her eie on the Sun, and 
ſeeth all ſtorms broken and confounded under her 
feet. Was there ever a more Fortunate Piety ? 10 
ſay , thata Maid at fifteen years of age , ſwaying 
Emperours, and Empires, enchaining all hearts of 
the world , to. make her ſelf on earth a Crown, 
might boaſt to have had the Univerſal Church for 
trumpet of her praiſes, and from the government 
on Earth, to mount ro Heaven by ſo happy death, 
born as on a Chariot of Liberality, and Magnih- 
cence ! Where may one more manifeſtly ſee the 
happineſs of true and ſolid piety ? 

Behold Athenats, a filly Maid, who had not fo 
much as a poor Cottape tor ſhelter, as ſoon as ſhe 
embraceth Piety, and offereth the faculties of her 
Soul to the honour of Altars, behold her raiſed 
upon the Throne of the prime Empire ofthe world: 
atterward, as ſhe came alittle to forget God , he 
ſent her a very ſharp afMiRion, but as ſoon as ſhe 


Fortunate Prety. Part.1, 


Andifyou beſides deſire to ſee her fortunate pie- 
ty according to the world , is it nota blow from 
Heaven, to ſay, That all the race of Herod iſſued 
from his other wives was unlucky, miſerable, exe- 
crable, deprived of their Father's <ceptre, chaſed a- 
way, exiled, :{courged with whips trom Heaven, 
and the Grand-children of /A1ariamye , remained 
laſt in royal Thrones? Tigranes her Grand-childe 
deſcended from Alexander, was King of Armenia, 


16 crowned by the hands of the Roman Emperours. A- 


grippa the Great, iſſued rom Ariſtob»las, who ha- 
ving been fertered with an iron chain, through the 
cruelty of Tiberius , was ſent back to his Kingdom 
y Cains Ceſar, and honoured with a golden chain 
of like weight, with the ſame of iron, wherewith he 
had been tertercd. 
A9rippa the younge!t,nnder whom <, Paz plead- 
ed his cauſe, was preſerved from the horrible ſack 
of Fernſalem, as Lot from the flames of Sodom, and 


hath again recourſe tothe arms of Devorion, the 20 reigned in Tyberiade, and Fuliade, even to decrepir 


cloud of calumny caſt on her torchead diſſevereth, 
the ſtorm paſſeth away ,and her face all giittererh in 
lory ; and, which is moſt admirable , God layeth 
Fold of her even in the gulph of errour, whereinto 
a wicked hypocrite had caſther, re-conducteth her 
to Altars, receiveth her ſoulin peace, and cauſerh 
her to reign both in her ſelf and blood in all the 
three parts of the world : for ſhe held in perſon the 
Sceptre of Aſia, her daughter Exdoxia was marri- 


ed ro the Emperour of Rome, the Capital City of 30 


Eerope, and her Grand-childe was Queen of 4- 


« frick,, miraculouſly tinding a Kingdom in her own 


captivity. Is not this a Fortznate Picty ? 

Add alfo hereunto Afartianns, a poor Peaſant, 
who now had his neck under the Sword of the Exe- 
cutioner, falſly accuſed of a crime, whereof he was 
innocent ; and God taketh him by one hair of the 
head, delivereth him from ſhame and peril, marvel- 
louſly guiding him to the government of a great 


age, 

.j YI Grand-childe of Aſariamne, was Cx- 
tremely courted by the Emperour Titzs, entituled: 
The world's Darling. Another called Dr#ſi/[a, was 
married to Felix Governour of 7«dea, of whom is 
ſpoken in the As, God likewiſe recompenling the 
virtue ofthe Mother in the Children by ſome tem- 
poral favours: and all thoſe, who diſpoſed [them- 
ſelves to virtue, were fortunate, to make it appear 
by evident teſtimonies , that unhappineſs arifech 
from nothing but impiety. 

Theſe two Courts, the Hiſtories of which we 
have here repreſented, in my opinion ſufficiently 
ſhew the unhappineſs of impiety , and fortunate 
ſucceſs in the lives of Great-ones, when they are 
guided according ro the Laws of Heaven, 

If I hereafter ſhall continue this work, I will ur- 
fold, according to the ſucceſſion of Ages, the Elo- 
gies of great men, who in the practice of the world 


Empire, giveth him innumerable proſperities, and 40 flouriſhed in all piety, to caſt confuſion upon the 


indeed maketh him another Conſtantine. Ought not 
impiety to burſt with rage, and confeſs, that happi. 
neſs, greatneſs, benedictions, and favours of Hea. 
yen are for piety ? 

Here it may be, you will alſo have ſome remem- 
brance 'of the Court of Herod, where you have 
ſezn the poor Mariamne in virtue ſoillentreated, 
ard will think that piety in this creature was unfor- 
tunate. But if this thought occur, would it not cor- 


demn al! the Martyrs, and all the Saints, whoſe lives 50 


no:withiianding we ought to judge moſt happy, 
ſince th2c yvanquiſhing the petty mistortunes of the 
woric, {he hath fallen into the boſom of felicity ? 
Tell me, one hour of life in patience and tranquil - 


lity of foul, which this good Queen had among ſo. 


many ſtrange accidents , isit not more worth then 
the thirry ſeven years of her husband, all clouded 
with crimes, diſturbances, and fury ? Tell me, is it 
not a happineſs and an incomparable glory , that 


God would partake in perſecutions with this good 60 


Princeſs, ſuffering bimſclf by this ſelf fame man to 
be purſued, who had been che hammer of all her af. 
fictions ? !sit nothing to die in-«the Amphitheatre 
of Patierce, inthe Theatre of Honour by the ſame 
Sword, which was afterward unſheathed againſt 7c« 
ſus Chriſt ? 1s it nothirg to give up the life of a Pif- 
mire in exchange of an immortal glory on earch, 
and an happy repoſe in Heaven, 


LAUS 


foreheads of ſuch, who, being heirs of their blood 
and fortunes, alienare themſelves fo far from their 
merit, Yet cannot I abſolutely promiſe any things : 
firſt, Becauſe the exerciſe of preaching ard other 
miniſteries, afford me little leiſure to write, and 
alchough 1 might have ſome time for this purpoſe, 
yet have I ſome other labours upon the holy Scri- 
pture of a longer task, which would require their 
ſeaſon, Secondly, I ſee many worthy men , who 
much more ably can perform it, then my ſelf, my 
Talent is ſmall, and my Pen is flow, it can haſten no- 
thing, I muſt ponder my works before I publiſh 
them, though very imperfet, They ever ſeem to 
me roo ſoon to take flight and light : I would, as it 
were,perpetually hold them by the wings. Briefly, 
it is no ſmall labour to finde ſo many Saints in 
Courts. You know the Philoſopher, who ſearched 
for men witha Candle at Noon-tide, and had much 
ado to finde any : how much more difficult think 
you is it to meet with Saints, eſpecially in the de« 
crepitneſs of this age, wherein there is little vigour, 
and many maladies ? If you require books of me, 1 
ſay, give me Saints, although verily Irather ſhould 
endeavour to engrave fanftity in my manners,then 
writings, The time will come when books ſhall be 


Snawn by Moths on Earth, and works in Heaven 
elteemed. 
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To the Ricur HoNouRABLE 


EDWARD DSACE VILE 


' Earl of DorsEt T, Baron of BuckxukRsT, Lord Cham- 
berlain to the Queen's Majeſtie, Knight of the Noble Order of 
the Garter, and of his Majeſties moſt Honourable 


PRYTYTIE COUNCEL. 


RIGHT HONOURABLE, 


SBS He cminent, and well deſerved place, your Honour holds in the Court of her 
SS Majeſty, to whoſe gracious favour the firſt part of my Work was heretofore 
TS humbly conſecrated, emboldens me in the adventure of this preſent addreſs to 

t& your Honour ; nor ſhall there, 1hope, any notable diſproportion appear to 


» 
- — 
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erlon, 
: The great and general applauſe, with which France hath entertained the whole Work in 
the original, gave encouragement to my pen to continue that firſt labour in the tranflation 
of this Second piece, Here may be ſeen the Court of a great and glorious Prince ſtanding 
conſpicuous to all eys, like a goodly Fabrick raiſed on four tundamental columns ; two of 
which,theSouldier and theStates-man,may not improperly ſeem to refle on your Honour, 
The firſt, when in the fair occafions of his Majcſties fir employments, his juſt reaſon ſhall 
at any time call you forth into aCtion : the ſecond, in the preſent and frequent uſe he hath 
of ns well matured counſels : both which, by maſcaline courage and ſober wiſdom, apt- 
ly perſonated in Conſtantine and Boetinus, are here preſented tothe lite, as ſtrong patterns 
tor imitation. Itis your honours patronage, that thus brings them withthe rett into the 
fruition of Engliſh air, and me by this opportunity, into the grateful acknowledgment of 
many fayours received from your Honour, which fince 1 cannot make known by more re- 
al demonſtrations, I offer this poor endeavour to ſupply the plentiful defires of him, who 
reſolves to perfiſt, 


The humble devoted ſervant of your Honour, 
26 MR 59 T. HL 
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TO THE 
ISDOM of GOD INCARNATE. 


a9) Ternal WISDOM, Supream INTELLIGENCE, behold me 
ENS proſtrate before the Abyſs of your great and Divine lights, to offer up 
the homage of my perſon and book, acknowledging the nothing both 
ofthe one and other; and proteſting to have neither ſpirit nor pen, 


which is not of You and for You, who are the ſource of good thoughts, 
and accompliſhment of all praiſe-worthy diſcourſes. 
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The Deſign and Order of this B o o's. 


E have, to ſpeak properly, but two great Books, Heaven and the Bible, which ſhall never periſh: The reſt 
ww bear ſome ſway, and have ſome lalting among men, yet in concluſion we finde their ends ; but the molt part 
of thoſe which are written in theſe days,fall into the world as drops ot Rain into the Sea, of which the Ocean 
neither fceleth the approach nor departure, I expoſed my firſt Tome of the HOLY COURT, amiditfuch a throng 
of Writers, as it werewith this conceit, thinking | carried alittle dew into a great River, and that when I had ſp: ken 
ſome truths, as it were paſſing along, 1 ſhould in my birth, bury my ſelf in the Tomb of ſo many Volumns ; which is ex- 
cuſable by the law of neceflity, and honourable for the nultitude and quality of thoſe, which are there to be ſound. 
Notwithſtanding I ſee that God, who guideth our lives and pens, hath been pleaſed this work ſhould gain ſome ettima- 
tion, and that, as it hath exceedcd the merits of its Authour, fo hath it ſurmounted his hope, expoling it ſelt with ſome 
fruit and comfort, by an endeavour which 1 ſhall never think ill employed. 
This hath again put the pen into my hand,to continue what I had begun, whereunto ſuch Honourable perſonages have 


perſwaded me, with motives ſo reaſonable, that having ſmall ability to undertake a ſecond labour, I had likewiſe leſs 
power torefuſe it. 


Such as complain, my pen hath not ſoon enough ſatisfied their deſires, muſt remember, tht though rardineſs be a 


mother ſomewhat unplealing, yet are not the children therefore deformed. The produ@tion of good Books ſhould not 
reſemble that of certain Bi 


born ; butwe mutt along time form and foment tiem in our niinds, that they may appear in publick : for it is a very 


poor bulineſs, by precipitation to be able to hope no other thing, but through hatte to fail, that you may repent at leifure. 
| rather {ear the reproach of raſhneſs then delay, becauſe in this mortal ſtate whereia'we live, all our perfeRteſt ations are 
no other then groſs efſays of perfeftion. 

This may be ſpoken without extenuating the worth of ſome celeſtial wits, who make expedition , and goodneſs walk 
hand in hand 3 it being abſurd, that thoſe who are unable to imitate them, ſhould boaſt inſirmities oppolite to their abie 
lities. For my part, I content my ſel? to aiford good liking and admiration to the Works of others, reſecring nothing 
elſe but labour ior mine own. And although, notwithſtanding my endeavour, 1 never finde ſufficient ſatisſattion in this 
Book, to pleaſe thoſe Readers whom I have found ſo propitious, yet doubt not but I have in ſoc fort anſwered their 
delires. 

For in this ſecond Volumn I treat of the Courts of Conſtantine the Great, the two Talentinians, Gratian, Theodoſius the 
Elder, Theodorick in Boetius his cauſe, Clodovens, Cloiilda, Levigildus, Hermingildus, and Indegondrs, in ſuch ſort, that 
have {eleRed the principal ſanRities of G:eat-ones in the fi:it lix Ages of Chriſtianity, which will not be fleightly valu- 
ed by thoſe, who better love to finiſh a Work then unboundedly dittend it. 

Moreover alſo, to be better then my promiſe, 1 my firit Volumn having taken the Court in general, I here deſcend 
into particulars : and there being four forts of perſons, which compoſe the life of Great-ones, that is to ſay, the Prelate, 
the Souldier, the States-man, and the Court-Ladie, 1have made a brief Table of the conditions nece{lary in every tate, 
couched in four Diſcourſes, purſued with as many Books of Hiltories, which contain excellent Models of virtues, pro- 
per to all orders and ſtates of life, in perſons molt eminent. 

[ can aſfure my Reader, theſe Summaries of Precepts, which I have ſo contracted in fo few words'it being in my pow- 
er to enlarge chem in divers Volumns) are not unvproficable 3 and the Hiſtories are ſo choſen, that belides their majeſty, 
which unfoldeth the goodlielt affairs and paſſages of Empires in the beginning of their Chiittianity, rliey have alſo a 
certain {yeetneſs, which ſolid ſpirits (hall finde as much to tranſcend fables and modern elcquence, as the fatisfaftion of 
truth ſurpaſſeth the illuſtons of Sorcerers. 

You ſhall perpetually therein obſerve a large Theatre of the Divine providence,'wherein, God himfelf knoweth, I 
have no other aim, bur to dignifie Virtue, and depreſs Vice, without any refletion upon the perſons of theſe times, no 
more then 1f I wrote in the Reign of Chariemain or Saint Lewis. 1 heartily entreat all thoſe ſpirits of application, who 
cannot hold their noſe over a piece of work, unleſs they finde it to ſuit with their own fantalies, imagining that all Itera- 
rure 15 the eccho of their own thoughts, that if they have any Commentary to produce, they would rather make glofſes 
upon their own dreams, then my Books, We are not as yet, God be thanked, in ſo miſerable an A ec, that we dare not 
offer ſacrifice 'to truth without a diſpuite, fince 1t 15 the glory of Great-ones, openly to Wage War agaiult Vices,as thei: 
£reateit Enemies. 

For to ſreak truly, after T had preſented my Firſt Tome at the feet of the ſacred perfon of our great King, I likewiſe 
conhidered in his Court rich and reſplendent lights, in all orders, which might ſerve as Models for my Treatiſes, : but to 
avoid attefation of all worldly complacence, 1 have purpoſely declined it 3 my nature and habit having already fo alte- 
nated me from all woridly pretences, that irwould prove painful to me ro cowt any man, i he had not Heaven and the 
Stars to give me for reward, 
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irds, which according to the ſaying of an Antient, iſſue from their mothers betore they are © 
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Cenrum 
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THE-DES1G-N. 


For ſo much as concerneth the form of writing, obſerved by me in this Second Volumn, I will truly confeſs to my 
Reader, that | have therein procceded, rather guided by ay proper Genius, then art, or cunning. And although I here- 
tofore have been curious enough to read and obſerve all, what ever Greek or Roman eloquence hath produced of worth, 
yet | confeſs there 1s a certain ray of God, which encounteiing with our ſpirit,and mixing With natnre,'1s more knowing 
then all precepts ; . and | may affirm this for the 1witrudtion of Youth, which hath asked my opinion concerning the 
qualities and conditions of! ſtile. True it is, I haye handled wany books, written in all Apes, and have tuund the wiſeit 
of them to be elevated in conceits and words, above the ordinary itrain, but always free from affeRtation, Others are ſo 
paſſionately enamoured of certain | Courtſhips of Janguage {which are capital enemies of perſwalion, and which we 
molt eſpecta!ly ought to avo.d in diſcourſes of Piety, the nerves whereof they weaken, and blemiſh the luſtre, tince e- 
ven thoſe who ſpeak tous out of Chairs, by word or writing, although in terns deſcreetly modeſt, make the leſs im- 
prefſions on our hearts ) and many.times ſo ſeek after their own reputations, as they forget how much they are engaged 
to truth. We ſce ſome, who through over-much wit ſearch out ſtrange ways, conceptions different from common un- 
derſtanding, words extravagant, and in all things ſo vehemently adore their own imaginations, that they cannot endure 
any but themſelves in paper (which is the cauſe they very ſeldom meet with the habit of humane underſtanding, as being 
true Citizens of Plato's Common- wealth) of ability to controle all, and to do nothing. Some glory in barrenefſs, and 
would willingly be diſpleaſed with God,that he hath more plentifully ſown Stars in ſome parts of the Heaven then in 0s 
thers:they can brook nothing that is generous, without ſnarling at ir,and taxing itfuppoling beauties and ſplendours are 
defe&s, becauſe they ſurpaſs their capacities. Finally, there ace fome,who ſo furniſh themielves, with the worth of others 
ceaſeleſs allegations, that they frame diſcourſes like to thofe Helenas all of gold where we can finde nothing but Drapery 3 
not being able to diſtinguiſh the hand from the foot, nor the eye trom the face, I enter not into the conlideration of our 
times, having learned rather to regard the Wot ks of the meaneſt Writers then cenſure them, But, to ſpeak lincerely, I 
never thought it fit to adviſe or purſue ſuch courſes: and as in this Work L haye not wholly declined Learning,nor orna- 
ment of Language, which I ſuppoſed apt for the purpoſe, endeavouring many times to enchaſe them with ſeemly ac. 
commodation 3 10 hayeI been unwilling to repleniſh my leaves with Authours and Foreign tongues, this being under- 
taken rather to pe: {wade virtue among men eminent, then to hill the common places of young Students, 

, I ikewiſe have (6 intermingled my ityle, that not deſcending into a petty = age of complement,which had been be- 
low my ſubje&, I thovght to make it intelligible, yea even unto thoſe who make no profeſſion of arts or ſtudy. My onely 
aim is to ſpeak, and to be underſtood, perſwaded thereunto by the ſaying of Philo, that Speech and Thought are two 
liſters;the youngelt whereof is created;that the eldeſt may be known. Ihaye more laboured upon the weight of ſentences 
then ornaments of words, not at all pretend ng to the honour of earthly pens,which we daily behold to grow in ſo many 
Authours of this Age, who would be much more abſolute, did they apply themſelves to graver ſubje&s, and in ſome ſort 
imitate the Sun, who affording admiration tothe world, hath none himſelf. 

Notwithſtanding it often happeneth, not with the molt eminent Writers, who ordinarily are endowed with much 
modeſty, bt certain extremely profane wits, to1dolatrize their own inventions, to condemn all treatiſes of worth and 
value ; ' that it is impoſſible to be eloquent in our nguage, but in the expreſſion of yanities and impurities. Truly, if 
queſtion were made tojudg of French eloquence, the riches of Babylon are not ſo exquitite, as to be compared with the 
beauties of £70n, 

Whileit there are letters and men, there ſhall eyer be praiſes for the excellent Books, which come from the pens of fo 
many worthy Prelates,and other perſons of quality 3 yea,even from the Laity, who haye exerciſed their ityle upon argu- 
ments, Chaite, Honourable, and well-worthy of all recommendation, I ſpeak this as it were by the way, having at this 
time no purpoſeto enlarge upon recital of an infinite number of able men, who ſtand ready with pen in hand ; nor like- 
wiſe to commend thoſe of my habit, who have expoſed their excellent labours to publick view, and which I know 
might be well waited on by a large number of choice wits of the ſame Society... 

But for as much as concerneth my ſelf, I have already diſcharged my promiſe, and doubt not, but that in theſe four 
Models, | have ſufficiently comprized the whole ſcope of my deſign. For the reſt, I think the Books of devotion that are 
publiſhed,ought to be rare and extraordinarily well digeſted; becauſe ſuch is the quantity of themzthat the number ofAu- 
thours will quickly exceed the proportion of Readers. Diſtalt is a wormwhich ſticketh on the moſt reſplendent beauties; 
and although a thing may be excellent, we muſt not therefore glut any man with ſuperfluity, left good offices turn into 
contempt, and charity make it ſelftireſom, Yet ſo it is, that we muſt confeſs, pieces well ſelefed and curiouſly handled 
can never (p ſuperabound in nuniber, as to offend thoſe,who can diitinguiſh of merit. 

For if it be true, as I have heard, that there are many good and learned Religious men of divers Orders, who prepare 
themſelves to write upoz this ſame ſubjeR, I am very glad, and protelt it ſhall be acceptable to me, becauſe ſo they may 
perfe(t what ] have begun, with more profit then my ſelf. 

Nore here the cauſe why I ſtay my pen, andif there be ought good in this Volumn, Ilook upon it as that Mirrour, 
which was fixed on the wall of the Arcadian Temple, where thuſe who beheld themſelves, ſaw in ſtead of their faces, the 
repreſentation of the Divinity they adored. So in all this, which here may profit my Reader, | ſee nothing of mine 
own, but in it acknowledg the Father of Light, who is the ſource and end of all, which is in us eſteemed laudable, and 
whom I humbly beſeech, if there be any thing attraRive in this Diſcourſe, he would be pleaſed to draw it upward, as the 
Adamant, tranſporting ſach as ſrall read it to the love of their CREATOUR, to whom is due the tribute of all 
honour, as to Him who 1s the beginning of all perfeftions. This Is the onely coinfort of our labour : for, not to difſem. 
ble a truth, he that more regardeth to write then to live, courting his pen, and nepJeRing his own conſcience, ſhall al- 
ways have trouble enough to deſend himſelf from Moths, Rats, and Oblivion. And though he ſhould be laden with 
the applauſes of the whole world, in a paſſionate life, it weie but to gain a lilly ſacrifice of ſmoak without him, to har- 
bour fire and tempeſts within his own houſe, | 

[r is ſaid, tht Stars by contribution of their rays, ſtrengthen the aftiviry of Hell-fire 3 and I may fay, all the lights of 
underſtanding and reputation will ſerve but to encre:iſe 11:© rorments of a reprobate ſoul, who huts his eys againit God, 


pn OR — wee: ——_ 
es en N n 


TO 


TO THE 


&--0-9-1-£ + £1, 


Dedicated to the 


= CHURCH. 


Q He Benefits you have received from God, and Examples the If cal-publick expetteth from 
you, are ſo eſiential obligattons of duty, that when we ſpeak of the Piety of Great»oner, . 

you inſtantly are ſeletted out to beld the firſt rank therein, and to be the cauſe, that Vir- 
tues, which ever are voluntary, may turn, as it were, into title of neceſſity. For, to joyn 
the Clergy to Nobility, is to connett two things together, which are both in Nature, and 
the Goſpel, very eminent. It ts to profeſs one's ſelf an honeſt max by Birth, and Dignit 9, 
to ſtand on a Pinnacle, and ſerve as a Torch, to change your Word into Law, and Life into E xample. 

The Biſhops of all Ages have been eſteemed among ſt men, as the Stars in the Firmament, whereof the 
Prophet Daniel /peaketh 5 as the Senatonrs of Heaven,the Fathers of the Common-wealth,the I nterpres Daniel 12. 
ters of God, the Mediatours of the Marriage contrated between the Lamb and the heavenly Jeruſalem. % 2 


This ts the cauſe why we ever think it ts to defire a good work , to deſire a Biſheprick, taking the words > gs 
of the Apoſtle in a ſenſe, which flattereth ſenſuality, informeth not the Conſcience : but now, that the Safe oven 


ſave to Offices, and ſecular Dignitter, is cloſed up from many with bars of Gold and Silver, whom birth Eterarchias 
[eemeth to invite thereunto 5 they hope to repair themſelves on the ſþotls of the Church, where ſuch as pro- 
ceed by ſenſual and worldly ways, often-times finde poyſon and death hidden under a ſeeming ſweetneſs. 

Fer, Sirs, we muſt tell you, your Dignitzes, how eminent ſoever they be, are like the roof” of the Temple yillapan: 
in Jeruſalem, wh:ch had Flowers among gilded Prickles 5 in my opanien to teach Biſhops, that Mitres ** 29" 
bordered with gold, and diverſified with ſtones, bave notwithſtanding their points and prickings, _ oitof jo 

Had we as many eys open towards Heaven, as Heaven openeth to behold here below the moſt ſecret te To 
ations of men, we ſhould be ſtrucken with herrour to ſee an Eccleſiaſtical Dignity fall to the lot of a de- *i*9bb. 
praved Soul, which changeth all the abilities theresf to incentives for ſin, aud to make of hzs proper bo © = 
nours the tru? ſnares of his Soul, 

But it is a common diſaſter.that the ſmoak , which in the book of Toby driveth away the Devils,doth 
bere daily ſurpriſe men. IWe ſtick on apparences, and if we retain ſome Maxims of Verity, we uſe them 
as Letters written with the juice of a Lemon, which can hardly be read but by the help of fire. 

So,that when the day of Judgment ſhall manifeſt it [elf by fire, and, that at the departure of the Soul, Hermon: 
flames ſhall be preſented to enlighten it, even to the bottom of the Conſcience, then ſhall it be, when all the yit%a i 


prima (cri. 


knowledgaof virtue, which we here on earth retain ſo poor and languiſhing, ſhall appear with enflamed -_ = 
charafers for our condemnation. 


It is an admirable thing, which the good Cardinal Hu go, who flouriſhed about four hundred years ago, 
as he lay on his death.bed, where, with much advantage the vanities of the world are diſcovered, and, 
when perhaps ſome too indiſcreetly flattered him upon the (þlendour of his dionity, {pake in the voree of an 
Oracle ; Take away theſe vanities, for I proteſt, it it were to do again, 1 had rather dic in a The life of 
Monaſtery covered with leprofie, then with the ſcarlet Robe of a Cardinal, my 

Yet notwithſtanding this man had been [olittle idle, that beſides the Concerdances of the Bible,which 
he compoſed, and the Commentaries be made upon the whole Corps of holy Scripture, be ſo couragiouſly 
employed himſelf in the exerciſe of good works, that being drawn out of the excellent Order of $. Do- 
minick, he retained all his former virtues, which found no change in him, but that they added to their 
native beauty the luſtre of authority, I ſpeak this, not toinform Prelates, from whom I ſhould receive 1:2: 
ſtrudt/on, but to repreſent to ſo many of the young Nodility, as wenow daily behold advanced to Eccleſia 
flical charges, the peril there is in Prelacies, which are not guided by the paths of a pood Conſcience. 

Itis a monſtrous thing ( ſaid holy S. Bernard ) ro hold the higheſt place, and have the So 
loweſt Courage, the firſt Chair,and the laſt Lite,a Tongue magnificent, and an Hand flothful; to C3Þs Fo 
much noiſe about you, and little fruit, the countenance grave, and ations light ; great au- 
thority, and no more conftancy then a Weather-cock. 1t were a better fight to behold an 
Ape on the houſe-top, and ſmoak in a Candle-ftick, then a man diguified without merit. 

Or the contrary part, when Science and Virtue agree with Nobility, to make up a oood Church-man, it 
2s ſo plortous @ ſpettacle, that it may be ſaid, God,to produce it on earth, hath taken a pattern from him- 
ſelf in Heaven. 1 wiſh no more fazthful witneſſes then this Prelate, which 1 ſhall preſent unto you in this 
firſt Treatiſe, after I have made a brief Summary of Precepts, which T have purjaſely compriſed in very 
few Papes , to render them the readier for the underſtanding ;, well knowing, there are ſtore of Books 
largely enough dilating on this Subjce, the lenpth of which I have avoided to attend the matter. 

I wiſh it may have an effect in your hearts worthy of your courage, that honouring your Dignity ſor 
Virtue, Virtue may enoble you with Titles of true Glory, 
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THE P.KELAT E. 


' The Firſt SECTION. 


That it is convenient the Nobility ſhould gevern the Church, 


Begin by the Altar to meaſure the 


Prelate before your eys, who bare 
Nobility into the houſe of God, and 
there furniſhed himſelf with all the 
virtues, which made him' ſpeak like an Oracle, and 
live as a true Image of Diyinity. the Platoniſts 
[ay, the whole order of the world deperdeth on 1n- 
telligences, which bear ſway in the motion of the 
firſt Heaven, and we in imitation of them may ſay, 
all the good of Chriſtendom proceeds from the ex. 
amples of Eccleſiaſtical men, to whom the Son of 
God hath conſigned his authority on their brows, 
his word in their mouths, his blood and Church into 
their hands. For if Bees, ingendred of the body of a 
Bull, carry in their entrails the very form of that 
Bull from whence they are derived; by a'much more 
juſt Title the people will bear the marks of thoſe, 
whom God hath given chem for DoRours, and Fa- 
thers, whether it be by correſpondence of nature, 
through cuſtom, or by imitation, which ever hold a 
very great predominance over ſpirits diſpoſed to 
receive their impreſſions. Bebold the cauſe why a 
Prelate, who liveth conform to his profeſſion, im- 
Pu the ſeal of the Son of God on all thoſe ſouls 
e goyerneth,and produceth himſelf in as many ob- 
jets as he hath imitatours of his virtues. As on the 
contrary part, he who liveth ill in great Nobility, 
and Dignity,is a Seraphin in appearance, but a Sera- 
phin without eys, without heart, without hands, 
which hath wings of a profane fire, able ro burn the 
Propitiatory, it God afford not his helping hand. 
And for as much as we at this day ſee the Nobili- 
ty aſpire to Fccleliaſtical charges, and many fathers 
to diſpoſe their children thereunto, ſometimes with 
more fervor then con':deration,it hath cauſed me to 
undertake this Treatiſe for the Nobility which dedi- 
cate themſelves to the Church, as well ro ſhew the 
purity of intention they ought to exerciſe therein, as 


\ Temple of the Holy Court, and ſet a- 


and we have cauſe to praiſe God, when we ſee the 
children of Noble Houſes to diſpoſe themſelves to 
Prieſthood, not by oblique and: finiſter ways, but 
with all the conditions which their blood requirech 
and ſacred dignity exaRteth in ſo noble a ſubjeR. * 
Why ſhould we deny them Mitres, Croſiers.and 
eminency in the Church? o far is their birth from 
miniſtring any occalions of the contrary, that it ra- 
ther affordeth them favour both to undertake ſuch 


ro Charges with courage and diſcharge their conſcience 


with all fdelity. 
The reaſons hereof are evident. For firſt, we muſt 
aver, that by how much the more honourable the 
charges are, ſo much therather they are proper for 
ſuch as make profeſſion of honour, provided always 
on the other ſide, they have qualities ſuitable to 
thoſe miniſteries they pretend to exerciſe. And are 
there any in the world more ambitious of honour 
then Noblemen?Otentarion is the laſt ſhirt chey pu 


20 off, and where can you find a more ſolid, and emi- 


nent honour, then that which is derived from the 
lawfull adminiſtration of Eccleſiaſtical funRions ? | 
Ariſtotle faith, Truths which tragſmit themſelves OF = 


through the commen ſenſe of every may, get into credit 8” 
4s it were by the degree of nature. Now ſuch hath been © 


Xenophs n. 


the eſteem of all Nations, that Kingdoms, and Com- 1. 4. de fa- 
mon-wealths being eſtabliſhed upon Religion, and i & 6i- | 
temporal juriſdiction, as on two columrs , Religion ghar 
ſo much the more excelleth politick government, as exiam Co- 


30 things divine tranſcendently ſurmount humane. And © 


Ge oh y; _ : : Strabs 
or this cauſe, favours, priviiedges,& preheminences, Geograph, 
have ever been given ro Prielts 1n the greateſt and _ 
moſ? flouriſhing Monarchies and Common: wealths 1|b.:,. ca. 
of the world,as we may ſee in Biſtories, & as the pq- 34. Vas 
, P hy . 2 y Ei 12 
licy ol the eAEgyptians, Aſſy: tns,Chaldearis, Medes, cn. 
Perfrans,Griciant, Remons (anls and other netions, Azatii:« 
[he honour of Pricfihood gained ſo much on the t;**.. 
hearts of all peopiz thar the Monarchs 0f the earth © 
ſcemed not to rule bur with one arm. if they made 


ro give them a fair diſcovery of the goodiy and glo- 4 not in ore and the ſame perſon the alliance of prieſt- 


rious ations they ought to purſue in the practice 


! 


thereof. I here will firlt offer you a ſimple draught, 


which 1 afterward intend to adorn with the great- 


neſs of St. Ambroſe, as with morelively colours. 


Plato rejoyced 10 behold Princes and Govern- 
ours of Common-wealths to become Philoſophers, 


hood ard Royalty : ſo that oftentimes they ſhewed 
themſelves as depraved in their. proceedings ; as 
greedy in matter of honour, 

The Reman Emperours,who ſtretched their autho- 
rity as far as the point of their Lance could be ex.. 
tended, and who needs would be Commanders of 

arms, 


Part 2, 


Arms,to become thereby Maſters of Lawsfailed not 

to joyn the Mitre with che Diadem, and as ſoon to 

make themſelves great Prelates,as great Emperours;, 
thinking by this means to have the more power 0- 

yer the hearts of the people, and the lefs oppoſition 

for reſiſtance, when they had deprefled the forces, 

which might give ſome remarkable counterpoize to 

Taro. ad their greatnels. And it is an admirable thing , that 
2"t;, the firſt Chriſtian Emperours,as Conſtantine and his 
383, num. children, ſtill retained che ricles of the Great Poxti- 
6, ovens fices of Gentiliſm, as a Maxim ot State, leſt forego. 
omcs Pore 10, this fantatie of dignity , they ſhould behold 
:fics re» themſclves bereaved of ſome Jewel of their Crowns. 
This is to authorize my propoſition, which ſaith, 
True Honour belongeth to Eccleſiaſtical charges, 
when they are well adminiftred: ſince the Monarchs 
of the world, from the very abuſe of theſeDignities, 
have derived glory : but to deſire them for honour, 
is to diſhonour the dignity by the unworthyneſs of 


b tle 
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ment of his life: notwithſtanding to accommodate 
himſelf co the laws of that nature, which he had af- 
ſumed , ſpared not to work by humane ſcience, 
which Divines call experimental, So in the govern- 
ment of the Church, though be ſometimes operates 
without any regard had to dependance on the ordi- 
nary courſe, which himſclt hath eſtabliſhed, as when 
he took ſimple fiſher- men, tro make them Maſters 
over the Sages, and Initrutters of Morarchs, yet 


19 at other times proceeding in a common ſtrain, and 


more uſual to nature, he choſe men of note ard au- 
thoriry, to employ them in the large contines ot his 
Empire and juriſdiction, | 
So drew he Aeſes trom Pharaoh's Court ,to make : 

him the God of Pharach : fo for Princes among the 
Gentiles, which he meant to enrole nnder his {tand. 
ard,he ele&ted Kings and Sages; ſo,after he had con- 
{tiruted his Churchtunder the government ot a poor 
fiſher. man of Galilee, he took one derived from the 


your delire, So many [ins now adays caſt them. 20 blood of Emperours, whom he made his Succeſſour, 


ſelves athwarc the ſmoak to court a cloud , that 
there is almoſt no love lefr, but for falſe Deities, 
That which maketh Eccleſiaſtical men honourable 
is, well to uſe their titles, and embelliſh their char. 
ges with the ornament of rheir lives. Otherwiſe all 
this petty gaudery, which we ſee ſparkling round 
about them, is very lictle, Ir is not the Mitre,which 
maketh the 2iſhop, but ro be eſteemed worthy of 
the Mitre by tranſcendency in virtue, is to be more 
then a Biſhop without merit. 
Sape1'9r%.. Sometimes we beholding the Metcors of the air 
corena,qua Imagine to ſee Crowns abour the Sun and Stars, 
"e ven*®* which really are nothing but vapours, compoſed of 
| roqneng IMP groſs air, which il|utton colourerh, our imagination 
exral.\.1, figurerh, and the wind ſcattereth, This is to make 
© ** - foolsbelieve there are Crowns encompalling this 
mighty Star. The Sun is adorned ſufficiently with his 
proper rays, ſhould he borrow his brightneſs from 
the vapours of the earth , he would no longer be 


to wit, S.Clcment , fo he cauſed in divers occaſions 
Ambroſes,Gregories, Leos,Calixtuſes,toariſe,and fo 
many others ot moſt honorable extraction, that chey 
might bear Nobility as a dowry into the boſom of 
the Church, which they had fo happily governed. 
This Nobility was to their dignity as a gilded cafe 
toa rich tabler, as gold to the diamond , beaury of 
body to the ſoul, habiliments to the grace and garb 
of body. They had more luſtre, more ſplendour, 


30 morereſolution; and the ſubjects, who have not al- 


ways intentions ſo pure in rendering honour to Fc- 
cle{ialticks,as not ro regard the exteriour ornament 
of their qualities, and conditions, became more obſd+ 
quious to their commands, having nor boldneſs e- ® 
nough to contradict eyen thoſe, who by right of 
their birth had as ſoon entered into Empire, as life, 
How many times had ſecular powers been ſeen '0 
tranſgreſs their limits, to uſurp on the C.hurch, and 
what diſorder had we beheld to ariſe from the pro- 


the Sun. Even fo is it, when with a terreſtrial and 40 ſecution of this confuſion, had nor the hand of God 


impure eie we con{:der ſome exteriour marks of Fc- 
cleſiaſtical dignity : we think ſuch chings make Pre- 
lates, and we therein are deceived, for they are va- 
pours of the earih, which the wind ſooner or later 
will diſlipate.He chat will be truly reſplendent,muſt 
within Iimſelf bear che fcource of his own light, 
Herein conhifteth the moſt excellent form ot ho- 
nour, when a Prelate allieth ({incericy of life ro the 
dignity of his piace, and that to ſerve as anexample 


raiſed Eccleſiaſticks of noble houſes, of great autho- 
ricy,of much courage, to ſuſtain the ſhock,to tie the 
hands of the factious, and puniſh the boldneſs of che 
moſt daring ; to call back (as 7b faith) rhe prey our 
of the teeth of iniquity, and make a Niadem'to him- 
{elf wholly compoſed of actions of juſtice, magnani- 
mity,religion.in this manner more reſplendent then 
it he had poſſeſſed all the pearls of che Orient? 
Wha a fair field of Battle, what goodly Palms, 


for all noble ſpirits, who make eleion to be of the Fo whar bright glory hacha noble foul, ro make it (elf 


Church, he adv anceth his extraction by the luſtre 
of vircues, which are as rays refleing from che 
Divine greathicls. | 
I fay tor a ſecond reaſon, That when Noble-men 
hold Eccleſiaſtical Offices, and therein employ their 
whole extent of duty,we may hop2from their mini- 
ſteries, not only more radiance, but fuccour alſo, as 
from ſuch as command with greater authority,and 
make themſclves to be obeyd with more advantage, 


a brazen wall for the deſence of the Church, and 

obtain of God the bleſling pronounced by the Pro- 

pher 7/aiah,in favour of the High-Prieſt Eliach:m ? jc ,,. 

W hat a glorious honour is it, to be ſet in a place of Fa»: 

truſt,to be planted by the hand of God to ſerve as a , 1 

prop for the houſe of God, to be the ſear of glory j4, & 

tor the Lord of Hoſts, to carry the movables, riches, © 4” 

and greatneſs of the Church on his ſhoulders ? Rhee 
Finally, For a third reaſon, to condu& the Nobi- /. &> 


. _ ew . © . a ne . . 9. . IT 4 lent 
It is undoubredly true, char God ſufficiently ma- 60 lity to Eccleſiaſtical Dignities 15 to bring ir into its; 


Kerh it appear,he hatli no need of men,when purpc- 

. ing to ſtretch out his arm ro ſome extraordinary a- 
cions,he oftentimes extracerh creatures fromdregs 

and duſt, ro fer them in Thrones.and eſtabliſh them 

with fuch authority, that he caufeth the powers of 

the earth to bow under their commands, who bear 

the decrees of Heaven, whicli hath been ſeen in the 

infancy of the Church, and in the ſequel thereof, 

8. Thm.z, through all ages : yer muſt we ſay, that, as our $a- 
part 4. 39. yiour, although he had a ſcience increate as God, a 


er &6::18 


houſe. All things willingly return to their ſcource, own 2/5. 
The waters ceale not to glide along, to render 7 © 
themſelves to the Ocean. The rays of the tun touch 7 © 
the earth, not forſaking their ſtar, the branches of 
the Tree offer the homage of thetr verdure, leaves, 
and fruits, to the root : he gocth well, that haiten- 
eth to his beginning, 

Now (o it 1s, that the greateſt part of the Church 
endowments came from the Nobility, who then de- 
ſpoiled themſelvesto cover the Altars,and now ma- 


ſcience infuſed as a Propher, a ſcience of bearitude, 7® ny unveil the Alcars to cloath themfelves.{f you (O 


as he, who was poſleſſour thereof from the firſt mg- 


Noble-men) deſire to enjoy the patrimony ; which 
Y yonr 


| &-4>, 
your Anceſtours have left to the Church,you ought 

not to ſeek it by unlawful, miſchievous, and tyran- 

nical ways, but by means proportionable to the in- 
tentions of thoſe, who laid thoſe rich foundations, 

3rech, 14, 0d what intentions had they, but to cut the Trees 
nog Baſan to make Oars for the Veſlel of $. Perer, but 
Baſan do/a- tO lay their wealth at the feer of God, who, accord- 
te mrew®' ing to the Propher, made himſelf a foot-ſtep of Sap- 


nevis Thriz © .D 
dvites ſecu- Pires, to ſerve as a Ladder for glory, but to enter- 
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appeared in the Church of God,as thoſe artient Na- 
tues made by the hand of Polycletes, Phidias and Sy /;» 
pprs, there was nota lineament in them which ſpake 
not, But when gold and ſilver began to ſway more 
then ever, the rich, allured with the wealth .of the 
Church, brake a way through by thehelp of conten.. 
rions,authority,& command, which filyer gave them 
over the prone of humane things : they maugre in- 
duſtry and virtue, have made golden gods,which ba. 


ti Ecclis tain on earth an image of the heavenly Jeruſalem, 10 niſh, as it were, all the gods of earth, notwithſtand- 


licits, . : 
tron, tO grant to the Church men of ſcience and conſci- 
ſuper ence,men of courage and fidelity,for the ornament, 
ecn. 


ſupport, and maintenance thereof ? 

If you approach thither with ſuch an intention, 
I am of opinion, the gates ought to be opened unto 
you,and that you ſhould enter into your ſelf to go. 
yern the houſe of 7e/us Chriſt, and not deſtroy it. 
We have, thanks be givento God, a great King, all 
whoſe inclinations diſpoſe him to goodneſs, as lines 
to the centre : as much love as he hath for juſtice, 
ſo much zeal hath he for the glory. of Altars.As God 
is pleaſed to ſow the Rars on the azure of the firma. 
ment, ſo hath he a ſenſible delight to furniſh the 
Church with good Prelates , becauſe they are the 
ſtars of the earth, Merit under him is in poſſeſſion 
of good hopes, and hope is not far diſtant to be con- 
ſummate in fruition. He is pleaſed to gratifie the 
Nobility with the goods ef the Church, but he will, 
his intention be ſeconded by the merit of thoſe, that 


ing the excellent forms, and all the gifts of nature 
and grace they could poſſibly acquire. It ſeemerh ſor 
theſe men the Church is at this day become a great 
Oak overturned, where mer. haſtily on every (ide 
run for prey:there is not a hand fo little,that wil not 
become outragious to bear away ſome ſpoil thereof, 
But you, noble and generous ſpirits,who in your 
minorities dedicate your ſelves to the miniſteries of 
the Church, behold the firſt ſtep you muſt tread Be 


20 careful herein, as your lives and falyation are dear 


unto you; aim wel your carrier,enter by the gate of 
honor,to free your ſelf from the diſturbances of life 
and troubles ot death. Be you aſſuredit is the abomi.. 
nation of the deſolation, forerold by theProphet Da- n1n. s. 37. 
vid,che gall of bitterneſs, and perplexityof fin,decla. 33-3-27- 
red by the Apoſtle S. Peter,to enter into an Fccleſia- 
ſtical benefice by unlawful and ſtrained ways, with- 
out vocation, T he reaſons hereof are evident, 

Firſt,The Saints have called this vice,the iniquity 


ſhall enjoy them, Take the waies of wiſdom and 3o of Zibanns, alluding to theſe words of the Propher 


virtue to enter into your inheritance , which ever 
are moſt aſſured and the moſt honourable, The 
vime hath been, when one muſt, as it were, have 

<> doneevil to receive good , if now good be effered 
to thoſe who do it, who wonld willingly be vitious, 
and ſow crimes to reap miſeries, 


The ſecond SECT10ON. 
That the Nobility ſhould net afþire to Ecaleſia- 
ſfical Offices, but by lawful ways. 

ns [Res Lucian ſpake truer then he thought, 
Joy. Trag. & when he feigned Gentiliſm was filled with gods, 
whereof ſome were made of wood and ſtone, ſub- 
fiſting by the prerogative of antiquity, which age 
and time gave them : the other much more lately 
formed, were of gold and ſilver, repreſenting the 
profuſe prodigality of the later ages, This cauſed a 
divorce in the Temples; the Gods of earth were {till 
willing to hold their ranks, ſhewing befides the an- 


Habacuck, , T he iniquity of Libanus ſhall cover thee. 

Where the Text ſpake to thoſe, who deſpoiled the Hibie. 1. 
Holy-land, becauſe the Mount Zibanns is a holy hill 721%... 
of Paleſtine,all covered over with fair Cedars, much vie te. : 
renowned in the Scripture, from whence it cometh 

it myſtically ſignifieth the Church : and thoſe are 

truly covered with the iniquity of Z;ibaxu;,who fur- 

charge themſelves with the weight of inexorable ju- 


ſtice,for attempting on the higheſt pieces of the pa. 


40 trimony of God, web are the offerings of the faith. 


ful, left for the maintenance of Eccleſiaſtical ſtate. 
This iniquity of Libaxas 15 the fin of Zeb, Zebens 

and Salmana,who are branded with perpetual inf. 

my for plotting againſt the Tabernacle of God. The 

Prophet faid, that encouraging one acother theycaſt 

out theſe inconſiderate words : Let #s go,end poſſeſs 

the Sanituary of God, as our proper inheritaxce. And Platts, 
whart, I pray, do ſuch like now adays? Hold they *7'«* 


ae 
rot the goods of the Church, as one would a Tene. / <0 


tiquity of their original, that they were framed by 5o ment, to paſs it from hand to hand from Nephew to *» © 


the confident hands of admirable work-men , and 
had lineaments excellently poliſhed. The gods of 
gold and ſilver, dignified by the riches of the {tuff of 
which they were compoſed, ſpake proudly, & needs 
would have priority, ſince the metal, whereof they 
were made, tranſcended much inthe eſtimation of 
men. The matter was put into deliberation inthe 
great Parliament of O/pmps,&the golden gods car- 
ried it,not by merit, but by authority of their riches, 


Nephew? although they often-times in their conſci. 
ence judge them moſt uncapable, yet needs muſt 
they take goud heed how they forgo any thing: the 
chairs muſt be filled with honour , with fleſh , and 
bay, and rather will they ſet ſhadows on a Pinacle 
then render to God what is due to him, And what 
will happen to theſe Sal/mazas, Or Salnonrans ? Ce 
ven thar,whichthe ſameKing and Propher ſaid; T hey 
ſhall turn about as the wheel of the Fotter: inceſſantly 


Should this ſcoffing ſpirit be raiſed again. in theſe 60 wandering from purpoſe to purpoſe, from ambition Pore ills: 42 


our days, to make a Satyre on the manners of theſe 
times, he could not be better firted.For to ſpeak,nor 
univerſally-ofall Eccleſiaſtical Nobles, fince, thanks 
be ro God, there are many, who moſt happily have 
linked coNobility all the other qualities requiſite ro 
their condirion ; bur con{'dering in grofs the diſor- 
der & corruption, we may well ſay,the gods of gold 
at this day have the upper-hand. We heretofore ſaw 
divers ſpiritual men, extracted from low condition, 


to ambicion, from bargain to bargain, ina thouſand ""* 

embroilments of ſpirit till death come , who / all 

braiſe them (as ſaith the Wiſe-man) os the Ciſtern 

and ſhall ſcatter them for ever from the face of God. ” Confringed 
It is no ſmall matter ro invade the treaſure of Ie 

Kings,ſince itis the blood of the people,the finew of 5ccleſ-12. 

war, the knot of peace, and the blood. ſuckers of 

State, which abuſe it ſooner or later ſhall pour their 

lives out in the duſt, And what do you think is it, to 


who arrived to dignities by the degrees of labour,  , abuſe the patrimony of God ( whereunto ſo many 


integrity,knowledge,and were finally crozier'd and 
mitered by the ſtrength of much meric. Theſe men 


good ſouls have oft-times contr:buted their blood 
and ſweat)and to enter therin as a Fox,a Lion, with» 


Out 


-v 


_- 


Parr. 


out any ot! tr intention but to (lay and devour the 

flock, which chey ought not jo much as to ſhear ? 
The crimes, which do affront the Divinity, ever 
71.4, Bear their puniſh ments behind chem, Crafſſts felt 
|  Craffo among the Parth! _ the Reli G10N Ol "the Templc of 
Fernſalem , which 1 ic bad de ſpoiled . the forcune of 
the Rimans was made a prey,the Army routed,the 
Treatures One, Tc 
poled 0 the dint 


ot one man,w! 


Ia 


l.ves oi 10 many mortals ex- 
word, to cbait 
10 dur [t LTAV; de the £0 ods cont. C! aired 
to the Divine MNajeily. Wu; te f {tretched our lus 

Jlarpic's hands on the goods of men, God luffercd 
him : fo ſoon as he ſe: his 1 f allons0n the movcables 
0: tne Temple, he felt the {leet of Barbarians, as 
revengers of Is Sacrilege. 

An Þ1 und irom Heaven before. for the ſame cauſe , 
characered the dr eadful decree of a Babylonian 
King, which hach ferycu as a Tragedy tor all poſte- 
rity : ane afterward Heliod rus 1N the /acchabees 
was prodig| _y puniſhed by exterminating Ar- 
gels, who in the mid-d; ay ſcourged Im inthe light 
0! all. he world, employing the hcavenly Whips on 
his body tor the ſame crune, as he had beſtowed his 
hardineſs and hand to [teal a Jewel from Heaven. 

[tf you ſay there is nrich difference berween the 


ite che avarice 


F | ! Loank ohra dey »— if Sahel 
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which they unworch.ly boi, to the Co:lution of 


l, _ 4 = d 1 , ' pM oY 
Chriianicy. Iantwer, were may be the C—_ 
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the 0.her more cavccioully, cauiing lis venom to 


CCeEP, is b\ {0 tuclh the notre | D -FIUCIONUS, as under 
the SKL11 Oz & icep hc bcars the ne re of 2 Wolf 
Add hercuntotor a 1cco; 3d re aton, that the Bal- 
tagtars, Cre Ju es, and H. 1:94s1 uſes and the Rere- 
ricks of our Lime, whi | have made open wapagain{t 
the Trealures of the Tem ple, having nothing ac all 
burt te repatcation 0: the Church . wh.ch as the 
Pole. ver in motto ferceth : bur 
the unjuſt Uſurpers of Pricit-hood, who fometimes 
enter mio charpe with cxreme detect 0: SCience, 
. bzfidcs, hart th \&y unp! "Ot 
deyour che dig, Ge $0N Of 'S od, 
then I! Droach, 
hci: deplorable rimes, 
- h to tend io the 
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and Conicience . adiy 
Ott Co bur. 
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(ould happen [TH] 
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keem: 

= \Vonters hive appeared, who 

have declared the diſaſters that 
| & WOT id. 


which 


£4 
_ 
! 
Ys 


viral 


was the true [ron-age, 

WHErein ” VICES Wore 111 FOrC2 all fcrIences in ecliple 

ali able 1d,as it were,all crimes in umpu- 

nity,afo = 4 T urs, 

nor 0! a CEriaun 

poetage 04 great evils, which we aicerward ffw to 
OV<: 104 all . brikengom, c1ldre Een ot © 

had noihins great 1n them bur vice, 

2s bang ſuch, who were | born lor Gfgrace, 

cr,nauralized in finto enter, duri 
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Feat men 
were izen. who] SH 
br  $ 
CUI 
Giiorder,t G (NCC Mi- 
nerity, inco Fccletiaitical ae, HS | 
TY ard aboliſh merit, \ Pope #:ba Wu 
*P won ad "_ / 
awmm - movſly vious, having the malice 
Cwiſti 931 bauched,and che age ol a child unexperienced, tO {ir 
O1ANics —_ . . O 
Jo in the chair ot $. Peter LATS ophzlatt, fon of che 
A194 fi mperour, by the avlonre power ot-hisF*:her;ro 
ſerze 01 the See of Conſtantinople, tO herons aiter. 
wards a Merchant of Hort: which he fo violently 
affeted . that beſides the prodigious race of two 
rhouſagd, which ke ordinarily bred, he many times 


i! TING bs 
Of a man molt de- 


(1:46, ative 
ettam tr 
&moribis 
foyen:ts 


Curopala- 


3a 


es, 


IAN 


tes O& Ras ICAL 4 


ron. ad leſt the Altar,where he tacriliced ro the living GO &, 
ano  tohaſtento ſee fomeNare 6: tus, tha; bad foledin! 


TR HOLY EO URI. 


{ubveri.on ot 
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{table ! Our Fraxce hath not been exempt from this _ ardus 


{0ts 


ut; happineſs ; for , in the (ame age, Hg goa childe of RLemen, 


hve years 0ld,w2s conliitured Archby Mop ol Rh-mes | 
tO PX offeſs the fear of the eSreaty. Rem!91ms, witch was 
tO P! 4-9 be toot of Es : les to the leg ot a oy. 
All Chril: Encom Was amazed to behold ſacl b pro- 
motions; & held chem inther ra 
Tm ch bciore them,and airer them 4 v 
[leriiy mattacres, & dif?! ap 77 'echere no 07 ber 
Io Con! a þur ! the interetls of ihe : 
Ver kar 5 to tou a heart, whit 
lome vein of Cinſtamiy, 
conſent to any prelerment, 
difadvantavious tO her 
Its blood 


ffrnm, 


2 CECYYOUT IC MARY 


"Rt 


"TI. 6. 


march, this &- 
h as vert retainech 
nor ſhould it ever gIve 
which mighe eppear fo 
, whom 7e/zs C/ ift . _ by 
made his lawtul Spouſe. But buiides the dee 
triment of Rehgion, for a third inſtance, ha em manifeſt 
lols of yours men is incurred, who are engaged in 
Fcclef :ad ical D Yi1pniries , not being accommodated 
with condicions neceſfary toundergo ſuch a burden; 

20 much beter were you to fend them direaly to the 
houſe of tools, then to expoſe them upon the pinacle 
of the Temple with fo little diſcretion ; for 1n this 
priton of mad-men they ſhould tinde thoſe, that 
would tie them, thereby to {tay their folly. , and in 
theſe falſe dignitics they mect with liberty, which 


reeth them, to precipitate them into all forts of vi- 
ces }* hers ard Mothers, God pardon you, what a 
cd ay you tet on tire, to burn ard conſume the 


at ne 30d, when blind wichaffeRion, and bc- 


39 nunmed in judgirent, youſo embrace your young 
Apcs, that you trangle them with excels of 1ndul- 
Sence 2 To enkindie ambicion in the veins of theſe 
yorg fots,almoſt at cher coming out of the Credle, 
to ſet them on the cop of the houſe over mens heads 
with an arm and {ling of l:lver, be they vitious, be 
they 1mpious and diflolute, be they ſtupid and hea- 
vy ascarth, fo that they have the breath of favour, 
and oars of filver ias had che Rowers of Queen Cle- 
opatra) needs mult chey be placed on the top oi the 

40 Jurrer,to be {cen the turther off, Many times char. 
ges Ot great importarce, and fuperintendence over 
the cad ids Ot fo man VY mor tals, arc given tOmen, 0 
whom a {:ily Farmet 5 wite would not have commit- 
ted the keeping of a Tow. 1 he Jdrmeans enterprize 

UPOn the SANctuary, all d thee Ow ls ende avour-io 
drink up the Lam p- oyl of Gluurches,by en ambition 
of f iiror 6 a flipht, that ic will admit no limics pour 
TI ouy: Bave you n0 commuilcration ot the pub lick 

The fommon-wealth 1s at this day an 014 lons (lay 

5o you) whereot little care is to be had , we detire to 
know more then an ir, which is that of our Own 
proper intere{t, {ince 1t is an act ot prudence well ro 
accommodate one's affairs. Yer are You no whit a- 
ſhamed of your felves ? chough £:lver furniſh you 
with a brow ot metc.} to rega rd no ma: 1, Yer SITA 
ſhainctul thing to be aetirous to ere in the world 
the tree of N eÞ::4 
where jour-tooted beat 


tha 


"_” -þ+ idnct 


z4r turned boghe- raryy, 
s$ arc above, ard little bi 3a 
60 beneark 2 W er It BOT A $OO dly thing ro fee Hort; 
Aſics. 40d ! vis [ONn HH ol br: «\ Y,an id bellow upon "s. 
branches of tees, whuic the ſreall birds of Heaven, 
{0 many clcthaltpirits, (livull trom the r; 
vwifdom and yirtue e1IVEUL, 
COWNn among the thor 


rx, winch 
0 Mourning up ad 
rs of a necetittous lit Ju 
we mult preter our children, antwer you, W ho {ys 
the contrary Rate them-on the i{teps of actions 
Chriftan, ſolid, and illuſtrious . 

through the Templeot Virtue , betore iUufcy 90 to 
* that oi Honour :; examine nelr talents, ther capa= 
cicy,their ability,otherwife you do not advance, dr 16 
precipicate them into » iblick ſcorn, into loſs 0! 
putarion,and danger ol ſoul, 
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This benefice is not a benefice, but a malefice, but 
A golden ſnare,a carcanet of Afedea,a Trojan horſe, 


$:14enss de Which will produce arms. You,in procuring ſuch an 
Diis Syris. honour, reſemble thoſe Idolairous Parents, who ſa- 


The iPrelate, Part 2, 


who was a Joyner, and arranging them in divers fi- 
ures,innocently wrote, without thinking thereon, 
as a child in ſport, Dowizaber a mari »ſque ad mare. 

Alltheſe callings, and many other ot the like kind, 


#4-7%  crificed their children to the God Molech(that is to are known by extraordinary ligns, the reſt rake the 
ſay, the Sun) and cauſed them to be burnt alivein ordinary way, and are obſerved to bein the good 
the hollow Statue of the Sun, not caring to foreco nature of children fit to be dedicated to the Church, 
their lives, ſo they might loſe them in thoſe Aames, which is a matter very conſiderable. It you ask 
- and lights, which were the OED of ho- wherein this good nature conſiſteth : I anſwer, It is 
nour. O mere madneſs | for the life of a Flie,which x © not inthe influence of Stars, nor in the Genius, as 
wedaily ſhare with death,to be willing to dam your Pagans have placed it, nor ſimply in the beauty of 
ſelf and poſterity, to ſtand on the brink ofthe abyſs, minde, in the goodneſs of conſtitution, health, 
and rio: deign ſo much as onely to open your eys f{trergth, vigour of body, though theſe may much 
ro behold the precipice ? contribute thereunto , bur it appeareth in two prin- 
t ? cipal rays, of which the one is tranquillity from paſ- 
The third SEC T1 0N, ſions, by making a repoſed calm in a ſoul, fit roenter- 
ad ; rain the Spirit of God;the other, which ariſeth from 
0f Yecation, and Calling. the firſt, p the docibleneſs of a mind tractable, with 
F you defire to know how you ſhould proceed in eaſe to diſpoſe it ſelf to inclinations of honeſty, Be« 
| t he preferment of your children to Eccleſraſtical 20 hold theſe two principal heads, whereon this excel 
degrees, firſt, underſtand it is true, Aſercury is not lent nature of an ineſtimable price is eftabliſhed, 
made of all wood. If queſtion be concerning an Huſ- And firſt, for as quch as concerneth the tranquil. 
band-man, Merchant, Artificer,or Sheepherd,we try lity of paſſions, it is undoubted, that every man, 
the nature of the children,and endeavour to accom- being compoſed of four elements, by conſequence 
modate each one of them according to their diſpoſi= draweth along four roots of all the motions there. 
tions,and natural inclinations, of,which are, Love, Fear,Pleaſure,Sorrow. There is 
Suppoſe you it is onely fit for the Church to ex- not a man,which feeleth not ſome touch, But as eve- 
poſe them ar adventure, withour election, or diſcre= ry Sea hath his winds,though Mariners obſerve that 
tion > What exorbitancy is it to think it lawfullro ſome are more toſſed then others, fo, though every 
take the fmpleſt,and weakeſt for Prieſts,and Religi- 30 ſoul have its Paſſions, we muſt confeſs there be ſome 
ous ? What tyranny to divert ſome with all ſoris of of them mildely diſpoſed, and others more roughty 
cufning,andyiolence,and thruſt others on as it were Cdiſtempered. You fee men, who from their moſt 
* * witha tork? Tohave in all your proceeding no o# tender age taſte of ftrange extravagancies, choler, 
ther aim, but the benefit of your family,to force the harſhnels, rage, deſpight, which maketh them to be 
Laws of Heaven to bow under the intereſts of your of a ſpirit fantaſtical, uncvil, and obſtinate, againſ} 
houſe; to give that to God, which you cannot ſettle which you muſt ever fight with an armed hand, 
elſe-where, and if any accident happen, to take that Others from their cradles are endued with a peace- 
from God, which you have given him? Hereby it able ſoul, as a Sea in the time, that Halcyons build 
cometh to paſs, that after many years we behold their neſts on the trembling agitation of waters , 
Birds, which change borh their plumage, and kinde 4 they have inclinations to virtue wholly Angelical,in 
upon ſome very ſlight cauſe (not ſpeaking of thoſe, fuch fort, that they ſeem to be as it were conveyed 
who do ſo by way of counſel,& conſcience)the ſcar- therein,as Fiſhes in their element, From this repoſe 
ſer-Cloak ſucceeding the Church-Caffock, and the from paſſions ariſeth the ſecond condition of good 
Sword the Breviary : wherein they do much worſe nature, that is, docibleneſs of ſpirit, the beginning 
then the wooers in the houſe of V/yſſes, who being of education, and happineſs of life. For as Divines 
not able to gain acceſs to the Miſtreſs, made their require in thoſe, who receive faith, a certain Religi- 
addreſs to the ſervants. But theſe forſake the Lady, ous affe&ion to Divine things, diſcharged, and puri. 
whom they have eſpouſed, to court the chamber- fied from all ſpirit of contradiftion , ſo in matter of 
maids, profeſling all their life-rime- the infidelity moral virtue and piety we ſtandin need of a tra. 
of their promiſes by the exchange of their habics. «5, Aable ſoul, which fixerh it ſelf on good inſtructions, 
Vocation is moſt neceſſary tor admittance into as the Ivie cleaveth to trees and pillars. Go not 
to the Church, which appeareth in two points : the then about,when you make choice of an Ecclefiaſti. 
one ordinary, the other extraordinary. Extraordi- cal man, to tender ſome Eſas, ſome ſpirit of the 
nary calling hath marks and ſigns, that draw near to field, who is onely pleaſed with arms, and (laughter 
a miracle. £o we ſee thoſe, who have been great | of beaſts : rake rather a 7acob under the pavihons, 
and eminent in the Church, have had ſome Genius, a ſweet and remperacte ſpirit, that is wholly diſpoſed 
which hath even intheir infancy made the firſt glim- to the found of virtues. 
mers of their greatneſs to appear ,drawing the whole But you, Noble Spirits, who have met with this Ezech, 28. 
world after them with aſtoniſhment. excellent nature, I may ſpeak the words of the Pro. on lol 
7eſh, An- 'S0 Moſes,though he were a little child, toſſed Pha- gg phet unto you.: God hath given you a ſoul wholly porimenun 
7" Fas Diadem like a ſhuttle-cock; which gave a very covered with precious ſtones,enriched with gifts and 5-0. ff 
E7 preſage to the Fgyptians of their approaching admirable talents , he hath enriched it in a body en- ae ,u4 
ruin. So Flias ſeemed from his mother to ſuck fire dowed with a ſingular temperature, as a Diamond dim « 
with milk, which was a predi&tion his mouth ſhould ſet in the head of a Ring, Much hath he given you, gs 
<--4. "ONE day be(as indeed it was)the Arcenal of the God and therefore much requireth at your hands. 
PP 4 Of hoſts. Sorhecradleof S. Epiphanins (as Ennodines 
pc  relateth)was ſeen all on fire : 4-204 in a viſion 1ſſued The fourth SECT10N, 
{A gut'of the mouth of little S. Ephrem ; a flaming pil- of Virtues requiſite tn the carriage of a Pra. 


In ejus vi» , ag : gh 
my lar environed the head of S. Acdsſtrs : and it is 


late. The firſt ts FViſaom, 


Riders written, that Gregory the Seventh, who from a baſe ,g 
Crant 7145 2 Y . 
ib. >> extraction,was born to the Throne of $. Peter, heap- O you demand what God requireth from 


you @ 1 anſwer, five principal virtues ; which 


ins together the chips he found in his father's ſhop, 
were 


"Part. 2. 


were very well repreſented in the Fphod of the 
High-Prieſt, of che old Law, as S.Gregory the great 
(s) Greg, (a) bath well obſerved. This Ephod was a certain 
de Paſtor. mantle that covered the ſhoulders,compoſed of four 


p.>- ©P-7* colours, Of hyciath, purple, white, and /carlet, the 
(>) Medio. whole wrought: all over with threds of gold, enter- 
cre u2 putes Iaced with curious work-manſhip. Why this drefſ- 
 miſem (ing ? why theſe colours ? to teach you ſeaſonably to 
25 bear on your ſhoulders the conditions requiſite ro 
mAM, Hr ac. 


De vide. Your profeſſion. The 5a: inth, or sky-colour, ſigni- 
«, quod eſs fieth, the firſt thing you ought to do is to fly, as the 


ſapeni®: plague of virtues, froin theſe travantly and unwor- 
deinde ut HO TRE - k 
"xculias {by ſpirits, who have no other obje& inthe poſleſſi- 


pro ob on of the goods of the Charch, but fleſh-pots, and 
*Dea acfer4s, 


raed off jo play : you are to frame for your ſelves a ſoul toral- 
je: -atrs ly noble, wholly clate, merely celeſtial, which con- 


4fend'4 ceiverh ſtrong reſolutions one day to dedicate it 
ESTI4C 14 . . . 
tearis,9uod ſelf ro God, not in a mercinary manner, but with 
; <-nnggy the utmoſt endeavour of its power, Think not 
1081s : cl « V . « 

om cons. (6) faith S. Ambroſe) that being called to an Eccleſi- 


neacem ac Ca] ſtate, you have a ſlight commiſſion from God. 
ſbriam 


preſtes,quod Wiſdom requireth, you conſider the myſteries of . 


{# 1ewpe- Heaven,and that you be highly raiſed above the or- 
— dinary ſtrain. Juſtice willeth you to ſtand Centinel 


ofic.tib.r. for the people, who expe& aid from your prayers. 


(c) _ Strength defirech you to defend the Tabernacle and 
Peluſriota »” 


lib... Camp of the God of Hoſts. Temperance ordaineth, 
d) Sacer- You live with ſingular ſobriety and continency, You 


s debet are (ſaith (cr) S. Ljidore of Damicta) placed berween 
fe Chrittt : 


alga, 4 divine and humane nature, ro honour the one with 

peceats ſe- your Sacrifices, and edifice the other by your exam- 
1 E + % . . 

$$ PICS. A Prieſt (4) ought to be as a yourg childe, if- 


Gor, no 


repror; tþ* ſued out of the ſchole and boſom ot the ſon of God, 


ener". EVEN AS an Angel, to govern the Church, not to de- 
4penſwor , fpoilit, to treat with God in prayer, not to handle 
non 474- a ſword. He ſhould be entire 1n his judgments, juſt 
00y'3 page 2 hi Cl : d . . } ) 30h . . h 
judicio, ju- 11 DS retolutions, devout in the Quire, hrm in the 
ſus in conſe Church, ſober at Table, prudent in recreations.pure 
wo, ee, © in conſcience, ſerious in prayer, patient in adverſity, 
fabils i» affable in proſperity, rich in virtues, ſage in words, 
Ec:le14:/** upright in preaching, and tree in all good ations, 
ri . 
menſa, pry- CTEat S. Dems the Arcopagite (#) addeth a notable 
dens in {e1i- ſentence, ſaying; That hr, Who moſt efÞb-cially ſeck- 
, 16Y145 "as . 6 «a 
= Zane eth totranſcena others in huly Nrders,onght moZt near- 
114, af11d/1145 ly approach to God in all ſorts of virtue, 
pa paugony For which cauſe your education ſhould not be in 


adverſirare, the ordinary way. 1t you have brothers that are to 


lenis i» #7%- be bred for the world, let them live in the practice 
4. and faſhions of the world. O, how unworthy are 
rwribas, ex- YOu Of the hopes to which God calleth you, if you 
penis”; ENVY them the favour of the houſe, and of thoſe 1 
piens in ſer- known not what kinde of petty trifles oftheir own 
monc,verex proteſſion ! Your condition is much other, if you 
hy tollow that ſpirit which guideth you. 

( f ) Heretofore Monaſteries were the chief ſtholes 


Alphons. 
TorreZz. . A 
te) Don; Of Kings, and che Great-ones of the earth, to cauſe 


ep. 3- ad them to ſuck in virtue with the milk ; your abode 
P:-vpm ſhould bein places, where you bave engaged your 


(f) Den, heart, and your faich, which beſt can prepare and 
rag mannre you for the life you have choſen, 
Vi d&« o- It is truly a ſcandal to your profeſſion, if you be 
mitas Epi- aſhamed to wear a habir proper for an Fccleliaſtical 
J*opr i. Man, and bluſh atthe Nandard of your warfare. A 
ſeurrere ca- ſhame likewiſe, if you mult be terrified by way of 


lamiſtratss 


monaipe'** Menaces to make you ſay your Breviary cor if it be 
f(g) 01 Nheedful to allure you thereunto by I know not what 
Cs kinde of worldly allurements : theſe verily relifh of 
lands he unworthinefs of a childiſh ſpirit. cg) See you 


fru2u.1a- not that Benefice drawe:th an Office after 1t? that no 


brorum, Su- 


ater, de o. 1Aan ſhould enlarge your conſcience by ſoothing 50 compenſe. 


rar.1.q.c.13 YOur neglect, and excenuaring the obligations you 


B.vg oughtto have? If you obſerve not therein that 


The HOLY COURT. 


10 the knowledge of it ſelf, and the ſearch of cruth, | 30. 


20 thing above them 2 How ſhould chey admire you, P!'<«m» 


30 ef He ſecond livery of your colours is the Purple, 


40 a Prieſt conliſteth in manners , not counterance. Job 49. 


50 Indians. Above all, it you deſire to rule, ayoid two 9uilgran- 


69 you. !f you deſire to have a ſhoe over-wide,and not *"/* 9** 


are more enthralled then Galley-ſlaves, 


The Prelate. I -3 
which you ſhall be adviſed by a ſage and exaG& fpiri. (®) 5» 


. 1 9+ 
tual Father, you op very well moſt dangerouſly ——_ 
wander. We are in the Church (faith S. Berzard ) ms 
. . ® a 
(h) to ſow joy and good example: joy for Angels, Fei 
by our devotions, and the ſecret aſpirations of our Seminemns 
prayers; example for men by our good works, The "5s 
. * - A A # : [4 1” 
nund in the judgment of Phz/o (1) ſhould hold a lit. wagrm 
tle houſhold Confiſtory , where diſcharged from #7 9<v#4 


ſenſe, and the maſs of ſen! ble things, it may Nudy <a BY 


| i {1 JOccidens 
You ſhould love your condition even from your by oy pm, 


tender age, and live in the $ar:Auary like a young -a,in town 
Samuel. The toil of affairs and ſecular recreations cſi ions 
1s not for you, Leave the Onions of Fgypr to ſenſual ic reram | 
ſouls ; your entertainments are in the ſociety of /ſtrimm , 
A | {4 - Qt . di hi ] : ſ,  werttalem 
Angels, () Prieltly dignity,to which you aſpire,re- ,.g,c in 
quireth a {ober gravity,alenated from the ordinsry c/eforis 
way,a ſerious lite, weight, and maturity, How would Je 


E Falio de 
you have the people honour you , if you -have no- vira ſup- 


(k) Sobri« 
aw a tnrbs 

gravitatem, 
ſeriam vitam, fingulare pondus dignitas filt vendicat S acerdotalts. Hr:0mods poteft obſer» 


vari a populo, qui nin habet ſecretum a popwlo } Quid m te mirethy, fi na mie recs 
gnoſcit } Ambr. ep. ad Iren, 


beholding vices and imperfections in your manners? 


The fifth SECT10N. 


The ſecond virtue of - a Prelate, which is Fortt- 
tude of ſpirit egainſt Avarice and Kiot. 


which adviſeth you to have a ſtrong and truly 
noble foul, When there is occaſion to defend the 
glory of God, you mult have the arm of God/aVand _ 
the thundering voice of God, not to gain reſpe& by (3/5 baits 
auſtere looks,and affeCtations of ſevericy,which ma- ficur Dew, 
ny times proceed from much infirmity of ſpirit, & = . 
The Council of Aix faith,(6)theChurch is a dove, rounder 
which tearech no man with her tallons, bur is pleaſed & 4ccoroms 
ſweetly to ſtrike with her wings. The true gravity of ©," 1 


me erigeres 


(c) Ic ought to be a ſeal of diamond, firmly ro pre- _ oven; 


ſ-rve the charaQters of virtue , and ſign others by qua colwn- 

exarnple, This fortitude will come upon you, by ac- * «fn 4 
. . ints cri 

cuſtoming not ro comply with any vice whatſoever. , 


pinru E c- 


There is not a worſe lavery then to pu: your liber. «44 appet- 
= li d ff : CIR lata, qu# 
ty into the hands of fin, It1s alons chain, and hath 3. 

many gordian Knots; cut. them reſolutely as did tu lacer 


bus lacerat, 
Alexander. and conquer the Kingdom of your paſ- 4 ** 


. X - erexitt, 
ſtons, which is of more worth then the Perſian, or O'S. 


, E Con. . 
rocks moſt dangerous for a Church man , whereof 0) bn _ 


the one 1s the thirſt ever to get a new, the other la- fazna Sa- 
zineſs and protuſenels in a living already acquired. 7+ 


damanti- 


Think not to advance your itate, and encreaſe the mw fgna- 
number of your benefices,otherwile it were to ſeek 17? 


1 * . . = Met: To 
our God for bread, not for miracles : it were for li- {ra ficx- 
ving to loſe well living, fo to become a bad Mer. 74» /* 


chant, not a good Paſtour, Whar cauſe have you of {77 ©: 


ſtodiens cha» 


diſturbance ? A reaſonable benefice is enough for rato,wmi- 


6CCurrarine 


ht tor your foot, you deceive your ſelf. Say not you [ils ad gua- 
are poor, therecan be no poverty where you have #4 
God for inheritance,and he, whom God all-rich fut- Ny - 
hicerh nor, deferyes to be perpetually poor. This de- rranif.romet, 
fre, which men wirhouc ceaſing have to be ever on */,**'® 
increaſe , much vilifiech Eccleſiafticks. It affords mls is 
them as many dependences as they have pretenſions. — 
It makes them ſervilely ſooth che paſſions and vices Ong 
of theſe Great-ones, from whom they expe a re- 3: 

It robbeth them of the Kingdom of God, 


to tie them to the chain of men, who many times 


ir 


174 


» @ SS arm oo 


#1 
6:7 


« f 


[ *- wonld this no Ta ſpiric have faid , 


c 


/ & ©. 
2 


ES, 


. F 
$/401, 
4 

Lunt pa 
of;<: 
berr* G 


"Ie 14 fi 
Wap ; 


# « 


4 yYounl;euy 
p QUANIY, 


lib 5s. C.t-. 
1d:m :c- 


Fort ſir tie 
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] vans 
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© a £crta zin \bbot having 
OO! "dly 


Th: HOLY COURT. 


tis a great ſhame to intrude wickedly hereinto, 
to ſurprize an honour by the way ot a diſhorour, 
£21nts have obtained Benefices by flying them, and 
now we muit run over the heads of a man,” and 
bea!t,to overtake them. 1 hat brave \rchite&t /+- 
tr#V11 thought it very trange,chat an Ariiſan pre- 
{emed himlcli to a great man, to be employed in his 


,. own taculcy, and pt rofeſlion, and thereupon fpake a 


moſt remarkable ſentence: (d) 7 ſce Architit; \Wh9 
& br8 and rnderhand ſue to be employed 
i hevet 
any —_— Ln r Srber be intreated by th: TS to #! 't = irc 
He ah ſt be blameleſs, who bluNcth 
wot to rOquire that, Ww/ Tm h way b, Fl, 71 4 þ: 21. Whiar 
had ie leen 
C hurch-men ro debaſe thenielves not onely to ſip- 
plications, but to ſervices moſt unworthy lier 
to obiain cure of fouls, which others in ſo- 
witdernefſes have fled from, throvgh Briars, 


: as for my | «If, 


71/4 (Ht le, vHFY, 


litary 


'and Thorns, amors ſavage bealts? 


You ſhould imitate ne worthy Grecian wraſtler 
of whom Cle tundrin! rele)! pa kerh wh 0 at. 
ter 107g Preparation going ro combar ſtared himſelf 
on the way,and lookins on a Sracue of his God faid 
vntrGitce I hun s d OW) } Is York VOurr sf, Tea 
co0d man,and a de —"_ ng and beheve God will not 
ial to ove you what ſhall be moſt bebooffull 


—_—— A}: 
{# Os Alc 


Piece 


O. I great King K bert wade one day upon this 


to be remembred, 


, 


occal ion an Obſer vation ior ever 
roted by Glaber,an annent 
3 Pt 'eſented the King w ith 4 
Horſe, in imitar 1on of thoſe, {1th in 
giving, and cal | out one eifr as an hook to draw an- 
oiher, hoped this Hor ſe "mould run ſo we!l tor his 
Mafter,as to bring him home a Biſhoprick. Bur the 
good King f eing the ſiniſter intention of this- man 
{ ent him to the Church, commanding him to return 
with his < -rozier, w hich he quickly did ,propoſ' rs t0 
himfſ-If in his minde an augmentation of Livings, as 
his VATICE had repreſented to him. But as ſoon as 
the Kins ſpied him afar off : ** H01 down that 
£00 94 { ſaith hz ) you are unworthy of 1t,Fnce 
* YOU think to have it ſroma man : to the which he 
oy ed . though much aſhamed, and was as one 


wit L 


dropp* d ont of che clonds, . Our Rebert, endowed 


with a natural goodneſs, was not willing he ſhould 
too long ſuffer this diſgrace, but comm anded the 
Croz1er to be put into the right hand of the Imave 

}f onr Saviour, which food direRtly upon the Al. 


tar. then turning himſelf to the Abbot : ** Take 5o 


and learn, that it is he 
1 would not have you {0 


** ( /aith he ) your Crozier, 
« there that Sives 1f yOu, 

* much as give thanks to a mortal man, bur that you 

* freely oy It, jos” if honour of your charge re- 

** quireh, What a Kir g2 What a Icon ? 

As for the other rock, which concerneth the uſe 
of 500ds, God forbid, when you come to ma -uricy 
of age, that vou em: ploy the Patrimony of 7e/s, 
the feat and blood of the faithtull, in gov d che 
exceſs 
beaſts, ' who live but on the fins of orhe ers, 
unto your ſelf an he por anger in th 
men's. Ged forbid, t he bt uildings Oi an Abbe 
ſhontd { fill ro decoy, the \Jrars become naked, the 
Imavges of Sainis ſrreres: in picces, the Lamps, and 

Liohts be eclipſed, the Wo !!s weep and * -piders there 
f, in their webs, Rats ru! up 2" d Cow n, and Religt- 
ons men famiſh ; that Prictis th 


1rE thou! d pre! {ent 
themſelves before the Aliar with rid! HOO. "Rr 


to raile 
Te C1y ot JuGg- 


which taſte of a Tavern, whileſt | krow not 6B 


little neece drags Silk at her hee!s, at the charge 
of the Crucifx. 


earned i = Maſters that we ſould not a: þ of 


A uthour, Fe faith; has 3 


and play to {atten beaſts, or men worſe = 15 


Part - 
£44 % C'S 


*F 
The Prelate, 


My God! who will bring back to us a Gry the 
Groſs, that flouriſhed inthe time 0f<t, Limes ? I 
would kiſs his :ſhes, ard put them. were 1 t pe ſlible, / 
over Vitres and Crowns, {5 ) This great Þ erfons © 

| firſt a Proctour, married, and father of wo 
Daug] ers, lis wife dying, w as made Prilt : } 'Om as 
prielt, Biſhop of Py, from therce Arch-! ſhop ot 
N Jay's nealterward C ardiral,a nd laltly Pop 2. It was 


I, het ii he had miade his Daughters Opens « 

Azul == = 'rd turned all his houſe into Gold. 

'B chold the prucence of St, Argnſtiar, of whom 
P:ſſiains (b) vwriceth; He uicd his own kigared a5 
the reit of the faichfull, giving to them, if the caſe 
{0 required, not tO enrich them, bur to tree them « 
from neccliiry, or a to mt ake them live in the 
I-1s per nury, 

1o what purpoſe ſhou!d you be prod igal of an 
eltate \whereot- you are but a Steward (3 ) One a 
pare. thereof is Que to the Viniſters of the Altar, 
arother part to the poer, (k) ard a third part to 
the Fabrick. Jt there be any magnificence in the i 
Church,it belongs to the publick, particulars ſh ould. 
be-ſatified with node Y. W hy ſhould you pals 1 in-" 
to the other world. cho roed wit h crimes, and debt 's, 
drawing the ma lediction of heav en and earth on 
your heads, 


Thc 
The third quality of a good Prelate 
purity of life. 

Y / Our third attire is of white Lincs, which gn. 
heth the Angelical purity you ſhould obſerve 

from your moſ! render years, tO Carry 1t with you 
to the Altar, The Prophet 1/aiah ( 4) telleth EY fo 
ſhould bave their veflels very clean DO are choſen”. 
to bear the veſſels of God. Ard for this pu: pol: all 1 
the Saints adviſe us to avoid the daily ard lamiliar ' 
COnve! ſation of women, who are manife{t ſnares of «, 
chaſticy. { b } Believe me, it is one of the moſt im» 


Ports tant points of your cat riage, APreatc abiding ;., 
within the limits of this puri ty would appcar in his 


lea! 


Axth SECTION. 


e, which is 


8& Vita 
men. 4 
+ A 
wm 
*h; A 
j #05 C64 1.1%s 
8 
7 ( 
NCTE DY £ 
1 £44 


EX pected chat his twoDaughters,which he If © the (1viwe him 
10 world ſhould become ore it p rinceſles; but the good dhe [- 
Pope made one Religious, with a penſion of thi urty {;, Y qu fr 
pounds, and married the ot her, giving n er lor full; 4 6 : 
cover three burdred pounds in m: arri:ge tO ne- 19% 09 
b CW=1 riclt . who DION aled Lim {cit n; a ny Tithe w "2 
W1res, ard ( rO71crs, 0! three ly reber.ds F'- Pp pick. (1697, {4 
X d he took two away, CC mmar Cing him to content | & 
mi l{wih one alone.a « by lus Letters {ignilying 17 £3 66 
was not reaſon his ac\ ancement tO the Þ Pap oy 6" 
Kt: cave bum caule of terronr, and tears, ſhould le UT uz. 
2© ſhould mir iter marter unto his of pride, a ind riot, \, Nc 
This a& of {im P!1CItY 18 a thouland trmes more ad-;, "ny Mime 
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commerce with men, as1t he came froma Quire of _— 
Angels. But as ſo 0n as he fallerh into a licentious ten a 
l; fc of to: #2 kerl th C Gl uy uerty of M 5 Cl: ar acter, and * ! 3 
- \ LEP ore 

20 Ct t Our fro 111 ite [h rOne of \ jelty, as the UN co tk 
forrunate Babylonian ing, to ſeed on Hay among ?- corde 

+7 Os ; C labuare 4:46 
beafts. The nivht diſcoy -reth not more Stars in > Ponſa. 
DX then it openeth eys on the earth to acyſitss 


obſcrve his moſt ſecrer plcaJures, E11sS to hearken \| 
to his deportment , and mouths to Givulge them , 
through all bY ovinces. He is looked on as a [trange 
bird, that is new ly gore our of his element ; 


G od permits, thar, havin s fold his ſoul for Hogs- » 
"aff, he ſhould {ill reſt unſatisfied, finding each- 

"and a rolling 
of immortal puniſhments. o ſome he ſerves 
for matter of mirth, to others as a ſhuttle. cock; he 
iyeth occaſion of rears to few,of indignation to all, 
Men 


whe! c a long web ot perplexitics, 


w! YL 44 N 
by Lak 4 


and i; 


opwlalnr, 
Femiiia 
onſete! Fre 
an} fe CCL0B 
arucy 4+ 
Nis EX= 
8/:t. Hier, 


ad Nep09+ 
nianv nm. 
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Book 2. The HOLY COURT. The Prelate. 17 
Men for him are wounded with jealoubGe, and wo- The hs | 
men, have they never ſo little honefty, abhor him. C Ieventt SECTION, 


There are none but certain Harpies, which (as ſaith » Pani lerfelfion bf a Profece. ab2b & obs 
Cardinal Petrus Damianns) flie round about Al. The Jourth perfection of a Prelate, which u 0 


3 


tars to pillage them, who bear him the like good ſerved im zeal, and charity. 

will, as Ravens do to carrion. He lives in a kinde of WF Our fourth tnark is ſcarlet, the ſign of the ar. 
ſtupidity of ſpirit, in continual indiſpoſition of bo. dent charity and zeal you _ to retain to- 
dy,diſgrace in his temporal fortunes, the fable of the wards the houſe of God. The buckler of brave Num. 2» 


world, the obje&t ot Heaven's anger, and earth's Champions of the God of Hoſts ſhould be a buckler A_ Fen 
execration. Finally,he reſemblerh an old Sepulchre, 10 of fire, andall his ſouldiers muſt appear in crimſon ignirse viri 
that hath nothing in it but ſtench, and Titles. Hap- cafſocks. You muſt early learn to bay the Hares skin rom” 
pily then ponder in your heart, what the life ofa inthe hall, that you may afterward go into the field 
Prieſt ought to be, who is the honſe God, of the for the hunting of ſouls. You muſt become a wall of 
cabinet, and as it were of the boſom of God. To fire,to ſerve as a rampart in the houſe of God. You 
think a wickedneſs, is a crime ; to commit it, a ſacri- muſt be a Star, torun over, and enlighten the little 
lege; to bear itto the Altar, isa ſin which hath no world recommended to your charge. You muſt 0 
proper name : there are Titles, and Offices of all poſe the power of great-ones, the ſtrength of the 
vices, Oh how pare ſhould that mouth be, which {turdy, the wiles of the crafty, the cloſe praftices of 
approacheth to kiſs the Son of God ! Oh how clean the wicked, to divert ill ations, advance good, leave 
ſhould thoſe hands be, which are choſen to purge *® unprofitable, deſtroy vice, plant virtue, chaſtiſe de- 
away the world's ordures ! Oh how chaſte ought 1inquents, recomp-nſe men of merit, prote& the 
that heart ro be, which is bedewed with the blood poor, juſtify the innocent. You muſt be an eye to the 
of the Word Eternal ! blind,a foot to the lame, arm & hand to the maimed, 
W hat an horrour, when a faithlefs ſoul from the. a SanQtuary to all the world,You muſt have as many 

bed of Wolves goeth out to find the Lamb,and car- «chains to oblige men to you, as God hath given you 

(c) Feds rieth the pollutions of the earth ro the Sarntuary of means of wel-doing.Let the miſeries,which ina right 

lpenar+ the living God : like to that bealtly mpreſs Afeſſa- linewould haſten to you,jit it be poſſible, may paſs no 


tulic ad pule 


vinar d». ina,ſpoken of by the Satyriſt(c)who bare to the Im- further then you : let your houſe be a ſhop, where 


yem. peri-! bed of Clardins her husband, the infamy,and R from {tones the Sons of Abraham may be raiſed. 
pd vos no:ſomnels of places, which ſhould not be ſo much ” Tha High-Prieſt heretofore bare the whole world 
diſciples as named in the Palace of a Roman Emperour. on his habir, of which he was, as it were, the Advo- 


_ wiis St. Peter (4) ſaid, we muſt break all ill thoughts cage; and you muſt think, when you are in office,all _ 
ber cuſt- by the exerciſe of the preſence of Feſus Chriſt, as the world is on your ſhoulders, and that both the 
dre, & i» the waves are daſhed againſt the rocks. And $.Chry- living and dead ſhall have a ſhare in the duty, which 
Drum re: ſoſtom (e) adviſed Prieſts to be pure, as if they were you ſhall render thereunto, Ir ſhall be your a& to 


ſpicere, fir» in Heaven amidſt the Angels, carry the Torch of example before the people, to 
mirer ug Chaſtity, faith holy Zexo, is bappy in virgins, inſtruR men, to cure and comfort their infirmit 


mala cordi ſtrong in widows, faithfull in the married, but with to pray and ſacrifice, both for the World of t 

ſu adveri- Prieſts it ought to be wholly Seraphical. Itis fir, he _ living, and thoſe, whom death already hath divided 

of choifus ſhould havelittle of the 1a9/ , who is made to man- 42 from our converſation, 

aliidere, age and handle the body of the Son of God. lt is What charity think you can you have to be dif- 

A — fit, he ſhould have ſmall commerce with the fleſh, charged from theſe obligations > You muſt learn to Nu» 


(=) Neceſſe who knoweth how to incarnate the living God in love fouls, as the moſt precious moveables you have 39"# 


e , « Deo tale 
f - ony his hands. A carnal ſoul, ready to ſell his Patrimony . in the world, to pleaſe your ſelf with the places, ſacrificinen, 


rwm,ut in for a meſs of Pottage, as the unworthy E/az,is more where the objeRt of your zeal are, and the knots of _ ”_ 
cas col's- fit for Hogs, then the SanRuary. They heretofore your charge, rather then theCourts of Princes, when mare. 
calus mrer 


ou cet Tacrificed to the Sun without effuſion of wine, and you ſhall have untamed ſpirits to govern, let ther Greg-ſupe? 


: * h. 
- vinuzes thoſe, who ſacrifice to the Maſter of the Sun, ought ſerve as an arreſt for your heart, a ſubje for your ug Wh 
_ #* to entermarry ſobriety with chaſtity, which are g, induſtry, an exerciſe for your virtues. Star in Fob 


Chryſ. de ever mutually linked together, The banquets of ment round abour the earth to entrap man. Do you 
pang rich ſeculars (faid $. Jerome f?) are not ſo proper for think you do too much, in your opinon, if you ad. 
(t) cn%, Church-men. It is much fitter to comfort them in vance fome ſteps to ſave men? Noe was ſhutup inthe 
fun ſeenia- afflitions,then to accompany them in their feaſts, A Ark with abour three hundred kinds of beaſts, peaces 
rim me Prieſt, who is ſtill preſent at weddings, 1s never well able among the waves, and deftruRtion of the world, 
qxi ba. eſteemed of, He that would behold rhe modeſty becauſe ſuch was the will of God : and you cannot 
bas tv which is to be obſerved 2: the tables of Eccleſiaſtical reſt among ſouls created according to the Image of . 
nos ports Men, let him at the leaſt rake a mode! upon thar the Divinity, whereunto you are by duty engaged 

"groves which Tertullian writeth in his \ pologetick of the under the perl of your ſoul. W hat a ſhame is it for 

4.9% Primitive Chriſtians. Our table, faith he, hath no- _ a Church-man, if he cannot live, unleſs «7 vans 

proſperis thing inir which taſteth of ſordidnefs, ſenſuality, or 60 among Horſes, Dogs,and Apes,when God ſummons 
moe. immodeſty , we eat there in proportion, we drink him to the charge of fouls? 7 nlins Ceſar wondred to 
tem according to the rules of temperance, ſo much vve fee men, who dandled Apes,having children in their 


Clenw, fatiate our ſelves as is neceſſary for men, that muſt Houfes, and who cannor but admire,if God wage 


9/974 riſe inthe night to offer their Prayersto God, We you ſo many ſpiritual children, you perpetually kiſs 


74:44 there ſpeak,and converſe as in the prefence of God, Monkeys, play with little Dogs,and carry Hawks ? 


are nn 


our hands waſhed, and Candles lighted, every one CES | 
Ki--02. reciteth what he knows of holy Scripture, and ot The eighth SECTION, 
E>.2 


his own conceit;"all to the praiſe of God. Prayer 


Neporiahs . Iu 
| endeth the banquet, as it gave beginning thereunto. 


The fifth excellency of a Prelate , which i 


| o7 Scene, and Prudence, 
From the table we go to the exerciſe of modeſty, 
and honeſty : yen would lay, if you ſaw us, it were JF Inally, for concluſion, you muſt ſprinkle gold 
not a Supper we had in hand, bur a Leſfon of Piety, oyer your Hyacinth, purple,and crimſon, Theſe 


are 
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are the rays and lights of knowledge and prudence, 
which are as neceſſary for a Prelate, as the ie for a 
beautiful body. Diſcretion (faith S. Bernard) is not a 
fimple virtue, but the Governeſs of all Virtues, the 
Guide of Pailions, and the Miſtreſs of Manners, 
ex) Diſre. Which if you take away, Virtue becometh Vice (4), 
zi0 non oft Prelates ( as Pope Zofmus afſureth us) are the 
ooam qe. £1CS Of the Church , and if theſe cies be eclipſed, 
4: moe. what darkneſs may we expe over the other parts 
pipe of the body 4 = 
rims, orn We mult not tell anoble Spirit, how ſhameful a 
dinarrixque thing it is to be in high degree of dignity, and play 
4/4» the golden beaſt, You cannot brook this affront, the 
d/#rix. very Infants and the dumb world ſpeak, and with a 
Tow va» finger ſhew it you, as did the A, of which Awmia- 
vitium erit, #8 (6) writeth, who in the City Piſtoia mounted 
re P,, mid-day into the Tribural of a Judge, and began 
©.17. with much earneſtneſs to bray , as it he had done 
Bern. ſa- well to the purpoſe. 
per Gan- It is alamentable thing, if for your ſake we be 
(b) Tri- enforced to ſay, that } ortune 1s o any pp of a 
0 au. £004 houſe, but that ſhe proſtirures her {elf to ſer- 
dubatuy d:- VAnts : that the Church 1s abſolutely wiſe, but be. 
#ina'» comes the ſhare of the ignorant, It were a ridicu- 
Amman. Jous thing, if on you the fable ofthe Owl ſhould be 
L 27. ct, verified, which telleth, That the ſmall birds had 
found a Roſe on the way, and preparing to ſing for 
waſtery, they appointed Judges to give it to the vi- 
Rorious, under title of recompenſe for his ſong, as 
the prize of his conqueſt, But as they were diſpo- 
ſing themſelves for trial, came a miſchievous Owl in 
the night, and carried away the flower without 
ſinging. Can a noble heart well endure this applica- 
tion ſhould be juitly made upon him,and to be held 
an infamous . bird , which hath ſtollen away the 
flower due to the little Nightingals ? Glaſs will not 
preſent the figure objeted, it- it be not leaded 
whatſoever you may have either of luſtre, or ta- 
lents, will have no ſubſiſtence, it you lead not your 
head with the ſtrength of endeavour. 


Should you have the Pomegranate, which is the 


fruit of Kings, and were you of the blood-royal, if 


you have nor little Bels 0n the border of your Gar- 
ments, as had the High-prieſt of the old Law, to 
make the doctrine of the word of God to reſound, 
you would be deſpiſed. hy then do you intermed- 
dle with ſo many toys and petty trifles of cluldren ? 
You ſhould be an Alcxander, who better loverh 
the Launce of Achilles, then the Lyre of Parzs. You 


The Prelatc, 


that are in the pay of the Covereign Eirg, whoſe hi- 
berality cannot deceive you, in a moſt borcouuble 
proteflion, and which ſkould rot be blenuiſhed with” 
remiſneſs, would you ſpare your endeavour to do 
ſomething worthy your birth? Do you not behold 
a flouriſhing Nobility round about you, which be- 
ing conſecrated to the Church diſcovereth marvel. 
lous hop.s unto us ? Some do as the vines of S-yr- 
na , that, whileſt they were in b'oſſom, bear their 


10 fruit, There is nothirg now every where but ſtudy, 


and fervour. There are thoſe, who win Trey the 

magnificent, now wholly enflamed, and will you 

under hatches he ſnoring in the Ship, 
in ihe ſecond place, foe who you are, You are 

deſtined to treat tlie cauſe of men wich God, 

(a) would you betray it? You are ſelefed to be (4) owns 

the Oracles of God ; would you make your felf a Tour cx 

Weather-cock? You are choſen to bethe Ark of 


aſc: mptus 


the Teſtament ; would you become a veſſel of re. ps 165uni- 


20 probation » You are an Angel, and in hope a little { <oft 
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God; would you be an Angel of darkneſs , anda ,;.. aur ad 
god of ftraw ? Apply your telf wholly ro God, to £m. 
whom you owe all. it is not a matter ofgiſcretion - +756 Y 
for you to do well, it is a point of neceflity, Angels 19s 1ib.4. 
hover over your heads, and men are on every fide P=ticc- 
to obſerve your ations, Thoſe, who are blinde as Magiilra- 
Moles in their own errours, have the cys ofa Lynx t#s Ce- 
toeſpy your imperfections (b). * alozs 


Do you not enjoy a goodly honour, when it ſhall avyvree , 


30 be ſaid of you, that you have a Dignity, which be- {12s o66- 


. A lile te 
comes you, as a ring of gold the ſnout of a hog ( as r apy 
ſpeakerh the Scripture (c) ,and when the King, who ſcerdoribus 


' , > ke ” © : _ proprium. 
is pleaſed to take the pains io look into the deport- 4,7 


ments of men Fccleliaſtical, who are of eminent pitt. 3. 
extraction, ſhall perceive you are in the Church ag 7" ** 5 
| emma dz- 
an unprofitable burthen, id) to diſgrace the charge ,igunws : 
which honoureth you, and that all thoſe that name dow 19a, 


you, when you happen to be mentioned in ho- Seb. and 


 nourable aſſemblies, will wiſh a cloud of darkneſs m/pecuo 
o at noon-day to cover the ſhame oi their ſforcheads? ©#is - 


X magiſtra eſt 
Add, that the Church ſtretched out her arms and puilice 4i- 
entreateth you wou!d not ſuffer her Laurels to wi. /##%<- 

pe 4 re” (c) Frovy, 

ther in your hands,to defile her victories,nor eclipſe ;;"circutm 
her lights, She hath ſeen many miſeries, many hath _ 

ſhe born, many vanquiſhed , bur never felt any {7 = 

wounds more dolorous then thoſe, which fell upon «par fine 

1) ! C MEVTHTON M7 

her by vice (e) ignorance, and rhe negligence of 77s 

her Prelates. That is it, which hath opened the gate tonorum 1: 


to hereſies, which hath fomented infidelities, enlar. 1 re 


homie, dt. 


muſt in theſe Scholes be fed with the marrow of 50 ged impiery, diſpoſed the brows of the wicked tO ,,uu in is- 


Lions, as that young Prince,and not entertain your 
ſelf with catching of flies, When you grow aged, 
you ſhould not be ina Biſhoprick, like a blinde Cy- 
clops inan hollow Caves 


The ninth SECT1 ON, 


The Motives, which noble Prelates have tothe 


duty of their Prof«ſſuon. 


N the Name of God, permit you may be reQif- 

ed in theſe kve virtues , which I have betore al. 
ledged.The obligations which you have hereunto, 
if you well conſider them, are very great, Firſt, You 
ſee that ſuch, as are of the ſame blood with you, en- 
deavour to make good what they profeſs, Thoſe 
who manage Arms will part with nothing of the 
glory of Arms, The moſt rimerous would be flayed, 
and rorn piece-meal,for a poor panRilio of honour, 
which is oft-rimes merely imaginary. They fly 


60 


impudence, the rongueto ſlander, the hands to ra» 41g, ora- 

pine , which hath darkened the preſent times with Men. 

horrible confufions, and which vomiteth upon the 1. x. ad Ec. 

times and ages of poſterity. Will you encreaſe theſe on yp 

calamities, and with your corrup:ions make a bridg c,inuwn 

for the faithleſs ro ruine Chrifuanity ? For that » =» 

perhaps ſhall be the laſt ſcourge , which God will {,, 7c. 

uſe to puniſh the abuſes of ill Prelates, and the ſins adveil. , 

of the people in general. hg mart 
For corclufion I demand, what will become of rum piis 

you inthe end at the laſt judgment of God, under «©: * * 

which the Angels tremble, who govern the world? 

What will become of you, when you ſhall be accu- 

ſed to have been a Viper in the Church, a ſcandal 

to the ſimple, an ill example to the moſt corrupt, a 

fhery Torch, that would enflame the houſe of God ? 


Where may one finde puniſhments ſufficient to in- 


'fii& on you, and were can you get members enough 


to furniſh out ſo many puniſhments, when the 


among naked Swords,Flames, and Musket-ſhots, to 70 ſtones ard marbles of thoſe places you have poſlelſ- 
ſed will_crack into pieces to fly into your eys ? On 
the contrary, ifyou take the right way, which I 

| | propoſe, 


purchaſe a little reputation , which hath not ever 


the reward it expecteth, And you, O Noble-men, 


Part 2, 


M artyrol. 


_ G6 
6, Januar. 
PR aronmus, 


Chron, A _ 
lexandr. 
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propoſe, you ſhall lead a peaceable lifein the ſecu- 
rity of a good conſcience, rich in honour and abi- 
lity, honourable in reputation, terrible to the wick- 
ed, reverenced by honeſt men, fertile in good aQti- 
ons, abundant in infinity of fruits, fruitful in 
recompenſes, proſperous in ſucceſles, glorious to 
poſterity, attended on earth with the odour of vir- 
tues, and crowned in Heaven by Eternity, 


The tenth SECT10ON. 


'The examples of great Prelates are very lively 


ſpurs to Virtue, 
3” O come to this effe&, often repreſent before 
t your eys the lively images of ſo many worthy 
Prelates, who have flouriſhed —_—_ all Ages,and 
behold them as Stars, which God with his own hand 
hath planted in this great firmamentofthe Church, 
as well that he there might make his glory ſhine, as 


boveall, let not your cie paſs over E. Ci.arles Borro- 
mins, whom Ged hath moGe reſpiendent in our 
days, totezch us, that no Age is ſecluded from 
Sanctity, 

A man is powerful to perſwade virtue, when in 


one and the fame inttant he alledgeth threefcore - 


thouſand reaſons, each of which weigh a Crown cf 


gold (bath one of the belt Writers of this Age {ajd:) 
and fo Gd $.Charles, torl:king threeſcore thouland 


16 crowns of yearly rent tor one mornings Mals. 


He was a Biſhop, who oftenfafted with bread and 
water,even in .he ume of iealts, who every day taid 
bis Ereviary on lus Knees, and moiſtened 1t with his 
tears : who celebrated Maſs every day with a maje- 
ſty more then humane, who had iwo retirements in 
theyear to attend to Spiritual exerciſes ; who read 
the Bible on his knees, thedding briniſh rears, who 
gave alms above his ability, who in perſon waited 
on the inic&tious, who wore hair cloth under his 


here to prepare a way for our direction. Think 20 ſcarlet habit,who ſlept on the bare boards,who ir- 


ſometime within your ſelf what a ſpirit one S. Ni/a- 
mo had,who died with terrour as they bare him to 
the 1hrone of a Biſhop, for which ſo many other 
pine away with ambition, he foregoing lite with ap- 
prehention he ſhould loſe his innocency ? What hu- 
mulity in S. Peter of Alexandria,who being the law- 
ful Succeſſor of S. ark would never mount to 
his Chair, but contented himſeltto fit the reſidue of 
his days on the foot-ſtool, until, after his death, the 
people, having attired him with his Pontifical habir, 
dd carry his body to the ſeat, which he never had 
poſſeſſed? A man truly humble, whoſe death muſt 
be expected to honour his merit, asit honour were 
incompatible with his life. What zeal in Eſt athivgs 
Biſhop of Epiphanium, whoſe heart was ſo ſurpri. 
zed with only notice of the profanation ofaChurch, 
that he fell down dead in the place, making himſelf 
aTomb, furniſhed with the triumphs of his own pie- 
ty, athcuſand times more pretious then gold and 


red not out of his Dioce6, who viſited 1t on foor, 
who in his charge made himfclf indefarigable, who 
ever was the foremoſt in good works,in theChurcÞ, 
in the Hoſpital, with the ſick, ar a Sermon, who w: $ 
moſt exact in not giving Orders, nor Benefices, but 
to perſons very Cpable, and oi good life , who ne- 
ver did any matter important, without communica- 
ting it to the Pope, and his Cardinals, whom he as 
an Oracle honoured, Thetfe are the words of this 


30 fore-mentioned Authour, which ſeem to bave very 


little bulk, but much weiohc, Is jr not ſifficient i 
make you undertake by neceflity that, which you 
cannot refuſe without crime ? No longer think up- 
on piety as a thing impollible, and do nor like il} 
Phylicians, who make the i;ck deſpair 0 healch, be- 
cauſe they cannot cure them, 

Theſe later Ages are not ſo barren of good men, 
who are moſt excellent Plants in the Orchard of Al- 
mighty Ged, but that ithath born, and doth {till 


richeſt Diamonds 2 Whar hiberality in -$. Exupcri- 40 produce plenty of good Prelates, who honour their 


#; Biſhop of Tholoxſe, to give away the gold and 
ſilver of his Church, tor the neceſſities of the poor, 
yea, even to the carrying of the bleſſed Sacrament 
in a little basket of Ofier ? What charity in Saint 
Paulinrs, who after he had in alms ſpent his whole 
Patrimony, which was both very rich and abundant, 
fold himſelf, and voluntarily became a ſlave, to re- 
d:cm the ſons of poor Widows? W hat faith in Saint 
Gregery Thaumati: ons, ro remove mountains, and 


proteſſion by the merit of their virtues. It you cait 
your eie upon thoſe, whom the nearneſs of time 
doth make us, as it were, almoſt to touch, you ſhall 
bchold a Cardinal George of Ambiyſe , who was 
marvelioufly potent, but employed all his power to 
the maintenance of the Church, and «tate, and ne- 
ver ſought to be great, bur to oblige infer1ours, nor 
approach to :he Court, but there moſt s{orioully io 
ſerve his Prince. 


command over Elements, with as much liberiy as a 59- A Zimencs, Arch-bilkop of Telcdo,yho amidſt the 


Maſter over his ſervants ? What power in S. Leo,and 
S. L:pus, coſtay Attila, and make head againit an 
Army compoſed of ſeven hundred thouſand men, 
drawn from the moſt dreadful Nations of the earth? 
What confidence in S$. 4artiy, to ſubmit his ſhoul. 
ders to receive the fall of a huge tree, on condition 
he might thereby baniſh the 1dols ? Let us lay afide 
all other ations, which are miraculous : behold che 
lives of thoſe , who have traced a more ordinary 


magnificcrice of Court retained the auſterity of 2 
religious man,who was ſuch an enemy of powp,and 
oitentation, that he hath been ſeen ro viſit his Dio- 
ceſs on foot, without train,or attendance, who cm;- 
ployed Ins ample revenues, to make war againſt F,- 
razens, bu:ld Monaſteries, found Univerhties, im- 
print thoſe admirable Bibles in many Languages, 
which are the tre: ſures of all the Libraries in the 
world. A Pol, who was not only free from the 


way. Imitate the contemplation of a S. Dcnzs, the 6Q ambitions and avarice of the worid , hut made as 


fervour of a $. 1gnati-s, the conſtancy of a $. Atha- 
naſirs, the contempt of the world of a S. Hilary,the 
Seneroſity ofa S. Cyprian,the auſterity of a S. Bap/, 
the mildnefs ofa S. Augrtine, the majeſty ofa. 
Ambroſe, the vigilancy ota S. Gregory, the vigour 
of a S.C'yril, the wiſdom of a S, Remigins. Propoſe 
to-your ſelf the acts of S.Vedaſizrs, Herenlanus, E- 
leatherins, Medaraus, Lucipinus, Nicerius, Roma- 
nas, Sulpitms, Pretextatins, Germans, Amanans, 
Claudirs, Lambertus, Wolphranus, Swibertus, and 
many ſuch like. Conſider the deportments of $.T ho- 
mas Of Canterbury, S. Lewis of Thelouſe, ang, a- 


ſmall an account of his body, as of his ſhirt, ſince he 
being violently perſecuted by King Heary the 
"Eighth, plainly ſaidyrhar tor defence of che faith he 
would as willingly diſ-array himſelſof life, as of his 
habit, and would ever be as :cady to enter into his 
Tomb, as into his bedro ſlcep, You ſhall there be. 
hold the four Cardinals of B:urben,who have equal= 
led their virmncs to the blood of Kings, and the Par. 


ple ofcheir ſacred College, The great Cardinal of 


-o Lorrain,who hath had the honor ro anoint three of 


ourKings with his own harnds,to afviſt in cheirCoun- 
cils, to enlighten them with the rays of his ſpirit, to 
7 defend 


Tie N 670. 
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*erd them by lis fdelity, fortifying his hard from 
his cendreſt youth, for the conſer vauen of ihe State. 
in all theſe pomps he wore auſterity under ſcarlet, 
he preached, and ardently catechiſed the moſt {:m- 
ple of his Dioreſs, he ſupported, as an adamantine 
pillar, the taith, wh.ch was both in France and Gey- 
»any lo ſhaken by the unſpeakable diſorder of rhe 
times : he received the remnants of the Engl: 
ſhipwrack with moſt pious liberality, he inſtitured 
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* body and minde vpon this tweity, that we 77; h 
* wonder be ſhiurk rot-vrder the burtben- comp 
* bating ſometimes by writirg, ſcmetime by core. 
* terce with thoſe who were cppoſite,reniovirg ard 
* animating ſuch as were ſtvpid,ard in ſum,carryirg 
* this buſireſs with ſuch zeal and conſtancy., char 
* your Majeſty could not hope for ſo manyrials, 
* not to fay, ſo many maſter-pieces , yea miracles, 
* from the moſt affetionate and couragious of all 


Religious Orders, he raiſed Seminaries, he, on eve- 10 * your ſervants, Behold the teſtimony ot a moſt un- 


ry {ide armed againſt impiety. 

A Cardinal of Texrxoy, who ſerved four Kings, 
to wit, Fraxczs the Firſt, Hegry the Second, Fray- 
ct the Second ; . Charles the Ninth, and thatin 
France and Rem, in all che moſt important affairs : 
being likewiſe Arbirratour of the great Potentates 
of the earth, with a moſt remarkable loyalty, a pru- 
dence ineſtimable,a courape invincible, A Baroning, 
who hatch ererrized himſelf by the endeavour of 


tainted Prelate. 

| ſay nothing of the excellent Bellarmixe, nor of 
that prime man among the Learned, the moſt illu- 
ſtrious Percy, nor of the great light of farRity, my 
Lord Biſhop of Geneva, whoſe hives are printed, 1 
likewiſe behold moſt eminent perſonages on the 
Theatre of France, who as celeſtial bodies, have ſuf. 
ficient height and luſtre, and are of ability to exer- 
ciſe a pen more powerſul then mine : but ſince 1 


bis hards, « thouſand times more honourable then 20 have put my ſelf upon limits,'not to ſpeak here of 


all che Monarchs of Egypt in their rich Marbles, 
Pyramids, and Obelisks. Bur from whence think 
you have the large bleſlings of his labours proceed. 
ed, but from a mort innocent life, wh:ch was as the 
Sun without blemiſh ? but from a moſt ardent cha- 
rity, which couſed him for the ſpace of nine whole 
years, to viſit Hoſpitals morning and evening, to 
help the necefſicies of the poor ? but from a moſt 
ſingular piety, which waſting his life in the fervour 


any man now living, better love to reſemble thoſe, 
who being not of [tature able to afixCrowrs on the 
head of the Suns ſtatue, burnt flowers to it,to make 
their odour mount to the Heavens, $0 lirce 1 can- 
not crown their merit with humane praiſe, I will 
offer up. prayers and vows for their proſperities, 
with all fubmiſſion due to their eminent qualities, 
Asit is not my humour profuſely ro enlarge upon 
the panegyricks of the living , ſo is it not my inten- 


of his prayers, conſumed alſo his revenues with 30 tion to inſert all the dead in this little Treatiſe, If 


good works in moſt ſacred liberalities ? 

A Telct, a Religious man out of Order,who, rai. 
ſed to the dignity of a Cardinal, employed the moſt 
part of the hours of day and night in prayer , living 
on nothing almoſt but herbs and pulſe, faſting the 
Saturdays with bread and water, and adding a par. 
ticular Leyr beſides the ordinary, to the honour of 
the-molt glorious Virgin Afary,as the reverend Fa- 
ther Hilarian de C:ſta, obſerveth inthe Treatiſe of 


his life, Cardinal D' Ofſat, writing to AMenſienr 49 the eys of men, is bur acloud in painting, a 


Villeroy affordeth him the titles of ſandtity,learning, 
prudence, integrity, worth, fidelity; and faith, it is 
an admirable thing, to ſee the handy-work of God 
in raiſing this great man for advancement of the af. 
fairs of Fran: e, and abſolution of the late King of 
moſt famous memory. And the great Cardinal Pe- 
rox,in a letter he wrote to this triumphantMonarch, 
dated the ſecond of September, in the year 15 95. 
faith, among other things, ſpeaking of the negotia- 


you ſeek for thoſe, who ſpeak and write purpoſely, ;;, 


eg. Pa- 


you will be overwhelmed with a main cloud of wit- ftoral cuz 
neſſes, which will ſhew you men who have been '* © 


greater then Kingdoms, who have parallel'd the 
paſſed Apes, edificd thepreſent, enlightened the fu- 
ture, and upheld + fortunes by a much greater 
ſanctity. All theſe will tell you, we have nothing 


immortal in us, but the riches of the minde, and all 


this exteriour luſtre of the world , which charmeth 
tt 

vapour of water, a fable of time, a Dial, whic _ 
then only behold, when the Sun of honour refle&- 
eth on ir, and, which muſt in the end be buried in an 
eternal night of oblivion. Let us now ſee the great 
S. Ambroſe,wtom we among thouſands have fele&- 
ed to ſerve as a model for this firſt diſcourſe. You 
therein ſhall obſerve a man of a moſt noble extra- 
ion, endowed with admirable parts, and, who by 
neceſsity of duty, and conſiderations of charity, was 


tion of To/et upon this affair. © Bel:des, that he hath & , converſant in the Courts of Emperours, and in the 


© renounced all worldly reſpe&s, to embrace the e- 
* quity and juſtice of we cauſe, that he hath ſhut 
* up his eys from the natural obligation of his 
* Prince, Country, Parents, that he hath trampled 
* under foot all forts of menaces, promiſes, and tem- 
* ptations : he hath alſo taken ſo much pain both of 


infinite perplexity of many affairs, which he with all 
manner of prudence and courage handled, ſhewing 
in his deportments a vigorous ſanity, choſen by 
the Divine Providence, to make, as it were, the 
whole ſiate of Chriſtendom moſt eminent, 
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The firſt SECTION. 


Hu 


HE firſt mark of perfeRion, which we re- 
quirein a good Prelate, to wit, Divine cal- 
ling, is in great Ss Ambroſe ſo manitelt, thar, 
were it written with the rays of the Sun, it could 
not be made more perſpicuous. We may in ſome 
ſort ſpeak of him,whart he ſaid (a) of S.7ohn Baprift, 
Thar it ſeemeth God began to prepare him from his 
Mother's womb, to exerciſe his virtue one day in 
main bartles. Firſt,It is a thing remarkable,thart ſee- 


Calling. 


wife and daughter beheld this pretty ſport, made a 
ſign ſhe ſhould hold her hands, leſt by exaſperating 
theſe lirtle creatures, ſhe might provoke their 
ſtings. In the end, they peaceably forlook the ,place 
and ſoared away fo high , that they loſt fight of 
them. At that time Ambroſe, Father of our great 
Prelate, ſpake aloud as with che ſpirit of prephcſie ; 
T his Inf.ant ſhall be great. And verily , theſe Bees 
much better alluded to S. Ambroſe, then to Plato, 


cap. ts , . . fg" : ; 
vngebarwr » ing reſolution was taken in Heaven, to make this 10 who is ſaid to have had the like hap in his infancy, 


& quaſe bo- 
mus athlete 
exercebatuy 
in wurero 
mat rius anm- 
pliſs:mo 
enim VINES 
£ ertamint 
pg ar abatur. 
(6) Z22ren. 
adverius 
Vigilan- 
rium. 


Sela Gallia earth ; 


wonſtra an 
habuit , ſed 
vVIrH ſemper 
fornſi1ms . 
& clogye®- 
DILLCS 
bundavit. 
(c) $1d0- 
nius Apol. 
carm. 1. 
Invitth per- 
flant 4nt- 
mig [- 
perſunt , 

F am prope 


poft ainmam 


(d) The 
Cradle of 
S. AMm- 


bygſe, 


Prelate one of the moſt couragious and eloquent 
men of the world, he ſhould be extrafted from the 
Nobility, which is ordinarily full of generoſity ; be. 
ing derived from a Father, honoured with one of 
the chief charges of the Empire , which was the 
Lieutenancy over the Gazls. Belides, he came into 
the world firſt breathing French air , which hath 
been eſteemed (according to S. Hierom(b)the Coun- 
trey of the moſt noble and learned ſpirits of che 
and Sidonins (c) another Prelate bach - ſaid, 
The valour of a Fr:nch-man extendeth further then 
hislife , for he liveth even then, when the foul and 
body are divided. Secondly, As we have obſerved 
before, God many times declared the calling of In. 
fants by ſundry preſages. It wasa great ſign of the 
eloquence of Saint Ambroſe, ro behold a ſwarm of 
Bees (4) all rogether ſertle on his Cradle, which was 
ar that time brought our into a Court of his Fa- 
ther's Palace, that the Childe migat thereby take a 


lictle freſh air. The Nurſe ſeeing ibelſe little honey- 3o hand ofa Biſhop, he therein raking much pleaſure. 


creatures buzz about him, much nearer then ſhe 
could have wiſhed, coming, and going to his lips, 
was affrighted,and thoughc to drive them away, bur 
the Father, who walking inthe fame place with his 


For we muſt affirm, the eloquence of Plato had hon 
in it,and no ſting : bur this of $. Ambroſe,beſides the 
exceeding ſweetneſs thereof in peaceable argu- 
ments, had, when there was occalion of combate 
ſtings that pierced to the quick, : 
We may well ſay,he was the moſt claborate in his 
ſtyle, of all the DoRours of the Church, eſpecially 
if we ſpeak of the Latizes, For many, as S. Hierom, 
and S. Ang+/tine,often-times ditated with much ve- 

20 hemency of ſpirit what came to their minde : but rc) am- 
S. Ambroſe did not ſo much accuſtome himſelf ro 5:9 Epi? 
dictate to a writer, for he in compoſing ever had his pg 
pen in hand, (e) to poliſh his works at leiſure, ang v4 ««- 
as we fay, Lick his own Bear. ; ane" 

Add hereunto another gn of his vocation.,in the milem ſave 
childiſh ſports he exerciſed without conſideration, "**"/®. 
as did heretofore Saint 4rhimuaſins, being then, as he, as —_ 
an Ivfant , which was , to cavſehis ſiſter ard the ©Fnoere, 
children which a:tended her,to kiſs his hand, 


a> lento 
as the gu dam fi- 
gore grads, 
aptius wide - 


It ſeemerh , God ſometimes ſheweth children as Z' — 


with his finger the way they ſhould purſue. It is am mans 
an admirable thing, that there was in Pars found 
a young beggar,called Aſ2»ritiz., ſo far rranſport- 


ed 


noſtro effi» 
gere ſtylo, 
&c. 

= 


ed in his own fancy, that he one day might become 
Biſhop of Paris , that many offers being jeltingly 
made unto him in his infinite necefſity,to.move him 
to renounce the right he pretended tothe . Biſhop- 
rick of this ample City , 1t proved merely*impollt- 
ble: which a wealchy man perceiving, he fo further- 
ed bim in ſtudy,as in the end he came to the degree, 
which to himſelf he had prefigured. What ſhall we 
ſay ? God unlooſeth everthe tongues of Mothers, 
to ſpeak prophetically touching the ſtate of their 1 
children. Witneſs a moſt honourable Lady , named 
14a, Mother of three Sons, Baldwin, Godfrey, En 
Face, who one day ſporting with her , and hiding 
themſelves under her Gown, and many times ſhew- 
ing their heads with divers pretty childiſh dallian- 
ces ; the Father caſually coming thicher in the midſt 
of their play, as they were all covered with their 
Mother's garment, demanded, z/ho have we there ? 
The Lady readily anſwered, not knowing what ſhe 


proved; Baldwin was King of fernſalem, Gedfrey 
ſucceeded in the Dutchy of Lerrain to his Lather 
the great Godfrey of Boxillon, and Euſtace was Earl 
of Zolcigne. God made uſe of this woman's tongue, 
as of the hand of a Dial , which pointerh out the 
hours, as the great wheel guides it, leaving no me. 
mory where it touched. Ambroſe did the like at thar 
time, direted by the ſpirit of God. He made him. 
ſelf Biſhop in his own imagination ; but when he 


judgment, he cherein uſed all reſiſtance, not think- 
ing he was called thereunto. 

In the third place, his calling was altogether ex- 
| traordinary and miraculous, in that being ſent into 
| theTerritory of Mil/ax,in the quality ofa Govern. 
| 


our : Probxs, who ſubſtituted him, merrily ſaid , 
vale, age, Go, rule like a Biſhop, raiher chen a Preſident : re- 


ay 2, Bp commending mildneſs unto him, that he might ap- 
dex. [ea wt 


F:iſ.opw, Ply a lenitive to the great rigours that were uſed in 


| Probus and Ambroſe had projeted , for, as the Hi. 
| ſtory telleth , Azxentins, an Arrian Biſhop, who 

had much longer lived then was fit for a man fo 
| wicked, ſome little time before deceaſed at Allan, 
| the Metropolitan place of his Dioceſs,8& when there 

was queſtion to proceed to election, there were ma- 
| ny difficulties between the Catholicks and Arrians, 
| every one covering to create a Biſhop of his own 
party, The emularion, which was much enkindled, 


| ſides, before it could be quenched, Ambroſe,asa Ma- 
| giſtrare, went thither to redreſs it. And behold at 

the ſame inſtant a little childe, as if it had been an 

Angel deſcended from Heaven, cried out in the 
*1e ele; MIdIt of the Aſſembly, Ambroſe muſt be created Bi- 
on of St. ſhop, This loud voice was ſeconded by all men, as a 
_— voice ſent from the mouth of God, The fire of diſ- 
cenm, fention was quenched in an inſtant, the moſt outra- 


Can. 1. g10us Courages forſook their Arms, and thonght on 
Aiſeram 


OE ee ie, een oo —_— — 
- 


| » magi baptized , to bear him by ordinary degrees to the 


from.9% Epiſcopal Chair. 

necaum 03+ : 

&-it eſe 4i- There were ſome obſtacles herein on every ſide. 

ſopuwce Tor firſt, it was againſt the Laws of the Church to 
ano - 


MUS EPs eth thoſe Prelates, who give Orders fo Prieſts pre- 
— <0 {ently after baptiſm. Secondly, There was an Edi of 


| e-02. ve the Emperour,which forbad the advancement of his 


| mite an'® Officers and civil Magiſtrates, without his expreſs 
| quam Tyro, 


tins pi- ChQoſe a Biſhop,fince theCouncil of Nice condemn- 


ps: 0p vy ly dedicated ſro a ſecular life, had neither vein nor 
qu 1/4 


pul, Artery, which enclined to eleRtion, But who can re- 


purſued the way of his proper reaſon, and natural 30 


£30 The HOLY COURT. The Prelate. P 


Giſt the ſpirit of God, when he is pleaſed to ſtrike a 
ſtroke-with his own hand beyond the imagination 


- andqudgments. of men? All difficulties one after 
' another were taken away: and this eleQion was a 


: 


-proyed, not only by the holy See, but of all the Ea. 


ern,and Weſtern Biſhops, who much rejoyced and 
congratulated with S. ART Dy their Letters. The 
Emperor / al:xtinian gave his aflent thereunto, boa- 


ſting, he had ſent fuch good Governours toProvin- 


© ces, that they were thought capable of Biſhopricks, 


There was no body but Ambroſe to-fubdue , who 
uſed all ſorts of engines and practices: to divert this 
purpoſe. He,who ever of his own nature was excee- 
ding milde,teigned himſelf bloody,caufing racks and 
tortures to be publickly exerciſed on offenders, yer 
needs would they bave him for Biſhop, He, who 
wzs moſt chaſte, made men and women of ill life 
haunt his kouſe, and deſcended even to the ſhadow 
of (in, to flee the light of glory, yet ceaſed they nor 


ſhould ſay, It s a King; « Duke, and a Connt. SOir 20 to purſue him, He ox ae afrerhe had for a whole 


night travelled hard, thinking he was far off, found 
himſelf at the gates of Afilan, from whence he de. 
parred, In the end he was forced co yield to the ſpi. 
rit of Almighty God, who Save 9m ſuch evident 
tokens of his calling. Needs muſt he undergo the 
charge he ſo conſtantly had refuſed, and where hu- 
mane prudence loſethits ſight, we muſt ſuffer it to 
attend the direction of Eternal Providence. 


The ſecond SECTION: 


A ſoort Elogie of the Life, and Manners of 
S. Ambroſe, 


[ Will do as Geographers, who put the whole 
World into alittle Map. I intend to comprize 
in ſew words that which deſferveth a Volume, and 
give you a brief table of the life, and manners of 
this great Saint. 


S. Ambroſe was a man,in whom it ſeemed virtue Rate en- 
ye! | was incorporated, to make it ſelf viſible to mortal 42vments 
matter of juſtice, This fell out much otherwiſe then 40 eys. Goodnefs, which cometh to others by ſtudy, 


ſeemed his by nature, fince he had conſecrated his 
intancy by the ignorance of vice, and whiteneſs of 
innocency, Others think it ill to commit aſin, and 
with him it was a great vice to omit a virtue, When 
he lived in the houſe of his father, with his good fi- 
ſter Marcellina, be attended to the praftice of vir- 
tuous actions : they both were as flint-ſtones, which 
by proximity make the ſparkles fly,So the holy emu- 
lation they uſed in the purſuit of good enkindled 


| threatened to draw blood from the veins of both 5© the ſenſible apprehenſion of God in their hearts, b 


a mutual reverberation, He went from this Schole 
as Samuel from the Tabernacle, to bear innocency 
to the Epiſcopal Throne, and there to receive di- 
gnity. His lite ſerved as a Rule, his example as a 
Torch, his Learning as an Ornament, and his very 
ſilence, as an admonition. 

}t you regard the virtues, which ordinarily lay the 
foundations of ſpiritual building; ſuck as are ſobrie. 
ty and continency ; Ambroſe undertook fafts for 


-/? eum fe- 00: hing but to raiſe Ambroſe, who was not as yet 60 delight, commonly eating but once a day, and that 


with moderation : he tied himſelf to the one: for 
thelove of the Crofs, and admitted the other by 
way of neceſlity, This exerciſe much ſerved him to 
conſerve his purity, which moſt inviolably he kept 


[9] 


art; >, 


f a Pre* 


late, 


4 


evenin the very courſe of ſecular life,as it was found 
in his private papers, where he very ardently begged 


of Almighty God, that he would give him grace to 
maintain in his Epiſcopal dignity the pift of chaſti- 
ty, which he had offered himin a ſecular lifs He 


| xe priz: Conſent, In the third plage, Ambroſe, who was whol- 70 daily roſe from his bed , as-the Phoenix from her 


neſt, having no other flames, but thoſe of that great 
Sun, which ſcorcheth Angels in Heaven,and the moſt 


Angelica! 


Part 2, 


Expreſla 
ab Hilar. 
«Arcl, 


Angelical hearts on earth, From this temperance 

roceeded bis admirable converſation,which gained 
all hearts , ard who ſo well knew how to joyn the 
wiſdom of the Serpent with the fimplicity of the 
Dove. He was prudent with good men, tharp a- 
gain(t the praRtices of the wicked, yet crafty never. 
His diſcourſe came from him with ſuch an Qecono- 
my,thart the ignorant found inſtruction therein , the 
curious light , the learned folidity, the eloquent 
grace, the vitious terrour, the vir:uous edification, 
the timorous confidence, the afthifted conſolation, 
and the whole world admiration. There was nothing 
idle in this man,all ſpake in him, all tended to praiſe» 
worthy a&tions : his ſtndy was holy Letcers,his care 
tro expreſs in his manners what he had read in books, 
he was prompt in all which he did, and had but one 
hinderance in the world, and that was prayer,which 
he would never have left, if diſcretion had not 
taught bim to forſake God, to finde God. His in- 


Tie HOLY COURT. 


The Prelate. 


ſo well did he know to diſpence theſe two d.fferent 
affetions, Every man reverenced him as his Lord, 
and obſerved him as his jather , each man thoughr, 
he tound his country, kindred, and accommouda- 
tions, where S. Ambroſe was, 
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The ſecond. SECTION, 
his Government, 


He Eccleliaſtical Government of $. ſmbreſe 

is the rule of all the'noble actions of the Clers 
gy, as heretofore the Sicle of the SanQtuary was the 
model of other coins, This great man bach left fuch 
an Idea hereot in his writings and manners, that the 
ſenſual figde therein how to conſider their.end, the 
luke-warm wherewith to he enflamed,the imperſeR 
to be corrected,and the moſt perfe&t what they may 
daily learn. His fair foul was as the 7bzs, a bird of 
Egypt, which buildeth ber neſt in the Palms. It was 
perpetually converſant in grex contemplations,and 


tencons were moſt ſincere, his. negotiations honour- 22 had no more impreſſions of the earth, then the ſu- 


able, his filence diſcrete, his words ever profitable, 
his heart full of compaſſion ; and although the emi- 
nency of his life raiſed him above all men, yet the 
ſwcerneſs of his nature made him familiar with all 
ſuch as ftood in need of his aſſiſtance. As much as 
his zcal made him terrible to thoſe, who durſt con- 
trend with his Maſter , ſo much his mildnels render. 
ed hini communicable to all the world : his exteri- 


our imployments nothing diminiſhed his interiour, , 


preme ſphere ot celeitial bodies. 

The principal Maxim,on which he eftabliſhed the 
perfection of his Ecclebaſtical life, was that which 
he afterward digelted in writirg, in the Epiſtle to Epift, ad 


Trenem, whereot 1 have ſpoken heretoſore: * Go 1reneun, 


* tO, Ambroſe ( faith he within himſelf) behold thy 4**,** ſe- 

* ſelf a Prieſt, and, which this. Thiscon- 2 
a Prielt, and, which is more, a Biſhop, This con- bri rertii 

* dition requireth a ſober gravity , alienated from i» ordine 


* the manners of ordinary men, a life wholly feri- (5% foun. 


nor <1d retirement for contemplation hinder the ?® © ous, weighty,and ſolid, in degree of ſingularity. It dation of- 


manage of affairs. 

Never was he imperious, but to ſupport the Fm- 
pire of the Saviour 0: the World, As heelevated 
himſelf towards Heaven, when there was occaſion 
to defend the Church , ſo he humbled himlelf ro 
loweſt degrees, when he wasto condeſcend to hu. 
mane infirmities, Honour always ſeemed to him the 


tribute of God, and whileſt he lived, he — 
e 


yielded it to his Maſter, without keeping ought el 


*is a folly co think the dignity of a Biſhop conſiſterh —_—_— 
* 1n the exerciſe of ceremonies , or exteriour ge- REA 

* {tures in publick. How ſhall he be regarded by the * 

* people, who hath nothing in his manners different 

* trom the people > What wouldſt thon have the 

* world admire in thee, if it behold nothing in thee 

* aboveit ſelf, if it findes its imperfeRtions there, if 

* atrer it hath bluſhed ar one vice to which it is ſub- 

* je, ir obſerve thou haſt placed it in the throne 


for himſelf but che burthen of his miniſtery.Hiscon- 7 © * of dignity with thee ? Since needs I muſt be a Bi- 


tinnal exerciſe was to inſtru& Monarchs , exhort 
people,convinceHereticks,comfort the afflicted, feed 
the hungry, cloath the naked , redeem priſoners, 
encertain pilgrims, ſhew the way ot ſalvation tothe 
erring, ſave the deſperate trom ſhipwrack, enflame 
the luke-warm, cheriſh che tervent, provide tor all 
thoſe who were under his charge, and punctually to 
a all che durics of his profettion. , 

He thought all the miſeries in the world were pro- 
perly his, and bewailed them as his own. He like- 
wiſ: accounted the good hap, commodity, and ad- 
vancements of his Neighbour, were his own riches 
and enablemenis,as if in one ſole heart all the hearts 
of the world were included. There was neither need 
of Porter, nor Page in his houſe, ro give him notice 
of ſuch as would ſpeak with him, for he was ever ex« 
poſed to commerce, as writeth S. Auguſtine, Every 
one ran to him,nor did any man think the time long 
in his company , ſuch pleaſure they took in his con- 


verſation, The needy who arrived at his houſe 90 


went not away withour relief. From the time he en- 
tered into office, he conſecrared his whole patrimo- 
"ny to the poor, giving, as it were, all he had, with- 
out reſerving {o much as himſelf, Although cranſi- 
tory goods are conſumed , fath never 1s waſted, 
Faith ſerveth for alms;,- and aims *tailnor to tairh, 
Theſe temporal affiſtances gave paſſage to grace 
and ſpiritual viſits, by which he endeavoured 40 
fweeten, as with oy!, the yoke of 7eſw Chriſt, and 
adorn with virtue the f 
own heart, which was a true receptacle of charity, 
Never was man more beloved, or feared then he , 


*ſhop ( a) let me ſeek out alife free from the (a)£»era: 
* tongues of the molt inſolent, and which hath ne- 7 
*thing common with the works of weak ones. ceſſum = 
Following this rule, he in his heart deteſted the 9% ine 
practice of thoſe, who enter into charge by ſiniſter 79,0 2. 
ways, and feek atter nothing therein but exteriour 1: impe+ 
luiire, or temporal commodities : in ſuch ſort, that" 


ſpeaking of ſuch a Prelate in the book which he 


compoſed of Epiſcopal dignity, he ſaith, (b) We (b5 Lib. ds 


behold him with carnal eys as a great Biſhop, and #8*it*te 
God with his eys, which cannot be deceived ee OM 
5 5 C. 5, Oculis 
him. as a foul Leper. Fleſh rook the dignity, and 9%/4c=car- 
the ſoul hath loſt honeſty, Fleſh predominaterh pou =g 
over people, and the ſoul is a ſlave to Devils. Epiſcapu 
It is no hard matter to perſwade a man to virtne, 79" © 
who believes it to be bis principal buſineſs. This ſage ruiritus in- 
Prelare, having laid the foundations of good and fiir _ 
finccre intentions, applied himſelf ſo to his charge, 18% am 
thar day and night he admitted no other thought, £1 /x/ce- 
For, leaving the manage of houſhold-affairs to his 7, 45s" 
brother Saty- 4, he addreſt himſelf wholly ro Epi- ms perd:dic 
ſcopil funions, which he exerciſed with ſo much 94/05: 
pertection, induſtry, and readineſs, that Panlinus, nuwr —_ 
an eie-wiineſs of his aftions, ſaid, He did as much {*. & 
alone, as five other Biſhops. SY Gone 
Firſt, Seeing he ſucceeded a man, who had ſown 
diſſention, he tound it was very neceſlary often to 
preach Catholick verities, which he performed with 


much fruit, bur labour indefatigable. For, coming 


ouls of all his ſubje&s, as his 70 from the order of Magiſtracy to Epiſcopal dignity, 
he mult learn that, which hw firſt profeſſion never 
had caught him ; and alchough he might in ſuch ne- 

celsity 
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ceſfity have made uſe of others labours, notwith- 
fanding he, who prudently thought fic,that the do- 
Qrine we teach fhould bud in our hearts, and take 
' beginning inour invencions, to produce it with the 
more utility, put himſelf ſeriouſly to the reading of 
&criptures and holy Fathers that were of his time,to 
bring forth afterward in his ſoul what he ſhould 
ſpeak and obſerve , for it was the counſel, which he 
{c) Coltge afterward gave to Biſhop Coxſtantin.7ou(c) muſt 
de pluribus ( ſaith he) gather together the water, wh.ch diftilleth 
los aquem, from the Prophets, as the clouds from many places, to 
CT the exd, your land may be moiſtened and watered with 
prophetic, their familiar fonntains. His preachings were ſolid, 
pm -at, & PUre, gently _ and full of good in{truCtions , 
domeſtics and although his diſcourſe had much ſweerneſs init, 
irriget®s. yet had he not fo ſuck'd honey from thoſe Bees, 
Libs Ep. which courted him in his cradle,that he retained not 
their ſtings. Anature too flexible reſemblerh the air, 
which as ſoon giveth place to beggars, as Ceſars : 
as there is nothing more inſupporcable in a charge 
then a ſpirit opinionative, ſo nothing is more fruit- 
leſs then a weather-cock, who turneth with every 
wind, and hath no other direRion,but thepaſſions of 
all thoſe, that neareſt approach him. S. Ambroſe en. 
deavoured to cure all the world, as much as he might 
poſſible with ſweetneſs, mixing oft-rimes his own 
ears with thoſe of his penitents ; but if he met with 
obdurate and rebellious hearts, he took upon him a 
marvellous predominancy both of authority and e- 


loquence, to tame vice, and diſarminſolence, Coy- 3® 


(4) (onftan ſtantine (d)a great Phylcian obſerveth,that it is not 
tins Medi- go00d to feed thoſe with hony,or milk, who are dan. 
De ®. gerouſly wound-d, for ſeldom by this courſe is death 
quidis. way 
eſcaped. Our great Biſhop made the like judgment 
upon the maladies of the ſoul, and never bent him- 
ſelf to cheriſh by ſupple indulgences choſe hearts , 
which he ſaw to be ulcered with any malice. His ad- 
monitions were not upon idle diſcourſes, for they 
were ſeen to be waited on with good effetts, and, as 
it were, a general reformation in all orders. 
/«) Refor- (ec) He began to meaſure the Temple by the San- 
mation of Qyary : for eſteeming that the ſinews of words are 
'Re CICr8) [udable examples, he endeavoured to make a good 
Clergy to ſerve as a mirrour for the Laity.The wa- 
ters of Jordan heretofore offered homage to the feer 
of Prielts, becauſe they bare the Ark on their ſhoul. 
ders. There is not any thing that gives not way to a 
oodEccleſiaſtick,who carrieth ſanQtity in his heart, 
bis words are thunder. claps,when his lite is thelight- 


ening. Behold why this great Saint deſired nothing $0 


ſo much,as to ſee the houſe, not of Ceſar, bur of Je. 
ſ{as, free both from crime and ſuſpicion of ir. Above 
all he ſtrove to extirpate two plagues fatal, & oppo» 
ſite enemies of all ſancity,avarice,and luſt; nor onl 

deſiring the Prieſts of his Dioceſs ſhould have chaſte 
bodies, but innocent hands alfo,and not covetous to 
draw ſuperfluities to their condition of life. He vo- 
luntarily bred them in poverty and frugality, as in 
the firſt manſion , from whence the glory of the 
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one ſole levity in their gate, he found they after- 
ward made ſhip-wrack of faith , and already diſco- 
vered the unconflant perfidiouſneſs of their minde 
in this wanton2Qion of their carriage. 

Where reaſons could not avail he employed a ſe- 
yere cenſure , having no regard to exteriour ſem. 
blances,when there was occalions to chaſtiſe acrime, 
Witneſs one Gerentizs, who lived in Alan, under 
his rule,a man of a ſpirit molt pregnant and curious, 


10 beyond his profeſſion , who was not contented to 


ſeek into the ſecrets of Phylick, and excevively en. 
deayour to poliſh his rongue, which was very preg- 
nant, but hedeſcended to ſome folly of Negroman- 
cy. Now this man having an itch of ſpeech, and eſ.. 
gn. ofall that,which he thought might make for 

is advantage, vaunted in ſome company,chat he one 
night had taken one Oxoſcelides,that is to fay, a De- 
vil, who appeared to him with the legs ot an Aſs, 
and that he had ſhaved him,and led him to the Mill: 


20 whether it were that he in effeRt had feen ſuch a 


ſpeRre, his brain being already much diſpoſed to il- 
lutions , or whether it were,through vanity and im- 
poſture, that he boaſted bimſelt ot what he had nor 
done,-as it often-times happeneth ro ſuch kinde of 
men, who make tropheys of great crimes, whileſt it 
raiſeth them in the opinion of the world above the 
ordinary ſort. Theſe words being related to Saint 
Ambroſe, he very ſharply reprehended him, and 
impriſoned him in his own houle, enjoyning ſundry 
penances for expiarion of this faulr, moſt unworchy 
of a Deacon of the Church of Afilan , ſuch as he 
was.He,who was not capable of ſuch a remedy, fled, 
and went to Conſtantinople, with intention to diſ- 
grace S. Ambroſe, which he did as much as poſſibly 
he might. There, by the ſoft inſinuation of his wir, 
joyned to an incredible vain tattle, in ſtead of ſeek. 
ing out a wholeſom plaiſter for his ulcers, he cover- 
ed them with cloath of gold, in ſuch fort, that 
through the favour of Great-ones, whom he had 


40 gained, he was preferred to the Biſhoprick of N;- 


comedia. S. Ambroſe efteQually wrote to Nett arins, 
diſcovering the impoſtures of this man,and beſeech. 
ing him for the honour of the Church, and his own 
proper intereſt, he would nor ſuffer that Epiſcopal 
See to be defiled with ordures, that aſtaniſhed hea- 
ven andearth, Ne#arias employed all his power 
in this affair , del:ring both to diſcharge his own 
conſcience, ard oblige the Biſhop of Ai/az : bur he 
found this Impoſtour had by his charms got ſo much 
favour, that to remove him was very difficult. The 
glory hereof was reſerved for S. Fohn Chryſoſtom, 

who afterward removed him, as ſeon as be was pre- 
ferred to the Dignity of Patriarch of Conſtantinople. 

Behold the ſeverity this great Paſtour uſed inthe 
inſtitution of his Clergy ; and as he faw that good g+1igious 
Religious men and women ſerved for a great orna- cheriſhed 
ment of theChurch,ſo he took a moſt particular care /?,;,** 
to entertain. them , and manure them as worthy © 
plants of the garden of the Church. Never could he 


primitive Church proceeded , well knowing, the 60 reſt till he ſaw a Monaſtery ereRed in the ſuburbs 


augmentation of riches doth not equally encreaſe 
piety. 

One would not believe what choice he made in 
Eccleſiaſtical preferments,even to the retuling many 
times of ſome,who had been very much recommen- 
ded unto him, and had nothing to give occafion of 
rejection, but ſome petty uncomehineſs in geſture or 
exteriour parts, that alone offended the eys of Saint 
Ambroſe, who was not willing to ſee any thing but 


of Milan, where many holy perſonages dedicated 
themſclves to a ſolitary life , to perform onearth 
what the Angels do in Heaven. As for Virgins, who 
rook the Veil irrevocably to conſecrate their Vir- 
ginity to Feſs Chriſt, he trained them up in the 
Church, with ſo much ftudy, ferrour,and zeal,that 
we cannot imagine more. For he dedicated to them 
the firſt fruits ot bis labours, writing in their favour 
the books of Virginity, which he compoſed in the 


luſtrein his Clergy. And although ſuch things ſeem- 70 firſt year of his charge, ina moſt flouriſhing and e- 


ed idlero many,yet was be no whit in his judgment 
deceived; for having one day diſmiſſed two for 


laborate ſtyle ;, where, to ſhew the reſpe& he bare 
to this profeſſion, he ſpake theſe words unto them : 


My 


Part 2. 
Excellent 
ſpeeches 
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My bo'y dmugh'ere, it 38 a0t yt thee years fiace Tnnders 
this charge, an yu krow from wheace 1 was drawn, axd th: 


< 
L 
ſmall tile given 10 Wiſpoſe me to ſo weighty aburth ts 2+ 
wihſtanling, 1 offvid you the rants of my tongue, ſince Ihe 
learned more 14 you manners then in Brooks. Th: flow"is which 
grow 14 my diſconrſes, come from your garden, 11 18 not pe- 
cep's for Vigins bit examples drawn from the life of Vir- 
£418, 
fout, and f may ſay, ht all that, which my cadeavour bath of 
good odour inc, denied from your prayers. For wo am 1 
but a barren tho 2 Bit Grd, who beretofore [pake (0 Moles 
among Tharas, will zow io day ſpeak by my mouth. 


His Sermons and books had fo much effeR, that 


_ Virgins came from the utmoſt limits of Chriſten- 


(f ) Hic 
tratto, alili 
perſuades : 
Guaeſt, 


althi tradte- deſign,of whom he one day ſaid in full aſſembly :(s) 20 him{elf more thes any other in the world. 


£1745 14t VO 
ba per} 14 
1 
+ 
de vi 
bus. 
C3) Ade 


£4/10-55 LY. 
any 


dom to be veiled at Milan; which S. Ambroſe ſee- 
ing, he could not wonder enough that he pe r{waded 
Virginity where he was not, it not being in his pow- 
er ſufficiently to multiply it according to his deſire, 
in places where he reſided (f ). 

He cauſed theBiſhop of Bologna to come unto him, 
led on by the ſame ſpirit as himſelf, to affiſt in this 


Bchold the fiſher of the Church of Bologna, fit for this 
ſort of fiſh ,, Lord afford fiſh, ſince you have given us 
coadjutoxrs. And confidering that ſome murmured at 
theſe his proceedings, as if the world ſhould inſtant- 


2:/-<ror 23» Iy fail by this means, he ſhewed in a moſt eloquent 


NOW nfs , 


a>tus ad lc 


piſcands ge- 

'Ds 
Dorame pt, 
ces quit ae - 
diftt adju- 6 


I97E5., 


nA; 
-* 


{h) Super- 
ftirions 
and e x- 
ceſſes tak- 
en away. 


Sermon, that no one had cauſe of complaint either 
married or unmarried; the married, becauſe they 
had wives, not virgirs: the unmarried, becauſe they 
ſhould find ſufficient, and that the carnal, who op- 
poſed virginity under pretext of mnltiplication, re. 
lilted by his means the chaſtity of marriages, where 
continency is oiten-times exerciſed, even by neceſſj- 
ty: as for the reſt, weare not to believe the world 
will be ruined through virginity: for,admit it ſhould 
fail, it would ever be a matter more honourable for 
it to decay by virtue then concupiſcence. Burt it is 
ſo much otherwiſe, ſaid he, that we ſhould lay hold 
of that, which we ſce by experience inthe Church. 
es of Africa and Alexandria, where there are 


Your manners have brexhed a cenain grace into my 


IO 


30 n a ready paſſage. 'Vo wha; purpoſe do you [0 t0rmen” your {elf 


moſt Virgins, they have the greateſt number of 45 


men. 

This employment nothing.leſſened the aſliſtances, 
which he afforded for the inſtruction of thoſe who 
lived in an ordinary courſe, 

(b)Above all,he endeavoured to root hereſies out 
of their hearts, and certain cultoms of Gentiliſm, 
which ealily ſtole in by contagion into the houſes of 
the fairhful, Among other things, there was a Pa- 
gan guiſe much practiſed at Ailaz and other places 


of Chriſtendom, which was,to celebrate the firtt as 50 


of the year with riots and diſorders : a matter muc 

reſenting the Bacchayals. He ſo cut off this abufe b 

his great authority, that of a day prophaned with ſo 
much ſenſuality, he in few years made it among 
Chriſtiansa day of penance and faſting : which for 
ſome ſpace afterward was obſerved in the Church, 
untilſuch time as the memory of the ſuperſtitions of 
Gentiliſm was wholy extint, Others entertained 
this foolith belief,that when the Moon wasEclipſed, 
ſhe ſuffered much through the perſecution of ill An- 
gels, who then endeavoured to exile her, and there- 
tore they went out of their houſes, with many Pans 
and Cauldrons, making a loud noiſe to diſſolve, as 
they (aid, the deſign, which evil Spirits had againſt 
the Moon, The ſ1ge Paltour made an expreſs homily 
againſt this fuperitirion, wherein he much confeun- 
ded thoſe who were inieted herewithal, Moreover, 
it being a cuſtom very antient,and introduc'd by the 
Apoſtles, to make in Churches, which chen were the 
houſes of the faithful, A-oapes,rhar is to ſay, bankets 


| Nice, government of the tongue, flight from ill 


Tie Pre late. 

cnity. Tor fenſuzlity hed got fuch ground, that ſiifl- 
ing caarity in this aQion,ic rather teemed a facritice,,, . 
to the belly,then an act of piety. S. Ambroſe abokſh- of inceuri« 
ed all clieſe rites, and cur off ſich abuſes even in the 9%: © 

leaſt root, that it was never ſeen again to ſprout in Els aff fl 
the Church, S. Argaz#tine incited by his example, ſm pre 

praRtis'd the like in Africa, and afterward caule _—_ 
the degree to be inferted in the third Conncil of (1) Core, 


I83 


Carthage roaſne!s 
: las _— 4 of oppoſed. 
In the proportion that he exterpated vice, he cm) Aut- 


planted ſolid virtues in the hearts of che faichful, 1 enerhae- 
whom he ordinarily entertained, wich theſe 1nfuing en Y 


S Viatore: [4- 


inſtructions,counſcliing other Biſhops to do the like, mr wie = 
(5) Hirſt he ſought in all places to torm in minds a bs wn 
ſtrong imagination of the preſence of God,unwilling /ed ow «/, 
that Chriſtian virtues ſhould be petty Kipocriſies, * 9% bn 
guided by the natural extent of humane reſp2&' pr tr 


174 Vite 
but rather intentions wholly celeſtial ; and tor char #! «! no, 
cauſe he ſaid (k) If any wan be alone, let him regard \\.1" 


wIrtmul in- 
COnNgrunm. 
(1) Secondly, ſeeing the inordinate deſire of rich. ai 
es was a petty apoſtacy of faith, and root of all dif. 7. me. 
orders, he very often did beat on this anvile,labour- 7- wn 
. . » A , MS pojjej1is 
ing by all fort of good endeayours to withdraw 


ejus eſt, 


hearts from the love of earth, that be might raiſe q»an c- 


them to Heaven. Among other things, you have {;" me 
theſe excellent words in the Fpiltle to Conftanting : Epitt ad 


(m) To enſcy muth, u to havea ceat burthen:; & Eat riches are Conſents 

a varn oftentations, the indiſſe. cut, (ur uſe. Weareall Pilgrims Pa Or 
. , . : WF a 'M . «3... ( mot- 
inths life; at ib: buſtacſs u not in going, pe-fe(tioa conſlteth _ 

. | . 4 k Nilat inter- 
with the deſtie of hoarding ? Be wiſe, and y1u {h i. bave ſuf- efſe in qus 
ficient, A virtuous mai th ikhs noth ng ws without b'm but fots quis {+ 
fin. mh-7eſoever be ſets bus foot bs finds a kingdom: All the 2097 any 
world beloageth to him, bec: fe he uſeh all the woild as CREED 
has own. ſ jy 7 

In the third inſtance he made ſharp war againſt 4 
the ambitions and vanities of the time, diſpoſing 991" 


bonorum, «t 
A on s ſtat 
minds as mach as he could to Chriſtian humility by ?,., _ 


YOUATEIKY » 
this Maxim : (n) The greateſt knowledg in the world #5 Wind preci- 
well to aft your pait : Iti4mporteth- not in what condition of ne goa 
life we are, ſo thit we d:ſch vge our conſciente, and the dutie ,,* 0 
of our places. we muſt ſo uſe th! mntter, thit our manaers may darent fta- 
recommend our condz.ion, and z0t derive their worth from our tm, quam 
digait/ es. ſtatus Mmaress 
In the fourth place, he uſed infinite care to main. (?) -** 
tain conjugal chaſtity in the lives of the married, of- (p) excets 
tentimes ſhewing by pregnant reaſons, that luſt (o) 
was a fire, which burat the garment of the ſoul, ..,,u; con- 
and waſted mountains even to the bottom, And ftringit, #n- 


OM wg 
becauſe bravery is ordinarily the nelt where diſho- 7740", 


neſty hatcherh, he couragiouſly oppoſed profuſe- cludir. 0il 
neſs in that kind, uſing ſharp reprehenſions againſt _—_ = 
women, vain and diſolute in attires, One day a- eur, ar 
monglt the reſt, he proved they were as ina per. {7% { cer- 
petual priſon, loaden with puniſhments and cons ,,;*;%,.. 
demned by their own ſentence (p) tt is pi.y (ſaith he) varwr inceſ* 
to ſce a woman, that hah upon the oz part a great chain a- [* 5 hl 
bout ber neck, and on the other eutues ahout her feet. what = g-" of 
maiter '$i: whtther ihe body be chargod with gold 7 tron, i quad v0; 
the neck be alike bowed under the yoak, and a gate 1 wilied ? muticris, ne 
The pr:ce of your bands ſerves for no uſe but to give you caule pereat voli; 
lo fear your ro-ments, Miſerable that you art, who condemn pan, wept» 


in agparel, 
Hainc collſs 


your [elves by your own proper [entenct; voa, more miſerable 4448: Nerd 
O. 'S, yea, 


intereſt a'ic- 
na ſententi4 
; .  anveſha 
In the end, he much recommended charity, ju- v: dar- 
vet 2 Hine 
. . vos erin 
company, and modeſty in all deportments ; whence myerats:in. 
it. came to. paſs, _ that he wrote thoſe admirable 15 444” 


Books of Offices, which ſer our all Chriftian vir- % 5..." 


jure dam. 


tues with an eminent laſtre. The good Prelate wag naw, quod 
in his Biſhoprick, as the Pilot in the ſhip, the ſoul 797 


ext, 105 (ye 


in the body, the ſun im the world, laboyring in all garictib x, 


then criminals, for th ſe d fire no'h1n2 but their own ! ber'y, and 
you love your captic ity. 


of charity in favour of the poor this by little and lit- 7® kinds, and having no other repoſe, but the viciiti- Tab 


the was changed into liberties nnworrby of Chriſti- 


tude of travails, 


The 


* 
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2. .. Te HOLY EQOURY, 


ſaw the Temples, which bare the titles of our Gods on their 
forc-heads ; be eaquircd the original of therr goodly buildings, 
and applauded the founders. And though be were of a Religt- 
on different from ours, yet was be not dejrous to make bs piety 
etruumph in the extingu. ſhment of that of our Ancejtours. He 
preſerved for the Empire its antient cuſtoms, well knowing, 
that in matter of Religion each man hath bts opinien,h:5 rites, 
Mid ceremonies ; all which require freedom. 
The ſpirit of Gol, which governeth this great world, hab 
diſtributed iis Proteftonrs to every Cities, an1 as Heaven hath 
given us ſouls, ſo it every where decreeth certain Gentuſſes, 


The Prelate, i85 


who will maintain wh:t they ſh ll bequeath in leaving the 
world, of their abilities. 1t 18 your b016us, and contentment, 
to jee ſuch an happineſs in the (late, which you manage, and 
likewiſe io delwrer dying men from the diſti; bances thy may 
have upon the Aullitie of their Teſtaments, 
in the world, that more concerrne h ih! Roman »ght, then 
the Roman Religzon ? How wwit/d you b ve the change of pro- 
pertie ia be called, made up9n montys, wi.th th ir Natue, nor 
the Laws bive.notput mts (heconaition of tnclatmed and pee 
i 1ſhable good; ? Iegavics art pe: miited io freed men, ſlaves are 
not dented ibe jelly projets gruen them by Wills. 


I: there any thing 


Is theie none 


aud fatal powers for the goverament of mortals, which oblige 10 »#t Vigiis andiboſs Vi gar fone, y'a Vigns vowed to 


1s to 1igard them more by the profit we derive from them, 
then any other conſideration. All the reaſons which we here 
below b ive of the Divinity are obſcure, and we canno: krow 
God better then m his benefits, in the memory, and experience 
of proſperities from him derived. 

If antiquity be of power to give any weight to a Religion, 
why ſhall w: not maintain aFatth eſtabliſhed by ſo many Ag $? 
Why (hall not w2 follow th: ſteps of our fathers, who have (0 
happily ſucceeded their grandfathers ? Propoſe to your ſelves, 
that Rome at tbis time preſents #t ſelf before your eys, and in 
theſe terms ſpeaketh to you. 


0 moſt excellent and juſt Princes, who ave the true Fa- 29 


ditcoucſes. thers of the Country, have regard to the old Age, whereuito 
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Moving 
words. 


1 am arrived, in purſuing the piety of my founders : give me 
leave to exerciſe the autient ceremonies, ſince they art not ſuch 
as I ought to repent my (elf of, and to praftiſe my ordinary 
guiſes, /ince liberty is the imberitance of my birth. The Religts 
on, of which you would bereave me, is thit which hath van- 
quiſh:d the world , that which hath chaſed Hanmbal far 
from my walls, aad driven the Gauls from my Capitol. Have I 
then been preſerved among (0 many Armics and perils, to be now 
at this day diihonoured by my children ? Have 1 then given 
Law tothe whole w1'{d, to (ecerve it in my elder days from 


me, but I well underſtand, the correftion of old Age muſt needs 
be heavic, and in much danger alſo to become the more 1gno- 
minious. I honour the Gods of my Fatbers, the Gods of my 
Birth; 1 berg peace of them, will any mas teach me ought clſe? 
I think afie; we have well diſputed, we ſhall fiade wt have all 
but one and the ſame God, but that we hononr bim under ſtn- 
dry titles. We all lve ſubjett to the ſame Stars, we? all areco- 
vered with the ſame Heaven, involved all in the ſame World ; 
let us ſuffer every one to ſerch ont tritth according tohis poor 
induſtric. God is agreat ſecret : it is no wonder, if we en- 
deavaur to finde him by ſo many divers ways. 


that of all hymane kind; for 1h: a4ith a0 of th ir profejſton 1s 
the (onrce of all our evils. The law of on- [0:6 fathers bath hg- 
aoured theſe bly maids, and ail thre 
ta+s, with ſome ſmall revenew, and (ome ery jus previleges. 
This bath ever been for the mainicticd, nilfl now ndinan- 
ces were mad: by jome Baiikers, who degenerating from the 
care of thetr Anceſionrs, hwwe em lvy 4 the reven:ws didic a+ 
ted to Viginily 01 th: entertaing.th. of curtain Porters From 
thence conſequently came that gre it Deaiih, the cffelt whore 
the whole world haih felt, where ler Harvelis bave dice 
ved the hopes of eve-y Province, Lrt 
ſimple Fiſhe/-men ? 1 yet do not know what they wid teach 2 of this dijaſter, ſr it is janvoint Þ 

heaven, for it 15 juſt. 
gnaw1" the ear of Cora,or wilde Ousbave choked the Fruits 

of the earth: our ſacrileges have maeie the yer drouthy, and 

good reaſou it we, the whole world ſpould be fruſtratd of a 

benefit it hath iak a from Relig on. . 


ibe exeriije of Cerm'4tes, fuial jo) pre crvation of this Em- 
prie, muſt be deprived th prjje ſtent, which come tothem by 
lawſ ul ways of inheritance t 

What a vaileth them 10 tonſecrate th: Chaſlily of th:y7 bodies 599699%” 
to publick jajety, to layihe ſonndaion of ai eicny for ihts 
Empire, 04 th: ay+ of ther aye 
y oor arms, and your Exg!*;, hef4v07 of h-aurily aſſiſtances, 
10 prejent vows pewrifn! jo th wh1'e wild, and be etrexved 
the rights, tha! are denied ty nod mon ? It w # hereafter be 
better to (erve men tha Gors, ſtice we, defrrons to mak? our 
Em/tic1eligions, make 11 ng atef«!, 


"53 LOdze to your Standards 


It is not the (ole canſe of the Veita's which I plead, it 75 
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hat aire vowed to Al- 


H3 NGC! A Ci C thy f aith 
L*I 215 ilot 1 if 44 atarnit 


Let us aot complain, the 19m bath 


Terethere any example 


of our nabapyiae;s in former times, we micht ſay this Famin 
happened by a certasn revolution of y-ars, fatalin juch acci- 
dents. 
paſſed Ages ? »u here (hall we fiade a ſleiilirie (0 knotted 16- 
gether by the mal/gnitty of the ay: ? 1: hee (hall we prade, that 
the people hath been enfo-cel 0 bave recour'e to wild Pants 


But where (hill we fiade any thing Uke toih's iz the 


But 1 leave the diſputation bereof to thoſe, who have more , q and Atboras of the forcfi Nodonia,« to [a!7 5/5 thes. hanger ? 


lerſure then 1: I come ot to givea battle, but to preſent you 
with our bumble prayers. I would willingly know whether 
your M-yeſties Coffers bave been throughly ſilled,ſfince the ſmall 
* /evenews have been taken from theſe poor Veltals, which be- 
fore they enjoyed ? They ſee themſelues fruſtrated of the recom- 
penſis, wh/th the moſt avaricious Emperows have decreed 
them, and ia ſagreat a liberality of your Myjrſties, which en- 
richetb al! the world, thiy alone bave cauje 0 complain of 
neceſſitie, 
It is not gatn, which leadeth them, but the honour to te- 
ceive the wages due to their Cnallity. It is tu violate the holy 


privilezes of their profeſſion. The poor maids ask nought (ie of 
you bu: a bare title of p1eragative, as thetr great poverty bath 
freed them from [u;p 1xe of thitr enemies : for nakedneſs 15 
that alonr,which violence cannot diſariay- The more yout have 
cut off from thtsr privileges, ſo much the more hav? you robbcd 
them of the hoaour of their charges, ſince their Viiginitywbich 
is vowed to publick (afety, hath ſo much he more merit, as it 
findeth the leſs recompenſr. God forbid your treaſures, which 
are moſt inzocent, ſhoild be d:filed with priy drawn f,om the 
Veſtals, The rcvenues of good Princes ſtiil encreaſe, rather 
from the ſpoil of Raemies,then los of Prieſts. There is 10 gan 
can recompenſe the wrong done them by this deciers The further 
off your diſpoſitions ave eſtranged f. om all manner of avaiice, 
ſo m«ch the mare #s their condit'on miſerable, ſince they b hoid 
themſelves (0 tormented under ſuch great clemency, and fru- 
ſtrated of au happiieſs,wh'ch they cantot loſe but with honour. 
For were. thry deſ»o:!ed by Harpyrs, we (honld deplore their 
miſerie in the compaſſioa we take of thoir inn2cency * - but the 
world,which ſeeth them diprived of their fortunes under Emve- 
rours ſoveſerved,” moderate will fay,nerde muſt there be crime 
01 their p:yr, ſince 02 yours they behold noughe elſe but ſanfiity. 

Poſſeſſions brqueath:d to Viroing by the laſt 1ill of thoſe, 
who deceaſed in the Dev 0tion they bare 10 thriy Temples, are (till 
withheld: 1 humbly beſerch you, O ſacred Pontites, who ſit int 


the place of juſtice, why would you mak? ord the publick R 1i- TO the exeicile of a Religion, which hath preſerved the Empire 


for your fa her (aow with the Gd) and which hath bleſſed 
his bea with ſawſ ul beirs of his Crowa.Th#« good Prince, being 
entered 12t2 the condition of the Gols immortal, beholdeth 
from 


gion of your Empire with the (ucceſſinn of a particulay ? Let 
dying mes make thiir Wills with all ſecurity; ſuffer them to 
depart with this b:l-f,"that th y Wave Princes not coverons, 


leſt they cheriſhed the Miniſter: of R {74i n at the thi 
the publick ? when did they ever (hik: O:tk+ bu 
When d.d they ever pull Herbs tp by the roots to ferd mv ? 
7h: did be Fields, which for the moſt part arcnil ined wet» 
changeably to reſt, as it w re on purpoſe, Fails s 
james year: ? Haththis beech, when tb, 
viſions w:ihthe Veital Virgtis ? 
Peſts graccd the years revenews, ond it rate 
medie og 4ialt barienneſs, thia a targe(s of Þ4 
he neceſſuic of each wieauiig th the det 
verlr, which attire thetr heads, to deprive them the ordina:y 50 which he w.uld h.ve commun ft all ih; 


a ſtrange Rel.ginu at the ch. ge of the onb/ick, 
your Maeſli, 5; ld think the reveacws, which were bareto- 
fore 0:daia'd for the Veitals by the Common 
this preſent be ſummed u9 28 the coyn of be Weal publick. 


1hea did our Faibers eve, behold a [vert acl ſu c:nel, whis- 
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ealth, (hou ld at 


A; the Common-wealih 1s compoſed of particulars, ſo hath 


it no more richt UE! Doaatives. thea it ba:h 03 particulas 
perſons. Your ſelves, who govern all, preſcrve for each one 
what anpertains to b m, and would bave jriilice extend it ſel; 
ſurther then your power. Conſult, if you pleaſe. with your 
magnificence,and it will tell you, that what you bitherto have 
gives to /0 many particulars, is no moe a puvlich good, for the 
gifts are ao lozger theirs, who beſluwed them, and that which 
was ii the beginning a benefit, by ciiſtom and ſucceſſion of 
time, becomes an obligation. 
ces of your Majeſties with Panith frars, to think te make vor 
believe yort give to our wel'g7on that, whith you cannat take 
from it wt bout zaquſitcr. 


it is to aff ;;ubt the conſeaens 


[ pray Cod the [2cret aſſtiances of all Sis may favour yo! 


Clemencie, ar1thit this [ame, which hath {o lot time-av4od 
your Azuceſtors, 3” at can 20 loaver ſtand 12 credit with 3 we, 
may at leal? hoep yo22 77 HHS protettion. We will on your Majc- 
{tie"s bebalf afford it all cights,aad it towards you (all conti- 
uue ordinary favours. We demind no'hing new in requiring 
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from Heaven the tears of theſe poor Veſtals, and well (ees 
cuſtoms cannot be viclated, which be with jo much affe&tton 
maintained, but by the diminution of bis authority. Afﬀord 
at leaſt this contentment to your good brother, received into 
thi: celeſtial company, as to (ee a Decree corretied, that was 
not bs own. Cover an AA under oblivien, which he had 
never (uffered to paſs, had he foreſeen the diſcontent of the 
Senate, and for which th: deputies were diverted, which we 
ſent unto him when he was alive, for the fear his cnemies had 
of his equitie. It much importeth the publick to take away a 
foul blame from the aſhes of a good Prince, and juſtifie the 
paſſed-by aboliſhment of the preſent. 


The fifth SECT10 N, 
The Oration of S, Ambroſe againſt Sym- 


machus 


I0 


Mos T SACRED MAJESTY, 
L'b1gh your M-nori'y gave us Wndoubted ſigns of the 
It is drawn A ſtrengih of your ſpirit, and conſtancie of your faith, yet 


from his the rank 1 ho'd near to your perſon obligeth me to prevent the 
reaſons, ſurprizes of a crafty Diſcourſe, which creepeth amongſt ſo maiiy 
panerges =o golden words as he ſerpent among [t the flow.rs. 

ons,and as wage ; 

it were It is ill, the Gavirnour Symmachus hath employed ſo fair a 
from all £9ng«e on ſofoul a ſubjeft. The deceit of bis eloquence makes ws 
his owa ſuſpþ & the weakaeſs of bs Gods : ſur ever « bad cauſe ſerk th 
words, 


that ſupport in words, which intra'h it cannot finde. Such are 
the ordinary proceed ngs of Pagans, wh:n they ſpeak of their ſu- 
erſtitions., 
F Their O-ations reſemble thoſe an'zent Temples of Egypt, 
wh ch unde: golden Tents lodged Idols of Rats and Crocodules. 
But the Scriptzre teacheth ws rather to live then talk, and 7e- 
commendeth thz contempt of language to oblige us to ſol-ditie of 
v.riucs, Thut the cauſe, why (moſt ſacred Majeftie) after I 
have en:reated you to tak ' my diſcourſe ra: her in th: weight of 
reaſons ,th' number of words, 1 will anſwer toth ee points, 
which the Governour ſeemeth to comprixe in bis ſpeech. The 
firſt roucbe'h th: Religion of Pagans. The ſecond the revenews 
of Veſtals. And ih: third the cauſe of the Famin we hevefe't, 

I unde: ſtand in the firſt Article; it 8 Rome, which ſpeakcih 
wi h her eys ful of '1ea's, and ſighs at her beat, d: maading the 
exerciſe of Pagan ſuperſtitions, becauſe thiy are ſuch ( ſaith the 
Gove, av) wrich drave Hannibal from the walls, and the 
Gauls from . he Capitol. 

It is to pubi (h the infi mitie of falſe Gods to defend thim in 
this manner ;, and be:te/ we cannot refute Symmachus, 'ben by 
ſh wig him a-mcd againſt bimſelf. For 1 ask, if thoſe Gods 
ere the Proteftours of this Empire, why they ſo long time ſuffered 
Hannibal io /7iumph in the ruins of Ltalie ? were thr bands ſo 
ſho t they corld Net. b them no further thea th ir ials and Tem- 
ples? Ar ft the Gauls, what ſhill I ſay ? I muth wonder how 
th Gruermnou do þ mention it, fiice t win 'ff Aathing moſt 11+ 
ai: u'0us, tb ſay, that the enemies being in ihe beat of ihe Citie, 
al! b fe protefting Gras ſhwild ſtand idle in th.ir Temples, in 
futch {4t, that all Hi\torics have pub!.ſh d, the people of Rome 
ow'd the 'r preſervation, not tothe Gods or [acrifices, wh.ch no- 
thing availed them, but to the gagling of a Gooſe, wh.ch by good 
1p aw h 1d the drowſie C-mine's, if it be not, that Symmas- 
chus, as hr « inveative enongh, w {1 ſay, that Jupiter þ1d then 
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11'as not there then an Altay of Viftory in the Capitel ? From 
whence,l pray,procceded ſo many ſoniſter accrdents, if good hap 
be divincly deſtined to thoſe who obey it ? I much repent me of 
theſe barba; owe ceremonies, though too. l00 late. Yon, that have 
mad” me ſo many [amcs become 16d with blosd, ſuffer me once lo 
become 11ddy with ſhame, that 1 ſo lightly have been deceived, to 
the end I may ast bluſh toſce Wy ſelf comverted with all the world. 
Aad tell me not, 1 pray, that 1 am old. _ Decrepitneſs ts not is 
years, but in manne's. 1t uw neue roo laic to learn one's Salva- 
tion, and it u ever [eaſonable to do good, Shame u but for thoſe, 
who have nather power, ns will to correct therr vices. = 

Come and learn a new war fave of (h1iſlians wub me, which oe 
in Ea/th bea-cth arms, axd in Heaven it conqueſts, F; on: whom an\wers to 
ſhould 1 learn the myfte-ies of Heat en,but from him that made it, the liberty 
and not from man, who doth not ſo much as knew «ll (ha; p«ſſeth of Symma- 
in bs own houſe? bom would you bawe me co: fide in the chns. 
matter of belief we ought to have of God, but Goa bimjel} ? 

How ſhall I take you for a Mafſler, (ſnce n the [uthing to teach 
me, you confeſs your ow: renorance ? Youſ y, Gud wa great 
(ts and muſt bc ſought by many way" # but be, who once vatb 

it on the ready way, Why ſhould be amuſe bh mie f with c ooked 
turnings ? You ſeck hum blindſoid, and we find: b.m 3 the Lght. 
Tou enquire bim with (uſpic:ens,and minds d.(l bunte. end we 
finde bim in the reuClation of ihe wiſdom and 16-16 of Grd bim- 
jeff. 1t isa malicious ſiupiditie to thi k we can ſerve tha ſoue- 
reign Maſter in all ſons of Sefts. As thee 1s but one Suninthe 
wold, ſous thee but one truth. It wa Ftiaighi tne, whichu to 
be made but one way. All oihe» ſuperſtitions are cooked lines, 
that bave as many \emblauces as defitis. Hiw can we vecon- 
cle our Religions, you adm:ie the Wo.ks of you hands, and 
we accompting it an _—_ dont to God to 1h (;, pihe woiks of 
men ? How ſhall we have oxe aid the jome God, if you adore 

Stocks and Stones, Wh;ch ot God ruſl-ufteih ws to ample uns 
der-foot ? To whom ſhall we tn ruſt thu verity in ſuch a great 
dive ſtie of oP1n101s, but to. a Min-God, why, e Woids Wee no 
other then the p10phiſies, w jdoms, ona Ver TIEN; kh life Inno- 

cencie, ſanf{i:ic, and virine , his :(lions, [wer, wondeis, and 

miracles in all parts of the world + What ſecret |ſfiril ſet the Croſs 
on the top of your Capiiol ? You demond proof s of the Dwumity, 
and Iſhew you the conqueſt of a wo-ld, unde the feet of one 
Crucificd : the leſs this attion bath of man, the more ycu behold 
therein the work of God. 

Then Symmachus, . you redemand the altais cf Idils, of Grave 
whom ? Of aChriſtian Emptrour, wh-(e brart # 1 the bard) of words for 
God, and arms are for the protection of Fai'h. 3t ould you have the Empe- 
h:m employ bis chaſt and innocent hand, which be acves tified 2996 
up but to the Irving God, to repair the monumer $ of a falie De- 
ity ? In what Hiſtoric firde you, that ih. Pagen Emperours bave 
built Chapels and Temples for uw» + And ihnk you, our great 
Priace bath leſs Z al for 11 nththen bu Þ, cdccefſours for faljhood + 
They have made all the parts of the world 111ddie With our bloed 
for di fence of their 1dols ; but God hath blaiſled ther purpoſes, 
and overibrown by h:s power, what thiy would have raiſed ty 
their izjuſtice. Would you that a Chriſtian Emperout ſhould,from 
the ruins of your Gods, reſtore for you, in centempt of bis own 
Rel'g on, objeFt's of ſin oa the Alars ? 

But let ws al.itle further ſee the ſequel he, eof. They demand A perti- 
ret enues for the Veltals, for thy cannot otherwiſe ſerve theiy nent reply 
God. Behold huw couragrous the Gen'ilesare. we have im- *9 ihe act 
braced aud maintained our fauh in povertic, injurics, and per- of Veftalrs 


forſak + b.s burning Chariots and Th:nder-hbolts, to ſht himſelf 5 ſecntions, and they crie out therr ceremonies cannot ſubſiſt with- 


wp in ihe throat of this G: fl:ig. Bu as a lie weve! iduſtiions 
'o b11 !t (ilf, did not Hannibal ado-e the Roman G ds ? If it 
be tre, thu th'y always bear vittuy tn thr hinds, w'y did not 
Hannibal /#p-i13- Rome w.th the ofſiſtance if ihoſi Gods ? © 
wy did nt the Romans vanqu ſh Hannibal i all (hb Bat- 
e's} Why hid both one and the other oftentimes tbe, wo ſt ? 
G.: wh! ſte ſoever you turn, you muſt ſee Gods conquered, why 
cannot denie ih:ir impotencie, if . hey avow not they nullitie, 

It 4 no' Rome then, that ſprake h inthis manner as Symmas- 
chus makes it, never gave (þ hm bs commiſſion : bu! ſh. ſys 
by the mouths of h-# brave Captain : 


ome : . 

ſpeaketh Imbrewed with the blood of ſo many creatures ? Vftories abide 
with Ma- 70t 1m the entails of beaſts, but th: a ms of Souldiers. It not 
jeſtie. th: death of Oren hub made m: ſubdue Monarchs, but ' be va- 


lows of men. Camillus Ly force of arms diſplayed my Standards 
on (he Capitol, which your ceremonies ſuff. red io be taken away, 
Artilius expoſed b:s life for the trial of bu fideli y and ſofſe'y of 
the w al publ'ch. Scipio Africanus found triumph, not among 
the Altar of the (apitol, but in the field of battel, If you de- 
re to ſee the gordly effefts of your ſuperſtitions, brhold Nero, 
who was he [rſt thit drew the ſword of theC zfar's ogainit þ; 
Chriſtians; behold Emperours monei h'y made,and unmade like the 
Moon , behold thoſe,who were the moſt 3calows in your ceremg- 


mes, whereof [om baving ſh:mefully enthralled th» worlds Em 70 


pre to fo eigners, and the other promiſing themſelves great 
vidories under the favour of their Gods, have found ſervitude, 


Romans, what b ve I done to b.comea butcherie, and to be 60 fi: 


out thei; own intereſt. Itis a ſhamiful thing to ſell Vi ginity, 
and to fix themſclues on profit through the deſpair of virtues. 
1; bat a:mies bave iheſ, Ma'ds to maintain, who have ſuch care 
of theirreverews ? This number exceede h not ſeven, which 
they bave choſen amo' gt ſo many thouſands to guaid a merce- 
#ary visginity, that (17 reſerves a night 10 make experience of < 
M: riog'. Is :t for th s thry muſt be Mitied 2 Fur this ſcarlet» 
ted ? For this endowid with a thouſand priviliges, and enter- 
tained in m:gnificent Caroches, with a train of Princeſſes to 
brave it through the ſtreets of a C.tic ? Bibold th. holy Virgin, 
and por Maidens if Symmachus. By my couſin! let him ve- 
the eye of hu under{tanding and body on the flate of our Re- 
ligious womin : be ſhall ſce companies repleniſhid with honour, 
intcg'itie, ſhamefacedneſ*, who know how to uſe the gift of Vir- 
gin ty as it ought to be. They wear no attives, nor pompeous Mt- 
tres on their heads, b.t a poor weil, nhich borroweth its luſtre 
if ther; chaſtity. They know not what belongs to attro Fives of 
beauty, for they have renounced all curioſities in the world. 
Pu ple ard Snper fluitie never dwels in ther bouſe ; but rather 
Faſls and Avufiertties. 1! 18 not their cuſtom to flatter, or ſell at 
the price of hi nous and privil: ges the putitie of their bodics, but 
much &'he:wiſe, thiy do all as if their [ufſerizgs were to be the 
recompenſe of har wirin's. Never will ihiy learn the trade of 
ſet:ing thezr fleſh 10 ſale to the beſt b dger, and [ell the abſtinence 
from pleaſures ts thim that off' r moſt: well knowing the firfl 
vittory of chaſtity is to triumph oven g- ecdineſy of riches, which 
are the m'ſt dangerous bits of ſins 

if 
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If we (hould give great revenues to all the Maids, which wie then compaſſion, end thoſe who were friends in a great [cay- 
are now ready to receive the veil, what treaſures would furniſh  &itie, are made enemies in large fertility. Genova and Ve- 
out ſuch an expenſe ? And if they dare affirm, that none u due mice bave taſted the commodities of the Fruits of Autumn, and 
but to Veltals, i it not au imvudence to be deſirous to deprive #na word, the year hath not becu cuery where ſo prodigtous 
Chriſtian Virgins from goods given in favour of virginity, as the eloquence of the Governour. 


as if to be Chriſtians were to bethe leſs chaſte, or asif the Nay, theſe objeftions are more tolerable, but that, which 
Kelegion tbey profeſs , were on their ſore-h:!ads a mark of in- we caunot endure nor diſſemble with your Chriſtian Majeſlics, 
ſamy > who can endure under the reign of moſt Chriſtian Empe- 1, that the Gentiles out of braverie dare affirm, they offer $a- 
rours, cuſtoms, which are onely tolerable in the Empire of Ne- Crifices to their Gods in your names, and they protef you. who 
ro*s? Symmachus demandeth monies of the Common-wealth for bath given them this commiſſton?11ho makes them accompt your 
entertainment 4 hu Veitals, and we by certain modern Lrws Connruances ſo eriminal,as to tche them for commandments ? 
have been bereft th! ſucceſſtons, which we might exyeft from | « Let them guard their di fenders whom they have hitherto ill pro- 
particulars, without making com/laints; ſo temperate we are tefted, and let them not preſume their Gods, berng, (0 feeble for 
in our proceedings. Some Eccleſraſticks likewiſe have bees preſervation of thoſe who yield them ſuch honour, ſhould be 
made to renounce their patrimony, to be freed from Court-obli» able to ſhield others who handle them with ſuch contempr. 
gations, aud enjoy the privileges of the Church. were this done Yet muſt we (ſth the Governour) defend the ancient Re- a reply 
to the Pagans, they would caſt flames from their mouthes, for Uigion. Nothing is elder then the truth, which hath ſeen the concern- 
bow could it be but very troubleſome to purchaſe the vacency of mTworld in its cradle ; but a falſe Religion, the more ancient , ing the an- 
a holy miniſtry with tbe prejudice of hs means, and in conſecrat= the more dangerous it is, ſince it is an antiquity of errours, the #quity of 
Sng himſelf to the ſafety of the whole world, to have neceſſity for preſumption whereof time doth augmeat. Virtues are not mea- Paganiſin. 
recompenſe in his houſe ? Wils are valid in favour of the Mi- ſured bythe ell of times, but the greatneſs of perſefions. If 
niſters of Idols : be they never ſo profaue in ſuperſtition, ſo ab- we in like manner will conſider the works of nature, we ſhall 
jet in condition, ſo prodigal of thetr bonour, they are not fru- find the laſt to be the beſt. 
ſtrated of what appertains to them by this article. There be The world, as you ſay, was nought elſe in the beginning, but 
none but the Prieſts of the living God, who are deprived of © an aſſembly of little atomies, which flying in the ayr, wove 
common vight, becauſe they are vowed to ſervice of the pub- one within another the web of this great work : afterward it 
lick. Their manners moſt innocent are not puniſh:d, but their became a Confuſed maſs, ſull of borrour and darhneſs, till 
degree ;" as if it held the rank of crime : that which a ſuperfli® ſuch time, as the great work-man came to ſcparate the ele- 
tious Vidow bequeatbeihto ſacrifices of Idols, ſhall remain in- ments, adorn the heavens with lamps, and diſtcad light over 
vialable; and what a Religions Widow leaves by will toa the face of this univerſe. Then the earth diſarraying it ſelf,as 
Prieſt of the eternal Religion ſhall be condemncd as a aullity. from a robe of ſorrow, ſeemed io admire the Sun it had never 
I (peak not this now by way of expoſtulation, but ro ſhew ſeen. Conſider you not how the day at its birth diſperſeth 
bow 1 ſunreſs lawful complaints by ſtrength of patience. They darkneſs, with a little dauning of brightneſs, which iaſenj;bly 
anſwer, th:y touch not legacies given to the Church in general: inceaſeth 1ill the 14me it diſcovereth 1t ſelf in the glittering 
and I require of them, who ever hath robbed the riches of they light and fervours of the mid-day ? Beiold you not how the 
Temples ? (ni/tans have heretofore been bereaved thew ſub- , Moon, whith monathly waxeth and waneth, now ſeemeth lo 
ſtance, which « the marrow of mea; of ayr, which is common ® © 10 18, then ſhows her ſelf as it were alittle thred, flreight ſhe 
to all /jvtng creatures y of earih, which aonc ever have denied becomes a well formed Creſcent, afterward in the proportion 
to the dead, ſince even the enraged Sea hath ofi-times ſeat bach that ſhe lockethon the Sun ſhe is augmented, and laſtly com- 
the bodies of our Martyrs to the haven, as it were togive them Poſeth for us a great Globe ef light ? Know you wot how the | 
burzal. I notwithſtanding ſay not a word, nor do I now accuſe earth was before rude, not having felt the iron Coulter, but IC 
any man of cruelty, the condemnatian whereof the vittory of the ſoon as the huſbandly labourer began to exerciſe a power upou 
Cr0(s bath gamed of the whole world, But if a piece of land be it, and cultivate the barren Plains,they took upon them a much 
ſeix/d from a Sourh-ſayer, who contrary to all Religron boldeth other aſpef? For mollifying in this tillage all which was wild, 
wealth given tn favour of Religion, all the warld muſt be ſum- they ſpred out unto usGrapes and Harveſts where we before had 
moned with an alarm. If they will poſſeſs lands by our exam- ſeen nough! elſe but Nettles and Briers. See you not alſo how at 
ples, lec them imitate the chaity we prattice for the publuk. the point of the firſt ſeaſon the earth is wholly bare, then inthe 
where are the Priſoners they have iedeemed ? the Poor they have Springs progreſs i: beginueth to produce certain ſmall Flowers, 
fed ? the Baniſb A they have ſuccoured 2 Uf all our wealth we 49 which are as the eys of the Medows; but ys, which ſpring 
nought retain but fa'th, the reſt # fpent in the neceſſities of men, aud Eclipſe #n one and the ſelf-ſame day; and the beſt of all 1s 
and thy think it reaſonable to employ it in maſſacre of bcaſts, to HFept for the latter ſeaſon > And we our ſelves, when we are 
ſee if rb:y have not the death of Princes in their intrails. Is born, are nothing elſe but a liitle lump of fleſh, which is po« 
not .b:s inſuppo-table ? Pp liſhed with time, and changed into a moie lively infancy, but 
An anſwer. Yet notwithſtanding thi: G:ds, ſaith be, have revenged on (ſtill ignorant, until our ſoul be peifetled by time, for then we 


concern- ou beads the inqurie done to their Prieſts, by agenzral Famin, leave the rudiments of minority to become perſe men. Behold 
Fu _ That #it, which hath cauſed ws to eat r00ts and barks of trecs, the courſe which Religions bave beld in the world : all that 
carih, 


which h1th'made us ſhake O aks to eat Acorns, and envy Hogs whichis gone afore, bath been either in part groſs and carnal, 
their foot, ſince we unjuſtly detain the ſuſtenance of men. B:= or deceitful aad lying, by the cunning of the Devil. Grace in 
hold get: prodeg. es, and wh.ch never happened tothe Gentiles, latter 14mes bath put a ſeal onthe work it began from the birth 
To whom doth Syymmachus th:ak be tells theſe Fables ? Tow, of ihe world. If things ihe leſs antient be the leſs perfeft, we 
who kaow the Pagans were heretofore ſo accuſtom-d toeate A- JO miſt prefer the Chaos before the, Sun, Acorns before Harveſis, 
corns, that fo: thu onely cauſe deified therr Oaks ? It w poſſible QAMarcb-Violets before Grapes, and ſay we bave done ill to co- 
their God. ſhould appoint that for puniſhn'rnt which theſe have wer the earih with ſilver, and change Shepherds cottages ints 
ſo of © bo-ght with price of Incenſe and blood of B'aſts ? Aid the gilded Maible of the Capitol. 

th n, what injuſtice weve it that for a ſmall handful of ſacrifs- But they ave induſtrious to wound themſelves, crying up the 
cers and South-(ay:rs, who pretend ta be intereſſed berein, thiſe antient ceremonies. If this antiquity be ſo recommendable, 
cruel Divinitts (hould take revenge by a general deſolation of all why did Rome yearly change htr Religion, as certain birds do 
Proviaces ? How ſhould they ſo long ſtand with arms acro/sin Their f-atbers, introducing daily ſome innovations in matter of 
the ruins of ſo many Temples, fallen »n their Idols, (0 come to ſuperſtitions, d:rived from the ſame Nations they by thear arms 
conteſt with ws, upon a juſt reten'ion of the ſuper fluities ofa — had captivated ? Shall it he ſaid ſhe will optn ber Templcs 
filly Sacrificer ? B hold now a'ready how miny years th: Pagan to all the Ido's of the earih, and onely ſhut th:m up from hea« 
Seft hath been declining, hath aiy one ſeen for all tha the Fiver wrealy verities ? He now bere ſpeake'h to usof a viftory, which 
Nilus over flaw to revenge what bath paſſe4 at Rome, ſince the Gq is agift of Gd, and aot a Goddeſs : a gift, which 18 often« 
c91qu2ſt of Egypt bath been tol rated under the arms of the times granted to the firength of legions, and aever allotted to 
{oſs ? And iſ theſe Gods have this laſt year avenged they in- the imprety of ſuperſtitions. They will ſet up thei! Altar inthe 
juries, enforctag us to feed 01 Acorns : why this preſent y'ar, midſt of a ſovereiga Court, and ſay, that maugre our oppolition 
when the contempt of ther» name is much greater then ever, we muſt ſwallow the ſmoak of their ſacrifices,hear thcir goodly, 
bave thty not mad? us eat Thos ? The l:umg God be praiſed, muſuck, and r.cetve the aſhes of th2ir prophane viftims on our 
who husbandeth 2ood and evil for us with a maſt w ſe aconomi:c, forehead, where we hear the charatter of th: living God. 
we have ſeen th? hi!lock (mile unde! the beauty of Vines, we 1s it aot abſolutely ro out-brave Chriſtianity under moſt Chri- 
have” brb-14 th? earth curled with ears of Corn, and to yield us tian Emperours?what ſhall now preſently be done at Count by the 
fo plentifu! harv'{ts, that they have given joy ts ſomezadmivation better part of the Senate,which is Chriſtian? 1t will be neceſſary 
to othe's. and ſatisfattion to the whole world. Yea, wt can that they cither is refuſing untruth oppoſe your edifts (if the 
ſay, the tuft year bath no! been ſo barren, ut that it hath left in wuahappineſs of the time (hould make them faveur a requeſt (6 
many Provinces marks of the fruitfulne(s thereof. The Gauls 70 uncivil) or by connivency confeſs their ſacrileg?. I will ſpeak 
hve been more eniiched- then ever, the Sclavons have ſold © © freely, it is not an Altar they deſire to plant in the Capitol, but 
Corn, which they never ſowed: The Grifons have had ſuch rather faith, which they now would tear from our hearts. If 


ſtore that they hve gives to their nee{bours, more cauſe of en- you command ſuch a ſin, you commit it, 5 
Aaz The 
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The Emperour Conſtans, of moſt worthy memory, being as 
y't but a Catechumen, would not ſo much as bebold this Altar, 
for fear that by . hz ſole (igh: thereof #54 conſcience might be po- 
lu:ed;: be cauſed it preſently to be taken away and will you reſtore 
u, to make (bem hereafter ſwear to your laws before falſe Gods? 
what nerd have we of ſnch an oath; The Senate us aſſembled 
your commands, and for you, To you they ow their fidelity and 
conſc.ence, not to Gods who are of no accompt. It preferreth you 
before their own children, but not before they Religion ; then us 
3: a charity much greater then your Empire, to preſerve that piety 
whi! hb [ Anne 4 your Empire. All bere below in the — of 
men '8 moſt uncertam,all therein u traiſito.y ; and great fortunes, 
whi h have the Sun in thew face, have Ice pader Foo : we poſe 
ſeſs nothing immcytal but true Religion, which raiſeth us above 
Monarchs to equal us with Angels. Pompey af-er be had 
mea/itred three parts of the world, more by bis truamphs then 
trave!s, is defeated, repeiled, ban (þ d, and dead on the f ontiers 
of the Empirc,by th: hand of a half man; and ht earth, whith 
ſeem:d 100 ſcanty fo his conqueſts, was ſeen to fail bim for a 
Tomb. Cyrus, afier bc had overcom [o many potent Enemies, af- 
ter he ha equal-ed bis wiffories to bis clemency, is vanquiſhe1 by 
Tama' 1s, and þ4 h- ad, crowned wi h ſo many Lawels, ſerved 
as 4 mai er of ſpoit for a woman, who drencht it in a Leathern 


Sack (ii:d with bumane blood, ſaying un's him, Satiate thee 20 
with that thou ſo much haſt deſired. Hamilcar, Captain of 


the Carthaginians, one of the moſt ſuperſtitious P inces, that 
ever the ea-th bare,after ſo many T oph:ys, 'h'ew him'elf (ih ough 
deſpai. into ihe Fire, whi.h he had cauſed tobe ki1dled for the 
Sacrifice of h1y Gods, ſeeing it had no whit availed bim. 1 will 
not f.y Chr:ſtias Emperours ſhall ever be fortunate in temporal 
aff -irs : but 1 41-0 aff m, that if we muſt needs be afflified es 
men, al hough w: ſhould looſe all, yet never ought we is fo ſake 
Relsg:on, as Julian that wnhappy Mo .:4rch ba-b done, who joyn- 
ed the ſhi;-w-ack of bis fai.b to the loſs of his Empire. 

Moſt jac ed M:jeſty, remember that all the men of the world 


fiaht for you, end that you ſh .ld combat for the true Religion, JO 


Wi:hout which, there 8s netthes proteflion in the Empire , no/ 


ſafety m he wo-ld. if there b» occaſion toreſolve a matter of 


am; mike 1ddvefs t9 y1u; Council of ar ;, but if a point of Re- 
tligion be b.dled, youu netth'r oh nor may determme it with- 
out the advi, e of yur Bihojs, Yor ſho:ld ſee them all bere aſ- 
ſembled, if chep-1@1.c f (nu Erimics had not pievent'd them, 
I auſwer fo; all, and inthe name of all 1 tmplore the piety and 
quſtice of your Majeſtie, 'hx' n0 man here may pretend '0 1b«/e 
your M:nority to the prejudice of your ſoul. Takr herd how you 


precipitate any thi.g in this aff vr, without tmpa tr g ir rothe 


—_— Theodolis, whom you have beitberto honoured as a 
F 1the; 

If 15:1 dg othe;wiſe, I w'll not conceal that from you which 
ry profeſſion coimmandeth, and conſcience ob! geth me t» tell your 
You will come to 'he Church. but you will fine no Biſhop there; 
or if you do, it will be but to refpft you. 1b would you anſwer 
h:m. wh.n he ſhould tell you, The Church ha h nething 0 do 


with yur liberalities; ſince you. have ads ned 'h. Temples of 


Gzat:li/m, you ſhall never build the bauſts of Sion ; the Altay 
of Jeſus Chriſt camo! endure your offerings, (mee you have e- 
retted A'ta s for Idols. Your word, your | tter, your Signet, is 
th: work of your heart, of wh'ch our euemees mak. a Trophy, 
and which you caanot deny. Your ſervice can no longer be pleaſ- 


Ing 's the $1your of the wo ld, ſinct you ave ingaged to falſe Dz- FO 


vinitics., Th:k you to ſerve 'wo Maſiers ? Thi:k youit 
will be law to catertain Veitals 'orhe contimp! of Rel gious 
wn of your n1me and belief ? You have no more to do w'th 
Biſhops, hace you have preferred Sacrificirs to the Devil beſure 
th:m, what anſwer yu tothis ? Tha! you have committ'd a 
fault pay {onable in a child ? Eve'y age u peif ft for Jeſus 
Chriſt, and there is no infancy, but is repl. nſhed with God, if 
render it {If zor unworthy hereof, 

Little Infa its be etufor: h ve confronted Executioners, and 
born away the C-own of Mv'y dom, and will you betray our 
Altars ? What will you a: ſwe: to your good brother the Empe- 
Your Gratian of holy ind glo 104 mo mory, when he hill ſay, 
My b- othe:,I never thought my elf vanquiſhed by mine Enemies, 
whiiſt I left the D:ad»m 01 you head. It bath aot grieucd me 
to die, face my 1:0" was repleniſhed with ſo good a Sucreſſour, 
I freely have fo /ak'n th Emn're, bing perſwaded the gd nan- 
ces I made #1 favour of Relig onwould remain inviolab'e te po- 
ſterf y. Brother, theſe ae the ſpoils 1 gain'd os devils; 
theſe are my tiiles and T «h:ys ;, theſe bh» plries of wy rey 
end monuments of my fai h, which you hve ſince token aw y 
from me by your Rdrfty.” Whar my an Frnemy do -move ?- You 
have violated what I ſq piouſty o dained ſor the glory of Altars, 
It is a thing which he, who ſo unworth ily bare a: ms ap 1,.ſt me, 
never did. Th* Sword which transfixed »y Fody did me lef's 
burt then your Edifts : mare ſenſible am I of he wound you im- 
preſſed on my emders, then that which the Tyrant fixed on my 
members. The one 100k from me thr liferf body; butthis 
bereaves me the life of memory and virtues. Onthis diy it is 
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that I looſe an Empire, ſince Ice my [elf d.p;tuid of that I al- 
ways priferred bi fore Empires, and that it is t«ken f, om me af- 
ter my death, yea by the hand of a man, whom 1 1finitily loved, 
Broiher if you have donc this of your ewn accord, you have con- 
dem:ed my faith; and if by conſtraint, you have betrayed your 
own + and being wholly dead as 1 am, you make me die in you, 
who are of my ſelf th: bettey part. On the other ſide, thick you 
not but that the Empcrour Valentinian y»ur faiber, whoſe 
name you bear, will ſay un'o you, Son, you bave done me much 
injwie, ſo to condemn my conſcience, and to believe I ever bad 
any purpoſe to tolerate ſuperſtitions ſo prejudicial 'o (hriftias 
lo nity. I puniſhed all crimes ihat came to my knowledg, : but 
never have I heard of an Altar of Victory nor p(oſaie Sacrifices 
to be made in a Sovereign Court before the ys of all Chiiſten- 
dom. Dear (on, you greatly diſhonour the reſpett, which rs due 
to the memory of your father, if you think be oweth bis Emp.re 
to ſuperſtition, and not to bis Religion, 

1 heartily beſeech God, moſt Sacred Majeſtie, iſ this aff.-ir be 
ſo import e-t, as you ſee, to your conſcience, to ihe memory of your 
fathe, the aſhes of you brother, your own reputation, to the 
judgment which poſterity |hall give upon you, and that wh c> 
tranſcendeth all othey conſiderations, to the univerſal Chu: ch, 

ou now do what you wilt one day wiſh to bave done, when we 
ſhall appear b:fore the eys of the whole Church Triumphant, to 
the end your aftions may be free from reproof, as my connſuls are 
of Repentance. 


Who could reſiſt theſe Thunder-bolts ? Symma- 
chxs reputed at that time, as we have ſaid, the 
prime States-man in the Rewan Empire, both for 
eloquence and authority, was aſhamed of his ſuper- 
ſtition, and in pleading for Yi&ory loſt ir, well 
ſhewing it was nothing, ſince it had fo little coun- 
tenanced a man, who aſcribed ſo much unto it, ,._ , 
which made Emnnodins lay, Symmachus in pleading patman vi- 
for YVi#ory, hath loſt the Victory, left by bimin the 497i 14 
hands of $. Ambroſe, plainly diſcovering, the God- 7, ad 


deſs was very unreaſonable to forſake thoſe that _— 
ſerved her, and gratifie ſuch as offended her. rom n= 
Egnodius, 


The triumph of S. AmBRross 


$ in the converſfion of S. Aupuſline, 


—_— — 


The fixth SECT1 0K, 
Of the Nature, and Condition of this preat 


man, 


Come to one of the moſt remarkable ations of The great- 
S. Ambreoſe,reſplendent in the converſion of great n+ of S. 
S. Auguſtine, the benefit whereof Heaven and earth (72m t® 
have divided, ſince this incomparable man ſeryes as verſion. 
a ſupport for the Church Militant in the revolution 
ot ſo many Apes, and an ornament to the Church 
Triumphant through all eternity. It is none of the 
lealt gitts from Heaven,that our Ambreſe was ſele&. 
ed for an affair of ſo great importance, that the 
whole world might finde its intereſt therein and for 
a victory ſo eminent, that were the Angels as capa. 
ble of envy, as they are repleat with charity, as they 
* have loved the Conqueſt, they would envy the glo- 
ry thereof. Happy voice of thunder , which made 
this Hind to bring forth her young,af.er the throws 
and "_—_ ol twelve years. Happy the Beſcleel, 
who fo well hath laboured in the Tabernacle of the 
living Cod : Happy the David, who hath ſubdued 
this Rabbath, ſo many times ſhaken by the arms of 
.great Captains, Happy the Alexander, who with 
the ſword of the word hath cut ſo many Gerdian 
knots, as held this great Spirit in diſturbance. I here 
defie :1l the Arphitheaters which have been inthe 
world, and ſo often mixed the blood of men with 
that of Lions and Elephants ; I call thoſe ſpeRacles, 
which ſo many times have attracted the eys of Ca- 


fars : 


Exod, 3t. 


2Kings 12, 
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 ſars : 1 defirethe jouſls, turneys, races, chariots, him as far from truth as they were of power to en= 
triumphs, and thoſe magnifhcences may be propo. Cline him to vanity. | 
ſcd, which bave drawn blood from all the veins of He had a great wit,as it were, like a prodigy, and The wit of 
the world, to eſtabliſh ſuperfluity ; and that it may it ſeemeth that 4frick which produced him, would 5.4*5* 
be conſidered whether there were ever combate then bring forth nothing which was mean. It muſt ""* 
comparable to this which 1 preſent ; where a holy {till bring forth huge monſters, or mighty men, He 
Biſhopentred into the liſt againſt rhe prime Spirit notwithſtanding was over ſharp, being not as yer 
of the world, where God fits enthroned, where the inhis confiſtence, but reſembled the glaſs of a mir. 
Angels ranged before the gates of Heaven, contem- rour, which cannot render forms till it be leaded, $0 
plate, where three parts otthe world expe the if- 10 this admirable wit through want of the virtue of hu- 
ſue of this Duel, where Heaven applaudeth,the earch —mility,which is in men as lead in the mirrour, ſpark. 
trenbleth, where Hell frowneth, the Devils houl led with a vain preſumption, which bringeth with ir 
to ſee themſelyes deceived of their prey : Where no other profit, made more illuſions in eys then ir 
the victorious Ambroſe triumpeth , where the un- left good examples in manners. Now to ſpecifie the 
yanquiſhable Angzſtine yieldeth, to be confirmed qualities of this excellent nature, we muſt conſider 
by his fall, to be raiſed by his abaſing, fortified by ir from his terdereſt years, ſince the diſpolition 
his weakneſs. makes it ſelf ſoon appear in children, as the Roſe in 
Gentle Reader, I entreat you, as my purpoſe is his bud. 
no other, but to enchaſe in this Hiſtory of $. Am- Auguſtine began almoſt as ſoon to ſtudy as to live, ris incli- 
broſe, the acts of Fccleſiaſticks, who to him are ſo 20 for he burned trom his younger days with a thirſt of 92% 
particularly tied, that you think it not ſtrange if I = knowicge, ſv ctuiucnc, that he ſurmounted his age. 
more at large diſtend my ſelf upon a Narration ſo And for anote of his curioſity, which already ra- 
proper for the ſubje&t which I rreat of : 1 doubtnot ther aimed at ſplendour then utility :. yourg though 
but the manner wherein 1 ſhall unfold ir,will render he were,he reſembled the children,who make them- 
it wholly new, as the greatneſs thereof made it ho- elves Preachers before they can read. Nothing was 
nourable,and the ucilicy {till ſeaſoneth it with ſome he pleaſed with the elements of Grammar, which he 
parcicular delight, reputed roo low for his ſpirit. He would climb with. 
Iimgedi- That we may here well obſerve the ways of the out a Ladder, and ſcorned to learn ofa Grammari- 
pients. Divine Providence in the direRtion of man's ſalvati= anhow the name of Aneas was written , but rather 
verſion of On, and the ſtrength of S. Ambroſe quickened with zo readily diſputed whether Xxeas had been at Car- 
S. Anz* the Spirit of God: it is neceſſary ro conſider the rhage, or nor. Greek to him was a Pill, which he 
i powertul oppoſitions, that ſo kong time hindred this ſwallowed rot but by con{traint, and better loved 
converſion, which 1 reduce to three principal heads, he to ſpeak Latine by cuſtom, then the rules of D«- 
Curioſity, Preſumption, and Carnal Love. nat, All his delight was to know Fables and Hiſto- 
It is a dangerous peſtilence in matter of Religion Tries, to weep over the diſaſtrous loves of poor Dio, 
to take the wind of Curioſity, which ordinarily tix and to be angry with 7«no with ſo good a grace, 
eth ic ſelf on the faireſt ſpirits, as it is ſaid Canthari- that compoſing thereupon certain inntations of 
des reſt on the beaurifulleſt Roſes, A great train of Virgil, he raviſhed his Maſters, and companions in 
vices is ever waited on by a great curioſity, and he the Schole , which made it well appear he oneday 
that can well know them, ſhall finde, that to be cu- 40 ſhould become more fruitful in {trong imaginations 
| rious is to forſake innocency, to draw near to fin, (which are the principal pieces of eloquence) then 
cur: according to the eloquent Saint Zexo , Curiolity religious in choice of words and poliſhed in peri- 
neu per. qmaketh more Offenders in Priſon, then Learned in ods. His lather, who diſcovered the riches of this 
Tome” Scholes, and ever the defire to know what God wit, h:d anardent defire that he might ſwim in a 
Filii gene- would have hidden, is paid with jgnorance of one's large water , for heas yer ſtudied at Oran a petty 
m_—_ x Village of Africk,, having not the means to go to 
Curiofiry Werel a Painter, or Pourtraier, to repreſentto Carthage. 
and the Youth the vanity of this paſſion,l would make the ſta- Want of enablements is many times a counter- 
defcripet-., Cue thereof on a moving Globe : whar can be more 


poize to the height of the underſtanding : bur in 


inconſtant ? I would give it wings; what is lighter ? 5 depreſling it, he crowned it , ſince generous ſtudies 


I would ſprinkle it all over wich eys : what more 
watchful? ! would fill it with ears : what more in- 
duſtrious in the diſcovery of ſo great a diverſity of 
things? I would give 1c a mouth perpetually open, 
for it is no ſooner hlled by the ear, but emptied by 
the mouth, I'would lodge it at the ſign of Vacuum , 
for what is more vain? 1 would: afford it Spider's 
webs for attire : what is more frivolous ? For Table 


(according to Plixies ſaying) are lodged at the ſign 
of poyerty, and ever Sciences are refined by necellt- 
ty. Auguſtine, not then knowing what God would 
do with him, ſonghc to make a fortune, and ſuch 
likewiſe was the will of Patrictirs bis Father , who 
more defired to fee him eloquent, then chaſte. Be- 
hold why the good man,who had much courage and 
lictle means, ſtrove beyond his ability to ſend his 


and Viands,ſmoak; whar more ſender and hungry? 60 ſon to Carthage, the moſt famous Univerſity of A4- 


I would ordain for Officers many Liars and Impo- 
ſtures, tor ſuch people are its favourites. Before 1t,a 
certain itch of general knowlege ſhould go, tor it is 
rhe ordinary meſſenger thereof. At the right hand 
Opinion, fort 1s it which deceives her. At thelefr, 
Tarctle, it is that which inſtru&s her ; atrer it, 1 
would ſet diſturbance of ſpirit, ignorance, and mi- 
ſery , for it is its inheritanceinthe end, 
Arguſtine,as it were,from his moſt tender years, 
made Fimſelf tributary to this falſe Deiry, and in- 
ſtead of taking the way of true Religion by the 
paths of holy fimplicity, needs would he dive into ir 
by reafons and humane ſubtleties, which alienated 


frick, As great fiſhes are found in great Seas,ſo A- 
gaſtine had there wherewith to fatisfie the paſſion 
of his curioſity, and meaſuring his own ſtrengrh 
with that of others, ſaw matter enough how to 
make his wit be held in eſteem, ro which he already 
bad ſufficient inclination, 

He was not contented to exerciſe himſelf in elo- 
quence, whichinall Ages bath had much reputaci- 
on among arts,as the fulleſt of noiſe, and that which 
unfolds it ſelf with moſt oftent ; but he throughly 


o {tudied Philoſophy and all orher Sciences, which are 


of power to make an able man, in ſuch ſort, thar 
there was not then a book which he had not with 


undefatigable 
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Aitrologys 
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andefatigable induſtry peruſed. The poor young 
man went like a torrent whither paſſion tranſport- 
ed him, and where the blaſt of ambition breathed, 
having the feeling of Chriſtianity in bim very faint: 
for much better be loved to meaſure the world in 
his vanity,then poſſeſs it in the love of God , not as 
yet conſidering the difference between a good coun- 
try ſwain, who at full eaſe enjoyeth the truirs of his 
tree, whereof he knoweth no other ſecrets, and a 
Philoſopher that obſerveth the ten Categories, and 
remains almoſt famiſhed,not taſting of any one fruit. 
His curioſity failed not to transfer him ro judicial 
Aſtrology, wherein he employed much time, till 
thinking to diſcover ſome ſecrets in this labyrinth of 
fools which better knowerh how to involve minds, 
then give them ſatisfa&tion. He happeneth one day 
tro confer with an old Phyſician, a man grave, and 
of great capacity ; who ſeeing him paſſionately in 
love with theſe books of Aſtrology, ſaid, Son,if you 
defire to tranſcend others in any profeſſion of the 
world, rather take eloquence, in which, as far as I 
can ſee, you have greatly profited, then to ſtick on 
yain Sciences unworthy of your judgment. Verily I 
will herein confeſs the ignorance of my youth, 1 
have been as much addiQed to judicial Aſtrology as 
ever was any man of my condition : for I not only 
ſought the ſatisfaRtion of my minde , but the efta- 
bliſhment of " fortune. Notwithſtanding I have 
wholly left it, through a moſt undoubted knowlege 
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thoſe black furies, gave him in the beginning ſo 
much bhorrour upon all theſe proceedings, that a 
Negromancer promiſing him one day to bear away 
the prize of Poeſie in a publick meeting of Poets, if 
he would aſſure bim of a reaſonable reward, he an- 
ſwered, That were the Crown to be given in thoſe 
games of profit, of gold wholly celeſtial, he would 
not buy it by ſuch kinde of ways, at the rate of the 
blood of a flie. Which he partly ſpake through ſome 


IO ſence of piety, partly alſo by the knowlege he had 


of theillution and barenneſs of ſuch Sciences, 


He was much more troubled about the Articles His Reli- 
of faith : for though from his childhood he was edu- ©” 


cated in Chriſtian Religion, under the wings of his 
good Mother S. Monica, yet ſuffering his minde to 
mount up unto ſo many curioſities, he had greatly 
weakened the ſence of piety. And being defirous 
to penetrate all by the help of humane reaſons, when 
he began to think on the Chriſtian Maxims of Faith, 


20 he therein beheld much terrour and abyſs. He came 


to this condition, that not content with the God of 
his fore-fathers, who taught him holy counſels, and 
the univerſal voice ofthe Church , he put himſelf 
upon maſtery, now wholly ready to ſhape a Divi- 
nity on the weak Ideas of his own brain, 

The Meazichees at that time ſwayed in Africh , 
who having found this ſpyrir, and ſeeing he mighe 
one day prove a ſupport to their Se, they ſpared 
nothing to gain him , and he being upon change, it 


chat we cannot reſolve on any thing ſolid therein, 30 was not very hard to bring him into the ſnare. This 


Judge you whatyou pleaſe, but ever a well reQtified 
ſpirit will be aſhamed to profeſs a ſcience not ſup- 
ported by rexſon,and which knows almoſt no other 
trade but to deceive. This at that time ſomewhat 
ſtartled him, but ſtayed not his purpoſe, ſo much he 
loved to deceive himſelf, and fo much he reſolved 
to finde out this ſecrer in the end. But ever as he 
waded furcher, not diſcovering firmland, he found 
trouble in a barren labour, and much vanity,where 
he to himſelf propoſed ſome ſolidity. 

Nothing confirmed him ſo much in contempt of 
this folly, as the diſcourſe he had with Firminus, a 
young man of eminent quality, ſick of the ſame diſ- 
eaſe that he was : for the Curioſity of Aſtrology 
ceaſed not to incite him, as being born of a Father 
an Aſtrologer, a man of honour, but ſo curious, that 
he calculated the very horoſcope of Cats and Dogs 
that were whelped in his houſe : yet fo little had ke 
profited therein, thar ar the ſame time his ſon came 


Sect ſprang from one named Manes, a Perſian by 
birth, and a ſervant by condition, who having inhe- 
rited the goods of a Miſtreſs whom he ſerved, from 
a good ſlave which he had been, had heremained 
in that ſtate , became by ſtudy anill Philoſopher, 
and a worſe Divine, for mingling ſome old dotages 
of the mag:ck of Perfans, with other Maxims «f 
Chriſtianity, partly by the help of his purſe, partly 
alſo by an infinite of impoſtures derived from his 


40 giddy ſpirir,he made himſelf head of a faRion, pro. 


teſting he was the Holy Ghoſt. His principal folly 
conſiſted in placing two Gods in the world, the one 
good, the other bad, who had many ſtrange battles. 
The body, as he faid, was the creature of the evil 
God, and the ſoul a portion of the ſubſtance ofthe 
good, enthralled in matter. And following theſe 
principals, he gave a phantaftical body to the Savi- 
our ot the world, ſeeming it a thing unworthy of 


theworld, to be perſonally united to the fleſh, 


into the world , a ſervant of his neigbours- being 59 which he held in the number of things execrable. 


delivered of a male-chil le, he foretold, according to 
the rules of his art, that both of them being born 
under one ſame conſtellation, ſhould run the like 
fortune ; which was fo falſe, that this Firminus his 
ſon being born ofa rich Family, progreſſed far into 
the honour of the times, whileſt the ſon of the ſer- 
vant, notwichſtanding the favours ofhis goodly ho. 
roſcope, waxed old in ſervitude. 

This young man who made this narration, though 


Behold the cauſe why thoſe who were ingulphed in 
this Set, made ſhew to abſtain from meat and 
wine, which they termed the Dragon's gall. 

I do not think that ever Ang»ſtixe fully conſent- 
ed to all the Chymera's of Manes, which were in- 
numerable , bur at the leaſt he reliſhed this Se in 
the opinion it had of the original and nature of the 
body and ſoul, :nd in many other articles, even to 
the believing (as himſelf witneſſerh) fables moſt ri- 


convinced by his own experience, ſtill ſuffered him- 60 diculous, Great God ! who thundereſt upon the 


ſelf to be beguiled with his proper errour,fo difficult 
ir is to take away this charm by force of reaſons, 
Our Anguſtine , by little and little diſperſed thoſe 
vapours, both by the vivacity of his own excellent 
judgment , and the conſideration of others folly. 
He was likewiſe ſolicited ro attempt a kinde of ma- 
gick, much in reſpet among the heathen Philoſo- 
phers of that Age , which was to ſeek prediQtions 
trom the ſhop of the Dive, by means of the effuſion 


pride of humane ſpirits, and dragpeſt into the duſt. 
of the earth choſe that would go equal withAngels! 
What Eclipſe of underſtanding What abaſing of 
courage in miſerable Aug»ſtize? To ſay that a man,, 
whoſe eye was ſo piercing, dorine ſo eminent,and. 
eloquence ſo divine, after he had forſaken the helm: 
of faith and reaſon, became ſo abandoned, as to: 
make himſelf a party of the Se& ofa barbarous and 

phanraſtical ſlave, who in the end for his miſ-deeds, 


of the blood of beaſts, and ſometimes of children, 7g was fleyed by the command of the King of Perf; 


Bur God, who as yet held a bridle on this uncollet=« 
ed ſoul, and would not ſuffer it to be defiled with 


as if the $kin of this man could no longer cover al 
ſoul ſo wicked. 


Behold 
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A ſecond 
mmpedi- 

ment, Pre- 
ſumption. 


Auguſt. 1, 
deduabus 
animabus 
contra 
Mancheos, 


Behold whither curiolity tranſporteth an exor- 
bicant ſpirit.Bebold into what ſo many goodly gitts 
of grace and nature are diflolved, Behold now the 
Eternal Wiſdom beſotteth thoſe , who forſake him 
ro court the lying fantaſies of their imagination, - 

A ſecond obſtacle went along with this extrava- 
gant curioſity,to ſettle him fixedly inerrour,which 
was the preſumption of his own abilities, an inſepa- 
rable companion of hereſte, He, that once in his 
brain hath deified Crocodiles, and Dragons, not on- 
ly adoreth them, but will perſwade others, that he 
bath reaſon to ſet Candles before them, and burn 
Incenſe for them. It is a terrible blow, when one is 
wounded in the head by his proper judgment, 
whoſe ill never reſts in the mean. We come to the 
end of all by the ſtrength of induſtry : Stones are 
pulled forth from the entrails of men, the head is 
opened to make ſmoak iſſue out , bur what hand 
hath ever drawn a falſe opinion out of the brain of 
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unguided youth. Witneſs this good Biſhop, whorg 


holy S. Monica ſo earneſtly folicited ro enter into 
the liſt with her ſon, to convert him, for ke pru- 
dently excuſed himlelt, ſaying the berter to content 
her, That a fon of ſuch tears could never periſh. 
Beſides the curioſity and preſumption of Augu- 
ſtine, the paſſion of love ſurprized himalfo ro make 
up his miſery, and to frame great oppofrtions in 
matter of his ſalvation. But becauſe this noble ſpirit 


10 hath been ſer byGod,as the maſter of a Ship broken 


on the edge ofa rock,to ſhew others his ſhipwrack, 
] think it a matter very behoofſul to conſider here 
the tyranny of an unfortunate paſſion, which lorg 
time enthralled ſo great a ſoul,to derive profit from 
his experience. The fault of Angsſtine proceeded 
not ſimply from love, but from ill managing ir, af. 
fording that to creatures, which was made for the 
Creatour, Love init ſelfis not a vice, but the ſoul 
of all virtues, when it is tied to its objeR, which is 


one preſumptuous, but that of God ? All ſeemeth 20 the ſovereign good , and never ſhall a ſoul a& any 


oreen, ſaith Ariſtotle,to thoſe, who look on the wa- 
rer , and all is juſt and ſpecious to ſuch, as. behold 
themſelves in proper love.Better it were,according 
to the counſels of the antient Fathers of the Deſerr, 
to have one foot in Hell with docibility of ſpirit, 
then an arm in Paradiſe with our own judgment. 
Auguſtine , not to acknowlege his fault , would 
ever maintain it,and thought it was to make a truth 
of anerrour, opinionarive to defend it. He had 


thing great, if it contain not ſome fire in the veins. 
The Philoſopher Hege/ppas ſaid, T har all the great 
and goodlielt natures are known by three things, 
Light, Heat,8& I.ove.T he more light prettous ſtones 
have, the more luſtre they refle&. Heat raiſeth Ea. 
gles above Serpents: yea among Palms,thoſe are the 
nobleſt, which have the moſt love and inclination 
to their fellows Theſe three qualities were cminent 
in our Azgaſtive. His underlianding was lightning, 


that, which Tertsllian ſairh is familiar among Here» 30 his will fire, and heart affeRion, If all this had hap- 


ticks, ſwellings, and oſtentation of knowlege, and 
his deſign was then to diſpute, not to live. Himſelf 
confeſſerh ewe things long time made him to tum. 
ble in the ſnare : the firſt whereof was certain com- 
plaCence of humour, which caſily adhered to vitious 
companies, and the other an opinion he ſhould ever 
have the upper hand in diſputation. He was as a 
little Marlin without hood or leaſhes, catching all 
forts of men with his ſophiſms: and when he had 


pily taken the right way to God, it had been a mi- 
racle infinitely zccompliſhed : but the lock, which 
1s out of lrame in the tirſt wheel, doth eaſily miſcar- 
ry in all its motiors, and he, who was already much 
unjoynied in the prime piece, which makes up a 
man,viz. judgment, and knowlege, ſuffered all his 
actions to (1. de into exorbitancy. As there are two 
ſorts of love,whereot ihe one is molt felt in the ſpi- 
rit, the other predominateth in the fleſh, Arp :ftine 


over-come ſome {impleCatholick, who knew not the 40 tried them both in ſeveral encounters. Firſt, he was 


ſubcilties of Philoſophy, he thought he had raiſed a 
great Trophey over our Religion. In all things this 
Genius ſoughr for ſupereminence;for even in game, 
where hazards ſtood not fair for him,he freely made 
uſe of ſhifts : as were he ſurprized, he would be an- 
gry, making them till believe he had gained. As a 
certainWraſtler,who being overthrown, undertook 
by force of eloquence to prove he was not fallen, 
This appeared more in diſpute, then game : for ha- 


excellively paſſionate even in chaſt amitices , wiineſs 
a {chole-tellow of his, whom he ſo paſſionately af- 
fe&ted.He was a ſecond Pylades,that had always been 
bred and trained up with him in a marvellous corre- 
{pondence of age humour, tpiric, will, fe, and condi- 
ton , which had ſo enkindled iriendſhip in either 
part, thac it was tranſcendent ; and though it were 
in the liſts of pertect honelty, yet being as it was too 
ſenſual,God who chaſtiſcrh choſe that are eſtranged 


vins now flattered himſelf upon the advantages of 5c tom his love,as fugitive ſlaves, weaned his Augu- 


his wit, he was apprehenſive in this point of the lealt 
intereſt of his reputation, and had rather violate the 
law of God, then commit a barbariſm in ſpeaking, 
thereby to break the law of Grammar, to the pre- 
judice of the opinion was had of him, It was a crime 
co ſpeak of virtue with a Solceciſm, and a virtue to 
reckon up vices in fair language. When he was pub- 
lickly to enterprize ſome action of importance, the 
apprehenſion cf ſucceſs put him into a fever, fo 


ftine, firit couching this friend with a ſharp fever, in 
which he received bapuſm, ater which, he was ſome- 
what ligh:ened. Whereupon Ang «ſtine grew very 
Slad,as 1i he were now out of danger.He vilited him, 
and forbear nor co ſcoff at his bapriſm,ſtill purſuing 
the motiors of his profane ſpirit : bur the other, be- 
holding him with an angry eje, cut off his ſpeech 
with an admirable and preſent liberty, wiſhing him 
; . 6 ,. 
he would abſtain from ſuch diſcourſe, unleſs he 


that walking one day through the City of Afilan 69 meant to renounce all correſpondence. He ſeemed 


with a long Oration in his head , and meeting a 
rogue in the ſtreet, who confidently flouted him, he 
ferched a great gh, and ſaid, Behold this Yarler 
hath gone beyond me in rmatcer of happineſs.See, he 
is fatished, and content, whileſt I dreg an uneaſie 
burchen through the bryars, and all to pleaſe a filly 
eſtimation. The ardent deſire he had to excel in all 
encounters,alienated him very far trom truth,which 
wills, that we ſacrifice to itsAltars all the intereſts of 


already in this change to feel the approaches of the 
other world : for verily his malady augmenting, 
quickly ſeparated the ſoul from the body. Avpnſtins 


was much troubled at this lo, infomuch, thar all he' 


bebeld from Heaven to Farth, ſeemed to him filled 
wich images of dearh. The country was to him a 
place of darkneſs, and giddy fancies : the houſe of 
his Father a Sepulchre, the memory of his paſſed 
pleaſures a Hell. All was diſtaſt, being deprived of 


honour we may pretend unto:and beſides it was the 70 him, for whom he loved all things. It ſeemed ro him 


cauſe, that the wiſeſt Catholicks feared to be enga- 
ged in battle with ſo poliſhed a tongue , and ſuch 


all men he beheld were unworthy of life, and that 
death would quickly carry away all che world, ſince 
it 
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ir took him away, whom he prized above all the which tieth the ſoul to fleſh, and makes it ſlvpid to 
world. Theſe words eſcaped him, which he aicer- the feeling 0i God, it is this toul in ; and although 
wards retr:&ed, to wit ; © That the ſoul ot his com- 1t be not wholly incompatible with ſcience, by ne- 
* panion, and his, were expreſly but one and the ver accorded in the wiſdom of Heaven , which is 


© fame, ſurviving in two bodics, and therefore he more converlant in the taſte of heavenly things, 
* abhorred life, becauſe he was no more then half a then in knowledge. 
© man, yet would he not die, for tear the part of his FL. 
, friend, which yer lived in himſelf, might periſh. The ſeventh SECT1ON, 
All this well declared he had great diſpolittons to Diſpoſitions towards the converſion of 
love,and that to what ſide ſoever his affections tend- x © "oF ” 
; Saint Auouſtine, 
cd , they never would be with mediocrity, It ſeem- "W aft 
ed now all things conſpired againſt him to kindle a 1 Long the principal impediments of the conver- 
coal in his veins, which the revolution of many on of $. Axguſtine , bur God, who inſenſibly 
years could not extinguiſh. Firſt , As nothing is wove this work,and draws good even from the evil 
more dangerous to foment this paffion, then ill ex- of his ele, cauſed him ty ute the remedy of the 
ample, he lived in a place, as contagious for chaltity, Scorpion, that ſtung him, | or as he,purſuing his or- 
as the North-wind for Plants. Salviazms a great dinary curioſity, plunged more and more 1nto folid 
| Writer, ſpeaking of Africk,, which bred $. Angus. <Cences, he began by lictle and lirtle to diltaſte the 
phy tine, faith, It was the country of loves, and thatir doctrine of the Manichees, finding it very ltrange, 
pat. T»wm WAS as trange,a man ſhould be an African, without 20 that a man ſhould make all kindc ot dreams and tor- 


novnm is being an African, as to be an Afric an,and not iaſci- Tiſhnelſs to pals for verities,under the falſe ſal of the 
1p HGICH // . * . —_ - , X , 
ON <ſſe A- VIOUS. Secondly, Theſe dangers {0 frequent, which Holy Ghoit, 1 hoſe ot his taction,who ſaw him Wad- 


frum, quam feemed to require much retention . tound liberty ver,oft lent their helpirig hands,too weak tO ſupport 
Aſs" nough inthe houſe. For the tears of the bleſſed him ; and knowing their own inability, promiſed 


eſe Afrum. ; 

| $. Monica were not as yet ſufficient to ſtay the quickly to cauſe the prime man of their ſe ro come 
courſe of inſolent youth, fince the Father little ca- iromCarthage,who would diſ-engage his mind from 
red ; for that he having one day beheld his fon in {o many doubts, and afford bim ample ſatis/aQion. 
the Baths, ſpake ſome free wen, & which ſerved ra- They tailed not 1n their promiſe, for in few. days ;,,7,,. 
ther as a ſpur for ſenſuality, then a motive to con- the falſe Biſhop Fa:/us arrived, who was as the an his 
tinency. In the third place, as the eie muſt be open 30 iword and buckler of che Af:zichees. He was a man ; a ag 
to direR occalions,fo Ke therein uſcd (o little [tudy, Ota tair preſence, had charms in his tongue, and Mi. =: > pocule- 
that havins a ſoul, as it were, of ſulphure, ſo mach ®Y attractives in his converſation, able to enſnare 7 4c 
was it diſpoſed to take fire, he haſtened to throw the moſt ſubtle wits. He inſtantly fer himfelf to by 5 
himſelf into the midſts of flames. trame ſome ſtudied diſcourſes upon the Vaxims of con. 5. 


He haunted the company of Libertines,who are his ſuperſtition, which were heard with preat ap Ss 
the moſt dangerous enemies to chaltity, and being plauſe by the whole faction. For indeed he was an 
of a humour very gentile and pleaſing, gave love, Eagle among Parrots, Theſe men, ſuppoſirg that 
and reciprocally received : and although he had Avz=g#/tine was fully ſertled in all cheir apprehenſions 
none, needs mult he counterfeit, When he came ro and approbations, asked him what he thought ctthe 
Carthage, about the ſixteenth year of his age,thers 40 Biſhop Fa»ſt#s, and whether he were not an in- 

| was not a ſtreet, where love ſpread not his Nets, He comparable man ? He very coldly anſwered, He was 
f as yet knew nor well what it was to love, and yer eloquent, and throughly able co tickle an ear. But 
delired to be beloved, and grew weary of living in his malady daily encrealing could not be cured by 
innocency He hated his liberty,and ſought an hand, a man, who perpetually ſpeaketh, and ſhuffles up 
which captived him, He went to Theatres there tro the matter, ard theretore bel:des his goodly Ser. 
behold loves repreſented, where he fervently Was mons, there was need of a particular conlerence, 
enamoured of the paſſions of imaginary lovers: Where he might fully diſcharge his minde. Farſtzs, 
yea, his very eys hunted in the Church after objets endowed with a natural courteſte,thinking he had to 
of concupiſcence, by glances too too difſolute ; for do with a young ſpirir, whom he with words would 
which he confeſſed to have been very parcicularly 50 4mulc, accepts the diſputation , where, inſtead of 
chaſtiſed by the hand of God, ſince he mingled the findinga Crane, he encountred an Fagle,who han= 
ſanRity of the place with the entertainment ofthe led him roughly from the beginning of the battle: 
prophane ations. This ulcered ſoul threw it felfour This man made him preſently appear to be of baſe 
of its compaſs, and took wind and hre onevery gold, and thar this talent was no other,then that he 
fide. It ſeemed to him he muſt excel in vice, as well Was an indifferent Grammarian, had read ſome Q- 
as in ſcience. He made himſelf more vitious then he rations of Tally, the memory whereof were very 
was, to appear more gentile in the eys of evil men, ireſh in him, ſome Fpiltles alſo ot: Searta , with a 
and there remained for him nothins more, as it Mixture of Poelic, but in the books of his own SeR, 
were, in this point but one ſhame, not-co have been he had very little knowlege. All that which made 
ſufficiently impudent. In the end , he fell inco the 60 bum eſteemed in publick co:fiſted in agrace of lan. 
ſnares he defired , and was involved in admirable guage, which proceeding from a fair body was ex- 
labyrinths, where ever the end of one love was the poſed withthe more exteriour pomp. Behold that, 
| beginning of another. which now throughout rhe world authorizeth an 
This A fo carnal was a perpetual hinderance ro infinite number ot men, who are inthe opinion of 
| the viſitations of God, For, as Plateniſts ſay, ftars Ignorant, or the indifferenily knowing, as flying 
| cannot exerciſe their virtue on the ſphere of fire; fires in the air. When Argsſtine pur him upon the 
ſo all the light of good counſel had no force in the Solftices, EquinoGtials, Fcliptes, the courfe and mo- 
flames of ſuch a paſſion, His ſpirit was depraved by t10n of ſtars, wherewith the books of Afaxrs are 
| ſenſuality, allured by the baic of worldly beauties, repleniſhed , this man then found himſelf ina new 
and darkened with the obſcurity of his blindneſs, in 70 world, but yet was wily : for he was not as the fot- 
fuch ſort, that the light of the ſpirit of God in him tiſh Aavichees, who promiſing evidence upon this 


found no place : if there be a vice in the world, doctrine, made as many flips as ſteps : he roundly - 
ſaid, 
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faid, his curioſity had never born him ſo far that 
way, and thathe better had loved to contemn ſuch 
things, then ſtudy chem, As for the reſt,the dorine 
of Manes depended not upon the knowlege of Ecli- 
 pſes, ſince never had it been eclipſed. Azguſtine per- 
rock, ys ceived his Dotour was not wholly ignorant , fince 
pers cat he underſtood at the leaſt, how to acknowlege his 
mers own ignorance, but was otherwiſe abſolutely diſta- 
Confel, 4. ſted with the Divinity ofthe Aazichees , ſeeing fo 
C. 7s 
of the Faction ; and the ſnare which he would make 
uſe of to ſtay him,was the beginning of his liberty. 
It was to make a Banquet of Flowers and Songs for 
one almoſt famiſhed, to ſeek with words to give him 
ſatisfaction. 

In the end, after a long abode in Africk,, he re- 
ſolved to go to Rome, not ſo much to finde verity in 
its ſource, which as yer he propoſed not to himſelf 
to be in the Church of Rome, as to diſſolve the irk- 
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tractions to draw. us to him, Attractions, which arc 
able to gain the harſheſt, diſ-arm the moſt ſavage; 
heat the remiſeſt, and ſtartle the ſlupid, Attraction 
of ſympathy conliſteth in good nature, and ſweet 
inclination, which the Maſter-workman giveth ns 
for virtue. Attraction of Motions is ſeen in the con» 
verſion of good company, where examples of piety 
{weetly ſtir a ſoul to that which is its good, Attra- 
tion of heat is inſinuated by the word of God 


193 


little ſupport in Fawſ?us, who was the prime pillar 10 which is a Sword of fire, to make ſtrange diviſions 


between the ſoul and fleſh. Secret attraction, is a 

moſt particular touch from God, who taketh men 

by ways hidden, interiour, and extraordinary. So, 

many times we ſee converſions infinitely ſtrange. 

Such was that of S. Par/, who felt a blow in the Notab'® 
blood of S. Srephex , when he ſhed it by ſo many go 
hands as he gave conſents to the fury of his execu.. 
tioners, Such was that of the Jugler Geveſius un. 

der Diocleſian, who in a full Theatre ſcoffing at the 


ſomneſs of teaching Rhetorick at Carthage , the 20 Ceremonies of Chriſtians, at the ſame time became 


youth whereof was extremely inſolent, His friends 
propounded unto him for his aim a far other air, 
much different ſucceſſes from his former labours, 
and another recompence for his merit , adding be- 
ſides, it was a ſweeter Climate, where young men 
held within the liſts of good diſcipline, yielded their 
Maſters full fatisfation, It was the ſtrongeſt bait 
could therein be foung , for the ſweetneſs of his ſpi- 
rit was incompatible with the boldneſs of the <cho. 


a Conteſſour of the faith, and Martyr of 7e/as 

Chriſt. Such was that of Mary, Niece of Abraham 

the Hermit, who was gained to God in a Supper 

which ſhe had made in a Bourdel. Such likewiſe was 

that of [ras apoor Maid-ſervant of Alerandrii,who Martvro!, 
as the Samaritan going to draw water, left her pit. A9m-t6- 
cher, to run to Martyrdom, and joyning her ſelf to ::. $e9- 
Chriſtians which were led to execution, bare away mb. 
the firſt Crown. Such was that of a Thief, who tor. 


lars of Carthage, which was the cauſe that ſecretly 3o fook his wicked life, beholding a young 'Monk that 


ſtealing away trom his g00d mother, who could not 
with her tears hinder the voyage, he ſer fail for 7ra- 
ly, and came to Rome. Behold himin the chief The. 
arre of the world, where he began to ſhew himſelf, 
and entertain an Auditory in his Chamber, to be 
known, and forthwith appear in publick Courts, 
where he learned , the Students of Rome gave their 
Reader good words, but the time of payment being 
come, they inconſiderately many times forſook the 


tothe hands of another who cammanded ir, 


ate wilde roots, and another converted having ſeen 
Paphnitius theHermit drink a glaſs of wine,who ne- Foomes 
ver had drunkany betore, and thenonly did ir by a —_— 
_—_ of his own judgment and proper will in- Parrum ti- 


The tal.Charit- 
Thief ar that inſtant thus concluded ; Thar if this EP 
holy man were fo enforced by virtue, for an ation 

ſo contrary to ordinary lite, he himſelf might well 

by che help of reſolution, undertake the ſame pre- 


Teacher to exerciſe elſewhere the like deceit, which 45 dominance over his paſlions, and of an ill man be- 


infinitely diſpleaſed him , and ſeeing that by good 
fortune a Rhetorician was ang. 3 after for Milan, 
he handled the matter ſo, by the aſſiſtance of ſome 
Meanichees whom he yet courted for his own ends, 
and by the favour of Symmach:s Pretour of the 
City, that this charge was ſtayed for him. 
Hidden Behold him then at A£lan,where the providence 
paſſages of of God had marked out his lodging, Behold him in 
ncovidence Ne field of battle, where he was to be aſſaulted, 
in reclai- Behold him in the Amphitheater, where he ſhould 


come a Saint, as he did. Briefly, ſuch was the con. 
verſion of Parentizs, a man of quality, who exer. 
ciſed a place of judicature in a City of 7raly.For,ha- 
ving ſeen a young Swine-herd, who taught his com- 
panion a trick to make his hogs readily run into the 
Sty ; which was to fay to them, Enter hogs into the 
Sty, as withed Frdges into Hell : and then perceiving 
that thele beaſts readily obeyed chis word, he laugh. 
ed heartily . bur preſently changing all his mirth in- 
to ſerious ations, he fer himſelf to ponder on the 


ming ouls. be diſarmed. Behold him in the Sphere, where he 5 difficulties he found of (alvarion, in the great cor- 


muſt be illuminated. 

As we have beheld the ſtrong oppoſitions which 
ſtopped up the way in the ſalvation of this great ſoul, 
let us now ſee the means God uſed for his converſi- 
on. Here is an admirable ſpe&acle, and worthy the 
conſideration of noble ſpirits, ſince of all the works 
which God doth out of himſelf, nothing hath fo 
much manifeſted his wiſdom, bounty, mercy, and 
power, as the converſion of men. We obſerve in the 


ruptions of juſtice,and was fo touched, that he took 

the habit of Fraxciſcan?, where he ſo far proceeded (,.,.:. 
in virtue,that he became General of the Order, and Minecum. 
viſited bare-foor all the houſes of S. Fraxcs. It muſt 

be confeſled there are great privileges of Gods pro. 

yidence in ſuch affairs. I am willing briefly ro recite 
examples of theſe ſecret attrations, becaule they are, 

very tamous, and ſet before you the four ſorts 6f 
converſions, by reaſon they will not be unprofitable 


effects and experiences of nature , that one thing $9 to make us diſcover the {ingular ceconomy*' of God 


draweth another in four eſpecial manners, to wir, 
ſympathy,motion, heat, and ſecret attraftion. Sym- 
pathy ſay 1,or natural conformity; ſo the ſtone tend- 
eth downwards into the boſom of the earth, becauſe 
it there finds repoſes;Motions, fo the hammer drives 
thenail,& one man leads another by the hand. Hear, 
fo the Sun raiſeth up the vapours of the earth,afier ir 
hath ſubcilized and heated them. Secret attractions, 


in that whereot we are now abour to treat. 

The Saviour of the world uſed all theſe pieces in 
the converiion of S. Ar7gnſtine,as we may obſerve in 
his progreſſion. For firit, concerning attraRion of 
ſympathy, or natural conformity, it is true, that this ... 
great man was of an excellent nature, and though es Big 
it were a long time ſmothered up in fleſh and blood, God in 


yet was it as a Sun in eclipſe, which ſhould one day * £9 


ſo amber draws the ſtraw,and the adamant wins the -Q appear in full liberty,and illuminate the body which s. ax;a- 


iron. The Spirit of God, engenious and powerful 
in our converſions, makes uſe of theſe ſame four at- 


then was its obſtacle. In his moſt tender intancy , he + 
made amorous inclinations to his Creatour appear. 
B b For 


194 


Herod 1, 2, 


=,” #11, 


The HOLY COURT. The Prelate. Part 2 


Yor then he had recourſe to prayer, as toa SanCtua- 
ry of his ſmall aflitions; and hike a childe placing 
telicity in that which touched him neareſt, according 
to his efteem, he ardently beſought God that he 
might eſcape the chaſtiſement of rods,and diſgraces 
of the Schole. He was of an humour free and liberal, 
grzcious,mild affable,obliging, and full of compaſſi- 
on toward men in want,which is a good way to re- 
preſent great ations of virtue, and diſpoſe one to 


but the ſpirit of God, which guided her,difpoſed her 
then by theſe ations ro ſome matter of importance, 
She was married to a Pagan, and one of a humour 
very untraQable, which ſhe ſo ſoftened by her long 
and diſcreet patience, that in the end he ſer aſide all 
his moody extravagancies, As it is faid, the furious 
Unicorn ſleeps in a Maidens boſom. It was with her 
a great conſolation to have married an Infidel, and 
after ſome years to ſee him diea Chriſtian, ſaying to 


receive the ſpirit of God inabundance, Aﬀections, 10 God,he had received a Lion,and reſtored a Lamb, 


with tears of ſweetneſs and devotion, were to him 
very familiar, which appeared on the day of his be- 
ing made Prieſt, ſometime after his — : for 
he ſpared not to weep in that ceremony, whers by 
chance a ſimple man interpreting that this happened 
to him through diſturbance, that he was nor yet a 
Biſhop, who ſo well deſerved it, he came near to 
comfort him, ſaying, He ſhould be patient , that Prieſt - 
hood Was the next degree to the dignity of a Biſhop,and 
that in time' he ſhould enjoy the accompliſhment of his 
defire. S. Auguſtine afterward related this ſpeech to 
his friends , as an example of the errour of judg- 
ments made upon mens actions. As tor his vices, he 
bad nothing therein black or hideous , for his loves 
though inordinate, were bounded in limits moſt to- 
lerable , and his ambitions were not haughty and 
diſdaintul, bnt conſiſting only in a fleight yaruty,to 
make ſhew of that which he had either of wit, or 
learning : a paſſion very natural to thoſe who feel 
themſclves' endowed with any perfetions, Other- 
wiſe he had no deſign, pretence, engagements, as 
have they, who often cover their petty intereſts 
with the pretext of piety,and are ever ready to im- 
brace the Religion wherein they finde moſt accom- 
modation for their temporal affairs. Augſtine was 
lo free from worldly avarice,that he knew not what 
it was to make a fortune, or reach at wealth, Scarce 
would he ever learn to carry a key, poſſeſs money 
in a Coffer, and take accounts, as obſerve h Poſſide- 


All her care aimed only at this foa, whom ſhe fir{t 
ſaw ingulphed in a life molt licentious afterward, by 
miſhap involved in the hereſte of the Afaxich:es.The 
poor mother endured nine entire years the throvzs 
of this ſpiritual childe-birth, the moſt ſenſibly that 
may be imagined. Whar grief and ſighsin her. re- 
tirement ? What fancies in her ſleep? What prayers 
in the Church 2 Whar alms in neceſlities of the 
poor ? Whar prudence and diſcretion in all her pro- 
20 ceedings? She ſought out all the paſſages into this 
ſpirit, which ſhe could imagine , but ſeeing it was a 
torrent not to be reſtrained by her forces , ſhe 
peaceably expected the aſliſtance of Heaven, She de 
ſpaired not of his malady through fear to cure him. 
She undertook not in the fervent acceſſes of his fea- 
ver to upbraid his diſorders.She went not about ma- 
nacing him with fire and cauteries. Put did as God, 
who aQeth no ill, but ever ſo uſeth the matter, that 
the evil is extenuated, When ſhe could not ſpeak to 
30 her ſon, ſhe cauſed the apple of her eys ro ſpeak to 
God, deploring all night, and watering the Altars, 
not with blood of Victims, but that of her ſoul, 
which were her tears. We may fay,that as the waters 
which have pearls in them, run for the moſt part to - 

_ the South , ſo this holy woman being in Af-ich , a 445% 4e- 
Southern Region, became inthe abundance of her **7e*<* 
tears the true fountain of the South-, fit to bear a generan: 
great pearl,which aftervriard brought forth for chri- 2959: 


Tarenti- 


ſtendom many millions of pearls.Never had the An- gus rhito- 


zius in his life, All his minde was upon books, and 40 gel Raphaetſo much care of young Teby,' as this ce- ſophus. 


all his intentions aimed to the finding our of truth, 
that he might offer homage to her for all he had, 
and faiihtully ferve her all tus life, after he once had 
well know her Theſz: diſpoſitions gave a full paſ. 
{age co ſuch as were to treat with him. 

On the other part, attra&ion of motion, which 
commeth from good example, was to him very ad- 
vantag1Ous in the perſon of his good mother S. Mo- 
nica. \\nd i! certain people, as the Lycianr,took the 
n= 9c mothers, as of thoſe, whom the 


leſtal intelligence of her ſon, being perpetually in 
Centinel,and obſerving the viſttations of God's pro- 
vidence. Her Paralitick was ready at the Fiſh-pool, 
and expected nothing bur the ſtirring of the water. 

Bebold ſhe came from Africk to Afilan,through ſo 
many perils both of Sea and Land, fuch travels and 
— ro conclude herdeliverance.She found her 
ſon much already ſhaken by the ſhocks which the e- 
loquence of $. Ambroſe had given him, Soon the ho. 
ly woman knew it was this great Biſhop, whom God 


2/1: oſt contributed ro the produRion of man 50 Þad choſen to ſet a ſeal upon this work of the con- 


utro the world : A-g»ſtine had great cauſe to take 
the title of his adidey from S. Monica, who 
broughc him forth more profitably tor the life of 
grace, then that of nature, 

1 his woman verily was the pear! of women, whoſe 


. life had not great lightenings of extaſies, nor rap- 


tures , for all her virtues paſſed with little noiſe, like 
to great rivers that glide along with peacetul maje- 
ſty : bur all was there very inward, as in her who 


verſion of a man ſo important : and her fon rela. 
teth, that from that time ſhe eſteemed S. Ambroſe as 
a very Angel of Heaven (a). She was ſtill in the («)Þ«i5e- 
Church to behold him, ever ſhe hurg on his lips, as © 
ba . TY . virum jicut 
. the ſources which diſtil from the Paradiſe of God, yum 
Here is the attraction of heat, or rather the Sun ©* ? A 
that muſt on high exhale this cold vapour, after fo 5,” god 
much reſiſtance it had made againſt the ſpirit of 4c64:»r ad 


God. Angn#tixe himſelf very particularly decipher-7*7 *7%* 


ſalient;s in 


ever was hidden within the better part of her ſelf. $0 eth,how being at Mitaz,he ſaw the Biſhop Ambroſe, vitan ater-" 


Much hath ſhe done in affording a S. Ang»ſtize ro 
the Church , and whoſoever cannot diſcover the 
ſecret virtues of the Sun, let him content himſelf ro 


meaſure it by his rays. She pretended to confecrate | 


her Virginity ro Altars, God drew her to marri- 


age.to gain from her aDoCour for his Church. This 
Saint knew not as yet what ſhe did, when in her 
tender years by a laudable cuſtom ſhe roſe from her 


known through the whole habitable world(5)as one"; _ . 
of the beſt men upon the earth, who ceaſed not to 4" Sis 
adminiſter to his people the word of God, which (+) 1» c:ti- 
in it bare corn, oyl, and the wine of ſobriery. This 7. 
man of God, faith he,at my arrival embraced me;as 

a Tather would his Son, and ſhewed he was much 

pleaſed with my coming. to Afilax, obligins me 

with many charitable Offices, Behold the cauſe why 


bed in the deep (lence of night, to offer her prayers 79 I began to affe@ him very much, not ſo much yet as 


ro God. and when ſhe ſhortned her diet at each re. 
paſt,to divide the moiety of her life with the poor : 


a DoRour of truth ( for I expected it neither from 
him, nor any other Catholick ) but as a man who 


wiſhed 
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(c ) Serme- 


ny eral rue 


mus tamen 
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wiſhed me well. I continually was preſent at his 
ſermons: in the beginning for curiofity,to eſpy and 
ſound whether his eloquence were equal to his great 
reputation, 1 was very attentive to his words, little 
caring for the matter, and [ found he really had a 
ſtyle very learned and ſweet , but not thechearful- 
neſs and quaint attraQtions of Fauſtus,(c)though for 
ſubſtance of diſcourſe there was no compariſon , for 


dinors. *% rufus recounted Fables, and this man __- moſt 


bilareſcen- 
ti, 41que 
anulcent's 


quam Far» 


#i. 


wholſom doQrine, Behold the firſt apprehenfions x g Of ſpirit in S. Ambroſe , and, asit were , over-much 


that A»g#ſtine had touching the ability of $. Am. 
brofe. 1n the end, he continuing to hear him for de- 
light, truth entered through his ears, which were 
only opened to eloquence, and he found in the be- 
ginning, that our Religion h2d not thoſe abſurdi- 
tieswhich the 1faxichees obtruded, and were it not 
true, it might ar leaſt be profeſſed without impu. 
dence, which he could not hitherco be perſwaded 
unto, The Old Teſtament, which with che Aſani- 
chees he ſo much had rejeted, ſeemed to him to 256 
have a quite other face, after the learned interpre- 
tations of S. Ambroſe, The chymera's and fantaſies, 
which invironed his imagination, were diſſolved at 
the riſing of ſome petty rays from bim. Notwith- 
ſtanding it was yet neither day nor night in his ſoul, 
Errour was below, and Religion had nor yet rhe 
upper hand His ſpirit over-toiled with ſo many que- 
ftions by the wiles of Satan propznded toneutrali- 
ty, being neicher hot, nor cold, as it happened to 
thoſe, who forſake truth, through the deſpair they 39 
have how to know 1t. 


The eighth SEC T10N. 
Apitations of ſpirit in $, Auguſtine upon his 


Converſion, 


Ur God (till enflaming his chaſte deſires, he bent 
himſelf ro contider S. Ambroſe, whom he per- 
perually had for objet ; and ſeeing hov: this man 
was honoured by the chicf Potentares of the earth, 4 
and how he flouriſhed in ſuch glorious aCtions : all 
appeared comp'ear in ſuch a life, but that it went on 
withour a wite , he thinking at that time the want 
of a great burihen to bea main wiſery. He, as yet 
proceeded bur to the bark of S$: An broſe obſerving 
only what was exteriour, and not penetrating into 
thoſe great treaſures of lights, virtues , content- 
ments, and heavenly conſolations, ſtored up in the 
bottom 0i che conſcience of this holy Prelare, He 
had vehement deſires ro ſpeak to him ſomewhar 50 
more familiarly, to underſtand his opinion, to asKk 
queſtions at large, to diſcover his hearc all naked, 
and untold the miſeries of h s paſſed life : * And,be- 
*cauſe (ſaith he) I ſtood in need ofa man full of 
* great leaſure to receive the ebb and flow of 
© thoughts which were in my ſoul; now I found all 
* in Ambroſe, except time to hear me: not that he 
* was difficult of acceſs, for he was ever in his Hall 
© expoſed to the ſervice of the whole world , bur 
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* to diſcourſe upon his reading to all their preſent, 
* or whether it were, he did it to preſerve his voice, 
* eafily weakened with much exerciſe of ſpeech, or 
* for ome other cauſe.1 rhought time was very pre- 
* tious to him, and ſeeing him ſo ſerious, I ſuppoſed 
© it a kinde of impudency to interrupt him, Atiec ſo 
*long a ſilence { went away with the reſt, not ha- 
* ving opportunity to ſpeak to him. 

Verily.this diſcourſe ſheweth a marvellous repoſe 
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modeſty in $. Ag»ſtine : for it was a wonder, that 
he who ordinarily lived at Alas in the reputation 
of a great wit,and was already known by theB1iſhop 
to be ſuch, brake not the preſs at one tune or other, 
to gain ſome hours of audience in affairs of ſo great 
importance, I ſhould think, cither that he ui-d a 
forbearance too ſhame- faced and irreſolute,or chat 
S. Ambroſe would :not enter into Ciſputation with 


a young man as yet ſo well perſwaded of his own 
abilicies,betore he had ſuffered him to ripen, and to 
be throughly ſeaſoned by the reſentments of piety, 
However, it put the mind of S. Ang: ſt xc into great 
diſturbance. B:ho!d (ſaith he) almoſt eleven years, that 
I have ſough: the tru:h, and ('e Iam ariived at the thireenth 
year of my Agr, yet ſtill perplexed. To morrow inf l'ib'y it 
muſt diſſolve 3 ſtoy yet a litile 5 perhaps Fauſtus well comm ro 
Milan, and tell thee all. Bu: bow will be tel that, wh. ch be 
(hell never kniw ? Let us bold with the Acadimiths, and ſay 
all s uncertain, for every man maintaineth what he liſt. 1t #6 
the property of man ts im-gine, and the aature of God !o hiicw., 
Fut :che Academichs (b-boid gallant men) d - leave a ſviri in 
perpetual dotege. Le! ns rath'; ſet our fee! en ihe firps of Ca- 
tholjick Feligion, where we planted them {. om our tender Ages 
It is not ſo cloudy as the Manichees ſuppojez:, Anibrute hath 
al;eady much freed me from errouss : let us purſue the reſt, I, _. 
bu: Ambroſe bath aot {ca/ure for thie. Lit us cad + where _ 

| bances of 
ſhall we fide neceſſa.y bztks, and whe-e beve fit t'me ? Thy ig in S, 
Scholla-s buſy thee all the mornings ; take ct leaſt ſome bouts Auguſtine, 
aft noon to enjoy (by ſ If. But when ſball 1 admi* the nece«[- 
ſa'y viſits of Friends, that muſt b: enititarned > And 1 hen the 
prepara'zons for my Lefture: ? Andwhben myR citations ? Let 
all be loſt, ſo 1 may gain my ſelf. Thi Lfe, as thou ſ ef; Au- 
gultine, #5 moſt m ſerable, and death uaceitain. If it catch 
thee u10n 2 (ur\riſe, in what eſtate wilt thou leave tl iswor d ? 
And where doſt than th-:kh toleearn that, vhich le.c thunb-(t 
neel-fied> But haw if leath alſo ſhould conclude be fa- 
cuties and life of the /oul ? 1: 18 a mad..#(s to th uh oncly ont, 
ſince all the grcatae/s and chaice of Rel gion, wid m, and 
ſa.t:ty fizhts for the immor ali'y of the ſoul. 1 « 14-nid nerer 
ſo much empley the ſpirit of God in fo great adwant goes v8 be 
he ha h etven us, if we bad uo other bfe but the! of Flies a«d 
An's, Avguitine, thy evil is ſenſuality, If bra wilt t-4e 
G1d, (hou mit fo. [che thy (eif, and From this time fyrward bi4 
almg adue to worldly pleaſnie;, Thou art d etyed: nhim 
thou baſt felt them, hu wil: have ihe repentance, tc have done 
that tro (con, which tho oughteſt no: 10 do; a0” confi thou any 
morem he an hoaurable reirea” into the. world. I.-tuslive, 
we have good Friends; we miy inthe rnd bavw” an off 6,4 
if, Means, and a'l ſort of cen entments : there ae | 00 m1- 
ny miſerable exough through a: cr ſſity, that conſrat pot '0 it by 
any aft —_— To conclude, a wife and the truth of the 
Goſpel, ave yot thinss #:comvatible. 

Behold how this poor ſpirit turmoiked it ſelf in 
the retirement of his cogitarions, as bimſelt hach de- 
clared in his Confeſſions. He beheld the liie of Saint 
Ambroſe and his chaſtity with an eie yet bennmmed 


* my unhappineſs was to be Like the Paralitick of 69 and ſurcharged with terreſtrial humours , and it re- 


* the fiſh-pool,1/1]l our-gone by others more ſtrong 
© then my ſelf. What diligence ſoever I uſed,l found 
* Ambroſe inviron:d with a large troup of ſolici- 
© tous men, whoſe infirmities he comforted to my 
© excluſion: and if any little time remained for him, 
*1t was employed either in repaſt, which was ex- 
* ceeding ſhort, or at his book. The good Prelate 
* ftudied in his Hall in ſight of all the world, wherel 
* oft beheld him, and ſaw, that in reading, he only 


fl:&ed ſome rays upon him ; bur he found it ſo high 
rounted in the Throne of iis glory, that the fole 

aſpe& affrighted him : he meaſured continercy by 

his own forces , not by the grace of God. Behold, confer. 6. 
why he deſpaired of adingle life, and thought a wiſe * '- 44"; 
was a Chain, ſometime unhappy, bur ever neceſſa- ,;,,, rme- 
ry. He lived at that time with A/ipizs and Nebri- 
dius, ewo noble Afric ans, his intimaze frierds, who 
followed him, charmed with his docrine ard ſweet- 


Am Aans 


bam i!lam 


in ſede ſitds 


© ran over with his cie one page of a book, then-ru- yg neſs of his converſation ;- and from this time the 


© minated it in his heart, nor art all movins his lips, 
Cc . * 
' whether it were, that he would nor engage himſclf 


propoſed that life ro themſelves, which they after. 
ward led. He often put them upon the intention to 


Bb 2 eſtabliſh 
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eſtabliſh a good mannerof life, to paſs the reſt of 
their days inthe fludy ot wiſdom. A/ipirs, who was 
very chaſt, maint:incd, this could net be done inthe 
company of women, according to anantient ſaying 
of Cato,who affirmed, 1f allthe world were without 
a woman, it would not be exempt from the conver- 
ſation of gods.” Augsſtine,that was leſs chaſt then A- 
lipins,and much more eloquen:, prepared himſelf to 
diſpute this queſtion ſtrongly and firmlyagainſt him, 
ſo that it ſeemed ( ſaith he ) that the old Serpent 
ſpake by his mouth, ſo much he connected rogether 
reaſons and allegations to maintain his opinion. The 
good Alipius was much amazed to behold ſuch a 
great ſpirit ſo tied to fleſh, and as he attributed 
much to all his opinions, reſpeQing him as hisMaſter, 
it was a great chance he h:d not drawn bim into yo- 
lup:uouſveſs through a {imple curiolicy of experi. 
ence. This miſerable ſnare itaicd all bis good pur- 
poſes , and needs mult he break them, to put this 
great Soul into tull liberty. 


The ninth SECT10N, 
Three accidents which ſurtbered this Converſion 


T happened, either by the induſtry of holy Saint 
Menica, who failed not to obſerve opportunities 
for the ſalyation of her ſon, or by a ſecret inſpira» 
tion of God, that the woman,whom he had brought 
with him from Africh , and with whom. he had al- 


ways lived in fair correſpondence, preſerving to him 30 


inviolz ble faith, as if ſhe had been his lawful wite, 
reſolved to leave bum, {wing : That ſh: hid now ful- 
filed ihe meaſure of her fins. That it was tims to think upon 
a retreat; that (he ſh1ld die with this onely grief, not '0 
have tiais cnongh to wiſh the offences of her youth ſo unthvif* [« 
ly waſted. For the reſt, newer man (ould eoſſeſs ber aft x 
him, aid that all her loves ſhould be from th's time forward, 
for bim who made hor, onely (he rocommentded unto bim 2 Son 
which (be lef:, praying he would ſhew himſilf as a Father 
and Moiher unto bim, 


Argrſtine was much amazed at this ſpeech. It ſeem- 
ed his heart was pulled away trom him, to ſec him. 
ſelf ſeparated from a woman he ſo faichiully had 
loved:and on the other ſide he was full of contul'on, 
to behold that ſhe ſhewed him the way which he 
ſought, he not yet feeling himſelf {trong enough to 
follow her example. It was not in his power to ſtay 
her any longer, nor to approve what ſhe did. His 
ſpirit was penſive and divided , not knowing upon 
what to reſolve, After the departure of this woman, 
the mother, who as yet knew not the will of God , 
ſpeaks to him of marriage, and he caſt his eys upon a 
young Virgin of a very good houſe, which much 
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the duty we owe to the Prelates of the Church, 
Beſ.des theſe orniments of virtue ard {cierce,this 
holy man bad ſtrorg atira@ves in the fecility ot his 
converſation, ard iweetnels of entertainment : fo 
that a certain particular grace w:s ſeen to ſhine in 
his lace, which was the cauſe every one deſired to 
ſpeak to him for his converſation , nor was any one 
weary of his company. Argaſtive having met with 
this Simplicianuz, whom he called the Aſay of God, 


10 throughly openeth bis heart unto him, relating all 


the dilturbances of his life paſſed. Simp/icianm moit 
tenderly embraceth him , and ſhews the Port now 
much nearer then he imagined, For, as he mention. 


 irg, that among other readings he had peruſed the 
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books of Plato, tranſlated by Vittorizr a Senatour, 


and heretofore Profeſſour of Rhetorick in the City 
ot Rome : 1 like very W-Ml Haith this good old man) that you 
bave read the books of Plato, rather then the 1mpieties of oiber 
Philoſophers. 1 doubt not but you have obſcrved many paſſag;s 
in this good Authour, which make for our Religion ; but ſince 
you have read the Tranſlation of Viftorinus, and muth eſteem 
of it, wiy do you not imitate him in bis conver/on ? You muſt 
underſtand that 1 moſt familiarly knew him, when we wre at 
Rome: be was a wcy learned old man, baviig bis hairs 
grown white in the log ſtudy of all ſo:1s of Sciences, which be 
targht, manwed, and illuſtrated the ſpace of ſo many years, 
partly 'n declaring, pa'ily by wiitiug, There was not almo(t 
a Senatour in Rome, which achnowilcaged him net for his 
Maſter, and be ariived to ſuch a digree of reputation, that they 
ercfted a Statue tohim in conſideration of his great learning. 
11bo could tury bave hoped in the decrepitne(s whereunto he was 
comes t0 ſee him bora again among the little Child-en of the 
Church 2 Notwithſtanding, to jhew you the force of Gods ſpi- 
rit, after the reading of aimoſt all the books ia the world, he 
ſet himſelf in the end of bis Agr, to peinje the Bible and 0- 
ther Writings of Chriſti«ns, where be found himſelf ſurpriged at 
unaw ures, ſaying afterward to me : Simplicianus, know I am 
aCb iſtian. I thinki,g be meant to (coff me : 1 w.ll not, ſaid 
I, b licue any thing, 111l I ſee you at Church. And imagine 
you (replied hr) the walls of a Church make a Chriſtian ? He 
ſpake this, much fearing to offend the C:dais of Libanus, 
which were his parents, eminent in qualitie, though Infidels : 
b»t he aftc-99.17d was well reſolved never to bluſh more for the 
Goſpel. Let u8 go (faith he) rothe Church, Iam « Chriſtian, 
1 was at this word {0 trauſported w.th joy, I conld no longer 
cont 'in my ſelf. 11cd him to the Chu:ch, and cauſcd bim to be 
inſtr«Fted in the Articles of our Faith, and commanded a name 
to be given him among ibaſe that required boly Baptiſm. when 
he came to make his profeſſion of faith, ſome one, thinkivg to 
pleaſe him, would have bim pronounce tn ſecret, Np ( ſaith 
the good old man) in publick : 1t 3s no longer fit tobe aſhamed 
of ſo elorious an aftion. As ſoonas be was mounted into ax 
eminent place to pronounce the Articles of bis belief, all the 
world which knew him, began to crie Viſtorinus, Vidtorinus, 
The admiration was ſogreat, the contentment ſo univerſal, 
the joy ſo ſenſible, that it ſcemedeve:y one would ſnatch him 


o from thence, to ſet bim in bis heart. 


Ob God ! byw you honour thoſe that faith{ully ſerve you? Be* 
hold him now, who ta(tcad of tying himſelf to thoſe dying Palms 


Part 2 


of Rhetorick, is faſtened to the tree of life, which never periſh- 
eh. and is eteraixtd with a glorious memory in the eſtimation 
of Ch:iſtendom. ho would not think bimſel{ moſt happie, by 
following his example to pariicipate in hs Crowns ? For mine 
own part, I will truly confeſs unto you (dear ſon) that at ſuch 
time as Julian the Apeſtata forbade «ll the Chriſtians to uſe 
humane learning, I'was as much add;ftcd to it as any man of 
mine Age, beiag then #2 the flewer of youth very curious ; 
but ſeeing m:tter of faith was in queſtion, I moſt ſreely forſooke 
GO thoſe Syzens, to arrive at the haven of ſalvation, where 1 Confef. 1. 


pleated him;avho, though ſhe were two years youn- 
ger then the lawtul age of mriegrecrmingd, he 
reſolved to ſtay for her : burt-in the mean ſpace he 
found out new loves, taking another unlawful wo. 
man in the place of her whom he had forſaken, 
Yet for all that, ke deſiſted not from the enquiry 
of truth, feeling none of all thoſe engagements more 
then that of love,which made the ſharpeſt refiſtance 
againſt him ; and ſeeing he cou!d not accoſt $S. Am- 


"" — ſpeedily bope 80 enjoy your company. , For ſo excellent a na- 3+ © 5+ Non 
broſe in his great multiplicity of affairs,wich that fa- yrs as yaurs, #5 0: made to be loſt. It w:re over-mnch to re ynwPe 
cility he wiſhed, be made his addreſs to Simplicianus, (62 the inſpirations of Gad ; your age azd faſhion require you Jitcm ders. 

Holy Sim» Prieſt of the Church of Afi/an. He was one of the +18 !oy arms aſide. | tate con 
pics. moſt venerable men that was theninE«rope,endows- This diſcourſe quickened with love, reafon, wif- ©: 


[ani 


dom, and examples ſo ſenſible, penetrated far into et loa 

the heart of S. Az:7xfine,cauſing him to ſpeak theſe ages. 
. . , . n 0GE » 

words , whichhe did afterwards conch in his Con- 7." 


ecce 39 do * 


ed with infinite piety, and excellent literature. For 
this conſideration he was delegated by his holineſs 


to ſerveas a ſpiritual Father to S. Ambroſe. Other- v | 
feſltons ; © I knew not what to anſwer, convirced [cd mods & | 


wiſe he was ſo humble and modeſt , thar to give his 
Biſhop the upper. hard, he yery often counterfeired *& by varieties fo palpable , but in dull ard drowſie 9 mn 
ignorance in queſtions which he right well knew, 70 © words, ſaying always, This ſhall ſoon, very ſoon mdwn. & 
conſulting with $. Ambroſe as an Oracle, becauſe of * be, yet had this ſoon no meaſure in it, nor did #reporis- 


bis dignity, and giving a perfe& example to all, of * this delay I deſired, finde any end. —— 


gum ilat, 


God 


2, The 


HOLY 

God recharged ag1in, and laid a freſh battery up- 
on Auguſtin: by the mouth of a ſecular man, A cer- 
tain Gentleman of Africa, called Poxtianns, who 
fotlowing the Emperour's Court, came to viſit him 
in his lodging, found by chance on the table, the E. 
piſtles of Saint Par/. Th:s being a man muci given 
ro devotion, and who knew Arguſtine to have a 
wandering wit in the curiolity ot prophane books, 
ſmiled to fee him now ſeeking out his entertain- 
ment with an Apoſtle. Ang »ſtine replied, there was 
no cauſe of wonder,for it was now become his prin- 
cipal exerciſe, The Gentleman ſeeing him in this 
good humour , ſets before him divers diſcourſes of 
piery , and among others , ſome narrations of the 
life of S, Anthony, Wherewith Auguſtine and his 
companion Alipins were raviſhed, having never be- 

fore heard this great Saint ſpoken of: ſo little curi- 
ous were they to know that, which could not be 0- 
mitted but by ſuch as were willing to be perpetually 
ignorant of themſelves, The other proceeding in his 
diſcourſe , repreſented to them the companies of 
Religious then in great account ,efteemed by all the 
world as the Paps of the Bride, repleniſhed with ce- 
leſtial odours, which ſtreamed even as far as tlfe de- 
ſerts, with immortal ſources of their milk , and ad- 
ded, that they'had a Monaſtery in the ſuburbs of 
Milan, ereted by Saint Ambroſe , wherein were 
many great examples of virtue, They heard this 
man with ſome ſmall ſhame to be ignorant of fo 
large a Treaſure, even at their gate, whifeſt they 
rurned over the writings of many wits which lived 
in flames, tormented where they are, and applaud- 
ed where they are not. This good man ſeeing they 
reliſhed this excellent diſcourte, following the point, 
ſaid : 3/iaz one dry at Trier, w.th three Gentlemen, my com- 
panions, as the Emperonr after dinner beheld the Turneys, and 
race of hovſcs with all his Court, it came into our heads to go 
take the Ayr ia certaza Gardens near the City. Two of the 
four of 1s walking along, arrived by chance at 4 little Cel, 
where they found Hermits, and a book of the life of $1int An- 
thony. One takes it up, reads, and admireth it, and in vead- 
#ng is /o mvved, that be deteriaiaed 12 bus heart to change h's 
conrſe of lif', And briag a» longer able to contain himſelf ( (0 
vepleniſh:d was þ: with the !ove of God, and conf ſion of bis 
ow# infirmities) be tura'd t1 b's companion, and ſaid : and 
what (1 pray) dowe [eek wi. h all our travels ? Whether tend 
all our ambitions ? Why bear w? thi(e arms ? What pretend w? 
with ſo much tcy! ? To gia the favour of a man, which is 
more lizht thea the wind, mare frail then glaſs, more thin 
then [moak ? O't alaſs ' Bywhat perils baſtea w2 10a greater 
dangers ? By what ſteps mount wt uptoa promoutory of Ice, 
where our foot is ever 902 the precipice ? Brbold, I may from 
beace forward be the fricndof Gad, if 1 will. He perſiſted to 
read this book, all on fire, and became big with a new life, 
which he broxght forth, then agaia be cried out as amana zap! 
with -u extaſie: It isdme; Ihave broken my bands, from 
this flip, from this bour, inthis place I am veſolv'd to ſerve 
God. Go (my dear friend) if you will nt imitate me, at the 
leaſt oppoſe not my reſolution. Th: other replicth s I am whilly 
yours; God furbid 1 forſake you in fo fair a way, by fruſtrating 
my ſelf of ſo hinanrable awrifare, and Jo rich a reward, 'Be- 
bold th:m from gallants ia mn taunt breome Hermits; I and 
my aſſoc ate enquired for them in (hz mean ſpare on every ſide, 
ead about evening found our (elnes in the ſame Cell, condemn. 
ing them that they muſt be ſought far, and ſaying it was now 
time to ead our walk with the day-light,* axd return to the 
City. Thry ſerioufly male anſwer 5 They bad found their 
toaginr, we might do well to go whither we pleaſed, but they 
were throughly determined never to depart from thence. 

I thouzht in the beginning it was a eonnterſert merryment, 
but better ſounding it, upon velation what bad paſſed, 1 in ef- 
feft ſaw they were mon wholly changed. We were aſhimed'a 
leaveth i», and as yet felt aur ſelves mich unable to follow. 
Iz conclufion, we parted with many tears, we dregging our 
bearts in the duſt, th'y by ſupereminence liſting the better part 
of themſelves to Heaven. We went to bear this news un'o 
two Ladics, their brtrothed wives, who, enkindled with the 
ſame ſvirit, afforded a free conſent thereuato, voawing their vir- 


9iuityto God, at the time when their mariiage was alma! on 7 


the point of cdnſummation 


COUOUME, 


1 he Prelate. 
The tenth SECTION. 
T he admirable conteſt of S. Auguſtine, 

\ / Hile Pontianss related this, Saint Argyſtive 
| was enchained to his diſconrle, and ajready 
felt laſhes of lightening and bartels in the botrom 
of his conſcience, which hc had much ado to difſem- 
ble. It ſeemed that God rook him as a Fugi:ive,wha 
was hidden behind him, to ſet him in full view be- 
fore himſelf, He faw himſelf ( faich be ) in chis dif- 


10 courſe as in a mirrour, foul, crooked, dishgured,and 


repleat with blemiſhes and ulcers. Worn he made 
compariſon between his own unworthinefs, ard the 
life of thoſe brave Champions, a holy horrour 6. 
his vices ſo ſurprized him, that he ſeemed deſirous 
to be diſ-engaged, and to fly from himſelt. And in 
this confli&t he was f1i1l much confounded betore his 
own eys. The reſolution of theſe two Gentlemen 
unveiled his memory, embroiled from his youngelt 
years, when he remembcred he had great inclinati. 


20 ons to ſerve God in the ſtate of continency, and to 


have begged it of him,whois the Authour thereof, 
but with ſo much weakneſs, that he teared that God 
would not then take him at his word. He much won. 
dered how theſe men in one afternoon could reſolve 
on an affair of ſo great importance, and that hejn 
the ſpace of twelve years ſtuck faſt in the ſnare. In 

the end, he could contain himſelf no longer , bn: 

brake the air with a deep ſigh, ſaying to his faithful 
Alipins , © What is this? What have we heard > 


30 © Theſeſimple men are raiſed, and win Heaven by a 


© brave wartfare,wlyle we with our knowledge wal- 
* low in fleſh &blood. No we bluſh to wait on them? 
Nay,rather let us be aſhamed not to tollovr them. 
He ſpake this very ſuddenly in great agitation of 
ſpirit, which appeared in his forehead, in his cys,vi 
*ſage,colour,and voice. A/ipins very ſad, beheld him, 
judging there was ſome tranſpoxtation in this aR. 
From thence he ſtole into a Garden(which was very 
near the chamber where they diſcourſed ) as a man 


40 diſtemper'd, knowing well what he had been, and 


not as yet underſtanding what God would do with 
him, at the leaſt, he had an intention to give free 
liberty to ſighs, which he could withhold no longer. 
Alipias thinking there ſhould be nothing concealed 
from him, ſtep by Rep follows him, and bothin pri- 
vate began a good work, Angſtine ſaid in this re- 
tirements My God, what hinders me that I break not my 
chains to day, to put my ſelf into the liberty of thy children 2 
hat movſtcr isthis ? Behold my will commandeth my ee to 
be opentd, my hand to work, my foot to walk, tha is done with- 


FO out reſiſtance: now this ſame will commandeth it {elf to ſ1r- 


ſake awicked prdale, and ſet it ſilf ia the path of virtue ;, wh; 
ſo much reſiſtance ? Doubtleſs it will and it will n0!, otherwiſe 
it would be ovcyed. 1 am yet faſtened to the earth by ſome great 
r00t, and today 1 muſt cut it off See jou nnt Auguſtine, two 
meſſengers from Gad, to wit, [name and ſerv, armed with whips. 
wh'ch are by thy ſides to wyne thee from the way of thy cuſtoma- 
rie pleAſures ? Turn thy face boldly, cut off {rom bencefo'th aY 
the knots, which have buberto entang/ed thy (ive-ty. It 
done, b.ha'd me free, 1 deceive my ſelf; 1am nox as yet 
where I think. This let us do zt now without further promiſe. 


G0 hat is that ? 1 feel, what 1 do, and do not; notwithſtanding 


I believe what #u 200d, and recry{ not; 1 draw near, I mount 
up; the cauſe why I ſtay i but to take breath. In the end, by 
pure force brho'd I am there; Itouch, and almoſt reach the 
good ſooft deſired. Out alas ! I ſay. almoſt Far in efftef 1 
touch not, nor as yet bold anything. Maſt 1 ſo mc doubt to 
die te death, and live for life eternal d 

As Ias {faith be) upon theſereſolutions, acar avproarhing 
my haypine(s, if 1did ſee behind me the 1mag” of that I1eft in 
{orſaking the world, I might (ee abyſſes and horrours, which 
ca-geal:d my heart, and yet notwithſtanding 1 ftood fair, at 
p occeding nor retii4ng, as a body hang'd in the Afr. 

Behold in an inſtant all the ſenſual pleaſures of my you!" 
which I bad ſo cheriſhed, were preſented to my imat in at i- 
0, as Nimpbs aud Syrens, They ſeemed to pull ms by the 


2 Gz-ment , and ſay: Auguſtine, what ? Hill you for- 


ſak: us after we ſo ſweetly bave trained up your Youth 7 
"herein have we diſobliged you, but in (uffering you to enjoy 
Contenta 


þ 


An a{cmit» 
table 
comnbate 


193 


Plal. 23 gropheſie of David accompliſhed : 


Vou Dorn 


wi Faper 4- 


guas, Dews, IOY$, and on the griat waters, ſince it fo:ceth tears 10 iſſue ont * 
in 1buad ince. B-hold the wice of God, wh ch cometh with 
1 flirang 1114, finceit over-beareth all yeſſtance. Bihold the 
vice of God, wh'th comtth mith magaificrace, fince it ope- 
1 ateth ſo gl 12018 a ranver fron. Behold theugice of God which 56 
brrak th the Ceda 8 if Lihanns, ſnce zt overth, oweth all the 
pride of the world, Behold ihe voice of God, which divides the 


m:ijeftatis 
$1 toner? * 


vou £orun 
ſuper ann 


Wilt as, 


WEHOLY-COURT 


contentments which tht law of Nature permitteth ? You now 
become very hardie in this tranſportation of your thorg/!ts. It 
is a Fever which poſſeſſeth yo'1, it w.ll paſs away, and you wall 
be much aſh :med to have n9 longer made nſec of 8. Yon baſten 
to go awry, which ſhall coſt you dear, if you take not heed. 
when you have done, you will be aſhamed io return (hu way back 
azain, and for fear to be thought a fool, you wil' live miſerably 
all the rſt of your days. hat ? Can you live meihout us ? 
You are not {0 ignorant of that, which God hatb created for 
you, You have aff:fion ſor beauty, and will have as long as 
you live. To love, and not enjoy, is to looſe your wits. What ? 
This moment of time berc being eaded, arc we yours no longer ? 


The Prelate, 


Part 2, 
flames ſince it (cattertth the fires of coneupiſcence. Brhald the 


voice of God, which ſhaketh the Deſert, fiice #t removerh from 


the bottom to the top the ſicrlities ef this deiſo/aie ſoul, Be- 
hold the voice of God, wh.ch pripareth the Hind for ber deliue- 
rauce, ſince it removes all the obſlaclis. 


He was near his Alipins, who expeRed the iſſue 
of theſe agitations of mind, and ſuddenly behoid 
he felt in his heart a tempeſt raiſed, which in it con» 
tained fire and water, and ſeeing the cloud began 
now to be divided with che ardent {.ghs and toun- 


Irhat ? Shall nejther this nor that be permitted us for ever ? 1 ting of tears, which he poured forth, he lefc Alipi- 


Is it enoveh when oue ſaith for ever? What bell is there ia the 
war! ”, if it be aot to be deprived for ever, of what we moſt 
aff ? ; : 
Theſe blamele(s Syrens altered not their diſcourſe ; for ſit 
they batted me with ſuch like words; but found I had 
chazged mine ears. Behold tbe cauſe, why as I thin ſhewed 
my ſclf vey reſolute, they much leſſcaed their boldneſs. Thelr 
ſpeech was 10 longer « command, but arequeſt : ana when 1 
turned my face from b:b1ldivg th m, it ſeemed their voice w1s 
loſt in the Air, like a languiſhing eccho,to which proximity af- 
ſo deth no move reverberation. The move 1 fortified my ſelf 


with reaſons, the more they deſiſted. A'l they could do was but 2 


ro ſi ak ſome ſl'ot words (of ily ia mine ear, or by ſtcalth pull 
me by the Cloak, '0 canſe me io turn my f.acc once again iowards 
them: but 1 (tno4 firm as a Rock, beboldiag tbe beauty 
and ſweetneſs of the life ito which 1 felt- my [lf called by 
God. 

It ſeemed 1:0 me, that I ſaw before mine tys faire Chaſl'ry, 
the mathe? of by'y loves, enrompaſſed with a large tronp of Vir- 
e74s and Chelte ones a! whit with innocency, and reſplendent 
with licht of eln y. She ſmiled ipon me, with a brow more 
brightſom.then the clea ct $1: mmers-day,and iretcht ig ont ber 
arm full l:1ea with Palms Came eontidently (fanth the) why 


do you any further dijrute with your thaughts ? Forſake thoſe ZO 


Syrens, hey too mth hate abuſed the flower of your ag*. 1 
will ac1:2int you with their decerts, their vanities, and in- 
famics, :f the cx"tri ace of a doxen years bave not teught you 
move then 1 am ab'e to diſcover. What elle have you done the 
ſp.ce of [0 many yours, but till a barien Field, which promiſed 
[ruits, and rave you Thorns and ill ſawours, ſp:ickled with 
ſome {li hr b'oſoms ? As for their words, wire they nat ſul of 
pro” #(:8, their promi( s of ooths, and thtir 04ths8 of per juries ? 
that iVuſioas and ſaatoſics hrue vou experienced ? And if 
you have -# ſome ſ0:t enjoyed them, hath i: not been worſe then 
your own 1e{i e8, [omach was it mivgled wr h gall, ond at- 


1 ſ » N 
teaded by remorſe, which macie yau bear Gibb<ts aid Tortures 40 neighbour-place by ſome ordinary mears. 


with your Pleaſure ? Muſt you pu-ch1/e 4 Hell with ſo many 
mi'chicfs, which ſeem th wide ojen to receive the deſ erate ? 
irhere think you ro fade pl nſure out of God, f om whom al 
pl-aſures are ? I am not hideous nor bas ea, as your thrughts, 
O Auguſtine, do ſeure me? 1 am the mathe: of boly delighes, 
er fruitful ty the viſt ations of God. My joys are Gardens, 
which aever wither, ſince th'y vr vpetually are watered with 
immortal graces. AE thoſe children, thoſe maids, (hoſe men 
and women, B:ha'd of all ag's, and all conditions : A:k them, 
if they eve! found any bitterneſs in my converſation. You thr- 
mil your (elf upon the f- ailti's of fl:ſh ; bow ſimple ae you ? 
why £2420! you do whit ſuch and ſuch bave d»ne, who have 
waxed ol1 wi Pirgini 1? Thiakyon th y have other fl (þ, blood, 
and other qualties then you ? You equal them 11 all, except 
in a ſtrong reſo/ution to be a ſlave nolonger. Imagia' you that 
all this they do, is by their in pow? God gius themthe 
wilt, God grants the powrs, God affords them the accomnliſh- 
met. Child of diffidence! wy do you flill hand t your infirmi- 
ittrs ? Cleave to God, as doth the Toile to the wall, and fear not 
that evy he will b21eave you of his ſupport, if you tohim re- 
main f:ith{ul. 


He entertained his minde with ſuch cogitations, 


ſtant drew al! his miſery, as ſrom an abyſs, to repre- 
ſent it before his eys. Then was it, when the ſecret 
attraction, which conſiſteth in the particular touch 
of the Holy Gho!?,did manite(tly appear.Behold the 


| B hold ih» God of 
Majeſtte who thundereth. Behold the voice of God on the wa- 


ns the Secretary of all his thougts, to engult himſelf 
furcher into retirement, and give free rains to his 
paſſion, He threw himſelf under a Fig-tree, which 
TIhdorns of Peluſiam holds to have been the tree of 


. the firſt happineſs of the world, fo, as if to wipe a- 


way this ttain, it had then been the beginning of 
his happineſs. There he mode rivers run fron his 
eys, which were waſted with his heart in a nvbic fr. 
crifice of love, and ſeemed willing to waſh the Vi- 


© &im wich che waters of Libanus, before they were 


burnt in the fire of F1ox. 


Thereupon he cried out with redoubled ſ'ghs : 
"* My God, how long? My God, how log? No 
** longer remember the {.gns of my fooliſh yourh, 
** but treat with me according to the greatneſs of 
*thy mercies. Shall we yet fay, to morrow, to 
©* morrow? And why not co day ? And wheretore 
©151t not time to give end to alite ſo exorbitant ? 
*©l am troublefom to my ſelf, nor can] any longer 
© erdure my ſelf, Muſt I ever be to Heaven an 
$© object of yengeance, ard to Farth an urprotitable 
*- burthen? My God, how lorg? My Ged, how 
** long ? Speaking this with an aburdarce ot brin- 
iſh tears, he heard a voice ſweet and harmonious, 
which ſaid theſe words as it were ſinging: Take 
and read, often repeating them. Admirarion {top= 
ed the floud of tears, and he began to examine in 
himſelt, whether ſuch a voice could come from any 
All 
which well weighed, be found it could rot be hu- 
mane, bur that God by this voice infirv&ted him 
whar he was todo. He went from this place thi- 
ther where he left $. Paxls Fpiſtles with his friend 
A'ipis, imaginirg, that as S. Azthony had been 
converted by the reading of one word in the Go- 
pel, on which he caſually happened, God might 
likewiſe work ſomewhar in his foul by the words of 
his Apoſtle. He openeih the book with a holy hor- 


g Tour, and the firſt ſentence he encountered, was that 


which ſaid : **It was time to live no longer in good 

© cheer, feaſts, and the drunkenneſs of che world. yoni. 
*© Fhat it was time to live no longer in unchaſt meſa 
© beds, quarrels, vanities. and emulacions, bur that 7 © ©” 
*© we mult be cloached with 7eſzs Chriſt, as with a nm m cubi- 
* robe of glory, no more obeying the fleſh, nor #4 & 
the concupiſcence of the hearr, Eg 

There was no need to read any further, 


Behold tent1one + 
609. ge hn wy. of God, which did direRly [4 ,nduim- 


amulatione, 


* andit ſeemed unto him this confideration at that in- go beat upon bis hearr, and opened to bima delicious » L-mnk 


ſerenity. Behold him throughly reſolved, He Jum 
ſheweth this paſſage to his fauhful Alipizs, as the & carni 
deciſive ſenterce of a long proceſs, which he had rMovdens 
with ſenſuality. And Alipixs caſting his eys upon ;, _ 
the ſubſequent words, found : (4) Receive him who ſcentiis ve« 
ts weak in faith. Behold me(faid he) If you deter- {,)\n; 
mine to forſake the world,rake me for your compa- 14. tfrms 
nien.They roſe and went both to the good S. Aoni- 1 fd rect 
ca: Muher (ſath Anguſtine) you ſhall nit need to n 
take the pains to finds me out a wife,”  Beheld me 4 
CaiFolick, and which is more, reſolved to leave the 

world, to live in Centinency. The reſolution is 


made, 
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wade and conclud:d with God, there is uo means at all 
zo retire, Had not God withheld the foul of this 
holy widow of Naim, it was already _ her lips 
to fly out for joy, beholding this dead fon, this ſon 
of ſo many tears, to come unexpectedly out of his 
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ſuch ſparkling wits are not for any long continu- 

ance upon earth , ſor he died ſome years atter his 
return into Africh , leavinga repoſe in the father, \ 
who already apprehended the courſe of this youth : 

and although he grieved to ſee him raken away in jugenines 


the flower of his age , yet on the other ſide he was nm# me 


Tomb, and preſent himſelf before her eys with a | | ner 110C _—_ 
ſplenduur of encomparable light, She made Bon- much comforted in the innocency of his life, and, 7.4 


fires of joy in her heart, and triumphed with celeſti- hope of his immortality, knowing it was the will of vaate. 

al alacricy, blefting God, whe had ttreiched out the theGardener who had gathered che fruit according 

power ot his arm on thisconverlion, and who by 10 to his good pleaſure, to lay it up in tore, After this 

the bounty of a true father, had ſurmounted the Baprtiſm,there were noting but hymns, ſongs, lights 

vows of an afflicted mother. ot eternal yeritics, thankſgiving, and tears of joy. 
Anguſtine in the mean while thought ſweetly to This done, he muſt takethe way of Africa, and 79% nh 

Worm, 7.4 retreat from the RhetorickLeRures wher- they were now arrived to the Por: of Ofza, expect- nia. 

in he was engaged. There yet remained but twenty 1g the opportunity of Navigation, when the holy 

days to the time of yacation,which had the continu- 
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ance of rwenty years,to a man,who then entertain- 
ed far other affe&ions : notwithſtanding , through 
great wiſdom & modeſty, he would not break with 


and venerable mother Aſoxica, of fifty fix years of 
age, and worn with many labours, rendered to Na- 
ture her tribute, and Soul to its Creatour. 

This admirable woman reſembleth the Ark inthe 


exteriour pomp,by publiſhing a change of life in the 20 deluge, which after it had born the whole world in 


City of Milan, bur ſuffered the time to ſteal away 
with lictle noiſe. When the term expired, he quietly 
diſcharged himſelt chereof, and likewiſe freed him- 
{elf from the importunity of tathers,who paſlionat- 
ly ſought him to be Tucour to their children for his 
great capacity, he alleging tor his excuſe, that the 
exerciſe of the Schole had brought a difficulty of 
breathing, and an indiſpolition of the breaſt upon 
bim, which threatened him with a Pryfick, if he de- 


the bowels thereof, amongſt ſo many ſtorms and fa- 
tal convulſions of univerſal Nature, repoſed on the 
Mountains of Armenia. So S. Aonica, when ſhe ſo 
long time had carried in her entrailsand hearr a ſpi- 
rit as great as this Univerſe, among fo many tears 
and dolours, fo ſoon as ſhe was delivered of this 
paintul burthen, went to take her reſt on the Moun- 
cains of Siox. A little before her death , beholdins 
Heaven from a high window, which opened on a 


fiſt nor, his was very true, butyer not the prin- 30 Garden, ſhe ſeemed there already to mark out her 


cipal point of his reſolution. Behold how this grear 
man avoided the eccaſions of oftentation,and the di. 
vers interpretations he might make to himſelf for a 
glols of actions : and, although God (as he ſaid) had 
pur into his heart flaming Darts, and Juniper-coals 
againſt ſlanderous tongues, he choſe rather to take 
away occaſion of calumny, then to ſee himſelf pur 
upon the neceiliry of detending himſelf ; very far 
different therein from the nature of thoſe , who 
make great flouriſhes, to end them in nothing, 
Atter te was diſcharged from his profefiton © 
Rhetorick, he retired himfclf into the Grange of 
Verecundus where he (taicd a long time,as yet a Ca- 


 rachumen, leading a moſt Angelical life, ſpent whol- 


ly in prayer, and the {tudy of holy Letters. From 
thence he wrote toS. Ambroſe of the errours of his 
paſſed lite, and the eſtate wherein he preſently was 
by the grace of God, as alſo of the aid he had con» 
eributed to his converſion , demanding beſides what 
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lodging, ſo much ſhe witneſſed reſentment and ex- 
tafie towards her ſon Aguſtine , who at that time 
made this admirable Coloquy with her, couched by 
him afterwardin his Conteffions. The concluſion 
was, that the ſaid unto him , © My Son, 1 have now 
* no more obligations to the world, you have diſ- 
* charged all the promiſes of Heaven to me, and I 
* have conſurmared all the hopes I might have on 
* Earth, ſeeing you a Catholick, and which 1s more, 
* reſolved to perteRtion of the life you have embra- 
* ced. When it ſhall pleaſe God to call me, I am like 
* fruit ripe, and falling, that holdeth on nothing. 
Soon after ſhe betook her to her bed, being ſur- 
prized with a Feaver, which ſhe preſencly felt ro be 
the meſſenger of her laſt hour. Behold the cauſe 
why ſhe being fortified with arms and affiſtances 
neceſlary for this combarte, took leave of Augnſtine 
and his brother there preſent, affeRionarely en- 
treating them to remember her foul at the Alrar, 


book he ſhould read, the better to prepare himſelf 50 only meditating on Heaven, and negleRting the 


for the grace of Baptiſm. S. Ambroſe certified him 
of the contentment he rook in this ſo particular viſi- 
tation of God, and adviſed him to read the Propher 
Iſaiah: bur he ſeeing he could not yet underſtand 
ir, did defer ir till another time, wherein he might 
de betcer praiſed in holy Scriptures. 

inthe end, the day fo many times deſired being 


chought of the land of Africa,which ſhe had ſeemed 
at Other times to Celire for theSepulchre of her body. 

And, as her Son ſaid unto her: Aadam , My 
mother, we as yer are not there, we hope to cloſt e Jour 
eys in our own Country, and bury you in the Tomb of 


your husband. Thus holy woman ſeeing this man 


would {till tie her ro the prefent life, and divert her 


3. .42*/ come, wherein he was to be born anew by Baptiſm, from cogication of death , which to her was moſt 

vapized - beins in the thirty fourth year of hi as Car- fweet, beheld him with a fevere ee, and then turn. 

S. Avgu- 18 being 1n the thirty tourth year of tis age(as Tar | » DEE A 

Fine, dinal Baronizs accounteth it) he went from the 601N her ſelfrowards her ſon Auguſt ine, Hearker 
Grange of Verecxndus to the City of Ailan,where (faith ſhe) what he ſaith , as if we, abſent from Afri. 
he was chriſtened by the hand of S. Ambreſe,and had Ca, muſt needs be further from God. She often caſt her 
for companion of his Baptiſm, bis fairhful friend 4- dying eys towards this Son, who was her pr etious 
lipizs,and bis only fon Ade-datas,ar that time about conqueſt, and who in her ſickneſs ſerved her with 
fifteen years of age : ſo prodigiousa wit, that his molt parccular affiſtances, affirming that Aug»fine 
farher could not think upon it without aſtoniſh- . had ever been a good ſon towards her, and though 

Horrori mi- ment. I had nothing therein ( ſaith be ) my God, but he had coſt her many ſorrows, he never had forgot- 

as fn ; the reſt is from you, who ſo well kyoWv how to re= ten the reſpe&t due to a Mother. 


form oz deformitics.But all was there admirable, for 


Verily there was a great ſympathy between the 


at the ape between fifteen and (ixteen years, he al. 70 foul of ſuch a mother, and ſuch a ſon, which was in- 


ready ſurpaſſed many great and learned men. He 
alſo verified che faying of Sages, affirming , theſe 


finitely augmented after this happy converſion, and 
therefore we muſt give to Nature that which be- 
longs 
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C20 ; 
be was burnt alive by his enemics in a Shepherds 


longs to it, The childe Adeodatus, ſeeing his Grand- 


(9-447: mother inthe lalt agony, as poſſeſling the affeFions Cottage, whereunto he was retired : ſo rendering 
mm Of his father,chrew our piritul out-cries,in which he up his toul in the blood and flames wherewith he 
—_ could not be pacihed, AndS. Anguſtine,yho endea- 

s I-h 


* youred to comfort them all upon ſo happy a death, 


had filled the & hurch of God. 
The ormdon of this wicked brother, cauſed 


#+ce!/cer withheld his tears for atime by violence, but needs much diſorder in the affairs of Chriſtendom , and 
p« die» muſt be in the end give paſſage to plaints ſo reaſon- often ſlackened the good reſolutions of Valentixian, 


by coldneſs and tollerations, which were rather e- 
ſteemed the feaver of times, then men. 
S. Ambroſe entered into charge, as is moſt pro« 


able. The Saint died as a Phenix among Palms, and 
they having rendered the laſt dutiesto her, purſued 


*C1Crr 15T 


patrem, 1n 
(lifts em 


fi >es the way begun diretly for Africk, 8 | 
| SatLae La - the converſion of S. Augnftine pal- bably thought , abour theend ot the reign of this 
'ſe-*3* ſed, and though many co-operated therein, yet next Falentinian , and had not much occalion to inter- 
£121 unto God, S. Ambroſe hath ever been reputed the _ with him , yet from ws entrance ſhewe(h 
aca principal Agent . and for that cauſe his great Diſci- IC would become a Lion, For celng in the State 
x-::nc-4:5 ple fad of him : (6) © Ambroſe is the excellent ſtew- fome prattiſes in Magiſtrates, which turned to the 
«7» aceezi. * ard of the great father of the family, whom 1 reve- Prejudice of the Church, he with much freedom and 
(004% © rence as my true father, for he hath begotten me generoſity complained to the Emperour : and 
Vi. ol rees. * in 7:(#5 Chriſt, by the virtue of the Goſpel , and though this Prince was one of the moſt abſolute 
 £914* + God hath been pleaſed to make uſe of his ſervice who had ſwayed the Sceptre, he was no whit offend- | 
-utinas. © ro regenerate me by Baptiſm,. Whileſt ſtars and 20 cd, but anſwered to S. Ambroſe : © It is a long time Tr. lib, 
e gh elements ſhall continue, it will be an immortal glo- . . | have foreſeen your nature, and the liberty _—_— 
-7/ ry to the Biſhop Ambroſe, to have given the _ would uſe whena Mitre was ſet on your head. Yet 
w ChurchaS. A»g»ſtine, of whom Yoluſianus ſpake C— may | never oppoſe your election, 
drot < l . c . . R 
.atey One word worth a _ ) __—_ is a = n won. ris. pie uno Aag y_ which 
« * man capable ofall che glory of che world. There is |, Fong wa P, autnority, 
ne much difference between him and other Biſhops. . pu = my _— p the deſire mp to be- 
1z42i- * Theignorance of ohe Church-man alone, prejudi- _ rs out man RI arge. me pn at the laws 
am v-% © cerh not Religion ,, but when we come to Biſhop = 0! God appoint you, tie times are nic , and need a 
pas gs * Augnſtine, if he be ignorant of any thing, it is good Phylician, So | 
4d alc * not he, bat thelaw which is defeRive, becauſe this Z© This ſo favourable beginning promiſed good-eſ- The death 
coniger# 6 man is us knowing as the law it ſelf. tes for the future. But this Prince lived not long of hag 
RETRY h after , for, having reigned abourt twelve years in a p,,ver. 
The eleventh SECTION, very harſh manner, he being haughty, and exceſ- 
The 4 fairs of $ Ambroſe with the Empe- ſively cholerick; it happened that hearing one day 
Z V. | jan i wa et Coon the Deputies ofa Province in Bohemia,who excuſed 
70UTS VN AJCNIDI themſelves upon certain incurſions and roberies im- 
the Son. puted unto them , he entered into ſo violent and 
[] Er us leave the particulars of the life of $. Am- — KNempers, Ont oy act ”_ on the 
1_. broſe, topurſue our principal deſign, whichis P<& 2? ceatn, tor, irom the VWouncii-table ne at 
r Je,top h 4 rl | Bs 4 © that inſtant was carriedinto hisChamber. The veins 
0 repreſent it in the great and conragious actions 4 of his body hrenk wg, bis reech fogpod, & 
he enterprized with the Monarchs of the world, Let : _ yy, 0 CS ped, ns meme 
us not behold this Eagle beating his wings in the _ — __ with qo on wenn 
lower region of the air, but conſider him among Go * prea ET = 5 af c eP n Conclu- 
lightenings, tempeſts , and whir-winds; how he ps E —_—— bk wit q er'v _ F _— more 
plays with thunder-claps, and ever hath his eye angerous then the Dog-ſtar, which in few hours 
where the day breakerth. took him hence,who under the Sword of the Rowan 
The fate Theſtate of Chriltianity ſtood then in need ofa Empire _ made ſo many Armies of Barbarians 
of Cii- brave Prelate to eſtabliſh itin the Court of Great- £9 tremble, ro teach us we have no greater enemies 
#e3*2:* ones, The memory of 7aliax the Apoſtata, who en- then our ſelves. 
l ' d 4 -——_— m——_— — p kr z 
d-avonred with all his power to rettore Idols, was 5o PF alentinian left two ar by his firſt wife 
yer very freſh, ut being not above ten years paſt —=S*Ve74, which was Gratiay , the other by «#4, 


which was Valentizian the younger. Let us ſee how 
S. Ambroſe treated with them both. 

The holy Biſhop, who had already exerciſed ſo 
much ves Lora over the Father, retained it on the 
Sons with ſo much the more privilege, as their age 

-and the neceſſity of the affairs of rhe Church requi. 


moſt Catholick Emperour, who ſucceeded ?rlay, red. Valentinian ſome years before his death, fore- 
paſſed away as a lightening , in a reign of ſeven ſecing,asit were, what would happen, deglared his 
months. After him, Yalewtinian ſwaied the Empire, 60 ©1deft ſon Gratian Succeſſour of his Empire , and 
who had in truth good reliſhes of Religion , bur from that rime aſſociated himto his dignity. As he 
withal a war-like ſpirit, and, who to entertain him- Wasa Prince very awful, and wbo among his ſharp 
ſelfin ſo great a diverſity of humours and ſes , proceedings, ſparcd not to mingle many fweet at- 
whereon 4 ſaw this Empire to be built, much pro. tractives when he urdertook an affair, ſo he made 
pended to petty accommodations, which for = himſelf appear in his latter days asa ſetting Sun in 
time appeaſed the evil, but took not away the roor. his Royal Throne,ard having made a moſt ſpecious 
He made aſſociate of the Empire his br other //4- Oration to all his Caprains ard Souldiers there then 
lens,whio beinga very good Carholick in the begin- abour him, flarrering, ard calling them cCOmpamons 
ning of his reign, ſuffered himſelf to be deceived by by way of Courrt-ſhip,he exhibited many large de- 
an Ariay woman, and did afterward exerciſe black 70 monſtrations of amity to them : then taking his 
cruelties againſt the fairhſull , till ſuch time as de- little ſon Gratiar by the hand, clad in an Imperial Gratian the 


. 7 {on of Ve- 
feated by the Guths, and wounded in an encounter, Robe, being then of fourteen or fiteen - WT OD: 
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lince he died, and yer lived in the mindes of many 
Pagans of eminent quality, who had ſtrong defires 
to purſue his purpole. On the other ſide,the Arians 
who ſ1w themſelves ſo mightily ſupported by the 
Emperour Coxſtan:, made a great party, and inceſ- 
fantly embroiled the affairs of Religion. Fovinian, a 
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qualities 
of the Em- 
perour 
Gratialle 


age, he told them, that this was his Heir, whom they 
were one day to have for companion , and who 
ſhould with them tread under fooc the powers op- 
poſed againſt the Roman Empire , adding, he ſhould 
equal his father in valour and in affection, due to 
their good ſervices, but . ſurpaſs him in ſweetneſs, 
having been made happy with a better education 
then himſelf. This young youth ( as faith his Hiſto- 
ry) was beautiful as a ſtar, for his eys ſparkled like 
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wraftle, or leap,according to the cuſtome of the Ro. 
man ſouldiers, his agility made the world wonder 

or whether he were to manage a horſe , -or handle 
arms, the Maſters who had trained bim up,confeſſed 
he had dainty paſſages, inimitable for any practice, 
The Pagans,who would blame him for diverſity of 
Religion, have never faid ought e}ſe of him, bur 
that be was t00 good an Archer, and over-feryent 
in hunting of wilde beaſts. Thar, notwithſtanding, 


two lightening flaſhes, his face very: amiable, and 19 fet him in the eſtimation of warlike men , and as he 


complexion mingled with white and red.” When the 
Souldiers beheld him in this habit, they began ſoft. 
ly to ſtrike their Targets , and at that inſtant the 
Trumpets ſounded with a thouſand acclamations to 
falute him. 

This aRion was the cauſe that the ſudden death 
of his father,made him inſtantly Emperour with his 
Uncle Yalens, who yet lived, when for a ſingular 
tryal of friendſhip, he divided his dignity with his 
brother, the little YValentivian, who was not yet a- 
bove five or ſix years old, being then left an Orphan 
under the charge of his mother 7»ſtina. Afterward 
the great neceſſities of the Empire, made them like- 
wiſe aſſociate Theodoſius to the Crown, one of their 
father's chiefeſt Captains. 

The young Gratian, who was endowed with an 
excellent diſpoſition, preſently put bimſelf under 
the wings of Saint Ambreſe, to dire him in affairs 
of his ſalvation and eonſctence, which he eſteemed 


was ſingularly affable and liberal, ſo was there no- 
thing to be found in the world more charming then 
his nature, 

Saint Ambroſe, having underſtood his ſpirit,much 
affeted him, and endeavoured to joyn the moſt 
ſolid virtues to ſo many fair natural parts ; and a- 
boveall, perceiving that among ſo many Pagans 
and \rians , who ſtretched out their ſnares on eve- 
ry ſide to ſurprize him, it was neceſſary to prevent 
them , he laid in bis royal ſoul deep toundacions of 
faith , and moſt chaite grounds of Religion, to 
which Gratian ſhewed himſelt from che beginning 
much inclined. There is alſo a Letter found , writ- 
ten in his proper ſtyle,and with his own hand, where 
when he had heard the learned inſtructions of his 
Prelate, he demands them in writing, and becauſe it 
1s an excellent monument of his ſpirit and Religi- 
on, I will here inſert ir, 


the moſt important of all might concern him, 'Our 30 The Emperor GRATIAN, 70 Ambroſe 


great Prelate entered ſo far into his ſoul, that living 
and dying, nothing was ſo ſweet nor familiar in his 
mouth, as the name of Biſhop Ambroſe. And well to 
diſcover the apprehenſions of this fair foul, and the 
eaſie enterance it gave to all the forms of virtue 
propoſed by this great Saint, you muſt obſefve even 
in the judgment of Pagan Hiſtorians, who never 
graced him above his merit , that he was the moſt 
accompliſhed Prince for his age , which ever bare 
the Diadem of Ceſars. 
could haye been redeemed with the blood and tears 
of the faithful, it had replenifhed the Church with 
ſanctity , the Empire with glory , and the whole 
world with wonders. 

The beauty of body which he enzoyed,contained 
a ſpirit wholly celeſtial enchaſed therein, for it was 
full of generous vivacity : and as fire out of his 
ſphere ſeeketh its nouriſhment in the conqueſts 
thereof, ſo he lived by Sciences and lights, that they 
became tributary by his judgment and travel,as wel 
as men by his arms.He laboured much in the matter 
of eloquence; ſeeing it was then a ſtudy, as it were, 
abſolucely neceſſary for Emperours, to reign over 
people, and that words were the cement , which u- 
nited wills and arms for the ſafety of the publick.:By 
good chance he had A#ſoxius for Maſter , eſteemed 
evenin the judgment of Sywmachss, the moſt able 
man of his time , moſt happy Maſter of an excellent 
Scholar,who made him change the Schole of Rhe- 


the Religious Biſhop of G od Ommipetent. 


Have a veh: men: deſire to ſee my (elf united to you by c0'+ 
poral preſence, as 1 ever have you int my mmoae, and as 1 
cohabit with you in the better pat of my ſelf, which & the (out. 
I beſeech you (mo(t holy and Religious Biſhop of the living God) 
baſten unio me, to teach me what I belteve befo;e I bave (« ffi- 
cientlie learned. For it is no! my purpoſe 10 argue upon mat- 
ter of faith, better loving 'o lodge God in my heat, then con 
clude him in my words. My deſire onely ta open my ſoul at 


And if a life ſo pretious O la-ge tothe Devanitie, to receive 11s liebts the more abundantly. 
$ , L 'Y 


God will inſtruft me, if it ſhall pleaſe him, by your wards, 
ſince I confeſs aad reverence hs moſt Sacred Mareſtie, well 
obſerving not 10 cal{Jelus Chriit a creature, or to meaſure him 
by the weakneſs which 1 acknowleds i mine own perſon + but 
rather I avyw our Saviour to be ſogreat, that our thoughts, 
which are almoſt infinite, can adde nothiig thireunto. For if 
the Divinitze of the Son coald increaſe, 1 would dilate my ſeif 
in it far augmentation of bis v; aiſes,ſuuppoſing 1 could aot better 
gta the gracious ſavour of the C:leſtial Father,then in glorifying 
the Sor Eternal: But as 1 ſcar no jealoufic on Gods ſide, ſo for 
my part I mihe no acrount torſterm my ſelf ſoo eat an Oratour, 


o (bu! thereby i: may be in my power to add: any thing ro the glory 


of the Diviaitic by my words. 1 acknowledg my ſelf to be in- 
firm and frail, I 'razſe God proportionably tomy forces, aud 
not anſwerably to the meaſure of iris greatneſs. As for the reſt, 
I beſe:ch you to afford me the Treatiſe of Faith, of which you 
beretofo-e gave me at 1ſt, adding thereunto the Diſputation of 
the Holy Ghoſt, in ſuch ſort, that you prove br; Divnnitie by the 
Scripture and ieaſon, Hereupon I pray God (dear Father, and 
true ſervant of God, whom I adere) that be many years pre- 
ſerve you in ſafctie, 


This Letter, he that will conſider it, ſhall findeto 


torick, for the purple of Conſulſhip.Gratiaz was na- 60 be full of much ſenſe ; and verily S. Ambroſe was {0 


curally eloquent, nor was it hard to manure ſo ge» 
nerous a nature,When he pronounced ſome Orati. 
on, he had early in his young years, the majeſty of 
his father, conjoyned with an admirable modeſty, 
and a little acrimony,which gave an edge to his a&ti- 
ons. The ordering and infle&tion of his voice, were 


rarely proportioned : he ſeemed eloquent in plea» 


ſing arguments : grave, in ſerious, polite, in labo- 
rious, and when the ſubje& required fervour and 


raviſhed herewith , that he conteſſeth never to have 
ſeen nor read at that time the like, This good Em- 
perour (faith he)wrote to him with bis own hand, as 
Abraham, who himſelf prepared the dinner for his 
gueſts, not giving commiſlion thereof ro his own 
ſervants. He'wrote holy words unto him, as if he 
had an ear in Heaven , and which is more remark- 


able, it wasin a time when he was upon the point of 


a journey to reliſt Barbarians ,and therefore he pur- 


inveRtive, his mouth ſpake tempeſts. This enforced yo poſely took the arms of faich from this great Bi- 


no diminution upon his military exerciſes, wherein 
he was infinitely dexterous,whether he were to run, 


ſhop. For obſerve, this yoang Eaglet from che fe- 
cond year of his Empire found bulineſs enough. For 
= Athazas» 
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Athanaricus King of the Goth;, entered into Thra- 
cia with a formidable Army : and as Gratian amal- 
ſed together all bis Eaſtern troups to make head a» 
gainſt him, the Barbarians imagining with them- 
ſelves that the V/eſtern Empire was unfurniſhed, ſell 
upon the Gamls, whither the Emperour went with 
admirable expedition to ſuccour them, and it was at 
the time when he wrote this letter, and moſt parti- 
cularly recommended himſelf to Saint Ambroſe, ta- 
king the ſtandard of faith from him,to bear it in the 
front of his flouriſhing Legions, This was not with- 


ant vigo- Out very notable ſucceſs , for by relation of Ammi- 


Is 


Aﬀettio- 


nate wnrds 
of S. Am- 


anus Marcellinss, he bare himſelf moſt yaliantly in 
this journy,although very young, undergoing toils, 
& ever appearing inthe head of che Army to encou- 
rage the ſouldiers by his preſence, which ſo enkin- 
dled them, thar they reſolved to contron: the ene- 
my , as ſoon as might be, and defeated chem at 
Strasb-urg with fo horrible a ſlaughter, that of fe- 


The Prelate, 


is to be noted that the faith of Gratian, his tender 
plant,was not a languiſhing and idle faith, bur much 
employed in the exerciſe of good works, which A- 
ſonins, a worldly man, could not ſufficiently admire 
in his ſcholar, well ſeeing he knew much more then 
his Maſter. 


Part 2. 


He who obſerved the moſt particular aftions of mas 


the life of this Fmperour, bath left in writing, that 
from thetime of his cl:1ldhood, never did he let any 


tc day paſs, without praying to God molt deyoutly, 


daily rendering ſome vow to Altars : and that thoſe 
who knew his moſt ſecret thoughts, 'gave aſſurance 
he lived in unſpeakable purity of heart , and more. 
over, he was very ſober and abſtinent in his ordina- 
ry courſe of life: and foraſmuch as toucheth and 
concerneth chaſtity, it might well be ſaid, that the 
Altar of Y-ſftal Virgins, where perpetually burned 
a ſacred fire which purged all , was not more holy 
then the Chamber of Gratian,nor theCouches pre- 


venty thouſand Barbarians , threeſcore and five 20 pared in the Temple for Ceremonies, more chaſte 


thouſand covered the field with their maſſacred bo- 
dies, leaving young Gratian to make a harveſt inthe 
chief field of Mars, moiſtened with the _ of 
his own ſweats , but above all, bleſſed by the pray- 


ers of great $. Ambroſe. Asthe Emperour returned 
from this conquelt,he received Letters trom the ho- 
ly Prelate, where among other things,exculing him- 
ſelf chat he had noc accompanied him, he faith : 


It is nor the want of aff :(tion, Mo'! Chriſtian Emperout ( for 
what title can 1 give you exthrr more tine or more glorzous 2) 
It u not, I (ay, the want of aſſettion bath abſentrd me ſrom 


broſe to the J91s Perſon, but modeſty joyned to the decorum of my profeſſion; 


youngEm- 


perour. 


Zeal and 
virtue of 


ye! at your return 1 preſented my ſelf before you, if 1.0t with bo- 
diy ſteps,at the le 2(t with the whole affetzons of my heart, aud 
all the vows, wherewtith 1 could charge the Alta's, andin 
this, th: dury of a B ſhop principally conſiſterh. But it is miſta- 
ken to ſay, that I came bifore you, as if 1 had been ſeparated 
from you, having perpetually attended you in miade, ma'ching 
along with you 84 your though! s, heart, ard good favour, which 
2s th: moſt noble "reſexce 1 cn deere. I meaſured your journcyes, 
I went aloag with your Armie, I was in yo'r camp day and 
night, with all my cogitations, and with all my cares; I flood 
cen'in'l with my Prayers, aud thoſe of my Clergic, at your 1m- 
peria! Pavillion, How much 1 was li:tl. in meri', ſo much the 
more did 1 raiſe my ſelf ia diligence and aſſiduitic. And ren- 
dering this dutie for you, 1 did it for the whole Church : bere+ 
in ao I uſe no flatierte, for you love it not, and well know it to 
be far ſrom my naiu e, and the place which 1 hold, but God us 
a wi-neſs with us botb, how much you have comforted my heart 
by the finceritie of your faith, to whom he hath afforded 
ſuch proſperitie, and ſo much glorie. I ow thy acknow'tdg- 
ment boih tothe publick and your particular amitie : for you 
bave granted me the repoſe of my Church, you have ſtopped +he 


30 Bon-fire more clearly blazed 


then his{mperial bed. He had rhe hcart of a MSther 
towards his poor SubjeRs, and the beginning of his 
Empire was conſecrated by the comtort of the peo. 
ple; for whom he much f reetened the Taxes and 
Subſidies, freely cutting off what was due to his own 
Coffers, and to take away all cauſe of enquiry in 
time to come upon that which he liberally had 
granted, he commanded through all « ities, papers, 
and obligations of publick ws to be burnt, Never 

then the ſame; not a 
creature complained the ſmoak hurr his cys, Every 
one praiſerh the Emperour, beholding, that as his 
benefits were not frail and tranſitory, ſo the evils 
he took away, were never to return. 

How could he but do well for the publick, ſeeing 
he was moſt hberal towards particulars? He was 
not contented to viſit the ſick, bur himſelf led Phy- 
ſicians along with him thither, cauſing them co mi. 
niſter art his charge, and in his own preſence , that 


49 which was neceſlary for their recovery.He was ſeen 


after the defeat of the Barbarians which I ſpake of, 
ro run into the Tents of his Souldiers ro enquire 


' the number of the hure, and himſelf with his own 


victorious hands ro rouch the wounds , and cauſe 
them inſtantly to be dreſt, haſtening and ercoura- 
ging the C hyrurgeons. Andit any poor Souldier 
rhrough diſtalt retuſed to take broath, he would fir 
down by him, and charm him with ſuch ſweetneſs of 
words, i1!! he obtained of Inm that which conduced 


mouth: s of the perfidions ( aad by my good will I wiſh you had FO tO his health He ceaſed not to comfort the moſt af. 


as well ſhut up their hearts) and this bave you done with 
maruellous authsritic, fort:tude, and faith. 


The holy Emperour ceaſed not afterward to ob. 
lige the Church in all occaſions, by the favour of 
his Edicts, and ſhewed himſelt fo openly zealous, that 
even he, firſt ofall the Emperours merited the title 
of Mt Chriſtian, given afterward to our Kings. 
His Predecefſours who profeſſed Chriſtianity, ever 
ſuffered their reputation to be diſhonoured with 


many blemiſhes, which much weakened the wosth 69 


of their ations: but Gratiaz was the moſt royal and 
fncere of them all, for he fo little complied with the 
Gentiles,that their Prieſts coming together to offer 


Gratian by him the-titleand habit of Great Pontife . which all 


the diret- 
on of holy 


the Chriſtian Emperours had yet for ceremony and 


S..ambreſe. reaſon of State, retained ; this good Prince confi. 


dently refuſed it by the counſel of $. Ambroſe : and 


although che Gentiles were ſo much moved , they 


could norabftain from words of menace, he con- 


flifted, ro congratulate with the moſt happy, to en- 
quire into the neceſlities of all the world , even ro 
the making the p:cks of a poor ſubjeR to be carried 
by his own Mules : and all this did he indefatigably 
wich ſingular promptneſs and alacrity, void ofoſten» 
tation, giving all, ard reproaching no man. 

Behold the fruits of the good education of $. Am 
broſe, which well ſheweth , that in making a good 
man of a great Prince, the whole world is obliged. 


The twelfth SEC T10K. 


The death of the Empersur Gratian , and the 
Affl:ifons of $, Ambroſe. 


Ut alas ! Eternal God, who art elder then the 
beginning of time, and more darable then the 
end of Ages, muſt great gilts be ſo freely given to 
the world to become ſo ſhort ? My Pen abhorreth 


temned all hamane reſpe&ts,where the glory of God 79 to pals beyond the blood of this poor Prince, in 


was intereſſed. As for the reſt, to conſider further 
the energy of thediſcretion of this holy Biſhop, it 


whom the carth _ had nothing to wiſh but ime 
mortality. Bchold what a wound it is for the 
Empire, 


aaliries 
of a young 
Prince, 


Admirable 


charity 18 


an Empe- 
LOUL. 


Part 2, 


Empire, what ſorrow in the Church, and a touch- 
{tone to the virtue of $. Ambroſe. 

Gratian after the death of his Father, had reign- 
ed about ſeven years, when behold a Monſter ſtart- 
edup in Englaxd, to diſpoſleſs its natural Prince, 
and caſt fire and confuſion into the Empire, It was 
Maximus, who according to the relation of Zs5- 
91s, was a Spaniard by Nation, companion of the 
great Theodoſuz,and C:ptain of the Rowan Troops, 

farimw Which were then in Great Britain. 

rebelletk This wicked man, vexed to the quick that the 

nt Emperour Gratias had aſſociated Theodsins in the 

kis wicked Empire, without ever mentioning himſelf at all,re- 

4+4pon19® fglyed to enter into the Throne by tyranny , fince 
he could not arrive thither by any merit.Never Ty- 
rant uſed mare induſtry to cover his ambition then 
did this man , never hath any ſought more ſupport 
from the diflimulation of ſanctity and juſtice : yer 
I beſeech thoſe who make account by the like ways 


The HOLY COURT. 


* The Prelate. 


feared, it being joyned to a liberty, which never ac- 
cuſtomed to bow under tyranny.In another Epiſtle, 
where he writethto Pope Siricius, he tells us, how 
going from the Font of Baptiſm, he had been tran- 
ported to the Imperial Throne, which, being igno- 
rant of the life of the children of God, he eſteem- 
eth an incomparable favour from Heaven, and ir 
recompence thereof, promiſeth all ſervice to the 
Church of Rowe, ſatisfying himſelf only to execute 
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10 thar, which ſhould be commanded him, without any 


delire ro enter into the knowledge of the cauſe. 
Moreover, if heſaw any forlorn Hereticks, who 
were feeble in faction, and much out of favour, he 
ran upon them with all manner of violence,and then 
_ Spider's webs, of one ſide filled with lirle 
flys,and on the other ſide all broken by creatures of 
a larger ſize, he raiſeth mighty Tropheys, thinking 
ſo to piece our his fortune by the effuſion of con« 
temptible blood. In this manner he cauſed Priſci!- 


ro bring their purpoſes to paſs, to learn by the ſuc. 20 /5an, and many other of his Se& to be putto death, 


ceſs of Maximss,that if the arm of God ſuſtain not 
an affair, the more exaltation it receiyeth, the dee- 
per ruines it findeth, 

Maximus then, a ſon of the earth, who had no. 
thing great in him bur the deſire of reign, made 
himſelf ſometime an Exg/;/5 man,otherwhile a $pa- 
ard, ever leaning to that fide, where he ſaw moſt 
ſupport for his affairs. As an E-2/ſþ man he labour- 
ed to have it thought he had ſome correſpondence 


of affinity with Saint Helexa, Mother of great Coy- 30 neſles of humane life, ro ſay, that vices keep thop *;"* 


ftantize, and he was ſo impudent as to take the very 
name of that family, cauſing himſelf to be proudly 
called Flavins Clemens Maximns. ASA Spaniard, 
he would be reputed the Ally of 7 heodoſipus, whom 
he ſaw to be powerful in the affairs,and whoſe force 
he more feared, then loved his advancement, As for 
Religion, he well diſcovered by the effe& that he 
had no other God, but honour. Notwithſtanding, 
like thoſe who provide oyl to burn in the Lamps of 


who were Hereticks, poſſeſſed with a black and me- 
lancholy Devil; and ſuch, as in truth, according to 
the laws both divine and humane, well deſerved pu- 
niſhment, bur not according to the proceedings 
were obſerved intheir proceſs, much blamed by S. 
Martin, and other wiſe Biſhops, who took notice 
of pailions over-bloody, even in the Eccleſiaſticks 
thar ſought after ſpoil, 

O God ! it is verily one of the greateſt unhappi.. Vii 
near to virtues, and often deceive the beſt experien- © ep 
ced Merchants with their Artifices. That is moſt erue *,;1... o- 
which is ſpoken by A/bertas the Great, Maſter of rigen. 24+ 
Saint Thomas : Severity counterfeiteth juſtice,me- os. Kea 
lancholy calleth it ſelf gravity ; babble itealerh in- radiſo ani- 
to the name of affability, as dothdiſfclution paſs un- Þ#-F:0- 
der colour of free mirth, The prodigal ſaich, he is © 
an honeſt man , the covetous, provident ; the ſelf. 
conceited, conſtant , the crafty, prudent , curioſity 


Idols, as well as in thar of the living God , he em - 40 borroweth the title of circumſpeRion , vain-glory, 


braced all ſorts of Sets, making kis Arrows of every 
wood, ſo to hit the white of honour. 

De eftable Verily, if there be any vice deſerving the execra- 

hypoccifie. tion Of all man-kinde, it is that which diſtenderh 
ſnares over Altars, and which under colour of piety 
and zeal,entrappeth men.Citics, and Provinces with 
a kinde of thetc, which ſeeketh ro make it ſelf ho- 
nourable, nnder pretence of Piety and Religion. 
This was very familiar with this bad man; for ſceing 


of generoſity , preſump:ion, of hope , carnal love, 
of charity ; diſlimularion, of patience, puſillanimi- 
ty, of mildnefs, indiſfcreer zeal, of fervourin mat- 
ter of Religion : and the worit of all is, hypocrilie pretext of 
purs on the mask of fanftity. Yer if with theſe ſem- ccvorions 
blances and borrowed faces,they only deceived vul. 05 
gar touls, it were ſomewhact rollerable , bur ir isa 
thing moſt deplorable, that the ſubtile who have no 
other God bur their own intereſts, by flight com- 


many Pagans of quality, who bir che bridle, expe- $o placences , and petry affteCtations of devotion, en. 


Ring the re-eſtabiiſhment of Idols, he under-hand 
entertained them with very fair hopes. On the 0- 
ther fide, he favoured the Synagogue of Jews in ſc- 
cret, ſuppoſing theſe men being loſt in Religion and 
conſcience , might oneday ſerve his rurn, though 
bur to fill up dirches. Bur then bebolding the Ca- 
tholick Church in an eminent height , he openly 
(a)Perics- courted it, and that with demonſtrations of reſpect 
_—_— and ſervice , which might ſeem ro proceed from 


na tentan- NONE but the moſt zealous. 
at 1u/s. Lettersalſo of his were found writren to the Em- 


error excu- Perour Valextinian the Second, where he made ma- 
ſabils nn ny declarations of the ditty he owed to the Catho- 


, tht velle ,. j 
oh or lick Church,ſo compleat that they ſeem much fitter 
on, an. for the mouth of a Biſhop, thenof a Tyrant. . He 


(6) Roma ſpeakerh of God like a Saint, ſaying, (a) Great 
venerabily, heed muſt be raken not to contend with ones Ma- 
<ujus vac Ter, and that fins committed againſt Religion, ad- 
Cs e{. £» MIT no excuſe. He talks of Rome (b) as a Pope, calling 
—_— it in full voice, The meſt venerable, and Princeſs of 


"nno ea, Religion; Ne ſeemed to {wear blood and water in 
65. defence of $. Ambroſe , whole vircue he infinitely 


ſnare noble and religious ſouls, who, meaſuring all 

by their own innocency, daily afford more ſupport 

to credulity, A little outward ſhew handfomly ex- 

preſt, raviſhech men with admiration, and cauſeth 
Altarsto be raiſed ro them, for whom God hath 
prepared Gibbers. There are alſo many ſilly birds, , 
who ſeeing the Towler with blear and running eys, of the 
role a lupe pair of beads in his hands, ſay, Thus is a Fowler: 
holy man, and full of compaſſion , but the more ju- 


60 dictous, anſwer, We mult notTegard his eys, nor 


beads , 
hands, | 
Had AMaximrs been bcheld upon this ſide, he had 
never deceived the world, bur his plaſtered deyoti- 
ons ſcrved his turn to amuze eafie natures, whilcſt 
his ambitionschett mountains to climb ro he throne 
of Ceſars. Pope Siricias, _— wirh the mask of 
this falſe piety, gave demonſtration of much affect. 
on to him; and when he was declared Emperour, 
many Biſhops uſed with him at Trier ſundry com- 
plements, which too near approached to ſervitude. 
There was none at that time but our Saint Aarti, 
oe = WEN who 


bur che blood and rapine which is in his 
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p wer over this ſpirit x . and the 
wily Maximns, who well foreſaw,there was no re- 
fſtance to be uſed a$1inſt a ftroak of thunder, ſub- 
mitted with all pliantnefs and poſtures, to draw this 
oreat Preſate to his amity, He , who: heretofore 
made hifſctt to be peritioned unto by the Biſhops, 
received the'commandmetits 07S, A1artin,as decrees 
and ctideavoured to yield him all ſatisfaRtion. 

One deſire only he fixed in his hearc, which was 


The Prelate, 


no mean.I will not ſeek to penetrate the Ladic's in. 
tentions, which 1 ſuppoſe were very good , but con- 
ſidering the proceedings of Aaximns , there is 
Sreat cauſe to think he endeavoured by his infinite 
courtſhip, to chagm the rature of S, Aſartin, which 
to him ſeemed ſome v har harſh. Yet the great man, 
endowed with the ſpirit of propheſie, frecly told all 
which ſhould befal him. | 

Behold forhe part of the diſpoſition of Aſaximnr, 


ſome one time to invite this holy man td his Table, 10 which I was willing co preſent on paper, that it 


to wipe away all the ill reputation of which the 
moſt judicious could not be ignorant : but S. Aſar- 
tin conſtantly refuſed it, until 2ddximms upon a 
time having made a thouſand proteſtations of the 
ſincerity of his intentions in that point, which con» 
cerned the uſurpation of the' Empire, the man of 
God , whether perſwaded by reaſons, or mollified 
by ſo many prayers, went.thicher , and uſed three 
aſſages of generoſity, which you ſhall know, 


might eppear of what condition they ordinarily are, 
who bear arms againſt. the obedience due to. Kings, 
who are the hyely, images of God, The Tyrant 
began a revoltin England, and from that ame de- 
termined toeſtabliſh the City of Trier in Germany, 
as the ſeat of his Empire, and thence to raiſe a pair 
of wings to fly about the clouds, which were Jraly 
and Spain. He choſe for his Conllable, man very 
conſtant to his hnmour ,and of great reſolution, who 


In this Banquet were preſent the falſe Emperour 20 cauſed himſelf to be called the Good may, the better 


Maxim:s,with his brother,and his uncle,a Conſul, 
and two Counts. $, Aſartin for his honour was pla- 
ced in the middle, near the perſon of Aaximas, 
and when abont the midſt of dinner,theCvp- bearer 
preſented a Coblet ro his Maller, he for a fingular 
reſtimony of his affection, put it inco the as 4 of 
the good Biſhop, ſeeming to have a holy ambition 
to drink therein, after it was conſecrated by the 
rouch of his lips : bur, S. Aſartin not uſing any 0- 


to colour the wickedneſs of his Maſter, With Fi 
bad Counſellour he. endeavoured to ſtir up the 
ſouldiers,and on every ſide drew the warlike troups 
to his party. The good Emperour Gratian ſpeedily 
armeth to ſtifle ryranny in t.e birth thereof, and 
in perſon goeth to encounter his Adverfary. He 
had then very freſhly drawn good ſouldiers from 
the Kingdom of Hzngary to his aſliſtance, of whom 
he made much account. Others ſeeing that he much 


ther complement, when he had drunk, gave the cup 3o eſteemed of them, were ſung with jealouſte, and 


to his Deacon, as eſteeming him the moſt worthy 
perſon of the Feaſt next himſelf Maximns who in- 
finitely ſeemed to be pleaſed cherewith,although he 
inwardly tcl himſelf gauled with this iberty,did ſo 
outwardly diſſemble it, that he cauſed S$. Afartin to 
be applauded through all bis Court, proving that 
none but he was worthy the title of a Biſhop, and 
that he had done at the Table of an Emperour,what 


the other Biſhops would never have acted in the | | ) | 
houſe of a mean Judge. On the orher (ide, the wife 40 tim on their wings, delivered him to. his enemy, 


of Maximis, who already poſſeſſed che title of 
Empreſs, made her ſelf a Magdalen at the feer of $, 

Martin : and although never woman touched this 
chaſte creature, he ſuffered her to exerciſe all ſorts 
of Ceremonies towards h;m,undergoivg a thouſand 
troubles to rid himſelf of her importunicies, This 
ſeemed not ſtrange in the age of threeſcore and-ren, 
and inthe reputation of ſanity wherewith he had 

filled the world, that a woman ſhould kiſs his feet , 

bur it was a thing very unuſual to behold aPrinceſs, 

humbled in the duſi of the earth, to perform this 
office : She regarded neither Purple, Diadcm, Qua. 
lity, ror ! mpire, ſhe had no eys but for S. Aartin, 

being blinde to the reſt of the world. 

Atter this firſt Banquet, Maximrs and the Lady 
went to the Saint, and beſought him again to take a 
bad Dinner , which the Empreſs would in private 
prepare for him with her own hands : and although 
he inthe beginning refuſed , it was impollible tor 


grew cold in their Maſter's behalf. The poor Prince 
being on the point to wage barrel, found himſelf 
careleſly and traiterouſly abandoned by lus legions, 
who daily ſtole away to encreaſe the Army, and 
ſtrength of CMaximns. 

This black and hideons treaſon much amazed the 
Emperour , who complained , as the Eagle in the 
Emblem, that his own feathers gave him the ſtroke 
of death, ſeeing his ſouldiers,who ſhould bave born 


through a negle&,which ſhall make the Roma biſto- 
ry to bluſh eternally. So that ſeeing there was no 
ſafety for his perſon, be ſought to regain1raly as ſoon 
as poſſible, accompanied only with a full rroup of 
horſe, conſiſting of about three hundred men. 
Maximus well diſcovered, that he would at any 
price whatſoever have the bloody ſpoyl of his Ma. 
{ter : for he charged this Good mas to purſue him 
with all violence, and not to defiſt till the prey were 


50 in hisciutches, which he did, taking horſes wich him, 


who ran like a tempeſt, and could well endure any 
tedious travel, In the end, he met with the Empe- 
rour at Lyens , and fearing he might eſcape , be. 
thought bimſelt of a miſchievous ſtratagem. For he 
ſecretly cauſed the Emperour to be informed , the 
Empreſs his wife was in danger of her perſon, if he 
ſtayed not ſome while ro expect her, becauſe ſhe 
was reſolved to follow him, thinking no place capa. 
ble of ſafety or conſolation where her husband was 


him to eſcape from theſe Saint-like invitations. For 60 nor. 


theſe are ſnares which catch Faples as well as Spar- 
rows. Needs would rhe Queen do all offices in this 
ſecond Feaſt, She plaied the Cook, dreffed the 1i- 
ning-room, laid the cloath, gave to the holy man 
vater for his hands, was his Cnp-bearer, and wait- 
ed on him all the time of his meal, ftarding bolt np- 
right as a ſervant, with her minde mtienttveon ber 
office. Dinner being ended, ſhe did ear the {craps 
and remainder of the Table , which ſhe preferred 


This falſe report much ſoftened the heart of Gra- 
tian, who was as good alusband as an Emperonr , 
he therefore reſolved to haſten to the Empreſs, 
though not without evident danger of his life. There 
is an unſpeakable power in the love of neighbours, 
which is the cauſe that birds and !iſhes are oft=11mes 
voluntarily caupbt witireveigsand nets, not fearing 
to put their life in danger, whore they ſee ſome 
part'of themſelves to be. This Prince , wao in the 


wa 


before all the Imperial delicacies. Verily we may 79 cxtreamelt difailers of his fortune, was lull of cont- 


ſay, women are violent in their affections, and, 
when once they go the right way,their virtues have 


rage, and flew every wiere like a flaſh. of lighten» 
ing, to give order to iis affairs, at the news that the 
Fmpreſs 
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riiful = Empreſs was on hex way to follow him, was much 
—_ terrified , nor was there an object of peril which he 
oar Gra- framed not in his thoughts : moments ſeemed days 
14% untohim, anddays as ages. A thoufand fanrafies of 
affrightment ſummoned his heart in his ſolitude. 
There was no living for him, if he beheld not his 
deareſt love in his arms. She was a Princeſs of much 
merit, daughter of the Emperour Conſtantine, born 
after the death of her farther , whontGratian faith- 
fully loved, though he as yet had no iflue by her, 
© .11, The Tyrant underſtanding his game ſucceeded 
{.c:9.11. tolls wiſh, made a Litter to pals along much like to 
2. li 


- that of the Empreſs, and diſpoſed his ambuſhes 


round about in the way, The Emperour perceiving 
icafar off, and ſuppoſing his wife Conſtantia was 1n 
it, ſpurs his horſc,and flieth with thoſe wings which 
love and joy gave hirn, being at that time tollowed 
by fevy of his people. The murcherers aſſailed and 


 maſſecred him, but he ſtil! ſhewing the courage of a 


&mbrof. 
in Pal 61. 
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d-ruments, 


Lion, bare himſelf bravely amongſt Swords and Hal- 20 


bards, leaving the mark of his hand all bloudy on a 


- wall, as S. Hirrom hath obſerved, and ever having 
" on his lips the name of $. Ambreſe. His body, after 


the ſoul deparced, was taken up to be preſented to 

AMaximugs,is the monument ol a faithful afſaflinate, 

Q Ged ! who ſhall here be able to cleave acloud, 

to read chrough ſo much darkneſs, and ſo many 

ſhadows, the ſecre:s of your Providence ? This 
, > . . . . 

poor 4b:/ bu: chered by the hand of a Cain, with a 


cruelcy ſo barbarous, a manner ſo perfidious, anda 30 


ſucceſs ſo deplorable ! A Prince, who ſheltered the 
whole world vnder the valour of his arms, forſaken 
by .he molt truily ſervants of his houſe ! An Em- 
pcrour moi: religious, ſeparated by death from the 
aſſiitances of Altars! A Monarch moſt juſt, given 
43S a prey 10 injuſtice ! One of the beſt Maſters of 
the earth flain by fervile hands, and uſed like a beaſt 
among che Halbards, and Courtelaxes of his own 
Serviiours-! So many rare qualities as were in him, 
leave nothing elie to mort: 
have lo't him 

A man, who deſ-rved to have lived Ages, torn 
from his throne and lite in his eight and twentieth 
year, alter a reign ſo advantagious. to the Church, 
and wiſhful to all che world. O Providence ! Muſt 
he paſs away, 5 he foam glidech on the face of rhe 
waier? Vuſt he be hal-ſtrucken, as the Crown 
Imperial, the honour of a Garden, in the height of 
its bcaury ? Muſt he wither, aslightening cauſeth 
perrls in their grow:h, lexvirs them inſtead of a ſub. 
fiance,nough: c)fe but a ſhell 2? O God ! 
oi Ab-ls wut be ſhed in all ages , to teach us a lelſ- 
fon, wh:ch celleih, che reward of our children con- 
filth not in the fayours and profperities of the 
v;orld, but that ſeeing in fuch innocency they are 
{o roughly handled, your juſtice hath intallibly diſ- 
poſed them for another life, where they live cover- 
ed wich the purple and glory of your Son, whoſe 
{uffe-irgs they have umitared, 

1 he poor Conſt anti wile of Gratian, hearing this 
lamencable news, was ſeized with overwhelming 
ſorrow, and as foon as ſhe came to her ſclf again, 
Ab Gcatian (aitn 1e) my Lo'd, aid dear brsbaid, I have 
th's find anc! worſethe} vari dn'h which is, tohav? 
been the can/erf the farme. Muſt »y n1ne be (0 much abuſed ? 
Muſt he ls of groatnne(s cayitu? 
ger, @ life ſo important as jou's . 

I bega . my; inhaphiaſs from ihe ay of iy birth, being bra 
aſter the 1:a h of my father Conitantius, nature not Pecmultt eng 
me to ſe him, who gave met fe. That tiitlenge IThwe, br b 
nt ceaſed to be tu mortor! with min wace taintis which cn- 
frice wr» to 7147 thorns T1 the for wi 
wild im g nethRouſor, Vic, T avew (my moſt rongwed 1.94) 
hat th's 'ce dew bt) ou'gone all my appebenſians. For al- 
thaugh 1 fig's:ed you mortal as a ing I conld not ſuppoſe that 
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he in whom all my charities and hops. ſurvived, ſhould be tahon 
from me ſo ſuddenly, in a Fortune ſo emment, ix an Ate fo 
fl12r ſhing, with a death ſo unworthy of bis goodneſs, not leru- 
ing me at the leaſt a ſon ia my ert-ails tobe born of me, as bs 
mother ; aud which # wnrſe, that 1 inſtantly muſt ( 0') my 
deareſt Gratian, the ſweetet amonglt all men living) redeem 
your bloody body with the price of gold, from the hands of a 
wr.tched ſlave. My God, I conſe/s thive no ſirergth to bear 
theſe calamatzes ſo violent, if you afford it not. 

The news of this death which flew like a fatal bird 
through all the world, transfixed the hearts of all 


” good mnen, The little Falentiniaz reſented it beyond 


his age, ſeeing himſelf deprived ofa brother, whom 
he fo faithfully bad loved. $. Ambro/e, though molt 
couravtious, felt himſelf, as it were, ſurprized with 
ſorrow and ſadneſs, not being able to unlooſe his 
tongue to pronounce any funeral Oration, All che 
Court was infinitely affrighted, as if Afaxirmu had 
already been at the Gates of Afilan to finiſh the 
Cataſtrophe of the Tragedy. 7»ſtina the Emprelis, 
mother of young / alcxtixiap, taking the care of af- 
fairs for her ſon 1n minority, inſtantly made her ad. 
dreſs to S. Ambroſe,and beſonght him to undertake 
an Embaſſage, and preſent himſelf before A1{axi- 
mm, lo to ; Fr the ſtream of his arms, which came 
to pour themſclyes on 7taly, and ro demand the bo- 
dy of his Pupil, humbly. praying, not to neple& him 
dead, whom he alive had fo f:uthfully ſerved, 


The thirteenth SECT1oON. 
The Embaſ ave of S$, Ambroſe. 


Ur great Prelate couragioufly undertook the 
_# buſineſs, fortifying his heart with afliitances of 
Heaven, to treat with the murtherer of his fon; for 
one may well ſay, rhe love he bare to che dead. ec- 
qualled that of fathers towards their children, *« 
The aQts of his firſt Embaſſage are loſt, alchough 
the effe& hath been ſufficiently publiſhed. Which 
was the diverſion of the arms of Aaxim . 
ſo much feared by the Empreſs 7:/tiza. But as for 


2s, bur the ſorrow te49 the Emperours body, it was impoſſible to gain ir 


- 


from him ; for Maxim: ſaid, he withheld it upon 
a point of a State, well knowing this ſpeRacle would 
have no other effect, but to exaſperate the memory 
of what was paſt, and that the ſouldiers through fu- 
ry might revenge the dead body, much aſhamed 
they had betraied their living Emperour, 

This wicked man inſatiable in his defires,and per- 
fidious in his promiſes, ſoon repented to have tign- 
ed the peace, complaining that Ambroſe had with 
his fair words calt him into a ſleep : he was full of 


Whar bloud 50 impetuous paſtions, and inceſſantly threatened to 


pals into 7:a/y, nor ſhould any thing hereafter hin. 
der his intentions, which made $. Abro/e enter- 
prize a ſecond Embaſſage at the follicitation of the 
FEmprels Zuſtiza, of whom we havea moſt faichful 
Narration trom the Pen of the Saint himſelf, in an 
Fpilile which he wrote to the Emperour Yalextizi- 
an, to yield him an account of his Commiſtion, 
There he relaterch, how being arrived inthe City 
of Tricr, where Maximus bad placed his Throne, 
that he the next morning went to the Palace ro 
ſpeak to him in private. The treacherous man, who 


with fo many Legions could not endure the coun- 


rerbuff of crutch delivered by a Biſhop, thinking to 
ſilence him, ſeat one of the Gentlemen of his Cham- 
ber ro demand if be had any letters from Falexri- 
ax t0 deliver him, it ſo, he ſhould receive anſwer; 
but that he might not ſpeak to the Emperour him. 
{e1f, but in full Council. $. Ambroſe replieth , that 


of Cxſars, here the 90 Was.not the audience, which is uſually given to per- 


fons of his quality : that he bad moſt important af. 
{airs to handle, which might better be privately ex- 
: preſſed 
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preſſed in his Cabinet, then at the Council-table. 
He prayed the Gentleman of his Chamber , to ler 
him know char bis requeſt, which indeed was moſt 
civil. He did ſo, but brought back no other anſwer, 
but that he ſhould be heard in Council, The good 
Biſhop ſaid , that was ſomewhat too far from his 
profeſſion : but he notwithſtanding would omit 
nothing of his duty, pteferring the memory of the 
dead, and the affairs of his living Prince, before all 
the intereſts of his own perſon, 
Majeſty of He came then to the Council-table, where Max- 
$..4mbrſe, irazes fate on his Throne, who ſeeing S. Ambroſe, 
roſe up to give him the kiſs, according to the cuſtom 
of that Age. Bur the Biſhop taking place among the 
Counſellours, who very honourably invited him to 
fit uppermoſt , freely ſaid ro Aaximm; * 1 won- 
* der how you offer the kiſs of peace tro a man of 
* whom you are ignorant , for were I well known 
*inthe rank | hold , you ſhould not ſee me here, 
Maximus amazed at this liberty , could not ſay 20 
ought elſe, but, © Biſhop you are in choller, S. Amr 
* broſe —_ : T have more ſhame then anger in 
* me, to ſee my ſelf ina place where I ſhould not be. 
* Notwithſtanding ( ſaith MMaximas) you mighc 
© have learnt the way, having been here once alrea- 
* dy. It is adoubl: fault in you (replieth the Pre- 
*late) to have ſummoned me twice. Thereupon 
* Maximus ; Why came you hither > To demand 
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{lald your Eagles ? Where are thoſe Batbatians, which the 


Count Bauton cauſed to paſs into ltaly ? Verily if be who 1s a 
ſtranger . ſhould have called people of bis Nation to the ſuccour 
of bis Maſter, it would be very excuſable ; ſince you, who are 
ſo much intereſſed in the preſervation of the Romane Empire, 
threaten us that you have - Barbarians under your pay, whom 
you can make to over-run us when you pleaſe. 


Behold a little, the difference that 5 between the ſweetneſs 


16 of Valentinian, and your menaces: Ton are mich troubled 
net to have fallen upon Italy with Barbarian Legions, aud 
Valentinian hath graciouſly diverted the forreign Gauls, 
whom be had invited to bis ſervice, whileſt you in the mean 
time make waſte on the Gr1zons, with your Barbarians ; be: 
bath bought peace for you with his own money, and you with 
ingratitnde repay him. 


Behold your brother, who i now by your ſide, and you ſhall 


ſee an ir:eproachable teſtimonie of the Emperous clemenc#e. 


He beld in his Province, and bands, that which 1s moſt dear 
to you in the world. Every one thought it was reaſon to ye- 
venge the aſhes of the Emperour Gratian pon a near allie of 
him, who was the authour of bi death, and yet Valantinian 
upon the ntws of the aſſaſſinate committed upon bis moſt ho- 
nourable brother, and in the greateſt fervour of bis moſt juſt 


paſſion, hath ſo moderated bimſelf, as to ſend him back with hg- 


nour, whom he might with juſtice have bereſt you. Compare 


your ſelf preſently with him, and make your ſelf Judg in-your 
proper cauſe. He hath reſtored your brother in perſef bealth : 


reader him his at the leaſt thus dead as he is, Why do you de- 
nie him the aſhes of his brother, frace be bath not refuſed your 


[atisfaftioas, yea to bis own prejudice? He bath afforded you 


a man. in like degree of alliance, though in quality much dif- 


* peace of you (anſwereth S. Ambroſe) which I have Fferent. He bath granted you one alive; render him one dead 


* required as of an inferiour, and you now enforce 30 
* me to ſeek it as from an equal, 

The proud man who thought himſelf leſſened, if 
compared to the Emperour Valextiaiay,was moved 
at theſe words, and cried out : © How equal? By 
* whole favour ? By the favour of God (anſwereth 
*S. Ambroſe) who hath preſerved that Empire in 
* Valentinian, which he gave him, Maximas at this 
word enteredinio violence. * It is you ( faith he ) 
* that havedeceived me, and your goodly Count 
* Baston, who under pretext to preſerve the Em- 40 
© pire tor a Childe,made other accommodations for 
* himſelf, and for this canſe is joyned with Parba- 
© rians, to invite them to paſs into the Empire. And 
* who hath more credit thenI, to cauſe chem to 
* march under my Standards when 1 liſt? I have 
* thouſands.under my pay, by whoml1 can be ſerved 
* before all the men inthe world , and had you not 
* ſtopped the courſe of mine Arms with your good- 
*ly Embaſſage, no man living had been able to op- 


to yield him the laſt offices. A Tartarian covered with ſand 
a Pyrate, which he by chance ſound dead upon the Sea ſhore 
and you denie us to bury with our own hands the prime Mo- 
arch of the world ? You take from a Qucen-moiber, from a 
widow-Empreſs, from an orphan-Emperexr, the bones of a ſon, 
a busbaud, a brother, whom you have deprived of life and 
Sceptre. The bodies of reprobates are takin down from the 
Galouſs, to put them into the arms of their mothers ; what 
hath the body of Gratian don to be bereaved after death, of the 
charities of his Allies ? Why do you forbid us tears, which 
very Tyrants themſelves, who have toru tys out, have never 
denied to the afflifted ? You ſear ( ſay you) it may exaſperate 
minds, that 15 10 ſay, you fear a deatb, which you have cauſed, 
and which you have unworthily procured, even then, when you 
might and ought to ſave it by all ways of juſlice and humani- 
ty. And tel me not be was your enemie ; you were his, but be 
nevir yours, For boſtilitie comes from an uſurper, and de- 
fence from a lawful! Prince. You d well to juſttfie your ſelf 
upon this attemp', but there # not a man will believe your ſuſti- 
fications. Who ſees not you bated bis life, whoſe burial you 
hinder ? 

Panlinus addeth, that for concluſion he dealt with 
him as one excommunicate , and ſerioufly adviſeth 


him to expiate the blood he had ſhed , by a ſharp 


*poſe me, He ſpake this with quick/flaſhes of choller. 50 penance. 


The holy Biſhop coldly anſwered : {t ;s diſhvnourable ia 
Jou to reproach my Enibaſſage,and put your ſelf uvon heſe extra- 
vagaiicies. For to whom ap/ertaineth it to defend widows 
and -Urphans, if uot to a B ho)? That is #', which the law of 
my M iter commandeil) me. Judg in favour of the Orphan, 
and defend the Widow, and deliver the weak from oppreſſi- 
on. Notwithſtandiag, I w.ll nor &ve 'o much credit to my 
Embaſſage, as to per(wade my (+!f it hath (tat4 the courſe of 
your arms. What ſquadrois hav! I oopoſed agarnſt you ? 
BJ hat wals? What rocks ?- Have I ſtophed un the paſſage «{ the 
— w1iti» mine own budy ? By my will could I {o have duac , 

T ji 


This liberty.of our admirable Prelate amazed all 
the Council : and Maximas, who never thought 
that a Prieſt in the heart of his State,in the middeſt 
of his Legions, in the preſence of his C ourt, could 
have the courage to tell him, that which he would 
never endure to hear in his Cabinet, commanded 
him ſpeedily to depart from the Court, All thoſe 
who were friends of the holy man , adviſed him to 
be watchful upon the ambufhes and treaſon of 


ould account all youy objettions as a glory tome. But you ge, Aſaximns, who forind himfelt much galled , burhe 


your ſelf ſent the Count Viſor, whom I met at Mentz. t0ireat 
of peace : wherein bath Valentinian deceived you, if he have 
granted the peace, which you demanded of him? In whatbuh 
the Count Bauton played falſe with you, wnleſs you term it 
deceit to be faithful to bis Maſter ? In what have I beeviled 
you ? Was it theawhen you ſaid, that Valentinian need not 
put me 10 the trouble of this Embaſſage, butgoRe himſelf in per = 
ſon, as a ſon to hu father; and that Ifeeely anſwer: d you, 
There was no-l kelybaod to ſee a Princeſs, widyw of a great 
Emperou7, to put ber [elf into the way with her ſon, teader of 
age, and feeble of body, to paſs the Alpes in extremities of 
winter : and that as i che childe, whom you diſfiied onelyto 
(ee, the mother ſo much affefted bim.ſhe could in no ſort ſuffer 
bim to be ſeparated from her. Is not this the anſwer was given 
to-your Embaſſadour in the City of Milan,vben 1 was then pre= 


full of confidence in God, put himſelf on the way, 
and wiſhed Yalextinian to treat no otherwiſe with 
AMaximus,but as with a covert enemy,which did af- 
terward appear moſt rrue. But 7zſtiza the Empreſs, 
thinking S. Ambroſe had been over-violent,ſent up- 
on a third Embaſſage Domnin, one of her Counſel. 
lours, who, deſirous to ſmooth the affairs with ſer- 
vile fweetneb, thruſt them upon deſpair of remedy. 


The 


| Part 2, 
ſent with you ? 11 hat deceit fnde you tn this proceeding ? Did 1 
ever promiſe you the coming of the Emperour, and have I ſailed 
you #n my faith? Have I diverted your Troups ? Have I 
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The perſecution of $, Ambroſe raiſed by the 
Empreſs Juſtina, 

Ly, TE may well ſay there is ſome Fury,which be- 

witcheth the ſpirits of men in theſe lamenta- 


ble innovations of pretended Religions, ſince we 
behold effeRs to ariſe which paſs into humane paſ- 
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which ever have much power over a young ſpirit : 
ſo that the Emperour perſwaded by this Syres,, ſenc 
to ſeek S. Ambroſe, and declared unto him, that for 
the good of his State, and peace of his people, it was 
in agitation to accommodate hs "x4 er 
Mother, and thoſe of her Sect, with a Church in 
Ablan, 

At this word S. Ambroſe roared like a Lion,which 
made it zppear he never would yield to the exccuti- 


ſions, not by an ordinary way. Scarcely could 7- ro on of ſuch requeſts, The people of Ailan,who ho- 


ſtina the Emprels freely breath air , being , as ſhe 
chought, delivered from the Sword of Afaximny, 
which hung over ber head , ried to a filken thred, 
when forthwith ſhe diſpoyled her ſelf furiouſly, to 
perſecute the author of her liberry. O God, whar 
a dangerous beaſt is the ſpirit of a woman, when 
it is unfurniſhed of reaſon, and armed with power |! 
It is able to create as many monſters in eſſence, as 
fantaſie can form in painting. ſomes delired the ſa. 
'vage Bull ſhould have eysover his horns, and not 
herns over his eys. But 7 »ſtina at that rime had bra- 
zen horns to gore a Prelate, having eys neither a- 
bove, nor beneath, to conſider whom ſhe (truck. 
Authority ſerved as a Sergeant to her paflion, and 
the Sword of Monarchs was employed to fatisfie the 
deſperate humours of a woman ſurprized with er- 
rour,and inebriated with vengeance. Saint Ambroſe 
like a Sun darted rays on her, and ſhe as the Atlan- 
tes, who draw their bow againſt this bright Star,the 


noured their Prelate as the lively image of the 
world's Saviour , when they once perceived thar 
V alcntinian had ſuddenly called him, and rl:at ſome 
ll affair was in hand : they left their houſes, and 
came thundering from all parts to the Palace, wher- 
at 7aſtins was ſomewhat aſtoniſhed, fearing there 
was ſome plot in it, and ſo inſtantly Boris, br the 
Captain ot che Guard to go out and diſperſe the 
rude multitude, which he did, and preſenting him- 


20 ſelf with the moſt reſolute ſouldiers, he found no 


armed hands to reſiſt him, but huge troups of peo- 
ple,which ftrerched our their necks and cried alond, 
They Would dye for the defence of their Faith, aud 
Pa$tonr. 

Theſe out-cries proceedings from men affright- 
ed, terrified the youpg Emperour , and ſceing the 
Captain of his Guards could uſe no other remedy, 
he beſought $. Ambroſe to ſhew himſelf to the peo- 
ple, ro mollifie them, and promiſe, that for the bu- 


heart of the world, ſhot back again Arrows of oblo- 3o lineſs now treated, which was to allow a C hurch to 


Herod. ib, QUY. As women well inftrutted and zealous in mat- 
4. Solem 0. ter of Religion, are powerful to advance the Chri- 


nientem exo 
ECTANIHY. 


peſtilent dorine, they are capritious to preſerve 

their own chymera's. The Miſtreſſes of So/omon, af- 

ter they had cauſed their beauties to be adored, 

made their Idols to be worſhipped : ſo ſting, 

when ſhe had gained credit as the Mother of the 

Emperour, and Regent in his minority,endeavour- 
— was paſſionate , that the Sword of diviſion might 
paſs through the ſides of her own ſon into the 
heart of the Empire. 

The Ariaxs had in the Eaſtern parts been ill in- 
treated under the Empire of Theodoſius , and many 
of them were fled to Alan under the condudt of a 
falſe Biſhop, a Scythian by Nation, and named 
Auxentiis, as their head,but who for the hatred the 
people of Milan bore to this name of Auxentins, 
cauſed himſelt ro be called Afercurinas. 

He was a crafty and confident man, who havin 
infinuated himſelf into the opinion of the Empreſs, 
failed not to pracure by all poſſible means, the ad- 
vancement of his Se&,and did among other things, 
very impudently demand a Church in the City of 
Milan, for the exerciſe of Arianiſm. 

7ſtina, who in her own hands held the foul of 
ber ſon Valentinian as a ſoft piece of wax , gave it 
ſuch figure as beſt pleaſed her , and being very cun- 


Faſting an 


cArian de- 
mandeth a 
Church n 
Atlans 


which ſhe did not ever colour with ſome fair jpre- 
rext, to dazle the eys of a childe. She declared unto 
him , that the place ſhe poſſeſſed near his perſon, 
well deſerved to have a Church in Milay, wherein 
ſhe might ſerve God according to the Religion 
which ſhe had profeſſed from her younger days,apd 
that it was the good of his State, peacefully to en- 
terrain every one in the Religion he ſhould chooſe 
ſince it was the proceeding of his father Yalentinian, 


ſtian cauſe , ſo when they once have ſucked in any 


the Hererticks, never had thoſe concluſions been de- 
creed, nor would he ever permit them. S. Ambroſe 
appeared, & as ſoon as he began to open his mourh, 
the people were appeaſed, as it rhey had been char. 
med wich his words : whereupon che Emprefs grew 
very jealous, ſeeing with the arms of ſanRtiry, do- 
crine, and eloquence, he predominated over this 
multirude, as the winds over the waves of the Sea. 
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A while after to lefſen the great reputation of $. $:ranze 


ed to countenance the Arias Set , wherein ſhe 40 Ambreſe, ſhe determined to oppoſe her Auxentiss 


conference 


ET : ; pretenged 
againſt him 1n a publick diſputation: and though ſhe be ric 
in ker own conſcience well underſtood , that he in Emp*<l- 


knowledge was much inferiour to $S. Ambroſ+, not- 
withſtanding ſhe reputed him impudent enough,and 
a great talker, to ſtupifie weak judgments. «he per- 
{waded her ſelf, that of two things one would hap. 
pen, either that Saint Ambroſe retuſing diſpuration, 
would leave ſome fuſpicion of hisinability, or, ac- 
ceping 17, engage his authority. This powerful wo- 


5o man, unable io bow Heaven, reſolved to ſtir Hell. 


She obtained a Mandat from theEmperour her fon, 
by which it was enjoyned to S. Ambreſe, to be on a 
day nominated at the Palace, to confer in his pre- 
ſence upon points of Religion againſt Arxentivs, 
on this condition, that Judges ſhould be appointed 
for both parts, to decide their difference, The Tri- 
bune Dalmatins was the bearer of this Mandar,who 
wiſhed S. Ambroſe by word of mouth.chat he ſhould 
haſten to name the Judges, which he intended to 


ning, there was not any thing ſo unreaſonable, 60 choole tor his party : and that A»xentizs had airea- 


dy nominated his, who were allPagans,to take away 
thereby the ſuſpicion which might be framed againſt 
thoſe of his Set, He cauſed alſo certain words i. 
lently to ſlip from him by the ſubrilty of Z-ftiza,by 
the which he adviſed him handſomly to eſcape, and 
90 whither be woven: good , if he would not ac- 
cept of this challenge. S. Ambroſe had a ftrange hor- 
rour upon this Mandar, ſeeing how the cunning of 
a paſhonate woman, and the impudence of a 


which ſhe by experience knew had well ſucceeded -;q ſhameleſs Heretick tyrannized over the feeble ſpi- 


with him, 
To this ſhe added the blandiſhments of a Mother, 


rit of an Infant, inforcing him to demand this hate- 
ful Conference, which ſeemed to be permitted for 


nothing, 
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nothing, but to expoſe the venerable Myſteries of 
ourReligion tothe ſcorn of Pagans. He would by no 
means go to the Palace to excuſe himſelf, fearing he 
might ſeem to transfer a cauſe meerly :ccleliaſtical, 
to a Prince's Court : but he madea grave anſwer 
to the Emperour, which is now extant in his works, 
where among other things, the Arias condemning 
bis refuſal, and taxing him of contumacy for giving 
occaſion of jealouſfic to the Emperour , upon the 
over-great authority of $. Ambroſe,, he faith : 
SACRED MAJESTY, He that accuſe'h my reſuſat 
of contumacy, accnſeth the law of your fither of injuſtice. 
He, who was a man moſt accompliſped in arms and great af- 
fairs, who figned bis faith with the ſeal of bis conflancy, and 
the wiſdom of his Counſels by the happineſs of b1s State, ever 
witneſſed both by his words and Ediew, that it appertamed 
to none but Biſhops to judge of Biſhops. You, who xe tender of 
aze, litile experienced, uay, « Catechument in faith, will judge 
of myſteries, which you have not yet learned. 1f this ſeem 
reaſonable unto you, the laitie may hereafter mount into the 
Chair, and have thoſe for their flock, whom they bave bad 
for their Paſtours, which can never be don but by perverting 
the order of this Univerſe, God forbid I ſhould chooſe Judges 
of the laity, to make them either Prevaricatours of faith, or 
Viftims of the vengeance of our enemics. It ſufficeth me to 
leave my life therein, which 1 ſo lang have conſecrated tothe 
defence of the Church, and not engage others inthe peril. 1 hold 
the faith of the Nicene Councel, from which nei:ber the Sword 
nor death ſhall ever ſeparate me. 1 am readyto defend it at 
the Church, aot in the Court, where never had I been, but for 
you; and whereof I better love not to know the cuſtoms, then 
learn the cuaning. AS concerning this which 1 hear, that your 
Majeftic offerth me peaceably to retire where I ſhall think 
good; God bimſelf knows with bow much endeavour I avoided 
the burihen, your fathey himſelf of glorious memo'y, laid on 
my ſhoulders : Now I cannot with freedom diſcharge my ſelf 
in conſcience, (inte the Biſhons, my aſſociates, crie out aloud 
unto me, that it were one and the [an crime in my perſon, ei- 
ther to leave or betray the Altars. 


?«ſtina , much moved with the liberty of theſe 
words, complained in her Palace , that among ſo 
many Legions, there could not bea man found fo 
fairhful, as ro deliver her from the importunities of 
'a Prieſt, promiſing offices and ſingular favours in 
Court, to any that would lead him into exile, 

One named Enuthymins offered himſelf, who having 
purpoſely hired a houſe near to the Church, provi- 
deda Coach well furniſhed to carry away $S. Am- 
broſe at his coming from Divine Service , but neyer 
was it poſlible for him to perform his promiſe , by 
reaſon of the great preſs of the people, which perpe- 
tually invironed their Paſtour. But much otherwiſe: 
this miſerable undertaker, the year circumyolving, 
the fame day wheron he reſolved to execute his de- 
ſign upon the holy man, after he had ſhamefully 
been diſgraced, was baniſhed, and carried away in 
the ſame Coach he had prepared for $. Ambroſe , as 
it is ſaid, Peri/las Authour of Phalarzs bis Bull, was 
the firſt that handſelled it : and H»gh Ambrict who 
cauſed the Baſtille ro be built, was the firſt that went 
into it in the quality ofa Priſ.ner, there to cnd his 
days. Another named Caligcxnins, a Groom of the 
Chamber to the Emperour, threatened S. Ambroſe 
to cut off his head with his own hands, the holy man 
anſwered : If God permit thee to execute What thos 
ſayeſt, thou will att but what Eunnachs do , and I ſhall 
exdure that which ordinarily the Biſhops (ſuffer. 

Some time after, as if Heaven had fought againſt 
the Prelate's enemies, this wicked man, although an 
Eunuch, being accuſed of ſome impurity by a Cur- 
rezan, paſſed the dint of the Sworgywbic be would 


have drawn againſt his Biſhop, Int 


end, the Em- 


preſs reſolved to play out the reſt ofher Game,and 
exerciſe the whole extent of her power. She obrtain- 
ed bloody Edits, which ſhe her ſelf made to fatisfie 
her own paſſion.She armed her A#sxentixs,as the in- 
ſtrument of her fury. She cauſed it to be publiſhed 


The Prelate. 


aloud, that all Eccleſiafticks, who would not deliver 
the Church which was in queſtion,ſhould be held as 
criminals of treaſon. She cauſed Squadrons of inſo.. 
lent ſouldiers to run up anddown the {treets,and caft 
terrour into the minds of the moſt confident. That 
was the time,whenthe bruit of peril wherein $, Ams- 


broſe was, being ſpred through the City,univerſally 


drew all the people to the Church, each one endea- 
vouring to make a bulwark for him ot his own body, 


10 and never forſake him either day or night.Tribunes 


and Captains were diſpatched to him, who fignified 


theEmperours pleaſure, which conſiſted of threeAr- 


ticles. The firit was, he ſhould ſpeedily deliver the 
holy Veſlels,& all the moveables of che Church The 
ſecond, be ſhould leave the place queſtioned, in the 
Empreſſe's d.ſpoſe. The third, that in all haſt he muſt 
£0 ut of Milan,and that he ſhould have free liberty 
to travel whither be pleaſed, The Biſhop made an- 
ſwerThat theſe bolyViſſels were the inheritance of Jeſus Chriſt, 


20 and as the Emperor bad not abandoned the ſlate of hu Ance- 
ſtowrs to Tyrants, ſo Ambioſe would never betray the patyims- 


ny of his Mafler. were gold and ſilver demanded, which were 
bu own propreetics be would make no difficultie to afford them; 
but as for the goods of 'he Church, they were Sacred pledges 
which the Emperour had no right to requiie, nor be ro give; 
Then, for the Church demanded, #t was thr houſ: of God, which 
his Predeceſſours Dionylus, Euſtorgius, Myrocles, and others 
bad couragionfly defended and — ved, not to be profaned by 
Arians, but reverenced by Catholicks. Mo: cover, fir that rhich 
concerned bis baniſhment, it was a thing now incompatible 


- With bu life, for be more fea-ed God, who had givin bim thus 
30 charge; then the EmPperonuy who would take it away; and that 


if Valentinian were able '0 do that which an ex orbit ant powey 
permitted, Ambroſe was bent on his pat 0 ſuffer whatſoever 
a good Paſtour ought to endure for bis Flock; yea, ſhould his 
bodie be torn peace-m:al under the Rack of perſecution, yet his 
[pirir ſhould remain faſt fixed to the Altar, 

The Hiſtory of the Vine of Naberh was then read 
inthe Church,and one part of it, which there paſſed 
in figure, was here expreſſed in verity.The denial of 
S. Ambroſe being reported in the Palace, the ſouldi- 
ers bad commandment to invade the Church on e. 


49 very (ide, like a Town beſieged. Never was a ſpe- $,c,nge 
acle beheld more intermingled with terrour and ſpeQtacte. 


piety. The Church of A/an was then as a Taberna- 
cle of the Lord ofhoſts,which marched between the 
Battalions, under the conduct of the burning Pillar, 
There was nothing without but Souldiers, Lances, 
Pikes, and Swords , within, but Prayers, Sermons, 
Hymns and Canzonets. One while this admirable 
Prelate offered Sacrifice at the Altar, with great et- 
fuſion of tears : then he mounted into the Chair,to 


JO incourage and conſolate the people; preſently he 1n- 


rroduced the ſymphony of Pſalms,anon he gave an- 
ſwers to the Emperour's Deputies, He travelled in- 
defatigably,and appeared as another Zadas Adacha- 
bews,lometimes in the head, ſomtimes in the rear,& 
ſometimes in the midft of the Army. He was in his 
C burch like the Patriarch Nee in his Ark, confident 
in perils, peaceable in rempeſls, immoveable in all 
violences conſpired to his ruine. The people by his 
example.in che tumult of the whole City , and de- 


o luge of roaring waters, were in this Tabernacle of 


peace, as if they had injoyed the antipaſts of Hea- 
ven. All were divided by companies to pray and 
watch, as in Heaven the Quires of Angels. 

The good Mother of S. Augrſtine was then by , 
chance in Milan very far ingaged in the buſineſs, for 
the was a Afary ſiſter of Moſes,who ſerved asan ex- 
ample to all other women. At that time it was, when 
God more and more to' comfort his faithful crea- 
tures, diſcovered to S. Ambroſe the ſacred bodies of 


70 S.Gervaſius and Protaſims,who heretofore had been 


martyr'd for the faith, When the holyReliques were 
ſeen ro be drawn out of Vaults ſtill bloudy, every 
one was inflamed with an incredible zeal for de- 

fence 
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fence of Religion , much like the Elephants ih the 
book of Macha:c:,who were ſtirred up at the ſight 
of the juice of prapes.There was nothing bur lights, 
muſical conſorts, exultations, and triumphs, 

The miſerable Empreſs, who cauſed all things that 
paſſed,to be hourly related unto her,was now come 
co the condition of rage. Nothing was heard in the 
City but prohibitions, menaces, penalties,chains,and 
impriſonments. in the end, the Provoſt was ſent to 
Saint Ambroſe, to perſwade him, that he ar the leaſt 
would aliow a Church in the ſuburbs,ro fatisfie 7 «- 
ftina,and appeaſe the ſedition. The people prevent- 
cd bis anſwer, and cried out aloud, that could not be 
done. S. Ambreſe ſtretched our his hands,and ſhew- 
ed his neck, ſignifying he was ready to receive Fet- 
ters and Swords, yea, to be ſacrificed on the Altar, 
rather then deliver up the Altar, They went totake 
the Church in the ſuburbs by force : the people ran 
thither to ſtand upon the defence thereof, The Em- 


The Prelate. 


ing uſe of the innocent ſpirit df her ſon, and autho« 
rity of the Empire to ſatisfy het revenge, God raiſed 
an accident which made her think of other matters, - 

Domnix,her goodly Ambaſſadour, who departed 
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from. AMMaximnus loaden with preſents and fair 


words, little thinking thereof, was preſently waited 
on by an army ef the Tyrant, who had in him as 
much feryour as fire, and more infidelity then ice, 
So ſuddenly fell he upon Jraly , that it was agreat 


10 chance be had not taken the- mother and her young 


ones upon the Neft. All which che Empreſs 7»ftina 
could do,was ſpeedily to fave her ſelf with her ſons 
and daughters , to fet ſayl on the Sea, and paſs to 
T heſſalonica , a City of Greece, mnch renowned, 
wereit but in S. Pax!'s Epiſtles. | 
Maxim finding no reſiſtance, flowed like 4 
Torrent over the fair fields of 7raly, and made fu- 
rious havock , though to take away the blemiſh of 
the blood of the Emperour Gratia», and to gain 


ial Enſigns thereon already fixed, in fign of poſ- 20 the reputation of a good Prince, he ſhewed in the 


efſion, were abuſed,even by little children, 

It is a ſtrange thing that Heaven, Earth, and all 
the Elemetits, men, and women, great, and ſmall, 
noble,and ignoble,ranged themſelves on $. Ambroſe 
ſide. Yea, the ſouldiers themſelves who were ſent 
to take poſſefſion of the Church where the holy 
man was, entered therein, which at the beginning 

ave occaſion of much terrour to the moſt timorous; 
ut they lifting up their peaceable hands, cried our 


end ſome moderation. 


Itis verily a miracle of God, that he having been 
treated with by S: Ambroſe with ſo much liberty, as 
we have faid before,8holding ſtill the bloudy ſword 
in the ruines of 7raly, in atime when he might have 
done any thing which his paſſion dictated he fo bri- 
dled himſelf,chat he not only abſtained from wrong- 
ing the holy Prelate, but for his ſake uſed the whole 
Territory of 24i/as with the more humanity. It 


aloud. They were come to pray with the Catholicks, 3o ſeemed, the City of Afilan under the influences of 


and not exerciſe violence on any man, letting alſo 
the Emperour know, that the Church belonged to 
bim, as to a Catholick Emperour, there he ſhould 
pray, there receive favours from above, there be in 
the Communion of true Chriftians.If it appertained 
to Hereticks, it would no longer be.a place where 
the Emperour ſhould feed on the Lamb,whichis ne- 
yer eaten bnt inthe true Church, His wicked mo. 
ther ccaſed not to bewitch his minde, and breath in 


its Paſtour, bad tbevirtue of thoſe ſacred Forrſis, 
which tamed Wolves : It tied up the throat of a ra- 
venous Wolf, and made him court his prey, Yet. 
though ſhe were without peril,ſhe was nor void of 
fear ſeeing ſo many armed troups round about her 

and ſmelling the ſmoak of thoſe fires which waſted 
her neighbours. Then was the time, when the admi- 
rable Biſhop aRed things likewiſe worthy of his 


perſon. For,all the Citizens wavering,8& almoſt rea» 


bis ©::*, that Ambroſe aimed at his Stat&: for which 40 dy to leave the City deſolate, to fave their lives, he 


cavic a Commiſſary was diſpatched to the Biſhop, 
who roundly told him, he only defired to know one 
thing of him, Whether he would uſurp the Em- 
pire, to the end he might hereafter be treated with- 
all, as with a Tyrant. 

S. Angproſe made anſwer, That ba tyranny was iafirmity, 
and his aymS prayers and teais, which made him powerful be- 
fore God. That heretofore Prieſts had givin Kingdoms, but 
not uſurped them. That there were ſome Emperours, who had 
deſired Prieſtbood,but that Biſhops never bad aſpired 9 Crowns. 


by his eloquence and authority held them back fo 
well, that he ſeemed ro have enchained them. The 
ſcenrge (faith he) proceedeth from eur diſcrders : let 
let us ceaſe to fin, and God will give over to afflifÞ us.1t 


Ambroſ. 
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ts a folly to fly from your country. If you aefire to be Prudence 


[afe, fly from your fins. The arms of Maximus will 
ave no power over bulwarks of [anttity. 

Beſides, as it is ſaid, he is bad, who is good for none 

bur bimaſelf, the charitable Prelate, not conteng to 


That Prieſts bad often felt the ſword of Tyrants, but Ty-an's FO conſolate and confirm his own, bur ſeeing that all 


themſelves bad not at ante time ſeen the ſword of Prieſts uzſhea- 
thed againſt them, Let Maximus be ashed, whether he were 
a Tyraut, for be was very well able to make relation of ſtrange 
things. His tyrannie was t0 ſerve the Emperour at the Altar, 
and to be ſacrificed, if God ſuffer, in ſerving him. | 
It well appeared this was to run his head againſt a 
rock, to think of ſuch an affair. The Emperour fear- 
ing to engage his authority any further, by the ad- 
viſe of ſome good Counſellours, gently ſtruck ſayl, 
leaving all matters whole and entire. S. Ambroſe 


Italy was filled with extreme miſeries, not only 
ſpent all the means which he had to comfort them, 
but employed therein the very gold and filver Veſ- 
fels of rhe Church , for which cauſe the Ariaxs 
ſought occafion to calumniate him, diſpoſing them- 
ſelves tocondemn virtues, ſince they could tinde no 
vice to lay hold on. 


The holy man anſwered, that which he afterward couch- 
ed -n his offices, 1t i the cffeft of a moſt aident charity to 


who then in the Church explicated the Hiſtory of 6o compo ſſionate the miſeries of our neighbours, and to ard them 


7Zonas, much wondered, how the tempeſt being cea- 
ſed,he in an inſtant came out of the Whale's belly. 


The fifthteenth SE C T 1 0N. 
Maximus paſfeth into Italy. 


YV Ou need but to caſt a little earth abroad to 
ſcatter an army of Ants, to break their Qeco- 
nomy and ſport, making them rather to think upon 
flighr, then the pleaſure of their pillage.So whil'Q7u- 


ſtina with the Arians was ſtill employed in riors, and 7® 


praQtiſes, how to be #cyenged on S. Ambroſe, mak- 


according to our power, yea, above our power. 1 rather chooſe 
herein to be accuſed of prodigality, then inhnmanity : there 58 
ao fault more pardonable, then that of bountie It uw a 
ftrange thing to finde men ſo cruel, as to be troubled, when they 


ſee a man redeemed from dea:b, an honeſt woman delivered ſrom 


the wiol:nce of Barbarians, w'11ch i worſe then death, or poor 
foi [aken infants, drawn f. om the contagion of Idols, which they 
are forced to adot&fwith menaces of death. Let our cnemies 
murmur as long as they pleaſe, but I more affeft to keep ſouls 
for God, then to treaſure up gold, , 

Whileſt all tbis paſſed in 1taly,T heodofrs came ta 
OT and her children at Theſſalozica,, who 
failed not to preſent all their complaints,and ſolicice 


and Cha» 
rity of $, 
Ambroſe, 


office. lib, 


I, cap. It. 
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him to undertake the war 1 ann Maximus. But he fufine: 
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therein at firſt ſhewed himſelf very cold , infomuch 
that ( not to diſguiſe the truth partly touched in 
Z«*{mns)althongh Theodoſins was a very par Cap- 
rain, as one who arrived to the Empire by his own 
merit, notwithſtanding ſeeing his fortune now at 
the height, he was pleaſed to take the repoſe and 
delights bf the Court under the ſhadow ot his own 
palms, and not conteſt again with any man, fearing 
the hazard of wars, and che ſlippery foot of feliary.. 


Moreover Maximas,who deted the force of all the 10 


world, played the fawning dog before him,and ſent 
expreſs Ambaſſadours to draw bim to ſome agree- 
ment, This ſo wrought, that when the offended 
Empreſs ſounded an alarm, Theodoſins endeavoured 
to pacifie her with fair promiſes and good hopes, 
ſaying, Nothing muſt be precipitated , that Aaxi- 
ws would become dutiful , that ic was better to 
give him ſome bone to gnaw on peaceably , than 
enkindle a war which would never be extinguiſhed, 


but with rivers of humane bloud. But the Lady inft- ,g 


nitely vexed, purſued this affair with all extremity, 
and was much diſpleaſed to ſee, that he who held all 
his advancement trom her husband, her ſelf, and 
her children, ſhewed ſome remiſneſs in ſo urgent a 
neceſſity. She bethought her ſelf of an excellent ſtra.. 
tagem, which was, to enflame the war with the fire 
of love. The Emperour T h:od-fns had loſt his wife 
Placilla, & was much erclined to a ſecond marriage, 

?uſtina, who heretofore had enjoyed the ſhort 


tyranny of beauty, making two Emperours Afax- 30 


entias, and Valentiniax the elder,triburary thereun+ 
to, was no longer in ſeaſon to afford that which 
might eaſily win T heedofins £ but ſhe had a daugh- 
ter, named Galla,then in che flower of her age.and 
a perfe& image of the mother ; ſhe determined to 
pierce this man by the arrow of the eye of this Prin- 
ceſs, which was moſt calily done, for ſhe took her 
along with her, to diſſolve this beart of ice, andca- 
ſting her ſelf at his feer, humbly beſought him by 
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world's Empire. Never was their a more proſpe- 
rous war. |t ſeemed the Argels of Keaven led the 
Emperour by the band : ard that the blood of Gra- 
tian (0 traiterouſly ſhed, raiſed Furies in the Camp 
of Maximns.The encounter of the two Armies was 
at Siſſia,where thoſe of the contrary party account- 
ed themſelves ſtrong, having the river tor bulwark, 
which ſeparated them from approaches, terrible to 
their treachery. But the brave fould:ers of Theods- 


fn, nothing amazed,alchough already much weari. 


ed,and all duſty with the long journey they had ta- 
ken, laying hold of occaſion by the forelock ſpeedily 
paſled the river,and furiouſly charged the enemy, 
Theſe wicked men were ſo aitoniſhed to ſee 
themſelves ſurprized by ſuch an action of courage, 
that ſo ſoon as they bad taken a view of them, they 
turned their backs. LMaximns , bardy for a black 
miſchief,and remiſs in a field of battel, ſhamelully a- 
bandoned his Army: inſtantly the earth was covered 
with bodies, the riyer filled with bloud, and good 
ſucceſs reſerved a part to the clemency of theyuRor, 
T hreds (is purſued his fortune, and grapling with 
Aarceltings , who was no abler man then his bro- 
ther, defeated him, returning now very freſh from 
the victory he bare away in the firſt battel, And as 
at the ſame time he had notice that Aaximns was 
retired into Aquilcia,he,who deſired rocut away the 
root of war, went thither with bis Army to beliege 
it. The juſtice of God fought powerfully againſt this 
Cain,and the time was come,in which with his bloud 
he muit waſh che ſpots of his crime, God, who in 
puniſhments holderth ſorne contormity with the ſin, 
would, that as tiiis miſerable creature bad ſtirred the 


\ military men againſt his Prince , he ſhould be be- 


trayed by the {ame ſouldiers,in whom he had all his 
hopes repoſed. It is a ſtrange thing, that theſe people 
abborringthe wickedneſs of this man, took, ſeized, 
and ſhametully diſpoyled him of the very habili- 
ments and marks of Emperour, which he had arro« 


the ſervice he heretofore had vowed to the houſe of go ated to bitaſelf., then tying and binding bim like a 


reat Valentiniay, by the ruine of her Orphans,and 
by the blood of poor deceaſed Gratian » whom he 
had aſſociated inEmpire,to take the matter in hand, 
In the ſame proportion as ſhe uttered thoſe words 
with great fervour, the daughter compoſed her ſelf 
to weep with a good grace,and even as tears in ſuch 
perſons have a ſtrong ſpur in them, Theodoſins be- 
holding her, felt the wound of T»rn«s,when he be- 
held Zavinia, in the like caſe. He quickly took the 
Empreſs and her daughter up, promiſing all aflt- 
farce, and from that time plainly diſcovering that 
he was powerfully touched. He alſo failed notin 
few days to requireGalla in marriage, which the 
mother promiled him, as ſoon as ſhe had irreyoca. 
bly engaged him in the war ſhe pretended. The 
marriage was baftily enough ſolemnized, and from 
the feſtival Hall they paſſed into the field: of Mars. 
Maximns,who ſaw Theodoſins entertained bis Am- 
baſſadours with words, not giving ihem any abſo- 


Galley-flaye, they preſented him to Theodoſans. 

It was the greateſt extremity of unhappineſs 
which might betal him, ro ſay, that in ſtead of mea- 
ſuring with his dead body the place be ſhould have 
defended living with his Sword in hand, he was uſed 
as a King diſ-arrayed, to let him be ſeen by all the 
world as a ſpeRtacle of infamy. 

T h:odoſuns beholding him fo humbled, had ſome 


pity of him, and reproaching him with his treache- 


o Ty, demanded, who cauſed him to enterprize this 


Tragedy ? He being a Coward and a flatterer, an- 
ſwered in ſo humble terms, that he diſcovered to 
have had this belief, that his deſign no whic diſplea- 
ſed his Majeſty : in- other things excuſing himſelf 
with great ſubmiſſion, and making it appear,he was 
a true lover of life. He never had ſo good an opinion 
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of his wickedneſs,as to hope for an ordinary death, ,;, qeay. 
yet ſceing the Emperour changed colour,and ſpake mer is: 
to him ina ſweeter tone, he was in ſome hope to ob- 274.” 


nus fertuy 


lute anſwer, much doubted the affair , and bent his 6 tin lite, when the enraged ſouldiers haled bim, and a4 woten 
tore him in pieces : or, as others have written, delj. Pcarus. 


whole force upon defence.He did all which humane 
prudence may, that hath not the eys of God. He 
ſet his Good may, the furtherer of all his treacheries, 
to Sea, commanding him to guard the Archi-pela- 
gus with a great Fleet, On the other part, he gave 
commiſſion to his brother Afarceltinns to keep pal- 


_ age of the Alps with a ſtrong Army .__ Re himlſclt 


with the moſt refolved troups deſcended into Scla- 
venia, to prevent his enemy. 


vered him to the hang-man,who cur off his head. 
Ar the ſame time Theodeſius diſpatched Count Ar- 
begaſtus to ſeize on his ſon, who was a young child, 


as yer bred under the wing of his mother , whom 


AMaximus cauſed to be called theY5ferio5,and had 


already declared him Ceſar, when ſuddenly he was 
taken and maſſecred, to accompany his father. 


the Good man, his Admiral, underſtanding the ge- 


T heodeſins advertiſed of all this, after he had moſt po neral diſcomfiture of affairs , voluntarily drowned 


particularly invoked the aſſiſtance of the God of 
tofts,he put himſelfon the way to caſt the lot of the! 


himſelf, preventing the hand of a hang- man which 
would not have failed him, but all the water in the 
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Sea was not ſufficient to waſh away the ſtain of his 
Maſter's blood from his ſoul,fince the ecernal flames 
neyer can free it, 

Behold the iſſue of Maximar, atter the rapine 
of four or five years, Behold to what the defigns of 
the wicked tend , who under pretext of Religion, 
ſeek the advancement of their temporal affairs, Be- 
hold to whac bypocriſies and goodly humane poli- 
cies, which make uſe 0z God as a mask for their 
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On the other (ide,the young Emperour who was 
jealous of his authority, ſeeing tharc through his 
prefumpcion he cook too much upon him, he in all 
occaſion ſought to depreſs him, which the other ill 
digeſted : bur he, continuirg in this arroganc 2nd 
harſh diſpoſition, Valextizian violently moved, did 
reſolve to be rid of him. Behold why one day, as 
Arbogaſtus approached to hisThrone to do him re. 
verence, he looked awry on him, ard gave him a 


wickedneſs, are finally reduced. Behold a ſtroke of 10 Ticket, by which he declared him a man diſgraced 


thunder, which hath left nothing on earch behinde 
it, but noiſe and ſtench. O bealtial and bewitched 
men, who having ſo good leflons of the juſtice of 
God, written with the bloud and ſweat of ſo many 
miſerable Sacritices', purſue ſtill the ranks , to be 
companions of the like misfortunes. 

Saint Ambroſe is much glorified for treating with 
this man, who deceived ſo many others,as with one 
excommunicate, unwilling co be ſo much as ſaluted 


and deprived oi his charge. He furious,as aDog who 
biceth the ſtone thrown at him,afcer hc had read the 
Ticker, tore it in pieces in the prefence of the Em- 
perour through extreme impudency, and cried out 
aloud : Tor gave me-net the charge which I hold,nor ts 
it in yorrr power to take it from me. This he ſpake,pre- 
ſuing of ſupport from the ſouldiers,whom he had 
ever elteemed. From this day forward he ceaſed not 
ro make his diſtalts appear, and to bend his ſpirit to 


by bim , who vowed ſo many ſervices at his feet , 20 2 miſchievous revenge. 


and freely fore-telling the miſery ſhould beial him, 


if he appeaſed not the celeſtial vengeance with a 
ſincere repentance. 


The ſixteenth. Sg CT 1 0N. 
The afflition of S. Ambroſe upon the death 


of V alentinian. 


Hoſoever hath ſaid, that Scepters are made 


There was by misfortune at that time in the 
Court one named Exgenius, who was accounted a 
witty man, but cold and timcrous, that heretofore 
had proteſſed Rhetorick,and acquired a good talent 
in ſpeaking. Arbogaſtns ſuppoſed his own boldneſs 
would make an excellent temper with the coldneſs 
of this man, and having a long time much confided 
inh:m, he made him an Overture to ſeize on the 
Empire, which ke at firſt refuſed, But the other ha- 


of glaſs, Crowrs of perfumed thorns,and the , g v:ng prowiſed him the death of Valentinian,and his 


ways of great men are all of ce, bordered with pre- 
Cipices, bath 11d no leſs then truth, Ir is verily a 
thing molt itrange, that the golden ſeelings of Pa- 
laces cremble over crowned heads, and that in the 
hear ot feajts, tbe hand of Heaven yi{ibly on the 
walls tigureth che ſentence of their death, In the 
mean time we deſperately love the vanities of the 
world: nothing is thought on, bur to fer our foot on 
men's throats, that we may 'he more eminently be 


Sword tor defence , gave conſent to a molt enor- 
mous aſſaſſinate. 

All men were amazed, that the poor Emperour in 
a fatal morning was found ſtrangled by the conſpi- 
racy of Exgenins and Arbogaſtas aided by theGen- 
tils, who deſired nothing bur the libertyof Paganiſm. 

This news brought a moſt ſenſible affliction upon 
S. Ambroſe, for the Emperour was aſſured, that the 
Biſhop came to Viewna, expreſly to entreat his re- 


ſeen, to draw the blood oi this Univerſe out of its 4 turn into 7raly, which having underſtood, he reck- 


veins, to cement up the ruines and tye our ſelves to 
a miſcrable world, which daily talleth apieces even 
in our own hands, The poor 7/alentinian was refto- 
red to the Throne by T — atrer the death of 
Maximus, and had only palit three or four years in 
pe? cetul rranquility, diſpoſing himſelf to good, ac- 
cording to the laticude of his own heart, and giving 
way to be wholly governed by the counſels ot Saint 
Ambroſe, whom he heretofore had perſecuted. 
W hen behold him taken away at the age of one and 


oned up the days,and expeRted his arrival with un- 
ſpeakable impatience. But $. Ambroſe, who would 
not by importunity thruſt himſelf into unneceflary 
affairs, as he through charity was unwilling co be 
wanting in neceſſary, having underſtood that the 
Emperour was daily upon his return, deferred this 
royage, which had been moſt requilite to hinder 
Arbogaſtuas, over whom he had a great power, Va- 
lent iniay advertiſed ofthis delay, wrote to him, and 
carneſtly preſſed him to come, adding, he meant to 


twenty years, by a horrible treaſon, which did, as « , receive Baptiſm at his hands, for he was as yet but a 


it were, mingle his blood with that of his brother 
Grattan. 

The good Prince paſſed into Fraxce, being then 
at Viezna near Lyons accompanied by the Count Ar- 
bogaſtxs,a French. man by Nation, who had lived till 
rhen,in ſingular good reputation , for he was a man 
of worth, having a wel-compoſed, body, a quick ſpi- 
rit,a generous behaviour , and much practiſe in the 
exerciſe of arms,which had fo digniticd him, that he 


Catechumen. The good Prelate baving received the 
Emperour's Letters, ſpeedily undercook the jour- 
ney, uſing all expedition, when at his coming to the 
Alps, he heard the deplorable death of che poor 
Prince, which made him return back again, and 
waſh (as he ſaith ) his own ſtepsin his proper tears, 
molt bitcerly every moment bemoaning the death 
of his deareſt Pupil. 

The Providence of God was very manifeſt in his 


held the prime place in the Empire, to the which he 6o death, for Yalentiviax was drawn from Empires of 


had rendered good ſervices. He was very well belo- 
ved by the fouldiers , for beſides his excellent parts, 
he bare an irreconcilable hatred to avarice and ap- 
peared (o little curious to enrich himſelf, that being 
ſo great a Captain as he was,he would be Maſter of 
no more then an ordinary ſoldier.” This ſeemed com- 
wmendable in him , but he was ſo deſperately proud 
and cholerick, rhat he would have all things carried 
according to his own counſels, r-uch offended with 


= af 70 
the leaſt contradiction,and accounting himſelf ſo ne- / 


ceſſary, that nothing could be done without him, 


the world in a time, when he ſeemed now tully ripe 
for Heaven, It is an admirable thing how the dire- 
ction of S. Ambroſe, whom in his later days he only 
affected, had meramorphoſed him into another man. 
In the beginning he was chought to be over-much 
delighred in journeys and horſe-races ; he ſo took 
away this opinion of him,that he would hardly per- 
mit theſe ſports in the great feſtival entertainments 
of the Empire. The Gentiles, who made obſerva- 
tions ON all his life, had nothing to reproach in him, 
but thathe exceſlively delighted inthe (laughter of 
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ſayage beaſts , whom he cauſcd to be taken and fed 
for his pleaſure, ſaying, it diverted him from cares 
of the Empire. He, to fatisfie all the world, cau ſed 
inſtantly all thoſe creatures to be killed, and diſpoſed 
himſelf to attend the affairs of his Council with fo 
good judgment , and ſo great reſolution, that be 
{zemed a Daricl in the midſt of the Aſſembly of E1- 
ders. Theſe envious people having watched him fo 
far, as to obſerve him at the table, objeRed,he an- 
ticipated the hour of his repalt, yet 
himſelf to abſtinence, that he was ſeen in feaſts ra- 
ther ſeemingly then efſcRually to eat: for ſomtimes 
in entertaining others he faſted, tempering devo- 
tion and charity with a ſingular diſcretion. Finally, 
ro give teſtimony of his intinite chaſtity, it was told 
him there was in Rowe a female Comedian, endow- 
ed with a ſingular beauty, having attraQtives which 
raviſhed all the Nobility. This underſtood, he de- 
puterh one expreſly to bring her to the Court : but 


they being pailionately in love with her, corrupted 20 


the meſſenger , ſo that he returned without doing 
any thing. The Emp?rour re-chargeth, and com- 
mandeth, that ſhe with all expedition ſhould be 
broughr,1t was ſo done, butſhe coming to theCourt, 
the moſt chaſt Emperour would not ſo much as only 
ſee her, but inſtantly ſent her back again , ſaying, 
That if he being a condition which gave him the 
means to ſitisfie all his pleaſures, and in an Ape 
which ordinarily uſerh to be very ſlippery in matter 


of vice, and which is more, not married, abſtained 3o 


from unlawful loves : his ſubje&ts might well do 
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whom this good Prince had ſo paſſionately Toved, that in 
conlideration of themyhe deferred his own marriage, fearing 
leſt the love of a wife might dimiriſh his charity towards 
them, the gocd Biſhop thus ſpake unto them : Myboly 
daughters, 1 will rot beieaze you of tears; this were tobe 
over ignorant in the 1eſſentmints of your bearts. 1 w.ſh that 
you bewail youy brother, but bemean him act as loſt, be ſh:ll 
live more then ever in your eys, in your bieaſts, in your bearts 
in your embracrm'nls, in your k ſs's, an your memorae, in your 
prate-s; nor ſhall any thng draw him from your though!s : 
but you ought now 10 conſider bimwith a quite otber viſage, 
he fo addifted 10 #9 as a man mortal, for whom you weie ever 1n fear, but as, 
an Ange! in whom you dread nothing : An A 
&lſs,?, comfort, and hold you day and night in ha protection, 


ſomewhat by his example. Never ſervant ( ſaith $. 
Ambroſe ) was more in the power of his Maſter, 
then the body of this Prince was under command of 
the ſoul , nor ever Cenſor more diligently exami- 
ned the aRions of others, then he his own. 

Though all theſe diſpoſitions infinitely much com- 
forted the holy Prelate, and namely, the deſire he 
expreſſed to receive Baptiſm two days before his 
death, asking every inſtant, if Biſhop Ambroſe were 40 
come: notwithſtanding his heart was transfixed to 
ſze him taken away ina time, when he went about 
co make himſelf moſt neceſſary for all the world. His 
death was generally bemoaned by all men, and 
there was not any, nay, not his enemies, which for 
him poured not out their tears. 

It 15 ſaid, that Galla bis ſiſter, wife of the Empe- 
rour T hecdoſous, at the news of his death, filled the 
Court with inconſolable lamentations, anddied in 
Child-bed,which came by exceſs of grief, for which 50 
T heedsſins was pitifully afflicted. 

The other ſiſters of the Prince, who were at Mi- 
lan ceaſed not to diſſolve into tears before the eys 

- of S. Ambroſe , who had no word more effeu- 
al ro comfort them, then the aſſurance that his faith 
and zeal had purified him , and the demand he made 
of Baptiſm had conſecrated him, to the end they 
ſhould no longer he in'pain with the eaſe of his ſoul. 

The good Biſhop took a moſt particular care of 


his obſequies and burial, where he made a Funeral 69 


Oration, found yet among his Works. Inthe end 
$ _ remembring his two Pupils : Go (faith he ) 0 you 
T the Mot baypie, gone as you ave 01t of the deſert of this wo: ld, dwell 
ſouls of his 20w in the everlaſting deligh's of God, umtcd in berven, as 
1wo pupils. you bave been on earth. 1f my prayers bave any force before 

God, Iwill not lit a dy paſs of my life, that I remember 

you not: 1 will aot make aprayer, wherein I in/crt no! the 

names of my deareſt Pupils, Gratian and Valentinian, 14 the 
ſilence of the night the apple of mine eys ſhall be waking, and ful 
of tears fur you, and as often as I approach to Altars,my ſacrs- 
fices ſhall mount toheauen in the odours of ſweetneſs. By my 


will (deareſt Children) if I could have given my life for yours, 7 Oper0ur, you will begin with the 


Tſhould have found conſolation for all my ſorrowes. Then 
turning himſelf to bis Siſters , thoſe mournful Turtles, 
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l, who w;l 


The ſeventeenth SECTION. 


The tyranny of Eugenius, and notable liberty 
of S. Ambroſe. 


N the mean while Zxgexias, drawn from the 

Schole to the Throne ot Monarchs, to ſerve as a 
ſpecious Game for the ſortune of the times, chan- 
geth his Ferula into a Scepter, and makes himſelf an 
Emperour, like the ice ot one night, The faithleſs 
man, who had been a Chriſtian, ſhutting up his eys 
then from all conſideration of piety, and only open- 
ing them tothe luſtre of this unexpected greatneſs, 
made himſelf an arm of Tow, forſaking the direi- 
on of God, to ſupport in humane policy, He put all 
his hope in the ſword of Arbogaſtus, and counſel of 
Flavianus, a Gentleman of prime quality,and much 
verſed in judicial Aſtrology, who promiſed him a 
golden fortune, if he would leave Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, to re-adyance the worſhip of falſe gods, to-« 
wards which Zxgexins, blinded with his preſump- 


tion, diſcovered great inclinations, 


He choſe the City of A4:/asy to begin the web of 
his wicked purpoſes, where $. Ambroſe did not de. 
ſire him, not through fear of his arms, bur for the 
horrour he had conceived of his Sacriledges. The 
falſe Emperour failed not to write to the boly Bi- 
ſhop to require his friendſhip, which he would make 
uſe of to ſupport his authority ; but holy Ambroſe 
ſhewed ſo generous a contempt of bis Letters, that 
he deigned not ſo much as ro make anſwer, until 
ſuch time, that being informed how Exgenius un- 
der-hand tavoured the Se of Pagans , having  al- 
ready allowed them this Altar of Yi&ory, for which 
ſo many bartels had been tought, he wrote to lim a 
moſt couragious Letter ; where, not touching bis 
election, nor affairs of State,as then not well known, 
he reprehended him for his impiety, and faid a. 
mong other things : 


I ow the etreat, which I made from Milan, not attending 
you, to the fear of God, which ſhall j erpetually be the rule of my 


Part 2, 


Epiſt. Am- 


broſcad En: 


ations. The grace of our Savioxr ſhall ever be more precsons ,oninm, 


w.th me, then that of Cxſars, nor will 1 at any time flatter a 
man to betray my conſcience. I wrong no perſon, if 1 render its 
God that whichis due tobim; and 1profit atl men, when 1 
conceat not a timth from gycat-ones.” I underſtand you have 
granted to Pagans that which conſtantly bath bren demied by Ca- 
thoiick Emperours, God knoweth all the ſecrets of your heart. 
It uu a very il bifkne', if you unwilling to be begniled by men, 
thirk to deceive God, who ſeeh all that is tobe done, even to 
w0thiug. The Genitles, who ſo much have importuned you to 
fatis ſie ih:ir paſſion, taught you ro be urgent r0 mak? a good 1t* 
ſal of that which you gannot etve, but with committing $a- 
criledge. 1 am no Controller of your liberalittes, but an intcr- 
peter of your faith, Give of your treaſures what ever you 
think good; 1 envie no man © but you ſhall not give any thing of 
tbe 1ghts of God which 1 willwaot velhſt with the utmoſt extent 
of my power. You make a good'y matter 10. preſent offerings 19 
Jeſus Chriſt 3 you well. finde {cw that meke account of theſe 
d:ſſimulations ; evry man bereaſter will regard, not what you 
do, but what you have a willtodo.. As for my part, I enter 
nat 20w fnto confederation of your eftate, but if you be true Em- 
ſervice of the divine Majeſtie * 
This is it which I canno! bideſrom you, becauſe my life aud flat- 
terie are two things tnconpaibic, "4 


Part 2 


As for the reft, the Emperonr TheoJoſus ſeeing 
the tytanny of Eugeni:s ina readineſs, well foreſaw, 
neceſſicy muſt needs put arms in:o his hands to be 
managed with piety. Whileſt the infamous Emugeni- 
»s made ſlaughter of beaſts, amuſing himſelf on the 
con{ideration of their entrails from thence to judge 
the events of war, the brave Theodoſins proſtrared 
he Court himſelf before the Altars of the ving God, covered 
ho'y- ww th hair-cloath, imploring the afliltance of Saints 

to: his ſuccour ,and all the prayers of ſouls the moſt 
purified , which at char time lived within Mon:ſte- 
ries. He departed fromCeoxſtantinople with theſe aids, 
cauſing the Standard of the Crot, to march before 
him. Exgenis was already encamped on the Alps to 
binder Se paſſage of his adverſary, and had in a 
manner covered them with Statues of falſe gods, as 
of Papiter and Herceles, ſo beaſtial was this man, 
The Emperour ſeeing he needs muſt fight, com- 
manded Gaynes, Colonel of the Goths , who led the 
Van-guard, to break the trenches of his enemies, 
which he quickly did : but they being yer very 
freſh, and having a notable advantage of place ta- 
ken by them, ſuit.ined che firſt aſſaulc with muchre. 
folution, and infinite loſs on the Fmperour's part, 
for it is thought that Gaynzs , who was a valiant 
Capizin in his own perſon, yet too wilfully opinio- 
native to force this paſſage of the Alps, loſt there a- 
bout ten thouſand men, which were killed like flies: 
ſo that needs a retreat muſt be made, very ſhame-, 
full for Theodoſsns his Army. 
Eugenins,whoſe head was not made for a Diadem, 
thinking the whole bulinsfs ended after ſo great a 
flaughter of his enemies, was ſo puffed up with this 
ſucceſs, that he rather thought how to glorifie his 
vicory,then foreſce his defence. The ſage Emperour 
on the other (ide, ſeeing his Army grown very thin, 
and the courage of his fouldiers wavering , more 
ſtedfaſtly made his addreſs ro God. He was ſcen vp- 
on the top of 1Rock proſtrate on the earth,and cry - 
Remark. ing alond, My God, you k-ow ihat 1 in the name of your Son 
able piety ea-7p id th war ard have oppuſrd the arms of the Croſs a- 
ot Theodoſs- gainſl Infideliid'. If in ms there re] any blame, I befeech you 
_ to ievener my {tne oa my cnl{pablc head, and not abandon the 
cauſe of R ligrnp, N:ſt re become a eproach to Infellels. 
The fame night God for his aſſurance ſhewed him 
a viſion of two Apoſtles, $. ?:hzardS. Philip , who 
ſhould be, as indeed they were, the ConduRours of 
his Legions. The next morning about break of day, 
he ranged his forces in battel-array,andcharged E «- 
genirs, nor as yet throvghly freed from his drunken 
proſperity: and when he ſaw that thoſe who had 
theVan- guard proceeded therein ſomewhat fearful- 
ly, remembring themſelves of the uſage of their 
comparuons, he d1d an a& of admirable confidence, 
tor he alighted from his horſe,2nd marching on foot 
in the head of his Army, cryed out; here #5 the 
viaoy of God of Theodoſius ? At this word, the aid of Heaven 
ay was ſo propitious, that a furions whirlwind was rot- 
5 ſed.which perſecuted the enemies of Theodo ins, ea- 
Ambroſ. ſting a huge cloud of dull into their evs, and return- 
£0, Ingallcheir own darts back ro their proper faces, in 
1heodoſii. ſuch ſort, that as it is confeſſed by Clandian, a very 
obſlinate Pagan, it ſeemed the good Fmperour that 
day had the winds and tempe!ts at command , and 
that he had nothing to do, but to give the word to 
make them obedient to his Standards. Heavenfoughr 


for its beloved Theedofans, and all the powers of the - 


air were inarmsto favour his victory. The ſouldiers 
at this inſtant were all changed, ſo much hope had 
they in their hearts, and fire in their Courages. 

' Bacarius, one of the Emperour's greateſt Cap- 
tains, with hisinflamed Legions brake through the 
ranks, penetrated the ſtrongeſt reliſlances,and gain. 


The HOLY COURT. 


The Prelate. 


cd the Alps. Engenins his people dejeted as men 
fallen from the clouds, could not ſufficiently admire 
this alteration, The diſcreeteſt amongſt them diſpo- 
ſed themſelves to treat of peace, 94 aloud, that 
never would they bear arms againſt a man, who had 
the air and winds in his piy, 

T heodefirss fortified them with his clemency : all 
diſpoſitions by a moſt remarkable miracle of God, 
who exerciſcth his power as well over hearts as 


215 


10 winds, were changed in an inſtant , and that whictt 


is admirable,the moſt faithful ro Eygentres promiſed 
the Emperour to put him into his hands, which chey 
performed , for they went to take this miſerable 
man,who fate in his 1 hrone entertaining his goodly 
maginations,and crying, Bring him alive, (ſpeaking 
of Theodofins) when they laying hold of. his collar, 
and moſt ſhamefully binding his hands: 7t z you(faid 
they) we muſt bring alive to Theodoſius,and that in- 


ſtantly. They trufled him up like a beaſt aſtoniſhed, 
20 and preſented him to the Emperour,who having re- 


proached him in preſence of all the world for his im- 
piety and treachery, cauſed him preſently to be put 
to death, to make an end of his imaginary Ernpire. 
The wicked ArbogaF7s who had at other times 
been ſo happy ,when he followed the counſels of S. 
Ambroſe, ſeeing the ill ſucceſs of his deſigns, became 
ſo enraged, that himſcli thruſt two Swords through 
his own body,beingnot able to endure life nor light, 
which ſeemed to upbraid him with his crimes, 


30 Some hold that Flavianxs died in the throng;that 


he might not ſurvive his own ſhame : others think 
he eſcaped, and that T heodoſius extended his ordi- 
nary clemency to him. 

Briefly behold the courſe of the tyranny of Z #- 
genins, ſtill more and more to verifie the Oracles of 
S. Ambroſe. The Emperour came to Milan, where 
he caſt himſelf at the teer of the holy Biſhop, attri- 
buting theſe victories to his wiſdom, nounkds and 
virtue of his prayers, 
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The eighteenth SECTION, 


The atfferences of $, Ambroſe with the Em- 
perour Theodofius, and his death, 


Hiloſophers fay, there are four ihings which 
dirert thunder , to wit, wind, rain, noiſe, and 
the light of the Sun. And behold a thunder. clap 
arreited by S. Ambroſe viththe wind of his mouth, 


50 theholy rain of his eloquence, the noiſe of his voice, 


and relplendent liphr of his moſt unfporred life. 

T heod:fr us verily was a great Prince; bur as it is ſo 
difficulr ro be on earth,and not participate of earth, 
as that theMoon being diſtant by ſo many thouſand 
leagues, yet ſeemeth to bear the marks thereof on 
the forehead , ſoit is very hard to bein Court, and 
not to reſent the manners of the Court, and fouls e- 
lteemed the moſt temperate, not to have ſome ble- 
raſhes appear on the tace,This brave Emperour was 
naturally enclined to choler , which was enkindled 
by the breath of choſe who converſed with him, 
rouriſhing himſelf with the food of over-much cre- 
duliry, Tor chis cauſe he had two great conteRations 
with $. Ambroſe , which eminently manifeſted che 
authoricy of the holy Biſhop. 7 

The one wasfor a Synagogue of cps, the other $;nagogue 
tor the murder committed at Theſſal:aice, The mar- b**** 
ter for theews was, for that one of theirSynagopucs 
was burnt in the Eaſt at the ſolicitation of a Biſhop, 
with which Theodeſins was offended, as if it had im- 
ported much prejudice to his Edidts, cauſed a care- 
tul Inquiſition to be made, and adjudged the good 
Biſhop , who was ſaid to be the Aurhour of this 


fire, 


2x4 
fire, to rebuild the Synagogue, now turned to cin- 

ders, Saint Ambroſe, although he had a peaceable 

ſpirit, and that he in his Nioceſs had never under- 

taken the like, avoiding popular commotions as 

much as he might, which ever tranſport affairs into 

ſome excels, yet could he not tolerate the rigours 
uſed againlt Cluiſtians, onthis pretended injury, 
but he very ſharply wrote thereof to Theodoſans, 7's 
it appeareth by the letter which is yet found among 
his Works, ſome words whereof behold : 

My life p«ſſeth away in many ca; es, wherein I 2m engaged by 
OPlzgatzon of my charge : bit 1 muſt avory that Incver reſto 
any thing more lively, thia to ſce my ſelf as it wore accuſed if 
S.criledge before your Majcjhie, 1 beſtech you palzual'y 191 Car- 
kentome; forif 1 be n:woribie to be head by you, I cannot be 
beard of God ſor yous You dv wrong to commit your pr aters aid 
vows tome, to be carried to Altars : if you deme me the audi- 
ence of your ears, youu declare me by the (. me ſentence unworth.e 
fo bear your complaints to the cars of the livirg God. Itis not a 
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thing to be done by « good Emperour to take away the [iberty of 


ſpeechnor for a gvod Biſhop io conceal a weritie contrary to bis 
coaſcience, All that which Monarchs hate {il then moſt amiable, 
4, 10 love libertic, even in the tongues of the Soldiers; but by 
a mth fire ger re«{on, ought they to ch:1ith it 32 the months if 
B:jhops. Therebath ever been a notable diffo- encecberween good 
and evilP inces, which can{eth that the ove deſaies the libe ite 
of their ſub): fts, and the other love nothizg ſo much iz them as 
flaterte, God commandeih ws '0 bear hs word tothe face of 
Kings and not to be aſhamed of j1.Sice. 1 do not intrude through 
immportunttie, but preſent my (If of dutie. That which 1 do, 1 
do for your good, and in con(id/r ation of your (ofetie. If 1 de- 
rive not the eff.ct which 1 pretend, yet ever wil I better love 
to be by your Majeſi:e eſteemed trowbleſom, then »2Þ1 ofitable ct 


#nfamous. You have commanded enquiries ſh-uld be made of 30 


thoſe who have burnt the Synagogue of the Jews, 10 1: flif 
puniſhment, and that the Biſho! by whoſe ſolici:atiin tha fire 
bub becn kindled, ſhould be conacmned t0re=cdifie the waſted 
buildings. What have you done (O Emperour) in impoſing ſuch 
a command, which by neceſſitie will mak: of a Biſhop, cuber 
a Prevaricatour of a Maiiyr , aliborigh neither the one, nox 
other be proper fur your time ?. 1 deſire a B ſhop may be found 
{o fervent es toburn a Synagegue of the Jews; and for that 
cauſe you have deputed forhim a Commiſſa#1it, to the era, that 
#f he obty your commands, he ſhould betray bis own law ; and 
if be reſiſt, mike you todo that which the Neroes and Domi- 
tians bave afted. Behold to what this affair will come, i/ you 
take not herd, For my part, I propoſe ts my elf, that the Bi- 
ſhop will rather encline to matter of Mariyidom, then of tzeaſon; 
he will ſay that be hath ſtirred up the people, /ounded the alarm, 
token the flaming fire-brands in band, ans that he will expoſe 
bimſelf for b:s whole floch. O bappic be. whith [/ all ſerve o- 
thers for abſolution, and h.m for a Cirwa | But what need 1s 
there to enquire into the abſcui ? Behold me preſent, bebold me 
avowing th! aft. I publijh, and proteſt, if needs you wii have 
it ſo, I my (elf burned ihizSy1 59 gue now in queſtion, that there 
might no longer be a place where Jeſus Chriit ſhould be denied, 
Aad do not tell me, that I bave not burned any in mine own 
Dioceſs ; Heaven hath done it for me, Heaven hath prevented 
"the negligence, which I then thorght to be reaſonable. And if 
men have in it ſeconded the will of Heaven, would you ſead one 
of your Counts to puniſh them, and re-build the Sya-gogue of the 
Jews at ou» cha'ge, that ſo thr band of a Cortam which rae 
reeth the Standard of the Croſs, may aot beneeforth beay them, 
1ua'il be bath been defiled with a Sacriledge intended againſt 
th: Croſs of Chvilt ? 
we have beraofore ſeen on the front of ibe Tempie of Idels, 
hew they bave beez buzlc of the ſpoils of Cimbrians, but w2: 
ſhall bereaſtr read over the Portal of Syn:goemes, that thy 
were made with the blood of Chriſtians by the cemmandmen: of 
« Chriflian Empgronr, 
Chriſtians at the Chain, and they jhall fizde a Ch i{tian Emje- 
rour, miniſter of their furies. You w'll mak" ivem triumph 0+ 
ver the Chureh of God, you will cauſe them to pu? any tears and 
offli cf:ons among their days of Filliuils, and ih: wifortcs they 
will cain upoa us , with thoſe thy have bad ſrom the Amore 
rheans and Cananeans. | 
He purſued this ſubje&t with grear vigour of 
ſtrong reaſons, and good words, and ſeeing the Em- 
perour made no reckoning of this adviſe given him 
in particular, he failed nor, according to promile,to 
ſpeak of it in publick, ina Sermon he made of the 


waking-rod of Jeremie ; where deſcending upon the 70 ſteel were ſeen to iſſue ont, with Sword in hand, 


hiſtory of Nathan,who reproach*dDavia tor his fin, 
by conſideration of the benefits he had received ſrom 
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The Prelate, 


God, he made along apoſtrophe to the Fmperour 

T heedoſins , to him applying the word of God: 

I bave then made the Emperour of a frivate man, Ihave ſub- 

1rfted bmrbarons Nations to thee, I bave cff« ded thee iſſue 19 

ſucceed in thy Emniter, 1 bave give the peace, I have put 

thine ex-mies feticrid into thy baads, I have opencd Land and 

Seas 10 thy Legions, Ihaue ſheltered thee under the buckler of 

my protetion, I bave confounded the counſe!s of thy aduerſa- 

1:08, 10 make thy enterprixes proſperons, I have rendered thee 

dreadf..l to people , making thee on the forihcad with the 
to ras of my Majeſlie, that thou maycſt re-edifie the Synagogics 

of ihe Jews. 

He ſpake many things in the like terms, with ſo 
much h1ghining, thunder, and tempelt, that Theogdo- 
ſinzs was wholly amazed,nor could lay any thing elſe 
to him coming trom the Pulpir,but : Biſhop yorr have 
preached to me to day. Sacred Majrſty (aniwereth S. 
Ambrsſe) it 15 for your goed. It ts true (replieth the 
Emperour) / didi4 to give this command. And for 
that (faith Saint Ambroſe) I will nit go tothe Altar 

20 10 offer the pledge of our ſalvation for yon, till you have 
revoked this Editt. 1 from this preſent revoke it, ſaith 
T heodoſins. On this aſſurance which you give (an- 
ſwereih the Biſhop) 7 will effer ſacrifices. 

As for the other conteſtation of Saint Ambroſe 
with T heedoſixs, which was concerning the murther 
of the Theſſalonians,of one part the matter is ſo no- 
torious, that it needeth no declaration, but on the 
other it is ſo important, that it were a crime to let 
it peſs under ſilence, 

The Theſſaleniays in a popular commotion, ſlew 
one of the Emperour's C aptains, who had cauſed a 
Coach-man to be impriſoned. The news reported 
at Court,incenſed all men of arms, who think wear- 
irg Swords, they bave right over the blood of peo- 
ple.T heodoſirs could do no 0therwiſe but ſhew him- 
{elf offended with this death : For the Emperours 
then thought the Souldiers were as neceſlary for 
their fortunes,as feathers for Birds. As the thunder 
already roaredin the cloud, and the thunder-itroke 
40 of the }mperial Eagle menaced the miſerable City, 
tainted with this murther, S. Ambroſe came thither 
very fitly, who much ſweetened the affairs, and 
wholly diſpoſed the Emperour to clemency. Bur as 
it is the wind which worketh all the miſchief on the 
Sea,this element being of its own nature very peace- 
ſul, ſo they are ill officers, who often cauſe thoſe di- 
fturbances which happen in the lives of Great men, 
their good natures very frequently affording then 
inclinations to ſweetneſs, Theſe-Captains which poſ- 
ſeſſed the ears of theEmperour,ceaſed not to breath ' 
and murmur ſo ſtrongly, that after the departure of 
S. Ambreſe, they raiſed fire and tempeſt. T heodoſpns 
giveth freedom to the ſouldiers, for the revenge 
they were to exerciſe upon the City of Theſſalonica: 
they who were willing to drown all their paſlion in 
blood, berbought themſelves of a wicked and barba- 
rous invention, puttirg the poor people into a large 
publick place encloſed with rails, commonly called 
the Circus, where ordinarily games were preſen. 
ted, divulging they had an adnurable ſpectacle to 

1ew, for entertainment of the Burgeſles of the Ci- 
ty. Curioſity of its rature is ever credulous, and he 
that hath the image of picaſure in his head, regarderh 
the bayr, nor coniiderirg the hook. Thele untortu» 
raie men ran by heaps to take placein the morning 
very early , they were entertained in the beginning 
with certain fopperies. which they beheld with much 
ſatisfaction, clapping their hands at every word, and 
crying, vat Rexwhen behold from the rayls where maſſacre 
tournaments were expcaed, hor men covered with *f Ties 
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who ſer upon this multitude encloſed as in a pit-fall, 
and made a lamentable {laughter of theſe filly _ 
The 
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The bloul ſtreaming among ſo many out: cries and 
hocrible images of dearh, waz a hideous ſpe-tacle, e- 
venco choſ: who were ou: of danger. As a coal en- 
kindled,ever gain2ch more and more,eating our his 
way,it was n0: K19.y 1wazther any reliſtance redou- 
bled chis fury , dur going our of the compaſs of the 
Circas,they ran all the City over, in ſach ſort, thar 
inthe ſpace of three hours, there were numbred 
abouc 700 bodies (lain in the Market- place. 


COURT, 


The Prelate. 


hive equiled you in birt's, and ſhall alſo Parall-il you 72 @ 
Tynb. God buh mad: you man, and £mperonr, to tſe them as 
m4 and ſnbjefte; an! ihry by your commandnent ave worſe 
treated then the moſt ſavaze Beaſls. 

ith what eys pretenicd you to beb1[d the Church of the 
living O65, wie js your ſovereign Mafter ? Have you any 0- 
the- then thoſe, which ave poiſoned with the gall of your anger? 
1itls what feet wi{l you tonch theſe Marbles, which are, not 
m:de but for the fect of the faithful ? Shall it be with them, 
with go upon ſlnghters ? What bands wil! you extend to Al- 
11s? Have you any other then thoſe, whith y:t diſtil the blood 


©; you (zreat- ones, whom God hath {er Over the 10 b{ thoſe unfortun te Viſtim"s ? Dare you with thwehwmnads to 


heads of men the higher , to behold che images of 
your own miſery,and not to cruſh and rent them in 
pieces: what Ocean will ſuffice to waſh your mouths 
when to content a vanity of ſpirit , you let words 
fall, which carry along with chem the maſſacre of 
mortals ? The Sea is leſs tarious,a Thunder-clap leſs 
dreadful, the gall of Dragons, and poyſon which 
ſwelleh up the neck of Aſpicks,is much more tolle- 
rable then an inconſiderate word proceeding trom 


take th: body of the Son of God ? Dove you to {ft his blood 76 
that mouthgwhich bath deaou: ced the ſenterce of this Maſſacre? 
Ritire, retire, add nat citmeto crime. Take about your neck 
the yoak of penance, which i the only remedy of your cvits. 

T heodo {ins amazed at this liberty, made no other 
anſwer, but that David bad been a great ſinner as 
well as he, bur ſo ſoon as he opened his mouth, the 
Biſhop replieth : 2 then, ſince you Speak, of Da- 
vid, imitate him in his penance, as you have in his fig. 

Thereupon the Emperour departed, and went to 


the mouth of a Great-man, which unloſeth the 7 his palace, touched with an amazed grief, where he 


hands to violence, and ſhats them up to juſtice, In 
three hours, behold a poor City deveſted of Citi- 
zens, and peopled with dead bodies, become a de- 
ſert iſland encompaſſed with a river of bloud : fo 
many women calling upon their husbands, and fo 
many little children crying tor their fathers among 
the dead, who had voice no longer to anlwer. 

T heods/ins never to himſelt propoſed this mil- 
chief, but his word falling into the hands of men of 


endeavoured punQually to perform the works of 
penance impoſed upon him by the holy Prelate. He 
already had paſſed out eight months 1n this eſtate : 
when the feaſt of Chriſtmas being come, he fetched 
many deep ſighs, & ſhed abundance of tears, bitterly 
deploring his condition, for which cauſe Reffiaus, who 
was at that time the chief favourite of T heods/ins, & 
after that cut in pieces under the reign of his chil. 
dren, perceiving it, asked him the cauſe of this un. 


wy wy in revenge, could by no means be re- , © meaſurable ſorrow. Then Thcodoſse5 redoubling his 
called. 


When S. Ambroſe, being in the company of other 
Biſhops, heard the news of chis picitul Tragedy, it 
drew ſobs trom his heart, and tears from his eys. 
The Emperour tormented in his conſcience, cauſed 
ſecretly che opinion of the good Biſhop to be ſoun- 
ded, and inſtantly knew that he, who in matters of 
much lighter importance had not ſpared him,would 
handle him in this aRtion according to his demerit. 


ſobs : 4b Ruffinus,you are merr7{(ſaith he)and ſie not whore 
the evil woundeth me. Have I not cauſe to bemo 11 my miſhap 
with b:tter tears, ſeeing the Altars, mide cuen for Slaves 
and Beggars, canaot endure me, and needs mull 1 be ent off, 
as a rotten member, from the ſociety of men and Angels ? Fay 
I am not 1g20rant, that what is bouad on earth by the mouth of 
Preeſts, (hill be bound 12 Heaven. 

Raffinus, who then thought himſelf as ſtrong as 
Heaven, faid, If there were nothing elſe but that which 
afflitted the Emperonr's mind,he would quickly afford 


Whereupon he immediately by letter denounced , , 4 remedy. Theodoſius replieth : Tox kyow at Biſhop 


him excommunicate, and that it he came to Milan, 
he could not otherwiſe entertain him, but as one ex- 
communicate ; his ſin having reduced him to that 
ſtate,that the very ſight of Alcars would be a crime, 
unleſs he reſolved upon a perte& penance, 

T heodoſaus in this matter well dilcovered his mind 
was good. Some ocher , beholding himſelf in con- 
dition of a power to diſturb the Church , would 
have relied the Rod wich moody extravagancies , 
ard imperious menaces ; or admit he would have 
taken more tempera.g-ways, h:d ſought the means 
of diſpenſation trom the ordinary rigours of a pub- 
lick penance, for reverence due to his: perſon : but 
this good Emperour , knowing his malady, ſtood 
in need ofa good Phyſician, made choice of the 
moſt ſevere,and never had any relt in his ſoul till he 
faw Saint Ambroſe , much berter loving to be repre» 
hended by him,then flattered by another. He came 
to Milan, and taking the ready way to the Church, 
the boly Biſhop cauſed ſpeedily all the Gates to be 


Ambrole : bat I kn:w, neither thy credit nor inanſt rj 
cau ought avail me, Ruffiras notwithſtanding inſiſt- 
ed, proteſting he would inſtantly perſwade the Bi- 
ſhop what ever he pleaſed.He failed not to finde out 
the Biſhop, bur the Saint gave bim a very ſharp re. 
prehenlion } adviſing him rather to dreſs his own 
wounds, then intercede for others , for he partly 
underſtood, that he had a hand in this fatal counſel. 
Ruffinus notwithſtanding plyed it all he could, and 
endeavoured to charm this man with fair words, 


, ſaying finally for concluſion, he would immediately 


accompany the Emperour to theChurch.S. Ambro/e 
who was ever very ſerious,anſwered; If he come thi» 
ther 45 a Tyrant, I Will frctch out my neck; but if in 
quality of a Chriſtian Emperonr, I am reſolved ta 
forbid him entrance. Reffizus well ſaw the Biſhop 
was inflexible,and went in halt to adviſe the Empe- 
rour, not yet on this day, to hazard his approach to 
the Church, He found him on his way, as a man 
diltracted, that bad the Arrow in his heart, and ha- 


ſhut, and went our of the circuit of the ſacred place 60 itencd tor remedy : and he ſ1ying,he haddealt with 


to encounter him, and at the firſt meeting, ſpake to 
him in this manner : 

I! ;s not crediv'e, ON Emperony, that you as yt brow the en- 
armity of the murther you have commi'tcd, AY cboller at that 
time blinded you, ſo now the opinion of yaur nreatneſs avd rays 
of your D adem dagol-ymrr oys 3 yet oughyr you m0; toreft' dt o! 
the earth framwhenze you wore extratted, and ito which you 
m'A return? 1tis fit you think toe purple which covers your 
b-dy cannot defend you fromputrift ittion and wormes. The (tate 
wherein you then ſhall br, ought to ſerve for a conntcrpoiſe to 


. . 0 . . f 
the elevation of that, which at this 1ime tranſporteth you out 7O 1 moſt humble ſervant,and beſeech youthat imit 1tirg the me cy 


of your ſ+If. Yiu command aver mor toho arc of tho like nat ure 
wi b yaur ſelf, who arederived fromthe [ane Elements, wha 


the Biſhop, 7t rs no matter ( ſaith Theodolivs ) ler 
him ao with me what he pleaſe, b:.t I ams reſolved to 
reconcile my ſelf ts the Church. 

S. An broſe advertiſed that Theodoſizs came, went 
out,and expected himatthe door of alittle Cell, ſe- 


Ii5 


AE icu's 


. = Jaco ercv1A, 
parated tromrthe body of the Church, where ordi- 


narily ſalutations were made. Then perceiving him 
enyironed with his Captains, Come yorr, ch Empeyour, (ſaith 
he) to force us? No (faith Theodoſiies 1 come in the a1 3l1iie of 


ef the Maſter whom you ſerve, you would untooſe my ſetters; 
6:10.14: my life will fail, what penazce (19plieth the holy 
man) 


ath of : 
age fourth year of his age, he was accounted as the O- 
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man) have jou done ſor (br expiation of {» gre«t a fn? It u 
(anſwereth Theodeſius) for you to appoint it, and me to per- 
form it. . 

| Then was the time, when to corre@the precipita- 
tion of the Edi made againſt the T heſſalexiavs, be 
commanded him to ſuſpend the execution of the 
ſentence of death for the ſpace of thirty days: at- 
ter which, having brought hitn into the Church,the 
faithful Emperour prayed, not ſtanding on his feet, 
nor kneeling, but proſtrated all along on the pave- 
ment, which he watered with his tears, tearing his 
hair; and pitifully pronouncing this Verſicle of Da- 


viments & wid; My ſoul is faſtened to the pavement, quicken me 


=; according to thy word. 

When the time of Oblation was come, he modeſt. 
* ty lifted up himſelf, having his eys ill batbed with 
* tears, and ſo went to preſent his Offering, then ſtay- 
ed within thoſe rayls, which ſeparated the Prieſts 
from the Laity, attending in the ſame place to hear 


the reſt of Maſs. $. Ambroſe asked him, who ſet him ?0 knowin 


there, and whether he wanted any thing ? The Em- 
perour anſwered, He attended the holy Communi- 
on ; of which the ſage Prelate being advertiſed, he 
ſent one of his chief Deacons which ſerved at the 
Altar, to let him underſtand that the Quire was the 
place of Priefts, and not of the Laicks : that he in- 
ſtantly ſhould go out to rank hiraſelf in his order, 
adding, the Purple might well make Emperours, not 
Prieſts, Theodoſsns obeyed, and anfwered,that what 


The Prelate. 


bounds of the earth to hearbis wiſdom, as unto $;+ 
lomen, and after the death of T hecdoſims, $15/+con, 
who governed all, held the preſence of $, Ambroſe fo 
neceſſary, that he eſteemed all the plory of the Ro- 
man F tnpire was tied to the life of this holy Prelate, 
In <ffe&, when on the day of holy Saturday , after 
his receiving the Communion he had ſweetly ren- 
dered up his ſoul, as Xdoſes by the mouth of God : 
a huge deluge of evils over-flowed Jtaly , which 


10 ſeemed not to be ſtayed but by the prayers of this 


Saint, Let us ( I beſeech you ) paſs over his death in 
the manner of the Scripture , which ſpeaketh buc 
one word of the end ot ſo many great perſonages : 
and let us never talk of death in a ſubje&t , wholly 
repleniſhed with immortality, 

Oh what alife, what a death, to have born Bees 
in his firſt birth on his lips,and at his death globes of 
light in his mouth ! Whar alife, to be framed from 
his tender age, as a Samxel for the Tabernacle, nor 

g he was deſigned for the Tabernacle ! 
Whar alife,to preſerve himſelf in the corruption of 
the world, in a moſt undefiled chaſtity, as a fountain 
of freſh water in midſt of the Sea ! Whar a life, to 
arrive to honours and dignities in flying them, and 
to have enobled all his charges by the integrity of 
his manners | What a life, not to have taught any 
virtue before he pratiſed it, and to}become firſt 
learned in examples, before he ſhewed himſelf elo- 
quent in words ! What a life, ſo to have governed a 


he had done, was not on purpoſe, but that ſuch was 30 Church, that ir ſeemed a copy of Heaven , and an 


the cuſtom of the Charch of Confaxtizople. Yea, it 
is alſo remarkable , that returning afterward into 
the Eaſt, and hearing Maſs at Conflextinepls , On a 
yery ſolemn feſtival day, after he had preſented his 
offering, tie went out of the Quire, whereat the Pa- 
triarch Nettarins amazed, asked him , why his Ma- 
jeſty retired in that manner ? He ſighing,anſwered: 
© I in the end have learned to my coſt, the difference 
© between an Emperour,and a Biſhop?To conclude, 


* I have founda Maſter oftruth, and to tell you 42 


© mine opinion, I do acknowledge amongſt Biſhops, 
© but one Ambroſe worthy of that title. 
| Behold an incomparable authority, which was as 
the rays of bis great virtue and ſantity , from 
whence diſtilled all that force and vigour, which he 
had in treating with all men, 
| imagine I hitherto have expoſed the principal 
actions of 'S. Ambroſe to the bright ſplendour of the 
day, and ſo to have ordered them, that all ſorts of 


eterral pattern of virtues ! What alife to have born 
on his ſhoulders the glory of Chriſtendom, ard all 
the moveables of the houſe of God | What a life, to 
have ſo many times trampled the head of Dragons 
under foot, and renderedhimſelf the Oracle of the 
world, and the DoRour of Monarchs ! And what a 
death, to dye as in a field, with Palms planted by his 
hand , manured by his-induſtry , and watched his 
ſweats ! 

What adeath , to have built himſelf before his 
death, a Tomb ſtuffed with precious ſtones of ſo ma... 
ny goodly virtues ! What a death, which hath made 
it known that S, Ambroſe was born for all the world 
and could not die without the tears of all the world, 
fince as every one had his intereſts in the life of this 
Prelate, ſo he found in his death the ſubjeR of his 
forrow | What a death, rodye with theſe words in 
his mouth : 7 am zeither aſhamed to have lived , nor 
fear to dye, becauſe we have a good Maſter | What a 


conditions may therein finde matter of inſtruction. $0 death, ro return to Heaven as the Dove of the Ne. 


It hath not beenmy intention to. diſtend them by 
way of Annals, but hiſtorical diſcourſes, proper to 
perſwade virtue. So likewiſe have 1 not been wil. 
ling tocharpe this paper with other particular nar- 
rations, which may be read in Pawlinus, Sozomen, 
Ruffinus, and which have exaRtly been ſought out 
by Cardinal Beronizs, ſuitable to this purpoſe. 1 
conclude, after I have told you what Pazlings his 
Secretary witneſſeth, he writing by him a little be- 


luge to his Ark, bearing words of peace,as an Olive- 
branchin his mouth ! What adeath, to ſee- vice 
trodden under his feet, Heaven all in Crowns over 
his head, men in admiration, the Angels in joy, the 
Arms of God laden with recompences for his 
ments, 

Prelates, who pleaſe your ſelves with Miters and 
C roziers, would to God this incomparable man, as 
he is the Ornament of your Order, might be ever 


fore his death, ſaw a ou of fire, which encompaſ- 69 the model of your a&tions. And if your dignities 


ſed his head, and in the end entered into his mouth, 
making an admirable brightneſs refle& on his face, 
which held him ſo rapt, that whileſt this viſion con- 
tinued, it was impoſſible for him to write one word 
of thoſe whictr'S:* Ambroſe dictated. 

As for the reſt, having attained the threeſcore and 


racle of the world , for they came from the ntmot 


make you be as Mountains of S$ixai , wholly in 
lights, lames, and thunder-ſtrokes ; ler the inno- 
cency of your life, render you ( by his imitation ) 
Mountains of Libanxs, to bear the whiteneſs of 
Snow in the purity of your converſation, the odour 
of Incenſe in your Sacrifices and Devotions , and 
Fountains in the Doctines and Charities you ſhall 
diſtribute to the whole world. 


Part z, 


Part 2» 


God of 
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God, 


The hurt 
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Brave and couragions Nobility, whoſe Anceſtaurs have fixed the Standards of the C roſs 

pon the Land of Infiaels, and cemented Monarchies with their blood ; toyou it 5 1] ad. 

areſs theſe Lines, for yout ts my Pen laboureth, excited with a generous deſign it hath to bonow 
your Profeſſion, Here it is, where I preſent the true figures of Valour ; Here I difþlay the Palms 
and Crowns, which environed the Head of your Fathers, Here 1 ds reſtore the value of {air and 
lorious Aftons, reſerved for your imitation. Enter with a firm foetin; and a confident courage 
:nto this Temple of Glory ; perſwading your ſelves that there is nothing ſo great in the world, as to 
tread falſe greatneſs under foot, and derfie Virtues. Worldly honour 1s the Feaſt of gods, [aid an 
Ancient, where the ambitions are not invited, but in quality of INIONS and TANTA- 
LUSSES, to ſerve there as Buffons : but that which conſiſteth in Valour, joyned to integrity of 
Alanners, ought to be the ObjeRt of your Aﬀettions, the Recompence of your Labours, and [rophey 
of your Memory. Reflef only with a favourable eye on this poor Endeavour which 1 conſeerate 79 
your benefit, and afford by your Virtues effett to my Prayers, and a:rompliſhment to my IW'ritings, 
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The excellency of IVarlike Virtue, 
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B the profeſſion of Arms were as well mana- 

ged, as it isexcellent and neceſſary in civil 

l:fe, we could not have eys enough to behold 

ir, nor rongues ſufficient to praiſe it : and 

although our ſpirit ſhould arrive to the 
higheſt top of admiration, it would ever finde won- 
ders in this ſubje&, nor to be attained. 


our captivity, advancement by our tall, greatneſs 
by our abaſing, and lite by death, which maketh us 
dye to all dead things, ro live for immortality. God 
would that we fight by his example, not only with 
ſpiritual arms, bur ſometimes with material ; and 
it is a thing very confiderable, that Abraham the 
firſt Father of all the faithful, was a Warriour ; ſince 
We ſeem to hear the Scripture ſpeak, that God S. Ambro/c reckoning up all his titles, according to 
bimſelf affe&erh the glory of Arms,when he cauſeth the Scripture, ſhewerh, he was a good Religious 
himſelf ro be ſurnamed the God of Hoſts,and when 10 man, a good Jullice, a £o0d Captain,a good Hoalt, 
the Prophets repreſent him unto vs in a fiery Cha- and a good Husband, Yea, alſo it is a paſſage much 
riot, all invironed with burning Legions, at which more admirable to tay, what Clemens Alexaudri- 
time the pillars of Heayen tremble under his feet, #s bath obſerved, that the firſt Army of the Faith. 
the Rocks are rent, Abyſſes frown,and all the Crea- ful which ever was, marched, not thinking thereon, 
tures of the Univerſe ſhake under the inſupportable under the figure of the Crots, and the name of $a- 
ſplendour of his Majeſty. In effeR, this great Mo- viour, altho#gh it were about two thouſand years 
narch of Heaven and Earth ceaſeth not to make © betore the birth of the Metlias, 
war ; and if we will conlider bis proceedings , we The fourteen Capter of Geneſrs teacheth us, that 
ſhall finde it is more then fifry Ages , ſince he hath nine Kings came into the held with cheir troups, to 
laid ſiege to a rebellious City, which hath for Dit. 20 fight, ſour againſt five, Thoſe of Sodom and Gomor- 
ches, Abyſles of iniquity , for Walls and Rampires, rha were there in perfon, who like effeminate Prin. 
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ſeanintse, 


obſtinacy ; for Towers and Bulwarks Mounrains of 
3 


pride :-for Arms, reſiſtance againſt Nivine Infpira- 


tions: for Artillery , tumu!r and inſoleney ; for 


Houſes, Dens of hypocrifie : tor Palaces, labyrinths 
of difſimulation ; for Tribuns!, and Bar, Impiety : 
for Temple, proper will : for idol, felf-love;; tor 
Captain, blindneſs : for Souldicrs, exorbitanc paſ- 
ſions , {or counſel, folly : and for conſtancy, per- 
verſe opinion, 

This City ina word, isthe heart of man, againſt 
which God daily wageth war, to give us liberty by 


ces turned their back at the firſt encounter, andin 
flving fel! intopits of ſulphure, Their defeat gave 
leiſure ro the Enemy to pillage all rhe Country : 
where poor Lot, the Nephew of Abraham.vas ta- 
ken, baving by miſhap, choſen his habitation in a 
Territory, tertile in wealth and iniquiries. 

The news comins to the ears of Abraham , he 
ſpeedily armed his houſho!d. ſervants, who were to 


; 0 the number of three hundred and eighteen, and with 


Shepherds aſſaulted Kings, whom. he valorou(ly 
vanquiſhed, bringing back his kinſman , ard all the 
Ee booty 
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booty which his enemies had taken. Bclio!d the fir! 
battel renowned in Ecripture,where this brave Do- 
our of Alexandria, before alledged, very. well 
{t b:ifzcrh,and faith, thar the number of Abrahams 
{ders is repretenccd by three Greek, letters T, ]. 
t!. whereof the firlt (ignifiech the Croſs, and the 0- 
ther two the name of Saviour, God being defirous 
{} (06 conſecrate the firſt arms of believers by the 
Myilerics of his Greainefs,to declare, that the war- 
fare which is well managed, 1s his work and glory. 10 
Likewiſe we do not finde that the name of Sun hath ' 
been given in holy Writ to a living man with fo 
much luſtre and applauſe, as to a ſouldier, and the 
belt of ſouldiers ; 1 ſpeak of $+wp/on, which is fo 
much as to ſay, $-»: in our language , whereit ſeem- 
eth the Scripture leadeth us by the hand, to make us 
acknowledg,that military proteſtion, which is under 
good dire&tion, ſo much excellerh the ordinary vo- 
cations of men, as doth the Sun the Stars. For let. 
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peared like a Gyant, andthat he inthe bactel was Idwirſety 
ſeen like a roaring Lion, ſeeking out his prey. 50 GM 
they deſcribe in the ſecond of Kings (b) the proweſs falluc ef 
of David, and other valiant men, who flouriſhed in 9" 4+ 
this time with mo particular Flogies, £0 they de- «- _w 
paint unto us in a very admirable manner the *#/ {con 
ſtrength and flratagems of Gedeon againſt the az. {oo 
dianites, (6) 2 Reg 

Valour is matter of aſtoniſhment,which tranſport- *? 
eth all men both great and ſmall, wittie and dull, to 
honour its qualities. Ariſtct/e,the politeſt judgement 
which heed bon in former Apes, ſo much wonder- 

eih at this warlick force, though far diſtant from his 
profeſſion, that he compoſed an excellent Hymn in 

praiſe of it, which is yet to be foundin Diogenes 
Lacrtins : Where he calleth it a virtue moſt painful 

for mortals, but the faireſt ornament of Civil life: A 

virtue, which hath ſuch attraRtive beauty, that the 

moſt generous hearts {cek for death with itrife to en- 


ters, yea, eloquence and arts, whichare ſet out with 20 joy the luſtre of its glory. If then this valour have 


ſo much luſtre in the eſtimation of men, are covered 
under the wings of military virtue, as very well the 
Reman Oratour hath acknowledged. We do not 
read that ever the Snn (lood itill to hear the grace- 
ful words of an eloquent tongue, nor to behold the 
Theatres and Amphitheatres of the Romans, nor 
the O/ympick, games of Grecians nor all the other 
objetts of admiration, which are in the induſtrie of 
men: but we do well know from the oracle of rruth, 


ſuch attracion,con(1dered onely within the limits of 
nature, how will it be, if once advanced by the aſſi- 
ſtance of grace and virtues, which take all that is 
harſh from ir, to make it ſhine with rays of a true 
and happy majeſty ? Js there any thing more love- 
ly in the whole world, then to ſee a vaiorous ſouldi. 
er furniſhed with qualities of piety, prudence, ju- 
ſtice,liberality, goodneſs, honeſty, and with all other 
graces, which are in a ſweet diſpoſition, as ſtars 


that this great Star, admired by all the world, im- 30 ſown in the azure of celeſtial globes ? 


moveably ſtayed, as charmed by the voice of a ſoul- 
dicr, the illuſtrious 7oſ#ah, at that time, when he 
atcd ſu many brave fears of arms; asif it would 
admire his prowels, and enlighten his conqeſts, 

And what is there alſo more admirable in the 
world, then to ſee a man covered with ſteel, who 
curvetteth on a generous horſe, and. haſteth, his 
head bowed, to throw himfelt through the batcalli 
ons, all briſtled with launces and ſwords, cirough 
ſo many nusket- ſhots,ſo many hail-ſhowers of jron 40 
and fo many dreadful ;mages of death, which he as 
freely defieth, asif he were immortal, and as little 
ſpareth life, as if he had a hundred to ivoſe? Whar 
a ſpectacle to behold him ina turious confi, like a 
thunder- bolc in the cloud, which torceth his priſon, 
and breaks a!l refiſtance, flying upon wings of fire, 
and the whirling roar of thunder, to ſhake the 
height of rocks ? What an affrightment to fee him 
in another poſture, ſcaling a wal, all beſet with arms 


Oh Nobility, if you knew your own excellency, 
and could contorm your life to your dignity, what 
luſtre and ſupport would you afford ro Chriſten- 
dom? It was the faith of a fouldier, and of a foul- 
dier iſſued from Paganiſm, which the mouth of the 
living God hath exalted above all the picty of the 
Iſraclitesgwhen he ſo highly commended the Cezr,- 
riou of the Goſpel, for acknowledging the Saviour 
had as much power over maladies and things inſen- 
ſible, as an abſolute Captain over bis ſouldiers, It 
was a ſouldier, whom Saint Petey by the xevelation 
of the Angel did firſt of all conſecrate to faith, as 
the firſt fruits of Gentiliſm, They are warrieurs 
which ſo often repleniſh our Martyrologies with 
their names, our memories with their veneration, 
and mouths with prayers offercd up to them, Theſe 
hearts have at all times been capable to receive ſeeds 
of moſt noble virtues, and now adays they are ſuf. 
fered to putrifie in negle&,ordure, and bruitiſhneſs, 


and terrours, and haſtening into danger with the go Oh Nobility, deceive not your ſelves inthe ac- 


{ame pace and viſage, as another to a teaft ? What 
ſupport and what conſolation for poor people(wiom 
injuſtice and hoſtility would butcher,as ſheep ordai- 
ned to laughter) to perceive a brave captain, with 
aflyirg ſquadron,difſevering the malignity of thoſe 
forces, conſpired to the ruine of innecents, and by 
the ſplendour of his arms changing all the ſtorms in- 
tO calms ? 

(} what a beauty is it to receive wound; in thoſe 


knowledgment of the badges of your profeſlion, 
nor flatter your ſelvesunder a falſe mask of valour. | 
will here repreſent to you the Palace of military vir- 
tue, and ſhew the way you' muſt walk in, to arrive 
thicher, not ſuffering your ſelves to be feduced by 
chimerical fantaſies and illuſions of greatneſs, onely 
big-ſwoln with ſmoak, and which when they have 
promiſed to make mountains, produce nothing but 
rats and vermine. 


combates, from whence floweth more glory then co 


blood! O what greatneſs to reap palms in midit of ſo 
many thorns! O whart a felicity to behold his bartels 
attended by ſo many laurels, congraiulations, and 
applauſes of the people /preſerved by this military 
virtue | How can all be in this profeftion bur glort- 
ous, ſeeing death it ſelf, the terrible of rerribles, 
ſheweth a face all ſmiling rothofe, who are buried 
in their valour; as in the true comb of honour ? 


hiſtory ro Jt ſeemeth holy Hiſtories do likewiſe deſcribe 
praiſeCap- theſe great Captains with ſome delight, when they _ 


tains, 


(4) 1 Macs 


13, 


{das Machabaus, who baving put on his arms ap- 


Theſecond SECT1ON, 


Tye enterance into the Palace of valour, and 
the tluſhons of Salmoneans and Rodo- 
monts, 


T He ingenious Delben, who hath compoſed all 
TL Ariſtetles moral philoſophie in excellent Ta- 
bles, figurech unto us at the entry into the Pa- 
lace of valour, an enraged Miſtrels , called Ands- 


make them marchin the war. So they tell us (a) of” , 6:0#ſneſs, which ſeduceth an infinit number of $al- 


moneans Or Rodowmonts, under colour of virtue. Ir is 
rrue * 
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true, ſhe is dumb in this piece of painting, but I re- 
ſolve to ſhew her full of life in this Treatiſe,and dif 
cover to you the ſlie praiſes and damnable max. 
ims, which ſhe makes uſe of to deceive the ſpirits of 
this Age; to the end, that the knowledge of the 
evil may with more facility furniſh us for applicati- 
on of remedies. 

Suffer me here, O Reader, to imitate the great 
S. Tſidore, who the more natively to repreſent the 
horrour of vices,makes them diſpute againſt virtues, 
putting into their mouthes all their lewd maxims. 
Afﬀord me the liberty, that I may manifeſt the diſ- 
orders,which are at this day in the corrupt Nobility, 
by the mouth of a Rabſaces, the wicked Souldier, 
who undertaketh to give precepts to youth, and 
diate moſt pernicious counſels, which ſhall after- 
ward be refuted by the Chriſtian ſouldier, 


Note and behold the damnable precepts of Rabſaces, 


the falſe Souldier, which contain a true Satyre of 20 


the manners of the depraved Nobilitie. 


Magine to your ſelf, that this dangerous Maſter 

goes before the Nobility, which ſeeketh after the 
glory of Arms, and that he taketh by the hand a 
young man, whom he ſees apt for bis impreflions, 8 
ſheweth him, in ſtead of the true manſion of forti- 
tude, a Palace all of winde, built upon quick-filver, 
where Palms and Laurels grow like the truits of $- 


The Souldier. | 
ledge : but thou art very capable ofit, and if thy 


countenance deceive me not, thou wilt never be 


one of thoſe ſcrupulous ones, who chink the Church. 
es are made for nothing bur prayer. | 
Thou ſhalt learn in good timeto lie, ſwear, for. 


* ſwear, ſlander, and blaſpheme : for ic is very ordi- 


nary Rhetorick in the mouch of our Salmozeans. 
Go not abour to ſearch into old Hiſtories,as Charles 
the Eight, who hewed through the, Alps, conquer- 


10 ed the Kingdom of Naples, and made Cenſtantixople 


vith its Ottomazs to tremble with the onely ſha. 
dow of his name, yet durſt not fo much as ſwear by 
his faith, We are no longer in ſuch kind of times + 
men now are {o accuſtomed to lie, that needs mutt 
oaths mount by degrees up to the clouds to aſſure 
a truth, although with extream ſwearing it is taken 
for alie, And were there no other reaſon of ſwear- 
ing but to make an able man, ſince thou canſt not 
be valiant with thy arm, cut chrough confidently 
with thy tongue. 

Let brags and Rodomontadoes never drie in thy 
mouth, no more then water in huge rivers. if thou 
wilt have one of the greateſt virtues of the times, 
thou muſt be froward and peeviſh,and ſpeak of no- 
thing but duels, of challenges, and aſſignments of 
the place;and as ſoon as thou ſhalt hear ſore ſpeeci 
of any manof valour, thou muſt ſay, thou much de. 
fireſt one day to ſee him with ſword in hand, ard 
that thou haſt heretofore ſeen others, over whom, 


dem, which flie into aſhes when we think to touch 3o thou had(t great advantage. Swear in good earneſt, 


them, Thereupon he thus diſcourſeth with him, 
wherein you ſhall too well know the manners and 
inclinations predominant inthe petty Salmoneans of 
this Age 

Sir, behold you are in the Palace of valour, and1 
am he whom you ſearch for, 1 purpoſely preſent my 
ſelf before you, to receive you with open arms,and 
diftate precepts from my lips, which ſhall make you 
ro equal the glory of Ceſars and Alexanders. 


that ſuch a one hath done the wrong : but that thou 
wilt evict reparation from him , ſealed- with his 
blood : diſpute, ſwagger, tell tales, make quarrels 
ariſe abour a pins point, preſs to be a ſecond to this 
man, and that man, but ever engage others, and as 
nimbly as thou canſt draw thy pin back again from 
the game, Pelieve me. the whol myſtery confiſtert 
onely in ſetting a good face on'c. If thou canſt 
counterfeit wounds, as Herericks falſe miracles,thou 


1 affirm the time hath been when brave ſouldiers 4 ſhalt nor do much amiſs. For all valoyr now adays 


rook the ſword from the Altar, to employ it for 
the honour of Altars, and lived in the exerciſe of 
Arms, as inthe. Temple of the God of hoſts : bur 
theſe kind of ations are more found in antient Hi- 
ſtories, then in the manners of men thar live at this 
preſent, If thou wilt be a ſouldier of the time, I 
wiſh the to become a petty Cy-/op, and know very 
litrle what God or Religion is, but ro ſwear by the 
one, and profane the other.- I ſhould fear leaſt this 


bendeth that way. Ir ſufficeth, it be ſaid, thou arr 
a man to kill or be killed bravely, Iris true, that 
antiently ſome duels were permitted in time of war, 
enemy againſt enemy, and executed-in the view and 
preſence of Captains of both parts,who beheld them 
with much folemnity. $0 the brave Chevalier Bay- 
ard, the eie and arm of Frexch wartare, flew A/- 
2 wr de Sctomayer, a Spaniard, inthe field of bat- 
rel, before the eys of both Armies, who beheld this 


devotion may not ſoften thy courage, which is e- 5 o ſpectacle. This made the ſouldier very confident 


ſteemed at this day not to be of temper good e- 
nough, if it have not much impiety. Thy oaths ſhall 
be thy Sacraments , thy myſteries, the cabal of the 
wicked, the table, thy Altar, the diſhes, thy Sa- 
crifices, and thou ſhalt actount thy ſword, asa 
Deity, which thou ſhalt bear hanging at thy girdle, 
without further ſearch. If needs thou muſt tor ce- 
remonie go to Church, paſs along as if thou went*ſt 
to a dancing, free from apprehenſion of the Divine 


to enter into lifts with military laws in preſence of 
his Captain, againſt an adverſary of another Nati- 
on, Where ſhajl we now adays find the like valour? 
Of neceſſity night, private places, and ugly corners 
muſt be ſought out,to fight a duel: yea, I leav2 thee 
to conſider what a goodly ſpeRacle it would be, if 


one from a Theatre might behold che countenance- 


of theſe Rodowonts,moſt violent in words, you ſhou!d 
ſee them tremble, wax p:le,quake, be amazed,trou- 


Majeſty, for that may make thee melancholy : and 60 bled, and in the end be lain, like wretched ſwine , 


when thou art there, without any diſtintion of 


profane or ſacred, diſpoſe thy ſelf to laugh and jeer 


upon all occaſions which are preſented :. for indeed 
we muſt pleaſantly paſs away this little ill rime.Thon 
ſhalc ſer thy ſeif into divers poſtures which ſhall ſa- 
your much of a jugler, to keep the decorum of men 
of thy condition, and if there be nothing to- be 
talked on nor jett to be broken, at leaſt choa ſhalr 
rurn thy head one every (ide, and make thy eysand 


but this is not honeſt, we therefore muſt find our 
ſome ſcarff to cover the cowardile of theſe clande. 
ſtine combats. 

The more a man is ignoble, cowardous, or un- 
happy, fo much the more ought he ſeek our ſucl: 
kind of duels : I ſay ignoble, though I am noc igno- 
rant it hath heretofore been the trade ot ſlaves, bur 
opinion hath made ic now a way for Gentlemen. 
Behold why thoſe, who find themſelves to be of baſe 


thoughts hunt after obje&ts which may pleaſe the 70 extraRion, do the more fervently ſeek out fuch oc- 


ſenſe. I well know, that all this (taken according to 
the model of antient piety) is held for a great ſacri- 


cations, as 1f they ſhould thereby blor.out their 155- 


nominie, I ſay cowardous, for it is to become conti- / 
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22D 
dent in a baſe buſineſs, where Lackies and Butchers 
may be Maſters. 1 ſay unhappy, for it is the means 
to conſummate his miſery, without having many 
witreſſes ; needs mult the deſperate tinde ſome gate 
to eſcape fromlife, as would enraged bealts from a 
liſt, by leaping over the rails. In the end, when 
thou ſhalt die 1n this combat, thou haſt nothing to 
looſe, but a wicked foul. And though thou art moſt 
wretchedly ſlain, our Salmerrans will fay, thou 
died{t in the bed of honour, and that ſufficeth to be 
valiant to the world, 
When thou art in the war, thou ſhalt be a kind of 


4.219”. Barbarian, inſuch fort, that the Peaſants ſhall take 
canoy in thee to be more then an Army of Hannes or T ar- 


war, 


tars. If thou haſte any command, thou ſhalt march 
all puffed up with vain-*glory , and make thy ſelf 
known by the diſalters of the poor. It thou be call- 
ed 0n, to put thy hand to thy purſe, thou ſhalt pay 
thy hoſteſs with threats, and thy ſouldiers with im- 


punity of crimes, Thou ſhalt endeavour to length... © 


cn our the war as long as thou canlt, and if thou 
couldeſt kill peace it felt it ſhould ſuffer, transfhxed 
through the body with thy ſword, as the greateſt e- 
nemy of worthy a&tions, Thou ſhalt not hazard 
thy ſelf to go much among musker- ſhots, unleſs thoſe 
muskets be charged with powder of Cypreſs, as an 
Authour of this time bath told us, where piſtolets 
were ſhot in ſtead of bullets. 

:ma.. Trouble not thy ſelf to number up thy wounds , 
Je; tmou- thou ſhalt ever more ealily reckon them then thy 
rice mol? Crimes, As for that which concerneth the vice of 

19% 1mpurity, I ordain no more limits to thy Juſt, then 

health to thy reaſon. Heretofore men affected to 
become better, and a young Cavalier, who made 
fove to a I.adie by the lawtul ways of an honeſt mar- 
riage, ſhewed himſelf virtuous to be beloved, ſuch 
correſpondence was there then between love and 
virtue : men always endeavoured to lodge their at- 
iections in a good place, to become honeſt by the 
imitation of their loves, which is the moſt pleaſing 
way that may be found to innocency, All was treat- 
ed with ſo much honour, that the leaſt ſpot of blame 
was apprehended much more then death : at this 
day matters go not ſo. If thou wilt follow the 
courſe of times, and the proceedings of Sa/monrans, 
thy pleaſures ſhall be without order, as thy concu- 
pilcence without meaſure : thou ſhalt make a Tro- 
phey of diſhonour, nor ſhalt thou have other ſcope 


The HOLY CjOURT. 


haſt done, isfor their preſervation, as wes ſoidto 


The Sculdier, 


the poor ſhep-heard. from whom the facrif ces of 
Hercules bad more ſheep then would have ſerved 


an Army of wolves. Ls cable,notwithſtanding the 
rears and neceflities of t 
bundant in delicacies, and jor thy recreation, thou 
ſhalt play thy gold with a ful hand,although ir be the 
blood. of ſo many men, to whom thou art beholden. 
Thou ſhalt be the chicken of the white hen, and 
10 needs muſt the riches of the wealthy, the induſtry of 


e publick, ſhall ever be a- 


trades- men, the virtues of innocent, even hunger ir 
ſelf, and the miſeries of the moſt wretched, betri- 
butaries to thy riots, 


I wiſh, that exteriourly thou appear with an open s. viſor- 
viſage, a {miling countenance,a very honeſt deport. 4, Ferti- 


ment ; but be thou inwardly tull oft cauteries, and 
be thy heart always repleniſhed with more ſtains, 
then the moſt ſpotted skin of a Panther, Thou ſhalt 
ſell thy ſoul to ambition, and to advance thy for- 


© tune, ſhalt neither hearken to God, Angel, conſci- 


ence, nor virtue : . thou ſhalt have no regard to the 
perſon either of father, mother, brother or ſiſter, 
but the meaſure of all thy amities ſhall be thy own 
interefts, Thou muſt not think any thing unjuſt, 
when it ſhall be for thy own accommodation, nor be 
thou ſcrupulous in matter of conſcience , of what 
ſide ſoever profit accrew,it hathever a good ſaviour. 
Thou ſhalt,to ſuit with the time, bear a minde more 
black then the abyfs, and to ruin an innocent, ſhalc 
not ſpare ſuch treacheries and treaſons as have here- 
tofore been accounted moſt horrible : but the cu- 
ſtom of the age,which is ſo naturalized in vice,cauſ- 
eth that we now grow familiar with monſters. Thou 
ſhalt raiſe again out of all, if thou canſt, andler 
there not be a vice, that yields thee not tribute, Thy 
words ſhall be full of cunning, thy cunning of pro- 
miſes, and thy promiſes of winde. Finally, thou 
ſhalc live in Chriſtianity, as a Faxizary at the Porta 
of the great Turk , and for recompence,when thou 
ſhalt end thy days, which cannot laſt very long, 
thou ſhalt direRly go to the Paradiſe of Afahower, 
with thoſe great lights, S«rdanapalns, Epicurms, 
Bajazet, and Selymms. 

Behold the infamous and pernicious diſcourſe, 
which this wicked Maſter held with this young man: 
wherein you may obſerve a true Satyre of the lives 
of many, who entitle themſelves Noble, although 
their manners are far worſe then theſe my words, 


inthy love, then vice , nor other means, but thoſe o and that the wy TI of a writer cannot fo 


which thy bruitiſhneſs ſhall provide thee. Thou 
ſhalt rake no difference between the bed of marri- 
ed, and that of virgins and women proſtitute; and 
when thou haſt ſeduced an unhappy maid, thou ſhalr 
vaunt it, as if thou had gained a Citie. 

For this purpoſe it is fit thou entertaineſt bravery, 
thy belly, and game, for theſe will be the furies moſt 
thou ſhalt take the moſt 
coltly ſtuffs ont of the ſhops of Merchants, to 


6, D- Gr 
cer, Teipe- — 
wal wick: familiar to thy humour : 


receſs. 


cover the ſtench with gold and ſcarlet, and thou ,, 


ſhalt hold all the beſt Artiſans in breath to ſerve 

thee. When thou muſt pay thy debts, thou ſhalt re- 

venge benefits by force of injuries, and cloſe up thy 

7. Diſor- infidelity with all ſorts of ingratitude. Ifthou hat! 
and.” fubjeRs, thou ſhalt uſe them like ſlaves, and govern 
in govern- [Dem with all rigour, exerciſing violence on their 
ment of bodies, and rapine on their goods : one ſhall ſeed 
Ent thy dogs, the other thy horſes, the other thy ſer- 
' vants, which ordinarily are petty Tartariani,wliole 
inſolency foſtered by the Maſters and Lords, doth 

all which may be expected from a fervil foul, that 

hath authority inits hands ; yea, thou ſhalc endea- 

vour to make good men believe, that what thou 


much feign, but they in their profane ations will 
expreſs much more. Let us gow behold the Palace 
-of rrue Valour, and take an antidote againſt the 
poiſofis of the times. 


The third SECT 10N, 


The Temple of Valour, and ſage Precepts, pi- 
ven by the Chriſtzan Souldter, to refute the 
manners of theſe times, And firſt, that 
Prety helpsth HY, alour. 


He Souldier perſuing his way, -entereth into 

the Temple of Valour, where, according to 

the excellent conceits of the painter before mentio- 
ned, he beholdeth on the frontifpiece of the Palace 
a goodly rower of Chriftal, adorned with hghts, as 
the Globe of glaſs, in which the Perſaxs heretofore 
bare the jmage of the Sun: orelfe by the imitati- 
on of that huge Pharos of Alexandria, which en- 
Iighrened the ſea on all ſides, to guide veſſels to a 
tate haven, This was exprefly ſer downe to fignifie 
the great and divine lights of wiſdom, which are 
Tp 
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in a true Chriſtian valour, This Palace ſeemed whol- 
ly built of Rocks, of the colour of Iren, ſtreamed 
with little veins of bloud, which well ſhewed it was 
purpoſely done, to repreſent the invincible courage 
of the Pupils of this virtue. The Halls were all hang- 
ed with proweſs and victories : and inſtead of co- 
lamnes, it had great Statues of the moſt valorous 
men of the world, who flouriſhed in the revolution 
of ſo many Ages. Valour bare ſway within it, ſit- 
ting, not on Gilly-flowers, 'or Roſes, but encom- 

aſſed with thorns and ſufferings, ever armed, and 
{till with Sword in hand, with which it cut off an in- 
finite number of monſters, and chaſed away all Sa/- 
moneans from its houſe, 

In this Palace was the brave Eleazar , who, as 
ſoon as be from far perceived this young Souldier, 
he cauſed him to draw near , and ſpeak to him in 
theſe terms : 

Son, Idoubt not but you found at the entrance 
into my lodging a wicked Sorcerer , who hath by 
the ear empoyloned you:It is neceſſary you cleanſe 
it,to make your ſelf capable of the fingular precepts 
of valour and wiſdom, whick I am now preſently to 
afford you, ſeeing you for this cauſe are come hi- 
ther into my Palace. It hath been told you, that to 


©-furarion Þe a go0d ſouldier,you mult become a little Cyc/op, 
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without any feeling of God,orReligion : for devo- 
tion were but to weaken your warlike humours. 
Thoſe who have faid this unto you , have told no- 


The $ ouldter, 


promiſeth ſo many rewards to virtue, and puniſh- 
ments for crime, not for a time, but for all eternity, 
it it be once well engraven inhearts, ſhall produce 
{o many worthy effects beyond thoſe of other Secs, 
as truth is above lying, reality above nothing, and 
the ſun above the ſhadows ? 7 
From whence think you :do ſo many negleRs 
grow, but from coldneſs in Religion? For how can 
a ſouldier but be yaliant,when he is confidently per- 


ro lwaded, it is the will of the living God that he obey 


his Prince, as if he bcheld a Divinity upon earth. 
and that burying himſelf in the duty of this obedi- 
ence being well purified from his ſins, he takes a 
moſt aſſured way to beatitude ? How can he be but 
the more couragious, having received abfolution of 
his {ins by the vircue of the Sacrament; firice by the 
Confeſſion of all Sages, there is nothing ſo perplex- 
ed, ſo timorous, ſo inconſtant, as a conſcience trou- 
bled with the image of its own crimes ? How ſhould 


:O it ſpare a tranſitory life, having a firm belicf of im- 


mortality, ſince the wiſeſt have judged, that the va- 
lour of ancient Gar/s, which was admired by the 
Romaxs, proceeded from no other ſource, but from 
a ſtrong perſwaſion which the Draides had given 
them,rouching the immortality of our ſouls? How 
could he be- but moſt confident, if he ftedfaſily 
beheld the eye of the Divine Providence of God 
perpetually vigilant for his proteRion ? Low 
could he be but moſt fervent, it he did but figure 


thing new. Itis an old ſong,whichthey have drawn 30 the Saviour of the world at the gates of Heaven 


out of Machiavel, who thinking to make a Prince, 
have made a wilde beaſt,and yet would perſwade us 
it was a man : butthoſe that believe it,are ſuch on- 
ly as bear their eys on their heels. Let us not ſerve 
our ſelves with thus Phyloſophy of fleſh, which ma. 
keth valour and devotion, as two things incompa- 
tible. - Verily I go not about to require of you an 
affeed, enforced, and ceremonious piety, that is 
out of the limits ot your profefſion. 1 would have 
you a Souldier, and not a Monk : but aſſure you the 
prime virtue of art military, is to have good 
thoughts, and pure beliefs touching the Divinity, 
then to praRtce ſuitableneſs thereto by offices and 
exteriour actions of piety. 

When 1 ſpeak this, I am fo ſtrong in reaſons, that 
I dare take our enemies themſelves tor Judges. Be- 
hold the ſubtile AZachiarel, who upon the Decades 


is the ſoul of Titus Livins, ſheweth Religion is an admirable 


of Milita- 


ry yirtue. 


(Chapel 3ells 


inſtrument ofall great ations, and that the Rowans 


enterprizes, and pacifie tumults and feditions,which 
roſe inthe revolution of State.Becauſe it was ( ſaid 
he) more conſcience to offend God then men, belie- 
ving his power ſurpaſſed all kbumane things, So we 
ſee, that all thoſe who wou!d form, cheriſh, or ad- 
vance a State, although they had no true Religion 
in their ſouls, have taken pretexts,as Lyexurgus, Nu- 
ma, Sertorins, Iſmael the Perſian, and Mahomet.1 
demand of you thereupon (my ſouldier) if by the 


with his bands fullof rewards ? See you not that all 
reaſons combar for ns, as well as experience ? 

| will not flatter Chriſtians, under pretext that I 
call my felfthe Chriſtian Knight, nor ought] to be- 
tray my cauſe under the ſhadow of modeſty, Let all 
the ancient and modern Hiſtories be read, let milita- 
ry aCts be examined , and courages poized in a juſt 
ballance: ] challenge the ableſtChronicler to preſent 
me any valour out of Greek, or Reman Hiſtory , 


40 where the moſt admirable proweſs are to be ſeen, 


that I do not ſhew chem perpetually parallel'd,yea, 
ſurpaſſed by the courage of Chriſtians.When1 read 


Þ 2 
Þ.3 
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thoſe Hiſtories of elder times , I behold Greciaus The 325 


that rriumphed , for baving quanquiſhed Yer xes : 
who,to ſay the truth, was a Stag leading an army of 
Sheep : never was any thing ſeen ſo perplexed. And 
although there had been no oppoſition, yer was this 
great body compoted of a lazy ſtupified army, only 
ftrong to ruine it ſelf. ſeea young Alexander who, 


made uſc thereof to eſtabliſh their Ciry,purſue their 5 © to ſpeak truth, was of an excellent nature, though 


the molt judicious obſerve great errour in his carri- 
age, he ott-times being raſh,& many times inſolent : 
but it was well tor him he had to do with ſach groſs 
Novices, whoſe eys were dazled with the ſimple 
glimmer ofa ſword, for had he come to encounter 
the arms of Exrope , his Laurels doubtleſs would 
have been ſeento wax hoary in theNorthern ſnows. 
I ſee the Rowan C2/ars, who invade,or thoſe which 
are already effeminated by their proper vice,or ſich 


teſtimony of this man, who hath made himſelt our gg as are wanderers, and diſ-united, not-to have an af- 


adverſary falſe beliefs have had ſo much power up- 
on minds, that they have rendred them more doci- 
ble to virtue, more obedient to Sovereignty, more 
adventrous to undertake things difficult, *more pa- 
tient to tollerate matters diſpleaſing, more couragi» 
ous t0 ſurmount thoſe which make oppoſition : if, I 
ſay,the ſole imagination of a falſe Divinity, account- 
ed to puniſh miſdeeds and recompence valour with 
a temporal ſalary, was powerful enough to make 
Legions fly,all covered with iron, through ſo many 
perils, muſt we not ſay by the confeſſion of our ve- 
ry enemy, that a true Religion, as oursis , which 


ſured ſtate to reſiſt their enemies, My ears are per= 
petually filled with the as of Cyn:giras, who ha- 
ving both his hands cut off, bit the arms and ſhips 
of his enemies with his teeth , of one Orryades, who 
wrote his victory with his own blood', of one Ser- 
gixs, who fought four times with the lefr hand, 
which Pliny obſerverh in his Hiſtory, as a prodigy: 
of the one-eyed Horatins, who defended a bridge a- 
gainſt the army of his enemies, of a Maid named 


g Clelia, who paſled overTyber an horſe-back; of one 


Sicinnins, that had been in fixſcore combates , and 


bare away thirty fx fpoyls of his enemies, with five 


and 


of Pagans, 


and fourty wounds at divers times. I will not exte- 
nuate their proweſs, nor take away from them the 
honour they deſerved : for to ſay there was no va- 
lour nor vigour in theſe ancient courages, were tO 
proceed againſt common opinion, But we now a- 
days ſee many Arifarchuſes in the world, who have 
ſpirss ſo retrograde , that when we ſpeak of bruit 
beatts, they bighly glorifie them above men , asif 
they were of the race of Viyſſer his ſouldiers, who, 
as Fables tell us, were turned into Hogs : ſo when 
we come to compare the valour of Chriſtians 
with that of Infidels, they finde nothing, which on 
our part may give them content, ſo much haye they 
either of malice, or \tupidity, 

rroweſsof Let medye, if in the ſole life of Captain Bayard, 

Chriſtians. yarlike atchievements may not be obſerved,which 
in manage and valour ſurpaſs thoſe of Alexander's 
and Pewpry's : and he that would number all the 
heroick ations which have been performed in our 


by Chriſtian women,might as ſoon reckon the ſtars 
ih the firmament. And had 1 now undertaken to 
make a fimple enumeration of great Captains, 
which have flouriſhed in Chriſtendom , it would 
weary pens, fill books, and confound readers. 

I would willingly know whether Conftantine, £0- 
ing out of an Oratory where he prayed with the 
Biſhops, before he had fo many battels ,was leſs vali- 
ant againſt Afaxentins, Maximianus and Licinins:If 


to the prayers of Monks, have the leſs done his de- 
voir againit Afaximus,and Enugenins ? Whether He. 
raclius were the more remils for a—_—_ theImage 
of our Bleſſed Lady-in his hands, when he ſubdued 
Coſroesiing of Perſea in three pitched battel?Whe. 
ther Clodovers did the leſs good, when he cauſed his 
ſtandards to march under the condu of the pray-* 
ers of S. Martin? Whether Charls Martel were 
weakened in his devorions, when at the only battel 


and fifteen thouſand Saraceys, with the moſt hide- 
ous ſlaughcer that ever was ſeen ? Whether Charle- 
main in being ſo firmly ryed toAltars,felt his arms 
to fail againſt the Lo»whards, Saxons, and Aﬀoors ? 
Whether the Sword of Godfrey of Bovillen, after fo 
many actions of piety, were the leſs keen, when it 
cleft the Barbariays at a blow, from the crown of 
the head to the pirdle.ſtead, and gliſtered in azure 
all covered with rays of Palms and Laurels? Whe- 


leſs charge the Goths ? And whether $imex Moyfort 
in taking his Sword from the Altar , were the leſs 
dreadful to the 4lbigean Hereticks ? 

Aſluredly there is nothing ſo ſtrong, nothing fo 
invincible, nor triumphant, as a valour which 
marcherh under the laws of Chriſtian Religion. The 
Turkiſh Nation, which ſeemeth to be born to bran. 
diſh the Sword, and to have ample tranſcendency in 
matters of Arms, feareth not ſo much the Per fax 


ſtians. And Baronias in an Epiſtle Dedicatory of 
bis Annals, which he wrote to the Great Heyry the 
Fourth of famous memory, obſerverh, That they 
hold it as a fatal Propheſie among them, that their 
Empire ſhall never be deſtroyed, unlefsit be by the 
hands of Frexch-men, If they bave obtained viRo- 
ries againſt Chriſtians in ſo many wars,it hath ever 
been our diviſions that have diſarmed us, our ambi- 
tions that have devoured us, our Apoſtata-brothers 


qCuainted them with our inventions, our induſtries, 
and arms, our mutual quarrels which haye waſted 


tO 


of Towers he cut in pieces three hundred threeſcore #2 


Y «2 
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us,our frsthat have chaſtiſed vs,the bard of a pewy- 
erful God which hath excited the Saraccys to puri. 
fie, urder ſome colour of temperance 7nd juſtice, 
thoſe lands which ours had dehled by ſo many or- 
dures and facriledges, tor otherwiſe there could not 
be any force in the world able to reſ:{t Chriſtian 
Princes, were they well united, 

We know it by the ſucceſs of the battel of Lepay- 
to, and the prowels of George Caſtrioth, called Scax- 
derbeg, who with a flying camp defeated ſeven Ge. 
nerals of the Turkiſh Ariny in ſeven great batrels, 
wherein he flew two thouſand men with his own 
hand, and in the end made AmwarathNark mad to 
ſee himſelf defied, beaten, and maimed by 2 pett 
Lord, and with ſo ſmall numbers. What could this 
brave courage have done, had it been aſſiſted with 
men, gold, and arms, anſwerable to his merits? 

Are you not then very ridiculous, O Souldier, 
when to be accounted valiant, you play the Cyc/op, 


wars, ſometimes by ſilly <ouldiers, ſometimes alſo 72 and fear leſt devotion might weaken your courage ? 


Accuſe not your Religion, for it is holy : accuſe not 
Devorion, tor it is innocent, Rather accuſe your 
own impiety, your own neglect, your own unwor. 
thineſs of ſpirit, and your own. baſeneſs: that is ir 
which enfeebleth you, and cauſeth char you are on- 
ly valiant to play the beaſt.No man loſeth courape, 
bur he that never had it, and no man hath it, if he 
beg it not of the true God of hoſts, Where ſhould 
we ſeek for light but of the Sun, for waters, but in 


T heodsfius in recommending himſelt ſo par ticularly 30 rivers, and heat, but in fire ? And where think you 


to finde true ſtrength , but with the God of the 
ſtrong ? The more you ſhall be vaited to him, the 
more able you ſhall be , not that he will eyer give 
you ſtrength of body,as to Ailo,that you may bear 
an Oxe , but in ſerving him, you ſhall have from 
him the courage ofa man, who hath his root in rea- 
ſon, bis encreaſe in piety, and his crown in true 


glory. 
The fourth SEC T10N, 
Manifeſt proofs which declare, that Piety and 


Valour are not things incompatible. 


T is an intollerable thing to ſee certain youn 
Roarers, who think to make themſelves efteem 
valiant by profeſſion of impiety , and have, as it 
were, but one ſhame, which is, not to be ſhameleſs 
at all, as if we had never ſeen , nor as yet was eyer 
heard in the world,” of Souldiers furniſhed before 


ther B-liſarias in. being a good Catholick, did the $© God and men with great and divine virtues, who 


fail not to be as couragious as Lions, Let us not 
ſearch our Saints of the Martyrologe,let us only be- 
hold among a thouſand, one man,whoſe life was ve- 
ry lately printed, written in a low ſtyle, 1 mean the 


Marſhal Boucicaat,who flouriſhed in Fraxce under ——— 
Charles the Sixth. Theſe petty Rodomonts, who 9s AM 


make boaſt of Duels, meer cowardiſe covered with liſhed this 
| written by 
an ancient 


an opinion of courage, durſt not behold this Cap. 


tain, without doing that which heretofore was done Author. 


and T artariax Standards, as the Banners of Chri- 69 to the ſtatues of the Sun, that is,to put finger on the 


mouth and admire. For, not to ſpeak of his other 
aQts of proweſs, it is he who was preſent at that fu- 


rious battel, wherein Bajazet the Turkiſh Ermpe. The Mar- 


rour , waged war againſt the King of Hungary , 
where there were many French men, the Duke of 
Burgundy, then called the Count of Nevers, being 
there in perſon. 

The hiſtory ſaith, that the Turk coming to fight 
with dreadful forces, began ſo farious a charge, 


who have betrayed us, our Infidels who have ac- 70 the air being thickened with a black cloud of Ar- 


rows, that the Haxgarians, who were reputed good 
Souldiers, much trembled at this aſſaulr, and fled 
| away 


ſhs1 Zonet- 
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away. The French, who ever had Icarned in ail bat- 
tels ro vanqu.ſh,or diegunwilling fo much as to heat 
any ſpeech of the name of flight , preſſed into the 
Turkiſh Army, notwithſtanding the ſtakes and piles 
fixed in the earth to ſerve as hindrances,and attend. 
ed by ſome other troups, brake the Vanguard of tlie 
Turks by the counſel and example of che brave Mar- 
ſhal, whereat Bajaz+r much amazed, was ready to 
retire,at which time wt was told him, there was but a 
very liccle handful of Frexch-men , who made the 
greatelt refſtance, and that it werc beſt ro aflavi: 
them He,who kept his Battalions very freſh, return- 
eth and came to tall upon theſe poor fouldiers, now 
extremely tired, Never did angry Lion exerciſe ſuch 
violent force amongſt the javelins of hunters,as was 
then the proweſs which ſhined inthis generousCap- 
tain. For,be having no further purpoſe bur to ſel his 
own life, and thoſe of his companions, as dear as he 
could, ſo negligently betrayed, he with the Freach 


bim,did ſuch feats of arms,that it was thought twen- 
ty thouſand Turks were ſlain in the'place. In the 
end,thisprodigious multitude,able to weary out the 
moſt hardy ,alchough it had been but to cut them to 
pieces , did ſo nearly encompaſs our Frexch, that 
the Count Never, with Marſhal Boxcicant,and the 
moſt worthy perſon: ges, were taken priſoners, 

The next day after this diſmal battel, Bajazct 
ſitting under a Pavillion ſpred for him in the field, 
cauſed the priſoners to be brought betore , him, to 
drench himſelf in bloud and vengeance, which he fo 
paſſionately loved, 

Never was ſpeRacle ſeen more worthy of com- 
paſſion : the poor *Lords, who had done wonders 
in arms able ro move _ wereled, as it were, 
half naked, ſtraitly bound with coards and fetters - 
no regard being had neithcr to their bloud, which 
was noble, nor youth, which was pitiful, nor their 
behaviour, moſt raviſhing , theſe Saracexs , ugly 
and horrible as divels , ſer them before the face of 
the Tyrant ; who in the winkof aneye ,- cauſed 
their throats to be cur at his feet , as if he meant 
to carrouſe their bloud. 

The Count Vevers,with two otherCounts of Ewe 
and Marche,had now their heads under the ſymitar, 
and their lives hung, bur,as it were,at a thread,when 
Bajazt having heard by his interpreters, that they 
were near kinimen to theKing of Fraxce,cauſed them 
to be reſerved, commanding they ſhould fit on the 


1 
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Maſſes, with ſo exemplar d:vorion;that he never fui- 


bz 
V.; 


tered any man to ſpeak to lim in the Churchgwhere 


he ſaid the Office with tinpular attention, tor witch 
he ſo accommodated [:is company, thac you ſhould 
never ſee the leſt ation of uncomelirels in Divine 
Service, which hedid not ſeverely puniſh, Vur the 
Hiſtorian addeth, that who had b-h:cid his people ar 
Maſs, would rather think he ſaw religious men,then 
Couldiers, Noblcmen are of power to bend their fa- 


to Milies to what they pleaſe, wereit not thatthrough 


ſoftneſs of ſpirit, they many times 


&:ye way to the 
Torrent, and contenring themſelves to be cod, 
make all the re!t nought by the cafinefs of thur no 
tures, I ſpezk rot hear to you of a Cononicol + ain, 
a Hermit, a Religious man, a Prieſt, 1 ipeak ©: 
Marſhal of Fraxce, of a moſt ardent Warrtony, 
Behold, I pray, whether ptery be ircon:patils!, 
with arms, "Ibis brave Capticin hapy.!'y made | 


Will, diſpoſing of all his devotions, his affairs, 


ing all the good he couldduring his lit-, noc expe- 
&ting the caſual portions of others piety, as thoſe, 
who cauſe the torch to be carried behind , co light 
them when the y have loſt their eys, and indeed ne- 
ver do well, but when they are in a condition to be 
able to do no more. The charitable Lord informed 
himſelf very particularly of the neceflities of the 
baſhſul poor, ſer their names down in his Regiſters, 
as the rareſt pieces of his Cabinet, appointed on 


36 every (ide his aims to poor Religious, tro Widows, 


to Orphans, to needy Souldicrs, namely thoſe, who 
through inability of old age and {cknets, could la- 
bour no more. He viſited Hoſpitals, givirg accord. 
ing to his means, round fumms of money to furniſh 
and accommodate them : it be walkedin the ſlreets, 
he ever had charity in his hangs, that himfclt mighr 
vive all he could, for he therein rook a ſingular con- 
rentment , and never was ſeen to be fo nierry , as 
when he had diſtributed good ftore of money ; this 


40 Was his hunting, his game, his delight, 


He bare a {ingular devotion towards the Friday, 


-in' memory of the pallion of our Saviour ; and 


whileft he was able, did cat nothing on that day bur 
fruits &pulſe, abſtaining [rom all which participaced 
of the lite of beaſts , and cloathed himſelf likewife 
with a moſt {imple habir, defirons to ſhew exteri- 
ourly ſome taſt of the reverence we owe to the 
bioud of the Son of God, Beſides abſlinences com- 
manded, he ordirarily faſted the Saturday, which is 


ground ac his feet,where they were enforced to be- 5 dedicated to the memory of the Bleſſed Virgin. He 


hold the lamentable butchery of their Nobility. 
The valiant Marſhal Boxcicant in his turn was pro- 
duced, covered with a little linnen cloth,to maſſacre 
him over the bodiesof ſo many valiant men, He, who 
was wiſe, and particularly inſpired by God in this 
extremity, made a fign with his fingers before Baja- 
zet,who underſiood net his language, as if he would 
declare bimfelf the kinſman of theCount of Nervers, 
who beheld him with an eye fo pitiful,thar it was of 


never fed at his repaſt but on one diſh , and though 
he had great quantity of filver vetlels, he cauſed 
himſelf ro be ſerved in Pewter, and earth , being 
glorious in publick, and 1n his particular, an enemy 
of worldly pomps and yanitics. 

T leave you to think, how much this kinde of lite 
is alienated from the curious Nobility , co whom 
we mult daily give ſo many priviledges and dilpens 
ſations, that it ſeems, it is tor their ſakes neediul to 


power to rent rocky hearts. B4jazet being perſwa- gg create another Chriſtendom , beſides that which 


ded by this ſign, that he was of the bloud-royal,cau. 
ſed him to be ſet apart ro remain a priſoner : where 
he afterward by his great prudence , endeavoured 
the liberty of thoſe noble Gentlemen, and his own. 
I cannot think theſe petty Novyices of war will com- 
pare themſelves to the valour of this man, accom- 
pliſhed with ſuch heroick prowels, 

Let ns come, if it pleale you, to conſider him at 
leiſure, whether he were ot the number of thoſe 
who profeſs themſelves wicked, that they may ſeem 
valiant. He was a man,who in time of peace, whileft 
he governed the City of Gez:4, Gaily heard two 


bath been eſtabliſhed by the Son of God. A man 
would ſay , to ſee how they pamper iheir bodies , 
they were deſcended from Heaven,ard that thither 
they ſhould return , not paffing through the ſepul. 
cher, for they deigert, and to farten and gild a 
dung-hil covercd with Snow , ſport with the bloud 
and ſwear of men. 

Superfluity of taſt being ſo well reprefſed,all went 
in true meaſure in the houſe of this good Marſhal : 
his Retinue was very well entertained —_— 


his quality,and he had a very ſolemn cuſtom by him 


religiouſly obſerved, which was ſpeedily to pay tus 


debts N 


and 1. 
Cavalry , and ſome few other people who ſtuck to 20 charge : each day he executed ſome part hereot,do- 


5 
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;2y s debts, and a3 much as he might poſſible to be enga- At the time that the Emperour of Conſtantinople, 
ed io none. 1t is no ſmall virtue, nor of fleightim- then diſpoſſeſſed ot one part of his Empire by the 
portance, it we conſider the Nobility at this time, great Turk, came into France tO demard ſuccour, 4 


to eaſily ingulphed in great labyrinths of debts, and had obtained ol the King -twelve hundred men, 
which daily encreaſe like huge balls of Snow that defrayed for a year: many Widow-L.adies were {cen 
fall trom Mountains, and which require Ages and at the Court, who complained of injuſtices and Op- 
golden Mines to diſcharge them, preſtions by them endured alter the death of their 
Is it not a mol? incxcuſable cruelty before God husbands; whereby this good Marſhal was ſo mo- 
and men,to ſce a buſi: \Merchant,a needy Arrtificer, ved with compaſſion , that with much freedom he 
every day to multiply bis journeys and iteps before 10 inſticured an Order of Knights for the defence of 
the Gate of a Lord, or a Lady, who bear his ſweat afflicted Ladies , which he furnamed. The Order of . 
and bloud in the pleyts of ther Garments? Andin the white Lady, becauſe they viho made profeſſion 
ſtead of giving ſome ſa:is?ation upon lis molt juſt — O40 bare: [cuichion ot go'd enamelled with green, 
requeſts, it is told him he is an imporcunate teſiow, ard thereon ihe iigure of a Lady in colour white : 
and he many times menaced with taſtonadoes,if he thus ſought he by all occations ro do good, ard 
deſiſt not td demand his own. Is not this to live like _ ſhewed lumfelt a great enemy ot idlencfs, the yery 
aTartarian? Is not this to degrade one's felt trom moth of minds. 
Nobility, Chriſtianity , and Reaſon ? Is not this He ordinarily roſe carly in the morning , and 
to thru the knife into the throat of houſes and en- ſpent about three hours in Prayer and Divine Ser- 
tire families > Alledge not unto me, that it is impoſ- 2g VICE : Al the end whereot he went to Council, which 
{ible [or you to pay at tac time what 1s demanded. laſted mall Dinner-time. After his repaſt, he SaVeau. 
Why,well forelceing your own impo:eacy , have dience to all thoſe, who would ſpeak with him upon 
you heaped up debts, which cannot be diſcharged ? their affairs, not tailing to behold his Hall daily full 
Why do you not rather admit the lefſening of your =O! people, whom he ſpeedily diſpatched, contenting 
port? Why cut you not off ſo many ſuperfluous Every one with anſwers ſweet and reaſonable; from 
things ? Are not your {ins 0410us enough before thence he retired ro write I etters, and to SiVe thac 
God, but you mult encreaſe them with the marrow order to his Officers, which his pleaſure was ſhould 
of che poor ? From hence arifeth the conterapc of beobſervedin every affair : and if he had no other 
your perſons, the hatred of your name, the brea- employment, he went to Ve#pers. At his return he 
ches and ruines of your houtes. 30 took ſore pains, then finiſhing the reſt of his of- 
bis man in well paying his debts,was ſerved and fice, e nded the day. The Sundays and Holy-days 
reſpected of Officers, like alittle Deity , there was either he went on toot in ſome'pilgrimage of devo- 
no 2ecd to doubt, nor to make a falſe ſtepinto his tion, or cauſed the lite of Saints, or other victories 
houſe. Never would he ſuffer a vice, or a bad ſer- to be read,daily more and more to diſpoſe his man- 
vant, were it to $2in an Empire.Blaſphemies,oaths, ners unto virtue, W hen he marched in the field, he 
lyes.flanders,games,quarrels,and ſuch like ordures, had an admirable way , not to oppreſs any of his 
were baniſhed from his Palace, as Monſters, andif Company; nor would he permit, even in the land of 
he found any of his family in fault, he diſmiſſed an enemy, that the leaſt diſturbance ſhould be gi- 
them,leſt they ſhould infe& the other: yet nor ſcan- VEN to Eccleliallicks, 
dalizing them, nor divulging their offerces. At the 4 Behold you not here a life worthy of a French 
rable he ſpake little, and did voluntarily entertain Cavalier * Oh Nobility , thisman was not a petty 


— 
_- 


himſelf with examples of virtuesinthe hves of No- Royſter , who makes boaſt to fight in a Meadow : 
blemen, not opening his mouth to diſcourte of his bur a ſouldier, who during the wars with the Eng- 
own proper aQts, buc with fngular ſobriety, /iſp, kep: the field of batrel three times, thirty days 

In his marriage he demeaned himſel/moſt chaſt- rogether, againſt thoſe brave ſouldiers who would 
ly, and had ſuch a borrour againſt impurity, that he oppoſe him, from whence he went out all ſparkling 
'wouldnor ſo much as keep a fervant who had aluſt- with glory and wonders, 


ful eye. Behold the cauſe, why p:ſting one day on -L would here willingly add a Bertrand of Gueſe- 
horſe-back through the ſtreets of theCity of Genoa, fin, Count of Loygnevil, and Conſtable of Fraxce, 
is a Lady preſented her ſelf at her window to comb 5 q whoſe life Nonſicur Afcyard hath given us,written 
her hair, and one of the Gentlewomen of the Mar- © by a Pen of that ancient Age, in old language : you 
ſhals rrain, ſeeing her trefſes very bright and beau- ſhall fee a man, who after he had ſolemnly dedica- 
riful, cried out, 0h what a good!y head of hair | &ray- ted in the offertory ot a Vals, his ſoul, body, and 
ing to behold her, the Lord looked back on him arms at theAltars, tought fix or ſeven times hand to 
with a ſevere eye, ſaying . It 1s nit well dont, it 15 hand, exerciſed firange feats 'of battel and arins ; 
»ot fit, that from the honſe of a Governenr, a wanton ltood inthe nidlt of combates, bold, and confident 
cye ſhould be ſeen to glance. as in his chamber, being otherwiſe furious, ſtrong, 
[n this point and all the reſt which concerned the and Rout ig the preſs, You. ſhould ſee a man ſage 
commerce and repoſe of Citizens, he rendered ſo 1n counſels, prompr in execution, whom an enemy 
prompt and exact juſtice, that it was a Proverb a- 60 found near at hand when he thought him thirty 
monglit thoſe of Gezo, when any one was offended, leagues of, A man in all things elſe tree from fraud 
to ſay to him who had wronged him: Jf you wil or diffimwlation, cheartul, courteous, obliging,agd 
wot 11ght me, my Lord Marſhal will, The other liberal of his own,imploying his moveables and the 
underitanding 1t , gfr-times rather choſe ro ſub- jewels of his wife for relict of poor ſouldiers. Then 
mit himſelf to right, then expe& a condemnation You may judge , whether to be valiant, you may 
which was inevitable. He ſo by this mears. gained live in the Court of a Chriſtian Prince like alittle 
the good opinion of the people; that the tnhobirants - Turk, © Where is your judgment ? and where 
of the City ſent tothe King , beſceching he migiz your reaſon? 
continue the government to the end ot his days : 
which having obtained, it ſeemed to them, they had 70 
drawn an Angel from Heaven,to fix himatthe ftern 
of their Common-wealth, 
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The fifth SECT 1 ON. 
Againſt Duels, 


Do aſſure my ſelf ſome will not forget to tell 
] you, that ro be valiant menof the times , you 
muſt be outragious in ſlanders, in blaſpemies, in au- 
dacious words, in duels, challenges , which are the 
mighty valours of this age. Well then, my ſouldier, 


\ following this courſe, you will learn to ſwear 2nd 


Autzours 
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Lazinelſs. 
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blaſpheme. I ſpeak nor how great this crime is, nor 
how much you render your tongue puniſhable in 
diſpoſing it to this language of Devils. But I will ſay 
one thing, which is very certain, thoſe which ſeek 
for glory out of vice, have not always been made e- 
minently proſperous. All you may do in purchaſing 
Hell by theſe execrable oaths , will be ro acquire 
the goodly qualities ofa baſe Clown, 

And as concerning Duels, I undoubtedly hold, 
that if this infamous ſouldier, who hath abuſed you, 
were willing to ſpeak the truth, which his conſcience 
will diate to him, he rather gives it you for an ho- 
neſt coverture of cowardice, then for true valour, 
The world is not ſo doltiſh as to meaſure courage 
by the model of Afoors, (layes, and horſe-boys,who 
were the firſt executours of theſe butcheries, How 
can you perſwade us that a confuſed maſs of theſe 
petty Mutiniers, who have nothing elſe in their 
mouths but theſe duels, may be valiant men? We 
are not fo ignorant, but that we well know courage 
never makes good alliance with ſervitude and effe- 
minacy. But the moft part of this kinde of men, are 
ſervile ſpirits, who ſubmit to an infinite number of 
ſhameful and tyrannical laws , for a little ſmook. 
They are bodies withered with lazineſs , who are 
many times entangled in their garters, and ſtand in 
needto have rings for winter and ſummer,to change 
according to the ſeaſons. They fear theLancet of the 
Chyrurgeon, they cry out aloud for a ſleight Fever, 
and will needs be tended like women in Child. bed : 
Imagine with your ſelf, what valour can be herein, 
Were they beaten and ſtampt into powder in aMor- 
ter, a hundred of ſuch like R odomonts would not 
make up one half ounce of warlike fortitude. But 
there is a little deſpair and rage, which boileth ina 
paſſionate heart, ro counterſeit virtue. God forbid, 
we ſhould take chaff tor gold, hemlock for parſley, 
or an ape, for a man. We know valour, by report 
of great Captains, reſteth in mature deliberation 
and coolneſs, as in its true element, When 1 behold 
one of theſe filly braggards, who haſteneth to the 
field for a baſe fear of ſome ſhame, or upon ſome 
liver-heat which tormenteth him, T make as much 
reckoning of it, asif I ſaw an angry Hen. Do you 
think $ichem wasa couragious man for enduring 
to be circumciſed for the love of Dizah ? My opt- 
nionis, it was anac of much cowardice to permit 
himſelf ro be cut with a Razor in the moſt ſhame. 
ful part of his body.to pleaſe a ſilly female Few,who 
when it was done, had great cauſe to turn this pain- 
ful Sacrifice into ſcorn and laughter, This poor 
Courtier to ſatisfie a wily wench, for a fooliſh ima. 
gination of point of honour, haſteneth to be cutin 
pieces in the tield : unhappy man, he rhinketh ro 
marry Dinah, and findes Proſerpina ; he propoſeth 
to himſelf a worldly glory, that may rank him in 


the number of the valiant , and meeteth a bloudy - 


death, which at one bow killeth body ard foul, Let 
me dye,ifit be not the pooreſt thing to behold them 
in ſuch adventures, For if one did fee them, they 
would make thoſe burſt with laughing at their idle- 
nes, who were.willing to bemoan their miſery, I 


COURT. 


19 heart have undertaken, 


' words armed not deſpair to 


The Souldier, 


have drawngfrom this maſſacre, ſ1ch as were more 
amazed then a bridled Gooſe, and more ghaſtly 
then a dead man four days after his Funeral , raken 
from his Sepulcher. T heſe filly creatures endured all 
this to make a wretched bruit run up and Gown ih 
Paris , that they were in the end beaten, and had 
with ſo many cold ſweats of dearhs done char, which 
their Lackeys, who are ſomewhat more ſtupid, 
would a bundred times with moe willingrel: of 
3chold you not who is 
worthy either of compaſſion, or contempt? Yer 
you flatter them with a pretext of con:age , which 
you enforce them to purchaſe ar a coſtly rate, 
When you applaud ſuch ations, and tell how b-ave 
a combate was performed bchind the Charter- 
houſe, and that both of them came thithec with 
much reſolution, you are men guilty of blood: it 
ſhould ſuffice you ro have your judgments ſo dull 
in the eſtimation which ought to be made upon va- 


20 lour, without rendering your tongues fo tragical, 


Their trembling ſwords would become very lazy 
to conſummate the myſteries of furies , if your 


play out the reſt of 
the Game. | | 


Perhaps you wil! ſay, yon krow thoſe who have 
fought duels , who, no: withſtanding were valiant in 


'Armies, | deny not this 1 affirm not that a valiant 


man cannot fight a duel , but I deny thathe is va- 
liant for fighting a duel. David had been an A duite- 


3orer, and became a Saint, but 1c is not for having 


been an adulterer, that he was a Saint , nor ſhall 
any one have the repucaiion of valour among un- 
der{tanding men, for committing a crime, 1 or if 
this Duel were ever an inf:]l|ble mark of courage, 
I demand wheretore have we ſeen thoſe, who have 
ſhewed themſelves molt importunate to provoke 0- 
thers to combat, molt fiery to haſten thither, moſt 
tactious to be herein opinionative, and in the mean 
time, when they came to bear arms, where they muſt 


40 witnels true valour tor the ſervice of their Prince, 


ſuch encounters have happened, that they fo deſpair. 
ingly ran off,:hat they have paſſed through Forreſts 
two leagues over, and not ſeen a tree, {0 much a{- 
frighted they were.lt is not neceſſaryto name them, 
happily they are already too much renovned in the 
Hittories 6t the times. And yet you wil! make much 
account of theſe goodly ſwaſh: bucklers, 

Aflure your ſelf the moſt part of thoſe, who ſhew 
ſuch boyling fury in theſe barbarous acts are as Lu- 


50 naticks poſſeſſed with an evil ſpirit. You would be 


amazed to ſee a little girle ſo ſtrong, that there muſt 
be twenty men to hold her. From whence, 1 pray, 
hath ſhe this force , bur that ſhe hath the Devil in 
her body ? And tell me, a young gentleman , who 
many times hath father, mother, wife, children, ho. 
nours,riches, pleaſures in his life, would he go upon 
cold bloud to deprive himſelf of all this > Would he 


60 contemn the ſacred Fdidts of his Prince, now very 


lately renewed by the zeal of our great Monarch ? 
Would he deſcend with open eys into Hell,if he had 
not ſome black ſpiric of the Abyſs, which dreggech 
him to the laſt miſchief >? He doth rn for a cold 
countenance an extravagant word, and a caprich of 
ſpirit, which he would nor either for God, che King, 
or the whole world, Wenmay well fay, this is the 
malady of inferiour houſes, and you takeir. for va» 
lour 2 A poor cocks-comb torſooth,called a f:cond, 
who puttech into compromiſe at the diſcretion of & 
crack't brain , all that which is moſt dear unto him 


70 in this world , and what he hopeth in the other, 


going to be the Victim of death, or the murihe.. 
rer of a man, whom he never ſaw, nor knew, or if 
Ff he 
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he have ſeen orzknown him, fo far as to love or ho- 
nour him, would he play all this goodly prize, if he 
were not poſſeſſed with an evil ſpirit ? Yet you ad- 
mire this. Why do you not rather wonder at the 
countenances, the twinges, and diſtorted mowings 
of the poſleſſed ? 

1 begin to perſwade you to reaſon (ſay you my 
Gallanc :) you are an enemy of this race of Cadmu, 
derived from the tcech of ſerpents, and think not 
theſe petty wranglers of the times, with all their 
letters and challenges have any valour : butif a 
brave ſpirit be urged to hght by ſuch kinde of men, 
ſhould he refuſe it 2 Verily there are main differen- 
ces in duels, in the cauſes which make them, and the 
proceedings of ſuch as execute them. It you muſt 
needs go to duel, paſs thereunto, as David, in ſight 
ofan rmy, with pernii(lion of your Prince or your 
Cap:ain, againſt ſome Goliah, who ha.h defied you, 
Go thither with intention to defend che honour of 
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The Souldier, 


their F dis, approve thoſe by wo d of mouth, who 
ſhew courzge 1n ſuch like ;Gors, Who Care 
reproach them with this? Who dare tell them to 


their faces, that they bely their FdiRts by their par- 


ticular judgements ? Who ſees rot ſuch words are 
purpoſely invented by thoſe men, who ſeck for pre- 
rexts 10 their falſe 1berties ? Why theſe Edidts, di- 
ated by reaſon, «greed unto with judgement, ſup- 
ported by juſtice, provoked by piety , to the writ- 


10 ing of which, 7e/#s Chriſt would contribute his own 


blood, to ſpare the blood, ard with it the fouls of ſo 
many, as are loſt, and whom to fave, he gave vp his 
own life > Where ſhall welearn the rule of honour, 
the judgement, and will of the Prince, but in Ora- 
cles and virtues, which he bath conſigned to the me- 
mory of all Ages?l intreat you, trouble my head no 
more with theſe daſtardly combats 2nd deteſiable 
maſſacres , let this be no longer, bur for the infa- 
mous and melancholy blood-thirfters. One Bacher, 


your Nation , and to weaken the contrary faction, 29 underſtanding that a 7 arkiſh C3 _ had called his 


-Behold who is worthy, 1f you muſt go to duel, go 
thicher when your King orLord ſhall command you 
ro accept the combar, to end ſome notable war, and 
Pay a great effuſion of blood, but by the hazard of 
two Champions. Behold who 1s glorious. But it you 
haſten thither upon ſome chimera of ſpirit, which 
you call by che name of honour,upon ſome ambiguz 
ous word, to which you frame an interpretation a- 
gainſt your ſelf, for a cold countenance, a furl 


brow, tor a deſire which you have to become pledge 30 


of the follies of ſome fellow, witleſs,and a flave to his 
own paſſions , if you haſten thither for the love ef 
ſome unchafte woman, to whome you ſacrifice hu. 
mane blood, how can you be excuſable? For if you 
tell me your honour is more precious unto you then 
your wealth and life, and therefore, that as the law 
of nature permitterh you to defend both your rich- 
es and body art the point of your ſword, againſt a 
robber and a homicide, from whom you cannot 0- 


companion into a duel, Whar, faith he, are there 
no more Chriſtians ? And have not we cauſe to 
ſay, Arethere no Saracens nor Moors, and other 
Intidels, to turn the edge of the ſword againſt our 
entrails ? 


ThefixthSE CT 1oN. 
Againſt the ill mannage of Arms. 


Rom henceit is likewiſe, that you are taught 
E in timeof warto play the httle Cannibal in 
arms, and to caſt nothing bur fire and blood from 
your throat, that menaces may march betore you, 
and hayock and deſolation afrer. Barbarous as you 
are,do you think becauſe you have a ſword by your 
ſide, you are therefore a Maſter over the lite and 
blood of mortals? Never was Iron drawn out of 
the entrails of the earth, but either againſt wilde 
beaſts, or men who are worſe then beaſts, ard you 


therwiſe diſ-engage your ſelf, you have the ſame 4o employ it to torment innocent people, whom you 


right for the detence of your reputation, which is in 
man as the apple in the eie. 1 anſwer, that being ſo 
ſurprized upon the ſudden by ſome aſſailant, who 
provoketh you, threarneth you, and thruſteth his 
fword into your ſides, if you uſe not a lawful de 
fence, it is not then ſaid that you are bound to flie, 
with ſome kind of ignominy, Nay, Iwill ſay beſides, 
that if true honour were intereſled in refuſal of a 
challenge, he hat ſhould accept it, might likewiſe 


ought to prote&t under your wings. Iris a ſtrange 
thing, that men who are made tor the ſapport of 
men, and who are not ſtrong but for defence of the 
feeble, are now adays more pernicions then wolves, 
hail, ſerpents, inundations, fire, plagues, and fa- 
mins. Behold that which maketh warfare odious, 
behold that which diſgraceth an honourable profeſ- 
ſion, behold that which powreth upon the heads of 
Great ones, who countenance ſuch actions, the cups 


according to the laws of conſcience ſeem ſomewhat 5 © of Gods anger, mingled with gaul, worm-wood, 


rollerable : bur from whom ought we to derive this 
eftimation,and judgement of true honour? It is from 
certain ſleight braggards, and witlels people, who 
have ſold themſelves to paſſion, eternally to re. 
nounce prudence? Behold goodly Judges of honour ; 
bchold who well deſerveth to preſcribe unto us the 
rule & price of the moſt precious thing in the world, 

If we deſired ſincerely to eſtabliſh the judgement 
to be made of the point of honour, we ought to 


and poiſon of Dragons. 

The tears of poor labourers, widdows, and or- 
phans , which are enforced by thoſe who entitle 
themſelves friends, with cruelties that would juſtifie 
the Saracens and Aſoors, ceaſe nor te mount to the 
Throne of God, to ask vengeance on thoſe, who, 
to ſatisfie their ambitions, glut their appetites, and 
fiſh in troubled waters, enkindling wars inteltine, 
remerarious, and unjuſt, not regarding the diſor- 


ſearch into the reſolutions of the Church and Civi- So ders, which ordinarily ariſe from theſe wicked 


lians : but theſe kinde of people are ſuſpeRted by 
you, as being alienated from the profeflion of arms. 
Let us enquire it in the mouthes of warriours, Was 
there ever a brayer ſouldier then the late King of 
moſt famous memory? And hath there likewiſe ever 
been a Prince more dexterous in arms, and more 
fortunate then he that now reigneth? Since their 
Edicts condemn duels, both in thoſe who challenge, 
and ſuch as are challenged, alchough mucl: differenc 


counſels, Oh God ! it is a very great matter, that 
a man can make a hundred thouſand ſwords to be 
unſheathed in an inſtant , which have no eys to 
ſee where they ſtrick, nor hands to pul them back, 
when they once have received motion. That a man, 
who hath but one life , ſhould expiate ſo many 
deaths, ſo many violences, ſo many outrages, as 2re 
committed by the unbridled ſouldiers!Much courage 
muſt be neceſſarily uſed, ro make military diſcipline 


in their proceedings, what do we need any other 70 be obſcrved,and iftheſe furious corruptions cannot 


judgement to decide the point of honour?But Kings 
and Princes ſovereign ( fay you ) notwitliſtanding 


be hindred, it were better to abandon the charges 
and commands, then to cement them up with the 


blood 
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charges and commands, then to cement them up ſerved three Kings in their Armies the ſpace of two 
with the bloud and tears of ſo many miſerable $a- and thirty years, It is the valiant Terrail, other- 
crifices. wiſe called Chevalier Bayard, born in Danlphine. 1 
ni-eof TÞ< brave Beliſarius, who was one of the moſt willingly make uſe of his example, both becauſe one 
\ratka excellent Caprainsin the world, having cauſed ewo of our moſt warlike Kings, the ſon of Francis the 
and AE Souldiers to be empaled for ſome crime, 'ſceeing o- Tirft, would needs be knighted by his hand, to wit- 
ve. thers to murmureatit: * Know ( /aithhe) lam neſs the honour he bare to his valour, as alſo, for 
* come to fight with the Arms of Religion and Ju- that I ſeetherein many noble paſſages, which taſt 

* tice, without which we can expe& neither Victo- ot the virtue of a true Frexch Souldier, He was a Military | 
* ry, nor happineſs, 1 deſire my Souldiers ſhould 10 couragions Captain gof excellent direction, valiant, 71.7. 
* have their hands clean to kill an enemy, Never and magnanimous, of whom was ſaid , that he had Fre». 

* will | ſuffer any manin mine Army, that hath fin- the aſſaulc of a wilde Bull, the defence of the Bore, *9*"*? 
* sers crooked, or bloudy, were he in Arms as ter= and _— of the'W olE. 1 ſet afide his warlke deeds, 
* ible as lightening. Force is of noworth.,, if it Itakeſome of his virtues, which I here will make 
Pro:4p.1.1- * have not equity tor companion, Hear a Souldier uſe of, This Royal courage had no other aim in 
oc v*1> ſpeak, He might perhaps have learned the ſame arms,but the glory of God,the ſervice of his Prince, 
leſſon from the Emperour Aurelian, who wrote to the honour of his profeſſion , whereof we have an 
y»9iſe. is One Of his Leiutenants : * My friend, 1f:thou wilt ampleteſtimony ina ſhort Elogy, which his Secre» 
auccl., *bea Captain, nay, if thou wilt live, contain thy tary made upon bim, ſaying , That after theſe two 
* Souldiers in'their duty, Iwould not that a Peaſant 20 and thirty years ſervice, he died almoſt as poor as he 
* ſhould ſo much as complain that he hath been Was bor». Much is ſpoken herein, and I think Bay- 
* wrongedin the value of a chicken, nor that any «rd more glorious under this title, thenif he had 
© hath taken a grape from his Vine without his per. born the Dutchy of Afi/ax on his back, He had the 
* miſſion. 1 will make him give an account even to true piety of a good Souldier : for every morning 
* agrain of Salt, or a dropof Oyl unjuſtly exated, heprayed to God mdſt devoutly , and would nor 
* | defire my Souldiers ſhould be rich with ſpoyls of permit any man ſt: ould enter into his Chamber du. 
* enemies, and not the rears of my ſubje&s. 1 would ring the time of his deyotions : he was fo obedient 
* have them carry their riches upon their Swords, to thoſe who commanded in the Army, that he ne- 
© not into their Cabins, 1 would have them chaſtin ver retuſed any Commiſſion impoſed upon him. 
* the houſes of their Hoaſts, and that there be no 3o Yea, well tore: leeing that the laſt chazge enjoyned 
© ſpeech ofany quarrels, him by the Admiral Bonwivet, was molt dangerous, 
-ceitent  Andis not that ſtrange which Afarcas Scaurus and, as it were impollible , yer he went thither, ſa- 
diſcipline. Writeth, that there have been ſeen Regiments en- criticing his life to the commandments of the Lieu- 


camped round about a great Tree laden with fruit, 
and the Souldiers to depart the next morning, not 
doings ſo much wrong, as to take one Apple from 
the Maſter of the Place ? And who would not be a- 
mazed at that which Lampridiss ſpeaketh of Alex- 
ander Severws , that his Souldiers marched to the 


tenant of his Prince, that he might not digreſs from 
his ordinary cuſtom.There was he ſlain by the moſt 
generous manner of death that might happen to any 
Captain of his quality. He was a Lion in arms, who 
with a choice company of men, ſeleted by him,and 
trained to this profeſſion, wrought ſuch admirable 


Per ſian war, like Senatours, and that the Country- 4» effeRts, that there was not any bactel won, of which 


peaſants loved them as their brothers,and honoured 
their Emperour as a God? Is it not a ſhameful 
thing, that Infidels muſt teach us a leſſon of mode- 
{ty, and that this Alexander, who had learned a lef- 
ſon from Chriſtians, which was, not to do that to 
anoiher , which we would not have done to our 
ſelves, obſerved it ſo exaRtly even in the liberty of 
Arms, that he thereby became, as it were, adored 
by his ſubjets? And in the mean time we behold 
Gentlemen, who never having wanted good pre- 


cepts, exerciſe tyrannies on their fubjets, both in 55 


peace, and war, ſuch as Scythians and Arabians 
would abhor ro do. War cannot now adays be 
made, bur that it ſeems Atti/a with his Army 1s rai- 
ſed up, once more to pillage Frazce. Itis not ene- 
mies they ſeek to ſurprize, but purſes , and they are 
ever criminal enough, who have ſome, thongh bur 
ſmall wealth ro loſe, I know not where to ſeek for 
his unhappineſs, to finde it in its ſource.The Souldier 
excuſeth himſelfupon neceflity, the Captain com- 


he was not ever the principal cauſe. Never was any 
man more terrible co an enemy in the confi , bur 
out of it, it was ſaid, he was one of the moſt affable 
and courtecus men of the earth. He was ſo ill a flat- 
terer of great men,that to gain aKingdom he would 
not be drawn to ſpeak any thing but reaſon. 'His 
praftice was to honour the virtuous, ſpeak little of 
the vitious, leſs alſo of his own deeds of arms,never 
to ſwear, do favours to all who required, as wil. 
lingly as if himſelf were to receive the benefit, to 

ive ſecret alms according to his ability, in ſuch 
oy that it is written, that he, beſides his other aRs 
of piety ,married at the leaſt a hundred youngMaids. 


Behold of what elements his foul was inwardly 
compoſed. 


As for the manner of his carriagein the war, he Marve!fous 


as little cared for money as the dirt of the earth, and 
defired not to have any, but to give, Witneſs an a& 
of great liberality, which is related of him. He by 
fair law of arms, took a Spam/p Treaſurer,whocar- 


plaineth of payment. the one filcheth, and che other 60 ried with him fitteen thouſand Duckets , one of his 


quarrelleth, whileſt the diſorder is immortal, 

O brave and valorous Cavaliers, ought not you 
herein to ſecond the good intentions of our great 
Kings, and baniſh ſuch infamies, not only from 
France, but even from the memory of men? If you 
defire to ſee how you are to bear your ſelf in war: I 


will not go about to ſeek out a Saint Afartix for 


vou ; Behold a man, whoſelife not long ſince hath 
been publiſhed, to ſerve as a model for the Nobili- 
ty: we yet touch him, as it were,with a finger , for 
he died under the reign of Franc: the Firſt, having 


Captains named T ardicu,lwore, enraged with chol- 
ler, that he would have part of the booty , becauſe 
he was in the expedition. This goodCeptain ſmiling, 
ſayd to him ; *© Iris true, you were of the enter- 
* prize, bur are not to ſhare in the booty : and;were 
*itſo, you are under my charge, I therefore will 
* give what I think good. This man entered into 


a more violent fury , and went ro complain to the 
General, who, having well confidered the buſes, 
adjudged it wholly to Bayard. He cauſed his Duck 
ets to be carried to a place of ſafety, and command- 
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ed them to be [pred on a table, in preſente ofall his 
people, ſaying to them : Companions what think you? 
D» you wot here behold fine Funkets ? Poor T ardien, 
who had been put by his pretentions, by expreſs ſen- 
tence of his Captains, looked on this money with a 
jealous eye, and ſayd : © It he bad the half of it, he 
© would all his life be an hone(t man,. Doth that de- 
* pend on this? ( ſaith this brave Fpirit) Hold, I wil- 
* lingly give that, which you by force.could never 
© obtain : And ſo cauſed at the ſame inſtant ſeven 
thouſand five hundred Duckets to be told out to 
him. The other , who in the beginning, thought it 
was but a meer mockery , when he ſaw it to be in 
ood carneſt, and himſelt'in poſſeſſion of that he 
deſired, he caſt himſelf on boih his knees art the feer 
of Bayard, baving abundant tears of joy in his eys, 
and cried out : * Alas | my Maſter, my friend, you 
* have ſurpaſſed the liberality of Al-xexd:r, how 
© ſhall ij ever be able to acknowledge the benefir, 
© which 1 at this time do receive at your hands : 
* Hold your peace ( /aid this incomparable man) if 
© ] had power | would do much more. And thereup.- 
on cavſin$ all the Sovidiers of the Garriſon to be 
called, he diſtributed the reſt of the Duckets, not 
keeping one ſole Denier for his own uſe, 

| ask of you whether this were not a heart of 
pearl, wherein there could not one leaſt blemiſh of 
avarice be found ? Yea, alſo when he paſſed through 
the Country, even ina land of conqueſt, he paid 
his expence, And one ſaying unto him, * Fix, 
© This money is loſt, for ar your departure from 
* kence, they will ſet this place on fire. H+ an wered, 
© <jrs, I do what | onght, God hath not put me in:o 
* the world, to live by rapine. 

Perſuing this diſcourſe, he did an a at the taking 
of Br-ſſia,aCity ot 7taly.tor ever memorable,which 
| will here deduce, as1t were, in the ſame terms as 
it is couched in his Hiſtory. Which is, that being ſer 
in the head of the Perdues, be firſt entered and paſ: 
ſed the Rampire, where he was grievonſly hurr in 
the top of his thigh with the thruſt of a Pike, ſo that 
the iron ſtuck in the wound : he nothing terrified, 
faid ro Captain Aolard, *I am lain, bur itisno 
* matter,let your men march confidently,the Town 
*is won, Hereupon two Souldiers bare him ont of 
the throng, and fecing the wound ſtreamed forth 
much blood, they pulled off their ſhirts, and rent 
them, to binde up his thigh : then in the firſt houſe 
they hit upon, they took a little door off the hinges, 


and laid their poor Captain upon it,to bear him the 3 


moreeaſily, From thence they went direQtly to a 
great houſe, which chey ſuppoſed to be very conve- 
nient for his accommodation. It belonged to an ho. 
neſt Gentleman, who was retired into a Monaſtery 
to avoid the fury of Souldiers : for the ſackage of 
this City was ſo dreadful, that they were reckoned, 
as well of Venetiays who defended ir, as Burgeſles,to 
the number of twenty thouſand ſlain, The Lady 
ſtayed inthis houſe with two fair daughters , who 
had hidden themſelves in a Barn under.hay. As they 
knocked at the gate,the mother arming her ſelf with 
reſolution, openeth it, and beholdeth a Captain all 


bloody, born upon this plank, who preſently ſet . 


Guards about his lodging, and demanded a piace to 
retireunto. TheLady leadeth him into the faireſt 
chamber,where ſhe caſt her ſelf at bis feet, and faid; 
*<jr, I offer this houſe unto you, and ail within it, 
* for | well know it is yours by the law of arms. 1 
* only beg of you, you will be pleaſed to ſave me, 


lO her care to give him good entertainment, 


naQc 


The Souldier. 


* not know whether 1 ſhall eſcape this wound , ot 
*no,; but 1 faithfully promiſe you whileſt 1 live, 
* there ſhall be ro injury done toyou , nor Four 
* daughters,no more then to mine own perſon, On- 
© ly keep them in your chamber, and ler them not 
© be ſeen : ſend tor your husband, and aſſure your 
* ſelf you have a gueit, who will do you all courtelie 
© poflible. The Lady much comforted to hear him 
ſpeak in that manner, obeyed, and — all 

She Pre. 
ſently perceived ſhe had lodged an honeſt Ns, 
when ſhe ſaw the Duke of Namares, the brave Ga- 
fton de Foix,, General of the Army , come daily to 
viſit him, and that theſe men in a City of conqueſt, 
ſpake ot paying for all they bad taken, The good 
Hoſteſs waited on him, as on an Angel of Heaven, 
ſo mach honour and virtue ſaw ſhe to ſhine in him, 
When he was cured , and that he ſpake of diſ-lodg- 
ing, to be preſent at the battel oi Raveyya, where 


20 his General paſſionately deſired him, the Lady,who 


accounted her ſelfas his priſoner, with her husband 
and children, conſidering if her gueſt would rigo. 
rouſly uſe her, he might draw ten or twelve thou- 
ſand crowns from her, reſolved to give him a pre. 
ſent,and coming into his chamber with a ſervant of 
hers, who carried a little ſteel box , ſhe preſently 
threw her ſelf ar his feet, but he readily raiſed her 
up again, not ſuffering ſhe ſhould ſpeak one word, 
till ſhe was ſeated by him : at which time ſhe made 


30 this ſpeech,wel obſerved by theSecrerary of Bayard. 


S1 R,The favour which Goa ha b afforded me ia the raking 
of this C/:y, by ſending you into this houſe, which u wholly 
you's, bath not been leſs, :h:n the preſervation of the life of my 
bsband, mine own, and that of my daughters, with thi; bo- 
nour, which thry ought to eſteem more pi ecious then life. Beſides , 
your people bave lrwued wi h ſuch temper here in my bouſe, that 
being not able to complain of. any injurie, 1 have cauſe for ever 
to commend their modeſtly. Sir, I am not ſo ignorant of the con- 
dition, whereunto the miſery of war hath reduced #4, as not ve- 
ry well to ſer, ihit my huſband, my /elf, and children, aie your 
Priſoners, and that all the goods in the honſe are at your ds- 


4O ſcretion, to be diſpoſed of to your liking. But knowing the no- 


blen [s of your brait, which is incomparable, I am come moſt 
humbly to be(eech you, to take pitty on your Poor captives, and to 
uſe us according «0 your accufiomed liberally. Behold a poor 
preſent which we off-r, entreating it mayb: acceptable. 1n 
ſpeaking this, ſhe took the box out of the hands of her ſer- 
vant ,and opened it before the g2o0d Captaine, who ſaw it 
to be full of fair Duckeis, at which he ſmiled, replying : 
Madame how many Du kets ave there in this box ? The poor 
woman, who thought th's ſmile proceeded trom ſome dif- 
contentment, anſwered : Theye is :2 it but two thouſand five 
hundied ;, but if you be not ſatisfied, we will finde more. Nay 


© Madame, replied the Capraine, 1 can well aſſure you, th:t 


ſhould you g ve me an hendred thouſand crownes, you could not 
do me ſo much goud, as you bave done in the courteous enters 
ta'nment I have here received. In what place ſo ever 1 ſha! 
remaine, wh.le God gives me life, you ſhall kave a Gentluman 
ieady ar your command. As for your Duckets, I will none, I 
render you th ks, take thim up again. I brve ever more C- 
ſteemed people of honour then crowns, and think not, but 1 go 
as well ſa:isficd from you, as if this Cite were at your diſpo- 
ſition, and you thereof have made me a preſent. 

Che again proſtrated her ſelf on her knees, and the 
Captain lifting her up,anſwered : © No Sir,1 ſhould 
think my ſelf for ever the molt unhappy woman of 
* the world, if you accept not this Preſent, which is 
* nothing in compariſon of the infinite obligations I 
* owe to your worth, Well, ſaith he, wang Hor give 
*1t with ſo good a will, I accept it for your ſake; but 
* cauſe your daughters to come hither, for I will bid 
* them farewel.1heſe good creatures had charitably 
aflited him, during the time of his infirmity, in the 
preſence of their mother, many times rouching the 
Lute, whereon they played very well, for his recre- 


* and mine honour , as alſo of two poor Maids rea- 99 ation, They fell at his feet, and the eldeſt made a 


* dy ro marry , which my husband andI1 have had 
* between us. The Captain anſwered : Madam, I do 


ſhort ſpeech in her mother-language, to thank him 
for the preſervation of their honour, The Captain 
heard, 
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heard it, asit were, weeping, for the ſweetneſs and The wiſe Secretaries of natnre have obſerved, that Og of 
humilicy he therein obſerved, then ſaid: * Ladies all creatures which have the brearh of fre, have the 194e. 
* you'do that which | ought to do, which isto give rail ofa Dragon. Nor likewiſe do we ever ſee car- 
* you thanks for the many good helps you have af. nal love vehemently enflamed , put that it prody+- 
© torded-me; for which 1 finde my ſelf infinitely ob- ceth ſome ſerpentine, hideous, and diſaſtrous iſſue. 
* liged. You know men of my profeſſion are not I affirm, fire penetrateth into the marrow of the to 
© readily furniſhed with handſom tokens,to preſent tal nature of the Univerſe, bur hath effeRs very dif- 
© fair Maidens withal : But behold your good Lady ferent according to the ſubjects wherein it reſtdeth, 
* mother hath given me two thouſand five hundred It otherwiſe ſcorcheth in Reaven,otherwiſein Hell, 
* Duckets ; take each of you a thouſand, as my gift, 1o otherwiſe in the bodics of beaſts, otherwiſe in ſul- 
* for ſo 1 am reſolved it ſhall be, Then turning co his phur and gun- powder, -and ſuch like bodies able ro 
© Hoſteſs: Madam, /aith he, I will take thoſe five receive its ation. It filleth the ſtars in Heaven with 
© hundred to my ſelf,ro diſtribute themamong poor a flame full of-luſter and honour : ic rormentetti 
* religious women, who have been ranſacked : and1 the damned in Hell, it entertainerh the life of crex- 
* recommend the charge thereof to you , for you. tures, it waſteth all bodies dry, or oyly, to reduce 
* better then any other underſtand, where there is a them either into aſhes, or ſmoak, lake my com. 
© neceſſity. At this time, the Lady touched to the pariſon, and ſay with me, there are lovers who burn 
quick with ſo great a piety, ſpake theſe words, as Heaven, others as Hell, others as bodies well 
couched in the Hiſtory 1n ancient language : * O hf as oyl and wood, 

© lower of Chivalry, to whom no other may be 20 1 e firſt lovers have the ardours of Heaven,wh9 
* compared | our. bleſſed Saviour & RedeemerJeſys entertain chalt and ſpiritual love for things Divine. 
* Chriſt, who for ſinners ſuffered death and paſſion, Theſe are pleafures,which the jealous eye cannot ef- 
© both here in this world, and in the other, reward ſpy ,the flanderous tongue canrot bite, bad report is 
* you. The Gentleman of the houſe, who at that © not accuſtomed io defame : which equals have no 
time heard the courtelie ot his gueſt, came to thank cauſe to envy,nor can Tyrants armed with horrour 
him with bended knee, miking offer of his perſon of ſo many torments,finde the means how to take ir 
and his whole eſtate. The young Gentlewomen,who ſrom Martyrs, When we love God, wefinde him 
were skilful at the Needle, made him a preſent of every where,we ſpeak to him every where,we ſerve 
two Bracelets, woven with thred of gold and filver, him every where, ard every wherewe feel the ſer- 


and a purſe of crimſon Sattin,very richly m—_— zo vices done to him, have their recompence.We talk to 
He very graciouſly receiving them, Behold , aith him as well in the Whales belly , as in the flamin 


he,1 have more then ten thouſand crowns: and inſtant- Furnace : witnels fonas and the three children, who 
ly he put the bracelets on his arms, and the purſein found Chappels wholly built in the entrails of fiſhes 
lis pocſer, aſſuring them whileſt theſe gifts laſted, and flames , becauſe the love of God, the wiſeſt Ar- 
he would wear them for their ſakes. Thereupon he tiche of the world, had framed ſuch for them, 
mounted on horſe- back, accompanied with his true The ſecond Lovers burn as Hell, who live perpe. 
friend, the Lord D' Aubigny,and about two or three tually in ſtinking, wicked, and intamous concupi. 
thouſand men, the Lady of the houſe, the —— ſcences, in dark, extraordinary, and deſperate paſ- 
ters, and the whole family, as bitterly deploring his fions, who are in ſenſuality asin an Abyls, fettered 
departure , asif they ſhould have been pur to the 4 with a long chain of ſervitude, never having any 
ſword. 1 demand of you, if the Stars were to de- part ofthe air, or light of the children of God, 
ſcend from heaven, od te they might finde more The third are as bodies mixed,who entertain con- 
love and reſpe&t ? Where be theſe filly Fencers, pho jugal, honeſt, and moderate amities, ſuch as are 
are as commets of fire and bloud, to bear murther, tound in good marriages, which are uſed according 
peſtilence, and poyſon into houſes , who make the to God, inall honour and ſantity, 

pillars of buildings to tremble with the force of Thoſe of the fourth order enkindle one another, 
blaſphemies, who load whole families with injuries, as ſo many little bodies that daily miniſter fuel to 
wounds, and ſcars,who pill and ravage like Harpies, the fire,waſting ſpirit, fleſh.and means, in certain fri- 
fed with humane bloud > Should they do nothing volous and giddy loves, whichatter much uſe, make 
elſe all their life, bur heap up mountains of gold and 5o men of vapour, aſhes and ſmoak. You now adays 
filver, they could not arrive to the leaſt part of the ſhall finde, that affections purely conjugal are very 
contentment which this good Captain enjoyed, who rare,and celeitial loves much more; but every where 
ſought no other recompence from his great ations, there are many men, who burn like hell, or pitch. 
bur che ſarisfa&tion of his conſcience, and the glory There are tour ſorts of love, which have been ;,,. fr: 
rohave done well. Thus is it,O noblemen,that hearts great enemies and ſtill are, to the repuration of a of love. 
are gained to make a crown of immortality. Thusis good Souldier : the one is the love of ſenſuality,the 
Heaven obliged, and Earth tributary to Virtues, other of fantalie, the third of ſervitude . and the 


fourth of fury. On what fide ſoever you turn your 
The ſevemh SEC T10ON. face, afſure your ſelf, Sir, you ſhall ſinde nothing 
. | beautitul in this ugly beaſt. | 
Againſt ſenſual leve, and impurity ” Love of fe fualiry which ſubſiſteth only in volup- Love of 
ruouſneſs of body,js a bruitiſh, baſe, and wandering \a7 
love, which is ever cmployed to ſpy out and trade 
for fleſh, having no other deſign, but to fatiate an 
unworthy concupiſcence, more unſatisfied then fire, 
the Abyſs,and Hell.1f Nature had created you ſome 
Muſtapha to grow fat in aSeraglio,and that you had 
never heard ſpeech of good,or honour,it were tole- 
rable: but to ſee a brave ſouldier,well born & bred 


May well fay , that among all the qualities of a 

Nobleman, there is not any hath a ſweeier odour 
then temperance, which repreſſeth the voluptuous 
pleaſures of the body. Ler no man flatter you inthe 
paſſion of love, asf it were a prine virtue of your 
proſeſſion. Believe me, it is the worm which gnaw- 
eth all great ations, the moth which eateth all the 
vigour of ſpirit,the ſtain which defileth all the faireſt 


ornaments of life, the labyrinth which hindereth all ,, up, to paſs his life in laying ſnares for chaſtity, to 


ſearch out of both Sexes ſuch as make traffick of the 
ſivs of others,to trainup a wicked ſervant to be the 


meſſenger 


generous deſigns,the rock which wracketh all Veſ. 
fels, the gulph which devoureth bodies and ſouls, 
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meſſenger of your paſſions, to promiſe, ſwear, for. 
ſwear, to ſeduce poor forſaken maids, to caſt them 
from neceſlity into diſgrace, and from diſgrace into 
deſpair, how can it be bur abominable. 

Think you the earth is made to be repleniſhed 
with your fins, and charities to be inſlituted to ſup- 
= your crimes?1t is idleneſs that ſerves as a ſtore- 

ouſe for your paſſions, andirt is your remiſneſs, 
which doth not ſo much as vouchſate to ſeek out a 
remedy. If you be reſolved to lead ſuch a life, give 
np your ſword, for you diſhonour it. It is no rea- 
ſon that it alone ſhould retain the virginity, which 
all your other members have loſt, You cannot well 
ſerve two miſtreſſes, Venus and Befena, (ince they 
are ſo different. And go not about to propoſe to 
your ſelf that Sampſon, David, and Ce/ar, made 
them well accord cogether : believe me, when they 
came to be laſcivious they ceaſed to be yaliant. 

It wasneither with the looking-glaſs nor comb of 


The Souldizr, 


tertain their thoughts vpon the loves of the Queens 
of Antiochand Sicilie, tranſporting themſelves with 
joy, whenſoever it was told them they were enter- 
ed far into their gracious favours. This isit which 
maketh me ſay, that we in two things know the 
greatneſs of our ſoul, to wit, that it can frame a 
world to its knowledge, as God bath created one in 
nature; and can lodge the thoughts in ſo bigha 
place, that the pooreſt begger of the world can en- 


10 tertain affeRion for the moſt eminent perſon of the 


earth, The rich, who do as it were forbid theuſe 
of elements, cannot deny love, but it is a groſs in- 
firmity to love out of the ſphere cf your power,that 
which you can no more enjoy then the Moon in the 
Heavens. If we will love aloft, Jet us love him who 
hath made us. | When once we have paſſed far into 
his heart, we ſhall finde all the greatneſs of the 
world much lower then our feet. 

It you, my ſouldier, entertain theſe fantaſtick 


Dalila, that Sampſon ſlew a thouſand Philiftines,but 29 loves, I from this preſent will ſend you to the Sto- 


with the jaw-bone ofan Aſs. Whileſt he preſerved 
himſelf from women, he was a fun, and a thunder. 
bolt, a ſun to enlighten his Nation , a thunder- 
bolc ro deſtroy the Philiſtines. So ſoon as a woman 
had ſhaved him, he of a ſun became a coal, of a 
thunder-bolt a vapour, and of a mana lame jade, 
who from the field of battel, was ſent to mill,nolon- 
ger having eys, but to deplore the diſaſter of his 
loves with tears of blood, When David in the lift 


phad Iſlands, with thoſe who ſearch for the hand of 
Slory, the Philoſophers ſtone, and gaadraturi cir- 
cali, and who oft-timeAdiſtil the money out of their 
purſes, with that little brain which is left them, 
through the ſame limbeck. . 
I fear you rather bave the love of ſervitude, and 
make a Goddeſs of a piece of fleſh, 
your glory to ſacrifice your liberty, being ſo blind, 
as to kiſs the fetters oft your ſlavery , m ſtead of 


overthrew the Gyant, he had not-then received the 50 breaking them. Verily it is a pittiful thing to ſee a 


wound fron Bathſpcba's eie. But after he had ſeen 
her at Fetncain, his eys ceaſed not to caſt forth 
flouds, and love dried up all his Laurels, that they 
had very much ado to wax green again in the water 
of ſo many tears. Hold it alſo for undoubted, that 
Ceſar being inthe ſnows of the Gals, thought not 
of committing adulteries at Rowe ;, the buſineſs or 
war took from him all the taſte of love, and never 
did he ſubmit to the imaginations of a beaſt, till he 
retained no more deſigns worthy ofa man. Volup- 
ruouſneſs never a&ted any thing great, but hath de- 
ſtroyed all that is great, And when Godis pleaſed 
ro overthrow Empires, be chooſeth ſouldiers who 
bave chaſte hands,to chaſtiſc the effeminate, So Ar- 
baces vanquiſhed Sardanapalus: {o Alexandcr,viho 
would nor look upon Queens, bis priſoners, bur 
with aneie of chaſtity, defeated the Perfanr, bond- 
ſlaves to luxury : fo the Gothes gained the Empire 
of Rome, as ſaith $a/vianus, God being willing to 
ptrge the earch, which the Romans had defiled, b 
the arms of a Nation more chaſte then themlſelyes, 
it being reaſonable, that thoſe ſhould enjoy their 
goods, who would have no ſhare in their vices 

The love of fantaſie is more ſottiſh then malicious 
or ſordid. There be Cavaliers,who perſwade them- 
ſelves they are the braveſt men of their Age, and 
that all Ladies,who ſometimes love vapour where it 
is not beloved, muſt of neceſlity bave love in ſtore 
for them. They enter into ſo great vanities, as they 
caſt their affe&tions upon none but Princeſſes, or 
eminent beautics,eſteeming the ref: ofthe world too 
baſe for the entertainment of their affeQions, 
They reſemble thoſe birds of Egipt, who will not 
build their neſts but upon Palms ; nor will chey love 
but in an high place. Ofthis quality were Endimi:y 
and the Emperour Calisz/a, who inthe end diſta- 
ſting all the women in the world, transferred rhe 
ambition of their loves above the ſphere of tire,ſup- 
poſing they were hardy enough to take the Moon 
in marriage. One would notbelieve the frenzie of 
this paſſion, if we bad not by experience ſeen men 
of moſt baſe extraction, with much content to en- 


man burn :n Ice, and congeal in Fire, having the co- 
lour wan, the viſage meagre, the eys hollow, the 
cheeks ſunk, rhe ſpirit giddy, the reaſon uncollected, 
and the heart wholly fteaveriſh, for the love of a 
creature who flouteth him. To ſee a man who walk- 
eth in his folitude, and creeping like a ſpectre, not 
knowing whether he be of the number of the living 
or dead, who ſpeaketh, writeth, who prieth, who 
hopeth,who feareth, laugheth, ſigheth, waxeth pale, 


1* bluſheth, defireth, dereſteth, dicth, riſeth again, 


finketh into an abyſs, and then toucheth Heaven 
with a finger, who playeth a Comedy of a dozen 
Perſonages in one hour, and paſſeth through more 
Metamorphoſes in a day, then Ovid in three years. 
Oh what a miſerable thing is it, ſaith the golden 
mouth ofConſtantinople,to ſeek to be roſted in aſhes, 
and fo deſperately love a beauty, which is onely fair 
in the fantafie of a feaveriſh brain, and of which ina 


A ſhort time the moſt licorous worms would ſcorn to 


make their dung-bill ! O my ſouldier, let ſuch a 
trenzie never enter into your heart , you were ber- 
ter ſerve a T»rk or an Arabian, then ſuch a love. Ic 
is the punais-worm, which bites while ſhe liverh, 


- and after death maketh her infection to be felt. Why 


$0 you abour to idolatrize a woman? Have you 
not ſlavery enough at home, but you muſt needs 
ſeekit abroad? Withdraw your ſelf in good time 
from this captivity, gain the haven before the ſtorm 
ſurpriſe you , for if you once be engaged, there is 
neither arm nor oar can ſerye to bring you back a- 
gain, Is it not a comely thing, think you to behold 
a ſouldier, who hath a «word by his (ide, able ro 
hew monſters, to ſeek to play the cocks-comb in 
queſt of a wily wench, that exerciſeth the molt infa- 
mous, tyranny over him that ever was heard of ? 
it is ſud Omphale took the Diadem from a King 
named Hereales, and fer her flippers on his head : 
that D:zy/izs the Tyrant wrote the expeditions of 
his Kingdom with bis hand, and that Airrha cancel- 


© [ed or {1sned them ar ber pleaſure: that Ki ng Atha- 


naricus tied the ſtrings of Pixcia's ſhoes : ' that The- 
m-iſtocles cauſed hiraſelt to be purged and let blood 
with 


Part 2: 


to which it is -*v< 
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Love of 
tuiv, 


no other thing but ever to ſerve, and it you come 
to the end of your pretenſions, brag not ſo much , 
you perhaps have nothing, but that which ſervants, 
or perſons more unworthy , have obtained before 


ou, This well deferverh indeed to betray your 10 


onour,and tocommar ſuch filly ations : bur it you 
open your eys to ſee the end of this goodly Stage- 
play, you ſhall do as thoſe, who cauſed themſelves 
to be ſhaved when they _—_— a Ship-wrac k: you- 
would not let ſo much as a hair remain upon that 
young head, which ſuffered it ſelfro run at liberty 
after ſuch ſottiſh loves. 
If you plunge your ſelf further into this paſſion, 
you ſhall finde fury which ryeth cords, which ming- 


The HOLY COURT. 


with his captive Miſtreſs. He that ſhould ſee all the 

follies of the entranced Lovers, might obſerve an 
infinite number of matters much more ſtrange, 

In ſerving a ſcorntul piece, who makes you dye 

a thouſand times a day, you can oft-rimes hope for 


forth ve 


The Soaldicr. 


* ment ſo much the more rigorous, as that I under- 
* ſtand you are a Lady: for in doing this,you wrong 
* Nobil.ty. The poor woman wholly confounded, 
knew not what elſe to anſwer, bur that they were 
as poor as might be, *Is there no man, /aith he,who 
. Rog her in marriage? Yes, truly, ſaith ſhe, 
* an honeſt man, a neighbour of mine ; but he de- 
* mandeth ſix hundred | lorens, and {am not worth 
* the one half of it. 

Then the brave Bayard drew out his Purſe, and 
ſaid : Hold, here are wo hundred crowns, which 
* are of more value then ſix hundred } lorens of this 
* Country, to marry your .daughter withal, 1 add 
* alſo thereunto an hundred more to cloth her, and 


* an hundred to relieve your poverty , but my will 


*1s, you diſpatch it in three days. All which was 
accordingly done with an unſpeakable joy of the 
mother and daughter,which made them live thence- 
honourably. 


lech poyſons, which ſharpeneth ſwords,which open- 20 O Nobility, I preſent not here unto you an Her- 


eth black caverns, which ere&eth Gibbets, which 
kindleth coals, which prepareth racks, which produ- 


ceth all that may diſcover the proceedings of an en- 


Tulianus 
anud AM- 
marum. 


A Royal 
at of Mi- 
litary cha- 
ſtity. 


gaped love, and which maketh an Arrow of all 
crimes, to hit rhe mark it aimed ar. 

Were lin your place, | would tear from my heart 
the ſleighteſt cogitations which occur by his ſolly, 
as Cankers, Verrmine, and Serpents: and I would 
rideon poſt , ifit were poſſible , beyond the ele- 


mit, \tisa Captain, a French Souldier, who wes 
compoſed of no other fleſh, bones, nor bloud, then 
you, while he in the mean time performeth an a& of 
a Rel:gious man the moſt mortified : he exerciſerh 
the liberalicy ofa King, he equalleth therein,and as 
it were, ſurmounteth the heroical deeds of the grea- 
telt Saints. It 1s true, that S. Nichelas ſaved the ho- 
nour of Virgins, contributing thereunto his gold 
and ſilver : 1t is true, that in doing it he generouſly 


ments, with purpoſe to ayoid ſuch encounters, All 30 friumphed over the coyetouſneſs of temporal goods 


the braveſt Souldicrs have made boaſt of chaſtity. 
It was the Trophey of Cyr«s, to whom God tor 
this cauſe gave all the treaſurcs of Aſia. .It was the 
rriumph of Alexander, who in recompence had the 
conqueſt of the Perſians: and the Emperour 7 lian, 
who made profeſtion to imitate him, although he 
had renourced all the Sacraments, would never for- 
ſake chaſtity, which he had learned amongſt Chri. 
ſtians : ſaying, This virtue made beautiful lives, as 


but he ſerved not in this action, as a triumph to 
himſelf, which is verily the choicelt piece of eminent 
virtues, Behold a Cavalicr, who vanquiſheth both 
avarice and love, the two molt dangerous Rocks of 
the world. Bayard commendeth his Purſe in aFor. 
tune not the belt accommodated , which meriteth 
not the leaſt applauſe; but Bayard commandeth 
himſelfin a flouriſhing age, in a vigorous body, in 
preſence of an objec fo amiable. 1 beſeech you let 


Painters fair faces, But not to ſearch any further 40 5 NO longer ſay,that chaſtity is only found in Cloy- 


into the ruines of antiquity ; look what your Bay- 
ard dd upon this point : behold an admirable paſ- 
ſ:ge, which 1 will relate in the ſame words, as it is 
expreſſed in his Hiſtory, 

They had cauſed a yound Maid to be conveyed 
into bis chamber, which was one of the faireſt crea- 
tures of the world , and indeed ſhe was endowed 
with an Angelical grace, but that her eys were 
ſwoln with extremity of tears, When the Captain 


ſaw her , * How now. fair Vaid, ſaith he unto her, 5 


* what ſay you? How come you hither # The poor 
© creature tell on her knees, and ſaid : Alas, Sir, my 
* mother hath commanded me 1 ſhould do what you 
* would have me, yetI am a Virgin, and never had 
*I any diſpoſirion to do ill, were it not neceſſity en- 
* forced me thereunto, for my mother and my ſelf 
*are ſo poor,that we periſh for hunger , and 1 wiſh 
© to God I were dead, before I commit this aR, or 
* at leaſt, that I were not in the number of unhappy 


ers, it 1s every where, wherethe fear of Gods, 
where generoſity, or real virtue is. What can ſo 
many wretches anſwer to this, who fill the world 
with fins, the Nobility with diſgraces, 'their bodies 
with diſeaſes, their name with infamy, and load fo 
many poor abuſed creatures with miſeries and dif- 
pair? What can ſo many ſpruce Gallants anſwer, 
who brave it through the ſtreets, and make oſtents 
in borrowed teathers, and in habits, ſtanding in. 


odebted to the Mercer for the ſtuff, and to the poor 


Taylor for the faſhion, paying neither the one, nor 
other ? True Jack-daws of :#/ope,who deſerve that 
all other birds ſhould aſſemble to pull their plumes 
off, which they have ſtoln ro entertain their vanity, 
What will here ſo many gluttons and gameſters an- 
ſwer*', whoeat, and rent upthe entrails of men by 
their bloody riots ? Is it poſlible, that this Souldi- 
er ſhould have four bundred crown , which was 
then a huge ſummm , to give in one only alms, and 


© Maids. The noble Lord touched to the quick with 6© thoſe who in bravery talk of nothing elſe bur piſto- 


the words of this creature, anſwered her, havirg 
tears in his eys: * Verily,pretty ſoul, L will not be fo 
* wicked, as to take that from you, which you ſo 
* faithfully have kept for God. Thereupon he cauſed 
her to be veiled covering her with a mantle, leſt ſhe 
might be known , he lighted a Torch, and not re- 
commendings her ro any other, conduRted her him- 
ſelf to reſt in the houſe of his kinſwoman. The 


next day he ſent for the mother, and ſaid to her: 
* Are not you a wicked woman to betray the ho-70 
* nour of your daughter, which ought to be more 
© dear unto you then life? You deſerve a puniſh. 


lers,the belly.and game, have not aDenierto throw 
tO a poor, body ? 

I will alſo ſhew you an eſſential virtue of your 
profeſſion, which is a certain mixture of honeſty, 
juſtice, and loyalty due to the King, the Weal pub- 
lick, your conſcience, even towards your enemies 
themſelves, in the examples of this admirable man, 
juſtly called The Captain without fault, 


The 


— 


de 


232 The HOLY COURT. The Souldter, Patt 2, 
* He had given him «ſſurance of his perſcn, 
ThecighthSECT10N, Behold you _ brave _ un = not a 
' 4 man of a royal conſcience, and of an honeſty in all 
Againſt the perfidiouſnes of Intereſts. things like A it ſelf? Where aretheſe perry Toirits 
Here is given to you for the accompliſhment of the Abyſs, more black then Specters, ard infer- 
of theſe goodly precepts, a great virtue ofthe nal furies, who have neither loyalty for their Prince 
time, which is to betray Faith, Alcars, and all that nor Common-wealth, but as it may concern their 
which is pretious in nature,or mognificent in Religi- own intereſts, who ſwallow treaſonsas big as Cam- 
on, to advance your fortune, without any fear at all mels, to gaina fly ?. They would make truth it ſelf 
ro trample on the throats of your moſt faithful 10 to lye, were not their iſſues ever tragical, abomi- 
friends, that you may go dire&ly to the Temple * nable, and hideous, 
of Honour, or the riches of the world. Poor 7axi- 1] wat © 
2.477 .chink you, that to be the ſhortelt way ? Have 1 Mnm SECTION, 
you never learned, that if you take fidelity out of Short and notable Inſlrufions, © 
the world, you pull down the principal Altar of the | 
Temple, the ſanRity of humane hearts, the com- Y Souldier, follow the precepts, which the A"g»/.ep, 
merce of men, the repoſe of life, the knot and band great S. Augnſtine gave to Captain Boniface, ** 
oracle Of all felicities ? Perjury, ſaith an Oracle, hath a fon Obſerve Faith and Virtue in Arms , which never 
Ericylids without name, feet, or hands, and who wandereth will be proſperous on earth, if they be not fortified 
refdrnn * up and down throughout the world ,and cruſheth in 20 with bleſſings from heaven.Be of God with David, 
cztam. Pieces the he:ds of the perfidious, even tothe fourth to deliver you from your neceſſities, which are your 


peneration, You inthe ſubſequent diſcourſes ſhall 
be!-o!d the goodly ſucceſſes of ſuch proceedings : I 
for this wn rell you , to ſtrengthen theſe pre- 
cepts ; that, were faich and integrity baniſhed from 
the reſt ofthe world , they might be tound in the 
heart ofa French <ouldier, ; 

Our excellent Bayard, from whom I more affect 
{till ro derive this model, then from any other,made 


paſſions , he doth nothing to overcome viſible ene. 
mies, that have power over bodies, who ſurmount- 
eth not the inviſible , bandied againſt the health of 
our ſouls, Make uſe of the world, as a thing bor» 
rowed : do good with its goods, and become not 
bad. They are goods, fince they come from God, 
who extendeth his power over all things, both ce- 
leſtial and remporal. They are goods, ſince God 


it well appear in an aff:ir, where the lite of the moſt zo gives them to pou men , but they are not alſo 


eminent man of the Church was intereſſed, He.was 
at that time in 7taly , ſent by the King to afliſt the 
Duke of Ferrara againſt the Army of Pope Fulins, 
then much oppoſite to Fraxce, although ſo many o- 
ther worchy Popes heartily love our Nation, See 
the cauſe , why he ſent to the Duke one Aonfienr 
Auguſtine Gerlo, a Gentleman of Milan, a Trai. 
tour, and faious, to perſwade him to forſake the 
French alliance,with intention to deſtroy them, and 


great goods, {ince be affords them to the wicked. 
He takes them away from the virtuous. to try their 
virtue, and from the perverſe, to chaſlife their 
crimes, Itis true, ſtrength, health, victory, ho- 
nour, wealth, areindifferently the portion of all 
men : but conqueſt over paſſions, virtues, ſalvation 
of ſoul, immortality of body, glory, honour, bea- 
titude, ace the proper inheritance of Saints, Love 
theſe goods, delire them , ſeek them with all your 


that in recompence he would give him his Niece in 40 endeavour, do alms-deeds to get them, faſt as much 


marriage, and make him Cap:ain General of the 
Church. This Prince would not in any wiſe under. 
ſtand him, but he handled the matter ſo by his po- 
licy and advantageous promiſes, that he gained this 
Awgruſtine, who gave lim his hand, that he in few 
days would deſtroy the Pope, by the help of a miſ- 
ci1evous morſel,which he could eaſily give him. The 
Duke of Ferrara underſtanding theſe propoſitions, 
went to finde out the noble Bayard in his lodging, 
and made a lorg diſcourſeto him of the evil diſpoſt- 


as your forces will permit : all here below paſſeth 
away, but good works. 

Think when you go tothe wars, that the ſtrength 
of your body isa gitt of God, and that it is not fir to 
arm againſt your ſovereign Maſter's proper . bene- 
fits. Keep promiſe even with your enemies, make 
peace with all the world voluntarily , and war for 
neceſſity to acquire the good of peace. Be peaceful 
evenin Arms, for ſuch men are called the children 
of God. Ifit be neceſſary to kill an enemy in fight, 


tion of Pope ?ulns,and the enterpriſes he had, both 5 o let mercy be always exerciſed in the latter end of 


on his life, and of ihe Fren:h-men,of purpole to en» 
kindle him, for revenge. Then he purſued bis oppor- 
runity, and made overture to him of the treaſon of 
this wicked Gerlo. Bayard beheld him, and ſaid , 
* How, Sir? I could never have imagined that a 
© Prince ſo generous as you, would conſent to ſuch 
* a miſchiet : and bad you done it, I ſwear by my 
* ſoul, before night I would bave given the Pope no. 
* tice of it, How ? anſwered the Duke, He would 


the combate, principally when there is no further 
fear of rebellion. Adorn your manners with conju... 
cal chaſtity, ſobriety, and modeſty. Ir is a ridicu.. 
lous thing to conquer men , and be vanquiſhed by 
vices, to efcape the ſword, and be overthrown by 
wine. If you want means, ſeek ir not on earth by 
wicked practiſes, but ſecure rather in Heaven”that 
little you have, by the exerciſe of good works. 

Flee theſe rocks of Nobility, which we have hi. 


* have done as much either ro you, or me. It is no 6O therto ſpoken againſt, and above all, bridle preſum. 


* matter, replieth Bayard, this treachery diſpleaſeth 
* me, The Nuke ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, and 
* ſpitting on the ground, Aer/iexr Bayard.faith he, 
*] would I had killed all mine enemies in this fort : 
* but ſince you diſlike it, the matter ſhall reſt, and 
* you 2nd1 borh may have cauſe to repent it. We 
© ſhalt ror, ifit pleaſe God, replieth the good ſoul. 
* dier; but I pray you put this gallant into my hands, 


* that would do this goodly piece of ſervice: and if _ 
*1d ſe hi be hanged i [ | F 
1 Conot cauſe him to be hanged in an hour, let me 


* ſupply his place. The other excuſedit , . ſaying, 


ption, choler, the tongue, and ſenſuality, 

They are ſlaves, who cannot keep in the mean, 
between ſervitude, and Empire, where either chains 
muſt be had to maſter them,or a Throne ereRed to 
honour them. . Preſumprion , if you afford ir en- 
trance, will make you of a man,a Baloon filled with 
wind, a ſcare-crow of honour, a temerarious thins 
void of courage, an undertaker without ſucceſs, a 
phantaſtick without ſhame, which in the end ſhall 
become burthenſom to it ſelf, and odious to all the 
world. Cholcr and folly are two fiſters, which ave. 

In 


Part 2- 


IN 171an7en 
\s 
in Jam, 


- 


in all things the ſame qualities, or if there be any dif 
ference, ic is, that the one with more farie maketh 
havock in an inſtant, and the other producerh her 
effe&ts with more leiſureand cheerfulneſs : whilelt 
you are ſubjet to this paſſion; no'man can conhide 
in you in matter of judgment, no more then to 
weacher-cocks in the pojnt of (tability ; you will 
have all other vices in feed, -ard perpetually live in 
the ſorrow of time paſt, diſturbarce ofthe preſent, 
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The S ouldier: 


com? an able man in your profeſſion, from being 
honeſt, civil , diſcreet, affable , liberal, obliping, 
ſtout, couragious, patient, which are the principal 
qualities of a Courtier, 

It is not deſired, that to be devout,” gqu ſhould 
have a ſpirit drowzie, ſluggiſh, overwhelmed, not 
that through overmuch ſimplicity you.make profu- 
ſton of your ſelf, in an Age, where bounty ſeemetiz 
to be the prey of inſolene ſpirits. Willom will 


and uncertainty of the futufe, As for the tongue, it x teach you neither to. intrude nor power put your 


is that which contain&h”all the good or evil of 
man : it is the needle of the-great dial of the ſoul, 
that mult ſhew all the k6urs, - It is the truche-man 
of our thoughts, .the image of our ations, the in- 
terpreter of our wills, and the principal key-of con- 
yerſation, He that will now adays live inthe world, 
faith the famous S. Nazianzrn, maſt have a viil 
over his eys,, a hey tm his ear, a compaſs on his lips. 
A veil cver his eyr, not to ſee, or in ſeeing to dif. 


ſelf, rodiſſemble through virtue that which oughc 
to be concealed, to adapt your ſelf to companics 
and affairs, to bclieve nothing lightly, nor to pro- 
miſe nor decide any thing without conſiderarion,to 

erſeyere in certain things not ill, becauſe you have 
Lenka them; notto be harſh, nortoo:;much com- 
plying, ſincetheone talteth of brutifhneſs, the other 
inclites to flatterie, To propoſe to your ſelf good 
and evil, which may ariſe from an affair, to mode- 


ſemble many things ; a key on his ear, to ſhut them 4g rate the one, and «rollerate the other. Above all, 


up againſt ſo many follies'and ordures, which pro- 
ceed from bad mouthes.:-_and « compaſs on the lips, 
to meaſute and ſquare ont all his words with diſcre- 
tion. <0 -many ſecrets unneceſſarily diſcovered, 
ſo many infamous*ſlanders', ſo many inconf:de- 
rate tales, ſo many frivolous promiſes, ſo = 
impudent lyes, ch JE foric and execrable blat- 
phemies, 'ſo many diſaſters which oft happen ſor a 
tleighr ſpeech, daily teach us, that words have ro 


honour the King next after God,as the ſource of all 
greatneſs, & the fountaine of the moſt noble lights, 
which refle& on Nobility. Honour him with pro 
found reſpeR,as the lively Image of God. Love him 
ſincerely, ſerve him with all gdelity. 1f you be em- 
ployed in affairs and governments, endexvour ro 
perſiſt therein with conſcience and honour, which 
are the two manſ:ons of a great ſoul, If you have 
merit without employment and recompence, fa 


40h : y 
handles to hold them by, and better it is to trip viith z © nor therefore that allis loſt, Itis a good buſineſs to 


the foot then the tongue, | 

Senſuality,rfyou powerfully reſiſt it not from the 
firſt refle&ions, which reafon may preſent, will 
make you a thing of nothing. The three ſpirits, 
wine, love; and game, will fetter you with a prodi- 
ious ſlavery. You will become a living Sepul- 
cher, a tomb of ſurfets and ſlaughters, a gulf of 
calumnies, a meer hobgoblin without repoſe, which 
ſhall continually handle cards and dice, to bereave 


be well at reſt, te manure your ſpirit, ro enable 
your ſelf with reading and peaceable converſa:ion 
to govern your houſe. Learn nothing, but what 
you ought ro know, Search that onely which you 
may profitably finde, defire norhing, but,what you 
may honourably wiſh for, And be not conceited to 
run after a ſpeRter of imaginary fiyour, nor to 


mount to a place, where you cannot ſtay without 
fcar, nor fall without ruin. 


you of your purſe and underſtanding, foto makea z@ So many great Monarchs, ſo many Princes, Lords, 


ſpoile ot your goods, a frenzie of your reaſon, and a 
perpetual feaver ot your life, 

Your condition ought not to make you pretend 
power over men, it you {eaſonably enterpriſe it not 
over your own paſtions. Beware how you enter in- 
ro the liſt among ſo many noble ſpirits, there to diſ- 
cover your weakneſs, and to add nothing to the 
luſtre of che honour of ſo many worthy Anceſtours, 
but to render your own crimes the more remarka- 
ble. Shew your ſelf herein a reaſonable man, and 
endeavour that all your ations may be as lines, 
which grow trom the center of wiſdom, to be pro- 
duced with all felicitie Remember things paſt, re- 
Qifie the preſent, foreſee thoſe to come. Above all, 
learn to ſera true eſtimation upon every thing in 
the world, and ſuffer not your ſelf to be ſurpriſed 
by the illuſions of ſo many objeRs, which when 
they bave charmed the eys,and overthrown reaſon, 
leave nothing behind them, bur ſorrow to have don 
il, and impotencie of doing well. 

In converſation take the mcaſure of your ſelf, 
and the like of thoſe with whom you deal, to hus- 
band and accommodate your ſelf reaſonably to: all 
the world, yielding to every one the reſpe&t which 
his merit ſeems to require. The exerciſe of devotion 
will not hinder you from the endeavour how to be! 


and valorous men, who are come from Courts and 
the profeſiion of arms, to enter into the Temple of 
piery, aflureus, this life is capable of Saints, and 
that no man ought to deſpare of virtue, but he who 
renounceth it. If the brevity of this Treatiſe would 
permit, I would willingly ſet before you, a D:vid.a 
7oſias, an Eztchias, a Charlemaign,, a S. Lewis, a 
Hermingilaes, a Henry, a Ste;hin, a Ca 2mmire, a 
Godfrey of Bovillon , a Wenceſlaus, an Edward, an 


o Elztar,an Amide: 1 would make you ſee flonriſh- 


ing Squadrons of Martyrs, drawn from warfare, a. 
monglt which you would admire a farrice,an Exe 
upertis, a Sebaſtian,a Marius, a Mennas, an O!f 4* 
piades, a AMeliton, a Leontins,a Maxim, a Julian, 
an Abdcn, a Senuen,a Valensya Priſcus,a Marcell, 
a Marcellinns, 4 Severinns,a Philoromss, a Phil:fe- 
ou, and ſo many ſuch like, Finally, I would ſhew 
in the latter Ages men worthy of all honour, emi. 
nent in arms and enobled wich ſingular Piety , bur [ 


Go now content my felf ro draw from Enſi birs, Thecn 


deret, Nicephorus, Zoſimnur, Socrates, Scaomennc, 
Cearenus, and above all, Cardinal Barexirr, che life 
of Great Conſtantine, who hath been the very prime 
man amonglt Chriſtian Princes, and hath witneſſed, 
eſpecially after his Baptiſm, a maſculine piety, and 
a great example of ſanQi:y, 


Go 
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The Souldier, Part x. 


Sth 1s on, 


CONSTITANTITIINE. 


The rt SECT10N. 
The Providence of God over Conſtantine, 


Will ſhew to Chriſtian Nobility its ſource 
inthe life of the prime «Gentleman of Chri- 
Hanity. If we reſpet Antiquity, Greatneſs, 
and Dignity, we ſhall not tinde a Prince ei- 
ther more anciently noble then he, who firſt 

of all among Emperours deſerved the title of Chy;- 
ftiay, or more truly great then he , who ſo happily 
ergraffed the Empire of the Univerſe on the Tree 
of the Croſs , or more juſtly honourable then he 


by its own hands, how ſtability is over-turned by 
the ſupports it chooſeth , how the ſpirit of fleſh at 
unawares contributerh to plant the Croſs onthe 
top of Capitols and heads of Monarchs, by the 
ſame ways wherewith it promiſed to over-clond 
them with darkneſs and Abyſles. 

| here produce a Coyftantine, bred up very young 
in the Court of Dyocletian, who had an intention to 
become a ſcourge to Chriftianity : but God ſurpri. 


who cemented his honour with the blood of the x0 zed him therein,as Afoſes in the Court of Pharaoh, 


Greaiveſs Lamb, It is the admirable Conſtantive, who ſo per- 
wy _ feRly allied Valour to Piety, Monarchy to Humili- 
ty, the wiſdom of the Croſs, to the government of 
- = world, the nails and thorns ofthe Paſſion, to 
the Diadem of Kings, and delights of the Court, 
that he hath left matrer of meditation for the wiſe , 


of PR for Religious, of imitation for Monarchs, 
and of wonder tor thoſe who admire nothing vul- 
Sar. 


Thoater of 

— of God, whereunto I would willingly invite all 
VI» "wx" * . 

dence, Thoſe ſpirits, repleat with humane policy, and deve- 


ſed of heavenly Maxims, who are only grear by the 
greatneſs of their ruine , to ſee how the breath of 
God demoliſheth the Towers of Zabel, to raiſe the 
walls of $ion, how the ſubtileare ſurprized in their 
ſubtilry, how the ſcience of men becometh blinde in 
its proper lights, how the vigour of the world is ſlain 


to ſtop the ſtream of perſecution , to calm the tem- 
peſts of the time, confound Idols, and raiſe the 
Church on the ruines of Genciliſm, 

Reader,ſtay alittle on the Frontiſpiece of this hi- 
ſtory, and behold how the Eternal Providence led 
this young Conſtantine by the hand, like another 
Cyras,to humble theGreat-ones of the earth before 1/49 
his face, and to give him hidden treaſures , to take 
from him ſo many bars and impediments, to open 


Behold a marvellous Theater of the Providence 20 for him ſo many gates of iron, and to cauſe ſo many 


Kings to turn their faces, and afford him their place. 
There wasat that time twelve heads, which alrea- 
dy either wore the Diadem, or thought themſelves 
capable of it, Diocletian and Maximan beld the 
higheſt place : they had choſen for Succeſſours Ga- 
lerins and Conſtantins Cloras, father of our Conſt ax- 
tine. Galerizs had made two other Ceſars, Severus, 
and Afaximinus, Maxentins fon of Maximian, 
violently 


The HOLY COURT. 
violently drew upon himlelf the Purple by main 
force, Lycinixs turiouſly oppoſed him to gain ic, 
Conſtantius, Dalmatins, Hannbal, brothers. of Cox- 
ftantine by the father's tide, beheld this goody game, 
and might well hope to bave ſome parc theran, as 
being legitimate.ſons of Theodora, whom Conſtant- 
# Clorws had eſpouſed when he rejected S. Helena. 
Conft antine ſaw humſelt the furthelt off, through the tor proteſſing Chriſtiani:y, 1t was deſired the Mar- 
diſgrace of bis mother , yer did the anointment of tyrs,ſhould be numbred, but this was impoſlible, for 
God make choice of him, diſperſing all the.reſt by 10 when it appeared that one -month reckoned up ſe- 
ſuch and ſo divers ways, as we ſhall afterward be- venteen thouſand, and the reft carried the like pro- 
hold, to place himinche Throne, only abſolute and port:on, the C hriſtians prepai ed themſelves rather 
independent, and to eſtabliſh bim with a long con-. to dye then to keep any turiher record of ihem. The 
tinuance of years, and a large poſterity, had it pur. Emiperour alſo cauſed all holy books to be exactly 
ſued the way which he traced. ſought our, to commit them tothe flames, thinking 


Part 2, The $ouldier. 


the hearts of men, without ſome particular impreſ- 
lion of malign ſpirits, yer Diocleay thought it wes 
a greac poinc ot ſtare , and the true means irreco. 
yerably co baniſh Chriſtianity, 

Behold the cauſe why he ſpared none, yea, not 
pardoning even his Niece $»/anxs, nor his wite Se- 
rexa, whom be cauſed to feel the edge ofthe ſword 
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th: tze = Conſider what then was the ſtate of the Church, it wasa ſingular policy to ſuppreſs our Religion. buc 
Ch wh and view the wonders of the powerful hand of God, it is a thing extremely prodigious, and an invincible 
” 1» 2; Diocletian had undertaken to raze from the memo. 


argument of the Divinity of onr taich, that not- 
ry of men the name of Chriſtianity ; and being an withſtanding all theſe endeavours, the Church was 
imperious man,who would,as it were, that the Hea- 20 like the burning buſh, which derived glory from its 
vens and elements ſhould obſerye no other courſe proger flames. $he encreafed under the ſword of 
but according to his will , and engaged very farin perſecution, borrowing her Ornaments from igno. 
this affair, bare himſclf with ſuch exceſs of cruelty, miny,her ricbes trom loſſes, and life from her tomb. 
that for about three hundred years, that the Chri- It ſeemed that every drop of bloud which 4 ſtilled 
ſtians were perſecuted, there had nothing been like from the bodies of Martyrs, was a grain of feed to 
the perſecution raiſcd under his Empire, make others ſpring, which in the end wearicd exe- 
Then was the time, when in full aflembly of pub- © cutioners, blun.ed the edge of fwords, wore our 
lick Games, which ordinarily were preſented at allthe inſtruments of torture ; yer was Diocltian 
Rowe, the cries of an innumerable multitude were for all this nothing mollificd, 
heard, who to flatter the deſign of the Prince, loud- 30 Aman would wonder,from whence he ſhould con- condiri- 
ly proclaimed two and twenty times ; Chriſtians tol. ceive ſuch harred againſt Chriſtianicy ; bur he that 905 ®* 
lantur, Auguſte,Chriſftiani tollantur: Let theChriſti- Dieclettar, 


6c [hian, 


ans be taken away, O Emperour, let the Chriſtians 
be rooted out. Then was the time that dreadful E- 
dicts of perſecution were fixed on every place, that 
the earth was covered with bloud and maſſacres, 
and flaughrers diſperſed,as it were,in all the parts of 
the habicable world. Chriſtians were accounted as 
the dregs of mankind, the ſcorn of the earth,and ob 


will conſider his nacure and ordinary proceedings, 
ſhall tinde , that beſides the ſuggeſtions of Hell, he 
had inclinations diſpoſed to ſich cruelties. He was 
born of very bale birth, nurſ-d up in bloud,addi&tal 
to che Relig.on of the Gentiles , ſo far as to make 
himſelf the moR ſuperſticious, Whuleit he abode in 
Fraxce as yet a young foldier,aDrxid who much in- 
rermeddled with divination, foretold him he ſhould 


je& of all cruclties,.Some were ſhut up in Caves, not zo arrive at the Empire , when he had killed the faral 


daring co appear in publick, excluded from com- 
merce and ſociety of men, deprived of neceſſities, 
which Nature would have co be common to all che 
world , they not being permitted to draw water 
from Wells, or to buy a handful of herbs in che 
Marker, unleſs they preſented Incenſe to !dols, pur- 
poſely fixed in publick places. Others crept up and 
down in the Deſerts,among wilde beaſts,and ſome- 
rimes roaſted wich heat of Summer, and ſometimes 


Bore. He being ofa ſpirit ambirious and credulous, 
went purpoſely a hunting, and ordinarily chaſed 
Bores, to ſeeif a Crown would ſpring from their 
bloud. But that was not it which & evil ſpirit pre. 
tended. There was at theCourt a Lord,named Aper, 
as much as to fay the Bore, father-in-law to the Em. 
perour N«meriexus,a man powerful & fattious,who 
after ſome years poſleſſed himſclf of the Romany Ems 
pire by crime and treachery, Dzocletian adventured 


congealed with cold of Winter , tearing up with 5© to kill him, nor ſo much for hatred, as be fa d,as for 


their nails the graſs, which they mingled with their 
tears before they ate it, Others were led into The- 
aters, Amphitheaters , and Tribunals of Judges, 
where old men of fourſcore, and an hundred years 
of age, were ſcen. Ladies very honourable, moſt 
tender Maidens, and litcle Children, brought into 
the laying houſe there tro dye , before they knew 
what it wasto live. 

All the rortures which the Bufrzs and Mezrnti- 


deſire to fulfil the propheſie of the Draid,and lie ha- 
ving thruſt his ſword through his body ,being alrea- 
dy arrived to the higheſtdegrees of warfare,and wel 
beloved of the ſouldiers, was proclaimed Emperour, 
This election made him greatly eſteem the talſe Re- 


| ligion of Pagans,and to cake deep roots in his ſfuper- 


{tirion ; which was much augmented by the Prieſts 
of 1dols; mortal enemies of Chriſtians, who per- 
ſwaded him , the gods tha: had given the Empire, 


»/es knew not, were then invented, and exerciſed gg demanded. of him in requital the extirpa:ion of 


en the bodics of Chriſtians : there was no ſpeech 
bur of Racks, Combs of Iron, molten Lead, boyl. 
ing Cauldrons : but how to cruſh men under Preſ- 
ſ:s, asin the time of Vintage , but of ſhutting bo- 
dies up in veſſels, armed within with counterpoint- 
ed nails, and rouling them in this moving prifon 
down the deſcent of hills ; but of 2nnointing them 
with Oyl and Honey, and expoſing them to Walps, 
in the boyling ardures of the Sun , but of hanging 
women by the feet in their nakednefs, to ſerve 
as a ſpeacle for luſtful eys. | 

It is not credible ſuch horrours could enter into 


3 
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Chriſtianity, and that his hand was fatal to cut and 
burn the heads of the Hydra , which his Predecef(- 
ſours could never deſtroy. This afforded him matter 
of vanity, which he very eaſily apprehended, and it 
being allo ſofily whifpered in his ears, that the 
Chriſtians bad a plot upon. his Rate , and proniiſed 
themſelves in their propheſies an everlalting Em- 
pire, he grew moody even torage, employing all 
manner of Engines to give counterpoize to their 
exaltations.Beſides,he being ever defirous to appear. 
exactly abſolute in his commands, and-effectual 
in bis enterprizes, thought he muſt never give over 
Gg 2 perlecution, 
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perſecution, till he had buried the memory of the 
Chriſtian name , and he yoluntarily ſuffered him. 
ſelf ſo to be flattered uponthis ſubject, that no man 
could do a thing more acceptable then to tell him 
he had extinguiſhed the wicked SeR, and eſtabliſhed 
the honour of the Gods immortal. Columnes 
alſo and Monuments were dedicated to him with 
this inſcription, SUPERSTITIONE 
CHRISTI UVBIQUVE DELETA, 


The Souladter, 


which ſeemed as it were as fat tyed to him as his 
ſoul, ro make , being yet alive , ar honourable re- 
compence to the truth, which he had ſo unworthily 
offended. He perſwaded Maximianm partaker of 
all his crimes,to be alſo the companion of his fortune 
and both of them retired , leaving in their places 
Galerims and Conſtantine, the father of our Conſt ax- 
tize; ignorantly giving the Empire to him, who 
had already brought forth a ſon, who ſhould ruin 


which witneſſed, theſe honours were yielded him, 10 all that which theſe two had built, 


for having chroughly purged the world from the 
ſuperſtition of Chriſt : bur his conſcience ſuggeſted 
the contrary, wherewith his ſpiric, fierce, and cru- 
el, was horribly amazzd. 

O God | we may well ſay, there is neither force 
nor counſel can oppoſe your deſigns : your divine 
Providence,ſhat up in a cloud, roareth-over crown- 
ed heads, in a moment overthroweth the mountains 
of winds, which the Tyrants raiſed one upon ano- 


Let us now behold his extrattion and qualities, 
re, or theeminencies of his bigth, and ler 
us find in his time the wicked Hermit in the bottom 
of his cave. 


The ſecond SECTION, 


The Nobility of Conſtantine, 


Part 2, 


T is (aid when nature made the wild Lillie, ſhe Plioius 
alſo taught how to make Lillies : and I may fay, ©5095, 
when ſhe created the Grand-fathers and parents of menu 14- 


. 174,114 
great Conſtantine, ſhe then began the work of a 57%" ar. 


perfet Emperour, which ſhe afterward finiſhed carp. 


ther, and makes the filly wiſdom of the or P9- 20 
liticians, appear like an owl unfeathered, and aſha- 
med at the rays of the mid day. 

He leaveth Dieclctian, who was reputed the ſubtileſt, and 

the Em- moſt couragious man of the world, upon a ſuddain 


pre. 


R:alous. 


reſolved to torſake the Empire, and to hide himſelf 
in ſome grot, like a beaſt, timorous and wretched, 
He abandoneth the <cepter and Purple, toretire 
bimſelf into a little country-houſe , and with his 
own hands to manure a garden. 


in the perſon of this Monarch, whoſe life we 
write, - 


Nazariss obſerverh,that he was deſcended from yovitiry 
the Emperour Flavins Clandins , a Prince fo re. of Conſtan- 


nowned, that it was ſaid, the moderation of Auga-*"" 


This gave matter enough of ſurmiſe to all the 30 fas Ceſar, the virtue of T7ajan, and piety of Auto. 


world, which could not penetrate his intentions, fr 
was belieyed by no man, that be did ic for humility, 
for theſe apprebenſions. found no place in the heare 
of a man, who cauſed himſelf ro be adored, aad pre. 
ſented his ſhoes, embroidered with precions ſtones, 
to be kiſſed by them, who came to ſalute him. He 
notwithſtanding publickly profeſſed, that he addid- 
ed himfe!t co this life through a generous contempr 
of the vanities of the world, being tully ſatiated with 


nius were aſſembled together, to harbgur in his 
heart, He ſuſtained one of the moſt furious incur. 
ſions of the Barbarians, which ever was upon the 
Roman Empire, for he in one ſole battel defeated 
three hundred and twenty thouſand, and deſerved 
a Statue of gold, which was ereRed for him in the 
Capitol, having reigned onely two years. 
Conſtaxtins Elorns the father of our great Con- 
ſtantine, was as the Roſe amongſt Thorns, for he 


honours of the earth, and having accompliſhed all 40 lived among thoſe Barbarous Emperours,who made 


the hopes of the moſt ambitious ; ſo that he knew 
what the fortune of the Ceſars was,& that Diadems 
were _ with more Thorns then Pearls, that 
there was but one way to contentment of life, which 
was to deſpiſe what others adored : and purſuing 
this ; he wrote a letter to a friend of his, who per. 
ſwaded him to re-aſſume the Empire : If you ſaw 
the lettice which grow in my Garden,planted with mme 
oWwn hands, you wonld think me too goed a Gardener,ito 
become a miſerable Emneronr. 

This man would needs plzy the Philoſopher, which 
he had never learned, and endeavour to colour this 
change which he had made, with apparences of vir- 
tue; bur the moſt underſtanding judged,it was the 
diſeaſe of Timon, and a melancholy enraged, that 
tad tranſported him into this retirement. He was' 
extrearaly confounded, to have drawn blood out of 
all rhe veins of the earth, to ſtifle a Religion which 
flouriſhed in its proper ruins, It ſeemed unto him, 


that a million of ſpirits of the dead, encompaſſed h.s 6 magnificent at this meeting, ſpake but one word, -a 
which was to give the people notice thar he wanted **'5® 


bed, to require from him, an account of their lives: 
he began to apprehend ſomething divine in this Re- 
ligion, which he had fo outragiouſly perſecuted, 
and withall to fear a horrible puniſhmenc in the re. 
yolution of the affairs of his eſtate. Beho!d the 
cauſe why defpare,anxiety, and eminent peril, made 
him voluntarily to defpoile himſelf, as a man ready 
to be drowned, believing ſtill, that he ſhould have a 
better penny-worth of the puniſhments of Heaven, 
inthe perſon of a Gardener,then in that of an Em- 
perour. He anticipated his puniſhment, ſerving for 
executioner to himſelf, and leaving an Empire, 


the world ſhed tears of blood, with fo great ſwett- 
neſs, temper, and continencie, that Zraxce and Ex- 

land, where be ordinarily reſided, loved him as 
their father. That which gained him the good will 
of people, was, that he rendered himſelf affable to 
all the world, and thought no treaſure greater then 


the love and affection ot his ſubjeAs. He was a ca- Notable | 
moderatt- 
- 4 '” on in Con 
nies, evento the leſſening rather the train of his favs. 


o bouſe, then to over-charge thoſe, which other Go. 


pital enemy of extortions, and levies of unjuſt mo- 


vernours had oft times ſo ill entreated, 


He being as yet but nominated for the Empire, Eu/ebim. 


Diecletian underſtanding his deportments, whether 
he would teach him frugalitie, or that he feared leſt 
the bright luſtre of the integrity of Cenſtantins 
mighr eclipſe him, one day reproached him with his 
poverty, and ſent Embaſſadours to him expreſly to 
ſee his Cond and exhort him to heap up trea- 
ſares,as wellas other Ceſars. He deſirous to appear 


money. It was a plealing ſpeRacle to behold, how 
all the world ran to him with ful hands, every one 
offering him what he had, with a love ſo cordial, 
and ſo prompt alacritie, that nothing might be ſaid 
to be more affectionate. 
together, great t- eaſures, which he ſhewed to theſe 
Embaſſadours of Diccletian, who were much amaz. 
cd thereat. Bur the brave Prince after their depar- 
ture, reftored all had been preſented unto him, ſay- 
ing, he loved better to ſee riches in the coffers of 
his ſubjects, and to, retain their loves for himſelf, 
then 


d Excellent 


He in few hours amaſſed A judici- 
ous Expe» 
rimeat, 


rart 2. 
then to have all the treaſures of the Jndjes in his 
houſe, withour friendſhip. 

It was verily a fair and ——_ leſſon, which he 
taught the Greac-ones of the earch, who through 
excels of avarice heap together all that, which they 
muft forſake,and in great abundance of wealth have 
a main want of two things which ought to be eter- 
nal, to wit, Love and Truth, , 


Conſtantixs did all this by ways of moral virtues : - 
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The Souldier: 


Principibus Chriftianis eſſe mernit,, non tam ſua 
quam. Helene matris fide, ſaith this great Biſhop. 
Canſtantins at that time,Governour in great Bri- 
tain for the Roman Emperour, being lodgedin the 
houſe of her father, did caſt his cie upon Helena,who 
was endowed with an abſolute beauty ; by reaſon 
whereof, as we may conjecture, ſhe was afterward 
called Helena in the Empire, this name being not 
otherwiſe familiar with the Engl. With this emi- 


for although he had very good inclinations to Chri- 10 nent comlineſs of body ſhe had modeſty, and a ſin- 


ſtianity, he was no Chriltian by profeſlion, being as 
yet ſtraitly aſſociated to the great perſecutours 
thereof : yet becauſe the accidents of time and place 
might permit it, he freely made uſe of Chriſtian 
Officers, judging thoſe would be moſt loyal in his 
ſervice, who were moſt conſtant in piety. And to 
this purpoſe Euſebius addeth, that he being one day 
deſirous to make trial of the faith of Chriſtians 
which were of his train, commanded them to fſacri- 


gular grace, which was a ray imprinted by God up. 
on her forchead , as he did;heretofore to the yirtu- 
ous Heſter, to make her amiable to all the world, [r 
is true, which ZaFatinsa Greck Biſhop ſaid, thar 
beauty which hath nograce, is a bait floating on 
the water without a hook, to be taken, and to catch 
m_— : but when theſe two things do meet, they 
exerciſe much power over hearts, 

And at that time Cexſtantixs felt the eys of Hele- 


fice to Idols ; which the moſt faithful conſtantly re- , g »«, had made more impreflion upon his ſoul; then 


fuſed, reſolving rather to forſake Court and life, 

then to be traitours to the character of their Reli- 

gion. Others yielding to the ſtream of the times, 
Tobe and hope of worldly favours, ſhewed themſelves 
ro "ſomewhat more pliant to his will, which he having 
one meſt perceived, difrnſled them all , ſuppoſing they mighc 
ve 10931® well be perfidious to their Prince, fince they had 
*.. beendiſloyal to their God. Andas for the reſt ha- 
ving highly commended them, he afforded them ex- 
traordinary preferment. 

One would wonder from whence ſuch ſincere af- 
feRions ſhould ariſe, in ſo ill education as he found 
among Perſecutours of the faith. But for my part, I 
think we ought to 1mpute: this change, next after 
God, to the holy and couragious Hclena, whom he 
eſpouſed in his firſt marriage, and who was mother 
of our admirable Conſtantize. This incomparable 
Lady, that ſought the Croſs with more induſtry, 
then others do Empires, hath engraven her praiſes 


Helena, 


could the ſword upon his body : and being a Prince 
of a ſingular continency, fo highly praiſcd by the 
Pagans themſelves, he would not require the daugh- 
ter of his hoſt by any other means then thoſe of a 
lawful marriage, which Zoſimns bath not wholly 
denied in this point, more reſpe&ive,then ſame Gre- 
cians,of Chriſtianity, The father ſeeing the honour 
done him by his hoſt, made no difficulty to reſolve 
uponit, and the prudeiit Helena with as much eaſe 


30 condeſcended to the will of thoſe, to whom ſhe ow- 


ed her being. She entred into marriage for the uni- 
verſal good of the Church, to which ſhe ſhould 
bring torth a Conſtantine. Her firſt care was to ſof. 
ten the warlick humour of her husbard, by the tem- 
per of ſweetneſs and goodneſs, which ſhe gave him 
in ſuch ſort, that in ſo great a rage of ſhedding of 
Chriſtian blood which then reigned, he kept his 
hands the reſt of his days moſt innocent. 

This marriage was as the ſacrifice of Zo, where 


with an adamantine pen in the memory of all Ages. 40 the gall of the offering was never preſented. There 


It is trange why certain modern Grecians, as Ni- 
eephorus and others, have been ſo deſirous to attri- 
bure to Greece this creature, fo that ſtriving to make 
her a Grecian, they have made her an ouc-caſt, [ 
have not ſo much leiſure in this treatiſe, as to amuſe 
my ſelf in recounting and refuting their fabulous 
narrations, being naturally an enemy of men affe- 
Redly eloquent, 'who have no other profeſſion but 
It is the o. 0 lye in good terms. 1 ſpeak that which is the more 
pinion of probable, agrecing with what is written by Cardi- 
Fe” > 141 Baronins, whoſe opinions are ordinarily moſt 
Radulphin incere, Helena was an Exgliſh woman by Nation, 
bis Poly- daughter of one of the belt qualified men of this 
cap. 9. Of BreaT 1ſland,who lodged in his houſe the Lieutenant 
Hunting |. of the Roman Empire. Zoſimus the hiſtorian, who 
4 ag could neither love Con#antine nor his mother, mo- 
Treatiſe of rally hating Chriſtianity, reproacheth her, that ſhe 
Roma® was no Lady, and ſpeaketh as of a woman of baſe 


E : _ 
rours, of ExtraRtion : but we may well ſay, that his hiſtory, 


was {o much love on both fides, that the ffirit of 
Conſtantins lived onely in that of Helena,and Helens 
as the flower of the Sun perpetually followed the 
motions of this bright ſtar , rogetber with all the 
good diſpoſitions of her husband, The young Cox- 
ſtantine, born in the ſame B#itain, ſeemed alſo 
more firmly to knit the knot of theſe chafſt loves, 
when behold an obſtacle which interpoſeth, 
Conſtantins is ſent to ſucceed in the Empire, and 


go is declared Ceſar by the Emperour Aſaximianus, 


on this condition, that he ſhould forfake Helexa his 


' wife and marry Theodor the daughter-in-iaw of 


the ſame Emperour. An Empire 18a marvellous 
flaſh of lightning in the eys, it dazleth and ſhuts 
them up from all other confideration. This good 
husband, who had ſo much affection for his dear 
ſpouſe, ſuffers himſelf ro be won by the ambition 
and eaſineſs of his nature, which bowed much to 
the wills of thoſe who ſeemed to wiſh him well, and 


Heypife4- when he ſpeaketh of faithful Princes, hath mingled 60 by the luſtre of the purple preſented to bim. Afaxi- 


« in his 


hifor, Ec- MUCH gall with his ink. Certain it is, that Heleya be- 
cleſ.of Ex- 1ng a ſtranger, could not be in the Roman Empire of 
go *?* reputation equal to ſo many Princeſſes of cheCourr, 
another o. from whome Coxſtaxtius might at that tire expet 
pinion» alliance,yet was very honourable in her own Coun- 
try, not ſo much by Nobility of blood, as that of 
faich, wherein in my opinion' ſhe already was in- 
ſtructed , there being many Chriſtians in England 
under the Empire of Diocletian. For I hold with S, 


mianus would needs play the Tyrant aſwell over 
loves, as men, and plotting marriages, placeth his 
daughter in the conjugal bed of Coxftantivs , to 
plant himin the Throne of Ce/ar-. 
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Beauty 
and grace 
of $. He- 
lends 


Bis mat» 
tlagce 


Inconſtan- 
cy of mens 


S. Helena, of more worth then an Empire,under- vine ©: 
ſtanding the news, bear this alceration with great 5 ##-- 


conſtancy, not complayning, either of the chance, 
force, or diſloyalty of Coxſtantias, but accounted ic 
an honour, that to refuſe her no other cauſe was 


Paslizus, that ſhe was the firſt Miſtreſs of her Son 70 found, bur the good fortune of her husband. She 


inthe faith, and that we ſhould not have had a Cex- 
fantine, if God had not given us an Helena, Princeps 


more feared then enviedScepters,and was hidden if 
her lictle ſolitude as the niother of pearl under the 
WAYCs, 
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waves, breeding up her young Conſtantine in ſuch 
ſort, as God ſhould direct her, Conſt antins touched 
with this admirable virtue, livedin body with The- 
edora, and in heart with his He/ena. He gave con- 
rentment in the Eaſt to a man imperious, and ſer- 
ved the times, to have his will another day. But he 
was in the Weſt, in the better part of himſelf, Be. 
ſides, when he was abſolute, and that he maſt needs 
divide the Empire with Galerixs his Colttague, he 
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The Souldier. Part 2, 


ry of Arms had not wholly tranſported him into 
ations of his profeſſion. His father well enform- 
ed of his fair qualities, cauſed him to come into the 
Eaſt, where he took a tincture of good letters, at 
the leaſt ſo much as was needtul for a warlike Em 
perour, and applied himſelf ſeriouſly to the exer- 
erciſe of Arms, wherein he appeared with ſo much 
admiration", that he was already beheld with the 
; one would an Achilles, or an Alexander, 


e 
voluntarily reſigned the reſt of the world unto him, 10 work thay alive again. 


to have Fravce, Spain, and his Iſle of England, 
where the moiety of his heart remained. 

tove of Itisa very hard matter long to reſtrain an honeſt 

Conftantim and lawful love, It is ſaid, when Sicily was torn 

jad 3+ 1* from Jtaly by an arm of the Sea, which interpoſed 

' it ſelf athwart, Palm-trees were found by the vio- 

lence of waters rent aſunder, which in ſign: of love 

{till bowed the one to the other, as proteſting againſt 

the element, which had ſeparated f 2 loves. The 


Diceletian, who had not as yet forſaken the Em- 
pire, would have him at his Court,to work him from 
apprehenſion of Chriſtianity, to which he might be 
already much diſpoſed, and draw him to the hatred 
of our Religion, It was a moſt dangerous School He was 
for this young Prince : for Education” ordinarily 275 i 
createth manners, and we are all, as it were, that of Duca 
which we have learned to be in our younger days, ®: 


Conſtantine notwithſtanding gathered flowers in 


like happened to Conftantins and Helena , the tor- 20 this Garden: bed, not taking the breath of the Ser- 


rent of ambitions , and affairs of the world having 
parted their bodies, could not hinder the inclinati. 
ons of their hearts. Conſtantin; returned into Great 
Britain, there to live and make his Tomb: for he 
inthe end died in the City of York, And as he being 
on his death-bed was asked which of his children-he 
would have ſucceed him, fince beſides Conſtantine be 
had three ſons by T heedora ,, at that time-forgetting 
. his ſecond wife and her Off ſpring , he anſwered 


pent which was hidden there-under. He ſoon learn- 
ed from Djocletiay Military virtue, prudence to go- 
vern Souldiers, good husbandry in Revenews , au- 
thority to become awful : but he took nothing ei- 
ther of his impiety or malice, This barbarous man 
in the beginning paſſionately loved him, and would 
perpetually have him by his ſides , but when he ſaw 
that paſſing through Pal:ftine and other parts of 
his Kingdom, the young Conſtantine was more re. 


aloud, CONSTANTINUM PIU M, 30 ſpeed then himſelf ( fo much his carriage, eſpeci- 


1 will have no ether Sacceſſour but the PIOUS 
CONSTANTINE, which was approved 
by all the Army. 3 

Thus God, the Maſter of Scepters and Empires, 
willing to reward the modeſty of the virtuous He- 
lexa, laid hold of ber bloud to give it the Empire of 
the world , in the end, leaving the ſons of Theogo- 
ra, to whom Maximiay promiſed all the Greatneſs 
of the World, 


The third SEC T10 x. 
His Education and Quality 


A Great Oratour hath heretofore faid,ſ] peaking 
CTrs. ofConſtantine,that he appeared as much above 
ad Childe- Kings,as Kings above all other men. 1t is the Elogy, 
Deas ca. Which afterward S.Gregory gave to our Kings. Veri- 
eros homni- by he was accompliſhed wich a ſpirit and body in ſo 

high a degree of perfetion , that there needed no 


nes regia 
digmitas an 
recelitt ,nan- 


76 carers Empire. Nature ſomerimes encloſeth great ſouls in 

ns little bodies ill compoſed , as fortune hath likewiſe 

rez»i profe- placed Kings in Shepherds Cottages, It is an unhap- 

& v7"? pineſs deſerving ſome compaſſion , when a great 

cellice Captain is of ſo1ll a preſence, as to be taken for one 
of his ſervants, and be made to cleave wood, and ſet 
the pot over the fire, to prepare his own dinner, as 
it heretofore happened to Philopemen. 


Beaury of Conſtantine took no care for fallinginto ſuch ac- 


40 


ally compared to the harſh countenarce of the Em- 
perour, had eminence init) he began to grow into 
ſuſpicion; and, as it is ſaid, deſired ſecretly ro be 
rid of him. But Conftantize prevented the blow, 
retiring under an honourable pretext to the Court 
of Galerias, the aſſociate of his father Conſtantin, 
who moſt — left this ſon with him in pledge, 
+ aac to hold ſome good correſpondence with 
im. 
This Galerins was a creature Of Diccletian's, who comparing 
had hererofore declared him Ceſar, yet ſtill retain- =: Cowt 
ed ſuch power over him, that when he had diſplea- << 
ſed him, he made him run on foot after his Coach, 
not deigning ſo much as to look upon him, He in 
the beginning very courteouſly entertained the ſon 
of his faithful friend, affording him all manner of 
favours, but in proceſs of time he conceived a 
ſtrong jealoulie , Sean in this young Aſars 
more excellent parts, then he had done in all the 


more but to ſee him, to judge him worthy of an 5o Courts of the world beſides. 


Exceſs of virtues ſtand in the account of crimes 
with malign eys,ſo as to be culpable one muſt be an 
able man. Galerins reſolved to overthrow Conftax- 
tine, for thoſe qualities which made him amiable to 
all the world ; and not thinking it ſafe to take him 
away by main force, he made war againſt him, like 
a Fox , perſecuting him in that manner , as ſome. 
times Saul did the invircible David. - He found by 
chance, that a King of the Sarmatians made an in- 


Conſtantine, cidents. It ſeemed, as Ewmenins faith, that Nature co curſion on the territories of the Romany Empire, and 


from above had been diſpatched.as a brave Harbin- 
ger, to ſcore out a lodging for this great ſoul, and 
to give hinta body ſuitable to che vigour of his ſpi- 
rit, ſo well was it compoſed. He was of a ſtature 
ſtreight as a Palm, of an aſpe& ſuch, that the Ora. 
tours of that time called it divine, of a port full of 
Majeſty his eys ſparkled like two little [tars,and his 
ſpeech was naturaliy pithy, ſweet, and eloquent, his 
body ſo able for Military exerciſes, that he amazed 


ſhewed himſelf ſo furious, that none durſt any more 
encounter him, then an enraged beaft. Galerins 
rave commiſſion to Conſtantive to bid him battel, 
thinking it was a moſt honourable pretext to be 
freed from him,and that he had a reaſonable excuſe 
with Conſtantius the father, when he ſhould ſhew 
him his ſon dead in the bed of honour, The young 
man, who ſhut up his eys to danger, and only.open- 
ed them to glory, went thither readily , and all ſuc- 


the ſtrongeſt, and ſo ſound, that he had no diſeaſe. -, ceeded ſo proſperouſly, that he not only brake the 


In theſe members ſo well proportioned, reigned a 
vigorous ſpirit,very capable of learning, if the glo-. 


troops of the Sarmatians , but alſo led this King 
along enchained to Galerixzs, This man who recei- 
* ved 


Part 2. 


received not ſo much joy to ſee anenemy at his 
feer, as ſorrow for the proſperity of a friend, very 
coldly commended this encounter , and determined 
with himſelf ro involve the virtue of Cexftantine in 
other battels, ſtill ſeeking in his yalour the matter 
of his ruine. 

It was at that time a thing very ordinary, to 
make condemned men to hght with ſavage beaſts in 
an Amphitheater, thereby to give contentment to 
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ny great affairs upon his hand, before he could be 
peaceably eſtabliſhed in his lhrone, 

The firſt ſhock he hid, came trom two Kings of 
Germany, tO wit, Aſſacar, ard Gaiſus, who paſling 
the Rhexe with huge troops, endeavoured io overs 
whelm the Gazls,thinking to ſurprize a young Em- 
perour, as yet uncollected in the uncertainty of his 
affairs. Yut he nothing amazed, ſpeedily encounters, 
deteats, and takes thery , leading them enchained 


thoſe who are delighted co behold ſuch ſpectacles. ro ina triumph , whereupon ſucceeded an accident, 


Galerins called for a combate of Liexs, and beheld 
it with Conftantiue , who was very impatient to ſee, 
that ſuch as undertook the aſſault of thoſe beaſts, 

erformed it, in his opinion, ſo coldly. He therefore 
arp deſire to adventure himſelf therein. Galerizs, 
who obſerved him over-ſtrong for men, thought he 
might finde his Tomb in the belly of Lions. Note, 
how under colour of withholding him,he thruſt this 
young virtue furcher on , already much enkindled 


which { ſhould rather attribute to the humour of 
Diccletian then of Conſtantine. | or, afcer he had ta- corftone. 
ken his pleaſure upon theſe two Kings, he delivered ®* © 
chem over to wilde beaſts in a combate , which he 
cauſed to be preſented, for the entertainment of the 
people. And although the Oratours of his time 

much applauded this in him, as an a of jultice, for 

the great havock they both had m-de,notwihſtand- 

ing having regard to the quality of the perſons, this 


with tus proper flames. The valiant Prince defcend- 20 proceeding cannot be excuſed trom cruelty, never 


eth in perſon into the liſt , and aſſailerh the Lion, 
whom he flew with an incomparable ſtrength , 
whereupon ſo loud accl:mations, and ſuch extraor- 
dinary applauſcs were raiſed through all the Am- 
phicheater, to the honour of brave Conſtaxtixe,that 
it alone was ſufficient to make the treacherous Ce- 
ſar burſt with anger. 

Envy is a miſchievous vice, it reſembleth thoſe 
Mountains which throw their burning entrails a- 


Envy. 


made familiar to the manners of Chriſtians. 

This forraign war drew along with it civil wars, A wonder- 
wherein the powers of the earth encountred toge. fs! ſpetta- 
ther with incredible fervours, and terrible events. {g.,. of 
Behold a marvellous game, anda great ſpeRacle of the woild., 
the vanities of the world : you ſhall ſee ſeven Prin- 
ces, who aſpired to the Monarchy, baliog each one 
to himſelf a piece of the Purple, which they rent in 
pulling, and deſpoiled themſelves of ir, in ſeeking to 


gainſt flowers, that bloſſom on their tops, as the en- 30 putit on, The moſt fiery ofthem all, who would 


vious dart gall, and flames againſt thoſe men, who 
bravely bloom over their heads. 

Galerius made the ſon of his friend reign in hearts, 
by the ſame ways wherewith he endeavoured to de- 
prive him of life and Scepter. in the end, he (till 
perſiſting in his wickedne(s, and not ceaſing to pre- 
pare new ambuſhes, ſome men of good underſtand- 
ing adviſed Conſt axtine to withdraw himſelf from 
the maligniry of chis wicked man, which he did, for- 


ſwallow the whole earth, could not have ſo much as 
five foot to cover hiz body, 

Maxentias,the ſon of Maximiazn, companion of 
Discletian, a man lolt in conſcience and reputation, 
condemned by the judgment of his own father, 
who thought him unworthy to ſucceed in the Em- 
pire, underſtanding that Conſtantins was de:d, and 
that they had choſen his ſon the young Conſtantine, 
born of an Engliſh mother, entereth into deſperate 


ſaking his Court, withour leave taken, and ſpeedily 40 furies, and being then at Rowe, ready for the pur- 


returning into Eng/axd, whereat that time his ta- 
ther expected him wich much impatience. Zofrmrs 
ſaich, Thar in this voyage he took the poſt. horſes 
which beſt firted him, and maimed all the other, to 
take from his enemies the means of purſuit, 


The fourth SECT 1 ON. 


Hs entry into the E mpre. 


Dis te (1- 
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poſe, cauſcd himſelf to be declared Emperour, by 
the ſouldiers whom be had gained, alluring them 
by the means of large promiſes. - Galerins,who af- 
ter the death of Conſt antins, ard the retirement of 
Dicclttian and Maximian, thought himſelf the nea- * 
reſt to the Monarchy, laboureth ſpeedily to hinder 
the tyranny of Maxenxtizs , and having already 
made two Ceſars to ſucceed, to wit, Severxs and 
Maximinss , he diſpatcheih Severas with all dili- 


nomination he ſurvived notlong, for he died of an 
incurable Ulcer, Heaven revenging his miſ-deeds by 

a horrible malady and anenraged death, Afﬀer his 
deceaſe, theſe rwo Ceſars, who were both of his fa- _ _ 
Rion, Lycinixs arid aximiny: beheld one another {ous 
with a jealous eye, and made ſhew of conteſtation , ent com- 
but Aſeximinus dying at Tharſxs, of a very ſudden $37190.9t 
death, decideth the difference by an irrevocable re- would 
needs 1C- 


| OP , [ to rhe 
In the mean time Aſaximian, who deſpoiled of gmyire, 
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the Throne, whom he had ever reputed a man of 
no worth, burnt with jealouſje, and burſt withan. 
ger, He theretoce haſtened to- finde out his old 

Ca)at ca. Hermit Diocletian in his grot, (4) and endeayoured 
rwntinm a to perſmade bim by all means poſſible to reaſlume 


mew the Empire. 

$clavonis, Shall w: exdure (faith he) Great Auguſtus, this youngſter 
which Zo {@ poudly to inſult over the patrimonie of the unzverſe, and 
m_— \ to ke ſport with the majeſtie of the Roman Empire ? Tour 
= "wa , autho:#:ie tranſported me to a refolition, to which, that I may 
na City ſpeak freely, I, never had any great micliaation : But Ipatiently 


of Charzers bare it whileſt I ſaw Galerius and Conſtantius 23 the govern- 
by a nota- meet of the Empire, who ſecmed two heads wery fit for a Crown, 
ble equi- But zow behold my Maxentius, 10 whoſe truſt I would not 
yocanon, pe committed the bouſe of a filly Burgeſs of Rome) to govern 
— it ; bebal a young Britan, and ano:her 1know not who, true 
wm muſhromes ſprung up in anight, that would divide berween 
th:m Europe, Alia, and Africa. God hnoweth, what 1 ſpeak, 
is ao: throweh ambition,ont ſceing the biuſe of our {aibers, aud 
our own all on fiie; it is very good reaſon webring watcr to 
quench it, what do you here in this m:ſerable grot? You ave 
not made forit : the Eternal Providence, which ſhould have 


Calum, 


fixed you onthe government of the world, ſo aeceſſarie are you 4 


forit, is aſhamed to ſee you among beaſts and peaſants. To 
{peak freely, you do amiſs, and it is very ill anterpreted; your 
great courage bath ever better hitherto loved to erre, then avow 
a fault ; and 1 (isll was of your ofinion, while time permiit.d ; 
but at this preſent, when the world runs all into couſuſion, ex- 
peiting no reparation but from your hands, with what water 
can you waſh the ſtains of the blood,not of one man nor of two,but 
of a whole warld,which ſhall ſtick upon your forehead, and of all 
poſterity, if to obey a fantaſie of ſpirit you ſuffer the Empire to be 
loſt ? Think you when theſe young men ſoall be Maſters, you 
ſhall enjoy this grot iz ſaft'y ? You bave too Much conrage, 
aud Tyranme hath 180 much diſtruſt, toleave you ſo much as 
life, when it can uncontrollably take it from you. Let us go 
preſently and veaſſiume the Diadem ; we ſhall no ſooner ftamp 
with a foot, but we (ha!l make all the world follow us in arms, 
for our ſerutce. If you (i;ll affeft this kind of 1e!5rement, you 
ſhall thither retura again, when we beve pacificd all : but he+ 
lieve me an Empire is a ſhirt,zevey to be put off but with life, 

Theſe perſwaltons were very moving : notwith- 
ſtanding Diocletian, who concluded all his wiſdom 
in the obſtinacie of his reſolutions, replyeth : 


Maximian, 1 ab/o/utely rcnonnce all the fricncſh'p which is 
A brave 


reply of 4 / M8 = - mn p 
Tacluian, Pave you obſerved in my proceedings, to perſwade me to this 


ch ge?Iproteſt before theGods immortal,1 w:ll never return to 
the government of the Empire, no more then iato my mot bers 
wonb, Miſerable man that you are,have you yet ſo litile expc- 
rzence of the vanities of world'y things,as to preſer a rag of Pur- 
ple before your liberty ? I do not know what contentment you may 
cake in government but for my part, I proteſt1then ſlept on thorns, 
aud fed on gall I neither enjoyed day nor night gither veſt or tra- 
vel, nay not ſlcep; ambition depreving me of things which cri- 
mainals finde under fetters, and which Nature u pleaſed, ſhould 
be common to all the world. I muſt laye by exteiionr jhews, 
commnances, and ſmoaks; and if others once did what 1 
would have them, they made me a thouſand times do what 1 
would not .1t u ſaid,a Planet which hath its cxaltation in one 
19", finds ever its cottnierpoine in another, If I had any good 
ſacceſs on the oze ſede, I was ever paid on the other with ſome 
diſcontent, My deſires were infinite, and thaugh I ſeemed ve- 
ry potent, I never bad the nundreth part of what I wiſhed; and 
w:rily 1 knew not my ſelf what I would have, ſo mai:y things 
deſired I, which daily taught me mine own impotencie. What 
a y0odly delight have we to cover the earih with Arms, and the 
Sea with Veſſels, and fetch a great ci: cuit to ſech out a feliti y, 
7hhich we atver fiade ? What libertie, tolive a ſlave of the 
world, to poſſeſs the wrld ? What riches , to beg even from the 
ſweat of a peaſaxt, to entertain 150t ? What tranquillitie, to 
{zve perpetually in torment. 

You? conſezence kaows this to be trive, wh:ch I ſay: whes 
you aad I would intermeddle w.th affairs, accordiar to the 
89! igation of our charges what care maſt therebe ſorrereiews? 
What trav'l for military matters ? What watching for juflic? 
what noiſe upon the complaints of ſo many Provinecs toured out 
at our feet ? what fear of ſurpriz's ? What diltruft of f nuts? 
What deadly ſweats for treaſon ? nat anx1e: ies, and whit 
epirebenions of ſu many lamentable events, which wonutd bap- 
pen to others before oureys ? If we veſiened the care of af- 


fairs to 1wo or three men of our cabinet, they diſt. bed one ano- 70 


thzr, and ſold us to their ambition under coloxr of ſervice., 14 
110 end th y cauſed us to cariy the ſetm'ng Scepter of all their 
fot es, an1 made 118 accountable for all the havock, in uſtices 


The HOLY COURT. 


The Souldir, Parts 
«nd miſeries of bumane kind, Is not here cauſe enoi'gh to de. 
fire ſuch ſlavirie ? If you ani! I bad bodies of whales to cloath, 
and [tomacks 10 be fed with huge ſums of gold every hour is the 
day, I would ſay, that necds we muſt return tothecſe hind of 
ſpouls to content us. But we have to do with ſew things, and 
for a liitle ſpace. 1 ſwear rnto you, that from the time 1 be- 
took rye to this retirement, it hath ſeemcd that all the elements 
were for me, and that 1 never was more powerful, more rich, or 
contented. I have found all that, which 1 ſought for, health, 
repoſe, truth, wiſdom, arts, and the Gods. Got now about 
to colour your ſpecions oration with pretexts of the publich 


© £064, I well kaow where your ambition itcheth : believe mehe 


4 neareſt to beaven, who leaſt carcth in whoſe hands the earth 
is. Vl bat importeth #t, that young Conſtantine, Maxentius, 
and Lycinius divide the world ? 1 ſhall ſee them ſtrive tege- 
ther, like ants about a grain of earib, If the world mult be 
loft, as it is very likely, I bad raitherit were in their bands 
then mine. 1 very well ſee the Empire is ſich tothe death; 1 
have foiſakenit, like an old Phiſician, and will beare no more 
{peech of it, then of a bodice 3a the coffin, Believe me, neither 
you nor 1 can do any thing for its health but to witneſs our in- 
abilitie. All thoſe who have admired our reſolution in forſah- 
ing the Diadem, will be the firſt that will caſt the ſtone againſt 
our incouſtancy, if we weakly £0 about to require agar that 
which we ſo generouſly bave abandoned. God forbid 1 (hould 
enter ini0 a ſantaſie to deſpoile my ſelf of a glory, that never any 
one Monarch had beſore me, which uthe contempt of a wo! ll, 
hen I bad it in mine bands. If you be reſolved to looſe your 
ſelf, doit without company ;, your friendh:p onght to pretend 
nothing upon me to the prejudice of mine honour and conſcience. 
And whereas you propoſe unto me the danger of my perſon, 1 do 
not ihnk that envy will extend it [cf over the Colrworts and 
Leence of this latile Garden, planied by mine own bands + and 
(Eould they come thither, Ihave alreadie lived long enongh, ac- 
cording to the courſe of nature, enough 10 ſatis fie the deſire, 
which 1 bad of glory, and too much to ſee the miſcries if the 
woild. 1 will not think much to yender up ihis life, which 1 
have upon my lips, ts him who gave it me. 

We muſt needs ſay this man bad a great under. 
ſanding, and goodly Maxims : for had not miſchief 
given him the ſpirit of an hangman againſt Chriſtia- 
nity, he might be accounted inthe number of the 
greateſt Emperours. Maximian was much amazed 
at the conſtancy of his reſolution. Notwithſtand- 
ins, the deſire he had to return to his former ho. 


nour being inſatiable, he ſpared not to take the pur- 


berween us,if ever you ſpeak to me of ſuch affairs. 9hat levitie 4O ple again, and bear himſelf as Emperour, proteſt- 


ingit was the deſire of publick good, which pur 
the Scepter into his hands. 

It is an admirable thing, how his ambition was ,, ._... 
diſcountenanced, He, who promiſed himſelf muche dalogn 
reſpe&, was hiſled at by the ſouldiers,as a man yain, of fortune 
unconſtant, and ſhallow, was chaſed out of Jralje, 
and Sclavenia, and other places, which he ſoughr 
to poſſeſs, and reduced as it were to ſuch terms, as 
to ſee himſelf at the mercy of his ſon, which he ap. 


50 prehended as the laſt of bis afitiors: although 


tome have thought there was colluſ:on between the 
father and the ſon, for the accommodation of their 
affairs, He wiſhed now to be inthe bottom of a 
cave with his Diccletian: bur ſince he had begun 
the play, he muſt finiſh his act, The ſubtile man, 
who well foreſaw that Aſaxentirs , a brain-fick 
Prince, was upon ruin, reſolved to league himſelf 
fhrmly tothe fortune of (oſtantine. Behold why 
being retired in haſte towards him, havirg engaged 


6O his houſe in the Empire, it was not difficujt for him 


to finde acceſs there, as alſo for that the new Empe- 
rour in this great concourſe of arms and affairs, wes 

very willing to make uſe of the counſel of a man re 

fined in policie, | | 
Alaximianu entreth ſo far into the heart ard 
juigment of Conſtantine, that to tie him the more 
ro himſelf, and wholly cement up his ovn affairs, 
he gave his daughter hey in marriage to him ; 
whom the young Prince eſpouſed in his ſ:cond wed- 
lock, baving firſt of all been married to Aſinervina, 
by whom he had two children,Criſps; and Helens. 
This marriage of Fanſffa was folemnized with much 
Mag! 
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mapnificence, and the ſon rendred ſo much honour 
to his father-in-law , that he ſeemed to retain nv» 
thing of the Empire, but the name and habit, divi- 
ding with him the reſt of his power. 

We may wellſay , the ſpirit of Afaximian was 
turbulent and efewoenteble . for not ſatisfying 
himſelf with all this excdlent entertainment , he 
thought he was nothing , if he wore not upon his 
forchcad the Diadem which he had forſaken. He be- 
gan to ſet things in order at the Court, and to pre- 
pare factions in ſuch ſort, that he ſeemed to have no 
other purpoſe but to ſet his ſon, and his ſon-in-law 
together by the ears, to enjoy both their ſpoils. In 
the end, he put his deſign very far upon the fortune 
andlife of Conſtantine, and being as he was vain to 
talk ofhis enterprizes namely to bis daughter Fanſta, 
whom he eſteemed to be of a good diſpoſition , he 
opened himſelf ſo much to her, that he made, as 
faith the wiſe-man, Of his lips, the ſnare of his ſoul. 


Th HOLY COURT. 


10 {word and violence in their hands. 


F 


The Souldier, 


inthe perſon of Maxextins. When he had cauſed 
houſes to be rifled , and unworthily maſſacred the 
beſt qualified Senatours, he betook himſelt ro the 
honour of Ladies, which he» endeavoured to taint 
with all ſorts of Artifices. Among other things ir 
is recounted, that having caſt his eys upon! a Lady, a 
Chriſtian by profeſlion , and wife of a Senatour of 
an honourable rank, he diſpaiched villains, who ſer- 
ved himin ſuch ike ordnres, toattach her, with 
The timerous 
husband ſaid to the Emperours Guard, he would 
refer this matter to be treated at the. will of his 
wife. She underſtanding what was practiſed, went 
preſently out, and ſhewed to theſe wicked meflen. 
gers, that ſhe was not now in a fit ſtate to be pre. 
ſented before the Emperours eys, and prayed, ihey 
would give her a lictle time to put on her attires , 
which they moſt willingly condeſcendedunto. The 
couragious woman, inſpired as it was thought, with 


For the young married wife, having more affection 20 a particular inſtint from God , caſt her felfat the 


in ſtore tor her husband, then her tather, and who 
having already the taſt of Empire, would not yield 
it up to him, to whom ſhe had owed her birth, ha- 
ſened to tell all to Conſtantine , adviſing he ſhould 
take heed of his father-in-law , and that he was a 
wicked man, who would, if it were poſlible deceive 
all the gods of 9/ympas for the defire he had to 
reign, Maximian well perceiving that his daugh- 
ter had diſcovered the plot, and that there was no 


feet of our Saviour, holding a Poniard in her bands, 


and thereupon began to ſay : what ſhall we 
do, O holy chaſtity, which I with ſo much ley. 


24.1 


Strange 
Tragedy, 


$imils S. 
Ambroſe,\. 
3, de vits 


alty have preſerved in the Conjugal bed, never ha. gi9ibu* 


ving admitted a forraign love to enter into my heart ? 
Shall ve noW abandon thee to the pollutions of aT yrant, 
forſaken both by God and men? Lit us rather dye. Dye? 
It 1s one of my great deſires , but to dye by mine ew 
bands, is a fin. Yet the infpiration of G:d diftateth to 


further ſafety for him at the Court of his ſor-in- 30 me, he will not be offended with the remedy, which is 


law, ſec-ctly itole away, and endeavoured to regain 
the Eaſt : but was taken tardy at Marſells , and 
there ſtrangled, ro give an end to his lifeand all his 
deſigns. Some have written that he hanged himſelf 
through deſpair of his affairs, others, that it was 
by the commandment of Coxftaxtine : others have 
ſaid, that his ſon-in-law was willing to ſave him, bur 
the publick hatred born againſt Aaximian preven- 
ted clemency, which I think the more probable. 


ouly left me to decline my happineſs, I will follow the 
ſpirit, and leave nothing to the fleſh, wherewith to diſ+ 
pleaſe Gea. If there be a fault 1% it, my hope ſhall ſmo- 
ther it, and my bloud ſpall waſh it away, Upon theſe 
words, interrupted with ſighs, ſhe thruſt the Poni. 
ard into her boſom, giving end to her life, to e- 
ternize her honour. 

The Bauds who expeRed her at the gate, won- 
dering much at the mg of time ſhe beſtowed in 


Verily 1 would not diſpuiſe the exorbitances pra- 40 dreſſing, entred into the chamber, and found her 


Aiſed by Conſtantine, before his entrance into 
Chriſtianity; for hecannot be juſtified upon ſome 
diſorders. But ſince Zoſmnas the Hiſtorian , who 
pardoneth him in nothing, chargeth him not with 
this death, 1 ſee no cauſe why we ſhould accuſe 
him, 

Behold the deſperate end of Aſaximian, after he 
had perſecuted the Church, embroiled Empires, all 
armed the whole world by the extravagances of his 
ambition , an infamous halter taketh a little air 
from him , 
enough breath, whileſt any man ſtood more emi- 


nent then himſelf, Ler us now ſee the good govern- 
ment of his Son, 


The. fifth SgCT10NX, 
His Proweſs againſt Maxentius, 


M Axeatias had reduced the City of Rowe into 
ſuch a condition, that there was no Forreſt of 


drenched in her own blood , wherewith they were 
ſo amazed , that fear gave them wings to fly , and 
make relation to the Emperour of what had paſſed : 
bur the wretched Pharaoh, was not for all this any 
thing mollified, ſtill continuing his Sacriledges with 
magick and borrible witchcratcs,until ſuch time that 
Conſtantine came to awaken him, 

Behold one of the nobleſt as of valour, which 
hath ever been among all the Emperours, that ei- 
ther have preceeded,or ſuceceded the greatConſftax- 


which he thought he could not freely gotine. tor having ſought peace by all manner of 


reaſonable ways, and ſeeing Aaxentins would by 
no means hearken unto it, but that he cauſed his 
images and ſtatues to be broken and dragged over 
Dunghils, he reſolved to aſſault him with a juſt war, 
in which he began, although not publickly,to aban- 
don the falſe gods, and reſign himſelf inco the hands 
of the Saviour of the world , thereunto invited by 
that excellent viſion of the Croſs,andother circum. 
ſtances, which 1 reſerve for ſubſequent Sections, 


Thieves wherein the lives of Citizens were nor 60 where I intend to ſpeak of his calling tro Chriſti- 


more ſafe then in their houſes. He who held his ad- 
yancement from ſouldiers, for recompence gave 
them the privitedge of all crimes : ſo that in the 
brave Orations which he made to them, no words 
were more frequent in his mouth, then theſe, Frai- 
mini, diſſipate, prodigite : _ Enjoy, rict, end; and 
what he ſaid in words, he firſt of all raught by ex- 
ample, What ever ayarice could do in rapines, pro- 
digality in profuſions, cruelty in maſſacres, luxury 
in adulteries, a barbarous life in all kind of brutiſh» 
neſs,returned upon the great Theater ofthe world, 


anity, PRES 

| It was from this time he took the fatal Panner, 
called the Labarzm, wherein the name of our Sa. 
viour was written in certain cyphers. 

. The Army of Aaxentins was compoſed, by the 
report of Zopmns,ofan hundred threeſcore and ten 
thouſand foot-men, with eighteen thauſand horſe ; 
forces ſo terrible, that they were able to ſtop the 


0 moſt adventurous. 


Conſtantine amaſſed rogether Gazls, and from 
E»gvland and France ,it 7 in the name of Inha» 
iy 


birants 


242 
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= HOLY CEOVULT, 


bitantsupon Rhcix, all the forces he could get, and 
put into the field abcut ninety thouſand foot-men, 
with many horſcs of ſervice, which onely amounted 
to eight thouſand, Jtes the ſupputation of Zoſmus, 
although others ſufficien:ly declare the troops were 
farlefs, He, who by relation of Erſcbirs was then 
about thirty years of age,alchough others make him 
younger, ſhewed in the manage of this Army, all 
the qualities which might be delired in the moſt ac- 


The Souldier. 


ſaith the Royal Prophet,falleth into ihe ditch which 
he himſelf had digged, It is not known whether 
thoſe beſotted engineers failed in their def'gn, or 
whether the great numbers of thoſe that fled cauſed 
this ruin : bucthe bridge brake under Aaxentins 
bis feet, and threw him into T ybey all bloody, like 
another Pharachin the red Sea, with all the princi- 
pal of his Empire, who environed his perſon, He 
amazed at ſo violent a fall, hoped yet to recover the 


compliſhed Captain, For he marched from the Rhein 10 other ſhore, being excellently mounted, where he 


unto the wals of Rome, with ſingular order, and un- 
paralelled dexterity. 

When he entred into Jraly he found many reſiſt- 
ances both of men and Cines, who endeavoured to 
ſtop his paſſage, in ſuch ſort, that needs he mult 
give two or three battels, which he moſt couragi. 
ouſly won, forcing the rebellious Cities, and ver 
coutteouſty uſing thoſe who rendered themſelves 
into his hands. In the end he reſolved to beſiepge the 


was ſeen to wreſtle a certain time with the wayes, 
which in the end ſwallowed him up. There was in 
the beginning a great ſlaughter of thoſe, who made 
reſiſtance : but in the end ſeeing their Fmperonr 
drowned, they yielded all to the mercy of Conſt ay:- 
tize, who ſtayed the victorious ſword in the hands 
of ſouldiers, to conſecrate it toclemency, 

He did well to ſearch for the body of Afaxentins 
in Tyber to take off his head, which was fixed on 


City of Rome. Aaxentins, who might have tyred 20 the point of a Lance,and borne to Rowe and 4 rick, 


him out with long delays, refolved to oppoſe, and 
with all expedition joyn battel, confideing in the 
vaſt multitude of his forces, which were very freſh 
ro ſet upon an Army, already wearied with ſo preat 
a journey, 

Beſides, he had many notable works over T7ber, 
on the bridge Milwins, which the Romans now call 
Ponte-mole, His enpineers promiſed him, that with 
certain buckles of Iron they would build and demo. 


ro ſatisfhe juſtice for the enormous forfeits he hed 
committed when he was alive, From thence this 
brave Conquerour is received inthe City of Rowe, 
£5 an _ deſcended from heaven, for the dcliver- 
ance of the world, Never was triumph fo highly 
valued as his, becauſe in the tropheys of other Em- 
perours, they triumphed for the gaining of ſome 
far-diſtant Province , but in this, loſt Ree reco- 
vered it-ſelf, The Queen of Nations ceaſed to be 


liſh the bridge as he ſhould think good : fo that 30 the prey of Nations, and breathed now a ſweeter 


when his Army was to paſs, it ſhould go upon firm 
ground, and when Conſt axtine with his troups ſer 
foot upon it, they were but to let a certain engin 
looſe to drown the bridge and caſt it into theriver, 
It ſeemed to Aſaxentizs he had two ſtrings to his 
bow, either to overthrow Conſtantine in the field 
with an buge Army, or entrap him with the ſtrata- 
gem of this bridge, when he was engaged in the bat- 
rel, andthat he had givenhim a taſt of purſuit, 


ayr of antient liberty. 1f ever prince ſaw a glorious 
Cay in all his life, this was it, which ſhined then 0- 
ver the head of Conſtantive. They came from all 
parts of 7taly to behold him, and thoſe who had 
ſeen bim thought they had lived long enough, ſup- 
poling it unfit to behold any other NE thing. 
Among ſo many notable fpectacles at that time in 
the City, none was looked upon, but he, his face 
was the objeR of all their admirations, and his va- 


Upon this reſolution he paſſed the 7yber with his 40 lour the matter of all diſcourſes, 


Army. Cenſtantine, moft glad to have drawn him 
out of the wals of Rowe, arrangeth his battalions 
with marvellous dexterity, and diſpoſed his ſouldi- 
ersto the fight, Behold two dreadful Armies, which 
looked one upon another like to huge clouds full of 
Norms, ready to pour down upon the heads of many 
niortals. The lot 18 caſt, and rhe quarrel of the Em- 
pire of the worid mult be determined in few hours, 
The brave Conſtantine reſolved with that ſmall pro. 


portion of horſe he had, yer men moſt daring, to 5© 


aſſail the Cavalrie of Afaxerntizs, and for a fingular 
teſtimony of his valour.and the truſt he had in God, 
he firſt of all appeared in the head of his Army, and 
with many paces ſet forward before the reſt, making 
his horſe curver in a martial manner. [t was an cafic 
matter to know him, for his Arms ſhined all with 
gold, and his Helmet was ſet with precious ſtones, 
Hizenemies began to fall roundly upon him, bur 
the Captains of Conſtantine, ſeeing their Emperour 


ſo generouſly to out-brave danger, followed him 60 


with ſuch fervour, as if every one of them expeted 
an Empire for recompence. "They fell like lightning 
upon their enemies, who were much amazed ar 
this firſt charge, yet they notwithſtanding made 
good reſiſtance, but maugre all their endeavours, 
thoſe of Cenſtantine brake through, and defeated 
them. 

AAaxentins beholding his Cavalry, in which he 
repoſed all his hope, to be ſo ill handled, reſolved 


The Senate, to witneſs the joy they conceived 
for this victory, prepared him a triumphal Arch, all 
of marble, one of the ſtatelieſt monuments that ever 
had been raiſed to the honour of a Conquerour, 
wherein this Inſcription was engraven. 


TMP. CAS. I 'L 
CONSTANTINO 
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UOD INSTINCTU DIVINITATIS, 
MENTIS MAGNITUDINE, CUM 
EXERCITU SUO, TAM DE TYRANNO, 
UAM DE EJUS OMNI FACTIONE, 
NO TEMPORE, ]USTIS REMPUBLI1I- 
CAM ULTUS EST ARMIS, ARCUM 
TRIUMPHIS INSIGNEM DICAVIT. 


This ſaid that the Senate and people of Rome de- 
dicated this triumphal Arch to Conſtantine Empe- 
rour andGreat Poxtifice, happy Prince,and Auguſts: 
becauſe by an inſtin& of Divinity,and an admirable 
greatneſs of courage, he had with his Army freed 
the Common-wealth from a Tyrant and all his ta- 
ion, by the juſtice of his arms: where, in the Arch 
on the right hand were read theſe words, Liberators 


upon a retreat,to make uſe of his bridge, and drown 70 Urbis , on the left hand, Fundators Duieris , which 


Conſtantine engaged in the purſuit of thoſe that fled. 
But oh the juſtice of God ! The wicked man, -as 


clearly declared him, the Freer of the City, and 
Founder of Repoſe, There was likewiſe inſcribed on 
Foo 
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- 
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it the number of years, in which they deſired vo ren- 
der vows for this glorious victory, Obſerve, as you 
paſs along, that the Senate was as yet Pagan, yet 
knowing the devotion which Conſtantine bare to the 
Saviour of the world, though he were not then a 
declared Chriſtian, they abſtained from the mention 
of Gods, and ſpake only of one Divinity, 


The fixth SxECTION. 


The deathof Diocletian, and feats of Arms, 
performed by Conſtantine againſt Ly- 
C101UsS, 

Gin: I have undertaken to repreſent the famous 
warlike As of Conſtantine to ſhew his arrival to 

Morarchy, 1 will here inſert the end of Diocletian 


and Lycimuas. When Conſt antine cauſed his Stand- 
ards to march againſt Afaxentizs , there remained 
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The Seuldier. 
who had adeſire to draw theWolf out of the wood, 


| which gave them occaſion to write back again to 


Dvocletia Letters very ſharp, as if they would wil. 
lingly involve him in the bulineſs of Aaxentivs. At 
this time the miſerable man plainly ſaw, the verige» 
ance of God ſought him-out in- the place which he 
ſo obſtinately choſe for bis repoſe. 

When that notable Edit was read nnto him, 
which was made ih favour of Chriſtians, and that he 


to underſtood Churches were already built for them 


every where, that they aſſembled to celebrate their 
Feaſt with all liberty , that Conſtaxtine had cauſed 
the Croſs to be ſet even in his Banners, and that on 
every (ide the praiſes of Zeſus of Nazareth were 
preached , on the contrary, that the Temples of 
talfe Gods were ſhut up, their&@atues broken, their 
Altars overturned, and that all Paganiſm went to 
confuſion, this direful Perſecutour chen felt an in. 
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no more of ſo many a but Lycinins, who was finite number of Vipers to tear his entrails. And vie: 
created a little before the death of Galerizs, The 20 {ecing beſides , that he with ſo much ſharpneſs was 
ent for, he imagined the Chriſtians yiRorious over 
perſecution, would rent him in a thouſand pieces. 
Thereupon, having his ſoul extremely perplexed, 
and his body burthened with diſeaſes, languiſhing 
and incurable, he perpetually invoked death, the 
moſt amiable of all bis Goddeſſes, ro deliver him 
from the ignominies and toyls of life. In the end, 
ſhe too ſlowly anſwering his defire,as the moſt pro. 
bable opinion ſpeaks, he haſtened her pace, takin 
yſon, as a man who could not dye by a ras 
and then his own. 
Behold the deſperate end of the greateſt Per ſecu- 
tour, which the Church hath ever had : who endea- 
vouring to extirpate our Religion, hath filled our 
Martyrlogies with the names of Martyrs,our Altars 
with veneration, Chriſtianity with Crowns, and the 
World with Virtues, and buried himſelf in the 


brothers of Conſtantive would alter nothing. Dzocle- 
tian remained in his retirement, There was none 
but this Lycinirs, who was an old Souldier , a man 
raiſed from nothing, but advarced by Arms, and 
who had done ſo good ſervices to Galerias,the crea. 
ture of Diocletiay, in the war which he had againſt 
the Perſians, that out of meer reſpe& of his valour 
he was choſen Emperour. 

In all other things he was of a rude and groſs ſpi- 
rit, as derived from Peaſants,and who all his life had 30 
done nothing elſe but handle iron, either for tillage, 
or war, not having acquired any neatneſs of a civil 
life. Behold the cauſe , why being ignorant and 
proud, he extremely hated INS he called 
the poyſon of the Empire: and had it been in his 

power, he would have baniſhed all krowing men, 

that there might be none able to reproach his igno. 
rance. Conſtantine, as wiſe as he was warlike, ſaw tomb of deſpair and infamy, to teach all Grear 

well, he muk manage this ſpirit; who might much =ones, that a worſe blindneſs cannot fall vpon them, 

trouble him in his deſign againſt Afaxentins , for 40 then the perſecution of Innocents, whoſe blood 

which cauſe following this counſel, he promiſed him hath a voice init, which crieth out to the memory 

a ſhare inthe Empire , and his ſiſter Coyftaxtiain Ofall Ages. 

marriage. It is held, this marriage was ſolemnized at Lycinins being alienated from the friendſhip of Condition 

Milan,a little after the defeat of Maxentivs, where Conſtantine , failed not to put Diocleriay into the * #999" 

many treaties paſſed berween Conſ antine and Lyci- number of the gods, although himſelf were ſhortly 

"a; touching their principalities, and from that after to be razed from the number of men. This 

time a moſt favourable Edit was made for the re- creature , who by report of Heathens of his own 

eſtabliſhmens of Chriſtians, and the honour of faRtion, was covetous, cholerick , and laſcivious, 

Chriſtianity ; which Lyciniss, although a Pagan, could not long comply with the humours of Coy- 

refuſed not to ſign, 5o/ſtamine : for heceaſed not to torment the Chriſti- 

Viftor addeth, that Dioclctian was ſent for to the ans which were in his Empire, with exceſſive cruel- 

Wedding of Lycinins. Yor it was much deſired ro ties, though himſelf, as we have faid, had ſigned E- 

hear him ſpeak, and fee what he had upon his heart, diQts in their favour, 

bis ſpirir being very able to give cauſe of diſtruſt to Conſtartine, who ſuffered as much as he thought |... 

two Princes, who were deſirous to eſtabliſh them- reaſonable , ſeeing his ſpirit became untraRtable, again 

ſelves in all ſecurity, armed againſt him, The firſt encounter was at Cj- him» 
The ſubtile Hermit on the ocher ſide,who feared bales, a City of Sclavenia, where Conſtantine was 
to be overtaken, made an anſwer, in which he be- encamped upona Hill, and Zycinins inthe Valley, 
ſoughc their Majeſties to giye himleave to live in his The battel was very ſharp on both ſides, it laſted a 
Hermitage, and affogd him thar for delight, which 60 whole day , from morning till night, they ſcarcely 
others commonly took for paniſhment.Thar he had beeaming; and therein Conftantine was in much 
not for the time ro: come, any minde upon marri- danger, bad it not been thar the ſpur of honour 
ages, and thar as his age diſpenſed him from voya- that pricked him on, made him do admirable things, 
es,{0 retirement freed him from the vain pleaſures which in the end diſcomtited Lycinins, and put him 
of the world. That his preſence contributed nothing to flight. He went creeping away like an old Ser- 
' -tothis aRion: that the uncaſineſs of ways would pent, who had received many blows, but yet retain- 
much grejudice his health, In the end, ſince the re- ed ſtrength and poyſon. For baving gained Thrace, 
folution he had made never to enter into the man- where he thought himſelf ſtrongeſt, he rallied his 

age of any affairs, badleft him no other ſhare bur troops.and diſpoſed himſelf for another war, 

- yows and prayers, he would employ them tor their Conſtantine my follows him, finding means 
proſperities. 70 to paſs the Rivers,w ercof theſe flying enemies had * Ba:t6b 
Theſe fair words ſatisfied not the Emperours, broken the Bridges to on off their way , rk 
$2 2 caca, 
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Great vi- 


ory of yemptorily be decided. Cenffantize armed with the 45 


Conffantine 
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ſpeeded, that he ſuddenly was in Thrace,near to the 
Army of Lycinive, From that very evening he ran- 
ged his forces for fight, reſolving to give them bat. 
tel at the break of day. Lyciniss ſeeing they follow- 
ed him ſo hard at heels, made him a virtue of necef- 
ſity, and animated himlelf co ſuſtain the ſhock, ba- 
ving no want of men able to do brayely.This ſecond 
battel was alſo very rough, both parties bearing 
themſelves manfully : and the ballance of victory 
ſeemins not yet to incline either to one ſide or 0+ 
ther, behold five thouſand Legionaries of Conſt an- 
tine, that bad very long chaſed Lycinins, not being 
able to overtake him, arrived in the hear of this bat- 
tel , and fell upon his Army to encloſe it , but he, 
who was, to ſay truly., valiant in the art Military, 
defended himſelf vey well , and in the end freeth 
himſelf from this fight ; with compoſition to leave 
Sclavoyia to Conſtantive , contenting himſelf ro 
reign in Thrace, and the Eaſtern parts. 


The Souldier. 


that of an Army which exceeded an hundred chou- 
ſand men,there ſcarce remained thirty thouſand. He, 
who could not yer finde in his heart to give over, 
ſhuts himſelf up in the City of Nicomea:a, where 
Conſtantine farioully aflaulteth him , ſo that ſeeing 


' himſelf upon the extreme deſpair of his: affairs, be 


went out-of the City, and ca(t bim{<lf at the feet of 
Conſtantine, laying alide the Purple Robe, and Dia- 
dem, and only demanding a place of fafery, where 


to he might pals the reſt of his days, which could nor 


much longer continue, for he was fully threeſcore 
years of age. 


A certain Prieſt of Nicemedia, who lived at that £24 * 1 
7.705 


time there, and who ſer hand to this Hiſtory, ſath, - 
That Conſtantine ſent him into France, to bewail 
bis ſins; but the more probable opinion is,that he put 
him to death, being weary of lus diſturbances , and 
having much diſtruſt of his ſpirit, notwithſtandin 

that Coyſtantia ſtill lived, and begged of her brother 


This accord was ſigned with the blood of Yalens, 20 tbe life of ber husband. Conſtantine cannot be excu« 


whom Lycinins had before createdCe/ar,and whole 


puniſhment Conſtantive demanded in this treaty of 


peace, as he who wasauthour of all thoſe Civil dif- 
ſentions.This peace ſo plaiſtered up, laſted nor long. 
Lycinius , {ll upon alteration, could not contain 
himſelf within the limits of reaſon. He gathered 
together a great multitude of Ships from the Coaſt 
of Cyprus, Egypt, Venttia, Africa, Bithynia, and 0- 
ther places, and ſet a great Armado to Sea. On the 


ſedto have uſed moſt ſevere puniſhments even a- 
Sainit his nearett kindred, having ſtill in hishead the 
fire. of war and ambirion, and not being reconciled 
bur very late to the mildneſs of Chriſtianity, 
Behold how ſo many Emperours being removed, 
he remained ſole Maſter of the world, making after- 
wards diviſtons to his brothers, the ſons of T heode- 
ra,as he thought good, He that would attentively 
conſider this arrival of Ceftantize to Monarchy, 


other part , he bad an hundred and fifry thouſand 30 and the reign of more then thirty years,which God 


Foot in the field, with fifteen thouſand borſe. Copy- 
ftantine well perceived that he aimed at Monarchy, 
and had ſet up his reſt. This was the caufe why he 
prepared forces to confront him , making a: Na. 
val Army of about two hundred great Ships of war, 
with two thouſand of burthen, a Foot-force of an 
hundred and ewenty thouſand men, ten thouſand ag 
well Cavaliers, as brave Sea-men. 

Now was the time the affair of Empires muſt pe- 


confidence which he had in the Saviour of the 
world, whoſe banner was then advanced in all his 
Armies, knowing that Zyciniss was at that time en- 
camped at Adriaxeple, overtook him paſling the ri- 
ver Iſter, at this preſent called Afariza, fo ſudden- 
ly, that at the firſt encounter he routed all his Ar- 
my, killing thirty four thouſand of his men, and ca 
king a very great many other priſoners, who yield- 
ed to his obedience. Lycintas was ſo amazed with 
this blow , that he ſpeedily retired to Byzantium, 


gave bim, ſhall ſee more clear then day , that all 
theſe favours came not to him, but by the virtue of 
true Religion, whole Alcars he the firit of all Empe- 
rours exalted. 


The ſeyenthSEcCT1oN. 


The Vices and Paſiions of Conſtantine be. 
fore Baptiſm; with the death of Criſpus 
and Fauſta, 


[ Will not here preſent unto you a Corſtantine in 
outward lineament, as F#/ebins hath done,to 60- 
vet his faults, and only expole beauties to view, It 
is no wonder that he had vices before Baptiſm, bur 
it 1s the miracle of Chriſtianity, to change Lions into 
Lambs, Sinks into Fountains, and Thorns into Ro- 
ſes and Tulipans. The ice of winter makes the beau- 
ty of the ſpring, darkneſs contributes to the luſter 
of light, nor ever is the Sun more bright, then after 
en Eclipſe, £o grace, which is the ſplendour of eter- 


which afterwards was Conſtantinople , where Ceon- 50 nal lighr, makes it ſelf ro be ſeen with more tri. 


ſtantine purſued, and hardly preſſed him, In the 
mean time Ablaxtxs, who had the charge of the 
Sea-forces of Lycinixs, reſolving to give battel, put 
to Sea a great quantity of veſſels ina ſtreight,which 
coald not bear ſuch anumber. The Admiral of Co- 
ftartine determined to afſault him, with only four- 
ſcore light ſhips, who at advantage aſſailed him, 
finding him much plunged in bis Fleet, Night having 
broken off this firſt encounter, they began a freſh 


umphs in arms, where it hath ſubdued moſt iniqui- 
ties, It is certain, that this warlike humour of Cox - 
ſtantine, tranſported him into vanities, ambitions, 
zealouſtes, and in ſome ſort into a bloody diſpoſiti- 
on, which was greatly fomented by the education 
he receivedin the Palace of Diocletian, 

Behold a prodigious accident, which happenedin 
bis houſe, by a precipitation ill ordered , the death 
of his poor ſon Cris ,- poyſoned by the com- 


in the open Sea, where the tempeſt handled the veſ- 60 mandment of his father, upon a wicked and ſiniſter 


ſels of Lycinizs fo ill, that an hundred and thircy 
were loſt, and the relt put to flight. 

Whileſt theſe things were in doing, Conſtantine 
very ftreightly beſieged the Ciry of Byzantizm, ha: 
ving raiſed plat-forms that were like huge moun- 
tains, which at the leaſt equalled in height the walls 
ofthe City, from whence he battered it, and en- 
dammaged it with much facility. Lycinias ſeeing it 
was not the ſecureſt way for him, pgaineth Bithynia, 
where he trieth his utmoſt endeavour, — ar- 

im 


rows , wood : but all ſucceeded ſo1ll with him, 
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caiumny raiſed upon him by his tep-mother,” Veri- 
ly my Pen ſhaketh with humour, being to touch 
upon this Hiſtory, and 1 know many Grecian flat- 
terers either have paſſed it overin ſilence, or been 
willing to diſguiſe it in favour of 'Coxſtaxtive: but 
the holy Martyr Artemins freely avoweth before 
7alian the Apoſtata who reproached him with it, 
for bearing to deny a fat, which was very notori- 
ous, yet defirous to ſweeten it by intervening cir- 
cumltances. Cardinal Baroxins is much diſpleaſed 
with Exſcbins, who bath ſpokennothing of it, as 1 

IT 
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I9. Bar, 
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it were a thing very ſtrange, that a man,who wrote 
tothe ſon the life of his father, in form of a Pane- 
gyrick, ſhould not charge his writings with crimes 


and furies , which men then endeayoured to ſup- 
preſs by all means.Great men may have their judg- 
ments too tender for ſuch like Hiſtories, and ordi- 
narily reſemble that creature, which bears bis gall 
in his ear. They cannot hear a true Hiſtory in any 
thing which roucheth them, without offence ; they 


tine | If Lords and Ladies who give admittance to af- 
fetions and choughts unlawtul,did well conſider the 
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acerbiries which atrend this paſſion, they would ra- 
cher tear their hearts out with their nails, then pol- 
lute them with ſuch ordures.1t is not without cauſe, 
what che wiſe Ariſtophanes hath ſaid, that love was 
baniſhed from Heaven , as a trouble. feaſt and di- 
ſturber of the repoſe of Divinicties. The truth is, $9 5” 

where this paſſion ſerterh foot , it- exileth from _——— 


cian laid, 


muſt ſometimes underſtand their own lives in the 10 thence innocency,and trarquility,two the moſt pre- That the 


rumours of people : where the one unlimitredly 
takes the liberty of ſpeaking all,lince the other takes 
licence of doings all, 

. The vices of Conf antixe abour theſe times cannot 
be concealed. But he having cauſed his ſon Crisþus 
ro be pur to death, and thereunto added the death of 
his wife Fanfta,who had raiſed the calumny againſt 
the innocent, this Diſtick was affixed ro the gates of 
his Palace,atcributed afterward roConſul Ab/avins: 

Saturni aurea ſecla quis requirat ? 
Saunt hac gemmea, ſed Neroniana. 

It was an allut1on to the humour of Conſtantine, 
who much loved pearls and pretious ſtones ; as alſo 
to that, which paſſed in the matter of Cris and 
Fanſta, the ſubſtance whereof is this: Let us wot 
ſeek any more for the golden Age of Saturn: Behold 
one all of pearl, but the Age of Nero, 

Ler us ſpeak what we think moſt probably ro haye 
happened in this affair. We have already mention- 


( .” ſoul of He- 
tious pearls of life , and were there wicked loves in 2! 9.7 


Heaven, there would no longer be felicities. Happy put fice, 


is thar life, which hath no eys for thoſe carnal beau- _— 
ries, and is all eys to preſerve it ſelf, eſpecially in the te & 
beginning, trom ſuch ſurprizals. mong the 
The miſerable Faxſta wife of Conſtantine, daugh- _ 
ter of Maximian, who bad received good educari- from them 


on in the houſe of her father,and was of a very ſen. _— 
ſual humour, even fo far as to controle the devori-. piſcence,be 


20 ons of her husband, and pick quarrels againſt Relj. 24 << 


gion, which ſhe would never embrace, had in this Nang 
diſorder vehement diſpoſitions, ſiniſterly to admit de b=««l. 
the love which the beauty of, Cri#þz5 might eaſily 

afford her, This divine feature ſtanding alwaies as 

an obje& tor the wanton eys of the Empreſs, 'en- 

kindled ſo much fire in her yeins,that another flame 

muſt be fovnd to quenechir; The children which ſhe 

had by her husband were nothing to her, in compa- 


riſon of Cri uy : Crifþus was in her heart, Criſps 


ed, how Coyſtantine in the prime of his youth was 30 in ber thought, Crifþxs in her diſcourſe , wherein 


eſpouſcd in his firſt Wedlock to Minertine, upon 
which the Writers of his time have much praiſed 
him, as a Prince very chaſt, who to avoid wanderin 

and unlawful pleaſures, willingly tyed himſelf to a 
legitimate marriage, and irom chat time took upon 
him the ſpirit of a husband. Ir is an caſte matter to 
believe,thar this Aſinervina, whom he married, had 
taken the name of Mincrva,becauſe of the wiſdom, 
grace, and beauries, reſplendent in her perſon, Ic 


ſhe yet kad ſome termper , fearing to diſcover her 
paſſion. Yet could ſhe not forbear but ſay, Criſps 
was the Idza of perte&t men, and the incomparable 
ſon,whoſe worth and vircue would ſurvive with the 
world, It was much wondered, kow aſtep-mother 
ſhould entertain ſo much good opinion of the ſon 
of her hwsband , yet ſhe having hitherto lived with- 
in the limits of honour, it was interpreted. all cheſs 
affections were ſincere and innocent. CrisÞs, who 


{eemeth theſe great pertetions of minde and body , 40 then thought not upon his own defence,in a combat 


ever draw along with them a certain fate, which at- 
fordeth chem no long continuance, but rather the 
lives of Roſes, that in the cveming make a tomb of 
the ſcarlet, whereot in the morning they made a 
Cradle. The poor Princeſs quickly died, atter ſhe 
had brought torth to Conſtantine at one birth, which 
was her firlt and laſt, two Twins,to wit,a ſon named 
Cri#þ:;, and a daughter, who from the name other 
Grand-mother. was called Heleyxa, and afterward 
married to Fxlian the Apoltata, 

This Criþus was verily the moſt 2ccompliſhed 
prince of that Ape, or he at the very firlt ſucked in 
piety with his milk, having the molt glorious $. Hee 
{ena for his firſt Miſtreſs inChriſtianity.From thence 


| being iniciated in the ſtudy of good Letters, he had 


for Tutor that famous man Lattantizs Firmianus, 
one. of the moſt eloquent and ancienteſt Authours 
of Chriſtianity: who being the inſtructer of Ceſars, 
notwirhſtanding livedin ſuch poverty, ithat he with 


that was nothing but courteſie, took all theſe fa- 
yours as witneſles of a moſt unſpotred amity, reci- 
procally rendering to ber much reſpe&, wherewith 
ſhe ſhewed her ſelf nota little troubled, deſiring he 
would treat with her in a more free faſhion : for 
love bad already deſpoiled ber of majeſty, 

Saint Argnftine hath very well ſaid, that he who 
will puniſh an exorbitant ſpirit, muſt leave it in its 
own hands, to ſerve both as a ſcaffold and executi- 


5© oner to it ſelf. 1 he unfortunate Fanſta, who had al- 


ready given over-free paſſage to fin, felt acceſſes of 
ice and fire, of deſires , of affrightments, of confi- 
dence, and remorſe. Her conſcience accuſed her in 
the bottom of her hearr,and ceaſed not to ſhew her 
the enormity of this faulr, when by the help of im- 
pudency, ſhe thought to have quenched theſe little 
ſparkles of goodneſs which God ſoweth in the moſt 
forſaken hearts. She knew not how or where to be- 
gin this pernicious deſign. Cri/Þ«s ſeemed co be roe 


much ſtraitneſs enjoyed the neceflities of life. Cri- 60 chaſt, his Chriſtian Religion made him in her opini- 


Ss having manured his ſpirit with learning , very 
couragioully addicted himſelt to the exerciſe of 
arms ; wherein he very well exprefled the Genius 
and dexterity of his father , bur with niuch more 
grace and ſweetneſs. For Hiſtories affure us, he 


was of viſage moſt amiable , -tull of attratives and- 


admiration, which made upon the mindes of men ſo 
much the more impreſlion,as they were ingrafted in 
a {ingular modeſty,and a goodnelsfo nacural,that no 
man could near hand beholdt withour affe&ion. 

O God, what tury is there in diſhoneſt love, 
and how much did it diſturb rhe houſe of Coxſtan- 


on too auſtere, his ſpiric was as yet too tender, and 
not capable of a molt powerful wickedneſs , and al- 
though he ſhould conſent, where may faithful com- 
plices be found, fit occaſions and liberty, to content 
an infamous deſire 2 The pain which ordinarily at- 
rendeth crimes, the rigour of a Coxſtaxtine jealous 
of his bed, the infamy,and apprehenſions of paniſh- 
ments, coming to fall upon her thoughts, made her 
well to ſee both the abyſs and horrour : bur paſſion 


70 tranſported her hood-winked, beyond all confide- 


rations ; ſo that one day taking ber opportunity ,ſhe 
accolted the young Prince with words, which ſuffi- 
ctently 
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ciently teſtified her a loſt woman. But he, who 
would nor at the firſt put her into confuſion, with 
modeſty declined what ſhe had ſaid, and interpre- 
tcd it far from her thought. She, who would no 
longer appear a L»crece , being much troubled he 
ſhould underſtand in a chaſt ſenſe , what ſhe had 
ſpoken to an ill purpoſe, unfolds her ſelf ſo freely, 
that the wiſe Cris, no further able to ſuffer this 
bluſhleſs ſpirir,ſpake a word to her rough and hope- 
leſs : That if ſve perſiFted in this infamons defire, he 
Wonld give the Emperonr notice, And thereupon 
flew from her like a lightening, and withdrew, lea- 
ving her ina deſpair and rage, not ſufficiently to be 
expreſſed. All her love then turned into a diabolical 
hatred, wh ch ſuggeſted furies. and black thoughts, 
reſolving with her ſelf to uſe him as the wife of Pori- 
phar did Joſeph. She ſerved her ſelf with all the arms 
of grief, which were at that time very natural to 
her,cealing not to weep and ſigh before her husband 
as 1f ſhe had afflicted her ſelf tor anothers (in : yer 
had ſhe ſo much cunning, that ſhe teigned to hide 
her tears, and ſmother & ſighs, to render the diſ- 
guiſe more dangerous, by a pretext of modeſty, 
The Emperour ſeeing her 1n this plight, asked the 
cauſe of her ſadneſs. She anſwered, It was fit for his 
Majeſty not to know it, He the more perſiſted to 
noderitzed whart ſhe feigned to conceal, preſfling 
and interrogating her to draw her calumny -from 
her, with as much earneſtneſs as one would a truth, 


The Souldzer, 


have much ſpirit in them : but taking only the thing 
in the ſimple nakedneſs of the fact, it minittreth mat- 
ter of compaſſion to hearts moſt obdurate, A young 
Prince, at that time the moſt abſolute in the world, 
beautiful as an Abſalom, valiant as an Alexander, 
innocent as a oſeph, and at that time taken away, 
when he was at the gates of the Empire which expe. 
Qed him, and taken away by a death fo hideous and 
treacherous, and by the commandment of his fa- 


10 ther, who cauſed him to dye as one inceſtuons, not 


admitring him'to ſpeak, nor permitting him to juti. 
fe himſelf, nor affording leiſure .to know bimſelf, 


Part 2, 


nor one ſmall moment of time to prepare himſelf 


for death, whichis allowed to the moſt criminal He 
was ſilently involved in the extremity of unhappi. 
neſs, to ſhut upthe mouth of innocercy, and open 
that of calumny, to rail againſt his very aſhes, 
The generous ſoul,ever prepared tor this paſſage 
by the laws of Chriſtianity, which it bad ſo devoutly 


the crown of the Elect, leaving incomparable ſor» 
rows behind it. Alas ! what doth nor a wicked affe. 
ion, a catumny, a ſuſpicion, an unbridled anger, 
an inconſiderate word ? O you Great-ones, will 
you never learn wiſdom by the evils of others : 

As ſoon as this news came to the Court, the wick- 
ed Faryſta well ſaw it was an effect of her treachery, 
and lively repreſentiug before her own eys this 
poor Prince,whom ſhe betore had ſo much affe&ed, 


Inthe end ſhe declared with many counterfeit hor- 30 at that time fo unworthily maſſacred, 1n a beauty, 


rours and words cruelly modeſt ; That his ſon Cri- 
ſpus wen/d have enterpriſed upon the honour of his bed: 
but Goa be thanksd, her faith inviolable put her under 
ſafety, free from ſuch dangers: And that ſhe demand. 
ed no «ther ſatisfatl ion from this miſerable may, who 
was fled, bat the remorſe of his wicked conſcience, 
Conſtantine recommending ililence unto her,entered 
into a black and deep anger , propoling unto him- 
ſelf, that the retreat of his ſon, was a note of his 
crime ; hedetermined therefore to put him ſpeedi- 
ly to death : and for this purpoſe calling one of his 
ſervants,the moſt truſty and be{t reſolved for execu- 
tions, having under great oathes and execrations 
obliged himo ſecreſie,gives bim expreſs command. 
ment to meet with his ſon! Cri/Þ«- as ſoon as he 
could, to treat warily with him, nor affrighting,nor 
giving him the leaſt ſuſpicion, and withal to fail not 
to ſerve him at his firſt repaſt with poyſon well pre- 
pared, fo to ſend him into the other world. This 


inan age, wherein ſuch as dye are moſt pitied, and 


20 embraced, iſſued out of his chaſt body, to haſten to - 


The rage 
of Faufts 
turned 10- 


to pilty, 


in a goodneſs , which would have given matter of 


, compaſtion to Tigers and Lions , all her paſſion and 


hatred was turnedinto an enraged ſorrow , which 
made her cry our, and lament at the feet ot her huſ. 
band, confeſfing ſhe had (lain the chaſt Cr:/pxs by 
her deteſtable calumny, that it was ſhe who had ſol- 
licited bim to evil, but had found him a 7oſeph, en- 
dowed with an invincible chaſtity, and had derefted 


40 her lin,as it well deſerved: whereupon excited with 


choler, and fearing to be prevented, ſhe had pro. 
ceeded to this dreadful accuſation, and therefore 
was unworthy to live, ſince ſhe bad ſlain the moſt 
innocent Prince of th2 world , and {tained his own 
father with his proper blood. 

Conſtantine amazed beyond deſcription at fo pro- 


Calumny 
diſcovergd, 


dipious an accident, had neither reply, nor ſenſe of 


a man, ſo much wonder had rapt him from himſelf : 
but when he ſaw his holy mother Helena , who had 


man amazed at ſuch a dreadful command, asked of 50 ſo tenderly bred up the poorCri/pas, bewailing him 


the Emperour, If he had ſs well reſolved on this af- 
fair, as to nſe a ſon of ſo gheat merit in this manner. 
Tea, ſaith he, 1 have thought unon it, and it ts neceſe. 
ſary he dye : for I muſt tell you, it not being needful to 
inform you further, that beſides the prattice cencoived 
by him, his life is incompatible with mine, 1 he other 
ſuppoſed he had plotted ſome conſpiracy upon the 
life and Scepter ot his father, behold the cauſe why 
he haſtened the blow, and being already very fa- 


with unconſolable tears, and begging of the father, 
at the leaſt the body of her Grand- childe, to waſh 
it with the waters of her eys, and buried it with her 
hands, ſaying, the wicked beaſt had ſlain her Foſeph; 
he was pierced to the quick with compaſſion, ming-" 
led with fury. Then the poor ſiſter of the deceaſed, 


who ſeemed nought elſe but the ſhadow of her ' 


brother, coming alſo to diſſolve her ſelf wholly intg 
tears, near to her Grand-mother ; this ſpeRacle the 


miliar with paorCri/þxs,he accolted him wich great Co more enkindled the paſtion of the Emperour. And 


complements of honour and courteſie, feigning to 
make him merry, becauſe indeed he then faw him in 
a very ſad humour, upon that which had paſſed be. 
tween him and Faxſta , covering his thoughts as 
much as he might , to preſerve the honour of his 
wicked (tep-mother. Herenpon an unhappy Ban. 
quet was prepared for the innocent, which was the 
laſt of his life, poyſon being traiterouſly given him, 
there where he leaſt expected it. 


thinking that Fax#a well deſerved death, being 
convinced of ſuch a miſchief by her own confeſſi- 
on, he cauſed her to enter into the Bath, and ſoin 
an inſtant to be ſmothered with the vapour , which 
was a puniſhment wherewith many times they put 
perſons of quality to death. 


Behold the iſſue of the hideous loves of Faxfta,to Death of 


teach all Ladies, that thoſe paſſions, which begin by 
complacencies, ſoothings,and curioſities, very often 


Verily this death, which way ſoever we look, is, erd in horrible Tragedies. In the mean time the 
houſe of Cexſftantine remained long drenched in a 
dead filence, and all was very ſecretly _— ſo 

nat 


moſt lamentable. The Tragedies which bemoan it 
with ſo much ornament, as that of our Stephoxins , 


h 
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that none knawing what publickly to think of the 
death of Cri/pzs and Fanſta , it gave occalion to 
many to affirm they died for ſome conſpiracy, | 

We cannot here excule Conſtantine, of a violent 
anger, a precipitation, and a proceeding too blou- 
dy. Howloever, he cauſed Crs/pas to dye, under a 
falſe belief of impurity, which he thought was to be 
revenved , and Fa»ſta puniſhed by way of juſtice. 
Behold why this fin, though ic hath much miſchiefin 
ir, yet it hath not the determinate wickedneſs of the , , 
fin of D:vidin the death of Uriah, becauſe rhe one 
wrought with a manifeſt knowledge of lis crime, 
and the other proceeded therein with mich igno- 
rance and ſenfe of juſtice, Yet Conſtantive after 
theſe exorbitances was touched with great remorſe, 
which jn the end put him actually on the profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity. 


The cighth SECTI ON. 


The calling of Conſtantine to Chriſlzamty, 20 
The progreſs of bis Converſton,and Baptiſm. 


ConfFane, Have always eſteemed the ſaying of S. Panlinnr, 
a | we before alledged, very probable,thir the 
faith of S. Helena did not only make Conſtantine a 
Chriſtian, but the firſt of Chriſtian Princes. This 
g004d mother without donbt gave him the firſt tin- 
cure of Chriſtianity : but being of an ambitious 
and warlike ſpirit, who went along with the main 


him expreſly to carry it bzr-after in his Enſipns. 
Following this Viſion, k- cauſed a Banner to be 
made, in the manner as Enict. ts Geſcriberh ir,who 
had ſeenit, It was aLaunte all oi gg!d_ which had 
a piece of wood athwart in formotf'a Crof;, from 
whence hung a rich Imbroidery , in which v25 the 
Image. of the Em 
It aCrown of gold 
barein the middle the two Rot Wore 
rers of the name of ovr $ayioue 


Thisvras fromrhac Pd time torzard | 


, 
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prime Panner , which the 7. 
mans Called the Lobaruns, (t was 
no otherwiſe different from the Standards of th: 
Reman Bands, but that ir rorried the ſacred oyrher 
of this venerable Title , which was not under{ioo: 

by all the world, but he!d by the Pagans as ſome de. 
viſe of the phantafie of ſpirir, The war againſt 2a - 
entins = ſo proſperonſly ſucceeded, as we have 
ſaid,under this propitions Standard,Conftuytize lield 
the Saviour ofthe world in great veneration, and 
made the EdiRs, which we know.in favour of Chri- 
ſtians, Notwithſtanding, he for a long time defer - 
red his publick and ſolemn pr ofcftion thereof, wi. 

ther it were that the courſe of preat warlike encer- 
prizes and affairs diverted his minde, or whecher lie 
teared to diſtalt theprime men of the kopire by 
this change. Itis likewife thought, thar his wite 7,- 

ſta, whom he 1n the begirming much aff-Acd great- 


perour 2: ab-yt 
ang pear!, which 


ftream of the world, lie was not ſo ſoon confirmed 30 ly weakened his love to Chrillianity , in tuch (orc, 


in the ſaith and integrity of Religion, Notwith- 
ſtanding, he began to have moſt hvely apprehenſi- 
ons for his converſion about the ſcventh year of his 
Empire, which was the year of the defeat of Afax- 
entins: whilelt he had this great war upon his hands, 
his remporal neceſſities opening his eys, that he 
beginning mm;phe have-recourſe to ſpiritual forces, He then 
6 125-2: endeavoured, as he afterward relateth, ro meditate 
tae twpe- ſeriouſly within himſelf, that there was ſome Di- 
roul, 
ſions to Vitorics and Empires, whithout which the 
counſels of men were cloudy , their Armies weak, 
and labours vain, Afterward remembring what had 
paſſed in the Roman Empire,lie faw that thoſe Em- 
verours, who had ſhewed themielves mo't fervent 
17 the ſaperſtition of falſe gods,and were the great- 
cft perſecutours of Chrilltzans, had been infamous 
and unhappy, nor beloved oi the people , withour 
name,not honoured, ifſuelcts, and for che moſt parr 


that the Chriſhns ceaſed not to be ſtill ill eaureac- 
ed in this remiſneſs of the Emperour. In the end,at- 


ter the calamity of the death of lis fon ard wile, (i © 
rragically happened in his own houſe, he {v11outly « 


opgned his eys , about the nineteenth year of lus 
Ftnpire, to ſeek remedy lor his evils. 

Zuſimns; a Pagan, leadeth us, as it. were, not 
thinking of it, to the knowledge of the time, ard 
manner of his Baptiſm. For he faith, that CLnſtag- 


vine Providence from Heaven, which gave concuſ. 40 tie, after the death of Criſps and Fa: fla, had 


orear remorſe of conf, _ and that rot wholly 
having abjured Paganiſm, he fooghr from South. 
ſayers, and Pagan vhilofophers, as others adI, the 
means to puritic lumſelf from rhe blood ,_ which he 
ſo unfortunately had fhed, It is faid, that one Sopa- 
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Pi ſcourſe 


ter, the wife!t ot the P/atonif}s, who had ſometime of Suparer» 


lived wm his Court, told him theſe Nlains of bieod 
would ſtick on fouls, and never be waſhed out, ard 
that it they departed this life wichour punifhmcnc, 


odious and execrable ro poſterity. He then imagined 5 they would re-enter into 9:her bodies © cxpiate 


that this Religion, which proteflcd 1o much ſanRi- 

ty, and was grown up in the tempeſts of three hun- 

dred years, had ſomething divine in it, and that 

. perhaps it would not be amiſs to invoke in this great 
abyrinth of affairs, the God of his mother, | 

As he then went up and down revolving thefe dif- 

courſes in the bottom of his thoughts, caſting his 


inthe end thoſe crimes which they had commuied, 
and thar there was n6 oiher remedy, The jap. 
rour found this Philoſophy very taiſh,aod is tp.1ic 
being much rormented with very lir:nge diiturban- 
ces. behold faith Zo (1M Al 1 TYPHtcts tEWwIY LOMme 
from Spain to Rowe ; t noe thac lie Hicancel) the 
great Biſhop Hojirzs, who was fent ar che fame rime 


eys up to Heaven, he perceived about the evening, 60 into Fgypr by Tope Sy/wſl cr) iis Foyptiun, fait 


the fignre of a great Crofs, all compoſed of moſt re- 
ſplendent light,which ſeemed unto him to bear theſe 
Charaters, IN HOC VINCE, Va»q«ifh in this 
ſign. This was much more important then the bow 
in Heaven , which Anguſtzs Ceſ.cr ſaw about the 
Sun, when he entred into Rome to take poſleflion 
of the Empire. Notwithſtanding , Coxſtantize and 
the Cap:ais, who obſerved rhis tign in Heaven, had 
fome diſtraſt , becauſe of the figure of the Croſs, 
which till rhen was ever accounted of anill prefape. 
Now, avthe Emperour flept in the night,! in great 


he, havins inlinuated himſelf inco the tazour of 
ſome Ladies of rhe Court, found by their means ac- 
cefs to the Emperour, who tailed not to propofe 
unto him the difficulties and troubles of his conſci- 
ence, This wan anſwered him, that his 2. ajeity 
ſhould not nced to difquier himſelf hereupon, and 
that there was no crime fo enormous. which might 
ior be expiated by the remedics which are pratited 
in Chriſtian Religion. To ihis the Emperour very 
willingly hearkened, and refolved, all delaies laid 
apart, to become'a Chriſtian, 


perplexity of cogitations, it ſeemed that the God of 50 Sce here the beginning of the Baptiſm of ouſt an- is Bap- 

tize. As for the ſequel, it is a queſtion much perplex. 

© ; for ſome would have him co be baptized in ihic 
wwhurbs 


the Chriſtians appeared unio him, with the ſame 
ſign which he had {cen the.day before, commanding 
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ſuburbs of Nicomedia, upon the point of death, and 
others at Rome by S. Silveſter, about the 19® year 
of his Empire. 1 fay briefly,to decide this difficulty, 


thatit isa moſt unreaſonable belief, to think that 


Conſtantine the Great, called by the general yoice of 
the holy Fathers, T be ho'y and Religious Emperonr 
Conſtantine , reco: ded in memorials and publick re- 
giſters of the Church, which are recited before Al- 
rars, as the chief of Orthodox Princes ; Conſtantine, 
whom the Arian, yea, the moſt refrattory, which 
have been after him, never durft declare of their fa- 
ion, to have bqen cbriſtened at his death, by the 
hand of an Arian Biſhop, out of the communion of 
the Catholick Church. There 1s not one to be found 
who favouregth this opinion, but Eu/ebins,who hath 
been an Enſign bearer of the Arians, and who no 
more ought to be credited in this article, then a Pa- 
Fan Hiſtorian, it being moſt unequal to take him for 
a Judge,who had made bimfeltf a party in this affair, 
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!10 culties: but there are certain things,which it is more 
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irg they attributed to his father covnterſeit mala. 

dics,to cure him in picture,'f we muſt purſue opini- 

ons humanely reaſonable, I would ſay,that Cenſtan- 

tine could no more be leprous, then our King Clcdo- 

v«u; of moſt glorious memory ; of whom $.Gregory 099 To 
of Tewers hath ſaid, then on the day of his Baptiſm :, cap. zr. 
he was cured of an old leprofie, intending by that Prot m- 
ſpeech, from ſin, Itis true that Cardinal Baronins fentinns 
doth all which an able man may, to clear theſe diff «4 /«v«o7, 


deleturus 
lepre Very 


comely to believe piouſly, then eaſily to eſtabliſh by mrtwn, 
reaſon, And therefore if the Reader here deſire to 

know my conceit,I hold, it is a temerarious thing to 

g£0 about to tax & turmoil old beliefs, which though 

they paſs not for articles of faith, are notwithſtard. 

ing received with cdification in common opinions, 

Varro ſaith, that to deſire to be wiſe contrary to (1, 
common underſtanding, isto rank ones ſelf in the mu: ſape- 
number of fools : and the great $. Hilary bath ſaid 7; deſipers 


And it ſome paſſages be found ſomewhar doubrful.in 2, very worthily, that the firſt verity of wiſdom is Spienis 


the Chronicle of S. Hierom, which ſeem to ſupport 
this errour, it is eaſie to conſider, that this Doctour, 
who was a Merchant enriched with infinite variety 
of learning, hath m:de many pieces, which he rather 
tranſlated and compiled from others,then compoſed 
upon his own invention : and the learned are not 
ignorant, that his Chronicle is accounted in this 
kind of books, as a work formed from obſervations 
and opinions of Exſebius, which ſhould not at all al- 
ter the eſtimation we have of Ones, acknow- 
ledged and averred by ſo many ocher paſſages of the 
ſame Docour. And if $S. Ambroſe in the funeral O- 
ration of Theodofpxes, ſaid, that Conſtantine received 
Baptiſm being in extremity, we muſt not therefore 
infer,that he was baptized by anArias in the laſt in- 
Ntanc of his life , otherwiſe he would nor call him in 
the ſame paſſage a Monarch of great merit,who left 
faich as an inheritance for Princes of his poſteritie. 
This extremity then is an extremity either of trou- 
bleſom affairs, in wbich Coxſtantine ſaw himſe)fin- 
volved, for having ſo long time deferred his Baptiſm 
or as others ſay,an extremity of ſicknels, wherewith 
he was ſurprized in the City of Rewe, and cured by 
Baptiſm. 
The hiſto The opinion of Exſebins being rejected,T ask,whee- 
lm of ther it be not much more probable,to take that of a 
Conſtantine Council entire, and very antient, held under Pope 
v wage—agecd Silveſter about the year of ourLord, three hundred 
tribured 10 LWenty four, which is (aid expreſly to have been af- 
$.51/vefer, ſembled ar the ſame time that the Emperour Cex- 
caſte pi- ſtantine, was baptiſed by Silveſter Biſhop of Rowe, 
ouſly to be then to adhere to inventions of a paſſionate adverſa. 
beever? ry?As for other circumſtances ot chis Baptiſm,which 
&ually are drawn from the acts attributed to S. Silveſter, 
pored. we muſt affirm, there are divers things very hard to 
believe, it we proceed according to humane reaſon: 
for we cannot ſo eaſily imagine what is expreſſed in 
thoſe writings, that Si/veſter was hidden in the ca- 
verns of the mountain, which afterward bare his 


In ul: wmis 
cenflitntuss 


ſometime to believe what one would not, ſubmitting 7" # 
our judgment to men of the beſt underſtanding : Mam ®..g 
which if it were well conceived, ſo many young /*r qu 
heads would be aſhamed to account themſelyes able "minke 
men, eſpecially in matter of faith, thereby inordi- nicae. _ 
nately taxing all the monuments ot antiquity, 

I fay then, for theſe aQts, which are accounted to 
be S. Si/vefters, and namely for thoſe reported by 


Pope Aadrian,as it is not my intention to engage my 


30 felt upon the proof of them by a way of ſlc:ght hu- 


man reaſons, ſo would I not in any fort impugn bur 
rather belieye the, with a religious ſimplicity, which 
is the ſcience of <aints,and ever the moſt aſſured. 

Theſe adts tell us, thar Conſtantize ſtill deferring nifory of 
bis Baptiſm,and living in much liberty, was ſtrucken Baprilm 
with a leproſie, which was a manifeſt wound from *©ues 
Heaven, wherewith greatly afflicted, he conſulted ofs. Ss- 
with Magicians to apply ſome remedie, They gaye *** 
him deadly counſel, whereof the Kings of EZgype had 


40 heretofore made uſe in thelike maladie, which was 


ro make a bath of humane blood. This at the be- 
ginning ſeemed to him, very ſtrange, bur the infir. 
mity which preſſed him, had no ears to hear reaſon: 
little children were taken of the meaneſt condition 
in the City, to cut their throats like ſheep, and con- 
ſ-crate their blood to the health of the Emperour. 
The mothers disſhevel'd and deſperate, ran after 
their render infants, even to the gates of the Palace, 
and howled ſo dreadfully, that Conſtantine hearing 


Fo thcir cries, & withall the cauſe of their ſorrow, com- 


manded the infants to be reſtored to their mourn- 
ful mothers;eſteeming it more reaſonable to tolerate 
his evil, then to be cured with ſo cruel a remedy, 
The night following, S: Peter and S. Paul appear- 
ed to him in a dream, and adviſed him to forſake all 
theſe Pagan ſuperſtitions, to re-edifie the Churches 
of Chriſtians, and ſend for Pope Silveſter, who was 
at that time hidden in the grots of Mount Sorate, 
that would diſcover unto him a fiſh-pool, which 


name,flying the perſecution of Coyſtantine: of which 66 ſhould heale his leproſie. As ſoon as he awakened, 


other Auchours make no mention,as being contrary. 


to the humour and EdiRs of this Prince, who afrer 
the victory gained apainſt Aſaxentius, ever favour. 
ed Chriſtianity, Beſides it is there ſaid, that Coyftan- 
tine demanded, what Gods were S. Peter and Paul, 
who had appeared to him in his ſleep.: which was 
not very likely in an Emperour, thar ſo many years 
before was inſtructed in the myſteries of Chriſtian 
Religion. Add alfo the leprofie of Conſtantine 
whereof no authour hath ſpoken before thoſe acts, 
and wherewith it is held, that Coyftantivs the ſon of 
this great Emperour was much offended, complain. 


he recounted his dream tothe Lords of his Court, 
and ſent to ſeek out the Pope, who ſeeing theſe Gen- 
tlemen come,diſpoſed himſclfro Martyrdom, think- 
ing they came to lead him forth to ſlaughter : but 
underſtanding from their own mouthes much other 
news, he ct forward towards the Emperour, who 
moſt courteouſly received him : and having made a 
lons diſcourſe of matters which had happened unto 
him concerning his calling to Chriſtianity, he de- 
mandeth of him what Gods were Peter and Paxl, 
who had appeared unto him in ſleep, and made 0- 
yerture of the 6ſh-pool, wherein he ſhould be 
| waſhed 


part 2 
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waſhed. The Pope anſwered they were no Gods, 
but Apoſtles, and feryants of God, - Thereupon he 
required to ſee their images, which S$:/vefter ſent 
for by a Deacon: and having found them like ta 
the faces he ſaw i fleep, hecryed out aloud, that 
he no longer mult defer che fiſh- pool, 

Silveſter ſeeing him reſolved to be baptized,com- 


manderh a publick faſt, accompanied with ws 


prayers, catechizerh the Emperour, and counſeller 


{81 to yield my ſelf up, till ſuch time, that the Saviour of the 
world advertiſed me in a viſiongo take imo my Standards the 
figs which 1 bad ſeen in Heaven the day before. 1 in(tantly obcy- 
ca, and have ſeea ſo prodigious effefts ſucceed in the deſeat of 
Maxentius, which you have admired, attributing to man that 
which was a work of the Divinitie. 

I thoweht then to have diſcovered what 1 was, but confede- 
rations of ſtate, which had too much force upan my ſoul, ſtayed 
me, and have made me walk along bicherto, in life more li- 
centtous then I intended. I now proteſt before the face of 
Heaven and Earth, that 1 amaChriftian both in beart and pro- 


him to take ſeven days of retirement, to prepare y g/*{/#0n ;' nor ſhall any motives ever alter (hat, which 1 bave ſo 


bimſelf for Baptiſm, and which is more, to lay alide 
for thoſe days the Purple and Imperial Diadem, that 
he might be cloathed with the habit of penance ; 


which he couragiouſly performed. And the day of 


Baptiſm being come, as ſoon as he was waſhed with 
theſe life-giving waters, he was miraculouſly cured 
of his leproſie, beholding a light trom heaven, and 
a hand ſtretched over him. Sce what isin theſe an- 
tient monuments, and vhich Cardinal Baroxizs 
rendereth probable, with reaſons very conſonant. 


The niath SECT 10N, 
The ats of Conſtantine after his Baptr/m, 


& OnsTAWTINE after his Baptiſm began a 
quite other courſe of life : tor laying alide all 
humane reſpe&ts , which had hitherto rtyed him to 
Genriliſm for conliderations of his State,” he cauſed 
a Throne to be prepared in the Palace of Traan, 
where having ſent for the Serate, he declared with 


conftaatly reſolved on. Yet for all this I purpoſe not to forte any 
man in his Religion, leaving for this time belief as free as ele- 
me: ts: Tet for the charitie I bear towards my good ſubjetfts, 1 
cannot but w (þ them as much good as my ſef. N wall my 
greateſt happineſs, and which I eſteem more then wy Priyvle and 
Diadem, is to entertainihe knowledge of « liting God which 
bath been revealed to ws bybis onely Son Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Dofour and Sevlour of the world, His je/ſon u full of mia 
cles, his life of wiſdom and goudne(s, bus doflrine of puritte ; 
and if to conquer onr pride, aud expiate onr demerits, be hath 
humbled bimſelf to the puniſhment of the C10/s , ſo muck 


I ” ”— : 
20 therefore the mere ong/1t it to be bonourable, ſince be bath 


donc for us all that, which an incomparable love can do, and 
eadured all tha! which ap invincible patieace may ſuffer. 

I can do no other bst love and fingulaily boxour thoſe who are 
enrolled under his Siandard, as my brothers in Religzon : and let 
7! net ſeem ſtrange to any, if heretofore ſhewing my ſelf very li- 
beral to beautifie and eniich the Temples of Gentiluſm, I now 
apply my ſe!f to burld aad adoin the Churches. 1 will render 
what I ow to God and my own conſcience, nor ſhall! my ſubjefs, 
who are of a Religion different from mint, be any way intereſſed 
therein, deſiring to preſerve them, as perſons whom I hop: one 
day to have com'anions in faith, and coheirs in g/orie, if they 
add never ſo little conſent to the lights, wherewith the wiſdom 


the eloquence of a Monarch, the reaſons which had 3® of God Incarnate bath replexiſh:d the world. 1 onely beſeech 


moyed-him to thus alteration of Religion, and ſaid : 
SIRS, I doubt rot, but the change of Religion, which I 
bave mide, will apptar ſtrang to mary, who Blame all that 


Oration of which thry cannot underſtand, and will underſtand nothing, 
Conſtantme, but what flatteys their preſumption. All noveltie is odjons to 


thee, O great G d, ou whom all Scepters and Crowns depend, 
ſince you have united the Eaſt and weft under my hands, you 
would arrange them under the yoak of your Lew, which is the 
kno! of Empires, and ſource of feliciie, I offer unto you my 
perſon, mine Arm, my Scepter, and a'l mine ab;liit's humbly 


= mA by , * 1 1 * y 0 / (1 77 . 
partly thoſe, who love the ol4 Age of errour : Yet I can tell you, this "I ,'S 9.50 ” ow hy Fred fo : we. By 64. OE _ 
vr aig iu no new Religion which 1 bave imbraced, but that which was a OY OP om of " 5 : Hh th h = "a - 
and Ediets. bee na in the-purified ſouls of the golden Aec, happily finiſhed in juſtice, all prace, aid amt:ze, the leo! ch you baue 


our days, The firſt mea of the wor!d had ut ity ia blo.m, we 
now ſee theſruir, which we may and ſhall enjoy, if we be not 


mitted to my cha ge. 
This Oration was heard by all the world, with 


uagratefal to our happizeſs, and tratteron's to our own conſci- 4 
eace. Believe me, Siis, the world is almoſt grown out of 4's 
noi-age, for God hath takea pitic of the ignorance thercof. and 
made it ſee, is was no! time any longer to place Dregons and 
Owls ut on Aitars, nor o:her Gods, accounted as monſters, if 
they wonuld return into the liſe of men. If our Anceſtours, 
bliaded by miſhap, bave made to be eſteem:d for Divinitics (0 
many ciiminals, for whom our laws do new orda'n puniſh: 
men's, we are not beund to participate with the crimis of the 
ene, nor the exrours of the o:her, under pretext of antiquitie. 
I malt corf-(s, that I from my infancic have bad great diſtruſt 
upon the follies wi 6h Iſaw in ihe ſupe-ſtt on of Geitiles, and 
that which further confremed me in this opmioa, was, that on? 
day I heard the anſwer of an O atle, which had long 'ime [lood J© 
mute, a1d being demmded the cauſe of this (lence, anſwered, 
The Tull biaderid i fron ſpraking,and we found thoſe Fuſt were 
the Ciriſtrant,who thes had pewer to ſtop the mouth's of devils. 
Aſterwaid 1 began to conſider thoſe men, whom 1 [aw [0 

perſecuted, and that there was not a corner of the earth (hat 
was not ruddie wi.h their blood, yet were they notw.thſtandivg 
ſo patient a they perſecutions, that they had prayers on their 
lips for thoſe, who rent their heaits out of their bodies. This 
then gave mc then matter of amazement; but when 1 came 10 
thz.k on their Church, which flou iſh:d among ſo many ſtorms, 
and encrea/cd under the ſwo ds of perſecution, tha ſeemed tome 
merether humane; yet tranſported w 'h ihe torrent of common 60 
*6prazons, I fill reſiſted che voice of God, which (pakr in my 
bexrt, when it opened my ys ,and made me once lyvely ap» ehend 

the dreadful ends of Emperous, who had perſecuted Chriſtia- 
nitze, comparing them to the felicuic of my father Conſtantius, 

of moſt e lorious memarie, who b:d reſerved bis bands innocest 
even to death free from any (14in of Chriſtian blood. Tru wes ſuf+ 
ficiextly potent to move a {dul, which world eaſily yield to reaſon; 
butGod redauvling bu inſpirations, made m? one day bebold in the 
Havens a prodigie, which many (aw with me, to wit, the fi- 
£%7e of the Croſs, comnoſed of moſt reſplendent light, wh'ch4Þ- WAALS. 

m—_ qu bra m_ oy to _ _ apainſ _ _ Upon theſe laſt cries, the Emperour roſe up, and 
S. cac 150 £vin oa f10W:!ne(s, twi /Nerennt Tead At : . : : - 
Rint thiſe wor « yn roms OE 2-00 of the Fore /* making a ſign with his hand, required ſilence wn 
IN HOC VINCE, Aidit is.« wonder hat I deſered \ſtantly mage all this great mulcitude to hold their 


on peace ; 


* - þ4 bla 
» Very great applauſe, in ſuch ſort, that for the ſpace ee 


of two hours, the cries of an inhnite number were the world 
heard, who made many acclan arions in favour of 5:5 07, 
Chriſtian Religion. Tourty times was repeated, excagld 
UNUS DEUS CHRIST LANORU MT here of the Eme 
# but one God, which us the God cf the ( hriſtians : 2nd **ue 
thirty times, was proclaimed, LET THOSE wHo 
DPENY CHRIST,COME TO NOUGHT: 

and tentimes, LET THE TEMPLES BE 
CAST. UDP, LUT CUT. OUBRKOULD 
BEOPENE D: Andtourteentimes, THOSE 

WHO ARE ENEMIES TO JE Sus 
CHRIST, ARE ENEMIES TO THE 
EMPEROURS: And ten times, Thost 
'wHO ARE ENEMIES TO JESUS 
CHRIST,ARE ENEMIES TO THE 
RomMaANS: And fourty times, THERE 1s 
NOOTHER GOD, BUT HE WHO HATH 
SAVEDUs. AuGus Tus CONST A N- 
T1INE: And fifty tunes, HE EVER SHALL 

V A NQUISH-WHO ADORETH THE 
SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD: And thir- 

ty times, LET THE PRIESTS OF ]- 
DOLS BE BANISHED OUT OF THE 
C1rTyY: Thirteen times, LET THOSE A L- 

$0 BE ExIiLED ouT or RoanE, 
WHOWILLSACRIFICE TO lDpoLls: 

And fourty times, COMMAND THEY BE 
PRESENTLY THRUST OUTOES OUR 
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peace; and thereupon : No, faith he, 7 intend nat 
any man Gould be forced in the matter of his Religion, 
the ſervices of the world are oft-times conſtrained : but 
thoſe we render to God, ought ever to be voluntary. 
We have no greater proofe of the Divinity, then mer - 
cy. God ſheweth what he is, in ſo long time, and with 
ſuch patience, {uſfering the impieties and ingratitr:des 
of men. 1 would have all the World know, that ] inteud 
wot to make Chriſtians by neceſſity, but by d/ſcretiog, 
As it 15 acrime to deny rue Relig1en to theſe who re- 
quire it, ſo it 1s an 191portunity to ſeek now to impoſe it 
by force on ſuch as demand it mt. T hey that will net 
follow my example, ſhall not therefore be ſeparated from 
m friendſhip. 1 am the common Father of all in ge- 
werall, and no man ought to be fruſtrated of the pre- 
ſervation which I ow him. 

Theſe words ſtayed the out-crics of thoſe, who 
already tranſported the affairs into diſorder, by an 
indiſcreet zeal, and gave good aſſurance to the pa- 
gans, ſo that the Emperour going out of the Palace, 
they lighted at mid-day many lamps and torches, to 
conduct him to his houſe, with a thouſand teſtimo- 
nies of joy and alacrity, 


Edits and He at the ſame time cauſed certain laws to be pu- 


convrerſt- 
ons, 


Fiety of 
Conflantine, 


bliſhed, by which he left the Genciles at liberty in 
the exerciſe of their ancient ſuperſtition, on ſuch 
condition, that they ſhould abſtain ro ſpeak in any 
ſort againſt the honour of the Saviour ot the world, 
nor ſhould ar all diſturb the Chriſtians - adding , 


The Souldier. 


deſire to adorn the place where he was baptized, as 
the Cradle of his Chriſtianity : and made the moſt 
admirable Font that was ever beheld, whereof we 
yet ſee ſome ſigns remaining, which our boly Father, 
Pope Urban the Eighth, bath lately adorned,and em- 
beliſhed with notable endowments : For, among 
other magnificences , he cauſed it to be all covered 
both within and without with plates of filver, and 
commanded to ſet up in emboſſed work the ſtatues 


tO of our Saviour and S. John Baptiff , with ſeven fi- 


gures of Hearts, which poured out water , all which 
was alſo in very fine ſilver, ſo that it appeared with a 
marvellous luſtre, He commanded for curiofity, to 
burn balm 1n ſtead of oyl in the lamps there hang- 
ing, deſirous 'to apply the uſe of this precious liquor 
to the ſervices of the Church,lince Heliogaba/ns, the 
moſt prodigal of the Emperours, had uſedir in the 
lamps of his houſe, | 

He was not content to ere two Chnrches , the 


20 One t0'S. Peter, and the other to S. Pax, which he 


enriched with innumerable gifts , but he alſo chan. 
ged his proper Palace of Lateran , intoa Church of 
our Saviour, which our Kings have afterward done 
in imitation of him, oftentimes giving their houſes 
to make houſes of God. He likewiſe there eſtabliſh- 
ed a good quantity of Revenues for the poor which 
ſhould become Chriftians, leaving the managing 
thereof to the diſcretion of the Pope. 

It would be a prodigious thing, yea very trouble- 


that he intended the ſons and daughters of the fami- go ſome, to reckon up particularly all the preſents be 


ly,yea the very ſervants,ſhould nor be kept by force 
in the Pagan ſupe:ſtition, bur have all liberty to be 
baptized when they had a will thereunto, 

O God, what incompa: able charms have the exam- 
ples of Great-ones in them, to diſpoſe men to virtue! 
Nicephorns ſaith , that in a very ſhort time there 
were numbered twelve thouſand men, beſides wo- 
men and children baptized at Rowe. Yet was it ob- 
ſerved, there were few Senatours, nor of other poli« 


S2ve, and rents he ſetled in favour of Chu;ches, Ic 
fufficeth to tell you that the Vagans became fo jea« 
lous, that from that time forward, they began to 
call him the PU P IL, ſaying, that the firlt ten years 
of his Empire, he had been a good Emperour , the 
ſecond ten, a robber, deſpoiling Lycinizs and 0+ 
thers : But as for the third ten, he had pur himſclfe 
into Tucelage , reſigning to the Church the whole 
manage of his eſtate, See the ordirary hyperboles of 


rick ſpirits ; ſo much the wiſdome of the fleſh is con- ,,, paſſionate ſpirits, who behold with an envenomed 


trary to that of the Croſs. Faith is the inherirance of 
the LEAR and all choſe ſouls puffed up with pre. 
ſumprion of their,own ability, ſtick ſo falt ro the 
earth , that they looſe the {ight of Heaven. 

The holy Emperour, who was defirous to render 
himſelf as profitable by works and examples, as he 
became comfortable in his diſcourſes , employed 
himſc}f with an incredible fervour in all that which 
concern the ſervice of God,and namely in the build- 
ing of Churches. 

W here among other things, he did an a& worthy 
of immortality : tor the eighth day atcer his Bapriſm, 
paſſing to the place which was already dedicated to 
S. Peter, and where he had a purpole to build a fair 


FO 


eye the wealth which is taken from riots and yani- 
ties, to be beſtowed on the Church, Yet notwith= 
ſtanding this great Emperour ſo intermingled mag. 
nificence with the husbandry of his Revenues, that 
the people were not neglected, nor did his greatneſs 
looſe any thing of its luſtre. 

It is a ſtrange thing , that with all thoſe celeſtiall 
qualities which God hath conferred upon his perſon, 
he could never tame the ſtubborn ſpirits of the Ro- 
man Senate. ſo much infidelity joyned to preſumpti- 
on,admitteth obſtacles ro the lights of verity, This 
affront m:de him undergo another reſolution, to 
build a City elſe- where, which he would equal to 
the majeſty of Reme, and faſhion to his belt liking,as 


Chufch, there in preſence of all the world, he pulled he afterward did, changing the City of Byzantixns 


off the purple Robe and Diadem , rooka ſpade in 
hand, and began to dig-the carth, to lay the tounda. 
tion;then chrowirg the ſcuttle upon his royal ſhoul- 
ders, be carried twelve burdens of earth in honour 
of the twelve Apoſtles. 

It was a ſpectacle full of admiration, and which 
gave an unſpeakable joy to the Pope and Biſhops 
there preſent, Notwithſtanding the ſpirits of the 
times {aid, it was to abaſe the purple too much, and 
vilifie the dignity of Ce/ars :; not conſidering thar 
the Emperour Yeſpaſian,trom whom Conſtantine was 
deſcended, had done the like in honour of Tdols; and 
were withall deſirous, that this man ſhould have leſs 
zeal for theliving God, then others had uſed in the 
ſerviceof devils. 


60 


into the Royall Conſtantinople, an eternal monu. 
ment of his greatneſs. | 


The tenth SECT1ON, 


The endeavour of good works, with the virtues * 
and Lawes of Conſtantine, 


His Monarch changed into another man, lived 
not bur by the fire of charity, _ cleaving to the 


earth by very ſlender roots of the neceſſities of na. His deyott- 


ture : he began ſcriouſly to manure the praQtiſe of 
prayer, diſcourſing familiarly with God, with a 
taſte ſo ſenſible, that it ſurpaſſed all delights imagji- 


But the devour Coxſtantive danced before the Ark, 7® nable in nature and wit , a diligence ſo-grear, that 


winleſt A4ichol murmured art the window, He had a 


being in Arms and under Pavilions, he ever 4” - 
ittle 
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little oratory of retirement, where like another As- 

25 he conſulted with the Divinity. He hearkened to 
i{courſes of God with incomparable pleaſure , and 
when he ſpake of the myſteries of our taith,which he 


as it were Ry id,it was with ſo great exer- 
is 


Eumility. 


His pati- 
ence. 


ciſe, that cart ſeemed to melt with his words, 
His zeal fo tranſported bim, that of the prime Cap. 
tain of the world, he became a Doctour and Preach- 
er,to procure the converſion of his ſubjetts.He who 
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wait, and as he found their qualities and merits, he 
gave ſometimes Lands, - entire poſleſſions tb 
thoſe, whowere in very prefling neceilities, A poor 
widow,who ſighed in a corner other houſe, forſaken 
of all the world, was much amazed,that this Monarch 
of theworld, came as an Angell from Heaven, to 
wipe away her tears, and provide for her poor or- 
phans, A torlorne maid, and evenuponthe brink of 
rhe precipice, by the unhappineſs of poverty, found 


ſo many times had carried in his hand the ſword of 10 the Emperour had given order for her marriage,and 


the Empire,to cut off rebellious powers, bare then in 
his mouth the ſword of the word, to fill the world 
with wonders. What he ſpake with his lips,he taught 
by examples, carrying under the purple a body worn 
out with abſtinence and mortification, 

He ſo trampled vanity under-foot , to which he 
formerly bad ſome inclination, that among a great 
number of «_hurches and edifices of piety , which 
he cauſed to be built , he would not have his name 
thereon engraven, reputing himſelfe unworthy,that 
God ſhould accept ſuch offerings at his bands. And 
as one day, a Biſhop, a flatterer, and an Arey, put 
bimſelfe forward to tell him , that after he had go- 
verned the world upon earih, he ſhould do the like 
in Heaven with the <on of God; he felt himſelfe 
ſo confounded with this word, that he who ever 
treated with Fccleſiaſticks with very much reve- 
rence, could not contain himſelfe, but ſay : Biſbop, 
let it not fall out, you any more uſe ſuch words concerg- 


had himſelfe taken the pain to know her future hus. 
band, and recommend good husbandry unto bim on 
his part, 

This man was as the Intdligence,tyed to the Go- 
vernment of the Primum mobile , which is never 
weary, among ſo many concuſlions and notions af- 
forded to total nature, He was a ſun, whodrew up, 
and digeſted all the vapours of the lower world, nor 
intermitting any thing of its courſe or lights. He 

20 was an Ocean, who received drops of wateras well 
as huge rivers : and as there was nothing ſo highin 
the world as to be above his greatneſs, ſo was there 
nothing ſo low, which could withdraw it ſelf from 
his charitable knowledge. 

He ever had his eye open upon the neceſſities of 
mankinde , and not contenting himſelfe to provide 
for them by the ordinary wayes of charity , he 
thereunto added the hand of juſtice, making moſt 
wholeſome Lawes for the tranquility of the whole 


ing me, for they are unto we moſt hatefull : you ſhall 30 world. This good Father of the Univerſe ſought 


do much better, and more ſuitably to your profeſ1ion , 
re pray the living God, 1 may be both in earth and hea- 
ven the leaſt of his ſervants, then to propoſe to yonr ſelf 
Scepters and Empires for me. 

His patience was <quall to his humility, whereof S. 
Chryſoftom bath obſerved an excellent paſſage in the 
oration of Biſhop Flavianws to the Emperour T he- 
edoſixs, where he faith, that as one day in a popular 
commotion, they toned the ſtatues of Conftantine, 


out poor baniſhed men, who had been unjuſtly de- 
ſpoiled by the rigours of injuſtice, and reſtored 
them to their ckicn He propoſed ro himſelf 
in his own repoſe, the affliction ot thoſe who had 
wrongfully been tranſported into defart Iſlands, 
where they {till lived, made ſlaves under the tyran- 
ny of men, and in a worſe condition then beaſts. 
He thought npon the miſeries they endured, who 
were condemned by unrighteous ſentences to labour 


there wanted not many about him who endeavour- 4o in mynes. He refle&ed on the long (-rvices of mi. 


ed to enflame him to the revenge of thoſe outrages: 
to which he ſmiling. anſwered, they had ſtrucken a 
man of ſtone, but the model remained entire. Now 
being not ignorant, that the vigour of Chriſtianity 
conſiſted in works of charity , he applied himſelfe 
thereunto with ſo much fervour, that it ſeemed his 
hands were that, which the Hcbrew Text ſpeaketh 
ofin the Canticles, Hands ef the ſpouſe veſſels cf gold, 
repleniſhed wich a ſea of bounty. 


litary men, who were abſolute in armes, yet often- 

times gained nothing but poverty and ignominy. 

But above all theſe conſiderations, as occalions re- yz; ed:as 
quired, he made moſt worthy Edicts,for the comfort 

of ſo many perſons as lived in the acerbiries of the 

world. And for as much as concerned juſtice, which 
conſifteth in the puniſhment of crimes and abuſes, 

he was a Hercales, who had perpetually his ciub lif. 

ted up to quell monſters. 


Before his Bapciſm, great calamities had reduced 5o There was a cu{tome in thoſe times of Duels and puc!s; 


miſerable fathers to ſuch neceſlity, that being not 
able ro maintain iheir children, they ſought to be dil- 
charged of them by ways moſt lamentable, of which 
the good Prince being advertiſed, he wrote to Abla- 
vizs his Lieutenant ofthe whole Politick Govern- 
ment of the Empire, to publiſh a Law:through all 
the Cities of 7talie, in which was intimated to all ne. 
ceſfitous fathers, who were unable for the education 
of their children,that they ſhould preſent them at a 


gladiatours, which were much more tollerzble then 
now- adays, for then none were employed therein, 
but ſlaves, criminals, and men of the fack and hal. 
ter, who were already condemned to death. And 
_ is found a frantick Nobility, who de- 
grading themſelves from the honour of generous ſpi- 
rits, and bearing the ſentence of an ignoble action 
againſt themſelves , make tropheys of that which is 
put upon Moeriſh ſlaves for puniſhment. Yet che 


place appointed, there to receive apparel and con- gg great Conſtantine ſaw this manner of puniſhing the 


venient ſuſtentation : addins, he intended that not 
onely publick moneys ſhould be employed to ſupply 
ſuch wants, but that lie would deſpoil himſelfe wil- 
lingly of that which was proper and peculiar to him- 
ſelt, for their comfort. _ 

If he found any beggars in the ſtreets, he delighted 
to cloath them . and to behold them in this new 
plight, making of his Palace a mount Thabor, where 
men were transfigured, changing their miſeries into 
felicities. Je molt particularly enquired afrer the 
ſhamefac*d poor,who had heretofore been wealthy, 
and learned from them thcir fortunes, birth, and 


baſe and abje& creatures of the world, was too bru- 
tiſh and butcherly, and that it would do well to 
change theſe duels into Gallies, or.ſome ſuch like 
thing ; for he wrote to Maximm the Superinten- 
dent of juſtice, intheſe terms - 

** Theſe bloody ſpeRacles in the civil repoſe and £-'-de 81s: 

* Jomeſtick peace wherein we live, pleaſe me not $27,0%* 
*at all. Behold the cauſe why I will wholly take 
* away theſe combats of Gladiatours, For if there 
o ©© be ſuch gracele(s wretches , who for the puniſh- 
**© ment of their crimes deferve fuch a ſentence and 
* ſuch condition, I ordain that you rather cauſe 
| | Iiz _©chem 
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* them to labour in the Mines , to theend , that 
& without effuſion of bloud, they may feel the pain 
© due to their demerits. Given at Beyyrx, the firſt 
& day of Ofteber, under the Conlulſhip of Parlinrns 


*© and 7 alianxs. 


I leave you to think what this Monarch 
would have ſaid of Duels of this time, where they 
haſten to..pour out willingly upon publick paſſages 
that blood, which ought rather t@ be ſhed upon the 


walls of Intidels, 
French. 4 


to cement up the glory of the 10 TH Emperour Coxffantine had great cauſe to 


\ O Lewis, onr great Monarch, it ſeemeth the God 


of peace hath permitted the heads of this Hydra to 
bave tirberto budded forth , that they might be 
made to fallunder the innocency of your hands, di- 
vinely deſtinated to fo many good works, You 
have again'very lacely renewed your Edicts againſt 
this peſiilence, aſſuring unto fathers and mothers 
the bloud of their children for the ſervice of your 


Crown, and taking away a ſtain which ſtuck ſo ma- 20 City of Alexandria, at which time a Pricſt named 


ny years upon the brow of your Empire. Heaven 
afid earth have participated in the contentment 
which hath fueceeded from theſe good ordinances, 
as they do in the preſervation of the lives of your 


fubjedts, ard tranquility of your whole Realm. Ler 


your Majelty ſo handle che matter , that this Law 
may hold with nails of Adamant , and not loſe a 
glory, which Coxſtantine would have bought at the 


price of two Empires. 


This brave Prince, who ever had been moſt chaſt, 30 might rather handle the Coulter in Tillage, or the 
made alſo ſharp war againſt the infamous ordures of 


luſt : for he expelled trom the Courc, as vermine, 
certain effeminare men, who had made ſale of their 
ſouls to diſhonour, and ar other times made a la- 
mentable traffick of their bodies, inſinuating them. 
felves by this means,into the Palaces of Great-ones, 
and ſomecimes into honourable rank, He degrzded 
them all from Nobility , and forbad them to bear 
even the marks of men of Arms, tying them to ſer. 


vices the moſt contemptible. Betides, he cauſed to 40 preferred before him in the-Fpiſcopal Chair of 4- 


be taken from publick infamies, many poor Chri- 
f14n maids, chat had been abandoned to evil by the 
form of puniſhmenr, making expreſs intubicions to 
thoſe villains, wko live npon others ſins, never to 
under: ake the like practiſes. Briefly, he ſo aboliſh. 
ed che crimes which had been tolerated under the 


other Emperours ; that Saint Hierom writin 
Iſaiah, bath given the title to Conſtantive, t 


b 


upon 


at his 


Empire had vanquiſhed two moniters, the moſt 


dreadful chat were ever ſeen by deſtroying the infi- FO and ſpeaking oi the Son of God , put him, as he 


delity and impurity of the earth. 


His prudence deſcended even to the moderating 
and changing the puniſhments of offenders, which 
had ſome diſproportion ., and among other things, 
he decreed, that CharaRers ſhould no more be im. 
pzait, 2% Printed vpon the forehead of the miſerable, for the 
reſpect that is due to the face of man, on the which 
God hath engraven his Image. And moreover, for 
<1::«44nis the honour he bare to the Croſs, he forbad it ſhould 
ever again be defiled with the puniſhments and ex- 60 


ime 14- ECUtIONs of maleſaRours , thinking it unreaſonable, 


caterer. 50 that that which was matter of glory to Emperours, 

ſhould likewiſe ſerve as an inſtrument for the pains 
of the nnhappy. He ſuffered not any image to be 
made unto him, either in Tables, Statues,or Coins, 


ZOMN, 3. 


C. ts 


Fonour of Whereon the Croſs was not ever ſet: ſuch honour 


the roſs. bare he to this venerable ſign, which Hereticks have 


ever rejected, with as much malixe as ſtupidity. 


Ir were an infinite thing for him that would par. 
ticularly decipher ſo many noble ations of ourCex- 9 wicked man, who burſt with anger to ſee this con- 
| content my ſelf to have here fet down 
that in brief, which might bave been diſtended into 


ftaxtine, 
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many Chapters, and to make many diſhes of it, en- 
deavouring to furniſh out more ſubſtance for my 
Reader, then unprofitable amplitications, 


Patt 2, 
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The zeal of Conſtantine in the proceedinos of 
the Council of Nice. 


ſay, what he ſpake in Enſebizs, That he was 
as the common Biſhop of the Church outwardly , 
ſo much vigilance and zeal he exerciſed, to procure 
all which concerned the maintenance thereof, Be- 
bold an accident happening under bis reign, which 
more troubled Chriſtendom, then ever did the tor= 
turing Racks, the Combs of Iron , or bbyling 
Cauldrons of Diocleriay. 
Theology had been for a long time taught in the 


Ortginal 
of the A+ 
Arins, held the Regency , who had the reputation 
eo be ſubtile in ſeeking out queſtions , which never 

had fan into the thought of man; but otherwiſe was 
malicious and of an evil life. Out alas ! that theſe ex- 
trayagant curioſities ſhould bring,and daily alſo in- 
troduce prejudice into the Church and' repoſe of 

the people ! It were to be wiſhed that thoſe, who 
through long idleneſs , and itch of vanity , amuſe 
themſelves to find out novelties in matter of belief, 


Oar in Gallies, then turn over books, and contami. 
rate the honour of Divinity.Satan neverfound a ſpi- 
rit more fit to perplex holy letters, and embroil Em- 
pres, then this wretched man of whom we ſpeak. 
Saint Fpiphanins,who might often have ſeen him, 
faith, He wasof a large body, of a ſad countenance, \\ quali 
covering under a mask of auſterity , bideous mon- tiew 
fters.He had an extreme ambition to' hold the high- 
eſt place,and ſeeing that Alexander ,a holy man,was 


Arius and 


{exandria, he entred into deſperate jealouſies, ſear- 
ching our all poſſible means to cry down thisBiſhop, 
and raiſe calumnies againſt kim, to diſpoſſeſs him of 
his charge. Andthelife of this Alexander being fo 
unſpotred, that no leaſt ain of reproach might be 
ſeen therein, he reſolved to involve him in ſome ea- 
ptious diſputations , thereby to accuſe him to hold 
Opinions not conſonant to the Defrine of the 
Church. Ir bappened that the Biſhop in preaching 


ought, in equality of power and honour with his 
Celeſtial Father, calling him by the Greek word 
6congoy ; Whereupon this man ſought to reprehend 
him,alledging ſome paſſages of Scripture maliciouſ- 
ly interpreted, of which he made uſe to eſtabliſh 
the unhappy Herefie , which denied that the Son 
was the ſame eſſence of God his Father , and took 
away from 7eſns Chriſt the Niadem of the Eternal 
Divinity, by making bim a meer creature. 
Alexander, who was rot a man of mean account, 
but ſuch an one, as to his ſanRiry of life. added ſolid 
DoRrine,defended himſelf couragiouſly againſt the 
impoſtures of this malign ſpirit, very well juſtifying 
his belief. rouching the Divinity of our Saviour : 
which baving been throughly provedinthe Aſem. 
bly ofan hundred Biſhops, who were firſt of all cal- 
led together for this purpoſe under He/izs Legat of 
Pope SilveFter, he pronounced the ſentence of ex- 
com munication againſt Arizs and his complices. This 


demnation paſſed againſt him by thoſe whom he 
repu:ed to be infinitely vader him in ability, pur 
bumſe!f 


Part 2- 


Proceed- 
ing of A 
rI4Ms, 


Ti: HOLY COURT. 


himſelf into the field with very much oftent;the dif- 
ferences he lately had with theſe Prelates, making 
him underſtand his Divinity was odious, if he there- 
in uſed not ſome colour to diſguilſethe malice there- 
of. He alſo pratiſed ſo many wiles, that he dazeled 
the eys even of thoſe, who were men very capable : 
for atter he had deduced his reaſons with a great fa- 
cility of words, and large quantity of ſpectous paſ- 
fages, and that he thereunto added a cold counte- 


The Souldir, 


This alteration of Chairs had inthis time a yery 
ill favour, and this life of Court fo paſfionacely affe- 
cted by an Fecleſiaſtick not called | wevtnry could 
not in any ſort finde approbation among good men. 
Great perſonages are ſometimes very lawfully in 
Court for the ſervice of %ings and publick neccfit. 
ties, but they are there as the birds of Barch upon 
white thorns, as the Giants of holy 7oþ , which 
mournedunder the waters, as thoſe ſweer Tountaing 


nauce, counterfeiting himſelf a modeſt man, perſe. 10 foundin the ſalt Sea, An ambitious man, who heyz- 


cuted for the truth, he trained ſpirits not. vulgar to 
the love of his novelties, All the very ſame proceed- 
ings have been ſcen with the :Heriticks of this time, 
and if ſo many corrupt ſouls had not wholly encli- 
ned to their ownruine , God gave them ſufficient 
examples in elder evils to ayoid the new, We may 
wellday, when we behold theſe Schiſms and Here- 
fies to ariſe,that there is ſome comet of the kingdom 
of darkneſs, which inſen(ibly throweth plagne and 


eth down mountains to arrive thither , and liveth 
not exemplary, deſerveth to be regarded therein as 
a fiſh ont of his element, or the py'd bird whereof 
7eremiah ſpeaketh , whom all tlie reſt aſſailed with 
Beak and Talon, 

Euſebius notwithſtanding little regarded the re- 
putation of a good Prelate, ſo that he might arrive 
to the height of his enterprizes.To infinuate himſelf 
the more in the good liking of the Emperour, he 


poyſon into hearts. It is a ſtrange thing that a little 20 gained Conſtaxtia ſiſter of Conſtantize,and widow of 


ſparkle let fall in Alexandria,cauſed inſtantly ſo ma- 
ny fires, that having invaded Egype, Libya,Thebazs, 
and Pale#ine , they inthe end involyed almoſt the 
whole world, No man at that time cared how to 
live, but every one was ready to diſpute. Biſhops 
bandying apainſt Biſhops, drew the peoplediltracted 
wich opinions : the Churches, houſes, and Theaters, 
ecchoed in the ſearpnes of contentious diſputations, 
and theCities forgercing all orher miſeries,rent one 


Lycinins,as Calvin did afterward the fifter of Frax- 
cs the firſt, The good Lady,who being deſpoiled of 
Empire by the death of her husband ,- and had no 
longer ſo much employment to number the pearls 
of her Diadem, would needs then intermeddle with 
curious devotion , and diſpute on the myſteries of 
the _ Trinity. Conſtantine after the death of $, 
Helena bis mother, held her at his Court with nivch 
reſpet, thar ſhe might the more eaſily digeſt the a- 


another for the incerpretation of a word. Arixs to 30 cerbiticsſhe had conceived inthe lofs of herhusband 


gain ſupport, inſtantly ſecketh for favour from the 
Court, And knowing that E aſebixs Biſhop of N;- 
comedia w#s of great credit,he uſed all the flarteries, 
of which this man was capable enough, to gain him 
ro his fide. This Enſebins was eminently furniſhed 
with all choſe diſpoſitions and induſtries, which the 
moſt ſabtile Hereticks have art any time exerciſed ro 
trouble the Church of God. He was verily one of 
the worſt men then in the Fmpire, ſince he had fold 


. . . * I 
and much eaſier was it to entertain her'ir the affairs 


of the Church, then in thoſe of Empires. Beſides,he 
found it not amiſs that ſhe might bufte her ſelf in 
the doubttul queſtions of Biſhops. So purſuing the 
Genious of her curious ſpirit, ſhe paſſed fo far, that 
ſhe became an Ariay by the praRtiſes of this FE u/c- 
bins, who having already gotten credit with her, 
ſpake to her of Arins, as of a worthy man perſecu- 
ted by his own ide for his great abilities , and expli- 


his ſou! :o ambition, ſo much che more pernicious as 4© cating co her his doArine in popular terms , which 


it was covered with a veil of Religion, Ir 1s true 
which the Hebrews ſay, that Vineger zs an ill ſon of a 
good father , tor it is commonly made of the beſt 
wine : fo there is nothing more ſincere chen an Fee 
cleſiaſtick, who liverh in the duty of his protetfion , 
bur when corrup:10n tallerh thereinto, and that he 
bath once degenerated, chere is not a worſe ſharp- 
neſs, nor a more dangerous malice. Religion ſerved 
this wicked man as a buskin for all feer, for it had 


ſaid, there was no apparance how a ſon could be 
made as old as his father, & that poor Ar:i«s had bin 
baniſhed from Alexandria , for that he would not 
{ign this propoſition, this drew compaſtion from her, 

The fpirit of Conſtantia rainted with this doctrine, 
began already to caſt an evi! odour upon the Empe. 
rour her brother, and Es{cbias coming thereupon 
to make recital of that which paſſed in Alexaygria, 
berween Alexander and Arins, fer ſuch a face upon 


no other bounds, but that of his own intereſts : and 50 the whole bulineſs, that he made, as iris faid, the 


he ever, like weather=cocks on the cop of Steeples, 
turned his face on what fide ſoever the wind blew. 
In the perſecutions of Chriſtendom he made him. 
ſelf an Idolater:in the garboils of Ly-inins he leaned 
much to his ſide, and when be faw Conſtantine abſo- 
lute in the Empire, never vas man moreplyable to 
fatter him, Doubtleſs he had all the qualities we 
have ſeen in Lnth-r,Calvin, and fo many other new 
Secs, who have (lll ſought favour from Great- ones 
by wiles and moſt perilous charms. So wanted he 
not excellent parts,and great eminencies:for he had 
a ſpirit very ſubrile, ſpeech cunning , a face which 
ſpake before his tongue, and for his extraction, he 
ſoared ſo high , as ro make himſelf che kinſman of 
Ceſar s.The air be.defired to breath wasthe Court, 
and his Biſhoprick when he was abſent, feemed to 
him a baniſhmenr. Behold the cauſe, why he drew 
near to the center of theEmpire as much as he could, 
in ſuch ſorr, tha? being firſt Biſhop of Berytas, he 


Sun with a coal, figuring ont the pood Prelate 4- 
lexander 28 a paſſionate man , who could not en- 
dure an excellent ſpirit in his Biſhoprick. 

*Tis a pitiful thing that great men ſee notthe truth 
but through the paſſions of thoſe that ſerve them. 
I his poor Alexander, who was a holy old man, and 
crown white in the exerciſes of Religion, was then 
preſented to the Eraperour by the information of 
Enſebirs, asa fool, who under a griezled head had 


60 extravagancies of youth,in ſuch ſorr,thatConft antine 
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Conſtantine 


youchſateing to write unto him, taxed himas the au- gzccives, 


thour of this tumult, in that he pur a frivolous que. 
tion into conſultation,and gave occaſion of diſpute, 
which could never have proceeded bur from abund- 
ance of idleneſs And as for Ar:i#s,he faid of him,thar 
he gave too much fcopero his ſpirir upon a ſfubjet 

which might much berter have been concealed. And 
for the reſt, they ſhould be both reconciled, mutual- 
ly pardoning each other,and hereafter hindering all 


put himſelf forward to the Chair of Nicomedia, af. 0 manner of diſputations upon'the like occaſion. 
Alexander , who had done nothing but by the 
counſel of an hundred Biſhops, ſeeing himſelf _ 
c 


terward + ok the heart of the Kingdom, and inthe 
end, ſferled himſelf inthe Royal Conſtantinople, 
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ed ina worſe condition then ris was, in the Em- 


perours Letters , and conſidering the blaſphemy, 


which thisHeretick had yomited againſt theDivinity 


of the Word, was reputed as a trifle, thought verily 
they had endeavoured to envenom the ſpirit of 


Conſtantine, to the prejudice ofthe truth, For this 
cauſe he informed the other Biſhops, and namely 
Pope Silveſter, of the juſtice of his cauſe,anſwering 
very pertinently to the calumnies objected againtt 
him, On the w th ſide Enſebings , 


integrity of this holyBiſhop with an ill eye,and who 
had very far engaged himſelf to maintain Ariz, 
embroiled the affairs at Court, as much as his credit 
might permit, 1n the end, the diſputation was fo en- 
kindled through the Chriſtian world, that needs 
muit a £ereral Council be held to determine it. 
Three hundred and eighteen Biſhops are aſſem. 
bled at Nice,a City of Bythinia,by the approbation 
of Pope Sil-eſter, at the requeſt of the Emperour 


The Soulder. Part 2, 


ed.They failed not to confound him with Libels ard 
ſopplicarions : but this grave Monarch puttirg them | 
into his boſom, ſaid openly; Behold a large propertion geqem.1 1, 
f Accuſations, all which muſt be transferred to the cap- 16. 
11:dg ment of God, who will judge them in the latter day. 

As fer my [clf, I am a man, nr u it my profeſſion to 

take wotice of ſuch cauſes, Where thoſe that accuſe, and 

ſuch as be accrſed,are Biſhops. Let us, I pray you, for 

this time, leave theſe aff airs, and treat with the pointe, 


who beheld the 10 fer which this Council ts here aſſembled , only let every 


one, following therein the Divine clemency, parden all 
that is paſt aud make an abſelute reconciliation for the 
time to come, When he had ſpoken this, he rook all 
thecivil requeſts preſented unto him, and cauſed 
them to be caſt into the fire, which was much ap- 
plauded by all thoſe who had their judgments dif 
charged from partiahties, 

In the mean ſpace,the Biſhops before they entred 
into the Counal, took time to examine the propo- 


Conſtantine , who invited the moſt eminent by ex- 20 fitions that were to be handled, and leifurably te in» 


prels lecrers,and gave very ſingular direction,as wel 
for their journey, as their reception. Never was 
there ſeen a goodlier company. It was a Crown, not 
of pearls nor diamonds, but of the rareſt men of the 
world,who came from all parts ike Bees, bearing (as 
faith >. A»g»ſtixe) honey in their mouths, and wax in 
their hands, There you might behold Veyerians, A- 
rabians, Egyptians, Scythians, Thracians, Africans, 
Per {ians,noc ſpeaking of WeſternBiſhops, who were 


form themſelves of the pretenfions of Arius , who 
was there preſent, and who already felt the vehe- 
mency of the vigour of S. Arhana/1us,though he was 
yet but a Deacon inthe Church of Alexaxdria. 
The day of the Council being come, the Biſhops 
aſſembled in the great Hall of the Palace,where ma. 
ny benches were ſer, both on the one ſide and other. 
Every one taketh his place according to his rank, 
Baroxixs thinketh theLegates of thePope were ſea-. 


there already in no (mal number.1t was a moſt mag- 30 ted on the left hand, as in the molt honourable ſeats 


nificent ſpectacle ro behold on one fide venerable 
old men, white as *wans, -who {ill bare upon their 
bodies the ſcirs of iron and perſecution, which were 
invincible te{timonics of their conttancy : on the 0. 
ther, men who had the gift of miracles, ſo much as 
to force the power of death, and tear from him the 
dead out of their rombs. On the other part, men ac- 
compliſhed in Theology and eloquence, who in 0. 
penins their mouths ſeemed to untold the gate of a 


which he very pertinently proveth. In the firſt place 

on the righthand, ſat the venerableBiſhopE»rftatins, 

who was to begin the prayer,and carry relations to 

the Emperour, The Biſhops remained filent for a confancias' 
while, expeRing his coming ; and ſuddenly he ap- in the 4% 
peared, not accompanied with any Guard, or Soul- ry | 
diers, but with a ſmall number of friends, Euſcbins, ; 
who was there preſent, faith in his Hiſtory, that ne- 

ver was any thing ſcen more admirable then the 


Temple, full of wonders and beaurt.es. T here was to 4O perſon of this Monarch.at the meeting of thisCoun- 


be found that great S.Zames of Niſibis, Paphnnting, 
and Potzwicy. 1 here was Hoſ1us,S. Nicholas the firſt, 
Gregory the tather of our Nazianzen; Spiridion,and 
ſo many ocher worthy men. The good Pope S. Sil- 
veſter could not be preſent thereac, by reaſon of the 
decrepitneſs of his age, bur ſent thither three Le- 
Sates, He/irw , vitus, and Vincentins. The Emperour 
received chem all moſt lovingly, kiſſing the ſcars of 
ſome, and admiring the ſanctity of others, never 


fatisfying himſelf with the modeſty and good dif. F 


courſ- of all, both in particular and general. Amon 
theſe children of God, were likewiſe ſome Satans, 
adherents to Arins, who diſcovered in their eys 
and countenances, the paſſions of their hearts, 
Theſe turbulent ſpirits fearing the aſpe of this 
awful aſſemby, ſoftly ſuggeſted divers calumnies to 
ſurprize the ſpirit of the Emperour, which very na. 
turally retained much goodneſs. And for this pur. 
poſe they preſented to him many requeſts, and ma. 
ny papers charged with complaints and accuſations 
upon pretended homages. Verily theſe proceedings 
were ſufficient to divert this Prince from the love 
he bare to our Religion, were it not that through 


the grace of God, he had already taken very deep. 


root in the faith, 

In the end, todo an a&t worthy of his Majeſty, 
beholding himſelf to be daily burthened with wri- 
tings, wherein theſe paſſionate Biſhops ſpake of no- 
thing bur their own intereſts, he adviſed them to ſet 


down all their grievances, and all the ſatisfaRtions 79 


cil.For beſides that, he was of a moſt gallant ſtature, 
and a ſingular preſence, he was delighted to hold ic 
as it were enchaſcd in r.ch attire. The purple where. 
with he then was clothed, mingling the lulter theres 
of with the rays of pretious ſtones, which ſparkled 
on his head, made reflections of grace and majeſty 
ariſe in the eyes of all the beholders, He paſſed 
through the middle of the Aſſembly , and all the 
Prelates roſe up to do him reverence. Then being 
s come unto his place, he ſtood upright , expecting 
from the Biſhops a ſign given him to fit, which be- 
ing done, and prayer ended, heſate downupona 
golden chair very low,which was placed in the mid- 
dle, to the end he mighr be encompaſſed with ſo 
great a number of caints, -asa Palm with a row of 
Cedars, The others alſo being ſeated near him, E- 
ſtatins, ſeleed out to open the Council, ſtood up, 
and made an Oration, whereof we finde ſome pie- 
ces in Gregory aPrieſt of Ceſarea, which import 


60 tus much: we have very much obligationz O ſacred Maje- 


ſlie, to reader immortal thaxks tothe living God, in that he or wry 
bath made choice of your perſoz to put the Empiie of the warid —_ . 
mnto your hands, and that by your means deſtroying idolatrie, be ging "he 
bath exalted the glorie of his Altais, ard eſtabliſhed Chriſti- Gougcil. 
anite in that tranquilitie which we preſently exyoy. 

It is an att fremthe right band of the Omnipotent, which 
we durſt not hope for in onr days, if God had not made you to be 
born ſor th: good of the univerſal world, It is a prodigte to have 
ſeen you in a ſhort time to calm ſa many tempeſts, diſpoſe ſo ma- 
ay [moaks of ſacrifices to devils, extiipate ſo many horrible 
ſuper(titions, and enlighten ſuch cloudie darkneſs with the rays 
of the knowledge of the tru? God. 

The world, which was bifore polluted with ordures, is purt- 


which they pretended to draw froni thoſe who had ea, the name of Saviour is known to Nations the moſt barba- 
offended them, and preſent them on a day deſign- 


Yous, The Faiber is glvr4fied, the Son adored, the Holy Ghoſt 
declared 


Part 2; 


Qration of 


Conflantine, 


Condem- 
nation of 
VAIN, 


detlared, a Trinitie conſubflantial, that is to ſay, ove ſame Di- 
vinitie in three Perſons, is acknowledged by all the fat. bful. 

That is it, © ſacred Majeſize, which {upporteth the great- 
neſs of your Empire with thoſe three fingers of power, where- 
with 3t heldeth the maſs of the car!th, poixed as it were to 
ſerue as a baſis. AS your felicitie is inſeparably tyed to #18 ho« 
nour, (0 ought you to reverence, defend, and invincibly prot:6t 
all that, which concerneth the glove thereof. 

Behold a ſtrange accident, and which is to us more ſenſible 
then the perſecutzon of Diocletian. They go about to diſ-mem- 
ber the Trinitie, and thruſt the kufe of diviſion into its throne. 
One Arius, who bath taken hu name from furie, a wolf bred a- 
mong us in a ſheeps 1kin, a Prieſt of Alexandria, an enemie of 
the dofirine of Apoſtles and Projhets, bath proclaimed war a- 
gain(t the Son of God, endeavouring to deprive bim of the ef- 
ſence, honour, and powey, which he boldeth equal from all cter- 
nitie with his heavenly Father, 

Thu u it which hath aſſembled us here ts condemn bu errour, 
end moſt humbly to beſeech your Majeſtie, that when you have 
beerd the opinions of all theſe great men here preſent, you will 
bold a ſteadie band upon the preſervation of Apoſtolical dofrine, 
and command all th:ſe to be cut from our body, who will per- 
ſevere in their damnable #pinions,to the end we may breath the 
Chriſtian air in all | iberty, which the world beginneth already ſo 
Pweetly to taſt undey the happineſs of your rergn. 

Then was the time, faith $. Hierom,when the firſt 
trumpet began to ſound _ Arins. After the 
goodBiſhop of Antioch had ended,theEmperour be- 
holding all the aſſembly with a very gracious aſpeR, 
ſpak inLatin,to retain the majeſtic of the RowaneEm- 
pire, and ina moderate tone,thoſe words which are 


coucked in E »ſebixs, the ſenſe whereof we render : 
Venerable Fathers, I muſt needs affirm, that I never deſired 
any thing more paſſionately, then to enjoy your ſweet preſences ; 
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The Soldier; 

lity of voices, fearing leaſt their conteiation might 
ruin their reputation with the Emperour, Ir is 
thought E»ſebizs the Hiſtoriographer was of this 
number , a man ofthe time,who knew how to com- 
ply readily with the humour of thoſe who had au- 
thority and force in their hands. As for the other 
Euſebins,Biſhop of Nicomedia,who bad maintained 
the f:Qtion of Arivs with much paſſion, he ſaw him- 
ſelf ſhamefully fallen from the opinion of his great 


rocredit, ard durſt not refuſe ro ſign the doctrine of 


the Council, Greatly was be ſtreightned in another 
Seſſion, to pronounce excommunication upon Ar;- 
xs his creature, ſaying he was conſerting to the d- 
ciſion of the Courcil,under ſhadow of ſom perplex- 
ed words,which he made uſe of to cover his opinion. 
The fathers ſhutting up their eys to all human rea- 
ſons,and fortifying their arms againſt favour, ſurpri- 
zed this Euſebins, and T heognis Biſhop of Nice, in 
the condemnation of Ariz which they would not 


20 ſ:gn, declaring them upon this refuſal, deprived of 


their Biſhopricks. They interpoſed the authority of 
the Emperour,who ſaſpended the execution,on ſuch 
condition,that they gave fatisfation to the Council, 

Never were men more humbled, namely Exſebins, 
who thought himſelf the all-predominant;for he was 
conſtrained ſpeedily ro retire,and addreſs his requeſt 
to the Biſhops,in terms moſt ſuppliant, in which he 
proteſted wholly to ſubmit himſclt to the decrees of 
the Council ; yet notwithſlandirg he ſpared not to 


and infinitely am 1 bound to Gody'that be bath accompliſhed my 3o Embroil matters with an infinity of wile and malice, 


deſires, grant ing me a bleſſing that I preſer before all the bappi- 
ne/s inthe world, which «to ſec you all here afſembled, and uni- 
ted in will for the glo'y of God, and peace of the Church. 1 pray 
you, fe not the ſtorm to ſurprize ws 1n the haven, thereby to 
ſnatch from us the comfurt which we already have in our hands; 
aud if God bath given 18 vittoiy againſt Tyrants, let us not turn 
our arms againj} our ſcluts, to tear out our proper entrails.It is 
moſt certain,theſe domeſtich troubl:s ere much more to be feared 
then all th: hoſtilities in the world. The ſword of perſecution 
can diſſever nothing but members; but thoſe diviſions tend to the 
ſubverſion of ſouls ; which maketh them (o muth the move dan» 
gero's b:yond common w2rs, as the ſpirit # above the body. 

God having afforded me ſo many viftories, and ſo manse 
proſperities, 1 propoſed to my ſelf, there remained nothing from 
me to ah of him, but an humble achnowlcdeement of bu bene= 
fits, and leiſure to rejoyce with thoſe whom 1 ſaw through his 
favonr in repoſe, ſheltred under the good ſucce[s of mine arms, 
«ad the authoritie of my Laws. It bath heen agrif very ſen. 
ſevle unto me to underſtand of thoſe revolutions,which have paſ- 
ſed in our Citie of Alexandria, and wh ch have afterwa:d 
diſperſed themſelues through the veſt of Chriſtendom. I have 
don all that poſſibly I might in the b ginning to ſlop them, but 
ſeeing the evil increaſed with ſo much danger, I have called 
you hither to apply rhe laſt rem:die. I beſeech you, O venerable 
Prieſts of the livirg God, to preſerve among your ſelves that 
eoncord, Y-hich 1 thnk I may read in your countenances, and 
not to ſuffer yer ſelves tobe deprived of the benefit of [eace, 
fence the Divine providence hath ſelefted you to eſtabliſh it up- 
on Altars, by your prayers far all the veſt of the world. Cut off 
fpredily the root of evil, a1d ſweetly pacifie theſe troubles of the 
Church : you ſþ4ll do a thing maſt acceptable to God ; and as 
for my ſelf, who am your fellow ſervant, 1 (hall b:ld me obliged 
as for « ſingular bene ft. 

The Interpreter explicated the Oration of the 


Emperour in the Greek _ then the propoſiti- 


ons of Ar;zs were read. At the reading whereof the 60 


moſt part of the Biſhops ſtopped their ears for hor- 
rour, as afterward $S. Athanafins obſerved. From 
thence they proceeded to opinons, where the diſpu- 
tation was enkindled on both fides. Conſtantine at- 
forded a ſingular attention to all that was ſaid, peace- 
ably entertained ſentences,encouraged all the world 
ſweetned acerbities which might ſlide into the heat 
of contention, and guided all the affairs to peace. In 
the end, Ariss is condemned, and a form of faith 


conceived for the equality of the Word with the Fa- 70 


ther, whereat many Arians much amazed, failed 
not to ſtrike ſail, and yield rhemſclyes to the plura- 


which made the Emperour open his eyes to confirm 
their ſentence who had condemned him, and ſend 
him into baniſhment, with ſubrogation of another 
in his place,though heafterward by ordinary fubmiſ- 
ſion was repealed. At that time happened a marvel. 
lous labyrinth of affairs, in which began the combats 


235 


of great S. Athanafins, which are to take up another 5, 41hava- 
Hiſtory beſides this , it extending much further be- #*- 


yond the years of Conſtantize. As for the ſucceſs of 


o Arius,after the baniſhment often years,he flil inter- 


medling with factions, found means to be heard in an 
other Council of Feruſalem, where teigning a peni- 
tence artificially counterfeited;he handicd the matter 
ſo by the quan of Euſebins,who was then in fa- 
vour, that he was abſolved, with commandment gi- 
ven to the good Alexander,Biſhop of Conftantinople, 
ro receive him into the communion of the Church. 

The holy Prelate ſtoutly refuſed it, knowing well it 
was an hypocriſie,which tended to annul the decrees 


o of the Council of Nice,and bring confuſion into the 


Church. But Es/{ebins of Nicomedia ceaſed not to 
make armed inhibitions, threatning thar in caſe of 
refuſal, he would deprive him of his Biſhoprick. He, 
who cared not ſo much for the loſs of his dignity,as 
the ſafety of the Church, forſook all theſe ſubrilities 
of Theologie,and exhorting his people to a faſt of ſe- 
ven days, by the Counſel of S.ames of Niſibis.who 
was then preſent , fpared not to macerate his body 
with auſterities, and preſent co God day and nighr 
his humble ſupplications ro divert this ſcourge, In 
the end,the affair being very ſhortly ro be determin- 
ed, he proſtrated his face againſt the earth before 
the Altar, and ſaid : Ay God, if it be true, that A- 


rius 6#ght to morrow t0 be received into the communion 


' of the mou I beſeech you let yonr poor ſervant Al- 


exander go in peace, and not looſe the faithful pecple 
withthe wicked. Bnt if you be reſolved to preſerve 
Jour Church, and I may be aſſured you will do it, lock, 
en the threats of Euſebius, axd deliver not yoar inhe- 
ritance tothe ſcorn of the wicked « bat rather take 
Arius oxt of this world, left we receiving him, may 
ſeems to introduce hereſis and impitty into your ſl 
8: 
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The next day Arias went early in the morning from 
the Emperours Palace, very well accompanied with 
Enſebius,and walked in pomp through the ſtreets of 
Conſtantinople, He was a man more ſubtile then con- 


fident, and it is thought the apprehenſions he had of | 


the iſſue of this combat, put terrour in bim, and this 
terrour cauſed him to ſtep out of the way. Behold 
the cauſe,why being by cbance in the market-place 
of Conſtantinople, he retired into a publick, place of 
eaſe, to ſatishe the neceſlities of nature. Sccrates 
holdeth, he caſt forth a great quantity blood, and 
thereupon falling into a ſwoon, not being able to be 
holpen, be yielded up his wicked ſoul by a juſt pu- 
niſhment from Heaven, leaving to poſterity a per- 
petual deteſtarion of his life, with a horrour of the 
very place of his death, 

Euſcbins cauſed the body to be interred, Alex - 
#xdcy breathed again, and all the Church eriumph- 
ed upon the admiration of the judgments of God, 


ſeeing that he, who had raiſed ſo many bloody Tra- , , 


gedies,was dead in his own blood : and after he had 
infe&ted the ſoundeſt parts of the world with his 
poyſon, vomited up hjs contagious ſoul in the pub. 
lick infetions, drawing on his criminal head the ex- 
ecration of all Ages. 


The twelfth SECT 1 ON. 
The Government of Conſtantine, 


Aving ſhewed unto you the greatneſs of Coy- 

ſtantine in matters of Religion, lec us now be- 
hoid it in his politick government, Ir «4s no ſleight 
note of the vigour ot his ſpirit, that he enterprized 
to make another Rome, and ſo proſperouſly to have 
pertected this his deſign. 

There is found among the Gentiles a certain E- 
pigram inthe ruines of ancient Rome, which ſaid, It 
itood in need of gods to make it, bur there was but 
one God neceſſary to deſtroy it. What may we ſay 
of the courage, prudence, happy ſucceſs of the Em- 
perour in the eſtabliſhment of Conſtantinople > We 
will not make him a God, as the Pagans, but fay,he 
was a man fingularly affiſted by the providence of 
God, in the greatneſs of his undertakings, 

He perceived in this new change of Religion, 
there were in Rome many harſh ſpirits, and that e- 
ven among the principal, whom he could not reclaim 
to Chriſtianity, as his zeal fervently deſired. Behold, 
whether deſirous to conſecrate to God a place bet- 
ter purified from Idols, where he might be feryed 
with more conſent and better judgment , or whe. 
ther he were tranſported with che deſire of honour, 
and the memory of poſterity, he reſolved to build a 
City, which ſhould bear his name, and be, asit 
were, the maſter-piece ofa great Monarch. 

For this pnrpoſe he had ſome defice to build on 
the ruinesof Troy the Great, thinking the fame of 


The Souldier, 


been a very fair City; but 2s Arms ſtrike at all 
which is eminent, ſo had it been infinitely ranfacked 
by many wars happening in the revolution of affairs 
and Ages. Yet it fill ſupported it ſelf with ſome man- 
ner of reputation ,when this great Prince determin- 
ed to amplifie , enrich, and perfe& ir chroughly, 
there to hx the ſeat of his Empire, 

It is added, that himſelf marched round about 
the walls, holding in his hand a half-pike, deſ;gning 
the circuit of his tuture Cexſtantineple: and as he 
ſtill went meaſuring up and down by the aim of his 
eye, one ot his fayourites faid to him: Fmperony, 
how long Will it be ere you make an end ? 1 Will finiſh, 
faith he, when he ſtaies that goeth before me. Which 
made men think there was ſome heavenly intelli- 
gence, that conducted his enterprize, At the ſame 
time he thought he ſaw in ſleep a very ancientLady, 
which in an in(tant was turned into a moſt beauritnl 
Virgin, whom he adorned and attired, ſetting his 
Diadem on her head. Obſerve whar is ſaid of the 
beginnings of Coxſtantinople ; whether ſuch things 
happened with all theſe circumſtances, or whether 
we naturally love to tell ſome ;{trange tales in fa- 
vour of antiquity ; as if theſe fictions were able to 
give it the more credit. One thing is moſt nndoubt- 
ed, which Zofmns, although an enemy to Ceonſtax- 
tine,1s enforced to admire, that the manage ot this 
great deſign was fo proſperous, that in hve or fix 
years a goodly City was ſeen on foot, which exterd- 


o Ed abour one league in circuit beyond the walls of 


Byzantium. 

Conſtantine , who had a holy deſire to equal it to 
ancient Rome, ſpared nothing of all that, which the 
invention of men mighr finde out, coerage utter» 
take, and power execute. He there built Palaces, 
Theaters, Ampitheaters, Cirques, Galleries , 
and other Edifices, infinitely admirable; fo thac 
Saint Hicrom had reaſon to ſay, that Conſtantine to 
attire his Conſt antineple deſpoiled all the ouher 
Provinces, 

It isa Aſaxime among Great-ones, that to make 
a hugh Dragon, it is fit he firſt devour many little 
Serpents, and to raiſe a great City,many much leſs 
muſt be ruined to ſerve for food unto it. The great. 
neſles of God are good deeds, thoſe of the world 
are naturally deſtructions , {or they eat and derour 
their neighbours, as the tree which we call the 7vy, 
which inſenſibly draweth the juyce of Plants grow- 
ing nearunto ir. Iris not expedient there ſhould be 
many greatnefſes inthe world, they would dry Ri- 
vers up, as did che Army of Yerxes, and would im- 
poveriſh each other by their mutual conteſtations. 
Yet notwithſtanding needs muſt there be Majeſty in 
the civil world, to the proportion of elementary. 
And for this cauſe God made Kings, taking a pat- 
tern from himſelf, and commandeth we honour 
them as his living Images : Kings raake the great- 


the place, renowned for its unhappinels through all g, neiles of the world, which are the effeRs of their 


the parts of the habitable world, might contribute 
ſomewhat to the glory of bis name : but he having 
laid the foundations, God gave him notice in ſleep, 
that this was not the place appointed him, and that 
he neceſſarily muſt change the Country : wherear 
being much amazed, yer ſtill perſiſting in his deſign, 
as not throughly ſatisfied upon the will of God, ir 
1s held, che tools and inſtruments of work-men were 
inſenſibly tranſporred over: the Sea to the other 
ſhore, and that an Eagle ſerling upon the Level of 
the Maſter-Archite&, rookitup, and haſtned to 


whither Conſtantine , forſaking the ruines of T rey, 
transferred his great deſigns. it had heretolore 


powers, Needs muſt there be a Conſtantinople that 
poſterity may ſee Conſtaxtine on the back-ſide of the 
Medal, for I think his virtues have repreſented bim 
on the other ſide very honourable. 

At the leaſt, it is a thing exceeding laudable, and 
well conſidered by S. Anguſtine, that in this infinite 
{tore of Pagans, which he muſt yer of neceſlity tole- 
rate, the Emperour permitted not either Temples - 
of 1dols,Sacrifices,orPagan ceremonies. Well might 
he be curious to cauſe from all parts to be brought 
ancient Statues of Marble, Braſs, and other matter, 


Zener and bear it dire&ly to Byzantium for that is the City, .,, which repreſented Jupiter, Cybile, Aercury, Apollo 


Caſtor , and Pollax , and fo many taiſe Divinities, 
which he ſer up in Theaters, Amphitheaters, or Ra- 
* CES, 
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ces, where the courſes of horſes were uſed, and in 0- 
ther publick places. Enſcbins,tollowed by Baronins, 


holdeth , it was to expoſe them to the ſcorn .of the 


Tertul 1. de 
Id0l.cap.s. 


people, which is very hard to believe : for I ſhould 
rather think , that theſe pieces being the moſt ex- 
quifite workmanſhips of the world, and that Coy- 
ſtantine vehemently deſiring the beauty of this Ci- 
ty, could not then refolve upon ſuch aJewiſh zeal, 
as to break and deface them ; but contented himſelt 
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to furniſhit with good ſtore of koly books, well 
written , .the ſuperinterdency whereoi he gave to 
Euſebius of Ceſarea. ; 

Behold the eltatg of his Conſtant inople, which he 
by Edit commanded to be called New Rome, and 
S:czomen aſlureth, that in multitude of people, in a» 
bundance and riches, it ſurpaſſed the ancient:which 
is not very hard for any to believe; who will conſi. 
der Rome in the abſence of Emperours , being then 


with the diſtribution of them into profane places to 10 but as a Palace dif- inhabited : yet could not Zaro- 


give luſtre to his enterprizes, Yet mult we ſay, thar 
though we at this preſent are out of the danger of 
idolatry , rich men of this age have no reaſon to 
ſet up fo readily in their Halls and Cabinets, 7-1»s's, 
Venws's, and Diana's, and ſo many Hiſtories of the 
Metamorphoſis,with ſcandalous nakednels. Tertul- 
lian,an eager ſpirit, purſueth all this as a crime, and 
proveth inthe book he compoſed of Jdolatry, that 
all choſe who co-operate in ſuch works, do worle, 


nius endure $.Gregory Natzianzty's ſpeech who ſaid 
Conſtantinople as —— in his time excelled the other 
Cities, as Heaven. ſurpaſſeth Earth, 

This would ſuffice to ſhew the politick prudence 
of great Conſtantine ;, but it ſhineth alſo in other 
points, of which I think this to be moſt conſiderable, 
that he held for the ſpace of thirty years an Empire 
ſo great, ina time wherein the Emperours had or. 
dinarily ſo ſhorz a reign, that they reſembled thoſe 


then if they ſacrificed to Idols the blood of beafts. 20 creatures, which enjoyed bur one day of life, in an 


© For they offer ( /aith he ) their ſpirit, their indu- 
« try, their travel, and their eſtate ro Satan: and 
** though they have no intention of (in, they mini- 
©* {ter matter to other of offending God, 

| Behold thecauſe, why Conſtantine , although he 
were in an age whereinPaganiſm being ſtill in much 
requeſt, it was very difficult to take away all theſe 
figures, notwithſtanding he diſguiſed them as much 
as he could : witneſs,that a great ſtatue of Apollo be- 


age, when the people were fo apt to revolt, that the 
Sea had not more agitations, then all Kingdoms had 


vicifſitudes , in an eſtabliſhment of Religion very 


new, wherein commotions are commonly moſt dan- 
gerous, We may well ſay this Prince had ſome. 
thingin him above all that which is humane, to ce- 
ment together an Empire of ſo long continuance, in 
affairs ſo diſcordant, 


Itis true, that he tolerated the Se; of Pagans 


ing brought to Coſtantixople, one ofthe beft pieces zo for meer necellity , otherwiſe he muſt bave killed 


that ever had been ſeen in thoſe elder times, he cau- 
ſed a Conſtantine to be made of this Apello,changing 
it into his own Image, and commanding ſome par. 
cels of the venerable Nails of our Saviour to be en- 
chaſed over his head. Ir is in my opinion to this 
ſame Image that he added a golden Globe in the 
hand thereof, and over it a Croſs with this Infcri- 
ption : TibigChriſte, Urbem commenao. Beſides, he 
made three Croſles to be erected, the moſt magni- 


the whole world to make a new of it, The wiſe 
Prince well ſaw it was a thing impoſſible to annihi. 
late ſuperſtition in an inſtant, which had taken ſuch 
deep root for a thouſand years, about which time 
Rome was built : but in this civil peace , which he 
gave to all the Eaſt, he inſenſibly undermined the 
toundations of impiety,and verily by little and little 
it periſhed in his hands. His ſpirits ſparkling like a 
fire, could not reft,but ſeeing the Vagiſtrates of the 


ficent that might then be imagined , and ſet in the 40 Empire were more over-bukſie, yet not diſcharging 


midft of a publick place the ſtatue of che Prophet 
Daxicl among the Lions, all covered over with 
plates of gold, to repreſent a figure of the Reſur- 
reion, And as for his Palace, he cauſcd to be pour- 
traied at the very entrance thereof, the hiſtory of 
the Paſſion, in a moſt exquiſite work, wrought and 
tiſfaed with pretious ſtones, very much reſembling 
Moſaick work, All of it being finiſhed, he made the 
Dedication of the City on the tenth of Afay, and as 


the duty of their places,and that by the greatneſs of 
their power they made themſelves too abſolute, he 
altered the whole government, dividing their char- 
ges, and multiplying che offices of the Empire : for 
which Zoſinens blameth him, not conſidering it was 
the policy of AuguHus Ceſar , reputed one of the 
molt ableſt Princes of the world : and that he, who 
will confider the ſtate of the Empire eſtabliſhed by 
Conſtantine, ſhall finde ſo much order in this great 


it is very probably ſuppoſed, the five and twentieth 59 diverſity, fo much wiſdom in inventions, fo much 


of his Empire, ;conſecrating it to God , in memory 
of the glorious Virgin Afary, and doing great acts 
of liberty to the people , which he commanded by 
his Edits to be continued for perpetuity. Codix ad- 
deth,that he cauſed alſo ſumptuous Edifices there to 
be built for the Chriſtian Senatours, which he drew 
from the City,and made them fo like their lodgings 
they badat Rome,that they were ſo raviſhed there- 
with, as it ſeemed their houſes by miracle had been 


courage in executions, ſo much ſtability in continu- 
ance , that he ſhall haye more cauſe to admire the 
deep counſels of the Emperour, then finde what to 
blame in his government. The ſame Zofmas, as a 
Courtier anda Pagan, extremely diſpleaſed with 
great liberalities which Conffantine exerciſed to- 


wards the Churches, furiouſly taxeth him upon the 
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matter of tributes, ſaying; He invented new, and T2 


exacted them with much violence. 


transferred from Rowe to Conſtaxtinople, The two®9 And yet notwithſtanding there are no tributes 


chief Churches were thoſe of the Apoſtles, and of 


S. Sophia, to whom Conſtantine gave beginning, but 
the greatneſs of the work is due to the Emperour 
7uſtinian, 

Our great Monarch who had his eye open over 
All, forgot not to eſtabliſh a good Colledge in his 
City ,whereunto be drew the choice of learned men 
in all profeſſions, dignifying and adorning it with 
immunitics and great priviledges, in ſach ſort, that 
Aunrelins Viftor called him . nurſing-father of 


ticular care to ere a good Library, and above all, 


under Conſtantine, the uſe whereof is not obſerved 
to have been in the age of the former Emperours. 
For concerning tte impoſt of a certain ſum of gold 
and filyer paid by Merchants from four years to 
four, which the Grecians called Chryſargyros , al- 
though the name were then new, the manner of jr 
could not be fo, ſince the Hiſtoriographer Lampri- 
dins,in the life of Alexander Severns,makes menti- 
on of the gold of Merchants. And as for that which 
was alſoimpoſed upon proſtitute women, it was 


learning; and purſuing this deſign, be took a par- 70 likewiſe under the reign of the ſame Alexander: ſo 
Farl that he who will compare that, which is done befo.e 
” | Conftantine, 
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Conftantine, and that after him in this article, ſhall 
there find much moderation in his proceedings. For 
ſo far was it from him to ſurcharge the people, thar 
he gave a relaxation of the fourgþ part of tributes , 
which is ſo much, as if a King after the ſpace of four 
years paſſed, ſhould free his people for a year from 
ordinary ſubſidies, which would be no ſrral liberality, 
Now concerning the violence whereof this man 
complaineth, the Edifts of Coxſtaxtive teſtifie, that 
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he would not have any man to be ſo much as impri- 1oſmall power over his ſoul,in ſue 


= 4 "it ſoned for monies due to his coffers. True it is, he had 
© toni. 2 liſt of the names of men of quality in the Empire, 
bus, with a tax of their revenews , to enforce them to 
publick neceſſities, and by this means diſcharge the 

r. Otherwiſe it was well known this Prince was ſo 

eed.Ti<ed. zealous for juſtice, that he would not ſuffer even the 
v.55*>- letters of favour obtained from him, ſhould haye any 
power to the prejudice of ancient Laws. And thatif 

any of his favourites had a proceſs, and would beg of 
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le was the cauſe by his fations, that Conſtantine 
almoſt ci\uſed one day three innocent Captains to be 
puniſhed with death, being ill-inform'd , baditnor 
been that $, Nicholas then hiving,appeared in adream 
the ſame night to Conſtantine and Ablavins, threat. 
ning,if they proceeded any further, God would cha. 
fliſe them, which made them ſtay execution, 

Ablavins® rotwithſtanding wes ſo tyed to the 

earth,that the words and examples of his Maſter had 

ſorc,that he had an 

unhappy end,ordinary with thoſe who abuſe the fa- 
yours of God. 

For after the death of Conſtantine , Conſtantins 
who ſucceeded in the Empire of his father, taking 
this man as it were for a Pedagogue, ſo much autho. 
rity had he afſumed unto himſelf, and thinking he 
could not free himſelf of his minority but by the 
death of Ablavinr, cauſed him miſerably to be but- 
chered, ſending two for executours of this com- 
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him to interpoſe his authority for him, he would zemiſhon, men ſuborned, who ſaluted him with great 


leave him to juftice,willing rather to afford him coin 
ont of his coffer,then one ſole word of favour,which 
might diſpoſe the Judges to bend the ballance more 
to one ſide then another, He had his eye upon his Of- 
ficers, and retained them in their dunes, diſcovering 
and chaſtiſing corruptions, and banifhing with his 
whole endeavour all crimes that were againſt the 
law of God, and publick cranquility. 
He was much ſeconded in the adminiſtration of 


ſubmiſſions, and knees bended to the earth, in man- 
ner of Emperour. He, who before had married one 
of the daughters of the Emperour Cexſtaxs, brother 
of Conſtantizs , thinking they would raiſe him to 
the dignity of Ceſar, asked where the purple was. 
They anſwered they had no commiſſion to give it 
him, but that thoſe obs ſhould preſent it, were at his 
chamber door. He commandeth them to bu ſpeedi- 
ly broughr in : Theſe were armed men, who ap. 


affairs by the diligence of Ablaviws, the greateſt fa- 3oproaching near unto him , inſtead of the purple, in- 


vourite of the Prince, and <uperintendent of Juſtice, 
who was verily a man of Judgment, had he not ble- 
miſhed the gifts of God with unſatiable avarice, 

He was ſurnamed T he Bales of fortxne , for the 
many changes which happened in bis perſon. For it 
is held, that he was of very baſe extraction, born in 
Conſtantinople, then called Byzantium ; and that a 
Mathematician arrived in this City upon the inſtant 
the mother of Ab/avius was to be delivered. This man 


flifted a purple death, crarsfixirg him with their 
ſwords, and renting him as a <acrifice. 

If the poor man tollowing his Maſters example , 
had been willing to ſet limits upon his fortune, and 
taken ſhelter ar kaft in the ſ.orm,to meditate upon 
the affairs of his conſcience, he would the leſs have 
been blamed : but naturall deſires have this proper, 
that they are bounded by nature which made them. 
The fantaſes of ambition , which grew from our 


weary of his way,and very hungry,went into an Inn 40opinions have no end, no more then opinion ſubſiſt. 


where he calls for dinner : his hoſteſs was very buſie 
to provide it for him, at which time one came to en- 
treat her roafſiſt a neighbour of hers in her child- 
birth, for ſhe practiſed the office ofa Midwife. This 
made her forſake her gueſt,to help the poor creature 
who was faid to be in great danger if ſhe gave not 
remedy.The buſineſs being diſpatched, ſhe returned 
to her gueſt, who was very angry, and murmured 
with much impatience, he ro appeaſe him excuſed 


her ſelfupon the neceſſity of the accident happened : 50 


bur this notable Aſtrologer, hearing ſpeech of the 
birth of a childe , forſooke the pot and glaſs which 
lie dearly loved, and endeavoured to ſer the Horo- 
ſcope of this Ablavins, newly come into the world. 
and thereupon ſaid ro his hoſteſs, Go ref your neigh- 
bour ſhe hath brought forth a ſen to day,who ſhall be all, 
and have all, but the dignity of an Emperonr. 

I think with Eanapire , that ſuch tales are rather 
made after events,to give credit to judicial Aftrolo= 


ence. For, what bounds will you give to the falſe- 
hoodand lyingof a miſerable vanity,which filleth the 
ſpiric with illuFon, and the conſcience wich crimes ? 
When one gocth the right way, he findeth an end x 
bur when he wandereth a-crolſs the fields, he makes 
ſteps without number,errours without meaſure, and 
miſeries without remedy, 


The thirteenth SE CT1ON. 
The death of Conſtantine, 


T ſeemeth great men who have lived ſo well, 

ſhould never die, and that it were very fic they 
ſill did, what they once have done fo happily. But 
as they entred not into life by any other way then 
that of birth,as men, ſo muſt they ifſue out from this 
ordinary reſidence of mortals, as other men. 

Cerſtantine had already reigned thirty and one 
years, and was in the threeſcore and third of his age, 


gy,then to ſay they have any foundation upon truth. 6oliving otherwiſe in a proſperons old age,and having 


It 1s not known by what means he was advarced, but 
he came into ſo great an eſteem, that he governed the 
whole Empire under Coyftantize, who freely made 
uſe of him,as of a man diſcreet and vigilant in affairs, 
.though much diſpleafed to ſee him tooveager in his 
proper intereſts. And it is ſaid, that walking one day 
with him, he took a ſtick in his hand, and drew the 
lengh of five or fix foot on the earth, then turning 
towards his creature Ablavins, why ſo much ſweat 


a body exceedingly well diſpoſed to the functions 
of life , for he inceſſantly travelled in the duty of 
his charge, without any inconvenience, ordering 
military matters in his minde, inſtituting laws, hear- 
ing embaſſapes, reading, writing, diſcourſing, to the 
admiration of all the world, | 

This good Prince earneſtly deſired the converſi. 
on of all the Great-ones of his Court.Behold why, 
not ſatisfied with giving them example of a perfe& 


and travel ? Inthe end of all, neither I nor thon ſhall 7Clife he inflamed them to good with powerful words, 


have more then this, nay thou doſt wat know whether 
thou ſoalt have it or wo, 


which were to ſouls, as thunder-claps to Hinds, not 


for the delivery of a beaſt, but the produRion of 
falyation, L | A 
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A little before his death, he pronounced in his 
Palace to thoſe of bis Court a very elegant Oratis 
on of the immortality of the ſoul, of the ſucceſs of 
good and evill, of the providence of God in the re- 
compence of pure ſouls, of the terronr of his jaſtice 
npon the-incredulous and reprobate. This: divine 
man handled theſe diſcourſes with ſo much fervour 
amd devotion, that he ſeemed to have his ear alrea- 
dy in heaven, to underſtand myſteries, and enjoy an 
antepalt of Paradiſe, ; | 

A while after he felt ſome little inequality of 
temperature in his body, which was with him- very 
extraordinary ,ſo ſound and well compoſed he was. 
Thereupon he was taken with a fever ſomewhat 
violent, and cauſing himſelfe to be carried to the 
baths, he remained nor long there : for little regar- 
ding the health of his body in compariſon of the 
contentment of Ms ſoul, he was poſſeſſed with a great 
defire to go to Drepanum in Bythinia, a City which 
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perial habit, receiving the ſameduties and reverences, 
as if he had yer been alive,never was there obſerved 
toward any Emperour whatſoever ,cicher fuch great 
concourſe of people, or cordial affetion : not ſo 
much as little children but were touched with a ſen- 
fible grief, as if they had loſt their father. One mighc 
have ſeen among the people ſome confounded with 
ſad and heavy forrow, others to break forth into 
complaints,the reſt to pour themſelves out in devo. 


IO tions and prayer. W hen ancient Rowe heard the news 


of his death, ſhe cauſed the baths ard publick Places 
to be ſhut up,all mirth and ſolace to ceaſe, that they 
might lament the loſs of a molt honoured father, 
The Princes his cluldren Tpeedily arrived at Cey- 
ftantinople, cauſed his obſequies to be performed af- 
ter the manner of Chriſtians,conduQting the body to 
the Sepulchre with the Clergy, wax lights burning, 
and prayers of the Church ordained for the ſouls of 


the dead. For Ex/ebizs, whowas there preſent,ma- 


he ſurnamed of his good mother, where was the bo- 20 keth expreſs mention of the ceremonies, which new 


dy of $. Lucian the Martyr, cowhich he had a par- 
ticular deyorion, 

He being tranſported into this deſired place, feit 
in his heart an alacrity wholly celeſtial, -and for a 
lons time remained in-the Church, notwithſtanding 
the indiſpoſition of his body, fervently praying for 
his own ſalvation, and the univerſall repoſe of his 
Empire. From thence he went direGtly to a Palace 
which he had in the ſuburbs of Nicomedia , where 


Herericks,through great impertinency and maligni. 
ty have endeavoured..to deny for the comfort of the 
dead, | 

- It is a marvellous thing to conſider what power 
virtue hath over the hearts of men, and to behold 
how many divers ſe&s are different in that , which ix 
matter of beleifin Divinity, bur all nocwithſtandings 
agree inthe honour due to honeſty. The Pagans 
would needs canonize Conſtantine 1n their manner, 


feeling the approaches of death, he diſpoſed him- zo and made a God of him, repreſenting himin a ha- 


ſelfe for his lalt hour, with the marks of a piety tru- 
ly Chriſtian. His Princes and Captains. who heard 
him ſpeak of death, being delirous to divert his mind 
from this thought, ſaid, He was become too neceſſa- 
ry for all the world, and that rhe prayers of all men 
would prolong his life. But he,Of what do yon ſpeak to 
me, as if it were not true life, to die to ſo many dead 
things, to live with wy Saviour ? No, this here us not 
a death, but a paſſage to immortality, If you love me, 


riot, harneſſed out with four horſcs, as flying above 
the clouds,and a hand ſtretched from Heaven, which 
made ſhew to hold himin this molt blefſed manſion 
of immortality, The Greek Church hath honou. 
red his memory, as of a Saint, ali/hough Conſtantine 
had fo humblean opinion of himſelf , chat itis very 


likely he ordained by his Tetament, which was at-' 


terward ſeen ro be executed in his funerals, that his 
body ſhould be interred not in the Church of $S. Pe. 


binder nct my way ;, 0#e cannot go too ſoon to God, This ,o ter and S. Paul, but before the porch : efteeming 


ſpoken, he diſpoſed of his laſt Will with a conſtant 
judgement and couragious reſolution, declaring in 
| bis Teſtament the eſtate of affairs be would eſtabliſh, 
evenin the leaſt particulars, and very well remem- 
bring all his good ſervants, for whom he ordained 
penſions and rewards for every one according to his 
meric. 
He divided the Empire between his three ſons, 
at that time abſent ; and having diſtributed their ſe- 


himſelfe moſt happy, if after he had borne the prime 
Diadem of the world, he might ſerve as a porter to 
a {imple fiſherman, 

I now aske of you, my Reader , who have conſi- 
dered the beginning, progreſs, and end 6f this Mo- 
narch,where may you finde one more elate in greats 
neſs of courage, more generous in his enterprizes , 
more prudent in his carriage, more fortunate in ſuc- 
ceſſes, more conitant in his perſeverance ? Poyze a 


veral ſhares with great providence, he gave tO Cox- 59 little, and pur in a ballance che glory of his armes , 


fantins the Empire of the Faſt, leaving a Will ſeal. 
ed with his own ignet in the hands of a certain Prieſt, 
whom he appointed to deliver it immediately to 
bis ſon, which he did : and afterward Conſt autizes 
ſo much honoured this man, that being inflexible to 
all other, he onely obeyed him as a God. The dif- 


the happineſs of his conqueſts , the wiſdom of his 
laws : what . virtue think you had he here occa- 
ſion to make ule of, to ſer a new face upon a whole 
world, to oppoſe Armies with iron, ſtraragems with 
prudence, rebellion of untamed fpirics with mild- 
neſs? What arm to reſiſt the torrents of iniquity ? 
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poſe of his temporal affairs being ſerled, he trans What ſtroke to connterballance the inclinations 
ferred all his thoughts. to familiar diſcourſes which of wills, and (wift morions of an univerſal world, Greatneſs 
be had with God, and yeilded up his moſt happy Verily 1 muſt affirm A»guſtns Ceſar was a great Jy... 
foul on the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, the 22. of May a- gg Prince , for that he changed the face of the State of * 
bout mid-day, in the year of our Lord 337. a mighty Common-wealch, built up a vaſt Empire , 

The fouldiers and officers who waited next his bur not to flatter, nor raiſe our Princes above their 
perſon, not thinking his end ſo near at hand, upon . merit with the intereſt of our own cauſe,” we ſhall 
this news were ſeized with a greif ſo outragious, find this man had ſorathing in him much greater, I 
that tearing cheir cloaths , and proſtrating them- admit the other ſeemeth ro you more fubrile if you 
ſelves upon the earth, they. bewailed their Emperour conſider him in the maturity of prudence he ſhewed 
with complaints, which rather reſembled yellings in his elder days , notwichſtandins if you behold 
then mdderare ſorrow, calling him, Their Sovereign him in all the parts of his life, you ſhall finde great 
Lord,their good Maſter + commen Father of theworld vices therein : I ſay not only of impurity.or neglect, 

His body was pur into a coffin of gold, covered ,Q but of wickedneſs and inhumaniry : which was the 
with purple, to carry it to Conftantinople , where ir cauſe that he having one day in a banquer taken the 
was many days expoſed in his Palace attized in Im- ſhape of Apo/o, thoſe _ him named him * 
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linem Tortorem, Aroflo the Hangman. | go not about 
at this time to ſearch into the vices either of the 
one or other, I admit that Coxftaztine though def- 
cended of the moſt noble bloud of Rewanr,and as for- 
tunate as ever Angrſtus,was in his beginning ſome- 
what cruel: Yet no man can deny, bur that 1n mili- 
tary virtue, he inall points ſurpaſſed Argyſtns Ce- 
ſar, who was never put into the rank of the molt 
warlike Princes, 


The HOLY COURT. 


The Souldier, 


went he about tochuſe Chriſtian Religion, at that 
time when the molt part of the world, was ingulted 
in Gentiliſm ? Behold AMaxentlus, who according 
to the erdinary cultom of the people of Rowe, cau- 
ſed the pretended books of $yb;4s to be turned 0. 
ver, conſulted with Argures, offered facritices : 
This gave him a reputation of piety with a people 
as much infidel as himſelf : W hy did not Conſtantine 
purſue the ſame ways : Why did he ſet the ſign of 


Part 2, 


Let us not hereoverprize the ſupereminency the 1© the Croſs on his Standards, eſteemed fatal ard of ill 


one had above the other in this point : Let us ore'y 
compare them in quality of founders of new Eltates, 
The one made a new world civil; and the other a 
new world Chriſtian, 1 be one to do what he cid , 
found a 7alins Coſar, who before-hand cut out his 
work for him: the other hewed forth a way through 
rocks,flames, thorns, wholly involved with contrari- 
ety.The one arranged men under a civil ſubmiſsion 
in recovery ot a Monarchy , which is an ordinary 


thing: The other without arms diſarmed them from 25 


the affection they bare to their ancient ſuperſtition, 
which every well underſtanding Judg will eſteeme a 
matter very difficulc , becauſe ordinarily men are 
very obſtinate to retain the belieſs which they have 
held from father to ſon , thtough the revolution of 
many ages. Finally, Argzſtns laid he founda City 
of ſione, ſpeaking of antient Reme, and had made 
of it a City of marble , but Conſtantine might boaſt 
to have raiſed a Rome wholly new in the eſtabliſh- 
ment of his Conſtantinople. 

It is aMirmed by the Pagans themſelves, who ne- 
ver attributed any- thing to Conſtantine above his 
merit,that he was at the leaſt ſay they before his bap- 
tiſm, comparable to all the greateſt Princes of the Ems 
pire. Emtropins,a ſoulcier of 7alianthe Apoltata,who 
little loved Chriſtian Princes,is inforced through a 
truth to confeſs,that he was (d) A great man,having 

74) Vir i quelitirs ond virtues « f a:ind and body moſt imnaner- 
gen, Is. #b(e,and thot his fortune bring very great he had not- 
nuers in &0 withſtana'ng tquralled it by his induſtry and merit, Be- 
Mt _ bold a teſtimony from the mouth of an enemy. 

[| would here willingly demand of Afachiavel,who 
ern [611% 31> Treatiſe he compoſed of a Prince, ſaid : That 
lo preſicrs he which in all thinos would hold a ftrift rrofeſsion of 


{utes Olart- 


fun - VE ap howeſt man,cannot lon continue 1n the cCompan of 
"K773 114 HI - x 4 

ho others as are of n» eſteeme;, and that it 1s neceſſary 
res mas. for 4 Prince who will maintain his own power, to lears 
ſtrians, 


en ince Bew he may ſometimes be withed, and to prattiſe it ac- 


cording to the neceſſity of affairs: And in his State-Diſ- 


CAP. 2. 


preſage inthe minds of the moſt part of his army ? 
W har favour might he then expeR from Chriſtians? 
Would he draw treaſures from them ? They were 
deſpoiled of all.Pretended he to raiſe huge armies of 
them tor his ſervice ? They were ſo cut down, that 
one onely month ſaw ſeventeen thouſand heads up. 
on the ground, did he perſwade bimfelf there was 
much ſtrength in their Religion ? They were all ej- 
ther maſſacred, maimed, or bariſhed. Did he: looke 
for counſel > They were men eſteemed void of lear- 
ning or Policy. Nid he hope for credit ? They were 
trampled under foot like dirt in the ſtreets, 

Why thendid a man reputed of ſo excellent judg- 
ment, contine Is intereſts to theſe miſerable crea- 
tures? Heſlood in need for the accomodation of 
his affairs of a Kowayn Senate, ard it was Pagan, He 
wanted good Captains, and they were in a manner 
all Gentiles. He muſt have Forts, and they all held 
{or ancient ſuperſtition. What doth he go abour ? 


30 And yer behold in a time wherein his affairs leaſt 


ſeemed to require it, he takes the marks of Chriſti- 
anity, and with them haftned to affail the army of 
Maxentius, compoſed of a hvndred threeſcore and 
ten thouſand footmen. and eighteen thouſand horſe, 
be himſelf according to the relation of thoſe, who li. 
vedin the very lame tirne,baving in this conflict, but 
very ſmall troops, From whence cometh it, that he 
in ſo ſhort atime, and with ſo few people, deteated 
ſuch formidable powers ? Not ro bely the matter , 


40 had thele men been bur earthen (tatues, they mighc 


make reſiſtance. Had they but been an army of ſheep 
they might weary the ſouldics of Cexſtantize to cut 
their throats. } rom whence comes it they were ſo 
ſoon deteared ? From whence comes it, that Max. 
entins lo baſcly berook himſelf to the ſtratagem of a 
bridge, which he prepared for his enemy ? from 
whence comes it that a Roman Senate, which had 
confirmed ſo many Edits againſt the Croſs,a people 
bred up in the horroxr of the crucified ſhould readi. 


and up9 courſes well diſcovereth he is of opinion, a Prince gg ly receive a man, who entred into Rowe with the 


her. De: | = q 
cad. chap, ſhould cheriſh the Religion which moſt ſuiteth with 


12.14. dis detigns whatſoever they are. 

art ann I ſhould willingly know of all choſe that purſue 

of God a- the like Maxims with this corrupt ſpirit, what they 

_ would here anſwer me, upon the progreflion of the 

cy, fortune of Ceyftantine. Verily behold herea State- 
wiſdom, whereunto the pen of this Secretary, who 
pretended ability in ſome petty humane tracks,can. 
not arrive, Behold a light, whereat all theſe eyes are 


Creſs, and the name of the crucificd upon his Stand- 
ard? From whence comes it, that on the trium. 
phal Archdedicated ro him, he would have no men- 
tion of Reman Gods? At the leaſt, according to the 
counſel of the Sectaries of the Florentine Secretary, 
he ſhould difſemble his Religion, he ſhould give 
way to time , he ſhould make himſelf outward- 
ly a, Dieclctian , and inwardly, if needs he would, 
a Conſtantine, Will any one ſay, he was at that time 


dazled.Behold an abyfs,where all carnal men are loſt 69 a man victorions, who came to give law, and 


it we will well reckon them up, we ſhall find twelye 
or thirteen,who in ſeveral ways argue upon the Di- 
adem with Ceonftantine.By what degrees hath the di. 
vine providence conducted him to the Sovereignty 
of the Empires of the world ? 1s it by thoſe, which 
Monhieur Nich:las Machiavel bath preparedro lead 
his prince in? If one muſt diſpoile himſelf of inno- 
cency tobe re-inveſted with the Robe Imperial , 
why did Conſtantine take the way of Empire by that 
of ſanctity? If uſe muſt be made of Religion, as of 


an inftrument of State, and that taken which hath /®© 


the moſt credit in the opinion of the people, why 


not receiveit ? But who ſaw nor, that his forcune 
being as yet in the bud, he was to walk towards 
Empires as on thorrs, fearing above all things to r= 
ritate inthe change of Religion the principal ſpirits, 
of the Eaſt and Weſt, who were paſſionately affe. 
Red rowards their Set? 1 affirm Maxentivs the 
Defendor of the Gods , ruinated himſelfe by his ill 
government, Lycinizs was yet on foot , Se. verily 
Lycinius an ancient Souldier, who had waxed oldiin 
arms, and had never arrived to the Empire but by 
his valour, drewin the end all the party of Genti. 
I;ſm,with torces innumerable both by Sea and Ls, 

which 


Part 2. 


Advice to 


the Nobilt- 


ry. 


which ſeemed able to ſwallow many worlds, He 
made nſe of the counſcll of Monſieur Afachiavel,he 
proteſted he took arms for the defence ot the Gods 
and Altars of ancient Religion, againſt a man who 
ſought to introduce a barbarous ſect into the World, 
Was not this a matter very ſpecious in the times , 
when the ſuperftition of Gentiles was exalted by E- 
dis of Emperours to the higheſt degree of honour ? 
Lycinins notwithſtanding is beaten,overthrown, rui- 
ned, both by ſeaand land, although he were one of 
the moſt inventive in the ſubcleties of thearc milica- 
ry, of the moſt reſolute for execution, and the moſt 
ſtubborn, to make up = a deſperate fortune, 

O you Nobility, what ſhall we ſay hereupon ? 
Muſt we not confeſs there is one God in Heaven, and 
not any other God, but that of Conſtantine, who gi- 
veth Kingdoms,eſtabliſherh Scepters, and cementeth 
Crowns ? If all this proceeding had been an extra- 
vagancie of paſſion, we might attribute one part of 


186 HOLY COURT, 


The Souldier, 


But this unfortunate Prince, inſtead of following 
the ſame belief of his father, haſtned to throw him- 
ſelt violently into the novelties of the 4rians;where- 
of Ammianus the Hiſtorian, who was a Pagan ſoul- 
dier,veryaptlyreprehendeth him, ſaying,he had done 
himſelf great wrong, for thac in itead of preſervin 
Chriſtian Religion 1n irs ſimplicity, he had imbroi]- 
ed ard Halſified it wath noveliſm, uſing more per- 
piexity to ſearch our ſubtleties,then gravity co paci- 


to fie the Church : For he by this means, ſai: h he, ſtir= 


red up an inhnite number of diſſerions , which he 
nouriſhed with diſputes and quirks of words , ſo 
that vnder his reign you ſhould never ſec B.ſhops 
but riding poſt over &s fields ro bold Synods, ihere- 
by to draw all Chriſtendom to the Empe: ours par. 
ty. This was the cauſe that there wcre aimoit no 
horſes nor Courriers to be found for ihe affaices of 
the Empire,ſo much were they imployed in voyages 
which were made for theſe goodly Councels, 


it to the hazard of Wars, the other to the valour of 20 He hath excellently well expreſſed in few words the 


Souldiers, and ihe laſt , to the heat of the firſt en- 
counters. But to hold an Empire thirty and one 
years, with ſo great an equality, ſo accompliſhed a 
felicity, ſo ſecure a peace, from the time of his lalt 
conqueſt, what may one anſwer to this ? 

From whence is it, that Cenftantixe having forſa- 
ken ancient Rome, of purpoſe to build a faire City , 
where Cod might ſincerely be honoured, and ado- 
red, without any commixtion of Gods or Altars of 


nature of Conſtantins , for he was perpetually buſi. 
ed in theſe litigious wranglings of the hereſie of 4- 
rians,afſembling Conventicles of his falſe-Biſhops to 
condemne the Orthodox. From whence it came to 
paſs,that hated of men,and forſaken by God, he led a 
life full of jealouſies, ſuſpictons, diftutbances, and 
which is worſe,defiled with blood and maſſacres. 

In the end, having heard the news that 7 «/iay the 
Apoſtata his couſin, whom he had before declared 


Gentils, which he as yet thcough neceſliry mult ro- 30 Ceſar,was among the Gauls,and ſaluted Emperour, 


lerate at Rome yet nothing was changed inthe Weſt? 
was there want of men to undertake it ? The great- 
eſt of the Senate were in a manner al! Pagans. Were 
there not people enough to make reuolts > They 
were as much inclined thereunto as ever.Were there 
not ſouldiers to ſupport the enterprizes of thoſe 
who had a deſire to rebel ? There was as many and 
perhaps more art that time, as at any time before. 
From whence then proceeded this ſweet tranquility, 


and having paſlcd through 7t4 y, cameto preſent 
himſelfin Thrace,he went ſpeedily out to reſiſt him, 
and fell into ſuch deſperate furics, that on his wa 
he was ſurpriſed with a ſhar pe feaver,which (© broil« 
ed his body, that they durſt no more toucl. him then 
a burning tornace. 'I his malady in few dayes berca- 
ved him of foul and Empire, leaving the one to the 
judgment of God, and the other to 7lias. 

Behold what became of this deplorab e Prince, in 


but that the great Angel-ProteRour of Conſtantine, 49 the one and fournieth year of his age, for having be- 


Siven unto him by the living God, held one foot on 
the Eaſt, and another on the Weſt, to proteR,, pre. 
ſerve, and honour a man, who had defended, main. 
tained, and reverenced rue Religion, 

Oh Nobility,let no man go about to confine your 
hearts to theſe ſlender and wretched policies, which 
ruine all generoſity, Whileſt your Anceſtours {in- 
cerely honoured the God of Cenftantine, of Char- 
lemaign, and S. Lews, and whileft they with all fin- 
cerity manured the piety of their predeceſſours, 


trayed the Religion of his father , the graviy ard 
modeſty obſerved in him,which was the cauſe ke was 
never feen to ſpit, nor wipe his nofe, ror torn his 
head in publick, nothing availing him © ler g.hen our 
his life, ?zlian, Nephew and ſon-in-law ot great 
Conſt antine, for he eſpouſed Hel:xa lifter of Crt: pas, 
took inſtantly the government of the whole Empire 
upon him, and would needs overth ow all that 
which his uncle had done in matter of Religion. 

Let usconl'der a little wi:hour paſſion ihe tiocable 


without any mixture of novelties, factions,ard ſub. 55 extravagancies of this ſpi:ut , who contemnirg ihe 


tleties, they flew like Eagles to the conqueſt of Pro- 
vinces, and made their arms reſplendent almoſt in 
ſo many places, as the ſun enligh:neth with his rays, 
Now they endeavour to per{wade you, that fol. 
lowing a petty ſpirit of wrangling , wh:ch fubmit- 
teth Religion to intereſts,you ſhall make up to your 
ſelves golden fortunes , when indeed experience 
daily reacheth you, they are but of gilded ice, and 
are melted under the lightning of Gods juſtice, 

Open your eyes to that, which | preſent you in 
this hiſtory, behold yer, if you pleaſe, as you paſs 
along, the ſequel and proceedirg of the ſucceſſours 
of Conftantize. He lefe three ſons, the one called 
by his own name, the other Conſtantixr, from the 
name of his Grand-father, and che third Conftans. 
Conſtaxt ine and Conſtans lived r.ot long : the whole 
Empire which was divided between chree, was re- 
united under the power of Coaſt :ntixs, who verily 
was an enemy to the ſuperſtitions of Gentiles, tor 
which God gave him great yiRorics againſt the Ty- 
rant AAagnentins, 


piety of Conſtantive, ſought to eſtabliſh himſelte by 
all the ways , which the poor policy of earch ſug- 

eſtech to thoſe who have renounced heaven. To 

peak to the purpoſe, we muſt affirm, this man had 
all the qualities which Af-yfierr Machiavel gave to 
his Prince. 'f diflimulation may be uſcd ior a King- 
dom, never was a lamb more milde than this young 
man at the Court of Cexſtantins, to take all ſuſpict- 
ons from him,which he conceived of his near allies, 


60 and although he already entertained molt miſchic- 


vous thoughts in the matter of Chriſtian Religion, 
he fo covered them by the publik profeſſion he 
made of it, that the very Enxxchs who had all 
charge moſt narrowly to prie into his ations upon 
this point, obſerved nothing therein which tended ro 
alreration in Religion.But far otherwiſe, about the 
age of ſixteen, he cauſed his hair ro be cut, and vow- 
ed himſelf to the Church, as a Pririce mo{t Religious, 

who thought little on the Empire ofthe world. 
And after,when he was ſent into France,alchough 
be uſed ftrange ſuperſtitions and witchcratts, riſing 
up 
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vp in the night to pray to Aercary,co whom he de- 
dicated much devotion,yet did he alſo notwithſtan- 
ding celebrate the feaſts with Chriſtians : and that 
which beſides is moreconſiderable,when he was pro- 
claimed Emperour, though he had an enraged de- 
fire towards it , and that all this folemnity was 
throughly. agreed upon by his cunning, yet feigned 
he to have all the averſions in the world againſt it, 
& cauſed himſelf to be carried to the throne, as one 
would draw anunruly Sacrifice to the ſlaugher, 
What ſpirit was ever more diſſembled then this 
man's ? 1t, as ſaith the Secretary,a Prince ſhould en- 
deayour to have virtues in appearence which may 
render him acceptable in publick, though he be not 
to take much pains to have them in effect, never did 
any man better put on the mask of much honeſty 
then this, For in the fortune of Emperour, he would 
ſeem like the moſt mortified Steick of all that SeR, 
ſhewing himſelf ſo chaſt, that never might you hear 


The Souldiucr, 


rook upon the beginning of his Empire, confounded 
all his Army, led his Caprtains to flaughter , was 
bimſelfflain as a Victim. And the ſege Politicians 
which beeyer badinhis Army, inſtead of Prieſls 
and Piſhops, drew him to death , to ſerve as a ſpe- 
Qacle of confuſion for the ore, ard matter of mirth 
for the other. 

May we not well ſay,O Nobility,that theſe ſpirits 
who divert your hearts from the chaſt beliefs of 


Io Jour Anceſtors, from the purity of faith, the candor 


of a good conſcience, to invenom them with a do- 
arine of impiety, policy, and treachery, under co. 
lour of humane wiſdom, are the plagues of States, 
the ruines of houſes, and the fatal hands to annihi. 
late greatneſs, 

I will not infer for a neceſſary concluſion, that all 
ſuch as live in the fear of God and in integrity, muſt 
ever have pleaſing ſuccefles according to the world 
in the manage of temporal affairs: this is not a thing 


one ſole miſ.- becoming word fall ſrom his lips : ſo 2& abſolutely promiſed to us by God, We have nor 


ſober, that he gave an example to the moſt auſtere 
Monks ; ſo negligent in the neatneſs of his body, 
that he much gloried to fee vermine run up and 
down on his beard,which he wore very long,to play 
the Philoſopher in all kindes , ſo patient , that he 
many times endured all ſorts of affronts and ſharp 
words from mean men, no more moved thereby to 
anger then a ſtone. 

if it muſt needs be, according to the ſame Max- 


ſold bim our fidelity and chriſtianityupon ſuch con- 
dition, that he ſhould {till afford us the bread of 
cos, and farour us with ſelicities, which he impart- 
eth to Sarazexs and Afores. I know good Chriſtian 
Princes way be afflicted , ſometime for the puniſh- 
merit of certain ſins , which they with too much in. 
Culgerce have permitted : ſometime for a trial and 
ſpectacle of their virtue; ſometime ro teach ug 
there is another life for the children of God, fince 


imes, that a Prince to procure eſtimation , ſhould zo they inthis ſame are ill entreated , ſometime for 


perform great enterprizes, this man was no ſooner 
ſeated in his Throne, but that he practiſed admirg. 
ble policies, and bhaſtned to make war on the Per- 
fiens, toimitate Alexander the Great,to whoſe vir- 
tues be aſpired, If needs ſome remarkable at muſt 
be done inthe beginning, he at his entrance profeſ- 
ſing Paganiſm, repealeth the Bifhops,which Conſt ayr 
tics a Chriſtian Prince had baniſhed. If liberality 
muſt be uſed,this man gave all,and ſaid his treaſures 


cauſes which the providence of God involveth as in 
a cloud, repleniſhed with obſcurity and darkneſs, 
Yet ſhall you finde in reading Hiſtories either di- 
vine or humane, that all thoſe who have progreſſed 
on with true feeling of God,and with the lightnings 
of integrity ,and touches of a good conſcience, which 
Nature provideth for every man , have commonly 
been the moſt expeRed, the beſt beloved, the molt 
bappy, and moſt permanent. 


Part 2. 


were better among his friends, then with himſelf. If 40 


And to ſpeak with S. Anoſtine, would not they *: U'b-5- 
excellent Maſters in every Art and <cience are to 


a6 Civicare 


ever be molt happy,if they h-d no other {elicity, but pci.cop.:4 


be cheriſhed, this man did it with much paſſion, 

From whence then proceedeth it, that with all 
thoſe goodly parts of Afachiae!'s Prince, he hath fo 
little proſpered , reigning but one year and ſeven 
months, and dying ſ{trucken with a blow from hea- 
ven, which the Pagans themſelves contels to be ig- 
norant from whence it came, and dyirg in a frenzy, 
which cauſed him to fill his hand with bis own blood 
and cry, Thou, O Galilean haſt overceme, and lea- 
ving in his death a memory of his name ſo odious 
to all polterity. 

The poor man forſaking the way already ſo hap. 
pily beaten by Sn—_ ,] unluckily haſtneth to 
joyn amity with thoſe wiſe Politicians, who had all 
Plats's Common-wealth, who efteemed themſelves 
the moſt accurate in the government of the World, 
who promiſed him by theſe wiles he praRiſed, the 
abſolute extirpation of Chriſtianity , and to make 


to be juſt in their commands, moderate in their for- 
tunes, humble among ſervices, modeſt in praiſes,and 
f-1chful ſervants of God, in Empires ? Wherein 
conſiſtech the bappineſs of man, it it be nor to fear 
God, ſo to fear nothing elſe ? If 1t be not to love a 
Kingdom , where we no lorcer may dread tohave 
companions? If it be not to pardon injuries through 
clemency, and not'revenge crimes, bur by juſtice? 


o If it be not to be chaſt inthe liberty of pleaſures ? 


If ir be not rather to command over our own paſ- 
{:ons, then Cities and Provinces ? 

Bchold the principal felicity of great Conſtantine, 
which you ought, O Noble Men, to take for your 
model, Do in your own houſes what he ated in 
an Empire : eftabliſh there conſtantly the fear and 
love of God, Baniſh vices, ashe from his City of 
Conſtantinople, the Temples and Victims of falſe 
Gods , that the honour of the Croſs may ſer a ſeal 


him the moſt awſul and moſt glorious of all the Em. 60 on all your thoughts , all your counſels, all your 


perours of the world. And I beſeech you, what be- 
came in the end of all theſe promiſes, but dreams, 
illuſtons, and vapours? 

Conſtantine under the holy Philoſophy of the 
Crols, reigned more then thirty years, Conſtantine 
waged preat wars, had great victories, great tri- 
umphs, was attended by great Councils, great Ci- 
ries. Conſtantine left a Religion, ſo eſtabliſhed, that 
the malice ofan Ariay ſon, nor the Policy of a 


enterprizes ; that your examples may ſerve to God 
as Amber, and Adamant, to attract ſo many hearts 
of Straw and [ron, as are now inthe world , to the 
love of virtue, that theſe duels of Gladiatours, con- 
deraned by Ccyſtantine., may be the horrour of 
your thoughts, and deteſtation of your hearts , that 
Devotion, Chaſtity, Humility, Patience, Charity ; 
Virtues fo familiar to this great Monarch , may 
make an honourable warfare , which ſhall poſſeſs 


new Apoſtara could not extinguiſh it. Conſtantine 70 your heart , and that all of them may there reign, 


never entred into any battel where he came not off 


victorious, And 7#lias in the firſt war he under- 


each onein particular with as ample Empire, as all 
of them in general, 


THE 


Part 2. 


The $ peter men; 
THESTATESMAN. 


To STATES-MEN. 


Thi: HOLY COURT. 


SIRS, A. 
| Ince God hath put the government of People, Juſtice, and moſt important Afoairs into 
your hands ; he hath likewiſe raiſed you upon @ high degree of honoxr, to be looked on 
in Offices, no otherwiſe then as Stars in the Firmament, 

Your Dignities are Obligations of Conſcience, that bind » 4 the Chains of M E- 
DAA, and [cortch weak Souls in Purple and Gold : but which on the other part afford t ge- 
nerons ſþtrits a perfeRt luſtre of Divinity. The more light a body emjoyeth, [ay the Learned, [a 
much the more oupht it to have of participation and favourable influences for objefs which are in 
a much lower degree then it, So likewiſe muſt we neceſſarily ſay, that your qualities, which prant 
you nearer approaches to the ſource of Greatneſs, and embell;ſh you with the Rays of the a1ajeſty 
of a Prince, do moſt particularly oblige you to all the preat Virtues which concern the IWeal-publick, 

It oftentimes happeneth, that thoſe who fly from charges and affairs, under pretext of trangquis 
lity of ſpirit ,if they be not well reftified therein, finde in ſtead of repoſe a fpectous flup; iſhneſs ; 
and thoſe, who make profe ſſron of Arms , if they take nat good heed, ſufſermg all the innocency of 
the Golden Age to languiſh, make themſelves virtues of the Iron Age. But your conditions, which 
bave a certain temperance of life more (weet, accompanied with laudable imployments, open the 
way to you, which maketh and crowneth merits. Yet ts there need of a Soul very able to preſerve 
it ſelf frncerely in charges, among /o many corruptions, and of a heart perfety purified, to link it 
wholly to the intereſts of God,who with three fingers of bis power ſupporteth Eſtates and Empires, 

That u the cauſe,why I offer this Treatiſe,not ſo much to give Maxtmes of State,of which there 
are always enough to be found ; as ſometimes to awaken a good Conſcience, which ts a true Ray 
refleed from the eternal Law, to the end that among ſo many temptations of Honour , and ſuch 
burthens of Affairs, it may loſe any part of hu vigour. If you deign to [pend ſome hours of your 
leaſure hereon, it perhaps will not be unprofitable ; for at leaff that will let you ſee a States-man, 
as rare as a Phentx, and as pure as an Angel, But if thu conſideration furn;ſh you with any 
good thoughts for your perfeition, I ſhall eſteem my ſelf well recompenſed for the ſervice, which I in 


this work have vowed to your eminent qualities. 
The STATES-MAN. 


The firſt SECT 1 ON. 
The excellency of Politick Virtnes. 
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Have ever made account ofthe diviſion of 
Virtues which che Plar-niſts uſe, when they 
call the one Purgative, the other i]lumina- 
tive, thethird Civil, and che laſt Exemplar, 

Purgative virtues are thoſe, which give to 
our ſouls the firſt rin&ure of ſanity. For they take 
our heart wholly poſſeſſed as it is yet with earthly 
paſſions, and diſcharge it from ſo many imperie&i- 
ons which ordinarily corrupt nature,to give it a taſt 
of heavenly things. Illuminative afford us day-lighr, 
when we have vanquiſhed the agitations of ſenſe, 
and eſtabliſh us in the ſweetneſs of ſome repoſe, 
where we begin to bebold the entrances, progrefles, 
and iſſues of the world wherein we are placed, and 
the courſe ofthis great Comedy, called life. The 
Civil draw us out of our ſelves, to apply us to our 
neighbour, and to render every one his due accord- 
ing to his degree, in the good converſation betwixt 
man and man. Exemplar proceed much furcher in 
perfection , for they expoſe themſelves in publick, 
to ſerve as models for others, and appear in charges 
and digniries, in the government of Kingdoms,Pro- 
vinces, Cities and Commonalties, This 1s it which 
T call here the virtue of a-States-mn,, taking-the 
word generally, not only for thoſe who are enza- 
ged in the manage of Monarchies , Soveraignties, 
and Republicks ; but alſo for ſuch as exerciſe ju. 
Rice, and other principal charges of civil life, We 


muſt affirm this politick virtue which maketh true 
States-men,js a rare piece,and,as it were, the cream 
and moſt purified part of wiſdom, ſeeing that nor 
contertins it ſelf with a lazy knowledge of virtue, 
itlaboureth to build, adorn, and eſtabliſh che civil 
world by the maintenance of juſtice, without which 
inthe ampleſt Kingdoms are the greateſt chetts, 

If the World be a Harp, as ſaith che eloquent Sy- 
x:fixs, Juſtice windeth up the ſtrings, ſtirreth the 


EF vxrellent: » 
bus ingemus 


to fingers, toucheth che Inſtrument, giveth life to the cirrwr <efoe 


rit ars, ana 


airs, and maketh all the excellent harmonies. Ifthe 7-7 
world be a Muſick-book, framed of days and nights, genr. q«m 
as of whiteand black Notes, Juſtice direRtech, and = _ 
compoſeth, Ifir be a Ring, Juſtice is the Diamond. x bei] 
If it be an Eye, Juſtice is the Soul.'f1; be a Temple, lib-2- 
Joftice is the Altar, All yieldeth to this virtue,and 5 ,,0 
and as it is enchaſed in all laudable ations, fo all Fufics te- 


laudable aRions are incorporated in juſtice. It is an £***7<- 


clarioy oxa- 


_ engine much more powerfulin effet chen was that us mr4- 
20 of Archimedes in Idza : for it doth that in King. {#3 quia 


bonum com- 


doms, which this man could never ſo much as ima- ,,,,..,.. 
gine in his minde,, - though ambicious enongh inin- einer bone 
ventions.. It maketh, 1 ſay, Heaven to deſcend on {5% 
earth, and earth to mount up to Heaven : Heaven adrerſus 
to deſcend, in introducing a life wholly celeſtial in Marcior. 
the uncivil converſation of men, earth co mount 7} 
up, indrawing it from dregs and corruption of a «# mwndwn, 


coyetous and bloody life, to enlighten ic with oy mn q 


264. | 
of a prudent knowledge, to embelliſh it with vir- 
rues, diverſific it with beauties, and ſettle it in the 
center of repoſe. 

God maketh ſo much account of an honeſt man, 
Geneſ's. v, recommended to the government of. others., that 
27-accord- haye choſen Noah to command over only ſeven 


ing 0 * fouls, ſhutup inthe Ark as ina moving priſon, he 
Text. Ccalleth him his Heart : for to ſay truly, we muſt 


having the heart of God,to bring forth counſels ſut- 
ficiently able to ſave men, and to be in the ſame in. 

ſtant the mouth of God, to pronounce the Oracles 

Job 8.23. of truth, God asketh eb, who is the man on earth 
or: that ſhall make the muſick of Heaven? To which 
 - I would willingly anſwer, It isa good Juſticter.For 

in what confiierh this barmony of Heaven? Weare 

not in my opinion to imagine it. according to the 

dotages of ſome philoſophers, who of it have made 

unto themſelves a celeſtial muſick compoſed of voy- 

* ces and ſounds, formed by the mutual encounter of 


thoſe admirable Globes, The harmony of Heaven 20 


is nought elſe, but the good order of the Sun, the 
Moon, Stars, day, and night , and ſeaſons, which 
daily progreſs along with a regular pace, and mea- 
ſared motion, not erring in the leaſt point, 
This order which is ſo excellent and divine in 
Heaven, is introduced npon earth by the means of 
jaſtice, which guiderh nl governeth all che ations 
of men within the circuit and limits of ducy,ſo ſage- 
ly and divinely,that he who would obſerye ſo many 
ſingular laws which books recommended unto us, 
ſhould quickly make earth become a little Heaven, 
For the ſame reaſon Origen interpreting this paſſage 
6s; of Iſay, where God ſaith , Heaven u bis Throne, 
Celwe wi. ſheweth, that the Paradiſe and Heaven of God up- 
ks ſedes e#; gn earth, is juſtice ; from whence it cometh to pals, 
As Dot, that ſuch as uſe it, as on ought, are wholly celeſti- 
fati privs all in Science , life, an 


eenverſaito- 


he add this conſideration which drew the Babylonians to 
build the Palace, where judgments were given, in 


oxleſies, 
Orig. 
TPhilefFy. 1, - ; 
r.c:1s, Of Saphirs, which are of celeſtial colour, andin the 


Seelings, clouds were counterteited , and in thoſe 
cloud: certain birds, reputed as meſſengers of ju- 
flice, as if they bad been delegated to fee the de- 
portments of rgen in diſcharge of cheir offices, and 
ro adviſe them, that giving judgmenc on earth,they 
muſt ever have an eye and an car in Reaven, 

I alſo diſcover this by another obſervation of 
Scripture , for it teacheth me, that the brave Prin- 
ces Debora, ſurnaraed the Bee, judged the 
and held her Aſſizes under a Palm ; or as it is pro- 
bable, after the reaſon-both of the oneand other 
were heard, ſhe rook a leaf of this tree, and gave it 
to him who had the right. And from this practiſe 


Jud. 45. 


E xovyn cterie 
t1Aas pinrt- 


»s palms 1s derived the cuſtom to plant Palms at the gates of 
fore, | great Advocates and Juſticters , which was likewiſe 


obſerved in ancient Rome. 


Now why, think you, would God have the firſt 
Sefſibns of juſtice ro be held under Palms, but ro fig. 


nifie that which Phils ſpeaketh of, that as the Palm 6© 


beareth his heart and ſtrength inthe trop, ſo good 
Judges direQ their whole underſtanding and affe- 
Rtions to heaven , living perpetually as in the pre. 
ſence of the Divinity, or elſe, that as the virtues of 
the Palm are innumerable, ſo the excellencies of ju- 
ſtice are infinite ? | 

Add alſo hereunto apaſſage in a Caldaick Com- 
mentary upon Eccleſiaſtes, which tellech how Sclo- 
wen,that great King,under whoſe principaliry, peace 
and juflice mutually embraced as ſiſters, to ſhew 
what account he made of thoſe who well manag 


matters of right, cauſed a moſt ſumptuous Palace to 


- 


The HOLY COURT. 


converſation. Was it not . 


the form of Heaven , for the very {tone-work was 40 


The-States-man, 


be ereted for them of moſt exquiſite workmarſhip 

called the Howſe of Jadgment,and through exceſs of zxog.z.. 
favour, ordained they ſhould partake of the wine of 
Offerings, which was preſented onthe Altars of the 

living God , and which came from a Vine planted 

and manured by the hand of Selomen himſelf, Is it 

not to place juſticein heaven, to admit it to the 
communication of the honours and offerings of 
God? So the people of 7/rae/ ſuppoſing one da 


Part 2. 


10 that Moſes was loſt, inſtantly asked of Aaroy, 


to govern them, as thinking there muſt be ſome gi- 
vinity to ſupply the loſs ot this grtat States-man, 
Why theg do you wonder if Saint A»gſtine in the 
book he compoſed of Order, praiſeth the praiſe of 
Pythagor 4s who never taught politick Scierce to his 
Diſciples , till they had paſſed through many lo 
tryals,eſteeming the otherArts were apt to debauc 
the minde, but that this applied lively colours, and 
as it is ſaid, varniſhed and perfeted up the Table. 
It is not very bard at this tune to conclude, what 
the excellency of a brave States-man is , but the diſs 
covery of him is very rare. And] will tell you, that 
conſidering well the Tables which Delbexins hath 
made upon Ariſtotle his Philoſophy, and comparing 
them with other exquiſite pieces : I have ſeen two 
Cities very different, both which bare the title of 
Policy , bur the one in effeRt was falſe Policy , and 
the other tbe City of Yerity. I will preſent them 
unto you plainly and ſincerely, according to the like 


30 deſign of S. A»gnſtine in bis City of God, and ac- 


cording to the 1dza's of ancient Sages, not glancing 
at our times , which 1 will neither praiſe nor con- 
demn, my nature end profeſſion having diſpoſed me 
to much ignorance of worldly affairs, 


The ſecond SxCT1oON, 


The Table of Babylon drawn from ſundry 


conceptions of the moſt ſingular witi of 
Antiquity, 


E then have beheld the City of wicked Po- 

licy in thoſe ancient paintirigs, to be builc 

upon ruines, in a land of Quick-ſilyer, wholly ce- 

mented with blood , Earth-quakes are there very 

frequent, and I know not what kinde of outragious 

winds blow ſo dangerouſly, as if they would tear all 
in pieces, 

The waters were there infeted , the air killed 

thoſe which breathed in it, the Viands produced 


peopte, $© death under afalſe appearance of life:the inhabicants 


ſaw nothing but Wolves and Foxes'by their ſides, 
Ravens and Owls on their houſes, Comets over 
their heads, Serpents and Scorpions at their feer, 
which were there ſeen, as abundantly ftrewed , as 
flowers in the ennamel of the Spring. The gates re- 
ſembled thoſe fatal Portals, whereof Hiſtories make p1,rerch.ge 
mention, that were never opened, but to paſs away curioſir. 
carrton and ordure : and withal this, the Citizens A+ | 
were fo powerfully charmed , that they eſteemed ve#z1F7 
themſelves moſt happy ſuppoſing to ſleepon thorns, #%«. 
was to live among Violets and Roſes. 

It is verily a wonder, that without, there were 
ſome ſhadows of piety, but within not ſo much as 
a Temple. For in truth the Burgeſſes of this City 
never looked up to heaven but to blaſpheme it, and 
all otthem greedily ſought for earth covered with a 
vell of sky-colour. 

I ſaw no other Gods there, but Honour, Gain , 
and Pleaſures, to which ſouls and bodies were facri» 
ficed in- much greater number then Solomon flaugh- 


ed 7, tered Oxen in the folemnity of bis moſtmagnif- 


cent Sacrifices, I ſaw huge Eaves, where there were 
all 


Ort 2, 


The HOLY COURT, 


all ſorts of beaſts, and likewiſe many monſters, that 
much reſembled the Harpyes, Gorgons, and Chy. 
mzra's of Antiquity. 

I perceived alſo ſome ſolitary Dens, where I 
was certified great Sacrillges were committed, of 
power to make darkneſs, which ſerved them for a 
cover, to bluſh for ſhame, being unable to deceive 
theeys of God. 


The men which walked in the ftreets appeared + 


The 8$tates-man. 


treated, asin the place where profeſſion is made to 
defend it, The Serpents of the Deſert have leſs gall 
and ſpleen then choſe Pleaders whom I ſaw turmoi- 
led with a ſpirit of giddineſs, and diſſevered with 
the Sword of diviſion. Their clamours were ſo loud 
that they made the whole houſe of Juſtice ro eccho 
again, as are the waves heard to rore on the ſhore 
of the Fgeay Sea. I ſaw Gibbets, Wheels, and 
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Cures pri- 


boyling Caldrons prepared for ſome miſerable cri- 7mm 


. . aha : furtorum 1 
like Centaures, and were clothed with an habit xo minals, becauſe they were yer, as it is ſaid, but little 


compedibiat, 


ſpotted over like the skin of a Panther, The Chi- thieves, but were they much greater, their crimes!" '” 
rurgians who diſſeed ſome of them newly dead, had rather been crowfed, then chaſtiſed. arunt,Cato 


cave aſſarance they had found two hearts in them, 


Howſoever it is certain they ſhewed, as it is ſaid, 
marvellous cunning in their words, and had no 0- 
ther paſtime all the day, bur to lay ſnares, not ſpa- 
ring their greateſt friends : for indeed they were 
extremely treacherous and cruel in all which con. 
cerned their own interelts. 


From thence 1 viewed fields weeping, filled with 
—_— waters,which were ſaid to be gathered to. 
gether from the tears of Widows, Orphans, and an 
infinite number of other perſons, who live under 
great oppreſſion. I ſaw ſome who were in the wa- 
ter up tothe neck, and ſome who lifted upan arm 
with all their ſtrength to offer up ſome papers, 


As I more attentively conſidered their orders 20 wherein were the laws of Charlemaign & LeWwu the 


and diſtinRions,1 ſaw there were three Labyrinths 
very different, Inthe firſt, which was at the very 
entrance, ſtood the leaſt wicked , who were not as 

et praRtiſed in black miſchiefs , contenting them. 
hives to exerciſe ſome flight tricks of wit, for they 
in good earneſt deceived one another , and took 
much pleaſure in mutual couſenage, and called chis 
kind of ſporc,legier-demain, I ſaw there many crea- 
tures that ſerved their maſters not forgetting their 


twelfth, which agey command the cauſes of the 
poor may be handled before any other buſineſs: but 
it was replyed , ſuch Ordinances were quite out of 
uſe. Theſe miſcrable creatures ſolicited their Ar- 
torneys, and they betrayed them, complained to 
their advocates 2nd they perplexed them : implored 
the aſſiſtance of Judges, and they ſold them, not- 


withſtanding were elteemed honeſt men, and ſtill e- 
nemies to theſe corruptiions, 


own affairs, and who mowed the Meadow, whileſtit zo I ſaw two great Regiſters , whereof the one was 


was plenty. I ſaw Merchants ſome of which foift. 
ed in falſe wares, others diſguiſed them, others 0+ 
ver prized them, others ſware without end, and 
ſome likewiſe ſwallowed up perjuries, as ſweetly as 
the moſt delicate Viand. I ſaw Artificers who uſed 
many deceits in their manufaQures, and better un- 
derſtood the trade of lying, thenany other. I alſo 
ſaw ſome who ſold wind, ſilence, and time, and had 
excellent inventions to get money. Some. by cer- 


called the Cabal of favour , and the other the Ca- 
bal of money, where it is ſaid, there were miſchieſs 
as black as the ſpirits of the abyſs, but they muſt nor 
be divulged. There was alſo a very great quantity 
of Pleaders, who fought to ftretch out Suits, as 
Shoomakers a piece of leather with their teeth,and 
matter out propoſitions of errours, reviews, incom- 
petencies, rejections, oppoſitionsz. and compulſory 
cauſes, with fo many other hideous words , that 1 


rain influences drew it our, as doth lightning, not 40 asked whether theſe men ſpake the language of the 


tonching the purſe. Others had inventions of quin- 
teſſences : others trafficked about Stars , and fold 
00d fortune inlittle boxes of ſmoak. Others had 
ſhops of the ſecrets of Arts, and made themſelves 
able to give beauty, youth, health and immortality, 
to thoſe that would buy them. Others made Dice 
and Mathemarical Cards. Others lead Bears , 0- 
thers extraRed infamous Coin from the Planer of 
Venws : others in the quality of Mercenaries made 


Canadas or Chinois. 

Old Pertifoggers appeared, all over worm-caten 
with miſchiefs, who could ſcarce breath from their 
lips, yet had ſtrong apprehenſions oſdeath, through 
tear to leave the exerciſe of ſuics.The like was found 
in fouls already halfdamned, who were very ſolici- 
tous in manner of treachery , one bare falſe witneſs, 
another invented a contraR,another forged a Will, 
another ſuppoſed a crime, another bad a ſhop of al! 


Odes and Love ſonnets for the Paxdora's of the 5 » ſorts of ſlanders and diabolical falſifications: the au. 


time, and which was moſt ridiculous,certain young 
wits among all theſe were ſeen, who laboured to 
patch up together rimes, or proſe very little tothe 
purpoſe,to whom Gold and Incenſe was given,with 
which they were fo puffed up, that they eſteemed 
the moſt ſolid wiſdom of the world to be but meer 
ignorance, in compariſon of their works, One can- 
not tell all the tricks of this impoſture,and how ma- 
ny fleights the ſpirit, watchful for its own intereſts, 


dacious ſale of a word proftituted to fin, flew be- 
tween Heayen and Earth about twilight with the 
wings of an Owl. And to conſummate the ſublimity 
of miſchief, Right yielded to Iniquity - It was to do 
wrong to the wicked, notto imitate thoſe. Crimes, 
ſaid they, were already ſufficiently authoriſed by 
the great multitude of Complices, | 
In the third Labyrinth, I faw men who had little 
elſe of man in them, but ſhape and skin. They were 


found to come to the end of its intentions. Conſei- 6o near to an inchanted River, which muſt be paſſed 


ence checked ſome : but they anſwered, one could 
not live in the world without theſe tricks, and thar 
they were as neceſſary as to breath, 

In the ſecond Labyrinth] ſaw the cotruptions of 


and repaſſed over ſeven times, as itis ſaid , to be- 
come abſolute in craft, There were likewiſe others 
ſeen already transformed into unknown Monſters, 


and others who had no more bur the little finger, or 
OT De juſtice deſcribed by S. Cyprian in the Epiſtle he ad- tip of the noſe of men. I ſaw ſome who were like 
nam. In- drefſerh to his friend Doxatur, when he ſpeaketh of little Aples, which puſhed and ſcratched one ano- 
ey ha Rome the Idolatreſs, All was repleniſhed ( faith this ther, and brake through the throng with all their 
quitur, inter Prelate) with goodly Precepts, excellent Laws, and force to clunbup to the top of a tree, which was ſaid 
Jars peccas 


7, 


ſage Ordinances. But in the midſt of ſo many lights, 
God and men were offended with ſo much impu- 


dence, as if theſe laws were made to no other end, 70 of fantaſm of Divinity, called zporldly favonr. 1 


but to be tranſgreſſed. Never is innocency fo ill en- 


to be the tree of Honour. : 


Ry fp ettuonts | 


Ac the entrancethere was I know not what kind raw 6;: 


ſeemed in appearance to have a body and conſiſt. 
& ence, 


r raldus. 
in pictura 
fay 0115, 
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ence, but was ineffe& a true ſpeAre of [ſmoak cloth. 
ed with a Mantle tiſſued with clouds and wind. 
There ſtood about it Philoſophers, who would un- 
dertake to derive the Genealogy , and ſet the Ho- 
roſcope of ir, One ſaid , ſhe was the daughter of 
beauty, the other of hazard, the other of babble: 
that Fortune was her nurſing-mother, and that if 
ſhe had her exaltation inthe ſign of the Ram, ſhe 
ſhovld finde her declination in the Balance, How- 
ſoever,ſhe then appeared very frightful and ſpruce. 
Flattery failed not to court her, throwing Roſes 
and Flower-deluces upon her. But at the ſame 
rime envy ſlily ſealing into the throng, gnawed the 
border of her garment, Riches, diſdain, preſump- 
tion, and boldneſs, did nothing but cry round a- 
bout her. Makeplace, make place; and to raiſe her 
the higher, they ſought to lay the great God of 7«- 
ftinian under her feet, She was ſo diſdainful of 


knowledges, ſhe had formerly acquired , that no- £ 


thing was ſo cold as her diſcourſe, and if ſhe had 
eys, they were for no uſe but to behold her own in- 
tereſts, When { ſaw ſhe paced along in a way all 
ſhining with ice, and that ſhe danced ona rope, I 
toft ſight ofher,not troubling my ſelf any further to 
follow this ſpirit : but 1 a ood that all thoſe 
who promiſed themſelves the ſeven wonders of the 
world, had been paid in coin of leaves. 

There likewiſe 1 viewed men whom you would 
have taken forGeeſe, ſo ſimple of countenance were 
they,but they ſwam inPaFo/u, having but one foot 
only ofa Gooſe, for the other hidden under fea- 
thers was the tallon ofa Harp, which did only at- 
tend to catch golden fiſh, 1 ſaw alſo ſome plunged in 
a huge heap of Piſtolers , ſo that neither ana nor 
bodies appeared , but only one tip of a toe made 
like the paw of a Griphon, as a notable Painter not 
long ſince delineated covetouſneſs, Going ſomewhat 
further, I diſcovered the Den of Baechw, where [ 
ſaw Fifes, Timbrels, Ivy, and Goats-skins , huge 
ſmoak of roſts, feaſts, and men buried in wine and 
s00d cheer. Beyond it they paſſed to the grots of 
luſt where crimes were done, which would make the 
molt innocent pens guilty in writing them : for as 
there muſt be an extreme impudence to commit 
them, ſo ought much ſhamefac'dneſs be uſed rocon- 
ceal them. Nothing ſo much aſtoniſhed me, as to ſee 
Eccleſiaſticks without Religion , Ladies without 
ſhame, young Maids tainted , who knew fo much 


of that whereof they ſhonld be ignorant , that , 


the moſt proſtituted could teach them nothing, 

Afterward the ſport torning into blood , I ſaw 
ſirange treacheries, horrible circumventions, exe- 
crable treaſons, which ſpake of nothing but of tying 
halcers,and mingling poyſons. I alſo ſaw ſome who 
made it their praRtice to kill men openly, and faid, 
there was no ſafety for them in innocency, but much 
rather in the enormitics of Sacriledges. 

I thought I had ſeen all, when I afterwards per. 


ceived a chamber hideouſly black, ſaid to be the ſtu- bo 


dy of Lacifer, and that the brave ſpirits of this time 
ſtudied there,under the regency of Herod, Tiberius, 
and Pilate, to finde out the way how to believe in 
God no longer, and to know all the refined policy 
of former ages. 

E ſhould be tedious and troubleſome to decipher 
all the particulars of this prodigious City. The paint- 
ing hath told much of it , but the greateſt unbappi- 
neſs which 1 faw there, is, that it is more true then I 
could wiſh. For not to rouch upon the honour of 
ſo many good men, which are yet bothin the body 


The States-man, 
Children of Caiy, which make up this Babylon, 


The third SECT 1 ON. 
The deſtruition of Babylon, and the govern. 


ment of the Divine Providence over the E. 


ſtates of the World, 


[ Courteouſly beſeech you, O ingenious Politici- 
an, to run your eys over theſe lines, which I 
have traced, to ſtay a little your haſt, and to confi- 
der with me the knot of all this policy, the ſource, 
progrels, iſſue, and remedy of all theſe diſorders, 
perhaps you may find more reaſon in my diſcourſes 
then your paſſion can expe&. Conſult awhile with 
your heart, ſound your ſoul, go to the bottom of 
your conſcience,l fear there may be ſome pits of the 
Abyſs,and Graſhoppers of theA pocalyps,which are 
thoſe black yapours that have hitherto <clipſed all 
the lights of your underſtanding. I will not conceale 
fromyou that there are three ſorts of ſouls, one 
virginal, another already changed and ſomewhac 
corrupted, the reſt ſhameleſs , ſuch as thoſe which 
are called in Scripture, vaſt and gjant-like ſouls, ] 


do not think,to finde by your proceedings,thar you G: 


Part 2, 


Eccleſ.13., 
in the 
eck, 


have a Virgin ſoul, nor will I 1kewiſe perſwade my ve. 5-, 
ſelfyou have the ſoul of a Giant, which expeRetrh 204110 


no other remedy but thunder : 1 ſhould rather be- 9 


lieve you have a tomach depraved by ſome wicked 
principles ,whereinto either the unhappineſs of your 
education, the preſumption of your ability, or tick- 
ling hope of good ſucceſs in worldly affairs hath 
thrown you. Will you that I touch with a finger the 
beginning of your diſorder > You have bcen too 
much flattered upon the excellency of your wit, 
which is not, to ſpeak truly,one of the ſhalloweſt of 
the time : bur there is much wanting of the fingu. 
larity you imagine. You have inſenſibly retired your 


; ut 


ſelftrom that great judgment which S. Dexys calleth pieny/c. r. 


the ererxal barth of all the moſt purified lights, and © nn 


moſt chaſt affeRtions, and by withdrawing your ſelf 
have taken a great quantity of falſe lights into your 
corrupt underftanding,and much coldneſs into your 
heart, which have brought upon you a remiſneſs in 
good mannef6, and a notable diſorder in all the 
parts of your ſoul. You have ſeen Heaven, and all 
the hopes of the other life, as Mathematicians make 
us to behold in a dark chamber, whatſoever paſſeth 
abroad, through a little cranny, in ſuch manner, 


o {har all things we ſee, appear like ſhadows and land. 


Skips turned topſie-turvy. 

Behold what happeneth after you have ſtopped up 
all the windows and exceſſes of heavenly light: you 
have made a little hole for the Moon , A. all the 
bleſſings of the orher life have ſeemed very ſlender 
to your diſtruſtſul ſpirit ; you have put on a reſolu- 
tion to make a fortune at what price ſoever, and to 
build on earth like Cain, after you have almoft re- 
nounced the hopes of heaven. In doing this you 
have played the unruly Aſs, thinking toeſcape 
from the bands of the dependance yon have on 
God : you have made your felt your. blefling , 


divinis 


your end your ( a) God, Thereupon you have (a) Auz.1. 


thought of the means you are to hold, to arrive 


. de libe- 


. 2 = pf : bt : © 
at this ſcope already framed in your imagination. gn te Fa 


It ſcemeth to you all things fucceeded accord- 


4. Cri bo- 


nun ron eft 


* - + m—_ Deus , fitr ; 
ing. to your wit, travel, and induſtry uſed; <4. 
therein , with ſome ſmall help of fortune , God tonwr /»- 


no whit at all intermedling with Afﬀeaires here” 
below. You have drawn abſurd conſequences of the 
proſperity of ſome ſubtile ſpirits, not Jooking into 


of juſtice, and in all other companies, I mutt tell 07 the bottom of the buſineſs, The ſucceſs of your af. 
you that among the ſons of Seth, there are many fairs;,which ſeemed to you moſt profperous,notwith- 


ſtanding 


»,ſceut fil 


et Deus, 


Part 3. The HOLY COURT, | The Stater-man: CE 
ſtanding your crims3 and unlawful proceedings,have ten tlioufand white beards,that were come to decide 
embold1ed you , miſchievous ſpirits, whic my a matter by a common conſent, would you take your 


{cf to be wiſe to enter into Council not called, and 
<hoid your ſelf reduced as it were to this point, as to reje& the opinions of all thoſe, who have deliver- 


| ed their ſentences, publiſhing an opinion abſolutely 
end governments of the world, which may be crafty, new, anddircRtly contrary to ſo many good judg- 
captious, worldly, and independent of divine lawes, ments ? 


And I ask of you, that were now ſo many excel- 


pol:ricec-4. all other well underſtanding men, it is obſerved that 


p.125 trheſecurious wits diſpoiled of the fear of God, have moſt accompliſhed in knowledg, vittue,and experi- 
always been moſt turbulent and unhappy in theman- ence,who had mannaged the world in the fear, and 


under the laws of this divine Providence? It would 


.,_ and much more firmin the laſting of their felicity ? to be valuedin affairs, without the expeRation of 
cot": Never was there a more refined wit then Achitophe/ 20 any. thing from God, would you not be ridiculous ? 


thereof, If you become as wicked as a little Poliphe- | 
mus, it would be very hard to deny a firſt cauſe of minations? For what monſter will not that ſoul be 
all che creatures which are in the world, ofir ſelf capable of, which conceiveth nothing of God? I 
abſolure,independent,8& eternal.For were the world have ſome. reaſon, ſay you, and for this cauſe you 
ful of wheels and revolutions even fromearth to are of opinion, this belict ſhould be entertained to 
Heaven , till muſt we neceſſarily come to the laſt amule che people, | 
wheel, to tlie laſt revolution, which is to give moti- 40 In ſaying this, you diſcover a great weakneſs of 
avis An. 00 £OAll the other, and to rake it ofno other; and judgement , for.it muſt be concluded, according to 
{mi d:a- that is God, Were you as brutiſh as a Leſtrige, you Your propolition, that all what ever was in the wortd 


av Beſides, ir is neccf[ary to infer what S. 7 hom as no abuſe, alchough they in particular were deecived 
opu(cal x. harh moſt divinely ſaid, that all things, which are by 


. CaP. 23. 


; G : ſed cred, 
Kingdoms, have but a borrowed. being, beeauſe . curſed, as a Traytour toall mankind ?Deſerved nor 


uſr eft vita, 


eſe but Providence. | the moſt ſavage that might be imagined? Everwould 
. Verily if you ſhoald beliotd on a Theater about ir be more to the purpoſe to tolerate an evil well 
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againſt the 
Ancient 
ſaying 

touched 


by 
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conſerred, then to introduce a good ill digeſted, ſa 
thewiſe : and whatcrimeis it then to invent falſe 
ſecrets, the ignorance whereof is ſo wholeſom, and 
the verity whereof would be ſoprodigiouſly hurtful? 
Why do you not rather take into your conſiderati- 
on the ſage diſcourſe of the Philoſopher Simplicixe, 
who ſaid : When I imagine « God unto my ſelf, I figure a great 
Maſter, whom 1 hnew of niceſſity to be end-wed with a moſt 
ſtable ſcieace, and a moſt excellent will. And for this cauſe 1 
conclude, be cannot be ignorant of the things be hath produced, 
freing this ignorance 7 | 
aud 1 ſay, that be knowng them, governe!h them without pain, 
Omnipotent though he be ;, there betng no greatneſs nor multitude 
of burthens, which can weaken the forces and vigour of this in- 
finite Spirit. AS there is not any thing too great for bis capa- 
citie, ſo u there nothing too litile for bu bountie. Notbing e- 
ſcaperh his Paternal Providence, nor doth be think it a matter 
unworthy of his care to govern a butter-flie, ſmce be eſteemed it 
a thing conſonant to hu boxntie, to create a butter-fite, Now 
for us to think that be, knowing, able, and willing to govern the 
woild, is diverted from it through pleaſures and contentments 
he taketh ſor his own delights, is a moſt groſs imagination , for 


why ſhoz1d we attribure 10 God apprebenſions and aſſertions, 2© proſperous in the mannage of affairs, And if you 


which we would be aſhamed to gixe to men, if they made not 
profeſſion to be of the number of the altogether idle ? 

Behold how this ſingular wit diſcourſeth :and ve- 
rily itis ro be wholly ignorant of God, to have any 
conceit of him leſs then infinite, Independent Sove- 
raignty cannot admit a companion ; and the inex- 
hauſtible force of a Creator,who made all, ſufficeth 
to govern all. An Angel coſt him no more in the ma- 
king then a ſilk-worm, and a filk-worm coſt him no 
leſs to produce it thenan Angel, Why do pu 
not judge that whichis ro be made, by it which is 
already made ? When you entred into the world, 

the Divine Providence , as a barbinger, prepared 
your lodging for you, it was not in your power to 
make your ſelf then either rich or poor, Maſter or 
ſervant, King or ſubje& ;your affairs were diſpatch. 
ed, and your counſel not asked. God alſo in filence 
draweth out the web of your life, if you deſire to be 
happy, you have nothing to do, but to contribute 


your free-will to his work. But if you have ſet up 4o hold 7oxas,who would alſo be a Politician contrary 


your reſt to becomea Politician, contrary to the de. 
crees of Providence, and to bend the byaſs to your 
pretended intereſts, is it not to do the ſame thing , 
which a frog ſhould, if ſhe ſought to ſwim againſt 
the current of Rhodanx Or Dannbine? Would not it 
be as ridiculous, as if a fly ſhould ſeek to ſoar up to 


heaven, and fix her little feet, to ſtay the courſe of 


the primmum mobile? You ſay, I preſs you,and if you 
can proſper well in the affairs of the world by theſe 


Terwullian; a firm beliet of g divine providence, you would ra- 


Non let 


ther rake this ſame then any other. Toit Tanſwer 


Dev: noſ* thatwhich Laertias ſpeaketh of thePhiloſopher Bjew, 


gratis, 


Diogen, 


who having before been an atheift and afterward by 


Laer.l-4. chance diſpoſing himſelf to invoke the falſe gods ,be- 


»Ang.Enar. 
2. in Plal . 


came molt ſuperſtitious inrheir ſervice, under hope 
of ſome temporal commodities, which he thought 


Hae ef 5%" the [acceſſes of his perſon and bouſe.God(faith S. Aw- 


titia 144 wut 


mal; fore- £8ftine) engageth not his promiſe to make us ha PPY 
n 


on ont pay according to the world fo ſoon as we become ho 
t: ; . 
Dow ire. MER. If you ſay unto him: O God, where # yourjuſtice, 


ſpondet, Hee to ſuffer the wicked ſo to flonriſh,and good men tobe af- 
{lifted? He will anſwer, nhere 55 your faith? Where 5s 
promili2 & that promiſe T have made you ? Have you made your 
«d bec Curt- (elf'2 Chriſtian to be happy in the world? This were to 
make a virtue beggarly. wanton, and intereſled, 


eſt fides tn? 


Horcine thi 


ftranus ſas» 
FTms es ut in 


ſecwlo foes which muſt ever be paied with proſperities : we ma 
well ſay, it reſignedit ſelf ro God for gbod morſels, 
and not for honeſty, It is much to be feared, leſt the 


10? 


[leth not even upon beaſts moſt upid ; 1© have done all good, to endure all evil; we ſhould 


30 fans, Falian, and divers others, 


ways of piety and honeſty which are ever #hnexed to qo preſſion of this poor people,is the inſtrument-of his 


to gain, O great fool (faith this Author) who conld not 
propsſe gods to himſelf uuuleſs he made them mercenary, 
25.dicis Dee, Aud wonld needs have the belief of a Divinity depend on 66 gion out of fantaſie, baving ſeen the Altars crack ?*/* £& 


© Of his miſery. Behoſd Sa», who makes ſhew punRu- 


pleaſures of the preſent, ,may make it, looſe the taſt 
of the recompence promiſed in Heaven, as it is ſaid 
the dogs,which hunted _—___ flowers of Mount 
Gibel.\oſt heretofore the tracks of the hare. 

If following good Policy, we ſhould be unhappy 
towards the world, we might ever comfort the cap- 
tivity of our body by the liberty of our minde, and 

nd our chains of glory with our virtues. We 
ſhould enterinto thecommunity of great ſpirits, who 


much more rejoyce to be in the bottom of the pri. 
ſon with S. Pas/,then in the heavenon earth, which 
Coſroes the Perfpan King cauſed to be built.But God 
is not ſo harſh to a good conſcience, that he defireth 
to hold it till in the incommodities of preſent life : 
but much otherwiſe, if you will well diſcourſe, there 
will be found an infinite number of good Princes,ex- 
cellent Magiſtrates,and all ſorts of perſons qualified, 
who purſuing the way of honeſty, have been moſt 


confider your Politicians, who make profeſſion to re. 
fine all the world, either you have fcen but the firſt 
ſtation of their plaiſtred felicity,or have ever found 
great labyrinths, horrible confuſions, fortunes lictle 
laſting, dejeQionin their poſterity, hatred, and the 
execration of Ages. 

I think, I have fully illuſtrated theſe truths in the 
hiſtories which I have written of Hered, T heodoſires, 
AMaximu, Eugenins, Conſtantine, Diocleſian, Con- 


And if you yet deſire to behold with a ready eye, 
how there is no policie powerful againſt God, and 
how he ſurprizeth the moſt ſubtile, making ſnares of 
their greateſt cunning to captive them ; behold 7o- 
ſeph, fold by his wicked brothers, tor fear,he ſhould 
be honoured, and yet ſee him honoured becauſe he 
was ſold. Behold Hamas, who praftiſed the ruin of 
the Hebrews, to raiſe himſelf , and ſee him raiſed 
on a gibber of fifty cubits high, ro humble him. Be- 


ro the counſels of his Maſter ; yet tempeſts purſued 
him, the lot ſerved him for an arreft, the ſea for a 
Miſtreſs of conſtancy, the belly of a Whale, which 
ſhould be his "rr Oy fora Palace, Hecame to 
the haven by ſhip-wrack, much more ſafe in the en- 
trails of a fiſh, then in a ſhip. Behold Pharaoh, who 
becomes crafty, and thinketh by ruinating the 1/-a- 

elites,his Scepter is throughly eſtabliſhed : God ſar. 
prizeth him in ſubtilty and makes him know the op- 


ruin, A little child, which liech floating on the wa. | 

ters of Nils in a cradle of bulruſhes,as a worm hid- 
deninſtraw, and whoſe afflicted mother meaſureth 

his tomb with her eyes in every billow of this faith- 

leſs element, is delivered from peril by the very 

bloud of Pharach, to turn the Diadem of Pharaoh 

into duft, and bury him all enflamed in a gulf of the 
Red-ſea, Behold Feroboam, who revolting againſt Dongus Je: 
his Prince, raiſcd a State by ambition, and a R &j- roboam «- 
with the horrour of his crime, yet his heart ill re- De ſh 
maining more obdurate then ſtone, in the end he igs'4-3R&x-t6+ 
ſochaſtiſed by the hand of God, that there was not 

left ſo much as one handful of duſt of his houſe up. 

on the face of the earth. Behold Abſalom, who 

rhought the means to mount up to a Throne, was to 

make a foor-ſtool by force of Arms of the crowned 

head oof his father : yer ſee him entangledin a tree, 
transfixed with three ſpears, and thrown into a deep 

pit, which lefc nothing of him alive,but the memory 


ally to obey the law of God under the direRionof 


Samnel, 


Part 2. 


Samuel, he afterwards learns to become cunning , 
plotting deſigns, and ſeeking in all points his own 
petty intereſts, : but in the end David, whole life he 
judged incompatible with his own eſtate, diſmount- 
ed him,uſing ne other Policie, but by making him- 
ſelf an honeſt man. 

Behold the Monarchies of the world, ſo much dif. 
puted on, behold Scepters hanging on a {ken thread, 
the Empires,and lives of Orho, Vitellime, Galba, Piſo, 


The HOLY COURT. 


The Soulder. 


clocks out of order, in ſuch ſort,that they ſtruck al- 
together,and mutually mer at every hour of theday, 

It was acontentment to me to walk on a pave 
ment, even and ſmooth, and to behold ſtreets very 
fair,where chere was neither itench, dirt, channels , 
coachmen,caroch,nor laſh of whips, ſmoak of roaſts, 
criers, much tattle , running up and down, ſinks , 
perfumes of Carpet-knights, waggiſh tricks, of lac- 
keys,nor lights of cut-purſes, proud gates of Rodo. 


Balbinus, Florianus, Baſilius, Silvianus, T acitus, 10 monts, nor leaders of Bears, nor Mountebanks,nor 


Duintilis, Maximns, Michael Colophates. Behold 
the fall of Parmenio under Alexander, Sejanu un- 
der Tyberins,Cleander under Commodus, Ablavins, 
under Conftantine, Eutropins under Arcadins, Vig- 
mins under Frederick, Brocas under Philip, Cabre- 
ex under Peter, and ſo many of the like kind. 
Either yon ſhall make your ſelf wholly inſenſible 
or muſt affirm, that to raiſe a State,and build a for. 
tune, you are to proceed ſecurely therein, with a 
very great 
honelty, unleſs yon will expe& in the courſe of an 
uncertain life a moſt certain ruin, And yet you ſtill 
doubt to enter into the City of good Policy.Oh,had 
you once taſtcd of thoſe jg ag 1 would become 
wholly enamoured of them, but I ſee it is fir, | makea 


piece ofpaintingforyou,to oppoſe that wicked policy 
The fourthSE CT 10N. 


The T able of the City of God, —_—_ called 
the City of honeſt men ; drawn out of many ex. 
cellent conceits of ancient Authour;,andthing, 
praftiſed in ſome former Common-IWealths. 


will tell you then, that I have ſeen in thet idza's 
|: Plato his Divine Agathopols, and that my 
mind is ſtill much pleaſed with the remembrance of 
this ſpeRacle.ExpeR not ſhould deſcribe unto you 
the Country nor City with curioſity of language ; 


petty foggers,quarrellers,drunkards,ale-houſes, nor 
any of thoſe which draw tribute from humane fleſh. 
The whole world there was buſied, and there was 
not an idle boy : onely you might ſee children very 
yong,who played at a moſt innocent game,and bare 
1n their childiſh faces the goodneſs of fathers and 
mothers,imprinted with an excellent character. 

I learned, the principal ſcope of their - feltcity 
was a moſt genuine ſimplicity , which reigned a- 


upon the maxims of faith, religion,and 20 mongſt all the Inhabitants, not that they were Nlupid 


or witleſs, for accoſting them, I ſoon perceived they 
had ſpirits clear-fighted and well purified , bur all 
their ſtudy was to make a harfnony between their 
heart and tongue, and to proceed in all things they 
undertook with marvellous freedom: they were in. 
finitely amazed when it was told them,rhere were in 
other countrys counterfeit men, who ſpake contrary 
to their knowledge,and thinking one thing in their 
hearts, affirmed the contrary with their torgues, 


50 They thought it impoſſible,and uſed compariſons of 


their clocks , where the wheel and the hand went 
ever alike pace. And when I inſiſted, and grounded 
my ſelf npon experience of what I had ſeen and 
heard,they concluded it may well then be faid,thoſe 
men there are iritual Centanrs, compoſed of 
two natures. 

And it being told rhetn, there were Ladies and 
Gentlewomen in other Provinces,which wore ſ1m. 
pruous apparel, plaited, bumbaſted, ſlaſhed, tbvaden 


for I leave that to Poets and Oratours, who have 40 with precious ſtones and chains,which had the ſpoils 


more leiſure then I. Onely I entreat youto beleive 
that all which delicate pens of antiquity have writ- 
ten of Elyſias fields,and the fortunate Iſlands,arein 
it to be found, with many advantages,which we may 
much better conceive then expreſs. The Heavens are 
there ſmiling,rhe air wholeſom,the waters good, the 
ſcaſons temperate, the winds calm, the groand fer. 
tile,the abode yn hills and valleys water- 
ed with goodly fountains, ſhadowed with many 


of the dead upon their heads, draw-bridges tyed to 
rheir feet, and chat they beſtowed a quarter of their 
lives in combing, and —_—_ their faces :the wo- 
men of this Countrey had much compaſſion hereof, 
and ſpake with tears in theireyes : Alaſs poor crea- 
tures | we may well ſay they bavecommitted exormons 
fins, to carry themſelves thus. And when it was an- 
ſwered,thegreatcſt ambition which theſe Ladies had 
inthe world, was to uſe this cuſtom, they made ma- 


trees, covered with vines, enamelled with flowers , $0 ny ſigns of the Crofs, asking whether they were in- 


rapiſtred with meadows, briſtled with ears of corn, 
on what ſide ſoever you turn, it ſeemeth the Pro- 
vidence of God hath taken much pleaſure to em- 
belliſh this territory with his own hands, 

I will not ſpeak to you at all of the walls, Towers, 
Bulwarks,Baſtions, Theaters, Amphitheaters,Coloſ- 
ſaſſes,Edifices,and other the like ; for herein this 
fortunate City hath not grounded its greatneſs, al- 
though there were to be ſeenbuildings,as admirable 


nocents,they would nor abſolutely ſay, fools ? 
Hereunto was added a tale, that in the year ofan 
univerſal peace, there was a .ady , who travellin 
with her hbusband into ſome other Province , had 
learned acertain manner how to beautihe her face, 
which ſhe very curiouſly made ufe of, the reſt per. 
ceiving it, cauſed her to play at King and Queen , 
which was a paſtime ,where the Lady, who became 
Empreſs by the cuſtom of the game, commandetl the 


as if theAngels of heayen were come down on earth 6O reſt what ſhe thonght good, and all yei!ded obedi- 


to- undertake the direRion thereof, I took it for a 
good preſage, when I ſaw at the entrance of the 
City a great number of minds, modeſt, ſtout,and re- 
ſolved, who went to the fountains to draw water, 
and bare the pitcher on their ſhoulders, as that an- 
cient Rebecca, of whomit is Toney in Scripture, h- 
bouring like bees in a bright ſummers day.1 ſawover 
the gare of the City a great ſtatue of the Sun in the 
fign of Libra,which made me ſuppoſe, that all was 
managed within it , as are the dates and the nights 


ence to her. The Empreſs choſen, impoſed upon all 
her train to waſh their faces, which this counterfeit 
woman being inforced to do, as the wa'er diſſolved 
the painting, and that ſhe appeared as ſhe was, the 
confuſion of her forehead was fo exceſtive, that ſhe 
as it were died with grief, not daring afterward to 
undertake the like, Their attire, port, gate, counte- 
nance, words,houſes,moveables, tables, recreations, 
were carried with ſimplicity, yet accompanied 
with majefty, civility,decoru x 4 ſeaſoned with as 


inthe EquinoRial. I was nor deceived inthe judge- 70 true pleaſures, as humane life may afford. 


1 ſaw many oldmen of an hundred years and up- 
- : ward, 


ment I made upon it, for there were not ſo much as 
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ward, who were yet very freſh,whereat I was much their laws, I fotind they had as few, as their ſoindeſt 
:mazed, and one of them looking on me : why, men had medicines, 'They were all grounded onthe 


rwatng do jon Ivey f we my e here 08 innocent meats, doftrine of the Saviour ofthe world,namely on that 
crevy it cometh 10 Paſs, that we do not ſo much as know the ich* ; 
names of diſeaſcs, of wb1cb (i is ſaid) you bave huge ns, word , which" forbidderh us to do that to others , 


whith aye ibe purchaſers of your intemperance. we bave here which we would not to be done to our ſelves. Their 
no deſire 10 drie up our entrails, and ſhorten our days ; we are fate was Monarchal under the government of a 
all great iz the obedicnce we render 10 the Law : all rich in good King . whom they honoured as a viſible Divi. 
the contentment of our deſires ;and all pleaſed 4 b he bappineſs nity, This King had a Counſel compoſed of the prime 


one of another. We bave no paſſion 10 tear our beats, nov cares en of th 64 hs ved Bike As 
to prejridice our lives , nor avarice rs burn ns up altve in our mgmotucrt wnghe" id, & A gels, and ſpake 


houſes, n07 ambition to make us wines faſtened ou with wax, 10 as Or acles, ſo much I LG. they bare chem, that 
fo to flie up to the Clouds, and make both Land and Scafamous Whenthey appeared in the ſtreets, they were ſeen to 

our ſalls, we have an excellent Law, which is, never to paſs along with a certain lilerce mingled with yene- 
proceed againſt the law of Nature 3 andtotell you the truth, the ration, asif they had been animated Reliques, *' 


fenorence of (ins, wherein we live, ſerves us better then all the I kkewife fr odd Capetine grown witte i Ke: 
precepts #f virtue do others. 


There u 10 War among us but againſt vices which we rather T<1gN wars, under the ſhadow ot Palm-trees, and a 
de re to vanqui (þ, then all ſorts of monſters, we know not what flour iſhing warlike troup, readily difpoſed to do 
Plagues mean, becauſe we neither nfelt the Air nor Land with bravely upon occaſion, The obedience was there ſo 


blaſphemies, or blood. The ſeaſons of the year bave with us reat, that if a ſouldier had his arm read 

ey equality which our ſpirits eagoy, and the ſun ſmzleth £ : y Up co 
# ia ell his manſions, as we endeaaour to bvue a charity : : 

derpernall ſmiling,and the bowels of compaſſion towards our 20 hold the blow.All r ewards were tor virtues,and For» 

like, When wt would bebold goodly Theaters, we rednce into tune much complained, that ſhe in this Countrey 

6117 memory the Vanities of mes, to bewail them ſo much as they had neither Altar nor credit, Very rarely ſhould you 


are frivolous. We ſee this great ſpettacle of the world,which it 0 ſee a nan advanced ,bur by long and faithful trials of 
is very bard to amitate,es to fault it, us a ng he £8 

The oveateſt eloquence among us, 1tftrwh, and the fir5t [erence gy 7x | 
w? ar. wt, ry ny is that which inſtru eth them not torell as It 1s ſaid, with lime and cement : becauſe they 
a lie. Above all, we endeavour pionfly to honour and ſerve ſought for nothing more honourable from great I» 
God, uniting us to bis Spirit, aud ſubmitting our ways to the tions,then the contentment to have done them. 


main ſtream of his Providence. - All there fnatocetile har nf : 
1 ſtood very attentive to hear this old man ſpeak : oo pe e, that it ſeemed this 


for 1 wasin haper place , yet not contenting my 
ſelfe ſimply with what he bad ſaid, I needs would 
ſee their Churches, their devorions, their laws, and 
_ their juſtice, their commerce, and their Policy, 1 
ſaw the places dedicated co the ſervice of God, were 
exceedingly well governed, obſerved,and frequent. 
ed, and that their devotion was not a flight roteof when oneday paſſing through a ſtreet, I heard two 
apiſh tricks,nor affeRed countenarces, but a ſolid be- « 
lief of the Divinity with moſt pure afte&tions. They 


had no great ſtore of bells, nor took eny pride to gy, thar duels ard quarrels were uſed there : the 0- 
ring them, nor to publiſh feſtivals with much noiſe, 40 ther would not believe him at all, thinking that two 
nor to ſet upFairs at the entranceinto Churches,nor ** gen who bare one and the ſame figure, could not 
ro ſell jewels, nor wear r ich apparel, nor to gloryin contend one with another : but he perſiſted, and 
their kitchins. Their great ſolemnities were better faid he knew it to be true, and that tlie ſource of all 
known by ſilence and deyotion, then by any other their debates, was to ſay : It is mine, It is not ; It is 
exteriour oſtent, It was a bleſling to behold, that , yea, No. This narration ſo enkindled them, that 


herefie had altered nothing, either in their dotrine they reſolved to imitate thoſe of whom they ſake © nn 
or manners ; for they had ever declared themſelves Y © 01 WHOM. EY. Ipake, 


enemies of all innovation : and as it is ſaid that fiſhes har endeavour ſoever they uſed. they would ne-ic 1ors ao 


are ſilent, and draw near to the ſource of waters , ſo ver confidently ſay,” Yea, No.For as ſppn as one had Anchorers. 
they baniſhing fro theirCity all thoſe contentious di- o pronounced, Yea, and began to make ſhew of con- 


ſpurarions, ſer their mouthsto the fountains 6f verity. ? * reſtation, the other ſaid, Take it, I yield-it. 1 leave 
Thicher came at. the time whileſt I was there, an 


able man, who thought to preach Controverſies to pure then theſe ſouls] © 7 
chem, ard difficult diſtinchons of School divinity , | WO 
but the better ſort of Frenchmen demanded whe® their neighbours”, that you would have faid, th cy 
ther he preached in Hebrew or no. They could not udied to deceive themſelves, for fear to get from 
vehemeutly raiſing up an-infinite number of too miſ-reckoning, he Was halfe dead, and A ms 
ſubtile: arguments, and many times unhoneſt, fo times ar _ to haſten to make reſtitution, ir 

e 1mpoſsible for him to enjoy a* = 


I conſidered how ac their going from Church,they picce, bur the wah 
went to viſit goodly great Hoſpitals, which were ex- there Very rare yet ad notwithſtanding 2 vehe- 
cellently well founded, and adminiſtred for the help mentdeſire to hear them l ity 
of the poor,as well foreigners as domeſticks » and-1 rold me, that the ric) 
faw the moſt curious Lagies went contidently into come to a heariug.” 44 Pe ens 
them with charity in their hands, bumbling chew- 1 failed not ro be preſerit chereat,and ſaw two men 
ſ elves to the ſervices of the moſt indigent, This made of theſame condition, ke thoſe of whom $. Chyy-.1s. ad ro: 
me ſo enamonred of their government, that I judg: 7© ſeftom wrote the hiſtoty'who pleaded for atreafure, pul. Ani 
ed it the quinteſlence of the ſame Theology. The matter was, {the'6rc had ſold hisland,” and the 

And verily, whenI ſought to inſorme my ſelfe of other had bought ir.” The ſeller quickly laid hold 
- of 


Chryſhom. 


part 


of his m5ney, and tlie buyer being entred into poſ.. 
ſ:(fion,had begun to rill the Geld, to have corn trom 
thence : but not thinking thereof, he found gold 
init; for coming to plow the land, he made diſco 
very of a great treaſure, But he, as much aſtoniſh- 
ed as if he had found ſome wenomous creature, of 
ſome miſchievous piece of witch-crafr, went dire&- 
ly to the (cller to advertiſe him of what had paſſed, 
and wiſhed him to take his gold again : but the 0. 


thec being unwilling to underſtand him in that kind, 10 


cauſed him to be called before the Judges. This was 
a buſinels then handled with ſo much concourſe of 
people, that never have 1 ſeen a cauſe ſo notorious, 
I had much ado to underſtand any thing of ir, but 
certain broken words The plaintiff ſpake, How ? 
Muſt men be nſed that ! You have. ſold me a ficld, 
and not given me notice there was a treaſure hidden in 
it, why have you deceived me » why have you uſed 
ſuch foul play with me? The defendant lifted up his 


bands to Heaven, and ſaid : 7 ſwear and proteſt unto 20 


Jon by the faith of an honeſt man,that 1 did not this pur- 
poſely, I ſeld you my land in all ſimplicity not having 
the leaft ſuſpition that there was any treaſure. well 
Sir, if you ſold it with a ſincere intention (faith the 0- 
ther to him) God pardon you, bnt I pray yon come and 
take away your treaſure, He again: Why ſhould [ 
take it ? It belongs toyon, The other: To me? mphat 
injuſtice is this \ I bought land, and not gold, You pur- 
chaſed the land, anſwered the defendant, and af! the 


appurtenances it is reaſon that you poſſeſs all, The poor 30 


plantiff replied, ſighing : would you uſe me in this 
faſhion, ahd charge me with ſuch unhappineſs ? Ra- 
ther take your land again. I will not, {aid his adverſa- 
ry : it belongeth to you. Good God deliver me from 
ſuch an unfortunate chance, I will have care how [ en- 
gage my ſelf inthe like. In the end, the treaſure 
was adjudged to him that bought the land, wherear 
he was much troubled, ſo that his friends had buſi- 
neſs enough to comfort him, 


Oh Age ! Oh goodneſs! Oh golden povertie ! 40 


How muchart thou now eſtranged from our man- 
ners! | ſawnot there the Tornielle nor criminal 

roceſs, for crimes were banifhed from thence, 
borh by great ſeverity of laws, and the excellent di- 
ſpoſition of the people. 

Every one was made to render an account very 
exactly of the means be had to live on. And there 
was a certain girdle, asthat of which Nicholas Da- 
»aſcene ſpeaketlt in his Policie, wherewith the juſt 


widneſs of the waſt was meafured, and if any one 50 


were grown too groſs, he had much ado to eſcape, 
unleſs he brought good witneſs that this happened 
not to him through idleneſs or exceſs of diet. 

If a detratour were found, all his teeth were 
knocked out one after another : If a thief, melted 
s0ld was poured down his throat : If an homicide, 
he was put to be fed on by vulturs inan iron cage : 
If a blaſphemer, his lips were ſeared with a hot iron, 
and his mouth ſowed up : If a drunkard, he was put 


into a ſack and thrown into the water : If one un- gg 


chaſte, he was burnt with a ſoft fire, ſuch horrour 
had they of vice. 

Great volumes would be neceſſary to recount all 
the wonders of this celeſtial Agathopelis, which re- 
quire ſome other ſcope then that which I have un- 
dertaken, I will content my felf to tell you for con- 
dufion,that I faw in the middeſt of the Citie a great 
Pyrams of white marble, on which was ſer the ſta- 
rue of Juſtice, cloathed with a robe all embroidered 
with ſtars, holding in one hand a book of laws, and 
inthe other an ear of corn , about her were alſo 
pourtrayed in emboſſed work, truth, wiſdom, and 
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The States-man. 


the arts ; and ſomewhat lower were beheld the ſta- 
cues of all the great States-men, with certain excel- 
lent precepts of Policie, engraven in braſs, ſome 
copies whereof I have drawnour, which I, my Po- 
licician, defire to impart unto you. 


The fifth SEgCT1oN, 


Sage Precepts drawn out of the Monuments of 
the divine Agathopolis. 


E is the greateſt States-man, who to himſelf 

ſeemeth the leaſt. Imagine not your greatneſs 
conliſteth wholly to ſet up the Commonwealth of 
Plate and Xenophox in your own imagination, nof 
to lay together a huge heap of precepts, nor to 
know Cabals or myſteries, nor to make profeſſion 
of great ſubtleties and ſtratagems : we have ſeen 
by the experience of all Ages, that in affairs there ig 
a certain ſtroke of the Dzvine Providence, which 
dazeleth all the wiſe, difarmeth the ſtrong, and 
blindeth all the moſt politick, with their own pro. 
per lights. | | TS 

Ordinarily the moſt unhappy in States haye 
been thoſe, who have made the greateſt ſhew of 
knowledge, to deceive under humane Policie, That 
is it which rained Feroboam , which undid Saxl, 
which overthrew the Common- wealth ofthe 4the- 
nians, and which made Aachiavel with his great 
liſt of precepts to be diſaſterous in all his underſtand- 
ings. Theſe kind of ſubtile men better underſtand 
the myſterie of diſputation, then how to live, to di- 
ſcourſe then to counſel, and to ſpeak, then to do. 
They all have as it were three things much oppoſite 
to good counſels. 

The firſt is, that they are variable, fickle, and un- 
capable of repoſe; which is the cauſe, that as the 
Sun ſometimes draweth up a great quantitie of va- 
pours which he cannot diſfipate, ſo they likewiſe, 
by this vivacitie perpetually ative, do amaſs toge- 


ther a great heap of affairs, which their judgment _ 


can never difſolye, The ſecond is, that they ſwim 
inan infinite confuſion of reaſons and inventions, 
reſembling oftentimes bodies charged with roo 
great abundance of blood, who through a notable 
exceſs finde death in the treaſure. of life, The 
third is, that ſeeking to withdraw themſelves fron 
common underſtanding, they figure to themſelves 
ſubtleties, and chymzracs, which are as the Tow. 
ers of the Lamie ( as Tertullian ſpeaks) on which 
no man hath chought or ever will; which is the 
cauſe that their ſpiric floating in this great tyde 
yr thoughts, ſeldom meeterh with the diſpatch of an 
affair. 

Add likewiſe to this, that God is pleaſed to ſtu- 
pihe all: theſe great profeſſors of knowledge, and 
make them drink'in the cup of errour, in ſuch ſore, 
that we coming to diſcourſe concerning their judg- 
ment, finde they have committed many faults in the 
government of C ommon-wealths, which the Gm. 
pleſt peaſants would not have done in the diretion 
of their own houſes. | | 

This hath been well obſerved by the Prophet 
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Tſaiah, when he ſaid of the Counfellours of Pha: Ifaiak 15. 


rach: The Princes of Tanals are become fools, the 
Princes of Memphis are withered away, they have 
deceived Egypt with all the ſtrength and beanie of 
her people : God hath ſent amengſt them a ſpirit of 
giddineſs, and made them reel up and down in all 
their attions like drunken men. 
reth theſe 
wiſe Connſellonrs to fall into the hazaras of ſexſcleſs 
men. God maketh the Fndges flupid, taketh away the 

| ſword 


The hol 7b hath Job 13, 
© faid the ſamein theſe terms: God ſuf 
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[word and belt from Kings, to engirt their reins with 
a cord: God maketh the Pricfts to appear infamons , 
ſupplanterh the principle of the people , changeth the 
lips of truth-Speakers, taketh away the dottrixe of 
eld men, aud poxreth out contempt upun Princes, 
Behold the menaces which the Sovereign Maſter 
pronounceth againſt thoſe who wander from the 
true way ; and therefore,my Politician, without per- 
plexing your ſpirit with an infinity of precepts , 


The S$tater:man. Part 2. 


it is ſo much the more ſuitable to States-men, as they 
bave moſt need to ſuck in this life-giving ſpirit, as 
from the tountain of the Word, by the means of 
prayer, 

Saint John Damaſcene in a Dialogue he made a- 
gainſt the Manichees,holdeth this opinion, That the 
greateſt Angels are as clocks, which come in the end 
to larguiſh and faint, if God do not continuall 
draw them upward by the breath of his ſpirit : fo 


which have been touched by a great diverſity of 10 muſt we ſay, that the goodlieſt Spirits, and firongeſt 


pens, I affirm, that all which wy may here expe , 
conſiſteth in four things,which are as foure elements 
of your perfection, to wit, Conſcience, Capacity, 
Diſcretion, and Conrage. 

The firſt and moſt neceſſary inſtruments of all 
arts, and namely of this profeſſion, is Conſcience , 
which verily is the moſt ancient Governels of the 
ſoul, and the moſt holy Miſtreſs of life. 

It is that, which will inſtantly diſpoſe you to the 
end, whereunto you are to pretend in the exerciſe 
of an office. It is that which will tell you, that ha- 
ving given your ſelfe to the publick, you are taken 
away from your ſelfe : that you muſt not enter in- 
to this SanQtuary of juſtice with a beggarly baſe,or 
mercenary intention, bur to aim ſincerely at God, 
and the good of the Common-wealth, Ir is thar, 
which will diſcover unto you thoſe three wicked 

ulfs of ambition, avarice, and impurity , which 
= {wallowed all ſpirits diſ-united from God. Ir 


Intelligences leſſen and wax old every moment, if 
they reſume not vigour in the intelletual ſource , 
by the virtue of devotion. 

When you ſhall be inſtruRed in theſe prirciples, 
this wiſe Miſtreſs, whom I call your conſcience,will 
make you finde in a right courſe the perfe&ion of 
juſtice, which conſ.eth in four principal things, 

The firſt is,neither to aR, nor ſhew to your ſub.. 
jets the leaſt ſuſpition of evil or (in. For you muſt 


26 begin your government by your own example , 


and lince your ſpirit is the firſt wheel whereunto all 
the other are taſtened, it is neceflary to give it a 
good motion. It is held, when the Sun ſtood (till in 
the time of Zoſ#ah, the Moon and all the Stars made 
the like pauſe, Governours and Maſters have this 
proper to themſelves, that in all they do, they pour 
torth their ſpirits into ſuch of their ſubje&ts, who 
are for the moſt part neither good nor bad, but by 
the relation they have to the life of thoſe, on whom 


is that which will teach you, that what is done in 30 their fortunes depend, 


Heaven, is proportionably acted in a Mathematical 
circle; and that which is done inthe great Regiment 
of Angels, ought to be done in the Government of 
men, It is that, which will firmly ſupport you on 
the baſis of the Eternal Providence, It is that, 
which will render you next unto God, by often 
thinking on God, and will make you ſpeak what 
you think, and do what you ſpeak. 


It is that, which will inſtru& you, that the ſpirit of 
man is like a Snn-dyal, which is of no uſe but when 40 man Captain, in m_—_ a Fortreſs of the Samnites, 


the Sun refle&teth on it , and that you likewiſe ex- 
pet not your underſtanding may have any true 
light and direion for the Government of people,if 
not enlighrned with a ray of God. 
Beſides,it will give you means to enter into a ho- 
ſy liſt of piety and juſtice, which are the two funda- 
- mental pillars of all great eſtates. Piety will affign 
you too ſorts of devotion, the one common, the 
.. other ſingular. 


 felbtoals. 
ly = == 
1e-crende- ſerve God, you firſt having moſt pure and chaſt be- 
queme/® liefs in that which concerneth true faith, withour 
t, 0:»m any mixture of curioſities and ſtrange opinions : for 
non ne," It is a very great ſecret in matter of Religion, notto 
Z-o0 _ believe of God but what he 1s; and that man ever 
ferm de knows him ſufficiently, who is holily ignorant cf 
Nanvi?'- him, eſteeming him intinitly to tranſcend his kno - 

ledges. Secondly, it will apply you to divine Wor- 

ſhip and publick ceremonies, in a manner free, cor- 


The ſecond is, not to ſuffer an evill, ſince, as ſaid -,.,,. 
Agapetw tothe Emperour 7»ſtiziay,tocommit and 0» cobuere 
permit crimes, when one hath full power to binder mer 
them, 15 as at were one and the ſame thing. There '.«. o6- 
are ro flatteries ſo charming, nor importunities ſo tbeus. |. 1- 
forcible, which ſhould ever make a well compoſed a 
ſpirit to bend to the permiſſion of a fin, which he 
knoweth to be againſt the horour of God, and 
the tranquility of his conſcience. Fabricianns a Ro- 


kept their Yen, which he ſent to Rome, for the 
beaury of the workmanſhip, and it is thought the 
aſpect of this ſtatue was the firſt occaſion of making 
his wife an adulterefs, and caufed him afterward to 
ſerve as a victim to the loves of this unchaſte wo. 
man by horrible maſſacre. It bappeneth oftentimes, 
that Maſters of families, who ſeem very innocent 
in their perſons, retain ſcandals in their houſes , 
through a certain puſillanimity and diſlimulation, 


The common will cauſe-you piouſly to honcur and 5o Which draw upon them the chaſtiſements of God, 


and diſaſters very extraordinary. The Scripture 

ſaith, the High Prieſt E/; was the lampof God, be. | 
fore he was extinguiſhed by a wicked toleration of | ©<#: 33- 
the exceſſes of his children, which rent his houſe , I #6 . 
and buried him in publick ruins. Take good heed ,,> ** 
there be not ſome houſhold ſeryant raiſed by your © * 
indulgence, who rendereth your favours odious , 

and hiberalities criminal, by abuſe of the power 


whick you have pur into his hands, Alkabicins the 


dial, and Religious, for the ſatisfaRtion of your in- 60-Aſtrologer obſerveth, there are ſtars of their own 


teriour, and the example of the publick. 

Singular devotion will move you to conſider, how 
being a publick perſon , and charged with affairs 
which expe& the motion of the Divine Providence, 
you have a great dependance on Heaven, and that ir 
theretore will fhew you according to the proporti- 
on of your time and leiſure , ſome hour of retire- 
ment ro negotiate particularly with God, in imita- 
tion of Aoſes, that great States-man, who had fo 
familiar a recourſe to the Tabernacle. For if that be 


nature benign, and which would eyer behold ug fa- 
vourably, were it not the neighbourhood of ſome 
others malign altered their ſweer inclinations. And 


"there are many Maſters and Viſtreſles to be found 


in the world, endned with a humour exceedingly 
good, if the near approaches which bad ſervants 
make to their perſons, did not deſtroy this temper, 
That man is truly ſtout and happy, who findeth or Qualities 
makerh men of honour well diſpoſed, faithfully af- gf.” 
fected, induſtrious, vigilant, laborious, indefatiga- 


true which S. Gregory Nazianzen ſaith , that we 70 ble, ſober in ſpeech, prompt inexccurion, patient 


ought to have God in minde, as often as we breath, 


and able intheir charges ; for good ſfouldiers make 
olOrious 
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glorious Captains, and good Officers, great States- 
men. 

The third condition ofthe zeal of Juſtice is, that 
you never be pleaſed an ill at be done under the 
ſhadow that you were not of counſel thereunto, or 
that it never came to your knowledge, Yon may 
very well rejoyce not to have at all contributed to 
evil, yea, not to the birth ofevil , for this were 0- 
therwiſeto betray your conſcience, which ought to 
have the ſame capacity to abhor all vices, and em- 
brace all virtues, as faith inclineth to believe all ve- 
rities revealed unto it. I leave you to think, what 
conſcience Sextimz Pompeins of elder time had, to 
whom,as he entertained Arguſtus and Mark Ax- 
thony in his Ship, and being in the heat of his feaſt, a 
ſ-rvant came to tell him, if ſo he pleaſed, he quickly 
would put theſe two Princes into his power, thereby 
to make him Monarch of the World : He a little 
while thinking on this matter , ſaid to him who 
brought the news, Thou ſhonld{t have done it, and 
never told me of it. This well ſhewed he bare ſome 
reſpe& to fidelity, but was very far from that per- 
te&ion which hateth evil , yea, even that which is 
out of the compals of one's own Knowledge, 

The fourth is, that you mult corre ——_— 
much as yoh poſſibly may , declaring you havea 
natural horrour againſt all ſins, which reſiſt laws 
both divine and humane, and that the love of hone- 
ſty hath made you to pals, as it were, into your na- 


1... Of3 
a promptneſs to take time in the inſtant, to execute 
that which hath orice been well reſolved on. 

He faith a vigorous wit, for it is very tit the ſoul 
ſtould be full of lights and flames which is to ſerve 
others for a guide: and as there is no wit ſo great 
which hath not many detects, ſo it is very neceſſary 
it be poliſhed by good letters, which unite and in- 
corporate in one ſole man the faculties of man 
others, and by the conference of the wiſe, which ta. 

ro keth away all that which excellent natures do as yet 
retain of terreſtrial, ro make them appear in their 
beſt luſtre, 

A man, faith this Authour, who thinketh to bxow 
all, and do «ll, without having any need of the conyſel of 
others, 1s neceſſarily of two things the one, either a God 
amongſt mortals,or a beaſt among mez.The Scripture 
ſpeaking of the great Sea of braſs, which So/omer 
made in the Temple, faith in the book of Paralipe. * Par0%ts- 
menon, that it contained three thouſand meaſures, , g., 

20 and the third book of Kings affords it but two thou. 16.; 
ſand. This ſeemeth to involve ſome contradiQion, 
which Teftatzs clearethin ſaying, This great Veſſel 
in truth amounted to three thoutand meaſures, bur 
that there was never poured out any more thereof 
then two thouſand. So is it with the wits of men 
how capable ſoever , we are not to cloy them with 
charges and affairs ſo far as to exhault them, bur to 
divide burthens in proportion, lince there is none 
bur God alone of ability for all, The p: eſumption 


ture, I do not ſee where the virtue of argreat States. 36 of thoſe who will undertake above their forces, fo 


man may ſhew it ſelf with more luſtre, then in the 
exerciſe of juſtice. S. Gregory the Great faith, A 
mixture of oyl and wine muſt be made to heal the 
wounds of men in ſuch ſort, that mindes may not be 
ulcered with too much ſeverity , nor grow remiſs 
by an exceſs of indulgence. The Rod muſt be uſed 
rotouch, and the ſtaff ro ſupport : love ſhould not 
ſoften, nor rigour tranſport matters into deſpair, 
Moſes the firſt States-man , burned inwardly with 


to leave nothing for others to do, mucli more hurt- 
eth then would {tupidity. 


He addeth, to wit, the ſhape of body , which is Nigred» 
not a little recommendable in the Nature, tigure, "2m 


3 regnanters 
port, gate, age, countenance, ſpeech, and even in «y.cmr, & 
the very habit, All chis when it is eminent, ſurpri. {747 b** 

* . . . . 4.14n* Lene- 
zeth mindes, and ſ{triketh its ſtroke to give eflima- ,,, .« & «/: 
on to a man before we enter into his interiour : bur js mm 


. . . crgts pop lr 
if the houſe anſwer not to the frontiſpiece , what 7" 17: 


errari, Cale 


the fire of charity, ard was outwardly wholly en- 49 may we elle fay., bur that Nature hath built up a god. var. l. 


kindled wich the flames of the zeal of juſtice. As a 
loving father he offered his foul ro God ,even to the 
wiſh to be blotted out of the book of lite to fave his 
people : as a Judge he took the Sword ard bathed it 
in the blood of 1dolaters. He wzs in all kinces both 
a couragious Ambaſſadour,and an admirable Medi- 
atour, pleading before God the cauſe of his people 
with prayers, and before his people the cauſe of 
God with the Sword, 

It isrodo all, to execute good juſtice, God hath 
ſet you on l:igh for no other cauſe, but to behold 
vices beneath ; it you exalt them, they will trample 
you under foot, you ſhall perpetually drink the 
greateſt part of the poyſon you mingled for others, 
and when you ſhall break down the hedge, the 
Snake (as the Scripture threatneth) will {ting you 
the firſt, When a good conſcience hath accommoda. 
red you with this condition, fo that you hve no 0- 
ther intention bur to advarce gocaneſs in your 


own perſon, ard in thoſe who belong to you, you 68 hardir is tobe cured, 


are r.0t a little advanced in the pe: fettions of a great 
States-man , vetirtis fir, Conſcience, Science, and 
Capacity be had for the diſcharge of great employ- 
meats, and eſpecially by him, who m:kes proteflion 
to govern men ſometimes as untraCtable as Hydra's 
of many heads. 

Camnanus Piſhop of Terx;, of whom we have 
ſome Works in the Bid/iorheca Patrew, in the book 
which he compoſed of Magiſtracy , requireth four 
conditions in him: Awit vigorous,a carriage neither 


goodly Manſion to lodge therein a handſom beaſt ? *-2** 
What he hath faidin the third and fourth place 

of prudence ratural,and acquired, vhich ſome have 

to deliberate and well reſolve on an affair,accompa- 

nicd with a ſiour reſ0{ution ard a very ſtrict execu- 

tion, is verily molt neceflary in a great States: man. 
There are ordinarily two great R ocks 1n this 

Sea Of affairs, which have in them oppoſitions' very 

contrary in negotiation of things 1umportant, The 


5o one is irreſolution, and the 0: her obſ{racy in opi- 


nion. Irreſolution ever hoids men ſulpended in 
the air, and tormenteth ſubje&ts who expe 'their 
diſparches and direRions from the counſel of 
thoſe who deliberate. Obfiinacy through a falſe 
preſumption of ability, will never forgo what hach 
been once propoſ:d , and reſembleth a rude Por- 
treſs, which driveih all good advice trom. the 
houſe. One would not believe the burr this laſt 
plague draweth upon a!l good countels, and how 
Verily it is a prodigy, that 
God, whod:ſcovereth {rom the ſuperiour Vaul:s 
of Heaven to the bottom of the Abyſs, the leaſt 
Atoms ofthe World , and who is fo clear {'ghted, 
that Hell hath not darkneſs thick enough to lide 
it {cif before him , notwithſtanding all-wiſe as he Jer 25. 23: 
is, to diſſolve our pride, he feignetli ſome repent- 
ance in his eCtions ; but we, whoſe thoughts are 
rimerous, fore-{ights uncertain, ations contuſed, 
oftentimes have ſo much arrogance, as to be deſi- 
rous to make £00d our faults, for fear to confeſs 


dejeted nor urpleating a prudence full of maturity 70 our errours, 


when there is occal:on to conſulr upon an affair, and 


A Maxime of Politicians maintaineth it is to dis 
M m minſh 


274 
Diminuis miniſh authority,to do that which muſt be undone; 
wwe for ever it is better to ſtifle a Monter in his birth 
rands, Which one hath begot, then ſhortly atrer to foment 
Sezecz- and nouriſh it with humane blood. Ahaſuerns re- 

- © voking the ccuel Edit, which he made concerning 
the maſſacre of the Hebrews, yieldeth a pertinent 
reaſon thereof , ſaying , This diverſity of decrees 
proceeded not from the levity of his ſpirit, but from 
the alterations of times, which make way for affairs 
that are treated, 

As for execution which followeth deliberation , 
itis verily the hardeſt piece : for there are many to 
be found who deliberate, as the Rat in the Fable,to 
bang alittle bell about the Cat's neck, to fortihe 
their Common. wealth again{t ſurprizes.Counſel is 
received by all with applauſe , but when they come 
ro execution, every one turns his back, It is not to 
be imagined, how much a man who executeth affairs 
prudently reſolved on, either of himſelf, or by ſach 


as are very truſty , hath eminence above others in 20 


matter of government, King Antigonns ſaid, his 
warfare was rather a warfare of times and occaſi. 
Polyb.lib,s, Ons, then Arms : and Polybis writeth , that the 
leaſt things, which are donein war, are thoſe which 
are handled with ſword and violence , but the moſt 
eminent are executed by the knowledge, how fitly 
ro manage an occa{ton. 
Behold in a nearer degree the qualities which 
form the capacity ofa States-man,not enlarging m 
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all motions which combat againſt reaſon, that they 
ſparkle not in publick, both to your own diſadvan« 
tage,and the il example of thoſe who behold you. 
Philoſophers have noted, that thunders which ftir 
about break of day, are the moſt dangerous, and 
you ſhall obſerve ifa man in the firlt rays of his dig. 
nity early diſcover covetouſneſs, love, hatred, re- 
venge, avarice, and other paſſions, which much ha» 
ſten tothe prejudice ofthe publick, and that the 


10 voice of the people be raiſed up, as the roaring of 


thunder, he loſeth as much reputation, asit he were 
already corrupted in minde, 

Diſcretion will alſo ſhew you the way how to ma- 
nage your dignity in a manner neither too harſh, 
arrogant, nor haughty , but ſweec,affable,and com- 
municative : and with itto retain an honeſt and 
temperate gravity, thereby to vilifie the character 
which God hath imprinted on thoſe, whom he cal- 
leth to charges and commands, 

It wasa pleaſant mockery to behold thoſe Kings 
of Egypt appear daily in new habits , with the fi- 
gures of beats, birds, and fiſhes, to put terrour up- 
on the people,and give ſubject to Poets to make fa. 
bles of Protews, This affected gravity, ' is not inthe 
manners of great men, who naturally love nothing 
of ſingularity above others, but the eminence of their 
excellent qualities. Our ſpirits are not ſo baſe ard 
childiſh, as to be ſatisfied with ſemblances : they de- 
fire ſome thing more ſolid, and heis ever beſt eſtee- 


ſelf to ſpeak here of others, eſpecially of thoſe that 3o med among the wiſe, who is more reſpected for the 


are put into the number of bleflings, which the 
common fort attribute to fortune. 

But a man way have all poilible inclinations, and 
might notwithſtanding be ever like thoſeMuſicians, 
who performed all their muſick inwardly , no man 
hearing any of it outwardly , if he produced not 
himſelt in diretion, which is the application of all 
the gifts of grace and nature, that a man can have 
for the practiſe and courſe of affairs. 

Nit vile, nil i=. : : 
cupidsry Which is to proportion your ſelf to time, place, per- 
Jude! 4 ons, affairs treated,and to meaſure your ſelfin fuch 
{ca mac. Manner, that your ations may be profitable for all 
iu reddunt, the world. It wilt bring you forth from behinde the 
þ +. 4*; Curtain, and advance you on the Theater, to ſee 
rpc , and to be ſeen reciprocally by all thoſe who have 
«94a 7 Eys. There it is, where you are not to preſent any 
prohenſtone , , - . . , 

ſordeſcant, thing that is ſordid, dejected, proud, furious, light, 
—— feartul, nor paſſionate : for great fortunes have 


this property, to extrude all the blemiſhes of the 5® ſimple, innocent, poor, and afflicted creatures, Think '*: 


heart into the forchead , and although much arc 
may be uſed to hide one's ſelf, they make a man a 
pear naked, who never is well cloathed with habili- 
ments of forrune, if he have not true ornaments of 
virtue. 

What think you, if men be now adays ſocurious 
as to vaunt to ſee ſpots in rhe Sun, where will they 
not finde fault, eſpecially if they have a ſubjet gi. 
ven them? Great excuſes ſerve for no other pur. 


poſe, bur to cover vice, which truth diſcovereth, and © For thisit is, that Kings, Princes, States, and Of- 


fame publiſheth , with as many Trumpecs as men 
have mouthes, 

This ſage advice will tell you, that it is not neceſ- 
ſary you ſhewing your ſelf in publick, muſt there. 
fore make all your defeQts appear , and whatever 
you bear upon your heart, as if you had a breaſt of 
chriftal ; but alſo that the way well to cover your 
paſſions,is to bave none, I ſay nor, you ought to be 
without reſentments and inclinations : for as thoſe 
places, where there is neither ſound nor motion, ſa. 


interiour, then the outward ſeeming, 

Diſcretion will diſcover unto you the conditions, 
manners, inclinations, abilities, and wants of thoſe 
whom you are to govern , and with a finger ſhew 
you the bent,which way you muſt incline, to lay hold 
of men, It is at this day no {mall matter, to manage 
humours, which are as different as they are incom- 
patible.The Problem of the Wolf,the Goar,and the 
Colewort, is daily renewed. If a Ferry-man finde 


This direRion will reach you a marvellous ſecret, 49 himſelf much troubled to paſs theſe three things ſe- 


verally from one (ide of the River to the other, thar 
the wolf may dono hurt to the goat, nor the goat to 
the colewort in his abſence : what prudence think 
you muſt a States-man have,to accord ſo many dogs 
and hares hawks,and doves ? Saint Gregory faith, Pa. 
radiſe hath nothing init but bleſſed ſouls, and Hell IE 
is filled with miſerable; butthe world wherein we givea by 
live,containeth Merchants very different, You ſhall "3 75: 


behold under your government a great number of Caſliods- 
God hath principally created you for them , open Fig.ar0 og 
your heart with an amorous compaſſion, extend to ne 1wdia 
them the bowels of your charity, ſtretch out affe&i- 199 47%. 
onately to them your helpful hands, take their re- « remiſs: 
ueſts,lend ear to their crics,cauſe their affairs to be þ Er ancdony 
Geedily diſpatched, not drawing them along in de- 7a; cri 
lays which may devour them, ſtrengthen your arm * #% 
nm voces 


againſt thoſe that oppreſs them, redeem the prey out ,iirave- 
of the Lion's throar, and the Harpies talons, 


rurt tibs 
laudentinm, 


ficers are made, To ations of this kinde is it that 
God promiſeth all the bleſſings of Heaven,and ad- 
mirations of earth, For this ſort of proceſſes are 
crowns of glory prepared. By this means a man di- 
veth into the bottom of the heart and good opinion 
of people. This is the cauſe, that one hath 0 many 
ſouls and lives at command, as there are men , who 
the more ſweetly breath air by the liberality wher. 
with they are obliged. The greatneſs of man before 
God,is not to repleniſh earth with Armies, & make 


your ill; fo ſouls thus deafned are not always the 70 Rivers of blood, and to raiſe up mountains of dead 


moſt purified : but I pronounce, you muſt ſo repreſs 


bodies, but to do juflice to a poor Orphan, to wipe 
away 


Part 2. 
away the tears of a fo-lorn widow , to ſleep in oyl 
(as the <criptire ſpe:kzth)the yoke of people which 
live on gull and wo:-m-wood. *For, not touching 
here any thing in particular, we know, that in all 
Realms of Chriſtendom, there are very mary per- 
ſons, who ſigh under neceſlities a!molt intolerable 
to the moſt tavage, and who daiſy charge ears with 


complaints, and Altars with vows for their delive- 
rarce. 


Now that we have a King ſo well d:ſpoſed to ju- 10 be much troubled to finde our the piece of go! 


ſtice,and near his perſon fo ſage a Counſel a Parlia- 
ment ſo zealous tor the publick good, ſo many ho- 
nourable men endowed with fo ſincere intentions, 
when may we reaſonably expe& the comfort of 
people, it not at this hour, when miſeries are emi- 
nent,clamours piercing,and diſpoſitions ye:y good ? 
Alas, if there be any thing in the world, wherein a 
great States-man may be ſeen to oblige the preſent 

and repleniſh the future times with admiration ot 


his virtues, it is in procuring the advancement of ſo 20 mannageof revenues,artillery,arms, ſea-affairs. forti- 


holy an affair, for which Heaven is in expeRartion, 
and the hands of fo many thoufands of people are 
daily lifted up on Altars. 

Such and ſo many Officers, for not having had any 
other aim in charges, but the accommodarion of 
their own «fairs, have paſſed away like phantaſms, 
leavins nothing here behind them but ordure, nor 
bearing ought with chem into the other world bur 

Anime vu! Cr1Mes. 1 hey have found, that the ſouls of the woannd- 


erat? ed have cried to Heaven againſt them, and that Ged 30 Avoid above all, ſix obſtacles of good affairs, which 
el4mn4v 


mnt, Te bath n2t let it paſs without revenge, as ſpeaketh holy 
« mw Ph inthe four and twentieth Chapter, where he at 
« ve 0e*#* large explicateth both the calamity of the poor and 
the chaſtiſement of the rich,who perſecute them.Bur 
all thoſe who have conſtantly addicted themſelves to 
the maintenance of juftice,and the conſolation of af+ 
flicted perſons, belides the Crowns which they en- 
joy in Heaven, live gloriouſly in the memory of 


R-gn-ut Men, Their mouthes, which are opened for juſtice, 


facuitas 


nc kr 4i- R R 
_—_ \.. tO have lillies and rofes ſtrewed on the marble 


iu, + which encloſeth them, and that their poſterity may 
«1-1 © @'fo reap the good odour of the virtues of their no- 


Hlies the 


ſaures fs ble anceſtours, which hath made it march with up- 
me nge rea *d head beforethe face of the people. 

_— You on the other part ſhall behold travels and 
= poo laud: ble ations, which good judgement will invite 


you to recompence , wherein you muſt ſhew your 
iclte generous ar l;beral. For, although virtue be 
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This diſcretion whereof 1 ſpe:k, will ſhew you 
the manner of proceeding in:ffairs;, forit much 
importeth to lay hold of them by a certain handle 
which rendereth them much more eaſe, We ſec by 
experience, that thoſe who make them ſpeHtocles of 
chryſtal cut into diamond points, to7 one piltolet 
on a table, think they ſee a —_ treaſure, in 
ſuch ſort their eyes are 'filled with illufions, nd 
yet their hard it they krow not the. ſecret, will 


they ſeck for. 

Thus daily bappeneth in the courſe of the world : 
affairs have an infinity of faces, which preſent theme 
ſelves to our thoughts even then, when they are 
moſt ſubtile ; but they are hollow imagirations,ar.d 
heis really an able man, who.knoweth how to l-y 
his finger upon the point of a bulineb, and graſp it, 
as it ſaid, at the right end, 

You expe not here I ſhould ſpeak to you of tlie 


fications, peritions, and decrees, they being matters 
much alienated from my profeftion, from whence 1 
can derive no glory but by the conteſlion of mine 
own ignorance, Every one muſt look into the ſh. 
ſtance, extenrt,and the quality of :ffairs he treatecl, 
muſt learn what is profitable tobe Known for the 
diſcharpe of his place, inform himſelt of that which 
he cannot of himſelf fore know, willirglv bearken 
to advices,cxamine and weigh them with maturity, 


are, Diſorder, Confuſion, Paſhon, Solticicude, Irre-. 
ſolution, Precipitation, to do all things warily, and 
peaceably , fo that no anxiety be ſhewed , like 
unto Sejanm , a man who bad more ſpirit then _;q, ,» 
conſcience , and of whom it is ſaid, that in the rims. 
middeſt of his greateſt employments , he ſeemed \**» 
cver idle. | 

There are ſome who give out many precepts up- 
on every office,and do,as if one fhonld make a large 


after they are ſhut up as Temples, are truly worthy 40 diſcourſe to a man by teaching him to go. Experi- 


ence,which is a wife Miſtreſs, fo ſoon as ſhe encoun- 
tereth with a man endowed with ſome capacity , 
ſheweth him much more then books. 

Finally, your laft livery is Conraze, which is ex- 
ceedingly neceſſary for men of your profeltion.Ca- 
liſt henes a diſciple of Ariftctle cbſcrveih, that the 
carchquake of the Iſte of Delos, was an unlucky pre- 
ſage to the Cities of Buri: and He/ice, which were 
ſwallowed up in a gulf.So when the bodies of States- 


always well enough payed with its own merit, yer FO men,which are as this ifland of the Sun, tremble and 


muſt we affirm it to be one of the greateſt diſorders 
which may bappen in a State, when in ſowing bene- 
firs, noughr elſc is reaped bur ingratitude, and that 
to be capable of rewards, one mult become remark- 
able in crimes. 

On the ather {de, there will be many defe&s pre- 
ſenred, har muſt be co:re&ted , which are either of 
perſons very well conditioned, talleninto ſome ſl;ghr 
offence by lurprize , and ſuch as theſe ought to be 


bow to favour, what may we expect, but an abſolute 
defolation of Provinces ? It 1s neceſſary to have a 
great courage to ſtrengthen the arm againſt ſogreat 
authority of iniquiries,and violences of men of qua- 
lity, who will confound clements,and mix {tars with 
the duſt of the earth to come to the end of their 
exorbitant prerenſtons, | 

A great courage, fay I, toreſiſt the ſecret allure- 
ments, which occur on the part of allics and friends, 


handled with much ſweetneſs and clemency, or they 60 eſpecially of powerfull women , to whom nature 


are covert vices of ſome wicked conſciences, which 
you neither ought, nor may as yet manifeſt,and here 
much induſtry and wiſdom muit be uſed ro diſtodge 
ſin,and draw the windivg ſerpent out of his den, as 
by the handof the wiſe woman ſpoken of in Scrt- 
p:ure :or they are publick {ins of men refolved, who 
ſin without hope of amendment to the infetion of 
a Common. wealth, and here is it, you are to {treng- 
then your ſelf with all your power, to take away the 
evil, and evil men, 

Theſe are the precepts which S. Bonaventrre gi- 
verh in his Treatiſe of the Wings of the Seraphin, 


hath afforded ſuch dangerous attrattives, thar ir is 
many times much eaſier to defend ones ſelf from the. 
horns of -bulls, the tusks of bores, and the throat of 
Lions, then from the cunning prattiſes of ſuch c.ea- 
rures, 

A. great courage inthe manage of affairs, and 
words,that are to be uſed with certain perſons,who 
are quickly angry and heated 1n their harneſs: whac 
a brave virtue 1s it to endure and temper them with 


70 a mildnels of ſpirit,peaceable;and charitable , as it 1s 


{aid that with a honey-comb fountains of croubled 


Avicen, de 


water arecleanſed and purified. An Ancient ſaid, that qitusiis- 
Mm 2 he 
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he who can well fuffer an injury is worthy of an 

te:L«jwr- Emp.re ; bis only filence will diſarm a paltionate 

WV man. and throw proſtrate at his feet the ſame, who 
ſeemed to roar over his head. 

A great courage alſo ro tolerate the ingrateful , 
who often caſt {tones againit thoſe, who gave them 
honey : like unto thote Arlantes, who ſhot Ar. 
rows againlt the Sun, 

A great courage likewiſe in the bad ſucceſs of af. 


Tie HOLY COURT. 


The Stetei-man. 


one and thirty Kings under- went the yoke. 

Behold Samze/, the Father, Maſter, and Judge of 
two Kings, the Doour of Prophets, the SanQtuary 
of the poor, the pillar ofthe Church. Is it not a 
magnificent ſpeacle to ſee him go ont of charge 
after ſo long a pogeroment, and ſo great a diverſity 
of affairs, with a Rear. ſo untainted, and hands un. 
defiled, as if he had perpetually converſed with An- 
gels? Isit not a molt heroical ation which he did in 
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fairs, which cannor always proſper according to the 10 the firſt of Kizos, when atter the ekttion of Sarl, i Reg 22, 


meaſure of our travel and good deſires, And to tell 
you ic ina word, a very able courage, when a man 
15 ready to ſuffer the loſs of office, diſgrace, baniſh- 
ment, poverty, impriſonment, and permit rather to 
have the heart turned out of your belly, then any 
good reſolution to be pulled trom you, which may 
be conceived for the Weal-publick, 

If you deſire to arrive at rheſe precious endow- 
ments, let the Scripture be ever repreſented before 


having voluntarily reſigned his dignity, be ſhewed 751% 
himſelt with up-rear'd head in the midit of the ;.a, Demi. 
people, and gave hberry to all the world, from "+ Sa 
the leaſt to the greateſt, ro complain and make in. 77 Ee 
formation againlt him before the King newly cho- 
ſen? Ifir may be found, thatin his magiſtracy, he 
ever did the leaſt wrong to any man, he 1s there rea- 
dy to afford all fatisfaQion that may be thought tir, 
But as he had lived moſt innecently, at this word 


your eys as the pillar of clouds and flames, which zo was lifted up a loud cry, proceeding troma general 


conducted the Army of the living God. There it is, 
where you ſhall learn Maxims of State, ſcored our 
with moſt vigorous refleRtious of the wiſdom of 
God, and where you ſhall trample under foot with 
a generous contempt ſo many illuſions, which wret- 
ched fouls ſeck for in the mouth of Pythoniſſes and 
Sorcercrs,Read the books of Wiſdom theProphets, 
the book of holy Jeb, and the divine Pſalms of the 
King,choſen out according toGods own heart. Con- 


conſent of the people, which highly proclaimed the 
integrity of his juſtice, 1s not this a praiſe of more 
value, then millions ot Gold and Empires? 

But above all, refle& often on the Wiſdom of 
God Incarnate, 7eſws Chriſt, the Saviour of the 
World, as the prime model of ell States-men,which 
the Prophet 1/aiah hath exaQtly repreſented in the 
eleventh Chapter of his Propheſie, where he figu. 
reth the Redeemer unto us in quality ot a Judge,to 


{der the {tream of ſo many Hiftories written in this 30 ſerve for an inftruQion and an example to all poſte- 


heater of wonders, which are charaQers of tire, 
wherewith the Divine Providence is pleaſed to be 
figured to mortal eys, that we may learn the pu- 
niſhment of crimes, and the crowns of virtues. 
Repreſ:ntunto your ſclves ofcen in your Idza's 
thoſe great States-men, who have flouriſhed in the 
courſe of all Age;, and derive light and fire from 
their examples, to illuminate ard inflame you in the 
ſclt ſame lilt, Behold him who had been retined a- 
bove all others in the £chole of God, I mean A7o- 
Mo'es Dc ſes, Who hath there been more humble in refuling 
de prox» charges, more obedient in accepting them, more 
:erul, de faithtul in exerciſing them, more induſtrious in ex- 
M109932-  ecuting the commandments of God, more vigilant 
"4. 1, 1n government of the people, more ſevere in the 
22.contr. Correction of vices, more patient in ſufferance of the 
Fauſt CaP- ;nfirmities of ſubjeRs, .and more zealous in the cor- 
b di:l love he bare to the whole world ? 
With theſe gifts he became the God of No. 
narchs, he ruined the ſtate of his enemies, he vn- 


rity. Firſt, foraſmuch 2s concerreth his perſe&i- 
ons, he gave him ſeven forts of ſpirits very conſo- 
nant to a true Politician, to wit, the ſpirit of zi/- 
dem ard Underſtanding, the ſpirit of Cornſ/et and 
Strexoth, the ſpirit of Science or Picty, and the 
Fear of God, wherewith he was wholly repleniſhed. 
Then deſcribing his manner of proceeding, he ſaith , 
He ſhall not judge accordirg to humane appearan- 
ces, by the inconliderate views of carnal eys,and the 


,, relation of a raſh tongne: but he ſhall do juſtice to 


the poor, and fortitie himſelf with all kinde of vi- 
Sour, for ghe defence of ſo many gentle ſouls,as are 
oppreſſed in the world. 

To this purpoſz he ſhall ttrike the carth with the 
words of his mouth, uling his tongue as avod of 
correQion, ard ſhall overchrow the wicked with 
the breath of his lips. 

Juſtice ſhall be ſo familiar to him , that he ſhall 
make uſe ofit,as ofa girdle of Ionour , or a rich 
bawdrick which Captains were, The effects of his 


looſed the chains of an infinite number of ſlaves, he 5 government ſhall be ſo eminent, that the Wolfun- 


opened Seas, Ie manured Wilderneſſes, he marched 

inthe tront of ix hundred thouſand men at Arms, 

he liv: d iaborious amorsgſt Shepherds, chaſt inthe 

Courts of Kings, tempcerate 1n government, a com- 

pznion of Angels in bis re:irement, and, as it were, 

'  -# a Cabinet-friend of God, haying continually Hea- 
«ace. Yen for objeR, and all greatneſs in contempt, Ke 

{« priate had blotted out all char which was manin him, by 


cunver{anos - : | 
angry won «0; purity of a converſation wholly celeſtial. The 


der his reign ſhall be ſcen to cohabir with the Lamb, 
the Leopard with the Goar, the Calf with the Lion, 
and little children to play with Baſilisks andAſpicks, 
willing in theſe Allegories roſignifie, thar he ſhall 
mollife the moſt ſavage humours by his laws, to re- 
duce them to the temper of reaſon. 

Behold ſomewha: near , how this divine Writer 
deſcribeth the Policy of the King of Monarchs, 

All choſe who baveinliſed in bis ſteps, have been 


rat, 12enren feſt; was in him under ſuch ſubjettion, ard the ſpi- 60 glorious in the memory of men : ard he chat would 


rYETCNTy, Care 


now ſabjici. TIC 10 ſuch Empire, that he merited the name of 
eu, name (0d, in the reſemblance of whom he was transtor- 
IE m«d by the ſuperabundance of his virtues. 

as Oh Betold that great Diſciple of Afoſes , Feſprab ; 
Gm ſe what piety4n the ſervice of the Qunzipotenr, whar 
Pu. ſweernels in government, what greatneſs of ipirit in 


brace for- 11Oble enteprizes,, what patience in Githcultics, 
zaaverit, 


met of, What prudence 1n direction, what diſpatch in expe- 
z. de Cain ditzons ? It is no wonder 1f at the ſight of theſe emi- 


aa J 
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rumber up through all Ages fo many preat States= 
men, ſhould make a large Volume. 

I will not atthis time prodnce Aeclon Injurioſms, 
Carmerus, Robert, -Anibert ſurnamed the” Aim of 
God, Ocnis, Godegranaus, Ledwardus, Foinardus, 
Raoul, Fulbertus, Hilawinns, Moniieur Stephen of 
France, Guarinnus, illiam of Aſountainne, Hear 
Arnandus of Corgnes . Rochfort, and the moſt fa. 
mous Thomas Are : not ſpeaking of fo many 0- 


& &bel. nent qualities, Walls and/Ciries fell, Giants waxed 70 ther l:ghrs of Ages, which have illuſtrated us mvch 


pale, Rivers retired back; the Sun ſtood {t:ll, and 


nearer, where we may finde a lars lilt of uncor- 
rupted men. Meany 
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The HOLY COURT. 


Many have ſo worthily filled the chairs of Juſtice, 


that they have deſerved to paſs forward to Altars , 
there to poſſels the prime- places of Prelacies. 


1 fatisfie my fſelfro draw out of Afarcianm, Caſ- 


The $tates-man. 


ſiodorns, Baronius, ard ancient Manuſcripts, the life 


of Boetixs, where you may obſerve the body of Hi- 


ſtory ſufficiently repleniſhed with matters very 
conliderable, 


Tall 
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The firſt SECT10N. 


His preat Noutity. 


Ehold here how .I make a great States- 
man to walk along in his rank, the 
honour ofthe Gown, and the lingu. 
1a: Ornament of the Purple Gar. 
ment, who hath had the priviledge to 
revive Learning in his lite, and art his 

death to bury all the Roman Greatneſs in his Tomb, 
It is the molt i]luſftrious Boctizes, whom 1 have (>. 

le&ed almott in the firſt Ag:s of Chriſtianity, as the 
moſt accompliſhed perfonage, that ha:h Aouriſhed 
in the quality of a man of rhe long Robe through. 
our Chriltendom, For if you contder his extra. 
ion, it was the nobleſt of bis time : if you regard 
his means, he was of rhe molt honel!ly rich ,, if you 
refe& on his wit, he dazeled theeys of the mot 

Learned : if you behold his innocency, ' his life was 

gs a Pearl without blemiſh, if you weigh his digit. 


ty, he had been threenmes Conſul of Rowe: if 


you enquire after his Negotiations and Cover. 


ment, you ſhall inde he livedin rhe greateft revo- 2 


lutions of the Roman Empire , when affairs were 
moſtrthorny. if you will obſerve his conftancy, 
VG (hall fee a pillar of, Diamond not to be ſhaken 
with all the counrerbufts of iniquity : andif a brave 
death may fzt a feal upon a good life, you will be 
entorced to aginire him, beholding kim to-Eyt 02 4 


ccaffold, for the defence of piety and juſtice, which 
are the rwo Poles char ſupport all the great Policy 
of this Univerſe, 

The unhappineſs is, there hath not been ſome 
Auchour found in that Iron Ape, to have written 


the acts of this great man in a tile ſuitable to his 


merit ; we ſhould bave diſcovered marvellous trea- 
ſures : but ſince I muſt make my way through fo 
creat a ſcarcity of Writers, who have handled this 
tubjeR,1 will endeavour to.renger it as little irkfom 
in ſtile, as itis profitable in macter, 

As tor the firſt quality I have cbſerved in him, 
which is his great Nobiluy, it is certain he ſummed 
upa thoutand vears, fince his Anceſtours began to 
be reſplendent with fingular luſtre in the City of 
Rome, which is no fina!l ſpace, to fav, that ren Ages 
which watt Rocks, and wear Elements, id not al- 
tered rhe honour of this great Family. 

He was deicended from the houſe of thoſe great 
HMeanli, whole hearts extended as {ar. as'the Romass 
Empire. The molt celebraced amongſt them, named 
HMarens Manlins, defended the Capitol againſt the 
Gaul; 1n the extreme neceflicy of the Romans, & re- 
d:emed,as1t were, from the abyſs of theCicy,which 
God had choſen to command over fo many nations, 

ldewas a man trulv valorons, who wanted nothing 


bu 
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but to have been born in an ample Kingdom , and 
not ina Republick jealous of the greatneſs of its 
ſubjeRs : For, he having too much courted the peo- 
= ro the prejudice of Migiltrates, was accuſed to 
nave ſought a change of government, and was pre- 
cipi:ated trom the Capitol which he had defended, 
to the end the theater of his glory might be rurned 
into the ſcaffold of his pumſhment. 

Never could any thing be ſeen more deplorable 
then this brave Captain,when RY his cauſe, 
where he was upon queſtion of bis lait unhappineſs, 
having produced abour four hurd:ed Citizens, de- 
hvered from great neceſſities by his means, then 
thirty ſpoils of noble enemies, whom he hadſlain 
with his own hand, then ten Crowns, then fourty 0. 
ther prizes of valour , as he beheld the incenſed 
Judges much enclining to his ruin, he ſhewed his na- 
ked breaſt asyet covered over with honourable ſcars 
received in ſo many great battels fo: his Countrey, 
and then turning his eyes and his up-rear*d handsto 
heaven towards the Capitol, he prayed the Gods ro 
give the people of Rome the ſame underſtanding 
tor the creacien of his perſon, that they had 
afforded him for the fafety of the Weal- publick, in 
defence of the Ciry of Rome. 

This ſpeRacle was ſo raviſhirg.that it was impof- 
{ble rocondemn him in ght of this noble tortrels, 
which ſubſilted not but by his valour : bur his ene- 
mies cauſing him to be carried into another place , 


exerciſed a heavy judgement, and an at odious to 30 


poſterity, which was attended by For ſterilities and 
peſtilencies,attributed to thedeath of this noble per- 
ſonage. The other Mayliw very eminent, was he, 
who ſlew in ſingle combat theCaptain of the Gaules 
in ſight of both the armies Tor this man advancir 
himſelf on a bridge, aſſailed, ard detended by both 
parts, chailenged aloud the molt valorous among 
the Romans to combat man to man ; which being 
underſtood, Manl:us ſtowly came forth with the 
leave of his DiQatour, ard having well obſerved his 
adverſary, who immeaſurably braved it, he ſtruck 
liim ſo nimbly, that he fel down ſtark dead in the 
liſt : then taking his chain offall bioudy, he hung it 
about his own neck, from wher.ce he was ſurnamed 
Torqnatus ; which Title did afterward likewiſe re- 
main unto his whole poſterity. 

The third otth's race much renowned in hiſtories 
by an a&, one of the ſevereſt ever exerciſed , was 
that Torquatss, who cauſed his ſons head to be cur 
off, tor having charged and vanquiſhed his enem 
without leave. The young man tickled with the ho- 
nour of hisAnceſtours,ſecing a fair occaſion to fighr, 
rook the opportunity. And not expecting the per- 
miſſion of his fa:her,overth ew the enemies of the 
Roman people, in kil ing with his own hands a ran 
of note infingle combat, whereupon ful of joy, he 
returneth with the applauſe of the ſouldiers, and 
baſteneth to ſeek out bis father, who commanded 
the Army, bearing in his hands the ſpci!s ot his e. 


nemies, and ſaying aloud : Father, behold the cauſe gy 


why I may be eſteemed your ſon. But the father turn- 
ing hiseyes away, cauſed the trumpet to be ſound- 
ed to gather all the ſouldiers together, and in the 
middeſt of a great Aſſembly, as General, he pro. 
nounced ſentence againſt his ſon, and faid unto 
him: Son, Since without any refÞc{t,cither of the 
dignity of a Conſul wherewith the Commen.wealth 
bath hononred me, or the majeſty of the title of a fa- 
ther, which nature bath afforded me over yoa,you have 


fonobt toxtrary to my editt, 4: fſelving the ſacred knet 79 and a maia-ſervant become the heir of her Miſtreſs : 
that is, faith he, the fourth thing which the world 
cannot endure, Education maketh manners , and 

| every 


of military diſcipline, which hath hith:rto maintain- 
ed:the greatneſſe of the Roman State : I well ſee you 


The Staws man. 
have reduced «ffairs to ſuch mcrfſiy, that eithir 1 


muſt forget the Commonwealth, or my {elf axgmine. 
B::t Goa forbid the pu.bli. k ſuſfer for cur fault?, and 
that we muſt expiate the temerity of cne Joung man, 
by the diſaſters of ſo many innccext per/ens, Here ax 
alt of State muſt be perfor med,Which is for the preſent 
ſomewhat odions, br ſhall be prefitable for yuh 
through all pefterity. My ſon, I have ſenſe of nature; 
as a father ,and a5 a Ca; tain I reſent alſo the flaſhes of 


10 this youthful virtue, which ts ſo charming in its illu- 


fien : but ſince I muſt, either by your impenity aunzl, 
or by your bloud ſeal the commandment of th: Con/uls, 
jou being of my blond, I cannot think you ſo drgenerate, 
as to dewy to re-eſtabliſh by your puniſhment the Laws 
of arms, which you by your errour have diſt rojed. 

Thereupon he commanded the executioner co bind 
him, and lead bim to the place of puniſhment, to 
be beheaded, wherewith the Aſſembly was ſo aſto- 
nifhed, as if all the Captains had their heads under 
the ſame ſword, lor every one was drenched in a 
deep filerce, until the bloud of this yourg prince 
was ſeen to puſh forth , for then the ſouidiers ſpar- 
ed neither ſorrow nor execrations, taking the body 
by main force to cover it with its ſpoils, and interre 
It with all honour, 

I had a-defire to touch this particularly, thereby 
toteach the Reader, that the great conſtancy which 
Boetius witneſled inthe whole courſe ot his lite, and 
eſpecially at his death,was in him heredita-y, 

It were a long piece of work for Izm,who would 
proſecute all the as of the Anceſtours of Buerize, 
fince by the report of Saint Hierem, this family hath 
been fo illuſtrious, that ſcarcely can one man be 
tourd therein, which hath not enjoyed 01 deſerved 
the Conſulſhip. 

Wherefore | may well ſay, it was a very particu« 
lar Providence of God upon this admirable man, 
which being pleaſed to raiſe him to the condi.ion 
of a great States-man, hath cauſed him to be nobly 


o born. For although ic cannot be denied , bur thar 


many deſcended trom very mean extraction, have 
ſometimes exceedingly well improved in the man- 
rage of States, yer muſt we affirm, they have ſtood 
in much need of time, diligence,and eminent virtues 
to give a counterpoiſe to this defect of bloud, Or. 
dinarily.thoſe who ariſe from theſe degrees, being 
derived from baſe birth, are many tim:s envied,and 
little reſpeRed, whereby finding themſclves offend- 
ed, they often take harſh ways,to become powerful 
in the minds of ſubzeRs by ſtrong hand : whereas 
ſuch as are of race noble and illuſtrious, canrot have 
ſo few other parts, but that they may eaſily enter 
into hearts, as into a houſe, which the virtue of An- 
ceſtours bach beforeband wholly purchaſed for - 
them, And though this ſeem expedient inall pla 
ces, yet it is much more neceſſary in a State, where 
is a great number of noble menand generous ſpirits, 
ard where every one thinks himſclt ſufficient 
crough to perform that which another doth, 

Preſumpcion equalleth them all in ability, at the 
leaſt according to their imaginations, were it not 
that the uncontroulable ſupereminercy of houſes 
makes them yield to reaſon. And although baſe no; 
bilicy be very ſhameful, yer is ir much more rolera- 
ble then a ſervile ſpirit, which hath power in its 
hands withour any moderation, 

There are four things, faich the Wiſe-man, which 


cauſe earth-quakes here below, A ſervant imperi- pray. x0: 
. Oxs, a rich fool,a woman ſcornful when ſhe is marricd 


3 
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be created of God to govern men, Onthe other 
part his family, which was rich and porertul, gave 
alſo much encreafe to bis command , as that which 
alienated him from the corruprions,that ealily faſten 
on a necelli cous fortune, A 
verty, is ever tO be feared, and a rich innocent can- 
not meet with any thing more dangerous then a 
bungry Judge. 
S 5 | 
Saint Thimas hath ſaid very well, that a poverty 


4 cap» yirtuous and free from all covetouſneſs, is an 2dmi. 
*'m r2ble quality for a States-man : but where ſhall we 


now adays tind ſuch a poverty, ina time, when riot 
is ſo exorbitant , thar rhe greateſt houſes are there- 
with impeached ? The innocent riches of our great 
Conſul tell out to be much to the purpoſe, fo that 


they might be employed for aid of the poor, in a 29 


time which happened in one of the ſickhelt Ages of 
the world, ruined by ſo many incurlions of Barba- 
rians, not naming the other ſcourves , which then 
fougl aginlt the {ins of men, 


TheſecondSE CT 10N. 
The eminert wiſdom and learning of Boetius, 


\ Xperience, the wiſeſt Miſtreſs of the world , 
ha i ſometimes cauſed the faying of Plato to be 
que! 10nd, who thought Common. Wealths happy 
when chey tell into the hands of Philoſophers, or of 
men who ſought to become Philoſophers. Yor 
in effe& it is 0bſerved, that thoſe ſo knowing men 
meet not always with the bent of common under- 
landings, having their ſpirics more eſtranged from 
cv} fe. They pleaſe themſelves with great Idea's 
as if they converſed m the Common- wealth of P/ato 
with d:my-gods, not at all yeilding to inhrmities of 
nature, And although they uſe ſome endeavour to 
render themſclves converſable , yet doth the ſweet- 
neſs of repoſe inebriate and withdraw them from 
affairs : but if they force themſelves to attend them, 
noiſe amazeth them, diveriity of humours not al- 
ways fuirable to thei: underſtanding diſtaſteth them, 
| bour ſornewhar painful overvwhelmeth chem , and 
the he. p of ſo many incident occaſions contoundeth 
them, 
Add hereunto, that there is much malice in the 


mariners of men, not found in books, and thac their 3® 


ations þ<1ns very innocent, when they come 10 
mealur: ochers by their own level, they lind them. 
ſelves deceived. Beſides, the ſedentary and retired 
life ſpent in the entertainment of their books, ren- 
dereth them very timorous,& ſofteneth their brow, 
which ſhonld always be as it were of braſs,to endure 
the ſhock of ſtrong impudencies, which may inſinu- 
ate themſclyes into the corruptions of the times. 
This may be confirmed by the example of 7 heg- 


dates King of the Goths,who with all the Philoſophy 60 


of Plato, wherein he was exceedingly ſtudious, very 
:1l managed his affairs. 

As alſo by Michael the Emperour, ſfurnamed of 
the Grecians, Parapanicirns,as who would fay, The 
<chollar : for he perpetually had cable books and 
pens in his band, ro compoſe Orations, Verics, and 
Hiſtories, reſigning the whole government ol his at- 
fairs to an Eunuch, named Nicephories, who through 
his inſatiable avarice drew much hatred upon the 
head of this Emperour. 

t verily affirm, if you take learning in theſe ex» 


Cm BOLT TUOVELE 
every one is v1: that which he hath learned in 
outh, wers ic not, chat through a great ſtrength 
of courage il! ir.ci:nations are relifted., 
Boetizes , who in his excellent Nobility was en- 
dowed with ſo ſweet a temper of ſpirit, ſeemed to 


ZO 


"try. 


The Siates-man, 


ceſles,one may very well ſay,that it would not only 
become unprofitable, but alſo dang-<cous to princt« 
pality. It is not my intention to prove learned men 
are capable of the manage of gre: affairs {or the 
onely conſideration of the advantage hey bave in 
letters, {or then Governours of Provinces were to 
be taken out ofthe Regencies of ſcholes , but 1 ſay, 
that ſciences well managed, add a marvellous lu. 
{tre to one in government, For firſt, they vindicate 


man who feareth po- x © him from ſtupidity and a ſavage life, which maketli 


a man withour ſight or knowledge of virtue, to be 
in a State, as was Pe/iphrnzus, made blind by T/yſ- 
fes,in his den, Beſides, they cleanſe,refine, and tore 
the ſoul, made to know great and divine lights. Afa 
terwards, they open the underſtanding by the read- 
ing of ſo many excellent books, and even unlooſe 
the tongue, which is an inſtrument very neceſſary to 
manage hearts, Hinally, they make a man more 
mild,civil, and courteous, and 1 could fay alſo more 
awful and worthy of credit. 

For if fome unhappy Princes were produced,who 
being unturniſhed- of other talents, have made ill 
uſe of letters , by abuſing them through want vf 
judgement, as one may all the beſt things in the 
world , this nothing at all in ſubſtance leſſeneth che 
truth of our propolition , ſince we may oppoſe a- 
Sainſt them a large lit of Law-makers, Princes, and 
g0vernours, who have exceedingly well mzde uſe cf 
the knowledge of learning, For if we make 2ccount 
of the policy of God, which is ever the moſt aſſured, 
know we not, that he having choſen AZoſes to con. 
ſtitute him the Governour ot ſo great a State, was 
willing he might have a good taſt of all the ſciences 
then in requeſt among the eAgyprians? And Philo 
ſaich,that he there learned Arithmetick,Geometry, 
Mulick, and all the greateſt ſecrets of their ;Philoſo- 
phy, contained in their Hieroglyphicks. Know we 
not that Sc:/owex had a heart as large as the ſea , 
wherein God lodged fo many Knowledges of 
things both divine and humane, that he penetrated 
whatſoever the underſtanding of man, enlightened 
with rays from God, might comprehend ? 

Are we ſolittle verſed in Hiſtory, that we cannot 
reckon up the names of all the greateſt Princes, who 
have been very learned,as Alexander, 7 ulins Ceſar, 
Angsftus, Adrian, Antoninus,Cenftantine, Theodsfins , 
Gratian,Charlemiaione, Alphonſas,yea even Solymayx 
the great Turk? What a cloud of witneſſes ſhould 
we have, did we now collec all the names and hilto- 
ries of learned States-men ? For if letters give orna. 
ment to fuch asare wholly eminentin military pro- 
ſeſtion, by a much {tronger reaſon we are to think 
they are able to advance the luſtre of an excellent 
Governour, vowed to theRobe,and to a lite peace- 
able,as Sexeca and Cicero. 

| have been the more willing purpoſely to 
uſe this Prefice, to the end that coming preſently 
to ſpeak of the great learning of our Boerizs , 1t 
mighc noc diminiſhthe credit we ought to have 
of his abiliry in ſtate-affairs. It 1s ſometimes ſo 
dangerous to be learned among grols ſpirits,that 
the renth Age , which was very dul, made as it 
viere the good Pope Silveſter the ſecond, paſs 
tor a Magician , becauſe he underſtood Geome« 
And it is not above foureſcore years ago, 
thar to know Greek and Negromancy, were as 
ir were one and the ſame thing in the opinion of 
the ignorant, © - 

He that proceedeth by ſach brutiſh ways, would 
take Boetins for a Nevil, ſuch knowledge bad he : 


7© for it muſt be confeſſed, that in the revolution of fo 


many ages,there haih not been many ſeen, who ar- 
rived 
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rived to ſuch a degree of ſcience. As our ſpitits are 

limited, fo every one freely taketh his ſhare, accor- 

ding as his inclination leadeth him, bis aim moveth 
him , his underſtanding tranſporteth him, his la- 
bour ſupporteth him : and he that cannot preyail in 
one ſcience, appheth himſelf to another, ſince the di- 
verſity of arts is ſo great, that it is able to fatisfie 
the moſt curious, allure the moſt nice, and encou- 
rage the vieakeſt, But as for our Boetixs, he entred 
into the ſecrets of all ſciences, and as there was no- 
thing too holy for his great virtue, ſo might not 
any thing be found ſo clate, as to exempr it ſelf from 
the vivacity of his ſpirit, 

7ulins Scaliger bath very well given teſtimony of 
bim accordirg to his merir, when he ſaid, the wit, 
learning, induttry, and wiſdom of Severinus Boeti- 
:, Challenged all the Authors of the world as well 
Grecians 9s Latints, not excepting any. He addeth, 
that all which he compoſed in Poelie was divine, and 
that nothing might be found either more elegant 
or grave, in ſuch manner, that the abundance ot ſu- 
pereminent conceits choacked not the grace, nor cu- 
riofitie took any think from the propriety thereof. 

And whereas he writeth, that his proſe ſeemed 
not equal to the verſe , but retained ſomewhar of 
the barbariſme of that Age,l aſſure my ſelf Scaliger 
may baye taken ſome works faiſly attributed to Bo- 
etixs , as there are in the great Maſs compiled un- 
der his name, which have likewiſe deceived: Cardi- 
nal Baronius, who imputeth the book of the Diſci- 
pline of Schollars to him,which is one of the moſt (il. 
ly pieces that could cometrom a man alienated from 
comiron ſenſe. 

Amonrs other things this Author ſeith, that he 
hath been in the Gity of Zalixs Ceſar, called Pars 
to take the air, and that he there hath ſeen many 
bad ſchollers, diſcourſing of Nations, and giving a 
face to the Univerſity, as it had in later times , 
which will ſeem ridiculous to every one who ſhall 


T he States:man. Part 2: 


not gain by force. Tf we needs miſt play, let us ſo uſe the matier 
our ſports may be made ſor the good of the publick, and let us 
ſearch for things ſerious even in pleaſures, The King of Bur- 
gundy intreateth of me with much inſtance two dials, the one 
circumvolvid with water, the ethey with the ſun, and he prayerth 
me 10 ſend ſkilfull maſters to ſhew him this invention. Let us af 
ford entertainn. ent 10 this Nation. 16 the end they ray hold thoſe 
things for n.iracles, which we heye dayly uſe for recreation. 1 
underſtand the report which their Embaſſadours bave made of 
theſe and the like workmanſhips, which hath much amazed them, 
as 4 thing very extraordinary. New 1 ko you are'ſo accom* 


I © pliſhed in all ſorts of ſciences, that you have taſted in the foun= 


tan of all the induſtries, what others ſeck to preftiſe by rote. 
For you, for this purpoſe, remained in the Univerſity of Athens, 
and have ſo fairly allied together the Romane robe with the 
Grecian mantle , that their doftrine by your means is become 
wholly Latine. You are ignorant of nothing that is in the ſpecu- 
lative , nothing which is in the praflick; and all that, which 
the Athenians would attribute to themſelves of ſimgularity, you 
have tranſported into our City of Rome, Your tranſlations 
have made Ptolomy the Afirologian, Nichomachus the A- 
rithmetician, Euclid the Geomerician, Plato the divine, Ari- 
ſtotle the Legician z Archimedes the Mathematician, t0 ſpeak 


20 Latine, All ſciences diſperſed «mory jo many men , and ſo 


many wits, through all ages, are in you altogether united 3 you 
have interpreted them all with ſuch perſpicuity of diſcourſe, re- 
taining the propriety of language, that ſhould theſe Authours re- 
turn to (ife again they would prefer your tranſlation beſore theix 
own originals, 

Afterward he enlargeth himſelf upon the praiſe of Fug» /e- 
the Mathematicks , then returning to bis diall, he ny 0.07 
ſaith, it is an admirable thing to ſee , that a [tle morn ſer 
immoveable ſtee! every mw performeth as much !” 191974. 


p \ In q4 Ml 4 
way as the ſun, erd that ii the lars bad underſtan- ;,11,,. 


Ne 1alttus, fi 


30 ding, they would envy dials, ard return back apain, «fra /eni- 


rene, Vii eſt 


for tear to be ſurprizcd by this pretty ſport of men, 2.7 
the hours would be ſhared, ihar being the daugh- ru de 1s. 
rers of the day ard vight , they were painted with 70% 
ſhadows. In the erd, baving given 1ull ſcope to SES 
his wit, he concludes, and faith : I pray 'you fend ug «/wm,f ka 
two dials ſo ſoon as you can, to the end you may - # xa 
be known by che figures of your ſpirit,ina Country, cafuoderw, 
where no man ſhall ſee the print of your foot: ſteps. |; v#iar: 


Epiſt, 45. 
I would bave them underſiand that our Senatours * 


conſider the life of Zcetizes, and the times wherein 40 here are as learned as DoRours, that they may ad- 


he flouriſhed. It is no wonder,if thoſe who have ad- 
mitted ſuch works tor pieces of Brerizes, not through 
want of judgment, which hath been in theſe two 
perſonages, whom 1 mention, very great, but for 
{:ulr of giving time to examine them, they there 
have found matters, which with them have leſſened 
the opinion of ſuch an Author, 

But this is very certain, that all which is extant of 
this brave Writer, hath in it vigour, grace, purity, 


mire your inventions,and eſteem them as dreams, ſo 
that being awakened , they may confeſs they have 
nothing comparable tous. 

Ceſſicderns amaſſed together all the ſtrength of co/iivdwe 
his wit, when he was to diſpatch letters to Beeti- 16, Epil. 
45 in the behalfe of his King. Witneſs whereof yet 4+ 
is that other excellent Fpiltle of Muſick, where we 
learn that our great King Clodevens , baving de= 
manded a firgular Player on the Lute of Theodo- 


ſpirit, and excellent good conſequence : as appear- $O rick, who then reigned in ora addreſs was pre. 


eth in the books of- Conſolation, As for the reſt he 
hath not ſo confined himſelf in this great eloquence, 
bur thar he entreth into the molt protound que- 
ſtions of Philoſophy and Theologie ; and ſhould 
he have no other honour, but to make Ariſterle firſt 
ſpeak Latine, who was unknown in the Welt, I 
ſhould make much more zccount of him, then if he 
had raiſed Orphexs up again with his Harp. The 
great knowledge he had of Ceography, Arithme- 
tick, Muſick, and all which concern the Mathema- 
ticks, was the cauſe when ary ore {cod in need of 
ſome piece of wit, they went preſently to 'Borriy , 
as the onely man of the Empire, who was eſteemed 
a true Liberary, animated with the ſpirit of all Arts. 
It isa pleaſant thing to read what the King Thes- 
aorick wrote to him in requiring a dial of him, to 
preſent it to the King of Burgrzndy. Bebold the 
words of his great Secretary Cafiodoras. 


It is not reaſonable 10 contemn the requeſts which Kings our 
neighbours with all conſidence make unto us, aud eſpecially when 


they require ſome flight things, which they account in the num- 70 


ſently made to Beetss to chuſe him, with a magni. 
ficent letrer , which ſtill retainerha notable teſli- 
mony of his ability. 

Angelus Politianr:s, who had throvghly read him, 
holdeth opinion, that there is nothing to be found 
more ſharp then He in_Lrgick, more ſubtile in the 
HMathematichs, more rich in Phil:ſsphy, nor more 
ſublime in Theelcgy , adding the judgment of Al- 
bertus Magnns, and of S. Thomas, who have com-, 


60 mented upon his works , and afuring us that his 


ſentences were all as it were without appeal. Las- 
rextins Valla calleth him the laſt of the learn- 
ed, thereby willing to ſay, that all the glory of the 
excellent wits of antiquity, was buried with him, 
But why go we about to ſearch out the ceftimo- 
nies of Authours, {'nce we have ſtill ſome of his 
true works in our hands, which are the mirrours, 
wherein the wit of Bcetixs makes it ſelf to be ſeen 
with more advanizge to all poſterity ? It may be 
ſaid, he had too much Philoſophy for a-States- man, 


bey of great tre:ſu recs it happeneth of ren times that the dallian- ' but the bird is not burdened with her feathers, no 


ce and cgneits of wit obtain that ky ſweetneſs, which arms cau- 


more then the tree with his leaves and flowers. 


What 


Part 2. 


when he ſaw himſelfe to be taken from tHe Com- 
mon-wealth, and in tearmes where he could not 
afliſt it with his connſels, he honoured it with the ri- 
ches of his wit, charming the ſharpneſle of troubles 
with the ſweetneſs of his retirement, and giving an 
account to poſterity of che time which he husbandedl 
for it ? 


The third SECT1 © N. 


His entrance into the povernment of the S tate> 


[ Will willingly leave all digreſſion to come to my 
projeR, & ſeeing the life of Boetius furniſheth us, 
not with many ſlight matters, wherewith ordinart- 
ly volumes are ſtuffed, when men deſire to diltend 
x (hd beyond their merit, I reſt on negotiations of 
government, which ſhew a man as well as doth the 
needle the hours upon a true clock. 

Boetins happened ina time, which gave him an 
admirable liſt ro combat in,with firm footing againſt 
vices the moſt applauded, and to place his virtues in 
the bright ſplendour of light, not holding them till 
impriſoned within the precindts of a library. 

Behold here a {trong adverſary, that fortune put 
upon him, which exerciſed his conſtancy in rough 
affairs, and cauſed him in the end to paſs by the dint 
of ſword, ending a brave life by a Tragedy very 
bloudy, no whit abating his noble courage. 

Thisis a hiſtory which verily hath given occaſion 
of much horrour to ſpirits the-moſt ſtrong, and ex- 
ecration to mouths the moſt innocent, to deteſt the 
tyranny of a barbarous ſword, purpled with the 
bloud of an honourable old man, by whoſe mouth 
all learning, and the beſt maxims of State did ſpeak. 
Itis neceſiary, my Reader, well to deduce this nar- 
ration, you firſt underſtand the humour, qualities , 


fortune, beginnings, progreſs, and the end alſo of 
this Perſecutour, 


You mutt therefore underſtand, that the City of $0 


Rome, which counteth its age, and continued betore 
the Ceſars ſeven hundred years, and after Angu- 
$5, who wasthe firſt Emperour, about five hun- 
dred twenty three, and generally from the founda- 
tion theceof, one thouſand two hundred twenty 
nine, was at that time involved in very great per- 
plexities, the Emperours living then the age of flo- 
wers, and driving one another, as waves, to be bro- 
ken againſt the rocks. 


One Nepos eleRted to the Empire, choſe for his 3 


Conſtable a man called 0-efes, who ſought to take 
the Purple from his Maſter, to give it to his ſon,and 
verily he cauſed him aloud to be ſaluted Ceſar, 
and fer the Diadem on his head, ſurnaming bim 
Auguſtus, though afterward for contempr,the name 
of Augutulns was given unto him. 

It isa fatal blow from the providence of God, 
that the Empire of the Weſt, which begun by an 


Angrſtus, muſt receive end by an Auguſtulns : 25 , 


that of the Eaſt, having commenced under Coyſtan- 
tine the Great, concluded afterward in the perſon of 
Cenftantinus Dragoſus, vanquiſhed by Adahomer. 
Nepos ſeeing himſelf betrayed by him in whom 
he moſt confided, ſent for OdoacerKing of the Hers- 
ti to his aid, who like the wolf in the fable recon- 
ciled the dogs tha: worried one another, by cating 
them. For he defeated theſe two conteſting Princes, 
- and ſeeing himſeif march in the fair fields of Jtaly 
with ſword in hand, attended by ſtrong Legions , 
the great weakneſs of the Empire, ſo many times 
overwhelmed by civil wars, being unable to oppole 


The HOLY COURT. 
What wrong hath hedone to the Ciry of Rowe, if 


The S$tater-man: | 


his deſigns, he being entreated to help. a friend , 
payeth himſelf by his,own hands, and makes lyms 


{elf Maſter of his poſſeſſions:experience ever teach» 


ing us, that forrain charities, have ſingers ſome-what 
crooked to lay hold on that, which they make ſhew 
to ſuccour, 

The Emperour Zexo, who reigned in Conſt anti- 
wople, underſtanding all this goodly buſineſs, dif- 
patcheth Theodorick, into the Weſt, ro make head 


10 againſt this uſurper : whether he had a purpoſe to 


throw the apple of diſcord between thoſe two ſtran- 
gers, who in t00 near a «degree cloſely courted his 
eſtate,to make them devour one another,or whether 
that he cordially loved this man, and that to oblige 
him, not _— himſelf, he freely gave him a mat- 
ter deſperate; he armed, and ſupported him with 
mY and ſtrength, to raiſe him to that throne, not 
aving at that time any will thereunto, 
This T heodorick was baſtard. fon of Theedemire 


20 King of the Goths, born of a concubine called Amre- 


liava. His father who ſought for land, which is ve 

eaſily found out for a tomb, had much aMiRed the 
Eaſtern Empire, oft-times making inrodes even to 
the gates of Conſtantinople ; whereat Leo the Empe. 
rour, who then reigned being ſomewhat amazed, 
endeavoured to gain him by ſome honeſt compoſi- 
tion,vhich was done : and the more firmly to bind 
this accord, T heodomire ſent his little fon Theodorick, 
who was not above eight or nine years of age, in 


zo hoſtage to Conftantinvple. The Emperour beholding 


him to be of a good diſpoſition and a brave cou. 
rage, very heartily loyed him, and afterward Zeo, 
who ſucceeeded both to the Empire and affections 
of Leo his father-in-law, much eſteemed this young 
man, who arrived to maturity ot age, ſerved him 
moſt couragiouſly in brave expeditions of war a- 
gainſt the Gepides and Bulgarians ſwornencmies of 
the Empire. 

This occaſion whereof we ſpeak being offered , 
T heodorick flyeth like aMerlin to his prey, and lea- 
ving the Court of Coyftatiople came inco /taly,at- 
tended by gallant troups, to decide the matter of 
Empire and life with Odoacer. He being ful of fire, 
handled his adverſary very roughly, and defeated 
him in three batrails, making him forſake the field , 
and inforang him to immure himſelf in Ravenza , 
where he belieged him, for the ſpace of three years 
reſolved either to looſe his head in 1r«/y,or encircle 
it with a Crown at Rome. 

The fatherT heedomire being already deceaſed, his 
mother the fair Azre/iana, who had reigned in af. 
fe&ions,entertained an inſatiable deſireto commarid 
over the moſt imporcant part of the world,and be- 
ing then in the field, ſhe ſpared not to excite the 
ſonldiers, and advance a ſpur of fire very far into 
the heart of her ſon ; whereupon ir is recounted 
that Odoacer, atter ſo long a ſiege, being reduced to 
an extream ſcarcity of victuals, and ſeeing he could 
not any longer ſubtiſt,reſolved to ſeekin the hazard 
of arms, the remedy which he could not finde in his 
languiſhment, He eſpied a time, when the aſſailants 
tired out with ſo long a reſiſtance, ſeemed now to 
relent,ſo that by the benefit of a fair night be made 
a ſally with his whole army , compoſed of people 
hungry as wolfs, and reſolved to conquer or dy in 
this laſt batrel, Their ſally was ſo furious and ur 
expected, thatT heodoric k, who wasotherwile a grear 
Captain, ſeeing the aſtoniſhment and diſorder of 
bis ſouldiers, betook himſelf timely to flight, when 
this Aureliana his mother, —_ with an ardent 
ambition, which gave her courage above her ſex , 
came betore him, and taking him by che hand had 

Na confidence 
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confidence to ſay : My Son whither go you ? you muſt 
of two things do one gither fight or return into the womb 
of your mother. Ton have,as far 4s 7 can perceive, the 
enemy at your back, and fear on your forchead : turn 
your head againſt the one, and you ſhall chaſe away the 
ether : If you perſiſt in this flight, 1 will rather make 
« wall of my body to ftay you, then render my ſelfe 
4 confederate of ſuch au obloquie, 

It is a ſtrange thing, that the words of a woman 
were ſtronger then the ſound of trumpets, arms, 
Aight, and the black apprehenfions of death. This 
young Prince, changing bis fear into a generous 
ſhame, ſpeedily rallyeth the troups that were belt 
reſolved, and baſteneth to fall upon his enemy, with 
ſach violence, that his ſouldiers ſeemed ſo many fly- 
ing Dragons , who handled their matter fo well, 
that the valiant Odcacer,notwithſtanding his belt en- 
deavour, was conſtrained to retire into Ravenna. 

Some time after, ſeeing his enemy was invincible, 


The States:man. 


them all paſs by the dint of ſwords, in a place the 

moſt delightfull, where pleaſures ſeem to make men 

as it were newly born, They entered into a great $igenin: 1. 
hall moſt magruficently furniſhed, and ſat down at 5: Occ 
the table, there was no ſpeech in the beginning, but jmperio in 
of mirth, the ſpirit disbanded, thinketh on nothing fie. 

but ebjeRts of pleaſure, when inſtantly the ſignal 

was given, and the Guths drew ſwords purpoſely 

outto offend the moſt ſober patience of the Herz. 


Part 2, 


10 They anſwered again what choller and wine ſug- 


geſted; heap + 4 flood up, and taking his ſword ,, ,, .; 
{lew Od>acer with his own hand , the reſt fell upon cient ma- 
his ſon, and the Princes of the Kingdom, Never ev, 
was there ſeen banquet of Cextavres and Lapithes ir, found 
more unfortunately expreſſed, Tables and men #2 * !ibra- 
were overwhelmed, wine ran mixt with blood, the ? © Wn 
dreadfull cries of the dying made thoſe tremble who 

were far enough out of danger, and gave matter of 


pity even to hang-men, yet for all this nota man 


he cauſed him to be ſought unto for peace, on ſuch 20 was ſpared , the bodies mangled and bloody were 


condition, that they ſhould between them, divide 
the Kingdom of Jtaly , to which Theedorick, whe- 
ther that he was wearied out with ſo long a war, 
or that he hoped the more cafily to joyn the skin 
of the fox to that of the Lion, willingly conſented 
to this counterfeit peace. The agreement ſigned, he 
entered into Ravenna, and theſe Princes, who were 
both very brave ſouldiers, embraced before the face 
of two armies,murtually preventing each other with 
all manner of courteſie. 

But,oh good God ! what cement was ever found 
able enou j ro entertain ambition and amity in one 
conſtant ftate ? and what world bath at' any time 
been wide enough to lodge two ambitious men 
without a quarrel ? Their converſation too fre- 
quent, firſt fowed contempts and inſolencies among 
ſouldiers of different Nations, afterward jealoulie 
crept intothe hearts of the Captains, and diſtruſt 
into the ſouls of the Sovereigns, who beheld and 


caſt one upon another, and the poor ſouls iſſued 
forth in the midſt of maſſacres and furfets to yield 
an account-in the Court-hall of Heaven, 

What horrours of the abyſs,and furies of Devils 
ſee you here ? I would know, whether there beany 
beaſt in the world that had heaped together in one 
ſole body, the enraged hunger of wolves, the ſubtle- 
ty of foxes, the ſtrength of Lions, the cruelty of 
1igers and Panthers, the poiſon of Baſiſisks, whether 


301it may be more dangerous to man, then himſelfe, 


when he is poſſeſſed with a miſchievous ambition, 
Oh how happy would the lives of men be, were 
they not infe&ted' with theſe venemous paſlions , 
which transform reaſonable nature into more hide» 
ous monſters, then thoſe which Poets have ſet over 
the gates of hell. We ſhall ſee in the ſequel of this 
hiſtory, how wickedneſs never eſcapeth the eye of 
God, and that if he come with feet of lead to cha- 
ſtiſe it, he notwithſtanding hath an arm of iron, to 


obſerved one another, as expeCting who ſhould firſt 40 cut up treacheries by the root. 


in. 

T heodorick,, whether he ſought for ſome pretext, 
which ever is ſoon enough found out to colour the 
greateſt miſchiefs, or whether he underſtood of a 
deſign intended on the part of his enemy, imagin- 
ed the earth was not age enough to give elbows» 


room to his ambition, whileſt Odoacer ſhared the 
Throne with him ; that there was but one ſun ne- 
ceſſary in heaven, and one King in a Countrey ; 
that he could notendure a Crown made creſcent- 
wiſe, bur that it was very fit, he ſhould furniſh ont 
the roundneſs of its circle ; and for the reſt that man 
would ſooneſt be King, who firſt prevented his ad. 
verſary. 

Hereupon he reſolved on a horrible aſſaſſinate : 
for feigning all friendſhip and affection, he invited 
Odoacer tO a magnificent fea(t which he had prepared 
for him to be the laſt of his life. It is a =_ matter, 
that there muſt be a bait alwayes to ſurprize men 
and birds, and that the greateſt diſaſters ordinarily 
happen in the ſports and banquets, when ſenſuality 

Precepivs predominateth , and reaſon 1s ecclipſed. This mi- 
fark 5% ferable King of the Heryli, made it well appear by 
rook pre- his over-much confidence, that he had not fo much 
vant, 9 miſchief in him, as was afterward impured to his 
rreacne . . 
rouſly flew aſhes , for he very joyfully went to this banquer, 
bim at 2 accompanied with his fon , and all the principal 
banquet. of his Kingdom , and walked along with great 
alacrity , having no other intention but-to make 
war againſt diſhes, aud nothing leſs then at that 


rime to entertain purpoſes of blood and murder. 7 


The reſolution notwithſtanding is taken to make 


This murder divulged, the Herg/i took arms to 
revenge their Prince, but the Centinels diſpoſed in 
many ow of the City, hewed thoſe in pieces who 
ſhewed themſelves moſt forward. 

T heoderick made a declaration very ample,where. 
in he expreſſed , that that which cauſed himto re- 
ſolve on ſuch an ation, was nothing but the ſecurity 
of his perſon, againſt which Ogdoacer had a moſt evi- 
dent defign,which would inſtantly have appeared in 


$© the deprivation of his life and eſtate, had he nor 


with all diligence prevented his enemy. Thar he did, 
what the law of nature ordained, in ſo manifeſt a 
danger, but that he will hence forward witneſs all 
manner of clemency to ſuch as would throw them. 
ſelves into his arms, indifferently ſtretched our to 
accept the obedience of all the world, 

The grear diſtaſt of war every one had at that 
time, the little hope the moſt mutinous conceived 
to revenge their quarrell,and the authority of Zexo 


60 the Faſtern Emperour, who ceaſed not to ſupport 


T heodorick, cauſed a great ſilence in arms, and aft- 
forded full liberty to this ambitious King of the 
Gutbs, to become Maſter of 1taly. 

As for the reft, he ſeeing Rome was thenas it were 
like a great oake overthrown , where every one 
haſteneth on all ſides to get the ſpoil , and that the 
French, Vifgoths, and Burgundians might aſpire,as 
he, to the conqueſt of 7taly , he made alliances with 
all thofe Princes, and eſpecially with Clodoverrs,who 
at that time reigned, whoſe ſiſter he took in marri- 
age. Beſides, the Emperour Zeyo, that had ever up- 
held bim, happening to die, as Anaſtaſire his _ 

our 
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four made ſh2w to cauſe an alteration in affairs,and miſs the mark. After exerciſes he took his*repaſt ; 
would render himſelt abſolute in the Welt, this man where he loyed to be entertained with ſ:rious 
knew ſo well how to play his part, thathe diverced rhings, and as for that wh:ch concerned his rable; 
his ambicions ano:her way, there might be ſcen(ſaich he)T he nativeneſs of Gre» 
There is alſo a letter ro be found in Caſſiodorus, cians, the plenty of Trench, the promptneſs of Italians, 
which he wrote to th.s An«ſtafius,deputing a ſolema —axd 4 di/cipline truly Royal. It after dinner he played 
Embaflage to him for the ob:aining of peace where ar dice, his cuſtom was to be filent when he won, to 
among other things he faith : That it zs good rea/on laugh when he loſt, and never to be argry, but ra- 
they Gould ſeek for peace, who have no cauſe tomak;» ther totake occaſion to ſpeak ſome good words, 
war, and that the man wadeth far into wrong, who to and ever handled dice as manly as arms. 
giveth no teſtimony of any diſpoſition to receive con- For the reſt, he was ſo good a gameſter, that not 
ditions ſutable to juſtice. As for himſelf, he ackse»w- diſquieting himſelf atall, he rejoyced to ſee his ſub- 
ledgedthe Emperoar,as the prime dignity raiſed ahove jets in humour againſt him, and ſo deſpoiled himſcif 
all other Kingdoms, and to be the ſupport of the while 1n game of affected gravity, that he ſeemed to have 
world, and that one of the greateſt favours from God, no other fear, bur to be feared. It did him good then 
which he hath at any time received,was to have learned to be asked ſome favour, and ſuch a one ottentimes 
in the Court of Conltantinople, how he: ought to go- loſt in game with him, who won his ſuit, 
vern the Romans. That he knows the anthority of the About three of the clock the burden of affairs 
Emperonr ts the onely modell of all the policy in the of the Kingdom had their turn, wherein he ren- 
world, and that ſo much as God hath exalted him above 20 dered himſfelfe very ſerious till the time of ſupper. 
other Princes, ſo much would he humble himſelfe uuder Emnodins in his Panegyrick ſaith, that he honour- 
this Monarch, from whom he requireth moſt glorions ed the Royal purple with the rays of his counte- 
amity, that he may h:reafter apply himelf to all that mnance,and that there wasnot in the world a habit ſo 
which may appertain to his honour aud ſervice. beautifull, which he made not more luſtrous by 
The Emperour Azsſtafins,who according to the wearing it on his body : that his eyes had the ſere- 
humours of his turbulent ſpirit cut himſelf work nity of the ſpring, and thar his hands were worthy 
enough out in the Eaſt, not going to ſeek for itin - ro give death to rebels, and matter of vowes to lis 
the Welt, ſeeing that he ſet himſelf into the condi- fſabjeRts : That all which Diadzms perform in the 
tions of a ſuppliant,when his fortune might already perſon of other Emperours , nature had done in 
pur into his mouth words armed for command, ſut- 30 him ; and that nothing in him was wanting but an 
fered him to gnaw his bone in ſecure peace. The Ra. heir: for the truth is, he dyed, not leaving any 
mans conſidering, that beſides force of arms he had ſon to ſucceed him, 
. the conſent of two Emperours of the Eaſt, willing- Reader, I have been willing to preſent unto you 
ly received him, under hope they had to fee fome fuccincly the great revolution of the Empire into 
tranquility ſucceed after ſo many ſtorms, which had which our Zeerize fell ; and the qualities of his Per- 
afflicted their State. | ſecutour, who degenerated afterward into ſo much 
Behold how from a Knight of fortune he arri- barbariſm. Bur let us now behold, what he did by 
ved to the dignity of an Emperour : he being not- the counſell of our great Boetirs in the manage of 
withſtanding reſolved never totake upon him the bis Kingdom to the end you may have ſo much the 
Title of Emperour, but contenting himſelf with 4, more horrour of his wicked ingratitude, who flew 
the name of King, thereby to decline A jealouſie of this holy man , that was as the Intelligence and 
thoſe,who were very capable of it. He that would Ange! Guardian of his State, 
con(ider the qualities of his perſon , which contri. 
bured to enthrone him in a place ſo eminent, ſhall The fourth St GT1ON. 
find, that beſides military virtue, he had other parts He 
very worthy to govern, were it not that his ſpirit The entrance of Theodorick ts Rome and 
was drenched both in humane policy and long pro- his happy government by the counſel of Boe- 
ſperities, which ſerved as diſloyal nurſes to ſin. tius. | 
It ſeemech chat Sidonins Apoltinaris had ſtudied CE 
bim, and ſummed him up even to the haires of his 50 y 7 Heodorick, baving pacified the City of Raven- 
head, when in the ſecond Epiſtle of his firſt book he »4, and made himlielf Maſter of the moſt im= 
ſo curiouſly deſcribeth him, and faith among other portant places of his Kingdom, went tO Rome with 
things : He had a body exceedingly well proportio- the moſt flouriſhing troops ot Jta/y, where he was 
ned, the top of his head well circled, his eye-brows received in the manner of ancient triumphs ; which 
thick, his hair long,his noſe hooked, his lips ſoft, his exceedingly pleaſcd the people, who at that time 
teeth of ivory, his complexion white mingled with reſembled the carth, which ariſerh from the ſnows 
vermillion, which quickly bluſhed, more through of winter, as froma tomb, to becom young again 
ſhamefac'dneſs then choller, his body very comely, with the ſweet breath of the ſpring. = 
his arms Arong, his hands ſlender, his breafts full, his So many years were flipr away wherein they had 
leg plump, his feet ſmall ro ſupport a great body. not ſeen any thing but diviſions, troubles, tamine, 
He addeth, that concerning his manners, he or- and blood , when this Prince came to appear upon 
dinarily prayed before break of day in the preſence the triumphantCharior, with lus golden arms, which 
of his Biſhops, who were Arians, without noiſe or gave him a marvellous majeſty , belides the graces 
attendance, and that afterward he applied himſelf he had from nature, they thoughc they beheld a ſtar 
co affairs, and gave audience to Embaſſages and newly deſcended from Heaven, and followed him 
petitions, where he heard much and ſpake little,ever with infinite acclamations in witnels of aftection, 
ſhewing bimſelfe very intentive in reſolutions, and He being alighted ar the Palace, Boetir r, Wha vas 
moſt prompt in the expeditionof that which he had the principal man of the world in nobvity, wir, 
reſolved on. From thence he went to ſurvey his ard learning, was choſen out trom all the State to 
Arſenal, his Magazins , his Stables, and his Trea- ,, , make him an Oration : In which, being then in tul: 
ures, or he went on hunting, being naturally ſo 7 vigour of eloquence, he moſt divine!y acquitted him- 
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ſeryed ſo brave a monument of this rare ſpirit, to 
enchaſe it now preſently in this work. From thence 
the King paſſed to the Circus, which was a large 
place appointed for Jouſts and Tournaments, and 
{taying himſelf at a place called the Palm of gold, he 
cauſed his throne to be magnificently ſeated in 
a place very high raiſed, and round about him ben. 
ches for the 'Senatours, who appeared all of them 
cloathed with robes of their order. 


The States-man, 
ing and afflifting the Catholick Church in any 
kind whatſoever,cither of himſelf or by any of his, 
bur on the contrary ſhould cheriſh, honour, prote&, 
and maintain it with all the extent of his authority, 
becauſe the experience of Ages had made it appear, 
that thoſe who were intereſſed in the perplexitics 
of Religions contrary to the Catholick , had proſ- 
pered very ill: and that not going any further, the 
deportments of the Emperour Azaſtaſi#s,who then 


There he made an Oration ful of ſweetneſs in pre- 10 reignedin Conſtantinople, made it maniteſt enough, 


ſence of all rhe people, whereby he declared he had 
a purpoſe to revive the ancient magnificence of 
Rome , and vehemently to deſire to conform him- 
ſelf ro the faſhions of thoſe Emperours, who had 
been the moſt zealous for the Weal-publick : which 
made the whole world conceive moſt excellent 
hopes of bis government. 

All the City was then in pomp, like to a noble 
Lady,who having laid alide forrow, ſuddenly ap. 


peareth in the bravery of a bright habir, Never 2g 


day ſeemed ro ſhine more reſplendently to an af- 
flicted people, 

It was in the ſame time that $, way ae coming 
from Africh to Rome, after he had viſited the 
C hurches of the Martyrs, paſſed along by the Cir- 
cus at the inſtant, when all theſe gallant ceremonies 
were performed,where he was ſo raviſhed, behold. 
ing the majeſty of the Emperor, the glory of his 
Senate, the lu('re of bis nobility,the magniftcence of 


fince he bad involved himſelf inthe hatred of the 
Clergy and people, to ſupport with paſſion certain 
novelties : and how on the contrary, ordinary pra» 
Riſe had diſcovered, that all Monarchs, who had 
entertained good correſpondence and reſpet with 
Ecclefiafticks, were evermore honoured in their 
government, and much happier in the ſucceſs of 
their affairs. 

T heodorick ſo well obſerved this maxim, that to 
witneſs the zeal he bare toour Religion, he cauſed 
the head of one of his officers ro be cur off, who 
having been bred in the Catholick Church, became 
an Arian, thinking by this mears to be advanced 
into the good favour ot his Maſter. Burt this brave 
King, AM) f iend , faith he, ſince then haft been 
diſloyal to Ged, I can never think thox Wilt be faithful 
to thy Prince. Thox ſhalt waſs «Way the ſtain of thy 
treachery with thy blond, to teach poſterity, thou muſt 
not mingle the intereſts of Ged with the profane pre- 


the place, and the throng of innumerable people , 30 #ences of thy fortunes. 


that he cried out : Oh how beantifal is Jeruſalem 
the celeftial, ſince Rome the terreſtrial at this day 
appeareth with ſuch S$Þlemdonr | Good God if you al= 
low ſo mach howour on earth, to thoſe Who follow wani- 
ty, what glory will you give im heaven to your Saints, 
w bo ſoall bebold verity ? 

The ceremony being ended,the King entertained 
all the Senate in a feaſt worthy of his greatneſs, and 
diſtributed hberalicies to the people, which ſeemed 


He ſhewed himſelf very zealous to preſerve peace 
in the Church in a moſt dangerous ſchiſm raiſed in 
his time, For Pope AnaFaſins being deceafed, and 
they proceeding lawfully to the eleftion of Symma- 
chas, there wasa Senatoxr of an unquiet ſpiru,wto 
deſirous to make a Pope at the devotion of the Em- 
perour of Conſtantinople, iv to countenance his Ex- 
cravagancies, banded Altar again(t altar: and cauſed 
an Antipopeto be choſen, named Lanrentias, which 


to renew the face of ancient Rowe.He diſpoſed hina-. 4© Tent bo:h Senate and Clergy into great partialiries. 


ſelf, preſently to viſit all the places of the City , to 
know the condition of his Senatours, to inform 
himſelf of the humour of the people, to obſer ve the 
Rate of affairs, and to conſtitute the government, 

It is moſt certain, he was indewed with a natural 
wit good enough , but he had withall ſo little expe- 
rience in civil affairs, that he had much ado to tign 
ordinary diſpatches. 

Behold the cauſe why a nameleſs Authonr, who 


But T heodorick very ſpecdily quenched the fire,and 
being well informed of the buſineſs, ſeeing Symma- 
chas was firſt ele&ed, and ſupported by the ſoundeſt 
parc, he maintained him with a ftrong hand againſt 
all the enterpriſes of adycrfarics, who durſt not in 
the end reſiſt his auttiogty. 

Belides, having publiſhed an Edi& againſt the fa- 
yourers of the Hersli, who perplexed the Province 
of Genoa and Milan whicher they, were retired, that 


wrote his life in a very ſow ſtile, witneſſerh, that he g fell out to be the cauſe of yery many miſeries, and 


uſually Ggning with four letters, cauſed them to 
be cut in copper, and clapping them on the paper, 
ferch:d the draught of his pen round abour,to ſerve 
23 a model, to the end that by this means he might 
give ſomewhat the' better form to his writing, 
This want of experience cauſed him to tye himſelf 
conſtantly to two great States-men, whereof the 
firſt was our Boetius, whom he made Maſter of Of- 
fices, and ſuperintendent of his houſe, in ſuch ſort, 
that all paſſed by his counſel : the other was Caſs;- 
odors, of whom he made uſe, as of a moſt able and 
faithful Secretary to diſtate all the letters and pro- 
ceeding of the Kingdom. 

Boetins, whom he in the beginning loved as the 
apple of his eye, and honoured as bis father, gave 
him the forms and maxims of all that excellent pos» 
licy,which we behold fo reſplendent in his govern- 
ment.1 will here couch ſome of chem, that Politici- 
ans may-fee the happineſs, which commonly wai- 
teth on States guided by the ways of conſcience. 
The firſt maxim was, that King Theodorick,, being 
an Aria, ſhould not onely abſtain from perſecu- 


tears among the poor people, who having no ſup- 
port fo helpful unto chem as the Biſhops, threw 
themſelves into the arms of Epiphanes and Lanren- 
tins, bo.h great Saints and great Prelates, che one 
of Pania, the other of Alan. Epithancs under- 
£00k to ſpeak and faid to the King : 

Sir, Should There reckon wp all the favours which you have 
received fiom Gid, 1 might make you appear more ſparing in 
your defires, then'he vath been #n his liberalities; ſme you 
have asked nothing of heaven which hath no! ever ſurmounted 


6O your vows and hopes, But not to ſpeak at this time of ſo many 


prodigies, ts it not a very great wonder to ſee you dv» juſtice in 
the th. one of your enemy, and to beho!d us pleading the rauſe of 
your ſervants, with ſuch a cnfidence, ina place, woich the 
terrour of arms had veretcfort rendered ſodieadful ? 

Sir, It is the Saviour of the world, who bath gruen into your 
hand t'1is feovle, which bath chaiged us with thetr requeſts, 
Take good heed, huw you offend him by ill uſing the g ft hz bath 
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aff did you. Know how an inviſible power hath led you by- 


. the hand inio ſo many encounters and battels, that the air, warn, 


end ſeaſons have favored your Randards, as if they bad bren 
to you eng-ged. Now 18 the time you muſt ack owedg ſo many 


7O benefits by your fiety, not deſpiſing the tears of the aflifted, 


which are the ſacrifices of ſupplian's Tre examples of your 
Predecef{ours ,why bave beta caſt uut of the throne for their 3n- 


quity 


Part 2. 


iquity, ſhew, you cannot eftab!i/h it but in your virtues, 

te pon tins conideraticn, your Country proflirate at your feet, 
moſt » mbly beg getn, you would be pleaſed to ſweeicn the rig ur 
of your laws, nt ontly by ;doing good to the inu cent, but by 
par l1n'ngthe culpable, Fr very litile would our elemency be, 
ef we 41d .nely abſtain to ſlrike thoſe who have given offence to 
none, :0t conſudering meicy 8s not made for aty but the miſera- 
ble. In 1evenging your injuries you (hill do Lhe men of the 
ea't', aad by pardomng, (hare i glory with that great Monarch 
of bcaven, wi daily maketh hu [un to ſpiae on criminal beads, 
as well as the moſt inn: cent. 
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though it do mo other ſpoil, ſtill Worketh ovt its channel; 
ſo companies of ſouldiers which paſs through tewnt aud 
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villages, thongb military diſcipline be there ebſerved, 


fail not to bring thither with them much damage, and 
therefore it was his pleaſure, the places ſhould be re- 
compenced which bad been overcharged: 

tor the ſame reaſon, he appointed fifteen hun 
dred crowns of alms to be delivered to the vener- 
able Biſhop S. Severinas,to diſtribute them amon 


The King made a moſt courteous anſwer,faying: 10 the peaſants, which he knew had been vexed wit 


There was no reaſon that earthly powers ſhould re- 

ſiſt the prayers of Biſhops,who made heaven propi- 

tious : and that he remittedro all in general the 

puniſhments of death ordained by laws : but ir ſo 

vita ran much that the ulcer muſt be purged, leaſt by ſhew- 

— ing himſelf roo indulgent to vices, he might make 

Faſencilms them paſs into example for poſterity, the conſidera- 

«ps ig99ſ* tion of his ſtate required the Authours of ſedition 

mM ſhould be removed, to the end their preſence might 
not foment the evil, 

The reply was found very reaſonable, and letters 

of grace inſtantly diſpatched by/rbicus,who was one 

of tie chiefeſt officers in the Court for expeditions, 


He ſatisfied not himſelf with this favour : bur. 


calling the good Biſhop into his cabinet, having 
highly commended him, ſent him among the Gaz!s 
to redeem the Jralian priſoners there, by reaſon 
the Burgwndians in certain incurſions had taken 
away very many : and others over-whelmed with 


the barbouring of certain warlick companies, Ve- 
rily,as it is no {mall temerity in particular men, who 
have neither any charge nor knowledge of affairs, 
to argue great men upon tributes, and the husband- 
ing ot their treaſures, ſo would it be a negle& to 
conceal from them upon occaſions the acais 
they _ to uſe herein, ſince it is ſo exattly re- 
commended by the law of God,and publiſhed in all 
hiſtories. 

If a ſtranger raiſed from the bottom of barba- 
riſm, ſhewed himſelf ſo Religious in matters of 
ſublidies rowards men, whom his arms had newly 
made tributary; Princes, and Lords of Chriſtendom 
have good cauſe to conſider what they oweto a 
people, which is given them as to Fathers and Pro- 
rectours of the publick. There is no douber , but 
the exorbitancies commitred in ſuch like affairs, are 
molt important charges of conſcience, which muck 
clog a foul in the agonies of death,and in the dread» 


the miſeries, which proceed from civil wars, were zo ful judgement of Almighty God. 


voluntarily ſtept aſide. The King gave commiſſion 
to the Biſhops to rally them to ther cronps, liberally 
defraying the charges that were neceſſary. 

-attiodey, There is alſo found one amongſt lus letters ad” 

Lz.c. :9, dreſſed to Count Adela,wherein he witneſleth, chat 
though he had a preat deſire to preſerve his people 
in full peace and repoſe, becauſe the glory of a 
Prince conliſteth in the tranquility of his ſubjeRs, yet 
that he principally intended the Churches ſhould 


There is alſo to be ſeen an Edit of the ſame 
Prince, where having underſtood char in the pay- 
ment of taxes, the rich made the heavieft part of 
the burden to fall upon the ſhoulders of the mea- 
ner, and that the undertakers of this buſineſs ill 
behaved themſclves therein , he dereſteth all theſe 
abuſes, as injuries done to his own perſon, and gave 
ful liberty to thoſe who had been wronged to com- 
plainto him, that ſuch order might be taken, as he 


enjoy this fayour ; ſince in obliging them, the mer- 40 ſhould judge reaſonable. This manner of proceeding 


cies and bleſſings otGod were drawn on his kingdom 
and purſuing this courſe, he commanded Duke 
Ida; to cauſe all the Eccletiaftical poſſeſſions to be 
reſtored, which ſome had uſurped in La»gnedee,after 
the death of Alarick. Obſerve the good foundati- 
ons of piety which he laid by the counſel of Boetius. 

The ſecond Maxim was,to bend all his endeavours, 
and imploy his beſt choughts for the comfort of the 
people, becauſe there is not any way more power- 


made him fo beloved , that other Princes having 
paſted away like dreams of one. night, he reigned 
_ years in a moſt ſupereminent degre of reſpe& 
which thoſe, even of the religion'contrary to his 
own, bare him. | | 

The third Maxim given him by Beetins, was t6 
make himſelf moſt exa& in the exerciſe of juſtice; 
becauſe it is the baſis of thrones, and the ſpiric 
which animaterh all government : and he ſo deeply 


ful co gain the hearts of all the world,then by ſweet- $9 impreſled this in his heart, that the deſire he had to 


ning the ſharpnets of the times preſent, or the bur. 
dens of the paſſed. We have ſcen ( ſaid he ) by 
experience, that thoſe who are defirous to poſlels 
gold without the love ofthe people, have been very 
unſafe , that Kings differ not from ocher men, but 
in being powerful ro do good, and that the common 
fort meaſure their greatneſs onely by their bounty: 
that is it, which heretofore made the Gods of Gen- 
tiles, and which maintaineth Monarchies on the 
firm rock of conſtancy. 

T heedorick 1imbraced this care moſt particularly , 
for he punRually enquired after the loſſes of ths 
poor ſubjeRs, and if he found any moleſted by the 
paſſage of ſome troups, or other like, he releaſed 
them of taxes and ordinary ſubſidies, as it may yet 
be ſeen in bis letters, and namely in one which he 

-wrort to Pre: dent Farſts, wherein he commanded 
"him to hold his band in this buſineſs, Feoaſe (faith 
he) 4 boay over-burdened finketh to the ground, and 
that it were better to deſpiſe a flight gain, then to at- 
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render every one what was his, was changedin him 
ro a molt ardent thirſt, and a continual hunger. He 
ſeleted out the moſt. untainted anduncorrupted 
Governours he could find, and ſpake iheſe wards 
unto them,related by Caſſiodorss : | 

Uſe the n.a'ters ſo, that Judges if Provinces may be viry 
careful in the obſervation of laws ; that Tribunals ſpare not to 
thuxder out ſentences againſt ill manners; that theeves may 
fear the gates of your Palaces ; that the adulterer may tremble 
before a-chaſte Officer ; that the fo:ge/ may feel horrotr at the 
voice of a Herauld; and that all crim.s may be baniſhed f.om 
our territory ; that uo man oppreſs the pogy ; that perſecutours 
be. apprehended and purſued as diſiutbers of publick repoſe. 
You ſhall make a gexer al peate when you have beaten down the Caſiiod:t, 
authours of mi(chicfs which are committed. Let Cantains con. vare.az. 
iain their ſouldiers in all manner of diſcipline in ſuch ſurt that Mihi pro- 
the laborer the merchant. the ſailer, and the artificer, may un: P'* 474 
derſtand ms «re not made, but for thetr defence. I will not Ulagſa ef > 
9 a as _ . . bon... _ peliquam 
likewiſe that my zeareſt «ll es be pardoned in any caſe ef juſtice; 7,119 
race Thave tthen the Coimmon-wealth imto my charge, I have yy cogit#+ 
deſyeiled my ſelf if my proper intereſts. I wiſh well to mine, re cuſtodsg, 
but in the gederality, + oe oo | Opto mens © 

' Purſuing the maxims I will re:eunt an admirable: **"*- {4 


prive himſelf of pretions things receined from the lov, 70 paſlage, which he uſed among others, co make his" 77, alam 


juſtice remarkable; A Reman Lady lett widow by-"*. 
Mie 


ef ſubjetts. The river which gudeth alopg (ſaid hey 
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Manuſiy. the death of her husband had loſt a ſon born of this 


k Cit. . . 
pero marriage, who was ſecretly ftoln from her, and in 
@mes Ma;- ſervitude bred up in another Province, This chulde 


nmyX 1.4% STOWN UP A YOUNG man , received notice from a 


| part 2, 
and miſhap,Then this great Prirce takirg the word 

from ber : Are nt you a miſerable woman (ſaith he 

to renounce your own bleod for a villain who hath ge. 

cave you, get you to your houſe, forſake theſe fend af- 


feAions, and lite in the Conditions of a good widew, ta- 


Falun good hand, that he was of free extraRtion, and fon 

of a L:dy, whoſe name was given him, her aboad, 
ard all arcumſtances, which cauſed him ro under. 
take a voyage tO Romer with intention to make him- 
ſelf known unto her, He came directly to his mo- 


king unto you ſuch ſupport from your ſon, as he by na« 
ture onght to afford you, | leave to relate a ſingular 
example, upon the ſame ſubjeRt,which 1 drew trom 
the Chronicles of Alexandria,and cited inthe third 


ther, who was much perplexed with certain love- to Book, & one and twentieth Section of my firſtTome. 


affairs, having betroathed her ſelf to a man, who 
often promiſed her marriage, yet never accompliſh- 
ed it. This lover then abſent , and detained by ur- 

ent affairs very far from Rome , the Lady bad the 
f pace of about thirty days free, wherein ſhe kept this 
young man in her houſe, acknowledging him, and 
particularly ayowing him for her ſon , throughly 
convinced by evident tokens, ſo that then her cha. 
rity was ſo great towards bim, that ſhe ceaſed nor 
t6 weep for joy, in the recovery of her loſs, 

The thirty days expired, the Lover returned,and 
ſeeing this gueſt newly come to her houſe, demand- 
eth ot the - what man he was, and from whence 
he came. She freely anſwered, he was her ſon. He, 
whether moved by jealouſie,thinking this might be 
but a colour,or that pretending the marriage of the 
widow , he would rot have a charge of children, 

lainly told her,ifſhe ſent not away this found child 
bow her lodging, never ſhould ſhe bave any ſhare 


The fourth Maxime, which Theedorich received 
from our Oracle, was to place deſerving men in of- 
fices, and to ground his State upon rewards and pu- 
niſhments, which the ancient Demecritns ſaid, were 
the Divinities of Common-wealths, 

The King laied this counſel upon his heart, and 
preſently made Boetivs Superintendent of Offices 
and Dignities, to the end his judgment might be as 
the charaRer of the excellent qualities ot ſuch as 


20 ſhould have principal Commiſsions. There was no 


ſpeech ar all cither of favour,fleſh,blood,or nation, 
all rewards were for men of judgment and virtue: 

when any one was deſigned for ſome office,long and 
ſerious inquiry was made of his condition,which be- 
ing throughly known, the King gave approbation of 
him by writing ro the Senate, or forgot not to pur 
into account all his ſervices and laudable ations, to 
the end, the ſincerity of his proceedings might be 
known, and that he might caſt a double luftre upon 


in his affetion. The unhappy creacure ſarprized 30 him,who received fo great a benefit from his hands, 


with love, to ſerye his paſlion, renounceth her own 
ent:als,and readily baniſheth from her houſe this 
ſon, over whom ſhe had ſo many tears. The young 
man ſeeing himſelt as between the Hammer,and the 
Anvil, in fo great a neceflity of his affairs, baſtneth 
ro require jultice ofthe King, who molt willingly 
heard him, and commanded the Lady ſhould be 
brought betore bim to be confronted by bim. She 


Routly denied all che pretenſions of this young man, 
ſaying . He was an Impoſtor and mngrateful, who not 40 are no riches more glorious, then to ſee your virtues 


cententing himſelf to have received the charities of 4 
poor creature in her houſe needs Wonld challenge the 
inheritance of children, The ſon on the other {ide 
wept bitterly, and gave aſſurance, ſhe had acknow- 
ledged him tor her own, very lively repreſenting 
all the proofs which paſlion and intereſt put into his 
mouth, 

The King ſounded all paſſages toenter into the 
heart of the Lady, and asked her whether ſhe were 


We may behold the praQtice hereof in many let. Eeift. :- 
ters, which are to be found upon this ſubjeR, and * 


namely,upon the advancement of {aſſiedorxs to the 
dignity of a Patrician; where the King writing unto 
him letters full of reſpet, makes a narration of his 
life and funRious, wherein he had very well ſerved 
his Majeſty , and then ſaid unto him : Ejoy now the 
recompence of Jonr travel and doubly take the intereſts 
which you have contemned for the pablick , for there 


crowned both by the teſtimony of the Prince, and by the 
praiſes which proceed from the month of all the world. 
It is a great happineſs to cblige a King to confeſs, that 
a ſubjett bath that already by his merit , which he 
grants him by his liberality. 

This gave fo great encouragement to the Nobility 
to diſpoſe themſelves to honour, by the degrees of 
honelly,that in few years theCourt was repleniſhed 
with perſons qualified with parts of Science, & cons» 


not reſolved to marry again. She anſwered, 7f fe go (cience, which are the two ſources of good affairs, 


me with a man {uitable to her, ſhe would do what Goa 
ſhould inſpire her. The King replyed ; Behold him 
here , ſince you have lodged this gueſt thirty days in 
your hoſe, and have acknowleaged him ſo freely what 
is the cauſe Why you may not-marry him ? The Lady 
anſwered : He had not any means, which ever ts nt- 
ceſſary for houſoold expence. And to what may yeur 
ſtate truly amonnt, ſaith the King ? The Lady reply- 
ed, She was very well worth a thouſand crowns which 


«- The fifth Maxime was, the good husbandins of 
treaſures which are not only the ſinews, but the foul, 
blood, and life of the people, 

It muſt be confeſſed, that the States of the world, 
are ſubject ro great maladies : one while there is a 
drowſineſs in affairs, that is the lethargy: ſometimes 
a humour peccant and melgs comps ed of paſsions 
and errours which beftege the underſtanding, that is 
the Epilepfie ; ſometimes obſtacles which hinder the 


Was great riches at that time. /:11 (faith Theodori:k,) 60 light of good counſel, and they are CataraRs,whixh 


I will gice 4s much to this young man for his marri- 
ave,on this conditi-u that you ſhall marry him. She 
much amazed, began to wax pale,bluſh,tremble,and 
ro ſhew all the counterarces of a perplexed woman, 
who ſought to excuſe her {e}f , but faltered in her 
ſpeech, The King yer to affright her more, ſwore 
deeply ſhe ſhould marry him preſently, ortell law- 
ful cauſes of impediment. The poor woman condem- 
ned by the voice of nature which cricd in her heart, 
and having horrour of the crime propoſed unto her, 


grow upon the eys: ſometimes obdurations againſt 
g00d aavice, that is hardneſs in the ears , ſometimes 
a malicious ſilence of truth, that is the ſquinancy : 
ſomerimes oppreſs1ons, that is ſhortneſs of breath , 
ſometimes want of courage, and thoſe are the evils 
of the heart : ſometimes : there is raiſed an exorli» 
rant avarice, that is the bulimy , or dog-hunger : 
ſometimes coldneſs and remiſneſs to unlock Coffers 
for neceſſary uſes,thar is,the gout in the hand: ſome. 
times negligences opportunely to take occaſions, & 


caſt her ſelf at the feet of the King, with much pro- 70 that is the gonr in the feet : ſometimes fiery ambiti» 


fuſion of tears, confeſling her loves difcimulation 


onsand enraged avaffice, and they are feavers : 
ſometimes 


Part 2, 


ſometimes you may obſerve malignities and inte- 
ſtine wars, which may be called the ſtone, and ne- 
phretick pains, ſometimes bloody agonies termed 
diſſenterics., ſometimes great corruptions of man- 
ners,that is the cachochymy : ſometimes ſuddain di- 
ſturbances, they are Eryſepelies : ſometimes ften- 
ches of hidden crimes,and that is an infeRtion of the 
noſe,- which the Greciaxs call Lozena : ſometimes 


there arggiſcovered ſpots of impiety , - that is the 


— 
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in many of his letters, and eſpecially in that which 

he wrote tO Satarnivau and Verbuſons where he re. 
commendeth unto them to have a great care of that, 

which is the beſt part of his Treadares : and that as 

be deſirerh not to burthen his people , ſo would be 

not have lawful monies to be loſt. He giveth a rea» _ 
ſon hereof which is very notable : I have reaſon to a. $235 
void poverty (faith he) becanſe it u the mether of ex+ tndigentia 
ceſs, and that there is nothing more perniciem then to®!* fugt- 


Leproſie : ſometimes an impotency in all the mem. 10 be poor iu Empire, The inquiry which [ make after ſhaver en- 


bers, that is the Palſie ; ſometimes a faintneſs over 
all the vital parts, that is the Priſick, 
Never ſhould he have done, who would keen an 
account of all the maladies, which are ever dange- 
rous in their ſources,and mortal in their iſſues : but 
this Prifick which drieth up the body,and maketh of 
a living man a kinde of ſpe&re or anatomy,is one of 
the leaſt accidents : and this happeneth to a State 
— the ill manage of treaſures,contrary to the 
0 
which maketh ſouldiers to mutiny, which offenderh 
the great, and giveth matter of indignation to the 
moſt reaſonable, and of murmure to all the world : 
whiles the one accountin ſubſtance the gold and 6il- 
ver which they have purloined, and the other reck- 
on in Idza that which is ſpent , entertaining their 
thoughts with the deſire ofa thing afar off,as if one 
would warm bimſclfwith the memory of fire, 
This is it which:bringeth contempt of a Com- 
mon- wealth abroad, weakneſs at home, and miſery 
on all fides : which maketh the people hungry, and 
a Prince neceſlitous in his own houſe. The effets of 
this diſeaſe are better known then the remedies 
thereof practiſed; for there are ordinarily in all 
States many Reformers, who have verily notable 
deſigns upon Treaſures, but there is the like uſe 
made of them, as of Tooth-picks before Dinner, 
Trepbraft. Money is of the {e& of inviſibles, no man knows 


_— what becomes of it in ſ@ many hands ; thoſe who 
&@ 
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dazle eys,whileſt they fill their purſes, Itis a goodly 
plant, as chat which is called the Aﬀodil, or Scep- 
ter-royal, which breeds bad little worms,that gnaw 
all the ſubſtance thereof, and hide themſelves under 
the leaves, till ſuch time that getting wings, they be- 
come Butterflies all ſpeckled oyer with flowers, and 
brave it over men in the air, whom they durft not 
behold upon the earth. 

The State of Great-ones isalſo an admirable tree, 


my rights, ts the profeſſion of my innecency,and that ag 1®. <um 

1 won'd nut avarice and extoriiuns ſhould reign in my aq 

Palace, ſo will I from thence banih wee ſr imperante 
The fixth Maxime was that , which theſeventy Jes, 

Sages gave among many other to King Prolomy, 1. o- 

when he asked of them che means how to govern 

well. It was their counſel to have, even in time of 

peace, warlike troops well entertained and guided, 

to add Majelty to his State, aud terrour to his ene- 


alty due to the ſacred perſons of Kings. That is it 20 mics. That is1t, which A»g»ſtns Ceſar did, to con- 


{ticute bis Empire, when he appointed certain reve« 

nues which he would not have employed on any 0- 

ther thing, bur the entertainment of ſouldiers.That 

isit, which the Common-wealth did before him, 

ever holding in neceſſary places ſouldiers well diſ- 
ciplined, Thar is it, which by the report of YVale- Re protie- 
rins Maximns gave Cities, Provinces , 'and King- pr nd 
doms ro the people of Rome. And T beodrrick well quoties "x 
acquitted himſelf upon this counſel when he faid : ——_— 


rum bene 


39 War was never better made, then in time of Peace. 


The ſeventh was well, to fortifie the Frontiers, £424: 1-t+ 
whereof he was very careful, as he witneſſeth in an” 
Epiſtle,which he wrotero the Goths and the Ryans 
inhabiring at Tortoxa , giving them commandment 
to ſtrengthen this place, and not to expeR the incur- 
ſions of the enemy at unawares, For ( ſaith he )) af 


ſudaain things are inconſiderate , and it ts too late to 


build up « Fort, when one ts already in danger, To 
that he added alſo the forces on the Sea, which are 


'  abuſcir,have ſo many kinds of jugling-tricks, which 49 very neceſſary ro nrite the places of his Territory, 


to diflolye the deſigns of his enemies, and ro make 
himſelfgreat and awtul ; for the experience of the 
Athenian Wars with the Spartans ſufficiently diſco- 

vereth in the Hiſtory of Thacyadides, that they ever 

have moſt advantage who command the Sea-coaſt, 

One may ſee by the letters, that King Theodorick 1, ; 
wrote to his Lievtenant Abmadantius, with what ts. 
vehemency he _ ro-make himſelf able in this 
point, Siving our {trait Commiſhons to build and 


bur it oftentimes covereth under its fair verdure, $0 rigg out great ſtore of Ships, wherein he thrived fo 


colour, and beauty, men which gnaw like worms, 
and who frame themſelves wings all enameled with 
glory art the charge of the publick, to rake their 
flight over the heads of ſo many mortals, whom 
they look upon with a ſcornful eye, as if they had 
no further memory of the earth which bare them. 
A Prince cannot more oblige his State, then to 
have aneye open to all theſe | Gar ayers :0 make 


his money diſtil like blood through all the veins of 


well, that he vaunted the Grecians and Africans, 
had nothing to condemn in him, 

The eighth recommended unto him, notwithſtand. 
ing his great forces, ro entertain peace and good in- 
telligence with his neighbours, to the end, that be. 
ing leſs buſiedin forrein wars, he might have full 
le1ſure to manure his Kingdom with cood govern- 
ment , which he did, as we may behold in his Epi- 
les, entertaining thoſe Princes with teſtimonies of 


the brdy, reſerving ever good Treaſures to render 6 affection, congratulation in their proſperities, con- 


bimſclf helpful ro his ſubjects , terrible ro his ene- 
mies, honourable to his Allies, and neceſſary to all 

the world. 
T heodorich became ſo well verſed in this Maxime, 
that he let nor, .as it were, a day paſs, wherein he 
..-"calt not his eys upon the treaſure of his Exchequer, 
and that he took not the pairs himſelf ro ſum up his 
revenews and expences,to conform his undertakings 
ro his coin, He was molt exaQ to draw into bis Cot- 
fers all innocent gains , and honeſt emoluments as 


ſolations in their adverſities, embaſſages, and pre- 
ſents, which were more witty then coſtly. His letter Fe ® #712 
ro our Clodevens well ſheweth, 'that he highly valu- 
&d above all,the Alliance of Fraxce,when he prote- 
ſteth the ſafery of the Kingdom is his own proper 
glory, and that he ſhareth in all the proſperities 
which happened to this great King, * 
The ninth counſelled himto love letters, cheriſh 
learned men, who are the Trumpets of the glory of 
Princes, and make them lead a pleaſing and happy 


much as he could, preſerving them very charitably o7 life in the eſtimarion of poſterity , and conſcquent= 
ly to cheriſh Arts, invite brave Maſters , maintain 
Merchants, 


for the neceſlities of the Realm, We may ſee this 
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Merchants , diſcourſe even with Labourers with 
much ſweetneſs, by the example of Augnſtas Ceſar, 
which he ſo exatly did, that he rendred himſelf ve- 
ry amiable to all the world , in ſuch manner hum. 
bling himſelf to the meaneſt, that he diſdained not to 
be among Peaſants to talk with them in their trades, 
and for their honour , till the earth with his own 
hands. 

The tenth was to take away the riot of particu- 
lars, and ſhew himſelf magnificent in publick mat- 
ters, asin buildings, theaters, neceſities, and recre- 
ations of the people , ſtill undertaking ſomething 

reat for the majeſty of the Kingdom, and commo- 
Tiry of the Common-wealth. Towards which he 
was tranſported with much fervour and reaſon, ra- 
ſing many goodly Fabricks, and repairing the ho- 
nour of places of conſideration, even to the equal- 
ling of ancient Rewe, For he faith in an Epiſtle 
which he wrote to one Agapetys, Governour of the 


City, that he would not ſubſcribe in ornaments to 29 


the Ancients, ſince he paralelled themin the happi- 
neſs of his ags Asin effe&, whileſt he obſerved 
theſe excellent Maximes, his Kingdom was indeed a 
Realm of juſtice, peace, and plenty, beheld by all as 
the miracle of the world. 


The fifth SECTION, 


The honours of Boetius, and alteration of * 


Theodorick, 


Octius was honoured with ſo great reſpeR for 

the many excellent qualities reſplendent in his 
perſon, that from the foundation of Rome , ſcarcely 
might a man be found of the long Robe mounted 
to ſuch an eminency of honour, by the degree of 
civi) prudence, learning, and virtue, 

It is a very notable thing, chat not only the Kin 
made him three times Conſul, but needs he would 
through abundance of his love, that his ſons, who 
were yet very young, ſhould be advanced to the 
Conſulſhip, A matter not ordinary,but titular and 
of favour, and very rarely given, but to thoſe who 
were ſingularly to be gratified, 

Himſelf confeſſeth, that if joy were to bederived 
from ſrail honours of the world , he had cauſe e- 
nough to rejoyce on that day, when he faw his two 
ſons carried in Pomp throvgh the City in a trium- 
phant Chariot,accompanied with the whole Senate, 
ard attended by an infinite concourſe of people, 
who ceaſed not to congratulate the father and the 
children, as the off-ſpring of a race, bora for the 
good of the Common- wealth. 

The ſame day he made in full Senate an 'Oration 
of thankſgiving to T heodorich , for the large libera- 
lities extended towards his houſe , which was deli- 
vered with ſuch a grace, that in concluſion they pre- 
ſented him a Crown , as to the Kirg of eloquence, 
He likewiſe gave notable largeſſes to all the people, 
and appeared in the greatiCourt oi the Circus, fit- 
ting in the middeſt ot his rwoConſuls inpreſence of 
the whole City , baving his heart repleniſhed with 
content,and tears of joy in his eys for the affeions 
which the people witneſſed. 

Tocrown all thoſe bleſſings of fortune, he had 
married a wife, held one of the moſt accompliſhed 
Ladies urder Heaven. For, which is very rare, ſhe 
enjoyed a great ſpirit, aſirgular modeſty, and an 
excellent chaſtiry, of whom Beetizs ſufficiently to 
praiſe her, ſaid in one word, She was the image of 
her father $ymmachus, who had giyen her to himin 
a molt chaſt and happy marriage. 

Now this Sy21machy called the pearl and preti- 
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ous ornament ofthe whole world , was a Senatour, 
who ſeemed to be compoſed of nothing but wiſdom 
and virtue, for which cauſe he then lived in much 
reputation : and all this family of Boctins was in 
ſuch ſort eſteemed, that Ennedins writeth, it was 4 
vein of purple ſignifying thereby it contained there- 
in all great dignities, no otherwiſe then as veins in- 
cloſe the blood. He notwithftanding addeth, thoſe 
purples encreaſed by the luſtre of Beetius,gyho pol. 


to ſeſſed them : and after when Rowe became the 


prize of thoſe who ſubdued it, it being no longer 
lawful for -Conſuls to reap Palms in the fields of 
battels, he equalled the ancient triumphs by the 
greatneſs of his judgment. 

Gerebert, an Authour who wrote of thoſe times 
calleth this Boetizs the father and light of his Coun- 
try , who managing the reins of the Empirein the 
quality of a Conſul , ſpared not to diffuſe by the 
torce of his ability in good letters,all the luſtre they 
had, cquallirg them with the wits of Grece. 

T u Pater, & Patrie lumey,Severine Boeti 
Conſult officio, rerum difÞouts habenas, 
Infnnas lumen ſtudits, & cedere neſcrs 
Grecorum ingenizs, ' 

Boetins, thou i ather and Countries-light 
Diſpoſelt Conſuls office, commen right, 
Giv'ſt ſtudies radiant luſtre, and no whit, 
In any thing ſubmir'ſt ro Grecian wit, 

Verily, we may ſceby that which followeth in 
this Hiſlory, the little aſſurance may be had cither 
in men, or favours. If men beveſſels who do no- 
thiog all their liſe-time but play with the winds, fa- 
yours are waves of glaſs, which fail not to ſhiver 
themſelves againſt the Rocks, We would think 
the Moon much greater then allthe Stars, were it 
not that the ſhadow of the earth, which we make 
uſe of to meaſure it,cauſeth the contrary to appear; 
and we might have ſome opinion, theſe great jpni- 
ties of the world had much eminency above all that 
which is here below, were it not, that they daily fall 
into ſhadows and phantaſms of nothing, which well 
approve, we have much illuſion in our eys, ſince 
theſe greatneſles have taken ſuch eſtimation inour 
hearts, 

Jealouſie a bad daughter born of a good houſe, 
which is that of love-and honour,divideth beds, and 
Empires,and hath ever eys fo bleared, that it cannot 
endure a ray of the virtue or proſperity of another 
And for that cauſe,the luſtre which proceeded from 
the houſe of Boetizs in ſuch manner,as day progreſ. 
ſeth from the gates of the Eaſt , failed not at all to 
give ſuſpicions to King T heodorick ho ſeeing him- 
ſelf a ſtranger, and ignorant among Romans, & men 
of ſo great counſel, being not able to derive any 0- 
ther recommendation to himſelf, bur what the 
ſword gave him, envicd ſo many heavenly riches-as 
were contributed to the happineſs of his Empire. 

The change, which then ſucceeded at Conftanti- 
»ople greatly fortified his diſtruſts : for it is written 
that Anaftzins an Emperour, who had done no- 


© thing in the Throne bur create Schiſms , beholding 


the Laurels of C2/ar wholly withered on his head , 
had ſome diſtaſt both of life, which he had paſsio- 
nately loved ,iand of the Scepter poſſeſſed with ſo 
much ambition. It is certain, that being one day in 
the Circus, as he.eſpicd a furious ſedition whiſpered 
againſt him , he voluntarily laid down his Crown, 
and let the people know by his Heralds he was wil- 
ling to be rid of the Empire, which for ſometime 
appeaſed the moſt paſsionate : notwithſtanding, be. 


70 ing greatly hated,and foreſeeing he could not make 


much longer aboad in the world, ke began to reflet 
on 
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Emodius in 
'Boet 


8. epiſt.; . 
Ven Pere 


prrarum, 


Turpnye 


poſſeſſors 


luce cr6« 
CaMIET. 


Gerelertus 


I.z.Epigr, 
Pithz. 


Zacharia! 
aud M. S, 
Sicmundis 


Part 2, 


on his Succeſſors, defiring to transfer to the Throne 
one of his three Nephews , whom he had bred up, 
having no male iſſue to ſucceed him, There was dit- 
fieulty in the choice, and he _ ſoul very ſu- 
perſtitious, put that to lot , which he could not re- 
ſolve by reaton : for he cauſed three beds to be pre- 

ared in the royal chamber,and made his Crown to 
be hanged within the Teller of one of rheſe beds , 
called the Realm, being reſolved to give it to him 


who by lot ſhou!d __ himſelf under 1t, This done, x g the yoya 


he ſent for his Vephews , and after he had magnifi- 
cently entertained them , commanded them to re- 
poſe themſelyes , each one chufing one of the beds 
prepared for them, The eldeſt accommodated him- 
{elf according to his fancie, and hit apon — 
the ſecond did the ſame. He then expected the 
youngeſt ſhould go direly to the crowned bed, 
bur he prayed the Emperour he might be permit- 
ted to lie with oneot his brothers, and by this 
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ing noneed for him to paſs the ſeas for this, and un. 
dertake the voyage. 

This made him enter into much greater extrava. 
Sancy , threatning the City with a deluge of blood 
if it were nor remedied : Behold the cauſe, why 
the Pope was intreated to g0 to Conſtantinople, and 
to find ſome way how to ſweeteen affairs, yet to let 
nothing paſs to the prejudice of his conſcience, He 
yielded to the tears of the people , and undertook 

Be of Conſtantinople , accompanied with 
ſome of the principal Senatours , where the Empe- 
rour 7#ftine received him with much ſubmiſlion, 
and unſpeakable magnificence. 

T heodorick expeRting the iſſue of this great Em- 
baſſage, which was not ſo ſoon ended, entred fur- 
ther and further into a vaſt labyrinth of ſuſpicions 
and jealouſies , beginning to diſtruſt Roman Sena - 
tours, and to monopolize all affairs with his Gorhs, 
which was the beginning of his ruine, He at that 


means not any of the three took the way of the 2o time did four things which infinitely grieved all 


Empire, which was ſo caſte to be had,that it was not 
above a pace diſtant, Azaſtafins , much ama- 
zed,well ſav; God would transfer the Diadem from 
his race ; and itis alſo added, that he likewiſe knew 
by revelation , that it was Z-ſtine who ſhould ſuc- 
ceed, for he having determined to kill him, with 
7uſtinian, heard a voice which ſpake in his heart, 
and faid : He ſooxld take 00d heed to tench theſe two 
perſonages, becauſe thiy ſhould do, each one in their 
enrn, good ſervices to God. 

Afterward as this ?«ſtine being ever near the per- 
ſon of th: Emperour , one day by chance ſet his 
foot on the train of his robe, the Emperour look- 
ing back, Thos holdeſt me (ſaid he) by the gewy, and 
Bale follow me ,, but ſtay a while, your time u not 
yet come : which much amazed all there preſent, 
who thought him to ſpeak likea man diſtracted, not 
conceiring what he would ſay. 


In a few days this Azaſtaſins, who ſo much fear- 


ed thunder , that he fled into a Cave fo ſoon as at 49 


any time he heard the leaſt notice thereof , was 
ſlain by a thunder-ſtroke upon the very ſtairs of the 
place which he had choſen for a ſanuary. 7«ſtine 
derived from baſe birth , and mounted through all 
the degrees of War tothe dignity of the Captain 
of the Guard, was choſen Emperour ; of whom, he 
being a valiant man and wel beloved, T heoacrick be- 
gan to coceive a great jealouſte, ſtil fearing he might 
take our of his hands the Empire he had uſurped, 


go00d men, 


The firſt was, he advanced two, who appeared like 
two comets over the heads of mortals : The one was 
called Gongiaſtns,and the otherTrigi//a,both men of 
rapine & concufſions,who by their evil deportment 
did much diſgrace the authority of their Prince. 

The ſecond was, that he who heretofore uſed great 
moderation in matter of ſubſdics , bare himſelfe 
therein moſt inordinately , by the perſwaſion of 


30 thoſe two Goths, who were prodigiouſly covetous, 


and inſatiable in their avarice. 


The third was, that in a great ſcarcity of vituals, 


he cauſed all the corn to be taken out of the fields 
near Rowe,enforcing every one by an expreſs Edi 
co ſell that little which he had upon a very low price 
for the Kings own granaries, and the entertainment 
of ſouldiers , which gave occaſion of many tears, 
the poor entering into deſpair, if the force of this 
Edit ſhould be of lorg continuance. 

In the end,for a fourth violence, he fell upon the 
moſt eminent Senatours, diſpoiling them of their 
goods, and threatning them baniſhment and death 
under ſuſpicions of treaſons. 

Beetius endeavoured to cure Theedorick by all the 
ſweeteſt wayes : but ſeeing his ſpirit was become 
very dark, and mnch altered in all that which might 
be faid reaſonable, rot to looſe honour and good 
conſcience -in the generall ſhipwrack he foreſaw, he 
began to roar like a Lion againſt the corruptions oft 


The beginning of the ſtorm was , that 7»ſtize an 50 this mercenary Court. 


Emperour moſt Carholick, treated the Arians of 
Conſtantinople, who had been tolerated under Ana- 


ftafins, with the ſeverity ordained by laws, deſpoi- 


lingthem of Churches , which they had boldly u- 
ſurped. They failed not to addreſs their complaints, 
and offer up their grievances to the ears of Theode- 
rick: who interpreting the diſgrace of his ſe& to 
the contempr of his perſon , entred into violences 
more fit for a Batkarian then a King, who had been 


He ſtoutly ſet npon theſe two powerful favourites, 
and reſiſted them 1n the greateſt vigour of their cre- 
dir, with ſuch liberty and conſtancy,that it wel from 
that time forward appeared this man had his ſoul in 
his hand, being ever ready to relign it tor the de 
fence of juſtice.7 rigi//a, who was the Superintendent 
of the whole government of the Empire, and the in- 


 ſtrument of Kivg Theodorick, would fain ſeem an a- 


ble man, and to give colour of wiſdom and reaſon 


trained up to civility by ſuch good counſels, for he 6©to actions diſproportiorable , namely in that Edit 


threatned to turn all Rome into hre and blood,if the - 


Emperour 7ſtize did him not right , and for this 
purpoſe be ſent Pope oh, commanding him to go 
ſpeedily to Crxſtantinople to cauſe the Churches to be 
rendred to the Aris, ſuppoſing his dignity would 
procure him full power with the Emperour, The 
Pope anſwered , hebad made very ill choice of him 
for ſuch an Embaſſage, that the rank he held in the 
Church permitted. him- not to be a provider of 
Churches for the Ariaxs,and that if he had any bad 
deſign upon his perſon, he was ready to ſtretch 
out his neck for the defence of the Church, there be- 


publifhed concerning the great heaps of corn, a» 
maſſed rogether in the magazine of the Prince, in 
the ſharp wants and indigencies of the people. Boe- 
tins lowdly blamed this. manner of proceeding, 
and ceaſed not to declare the miſeries of Provinces 
in words very effectual, demanding audierce ofthe 
Kins, for the good of his State. 

T heedorich,, whether he had. not as yet altogether 
renounced the reputation of a righteous Prince, or 
that he thought his great favourice Trigi/l/a was 
grounded upon moſt pertinent reaſons, and rong 
encounters of affairs, which made him ſtir up theſe 


O o novelties 
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novelties, would needs in his cabinet hear a conſe- 
rence between Boetins and Trigil/a concerning the 
Decrees ; where Boetixs defended the cauſe ot the 
-poor, with ſuch weight of reaſons, prudence, and 
courage, that he hindered the battery of Trigila, 
and prevailed ſo far with the Prince, that he procu. 
red him to revoke his Edits : whereupon theſe two 
favourites with all the faction which followed them, 
finding themſelves inmmeaſurably offended, began 


The States.man, 


Or enemies ceaſe not to exaſperate you, upon want of reſpedt 
due ts your Majtſty, and yet God knows we have ſs regarded 
ryal authority, that ſeeing it in moſt unjuſt hands, where it loſt 
ts luſtre, we (uffered 11 wt to looſe the fruit of our obedience. 

Allow Sir, the liberty, which ever hath been the moſt preti- 
os inheritance of this Empire, you have placed men over our 
heads, who to become g/cal and unwilling to ſeem any thing leſs 
then what they are, ſeck to (mother m our mijeries, the baſeneſs 
of (heir own birth, and believe the means to juſirfie their own 
carriage, is to take away eys ſrom thoſe, who have them, and to 
reader tongues mute, (caſt they may learn « truth. Now adays 


more and more ro caſt into the {foul of T heodorick 110 to be born rich utobecome a prey, and to arrive at governments 


already much changed, infinite diſtruſt againſt Boe- 
tixs, and the whole Senate, And then Panlinus and 
Albixus, two perſonages the beft qualified in Rome, 
who had run through all the molt honourable charg- 
es of the Common-wealth, were very ill intreated 
by ſuggeſtions and ſuſpitions, which theſe men had 
raiſed againſt them. Boerius, ſeeing the affairs re- 
duced to ſuch a paſs, where diſtimulacion could not 
repair them, ſpake inthe end to T heodorick, in full 


Senate with all the hbertie which his conſcience 20 


dictated unto him, ſaying : 

SIR, 1 am not ignorant that we ae ina time, wherein it is 
as it were much eaſier to flie then to ſpeak of the State of this 
Empire without offeace to any, and that ak diſcourſe, which 
at this preſent may be ſramed, will ever be ſuſpetfted by thoſe, 
who bave made even our thoughts criminal to your Majeſiie. 

Ye: mwelt I needs ſay,it is a matter very hard to be {lent in 
ſo ereat revolutions of affairs, fiace nature hath not created 
us like Crocodiles, who are ſaid ts bave eys to weep and not a 
rongue to complain. I percegve we looſe as it were all that 
which we have of Romane 7n 4, and that in ths univerſal 
diſaſter, where all the wo.ld (hould ſtreng'ten their arms aeainſt 
violence, men ae contenied to dv, as in « thunder , every one 
prays the ! hunder-bolt may not fall upon hes own bouſe,and very 
little regards ths danger of hu neighbour : "So likewiſe we ſee 
many Scnatours, whoſe diguty ought to put into their mouthes 
good and forcible words for the defence of juſtice, ſatufying 
themſ.lues to avoid the blow, and cxpetiing ſafety in common 
TUES. 

As for my (elf 1 |-eely proteſt, that beang born «f bloodgwhich 


- never learned io flartcs any man, and ſeeing my ſelf 12 a rank 


T#ſtin, Ge- 


where my ſileace may prove izjurious to the publick, fince I can- 
n9t uthold liberty already too much leaning 10 its 'uin, 1 will 
at leaſt ſupport the image of it, and in ſo general a ſervitude, 
ſpeak ſomething, wherein 1 will either diſcha:ge my conſcience 
for the preſent, or comfort my «ſhes for the time to come. 

Alas Sir,whea 1 bevold you ſiting upon theThrone of glory, 
whertuato the band of God ſeemeth to have raiſed you by mira- 
cle, fa.tified you by di{craion, and bleſſed you with ſo many pro- 
(pe-itzes 3, 1 cannot chuſe but remember with the moſt tender re- 
ſentmenis *| my beart, the calms of the firft years, when you 
100k int0 your band the ſtern of this large Empire. Who ever ſaw 
divers m:ttals ſo happily commixed, as we then beheld different 
Natioss unitedin one entire body, under your autharity ? What 
conſent in affc Hizns ? what correſpondence in all orders ? what 
wituur in laws ? What obedience in ſubjefts ? What ogreement 
:u the Senate > What appliuſe among the people > What policie 
#1 Cities ? what good fortune in 'aims ? What bleſſing in all 
the ſucceſs of jour affair. 

Seemed 1t not, that God bad affixed to your Aandards 21d 
Edits ſome ſecret virtue, which made the one truumph in way, 
and the ether becom proſperous in peace ; with ſo mach terrou; 
and reputation, that evea things oppoſite of. their own natuie, 
kit themſelves firmly together for your benefit ? 

0 Stir, what is b.come of that gulden face of your grvern- 
mint ? Woobaih Metamorpboſed it juto this leaden viſage ? 
Perhaps you thought it was a pait of the greatneſs of youy 
Majeſ(tie, to hold a Senate under, to whom all the good Empe- 
7016s ave ſo much aſcribed, that th'y eſteem them as neceſſary 
for their greataeſs, as leaves abuut the Roſe to ſet out its 
beautie, © | 

I could tell you Sir, how much thefe Counſels are pernicious, 


nwenſ. hilt. were it not that the experience of the years of your reign bath 


taught you move,then all the malignity of men can deface.If you 
will be pleaſed to Fall as yet to counſel your wit &> underſt :nd- 
ing, which God hath repleniſhed with ſo maty fair and noble 
lights believe me you ſhould finde this people # as the bearbBaſil, 
which rendereth a good ſavour, as it i8 ſaid, when gently hand- 
led,and createth ſcorpions when rudely chafed. Hold us in the 
eſtimation and condition, wherein you l4: berto bave retained 
#5, and you ſhall ſee nothing more traftable then the Romane 


peopl! : but if you proceed with thoſe violences, by which ſome 7 


daily pervert your good nature, it is to be feared, leaſt this ſe- 
v'iity produce u0t rather poiſon, even for theſe who bope aut of 
#t tg derive ſiwectneſs. 


with ſome ſupereminences of wit, u 10 vaiſe enemies ; all great 
ations ae ſuſpeed; and it ſeemeth that to find ſafety, we 
mutt [ech it either in ignorance or tdleneſs, 

Wc bave ſo learned to obey, that we would not hitherto ſo 
much as inter into conſideration of the diſt ibution you made of 
your favours, leaving ihem more ſree unto you then are in the 
Sun bu rays, aud conteating us to honour the charadter of your 
Majeſlic as well on Rocks, as Maibles and Silper. But now 
Then we ſee the pretious intereſts of the Kingdom, in bands 
leſs pure then we wiſh,what elſe can we doin ſo publick a cala-« 
mity , but h:re moſt bambly remoaltrate, that which the ſubtile 
diſſemble, the miſerable ſuffer, the good deplore,and even the wes 
ry ſtones relate. | | 

Where u the time, Sir, when we heard thoſe noble words ta 
proceed {rom your menth, That the flock may be ſheared, not 
flayed ; that abody overcharged, ſunk to the ground ; that 
there was no tribute comparable to the precious commodie 
ties derived from the love of SubjeRts ? And now all the C1- 
ties and Countries, bewail the 11g010us concnſſions they feel, ta 
ſatisfy with their ſweat and blood, the avarice of ſome pariicu- 
lars, who are notwithſtanding, as greedy as fire, and more un- 
ſatiable then the aby(s, 

I exaſperate not here our miſeries , by an amplification of 
words : 1 have, Sir, made you to ſee, when yeu pleaſed to bear 


3 © me in your Cabinet, the tears of Provinces, which ſoftened your 


beart to compaſſion, and opened your bands to liberality, ſo that 
if your good affeftions be no! altered by ſome, you are capable 
enough to diſcharge heaven of all promiſes, which it hath made 
untg us by the happineſs of your Empire. 

ſeal thoſe eys which you ſo oft have opened for the com- 
fort of your poor ſubjefts,and in what part ſotyer you turn them, 
you ſhall behold aought but miſeries. 15 it not a ſtrange thing, 
that ſleves being ſometimes ſold to courteous Maſters, ſweeten 
the (harpneſs of their condition by ſome gentle uſage, and that 
there ſhould be none, but the people of Rome , who yearly buy 
ont their bondage ? None but the people of Rome, whowere 


4O made accountable for the goods pulled from them, and tributary 


ſor the ſhip-wrack of their paverty ?2" 

From thence the way u taken tothe oppreſſion of Megiſtrates, 
and ſome are perſwaded, that throughly to mow the Meadoar, 
you muſt bumble the h:ads of plants moſ! eminent, Paulinus 8 
deſpoiled, Albinus z: euiliy of Treaſon, they be culpable enough 
ſcace they are rich and powerful, It is ſaid, there can bens 
ſafety found, but in their diſgrace. And who ſecthnot, that 
theſe proceedings tend to the ruine of that moſt noble body, 
wh. ch almoſt thirty years maintained your royal Crown ? 

Out alas, Sir, if we exclaim agarnſt witches, who poiſon 
Foxntains how can we be ſilent, ſeeing endeavour u uſed to inve- 


© 20m the ſoul of the Princegwho # the ſource of all counſels to the 


cad we mayheresfter find poiſon, where we hoped for remedic? 

Sir, onely behol and imitate your [elf z re-aſſume that (pirit 
which made you reign in our bear's, as well as 1a our Provin- 
ces : diſliaguiſh flutterers ſrom true friends ; bearken tothoſe, 
whoſe loyalty you have known in the ſucceſs of ſo many pro- 


{peritzes. 


Remenber your ſelf, that you were made t9 107g over min, 
not as a man, but as the law : to bear your ſubjef?s in your bo- 


ſom, and no: trample them-nnder-foot z to teach by example and 
* u6t coaſtrau by ſorce, to be. a Father of* C1iF215, and not a 


Maſler of Slaves. 

Rem-mber your ſelf, Kings are given by Heaven for the 
tſe of people, and that they ought not to have ſo much regard to 
the extent of their power, as not th conſider the meaſure of their 
obligations, Handle the mattcr ſo, that the greatneſs of your 
Majeſtie may appear in its goodneſs, and that this word which 


you beretofare had in your month, may ſlick eternally in your 


heart, when you ſaid: A good Prince ought not to ſear any 
thing ſo much, as to be too much feared. 


This oration greatly enkirdled minds, and King 
T heodorick was ſ0 ==" amazed at this liberty, that ' 
he ſeemed not wel ſetled in his countenance, he one- 
ly ſaid in few words,he would give all ſatisfaQtion 


g £0 the Senate, when time had cleared this buſineſs , 
whereof he wou!d inform himſelf, that it might be 


treated at the next Seſſion, ; 
Trig' #1 


Part 2, 


Part 2, 


The HOLY COURT. 


Trigille, Congiaſtus,and Cyprianus the principal 
of the tation of the Goths, ſeeing themſelves touch- 
ed to rhe quick, reſolved the time was now come, 
wherein either they mult be loſt,or Boerizs undone ; 
ſo that after this aſſembly, they ceaſed not to be- 
ſiege the ſoul of the King, who was become jealous, 
melancholy, and timorous, with a thouſand objects 
of diſtruſt upon the praRtice of Boctivs,aſſuring him 
the conſpiracie was wholy contrived and plotted 
at Conſtantinople by Pope 7cby and his Complices, 
at Rome by Boctins, Paulinus and Albinns, who had 
marvellous correſpondencies. Not content with 
this, they gained ſome mercenarie people, they 
practiſed with falſe witneſſes, they counterteited 
letters, forged and ſealedin the name of Boerins, 
and faid all that which their paſſion ſuggeſted, 

This is it which gave the moſt dangerous aſſault 
vpon the mind of the Prince , for ke _— read 
their papers,and heard ſome depoſitions, which they 
gave ma notice of , would have no further intor- 
mation tO be reſolved, bur ſpeedily aſſembling the 
Senate, entred with his papers in hand, ſhewing in 
his countenance the trouble of his thoughts, and 
ſpake in theſe terms: 

This lafl ration, which Roetius mad: in this place, was 
the Trumpet of a tonſpiracte plotted agarnſt ny State. 1 won- 
der not a whit that he made #: his task (0 d:ſgrace onr govern- 
ment with ſo great oraament of tloquence, totranſport your 


miads into rebellion ; but I marvel much how he would pro- 
miſe bimſelf to draw to bis partie, complices from a bodze ſo 
mnnacent as yours, All my officers diſpleaſe 'im, as an enemy , 


The Stater-man: 


The poor Boetixs found himſelf at the inſtant ſike 
the juſt Naboth in the midſt of theſe perverſe crea- 
tures,& what induſtrie ſocver he uſed tor the decla- 
ration of his innocency,it was oppretied by a power 
ful fation, which tranſported nurd: either through 
corruption or weaknels,to the ruin of virtue, 

' The King prefled the Senato:1rs to deliver their 
opinion thereupon : they, who were deſirous not 
to appear ſuſpeRted, confidently caſt the ſtone a- 


10 Eainlt the accuſed, and thought his condemnation 


would be their freedom, others who were enemies, 
bare themſelves init with much animoſitie,there re- 
mained ſome few feeble fouls who followed the 
courſe of violence : fo that baniſhment was decreed 
againſt Bocrixs, according to the intention of The- 
odorich. 

Venly, if there be any thing worthy of commiſc- 
ration in the world, it 1s to behold offenders ſit as 
Judges upon the blood of an innocent, and to cor- 


20 ſider that afflifting a man with all extren i1e, they 


alſo deprive him ot the precious jewel of repurati. 
on, which maketh us live in the e{!:maon of boneſt 
men, a plealing and ſpi. itual he, as do many great- 
ones in the memory ofall ages. 

The wiſe Boetizs aiter he had waſted himſelf 
with love and travel for his © curt:y, 1+ taken out 
of the boſom thereot , -aS a niun tic. ch.ous, and 
put into the hands of the Gu-:1d to lead him to Pa- 
v4, the place of his impriſonment 

He was not ſuffered co ſpeak with his father. in- 


of the good offices are done me ;, and all the favours which 17 law Symmachnr, for all chuſe who were honoured 


allot to the merit of mine, are ſy many Cr emes 1 mine own per- 
ſon-with this man, wh -drawe(h roiſon from af that which 
ſerveth others for aouriſhnent. He, whom the Prence raiſeth, 
ſerves as an objeft ſor bis envy, and it hath ever betn an in- 
gury to appoint bim a compazion 1a his honours. He geploreth the 
21 ſeries of the pubitih, asf be w:te father thereof; and it 
ſeemeth to him all is lojt, witch juſtce putteih into any other 


bands then bis own, 


Had ihe Gepides aud Bulgarians fo/raged over all Italy, be 
ould not frame any ther complaints, then be doth of the State 
#f our Kingdom ; where tharks be to God, there is notbing (0 
£/fevous, but it may ſe:m a {lver Age,if we compare it to the 
Emp. e of theſe w'1) have gone before us. Beſides, our good ſub- 
jefts eſteera not tn-mſcluves ſo unhappy under me, but that they 


think my preferuation 1s tne (oirrce of their felicitics. But 
needs mf} ve have pretext of piety to colour bis deſign, and to 
take upon him 4 tile of Prtefinigr of the prople, to mike him- 


ſelf uſurpey of mine Emvire. Verily w uld ambition be ſatiſ- 


fied, 1 hace p'rſormed for thu man all that, which may be done 


18 ſuch as ave the mol greedie of honour, raifing him to all emi- 


went charges, and viven even to bs coildren almoſt in their 
inſ.mrie, digities, which brue been reputed in this Common- 


wealth, as prodigies. But in doing this, I ſought bottom it an 


aby(s, whe it was nat tobe found. 


I naw ſuffcred all theſe extravagmncies ſo long as I could 
poſſib/e,ever thithing to complain of him, was to draw convul- 


fons uwoa mine own proper entratls : but ſince forgetting all 
reſpet of dutir, he cannot be unmindful of bu own aature, 
whith # to do evilto thoſe wiy wiſh lim well,I demand of you 
3 te quality of a King, that juſtice which you would afford to 
the mean*ſt if my Kingdom. 

T have #0t bis eloquence to amplify Impoſtours , but I exjoy 
ſome firength of unde: (t 1nding to jude of a truth. Bebold here, 
moſt loyal (ubjefts, thoſe wil will depoſe the Conſpiracee be 
bath ple'ted agiinflt my ſtate. Bebold here le:ters igned with bus 
own hand, wizich were diſpatched to the Emperour Juſtine, to 
call bimta my ruln. You may judge bereupon,- and 6 data 
what ſhall be reaſonable, it being not my iatention to pretend 
bere any other ſaiisf1ttion, then wiat the laws afford me. 


AS ſoon as he had ſpoken this, he cauſed his wit- 
neſſes to come in, who were one Baſilins, Opitey, 
Gandentivs, men of loſt conſcience and reputation. 
Theedrick notwithſtznding cauſed-rhem to be 0. 
penly heard, and without exceprion, againſt the in- 
nocent, Then he began to produce that goodly 


with his friendſhip are ſequeſired , ſcarcely had he 
the means to give the ſalt adicu [0 his wie Re: fticia- 


'n4, who ſeeing her husbard fudder:.y tallen from fo 


eminent a dignity into ſuch difa{te:r, could noi con- 


tain from ſaying unto him with (caiding cears : 

Str, ts this then it, which your un cencic bath deſerved ? 

If the Kg be reſolved to put you to dea h.w1; (iffereth be ſtill 
a piece of your ſelfe to live, whic': b 1/ ever been (6 dear nts 
you? IT have courage enongh to follow /ou exther tin exiie,impri- 
[onment, or death. But Boeti«s replicd again in few words, 
that he might not any further increaſe her g'ie. 2 M 14am, 
the hour 18 not yet come. trouble not out (lf ro (re me ſuffer for 
Juſtice, 1t z8 a title of hozourn bich God bath »eſerued ſor 
bis cbildien. Tyre (ditcation w ir: you have derived f om 
your good ſ1ther, and the in uftinas) ou have vecrtvecd from 
me, give me occaſion to bope jou 3 1/1 new this aceideat with a 
Chriſtian reſolution. My d wehicy, it $34 a:t fit thai our tears, 
which fall from ſo mach a hither placc as we rave bien bred is 
greataeſs, may (ſhew any dejr inn 1a tlie effimation of men. 
Support your ſelf a little under you bunthenr, and op: your 
heart to the conſulations of begven, ce thoſe of earth are min- 
glted with fo mitch acerbities.Ther timing to his children all 
diſſolved into tears * My cen, (frith he) God bereaftet 
will become your father. Mak” Þ wviſton of great virtues, 
which have ever beat the mhe 1: «107 of our bouſe, f / all other 
bl-ſings ave but duſt and wiad. This is thr leffun which God 
giveth you mm the change of my fortune. Comfort jour good 
wather by the dutie of ſaithſul obedience, ond live in bope 2 
Perbaps you (hall ſee me again, if it plea/e God, ſooner then 
on imagine. 

Theſe words were arrows that pierced theſe faith. 
ful hearts with moſt juſt refencments of nature, 
which could not quickly end, notwithſtanding all 
the lenitives that might be applied. 


The fixth SECTION. 
The impriſonment of Boetius, 


T” He great changes of fortune, which ſuddenly 
happen, have this property in them, that they 
ſtrike our ſouls as wares not foreſeen , and give us 
the blow before we have leiſure ro underſtand our 
ſelves. The poor Boetins ſeeing himſelf between tour 


letter, addreſſed to the Emperour of the Eaft,which 70 walls, ſequeſtered from the City, which had ſerved 
asa theater of glory for all his houſe, taken away 
his own, bereft of bis Library, 

Oo 3 


was wholy counterfeited by the damnable impo- 
ſtures of one named Cyprian. 


from thelove 9 and 


all 


291 


292 
all the moſt precious accommodations of life, ſhut up 
as a victim deſtined for a bloody ſacrifice, found 
himſelf in the beginning ſurprized with an over- 
whelming ſadneſs, as he hath left expreſſed in writ- 
ing. He bewailed with broken ſighs his innocency 
unworthily handled ; he traced 1n his thoughts the 
marks of his former fortune , he caſt his eys upon 
his forſaken family, which ſeemed to himin the Ly- 
ons throat , he called into memory the unwortbi- 
neſs of his accuſers who had been heard againtt him, 
the ingratitude of the Senate that had condemned 
him for being faithful unto them, the cruelty with 
which this ſentence was executed, the wrack of his 
means, the loſs of his reputation, and all the black 
horrours which a man declared criminal of treaſon, 
ficureth to himſelf, 

Fw: cy In this abyfsof diſturbances, he was diſpleaſed as 
ra miſe it were with death, which layeth hold on ſo many 
7-1 4119 Youngs men that deſire nothing but to live, and 


a te, E: 


f-rrer o-»- deigned not ſo much as to ſhut up his eys, which he 25 then to be tyansſormed into a beaſt by the enormitieo 


{c; (4:85 perperually moiſtened with his tears. Hereupon we 

11," may ſee, that the moſt couragious ſpirits, in theſe 

Metr. 1» accidents ſo ſtrange and unexpected, ever pay ſome 
tribare to the natural paſſions of men. Bur likewiſe 
on the other ſide, we ſhall obſerve the power which 
a well rectified judgment hath over it ſelf, when we 
behold it ro diſipate all the troubles and agitations 
of the heart by the vivacity of reaſon, and uſe of 
precepts of wildom, which be moſt exactly practiſed 
1n this his captivity. 

We have alſo the book of his Conſolation, com- 
poſed in this priſon: which is verily in the judg. 
ment of learn*d men,one of the moſt excellent pieces 
of work that may be framed on this ſubjet , where 
he introduceth Philoſophie, who vifiting and awak- 
ening him from this dead ſleep of ſadneſs, 

1hat Voetius (faith ſhe) arc you be then, whom I bavefed 
with my milk, whom I have cheriſhed with ſs good nutriments, 
and bred up natil you arrived to the ireagth of mans eſbate ? 
Vertly I have given you arms, which would ſtrengthen you a- 


The HOLY COURT. 


30 ved man, 1 would o:dain for him neither wheels, flames, nor 


The States-man., 


be reſolved to give law to the policie of the Omnipotent, from 
whom you ever ought to receive it, what elſe will you gain, but 
to ws your ſelf mutinous, and to render your cond:tion 1072 
tr0ubleſow by your impatience ? 

I pray you think with your ſelf, if you were embarqued in @ 
veſſel, you muſt go according tothe impulſion of winds, cud not 
the motion of your affc trons. If you tilt and ſow, you ſhall 
have ſruitful and barren years, according tothe diverſuy if (ea- 
ſons ; and you would bave « ſo'tune ever equal and perpctually 
ſtable?you would hold back by force of arms its chariot inceſſant» 
ly circumvolving ? Ave not you veiy ſimple no! to know, that 


Part 2, 


to If ſhe were not inconſtant, (he could no longer be forte # 


Go not about here to queſtion with me upon the cfflifiions of 
good men, and the proſperities of evil. y hat injure doth God 
to an innocex', if be allot him the ſhare of all thoſe great ſouls, 
whom be will not entertain in the pleaſures of an idle life, but 
in the exerciſe of viitue? Know you not there are pſhes that 
die in [landing waters, ead are delighted in the buwbling of ſlu- 
ces ? Great ſpirits go all that way, they no more looſe themſelves 
in tribulation, then the ſux in bu eclipſe, which oncly ſerveth to 
make him more reſplendent. 

And what advantage, think you, do the wicked derive f, om $i miſirum 
the benefits ef this liſe ? Is there any thing more miſerable « volmiſſe 
vices, pravaperm- 
end io add im/imiiie ts ſo many Crimes ? You ſay, they ds T7 
whatſoever thy liſt; and 1 ſaythiy are thereby ſo much the ; nd wo 
more miſerable; ſor if it be an unhappineſs to deſire an evil, it : 
1s a doubl: miſc'y to have the power to exeente it, 

If all effenders were puniſhed according to their demerst, 
they (hould bave ſome benefit which they bave not, to wit, the 
puniſhment of their miſdeeds which being « work of juftrce can- 
not but be good ;, thiy ſh::41d bave ſome bridle to ſtay thetr exorbi- 
tancy, ſome apprehinfion of the j1dgments of God 3 Which berng 
ſtols from them by long pioperities, what elſe remaineth for 
them but to paſs to extremity of puniſhments by the ext1emity 
of crimes ? For my part, | 1 ſhould throwghly puniſh a depra- Lib 8: 
tortures, but I would burſt bim with hoxous, gold, ſolver, and Vans tics 


riches ; and when be were full up to the throat, 1 would draw ftolidis men« 
aſide the curtain, to let bim ſee virtue and Paradiſe, of which nbn; mpre- 
be had betrayed the one and loſt the other, by the diſaſter of hi «7» &'* 
carriage. 


The ſecond queſtion which Pþhzloſephie asked bim, 
was, if he knew well who himſelf was? And Boeti- 
#5, anſwering, He was a manot honour, reviving 
the memory of the great riches and dignitics he had 
enjoyed heretofore, Ferily ( faith ſhe to him ) videzen. 


ga: ft «ll the ſirches of fortune, were tt not that you have for- 40 Iwell ſe there 14 mich ſo ect fulneſs of you contlition, and Lib. 2. de 


(akcathem. Know you me no loxeer ? From whence procced- 
eth this (lence ? Til me, is it out of (ſhame or ſtupidity? 1 
bad rather it were derived from ajuſt baſhfulneſs, but as far 
as I c:4 perceive, you ave become wholly [euſeleſs. will you ſay 
nothing to me? Ah poor min, he is no! abſolutely lo[t, but ſo 
near as I cangiue's he hath a Lithargie, a ermmon diſeaſe with 
thoſe, who ſuff:s th:mſelves to be tranſported with illuſions of 
the mind. He bath ſorgot himſclf, but he will :ecover, when he 
ſha!l karw me. Let us oncly wipe bis eys ſurchaiged with ter- 
reſtrtal humonrs, and covered with a tiich cloud of the world. 
This done, Boerius came to himſelf, and framed 
an admirable Dialogue with this Queen of ſpirits, 


nicene{$in your complaints. If God had put gold as well as om 
blood into your wtins, on! given you leave to be born full ſtuffed _——_ 
with precious ſtones, or laden with honours and dignities from © 

your mothers womb, you bad ſome eaſe to deplore, that the in- 
beritances of your biith were raken fromyon ; but who are you, 

or from whine come you ? 1could tell you bow many years it 

u ſince you were bora a little i: fant, all nched, creeping on the 

earth, and bati'g, a meuth open 10 Cries and hurger, which had 

not ſo much as one litile hr 11 the body to cover it; and now 

you take uj on you the ſririi of a Aſ1naich, and think you bave 

noth'ng, if you peſſeſs not al'? Fiily are you not one of the 

moſt m ſc; able, if youdo aot kacw how to take contentment 11 


to which 1 remit the Reader, contenting m ſelf to 5® that whichis wift you, ond ot ſtill to tie your {elſe to ſorrows 


obſerve here the principal arguments, which ſerved 
him for his Conſolation, to the end we may learn 
with bim in our afiQtions, to fix our reſolutions on 
the will of God, and ſuck honey from the Rock, as 
the Scripture ſpeaketh, 

TIES The firſt reaſon propoſed to him by this Wiſ- 

pro. 6. dom deſcended from Heaven, was to ask of him, 

DW what opinion he had of the Providence of God 
and whether he thought the world moved by 


tis, vera de 


for that which y+4 b:ve loſt ? You bave a father-in-law which 
u Symmachaus, oze of the moſt excellent men in the world, you 
have a wiſe,the pearl of her ſex, you bave children of great hope. 
How many things would you biy at the þ:7ce of your life, if you 
had loſt them ? Andyet you think you are mi{erable when you 
poſſeſs them, and when they are employed with all their eadea- 
wour ſor your deliverance. 

Tour veſſel doth yet lie at anchor,and is not altogether broken : 
I ſee comfort in ſomethias for the preſent,and bope for the ſuture; 
and ha!pen whatſoever will, I will ſave you by (winming.But 
needs-muſt I f. eily confeſs, that I find a little nicene(s in this Lib. 2. 


mundi g- charce, or were governed by reaſon 2 God furbid Go Jour att, whenyon deplere with ſo much bitterneſs and af- Pio, 4+ 


bernatione 
ſententias 


( faith Boe! 24s) that I ever come toth.s degree of folly, to think 
that all bere bilow u caſually done. I know God ruleth in the 
wor'e, as in an bouſe built by his own bands, and that wothivg 
heppene in the affairs of mia, but either by bis command or 
priziiſſion. Thereupon Philoſophie crieth out, Juſt God! 3t 
is it 7; marvellous, that a man who hath ſuch an underſtand- 
ing of 1he Divine Providence can be ſick of the diſeaſe, where- 
with i-jce you ſtirpriged. My friend , you enired into the 
world, as in'o a liſt or circle, whercef this Providence bath 
| mare the cireui with his own bands, 1t is fit you patiently 
neo ſ«ffer all thar happeneth toyou, within theſe limits, as an ordi- 
ali. who governeth 0u7 t5vcs, 07 conditgons, our fortunes, If you 


N na'ce of God, to which you have ſubmitted your ſelf. 1t is be 7© 


fliftion \the pe'ty wants of your condition. Tell me, I pray you 
u there any mangin the world,who poſſeſſith a fſelicuie ſo full 
aad free, as not to diſpute with bis fortunes, to make hu eſtate 
more happie? The condition of worldly goods, findeth every where 
thorns ; proſperaties never come all tegether, and although they 
arived in heaps, they ever would have a ſlippery place. 

Oae u accommodated with honeſt means, but is of baſe ex- 
tration, which maketh bim to bluſh in good companits Ano- 
ther is very Noble, but 78 ſp poor in bu eſtate, that it were much 
fitter for him to be unknown. Another is born of good rank, 
ond bath no want of riches, but he bewaileth that payt whick 
he bath loſt, conſccrating himſelf to retirement with wilful 
tears, Another hath mit wi'h a good marriage, but bis barren- 
neſs maketh him amaſs riches for a firanger. Another bath 

children 
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children, to have cauſe of great miſeries: and to ſpeak in a 
word, you ſhall finde ver y few, who well agree with their conds- 
$10n, Through all, there are evils, which give bappineſs to thoſe. 
who arc ienorant of them, & horrour toſuch as bave tried them. 

Add alſo a reaſon, that theſe men, very fortunate, are ex- 
freamly ſenſible upon the touch, and as there needs uot any thing 
but « pegg to ſtay a piece of artillerte upon the way, ſo the leaſt 
accident bindereth the glory of their greatnes. How many think 
you are there, who would iouch Heaven with a finger, if th'y 
bad but onely th: ſurpluſage of your fortune ? Thu place, which 
you call your baniſhment, us the country of ſv many honeſt men 
a inhabit it, and if you reaſon well, you ſhall firde, that the; 
is 4s it were nothing miſerable, if not made ſo by opinion, 

Finally I ash you, whether ever you have had any thing in 
the world more precious then your ſelf 2 If you anſwer truly, you 
will proteſt unto me, aſſuredly no: and yet notwithſtanding, be- 
bold you, thauks be to God, if you will, to have ſo much and 
more for your ſelf, thex ever you bad, and that neither priſon nor 
fetters may prejudice the liberty of your (pirit. 

The third reaſon, which is very much «t large deduced in this 
divine wo kh, is drawn from the vanity of all temporal goods, 
where wiſdom proveth by very god reaſons, that if the ſorrows 
we have for the world, might be meaſured at the rate of the 
things which contiiſtute us, as there is nothing great inth s 
vale of tcars, ſo ſhould there not be any thing capable of much diſ- 
quie!. Mou we for mettals, which are the neſt of ruſt, and 
the t;nder of concupiſcence ? for attires, which are the nouriſh- 
ment of mothes ? for boddes, which are the food of worms ? for 
bouſes which ave the bones of the earth, piled one upon another 
with cement and moiter ? ſor precious ſtones, which are the 
excrements of an enraged ſea, borrowing ther worth from our 
S{luſion ? for bonours, which are golden maiks aid weather- 
cocks of inconſtaneie ? 

what a folly i8 it to bold retirement for a puniſhment, which 
ſo many brave ſpirits have taken for a Paradiſe, andto think 
our ſelves ſhrpely puniſhed, when we no longer bebold beh#nd 
ws great trains of ſervitours, who burden ms with thetr crimes, 


and make 15 become anſwerable ſor thezr (ouls. 


what an eirour is it todeſire to bold 1ches locked up, which 
never are what they ought 14 be, but when they are diſtrebuted: 
For they reſemble a dung bil, which ſlinketh when it is to ge- 
ther heaped, and fatieneth the fields when #t i8 ſpread ab oad. 
we move Heaven and Farth to flief, om povertir, and finde it in 
our riches ; for great fortunes are now adays ſo hungyie, and 
be ſo mnch ad» to mainiain themſelves,that although the nee- 
die are ever (he moſt poo”, yet is there nothing more brggerly 
then the rich who have a thouſand dependances, and a thou- 
ſand w:efſit es, whereunto their felicitie is faſtened, as with 
& Cyan. 

Wyat a charm u it tothink then to be happie, when you man 1ye 
the affairs of Great-ones ; where newer 15 auy th ng dine to pleaſe 
them, if you mike not your [elf a ſlave to all tbeir paſſions, 
where favours arcgranted of feathers, and diſtraces inflifted 
of lead ? Where your ſl ep, your life, and your faith is ſold for 
a pleaſing fau aſm, which laſteth no longer then the dream of 
one nicht ? 

Deſe:ueth not a man to be ſtricken down as an enemy of rea- 
ſon, when unlooſened from this ſlaveric, bt witherah, languiſh- 
eth, and ſighs for bis fetters, ready preſt a thouſand times to 
kiſs the hazds of him,who again would enchain him, 
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be ſar off, will ever be the laſt of tby iff fortunes, if thou leave 
not at, ut will forſake thee : it 1s an ordinance of God, that fa- 
vours and di graces cannot br of "018 contianance, and that 
for mortals there 1« no evil immu1 al. 


Finally,for the laſt reaſon, the holy man,who had 
compoſed ſo learned books of the myſteries of our 
faith, forſaking all the comforts of humane things , 
drenched himiclf very far into ihe conſideration of 
bleſſings in the other life,of eternity, and the excel- 
lency of God. He conſidered it, as an infinite ſea of 


all being,all good, all verityHe ſaw the whole.Uni- 
verſe in this immenſity of God, as a ſpunge would 
be in the midſt of theOcean, an atome in the air,and 
a little globe of glaſs, enchaſed in the firſt Heaven, 
He ſaw in his bolome all glory all dignities,all riches, 
all creaſurs,all pleaſures,all conſolations, all delighr, 
all joys,and all beatitudes,he walked ar eaſc in thoſe 
fourteen abyſles of greatneſs, which are in God, to 
wit, infinity, immenſity, immutability, eternity ,om- 


20 nipeten'y, wiſdom , perfeition , ſanttity, benignity, 


power, providence, mercy, juftice, and the end where=- 
unto all thing s tend. 

From thence he beheld the Word Incarnate, the 
true King of the atflited, and all the Saints laden 
with croſles and perſecutions, thinking himſelf ye- 
ry happy to mingle his tears with the bloud of fo 
many brave courages,who had gained Heaven with 
violence, 


This conſolation overflowing his heart , drowned 


30 all his acerbiries, ard infinitely ſweetned the ſharp- 


neſs of his captivity. 

Behold the fruits,which the wiſe Beetins gathered 
in his priſon ; well ſhewing, that virtueis an hoſteſs 
tractable in every lodging, and who looſeth no part 
of her liberty in chains. Ir onely appertaineth to 
huge mountains, to bear ſnow ard verdure at one 
and the ſame time,and to great ſouls to retain a ho- 
ly vigour in the ſtrength of aflitions. 


The ſeventhSECT10N, 
The death of Boetius. 


] T is a loſs, that the Authours which have written 
of chis death, bave cur off fo ſhore the laſt :& of a 
life ſo eminent. There is not any thing, ſaith one, 
ſo curious in a ſtatue, norſo hard to poliſh, as the 
nails; and nothing which mere clearly maketh the 
perfection of a man accompliſhed 1n vir:ues to be 
ſeen, asa good death, I will here ſpeak thar, which 


What a mockerte 18 it 10 affet greatneſs among men ? asif Fo | bave drawn from the moſt probable authours, 


arat would mike himſelf a Lord am ng mice, and to feed him- 
ſelf withglory, wvith u nothing but a ſwelling of the ear, 0! 
Boetius, Seneca dcſired under Nero, and Papinian under An- 
toninus,the (.litude which thou now enjoyeſt ; but whilſt they 
endeavoured to break their bands, and leaned ts 4 ruinous wall, 
the maſs of their greatneſs tranſported aud buried them. Be- 
hold thy {elf retired from affai's, into a chamber of Pavia : be- 
hold thy [lf in repoſe, aad among bo:ks, the firſt enter! arument 
of thy young days ; wiy doſt thou not nw preſert y mcke a vir- 
te of the happ'ne's, which thi provideace of God « ffere'h thee? 

For a third point, he conſidered the fruits that might be 


touching the death of Buerins. 

It is certain he was very long in this priſon, ſince 
he complaineth in this Prefuce of a took, which he 
compoled during the rime ot his captivity, that bis 
ſpirit was in declination. his bocy being worn with 
the torments he endured by the rigour of a King of 
the Goths, Death in the end came to unlooſe his 
ferters, by an a& very barbarous, exerciſed by The- 
edorick on this admirable man. 


derived from tribulation, when it is well managed. Pro-6O0 He ſeeing Pope Joby had done nothing in his fa- 


ſperit e (ſaith this wiſdom unto him) 7s windte, open, ſliope- 
rie, and inc11 fiderat., Advrrſi'ie quite 0 h:rwiſe, 1» ſober, 
reſe-2e1, t: udent, ant ci-cumſpett y the cnt und:r apperrences 
of felic ties, bring+.h unto us an in finitc of (ies 5, the other, us 
ever grave and ſincere; the oe dec: ivethus, the o by inſtiu- 
ftcib ug ;, the on» blindeth ws, the ot2er en/ ght-neth ws ;, the oae 
polluterh ws, the other pri fieth us 5 the on: charmeth w, and 
tieth; up our under [tandi.g. the other enfranch x2th w; the one 
ſeparaieth us from our ſovereign good, and mok "th us fall into a 
thiuſand ſorts of vanities, th” other draweth us back, as with 
a hook, t1 the co :ſideration of eternitie ; the one createth for 
v4 many {{1tteries. the other diſcovercth unto us many true 
friends. Let us ſuffer a little, Boerius, and if this [eem trou- 
bleſeme, thiak, that as thy proſperities have paſſed away, ſo 


' ſhall thy adverſities. The laſt day of thy life, wich canzor 


your at Cexſtantixople, bur in ſtead of cauſing the 
Temples of the Arian: to be reſtored, had purified 
and changed rheminto Cathelick Churches, entred 
into a tury more exorbitant then ever, and kept this 
good Popein priſon at Ravenna, until ke was waſted 
with diſeaſes, yielding up his moſt bleſſed ſoul in fet- 
ters, to haſten to enjoy the liberty of the ele. 
Cyprianand Baþlius, accuſers of Buetins, failed 
not ro kindle the fire with all their power, to ruin 
him whom they already had wounded, There was 


7O ſent unto him a Commiſlary, who was Governour 


of Pavia, to interrogate him upon matters, where. 
with 
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© IOeffence, bounty, beatitude,which encloſeth in it ſelf This is in- 


ſerred in 
my Jour» 
nec. 
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with he had been charged, The King promiſing him 
by this inſtrument a reaſonable uſage, if he would 
conteſs all the proceſs of this imaginary conſpiracy, 
Boerins having heard what bis commiſſion import- 
ed, replieth:; 

Tell ibe King your maſter, that my conſcience and age have 
reduced me is thoſe terms, wherein aeither menaces nor allure- 
ments can work any thing upoa me to the prejudice of rea- 
ſon. To require the procecding of my Conſpiracy, us to de- 
mand a Chymera, wich bath never been nor ever ſhall. Is the 
diſtruſt of his witneſſes [0 great, that needs be muſt exatt from 
my mouti the articles of my condemna'ton ? Verily be bath as 
much cauſe to doubt my accuſers, as I matter of glory to be ac- 
cuſed b, months ſo 1mpure, that they would as 8t were ju(tfe 
the gereareft deliaquents by their depoſitions. One Balilius 
chiſcd from tbe Court, and chaiged with debt hath been bought 
to ſell my blood, aud having (oft credit in all things, finas more 
then enough for my 14/u. Opilion and Gaudentius condemned 
to banihment, for an inſ1i:e aumber of wicked praftiſes, they 
being fled io Alias, the King redon-leth an Edift, by which 
be ordained, if thry inſtantly went not out of Ravenna, they 
ſhould be branded in the forebead with an hot troa. What may 
be add:d to ſuch an infamy? Yet notwithſtanding the ſame 
day they w.re received and heard againſt me. Arrows are 
made of all wood to transfix me,and the moſt criminal ave freed 
jn my accuſa ion. Some being not «ſhamed to employ againſt 
the liſe of a Senatour thoſe, who would ſcarcely have been ſet 
to confron Ver) ſhives. 

This mah's me (ay my condemnation is premeditated,and my 
gent! already vowed, and that this ſearch u made for peity 
formal: ies, to di'quiſe an injuſtice. ? 

K ng Theodorick playeth too much the Politiclanfor a man, 
whn hath full liberty todo ill. Nhat wed 1 there to wſe ſo many 
trichs ? Tell hm beldly from me, that 1 ſubmitt to his condem- 
zation, I was willinz to ſave the Senate, thorg » litile grate- 


ful for the ſincerity of ,my affettions : I wiſhed the re, oſe of Z3O 


the Cath»lich Church : I bave ſought the [i/berty of th:Romane 
people : Here is all that I can ſay. ASTam not im conditi.n 
totellale; ſoam I not on terms to conceal a truth, Had 1 
Know4 the means to reduce the Empire into betier order be 
ſhnild acver bave un{erſtocd it. Finally , if be be reſolved 


to put mm to death thereunen, lt bim baſlen bis blow. 1t is 
long ſince 1 bave had death in defire, and life in patience, 
The Commiſſary much amazed at this conſtancy, 


wade his relation to the King in very ſharp words, 
which pur oyl atreſh into the flame, to chruſt affairs 
into extremities. The poor Knſticiava wite of Bo. 
etins, knowing the point whereunto the fatery of 
her busband was reduced, made uſe of all the atcra. 
tives ſhe could, to mitigate the fury of the Prince : 
and oblervirg Amalaznnta;the _— of 7 heode- 
rick, to be an honourable Lady, and endowed wich 
a ſingular bounty, ſhe recommended her petitions 
and tears to her. This Lady gave her acceſs to the 
Kirg, ro whom ſhe with her children preſented her 
ſcltin a molt deplorable State, able to foiren obdu- 
rate rocks. 

A'8, $7 Said ſhe, if you once more derge to behold from the 
th, one of your glory the duſt of the earth, caſt your tz upon a 
poor afflicted ercature, nbich is but the ſhadsw of what ſhe 
bath been. I no longer am Ruſticiana, who ſaw palms and ho- 
nours grow in ber buuſe,as flowers in meadows + Diſaſter hav- 
#ng tok.n bim { om me, by whom 1 ſubſiſted, bath left me no- 
thing but the image of my former ſurtune, the ſorrows of the 
paſſed, the grief of the preſent, and borrour of the time tv came. 

I would ſwear upon Altars, that my busbazd bath aeuy 
failed in the duty which he oweth to your M 1eſty; but ca- 
tumny hath depainted his innoctney unto you with a coal, to iA- 
flame you with choler agaiaſt a man, who ever bold your inte- 
reſts as dear unto him as bis own. 1 khaow what b' bath (6 
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rank, «nd my ſex made me a juſt objeft of your pitty, $i7, ren- 
der that to me ,which 1 in this world do hold moſt precious ; 
and think not we ever will retain any reſentment of what u 
paſt, when we ſhall ſec our ſelves e-eſlabliſhed in our ſormer 
fortune. It is in you to command, and for ws 10 obey your ordi- 
nancts, and even to kiſs the thuider-bolt that ſtriketh us. 


It is to much purpoſe to preſent muſick to the ears 
of Tygers,it bath r.o other effe& but toenrage them 
the more. The cruel Tyrant preſently commanded 
the Lady to withdraw; adding he would do her 


to juſtice, And hey ceaſing not till to multiply ſu- 
. Ipitions with him upon this pretended conſpiracy, as 


it Boetins had now been preſently with ſword in 
hard with theEmperour 7 »ſtine at the gates of Rowe 
or Ravenna, be tell into ſuch fear, gall, and choller, 
that without any other formal proceedirg of juſtice, 
he diſpatched the afore- mentioned Commiſla 
with a Tribune, to put him to death, whoſe life was 
ſo precious to the Reowane Empire. 

Beetis.s,who had a long time been prepared both 


26 by prayers and the ſacraments of the Church, tor 


this laft hour, knowing the cauſe wherefore they 
came, beheld chem with a confident countenance, 
and ſaid: Performe your commiſſion buldly : ]t is 
long ſince I knew, that death alone myſt open the gates 
of this priſon for me. And having ſpoken this, he 
contained himfelf ſome while in a deep filence, re. 
commending co God this laſt aCt of his life, and con- 
ſigning ro him his ſoul, which —_—— impriſon- 
ment A had ſo often whitened with his tears, and 
purified as in a precious limbeck of eternal charities, 
wherein all great fouls are deihed, 

This done, he went forward with a ſettled pace to 
the place of execution, which the King would have 
very ſecret, not to excite the people, where ſeeing 
himie} , Behold here {faith he) 1b: Theates which Thave [0 
long deferred, 1 protect bifore tbe face of the living God, and 
bu h l; Saints, that I have ever bid moſt ſincere in entions for 
thi g:od of . be State, nor am I cnlpabl- of any of t-1cſe erimes ob- 
jefted ugainſt me. If my innoceacy be now oppreſt, here ſhall 
come a better poſterity, which ſhall draw aſide the curtaingaad 
euiertarn the rays of truth, 

0 Rome, 0 Ronie, warld to God thou migh'eſt be purified 
by my blood, and 1 to be th: laſt viftim ſarificed ſor pubtich 
ſafety ! 1 will n»' now acc ſe bim who condemucd mv deſiring, 
God rather m:y open his iy toſce the puſtics if my cauſe, ang 
th: plots prattiſed upon bu wn ſoul, Brbild the recompence x 
gaiz, f.r b:coming boarte in bu ſervice ; bui God is the faith. 
ful witneſs of a'l my aftions, and in his bo'om is it now 
whee I lay down my /if- , my body, my ſon!,and all my intereſts 

There was but one poore gentleman-waiter, thag 
accompanied him in this paſſage : who, as he pour- 
ed our tears near unto him, Boetiz:s earneſtly be. 


holding him, ſaid : zurre is your veſaln1ion , leave theſe 


5© tears for the miſerable, and tcl! my father-in-law, wy wife, and 


children,cbt 1 have done nothing bere unworthy of thetr bonour, 
aid th.t thry aft nothing urwo tby of me., by bewa:ling me w.th 
plaints, whith would be little honourable for the condition of my 
acath, but that they rather take this accident as a gift from 
Heaven. Thcy well know I have ever told them, it is not 
bc: e, where be ſhould expett repoſe, but in the place, where I 
hope to pripare thema room, 1 heſe words ſpoken, they 
proceeded to execution by the barbarous com. 
mandment given by T heodorick, 

| bave readin a very antient manuſcript, from 


many times (aid unto me theicof, and bow be bath bied his Go whence have drawn ſom particulars couched there- 


childrex, whim your Majeſtic now beholdet at your feet. If 
we no longer ſhall take benefit of inſtice, Sir 1 implore your 
merey, Lock on a woman, worthy of con-paſſion, toſſed ia the 
form, and why b:boldeth in the baven the Olives of peace, 
which you a'ways have deſired 10 equal with your laurels, 
Suffer me, 1 may embrace them : Tre world already h1th canſe 
enough to dread your power 3; efve ns canu{e to love it propoit:o» 
nably to your bounty. Alas, Sir, on whom will you beſlow it ? 
Fir, which conſumeth all, burneth not aſhes, and bthold us 
brre covered with aſhes before your eys : what more deſire you 
of 15 ? A miſerable creature is a ſacred thing; the Gad of the 
afflifted ' ae!) it iuto ws proteFion, and will na more have it 
gonched thenhis Altars. If my unhappineſs bave ſe: me in that 


. 


in, that a cruel torture was inflicted on this holy 
man, long time ſtrayning a cord about his fore- 
head, in ſuch ſort, that his eys ſtarted out of his 
head, and that in the end they knocked him down 
with a leaver: which 1 cannot think to be probable, 
ſeeing all other conſtantly affirm his head was cut 
off by the hand of a hangman : and Martianes , 
who moſt eloquently wrote his life, addeth, that by 
.miracle he ſome ſpace of time held his head in his 


70 own hands, like another $. Dexis, until he gave up 


the ghoſt before the Altar of a Chappel very near 
to the place of his execution, His 
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His body was interred inthe Church of $. Arg «- 
fixe , to whom he had a particular deyotion, and 
his name put among the Martyrs, as Baroxins 0b- 
ſerveth, becauſe he died partly for the defence of 
the Catholick Church againſt the Arias. The 
place of his impriſonment hath been preſerved as a 
great monument of piety, his Tomb honoured with 
Verſes, ſuch as that time could afford, where among 
other things this title is given him : 

BOETIVS IN COELO MAGNUS, ET 
OMNI PERSPECTUS MUNDO. | 

The King ſtayed not a whit after this to put Sym- 
wachns his father-in-law to death, and to confilcate 
all the goods both of the one and other, which was 
a very lamentable thing , yet notwithſtanding the 
courageous Ryſticiana bare the death of her father 
and huſband with ſo great conſtancy, that ſhe de- 
ſerved to draw all ſucceeding Ages into admiration; 
for ſhe ſpake molt freely to the King reproaching 
kim with bis difloyalty, and bonoured theſe two e- 
rinent fouls as Saints, much offended with ber ſelf, 
if atany time nature won tears from her eys, as 
judging them too baſe to be ſacrificed to ſo flou- 
riſhing a memory. 

The vengeance of God flakened not long to fall 
upon the guilty bead of Theodorick: for few days af- 
ter this at, as he continually lived in the repreſen- 
tations of his crime, his imagination was ſo troubled, 
that being at the table, when they came to ſerve 
up the great head of a fiſh, he figured to bimſelfir 
was the head of Symmachas, the laſt of all butcher- 
ed, and akhough much endeavour was ufed to re. 
move this fantaſie from him, it was impoſſible to 
give remedy, but he roſe from the table like a man 
affrighted, crying out murther, and felt _— 
ſuch a quaking over oll his body, and beſides ſuc 
convultions in all his members , that he muſt needs 
preſently be carried to his bed ; where he was viſi- 
ted by. his Phiſician, to whom he complained with 
much horrour, that he had ſhed blood which would 
perpetually bleed againſt him, The feaver and fren- 
zic carried him hence into the other world, where 
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The Stater-man, 
he had a marvellous account to make, of whom we 


*95 


know no more particulzrs: yet Saint Gregory wit. Greg 1. 44 


nefſeth that he learned from the mouth of a man 
worthy of credit, that the ſame day he died at Rome, 
certain honourable perſons being at Lipars, alittle 
Ifland of Sici/ie,in the Cell of an Hermit, who lived 
in the reputation of great ſanity , he ſaid unto 
them : Know ye, that King Theodorick is yo more ? 
They replying, Nay net ſe, we left him alive, and in 
health. Notwithſtanding (faith he) 7 can well afſare 
you he died to day in Rome,and which is mores judg- 
ed, condemned, and throws into the ſtore-houſes of ſub- 


terranean fire, which we here call the Cauldron of 
Vulcan, 


& 39. 


And it wasa _ thing, that they olla ut: 


being returned to Rome, underſtood the death of 


this wretched King to have been at that very time, 
cold by the Hermit , which was held for a moſt 
manifeſt judgment of God, and made all thoſe ta 
tremble, who heard the relation thereof. 

Athalaricus his grand-child by his daughter, al. 
though an infant, ſucceeded to his eſtates, under the 
regency of his mother Amalazanta, who reſtored 
all the goods had been confiſcated to the Widow, 
that lived afterward, until 7:/tinia got the Empire 
from the Goths, by the means of Bel:[arins : at 
which time ſhe made all the Images and Statues of 
T heodorick to be broken, cauſing alſo another pro- 
ceſs to be framed againſt him after his death, 

Alas, great God, who governeſt the ſtate of this 
Univerſe, and makeſt the pillars of Heaven to ſhake 
under thy toot-ſteps ! what is man who will praQiſe 
wiles ina matter of policie, contrary to thy eternal 
Maxims ? How hath this wretch ended, loofing ſoul, 
Empire, and ſalvation, to purſue a phantaſm ? He 
roared like thunder in the clonds, on the theater of 
bumane things, andthen paſt away, leaving nothing 
behind bur ſtorms, dirt, and morter : at which time 
thy good ſervant Boetius walking in the ways which 
thou preſcribedſt him, is mounted to the glory of 
the ele, leaving here behind him the precious me. 
mory of his name to all poſterity, 
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LADIES, 


F 


Should do an injurie to Sanftily, even in the Holy Court, if having undertakes to ſpak of Piety of Great-ones in theſe Trea- 
tiſes, I ſhould paſs Ladies nader ſilence, who in all times have contributed to the glory of Chriſtianity ſe much farce beyond 
their ſex, as virtne's above nature. God bath employed them inthe great affairs of all Ages, ſince the word, which 


from all etern;t y acknewledged but one Father in Heaven, hath been pleaſed to acknowledge in latter times, one Mother upon earihs 
end that be who is able to cloath the Meadows with the enamel of Flowers, and Heaven with the beautie of Lig\ts, took fleſh and 
blood of a Virgin, to make himſelf a garment, and frame to himſelf a body. And as the chaſte womb of a woman ſerved ins for a 
lodging at bis firſt entrance into the world : ſo when be would iſſue out amongſt ſo many horrours, puniſhments, and images of 
death, whn ſtones were rent aſunder for grief under bis feet, and Heaven diſtended it ſelf with ſorrow over his head, women were 
alſo found near to the Croſs, as witnsſies of hus laſt words, and ſurvivers of his blood. | 

Here, 0 Ladies, are eternal alliances, w'1ch you bave contratted with devotion ; and he who would bereave you the ſweetneſs of 
118 repoſe, ſhould baniſh you from your own houſes.So many men as [tit up quarrels, ſeem now adays to bave no 0:her profeſſion,but ts 
kill and die upon credit. Thoſe, who ae converſant with books, waſte themſelves in the pleaſing tortwres of the miad, Others, 
who are involved in the turmosls of publick affairs, oftentimes gain nought elſe but ſmoak and noiſe. But when I behold you under 
the title of the Devout Sex, which is given you by the Chnrch, 1 finde your bleſſing is in the dew of Heawtn, and that you reſent « 
ble Bees, which are born in haney, or rather tho{e birds of the fortunate Iſlands, nouriſhed with perfumes, 

Believe me, thoſe of your Sex who have not true piety, bad th:y a world of .greataeſs and beauties, and were it that all the 
riches of this world bad rendered it ſelf tributary to their intemperance, would be no mare eſteemed before God, theu —_ of 
graſs, or ſcum of earth, But ſich as take the way of boly and ſolid virtues, enter into a life wholly Angelical, which forgetting 
Sex and natural imperfe tions, furniſheth it ſelf with the moſt = x idea's yi the Deuinity. 

B:holdhereef a madel, which 1 preſent unto you in this Treatiſe, where, ufter I have obſerved, Yather by ſpeculation then Y4- 
etice, ſome bl:miſhes, which might varniſh the luſtre of [0 many celeſtial beauties, 1 reduce the piety of Ladies ingo ſuch bright (plcn- 
dour of day-light, that it were to have no eys, not to admire the merit thereof. | 

I bave been willing to make this ſervice ſuitable to my babit, and not unworthy of your conſiderations, thereunto invited by Lis 
dies, who dave bappily allied virtue to the moſt eminent qualitics of the Kingdom, and who might ſerve me for a Rode!, were they 


#n a mc beter Age then my ſelf. If God, who bath inſpired me with theſe contemplat ions, grant your performance, 1 (hall bave 
the Crgwn of my vows, and you, that of your perfeftions, THE 
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L A D I FE. 


The firſt SECT1ON, 


That the Hot.y Cour T cannot ſubſiſt without the virtue of Ladies, and of 
their Picty in the advancement of Chriſtianity. 


Ehold where T purpoſe to ſhut up this Work 
of the Ho.y Coun R T, which I have 
brought thus far with labour enough. And 

ſince God atcer thoſe great works of the Creation, 
repoſed, ſo ſoonas he had made woman, he thereby 
ſhews me an example to give ſome reſt to my pen, 
when I ſhall have repreſented unto you the perfe&ti- 
ons of a Lady, ſuch as I would wiſh her, to ſerve as 

ornament for Chriſtiznicy,and a model of virtue. 


with bad women, and that four thouſand years were 

not able to furniſh out one good one, to ſerve as an 
inſtrument ſuitable to the greatneſs of this Myſtery. 
Another having lived free from the bands of mar- 
riage, cauſed to be ſer on his tomb : Vixit ſine im- ,,,, . 
pedimento, He lived without hinderance, which was a toc. 
pbraſe very obſcure to expreſs what he would fay - 
Notwithſtanding it was found this hinderance , 
whereof he ſpake,was a woman. T his may well hap- 


Yet Reader, I muſt ne:ds cell you, I feared this 10 pen through the vice and miſery wherein the ſtate of 


__ haven,whereunto I ſee my ſelf arrive of neceſlity,as 
Zenam. Well for that I learned of the great Martyr $.7«ſtin, 
Serenume that a fingular diſcretion mult be had to treat with 
T3 & 3- women, and char he doth very much, who can love 
Tee «ze- their virtues without danger : belides, being natu- 
To wy rally diſpoſed io brevity, I ſomewhat doubted leaſt 
To wi K&- they might inſenfibly communicate by my diſcourſe 
Jus ſome touches of thoſe great delays, which they uſe 
ye. in attiring themſelves:& verily 1 ſee there are mar: 


this preſen: life hath confined us : but to ſpeak gene- 

rally, we muſt firm, had it been the beſt way to 

frame the world without a woman, God had done 

it,never expeQins the adviſe of theſe brave Cato's , SZ 
and whoſoever endeavoureth to condemn marri- Mn 
age, as a thing not approved by God, ſhewerh, that Arr iſt 
he is either out of his wits, ora publick enemy to !"" ol 
mankinde. ; 

The great S. Peter,in whoſe heart God locked vp , pe. . 


ST Zine hoe 


things may be ſaid both of the one fide and other : 20 the Maxims of the belt policy of the world, was of v: quinn 


But as i: iS an act ſomewhat uncivil to run inconſi. 
derately into invectives againſt the ſex, fo itis an 
unworthy ſervitude of mind to be too obſequious 
tothem, and render vices incorrigible, by a falſe 
preſumption of virtues, 

I am much bound to my profeſſion, that it ſeque- 
ſtreth me from theſe two rocks, where fo many veſ. 
ſels fuer ſhipwrack. If T muſt blame you, I will do 

Alcon of 24S he who ſlew ihe ſerpent, not touching the body 

Cicert. 
without ſlandering che ſex,and if they muſt be prai- 
ſed, I look on them as the idxa's of Plato, which 
have nothing in them common with matrer, 

I begin to verifie my {rſt propoſition,and ſay, the 
c00d l:fe of women is a piece {o neceſſary for Chri- 
fiianity, that it cannot be cut off without introdu. 
cing a notable diforder : and this I ſay, becauſe there 
are many uncolle&ed ſpirits in the world,who make 
it their glory to a& ail againſt the hair, to oppoſe 


credunt 


another opinion, when he' judged the good and. lau- 72” 
dable converſation of women, rendered it {elf fo ne- conver/ario- 
ceſſary for Chriſtianity, that it was a ſingular mean *" ng 
to gain thoſe to God, who would rot ſubmit them- ,.,171ur, 
ſelves to the Goſpel, Whereupon he affordeth an fam. 
incomparable honour to the virtue of holy women, 
diſpoſing it in ſome ſort into a much higher degree 

of torce and ntilicy, then the Preaching of the word 

of God ; andin effec it ſeemeth this glorious Apo. 


of his fon twined up in his folds , 1 will ftrike vice 30 tle, by a ſpirit of propheſie , forelaw an admirable 


thing, which afterward appeared in the revolution 
of many Ages, which is, that God bath made ſuch 
uſe of the piery of Ladics for the advancement of 
Chriſtianity, that in all the moſt fAlouriſhing King- 
doms of Chriſtendom, there are obſerved ſtill tome 
Queens or Princeſſes, who have the very firit of all 
advanced the Standard of the Croſs upon the ruins 
of Infidelity. He!cna planted true Religion in the 
Roman Empire, Ceſar in Perfia,T hood linda 1m [tas 


the moft ſound opinions, ro give the lie to nature , 49 /y,Clotilda in France, Indrgundis 10 Spain, Margerie 


and do that in the world, which Afomess did in fables, 
Sometimes they ſer rhemſelves to cenſure the State, 
and find ſomewhat to ſay of military matters, trea- 
ſures,laws,and offices : ſometimes they frame Com- 
mon-wealths of Plato in their empry brains, and 
conſtitute new forms of government, which never 
will have being but in their chymara's. When they 
have touched upon the Purple and Diadem , they 
buſie themſelves ro controle God upon the maſter- 


re in England, Gyſellis in Hungary , Dambruca in 
Peland, Olga in Ruſſia, Ethelberga 18 Germany, rot 
ſpeaking of an infinite number of others, who have 
happily maintained and encreaſed that, which was 
couragiouſly eſtabliſhed. 

Reaſon alſo favoureth my propoſition, for we 
muſt neceſſarily confeſs, there 1s nothing ſo power 
full ro perſwade what ever it be, as complacence 
and flattery, ſince it was the ſmootheſt attractive, 


ieces of nature, and among other things, that he 5O which the evil ſpirit made uſe of in the terreſtrial 


. bath done ill ro create a woman, 
| Catothe Cenfor ſaidin his time,T hat if the world 
C_— were without women, the converſation of men world not 
liens effet, be exempt from the company of Gods.And a Door of 
_— the Jews yieiding a reaſon why the Eternal Word 


«+: <6/que ad ſo long time deferred its Incarnation, ſaid no- 
Oiie, thing elſe, bur that the world was then repleniſhed 


Paradife to over:hrow the firſt man, ſetting before 
him the alluring pleaſures ofan Eve,very newly ife 
ſued out of the hands of God, 

Now every one knows nature hath imparted to 
woman a very good portion of theſe innocent 
charms : and if many by theſe priviledges are alſo 
powerfull in 2&ions ſo wicked , why ſhould not fo 

many 


Part 2. 


many virtuous ſouls generouſly ertiploy'd in the ſer- 
vice of the great God, bear as much ſway, ſince be 
accutometh to communicatea grace wholly new to 
the good qualities, that are aimed to his honour ? 

I conjure all Women and Ladies, who ſhall read 
this Treatiſe, to rake from hence a generous ſpirit, 
and never permit vice and curioſity may derive tri- 
bure from ſuch ornaments, as God hat conferred 
on them, it being unfit to ſtuff Babylon with the 
gold and marbles of Sion, 


The ſecond SECTION. 


That women are capable of good lights and ſolid 
inſtruments, 


Ince I ſee my ſelf obliged by my deſign to make 

a brief model of principal perfettions, which may 
be defired for the compliſhment of an excellent La- 
die,and that this diſcourſe cannot be throughly per- 
feted without obſerving vicious qualities, which 
are blemiſhes oppoſite to the virtues we endeavour 
to eſtabliſh, I will make uſe of the clew of ſome no- 
table invention in ſo great a labyrinth of thoughts, 
the better to facilicate the way. | 

I remember to haye heretofore read a very rare 

manuſcript of Theodoſins of Malta, a Greek . Au- 
thour, touching the nuptials of Theophilus Empe- 
rour of Conftantinople, and his wife Theodora, which 
will furniſh us with a ſingular entrance into that, 
which we now ſeek for , G that we add the embel- 
liſhment of ſo many Oracles of wiſdom to the foun- 
dations, which this Hiſtorian hath layed. 


Am33% Herecounteth, that this Theophilxs being on the 
© that POINT tO diſpoſe himſelf for marriage, the Empreſs 


ſhe was his mother, named Zxphroſina, who paſſionately 
onely iep" qefired the contentment of her ſon in an affair of ſo 
morher, , R 

and rela» £reat importance , diſpatched her Embaſſadours 


rehit through all the Provinces of the Empire, to draw 
ſomewhat h h . » , 
ocherwiſe, COgermer the molt accompliſhed maidens which 


bu: let us might be found in the whole circuit of his Kingdom. 

fotow + Andfor that purpoſe ſhe ſhut up within the walls 
of Conſtantin ple, the rareſt beauties of the whole 
world, aſſembling a great number of Virgins into a 
chamber of his Palace,called for curioſity,7he Pearl, 
The day being come, wherein the Emperour was to 
make choice of her ro whom he would pive his 
heart with the Crown of the Empire, the Empreſs 
his mother ſpake to him in theſe terms : 

My LORD AND SON, N:eds muſt I confeſs, th:t 
ſence the day nature bound me ſo ſtreightly to your perſ, 
af'er G-d, I neither have love, fear, caie, hope, no; content- 
ment, but fay you, The day yieldeth up all my though's to you, 
and the night, which ſeemeth made to veſt the agitations of our 
ſpirit, never razeth the remembrance of you ſrom my beart. 1 
acknowledge my («lf doubly obliged to procure with all my endea- 
wours what ere concerieth your good, b'cauſe 1am your mothe;, 
and that I ſee you charged with an Emnive, which is no ſmall 
burth'n to them who bve the diſcretion to und'rſtand nhat 
they undertake. 

It ſeems to me ſince the death of the Emperour your fuber, my 
molt honoured Lord, Thave jo many times newly been delivered 
of you, as I vave ſeen thorny affairs in the manage of your 
State. And at this time, when 1 behold you upon terms to take 
@ wife, and that I know by experience to mect with one who is 
ace ompliſhed with all perf.Ftions neceſſary ſor your State, is na 
leſs rare then the acquiſition of a large Empire ; the care 1 have 
ever uſid in all, concern, +71 glory and contentment, is thore- 
fore now move ſenſible with megthen at any other time here ofore. 
Tt is true, 0 moſt deay Son, that the praiſe-woithy inclina'i- 
ns which 1 bave obſerved in your Majeſtie, vive me as much 
bope as may reaſonably be concetved in the courſe of, bumane 
things: yet notwithſtanding the accidents we ſee to hapren ſa 
contrary to their proceedings do al's entertain my mind in (ome 
WBcertamty. 


_ That you may take ſome reſolution upon this matter, b. hol | 
71 the Pearl of Conſtantinople, have made choice of the moſt 


exquiſite maideus of your empire, to the end your Majeſlic may 


8, next 
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The Lady. 
ele(t ber, whom you ſhall judge moſt worthy of your chaſt affe- 
fions.1 beſeec) Gd, wha is Auth.ur of Marriago, to dire 
your ſpirit inth.s choice, diſpoſe it tothat which ſhall be to 
his greater glo:y,wheruin you ſh 1ll ever find your conteutmen: $. 

When ſhe had ſpoken this, ſhe drew out of a box 
a golden apple, enarncled with precious ſtones, 
which ſhe had purpoſely cauſed to be made, that ir 
might be preſented to her, who ſhould be choſen 
out for cho bed of her ſon, and putting it into the 
Emperours hand : 

Behold (ſaith he) the golden apple, which I leave to your diſ- 
cretion, to gfve it tothe moſt abſolute. You have the Comm ſ- 
ſion of Paris in your hands, but you ſha'l do well to diſpoſe of it 


more diſcretely thea he. | 
frer he had moſt affetionately 
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The Emperour, a 
given thanks to his mother for ſo many excellenr 
proofs of her affedtion, asked of her by what note 
might one know a wite truly virtuous, and fo ac- 
compliſhed as ſhe wiſhed. | 
Euphro'ina replied : It 7s no ſleght demand, O Emperonr, 
n0r can that ſo readily be reſolvee; yet by your good favour, I 
20 ll roughly delineate this diſcourſe With ſo muc) ſcacerity, as 

not to attribute any thing to my ſex, to the prejudice of truth. 

T-1ere are three ſorts of men, who cannot ſpeak well of us : 
whereof the firſt are certam (cofferr, who to put themſelves into 
an h\tmaur, and to give ſcope io their wits, have no di/courſe 
more familiar in thets mouthes, then the coademnation of woa- 
men : and God forbid, theſe ſhud be ary other then Poets 07 
Philoſopbers ;, for th y frame diſcourſes of our natuic, and ex+ 
travegancies fono purpoſe. SS 

I revenge my ſelf common'y u"0n the 'e kindof men by ſilence: 
for itis to caſt water on coals, 10 ear them Wi:hout reply, and 
to puniſh their tattle by coatempt. 

Othe $s are men wounded in (port, and whe have not well 
digeſted ſome diſgraces th y bave ieceived ſrom women, to 
whom either vice, folly, or ma'ice hath engiged them more rhen 
was exptdient ſor their quit. Theſe are, as if a dig Fnyt with 
a ſtone, ſhould run up and down to bite all the ſtones be ſindes 
in his way, yea, thoſe which are laid by woi h-men ia the build- 
izgs of Churches and bouſes. They fall upon ai women for ba- 
vine been deceived, as they ſay by a woman ; and cta/e not to 
ſcratch the wound, ts renew the ſmart of it. But who ſecs aot 
it is a mety paſſion, to blame the general for the deſerts of per- 
ticulars ? 

In the third rank, are certain melancholly ſarious creatures, 
or ſuch as have ſomething wor ſe iu them then fury, who have. 
AO ;ot ſo much proct 'izmed war agcinſs our ſix , as dtnounced 

it againſt toral nature, Thith covereth us withi's arms in this 

point, and confirmeth us #3 our right by their ſilence. 

Some of theſe, who ae [l-ong in paſſion, and diſcover their 
revenge with pretext of learning, would perſwade us, that the 
meaneſt (pirit of all th: men in the world, is more eminent then 
that of the moſt capable woman. 

Verily, 1 will wet ra ſe my ſex above the merit thereof, 
thinking we (hall ever be 18) enough, if we abide in the rank 
which God hath groen vs. 

But whether we conſider reaſon, or wh:thor we regard expe- 
rience, they wiry pertmently make void this Ciymera f conceit 

$0 which hath takea birth from ſelf love and ſol'y,as from its twa 
moſt ſuita'le elements. 

I would willingly demand of theſe d ſtourſers, whether they Tertul. l,de 
bold ſouls to have a ſex ? Never will they avow this opinion, avimi. : 
unte(s they mean to renounce faith and reaſon, And if duy Anime non 
ſouls be indiffercatly cr/ated by Go1, why do they thereupon Ta habent ſex> 
#bout to forge diſtin ftlons, whith bave aot any ſubſilcace, but 
#1 (heir d praved imaginations. ; 

If ſome {ay this diver ſue proceedeth from the bodies ; wha 
knywe bh not, th it the diſreſition of O gavs , f.om which it i 
tought the gnodne's of wit proceedeth, is as aduantagious in 
women as men ? See we not even at tha day in all (0:15. of con. 

Go ditions, men ſometimes ſo ubjeft in wit and capaciiie, that if 
one dcgree ſhould be taken from them, it ſcems hy world have 
but ſufficient to become beaſ!s? And have we not (ren :n all times 
womes intelligent and capavlz, ſome where ſ bave made them- 
ſelves appear as mracies in aits, aid others jhewed,that i/ tney 
were renorant, we conld attribute it to no cattſe, but to the mo- 
deftie of their condition 

I ſhould be to copions if 1 now went about to enla ge my ſetf 

up the gaodly 1'0:ks of Sophina, Erinna, Solipatris, Cleo. 

bulina, Theomiſtoclea, Telelia, Zenobia, and Eudoxia. 

Thoſe who condemn in us the want of wit, oftentimes wiſh we. 

had les, and would ſeitls a good part of their con:eutment in' 

0:7 flnpiditie. DE To TT 

We hold for «n undoubred truth , that God having-cre- 
ated us with this equalitie of ſouls, we have as much 
rig't in knowledges neciſſarie, for us in mailer of grace, 
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vietue, and glory,us men can have.One thing 1 may well ſay, that 
the complexion of feminine bodtes, may diſtil in!0 our jouls incon- 
{!in-ies, infirmtties,and paſs1ons, whic » perhaps wou'd take an ir= 
rezuLer flight. were they not repreſſe! by prety and re+ſon 

For my par I think Simonides hat: n0t very ill expreſjed the 
ten Orders, wh.ch he huh mate of t« * humours of women, and 
this will much help you in the choice you are 10 make, if your Ma- 
! ty we:ll take fo mucy Þ tn 15 11 h> iafoay me ! thereof, 

'n ſ:ying rhis, ſhe cauſed her Virgins to draw 
near, and as heretofore thole of Sparta ſhewed 
drunken men to their children, ro mke them to 
abhor drunkenneſs, fo framed ſhe a deſcription of 
the bad natures oi women, to procure a deteſtation 
thereof, and exalc the merit ot the virtuous, by the 
eounterpoize of their contrary. 


The third Sx cr10x. 


The ten Orders of women, and the vittous qua- 
litzes which Layer ought eſpecially to avoid, 


I Ehold Maidens ( /aith Fe) and adviſe in good 
I time to lay bold on the tenth rank : for there 
are nine neither pleaſins nor laud: ble. 

[n the firſt ſphere are choſe, which ace of the nature 
of a hop. creatures unworthy to be named, who ſoil 
the honour of their ſex, by the diforder of their car- 
riage : for leaving all that which 1s either honeſt or 
generous in our manners, they let theraſelyes looſe 
to all kind of iniamous pleaſures , of glurtony and 
luſt, which ruinech them in conſcience, tortune.& re- 
puration, They are whoups, proud birds, which have 
nothing bur creſt, ard naturally delight in ordure 


they are bats, which cannot endure one little ray of 


l:oh® bur ſeck to hide themſelves under the mantle 
0: night; they are horſe-leeches, which draw blood 
trom che veins of a houſe & ſtate, where they exer- 
cile thetr power. They are Syrexs otthe earth, which 
cauſe ſhip-wracks without water. They are Lamie, 
who have hoſteries of Cut-throats, that kill men un- 
der pretext oft good uſzge. They are harpics, who fur- 
prize even from Altars,and in the end become enve- 
nomed dypfades, which entorce ancenraged thirit up- 
on thoſe whom they bave once bitten. He that ſpeaks 
chis vice of a woman, hath as it were nothing to ſay 
of all the erils 1n the world. And when impudence 
hath g;ven them a brow of flint and iteel to fin, the 
bankrapting, which is made upon honor,is attended 
by thar, which is commutred on vircues and Alcars , 
and there is not any vice in the world, which will 
not ſeck to poflets ir [cli of the throne, from whence 
ſhametac*dneſs is baniſhed. 1 beſeech you I may ſpeak 
n0 more of theſe ſcandals of narure,Jealt I may poi- 
{on my rongue by the recital of their deportment, 
In the ſecond rank are thoſe, who have the skin of 


+», the fox, and the ſnares of the hunter,to furprize the 


ſimple. I ſpeak nor at all of ceriain creatures, who 
uſe pleaſing and innocent ſubtleties,as were thoſe of 
Rebeera and Rache/, which rather reliſhed of pru- 
dere then craft: bur 1 diſcourſ: of ſome women, 
cunning,inconſtant,ingenious, and practicx. We lee 
by experience, that creatures the jeſs{trong, bave the 
moreſleights,as it nature were willing rorecompence 
the defect of one part, by the exceſs ot another?$0 ir 
often happeneth that we our ſelves beirg deſiiture of 
forces, which is more proper for men, have recourſe 
r0 an infinite number of deceirs:whereinwe think to 
have ſome advantage, & by the cunning of our wits, 
wlych are nimble enough, & by the ſuperaburdance 
of jcifure we-enjoy. 1n a ſedentary lite, and by the 
tervour of our pattions, which being almoit never in 
the mcan, do ſtir up our underſtanding, to make it 
produce an infimty of deſigns. There are women a- 
ble to give a leſſon to the greateſt Lawyers in matter 
of proceſs, ſo well are they verſed therein:they know 


all the terms of litigious pleadings, better then ever 
did Labeon or Triboxins, & they lo cunningly make 
uſe thereof, that they tire the ſtrongeſt patiences by 
the tricks and flexibilities which chey invent. T here 
are ſome, who have a ſent ſo penetrating, that the 
ſmeil from far all that which 1s done in a City, & dit» 
cover the moft ſecret things tofind in ſome forttheir 
own intereſts, Others perpetually bear a ſnare on 
their tongues, ſuch words have they of double mean- 
10 ings ; they know how to meaſure their dall:ances to 
their own. profit, to counterteit. friendſhip where 
there is not any ; to hide hatred under Aattery ; to 
put Rivalsinto paſſion and quarrels, to make them 
tight and play the Fencers at their pleaſure, and af- 
terwards to pull ſome feather from choſe ihat are 
beaten. We do not ſo much advance our affairs as we 
would wiſh by theſe tricks , for that maketh us odi- 
ous,& taketh the cred:t from us,which we fhould ra- 
ther derive from the goodneſs of our manners, And 
20 beſides, as there is no policy, which hath not in the 
end its countermine, whileſt paſſion holdeth us in 
breath to deceive others, oftentimes we ſuffer our 
ſelves to be ſurprized by a certain levity, of eaſily 
beleiving all thoſe which flatter us. Fair maids believe 
me, as there is nothing more lovely then goodneſs, 
ſo is there not any thing more ſtable then an honeſt 
implici:y. We are not born to be Circes and Age- 
aza*5,nor to open a ſhop of all ſubcleties , let us be 
contented that Poets have made a monſter of a crea- 
3© ture of our ſex,which commonly ſpake in very am- 
bignous terms , and chey named un Sphixx ; let us 
ſpeak truths ro make fables falſe, and beware of the 
art which they profeſs 
In the third rank go alorgcertain natures endow- Mutier 
cd with dog-like qualities, moſt inſupportable,as are f**2 © 
ſo many women troubleſom,imr ortunate, & flander- nw 
ons, who do nothing perpetually but bay, bawl, or {--_ 
bite. To live with ſuch a creature in a houle,is to have F505 
a rotten roof, which letteth rain & tempeits drop in fillani« is 
40 winter upon cheheagofihe hoſt.There are men who ©* 3 
becom familiar with Lions, Bears and Dragons; but pcov. 17. 
where ſhall you find one, who hath made tractable 
ſuch like humours? The habitations of deſerts are de. ©" 
lights in compariſon of ſuch company. A film in the 
eye,the gout 1n the foor, the ſton1n the reins, che bit- 
ſing of aſpicks, thunder, lightening, raſors,hooks of i. 
ron,make leſs noiſe, and do leſs hurt, then theſe poi- 
ſoned rongus,which penetrare even into the entrails, 
A husband which mecteth with fo ill a chance, dai- 
go ly acteth thar part in his houſe, which did heretolore 
Promethe:50n the mountain of Cancaſm,uhenavul- 
tur rent him alive,and grawed his heart, which was 
only fruitful for his puniſhment, The wife that meets 
with a bad husband ſhould not much complain, buc 
yet ſhe hndeth char being in ſubjection, ſhe is not {o 
{ar diſtant from the degree,wherein nature hath pla- 
ced her ; but on the contrary (ide, to ſee a man ill 
handled by the impudent exclamations of an imperi. 
ous woman, is a kindof monſter in nature,which mo- 
66 verth pity in ſome,& aſtoniſhment in others. All hus- 
bands have not the reſolutions of the philoſopher Se- 
crates, who held opinion we muſt erdure women, as 
the dung of pigeons, which pay cur patience with 
their fruittulnels, For verily being crowned with a 
bvcker of water by his Miſtreſs Xaztippe,after a great 
noiſe of bitter words,he replied, <ech was the nature 
of the world, becauſcofter the thunder-claptollowed . 
rain.Qur age 15 not fo fruitiutin fuch inſent.biliries:; 
' butinlike occaſions the husband ang wite coming to 
contend with words,a wind is raiſed at the door and 
72 window, wh'ch bringeth a ſtorm into the houſe, }n 
all-times our tongues have been cenſured, as tem- 
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peſts oppoſite to publick repoſe : ſome have compa- 
red them to thoſe bells of the Forreſt of Dodons, 
which made a prodigious jangling : others have 
ſaid,there needeth not above three of them to make 
up a Faire; and others bave added, It was i!l done 
to ſay, there were words which came from our 
mouthes, but rather waves and froath of the Sea. I 
cannot bur think theſe Cenfors ſpeak out of exceſs, 
bur let us prove them lyars by our diſcretion, and 
perſwade our ſelyes, that diſcourſes of a woman 
which have been purified by ſilence and conſiderati- 
on, have a marvellous virtue, 

In the fourth order are women of the earth,who 
are of a nature groſs, upid, and dull, that live in 
the world as ſuperfluous creatures, and know as it 
were, neither good norill , the care of their houſe 
very little roucherth them : the leaſt buſineſs is of 
power much to perplex their mindes , their kindred 
and allies finde l;ttle friendſhip with them, firce they 
themſclves have oftentimes the heart of an Oſtrich 
towards their own children, whom they regard as 
it they were ſtrangere, 'n the end, they have much 
ado to endure themfelves, ſo unprofitable they are, 
and malignant towards civ.| life, : which happeneth 
to them through depraved habits, and inordinate 
idleneſs whercinto they have ſuffered themſzlves to 
flide from their tender years or by ſome other cor- 
rup ions of a melancholy fpirit, which they foment 
ro the prejudice of their repoſe. 


Theſe kinde of natures are good neither in 'the 3o In the fixth degree are the ratures of the Ape,who cyfedire 4 


Country, City, houſe. keeping, nor in religion, For 
we iinde that in all chinss we malt uſe endeayour, 
and that we came into the world, as into a Galley, 
where , 1f one cannot marag? either the Stern or 
Oar , he maſt at the leaſt make a ſhew to ſtir kis 
arms, 2nd imitate the Philoſopher Diogenes, who 
rolled his Tub vp and down, wherein it was ſaid, he 
inh:bi:ed, to bultte himſelf. For my part, 1 like well 
thofe pzople who baniſhed all idle gods out of their 


The States-man; 


air and earth with their complaints ; which was the 
cauſe why ſuch as came to the Funerals, knew not 
whether they ſhould bewail the dead, or the dying. 
Notwithſtanding, preſently after thet: goodlycoun- 
terfeitings, they began again to re{orm their hair, 
and change the duſt of the payement into the pow. 

er of Cypreſs, to put painting upon their tears, to 
adorn with a carcanet of pearl the neck, which they 
ſeemed to deſtine to a haiter, to ſeek for Oracles 


[© from their loeking-glaſs, and to do all things as if 


death and love conſpired to make their feaſt in one 
and the ſame Inn,1 have obſerved othe:s,who being 


299 


yet under the yoak, were the bel: ſeryattsin the 


world, but as ſoon as they ſaw themſelves xt libercy, 
there were no worſe mittreſtcs then they, There are 
noted to be in the heart of a women the paſſions of 
a tyrant, and ſhould they continvaily haye wheels 
and gibbers at the:r command, the wor'« woold be. 
come a place of torture and execution. Never have L 
ſcen patliors more hard to vanquiſh: tor n the end 
rhe Sea which threatneth the world ro make but one 
clement, ſufferech it ſeit to be diſtinguiſhed into 
ditches by little grains of ſand, which {tejcd ic with 
the commulſltion they received thereupon fromGod; 
but when a woman letreth the reins of her paſſion 
g0, there is not, as it were, neither law divine nor 
humane, which can recal her ſpirit to reaſon, Fair 
maids, take eyer from the modeſty of your hearts, 
the laws which may be given you by jullice. 


have a certain malice ſpighcfuland affected, and ſuch _— 
—_ - * . , s mail d., 
ſpirits may be fourd ot this kind who day and night py. 6. 


dream on nothing but m:{chicf, They are filled-with 
falſe opinions, finilter judgments,diſains, finothered 
choler, diſcontents, acerbitics,in fuch orc, chat the 
ray of the proſperity of a nezghbour refi.cting on 
their eys, makes them ſigh and groan. 41d as thoſe 
Apes which ſculk in the ſhop ot a ] rode man, mar 
his cools, diſturb his works, ſcatter his Iabours, and 


walls, and retained ſuch as enjoyned travel. Fo:, to 40 turn all rophe-turvy : $0 theſe maliciuus creatures 


live and cake pains, is but one and the ſame thing ; 
and that, which the nouriſhment we take, operate:h 
for the preſe vation of life, labour doth the like for 
accommodat:on rhereof. 

In the fifth ſtation you haves women of theSea who 
much d:ceive the world by their fair ſemblances:for 
they ar hrit appear quiet & peaceable,asa Sea in the 
oreateſt calm, having no want of g: ace or beouty, 
which promiſeth nwch good to thoſe who Know 


ſpy occations to trouble a good affair , to &.fiuivea 
purpoſe well intended,ro over-ibrow a counic! 22 

turelydeliberated, to cauſe a retardation on the molt 
juſt defires,cand fraftrate the molt barmlets delights, 
How many times do we br old the jun to rife chear.- 
ful and reſplendent in a bright morning, andevery 
one 15abaſhed to fre a miſt ariſe, which in chis icre- 
nity doth that which blemiſhes on a fair body ? Itis 
ſaid itſometimes procecdeth from a ſorcereſ;, which 


them nor, bur one wou!d not believe how they ſhift 5 darkenech that giorious eye of the Cay with her 


away upen the lealt wind of contradiction which ts 
ra:ied: how they are puficd up,and become vnquiet 
with anger, love,avarice,jealou!te,and other paſlions 
very active. Suck anone ſeeth the flower of the 
thorn, who knoweth not che prickins thereof, and 
fuch an one beholdeth with admiration thoſe exs 
celient beauties, who cannot believe how many 
pricks and ſtinss they cover under theſe imaginary 
ſweetnefles. You ſhall therein ordinarily obſerve 


charms:ard how often have you obſerved projperit- 
ties more radiaat then the cleareit Suramers day, 
which have been cloyed with dusky vapours by the 
ſecret practiſes of a woman,who bite: h che bridle in 
ſome nook of a chamber ? Fair maids, malice is an 1! 
trade ; it ever drinketh down at leall the moiety of 
the poyſon which 1t mingled for 0: hers, 


In the ſeventh Region, there are ſome kinde of Mom 


Qwls, or Wild-cats, certain creatures enemies of 


very grea* levity & impatience, which maketh them 6& day, of all converfrion, ail civility, and all deco- 


hourly :0 chavge their reſolution, in ſuch ſort, that 
they think nothins fo miſerable, as to remain {tillin 
one and the ſzme condition. I have ſeen youns wi- 
dows, who h:d waſhed the bodies of their husbands 
with their rears, wiped them away with their bairs, 
and, as it were, worn it by iorce of kifſes, and who 
no: content with theſ= ardent aff:Rions diſcharging 
the ſurpluſige of rheir pation. upon their own pro- 
per bodies, roar their hair, pulled cheir cheeks, and 
were rather covered wich duſt then apparel , they 
died every hour, ſayins,they could nor hive one ſole 
moment without: their beit-beloyed, and filled the 


rum : who having received from God many ho- 
neſt erablements to adorn life , and to do good to 
perſons neceſsitous, ſo lock up their entrails , that 
you way ſooner extract Honey and Manna from 
fiints, then get a good turn out of their hands, How 
is it poſhle they could be courteous to oblige their 
Ikes fince they are many iumes crucl to themſelves, 

zfrauding themſclves of the necekitics cf lite, 
which are, as it were, as common 2s elements, to 
ſatisfe a wicked paſsions of avarice that gnawerth 


70 them with a kind of fury ? For they endure 1n a= 


bundance part of that , which the damned ſuffer 
Pp 2 in 
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in flames perpetually ard fearing leaſt the earth may f: mily waiteth on the cordition of their tumours , 
fail them, they bewail what is paſt, they complain of they muſt no more be offended then thoſe flars, 
the preſent, they zpprehend the future,they love life, which are thought to ſerd tempeſts upon ſuch as 
onely to hold money in priſon ; and fear not death, have not ſaluted them. What may one hope from a 
but tor the expence mult be made at their funerals. ſoul altogether drenched in theſe delicacies ? follics 
Let us take heed we reſemble not thoſe fountains, attend the increaſe of age, ard multiply by infinite 
which are ſo cold in the day , that they cannot be degrees, Reaſon is trampled under foor,and paſſion 
lic, runk,and ſo hot in the night, that none dare come armed with a great power makes it ſelf ro be carried 
S. T-n4- near them, Let us do good both in life and death on the ſhoulders of men, Deſires are without mea- 
1-194 * with the goods which God bath given us. If men be go ſure, wills without bridle, paſſion without modera- 
ungrateful, he will ſuffer us to reap reward even tion,and ſenſuality withour reſiſtance, bravery,tar- 

from his hands. A covetous ſoul, which in the pro. tle, impertinent babble, toyiſhneſs, love, afford no 

ſperity of its affairs, and ſuperabundance of riches, paſſage to truth, and if there be any devonion,it is al- 

heareth not the clamours of the needy, is as the hen, together ſilken , ſo coy and curious it is in the choice 

which is faid to be deafin ſummer , is like a bottle of _ Sacraments are good, if they be not tied 

full of filver which afforderh nothing till it be bro- to hands, where vanity ſeeketh its intereſts; yea, 


z"O 
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ken, is a mil-wheel which much labourerh, and gain- 
eth nothing ; a hog, which never doth good, but at 
his death. It hath always folly for guide, ſervitude 


pride is planted upon the hair-cloth of pennance , 
and if God would chaſtiſe ſuch creatures to their li- 
king, he muſt tie up his rods with fi1k, or elſe they 


20 never would receive correction, 
When they leave their parents to be delivered to 
husbands, they go to change power, and not nature, 
A husband is ever uncivil, according to their ſaying, 


for dowry, and miſery tor recompence. 

- In the eighth are choſe, which are ſaid to be com- 
poſed of a certain mixturevf powders very different, 
which cauſeth them to be of humours light, giddy, 
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xcclef. 7. fantaſtical, in ſuch manner, that they daily make an 


M «ir 


infinite number of metamorphoſes, and one knoweth 
not in what mould they muſt be calt,to put them in- 
to a ſtate of conſiſtence. You may there obſerve a 
ſpirit, which is perpetually upon change, which cea- 
ſeth not to jump from deſire to defire, hke a bird 


if they bave not permiſsien to do any thing, And as it 
is ſaid the moon never agreeth in qualitics with the 
ſun, but when ſhe hath eclipſed him, ſo they find nor 
any concord in marriage, but in the dimumirion of his 
authority, whom God bath given them to be their 
head.They carry along with their portion all the vi- 


from branch to branch. A ſpirit, which will, and will 30 ces of their childhoed, which oftentimes accompany 


not, which faith, and unſaith,doth and undoeth, and 
which continually hindereth ut felfe in its thoughts. 
All that which you think to be very firmly ſetled 
with ſuch kind ot perſons,is tied with a ſliding knot, 
and there needeth but the turn of a hand to over. 
throw what is thoughttobe beſt eſtabliſhed. Onething 
they retain very conſtantly in ſuch an ebb and floud 
of inconſtancies,whichis obſtinately to fix themſelves 
upon their own opinions, and no more to give way 


them even to thegrave. They have no eyes to ſee ad- 
verſity, no nor cars to hear it ; the muſeries of the 
poor touch them ſo little, as it they were made of 
marble, and the care of their family ſhall never in- 
terrupt their pleaſures, Whar a life is it to bcho!d a 
woman, who although ſhe riſe in a time when the 
ſun is near noon-tide,notwithſtanding, as if ſhe fear. 
ed the yapours of the ſerain,ſhe is armed before ſhe 
come out of her bed, with a reſtorative from the 


to reaſon,then rocks to waves, It is yerily one of the 40 kitchin, to keep her colour the more freſh. 


greateſt vices which may be in a woman, as being the 
leminary of all diſorders that grow in houſes. 
have ever learned from Antiquity, that the nobleſt 
Spirits are thoſe, which give good counſels, and that 
ſuch as willingly hearken unto them, come neareſt, 
and joyn with them in a laudable degree of goodneſs. 
Bur ſuch as neither can give good advice,nor receive 
it from others, are the very worlt natures of the 
world. Preſerve your ſelves, Maidens, from this im» 


From that time ſhe cauſerh her ſelf ro beattired, 
and clothed like an Idol, by three or four ſervants , 
who have more ado to preſerve her beauty, then e- 
ver had the Veſtals of Rowe to maintain the ſacred 
fire. One preſenteth her with red, another with 
white, one holds a looking: glaſs, and another dares 
not tell her that the time of Mals is already paſt, 
whilzſ my Lady taketh her head: dreſſings:yet muſt 
the Canons of the Church be broken as eaſily as a 


perfeRion, which is the blemiſh of a noble courage, 5© glaſs,to obey the humours of a woman, and to cele. 


the worm of concord, the poiſon of lite, the inſepa- 
rable companion of folly. Make it not your trophey 
to be refraRory againſt the advices and remonſtran- 
ces of thoſe,to whom nature, juſtice,and reaſon hath 
ſubjeRted us : otherwiſe you would travel much , 
and get nothing in recomperce, but the perfection 
0i a mule, | | 

| ſer inthe ninth place maids,who are of the nature 


comers. > of thoſe proud kirde of creatures, as of peacocks, or 
lictle dogs, which are glutted with curioſities, whileſt 60 prattle is ſo loud, that a few women could ſuffice to 


clel. 9. 


ſo many poor people die for hunger in the {treers. 
This order is now adays much ſpread over thewor'd, 
for it is filled with nice women , who ſeem to be 
born for nought elſe, but to make it appear how 
high the deſires of exorbitant nature may mount, 
when a great fortune ſupporteth them. Many little 
fisking goſſips are ſcen, who are made up like pup- 
pers,ſo curiouſly bred,rhat they feem to be ted with 
potable gold berween cotten and {1]k, Thoſe are the 
divinities of fathers and mothers, who raiſe rain and 
fair weather in their houſes, at the orely aſpect of 


brate then,when it is to be doubted whether the ſun 
begin not to bend already to his ſetting, Maſs is paſt 
over with making ſowr taces, and looking ſcornfull 
with a good grace , with ſome Gee ceremonies of 
devotion , which go no further then the omward 
parts. There it is, where reſolutions are made of en. 
rertainments of time, to be choſen for the reſt of the 


day.Then follow the viſits of child. bed women, gad- 


dings,and coachings, darces atd banquets,where the 


make the noiſe of a mil, They much love to hear iſe 
courſe upon all kinde of affairs. They that have not 
their ſpirits ſo ſubtile, entertain themſelves upon 
trifles, and (light complements,which they have flu- 
died for the ſpace of ten years. Others,who can ſhew 
they have read a great quantity of love-pamphlets, 
or tuch like, wonld ſeem of ability, ſo far as to give 
law to Poets and writers. Others,who bave not this 
kind of reliſh, love not to pleaſe any thing ſo much, 
as their own ſenſuality,and in theſe loole companies 
take fire and winde on all ſides, to the great preju- 


their countenances, The joy and ſadneſs of the whole dice of their reputation, 


H 


Part 2. The HOLY COURT. The Lay. 
I leave it my Davghters,to the repoſe of your re- 
colle&ed cogitations, to think what Epitaph may be The fifth SECTION, 


beſtowed upon gen:lewomen that lead ſuch a life, brief Tabl "EPI v7, 
bur that they have employed themſelves in the cu- A brief Table of the excellent qualities of a 


20T 


ſtomary ations of a beaſt, nay, which a beaſt daily L ady ; and firſt of true Devotion. 
performs better then they , with this diſparity, thar He Gentlewomen that ſtood round about the 
they have been more inventive to ſeaſon their ſin, Empreſs, expreſſed much earneſtnefs to know 


Behold what honeſt women commonly moſt con- in few words the excellent quilicies of a woman 
dern in the carriage of the vitious and imperfet, truly virtuous , and Exphroſina, not to fruſtrate 
which I have abbreviated in few words , being un--1© their delire, proceeded in theſe rerms : | 
willing to enlarge any further upon the other im- * A Lady well accompliſhed , is l:ke a lar with 
ktions whereof I have no experience, having hve rays, which are the five vertues, of Devotion, 
ordinarily ſo much entertainment with my books Modeſty, Chaſtiry, Diſcretion, and Charity ( a.) 
and employments, that I have no leiſure to ſtady on Devotion formeth the interiour, Modeſty makes ic 1 rhe 


the manners of this ſex. appeat in the exteriour with a requiite comelineſs, a: the 
h Chaſtity perfecteth both the one and the o:her, Di- 379ee 
The fourth Sg CT1ON, ſcretion applieth it ro the direion of others, and 5c:iprice 
The tenth Order of Women, full of Wiſdom,and Charity crowneth all her actions. pag 
Virtue y (b) A woman without Devotion, were ſhe com- ,4-«., 
20 poſed as a Pandora, & had ſhe all the beauties which (+, be fi 


He young Emperour took great pleaſure to 
1 hear the Empreſs his mother ſpeak fo freely 
concerning the nature of women 3 and he prayed 
her to perform her promiſe touching the chara- 
Rers, which might ſerve him in the choice he meant 
to make ;, whereupon ſhe replicd : 5 To 
*© The laſt and moſt excellent Order of women is wardly a ſlave to her paſſions, is a picce of ficth al- by a Greci 
thar,which hererofore was called the order of Bees, ready halfe rotten, having not fo much as one g : 
women truly divine, whoſeem to have been made up- ot ſalt in it. Corruption will creepinto her life, d1f FE 
on Celeſtial globes by the hands ofAngels,ſo ſweet is 30 order into her manners,infamy into her reputation, F117 ©. 
their nature,their virtue ſo rare,& price founvalua. and deſpair into her ſalvation, Devorion is a virtue (uirable to 
(a 3:5 ble. They arein houſes as the funin his Orb,(s) and hereditary to our ſex , it is the firſt portion which 6!) 
fol on1en , - . Ing. 
»wide, = he that would equal their worth , ſhould he draw God'hath granted vs ; it is the title which the ©*'* 
4/1 out all metals and precious ſtones which the earth Church hath given us, it is the moſt eminent mark 
Lcclef, 26, hiderh in its veins, would rather finde inſufficiency of our Nobility. if we looſe this ornamexi, 1 cannot 
in his purpoſe, then want of merit in his object. 


ſee why we ſhould pretend to live, havirg renoun. 
(>) xl Bees (as ſaid a ec was gs. mortal ced the honour of Chriſtianity. 
eaghe 10ns worthy of 


ve; in them but death: they perform a But to tell you my opinion , Devotion being no 

q«o4 20ri- Immortality, Bees are labourers from the day of other thing but a prompt and vigorous aff-&:on , 

1-1. 415 their birth, and it ſeemeth theſe are framed for the 40 which diſpoſerh us to all thar which concerneth ihe 

{+ reſciur, Pratice Of virtues from their cradle. Bees have their ſervice of God, it ſeemeth ro me, that many amorg 

Quaril. Jittle wings; theſe meditation and ation, Thoſe bave us have great illuſions in this point, ar:d oftentimes 
aſting,theſe a point of vigour, which is the inſtrument court a fantahie, thinking ro enterrain a truth. 
of all perfe&tions, Thoſe live under a King,and theſe There are of thoſe, who by over. much embra- 
confecrate themſelyes to the obedience of laws both cing Altars have overthrown chem, (c) and b:oken (c).44is 
divine and humane. Thoſe are great enemies of or- the Idol of Dagox,to fer their own judgement up in #77 
Gure,and theſe live in the delights of chaſticy.Thoſe the place thereof, bak 


VEerrurr. 
travel irceſſantly. and loſe not a day unleſs heaven | have ſeen very many, who have a ſlight devoti- $- 2-1. 


- enforceit;(c)theſe are perpetually in the exerciſe of 'on of apiſh tricks, which onely conſiſterh in a certain 1237 ® 
bd Lo good works, and looſe no time. bur to give it unto $0 light and childiſh imitarion of countenances ard ge- 5Srr-'» 'ib. 
tm tut, Cod, Thoſe never ſtay upon withered flowers, and flures, having nor any ſolidity in the interiour. For (oo. 

theſe ſer not their hearts upon any fading things my part, I imagine when 1 think vpon ſuch appa- 1. 5 
which are under the Moon, Thoſe have their hives 


rences of piety without cffcR, that if apes had a lit- 
rubbed with birter he:bs,to defend them from vene- tle ftudied our countenances, they would much cx- 
mous creatures , and theſe uſe morrtification of fleſh 


ceed us in this point : For they are great ard miſ- 
againlt the poiſon of pleaſures. Thoſe make them- chievous imitatours of all they ſee , witneſs thoſe, 


{elves connterpoiſes with certain little tones to fly who wafhed their eyes ina baſon full of glew,havin 
the better , and theſe make a counter-ballance with obſerved a huntſman, who waſhed his with fair wa- 
humility ro ſoar the higher. Thoſe make honey ter , and he who being deſirous to bathe a lictle in- 
which ſerves for nouriſhment and medicine , theſe 60 fant in imitation of its nurſe , haſtened to plunge ir 
have ever charity in their hands to cure the wounds ina boyling cauldron. How many do we daily fee 
and acerbities of the life of the poor , ſuccouring inthe ſeemings of affe&ed piery, who fo well a& all 
their want by their liberalities. Thoſe make the Al> countenances , as if with {uh merchandiſe Paradiſe 
: ears to ſhine by the help of wax, which they pro- were to be purchaſed ? And in the mean ſpace they 
(4) 70% duce ; theſe adorn and enrich all the Church with are alrogerher devoid of crue virtues, to that he 
& 4ivitze the travel of their hands, or wealth of their Cabi= who could penetrate into their hearts, ſhould finde 
cb 24- nets, What,would you to be more noble or divine ? they were like to thoſe pearls, which-in ſtead of a 
Demino aw. Why then are you amazed, if the Scripture(d) hath folid body, have nothing bur the husk, 
:ew propre (41d, That houſes and riches came from Parents, but Some take devotion as a ſlighc paſtime, others as a 


:.. word 
Oran, 


6719 perut 
d:csPlinl.1, 


«ror Pit» 


= a wiſe and a virtuous wife from the hand of God? 07 l;ght complement; others bend char way for compla- 
cence tothe humours of another ; others for glory - 
and although they haye conſciences as rude as thoſe. 


The HOLY COURT. 


of the Countrey, they would willingly draw Sera- 
phins,out of Heaven to govern them,to the end that 
although they cannot have devotion, they may at the 
leaſt gain the reputation to ſeek after the pertetteſt: 
others are thereto tranſported for fome (lender 
cloak of liberty, and certain accomodations of their 
own proper intereſt, 

I do not fay, but that there are a great number 
who have intencions moſt pure, ard proceed very 


piouſly,but we mult affirm,that the detects whereof 1 © 


we ſpeak, may craftily ſlide into the infirmity of 
our ſex. | 

For,what may we fay of a creature to whom ten 
rs 0! devotion, twelve hundred communions,and 
a thouſand exhortations have not yet taken off one 
hair of vanity ?What may we think of her, who eat- 
eth the immor:al Lamb twice or thrice a week, and 
daily on all occalions bezcometh a Lione(s in her 


ton? What may we judge of her, who ſo many 


times layech the holy Euchariſt on her tongue, asa 29 


ſeal oſthe ſpouſe, not being able to bridle or reſtrain 
it ſo far, as to foi beer fo many indiſcreet and evil 
wordswhart may one preſume ol her, who makes a 
ſcruple to drink cool in ſurmmer, and to behold a 
flower wich delight, yer fecleth no remorſe of con- 
ſcience to have ſpoken more {landers in one dinner, 
then ſhe hath eaten morſels? Verily we betray Cevo- 
tion, which is of it {elf tair and glorious, when we 
ule it in ſuch ſort;and we vive matter tO exorbitant 


ſouls how ro juſtitic their 11s by our deportments, 20 


tro which they ever have but roo much inclination. & 
think that in depainting us with a coal,they make 
themſelves as white as ſnow. There are others, who 
deſire devotions extatick ard raviſhing, diſguiſed in 
firanos words. in faſhions never heard of,in ceremo- 
nies 102 acculiored, All that which is juſt, prudent, 
and moderate,taſte h roo much of common ; other 
paths muſt be tourd 10 Paradiſe ; new habits muſt be 
cut out for God under the mould oitheir fancy, to 


make him krown., 1 am not. ignorant, thatthere are ,, 


in re'1v10us 01 ders forls puri Fd d irem the dreps of 
the world which have app-ch:nſons ol God mo{t e- 
fare; ror wou'd | for avy thing condemn! fuch bleſ- 
ſings. Buc when in orciary lite they ſpeak to me of 
fathions ſo extr-ordinary, | ever $0 alors with a 
leaden pace, fo much do] lear, lealt ior aſtrong pi- 
ety, 1 tind a body of {moke.1 add alſo others, who 
myoke to them{lves a devotion hideous, penſive,and 

e who betold ir 


#4 l, h, w—_— , [] eo! pay 
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the world , we have northins elle to do, but to hide 
its beauty,and tovive it a mask of cerrour,to affrioht 
thoſe, who have bu'inefs enough to free theriſcives 
from their ſenſuality i cfexm the devotion moltproe 
per for our fe. is chet which bath leaſt oi affectati- 
on, molt of ft Fvery one witl be able ro diet 
the preve:r's ſhe 0n5ht ro make, coniefiions.commu 


; 1 , C4 vv p yy pPrittiofhgn 
nions,According io ner own cap ay, proicitongand 


leifure,uiing therein the connſll of ſome thas govern 
her conſcience ; but le: her aTore ber ſeit ſhe ſhall 
never tait devotion ar ihe fountain herd, burtin the 
prucriſe Or virtues, and the confrancy ot good refolu- 
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A Frer ihe interionr 15 cireRted by rhe motions 
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P '* of Mery follow i ne virtue of modeſty 2 
which procioin 
WE Uve!, 


which {rewoth how our ſouls circumyole 


cociourlv, It is the needle of 7® up ſometimes ar i 


The States-man. 


veth times,ond the hours of the diy: it, which wit- 
reſſeth the power we have over our peſlions , ir 
which formech vs after the mode! of great fouls , ir, 
which cauſeth us toappear inconverſation,in a man- 
ner not only regular , but ſweet, honeſt, & exemplar, 


bp 


ward man inthe ircorcuptibility of a ſpirit peacea- 


Parts 


7 , tn coryle 


It is the virtue, which S. Peter the Apoſtle requi- pritmirare 
red of our ſex, when he adviſed us to ho'd the in- 9 & 


Js Veit 


j4 Jp*%* 


THIS, 


ble and model}, 1 his i; ſeen in the carriage, geſtures, r2cr.z, 4 


and counterances ; bur eſpecially in ſpeech, and ha- 
birs. We cannot believe how wife we are in {im- 
plicity, and how powertul in muanels, 

Itis the ſtrongeſt 2rmovr we have from nature. 
When we manage a ſpirit, and govern an affair by 
theſe ſweet and pooacoeble ways, we alonith the moſt 
confident,we Cifzrm the Rovictt, and triumph coyer 
conquerours,we haye rothins to do but to ho'd our 
peace, and our ſilence fpeaketh by us. ut when de. 
velting vs of :his ſpirit of ſweetnets, modelty, and 
docibilicy,vre pur on a faſhion haughty, Kornful, & 
turbulenr, we are onely able in loud noiſes , which 
render us cortemptibleto thoſe who are more pow. 
eriul then we, troubleſome to our cquals, intolera. 
ble tro our interiours, ard hatctul to ali the world. 
With this mild temper of ſpint, H:fter changed 
King Ahaſers into a lamb, with the fame, Ab;oail, 
was much ſtronger then the arms of Dat4d;and Je 
ſabel with her natural cruelty having flain Tnro« 
cents, ruined Cities, diſturbed States, was thrown 
out. of a high window on thc pavement, to be tram- 
pled all bloudy urder the ice of horles. 

Bur as corcernirg Moedcſly, which regarderh the 
comlineſs of body ard attire, it 15a firange thing , 
low many complaints are made againſt us upor: this 
point. We havealready ferved tor the ſpace of fo 
many Ages as a common place to Preachers, matrer 
of cenſure tor -dits,a fable for Cities, and laurkter 
ro our ſelves. Inthe mean time this loye of bravery 
is ſo throughly engrafted in our ſpirits, that we will 
not defpoil us of ir, bue with our kin, It is an ori- 
vital fin, which all women carry with them from 
their mo. hers womb, for which there 1s no Baptiſm 
to be tovred, ard he thar ſhould co about ro waſh 
us from this itain, we would have an ation againſt 


bo _ 
v4 kg = » £2 4* _ nals s val ano . ” . 
bm. Tea,were this onely usnal among great Ladies, 


for whom earth, rivers, aud feos, ſeeme to produce 
wherew1tn to famly their curtotiry,ir would appear 
Iefs ftirange, but all women are born with thispatiion 
end they ſo b-artily tug it, that there will be al- 
moſt no dittir © 


1 made 1 orders, firce theres fo 
much conlulinn i habits. 

C1tiz£r5 1 
hereafter wor ic | 
come Citizens wiyes, Per 
in this point, requi 
therein tranſported with fo nach zeal, thas it 


vill become Queens , and if we 

akon ior Queens, we muit Þe- 
12ps thoſe who cenſure us 
re r00 much ot us, ard tore are 
we would bcteve themgvee frond make all che {ge 
ries of Fg7p;. to be at Court, Thote who intend to 
treat wich vs in this manner, by ©!!:ns upon our 
hair and attizes, touch not our hearts. for could any 
one truely perſxade us to viriue,we ſhould cover 
our ſelves. wich a fick, fo that it might advance the 
glory of God.and the profit of our neighbour : yer 
do | think we have fome right ro comlineſs,and pro 
priery in our Farnents, ever abiding within the li. 
mics of the meit-regular-infeck fort,thatche-wiſe 
May no! ble21e ovwr {1perſiuitics, nor thoſe who are 
morelayourable accuſe ou - deteets. 

Pur to fpcel i.ncerety, there isa kind of frenzy in 
our procee(ins, He yho ſhould fee the Ruff; raken 
heY:ercers to cloath a little body, 
whercof the worms will quickly make a dung- hill, 
would 


Part 2. 


would ſay they had undertaken to cover ſome huge 
whale: & he who ſhould reckon up all the furnitures 
of a Lady,as they ly on a table, having never ſcen a- 
ny woman,would think it were a Mercery to fur. 
niſh a little City : we reſemble thoſe birds, which 
have no body,and are as it werenought elſe but fea- 
thers; weuſc therein fo many faſhions, diſguiles , 
and inventions,that wertire our ſpirits, ſo much ſtu. 
dy and affeQion, that many ot us make fo much 


buſineſs about a ruff, as if we had a Commonwealth 10 may pretend unto.1 will think crows might become Hirr=: 


of Athen; to manage. 

Ard that which is moſt horrible, is, theſe vanities 
are drawn from the bloud of the poor, and in the 
ſame proportion as they are extracted, they ſo im- 
poveriſh,as I fear poſterity may have more cauſe to 
curſe ous diſſolutions,then cheriſh them. Nay,worſe 
is done, when they ſo vehemently affe&t to begin the 
adultery of their bodies by that of the face,that it is 
inſen{ibly eaten into with painting and poyſon,as if 
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The States-man. 303 
in at the ears and cyes, that water enovgh will not 
be found to extirguiſh ic. do not wiſha maid, thought 
very young,ſhould be delighted in the company of 
children which are not of her own ſex. 1 :kewife 
tear thoſe of her ſex,who are too curious, their com- 
pany is ſometimes ſo much the more dangerous 
then that of men,as we lcaft take heed of a dome. 
flick enemy. That C haſticy is ever the moſt (toble, 
which knoweth not ſo vio as what voluptuouſncſs 


, 


«( 


nighungales, when any one ſhould make me believe 1*- 
that a creature of our {ex,which is delighted to hear ;# concmers 
or utter ſcofis, and ſpeeches of double ſenſe, which 44 »4ne 
cover ordure under golden words, either is chaſt 
or can any long tire continue as ſhe js, 

Let us guard the eyes,moutl, and ears of thoſe 
young maidens, as Temples dedicated ro Honour 
let us do nothingin their preſence, wh.ch they can. 
not imitate without ſin: let us reach them not ro 


FIESTLE 
y 4:, 


they would derive beauty from corr»ption. Then cer- 20 addict themſelves,cither to pleaſures of the mouth 


tain faſhions of apparel are found out, which ſeem 
to be made rather to ſell bodies,then to cover them. 
1 do not know what may be reſerved for the eyes of 
a chaſt husband,when through all markets the tecrer 
parts of his wives body are expoſed as open, zs if they 
were ready to be delivered over to the belt bidders, 
1 cannot tell what husbands can be pleaſed with the 
publication of this nakednels,if not certain P/atonift's 
who would approve the law this Plilofopher made, 


or'{leight defires,to take and Ireely poſſek any pe. ty 
favours, A creature which much coveteth to have 
that which her condition cannot afford, hath many 
enemies in her heart, which will deliver her body 0s 
ver todiſhonour, ard her ſou! to conſuſoen, 1 ec ng 
cut off as much as we may lv many wanton ſongs 
idle books, infamous pictures, cofipings, Cancings , 
and banquets : never 1s a heait taken bur with ſome 
bair,nor chaſticy loſt bur that ſuch air aCtives ſerve 


. 
- 


as it is ſaid, of community of beds,then the doctrine 3 © as fore-runners. 


ofidea's,which would be viands too empty to fatiate 
the hunger of concupiſceace, Verily, if we yet re. 
tain a vein of che perfet Chriſtianity which ſwaied 
in he golden age,we ought to ſtifle by a generous 
corſcnt,all theſe abuſes,ard make of the ſpoils of ſa. 
perfuity a Sacrifice of mercy,giving in part for the 
relief of the poor, that, which hitherto we have de. 
d.cated to the fantaſies of our ſpirits. Since we are 
born with ſome ſupereminencies of body , and are 


There are rot ſo many loſt ſpirits to be fourd a- 
mong women well bred ,who infin pretended no- 
ching bur ſin ; but the love of divers Ladies proceeds 
eth rather from vanities of the mind,then weakneſs 
of the body, They defireto be in fome efieem and 
admiration of thoſe, who can neither efteem nor ad- 
mire them, but 1n the prerenſions of their own inter 
eſts: they take delight to be commended for their 
beauties, which never 2ny man ſo proluſely applaud- 


the goodlieſt creatures of the world, why ſhould we ,, eth,as not to hope to be paid for his praiſes. They 


£0 abour to beg glory from poiſons of the earth , 
trom worms,and ſpoils of the dead? If opinion have 

at us unto it,it is now lohg ſince withered by the 
confuſion ot ſo many hands,who inceſſantly gather. 
edit, The glory of the greateſt Ladies ſhall not 
hereafter ſurvive, bur in great modelty. 


The ſeyenthSx CT 1 ON. 
C haſtity. 


th is hs s k His is the ſhorteſt way we have to the prefer. 
s. ? vationof Chaſtity, an incomparabie virtue, & 


quality S, 


Paul ca" the richeſt jewel of our ſex. It ought to be as na. 
tech faactr : : , ; = ; 
ficarioa. Ural tous, as flight to birds, ſwimming to fiſhes , 


t Ti. 2- beauty in flowers,and rays in the ſun, You need 
vere n= NOT ask, what may become of a maid or wife, who 


" per ſtizoruwm * 
£047, is prodigal of a good, which ſhould be as firmly u- 


þ rer"ſ= rired to her body, as her hearts; She is capable of 
yr; 14 fide, at n 


&e/t.une, cr4ll ſorts' of crimes, and were there queſtion to 
ſanG:i/.can- 
= gg put the keys into her hands. There is no beaft in the 
worldthat is not better then a proſtitute, who by the 
diſhonour 'of her bed hath charged her foul with 


ſins, her body with intemperance, her renown with 


reproaches, and her memory with execration.! We. 


ſought ſo ro inſtruc zour- dzughters in-the virtue 
of purity, that they may not know the leaſt ſhadow 
of ſins which are committed in the world. 1 ap- 
prove not thoſe little Diza*s , who will fee and 
ſmell out ſo many cuftomes of Countries.and ente « 


rairuments; for they roo ſoon learn that , which 70 


they too late will forger, and tak: ſy much fire 


are ſubje& to much credulity,whether it be through 
ſome eatineis of nature zoo weak, or by overmuch 
preſumption and ſelt-iove, in fuch fort ; that they 
quickly eſtcem themſelves fair,and worthy to be be- 
loved by thoſe who feign affection, nat ſeeing that 
hſhes are taken with nets, and women with the cre 
dulity of their light belict, They unde rtake des 
ſigns to make ſervants, who are not ofthe order of 
Arch-angels,to ſerve them as Rap/ract 1d Toby, not 
o pretending power over their hearts and horours, * 
They are infinitely delighted to ſee a man proftrate 
at their feer,eſpecially when he hath fome qualities, 
v/hick put him into the eſtimation of the world, lt is 
a Slory amens the quainrelt t6 have gained ſlaves, 
who love their chains, and who will no longer live 
nor dy but for them. This1s the caule they counter- 
feit rheraſelves to be little Idols: and take many ſa- 
crifices of fmoak , and although they at the ſame 
time have not any intention to offerdGod,norwith- 


open all the gates of hell, incontinency alone would 60 ſtanding they ſuffer themſelves to diſfolve among ſo 


many offers of ſervices, complements, & proteſiati- 
ons,and inthe end teel,itis a very hard matter to de- 
fend ones ſelf from an enemy,who onely aſfaniterh 
us with gold or incenle.Nrops of rain are compoſed 
of nothir's but water, and do by thar continual tal 
penetrace the ftones; fo, much tweernefs of words , 
ſubmillions,and obſervancies redoubled one upor 
another are able ro make a rock rent in {under :how 
can they bur tranſport a woman, who iſſuing trom a 

bone faileth not to retain all the ſoftneſs of fleſh. 
Love ſometimes hath winss to fall upon its prey, 
with a full fouce, and ſometimes,ic goeth along with 
acrovoked 


$4 


A title 
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a crooked pace, That which it cannot obtain by a 
prompt hear,it expeReth from a conſtant 1mportu- 
ty.trom thence enſue private converſation, and dif- 
orders, which make tales in cities, ſtage-plaies, and 
bloudy tragedies,which being begun behind a cur- 
tain,are many times ended at the gallows. 1 do not 
find a better remedy to ſtop the beginnings of luſt, 
then to behold che end thereof. A Lady who follict- 
ted in matter of diſhonour, in the firſt baits ſhall 


The Lady. | 

are deformed, 1f we muſt become learned, we oughe 
to do it in that manner asthe Sts. Tecla, Catharing, 
Eudoxia, Marcella, Paula, Fabiola, Enſtcchium,who 
wi:h the ſpoils of Egypr, furniſhed the Croſs and 
Altars of our Saviour: Nor would I adviſe a virgin 
to go and hide her ſelfin a _ or cave, to de» 
your books : It is fit ſhe ſeaſon her reading with 
works proper to her profeſsion.Let us never ſuffer 
her to be idle, bur ſo ſoon as :ge rendereth her ca« 


draw the curtain,and behold a huge gulf of ſcandals, 1© pable,let us give her ſome little direction and ex- 


injuries,rages,and deſpairs, will as willingly deſcend 
into Hell alve,as conſent to this brutiſh paſſion. She 
will ſeaſonably proceed to remedies, and unfolding 
her beart in the ſecret of Confeſtion, will diſcover 
the deceipt of it, and by this means avoid an infinity 
of diſaſters. T hrice, yea four-fold happy is ſhe, who 
willtake theſe words as arOracle,and enchace them 
in her heart to remember them eternally. 


The eight SEC TION, N 


I i[cretion in the manage of affairs. 
Wi we have begun to poliſh our ſelyes by 


theſe virtues; Diſcretion will regularly ap- 


which the: ply us tO converſation and affairs, every one accor- 


Wiſeman 
expreſſeth 


by the 


ding to her qualities. 
A woman is a poor thing, which hath no imploy- 


word Se gent nor diſcretion; as there are many to be found, 


erciſe in the houſe. or why ſhould we be aſhamed 
to work with the needle,fince Angyftns Ceſar, the 
founder of Empires, reputed ſuch kind of imploy- 
ments not unworthy of his daughters , and that the 
Romans many years preſerved,as a relick,the diſtaff 
of Queen Tanagzilla, much more charily then the 
lance or ſword of Romslus ; thinking it was more 
neceſſary to give women examples of induſtry,then 
furniſh men with idza's of war? One would not be- 


g leive,how much the earneſtneſs ſome have upon a 


good piece of work, diverteth all other pafsions , 
which may embroil the ſpirit,but whoſoever will 
make trial, ſhall find that innocency is never better 
lodged then at the ſign of labour. I leave you to 
think, when a maid hath endeavoured to learn from 
her tender years,matrers fit for houſewifery, even 
to the kitchin,what a goodly light is in that houſe , 
whether it proceed from a ftather,or from a husband 


"ag who having lived to the age of ninety years _— ws _ of = _ M hmm—__ «| 
Tax! uſeth [earned any thing, but todreſs and undreſs them- ,ANd MA1IQ-IErVAnts,tNe EXAMPIE OL YOULN , an 
the word A ws... x ® the comfort of the family. the maketh her ſelf ne- 


$ xveds, 
Tit.z,much 
recom- 


ſelves, Why ſhould we have a reaſorable ſou], were 
it not to enrich it with knowledges, which are ne- 
ceffary to us, both for our ſelves,& the government 


mending of thoſe which fall into our hand&?As we profeſs not 
the care of £O be wiſe, ſo we have not made a vow of ſtupidity. 


houthould We ſhould love as our eye-Fght the reading of 


affairs, 


mY books,which teach us how to become better ; 
or they are wiſe companions,and honeſt entertain 
ments, from whence we never behold jealoulies nor 


ceſſary in the beſt affairs, there is much repoſe inher 
prudence, her health is accounted important,her life 
precious, her death deplorable,and her memory re- 
pleniſhed with honour, The wiſeſt of men Selomey, 
bath given no other marks to know a virtuous wo- 


man then theOeconomy ſhe holdeth in the govern- 
ment o! her family. She hath confidered( ſaith he) the paths of 
her houſe,and hath not eaten her bread in idleneſs ; ſhe hath taken 
pains in linnen and wollen. She is become az a ſhip laden with 


icardals to ariſe.]t is not a very barren delight tO be- 40 vittuals and riches.She riſeth before day to provide fitting food 


hold women, who as ſoon as they bave made abilly 
complement, have nothingelſe to ſay, unleſs they 
talk of their ruffs,or ſome ſuch kind of trifle? Arthe 
leaſt, I wifh thoſe, who never have been willing to 
learn to ſpeak,would one day praQtiſe to hold their 
peace: But they deafen the world with their prattle, 
and daily deliver an Iliad of ſpeeches, wherein there 
1s not ſo much as one good word. Tell me not theſe 
maids ſo knowing, are more ſubject to caution : I 
would not have them, 1 fay unto you, all learned as 


the Sybils and A»ſes , but who will envy them an 55 


honeſt ſcience of things, which ſerve for the direRti- 
on of manners ? There is none but ſpiders, and ſuch 
little creatures, that turn flowers into poyſon. We 
ought not to ſear that a maid,:o whom good foun- 
tions of humility & devotion ere given,will abuſe 
this celeſtial manna, which is found in ſage Writers. 
| have learned from one full of wiſdom and expe- 
rience,that for oneyoung virgin inſtructed in learn- 
ing, which hath failed in her honour, twenty other 


the more grofſly erred,as they had the leſs know= 
ledge of their fault.T intend not by this counſel pro- 
poſed,which is,toperfetthem by reading that there- 
fore we give hberty to the curiolity of reading of 
all ſorts of books,and namely thoſe which treat of 
loves,though ina very gentle manner; for they bave 
a little ſting in them as ſoft as ilk, which inſenſibly 
enters into the heart ; and when they deſcribe this 
rd you with ſo many exquiſite terms and 


for her family. She hath made purchaſe of farms, and entertain« 
ed tr1ſfick, She hath put her hand to work,then opened it to the 
neceſs:ty of the poor. All her ſervants are in good order,her bus. 
band and children cannot ſufficiently praiſe her for her great wiſ- 
dom, She is « lamp which will never beextinguiſhed in the 
darkneſs of night. Behold ſomewhat near the tearms which 
be uſeth, to reckon up the perteions of a wife , endin 
with wiſdom, and ,:ear of God, which is the firlt and laik 
ornament, 


The ninthSECTI © N. 


Comugal Love. 


[x the end , as love is a generous paſsion which by: is the 
its | gar government crowneth all virtues , ]Fpichere 
adviſe a married Lady, for the accompliſh-F.a 4. 
ment of her perfection, to bear a moſt cordial cha. «th to vic- 
This is no hard matter 92% wo 
X >* men,cal- 
when there is good fortune and correſpondence inting them 
marriages : for complacence ever maketh wings for o1a«v- 
love, and it is held a happineſs to love that, which gpoex, 


have been found of the ignorant, who have ſo much gg pleaſeth our paſsion. Bur it is a moſt pitiful thing , Ti»: 


woul 


rity towards her husband. 


when parents blinded with avarice, and charmed 
with the ſweetneſs of pretended intereſts, renew 
the example of cruel Aſezentius,who tyed theliving 
to the dead & endeavoured to match a poor young 
maid,who furviveth in favour & bleſsings from hea- 
ven,with a husband putritied in vices, ordures, and 
diſeaſes of body. Then in a time when much virtue is 
to be ſhown, in putting on a reſolution to loye a 
monſter, from their moſt tender years to their tomb, 


oneſt inventions, they create ſo beautiful loves, 76 what ſhou!d we do thereip?The law of nature gives 


that in ſeeking to imitate them, we produce ſuch as 


us free permiſsion to deſire good husbands, but the 


Part s. 


laws * 


” 


laws of marriage exhort us to bear with them as 
much as we may howſoever they prove. if we loye 
for our ſelves, this is impoſlible , but if for God, we 
therein ſhall find duty and facility. A woman cannot 
ſcek out a ſhorcer way to the perfeHtion of her ſex, 
then by wedding the humours of her husband, fo 
that they be not oppoſite tothe commandments of 
God : who well obeyeth, commandeth well, 
and when we once have furprized ihe heart of a 
man, there is not any thing reliſterh our wills. 
Union is a marvellous cement, which ſo ſtraightly 
knitteth obedience and power together, that it is a 
very hard matter to diſtinguiſh him who obeyeth, 
from him that commandeth, We have in all ages ex- 
celled in this conjugal piety, and there are hereof ſo 
many rare examples to be found, that pens are trou. 
View rela- bled to expreſs, as well as ears to believe them, Ten- 
reth this in der and delicate young maiders have been ſeen, who 
the feces incon{iderarely married tro husbands,worn out with 
cies maladies,perceiving from the firſt night of their nu- 
Won», of g;jals, unguents,ulcers, and evil ſavours,and finding 
as, A counterfeit health in bodies, more fit for a tomb 
then a marriage bed. yer have not abandoned them, 
bur loved, honoured, and ſerved chem, watching 
ſometimes fourty days , and fourty nights about 
their beds, never diſarrayirg themſelves, Some one 
man hath been found among others, whoſe _— 
ſition drawing along with it ſeven yea's together 
the ſtench of wounds that were incurable, the hor- 
rible infirmiry of members which appeared wholly 
disfigured, did weaken all the forces of thoſe who 
were willing to aſſiſt him,overchrew the patience of 
the mcſt faithfull, waſted che charity of che moſt zea- 
lous, yea even ſuch as do all tor money,abhorred to 
come near him. And then to ſee a young maiden 
of {ixteen years of age, weak of complexion, hand- 
ſom of body, and endowed with a beauty which the 
moſt flouriſhing husbands would have coveted, to 
tie her ſelf ro this dead body, to ſtir it, touch ir, 


cleanſe ir, to give it broths, to blow the powder of 4© 


he- bs into the noſtrils of it , which diftilled an hu- 
mour inſupportable to all the world, to cut his beard, 
and nair,when no man would undertake this adven- 
ture, :S1t nota miracle of our ſex worthy of the 
admiration of men, the applauſe of hiſtories, and 
love of all poſterity ? 

What ſhall | ſay of one Eponiua, who having e. 
ſpouſed a husband much clogged with croublcfom 
affairs and crimes, yea even of treaſon, was nine 
years ſhur up with him in the vault of a ſepulchre, 
and aiterwards ſeeing him to be diſcovered, and con- 
d:mned-ro death by the Emperour Yeſpefiax,would 
needs accompany him -to execution, and die with 
him, ſaying, ſhe already was prepared for a tomb, 
and thar ſhe could better tolerate ir dead then a- 
ive? What ſhould I ſpeak of a Perſian Queen, na- 
med Cabaats, who ſeeing her husband detained in 
priſon, came to viſit him, not ſuffering her ſelf to be 
known, and giving him her garments of a wife, ro 
pu: on thoſe of a husband, afforded him opportuni- 
iy to eſcape, paying afcerward with her noble blood 
_ theerrour of her piery ? 

Are not theſe proweſles worchy to be written in 
letters of gold and azure, to be expoſed to the view 
of all Ages? A rhouſand- fold happy they whoſe con. 
cord harh bound love up with chains of adamant, ſe- 
paration never finding place in the knor of marri. 
age, which God hath been pleaſed ro tie with his 
own hands, Let us for this cauſ= preſerve us from 


See I:vhius 
in hi: Po 
liticks. 


The HOLY COURT. 


FS 


The Lady. 


formed by fantaſie, attired by ſuſpitions, darkened 
by diſconrents, fed with bad humours by curiol'y, 
entertained with impoſtures by ſlande. , w''ich 
gnaweth aſunder all that which chere is of viriue in 
chaſt ofſe&ions, troublerh the repoſe of beds, em- 
broyleth the affairs of houſholds, renterh alliances, 
pr oduceth monſters, ſoweth fury and rage, and ha- 
ving tarmented all the world, deyourecth it elfe, If 
our husbands fall into this miſery, ler us pity them 

10 as franticks,and take away from them all maiiner of 
occaſions which may lir up heir imaginations, and 
if ihe like malady furprize us , let usnot reſemble 
thoſe women, who have travelled m ihe dead rime 
of night through bv glv forrelts full of horrour,that 
they might baiten to watch their husbands, accom. 
panied onely with their (affions, whereot ſome tell 
berween the teeth of wilde beaits , which to them 
were more pleaſing then the execurioner they re. 
tained in their own proper entrails, 

20 Weoktentimes in this point more bewail onr own 
intereſts, then the offer ce done to C+od , andit is no 
{trange thing, that ſhe who loverth 111, ſhould be de- 
prived ot! what ſhe : ffe&teth. When there isfn in it, 
let us deplore it, let us endeavour to remedy it by 
prayers, by diſcretion, by patience, by all he moſt 
holy indultries we may uſe therein. We ſhall find 
our ſclves {trong in {lence and hope, and nor in 
ceaſeleſs complaints, which have no other effec, 
but to fret wounds, and renew diſaſters, 


The renth Src TION, 
The care of chuldren, 


O hide nothing from you; women, who are cal. 

led co the *2crament ot - arriage, ought ro be 
very perfe& , becarle they have as it were in their 
manage the molt precious intereſt of poſterity; 
they being choſen out to bring forth and educate 
Children, which are to be members of the bedy of 
Srate, 

It hath often been queſtioned from whence pro 
ceeded the good and evill nacure of men, and | tind 
that many have attributed it to the divers aſpects of 
Planers,:s by a fatal necetfity : Bur ro fay truly, this 
Aſtrology of fools and webs of ſpiders,are as it were 
but one thing, both being hr: to ca:ch flies, and nor 
deceive underſtanding men. I hold opinion, good 
mothers make the good nature of children , aid it 
hath ever been obſcrved,thar great pe. ſonages who 
have flouriſhed in ſome eminency of virtues have 
50 taken from thence as it were generally the firſt im- 

preſſions of ſanctity, 

If chaſt daughters chance to be born of i-conti- 
nent mothe;s,it is almoſt as rare,as toſee nertiles bear 
gillflowers.Ler us preſerve our bodies as remples,ro 
bring forth more virtues then fleſh tor the publick, 
and when Godaffordeth us iſſue, let it be one of our 
chiefeſt cares to train it up in his ſervice, My hearr 
bleedeth when I con" der how now ad2ys many chil- 
dren ofquality cre bred, which are ſtifled with fervile 

© indulgerces under the ſhadow of dandling them, 

God ſends chem as creatures, with which he wrend. 

ech to ſupport the wo 1d, govern Common: wealths, 

p:ople heaven, and adorn even the converſation of 

Angels:but ro ſee how they are uſed, it ſeemeth that 

pieces of flcſhareingendered, which are onely to be 

licked as bears, to give chem true pertections, They 
are loaden with fat and the kirchin, they are enter- 
tained in the full fruition of all.che deſires of their 
hearts, they are obſerved like little kings, whozre not 


39 


zealouſie, whichuſerh to grow trorathe moſt bezu. 7 as yet many times above five years of age,& already 


exerciſe a Monarchy in the houſes of chear parents. Je= 
ſus Chriſt baniſhed 1dolarry from the world with ſo 


Qq 


tifull loves, as thoſe worms , which are ſaid roiſſue 
from the faireſt Aowers, It is a mot unhappy paſſion, 


much 
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much ſweat and blood, and it is again daily renew- 

ed,when children are ſet up as certain little 1dols,to 
whom all hearts, reſpe&s, hopes,fears,and homages 
are ſacrificed, | beſeech you, let us not cauſe them 
to learn that which we ſhould make them forge: , 
let us not accuſtom them to mimick affeRation of 
words, to pomp of habits, to liberty, to pleaſures. 

Let us attire them for the ſervice of God, and exer- 
ciſes ſuitable to their ſex and condition , and above 


ear, in the frequent converſation of ſuch bad com. 
pany, who ſeera to be born for nought elſe, but to 
infect purity. 


Theeleventh SE CT1ON. 
The concluſion of the Diſcourſe. 


He Empreſs held ears and hearts ſuſpended 
with this herdifcourſe , when ſeeing the hour 
approach, wherein choice ſhould be made of a wife 20 
for the Emperour her ſon : Behold the time ( ſaith 
ſhe) my Lord and ſon, when your Maieſty muſt con- 
fegn the golden Apple into the hands of her, Whom you 
fhall judge to have the beſt portion of thoſe excellent 
qualities, which I bave recited. And ſaying that, ſhe 
cauſed a goodly room to be opened, where upon 
one ſide were ſeen piftures of Ladies, who flouriſh. 
ed in the more elder Ages, in ſanity , in ſpirit, in 
courage, and in all virtues mentioned by us, which 
compoſed a triumphant Court, There was Sarah, 
Rachel, Lea, Deborah, Abigail, Snſanna. Efter 7 u- 
aith, Mariamne,S. Agnes, S. ( ecily, S. Helena,S. Mor 
nice.S.Felicitas,the ten Sybils, Zenobia, Amalazny- 
ts, Placidia, Pulcheria, Endoxia,T heotlora, Marcella, 
Paula, Euſtochium, Viftorina, C lotilda, Radegnudes, 
and very many other , not comprizing thoſe who 
baye flouriſhed within theſe cight hundred years ; 
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The Lady. 


which much amazed me,and made me ſay, that ſuch 
as affirmed women of honour were ſo rare to be 
found, would perhaps have ſome trouble to finde 
leaves on trees, and water in the river, All theſe 
pourtraits appeared with lights of glory in a moſt 
pleaſant manner, . having enchaſements all enriched 
with pretious ſtones. Behold, ſaith Exphroſina, O 
Virgins, hoW pretiew is the memory of holy Ladies, 
Then turning her ſelf tothe other fide, ſhe ſhewed 


all, let us take heed they be 'not poyſoned by the 10 with her fingers the hgures of ſuch as had forſaken 


honour and virtue, which were pale, penſive, clou- 
dy,and encompaſſed wich flames,as it they came out 
Hell. There was Semirams, Phedra,T hibe, Phill, 
Helen of Greece,Clitemneſtra,Cleepatra, Agrippina, 
7 «lia, Meſſalina,Calirrh:e Thats, Phryne, Rhodepe, 
Flora: and in perſpeRtive ſo great a quantity, that 
it ſeemed to equal the ſands of the Sea, not account- 
ing thoſe therein, who afterward had a ſhare in 
cheir miſery. 

The Emperour having obſerved them, entred in- 
to the room called the Pearl; where be ſaw ſo many 
pearls ſeleted from all the Provinces of his Empire. 
There was nothing to be ſeen but ſtars, lightning, 
and rays,ſo much theſe beauties on every de ming. 
ling their lights afforded luſtre, which gave him 
much difficulty how to reſolve. There was among 
others one named Tceſia, a maid of much know- 
ledge, to whom the Emperour Theophilus ſpake a 
Greck verſe, to which ſhe replied with an admira- 
ble promptneſs, notwithſtanding he -reliſhed not 
this Firit, finding it too curious for his humour: but 
after information faken from his eys, lis ears, and 
the mouthes of thoſe who bred theſe creatures, be 
gave the golden Apple to one named T heedora, 2 
Paphlagonian by Nation, whom 1 notwithſtanding 
cannot think to come near , whom 1 here repre» 
ſent for a model, 
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Part 2, The HOLY COURT. The Lady. 
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The farlt SECTION. 
Her Birth and Education, 


os, 7 —oA—wr number of Ladies eminent in 
2 ſanRity is ſo great, that it reba.. 


Ammon, 


£00d. But the good creature, who could not think 
after ſo ſtrange an affliction ſhe was any more to 


Eco 


Kinemaro, teth the point of wit to think * pretend to greatneſs, and pleaſures of the world, 
po ' 4 s 

_—_ thereon , and the virtues are ſo threw her {cif between the arms of the Crofs, thar 
G, Baronio, reſplendent;that in the commix- there ſhe might finde thoſe of God : and though in 


tion of their lights theydazle all eys in ſuch manner, 
that it 5a hard matter to ſpeak ot it, unleſs we pur 
ſome limits upon the diſcourſes of ſo many ſingular 
ſabje&s, who ſet none on their merits, And that is 
the cauſe, why out ofa great number of Princeſles, 
ſome of thoſe whoſe names I have produced, 1 here 
undertake one, raiſed upon the molt perfect Idza's; 
which is the firſt Chriſtian Queen of France, I mean 
the moſt glorious Clori/da, wite of our great Clods- 
ven, who verily is much bound to Heaven to have 
been choſen out for the- advancement of the affairs 
of Chriſtianity in this Aouriſhing Monarchy, with 
proweſſes and ſucceſſes encomparable ; ſo likewiſe 
arewetied to her in an immortal obligation, to 
have caſt the firſt ſeeds of piety into the Court ot 
our Kings, that ir might with the more authority, 
enter into the ſouls of all rheir ſubjects. 

The good Princes like to a pearl which cometh 
from the ſalt Sea, beheld her ſelf involyed almoſt 
from her birth in great acerbities and horrible con- 
fuſions, from whence ſhe aroſe with ſo much luſtre, 
as ſhe made of adverſities the ſteps to the Temple 
of glory.She was daughter of Chilperick,, who con- 
tending for the Sceprer againſt Gombant bis elder 


publick ſhe ltifled the reſentments of her forrow 
with a diſcreet patience, nor reſiſting the torm,ror 
itriking her head againſt the rocks, yet in the ſe. 
crecy of her retirement ſhe daily diffolved her ſelf 


10 into tears, and found no comlort but in the wounds 


of the World's Saviour, 

* My God (/aid ſv: to him) I adore your holy 
* providence , which drencheth me with Gall and 
* Wormwood, inan age wherein Maidens of my 
* quality accultom noTro walk but on roſes, per- 
* haps you know my pride hath need of ſuch a coun- 
*terpoiſe, and you in all equity have done that 
* wich your wiſdom thought good. Behold I have 
* my eyes {till all moiſtned viith the blood of my fa- 


20 © ther, and the body of my poor morher, which be- 


* ing covered with fo many wavee,cannot haye over 
*1t one {:i[[y rear trom the eyes of her daughter, 
* which fat] not cyery night to pour forth flream- 
*1ns rivers, My God, Yorr name be bleſſed eternally, 
* Frequire novght elſe of you, bur the participati= 
* on of your ſufferings. It is no reaſon 1 here ſhould 
* lire without ſome light hurc, ſecins you wounded 
* on all ſides tor my example. £ome have bcen plea- 


- * ſed to wiſh me 1 ſhould receive ard take content= 


brother, King of Burgundy, with more temerity 30 © ments in the hope of a better fortune : where 


then reaſon, ſunk dowa to the ground, and was for- 
faken by the people, whom he had excited againft 
this ls brother, who verily was a bad King. Bur 
God who giveth Sovereigns leave to reign, favour- 
ins a juſt cauſe even in the perſon of an evil man, 
gave victory to the elder. He molt truly made uſec 
of hisfortunes , for having ſurprized his younger 
brother at the ſicge of a City, he cauſed him to loſe 
his head on a Scaffold : - and not content with this 


* would they have me gather thoſe pleaſures? I am 
* yet upon the weeping ſhores of the river of Baby- 
* (cn. 1 fix all my contolations ard ſongs at the feet 
* of your Croſs; promiſing to deſire nothing more 
*inthe world, but the p:rformance of your holy 
* will. 

There is I know not what kinde of charm in holy 
ſadneſs, which cannot be ſufficiently expreſſed , bur 
ſnch it ts, that a ſou! contriſlated for God, when it is 


murther, extended his vengeance againſt the wife 4o faln into Abyſles, wherein all the world repurtes it 


of the deceaſed, by an a& moſt unworthy. Cor cau= 
ſing a ſtone to be tied to her neck, ſhe was thrown 
into the river; and it was & great chance he had rot 
inflicted the like upon two other Virgirs,the lamen- 
table remainders of this unſortunate marriage. But 
beholding them as yet ſo young ard innocent , he 
thought their life could not be iprejudicial to his e- 
Rare, and their death might b2 1gnominious to 'his 
reputation, Behold the reaſon why he contented 
himſelf ro ſhut the one of them up in a Monaſtery, 
and retained the other, which was our Clotilaa, 
wich himſeli,chat ſhe might be bred in his Court. 
EE % -. 
The holy Maid entreth into the Palace of her 
Uncle, as a Sheep intoa Lion's Den, having no rea- 
fon to repoſe much aſſurance in a man,who ſtill had 
the blood of her father and mother in his hands, 
Notwithſtanding, great is the power of virtue, when 
it is erchaſcd in beauty. For this cruel Baſi/;sk, who 
had an eye ef blood and peyſon, no ſooner conſide- 
red the praiſe-worthy parts of this Princeſs, but that 
feeling himſelf dazeled with her aſpet, and his 
beart ſoftned with the innocency of this poor Or- 
phan, he inſtantly took compaſſion upon her, who 
never inclined to ic before, 
He began to behold her with a pleaſing counte- 
nance,to endear her, to wiſh and promiſe her much 


© ordivarily grow with great fortunes. 


loft, findeth in the bottom of its heart lights and 
ſweerneſles ſo great, that there iz not any comfort 
inthe world to be compared with them, 

C!:tilaa was already come to theſe terms, and if 
cor obedience ſhe had nor learned to leave God for 
Gd, ſhe had been ſoftned with rhoſe tears by ſuf. 
fering ber ſelf voluntarily to ſlide into a lazy for. 
row, But conſidering that whilcſt ſhe was in the 
houſe of this Uncle , an Arian Heretick , ſhe was 


5o bourd byGed to inſtruR with her example all thoſe 


who were to be ſpeQatours of her ations, ſhe ſet 
her hand courageouſly to the work, and ſhewed her 
{eli ſo able of j  venm b in her carriage, and fo re- 
ular in all her deportments, that her lite became a 
picture of virtife, which ſpake to ail the world, Al- 
thouph ſhe were derived from the blood of Kings, 
ſhe ſhewed to have no other nobility, but that which 
ſprirss from worthy.aRions, . As her face was free 
irom aduſterate beauty , fo her foul was exempt 
from thoſe affe&ted authorities and difdains which 
Fer aſpects 
were ſimple and dove-like, her . words diſcreet, her 
ations ſober, her geſturesmexafured, ber carriage 
honeſt, her acceſs affable, ber converſation full of 
ſweetneſs and profit, She was a virgin in minde and 
body, living in marvellous purity of affeftions and 

Qq 2 Amiries 


- 


—q 


UY 


308 


The HOLY COURT. 


amities,which ſhe fomented by the virtue of humi- 
lity, which che Ancients eſteemed to be as the wall 
of the garden of charity : God oftentimes ſuffering 
impurity of body to chaſtiſe the rebellion of the ſoul, 
She was ſo humble of heart,that ſhe accounted her 
ſelfas the meanelt ſervant of the houſe, not ſcornin 
at all to apply her ſeifro inferiour offices , which 
ſhe nocmbdeating performed with ſo much ma- 
jeſty,that even in ſpinning with a diſtaff ſhe ſcemed 
a Queen, 

She was marvellouſly wiſe in her counſcls , 
prompt and agil in execution, moderate in all good 
ſueceſſes,conſtant in bad,ever equal to her ſelf, She 
ſpake little, never ſlandered,.envied none, did good 
to all the world, not pretending her own intereſts, 
expeCting from God alone the character of her me- 
rit, and the recompence of her charities. $he had 
no worldly thing in her perſon, and as little regar- 
ded her attires.as the duit of the carth. She knew 


The 1 ady. 


tained either heart or thovght, but ſor her.He offe- 
Red what he never ſaw,wiih alove mixed with re- 
verence, fel: a more noble lame then he was won”, 
which ſcorched him with a generous paſtion.and ex- 
ciced him to require this Princeſs, as the type ot his 
felicities. The difficulties propoſed upon the effeRirg 
of this marriage, avgmented deſire in him; 1 or he 
was of a vigorous ſpirit , who meaſured all by the 
greatneſs of his own courage, and reſolved to break 


10 through obſtacles, to crown his purpoſes. He ad- 


dreſſed himſelf to his great favourite Amrelianrs, 
and having opened unto him the projet of this 
marri2pe, would needs inſtantly diſpatch him upon 
a ſolemn Embaſſage to confer with the maid, and 
creat with the King ber uncle, This man who un- 
deritood the ſuſpicions and apprehenſtons of Gom:- 
bart, made it appear unto him, that the conqueſt 
of the golden fleece,& the marriage of Cloti/aa we. e 
almolt one and the ſame thing . and that no acceſs 


almoſt but one ſtreet in the City where the dwelt - 20 could be had ro this maid X without firſt ſpeaking 


which was the ſame that led to the Church. <ports 
and feaſts were puniſhments to her ,and ſhe was ſel. 
dom found in the company of men, unleſs it were 


ſome beggers whoſe miſery ſhe afsilted, Her whole 


heart went towards God, her feet to the Church , 
her hands to alms,her eys to reading books of de- 
yotion, her arms to exerciſes and works of her ſex, 
all her body to ſacrifices and victims ot her foul. 
Obſcrve,you young maids,who read theſe pages, 


to this bull, who threw flames and fire through his 
throat, Clodovers conjureth him to uſeall poſſible 
induſtries to ſarisfiebis paſsion, aſſuring him he could 
not oblige him in any matter, whereof he would 
be more ſenſible, Arrelianns obeyeth, and taking a 
rirg from the Kings finger ,with certain other jJew- 
els co preſent the Lady ,haſtened towards Burgundy. 

1 cannot here conceal, that which Barons, the 
Father of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory was unwilling to 


of what wood God uſecth to frame Saints, and that 30 omir, ſeeing it 18 witneſſed by good Authours, and 


never any happeneth to produce rhe miracles which 
C /:ti/da 61d 1n'the converſion of a Kingdom, not 
acting wonders of virtue in the interiour of theſoul, 

The King her uncle was ſo raviſhed with theſe 
precious parts, that the exceſs of his admiration 
turned into a furious jealouſy , for bcholding this 
ſpiric more maſculine then he could have wiſhed : 
and fearing leaſt ſhe w_ be poſſeſſed by ſome 
other beſides himſelf, he had no purpoſe to marr 


her,but kept her ſo ſtraightly,that one would have 49 « 


faid to have ſeen him,he was the dragon in fables , 
that ever ſtood centinel near the goden «pple. 
Bur, oh filly humane prudence, which ſtill rowing 
againſt the car ret of the providence of God, find- 
elt as many precipices in paſsionzs thou openeſt 
ſnares forinnocency ! This man notwithſtanding 
all his endeavours, which went the contrary way , 
bred up in his houſe a maid, whom God had already 
deſtined to chaſtice his cruelty , and make, he un- 


hath nothing incredible therein, but onely with ſuch 
who think 1t 1s a note of wiſdom to ſeem very in- 
credulous, 

We know by what hath been ſpoken before, that 
Cletilda ſeldom appeared in publick, if it were 
not at Church, and caſt her eyes on very tew, buc 
the poor. God made uſc of this diſpoſition for her 
good: for Aarclienus having learned this Lady dai- 
y conyerſed willingly with needy perions, and 

\at it was neceſſary to ſeem of this quality to ſpeak 
unto her without ſuſpicion, took the habit of a beg- 
s-r,and as the ſervant of Abraham,fent by the firit 
Hather of Believers, treated the loves of 7/aac in 
requiring water of Rebccea, who was to be his fu. 
ture ſpouſe ; ſo this man managing the commiſsion 
of marriage, for the prime king of the fairhtul, reſol- 
ved to beg alms of C/eti/da, to tind means of acceſs 
to her , and for this cauſe he ſtood ar the gate of a 
Church among a great rabble ot beggers, expecting 


witting thereof, his Scepter tributary to a valorous $O till Maſs were done, that he might lee the Princeſs 
. busband, who was to marry Cleti/da, and joyn the 


Kingdom of virtues to the force of his arms, 


The ſecond SECT10ON, 
Clodoveus requzreth Clotilda 7m marrzape. 


Ef: Ledrvers King of France,a man born to make 
- it appear what valour may produce when, it is 
ſupported by piety, daily advanced his conqueſts a- 


come forth. She failed not to perform acts of cha- 
rity to all the poor according to her cuſtom, & per- 
ceiving this man who ſeemed of a generous aſpet 
in theſe miſerable raps, felt her heart ſeized with 
extraordinary piety, bch:olding one of fo good car- 
riage reduced to ſuch mifery,and without any fur- 
ther enquiryſhe gavehim a piece of gold. lurelianys 


ſceing this royal hand ſo charitably ſtretched out to - 


ſuccour a counterfeit want whether he were tranſ. 


mong the Gazls, yet in ſo many viRories remained ©® ported with joy, or whether he were -deſirous to 


a ſlave to Idolatry. God was willing to win him to 
himſelf by the ways of chaſt love, and by the means 
of a wife, which ſhould: ſanRtify his perſon and 
houſe, 

The fame of the beanty and virtues of Clotilda, 
which ſpread through neighbour Kingdoms with fo 
ſweet an odour, farled not to approach him at that 
time, when he was upon tearms to take a wife in 
lawfal marriage. Love, which many times ſurpri- 
zeth as well by the ear, as the eye,ſo enkindled bim 
at the report made by his Embaſſadours of the per- 
fe&tions of this divine maid, that heno longer re- 


m3zke himſelf obſerved by ſome a, he lifted up the 
ſleeves of the Princeſs, which accordir$ to the 
faſhion of robes then uſually worn, covered ail even 
to her hands,and having bared her right hand, kiſſed 
it with much reverence, Clri/da bluſhed heartily 
thereat yer paſſed on further not ſhewing any re- 
ſentment,nor blaming the begger as ſomeAuthours 
add. Well ſaith he in fecrer to anold Lady, who 
was her confident friend, Have you obſerved whar 


, this begger did ? The other replied : It was a very 


eaſie matter to note it, ſince this a had painted her 
forehead with a moſt lively ſcarlet : But yet (ſaid 


Cletilas 


Pact 2 


Part. 2. Tile HOLY COURT The Lady. 
Clitilda to her what think you of ic ? The Lady Me faid (Clorilda)) to gain my uncle? I do not 


30g 


anſwered ſmiling, what can I els chink, but that think he hath any purpole to marry me, The m- 
vour rare pzrfettions joyned to your liberalicy baſſadour anſwereth : 1f you give me your conſent, 
have tranſported him ? For my part I ſuppole wewill find opportunity to bear you from hence. 
( faid the Princeſs ) he hath ſome other delign, and Not fo (replied the prudent maid) it is a courſe 
ifyou think g00d we will cauſe him to comeco the I will never admit. Ah, why Madam ? faith Au- 
Palace to hes a!ms, and thereupon take occaſion to relianns : ſhould you doit, who would condemn 
be inſormed of his perſon, your diſcretion? 1s ita finin your Religion to fly 
Arrilianns failed not to entertain this comman- from theden of a furious wretch, to reſign up your 
dment , which was the ſcope of his deſire, and ac- 10 ſelf into the hands ofa King 2 We know how he 
cordino'y ro p*(s to the place aſsigned. him, where uſed your father and mother, and how he allo treat- 
Clotilda bcho'dirg him ſoundly chid him for his eth you at this time, 
boldneſs, inlifring up the ſleeve of her garment and Ar this word the Lady poured fourth ſome tears, 
kiſsing her hand, Re who was a moſt quaint Cour- and faid: Do by Embaſſadours all that pofibly you 
tier, tound out his evaſion, and faid : The cuſtom can, and aſſure the King your Maſter, that 1 hold 
of his Country permitced to kiſs the lips of Ladies my felf much honoured by the choice he hath mace 
at ſalutation : but the happineſs of his condition of me, and that he cannot be ſo ſoon for God, as 1 
having abaſed him ſo low he could notafpire ro the for him, atleaſt in heart and body, when the King 
face: Behold the cauſe why he contented himſelf my uncle ſhall give me leave. Upon theſe conditi- 
with the hand, it being a thing very reaſonable to 20 ons I take your Ring, which 1 very charily will 
kiſs a hand, which is the ſource of ſo many chari= Keep. All this paſſed yery happily in« a Court of 
ties, ſince the doors of Churches from whence we the Palace, where ſhe ordinarily ſpake to the poor , 
expe good, are kiſſed, C/ti/ds was much pleaſ»  interrogating them of their neceſſities, and none 
ed wich this reply, and well ſaw this man belyed his perceived there was any other buſineſs but the care 
h-Hit by his diſcourſe and garb. She therefore im- of the poor, her confident friend onely excepted , 
portant 4 torell who he was, and from whence ir who had a ſhire 1a the ſecrets of Clutilda, 
proceeded that he was reduced to ſuch mifery as to 
beg his bread. Madam { ſaith Anrelianrs) fince 
your Greaineſs preſſeth me thus far,you ſhall know 
| am born of a good place, and that iT, which hath ZO The Embaſiage to the Ring of Burgundy for 
brough: me to this ſtate, is nothing els but the the marriage if Clotilda, 
love ofa Lady, whom 1 court, not for my ſelf, but 
for one of the greateſt Princes under Heaven, The A Urelianns touched Heaven wi.h his finger , 
mid was very curious to know who this Prince was that he bad fo ſucceſſefully thrived in his com- 
as alſ> rhe Lady, ſought anto with ſo much pains. mifsion ; and forgot not parcel-meal to relate to 
Aurclianns ſeing it was now time to ſpeak to the the King his Maſter all the particulars of his voyage 
purpole, ſaid : The Lady isthree ſteps from me, entertaining him above all with a curious diſcourſe 
to: indeed it is your ſelf. At which ſhe began ro made upon the admirable beauty and ſingular pru- 
bluſh again,and to ſhew ſome diſturbance of mind : dence of Clotilda. Clodovers burnt with impatience, 
buc ( quoth he) Madam, trouble not your ſelf, 40 and would preſently bave taken the King of Bur- 
ſince] amina place where I with confidence may gwxdy by the beard ro make him let go his bold: bur 
ſpeak unto you, your Excellency ſhall know, I am wiſdom adviſech him, he muſt obſerve therein requi- 
ſent by Clod-werrs King of France, my Maſter,yho fite formalities, and that it was fir to ſend hisEmbaſ. 
15 the belt Prince, and the moſt valiant Monarch in fadours to Gombaxt to require of him his neece in 
th: whole Worid. The fame of your moſt precious marrixge, which he ſpeedily did, appointing there- 
and eminent qualities coming to his car,he defireth unto his faichful Aurdianzs, ro whom he allotted a 
to 24-77 you, and harh diſpatched me to give you flouriſhing company of Nobility ; which cauſed 
notice thereof, and require your conſent. 1 could fuch apprehenſions to ariſe in the mind of the Zx- 
haveentred intro the Court with fome ſolemn Em- gr1#4i29, that he ſlept not uponit cither night or 
baſſ-ge, bur rhe difficulries the King your uncle 5o day. From whence proceeded ir, ſaid he to himſelf 
enforcech upon you, made me ref{olye to take this that Cl/:dovens kno werh my neece, ſince I have hi. 
aityre, to ſpeak to you with the more freedom. You therto kept her ſo cloſe, that ſhe hath ſeen no- 
may well aſſure your ſelf, this marriage ſhall make thing, but the walls of the Church, and my 
you the prime Queen ofthe Weſt, and the moſt Palace? Is there ſome ell urdera rock ? would 
happy inthe world ; and to approve the authority he have my eſtate? This French man is too 
of my commiſſion, behold the ring of the King my harſh: I would neither have him for a.$Son in 
Maſter,which 1 preſent unto you. law nor a neighbour. Beſ:des, this maid, who hath 
There is not any woman ſo holy, who is not ca= ſeemed hitherto as a lamb in my houſe, being at my 
pab!le of much delight upon praiſes afforded her,and diſpoſe when ſhe behold her ſelf Queen of Fraxce 
who doth not willingly open her eyes ro greatneſs, 60 and have ſwords at her command , who can teil 
C1144 was not ſo inſen{ible, as not to be rouched whether ſhe will nor ſhew meher teeth, & revenge 
to the quick with ſuch an Embaſſage, howſoever on me the bloud of her father and mother ? I muſt 
ſhe ſhewed in this ſurpriſal, ſhe had within her a rather keep her immured within ten iron gares , 
heart very faithful ro God :for moſt freely refuſing - that ſhe may not eſcape my power, Behold a great 
f the ring, and interrupting the Embaſſadour : Speak -- act of State, which I mutt curninyly play. 
n9 more Sir ( ſaith ihe ) I know your Prince 1s a This man environed with ſuch thoughts recie- 


The third SECT10N. 


P:gan, and I a Chriſtian : God forbid that ever ved the Embaſſedour of Fraxce very (lightly, and 
marry an Infidel,were he theMonarch of the world, having promiſed with all ſpeed to givethem antiver, 
Madam, 'refheth the Gentleman, frame tro your he was wary enough not to diſcover ll thethoughts 
{elf no difficulties upon the difference of Religions, he had thereupon : but taking the moſt plealing 
my Prince is not ſo tyed to his Set, as not to for- 7© pretext, anſwered, that he honoured the King C/o- 
fake it for your love, But what means will thers dov4ns, as one of rhe moſt valiant Princes of that 
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Age,and ſhould ever :cconnt the ſervice done aim, 
as one of the greateſt favours he could receive from 
Heaven ; but as for this alliance which he ſought, it 
was a matter he could not think on, Firſt, becauſe 
his Niece h:d never rated her ambition fo high as 
to pretend marriage with ſo great a King , having 
nothing in her perton fo eminent 25 might deſerve 
ſuch a lusband : and alttough there were ſome e- 
qualiry 6n this ſide, yet was ihere on the other part 


The Lady. 


ſpeech,and declared to the King, That the repoſe of 
his Kingdom,at which he aimed in all his diſcourſe, 
conſiſted in this alliance ; "That marriages had in all 
times been rather the knots of peace, then incen- 
tives of war ; that the comfort which might grow 
from ſuch an action,would deſtroy all the acerbities 
& diviſions of fatious ſpirits: that the greateit trou- 
bles of Kingdoms had been often pacified by good 
all:ances, that the Frexch were become fo powerful, 


ar, eſential impediment,which was diverſiry of Re- xo it was not fir to deny them any thing : that the re- 


ligions, it beirg a thing unhearc. of for a Chriſtian 


maid to marry aPagan,nor could he permit it with- 
out betrayivs the {al vation of his Niece, and c:\gra- 
cing himſelf through the whole world. Aurelianns, 
who well knew where it itched wich him, rephied in 
fery words, That for the qualities of his Nicce he 
ſhould not rrouble himfelt,chat the woman beit be- 
loved, was ever belt conditioned: that it was ſuffici- 
ent ſhe pleaſed the King his Majeſty, who was not 


queſt of Clodovers was lo fair ,it could not be reje- 
Qed withour a notable aR of incivility : That there 
was not any beait more cruel in the world, then love 
changed into hatred, and that it was to be feared, 
leaſt entreatics of a lover might end in the fury of a 
Corquerour : That the offer he made to become a 
Chri!t;an,would for ever be glorious to theirNati- 
on, for furthering ſuch a piety : 1hat Cli/da had 
naturally affetion for her Country , and wit e- 


ignorant of her perfe&;ons , and tor the matter of 20 nough to gain her husband, and wholly tranſport 


Religion, which was tle moit conticerable, he ho- 
ped the King would put on a reſolution to becorte 
a Chriſtian The Burgrndian replicd, this affair was 
of ſich importance, thar he would not confide in 
fucccNes upon hopes, which are always uncertain, 
but that he mult ſee an expreſs promiſe from the 
King of Frazce ; ard thereupon diſmaſſerh the Ame 
baſſacour, thinking he had tufficently hindred the 
buſines.But the brave Arrelianrs ſpecuily cifpatch- 


lym to the love of her Nation : That the people 
vere tired with ſo many wars, which would infall;- 
bly grow much more bloody then ever, if they 
flighted the faithful love of fo great a Monarch, 
This man conneRted ſo many reaſons one upon 
arother, that he prevailed, and almoſt all came to 
this corcluſion,that they mult with all ſpeed ſend the 
Princeſs to the King of France , who required her, 
The miſerable Gombast finding himſelf ruined on 


ed a ( nrrier to Clodowerrs, ro ſhew unto him where 30 all ſides, faid he would uſe no obſtacle; bur did think 


the obſtacle lay ,,and to get a promiſe from him to 
become a Chriſhan, 

The King, who was ſo tranſported with affeQi- 
on, that he was on terms to retuſe nothing, baſtily 
gave the promiſe required of him ; which being at- 
rerward preſented toGrmbant by the A mbaſſadour, 
i£ made him ſweat apace;not knowivg further what 
invention to make uſe of to avoid this fatal blow ; 
1twithilanding he anſwered, that this marriage 


- 


it fit to obſerve the deportments of his Niece , for 
ſhe had vowed her ſeliro God, and to enter into 
Religion. The A mbaſſadour underitandirg this laſt 
evaſion, extremely langhed ſron the bottom of his 
heart,and ſaid, if the Princeſs were that way diſpo. 
ſed, the Kirg his Maſter would not be fo earrcil in 
her purſuir,as to cauſe her to break her vow. Bur 
that.it was fit ſhe ſhould be heard, which was done , 
and ſhe being asked thereof, anſwered, that her de- 


was of fo great conſequence , thar it cou!d not be 40 votion had never hitherto tranſported her ſo far,as 


deciced, but in an Aſſembly of his States, thinking 
by this trick be might diffolve the defign of Clode- 
#5, or draw the affairs out at lensch with ſuch de 
JYys, that he ſhonld trouble all the world, But ihis 
was 1: which transfhxed him ; fo far humane pru- 
dence 1s cunning to ruyre it ſelf by its proper inven- 
t10ns. For the moſt ative French Nobility fojourn- 
ing in Bargundy in the expectation of the States, 
lowed inthe ſpirits of the Magiſtrates ad people, 
the great goed would enſne to iheir Nation by this 
«[l1ance,when they ſhon!d come to be all united ro- 
gether, as brothers : but it they once refuſed the re- 
queſt of a great Prince, fo repleniſhed with honour 
ard courteſte, they mult neceflarily proceed to arms 
winch could not but, be faral to thor Kingdom. The 
Burg adi, hungry alter repoſe, very well taſted 
theſe reaſons ; and hz prudent Cloi/da ſpared not 
Glently to ſirike her ſtroak, inſenſibly gaining the 
chief of the Council to follow her inclinations, Ar. 
retianus who had a very ſharp and ciear-{ighted ſpi- 
rit, much preſſed theStates, ror couldGombarnt make 
{o niany knots, but that he {11] diſſolved them. 
inthe end he muſt come to rhe point, The States 
aſtembled.ard the King came rhither with a iudied 
ſpc.ch, wherein he had heaped together with very 
great ſubtilty all the reaſons which made Im ap- 
pretend this alſiance with the French: bur (0d, who 
makerh great alterarions in Kingdoms, as billows in 
the Sea, ſo diſpoſed the hearts of the Burgnnatians, 
that all allegations oppoſed againſt the de(ign ofthis 
marriage, ſeemed but dreams and Chimzxra's. One 
of the greateſt States.men riſing up, made a long 


to make any vow of virginity : and although ſhe 
were infinitely pleaſed with the ſweet retirement 
ſhe enioyed in theCourt of her Uncle,notwithſtan- 
ding if it were his good pleaſure to marry her to 
the Kins of Fraxce , on this condition that he be- 
came a C briſtian, ſhe would not be ſo indiſcreet as 
to hinder it. Upon this anſwer of the Princeſs, the 
Deputics of both Nations there preſent gave a loud 
applauſe,and cried out the marriage was conculded. 


50 The King himſclidifſembling , his paſſion forced a 


ſmile, and well ſaw it was high time to forgo what 
he could hold ng longer. Hediſpoſed of her train 
very poorly,asa man naturally covetous, ſaying, His 
Nicce was t00 fair for him to give her ſo many rich 
attires : That the Roſe was ſufficiently beautified 
with its leaves,and the Sun with his rays, and thar 
all humane Arts arrived not to the ,perie&ions of 
Nature. Anrelianns did not with much carneſineſs 
infiſt hereupon; ſo much he feared, leaſt the diſpoſ:- 


60 tion of this man might change, and he yivent ſome 


new tricks to hinder their departure. But he refol- 
ved inſtantly to carry this Princeſs away. The Uncle 
ſecing her upon her journey, began much to flatter 
her which he had never done betore, ſaying : 

Go too Niece, I well perceive,that notwithftand- 
irg your devorions,you are of the humour of other 
wemen,and affe& glory. You are weary to abide 
with an Uncle, you will have a husbana, aud needs 
ruſt he be a King. Proceed, 1 ſha!l not be __ it, 
letevery one ſettle their affeRions where they may 
expeR their felicity. Good daughter, you fce how 
much I endeayour to content you, ard row it being 
in 
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in my power to hinder this marriage , which I 
theught to be little adyantagious to my Realm, yet 
have been willing to cauſe 1t to be confirmed ina 
general aſſembly of my States , to render your de- 
fires the more aſſured; This affe&tion, which I at this 
preſent witneſs, wx anarn declareth, 'that I for a 
long ſpace have entercained moſt ſincere and _ 
affections for the good of your houſe. For rhatwhic 

paſſed concerning your father and mother,troubled 


The Lady. 


a husband, calling him her Lord and King, and pro- 
reſting ſhe encred into his Palace to live there as his 
molt humble hand-maid, The Court ſtood wholly 
rapt with admiration to behold the worchyqualities 
of this Princeſs, and took part in the con.en:ment of 
their King. The people ran by heaps on all ſides ro 
ſee her , and ſo many poor Catbolicks as were then 


' 18 France, looked on her as the dawning of the dzy, 


which came tocharm their cares, wipe away ther 


no man ſo much as my ſelf, God is my record there. 10 tears, brezk their fetters,and gild the times with the 


of. But,dear daughter, there was a neceſſity in it. I 
muſt obey the advice of my Council , ſuch are the 
priviledges of Empires : I could not otherwiſe ſave 
the repoſe of my people, and ſecure the lives of my 
ſubjects. Whenſoever I ſhall fall into the likerrime, 
I wiſhto be uſed in the ſame manner, Behold the 
truecauſe, moſt dear daughter, if there yer remain 
in you any reſentment concerning this death, I ſup- 
poſe you are wiſe enough to do that herein which 
the law of God ordaineth,which is to forget what is 
paſt, and not to be ungrateful for the preſent, 
If 1 have hitherto detained you in my Palace 
very retiredly, it hath been to pleaſe your humour, 
which 1 ſaw had ſincere inclinations to devotion , 
and to breed you as achilde of honour, which is the 
portion you are to carry preſently with you to 
your husband. My well-beloved daughter,endea. 
your to love your Country, and to hold good cor- 
reſpondence with us. You ſubmitted to my humours 


whileit you lived with me , you now muſt under. 30 


go thoſe of a husband, and in complying with them 
ſhall be moſt potent, Forget not the tear of God, 
which ever hath been a faithful companion to you 
from your moſt tender years, and ler us often hear 
good news from you, 

In ſaying this he kiſſed her, and the virgin moſt 
humbly thanking him for ſo many remonſtrances of 
affection, with promiſe to honour him all the days 
of her lite, began to weep; which a Burgnnadian 
Gentleman perceiving, who wes of her train, ſaid, 
that ſo long as he lived he would never confide in 
the tears of woman : for were there a creature in 
the world which might make bone-fires of joy in 
her heart,it was his Miſtreſs, who on this day was de- 
livered from the Lion's throat, to become the wite 
of a great King, and Queen ofa vaſt Empire. 


The fourth SECTION. 


The arrival of Clotilda znts France, and the 
life which ſhe led in the time of her IWedlock. 


N Ever Ship laden with Gold ſo gladly arrived , 


at the Haven afte: ſo many tedious tempeſts, 
and a thouſand diſaſters among Pirates at Sea, as 
Cletilda ſeemed content to behold her ſelf to 'tread 
on the ground, where ſhe was to command after ſo 
long a tervitude ſuffered in a Palace , which had all 
her life-time, as it were, ſerved her for a priſon, 
Cledovers expeted her at Seiſſons with fo great 
impatience of love , that he would have willingly 


haſtned che courſe of the Sun, to meaſure it by his ”® 


affections. When he ſaw this moſt beauritul Princeſs, 
he found ſhe ſurpaſſed all the Idza's he conceived of 
her,and that her preſence far prevailed above her 
fame. He then embraced her moſt lovingly , -nor 
could be (atisfied with beholding her. For God,who 
was pleaſed to make uſe of this maid for the conver- 
ſion of a great King, had(as ic is ſaid) varniſhed over 
the Table of this mortal beauty,and imprinted with 
his finger, I do not know what Kinde of graces and 
attractives, which Clodevers never had felt before. 
She as an bumble Abigail caft her ſelf at the” feet of 


luftre of her Majeſty. There was nothing to be ſeen 
every where, bur jouſts, tournaments, ſports, feaſts, 
largeſles to crown the ſolemnity of thele great Nu- 
ptials, Notwithſtanding the good _ ſuffered 
not her ſelf to be radiated with the current of 
her proſperities, but that in the midſt of pomps ſhe 
held her eys firmly fixed upon the many bent ſhe 
had received from God, and ſought ont.in mind the 
ways ſhe ſhould take to teſtifie ber gratitude , and 


20 pour her ſelf as incenſe upon coals rowards the di- 


vine Majeſty, She had one thorn in her beart,which 
then entred very far therein. It was; that ſhe ſaw 
the King ſpake not at all of the promiſe he had made 
to become a Chriſtian, and that ſhe having arttemp- 
ted to put him on this diſcourſe, he ſubclely declined 
it. She knew not in what manner to-ſpeak to him of 
it,nor where ſhe might take entranceinto his hearc, 
In the end ſhe reſolved to ſay unto him ; $1, 1 (ce your Mas 
jeſtie exerciſeth at this time your libcralities towa-d; all the 
world,and I would gladly partake therran,and receive a f vour, 
The King thinking ſhe would beg a gi'r :or a Favourite, 
or ſome other : Ask (faith he) confidently ; fr you muſt not 
be denied, Thereupon ſhe replied: 1f your Matrjti® bear /q 
ſincere au aff. tion to me, as you make ſhew, 1 moſt pumb'y in- 
treat, that on the ficſt night of my nupiials, 1 enter not ins the 
bed of a Pagan 
Clodov ers anſwered : M1dam, I un1'+ſt 2d whet you would 
ſay, 1! ſhall be dont, but :t u nayet tim ; («ffer the frait c4- 
ſurably to ripen, and then either you ſhall gatlei. i:, or at will 
fall w/ ſelf. Alas, wonld you row ſprak to me of Bapti mm, and 
all your ceremont:'s ? Tour attrattive ai: ns: ſo ſaint, asta 
permit me toentertarn any other tho: g''ts, then of you : all my 


40 devo'ton ſhould be but of love, and my p.ety ſhowld have nothing 


but ſhews; but (his is not it, you deſire of me, Give me time 
to look about me, an I will adviſe on the means, which I will 
uſe for the accompliſhment of my Promiſe. As for the r:t, you 
ought not to have any ſcruple to lye with a Pagan husba d ; for 

out law ſaith, as I undei ſtand, that the unbelicving husb nd 
u [anflifed by « believing wile, 

The Queen doubted whether that ſhe ſhould en- 
treat him to defer the Nuprials at the leait tor fome 
time , and deny him all conjugal company till the 
accompliſhment of his promiſe ; bur ſhe conſidered 
that her conſcience was not intereſſcd therein, and 


o the law of God commanded her not to ſeparate her 


ſelf from her Pagan husband : that if ſhe uſed fo 
much cunning, it would cauſe of two things, one ; 
which were either to exaſperate,and pur h:m off for 
ever from Chriſtianity, or make him io underrake 
a diſſembled piery,which would ſtill be ſaid ro have 
been beſieged with importunities and allurements, 
and conſequently, would never be conſtant. She 
reſolved to render him all the duties, of marriage, 
and to gain him rather by the example ofa good 
life, and her humble prayers preſented on Altars, 


' then by any other way. 


Clodovews very well liked her humour in this 
proceeding, and well ſaw ſhe was wiſe, which gave 
him occaſion to honour her mach the more, He was 
about the age ofthirry years, when he married Clo 
tilda, and as a Pagan bred up in the liberty of Arms, 
he had not ſpared to uſe many love-dalliances , but 
the affeQion ſhe bare to this good Queen” was 10 
great, that it razed out of his heart all other love, 


70as the ray of the Sun ſcattererch the ſhadows and 
phanraſms of the night. The holy Lady pony 
| the 
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the ſpirit ot her husband already moved in hers, and 
that there was noneed of power, 'but example, ſo 
compoſed ker manners in her marriage , that ſhe 
made her ſelf a perfe& model of perfeRtions, requi- 
fite for this eſtate. 

Royal Crowns loſe their luſtre on heads without 
brains, and brows without Majelty. But this Lady 
made it preſently appear , that although her birth 
had not made her worthy of a Crown, nor her 

ood fortune had afforded it, her merit alone had 

een of power to make her wear the beſt Diadem 
in the world. She praQtiſed in the Court of a Pagan 
King,a ſtrong and vigorousdeyotion, which was not 
puffed up with outward ſhews and vapours, bur 
wholly repleniſhed with wiſdom. For ſhe had a fear 
of God fo chaſt, that ſhe apprebended the leaſt ſha- 
dows of fin, as death ;, a love ſo tender, that her 
heart was as a flaming Lamp, which perpetually 
burned before the SanRuary of the living God. Her 
faith had a boſom as large, as that of Eternity , her 
hope was a bow in Heaven, all furniſhed with Eme. 
ralds, which never loſt its force, and her piety an e- 
ternal ſource of bleſſings. 

She had made a little gms as 7«dith in the 
Royal Palace, where ſhe attended as much as time 
would permit to prayers and mortifications of fleſh, 
abiding therein as in a fortunate Iſland, which made 
the ſweetneſs of her immortal perfumes to mount 
up to Heaven. Yet did ſhe manage all her ations 


The I ady. 


happen in the world : ſometime ſhe withheld very 
ſoberly, and with prudent modeſty his ſpirit, which 
took too much liberty , ſometime ſhe repeated un- 
to him certain precepts of wildom, and pradtices .of 
the lives of Saints, and worthy perſonages, that he 
might love our Religion, ſometime ſhe pleaſed him 
with an eloquent tongue, and an entertainment fo 
delicate, that notbing might be ſaid more accomp- 
liſhed. She was magriticent and liberal towards her 


10 houſhold ſervants, moſt exactly raking notice of the 


faithful ſervices they yielded to her husbard, and 
kept her houſe fo well united within the bands of 
concord and charity, that it ſeemed, 2s it were, a 
little Temple of peace, Slander, urcleanneſs, id[c- 
neſs, impudence, were from them eternally baniſk- 
ed, Virtues, induſtries, and arts, fourd there a 
manſion, and the miſeries of the world a ſafe San- 
Ctuary. For ſhe embraced all v4 affairs of the 
Realm, and governed them with ſo much <quality 


20 of ſpirit, that ſhe reſembled Angels, who move the 


Heavens, not uſing in themſelves the lea(r agitati- 
on. May we not very well ſay, this Divine woman 
was ſeleted out by God, to ſet a golden face on an 
entire Monarchy, by the rays of her piery ? 


The faftth SECTION. 


The prudence which the Oucen uſedin the con- 
verſ.on of her hurband. 


with ſingular diſcretion,that ſhe might not ſeem too 30 Li He holy Queen brought forth a Kirg , and a 


auſtere in the eys of her Court, for fear weak ſouls 
might be diverted from Chriſtianity, by obſerving 
in Fre carriage perfecions tranſcendent above ordi- 
nary capacities. But all that which moſt paſſed in a 
common life, was done by her and her maids with 
much purity, fervour, majeſty, and conſtancy. It 
was an angelical ſpeRacle to ſee her preſent ar Maſs, 
and ifpole her ſelfro reccive the bleſſed Sacrament, 
which ſhe very often frequented,to draw grace and 
ftrengeh from its ſource. 
Meſſengers deſcended from Heaven, as well to diſ- 
Carne bay conſcience , as to hold her Religion in 
much eſtimation amons Pagans; The zeal of the hou- 
ſes of God, which are Churches, enflamed her with 
fo much fervour,that ſhe had no delights more pre- 
tious, then either to cauſe new to be raiſed,or to a. 
dorn thoſe which had been ereted, fo far as to 
make them receive radiance from the works of her 
royal hands. Her charity towards the poor was a ſea 


great Monarch to Jeſus Chrift, bearing perpe- 
tally his Court and the whole Kingdom in the er- 
trails of her charity. $he had her Centinels day ard 
night before the Altars, who ceaſed not to implore 
the aſſiſtance of Heaven tor the ſalvation ot ber 
husband, and ſhe her ſelf often in deep Hlence of 
darkneſs, cauſed her weeping eye to ſpeak 10 God, 
& addreſſed many vows to all the elect for the con- 
verſion of this unbelieving ſoul. She very well con- 


the honoured Prieſts as 40 fidered, that that which oftentimes flackneth theſe 


wavering ſpiritsin their endeayour to find the way 
of eterral life,is certain intereſts of fleſh and blood, 
certain impediments of temporal affairs, ſome ir.or- 
dinate paſlion, which tortureth and tyrannize:h 0- 
ver the mind, Behold the cauſe why ſhe cook great 
care to {weeten the diſpoſitions of her husband, 
calm his paſſions, and through a certain moral 
goodneſs facilitate unto him the way of the myſte- 
ries of our faith, This being done, ſhe took her op- 


which never dried up,and her heart fo large, thar all $0 portunity with the more effe&, and found the King 


the hearts of the miſerable breathed in hers. She 
compoſed and decked her ſelf daily hefore the eys of 
God, putting on all virtues, asit were, by nature, 
and rich attire of Ladies, for neceſſity. But the King 
her husband ſhe honoured, as if ſhe had ſeen the $a- 
viour of the world walking upon the earth : and 
not ſtaying alone on the body, ſhe penetrated even 
to the center of this infidel ſoul , which ſhe beheld 
with eys of unſpeakable compaſſion. She molt par- 
ticularly endeavoured to obſerve all his humours, 
and follow the motions of his heart, as certain ow. 
ers wait on the Sun. All that which Clodovers affe- 
Red, took preſently an honourable place in the ſoul 
of Clttilda, ifhe delighted in Arms, in Dogs, in 
Horſes, ſhe for his ſake praiſed Arms, Dogs, and 


Horſes, regarding even the objects of the honeſt ' 


pleaſures of her husband, as her belt entertainn ents. 
Her converſation was full of charms and attraQtives, 
which ever carried profit along with them : Some- 
rimes ſhe ſweetned the warlike humours of her huſ- 
band with harmony of reaſon, ſometimes ſhe com- 
forted him upon occaſion of troubles, which might 


daily diſpoſed better &better tor theſe impreſſions. 

He already had the arrow very deep in his heart, 
and began to ask queſtions, propoling conditions, 
which ſhewed he wonld one day render himſelf. He 
ſaid to Clotilda: Madam, I ſhould not be [6 fir altenatid 
from your R-ligion, were it not that 1 ſaw therein matters wi ry 
ſtrange, which you wiuld have mt belicte by proven and autho- 
rity, net giumng any 0: her reaſon thereof. You would have me 
believe, tbat three ave but one ## your Triniiy that I adve a 
Ciucified many and that 1 cruct fie my ſelf in an enforced and 


6© cer emontous life, wherein I was atuer brid. My deaveſt, bad 


I your good incling/ ions, all would be e-fie tome ©: but you know, 
that all my lifetime 1 hne been trayned up in a:ms. If 1 
ſnould to morrow veceine your Baptiſm, which blittcth out all 
fins(acrm ding to your maxims;) 1 wire n6 (voner waſicd, but 1 
ſhould fear lo plunge m) ſelf againioan ta finity of occaſiias, 
which might diiy preſent th: m/eluves to my underſtanding, 
Then wwild you threaten me With the pudgment-day, and Heol', 
with terrours able to overvvelm my mind. C:a dir mheaber 
it wonld nt be more tothe purpoſe, to let me perſevere ia my 
Sc, therein performing all the grod I may ; Can you t1:tak, 
that fur all this I ſhosld be excluded fromibe mcicy of Gid, 
1:1 wil! ſave all ma ? 

The wiſe Clori1da replied thereunto 3 Sir, I beſeech your 
Majeſte not 10 flatter your ſelf with 1) ts ſpecton's 1atle of me: cy, 


for there wiil be nine 14 the other world for thoſe, who have per- 


formed 
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formed it tn t'is without profit, Now is toe time, that Gol 
ſpareth aot to ſtretch out his a-1a8 ſor your vb:diente 3 if you 
deſviſe bin, you wi/l l.oſe him wi'hwt recovery. One can 
never dn ty muc 1 for eternal iſe; and whatſoever we | offer » 
Pareliſe miy [tillve purchaſed at 4 good penny worth. Alas, 
Sir, why do you find, ſo mary difficulties 44 our Kel:gion ? 
T'rink you thit God doth wrong in deſi: ing to make yot velieve 
thinss wh.c: yau canot concerve by humane reaſon ? It 15 be, 
who bath made the (ſoul of man, and who accommodaieth all 
the wheels thereof, aor ts there aniy one of them which mouetn 


nvt at bis pleaſure. What murvel 15 ft,if man «ffer the homage of 


The States-minn, 


Clitilaa well ſw this :pprebenſion was one of the 
maineſt obſtacles of his lalyation, and ſhe already 
had given good remedy thereunto, prattifing the 
diſpolitious 0. all the greateſt of the Court, Behold 
the cauſe why ſhe moit ftoutly replied thereunto : 

Sir, u is ty apyrebend ſautaſies, to form to your (elf ſuch 
imaginations ? You area Prince 100 abſulutc, aud too well be- 
loved to fear theſe commotions, but rather much othei wiſe, ! 
aſſure you upon mine hua:- ur, your peoj'le are already much di- 
ſpoſed to receive our Rel 'gion; and jour Nobiltty, wb bith 


bis under i'd ing to God ? If w ukneſs ſubmit '0 ſtrength,litile- I © /«ſſictently unde: [lood the vanity 0 Idols, exp*tteh nenugiit elſe 


neſs to g-cataeſs,ihe finite 30 the i1fiatiegbat which 1s nothtig, 
tobimmwho is an abyſs of eſſence, gvodueſs, wiſdom, and ltght ? 

If ym make a promiſe to aay of your jervants, al:hiugy it 
be unreaſonable, an1 almoſt ancredible, yet would you bave 
bim to b.l.eve it without reply,and that he take no other ground 
for this belief, but the greatn (5 and infallible word of your 
Majeſly. One man exatteth faith of another, though both of 
them are hut earth and diſt : and you thiah the Soveraign Cre- 
atour of Heaven and Earth is unjuſt, to make 18 believe that, 
which our bruiti(Þ ſenſes caunot comprehend : u thu the ſub- 
miſſion and ob:dicnce we ow Eternal Truth? Wy ſhould not 1 


but your example to«mbrace Chriſtianity: Nay, if necd were 
ty pen:traterock', aud cut though mountains to grin ſure; 
for ſuch an enterprige, your traw?(!s would therein be very well 
employed, nor 1s it fit you fear tolooſe tartir ih prychaſe Hea- 
ven. But all the facility is ra your hands, the grape, which you 
ſaid was nor yet ripe almoſt five years ſince, u now ma: ure aud 
it i neceſſary yin gather it. 


Theſe words oftentimes preſented upon occaſ.- 
ons, had quickly a marvellous power over the mind 
of Clodovers, and the iron began in good earneſt to 


believe, that three are but oae, th it Is ro ſay, three perſons, one 20 war ſoft in the fre. For he honoured Churches and 


onely G14, ſince 1daily finde my memory, underſtanding, and 
will, make but one foul? Wherefore ſhould we ſcorato adore 
a Crucified man ? The Croſs is ſo far from weakning my be« 
lief, that thre is not any thing which more confirmtth it, Foy 
if the Saviour of the wo 14 had come, as your Majeſty, to the 
conqueſt of the #1iver(e with Lrgeons, Horſes, Treaſures, aud 
Arms,he ſhould 74 my opinion retain that eſteem, which great 
Capt aias hild : but wh:n 1 corfider that by the puniſhment of 
the Croſs, be hath reduced the whole world under his laws, and 
planted the inſtrument of bis rxcefſeve dolours even on the top 
of Capitols, and the heads of Monarchs, 1 affirm, that all u 
of God'ia ſuch an affair, {ince there is nothing in it of man. 
Alas, Sir,if you bave a faithful ſervant, who would ſuffer 
himſelf ts be tormented and crucified, to make you maſter of a 
rebelltans Fort, would you not find more glory in his loyalty, 
then renominy in his torments ? Andihink you if the Eternal 
wiſdem having taken a b:umant body, and voluntarily expoſed 
it toextrcam rig1ur to waſh our offences in his blood, and ſub- 
due the pride and curioſities of Earth to the power of Heaven, 
it hath done wught therezn reprehenfible * Have we not much 
more cauſe to adore the infinite plenty of his charities, then tt 
diſoute upon honours, which oncly conſilt in the opinion of the 
world ? I beſeech yuur Majeſtie, figure not to your ſelf our 

eligion, as an i1k[ume and auſtere Law : when you have ſub- 


theſe difficulties wbich you a'prebend, will no more burthen 
you, then feathers do Birds. And although it ſhould happ:n you 
aſtey Baptiſm fall mnto ſome ſin, which Gud by his grace will 
divert,th» blood of Jeſus Chritt a fountain, which per petus 
ally diſtilleth in the Sacraments of the Church te waſh away 
all our mniquitics. Sir, 1 fear lea/t youtoo long defer to reſign 
your ſelf to the many advertiſements wh'ch you have received 
from Heaven : if you weigh the favours that God hath done to 
your Majeſty, hrving ſet a Crown on your bead at the age of 
fiſt -er years, baving preſerved you againſt ſo many fattions, 
defrnded you from jo many perils, adorned y.u with ſo much 
gory, honoured you with /v many proſperous ſucceſſes, you ſhall 
find, be hath reaſon torequire at this time from you, what he 
d.mandet' of you by m; mou'h. what kacw you, 1 huher he 
bawve eboſen out your perſon to make you a patiern to all other 
K/ngs, aud conſti:ute you ſuch in Erance, as Conſtantine bath 
been in the R-1mnan Empive, which will render you glorious tn 
the memmry of men, and bappy in Heaven to all eternity ? Ve- 
rily, Str, if you yield ant your ſelf up to my werds, you ought 
to [ubmitt to th: blozd of ſo, many worthy Marty's, who bave 
already prof. ſed tha faith in your Kingdom : you ought to ſub- 
mit to (1 many great Confeſſun's, as knowing as O acles, of as 
£0od life as Angels, wio denounce truth unto you. You ought 
to (ubmit to miracles, that are eve'y day viſioly done at the Se- 
pulcher of great $. Martin, whic!) fs an incomparable treaſuie 
in your Kingdom. 

Swee'-beart (anſwereth the King) ſay no more, you ae 00 
learned for me, and I fear leaſt you ſhould perſwade me to that, 
whit" Ivave nodefpre to believe; and although you had con- 
winced my ſoul to diſpoſe it to1b/s belief, think you it wild be 
lawful for me ſo ſoon to make profeſſion of your faith > You.ſee 
I am King of an sapnite people, and have ever at my command 
a great Nobi/tiy, whoackuwledge no other Gods but thoſe of 
the Count'y. Do you bel:erve that all ſpirits are ſoeaſy to b2 
eurbed, and thet wizta I (hill go about to take a flrange God, 
will it not make them murmur, and perhaps fo-ge 
er1b-oil ſomething in my Kingdom ? For Religion and the State 
<re Ewo pieces, witch mutually touch one another wery near ; 
one cannot almoſt flir the oze without the other : the ſurcſt way 


* not to fall uyon it, and to let the world paſs aluwg as our pre- 
deceſſeurs found #t, 


uſed Eccleſiaſticks with a quite other reſpect then he 
accuſtomed, whereot he gave a moſt evident teſti- 
mony in the buſineſs which paſſed with $. Remigimne. 

The Hiſtory faith, the ſouldiers of Clodovens tor- 
raging the Country in their liberty of arms, had 
pillaged in the Church of Rhemes a goodly and 
large veſſel of ſilver to pour water into; at which 
the good Biſhop being lomewhart troubled, for the 
reverence he bare to all that which appertained co 


30 his Miniſtery, he ſent his commiſſaries to the King 


ro make complaint thereof, which was not loſt, For 
Clodovers commanded them to come to Feiſſon, 
where diviſion ſhould be made of the booty had 
been taken from all parts, which was done, and they 
coming to unfardle all theſe pilfries, rhe King, being 
there preſent in perſon, found the veſſel, which he 
preſently commanded to be reſtored to theCommif- 
{aries of the Church : bvt a ſouldier becomirg obſti- 
nate thereupon, and much diſpleaſed that fo goodly 


miited to the yook, Ged will aff.rd ;0u ſo much grace, that all 40A piece ſhould eſcape his hand, gave a blow with a 


halbard upon it to cleave it aſunder,which Clodowe- 
for that time diſſembled, fearing to proceed to a 
reaſonable chaſtiſement with any paſſion: bur alter- 
ward ſceing this fellow much out of order, Huw ? 
faith he, zs there none bat you that grow mutinons and 
yet are the worſt armed of all the troups ? And ſaying 
fo, he took the halbard out of his hand,and threw ic 
tothe ground. the other {looping to rake 1t up 2gain, 
felt a turious blow from the hand of the King, which 


5© bereaved him of life,in puniſhment of his remerity. 


The Queen underſtanding this news, held it a 
good preſage of his converiion, and that which 
much more confirmed her in this hope was , that 
being delivered of a goodly fon, ſhe obtained love 
ofthe King it might be Chriſtened, which ſhe ſpee- 
dily did : butthe infant ſtayed not long after his 
Baptiſm, to forſake an earthly Crown, to take in 
Heaven a Diadem of eternal glory. 

Yet Clidswens found ſome flakneſs in his good 


60 purpoſes, and chid the Queen, as being too vehe- 


ment to diſpoſe all the world roher own Religion, 
ſaying, this Baptiſm might very well have procured 
hurt to the health of the child , but ſhe replyed,that 
life and death were in the hands of God; that this 
child was not ſo much to be lamented for having is 
ſuddenly changed fromthe life of a fiy, w tha: of 
Angel:, but that the Saviour of the world, who hol. 
derh in his hand the keys of fruicfulneſs could bleſs 
their royal. bed with a fairiflue, when he though 


precexts-20. 70. $90d z...and that we ſhould not be amazed ac ihe 


dearth of ſo frail a creature, nor attribute the cauſe 
thereof to Baptiſm, which operateth nothing but 
good, She knew ſo well bow to excuſe her aR, thar 

R r being 


\ 
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being the ſecond time delivered of a male child. Bap- 
tiſm was as well conferred on this as the former, af- 
ter which it deceaſed , whereat the King offended 
more then ever, blamed her very ſharply , ſaying, 
that he from this time forward well ſaw theſe waters 
of Baptiſm were fatal :o the death of his children, 
and that ſhe ſhou!d rake heed how ar any time to 
open her mouth to obtain of him ſuch like liberty, 

She endowed with 2 conitant heart, and havin 
taken very deep roots in faith, made an anſwer wor- 
thy of her piety, ſzying £0 her husband : Ah, how 
Sir ? What i God had thought me unworthy ever a- 
£-iz to have any iſsne by my chila-beas, were it not rea- 
[i112 T adore bis boly Providence, and ki[s the rods of his 
qr:ſtice? Thymbly brſeech your Majeſty not to caſt ap- 
on the baptiſm: of Chriſtians that, Which you ſhould ra- 
ther attribute to my ſins. 

The King all enraged with choler, was ſo. editied 
with this word, that from this time forward he re. 
tained itin memory with much admiration, not be- 
ins able to wonder enough at the great courage and 
modcity of Is wite, 


The fixth Sx c tT10K, 
The converſion of Clodovzxus 


T is to ſail without Stars, and to labour withour 
A the 3un ( ſaith Origen) to think of coming to 
God wichour a patticular grace of God. After fo 
many humane ſpeeches redoubled one upon ano- 
ther, the Holy Gholt, worker of all Converſions, 
ſpake with a voice oi thunder to the heart of Clods- 
U£e15 in tc middeſt of battels, and cauſed him to 
ſettle upon this reſolution, which he had pondered 
ihe lp.cc of many years, 

The occ lion was, that the Sxevi,a people of Ger- 
many pid the Rhein with great forces, commanded 
by wy kings, who were pe -ſonally in the army,8& 
came t0 ruſh on theGaxls,with intention to deiiroy 


The Lady. 


and ſhrill voice, to rally thetr troops, he in the 
mean time fighting in his own perſon , and wiikall 
performing & duty both of a great Captain, and 
valiant ſouldier, But notwihſtagding all his endea- 
yours, terrour had fo ſeized on thele flying men, 
that the affair grew deſperate. 

And as remedies are ſought from Heaven when 
thoſe of the earth are of no effeft. Anrelianns the 
great favourite of the King approaching near to his 


to Malter, perſwadeth him to make a vow unto God, 


to fulfil the promiſe he had made to the Queen his 
wife, which was,to be baptized,it he returned victo- 
rious from this battel ; which he did, calling aloud 
upon the God of his wife, and promiſing an abſo- 
lute converſion to the Catholick laith, 

The word was :.0 ſooner ſpoken , but that his 
troops rallied themſelves up,made head againlt cheir 
enemies, purſued them, ran through, and routed 
them with ſo great a maſſacre, that he helds were 


26 all covered with dead bodies 1 he difcomfiture {0 


terrified them on the other tide of the Rh-.n, rhac 
the Almaxs which ſurvived, tea'irg leait the Kug 
puffed up with his victories ; might pals the river, 
diſpatched a ſpecdy \mbaſladour unto him, to yield 
themſelves tributaries to his Majelty. 

Cleti/da hearing the news of this batrel,and of the 
holy reſolution ot her husband, was tranſported with 
ſo great joy,that ſhe went our to mee: hum os fer as 
Champaigx,acconpanied with the great Archbiſhop 


30 S.Rr1:1g14.5, a man whom Cod was pleaſed ro make 


uſe of to trown this great work of the ſalvation of 
Clodovens. For belides his admirable ſanity, ac. 
knowledged throughout all France, he had the re- 
puration to be one vt the molt able & eloquent ren 
of his time; witneſs Sidonins Apollizar is, whoſpeakerh 
of his eloquence with admiration, ſaying, He though: 
ehere was not a man living upon the tace of the earth, 
whom S. Remigins {urpaſſe:h not, without any cla. 
borate ſtudy art all , through the experience he had 


Part 2, 
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the bcginings ot the Frexch\\ onarchy.Clodovers ha- gn acquired of well ſpeaking, His conceptions were in. «««/«lx. 


v10g received news of this preparation, ſpeedily op- 
poſcth them wi h good troops : for he likewiſe had 
drawn together to his aid che Ribarols, people near 
bordring on the Rhein, whowere alliedto the Frexch, 
and had tirſt of all given notice of the enterprize of 
the $zcvi, who in a near degree threatned them. 
he encounter of the two Arrnies was at 7olbial 
near Ce!cz, which verily was one of the moſt deſpe- 
rate that 1s toundin Hiſtories, The King undertook 
the conduct of the C avalry,and had given to Prince 
S$1izchert his Kinſman, the Infantery. All of them were 
exiremely inflamed io ſhew- themſelves valiant in 
this Conflit. Clodovers, who proceeded to lay the 
foundations of a great Monarchy wherein he wouid 
have no compamion,thought he mult either t:1umph 
or be lolt. His allies, who were interecfled very iar in 
this war, {ziled him not in any kind. The A!mans on 
the other {ide, had an extreme defire to extend their 
corquelts, and thought their fortune depended on 


imitable,his language ſo ſweet and polite,thar it re- 
ſembled a piece ot Ice very ſmooth , whereon no- 
thing might be ſcen unequal. His ſentences were full 
of weight, his arguments of force, and his words 
olided along likea river,and ever bare in them ſome 
flaſhes of lighcning at the end of his periods, 

So ſoon as the King, who was till repleniſhed with 
ſweet idxa's of his victory, ſaw the Queen his wife, 
It is now, XAadam | ſaith he ) that yes have gained ; 


o Clodoyzus trizmpheth over the Almans, ana you tri- 


amph ever Clodovzus. T he ated ts done, my Baptiſm 
muſt no longer be deferred. The Queen infinitely 
comforted with thisword, anſwereth : $:r, To the 
great God of H:fts is due the glory of theſe tWo tr1- 
mphe , and your Majeſty dcth moſt wiſely to reyder 
him with the firſt opportunity what you have vowed. 
T hat man giveth doubly, who afforarth readily. Behcld 
one «of the oreateſt Prelates of Jorr Kingarm, whom ] 
have brought aloxg to ſerve your Alejiſty in an affair 


the ſuccels of chis batrel. There was no:hing but fire g. of ſh importance. 


rempelts,dearhs,and flanghters; fo grea: w $ the re- 
ſiltance on either ſ1de, in the end, Srgebert valiantly 
fightins, was wounded with an arrow,and borve all 
bloody out of the battel by his fon, The lniantery, 
through the abſence of rheir Colonel, was defeated 
and put ro rout, - All the burthen of the battel fell 
upon the Cavalry, which did marvellous exploits, 
figh.ing before the eys of their King: but inthe end 
the ſhock ef enemies was ſo imperuous, that irbrake 


Thereupon $. Remigine was preſented, whom the 
King moſt honourably entertained, and ſignified he 
much deſired ro be reified by his good inftructi- 
ors : whereat the holy man exceedingly rejoycing 
for the good which he hoped ro derive from thence, 
made I1m_ on the day aſſigned a Sermon of the 
knowledge of God, and of the glory of Chriſtiani- 
ty, againlt the vanity of Idols, fo raviſhing, that ir 


_ tranſported the King, and all his Court, who ceaſed 


through and ſcattered them.Clodovers bare him{clf ,,, not afterward to contine himſelf ro the lips of $. Ke- 


I;ke a Lion covered with blood and du!t, among the 
ranks of thoſe affrighred men, cried out with a loud 


m1igiz,as ta ſtream of living waters. It 1s true that 
S.Vedaſt us, wo was afterward Biſhop of Arras,had 
already 


Part 2. The HOLY 


AnnoChri- already begun to eatechiſe C/od-w2ens. But as theſe 
Ati 495-Clo- holy men pretended nothing but rhe intereſts of 
©4415 God,not having regard to any thing which couched 
their own perſons , he molt willingly gave way to 
the dignity ofan Archbiſhop, and to the great abi. 
lity of a man accounted as an Oracle, contenting 
himſclf to aſift S. Remigins, and to contribute in 
this ation all which his miniſtry and ſervice might 


afford. 


Thi« 1.ing going to Rhemes Ciſpoſed himſelf reli- 10 reverenced, then diſputed ; 


jouſly toreceive Baptiſm under the direction of 

of this Prelate, daily ng, with {ingular atten- 

tion unto the inſtructions of taith, and informing 

Immſelf with much judgment, inall that which was 

cbroxicum neceſſary for his ſalvation, It is written among 0- 
men4/rp ther things,that when $. Rewigiss came to explicare 
: the myſtery of the paſsion unto him, he was much 
moved thereat : ſo that tranſported with a gene- 

rous impatience, he put his hand to his ſword, and 

ſpake aloud in anger, 

been preſent in the place where this at was com- 

mitted againſt his Maſter, he would have revenged 

it, wich the utmoſt ability of his forces. The holy 
 Prelate ſweetned his warlike humours, and made 

him capable of every myſtery, uſing therein much 
endeavour and great perſpicuity of diſcourſe, Atter 

theſe inftruRions, they proceeded to confeſsion,and 
ordinary penances, wherein the King ſhewed ſo 

much devotion, that laying afide the Purple Robe 


COURT, 


That had he with bis French ,, gel, ro beſctin the Arms and Scutcheons of the 


Tle Lady. 315 
when they declare themſelves imitatours of the pie- 17 549, 
ty of Clodovens, fo God was w.i'!ng to renew at 4,cetur 
their conſecration, the wonders he ad at the Bop» 
tiſm of his Son, to the end, the workmanſhip migat 
have conformity wi.h its mod<] : tor he cauſed a | 
Dove viſ.bly to appear, which bare in her b-ak the Moran <* 
holy yYiol, filled with che union wherewith Clde- &ionibus 
vers and his ſncceſſours were afterward anointed. pn «>. 
It is a thing ſo aurhenrical, that it is rather to be penn a. 
the memory thereof is ls 9, 
ſtill preſerved in the tpi-aph, ſer over the aſhes ot Jos civil 
Cled:vens in the Charch of S. Genevefue of Pars, 
which ſaid,this Dove was an Angel: in $. Thomas in 
the ſecond book of the inſtitution of Princes; inCl:- 
ment the fourth in his Queſtions, and ſo many other 
Authours, that ic were to do a thing already done, 
to diſtend my felt any furiber upon this ſubjeR, 
Others have added, That the Flower. de-luces 
were brought at the ſame time by the help ofanAn- 


ampulian 
fſaen Chrije 
manu FOOLS 


lit. Vide 


Ita Save- 
rus 10 Tra- 
Aaru de 
{anQtita! © 
Regis Lie 
Kings of France : but that 1s not well proved, I 4.6. 
ſhould rather believe that the Lilies were the Sym- 

bole of the Gauls, as the balm of 7«dea, long time 

before Clodiwens : for there are yet certain Medals 

found, ſtamped in the time of rhe Emperour 4 d-5- 

an , Who was little above one hundred years after 

our Saviour Chriſt, whereon the figure of Gaz! was 

to beſeen, formed as an honourable Lady , which 


ſeemed to hold in her hand a 1 'ower-de-luce, offer- 


and Crown, he covered himſelf with aſhes, implo- 30 ing it to the Emperour, and yielding thanks for its 


rins the mercy of God in his moſt fervent prayers. 

When the day of B:ptiſm came, which was the 
Eve of Eaſter, Saint Remigins cauſed the Church 
of Rhemes to be excellently adorned, as the cuſtom 
of thoſe times would permit, commanding it to be 
hanged with the richeſt pieces of Tapeſtry he could 
finde, to be pertumed with ſweet odours, and light- 
ned with a great quantity of wax-lights, compoſed 
of certain perfumes, which rendred adclicate ſplen- 
dour, in ſtich manner, that Saint Gregory of Tonrs 
ſth, this place reſembled a little terreſtrial Para- 
diſc. 

Some while before the Baptiſm, the King and 
Queen ſitting with $. Remigins in the Oratory of 
S. Peter, attended by few perſons of note , behold 
there came on a ſvdden a moſt reſplendent light, 
which appeared unto the eys of all the world with 
rays ſo ſparkling, that ſcarcely it might be endured, 
and #t the ſame inſtant was heard trom Heaven a 
voice, which ſaid, Peace be With you, fear nothing, 
perſevere in my love. his was the time when the new 
Conſtantine ſer forward towards holy Baptiſm , 
where beinz arrived in the preſence of all the world, 
S. Remigins ſpake to him theſe words : Aitis depone 
colla Sicamber ,, Adora qued incenaiſti, incende quod 
ador aſti. Bow thy mck, (O French man) under the 
Jeak of God : adore that which you have burned, and 
burn what you adored. 


Omnipeten- Thereupon pronouncing his profeſſion of faith, 


FO 


preſervation by this Title engraven on the ſame 
coyn, RESTITUVTORI GALLIMA. 
I cannot likewiſe underſtand, who is that Ci/zrzs ci- 
ted by Monſieur Capet, in his pleadings of Rights 
and Liberties, that maketh mention of aRod ſprink- 
led with Flower-desluces, which then appeared in 
Heayen , to witneſs the Kings of Fraxce ſhould be 
the true Defenders of the Catholick Church. 

We have no want of true miracles, nor need we 


40 89 about to entertain ill grounded tantafies : they 


who deſire to eſtabliſh falſe things, gain nought elle 
upon the credulity of humane ſpirits, but to make 
truth to be doubted, 

That which I finde in thisBaptiſm moſt probable, 
1s,thatCledevers was baptized with his children, bis 
ſiſters,and more then three thouſandCavaliers,Cap. 
tains,Souldiers,and other Courtiers, not numbring 
women and little children , and which is more, the 
King made an Edi& fo favourable for ChriſtianRe. 
ligion,thart being publiſhed ,it converted to the faith 
almolt all the reit.of the FrexchNation, in ſuch fort, 
rhat every where there was rothing to be ſeen, bur 
burning of 1dols, and ereQting of Altars. | 

The admirable Cloti/ds , who had fo long time 
ſighed after this moſt happy day, being 'wholly ab- 
ſorpt in reverence & thankſgivins rendred to God, 
beheld her ſelf crowned with fo many thouſands of 
children : and if thoſe women ofthe old Teſtament 
for a ſlender carnal race, ſing Canticles of triumph, 


gw Soom and eſpecially that which concexned the myſtery of 69 What might this Lady both fay and do, who, atrer 
im 1rinuale ; 


confeſ/%. 
Gregor, 
Turton. 


the holy Trinity, he was baptized in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the holy Ghoft, 

The hand of God, thar is not ſhortned,and which 
being the Work-maſter of Nature, operateth when 
it pleaſeth him above nature, uſeth ro honour with 
ſome great miracles,the formdations of Religion in 
certain places,vvhcre it is planted, Here he was plea- 
ſed to conſecrate the Kings of France, & the whole 
Realm to his Majeſty, roderive from hence an in- 
finite number of ſervices, and as thoſe great Kings 


are the firſt of theChurch,and the moſt perfe&t ima- 70 


ges of the Divinity among all Monarchs, eſpecially 


er comins into Fraxce,faw the face ot a Monarch 
abſolutely changed, the Kingdom of God eſtabliſh... 
ed and ſo many ſouls ararged under the banner of 


our Saviour,who was pleaſed ſo poweriullyro make 
uſe herein of ker prayers end induſtry ? 


The ſeventh SEC TION, 
7YVhat Clodovzus did by the perſwaſion of 
Clotilda after his Baptiſm. 
T is holy woman. daily building upon her 


foundations , ceaſed nor to diſpoſe her huC.. 


Kr3 band 


Te HOLY COURT, 


bard to af! the boly and glorious ations, which ſhe 
could think on, that he might in ſome ſort anſwer 
the favours he had received from the Divine Maje- 
ſty, ſhe cauſed him to bend his afteftions to the em- 
b<i!;ſhing and enriching of Churches , which he did, 
beginning with that of Rhemes, with ſo much mag- 
nilicence, that S. Remigius, who was of a noble and 
generous courage had much ado with biraſelf ro 
take all which the King was willing to give : huma- 


The Lady, 


token of the offer he made to Ced of his perſon and 
eſtate, as the eldeſt Lon of the Church. Ard lie 
that would well conſider che foundauon of the Hi- 
ſtory,ſhall finde this Niadem,calied the Kingdom or 
Realm , was a kind of crown come from Conſt axt;- 
»ople : Yor it is ſaid, that the Emperour Azaſtaſixs, 
who ſought ſapport from the fayour of the King of 
France, againlt the Goths that ſwayed in 7taly, un- 
derſtandirg the great feats ofarms ner by our Cle- 


bly beſeeching bis Majeſty he would apply hislibe- 10 45ve#7, ſent a lolemn embaſſage unto him, to con- 


ralities to other places that had more need thereof. 

Thereupon he diſpoſed himſelf to build the 
Church of the Apoſiles $. Peter and S. Paul, whom 
he honoured as the Fathers of Chriſtianity.It is now 
dedicated to $. G:novefue of Paris ; which the King 
and Queen afterward choſe out for the place of their 
ſepulchers, 

One cannot too much plorifie this holy place, 
which hath been as the cradle of the piety of Clogo- 


gratulate, and offer him the title of an honourable 
Conſul, the purple robe, and the Crown, which the 
Grecian: at this time called Bamaeie. 

Clodrvems very gladly entertained this Embaſſage, 
and ſhewed himſelf attired with thoſe ornaments in 
the Church of S. Afartiz, where he made a largeſs 
of gold and fiiver : then acknowledging all theſe 
proſperities came to him from God, atcer he was ba- 
prized, he conſecrated this rich jewel, which had 


ver ; and it is a moſt manifeſt bleſting trom Hea- 20 been preſented to him by the Emperour,in the chief 


ven,that it fell into the hands of that ſage and religi. 
ous Prelate , the Lord Cardinal of Rechefancantt , 
who by his zeal ( a moſt powerfull alchymie) daily 
changeth the bricks and morter into marbles and 
gold : and not content with dead ſtones, hath aſſem- 
bled the living in ſo many good Religious men, 
there eternally to praiſe the greatneſs of God, and 
of this heavenly Virgin, Patroneſs of the place, He 
could not better ſerve our great King, then by ſo 
preciouſly honouring the aſhes of the firſt moſt 
Chriſtian Prince, and of his holy ſpouſe Clsri/da, to 
tie their protection to his ſtandards, 

in the third place,the bleſſed woman very deeply 
impreſſed in the ſoul of her husband, the devotion 
of S. 2Aartis,in ſuch ſort, that in all his moſt chorny 
affairs he had a ſingular recourſe to this great Apo- 
ſtle of France, making there many vows, and ſome- 
time praying proſtrate at his tomb, with the fer. 
vour of an incredible piety. 


From whence alſo proceeded, that not ſatisfying 49 


himſelf with giving large donatives to his Church, 
he treated the whole Dioceſs with marvellous re- 
verence ; forbidding his troops when they marched 
upon zany exploit, to take ought elſe in thoſe pre- 
cin&s, but ſalt and herbs. Which was ſo ſtreightly 
obſerved, that he cauſed a ſouldier ro paſs through 
the pikes, who had taken hay from a Countrey- 
man, ſaying it was herbs, 

Moreover, to imitate in all eminency the piety 


Church of Chriſtendom, to ſerve as an eternal mo- 
nument of his religion. Behold how this illn{trious 
Monarch began at that time to manifeſt the marks 
of his zeal,and to cement together the £9046 intelli. 
gence which France afterward had with the paſtor 
and fpiricual Father of the whole world. 

1 am bound to touch this as I paſs along with all 
ſincerity, being naturally an enemy of thele queſt. 
ons which are many times moved with too much fer- 


o Your and inconſideration, in the point of conteſtari= 


ons of the jurigdiction of Soveraign authorities, We 
are learned. enough , when we know that 7e/#s 
Chriſt, who had the ſource of power in himſelt, di- 
{tributed it to Popes and Kings: conſtituting the one 
for ſpiritual government, the other for temporal, Ic 
is his pleaſure we honour the charaRter of his autho- 
rity,both in the one and other,and not te argue up- 
on fantaſies, God hath ſer them over our heads to 
2dmire their luſtres, & not to controul their power. 

Amongſt the follies of Nero, it is reported, that 
one day bcholding a ſpace of land, which ſeparated 
two ſeas,and held them in excellent order, he had a 
deſire to cut it, that theſe rtwo ſeas might encounter, 
and himſelf ſee what countenance they would car- 
ry, when they commixed together. Take you good 
heed (faith the Oracle unto him) othe-wiſe they 
will overflow to drown you. Leave matters as God 
bath appointed, and confound not the linyts of na. 
ture. Itis true, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil power are 


of great Conſtantine, he procured a national Coun- 50 two great ſeas, God hath limited and divided them 


cil to be held at Orleaxs : where he witneſſed much 
reſpe& to the Prelates aſſembled in that place to de- 
cide Eccleſiaſtical zffairs, writing unto them a no- 
table letter, by which he confirmed the rights and 
immunities of the Church, according to the form of 
ancient Canons. 


by the interpolition of ſpiritual and temporal ad. 
miniſtration : Both exerciſe their functions, and 
live in fair peace. God preſerve us from thoſ- miſe. 
ries, which may diſ-manule the wall, and cauſe them 
to intermingle together, ſo, that we may behold the 
worldin a deluge of calamities, 


To whart purpoſe is all this ? The Sun doth not the ;,......;, 
work of the rain, nor the rain of the Sun. Conſtay- Ep/corm 
tine ſaid, the Biſhops were Biſhops in thar Church. ©5295 


extra eccls% 


60 Es, in that which concerneth Religion,ard God had {n. 


In the end Pope Hormiſdas, coming to ſucceed 
Symmachasin the holy See,Clodovers was the yery 
firjt diſpatched Embaſſadours unto him, with a very 
beautifull Crown, ſurnamed the Realm. 


It hath been a cuſtom very ordinary in all times, 
to offer Jewels and Crowns to Altars, in pratefull 
acknowledgement towards the Divine Majeſty. So 
| Conſtantize tendered his Diadem to the Saviour of 
the world, which is yet at this time to be ſeen hang. 
ins over the Altar of Saint Sophia.So did Afanritine, 


appointed him for tte government of his Empire in 
matters temporal. Let usrelt in theſe limits, *;we 
we to Cxfar, that which belengeth to Caiar : to God 
what appertaineth to God, We have better learned co 
live then diſpute, and our Anceſtonrs have preſer- 
ved a Monarchy ſo flounſhing, the ſpace of rwelve 


hundered years, not with diſputations and unprofi- 


Flodoardus ſo F{-ary the Emperour at Cl/unie, who made offer | l | 
table wranglings,but with the arms of wiſdom, obe- 


_— to the Church of a pyorld, all over diverſified with 
ergomen- : 


Ga. molt exquiſite precious tones, dience, and courage. 
Szvaro.p. This is the cauſe, why the King ſent this preſent, We have always rendered to the Pope the honour | pet.s' © 
i5-©PC as the Hiſtory expreſly mentioneth, to be hanged 77 be deſeryerh,asro the Soveraiga Paſtour of the Uni» 


verſal Church, which is under Heaven. We have con. 
feſled, 


Ludorici, Up before the chief Altar of Saint Peter at Rowe, in 


Part 2, 


eſtote omnt 
humdiie cre» 


rer Deum, 
ſive Reg 
quaſs pr 
cellents, 
ſve dacibus 


14nqnam 


- 
. 


The ROLY COURT. 
Subditi fefſſed, and do acknowledge the King true and abſo- 


lure Monarch in the government of temporal things, 


' «tw pro- ſingularly honouring him, and with moſt cordial at- 
fe&tionsloving him, 2s an animated protraicture of 


the greatneſs of the Divine Majeſty.God thereupon 
maketh us to proſper , and ta{t by experience, that 
there is no ſcience more noble then obedience, nor 


ab co miſis any felicity, but the accompliſhment of the will of 


the ſoveraign maſter. On the contrary,it is obſerved 


T he Lady. 


gainft a fox, having given him fair promiſes, turned 
bis back towards tim, and yielded to the French 
with all his troups, 

The Bargnndianafirighted, fled, and caſt himſelf 
upen the Rho/vc,untill fach time that he was ſhut up 
in Avignon, where Glodovers deſperately purſned 
him, preſſed him, ard thruſt him vpon ex{.cmitics : 
ſo that the leaſt word of Queen Clcti/da, had ben 
ſufficient to take away his life. Bur the King contain- 


in the Hiſtory of ſo many Ages, that the wounds 10 ed himſelf both for the reſpe& he bare to his wife, 


from Heaven have on all ſides fallen upon thoſe, 
who have ſought to caſt the apple of diſcord into the 
houſe of God: The winde blown from their mouths, 
returned on their heads,ſince it is fit, iniquity ſhonld 
firſt kill it ſelf with its own poiſon, 


The eighth SECT10N, 


The goed ſucceſs which God gave to Clodo- 
vzus after he became a Chriſtian, 


Lodcvens was no ſooner become a Chriſtian, 

but that it ſeemed God had tied to his arms 
ſome ſecret virtue, which made him triumph over 
his enemies, and c:own all his enterprizes with moſt 
glorious ſucceſſes. 

The firſt war he undertook after his Baptiſm,was 
againſt Gombant King of Burgundy , of whom we 
have very amply ſpoken heretotore. | much wonder 
at certain Auchours, who meaſuring the affeRions 


whom he well knew not ro be delighted with the 
blood of herallies,and for the diſcretion which Ar- 
redius a Counle]lour of Gembant uſed toward him. 
The vanquiſhed King yielded toall the conditions 
propoſed by the Conquerour , ſo far as to become 
tributary to Fraxce, 

Afterwards the troups of Cledvexs being retired, 
this man full of gall and bitterneſs againſt Godegi{- 


an brother,who had levied arms 2gainſt him, be- 
20nieged him in Vienna, contrary to all promiſes made 


to Clodovens,and having ſurprized bim, flew him in 
the Church with his own hand : which was an a& 
barbarous,and only worthy of a man abandoned of 
all ſenſe of Religion. This cruelty was the cauſe that 
Clodevens returning back again, entred into By. 
guxdy, and poſſeſſed himfelte thereof, to puniſh the 
exOrbitances of a man,who was as outra$1o0us to of- 
tend thoſe who might hurt him, as unable to reſiſt 
the juſtice of arms raiſed agairſſt him. 


of Saints, with the weakneſſes of their own ſpirits, 30 There remained nothing tor bimin this ſhipwrack, 


and eſteeming it a ſweet glory to be revenged upon 
enemies, from whom ſome notable injuries are re. 
ceived, have ſaid, that C/ori/aa excited ber husband 
to the ruin of her uncle, to derive an account from 
him of the death of her father and mother, This is 
too inferiour a conceit of a Lady, who vas arrived 
to ſo ligh a degree of perfection : nay, it was ſo 
much otherwiſc,that ſhe ſhould enkindle the fire of 
thiz war,that Gewbant being in the full poſſeſſion of 


but an ignominious and miſerable life, which God 
oftentimes inflicterh for. puniſhment of brother- 
{layers,as hedid co Cain; which he finally ended in 
Arianiſm.The holy Clsi/ds (as I ſaid before) taking 
pitty of the iſſue of this wicked ſather, employed all 
ber endeavours to preſerve for S$igi/mond the title 
of King, and ſome competent remainders of a for- 
tune , horribly diſ-membred by the evil manage of 
this Prince, blinded with errour and impiety. 


Clodrvens to bereave him of life, ſhe withheld the 40 From thence, Clodevers transferred his arms ins 


fatal biow, and afterwards ſeeing he by bis ill de- 
portment had loſt his Kingdom, ſhe did all that poſ- 
tibly ſh2 m'ght co preſerve a part thereof for $:g;/- 
mond, 10! vi Gorbant her coulin- germane, 

That which firii of all ruined this unhappy King 
of Burgundy, was his hecefie, which drew upon 
him the vengeance of God : tor it being otten 
preached unto lum, and he convinced by reaſons, 
offering himſelfe 1n private to become a Catholick 
yer {till rerained Arianiſm in publick, Behold the 
cauſe,why he having divided his heart, God divided 
his Kingdom. 

The ſecond cauſe of his ruin was his nature, cruel 
and coyetous , which rendered him uncivil, and an 
enemy of all order, He ſent his Neece as it were in 
anger tO Clodovers , giving her nor any thing in 
marriage, but many complements : Whereupon che 
King making ſundry remonſtrances, and atterwards 
complaints, he negleRing both the one and the 
other,and anſwering the Embaſſadours, ſent to treat 


to Aquitaine, where he had buſineſs enough to deal 
with Alaricus King of the Fiſigeths. But asI under» 
rook not in this Treatiſe to enlarge upon the wars 
of Clodevens, nor on his ſingular valour,. but as it 
may be conſidered to correſpond with the piety he 
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received from C/oti/da, I remit the Reader to the gee pros. 


Hiſtory of Fraxce : comenting my ſelfe to obſerve fieur du. 


rwo or three paſſages of the Divine Providence ***: 


over King Cledvens in this war, The firit was, that 
having reſolved to turn his arms againſt this Gab, 


o who drew .into his Territories all the enemies of 


FrMce, and who was an Arian heretick , moſt in- 
humanely uſed the Catholicks, wh.chwerein his 
power ; he endeavouring to decline this blow, uſed 
many wales to ſurprize his adverſary, and murther 
him1f he could, under colour of emparlance and 
amity. Clodovers notwithſtanding, ſhielded by the 
powerfull hand of God, was delivered from his pra- 
ctiſes,and alchough the other was ſupported by King 
T heoderick,, who was his father-in-law , his coun- 


with him very perverſely, he reſolved ro make war g, trey-man, and leagued with other Kings, our brave 


upon him, 

Add hereunto , that having already put two of 
his brothers to death, he tyrannized over the third, 
who to $e! ſhelter from the tempeſt, had recourſe 
ro the King of Fraxce, who was no whit difſpleaſed 
to take this occai on to poſſeſs himſelf of the King- 
dom of Burgrudy, which he ſaw to be very fir for 
him, Gombaxt having learned that Clodovers arm- 
edin good earnelt againſt him, would needs flatter 


Monarch repleniſhed with the confidence he had in 
the cauſe of God, as one who intended to cut off 
the root of the Arian hereſie , which budded forth 
in France, couragiouſly marched in the face of che 


enemy, and with ſo much ſpeed prevented him, that 


he rather ſeemed to have the conduct of an army of 
eaples then ſouldiers. en 

A ſecond teſtimony of the faithful love of Heaven, 
appeared in wonders, which ſerved for a preſ:ge of 


his brother, whom he had before much exaſperated, 7o rhe near approaching victory. The one was, that 


to win him to his party : bur he playing the fox a- 


the King, eceording to his cuſtomary piety, kaving*. 


appointed 
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The HOLY COURT. 
be lifted up,whereunto he dedicated a firgular de- 
VO 10N, 


appointed ſome men of purpoſe to offer up his vows 
at the feet of Saint Martin, they entring into the 
Church to perform their devotions, hea: d by good 
chance the w -e of Choriſters who ſung out aloud 
this verſicle ot the ſeventeenth Plalm ; Precinxtifts 
me Domine virtute ad bellum : ſupplant aſts inſnrgen- 
ter in me. Lord thin haſt engirted me with force and 
valony for war =T hon haſt caſt u1naer me all thoſe , 
who were raiſed againft me : which being related 
to the King , he thereupon conceived good ſucceſs, 
and ſtring torward on his way, as he entred into 
Poiltion , there was ſeen to iſſue out of the Church 
of Saint Hilary of Poiftiers , a great brand of fire, 
ke unto that flaming pillar which heretofore led 
the choſen people through ſo many dreadful wil- 
derneſſes , in ſuch ſort, that it ſeemed this great $, 
Hilary, who had heretofore been a light both for 
the Eaſt andWelt againſt Hereticks, enhghtned {till 
on the top of the place, wherethe had been reve- 
renced,a burning Ph:ros,to illuminate theconquelts 
ofa Prince, who haitened to do that with the keen 
ſword, which he had formerly aRed with the ſharp 
dint of the rongve, In the end, coming upon 
the brink of ariver ſwoln up, where he knew 
not how to find -a foord , which much ſtopped the 
courſe of his enterprize , behold a Hinde rouzed 
with the noiſe of the Army, took the river in the 
ſght of the French, ina place where it was paſſa- 
ble, and ſhewed them the way , who proſperouſly 


The Lady, 


What need we here make mention of the adven- 
tures, which he hod with the” Kings Chararic , ard 
Ragv«chairus whom he defeated as it were without 
blows ? This man went every where as confidently, 
as one who ſeemed to have a Guard of celeſtial Vir- 
rues by his ſide : his hands were fatal to purge the 
earth from many Infidel Princes, that infeRed it 


10 with herefie, ryrannies, and facriledges, Who can 


bur wonder, that in ſo ſhort a time he extended his 
Empire from Rheine to Seine,from the river of Ley. 
ye tO Roſne, and from the Pyrenei tothe Ocean ? 
Who can but admire, that he was fo feared by all 


the Monarchs of his age,as the Grecians, who have $*id«r. 
PIg I4a- 
tended for the moreexcellency, to ſpe: k onely of Aw 48” 
the Kirig of Fraxce ? who will not highly eſteem X"X*#- 


written after that time under the title of King, in. 


his great authority,in that he firſt of all ſtampt gvl- 


20 dencoyn,which-the Emperours had always forborn 


through extream jealouſie, cauſing the marks of his 
faith to be impreſled on this money ? Ard who can 
ſufficiently marvel, that having at his death left four 
ſons to ſucceed him, he hath beſides been followed 
by ſeven and fifty Kings,who conltanily rendering 
themſelves imitatours ot his belict, have likewite 
ſhared with him in his felicity. 

I demand of you whether one muſt not become 
blind, deaf, and dumb, not to ſce, underſtand, nor 


followed. The King encouraged by ſo many pro. 30 declare, that all the happineſs and proſperity of 


digies, enconmreth with Alaricus,& gave him bat. 
rel very roughly fortune hoiding the vitory in bal- 
lance about 11x or ſeven hou:s,until the Frexch,ani- 
mated by the good example of their King, renewed 
their forces with loud out-cries, & brake with all vi- 
olence through the files of the Goths. Clodeveus,who 
had the flame of a generous vigour, b. ning perpe- 
rually in his heart, much deſired ro meet with King 
Alaricus,when perceiving him in the middeſt of the 


Fraxce is inſeparably tied to the piety of our Ance- 
ltours, lincet he hand of God,thundering and light- 
ning at the ſame time upon ſo great a number of 
Diadems of heretical Kings,as of Gombant, Gode- 
mar Chilperic,Godegiſlus, Alaricur, ard inthe end 
on T heodorick bimſelt, led Clodovens by the hard 
through ſo many ſmoaking ruins, ſo many ſwords, 8 
ſuch [ames, to eſtabliſh him with all his poſterity in 
a Throne, whereunto the great Saint Remigins hath 


confli,he ſet forward to encounter him, The other 49 Promiſed an eternity of years, ſo long as it ſhouid 


- already contemned by his own Geths, for havi 


herecoſore refuſed the combat.and ſeeing his Army 
in diſorder ,beczme valiant in his deſpair,and put on 
a reſolution, either io vanquiſh his enemy , or to 
waſh 2way the ſtains of hisdiſhonour with his bloud- 
He withd:ew himſelf from the main of his Cavalry, 
and marched on towards Clodovers. The ſouldiers 
ſtood ſtill on both parts at this great duel of two 


Kings. They came to handy ſtrokes in the head of. 


remain cemented with the fame faith and religion , 
which firſt of all conſecrated the Lilies to the lervice 
of the Divine Majeſty ? 

The holy Cli/da, amongſt all theſe conqueſts of 
her husband,\ifted her innocent hands up to Heaven 
to apply the forces of the Saviour of the world to his 
Royal banners, intheend, having drawn him to 
Paris,atter ſo many bloudy wars, and ſweetned the 
extravagancies of his nature,a little too violent, pro- 


two Armies, and charged one another bravely, be- $O pending to exceſſes of cruelty, ſhe cauſed him tb 


ing a very longtime bloudily bent to battel : but in 
the end Alarics felt the thunder,which procegfling 
from the victorious hand of his adverſary , threw 
him down half dead in the lift of combat. Clarwens 
quickly alighted from his horſe, to rid him of life , 
and being about to mend ſome deſeR in this cuiraſs, 
be was treacherouſly aſſaulted by two Goths: but he 
having diſpatched his adverſary, defended himſelf 
from both theſe,and mounted up again on his horſe, 


falt in tus repoſe, devotion and juſtice,in ſuch ſort5 
that having cloſed up his eyes in the exerciſes of pie» 


ty, ſhe enterred him with a moſt honourable repu- Els Dee, 
ep0/1110 
—_ Regis 
Clodover. 
of the day of his death, on the ſeyen and twentieth 29 Fleix. 


ration. There is yer to be found an old Calendar of 
the Church of S. Genevefwe, which maketh mention 


of November. 


Theninth Sx cCTrIoN. 


whom he madeto curvet in a martial manner, de- © The [fe of Clotilda n her widow-hood: her 


meaning himſelf fo bravely in all, that he ſeemed ro 
be as it were a flaſh of lightning, ſent from the hand 
of God, rather then a man. | 
This defeat rnined the hopes of the Goths,and cut 
off all the deſigns of hereſy,which ſubſiſted not but 
dy their favour, From thence Clsdevens marched all 
covered over with laurels into the Countrys of his 
conqueſts, with ſo much good ſucceſs, that being be- 
fore the City of Axgoxleſm,which made ſhew ot re- 
ſiftance,the walls miraculouſly fell down,as did here- 


tofore thoſe of Fericho, he having, by the adviſe of” 


Aprexins his Chaplain cauſed ſome holy reliques to 


affliftions and 21orious death. 


(* Letilda vehemently deſired to bring forth male 
children, for the eſtabliſhment of her Stare, and 
though this affeRtion ſcemed to be molt juſt, not- 
withitanding God, who purgeth all the ele& in the 
furnace of afflitions,tound a rough Purgatory for 
this good ſoul, in the enjoying her deſires. She had 
ſons, as ſhe wiſhed, whom ſhe endeavoured with all 
her power to breed in the fear of God, whileft ſhe 
might bow them : but theſe children, who taſted too 
much of che warlick humours of the father, and had 
nor 
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not enough of the piety of the mother, being arrived 
toan age wherein it was not poſſible any longer- to 
reſtrain them,they fell into many terrible extrava- 
gancies , which transfixed the heart of the mother 
with a thouſand {words of ſorrow, 

It happened that Sigi/mond, the couſin-germain 
of Cloti/da, for whom ſhe had procured the King. 
dom of Burg-ay, after the death of his wite , by 
whom he had a {on named Sigericas, ſuffered hime 


The HOLY COURT. 


The Lady. 


Clodomer left three ſons very young, whom the 
holy woman bred up in her houfe, and near herper- 
ſon, into whom the molt excellent Maxims of all 
wiſdom and piety were diſtilled, Theſe little chil- 
dren yery well bred,and gently trained by the very 
go00d precepts of their grand-mother , promiſed 
ſomething excellent in time ro come, and ſerved as 
a moſt ſweet lenitive to this diſconſolate turtle, ro 
ſweeten the acer bities ſhe had conceived upon the 


ſelfro be ſurp ized with the love of a Lady waiting , , death of their father: when behold an horrible fren- 


in Court, whom he afterward married, to the great 
hearr-burning of the ſon, who could not endure to 
ſec her clothed with che ſpoils of his mother. 

This ſtep-dame being drawn from ſervitude and 
wantonnels, to enter into the bed of a King, behold. 
ing her ſelfcroſſed in her loves by this Heir of the 
houſe, conceived ſo much gall and rage againſt him, 
that ſhe prepared a mok fatal calumny for his ruin, 
acculing him ro have a plot upon the life of his fa- 
ther, $igi/moxd , who was of an eaſe nature, ſtirred 
up with love and ambition, quickly believed this 
ſhameleſs creature: and after he had called this poor 
young man to dinner,under colour of affection, he 
commanded him in his fleep to be ſtrangled by the 
hands of his ſervants. But the miſerable man, deli. 
vered out of the gulf of his paſſion, and ſeeing him. 
ſe!f defiled with an a& fo black and wicked, pub- 
lickly conteſled his fin, and for it performed a molt 
auſtere penance : but God, who ordinarily blotterh 
out the crime,not forgiving the pains and fatisfacti- 
ons due to his juſtice, deprived him of Ecepter and 
lite by the hands of his allies, raiſing up a ſharp re- 
venge,to give to ſuch like an eternal horrour of his 
iniquity. 

The children of Cl:d:vers,who had already ſha- 
red the Kingdom of their father, were nor yet ſatis» 
fied, but delired to 1dyance the limits of their divi- 
fion,as far as the point of their lance might extend. 
Behold the cauſe why Clodower,who was the eldelt 
of the legitimate, ſeeing the Kingdom of Burgundy 
in this danger, entreth thereinto with great forces, 
and found little rehſtance, $igi/-ond being formerly 
convieced by his crime. Having poſſeſſed himſelf 
of the places moſt important,he rook the miſerable 
King,and led him away priſoner to Orleans , to dil- 
poſe of him according to his pleaſure,But Godimer, 
the brother of $ioi/mond, who had retired to the 

10untains, while the Frenu:þ made all this notable 
havock, recurned with a great power , and having 
{lain the Frezch Garrifons, made himſelt Valter of 
the Kingdom. Clodomer underſtanding this detear , 


7y crept into the ſouls of Child:bert and Cletharixs 
her two ſons, which is read in all our hiſtories, the 
brows whereof do bluſh to Jeave a+ blemith of exe» 
cration on the wicked exorbitincy ofambition, 

It were much fitter for the great men of the earth 
to hare gnawing vultures, and ſharp rafors in their 
entrails,then to nouriſh ſuch a pafſion, which being 
onely puffed up with a ſmoake, violaterh all ic hath 
therein of right or humanity, to fatten ir felf with 


20 bloud, and never as it were opentth its eyes, but in 
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KDecame fo furious , that he cauſed che head of his 3 


priſoner to be cut off, with bis wife and children by 
his ſecond marriage, commanding,through extrem:- 
ty ofcruelcy,to throw the body into a dich, which 
was executed. Nor content with this, he re-entereth 
into Burgundy boyling wich choller , with intenti- 
on to recover all co his obedience : bur he found 
himſelf aſfaulred by the Burgnadiasr ina battel, who 
{lew hirz;, and knowing him by lis long hair, they 
cut off his head,and fixed 1t on the point of a launce, 
to ſerve for a ſad ſpcRacle to the French, 

This accident aftited the heart of the mother , 
who bewailed herſon with inconſolable tears,as well 
becauſe he was the firſt, vhom ſhe had bred with all 
tender affection , as for char ſhe ſceing him dead in 
the purſuit of ſo many bloudy aRts,was full of anxi- 
ety in the matter of ſalvation of his ſoul. The poor 
Queen fortified her ſelf,as much as ſhe at at 
the violences of forrow, and armed her ſelf againft 
other accidents which ſhe foreſaw might grow irom 
the evi! diſpoſitions of her children, 
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the flames of the damned, 

Childebert andClotharins,fons of the great Clods> 
venus and the holy Cleti/da deſpoyling themſelves of 
all reſpe&t,ſwe:tneſs, & humanity conceived a mor- 
tal jealouſte againſt their little Nephews, imagining 
their mother would breed them up to their preju= 
dice,and ſo not taking counſel of ought bur their 
own bruriſh paſtion,they reſolved to be rid of thery., 
Thep-or children were perpetually under the wing 


o Of their good grand-mother C/cri/44,who could ne- 


ver ſuffer them out ofher ſight, ſuch fear had-ſhe 
of ill habits,which are eaſily made to flide into the 
hearts of children by the corruption of evil compa- 
ny. Theſe infamous Uncles beſought their mother 
to let their little Nephews come to viſit them, to 
have thereby ſome harmleſs recreation, promiſing 
to reſtore them again ſpeedily into her hands. The 
holy woman,who could not imagine the exccrable 
malice, which was hatched in the heart of theſe un- 
natural ſons,conſented thele little ones ſhould go , 
tearing leaſt the denial ſhe might make, would tur- 
ther exaſperate the ſuſpicion of the ſupplianrs. Yer 
did ſhe even then quake for fear, and biddiris them 
farewel, kiſſed them with redoubled embracements, 
raptures, and affections, not beings able ro contain 
her paſſion, nor the prefage of her unhappineſs. 

The little innocents went to the ſlaughter with a 
ſmiling countenance, as children who here walks of 
recreation,and play in their heads, 

| When they had themin their full power, they 
diſpacched a meſſ-nger ro their mother, to bear unto 
her moſt unwelcome news. For he was commanded 
to ſhew her a poynard ard a cyzars, requiring her, 
ſhe would make choice, which of theſe ſhe ſhould 
judge fitteſt for her grand-children, euher to paſs 
them by the dint of ſword,or forcibly roſhavethem 
and make them Monks, 

Clorilda, extreamly aſtoniſhed at this impudence, 
anſwered, As well dead, as Monks: which ſome very 
incon{iderately have interpreted, thinkivg this an- 
{wer proceeded from an ambition ſhe had, thar her 


.orand-clhildren might reign:but the admirable Prin- 


ce(s would fay, that we onght not to apply any to 
the ſervice of God, but yoluniaties;and that ſhehad 
rather ſee her childrenwell dead, then ro behold 
them in a religious proteſs:on by conſtraint &torce, 
This wretched meſſenger made to the humour ot his 
{aſters,inſtead of ſweetning the matter,madea very 
harſh relation of his meſſage, which precipitared the 

evil already beginnings to tall into extremity, 
Clotharins poſſeſſed with a diabolical fpirir, took 
Thibarlt the cldelt of thele chilgren,& firiking him 
gown 
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down to the ground, thruſt bis ſword quite through 
his body. The little G-m:harns,wbo was the ſecond, 
beſprinkled with the bloud of his brother, whom he 
ſaw diſtended on the pavement, graſped the knees of 
his Uncle Childebert with lamentable out.cries, ſay- 
ing: O Uncle, ſave my life, wherein have ] eff ended 
jeu ? He ſo. quaked in all the parts ot his body, & ſo 
transfixed him with his ſighs,that the other, though 
he _ this miſchief, was ſeized with much 


deay husband, 1 account you thrice happy, to have been tranſjort- 
ed into t e vther world before you ſaw theſe lamntable trogedies, 
were there nought but th tir reſpeRt rowards yuuy it orght to have 
reſtra:ned them, But my fins alone have deſerved this deſolate 
0!d age; to which God hath reſerved me to make trial of the moſt 
ſenſible delours which might ever fall into my imagination. 1 
will endure them as long as it ſpall picaſe the Druine Providence, 
who will draw this ſatisfaftion from my ſins, and 1 with ſorrow 
will waſte my body, that hath almoſt nothing |: ft but the bark , 
to place it in ſhort time with yours, 


The hely woman daily poured her felf out in 


compaſsion , and prayed his brother to pals no 10 tearsnear to this ſepulchre,remaining there day and 


farther. But Clotharixs enraged and, more rave- 
nous then a Tyger of Armexia,What?(faith he) you 
have been ofthe Councel,and yet now hinder me in 
the execution : -1 will run you both through with 
my ſword.Childebert amazed,threw the poor victim 
from his knees, and delivered him to the executio- 
ner, who in that very place cut his throat, 


Asthey were upon theſe conteſtations, the third 
ſon of C/odomer,named Clodoaldns,was taken away 


night,as if ſhe had been ſome ſhadow of the dead : 
bur inthe end todivert her ſelf from this imaginati- 
on, which was too full of afflition, and that ſhe 
might the more freely enjoy God, ſhe reſolved 
wholly to leave theCourt,and to paſs the reſt of her 
days in the Ciry of Toxrs,near to the ſepulcher of 
S. Adartis. 

There it was where ſhe began to lead alife whol- 
ly celeſtial,as one who ſeemed to have nothing todo 


by a friend of the father, and ſecretly bred up in 2® with the bodies and converſation of the living. 


Eccleſiaſtical condition, wherein he arrived to fo 
perfect a ſanQity,thac forſaking the ſhadow of Dia- 
dems and Scepters, which deceiveth the credulity of 
the moſt paſsionate by its illuſions, he bath merited 
Altars on earth, and a Crown of Glory in Heaven, 
For this is that S. Cloud which we reverence, near 
unto Paris. 

What imagination is ſufficiently powerful to fi. 
gare to its ſelf the ardent dolours,which ſeized on 
the ſpirit of poor Clori/d4, when ſhe heard all that 
paſſed by the practiſe of her unnatural ſons ? What 
might this ſoul think ſo free and purified from the 
contagions of the earth , which GN the 
ſhadow of the leaſt (ins, when ſhe beheld her houſe 
polluted with ſo horrible ſacriledges ? Yet {till ſhe 
guided the helm of reaſon in ſo tempeſtuous a ſtorm 
of paſsions & in ſo dead a night of miſery, ſhe ado. 
red a ray of the Providence of God, which ſhe con- 
fidered in the depth ofher ſorrows : ſhe her ſelf no 


It is true,that great proſperities do not ealily cor» 
rupt ſouls,which have taken a good temper in the 
fear of God,; yet notwithſtanding they wound, and 
in ſome ſort change them. A little Bee ſometimes 
goeth ſo long upon her honey,thatby much walking 
there,ſhe entanglech her wings: ſo a ſoul; yea one of 
thoſe which are the moſt devour, being continually 
ſoothed by a long ſequel of good ſucceſſes of the at. 
fairs of the world,taketh ſome ſmall flight out of ic 

30 ſelf,and ſecketh recreation in a ſmiling ahd delicate 
air, which affordeth itnothing but objects of de. 
light: but ſo ſoon as adyerſity bath given its blow, it 
re-entreth into it ſelf, it foldeth it ſelf within ir 
ſelf; it taſteth it ſelf, it knowerth it ſelf , it findeth 
Godin the bottom of its heart,afflicted and perplex- 
ed with the revolutions of the world;it raiſeth it ſelt 
above the ways of the Moon, and- the tracks of the 
Sun, to that goodly Temple of Eternity, where ſpi- 
rits live deſpoiled from theſe maſſes of fleſh and 


whit affrighted,took up the mangled bodies of theſe 49 A which we drag along with us in this mortal 


innocent creatures,and gathered together the ſcat- 


tered members as well as ſhe could, ſaying : Poor 
Children, 1 bewail not your death, although it cannot be too 
much bemoaned. You are dead like little Abels, like little In 
nocents, for ſaking the earth, profaned with the crimes of your tt1= 
eles to haſten to poſſeſs a ploce in Heaven ; you hve out run me, 
to live hereafter in the boſgm of your grand- father. But I ſorrow 
for theſe Cains, and thgſe Herods, who ſo treacherouſly ha: e 
murdered you, and who, whereſoever they are, I aſſure myſelf do 
earry pincers and executioners in thely hearts, They ought at 
leaſt to bear reſpeft to the aſhes of their ſather, they ought to have 


life. 


This is the way which the wiſe C/:ti/aa took fo 
ſoon as ſhe was alienated from the Court, and dif. 
entangled from affairs,which ſhe never had uſed but 
for obligation of conſcience; ſhe entreth into a ſweet 
retirement,where it ſeemed unto her that naturehad 
not diſplayed the mountains and valleys,the forreſts 
and rivers,but to make her a theater of the works 
of God. She relithed this retreat , as Manna from ' 


compaſsion on the tenderneſs of your bodies ; They ought ſonee» $0 Paradiſe, and taſted this deep ſilence with incredible 


what to regard my age and the care 1 heve had to breed them , 
ſence the death of the King. And had they concluded unon this 
maſſacre when they took you from my houſe, they ſhould have 
executed you in myarms; 1 at the leaſt had cloſed up your dy. 
ing eyes with my fingers, I had wiped away the bloud from your 
faces, I bad encouraged you to death, I bad received your laſt 
frghs in my boſom. Alas, my pretty creatures little did 1 think 
the kiſſes 1 gave you at your departure, were to be the laſt 1 
ſhould afford in your life. Pure and innocent ſouls departed from 
theſe bodies in an age, wherein you were ignorant of (ins wh'<h 
never approached your knowledges, much leſs defiled your bodies. 


Beho!d from thoſe Palaces of itars and light your afflifted mo- 6O 


ther, whom God hath as yet left on earth to give burial to your 
bodies, 

Speaking this,ſhe cauſed them to be carried away 
that ſhe might beſtow them in the tomb of their 
grand-father, where being her ſelf perſonally arr:- 
ved, nature evicted a huge tide of tears from: her 
conſtancy and cauſed her to ſay : 


My moſt honoured Lord and hasband, who ſo cordially loved 
me in this life, will you not oper unto me your ſacred tomb to 


delight, after ſo many confuſed clamours of the 
broylments of Court. It ſeemed unto her that ne 
then ſpake to God, face to face; and that ſhe ſaw all 
the pride of the earth much lower then her feer, Her 
ſoul was whitened with her tears, was purified in 
herdeſires,and vapoured our all intoGod,as it were, 
through the limbeck of her ardent charity. 


The holy Lady,who had heretofore loved to be. 
hold her ſelf ſhine in the majeſty of ſumptuous ar- 
tire,to render her ſelf more acceptable to her hys- 
band,more illuſtrious in the eyes of ber people,was 
cloathed ſo modeſtly, that her hiſtory telleth,ſhe was 
ſeen to be covered with courſe cloth. She who here- 
tofore was altogether ſparkling with. precious ſtones, 
appeared now 1n the livery of penance. She who had 
endeavoured temperately to entertain a mortal 
beauty for the contentment of her dear husband , 
was wholly waſted with mortifications of the fleſh. 


enteriain me near you ? Behold here your grand-children, which JO She who after ſo many vitories of one ot the moſt 


T bring unto yous little bloſſoms cus off in the tenderneſs of theiy 
ape, by the hands of their Vncles, your children and mine. Moſt 


valianteſt husbands that ever was, had been led a. 


long triumphant in the chariot of glofy, converſed 
now 
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with widows and orphans, going as it were perpe- 
tually on foot, were it not that the weakneſs of her 
body diſpenſed with her therein, by the counſel of 
thoſe who undertook the care of her health, She, 
who had ſeen all the ſervices of a greatMonarchy at 
her feet, was then continually proſtrate at the feet 
ofthe poor , whom ſhe ſerved as the living Images 
of God. She, who had taken ſome care to manage 
revenues, as the ſinews of State, deſpoiled her ſelf 
as it were from things moſt neceſſary for |ife, to 
ſaccour the neceſſities of the people. She,who had 
delighted to build goodly Palaces, had not any affe- 
Rion but for Monalteries and/Churches, which ſhe 
caufed to be erected every where, with ſo much li- 
berality as'her means would,ſpermit. This divine 
woman was as the Moon in eg{ipſe, which appeareth 
wholly dark on the ſide towards che earth, bur fail. 
eth-not to be moſt radiant on'that part wherewith 
ſhe looketh cowards Heaven. © $o thoſe who beheld 
this Princeſs with carnal eys in ſuch a ſtate, 
was eclipſed; but God, whe in this retirement 
darted on her, rays of glory through che Cloud of 
the body, cauſed her to ſee with eys of Angels, as 
a ſoul wholly inveſted with the Sun of juſtice, 

As ſhe was in the ſweetneſs of this repoſe, news 
came unto her very haſtily, that ſhe mult return to 
Courr, to appeaſe the diſcord between her children 
who were ready to encounter one another, and to 
embroil the Kingdom in the deſperate defolations 
of Civil war. 

The good woman did not as thoſe, who hold re- 
tirement from the vanities of the world as a puniſh- 
ment, nor ever are with themſelves, unleſs neceſfity 
makethem take the way,which they cannot ele&t by 
reaſon. So ſoon as ſhe underſtood theſe importuni. 
ties, which call'd her back co the affairs of the world, 
ſhe haſtened ro p:oſtrace her ſelf at the ſepulcher of 
S. Martin, ſhedding forth bitter tears, and ſaying : 
My Gd, you kaow my heart, and that it is neither for ſear of 
pain, nor weat of courage, that Iretired from the Court of my 
ebild-en ;, but that ſeeing their d:portmen's and eff airs in ſuch 
a condition, that 1 could a0t think my ſelf any way able to profit 
them by my counſels, I made choice of the means which 1 
thought myſt likely to belp them, which are Prayers. And behold 
me bere now humbled at the Tomb of one of your great ſervants 
eo beg of you by bis merits and aſbes, to pacifie the differences of 
theſe unturtunate children, and to bebold withthe ey of your ac- 
erft.m:d mercics this poor peuple and Kingom of France, to 
which you have configned and given (0 many: pledges of your 
faithful lwve. My Gd, if you think my preſence may ſerve to 


_ ſweeten th: (harpneſs of theſe (piri's, I will neither have con 


fideration if my Ags nor health ; but ſhall ſacrifice my (elf in 
this veyage for the publich : but if I may be of no other uſe, 
but to land as an unprofitable buithen, as I with much 7taſon 
perſrade my ſelf, 1 conjure you for your own goodneſs [ehe, to 
receive my bumble prayers , aid accommodate their affiiys y 
aud evey to preſerve unto me the hour which I bgv? to ſerve 
you in this retirement. 

A moſt miraculous thing : it is obſerved that at 
the ſame time when the holy woman prayed at the 
romb, the Arms of the brothers now ready toen- 
counter to pour forth a Neluge of blood, ſuddenly 
ſtopped , and theſe two Kings not knowing by what 
ſpirit they were moved murvally ſent to each other 
an Embaſſage of peace, which was corcluded in the 
place, to the admiration and contentment of the 
whole world. This much confirmed C/oti/da in her 
holy reſolution, wherein ſhe lived to great decre. 


pitneſs of Age. Andin the end, having had revela. 


tionof rhe day of her death, ſhe ſent for her rwo 
ſons, Childebert and Clotharius, whereof this, who 
was the moſt harſh, was in ſome ſort become hum- 
ble, having undergone certain penances appointed 


to den, 1 moſt ſenſibly felt thoſe flines, yielding 


ſaid ſhe 20© © good!ly matter to unpeople the wild, to enlarge 


1 was as # were ieſolved to paſs out of th: world without 
ſeeing you, not for the hatied of your perſons, which cannot 
fall into a ſoul ſuch as mine, but fer th. borrour of your deport- 
ments, that cannot be juſlificd but by repentance. God karws 
1 bavirg bebeld you ſo many 14mes to abandon the eſpe? you —_ 
to my age, and the authority which nature gave me over your 
breeding, never have endeaviuriad to jut off the heart of a ma- 
ther towards you, which 1 yet retain upon the brink of my tomb, 
I begged you of God b: fore your birth, with dr fires which then 
ſeemed unto me reaſonab'e, but whi ch perhaps were too webe- 
men'; and if ever motbty were paſſionate in the love of ber chil- 

my ſoul as a 
to all cares, and my body to trauils, to breed nd; wes —_, þ.4 
with pains, which are not ſo ordiuaiy with Vueen- mothers, 

I expefited from your nature ſome correſpondence to my cha- 
ritable affeftions,when you ſhould arrive to the Age of diſcrets- 
on. 1 imagined aſter the death of your father, my moſt bouour- 
ed Lord, that my Age which began to decline , ſhould find ſome 
comfort in your piety. But you have done that which 1 will 
paſs under ſilence ; For it ſeemed to me youy ſpirits bave as 
much horrour of it as mine, which yet bleedeth at it, nor do 1 
know whes time will ſtauch the vl;od of a wound ſo bideoxs. 

Out alas , my children ! You ptr ſwaded your felves it was 

uy 

and to violate nature, 10 eflabliſh your Throzes mh "5, blood 
of your allies ; which i a mo(t execrable frengie. Foy 1 pro- 
teſt at this hour, wherein Igo to render an account of mine 
att;ons before the living God, tht I ſhould 7 ather wiſh tobeve 
brought you into the world to br the vaſſols of Peaſants 
then to ſee the Scepter in your hands, if it {tryed you to no 
other uſe, but to authorize your crimes. Blind as you are, who 
behold not that the Diamonds of a Royal Crown, ſweat with hor- 
r0u7 upon a head porſoned with ambition. When you ſhall ar- 
rive to that period wberein I am now, what will it belp you to 
bave worn Purple, if having defiled it with your ordures, you 
muſt make az exchange with a habit of flames, which ſhall no 
more wear out then eternity ? 


' Return, my children, 10 the fair way you have forſaken : 
you might have ſeen by what paths the providence of God, led 
the King your father to the Throne of his Monarchie : you 
might bave alſo obſerved the diſaſters of Kings our neay allies 
for that they wandered from true pit'y. That little ſhadow 
whichyou yet retain of boly ReVigion, bath ſuſpended the haud 
of God, and withbeld the fatal blow, which he would otherwiſe 
have let fall upon your flate, If you perfoſt in evil, you will 
provoke his iuflice y the con'empt of bis mercie. Above all, be 
united with « band of conſtant peace : ſorby dividing your 


40 hearts, you diſunite your Kingdoms ; and deſi:ing to build up 


your fortunes by your diſſentions, you will make deſolate your 
houſes. Do juſtice to your poor peopl”, who lived under the 
reien of your father with ſo much tranquilitie, and which your 
divuifrons bavenuw covered all over with aceybjties, 18 it not 
time to fo get what 13 paſt, and tobegin to live then, whes you 
muſt begin to die-? My children, 1 give you the laſt farewell, 
end pray you to remember my poor ſoul, and to lodge my body in 
the Sepulcher of the King your faiber, as I bave ever deſired, 


. The Saint ſpeaking this, ſaw that theſe children” 
who had before been fo obduagge, were wholly di(- 


$O ſolved into tears, and ng gon her bed, kiſſed 


her hands, having their ſpeech ſo interrupred with 
{obs, they could not anſwer one word. Thereupon 
ſhe drew the curtain over all worldly affairs, to be 
onely entertained with God. And her maladie dai- 
ly encreaſing, ſhe pronounced aloud the profeſſion 
of the Catholick fairh, wherein ſhe died; then re- 
quired the Sacraments of the Euchariſt and extream 
Union, which were adminiſtred unto her, and by 
her received with infinite devotion. From thence 


cO forward ſhe for ſome time onely lived on extaſies of 


her ſoul, turning thar little breath which remained 
on her lips, to the praiſes of God : and in the end, 
rendered up her happyGhoſt, the third day of Z«xe, 
on the frſt hour of the nighr, pronouncing in the in- 
ſtant of death theſe words: Adte Domine leva- 
vi animam meam: Dems mens in te confido, nox 
erubeſcam. 


The Hiſtory telleth, that the chamber where ſhe 
died,at the inſtant when her ſoul departed out of her 


him by Pope Agarctzs, toexpiate many exorbitan- 70 body, appeared very lightſom, and chat her ſacred 


ces which he had commirred , for ſuch is the moſt 
common opinion, Theſe two Kings being came, 
the mother ſpake to them in theſe terms : 


members yielded forth a moſt ſweer favour, which 
lett to all there preſent a great eſtimation of ber ſan- 
3 ctity, 


Rity, Her body was interred, as ſhedefired, at the 
feet of $, Genewefwe: for ſhe was ſo humble,that ſhe 
accounted her ſelf mot happ ,to ſubmit her diadem 
to the aſhes of a poor ſhepherdeſls. Her memory 
hath been ſo honourable throughout all Fraxce , 
that ſhe is yet reverenced under che name of $ Clo- 
the, which is the Vulgar word. 

O woman, truely worthy to bear aCrown of ſtars! 
gold filver,and precious ſtones are too baſe for you 
If ſtatues ſhould be erected ſuitable to your deſert, 
Diamonds, Emerayldsand Topazes,which have been 
employed on the pourtrats of the Queens .of «/£- 
gypt , would be of too mean a value in reſpect of 
your prayles. | 

Oh Queens, oh Princeſſes, nay, oh Ladies, and 
Gentle-women, why do not you at the leaſt in your 
houſes, that which ſhe performed in an ample King» 
Yom ? What a glory ? What an Empire ? and what 
a triumph, to iſſue from the houſe ofa King of Byr- 

m__ an innocent lamb,a poor orphan, married 
tor 
tries, which ſeemed then a forreſt of ravenous beaſts, 
yet knew ſo well how to charm them with invinci. 
ble ſpels of her piety, as to convert a King warlike , 
haughty, a Pagan, and in converting him to change 
the whole face of a great Monarchy ? 

All that which we retain of Religion, piety, and 


happineſs under God, we ow to this holy Queen, -. 


O France, France,my dear Country ! how art thou 


bound to her memory, to her name,to her virtue, & . 


how much oughteſt thou to preſerve the precious 
treaſure of faith, which ſhe hath ſo happily recom- 
mended unto thee by her example ! 

I ſpeak not at all now of the particular favours 
thou haſt received from Heaven : I ſay nothing of 
thy flower-de-luces,of thy holy V:ol, ot thy Stand. 
dard,of thy cure of the Kings Evil, and other ſuch 
like. I onely mention that which thou mayett boaſt 
; b*forethe face of all Nations}, nor ever ſhalt thou 
a looſe the glory which S. Gregory the Great, an in- 
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after the publication ofthe'Gojpel. Pola yd accoun- 
teth ſix huudred and two anUfifty'years fincefit was” 


Chriſtian: Af:ſcovia ſix hundred and two ard 
twenty. Thou ( O France alone art it, to whom fe- 
ſms Chriſt being in the agony of hisdolorous paſſion 
when he recommended his mother to S. Fohy, and 
bis ſoul to his facher,deſigned, and miraculouflly de- 
puted a Paſtour, to wit, the glorious S. Deys, who 
received the firſt rays of the knowledge of God in 
this eclipſe, which happened at the death of our $a. 
viour,”o diffuſe his divine _— atterward with his 
bloud upon the mountains,where thy Virgins do as 
yeta lead a life wholly Angelical. 

O Fraxce, wherefore haſt thou enlightned all the 
parts of the world with thy conqueſts 2 Wherefore 
thy Kings having communicated themſelves with fo 
much ſweetneſs and facility, have they augmented 
their Majeſty by familiarity with the people, which 
uſually diſfolverh ic 2 Why have they appeared as 
Amethiſts, which ſhine ſo much the more, as they are 


eſpight,and to enter into a Court full of Idola- 2® often worn ? Why haſt thou been a Seminary of all 


great ſpirits ? Why haft thou in all times held pre- 
dominance in learning and ſciences, like unto the 
Altar of che Sun, from whence light is borrowed 
to illuminate all other lamps ? Why doit thou aſto- 
niſh all Hiſtories with the continuance of thy Mo» 
narchy, to which there is none to be found compa- 
rable in the world ? Why hath God ſo many times 
enriched thee by thy loſſes, ennobled thee by & dife 
aſters,raiſed thee by thy ruins and precipices, 
fecirgne cadends, 
We caderes ? 

Is it not for having preſerved this precious jewel of 
Clotilda.this faith,this Religion,which ſhe hath con. 
ſigned to thy Kings, and to thy people ? Oh blind, 
if thou knoweſt it not ! Oh inſenſible, if thou neg- 
leReti it ! Oh unfortunare, if thou looſeſt it! Go 
yer, and ſee the aſhes of this good Princeſs , which 
are in thy Capital City, aſhes worthy to be* kiſſed 
of Queens, honoured by Kings, and reyerenced by 


comparable man, who flouriſhed above a thouſand 40 all people. 


years ſince, gave thee in his books, when he calleth 
thee, the lamp of the whole world, and faith, thy 
Monarchs as much ſurpaſſed all other ſoveraign 
Princes,as Kings tranſcend the people. 

I pronounce that, which thou mayeſt publiſh as 


rom. 10. A priviledge very extraordinary,that Conſtantine the 


hows Ciri- Great made heretofore a decree, which was atter- 
1960, Con, 


ward engraven upon the Altar of S. Sophia, in the 
primeChurch of Coyſtantinople,by which he expreſ- 


So long as there ſhall be Sacrifices and Altars, An- 
gels and men,the name of holy C/ori/da ſhall live, & 
pread it ſelf with a ſweet odour through all the Pro. 
vinces ofChriſtendom;and my pen, which taketh its 
flight much further then my deſign intended, ſhal be 
the meſſenger of her greatneſs, with ſo much the 
more tidelity,as it hath confidence in her protection 
L will alſo to crown this work, repreſent unto you 

a Lady iſſued of her bloud, a grand-child of one of 


ly forbad all his poſterity, to make any alliances or 3© her ſons who hath done in Spaix,that which this in 


marriages with forreigners whereſoever underHea- 
ven,except the Frexeh Nation , as if this Religious 
Monarch had foreſeen that they were the Kings of 
France who ſhould ſecond him in the zeal he bear 
to the ſupport of the Church, ' See and conſider the 
favours God hath done thee herein. Behold thy 
neighbours, behold che powers and foveraigntics of 
the earth, beho!d the Empires and Kingdoms: where 


15 it,that one alone may be found from the memory 


of men, which hath received Catholick Religion 
with more favour,which hath defended it withmore 
courage, which hath preſerved it with more con- 
fancy ? Behold the Reman Empire, and thou ſhalt 
ſee preſently after Conſtantive, his ſons to be Here- 
ticks,and his ſon-in-law an Apoſtata. Behold Italy, 
and thou ſhalr ſee it ſhelrered under the proteRion 
of thy Kings. Behold Spain, & thou ſhalt ſee it over- 
run with Geths, Vandals,and Saracens, and the<cep- 
terin the hands of Arias Kings, 


and thou ſhalr ſee, thatir did not ſeriouſly receive 
the faith,tillſix hundred years were fully expired, 


France,converting her husband to the faich, andby 
conſequence gained the Nation, 
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INDEGCOND 15S. 
Iſſued from the bloud and houſe of Clotilda , 
tranſporteth the Cathalick faith into 
Spain, 


A Bout the year five hundred foureſcore and 
| three, Levigildus an Arian Prince, reigned in 
Spin, who ſeeing the houſe of Fraxce held ſupere- 
minency amonglt all the Kingdoms of the world , 
ſought the alliance thereof , and obtained for wife 
to his eldeſt ſon, called Hermingildys, the daughter 
of Sigebert, grand child of Clcti/da, named in Hi- 
ltory Indegondis, © 


Behold Ergland, .,,, She was one of the moſt accompliſhed Princeſſes 


of thatAge,in whom beauty, grace and virtue, made 
together an admirable harmony,to purchaſe her the 
; hearty 


Part 2, 


part.2. 


HOLY COURT. 


h-arts of all the word, Every one lamentcd thatthis 
bright dxy-brexk, which began to enhighten Fraxce 
with its rays, went at her riſing into a Countrey , 
where the $un ſeiterh, and char to many fingular per 


feRt.ons were ſeparated from that Kingdom which 


had 5iven chem bir:h, The good virgin, who had no 
other object, but the obedience ſhe ought to render 
thoſe to whom nature had ſubje&ed her,went well 
pleaſed, beſides was ſomething ſatisfied with the title 


The Lady: 


uſed upon this marriage, France might ſtil) have Pa- 
gan.1f the mother overcame an 1dolater,the daugh- 
ter m2y well prevail on an Arian. 

Yet they whuch ſpe-k :hns, judged not the conver- 
ſton of herecicks to be much more difficult then char 
of pagans,as well for the intolerable pride which or- 
dinarily poſſeſſeth cheir ſpirits,as for a cercain ma. 
lediction, which ſeemech to be ctied to thoſe who yo. 
luntarily withdraw themſelves from the light, and 


of a Queen, which ſhe might juſtly one day expeR, 10 ſhake off the yoke of lawful powers. 


But lircle knew ſhe the combats and difficulties that 
waited on her in the ſame place,where ſhe hoped to 
gather nothing elſe but flowers, 

1 don-t think hell can ever produce a miſchief 
like unto hereſy : which wholly peryerting good 
affairs,inſtantly haſteneth to drench al! the content. 
ments of this innocent ſoul in a deluge of tears. Alas 
a million of tortures well deſerve to be employed 
upon the criminal ſouls of thoſe,who were the fir it 


Yet notwithſtanding conſiderarion; of State tranſ- 
ported her,and [»degondis would take her fortune 
promiſing her ſelf fo much affiſtance of God, thar 
not onely ſhe ſhould ſtand firm in the piety of her 
Anceſtours, but that if it were poſſible , ſhe would 
ſave her husband: ſuppoſing to her ſelf he was nei. 
ther of marble nor1ron, nor to be mollified with 


' the attraQives of her ſcx- 


The courageous maid was waited on into Spaiy,by 


authours of this monſter. For it in all Ages bath dif- 20 a flouriſhing conduR of French Nobilicy,where ſhe 


turbed States of Princes, ruined ſo much generous 
Nobility and ſowed diviſion among the moſt ſettled 
amities. 

The wiſe of that time much apprehended the ſend- 
ing of this yourg maid into $; 4x, to marry her to 
an hererical Prince, to place her in a Court wholly 
infeted with hereſy, where no other objeRts ſhould 
be preſented unto her,but errour and vice. Behold 
(faid they) a goodly veſſel well rigged, well furniſh- 


wasreceived with very great applauſes, for the re. 
putation which the name of France had acquired in 
the opinion of all the people, 

The King Levigi/du her father-in-law,was mar- 
ried upon ſecond nuprials ro an Arian wite, named 
Gczintha, who was as deformed of body as mind : 
notwithſtanding, ſhe had charmed the heart of this 
old man,by 1 know not whac kind of ſleights, that 
ſhe held predominance upon affairs, and bent as it 


ed,well guidcd,which hath fails ot linnen, cordege 30 were all his wills at her pleefure, 


of purple, and oars of ſilver, but they go about to 
expoſe it to a rough tempeſt. Behold an excellent 
meadow all enamelled with moſt delicious beauties 
of nature , bur they endeavour to oppoſe it to 
cruel Northern blaſts. Behold a chryſtal well po- 
liſhed, ſmooth,and delicate, but they ſeek to hazard 
ir to ihe ſtrokes of the hammer. Beholda ſtatue all 
reſplendent with gold, and precious ſtones, but the 

trample it under toot. What will a child be able to 


She ſhewedin the beginning an extraordinary af- 
fection to this marriage, and went in perſon to the 
Princeſs.giving her ſuch fair entertainment, that it 
ſeemed ſhe went about ro over whelm her with 
courtelies. 

Yet was it to behold night and Aurora in one and 
the ſame Charior,to ſee theſe two Princeſſes rope. 
ther. or G-izintha, beſides other deformitics of = 
perſon,was become blind of one eye : and Indegous 


do amongſt ſo much malice ? Az age ſo tender, a- 40 is laying afide ſo many excellent parts , which ſhe 


mong!! ſo many heads grown hoary in fin ? A great 
{impitcity amongſt ſo many ſnares ? A maid which 
hath no recommerdation bur chaſtity and obedi- 
ence, amorgit ſo many wicked commands? Do we 
think that a father-in-law,a husband, a mother-in- 
law will have ro power over her ſp.rit ? That plea- 
ſures will not allure her ? That ihedignity of a 
Kingdom will not move her 2 Thatthe luſtre of a 
Diadem will not dazle her eyes, and force prevail 
upon her ? 1f that ſhould be given her which ſhe de- 
ſerveth it were fit to afford her all but the power to 
ruin her ſelf. 

Others ſaid very temperately, that we muft not 
believe,thar by gaining a Kingdom ſhe ſhould looſe 
religion : that the was of bloud fo illultrious,it re- 
ceived no blemiſh, that ſhe would rather dy then 
diſhonour her birth, that ſhe would endure all the 
rorments of Martyrs rather then betray her faith. 
And that if needs ſhe muſt make ſhip-wrack of all 


bad from nature,appeared on that day in her attire 
like unto thoſe Goddeſſes which the Poets and 
Painters form, according to the moſt advantageous 
idxa's of their ſpirits. 

Hermingild«s her husband beholding her ſo ac- 
compliſhed , calily felt the glances ſhot from her 
eyes, were raysfrom her, but arrows for his bearr, 
from whence he could receive nought but honour. 
able wounds. Never any man bound himſelfto a 
creature of the world with a love fo forcible,ſo ho. 
neſt,and ſo innocent,as did this Prince to this admi- 
rable Virgin. From the firſt arrival, and firſt glance 
of the eye, he felt his ſoul tranſported with a ſweet 
violence,and it ſeemed unto him this ſkranger came 
to negotiate with him a love, much different from 
that of fleſh and bloud. 

It isa poſition, which hath been ſufficiently ar- 
gued by ancient Sages, touching the encounter of 
amiries, which are ſo diverſly applied to objects, 


her fortunes,thart the laſt plank ſhe would embrace, gg ſometimes by ordinary ways,as by a manifeſt refle- 


ſhould be a good conſcience : that ſhe ſhould be af- 
ſifted by a $00d Council, that would never ſorſake 
her : that there were as yet in Spain very many Ca- 
tholicks, whoſe rears ſhe would wipe away,and 
ſweeten their acerbitics: That her husband,a yourg 
Prince, was not ſo obdurate, but that ſhe might hope 
one day to joyn him to the Catholick faith ; Wo- 
men are infinitely powerful, when rhey once have 
gained the heart of a man. In the end, that ſhe muſt 


tion of beauty and goodneſs , fometimes alſo by 
paſſages altogether extraordinary, in ſuch fort, that 
it is very hard todivine from whence the knot grow- 
eth, which tieth rwo perſons who never have ſeen 
one another, ſo ſuddenly, that it is done in an in- 


ſtant, and ſo infeparably , that it laſteth even to the 


romb.Some have faid,it proceedeth from ſecret in- 
fluences of the ſame ſtars, which predominate at the 
their births , a matter , which they verily bave 


refle& on the example of her | qr Hon , who70 ado ro make good. Others have thought it is a 


had converted her hushand, with all his Courr ; and 


work of fortune, and that loves were ſhuMied cos 


ifthen cold and timorous conſiderations bad been gether like cards, to marry ſometimes a Queen to 
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a Groom. Others have referred it to complexions 
of the body, and to reſemblance, which uſeth to be 
the mother of affeions , a thing very probable. 
Others to the qualities of humours, which is daily 
{ufficiently found. | 

But beſides this there is a certain ſecret touch,as in 
the Adamant, not tous throughly known, which 
readily ſtrikerh irs blow, and ſpeaketh in a dumb 
language in the bottom of hearts, For my part [ 
ſhould think that in this love which Hermingilanu 10 
bare to 1»degendis, there ſhould be ſome yery par- 
ticular paſſage of the Providence of God, who was 

leaſed conltantly to bind his heart to her , whom 
be intended to make uſe of for his converſion, 


TheeleventhSECTICN, 
The perſecttions of Indegondis, 


Ever Nuptials were more full of content, nor 
| amities 1gore faithful , nor beginnings more 
proſperous then were theſe, But there is ever inhu- 
mane chings ſome miſchief, which ſticketh on the 
moſt ſmiling felicities, and never giveth wine but 
with a mixture of dregs. 
| know not what kinde of fantafie poſſeſſed this 
wicked ſtep mother Geizintha, but ſhe became jea- 
Jous of the chaſt contentments of her ſon-in-law, al- 
rogether, as it were, beſotred of this admirablePrin- 
ceſs, whom he could not endure out of his ſight. She 
obſerved their converſation, their diſcourſes, their 3© 
pleaſures, & ever put her ſelf athwart their deſigns, 
becoming as troubleſom , as it ſhe had been one of 
thoſe malign ſpirits which uſe to obſeſs men. 
Indegonais , although ſhe paſſionately loved her 
husband, durſt not retuſe the flattering entertain- 
ment of this ſtep-mother, ror ſhew thar ſhe diſtaſt- 
ed the company of her ſex, to ſeek after a man, but 
the Prince extremely repined hereat, and could 
not diſſemble the jealoulie of his ſtep-mother, ſay. 
ing, She ought to be contented with the credit ſhe 4© 
bad in affairs, not to pry fo narrowly into his mar- 
riage, and by her importunities rake from him his 
deareſt Spouſe. The other let him underſtand, this 
frequent converſation and amity offered her,tended 
to ko Other end, but to convert her to her Religion, 
ttereby to render her the more *obſequious to his 
will. And verily ſhe well witneſſed this deſign was 
deeply engravenin her heart. For ſhe neither ſpa- 
red endeavour nor ſubtle pratice ta ſeduce this in. 
nccent Princeſs, firſt waging war againſt her in the 50 
ſhape ol a Dragon, afterward of a Lion, 
She told her with much cunning, that God might 
as well be ſerved in one Religion asin another ; 
That we ought ro zccommodate our ſelves to the 
place,where Fortune hath ranked us ; that it was 
the chiefeſt policy of a Kingdom, to fatisfie the will 
and inclinations of the King: That ſhe was not come 
into Spain tO give Law, but example of obedience; 
That her husband never could fauhfully love her, 
whileſt ſhe entertained any other ſenſe, other laws, g,, 
and other Sacraments then himſelf ; That never 
could the be a Queen of people,if ſhe embraced not 
the faith of the people over whom ſhe was to com- 
mand : That it wasa folly to fear the reproaches of 
Fraxce, where the wiſeſt would ever think ſhe had 
done diſcreetly, to ſubmit to the times: T har if the 
ſame faults are pardonable in thoſe, who in erring, 
authorize themſelves with a multitudeof great com- 
plices, no man could argue her juſtly of a verity, 
which ſhe had entertained with awhole Kingdom. 
The wicked woman ceaſed not to affli& the in- ' © 
nocent ears of this young Princeſs with ſuch like 
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The Lady. Part », 


words: but ſhe who had not herein a pliant ard 
yielding ſpirit , proteſted, that if ſFe perbiſted to 
maintain theſe diſcourſes, it would enforce her to 
forſake her company, and that it was rot needlul to 
uſe ſo many ſubtleties , ſor ſooner ſhould her hearc 
be torn out of her belly , then her Religion from 
her ſoul, 1n ſaying this, ſhe went out of her cham. 
ber, ſhewing unto her an eye ſweetly diſcontented, 
with « ſoul well reſolved : with which the other of. 
fended, notwithſtanding diſſembled her anger , fo 
much ſhe feared to difturb her ; but quickly after- 
ward endeavouring to make this breach up again, 
ſhe tendred her a thouſand proteſlations of affeRi- 
on, and ceaſed not totire her out with flatteries, 
whereat the poor Tndegendss was much perplexed, 
and could not any longer handle the matter ſo as 
not to expreſs her diſdain, 

Notwithſtanding Goizintha, who loſt not hope to 
ſeduce her, attempted once again to get ber to be 
baptized after the Arian manner, alledging a thou- 
ſand reaſons , whereunto the Prirceſs anſwered ve- 
ry wiſely; That foe Was (thanks be to Ged) well chri- 
fened in the Name of the Father , the Sin, axd the 
Holy Ghoſt \, and that if the water of the Baptiſm of the 
Arians had been caſt on her head , although foe loved 
her bair as well 4s any woman of her ſort. ſhe would cnt 
it eff, and tear away the skin , which had been de filed 
With [ach an execraticn. 

The ſtep-mother hearing theſe words, ſhifted a 
way, and faid all foaming with choler, That fince ſhe 
would not be baptized after the Ariay manner, ſhe 
would prepare another kinde of Baptiſm for her, 
which would waſh her from the head to the foot : 
And thereupon enraged , ſhe put her ſelfupon a 
pratice wholly barbarous,which is related by Saint 
Gregor) the Great, and many others , to wit, that 
after ſhe had Grapged this poorPrincels by the hair, 
and tormented her even to the cffuſion of ſome 
blood ſhe cauſed her to be taken by two or three of 
her waiting women, commanding them to ſtrip her 
ſtark naked , then to binde her with cords by the 
arms, and in this poſture plunge her ina pool, ina 
very cold ſcaſon of the year. 

It was a pitiful ſpectacle to behold the daughter 
ofa King thus cruelly uſed in the ſame place where 
ſhe entred with ſo many triumphs.The impious Gei- 
zintha ſtood upon the brink of the pool, as ſhe, who 
bare ſway in this torture, and commanded her 
wicked ſervants to drench her in the water, not all 
at once, but by little and little, that ſhe might en- 
dure the longer Martyrdom. At every moment the 
miſchievous Queen cried out ; Say you are 4x Ari- 
an, a»d yor are ſafe, The holy Maid, who had not 
ſo cans parks" 4. 7 of deatb,as of her nakedneſs, 
anſwered a'oud ; Iam 4 Catholich, a Catholick I 
will dye : take away my life in this confuſion , neither 
fire nor water ſpall ever have ſo much force upou mey 
as to make me #nſay it. She was along time in this 
torment with a cornflancy, which amazed this bloo- 
dy ſoul, that ſo tortured her, In the end, ſhe again 
rook her garments, going out of the water, as from 
an Amphbichcater of her glorious battel, 


The twelfth SE c Tron. 


The retreat of Hermingildus, and his Conver- 
| = fon, 


H Ermingilaus who knew nothing of what had 
paſſed , beholding her ſomewhat pale, and 
weakned with ſuch harſh uſage, asked ber if ſhe felr 
any pain of body, or afMiRtion of minde, to diſco. 
lour her ſo much more then ordinary : but the wiſe 
Princeſs replied, It was nothing, and that there was 


not 
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not any thing ſo important, as to be worthy of his 
knowledge. 

He, who well perceived that ſhe by her diſcreti- 
on diſſembled ſome great affront , enquired very 
curiouſly of thoſe who might inform him,and ſome- 
what too ſoon diſcovered the cruel diſgrace, which 
his mother-in-law Geizintha had put upon his wife. 
This transfixed him with a dolour ſo ſenſible, and fo 
enkindled him with fire,and choler in his heart,thac 


TheL ady, 


a revolted Band, whic! hath horſ«ken the highway, to wander 
cr0(s the fields: you are ns! ignuraitt thit .h;s Aiius was a 


w:ched Prieſt, nho1a'ſed anberefie for dp gb', that be ws - 


uot made Biſhop; aud was v:jo ed, and jolemily condemned 
in a Council of three hundrid a«d eighteen Biſhops. Thiſe men 
were wiſe enough for you and me; I fix my (If u on their reſo- 
lutions, I follow the generality of the Chu. ch, 1 adhere to the bo- 
qd) of the tree, and you tie your ſelves toa rotten branch I 
bave no argument more fliong, then the ſucceſſion of lawſul 
Paſtours, then the conformity of the Univerſal Church, tben the 
ſuceeſſion of all Ages, then the Wiſdom, Sanity, and P.ety, 


if the fear of God, and the ſweetneſs of his wife had to which 1 ſee reſplendent on our fide. 


not ſerved for a counterpoize to his paſſion, he had 
torn this wicked Queen in pieces. But the good 
Tndrgoudis proftrating her ſelf at his feet, beſought 
him by all that which was moſt noble in him, not 
to precipitate the matter into ſuch extremities, and 
prevailed ſo well with her natural eloquence, that 
he was contented to remove preſently from the 
Court,and retire to Sevi/, which his father had gi- 
ven him for his livelyhood.- - 


Beſides, I come from a Country where we have (cen all the 
Arian K/ngs our neighbours ronad about, tohave had moft ux- 
happy ends: w'en in the m an time myg'eat Grand ſather, King 
Clodoyzus, for having ſmcerely embraced Catholi. k VF ligion, 
received ſo many bleſſinss from Heaven, that he ſiemt4 to have 
good bap and vittorics unde; his pay. I amaot the davghtey of 
a P;opbet, nor do 1 vant 10 have the (piri of Propheſic; but 1 
dare well foretell, the Kiagdom «if Spain ſball not be »f long 
contiauance lnleſs it vomit out this peſtilence of Ar4aniſm, 
which lics about the brart of it : I would to God, w thexp.nce 
of my life, 1 mig\41t eſtabliſh my Religion, then ſhould I account 


Then was the time, when thoſe chaſt loves, which 20/7 [el the moſt contented Queen of the wo (4. 


had been croſſed by the diſturbances of Goizintha, 
all obſtacles being -oyercome, enlarged themſelves 
as a River, which having broken its banks, poureth 
it ſelf with a viRorious current in the wideneſs of 
his Channel. Hermingildus could not ſufficiently 
fatisfie himſelf ro behold ſo many virtues in ſo great 
a beauty : the modeſty, which ſhe had ne in 
this laſt diſgrace, gave him apprehenſions of her pi. 
ety above all may be ſaid. 


I hoſe, who ſeek nothing in marriage but ſenſual 30 


pleaſure,which is more thin then ſmoak, and much 
Iighter then the wind, cannot imagine how much 
theſe fair amities, which are the daughters of vir- 
tues, nouriſh holy delights. Theſe are celeſtial fires, 
which are ever in the boſom of God , as in their 
ſphear. Itis he,who begetteth them, and breedeth 
them, they being not conſtrained to deſcend upon 
earth, to beg a cayttff nouriſhment from periſhable 
creatures, which promife ſo many wonders , and 
produce nought but wind. 


Hermingildus knew not what to anſwer to the 
firength of truth and love, two the moſt powerful 
things in the world , only he faid, it was a buſineſs 
which well deſerved to be pondered, and that theſe 
changes in perſons of his quality are ſubje& ro much 
cenſure, ifthey have not great reaſon for caution, 
The good Princeſs to give him full ſeiſure- to adviſe 
thereupon, handled the matter fo by her induſtry, 
that he conferred with S. Leander, who was a ſtrong 
pillar of the Catholick faith in Spain. The ſage Pre- 
late ſo well managed the ſpirit of this Prince, that 
with afliſtance of God, and the good offices of 7x- 
degondis; who moved Heaven and earth for this con- 
verſion, he drew him from errour.T his brave cou- 
rage ſo ſoon as he ſaw the ray of truth, needs would 
acknowledge and freely confeſs it, taking the 
Chriſmeof Catholicks with pormp and ſolemnity , 
even to the giving a "argeſ of golden coyns, which 
he purpoſely cauſed to be ſtamped a little roo ſud- 


We king bi | to b there- 
Theſe two great ſouls beheld one another with Geeby making Ws 077 mage W'Be ENFFIVER ters 


the eys ofthe Dove, and were mutually inflamed 
with afﬀfeRtions ſo honeſt and innocent, that Angels 
would not be aſhamed to entertain the like fires , 
fince they are thoſe of charity , which is the eternal 
furnace of all ſouls the moſt purified. 

Indegonass perceiving ſhe had already great pow- 
er in the affeQtion of her husband, and that there 
was no longer any ſtep-mother to diſſolve her de- 


ſigns, ſollicited him ſeriouſly for his converſion;and $0 


layd : 


SIR, I muſt confeſs unto y0u, the honour 1 bave received 
from your alliance (ermeth not accompliſhed, whileſt I behold be- 
tween us a wall of diviſion, whith ſeparateth us in belief and 
Sacraments. Since our amilies are come tothat point, as to en- 
foy al: in commen , and that they unite things moſt dif- 
ferext. why ſhou!d we divide God, who u moſt ſimple of nature * 
hy ſhruld we make two Religions and two Ali a s, ſince we 
now live in ſuch manner, that we bare but one table, one beart, 
and one bed ? 


Verily, $ 1 R, if 1 gaw the leaſt ray of truth ia the Set you 60 


profeſs, and ſome hepe of ſalvation, 1 would ſubmit thereunto, 
the more to oblige me to your perſoa, which I love above all the 
things in the world. But it is moſt undoubted, that you are ill 
reftificd, that you purſue a ſantaſiein Mead of a verity, and 
that dying in this ſtate, you looſe a ſoil. ſo zoble , which 
I wonld purchaſe wit! expence of my. blood. 1 b-aſt zot to be 
learaet, as you Arians , who bas e ſo many goodly allegat:- 
ous of Scripture, that you make the ignorant believe,Gedis all 
that, which to your ſelves you imagine, 

. SIR, I for my part think the chief wiſdom in matter of rc- 
I'g10n, ts, not 18 be ſo wiſe as you are, and to have a littts more 
ſubmiſſion of [ſpirit ;, fur frith u the saheritance of the humble, 
e141 never do the day if Grd ſhine tn a ſoul, which bath too 
wnuch light of man. You well ſce this beveſie of the Arians is 


on, with a Motto, which ſaid , Hereticam howinem 
devita : that is to ſay, we muſt avoid a Heretick , 
alluding to his father Levigildns. 

Diſputation, which concerneth the eſtate of Prin- 
ces,is a tickliſh piece ; where the moſt part of thoſe 
who ſpeak of it, uſe their own interelts.for Text, 
and their pafſion for Commentary, S.lence and 
peace, which are the rwo manſions of a good con- 
ſcience, are of much-more worth, then all che que- 
ſtions which enkindle diviſions. I think the beft do- 
Arine is that, which beſt knoweth how to cemecac 
up concord among Miters, Diadems, and Crowns, 
entertain the obedience of people towards their. 
Sovercigns, and if there be verities, which are the 
daughters ofthe Abyſs, and ſilence (as thoſe Anci- 
ents ſaid) to leave them inthe houſe of-their father 
and mother, where, though they novght avail,they 
ſhall ever be berter lodged then in publick, 

It is not vice, but the times, which divideth Saints, 
ard every one thinketh an affair probabie,which be 
hath taken upon the byaſs of his own underftand- 
ing. S. Leanacr approved the ſeparation of FHermin- 
gildas in Spain : S. Gregory of Toprs blamedir in 
France. 1. enter rot into all the conſiderations of 
them borh, bur 1 think this Prince took - ways 
too violent in his beginnings, levyirg arms againſt: 
his father, which were nor accordirg to the counſc 1 
of his wife , and I will have no other Authour, bug. 
himſelf, ſince he condemned his own deſign, fo 


7 © ſoon as he began to become holy, 
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The thirteenth SgcCTION, 


The reciprocal Letters of the father and the 


ſon, upon their ſeparation, 


 Ermingi/dus,extrecmly incenſed at the affront 
| t which he reccved inthe perſon moſt dear un- 
to him in the world, and who wanted not a Nobility 
round about him,that enkindled the fire of choler, 
bur!t forth in the beginning with violence, The 
father, an old ſuſpitious man, felt himſelf much dif. 
pleaſed with this alteration, & the ſtep mother ceaſ(- 
ed not to throw flames through her throat, and 
cry al.arm as loud as ſhe could, to tranſport affairs 
inſtantly,unto the utmoſt point of ſeyerity, 
Levioilde: nowwilhſtanding, before he would pro- 
ceed to excremities, ſought to do ſomething by let- 
ters, which arc tound couched in the Hiſtory where- 


in this Prince Aatcereth his ſon with fair words to , 


ſurprize bim.Behold here the copy of them : 

$0N, 1 would willingly ſry that unto you preſent, which 1 can- 
not ſuficiently expreſs in my letters. If you have as much con- 
fiaence in me «s 1 yet have love to ards you, I verily think were 
you with me, and alienated from the evil counſels of thoſe who a- 
buſe the fatitity of your excel/ent nature, 1 might do much upon 
our ſpirit, both as a father, and asa King ; ſo that at the laſt if 
you ferr my Scepter , you would love my charity which ſtill 
openeth its arms to your obedience, 1 have bred you np 
from your tender infancy, to make you beir of my Cromn ; 
and ſince you arrived to full age, 1 have conferred ſo many bene. 
fits on you , that they hace ſurmounted y our hopes, and as it were 


IO 


The Lady, 


liberty of an honeſt repoſe, lef# our arms may be as ſhameful for 
the Conquerony, at miſerable 20 the ranquithed. : 


Levigildns was more exaſperated upon theſe let- 
ters, and the wicked Step-mother ceaſed not to rub 
the ſore as much as ſhe might, All deſigns tended 
to war : the father upon the one ſide meketh great 
levies of ſouldiers, the ſon fortifieth $evil and Cor- 
dova, ard draweth to his party ſome Forces of the 
Empire, having ſent an honourable Embaſſy to the 
Emperour of Ceftantinople, which was at that time 
Tiberius, to intreat great ſuccours, Ads ofhoſtilj- 
ty were R—_ both by the one and other part , 
and in the end Hermingi/dxs 1s beſieged in Sew1l , 
where he made his 6a the ſpace of two or three 
years after his departure from the Court, King Le. 
wigildas, who was an old fox, endeavoured : b. tO 
entertain the Catholicks with much ſweetneſs, to 
divert them from his ſons ſide, and gaineth by force 
of money many mercenaries, who well diſcovered 
they had no other faith, but that-which their fortune 
would give them. 


The fourteenth SECT10oN, 


The Treaty of peace betwein Levigildus and 
his ſon, by the mediation of Indegondis, 


T He war was yet like to continue very long, had 
it not been that the Princeſs, weary to behold 


drained my liberaluies. I have pu @ Scepter into your hand, to 30 theſe calamities that took beginning from an affront 


ſerve your father with the more authority, and not to deliver it 
over 10 mine enemy. Thave cauſed you to be ſtiled a King,to be. 
come @ ſupport to my Crown, «nd no: a Lord over mine Empire. 
T have given you all. to repoſe my old age upon the hoje of your 
duty, and not 10 affl # me. 

And yet nowithſtanding, after 1 have done all this, beyond 
cufiom, beyond your age, and above your n.erit, you pay me with 
impiety and ingratitude, Fgbeft yet a little, and the law of 
nature will give you that which you ſeek by ambition, Al'edge 
not Religion uno me to juſtifie your arms, it hath been a crime 
in you 10 take a Religion contrary to my Commands ; and an im- 


which ſhe had endeavoured to diſſemble with fo 
much prudence, beſonght her busbarid with great ten- 
derneſs of tears, to reconcile himſelf to his father. He 
touched at that inſtant with a quite other ſpirit then 
he had heretofore felt, proftrated himſelf before the 
Altar, and proteſted betore God, that he abandon- 
ed all che juſtice of his cauſe for the onely confide. 
rations of piety,and would rather dy then proſecute 
thoſe diſſentions any further, to the prejudice of 


piety in your Reltgron, 10 ſeparate your ſelf from my ebediexce. 4© charity. He went out wholly changed upon this hee 


I counſel! you as a friend and command you as a father, 10 yender 
your ſelf 2s ſoen as poſſibly you may at my Court, ard ſet your 
felf in the way of duty ; otherwiſe 1 fear you may umslore mer« 
cy,whei: there will be no other Kingdom found for you,but that of 
K'':ceC 
, Hermis9ilds deliberated upon the anſwer he was 
to make theſe Letters : but his C onncil too fervent 
ſhewed him, it was now no time to retire back, that 
he had to do with a manimperious, and turbulent, a 
mother-in-law irreconcileable, who had no other 
aim but to ruin him : ard that if he rook not arms 
to defend bis own life,he would be chaſed away 
like a beaſt,and ſhould nor fad ſafety evenin de. 
ſarrs. Behold the cauſe why he wrote back in this 


manner. 

Sir, I give thanks to my Religion, which hath alrea:'y afforded 
me patier:ce enough 10 bear the ſhaypneſs of your words, and which 
is mare, reſolution alſo not to be ſhaten with the ſe: erity of your 
menaces.I have ever freely proteſted, that I am tyed unto you with 
immort:l obligations, and am beſides ready preſt to acknowledee 
them,coen t9 my laft breath, were it not that ſome now endeavour 
with yon, to render all my duties unj»(t, and my thoughts crimi» 
nal. Your Majeſty ſhould quickly ſee me by your ſides, if he who 
will net behold me at your feet, but in the quality of a Delinquent, 
had not preoccupated your heart and ears,to ſtop up the one to cha. 
rity, the cther io juſtice. 

A hat aſſurance can I have of my life in a pluce, where ſhe for 
whom I live,hath been dragged by the hair, and trampled under 
foer? The wound ſticketh ſo ſenſibly upon me, that ume can 
neither find « lenitive. nor reaſon a remedy. 

As for the change of Religion made lym?, I g0 along with the 
main current of Wiſdom, and ſanftity of the whole world , and 
where I find w.y ſalvation moſt aſſured, I cannoi live with more 
authority, nor dy with more bope ;, aud if” you condeyim me for it , 
your Majeſty (hall (now, that a fathey requirerh obedience Out of 
the limits of nature, when he exateth it beyond conſcrence, Sir 
1 beſeech yu t0 add to ſo many benefits by you aſferded me, the 


motion, and coming to his wife, ſaid unto her : 
Aadame, behold me reſelved to ſeek ont the King my 
father, ſince you ſo defire it. But I muſt needs tell you 
that having forgotten my ſelf in this reſolution, 1 cax- 
wot negleft yow, The unworthy nſage which you have 
receved at Conrt, requireth you return not thither but 
in triumph, Never will ] admit that you andergo 
hazard, by expoſing you to the mercy of a woman , 
which perhaps hath none either for yeu or me. Yor 


0 know the affairs of France are at this time in ſo great 


confuſion, that you cann't hope there for any retyais 
to af Wage your griefs. We have here a Prince, the 
Emperour Tiberius , who # our ally, in whoſe pre- 
teftion I adviſe you to put your ſelf, to paſs into Aﬀrica 
and from thexce to Conſtantinople, if it happen that 
1 be otherWiſe entreated , then your hepes import. 
At theſe words the poor J1zdegonds felt ber ſelf 
ſcized with a great trembling,and wept bitrerly,not 
being able to anſwer oneword. The Prince, ſeeing he 
had proceeded too far in afflifting her 4o faithful 
heart, ſweetned his diſcourſe,and {aid : Dear heart, 
why do you trorble your ſelf at my departure? I hope 
the aff airs will run in 4 way ſo prejperons, that in two 
or three days, we ſhall ſee ene anther at Court ;, but 
that which 1 have ſpcken, is ſaid, taking all accidents 
at the worſt, toprovide the bitter for your ſafety. _ 
1 hey had during thcir abode here, a little fon, 


* which yer hung at the breaſt : the father taking it in 


his arms, ſaid : Afadame, Behold a moſt precions 


7O pledge of our marriage, Which I recommend #nto yon, 


Let God diſpoſe of it as ſhall pleaſe him, bat you muſt 
breed it up as 4 Kino, The mother beholding 
the 


Part 2, 


the infant, redoubled her ſighs, and the poor Her- 
mingildas not knowing what would follow felt him- 
ſelf furprized with a heavy and ſtupid dolour, which 
made him break off his diſcourſe : yet notwithſtand- 
ing he failed not to treat with the Emperours Lieu- 
tenant , to pur all that which was molt dear unto 
bim into ſafeguard, Bu whea the fatal day of ſepa- 
ration came, theſe two hearts ſo united, telt ſuch 


violent convulſions of grief,as if they then had fore- 


ſeen the events which afcerward ſucceeded, and that 10 


this farewell ſhould be their laſt, 

Indegondrs at her parting, cried out : Sir, whatſo- 
ever happin, looſe not the treaſure of your faith. My 
good Miſtreſs,replied the Prince,afſxre your [elf you 
have gained 4 diſciple, who ſhall never diſhonony you : 
be you merry, 1 will expett you at Court. 

AlaG, what is our life,and the affairs of man! That 
which 1s paſt is nothing, the preſent a fantaſte, and 
the future an abyſs, where even thoſe who ſtand on 


the brink, ſee not any ging. Theſe two great ſouls , 20 
th 


which it ſeemed were worthy to live an Age to ma- 
nure their faithful loyes,and poſleſs Empires as per. 
petual inheritances of their merits, $0 about to be 
divided for ever with a ſeparation, which would be 
judged hideous and pitiful,were it not that ſhe hath 
brought forth a Kingdom to Religion, Some time 
after that Indegondss was retired, Levigildaa under- 
ftanding bis ſon diſpoſed himſelt to ſome compoſiti« 
on, conceived much joy thereat : for he feared leaſt 
he might he enforced 
perhaps found what a man may do, thruſt into de. 
; So ſoon as he ſaw ſome overture of peace, he 
iſpatched his ſon Recareds,who was in the Army 
with him, to gain his elder brother, well knowing 
they were both of humours very conſonant. 

When the younger entred into Hermingi/dxs camp, 
an4 had eſpied him, he ſtopped ſuddenly,8 cried out 
Ohmy brother before Tembrace, [defore to know whether 
1 come to a friexd or au enemy.But the good brother, 
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to give battel, wherein he had 30 


The Lady, 


Sir, And my moſt dear ſather, behold bere your poor Her- 
mungildus, who will perperuslly be yours, whatever happen. 
Thoſe, who h,ve ermed your cleme/ cy to the 5vine of yow blood, 
have chaſed me ſrom your Cont and Palace ; but aot been able 
to ſeparate me from your love. I have lived bithrito lhe a poor 
exve,and as it were a dead man among the living If my ene- 
mies be ot ſatisfied with my miſeries, bthold $:;, I ſtretch my 
hands wholly diſarmed to the pow'r, witch aature heth giuemn 
you over me, ready #0 live or dic at your feet. 

The King, whether he diſſembled his paſſion, or 
whether he truly were touched with ſuch a f, eta. 
cle of piety, embraced him with much cenderneſs, 
ſayings Ah my ſon,evil fame hath depainted you much 
ether then you are. [ aſſure you th: confiden'e which 
Jon have Witnefſed unto me, hath new ſit you free from 
all ſnſpiticn, You are vtry welcome , miſt dear ſon, 
where have you left the Princeſs your wife? The Prince 
replied, She ſhould ſpecaily be at Crnrt. Goiziy- 
tha faileth not to be there preſenr, and to ſhew 
to her ſon-in-law all poſſible courtelies ; which 
ſo confirmed the mind of Hermingildss, char he in. 
ſtantly diſcharged himſ.1ſfrom all di\\ruſt, and pre» 
pared to ſend ſuddenly for 14rg-nd:- 10 come to 
the Court. A friend notwithſtanding whiſpered 
him in the ear, that it was not neceſſary for lym to 
haſten ſo much,and that he muſt ever tear a fi1l ſea, 
an old man amorous, and a ſtep-mothec 00 curtee 
OUus, 


The fifteenth Sf®cCT xr o0N. 


Hermingildus wick-dly betrayed, 


'His ſpeech was bur too true , for the pernici- 

ous Goizintha foreſceing it Hermingildus were 
once again tully poſſeſſed of the hear: oi his fa her, 
whereof there was ſome probability, he would nor 
fail to revenge himſelfe on her for the aftron: done 
to his wife, &1f it were nor with diligence prevent- 
'ed, he might diſcover he: ſ1-1ghts,and diiturb all hep 
fabion:he thereturecalledatatal Conncal, wherein 


without making him'any other anſwer, ſet forward, 40 ſhe reſolved ro overthrow this poor Yrince. She 


and moſt lovingly embraced him in the ſight of the 
whole Army, The other ſighing, Ab brother (faith 
he) moſt der brother, whither have the counſels of thoſe tran- 
ſported you, whodeſire the ruin of our houſe ? Behold your ſelf 
here exvironed with Armies and Legions, and bchold on the 0- 
ther part my father, who beſiegeth you with all his army. Mz. 
ſerable that I am! what (hall 1 ds, but make between you 
bath, a wall of my body to binder your deſigus ? Ab, how b/0- 
ther ? are you upon the poixt to give my father baitel ? Oh 
bow unhappy would the Sun be which ſhinech over our heads, 
if this day, before the ſetting, be (hould ſee bis face defiled 
with the ſtains of our.blood ! Brother, 1t us our Countrey againſt 
wich you arm, that ſtreicheth out te your ovedience the ſam: 
bands it lifted up to Aliais for your ſafety, Brother, it 15 your 
father and mine og 1infſt whom you march : what honour can 
you get to tear out of bu body by violeace a ſoul, which he is 
ready to render up to nature, and tothrow it out, yet altve, into 
te flaming ruins of bis Ningdom ? Have you no other objetts 
to give teſtimony of your valour ? 1 beſeech you, both by the 
Religion you have embraced, and the blood common to 15 bo:h, 
ſtay 3 our arms, or af you perſiſt in your purpoſe, k1l me rather 
at your feet.and tak: me as a victim to purge both the armies, 
B-'old the King, who lovingly expefterh you, aud who reckon- 
et! up the m:monts of my Embaſſage ;, I bring you the wid of 


gained unto her infamous men who poured into the 
ears of King Levigildus whatfocyer (hey chonplic 
good.the ſuborneth wicneſles, ſhe cauſcih letters to 
be produced, & frameth a grols calvmny.,pivinp her 
husband to underſtand,that this reconci/1ation of his 
ſon was but a matter of diſguiſe, the berter tro arrive 
at the ſcope of his intentions , thar he hath ſworn the 
ruine of his father, & that his ſpirit is become ſo ar- 
rogant, he carrot endure him as a companion :n the 
Empire, that it is a thing undoubted thar all the K4- 
mans deſire to life him to the 1 hrone : thac he hach 
practiſed alliance with the Emperour of Conſtants» 
zople, whereot expreſs Jerters might be p oduced : 
and to ſhew this 1s a buſineſs already concluded, he 
hath delegated his wife,a cunning and turbulen: ſp1. 
rit, into Africa, to pals from thence 10 Coxſt.cuting» 
ple, and to bring with her all the forces of the Eme 
pire, tofall upon Spain ; thatthere was no other 
remedy but with all ſ:ced to prevent Is deſign, 
and to make him feel the power of deſpiſed cle- 


full afſitrance upon my life and huour. You muſt come inſtant- 99 ency, 


{y, if you dare bel.eve me, for youu cannot procraſtrinate nor 1t- 
tard this affaty, hut you muſt ſlacken your own happineſs. 
Theſe words were powerful enough to tranſport 
a man,who was already reſolved. Hermizgildus ha- 
ving aſſured him of the good affection he had ever 
borne both ro the King his father,and himſelf,wenr 
to the Courrt, Recarcdas flieth with the deſire he had 
to inform his father of the ſucceſs of his Commilſli- 
on,and being arrived,he bare the news ofthe com- 


ing of his brother, wherewith he was1nfinitely plea- 70 


ſed. The Prince followed quickly after, and proſtra- 
ted himſelf at the feer of the King his father,ſaying; 


She ſpake ſo much both of truth and falſkood, ard 
her Commiflioners were ſo well practiſ-d to forge 
many ſuſpitions, and repreſent a thouſand accidents 
in affairs, which ſeemed to contirm this conſpiracy . 
that.in the end Levizildes entred into atrenzy more 
groſs then had poſſeſſed him beſore;and baving de. 
clared his ſon guilty of treaſon, he cauſed him to be 
ſuddenly taken,& ſhut upina ſtraight priſon. It was 
a pitiful thing to behold this Prince, a man wholly 
innocent, ſeaſed on in rhe middeſt of all the pleating 
triumphs of the Courr,which they had prepared to 

honour 
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honour his arrival, betrayed even at that time,when 
he leaft thought thereon and nſed with ſo much cru. 
elty. A matter very natural to herefie, where, after 
they had cloathed him with ſackcloth, he was fo 
loaden with chains, that he became crooked, not 
being able ar all to lift up his head, 
': He then well knew his hour was come, fo that 
renouncing all the pleaſures of this life, he began 
courageouſly to prepare himſelf for deach, The King 
accompanied with ſome Commiſſioners, whom he 10 
had given in charge to draw his Ree would needs 
ſee um, and beholding him, ſuffered himſelf in- 
ſtantly to be tranſported wich great diſturbances of 
choler, calling him ungrateful,parricide,and wick- 
ed wretch, The Prince mildly anſwered: Sir, could 
1 foretel, I ſhould know what I bad done,and wherefore 
1am accuſed , but ſince I have wo ſuch ſpirit, [ will 
dic in filexce. The father replied, hisill conſcience 
ſuggeſted thereof enough unto him, and that he 
knew but too much what deſigns he had upon the 20 
State and the life of his father , that he would have 
him ſpeak treely,and that if he could juſtifie himſelf 
io :heſe points, he would gladly hear him. 
Hermixg1/4us at that time made the Apologie, 
which have elſe where expreſſed in Latin, approch- 
ing as near as | might to his own intentions and 
phraſe, and am here ready to render it in our lan. 
guage, that I may not fruſtrate my Reader of it. 
Sir, ſaid the Prince, the proof of my innocencit u as eafit,as 
the defence thereof u difficult. I repoſed, next aft:y God, all 
my confidence in your Mjeſtie, to choak the flame ' f cruel envy 
wherewit you ſee me aſſailed, and as it were ftill ſmoking. 
1 attended io implore your name. to challenge your power, ond to 
bave you for witneſs of my fide!i y, unworthily treated by ſlan- 
der ; and now I have you for an ardent accuſer, and a moil ſe- 
vere Fudg, nay, which 1s more, an incenſed father. You have 
cauſed me 10 be token as it were from the table of a feaſt, by you 
prepared for congratulation of my verurn; you bave made me to 
be deſpoiled of purole;to be bound,and fettered like aGalley-ſlave. 
I fear leaſt the juſtipe ation of my ations, may not be the con- 
demnation of your s;axd tha: in {eching to defend mme own mno- 
cency, I be not enforced to accuſe the errour of my father, which 
# to me one of th: greateſt puniſhneats 1 can ſuffer. Notwith- 
ſtanding, ſince you command 1 ſhould ſpeak, not tha', inthe 
condit.on whereunto aff atrs are arrived, I may hope of any thing 
eſther by my diſcourſe or ſilence, bu: hap what may, I will pour 
#nto your ears the laſt voice of my blood. For did my accuſers, 
demand no other thing then my life, 1 would willingly give it 
them without reply : but ſeeing they go about to faſten 1nfamy 
01 mine aſh:s, 1 b:[ecch your Majeſtze, ts hear the few words 
Ihave to ſay. 
The buſineſs bere 18 not a new creme ; it is a very long time 


- fince the Hucen your we, and our ſlep-mathe: Goizintha, be- 


gan to weave this web agaiuſt my brother and me, to deprive 
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ſurpaſſed all titles of Kingdoms. Ab pooy maid, who would 
have ſaid then, thou waſt reſerved to betbe ſubjeft of ſo la- 
mentable a 1rogedie | I was reputed the moſt happy man of the 
world, ſince ſor me were born ſo many ſingular virtues and per- 
jettions, admired by all men. I muſt confeſs T loved this Prin- 
ceſs, net ſo much by the ways of an ordinary love, as a certain 
admiration of ber virtues. For I bave received the faith by 
her picty, her ex ample, and her dofFrine ; bolding in her ſoul 
the rank if abusband, a diſciple , and as it were of ber 
own ſon. 

Thereupon Goizintha began to poſſ [5s your beart, and to 
gain ſuperem:nence in your affairs ; ſo changing your will by 
her 0:dinary prattiſes, that ſhe bath turned al our antbont fa- 
v041s jnto diſdain, your confidence tnto (uſpition, your rejoluti- 
01 into diſturbance, and your mild temper into command. This 
woman hath ſo perſecuted me, that in your Court I neither enjoy- 
ed watchings, reſt, recreation, nor affai/s without d1nger, But 
I have willingly paſſed under ſFence all that, which touched 
mine own perſon. until ſhe fell upon an aftion ſo barbaroug, 
which were ſufficient to juſtify ihe Scythians. and Tartats. I 
have no words to ſpeak it, having ſo much ſorrow to feel it : 
Enough u {aid,when there hath been ſeen a daughter of ſu man 
Kings, trampled unde; the foot of a woman (whoſe bi:th 1 wi 
nat reproach,becauſe indeed 1 well know it uot) a Princeſs moſt 
innocent. b'aten even to blood by 1 mothe- in l:w; a Lady 16- 
pleniſhed with banour, di{arayed of ber garments by uaworthy 
ſervants, and plunged by liitle and little into a pool in a cold 
ſeaſon, to conſummate a Maity dom, ſuch as the antient Tyranis 
never invented more cruel for women, contenting themſelves 
10 impoſe of cent imes onely nakedne(s for a puniſhmeur. 

Had 1 revenged my ſelf of ſuch in'umani'y with ſword and 
fire, no man could have thought my proce ding unjuſt, nor my 
thoughi's unreaſonable : notwithſtanding, I have (iill ende a- 
wvoured to cure my ſelf by the remedy moſt ordinary with me, 
which-was patience. 111 ſilence retired unto a City wh:ch youy 
Majeſiie gave me ſor lively-huod ; veſolved there peaceably to 
paſs my days with my wife, whileſt we beheld the face of this 
Court ſo etlverſe to our hopes, | 

But your Gorzintha, as if we had committed a great fn, in 
not enduring ber to thruſt a (word through our throats, bath 
ſounded an alarm in your Palace, and afterward in all the Pro- 
vince, declaring me an enemy 1o the count" y, an uſurper of the 
Crown of my father, a Parricide, a creature excommunicate, 
and adding thereunto words much more injurious againſt me 
and my wife. | 

For my part, Sir, I wiſh you had rather harkened to our in- 
xocency, then ſerved her paſſcon ; all then had ſucceeded beter. 
But after ſtrange Levics wer: made, you came thundring upon 


4© Sevyil, to befiege me with a buge Army. ſ» that you ſe*med to 


fir all the elements againſt me, 1 confeſs it, 1 then followrd 
the inſtinft which God grveth creatures , even the moſt b-uitiſh, 
to defend their own fam ly and fortune. I took Arms not to of- 
fend you, but ts ſafeguard my ſelf ard my wife agiinſitie fe 
rigs of a ſtep-mothe- , w-10 makes uſe of al! Ariows for our ruin. 

Yet ſeeing my Armics reduced to bat paint, that Ihad no 
means ts e/cape without giving battel, which muſt neceſſarily 
be fatal to both paits, I ,enounced ſor your /ak” the laws of na- 
ture, and am come to render my ſelf up to your diſcretion. I call 
ro witue(s the Altars, holy fire, and the Angel-guardians, which 
have [cen me proftraied before them, of the fencerity of my #n- 


your Scepter of its lawful beivs, and give your Cicwn as a p.'y FO tention, and of the tears I bave (hd for you, baving not leiſure 


to ber ambition. Would to Gad I might now call out of 'be 9- 
the- wald, the bleſſid ſoul of my drad mother, to be preſent at 
this judgment ; She would (pak, and 1 might be ſilent ; [he 
would remember your Majeſtie, bow being in the agonies of tht 
fatal hour which took from ws thus great DO ncen, ſhe embraced 
my brothey and me, beſeeching you by your chaſte lows, and in- 
v.olable faith of marriag”, to be unto us both fath:r and muther. 
We were then of an ge, wherctn we could not as yet eiiher feel 
or bemoan ory loffes. XN» withſtanding, ſeeing you bowed 0- 
ver the body, which yetlded up the ghoſt, with weeping eys, we 
gave up our inf int-tea's to ber memory, as a jult tribute Na- 


then to bemo:n my ſelf. 

Afterward your Majeſtic ſent my brothey unto me, to give me 
aſſurance of your love; you called me forth, I am come, 1 have 
ſupplian'ly in: reared, you have received me. I proft-ated my [elf 
at your fret, you have raiſed me wich ſo many favours and fo 
many tokens of geod will, that I could require no more for my 
ſafety. I ack,who bath chanzed your affefttor,who hath tarniſh'd 
07 10/5, and withered the olives of peace, but ſhe,who being 
not :ble to ruin me with weapon it hand, ſeeks to bave my 
blood by form of j «ſlice. 

Beheld my accuſa'jon and crime ; bebuld all that whi h bath 


ture : but you tak'ag your little orphans in's your boſom, for- 60944 me '0 be clouthed with (ackcloth,ond cvained with fotters 


bade them to mouri, wh'ch you could hardiy do, and wipeing a- 
way thery tea;'s, promiſed you hererficy would become to us a 
father for prote tion, and a mathe: for indulgence. 'I then g ew 
up under your cys, ſpinning out the courſe of my innocent years, 
and ans come toan age capable to bear ſame ſhave in your hopes. 
Had you any thing at that time ta the world more dear unto 
you, then your Hermingildus > Dignities were for him for him 
Empires, wars were made by him, and proce concluded m his 
name. Herminvildus was th: objef# of yowr thoughts, the 
en'erta/ament of your diſcourſe , the contentment of your 
heart. 

Your Majeſtie then reſolved to marrie me, although we:y 
Joung, you found out for me a wife, daughter of a King, ſiſter 
of a King, nieceof a King, but ſuch an one as by ber virtues 


ordained fo: Galley ſlaves. 

The father, who was of an ardent ſpirit,interrupt- 
eth him hereupon, and demandeth, where his wife 
was ? Whether he had not ſent her into Africk , to 
paſs from thence to Cenſtantinople ? The Prince an- 
ſwered, He had oyely prejefted this in his mind,not for 
any ®thrr prrpeſe. but to adviſe upon the ſafety of her 
perſon, not know n#/as then how matters wonld ſtayd; 
and that accidents had taught him, he Was Wiſe enough 


70 in his counſels, but leſs happie then he imagined, 


The King inſiſterh,and interrogateth, whether he 
had rot treated alliance with che Emperour Tiberi- 
us ? 


Part, z, 


part,2. 


#; ? He thereunto replied, that he had never praQti- 
ſed any other correſpondence, but to draw from 
him ſome Troups for the defence of his life : and 
that ſo ſoon as he ſaw ſome overcure of peace, he 
hd diſmiſſed them, reſolving ro make no further 
uſe of them, He then was prefled upon divers que- 
ſtions, to which he made moſt pertinent anſwers, 
ſhewing very evidently to the miſerable father, the 
colours and pretexts which they made uſe of to ruin 
him, unleſs pallion ſhould caſt a film over hiseys. 
In the end, ſeeing he could not convince his fon 
ro have praCtiſcd any thing, ſince the accord was 
made berween them both , he made a ſtrong fally, 
& willed him freely to anſwer one word, uponwhich 
he would ground the whole proceeding, to wit, 
pirtber be were not a Roman Caltholich 7 Trat wu it, Sir, faith 
the Prince, which 1 avaw, which 1 publiſh, which 1 proteſt. 
For verily it u a crime, whic! maketh the Judges become pale, 
an the Offenlers laugh. The accuſation whertrf us a vow , 
all great ſouls ſhould profeſs, and the pain u @ ſelicity which 
Martyrs have bought w#th therr blood. 1 wiſh ro are a bun- 
ded times, if is might be done, for the glory of that goodly title; 
fa far u it too lictle, with one mouth to confeſs the pra.ſes of 
God. Command if you pleaſe, that my body be bewed and cut 
ini piccis for the profeſſion of the C-tholtth faith, and then I 
ſhall have as many mouthes as wounds, to praiſe my Saviour , 
az1 all thoſe wounds fhall be as gates of blood, 10 give 
paſſage to my ſoul to the place, where it 15 expefted by ſo good 
company. 
The father ſaid thereupon, h: was become a fool , 
ard that no man hated life, but he who had ill imployed 
it. The ſon replied, T he miſuſe had been in hereſie, 


of which be repented hizs. Aud at that inſtant, the 30 


Guard received commandment to re-convey him 
£0 Priſon, where he was ſo comforted with the viſt- 
tations of God, that finding with much difficulty, 
means to ſend a Letter to his dear Jyaegondis , he 
wrote to her in this manner : 


The fixtcenthSECT Ion: 


The I etter of Hermingildus to his dear wife 
Indegond's, and his generous reſolution. 


Y bely Miſtreſs, from whom 1 have received the faith 

and true kuywledg-of God, 1 wnte theſe liaes unto you, 
& athcd with ſ.chclo b, and loaden with fette:s inthcbottom 
of 2 4a:h dungeon, for the d:fence of that Religion which you 
bave 1a.ght me, If I did no! kaow by experunce the invin- 
eible farce of your beart, and the reſol «tion you pradtiſe in af- 
fairs which coacers the jervice of God, 1 b:d concealed my eſtate 
t an you, but I mig 't got cont"ilrate nyjedts ſeaſible to nature, 

Bit (molt dear wi e) you have a forehead too noble to bluſh 
at the di o ace of the Crutifir, and a courage 100 well foritfied, 
to refule taking part in the iverie of the Savieur of the world. 
ITY -teſt uwon miiic botou 1 rowld uever periwade my ſelf, there 
migh: be conien.ment to ſuf. r that which 1 tolerate, when your 
iaadceat mouth preached unto me the reward of ſuffering , 
werew.!h you; body bad heretefore been elorzouſly covcied, 
But fince my impriſeament, 1 have felt conſulations of Gd ſo 
zaſifut, that I caunnt think it poſſible to reliſh in the wo-ld any 
o'ber autipaſls of Paradiſe. You are not ignorant, that wy 
life and convirfatio;, which hath been ſo long ttme planged i 
errour and vanity, deſcrued aot theſe benefits : but your moſt 
pure banis, wich yiu fo oftin bave lificd up bef.re Altv's fer 
my ſalvation, have chtatned that for me, which much tranſ- 
cended thy merit and all my hopes. 

Tie Ki:g my faticy ba:h been plceſed to hear me,aad 1have 
pleaded my cauſe in fetters with ſo great aſſiſtance from the 
H-avealy g odueſs, bat 1 juſt'fied my (cf 12 all cha: g's objefea 
ar inſt me; and brave put the matter in'0 (uch a condition. that 1 
amo turthor accuſid as a thief e&+ bumicide,but as a Catholith, 

I {ucedi'y exvett my ſentence, an do at th wk 1am put into 
the [tate whe-cinl amto ſave my life ; but 1 undoubtedly be- 
heve th w.l vetbelaſt Lotier yeu-ſh U receive from my bant, 
T earueſil, beſrech your luyal heart, tat as in this ation which 
foal! cloſe up my dans, 1 interd tody nothing unworthy of you, ſo 
02 your pa't, att nothing unworthy of me: brtrayirg the bapp:- 
neſs of my dex'h with tears, wich w.uld be little h:nourable to 
the condition whe:runto Gad haib called me. 
hands of the Diviae Providence , both jou and your ltitle 
Herminguldus, the oaet; pledge of ai bely lives, 


fly 


I put i#t1the FO 
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Be cou ageom, my deareſt lou, 'and aſier my death tch- the 
way of Conltantinopte;z to render (your ſelf at the Palace of 
the Emyerour Tiberius, 0 #4 good Prince, and moſt Catho= 
lich 1recommend un'o you my poor ſoul: as for the body, let 
that b:come of it, which [ball pleaſe my father. If the alter a- 
tion of times and affairs bring you bach into Spain, there to hold 
the rank you deſerue, my aſhes will like iſe rejoy ce at the odour 
of your virtues. 1 hope my death ſha'l rot be unprofitable, 
aad tliat God will make uſe of it forth: good of the Kingdom. 
You know bow many t#mes I have beard you ſay, that you 
would have bought the ſalvation thereof with your blood ; you 
have already init employed one part, #t u my tw to perform the 
reſt upos a Scaſfold : For in what place ſoever you are, 1 
promiſe my ſelf to be moſt particularly aſſiſled by your holy 
prayeis. 


The 'good Princeſs received this Letter , with 
the news of his death, as we will preſently tell you : 
but in this ſpace of time, Recaredss , the younger 
b-other of Hermingildus, extreamly afflicted, that 
having been a mediatour of this counterfeit peace, 
he ſaw it end in ſo deplorable aTragedie,haſtneth co 


o calt himſelf ar the feet of bis father , beſeeching 


him with infinite abundance of tears and lamencatt- 
ons, either to give him the ſtroke of death with his 
own hand, or ſave the life of his brother, The fa. 
ther replied. He was a furious fellow, anda T rai- 
ton to his fortane, and that hz ought to ſuffer juſtice 
to be done, which would give him a Crewn. That his 
brother well diſcovered himſelf an enemy ts bis father 
and the State, ſince he wenld wit for his ſake renounce 
onely ſo mnch as a phantaſie Religion ;, that he was ox- 
ly queſtioned pon this point, and that if he conld per- 
[Wade him to reaſon, he was ready to ſave his life, 
Recaredns, prepared bimſclf ſtrongly ro gain him, 
and asketh leave to go to the Priſon, which yas al- 
lowed him, | 

The young Prince/ſeeing his brother covered 
with ſackcloth , and "bowed under fertters , was ſo 
amazed at this ſpeacle, that he ſtood a long time 
mute as a ſtatue , but in the end, breaking filerce 
with a deep ſigh : Ah brother (faith he) it 5s I, wha 


bave betrayed you ;, it is I, who have covered you with 


4© this fatal ſackcloth, I, who have bound and fettered yi 


with theſe cruel chains, made for ignominions ſlaves, 


' not for your innocency. Brither, behold my poynard 


which ] preſent you, revenge your ſelf upon my guilty 
head. I have been culpable exough,in that 1have pro- 
duced from a good intention [a bad effetts. 
Hermingildns beholding him with a peacefull eye, 
anſwered: Brother Why do you af flift your ſelf ? Full 
well do I knew your innecen'y. What innocexcy ? re- 


plyed the other, if anadviſedly I be the caſe of your 


50 death by my aiſafterous Embaſſage? Bat geod brother, 


ſince you are reduced to this extremity, 1 beſeech you 
forgo the name of Catholic : or if that ſcem unworthy 
of your cenſtancy, difſemble for ſome time, and context 
the King my father and yerrs wha requireth from you 
n9 ether ſatisfallion. 

The good Prince anſwered : Ah Brother ! What 
have you ſaid, you lately perſwaded me to an att of pic- 


. ty at the peril of my life ,, think net now to induce me 


ro an impiety, although it ſhould concern ail the lives 


Go and Kinodoms &f the world. Behold here the time for 


Yor torexgn, and for me to dye. I willingly dye for the 
hencar 1 ow to my Religion, for which I 9ladly would 
ſuffer death a thouſand times, if it were poſſible. [ 
neither accuſe you nor my father, whem I more com:- 
paſſionate then my ſelf ;, and connſel yuu to reader him 
all the anties of piety, in the decrepitueſs of Age wheres 
into he is entred. 

As for our (tep-mather, I pray you rather to endure 
her wature, then revenge my death. 7t is the work, of 
God to take kniWleage of injurics, and for us tobear 
them. When my ſoul hall leave this miſerable beate, 
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it ſpall ceaſeleſly pray for you ;, and I hope , moſt dear 
brother, you in the end will renounce this poor liberty, 
which entertaineth you in the ſelt of the Arians : and 
if dying men uſe to divine , I foretel, t hat being con” 
verted to the ſaith, you ſhall lay fonndations of Catho- 
lick, Religion in all this Kingdom, Which I am about to 
moiſten with my blood, 
Recaredus uſed all the entreaties he could deviſe, 
never being able to ſhake the conſtancy of his bro. 


ther, which much offended King Levigi/dus,8 tran- x q 


ſorted him into reſolutions very bloody. Notwith- 
ſtanding, thoſe who might yet ſpeak unto him with 
ſome liberty, counſelled him to precipitate nothing 
in an affair of ſo great conſequence ;, ſaying, there 
was no appearance that Hermingildus had underta- 
ken any plot againſt the life and ſtate of his father, 
fince he came fo freely to preſent himſelf upon 
his bare word:that thoſe who find themſelves guilty, 
uſe not to come to burn themſelyes,as Butterflies at 
the candle. That his countenance at this interview, 
was too ſweet, hisſpeechtoo proper,his deportments 
roo candide,to cover ſo black a miſchief, and as for 
change of SeR,it was no wonder,if the King having 
given him a Catholick wife,he had taken that Reli- 
gion with its love; that it was a complement of a lo- 
ver,which age would bend,experience ſweeten,and 
prudence in the end deface: that he had at that time 
more need ofa Doour then an executioner, ſince 
the apprehenſions of God were diſtilled into the 
heart by the help of trongues,not the dint of Swords, 


The ſexentcenth SECTION. 
The death of Hermingildus, 


He faction of Goizintha,tranſported beyond all 
conſiderations , ceaſed not to ſound inthe cars 
of the King, that Hermingildus was not an offender, 
whoſe power was to be negleted. That his crime 
was nor ſuch as might promiſe him impunity ; that 


O 


The Lady. 
ſpeedily to make his reſolution, to chooſe either life 
and Scepter, by returning to the Religion of the 
Arians,or death by perſiſting in the Catholick. That 
he had a Sword and aCrown before his eys,the one 
for glory, the other for puniſhment, the choice of 
cither was referred to bimſelf. 

Hermingildu made anſwer,he bad already ſuffi- 
ciently manifeſted his derermination upon thisArti- 
cle;that he would rather die a thouſand deaths,then 
ever ſeparate bimſelf from the Religion which he 
had embraced with all reaſon and full conſideration, 
The Commiſlary replied, The King your father hath 
given me un charge, that in caſe of refuſal , I ſhould 
proceed to execution of the ſentence decreed againſt you, 
What? ſaith Hermingildus. He hath condemned you by 
expreſs ſentence((aith the other) to have your head cur 
of this ſame priſen,where you are, Whereupon the 

oly man fell on his knees to the earth, ard fayd : 

My God,my Lora, I yield you immortal thanks,that 


20 paving given me by the means of my father, a frail, 


brittle, and miſerable life, commen unto me with flies 
and ants ;, you niw afford me on this day by theſe ſen- 
tences, a life noble, happy, glorions to all eternity, 

Then riſing up again, he requeſted the Commiſſa. 
ry he would by his good favour, ſuffer a Catholick 
Prieſt to come to higpy te hear his Confeſſion, and 
diſpoſe him to deuf, He anſwered, It was expreſly 
forbidden by the King his father : but if he would 
admit an Arias Biſhop, be ſhould have one at his 
pleaſure. No (faith he) for I have deteſted, yea, and 
ao ſtill abhor Ariaziſm evento the acath : and fixce 
my father- denieth me a favour which ordinarily is 
granted to the guilty, I Will dye having no other Wit- 
neſs but mine own cenſcience. 

W hich having ſaid, he kneeled down again, and 
made his confeſſion to God, praying very long for 
his father, his ſtep-mother, all his enemies, and pro- 
nouncing alſo at his death, the name of his dear 7y- 
degendis, ro whom he profeſſed himſelf bonnd with 


the Jaws of the Country had never tolerated ſuch 40 incomparable obligations, Then afterward having 


proics that he had violated right bothdivine and 
umane, becoming a fugitive from his Country, an 
Apoltaca in lus religion, a rebel to the power of his 
father , in ſuch ſorc, that to render his wound incu- 
rable, he had changed all lenitives into poyſon. 
That he had levied arms againſt his Sovereign, with- 
out regard of his age, his name, the majeſty of the 
Kingdom, and the voice of Nature, and that there 
was nothing but the deſpair of his affairs, which had 


recommended his ſoul to God, nnder the proteRion 
of the moſt holy Virgin, his good Angel and all the 
Saints, he ſtretched out his neck to the executioner, 
which was cut off with one blow of an Axe. 

So many Stars as at that inſtant ſhined in Heaven 
in the dead (ilence of the night, were ſo many eys 0- 
pen over the bloody Sacrifice of this moſt innocent 
prince,from whom a wretched father took away, by 
the hand of a hang-man, the life which he gave him. 


taken them ou: of his hands. - That he held correſ. 59 Had his condition been capable of rears , even Ti- 


pondence with the enemies of the State , to whom 
hs was become an aſliſtant and a companion : and 
now to make himſzlf as impudent to defend a 
crime, as bold to execute it, had caſt all the fault of 
his conſpiracies upon the Queen,his Mother-in-law, 
and the marriage of his father , ſhewing himſelf fo 
inſolent in his miſery, that there was nothing to be 
expected but tyranny from his proſperity : that ir 
was to be extremely arrogant, even to ſtupidity, to 


Sers therzſelves would have deplored him,fecing fo 
much piety, ſuch faich , fo much socdneſs, fuch 
worth eclipſed, in a blood fo pretious.in an Age fo 


flouriſhing, in a fortune fo repleniſhed with hope. 


The news of his death haſtned to finde out Iyde- 
g9xdrs, who was yetin Africa, where ſhe alſo re- 
ceived the laſt Letter, which her husband wrote to 
her out of priſon. 

The ſervants that were about her perſon, began 


ſeek to retain a chymera of piety, contrary to the 60 tO make hideous lamentations, as if they themſelves 


will of his father ; and char never would he be fo 
conſtant in his ſuperſtition, if ke had not leagued all 
the intereits of his fortune with the Catholicks, e- 
nemies of the Kingdom : that if order were not ta- 
ken therein, they ſhould be hereafter deprived of 
the power to deliberate on it, when they had given 
him alt rhe means ro execute it, 

The creduliry of the unfortunate father was ſo 
irongly aſſaulted by theſe diſcourſes, that he reſol- 
ved to $0 beyond himſelf: fo rhar on a night, which 


was Eajter Eve, he diſpatched a meſſenger to the 7 


Priſon, with an executioner, to let him know, be was 


hac been condemned to death. But the courageous 
Indegend;s kiſſing the Letter of her dear husband, 
then opening it with ſingular reverence, and read- 
ing the laſt words, which he, asit were, had ſteep- 
ed in his blood : ſhecricd out : 

Alas | generos and faithful heart | you have doe 
all that, which a good mn might : you have manfally 
fonght, you are happily arrived at the Crown. Nothing 
can be defired in you", but th: imitation of your cen- 


0 Hancy. 


Servants, why do you weep ? T his us the very day, 
wherein I am 4 Lutcn, and when Teſteem my ſelf the 
moſt 


Part 2, 


Part 2. 


Others ſay, 


ſoner tO 


moſt triumphant woman in the wirld, having m y huſ- 


* band a Martyr in Heaven. Give me Roſes and Flow- 


er-de-luces, that I'may crown his image, and honour 
at the leaſt with theſe teſtimonies a ſoul which hath left 
unto us [uch ſweet odours of virtue.. X 
She had with her, her little Hermingildxs, almoſt 
dead with the weariſomneſs of travel on the way, 
which indeed bad been ſomewhat eaſie for the ten- 
derneſs of his ag2. The mother beholding him , 
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Quary, What injury hath the Divine Providence 
Cone to Prince Hermingildug? If tor a Crown which 
is the weather-cock of winds, if for a Scepter,which 
is the Reed of the times, if for alife, which is the 
Harbinger of death,it afforded him virtues,delights, 
and glories, which our-ſtrip the flight of our 
_ 's, which dry up our mouthes, which out-run 
onr delires, which ſurmount all our imaginations ? 
What injury, ifit make a Saint of him, whoſe name 


Go my ſon (ſaith ſhe) follew your good father: God to is couched in Martyrologies, whoſe memory liveth 


hath given you a favenr in your Cradle, that he doth 
not to all Children, which is, to be baniſhed for the 
faith, and to take part in the Martyrdom of him who 
begot you. Go little innocent, and rejoyce with others 
before the Altar of the Lamb : yorr mother ſhall not 
long ſtay behinae you. 

The childe died ſhortly after,and the good Prin. 
ceſs, havitg for a long time combatred in a brave 


” manner againſt che apprekenſions of nature, poured 


in writing, whoſe praiſe flouriſheth in mouths, 
whoſe words a: e nought but honour,and works bur 
bleſſings, whileſt his {tep-mother Goizixtha dies like 
a dog, and is buried in the opprobry of her name 2? 
What injury, ifit have ſo handled the natcer ,* that 
his father, rouched with a lively repentance, bath 
juſtified him as an Innocent, deplored him as a ſon, 
invoked as a Martyr? If it hath ſarRiked his ferters, 
conſecrated the tower of his priſon , raiſed up his 


the Empe- forth on a fudden thick ſobs , and a main Tide of 20 aſhes above all the Crowns of the Kings of Spain ? 
rout _— tears which diſtilled from ber eys againſt her will, 


y'11f 3 
without 
round, 


whereupon ſhe mildely aid : 

Alai\ my teares what fitneſs can yon finde to bemoan 
a Martyr? My God,it 1s done ; the ſather and the ſon 
are already at reft there remaincth nothing but to take 
the mother. Behold Wo parts of the world, Europe and 
Africk, which I have fil/ed with my miſeries. If you 
will that I yet paſs into Aſa, your will be done. But if 
1 no longer be ought ,but an unprofitable burthen to the 


If it hath given him Altars on earth, a3d a Diadem 
of beatitudesin Heaven ? Is it to have deſpiſed his 
virtues,neglected his ſufferings,dif obliged his con. 
ſtancy, and fruſtrated his travels? Whar would you 
bave God to have made the virtuous 1n4rg:1-45s?A 

ueen,delicate,ambitious,covetous,haughty which 
had not ſpit but in Gold, walked but on Roſes, 
flown over the heads of men, and putrified in de. 
lights > How many ſuch like are there, who have 


earth,what doT here? I have ſpun ont all the web Which 30 Cefiled their names with reproach , wearied the 


you gave me : I have exaed all the hopes of the world , 
why ſtay you, O my God, to receive my ſoul , which I 
bear on my lips ? She was heard , for in few days, 
being all waſted with love, travel, and deſires, after 
an exemplar death, ſhe found her Tomb in Africk, 

W hs: ſhall I fay hereand what ſhall I do,co ſhut 
up this diſcourſe ? We have all certain natural ſoft- 
neſſes in the bottom of our ſouls,ard ſome humane 
apprehenſions , which alter the force of our judg- 


earth with their importunitics, aſtoniſhed poſerit 
with their deportments,and peopled Hell with their 
crimes? But this Lady baving been purified with 
the burning coals of tribulation, iſſued from the 
hands of God asa veſlel of glory, to make her luſtre 
reſplendent inthe fight of all Ages. 

Ah Ladies, who read this piece, and who many 
times flatter your ſelyes with the title of virtue, in 
ſome petty tracks of devotion, which have nothing 


ments My pen cannot almoſt paſs over this Hiſtory, 40 but outward ſemblance : what example of piety ſee 


and not commix the waters of mine eys with mine 
ink: : and perhaps alſo ( you my Reader) cannot 
peruſe it without @mpaſſion, It ſeemeth unto you 
theſe chaſt loves of Hermingi/drs and Tndrgundis are 
too unhappy; that ſuch virtues are cruelly handled, 
that ſuch noble courages have met with a tortune ſi. 
niſter, hideous, & perſccutive,even to theTomb.You 
would gladly ſee theſe brave ſpirits, after ſo many 
tempeſts,ſuch thunder-claps and whirlwinds, arrive 


you here ? What mirrour ? Whar perfeQtion ? My 
eys dazle in beholding her ations, and my pen fails 
in writing her praiſes. 

What a courage? that a young Maid not above 
fifteen or {ixteen years of age, entreth into a King- 
dom, with intention to conquer it for God , much 
otherwiſe then the Ceſars,wbo ſo many times have 
devourcd it by ambition ? What a prudence to to- 
lerate the converſation of a ſtep mother, whileſt ſhe 


at a Porrof ſomelarge temporal feliciry.You would 50 meddled not with her Religion ?; What liberty of 


b:zho!d them withCrowns on their heads,with <cep- 
tersin theirhands , with Provinces flouriſhing 1g 
revenues, with proſperities perpetually ſmiling in 
their houſe, with loves free from diſturbance,delires 
void of denials, affairs without trouble, greatneſs 
without change, pleaſures withour acerbities, and a 
long poſterity fully laden with honours, It grieves 
you , thar this poor Prince hath paſſed away as a 
pearl,parched up with lightning inits growth, or as 
an Eagle ſtrangled in the ſhell. 
Princeſs, that being born in France ſhe died in A- 
frick,, ſeparated by the ſword from a husband who 


loved her ſo tenderly, Geprived of a fon, who gave .. 


ſo many good hopes,abandoned by all her allies, bur 
ſome poor waitingewomen that buried her with 
ſorrow ſo fall of pirty,thar it was of power to move 
the monſters of Af-:ch to commiſeration. Ah igno- 
rant hat we are of the works of God, perpetually 
fixed ro the car:!1, and deprived of thoſe ſparkles of 
fireand light, which burn under the molt generous 
breafts ! Lerus a litrle draw aſide the Curtain, and 
{ce through ſo many clouds, one ſolz ray ot the San- 


| tue, which wa 


ſpirit, and what ſtrength of words to defend her 
faith, ſo ſoon as ſhe ſaw her ſelf aſſailed in this vir- 
ore dear unto her then the apple 
of her eye? What patience to endure tobe dragged 
along upon the pavement by the hair ? to be beaten 
evento blood ? to be thrown into the river ? to be 
uſed like the duſt of the earth for the honour of 7e- 
ſas Chrift, not challerging any one, not complain- 
ing, not ſeeming offended, nay,nor telling her huf- 


You bewail this 60 band (into whole boſom ſhe ponreth forth her moſt 


ſecret thoughts) the affront ſhe bad received:, for 
fear to break peace with a creature, who deſerved 
the hatred of all the world > What wiſdom, what 
grace, what eloquence uſed ſhe in the converſion of 
her hnsband 2 Whar love for his ſou! 2. Whar zeal 
for bis ſalvation?What care for his dite&ion ? Whar 
authority, to op with a word the Armies of the 
father and ſon,inſtancly ready to encounter ? What 
re{ignation of her own will in this ſeparation from 
her husband? And what a heart of Diamond againſt 
a thouſand frokes of dolours, to take thankfully a 
dcath ſo bloody, fo tragical, fo pitiful 2 To ſee her 

FI {elf 
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ſelf at an inſtant bereaved of a ſon and a busband, 
and of all things in the world, offering up unto God 


- in all her afflictions , the obedience of her beart, 


prayers of her lips, and victims of all the parts: of 
her body ? What triumph, when after ber death, ber 
brother-in-law, who bad participated of her good 
inſtru&ions, in remembrence ot her and her huf- 
band, was abſolutely converted to the Catholick 
faith, and changing the whole face of the Kingdom, 
repealed the banifhed, reſtored the Biſhops to their 


proſecute thislabour, by the horourable invitations 
which my Lord Biſhop of Zellay bath uſed rowards 
me in his works, 1 cannot ſet too high a price upon 
his recommendation in ſuch a ſubject : forhe is ve- 
rily one of the moſt able ard flouriſhing wits, thax 
ever bandled a pen.Torſee the number ot his books, 
one might fay, he began to write ſoſoon as to live , 
and to conſider their worth, it is a wonder, how fo 
many greces and beauties, which other attain noc 
but with much labour, encreaſed with bim' asin a 


Secs, Religion into force, Laws into Authority,and 20 ſoyl natural for eloquence, If there be any ſlight 


the whole Province into peace ? What miracle to 
ſee ſage Indegundss on the top of all her Tropheys, 
whereof ſhe tendreth homage to God in the glory 
of Saints ? How ought we here to render to her the 
offerings of our moft humble ſervices ? 

Behold here the limits which 1 propoſed to my 
ſelf, ſo to give an end at laſt totheſe Hiſtories, ha» 
ving thought it more fit and ſuitable tro my em- 
ployments, to abbreviate my ſelfin theſe four me- 
dels, then unboundedly enlarge them , yet it hath 
been ſomewhar difficult with me to make areſolu- 
tion to put forth this ſecond Volume , among ſo 
many duties of our ordinary fugtions being there- 
unto ſollicited by entreaties, which held, as it were, 
the place of commands. 

And I may well ſay,l were flupid and ungrateful, 
if I ſhould not confeſs to have been much excited to 


® worthy ofits 


diſcourſes , who amuſe themſelves to argue upon 
ſome words of his writings, it is not a matter unu- 
ſnal, ſeeing we are now inan Age, where there are 
ſome who revive the example of thoſe corrupted 
Greciax:, that preferred a ſawce made by the Cook 
Aitheens, before the divine works of Phidias. 

If this piece haye given you any contentment, take 
the pains to read it over again ſometimes at your 
leiſure, _ the Maxims therein with an utility 

ubje&. For believe me, the precipi. 
cation now adays uſedin ſlightly running over all 
forts of books, cauſeth a certain indigeſtion in the 
minde, wherewith it is rather choaked, thennou- 
riſhed. Reading is never good, if the underſtand- 
ing take not occaſion thereby to negotiate by me- 
ditation and induſtry , that which concerneth the 
health and ornament thereof. 


To the King of Ages Immortal and inviſible, to God alone be honour and glory groen, 
for ever andever more. x Tim. 1. 
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TOTHE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Counteſs of PORTLAND, and Baroneſs WEST ON. 


Right Honourable, 
amo He excellent endowments of your Soul, acknowledged even by envy, and a!lmired by 
truth, togeth ex witb your known propenſion to the reading of pious books, invites me 
to this Dedication, as proper for your ſweet retirements, and conſonant to my inten. 
tions, which only atm in ſome meaſure to expreſs my humbleſt reſpefts to your Ho. 
/ nowr. T he matters here handled,are Inſtruttions, apt to inform the nude by way 
Dr omen of Maxims, learned diſcourſes made familiar to leſs able wnderſtandings , and 
choice Hiſtories exemplifying both, that ſo all ſorts of Readers, though of different capacity, diſpropor- 
tionable judgment, may finde ſomewhat to entertain their curioſity. My ſcope (excellent Lavy) in 
this Tranſlation, ts through your Honours hand, and under ſo noble a Patronage, to convey the third part 
of the HoLy CouRT rnto Engliſh light, which ( as the firſt breathed air under the benign aſþebt 
of ber ſacred Majeſty) may alſo hope inthis latter picce with like happineſs to be crowned with your 
Honours chearful acceptation, The height of my ambition is by this poor way ts ſerve you, ſnce more 
ample demonſtrations are wanting te my weak abilities ; as likewiſe not to doubt your noble difpoſution 
will be ſatisfied with ſuch my humble acknowledgments, The advancement of virtue, and depreſſion of 


viceis my Authour's (cope throughout the whole Work, which be elegantly purſues, and vittoriouſly 
atchieveth, Triumpbs of that kinde beſt become his prave and ſerious pen, whileſt my task is faithfully 
in our language to imitate his living figures, though in dead and diſcolowed forms, and confidently to 
tet your Honour, that 1 will ever be 


The moſt Obſequious Seryant of 


Your Commands, 


, H. 
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eM OO NSIEUR, MONSIEUR 


SHE FRINGE 
SIR,. ; 
Io He excellency. of the ſubje& I handle in theſe Diſcourſes, makes me re- 
fle& on that of your Greatneſs, to offer you a Work, which being conceived 
by your Authority, muſt needs ſeek for birth under your fayour, Ir is the 
third Part of a Court abſolutely holy, which not unlike the City S. Fobn ſaw in 
his profound Contemplations, cannot aſcend from our manners to Heaven, 
unleſs it deſcend from Heayen into our manners. I likewiſe endeavour to faſhion it in 
Books, by the model of —_ Celeſtial, to imprint it on lives; and I now undertake the 
defence of truth, which conſtituting your ſalvation, and compoſing your happineſs, well 
deſerye to be the moſt ſerious employments of your minde. 

It is true (Sir) all Maxims of State that depend not on the Maxims of God, areeffe&ts of 
carnal prudence, whichend in fleſh; and of frrtmncs that reſt not on him, who with three 
fingers ſupporteth the Glob of the earth, rather purſue the way of precipices, then the path 
ofexaltation. The wiſdom of the world loves nothing ſo much, as that whereof it is moſt 
ignorant: itruns after honour, not knowing what honour is; ever hungry and ſtill needy, 
nor having any other aim, but to make itſelf a Miſtreſs over giddy ſpirits, to become the 
ſlaves of all Paſhons. Which maketh me fay, there are none but the blinde, who ſeck after 
it, the miſerable who finde it, the ſottiſh who ſerve it, and the forlorn who tye themſelves to 
its principles. But the wiſdom of Heaven, which I in theſe Maxims preſent you, is ſo tran- 
ſcendently ſublime above all humane inventions , as the light of Stars ſurpaſſeth the petty 
ſparklings and flitting fires of the earth; Ir is that which leiſurely marcheth by holy paths, 
to the ſources of day-light, and as being preſent before the Throne of God, beholdeth glory 
and felicity unfolded in his hands. It is the element of great ſouls, ſuch as yours ; and when 
they once are throughly ſettled therein, they finde taſtfulneſs which turneth into nutriment, 
and nutriment which yRn_ to immortality, Your prudence may read in your own expe+ 
rience, what I expreſs in my Treatiſes, nor need you go any further then your own life, to 
meet with the proofs of theſe excellent yerities. 

You know (Sir) how the Divine Providence in the firſt lower of your age, drew you 
from ill ways, and ſnatched you out of the hands of infidelity, as a NS from the Pa- 
lace of Dzeclet:an, to ſerve as a Buckler for the Church, whereof impiety would have made 
you a per{ecutour. This Providence knew ſo well how to ſeparate blood from manners, 
that ir cauſed you to demoliſh what your Anceitours had raiſed,and preſerving their dignity 
without touching their errours,to make of the unhappineſs of their judgment, the beginning 
of your felicity. From thence you ſee with what ſucceſs the hand of God hath conducted 
you to the height of this moſt eminent glory, wherein France at this preſent beholds you, as 
a Prince accompliſhed in the experience of affairs, and times, the Father of good counſels, 
the undertaker of great ations, endowed with a ſpirit which ſeems an eternal fire,and to be 
parallel'd by nothing, but the goodaeſs of your own heart. 

You live peaceable as in the right ſphere of true greatneſs, where you perpetually reflec&t 
on two Poles, God, and the King : . you ſeck for the one in the other, and you walk to the 
God of life, by the molt lively of his Images. His Arms are beheld to proſper in your 
hands, as well as his Edicts in your mouth. You have borne Thunder and Olives through- 
out France, under your protection, awful at one time, and amiable at another, but eyer 
proſperous in both. Tea, fully to crown your happinefs, the Divine Goodneſs hath afforded 
you a houſc flouriſhing in riches and honours, which comprehendeth in its latitude , two 
Princes of the blood to ſerve as pillars for the State. Ir gave you a wife, who hath made of 
her fruitfulneſs, the Trophey of her Virtues,and entred by loye into an Eclipſe, to become 
the Mother of lights, and bring forth children to bear the hope of Flowet-de-laces. The 
eldeſt Son, whom your excellency hath committed as a ſacred pledge to our Colledge at 
Bourges, wou'd trouble us to tell you from whence he hath taken ſuch, and ſo many ſplen- 
dours, and ſparkling flames of wit, which dazle the eys of thoſe who have the honour to be 
near him, were not you his Father, Heis a Pearl, who maketh it appear by the equality of 
his Orient, that if Nature have equalled his birth to the greateſt on earth, he will equal his 
Virtues to his Extraction; : 

S 18, I ſpeak this ingenuouſly, that you may both behold in your own perſon, what I 
treat in my books, as alſo underſtand' that true piety ſoweth the ſeeds of the moſt ſolid 

ercatuels, 


- 


The EPISTLE DEDICAT.ORY. 


greatneſs. But beſides the relation this Defign ſeems to have to the pleaſure of God over 
you, I finde much obligation to offer it you as a ſlender teſtimony of a fingular gratitude in 
our Superiours and our whole Society, which would willingly ſuffer their atteftions to paſs 
through my Pen ; if it had as much eloquence as the main body tenders reſpect and zeal to 
your ſervice. You have been pleaſed tomake it known by your good purpoles, to love it 
by election, defend it by Juſtice, honour it with your Opinion, encreaſc it with your Libes 
ralities, and if your benefits be ornaments unto it, your judgment ſerve for Apologies. 

I received a notable portion in your favours, whileſt you reſided in Bourges, where your 
Excellency called me to deliver the Word of God, and to confeſs your virtues in my dif: 
courſes, as I muſt acknowledge my diſcourſes to proceed from your virtues. It was by your 
converſation I perceived, that as there is nothing too high for your underſtanding, ſo there 
is not any thing too low for your bounty. God hath beſtowed on you the gift which the 
Scripture attributeth to the Patriarch Joſeph, to oblige hearts with ſweetneſs ; not unlike the 
Engines of Archimedes, which made water mount in deſcending : fo yours cauſeth not your 
humility to deſcend, but to make it re-aſcend to the ſource of the prime ſublimity, Which 
done, not preſuming any thing in regard of your Excellency, but daring all through your 
courteſie, I preſent theſe M a x 1 m1 5 of the Holy Conrt, of which many will make their read- 
ing, others their precepts ; but you will (Ihope ) frame your virtues of them on earth, to 
make them your Crowns in Heaven : So wiſheth 


SI R, Your moſt humole and moſt obſequious Servant in our I ord, 
N. Causix, S. |]. 
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The Deſign and Order of theBOOK. 


|| Finde ( Conrteous Reader ) my Works do inſenfubly increaſe under the favour of thy goed opinion, as Plants fprout 
w4der the aſþeft of the moſt benign Stars. I had confined my ſelf to that which concerneth the hiſtory of Conrts, and 
frill reft in the ſame reſolution : But ſaw a piece very neceſſary in theſe times, wanting in my Work, which was the 
Treatiſe of MAXIM S, and majeſty of our Religion, . 

I almoſt durſt not undertake it ( ſo much the ſubjeft ſtemed to require judgment, preparation, and ability: ) But 
God having infþired me with a ſtrong cenceit I might be favonred by thoſe to whom he hath given full power cover me, 
ſabmitted the ſlenderne(s of my Wit to the power of their wills, perſwading my ſelf @ ſilly nithing may become a mat- 
ter important in their hands. | 

You know, how having a purpoſe to frame a Chriflian Inſtituticu in the HOLY COURT for men of qua- 
lity, 1 began with their obligation to Pucty; and conſequently ſkewed the cbHacles muſt be vanquiſhed to arrive thither, 
T hen I gave precepts of the principal virtues moſt concern them, Which were waited on with the Hiſteries of Comrts, 
abbreviated into four Adodels. 

In this ( that the good Court may triumph ) I repreſent a Combat of two Courts, the Holy a»d Counterfeit, the 
Religious, a»d Prophane : wherein I unfold the viftories of the chief Maxims of Chriſtianity, divided into three 
Parts, whereof the one treateth of the Divinity, the other of the Government of this preſent life, and the third, of the 
State of the other World. 

You may behold how divine the ſubjeFt ts, and that the cther Bucks were only 0 prepare you to theſe great lights, the 
rays whereof I diffſed. I n:uſt needs tell you, that being ſurpaſſed by ſo many excellent men, who have worthily han- 
led a pen, 1 have i this ſeriouſly ſought to go beyond my ſelf. 

T have contratted large $»bjefs into little Trafts, which hath been no ſmall labour ;, there being wit a Xlaxins 
whereof 1 conld nit have compiled an ample Volume : But imagining conceptions are like hairs, which more eaſily may 
be fillated up, rheu diſveveled ,, I have endeavoured to give you more ſubſtance in this Beck, , then Words and amplift- 
cations. And ſeeing all the [ubjelts are very ſerieom, 1 have ſWweatned them with excetlest Examples, to afford fit 
nenriſhment beth to Eagles and Doves. ; 

All Which 1 now offer you in this, is-more then my promiſe, thinking it better to give without promiſe, the to premiſe 
and nt give. Your affeftions ſets an edge upon m) induſtry, and if labour waſt the body fer yeur avail, aud reſerve 
works of the wit for peſterity, it ſhall be as a Cedar , which cauſing the death of the livins, ſcems to give life to the 

cad. : 

T his Tome being replexiſhed with important conſiderations, cannot be fer him who curſorily reads it with thoſe de- 
licious loyterings, which ſiightly furniſh out the Titles of Books, and thence derive nothing but wind. Give me (Gentle 


pwn: the contentment that God may be glorified in your manners by reading this, as I here ſeek. to honour him in hes 
Works. 


THE 


AGAINST THE 


PROPHANE COURT. 


Firſt Part touching the D 1v1inirT rv, 


The firſt Max1m, 
Of Religion, 


PROPHANE COURT. 
That matters of faith being inviſible and 


uncertain, we muſt tie our ſelves to the world, 
which ts viſible and certain. 


I ture, as to delire good, nothing ſo 
2S cminent,as toknow much, nothing 


world certain, but.it is to teach you that bappineſs 

The hap- heins therein uncertain, loſs is undoubted. All we 
incis 10 DO = : H 4 

be born a have in the world is baſe, caityf, and difficult, with- 


Chriſtian. gut knowledge of the true God. It is but a labour- 20 


ſom turmoil of affairs, an amazement of tranſitor 
pleaſures, an illuſion of deceirfull bleſſings, whic 
rrouble us, and ſtarve vs, in ſtead of fatisfying our 
defires, or nouriſhing our hopes : But the knowledge 
Scive jufi of God 1 the root of immortality. 
aw, & Tthenrequire of you(O Reader)that in the begin. 
vrtkre® i; Ang Of this diſcourſe you adore the wiſdom of God 
ef im-or- Over you, who hath ſeleRed you out of the Maſs of ſo 
r6/1ari1. mary Infidels, to inrole you in the number of his 


HOLY COURT. 


That matters of faith being moſt cer- 
tain and very excellent, we ſhould fix the 


| whole order of our life unto it. 


If you be deſirous in ſome meaſure to obſerve the Three to: 
excellency of your faith and Religion, conſider, the ***.© 


the ſecrets of God, then God himſelf? 7 cannot ac- 4 
connt him(faid Varro)a hilful Maſter :who learns no- Foes gg 
thing of himſelf : And he hath underſtoad all in the tom. 2. 14- 
boſom of his Eternal Father, and from his own wif- [95 
dom,which is no other then his Z(ſexce. He was pro- cige, quem 
miſed from the beginning of rhe world, preached mag mire: 
through all Ages, given as a pledge to the memory | mag- 
of all mankind , ſo long before his coming was ap- mf» 4e- 
pros his time, birth, life,and death. He came at ry 4" 
is perfixed time, all environed with prodigies and diceric. 

miracles, all compoſed of virtues, making greatneſs 
to proceed eu: of the lowlineſs of his humble and 
painfull life , as lightning-flaſhes break through the 
obſcurity of night. 


vi | ; The '' 
2, What foundations think you hath he laid of 4: 
your faith ? Men believe men upon a little piece of 


paper,yea,very often upon the breath ofa ſillyword, 
And Jeſus would not be believed, but by writing his 


>#P-©153* children, and hath drawn you from the confuſions of 30 Law with the rays of an infinite number of Prophe- 


ſo great darkneſs, to call you into the light of Chri. 
ſtianity. Behold ſo many people covered under the 
veil of ſhadie night, born in errour, to live in bruj- 
tiſhneſs, and die in deſpair of eternal ſalvation, and 
you are enlightned by che ”m of God, illumina- 
red by his wiſdom, guided by hisdireQion, covered 
with his prote&ion, nouriſhed with his blood, anima- 
ted with his life, & are made participant of his felicity, 


ſies, which were verified in his Perſon , withthe 
blood of more then ten millions of Martyrs, who 
ſuffered for his doQrine z with miracles ſo viſ ble 
& irreproachable, that they changed even executio- 
ners into Confeſſours, and Tyrants into Vartyrs. 
To ſpeak plainly,he might have tied you utrito him, 
and not made uſe of ſo many things ; For what is 
more eſſential for the foundation ot a belief,then the 


Uu revelatiort 


, 


K] 


223 


ec. 1. de Tay, T hat ſhould their gods have appeared aliveyn ſuch x0 vention worthy the Erernal Wiſdom, to draw us to {0t. 


IL MANIM. 


revelation of the firſt Verity which might have been 
known to us by fewer proots ? But behold his good=- 
neſs, and how he dealeth with our infirmities, as to 
be willing to ftrike us ſo ſenſibly with reflection of 
the greatneſs of our faith, to win us to his direction, 
The 7ews ran after a ſimple figure, and tied them- 
ſelves to weak elements. The G-ntiles are filled with 
childiſh toys, and dotages, . which made the moſt 
learned amongſt them to mock at their religion, and 


ſiperſtiti- 7auner, 4s they painted them, they would be accounted 


one apud 
S, Aveuſt, 


Meonpers. In the heart of Aſah»wctans, a tyrannous 


1. 6. de Ci- law is planted with ſword and empalements, No 
vitare Dei. qan is permitted to diſpute upon it, ( ſo many ridi- 


culous and ſhamefull things there are init ) which 
makes a ſoul recoyl in the very beginning, that hath 
never ſo little humanity, But Chriſtian Religion 
hath appeared in the boſom of glory,evewholy,ever 
victorious, ever oppoſed by the wicked, and ſtill tris 


umphant, over impiety. Ir is enriched by its loſſes, 2g vere in ignorance, according ro the unhappineſle of 


glorified by its perſecutions, eſtabliſhed by its rot- 
rerings, and honoured by its wounds, * God for it 
ba h opened all the moſt learned lips, directed all the 
beſt pens, and for it bound bimſelf with as many 


0 beato; nv witneſſes, as there are letters in the Scripture, Have 


Horm 


oſs Deus 


not we then cauſe to proclame with Tertullian: O 


jurae! © how happy are we, toſay,God engageth his own faith by 


miſerrm®* » oath to confirm onrs ! And are not we worthy of all an- 


ft nec ju- 


ranti Deo happineſs, if we any whit diſtruſt this Eternal Verity? 


evedimus ! 
Tertul. c 


3. You perhaps will ſay,all it teacheth is very high, ,, convenience then do we find, if God,to remedy this 


4. de peo, And that to be taithful,one muſt(as it were ) ceaſe to 


be reaſonable. Burt tell not me, faith is oppoſite to 
reaſon : it is above, not againſt it; it commandeth. 
our ſenſe to obey God, it laboureth to raiſe,not de- 
moliſh , orif it demoliſh, it is but by ruining rebelli. 


That to be ON, tO eſtabliſh obedience. W har is more reaſonable, 
faithful, is then to ſubje& your reaſon to God, and ro ſuffer 


to be con- 
formable 


your ſelf ſweetly to paſs along in the current of this 


to reaſon. puiſſant Authority, which hath drawn ſo many A- 


ges after it, deſtroyed ſo many errours, gained fo 
many battels, and won ſo many Crowns ? Faith is a 


Gilles. great gift, although it be the gift of the humble, 7: 
_ firſt life of humane underſtanding, the 7aſper 
& Omillelm ſtone Which ſerves for foundation of the City of God, the 
7 4 «© virginity of the ſonl, the ſource which watercth all the 
jr on ies felicities of mankind. Why are you amazed, when 


humand, 


&c. 


S. Pil-gins It is a moſt bappy ignoraxce ( ſaid St, Hilary ) which great Philoſophers, who framed worlds in their idz- 
$ ic Trio. 


fan veniam. ah ro the word of Ged, 


Haber 


God would have you believe that, which is above 
your underftanding,and ſurpaſſeth your knowledge? 


rather arſerveth reward then parden, when one truſt- 


94» pr*- You {ce how policy is guided by humane faith, with- 
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O& 


rar qued OUT which, all the world were nought but diſorder, 


credas. 


Neceſſity 
of faith. 


$3 quod LP 


and life a perpetual confution : - and yer you think 
it a ſtrange matter, that God in his great policy 
exacteth a taith abſolutely Divine,to ſerve as an en- 
trance into your felicity. If you take away humane 
faith, and ſtick faſt in the reſolution not to believe 


feuur, cre- any thing, but what you fce, you will become a 
dader 11» \onſter, fit to be excluded from humane Society , 


a "_” 
_ 


perentibus Jacks; you will accuſe the modeſty of the ſincereſt 


lrberr, ques 
parents: fu: 


women ; you will make the children to be doubted, 


+: eſe no» not onely by the fathers, but the mothers alſo, who 


credent ?! 


are ſo often enforced to believe Mid-wives, and 
Nurſes ; you will almoſt make doubt, whether you 
have a liver,a heart, a ſpleen, or any lungs, nor will 
believe you have any thing, but that which you can- 
not behold without death. Theſe are conſiderations 


s. Auguf. which Saint Augnſtine and Theodoret purſued in the 
i. 3 deut'® Treatiſcs they wrote of Faith, by which thy ſhew 


l:tate Erc- 


dendi. 


the neceſlity of bumane belief, to paſs on further to 


in that he cannot compreheud, 32 Could they ever perſwade any one lilly hamlet to 


: you will diſturb the beds of the moſt chaſt wed. 69 one thouſand five hundred thirty eight Cities, and 


Of Rel910n, Part x. 


the Divine, Then what occaſion have you to make Sine hee nee 
your ſenſe rebel againſt God,who becomes a ſurety !77, %s 
for what he promiſeth vs, ſince we every moment, «cm. 
f , i . Cypr. in 

muſt give credit to the fidelity of moit abject per. 77.1% 
ſons in the actions of civil ife * Who feeth not that pool. 

to take faith from Religion, is to tear the Altar out 

of the Temple, the apple from the eye,and the heart 

out of humane body. 


Do you not conſider likewiſe, that it was an in- Great Pro- 
yidence of 


him by three degrees, which are as three Heavens eltablith- 
obſervable in nature, and aboye nature? The tirlt is m9t & 
. . aich, 

that of ſcience, the ſecond of faiih, the third of glo- 

ry. Science appertaineih not to the wholc world ; 

all are permitted to live well, but few to ipeak well, Lafanine, 
Some have not will for it, others means. Some baye 

no inclination, others can never make application, 

Needs muſt then three parts of mankind be deprived 

of the knowledg of things moſt divine, -and perſe- 


accidents, without the help of faith which cepleniſh- 
eth us with the knowledge of God. Belides,we tinde 
ſciences are extreamly ſophiſticate, as well chrough 
the weakneſs of our underſtanding, as the corrupti- 
on of our manners, Academies are framed as Palaces 
of verity ; yet it is never (oill handled, as in places 
where ſhew is made to adore it. Under the ſhadow 
of defence it is rent aſunder,and as the ancient Tele. 
tias, it is ſtrangled in making much of it. What in- 


miſery,- hath given us fairch, which concenteth the 

whole world by its univerſality, as it atfureth all 

well compoſed minds by its certainty. Itthe perfe. s. Tram, 
Aion of our nature had been limited within natural *+ 43: tt, 
actions, divine faith had not needed to conduct us ; ** 

Burt fince God hath called us to a felicity above na- 

cure, were it not fit we were directed thereto by a 
ſupernatural knowledge ? 

4. Conſequently look on the Operation of Religi- The pow- 
on, the ſecond note of its excellency : you ſhall ice = 
the fountain of Afordechens, which in the beginning our reti- 
creepeth on with little noiſe through the Meadows, £9" 
«ndinan inſtant turnerh into a great river, and this 
river into light, and this light into a ſun , bur a ſun 
which aforderl luſtre, and water to all the world. 

The powers of the world which glitter with (6 
much pomp, have this almoſt ever proper to them, 
to be cither unprofitable, or malign, What did thoſe 


a's ? Whar did the Plato's, Ariftoteles, and Zens's ? 


live under thoſe goodly Common: wealthsthey inſti- 

tuted on paper ? What did the Alexarders,Ceſars,8& 

Pompeys with all their forces, bat ter to, the deftru- 

ion of mankind ? Ir is a ſtrange thing, that the laſt 2%. 7. + 
of them cauſed a Temple to be built ro Afinerva,o. 25 Cnc! 
ver the gatewhereof he commanded to be engraven, rep. 
that he had taken, routed, and flain two millions,one 
burdred fourſcore and three theuſand men, pillaged 

or ſunk cight hundred forty {ix ſhips, made deſolate 


rowns. Behold how the great ones of the earth make 

themſelves remarkable, as dreadful Comets, by the 

ruin of the whole world. But 7eſys in eftabliching 

his Religion, would not be powerful but to do good, 

ſince, He is the Adamanxt ( faith Salvianns) who hath S$atvian. 

araws. this mighty maſs of Trew of all Ages with the yh groteel 

hanas of his love & lively aff cbticys tiWaras maxkind. tum aſettu 
How can the tree be better known, then by the 96 {+ 

fruits? And upon what may one more reaſonably '* 


. . 4p" pendens 4- 
ground the judgement made of Religion, then up- =o /« 
on the works thereot!? manibus, 


VW Vai 
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What have all other Relis.ons taught, but to cut 
the throats of children, ro embrue Altars of Idols 
with blood, but to create ordures,& abominations, 
to cover ſecret milchiefs with the veil of hypocriſie, 
to authorize fables, and canonize vice ? But Chri- 
ſtianReligion is that alone which brought piety into 
the world, where it was before unknown, It is that 
which hath cruſhed murtherous and adulterousgods 
under the ruins of their Temples, which demoll:ſhed 
profaneAlcars, ſuppreſſed ſacrificesof humane blood 
deſtroied Amphitheaters, where they gloried to tear 
men in pieces,which confounded witchcrafts,tamed 
pride, quayled covetouſneſs, ſtopped the innundati- 
ons of luxury, repreſſed extrayagancies of ambition 
choaked enraged deſires of avarice, & turned a land 
of Tigers, Leopards,and wy 000 Into a Paras 
diſe of delights. It is that which drew trom Heaven 
all the virtues, whereof ſome had before been un- 
heard of, others contemned, the reſt perſecuted. It 
is that which taught humility ,chaſtity,virginity,mo- 
deſty,temperance,juſtice,and fortitude, That,which 
diſcoyered true prudence,which opened the ſources 
of contemplation, which furniſhed out the Hoaſt of 
religions Orders,which brake ſo many chains of the 
world , trampled under foot ſo many Idols of gold 
and ſilver, ſeated poverty in theThrone of glory ,e- 
reed ſtatues of innocency,eſtabliſhed purity even 
in thoughts. Is it not that which ſo many Martyrs, 
Confeſſours, DoRours, Virgins bave done, whoſe 


L MAXIM. 


Of Religion, 
ble, Unto this life it is we prepare our ſouls, and be- 
gin onearth to make the firſt eſſays of Beatitude. | 
7. I then demand of you (O Noblemen\whether x;cours of 
all this well conſidered , you onght not to abhor tb times, 
theſe petty undertakers,who ſem to core into the Þ\ Hos 
world,not to receive rules of faith in ir, but to pre- noir. Fidem 
ſcribe them, They who cannot reform aſilly fly in! Ye, 
the works of nature,will make themſelvesMonarchs ,uam « 


quam Ach 


in the belief of our faith, and rrick up anew this 2: 
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1c great work of Religion, which derives its accom- 


pliſhment from God. They believe what plcaſeth 
themſelves to diſpleaſe the prime Verity, and cre- 
ate a new Symbol in the chymzra's of their wits, to 
introduce an impiety into Chriſtianity. Needs muſt 
they have a fling at the Bible, as ifit were the book 
of a man; labour about the Fountain-heads of the 
four rivers of terreſtrial Paradiſe, the ſpeaking Ser- 
pent, Noah's Ark, the Tower of Babel, the red Sea, 
the jaw- bone and foxes of Samp/on, as if the Omni. 


20 potency ofGod were not a pledge ſufficient enough 


againſt all theſe weakneſles and curioſities of wit : ;,,, 
which, ſaith Tertullian,are defFrizes of devils, grown preſeripe. 
up to pleaſe the itch of incredulous ears, We muſt be- Ps 
lieve one Article , and leave another , believe the prunenibue 
Trinity, and doubt of the Sacrament, Invocation of #7» »* 
Caints, Purgatory, Images, and Ceremonies of the **© 
C.hurch as it it were not evident,that whoſoever di- 

videth faith ,hath none at all. Jr is not much to the 


purpoſe to diſpute of Religion, after the ſwear of 


triumphs we daily honour? Is it not upon theſe, that zo Confeſſours. blood of Martyrs, and ſo many milli- 


?e/ws haying vanquiſhed ſo many monſters,imprin» 
red therays of his ſanRity, which is preſerved, and 
maintained, even in the corruption of Ages, in the 
perſons of ſo many asGod hath reſerved to himſelf? 
Muſt we not confeſs, that a life led according to the 
docrine of 7eſus Chriſt, is a manifeſt conviction of 
all errours, and a little miracle in the world? 

5. From thence when we conſider by what means 
our Saviour hath wrought this eſtabliſhment, which 


ons of miracles. Never would belief be fo fick, were 

it not preceeded by the death of virtue, all will be 
unhappy for them, who loſe piety, the root of happi- 

neſs, Bur what repoſe hath aCatholick,who may dy- 

irg ſay ; I truſt to God for a gift which cannot proceed 
but frem Ged. ] aye in the faith of Conſtantine, Theo- \"* 097" 
dols, Clodoyzus, $. Lewis, and /o many milliens of rance of a 
Saints. 1 go where all the wiſeſt and moſt entire part of <akolick- 
mankind dcth go. 1 follow the authority of eighteen genc- 


are found ſo contrary to all humane ways, and how 4, ral Conncils, wherein all Ages aſſembled together the 


he a&eth in ſuffering, how he draws to him in reje- 
Qing, how he is exalted by his abafings, glorited 
by his ignominy,enriched by poverty; how he doth 
raiſe by deſtroying, how he lives by his death, and 
33 eternized by dying. T his isit which tranſporceth 
humane wrderſtanding into admiration of the 
greatneſs of our Religion. 
6. Finally, if you alſo caſt your eye on this laſt 
The 1. P2TIERION Of Repeſe,you ſhall well underſtand, how 
Bur faith Mlexander,after he had conquered the Perſozns,be- 
p:omiſeth» ;ns deſirous to paſs into the Trdies, thoſe who 
thought they were at the world's end , diſſwaded 
him, and faid, /t Was time for Alexander ro reſt where 
Tem ef# he F un and the world ended. But our Religion goes 
A exan- . "St : 
am £9 MUCN further then the Sun,and this inferiour condi- 
ee & ſo tion of the world. It hath the total Univerſe for ob- 
—_ .. je of its travel, and the Kingdom of Heaven for its 
for, repoſe. All other SeRs propoſed pleaſures to them- 
(« Saws, ſelves for obje of their pretenſions, which might 


quontan | 


wiſeſt men of the world. ] ay tz the belief of theChurch, 
which ts profeſſed throughout all th: habitable World. 
T he living and the ataa. T he ſtrnes and marbles of the 
Tombs of mine Anceſtonrs Seak for meithe ſtars will 
fall from the Heavens before my faith can be ſhaken. , 
And therefore (O Catholicks) trike at Heaven __ = 
gate by continual prayer,ask of the Father of lights be had to; 
a lively faith,a molt ſincere zeal towards your Reli- -o (a 


: ligion. 
Sion , ſuffer not your judgment to change in the 


o maſly compoſition of body, plunge it not in ſenſua- 


lity,pol:fhit for the great fruition of God, cnter- 
tain it with conſideration of his beauty , nouriſh it 
with antipaſts of his glory. 'It only appertaineth ro 
ſenſual ſouls, black, and diſtruſttul, ro ſuffer them- 
{clves to fallinto puſilanimiries and faintneſs, which 
leſſen the eleem we ſhould have of our vocation 
towards Chriſtianity, It only appertainech to car- 
nal ſpirits, and who want faith in the houſe of faith, 
to ſer the riches and affairs of che world above Re- 


Tet» 4. make them defire the body of a horſe, or a hog, to gg ligion. But you (O Great men) learn hereatier to jj. .e jg 


mw: fre enjoy it with the more advantage. But God, litting 
=_—_ 421. us up to himſelf above the tracts of the Sun & time, 
vitwr, quod Promiſeth the ſame delights which he hath for him- 


«djcar»- ſelf in the viſion, poſſeſiion,and fruition of that di- 


a Deo . 
batemns, Vine face, which makes all the Happy. (a) we kyow 
door 1 this houſe of morter aud clay failing wherewith we are 
manu fa- : e 


Ram, ater. Covered, God bath prepared an eternal building for us 
nan in ca- 31 Heaven,not made by the hand of man,as the Apo- 


"ms {tle aſſureth us , and as we ſhall deduce rowards the 


-v. k X "_— . 
I>viſivilen end of theſe Treartiſes, Thither ic is our faith pacerh 
0479.11.49 


rage roundly on, beholding with a purified cie,the lights 
of Heayen, a God inviſible as if be were already vifs- 


nat, 


Heb.tt.27. 


value your ſelves, not by theſe frail and periſhable dem i 4o- 
bleſſings, which inviron you by that skin which co- —— 
vers you, by thoſe falſe ornaments of life which dif- prian. ae 
guiſe you, by all thoſe beautzes , which never are o#2\#- 
nearer ruine, then when they moft ſparkle with © 
luſtre, Learn to behold all humane thinsz from the 

top of the Palace ot Eternity,and you ſhall ſce them 

Iike rotten pieces, which poſleſs a nothing of times 

infinity. Why do we here entertain our ſelves with 

earthly conſiderations, as fire, which abſented from 


70 its ſphere, is fed with fat ard coals. Let us open our 


boſoms to theſe fair hopes wherewith the Religion 
uu 2 we 


- 
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yyheſ. z- we profeſs, ſweetly repleniſheth our bearts. We no 
lenger are pilgrims and yagabonds, nor ſtrangers of 
the Teftaments : but Citizens of Saints, and the do- 
\ meſticks of God : Þuilt on the foundation of Apo. 
{iles, and P:ophets , on the fundamental ſtone , 

which is Zeſrs Chrift. 

Let us eriter into this goodly train of Ages, into 
this admirable fellowſhip of Parriarchs,Martyrs,and 
Virgins. Let us baſten to the ſources of light, and 
never end but in infinity, 


The firſt EXxamPLE upon the firſt 
MAXIM. 


Of the efteem one oupht to make of his Faith 
and Religion. 


The PERSIAN CONSTANCY. 


F the eſtimation of things eternal, do not as yet 
] ſufficiently penetrate your heart, reflect onthar, 
krtorus, & Which fo mary valiant Champions have done, to 
Friphanes. preſerve a bleffing, which you preſently poſſeſs by 
Tneod. 1-5» race, and which you often diſ- eſteem through in- 
Ev). Sco- gratitude, I will produce one example amongſt a 
—— 4 ouſand.able to invite the imitation of the molt vir- 
gon” cuous,and admiration of a!l the world. In the time 
part. 1. 16+ hen Theodoſins the younger ſwayed the Eaſtern 
CS Empire,the Perſians,who had been much gained by 
5. anno. the induſtry of the Emperour Arcadixs his tather,8& 
62or, & afterward entertained L; his infinite ſweetneſs and 

| courtelie , lived in good correſpondence of amit 
with the Chriſtians; ſo that many of our Relygion ad. 
ventured themſelves in their Teritory,fome tomake 
a fortune in the Court,others —_ ſure,many for 
commerce, and the reſt there to eſtabliſh true piety. 

Matters of Religion proceeded then very proſpe- 
rouſly, and the moſt eminent men of the Kingdom 
ſhut up their eyes againſt the Sun,which this Nation 
adored, to open them to the bright Aurora of Chri. 
fianity, Bur as there are ſome who never enjoy any 
thing, ſo there are others who never have enough, 
Some Chriſtians not contented with their progreſ- 
fions, which were well worthy of praiſe , thought 
Helinendu, they loſt all, out of the defire they had to leave no- 
apud /i- thing undone. Which is the cauſe, I much approve 
-——FBGA thoſe Ancients, who placed the images of wiſdom 0- 
wi:, © Ver the gates of great houſes, with this inſcription : 

Experience is my mother, $0 the wiſelt and moſt ex- 
perienced thought, xothing was to be precipitated, 
& that mean advancements accomparucd with fate. 
ty, were more to be valued then great ſplendours 
which drew precipices,and ruins after them. On the 
contrary , young and fiery ſpirits thruſt all upon 
extremity, ſuppoſing their power extended to the 
meaſure of their paſhon, Nothing is more dange- 
rous in any affair , then when indiſcreer fervour 
takes the mask of zeal, or that a feaver of Reaſon 
exon for a virtue. Ali his thouphts are deifed, 
lis foot-ſteps ſanRified, and although nothing be 
done for God, it is faid, all is for him. 
Biſhop Adas,a man endowed with great and ſin- 
- 4144 de £ular virtues, but extreamely ardent, and urableto 
Rroyeth a adapt his zeal to the occaſion of times, needs would 
Fyrzum- countenance the humour of the blind multirude,and 
tons for WEnt OULin the midſt of the day to deſtroy a Pyrw- 
matters #f gm, which was a Temple wherein the Per/raxs kept 
Ac 18107» fire to adore it, Men quickly enflamed in marters of 
Faranaves, Religion, fail not to raiſe a great ſedition , which 
or GN19- came to the notice of King 1/degerdes. Ardas is ſent 


Pave). R . 
Judgment for, to give an account of this a :; He defendeth 


of Theods- 
yet upon 
this aa 
on, 


Drawn 
out of The- 
odoxet, Caſ- 


Indiſcreet 
zeal. 


Chriſtians benefit : for the King rurning his proper 
juſtifecation into crime, condemns kim upon pain of 


Of Religion. 
death tore-edifie the Temple he had demoliſhed , 
which he refuſing ro do, was preſently ſ:crificed to 
the fury of Pagans. T heodorer blames him that he 
unſeaſonably ruined the Temple , and convinceth 
him by the example of S. Pau/,who ſeeing in Arhens 
many Altars dedicated to falſe Gods , contented 
himſelf with refuting the error,without making uſe 
of the hammer to dettroy it, as well fore-ſeeing the 
time was not yet come : yet withal commanded this 
20 man, who rather choſe death,then to become an Au- 
thour of impiety in the re-eſtabliſhment of this 
Temple. 

The rage of Idolaters by the Magi 
mies of our Religion)was not wholly extinct in the 
blood of Axdas,but ſtirred up a vielent perſecution, 
which almoſt proceeded to the undermining the 
foundations of Chriſtian religion in Perſia, Men were 
every where ſeen to be _ and roalted, pierced 
with bodkins and arrotvs,thereby becoming ſpea- 

20 cles of terrour & pitty, to all thoſe who beheld them, 
Some were expoſed to waſps in the boyling ardours 
of the ſun:Others thrown into Caves, & places filled 
with infetion, to be devoured by rats, and ſlowly 
gnawn by ugly vermine: Their members fell in pieces 
& their life daily diſtilled drop after drop, their faith 
unſhaken,which the ſword of perſecution ſought for 
evenin their entrails. Their members were not tor- 
mented , for they had none but wounds , for they 
were all over covered with them : and as torments 

zo redoubled one upon another, gave no end to their 
ſufferings , ſo God found the means to finiſh their 
pain, and life by eternity of their crowns, 

The King ſeeing ſo dreadtull rortures rather ſer. 
ved to publiſh the glory of the Combatrants, then 
ruin their virtue, reſolved upon other cruelties , 
which being apparently leſs violent , werein effe&t 
much more pernicious. 

There were among the Chriſtians, two Lords of 
primequality,the one whereof was called Hcrmiſdas, 

4otheother Suexes,who being the two cies of theCourt, 
and Standard- bearers of C hriſtianity,the endeavour 
of the Genti's was moſt violent again{t them to force 
themto abjureReligion, Hormiſdas is firſt fummon- Homiſder; 
ed to return to the Perſian ſuperſtition, &being ſent p"9 5e 
for ro the Palace,the King who much eſteemed him, kis vil. 
both for his great Nobility (for he was of the blood 
Royal) as alſo for the ſervices his father had done 
to the Crown in the quality of the Governour of a 
Pravince, unwilling to looſe him,he made trial of all 

50 ſorts of allurements, to gain himto his opinion, 

But the brave Champion ſtood firm in his beliefe, 
telling theKing with many excellent reaſons, that de. 
ſtroying the faith of his trus Godin Perſia, he would 
bury the loyalty due re his Majefly in the ruing 
thereof : which was the cauſe that 7/4: gerdes, in 
ſtead of yielding the homage he owed to reaſon and 
truth became furiouſly chollerick, ſo thar degrading 

him of honour, 2nd coffiſcating all his goods, yea 
leaving him noughr at all, but a poor pair of linnen 

60breeches, he ſent him out to keep the camels of the 
Army , :dding to this great inhumanity the moſt 
barbarous ſcorn conld be invented againit a gentle. 
man, endowed with ſuch excellent parts. But this 
couraglious heart,which had Rudied the glory of the 
Croſs in che deep abyſs of the ignominy of Jeſus 
drave camels before the eyes of an Army, whercin 
he bad commanded with ſuch alacrity,as others go- 
vern Empires, and thought his rakednefs more glo- 
ri0vs, then the purple of Monarchs, 


(proſefſed ene- Terible 
perſecutds 
on, 


himſelf with much courage, and little ſucceſs for the ©7 The King one day beholding him out of a chamber 


window amons the camels, roaſted under the ſcorch- 
ing Sun,and all covercd over with duft felt his hearc 
mollified 


Part 2. I. MAXIM. Of Religion, 
mollified by the effe& of his own cruelty ,and calling 
him into his palace;after he had laid before him the 
worth of his cxtraction,and the noble employments 
wherewith he meant to honour him,he cloached him 
with rich apparel,and conjured him by all the ways 
of friendihip, to return to the throne of honour, by 
torſiking his Religion, But Hormiſdas diſpleaſed 
with fuch diſcourſe, took the robes were caſt over her ſelfencompaſſed with many kindred and world- _ | 
his ſhoulders, &tore them in pieces in the Kingspre- ly friends,who ſuggeſted according to themaxims of wean 
tence, ſaying: Sir,krep your gifts of impicties, knw 10 ;mpiety : That is was a folly ro forſakr a bleſring ſo 91 ofa 
Hormiſdas will ever 40 any _—_ unworthy his gou- Prejent, torun after a fantaſze of felicity. That the command of va": 

rage:which was the cauſe /{degerdes thruſt him naked *— F087 by er phe —_ oh earth, That 6 

, ' 15band «e[p" , 7 nothing of man, but 

out of the Court, and ſent hym back again to hisca« 1,40 oy longer be « bushand. Thar fhe caormd Ba 

mels,where he ware out a long&painful martyrdom 


lv, and togive life to others by love, not to cut her own throat , 
E@eres peb The ſame {torm fell act that r1me upon Suents, One and her childrens,through wickedneſſ. That a man # ho renounceth 
ſecured. gf the wealthieſt and moſt powerful in theKingdom, honour, can no more pretend t0 nature. To contlade, that it is 


& who had a thouſand ſervants in his family, OM- = —_— —_— Ins that 7 oo n0 dr(bonour 10 marry 

l bake aber Neſſed a ſervant, who is the favourite of a mighty King. # c came not 
cers were {ent to ſeize on his whole eltate PO into the world to be maſters of fortune, butto yeild o its Empire. 
by him,not to maintain riot, but cheriſhpiery, fo that 


hat content can there be to walk up and down Towns and Cities 
in a ſhort time, he ſaw himſelt reduced to beggery. 2 #ke « begger, following a husband, the objett of the worlds laush. 


But he weighing how Almighty God,whocloathed *7-© reſerve all is Iefi of bi miſerable body to ſwords e-flames. $he yield- 
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But behold a ſtrong battery to take from him the 
remainders of his conſolation, The King cauſed this 
woman to be yehemently ſollicited, to make a di- 
vorce from her husband,and to marry his ſervant ; 
to whom he already had given poſſeſſion of hisgreat 
eſtare.T his at the firſt a little {tartled the ſoul of this 
Lady,ſhe yer having ſome humanity inher, bur ſaw 


| | ag So much were here ears beaten with ſuch like dif. «:t» 
Heaven with beauties of light, & in the ſpring-rtime cl like di 
maketh a garment for the & adorn- courles, that through a moſt unſpeakable cowardice 

ed with ſo many millions of lowers, had for us put oo for ook * — and husband, to marry this 

on nakedn(s; corned all theſe violences, and ſaid a» {Ervant,who ſeemed noble enough, (ince he had the 


loud, They Were wot near taking awiy the treaſure of NO LINER oye had yielded,added 
faith he bare in his heart Who attempted it on this ſilly ; ” accomputnment 0t innumanity, that Suenes 
moveable of fortune ſhould remain in his own houſe, as a ſlave to hiswife 
C4 / . 5 
The King, purpoſely to afMi& him the more, took = + brag rs boy v the ava of all world. | nicab1e 
all his children from him, to thraſt them into ſervi- p Boy et oo J eh 9006 ek 27 hm confiancy 
| peg j 4" 30 | 'y pt ) uch treaſures, there is 
rude _ _— : _ Kang 2 many ret Res not leſt foy th:e ſo much as a houſe covered with ſtubble, of fo Ma- 
eXamp C:W Ierewit Omew it 101-ened, leet Z y ny children, none 16 call thee father ? Is it not time for thee to 
ſnatched from be:ween his arms thoſe, who in the | jorſske thy faith, ſince the who flepr by thy ſides, hah lefi thee 2 
imbecillicy of age, had more need of his example, 


1 ert thou among (t the chains of Leſtrigons, ard Tartars — oflos 
an ext. then wealth,he kilsing chem, ſaid: Children, keep pals mighteſt breath a more wholeſom air : But to behold th 


I h tin thi h d 9 bo 
MF ! 4 
tent 12- ftantly the faith of your poor fathergand leave greatneſs and world- Ce ſe gy fdeliry -5 py _y So gp have perp etually 
ty the, Wy 'y of « diſloyal wife for objeft, how is it 

ſtruction 1, fortunes to others, You ſhall ever be wealthy enough, if you ble. b h h Bos, hae: 

for chil- | . Yor of. þoſſuble, but to overthrow the moſt ſtable conſtancy in the world > 

wick perſiſt loyalco God Faith wil' wipe away your tears, will en But Swexes aſſembling copether all he fi 

— rich your poverty, 2lorifie your chains, and wmmorilize the ho- We. £08 r al [ne IOrCces of 
nour of your death. This perſecution is a cloud that paſſeth, but his heart, ſaid: O faithleſs and per fidions diſcourſe js! 
we ſhall quickly behold a bright day,which neither admitteth end All 5 taken from me,but they Cannot take away Jeſus 

Stranger wor Aerkxeſs, T bis conſtancy which ſhould make all 40 Chriſt, 7 follow him in liberty 


nger and bondage,in profperi- 
perice'” the world wonder ,exaſperared the infidels, ſo that ty and adverſity, in life and death: whileft one ſmall 


wan, @Qayly ſeeking out all the ways how to torment, and threed of life remains in my heart, one filly Bark 
burn him with a ſoft fire, they adviſed to give the fly fark of 


breath upon my lips, 1 will combat againſt the gates of 
conhſcition of all his goods to one of his ſervants, hek,axd all the laws of impiety. O the power of the 
who had been the molt treacherous, and cruel a- fpirit of God! O divorce from fleſh and bloud ! 
Sainſt his Maſter. He had nothing left but a wife., =O ſpeRtacle worthy to be beheld by angels over the 
who poſſeſſed inhis heart the place of thoſe chalt gates ofheaven with admiration ! A man to dy in ſo 
correſpondencies , which the law of God afforded many indigniries, ſuch puniſhments, ſuch deaths 4 
him, ind ſhe in beginning making a ſhew of wil» without dying without complaint,growing wan, or 
lingneſs inſeparably «o tollow the forzune of her » ſpeaking any one word unworthy the lips of1 Chri- 
husband, much comtorted this generous ſoul , who 


1c1an!W hat 181t to be a puiſſanc, but to brave all the 
thought nothing was his, but whathe gained tro Ze- powers of earth, and hell> What is ic to be rich, 
ſus Chris. 


bur to place all your treaſures in the heart to God? 
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THE FROPHANE COURT. THE HOLY COURT. 
That it 15 fit to obey Nature ; all 6ther Di- | That nothing is ſo known asGod.,although 
winity veing moſt unknown, 


not acknowledged through our ingratztud 
A Cynick. i gue pong heretofore ſought but inthe quality of the Judge pu 


niſhing their yerc{c 2d- 

for a man witha candle at noon-day : offences, Out alas ! what is man without God > Ty. voldzc- 

and now adays the wicked ſeek God tx4ian ſpeaking of the countrey about the Fa::ine ®** 

in a clear and full hght, and when. they have 


. . . cap.1. 
ſea,ſaith,It is a Region ſeparated from the comerce Exceilen: 

found him, become blind by their own lights , 

in that they ſee not him , whois not to be known 


of men, as well by the providence of Nature, as the *v"- 


reproach of its bruitiſhneſs,It is peopled by moſt ſa- wu Ter 


vage 


It. MAXIM. 
yage Nations, which inhabit, if we may ſay ſo, a 
wandering cart, that ſerves them for houſe, a habi- 
tation, which though perpetually in morion,is leſs 
irconſtant then their manners. Their abode is un- 
certain,their life wholly ſavage,their luxury promi- 
ſcuous,and indifferen: tor all forts of objects, They 
make no ſcruple to ſerve in the fleſhot theirParents 
in a feait with beef and mutton,and think the death 
of ſuch curſed, who dy, when they no longer are fit 
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Of the Eftence of God. 


courſeth : becanſe ifthe ſoveraign Goodneſs be re. Aer 4- 
ceſſarily deſired by our reaſonable appetite,we muſt , of 
affirm the ſupream truth is no leſs capable to be nitione 


known by our underſtanding: & as we are —y Det. 


Part 1; 


—" . 7 A fingolar 
inclined to the ſearch of this foveraign Good, which conſicera- 


may take up all the agitations of our thoughts, ſo we #197 ®!] 
feelour ſoul almoſtwithout any other reflettion,ſtird 
upwith a generous deſire to be united to the 1, cauſe, 

We behold it through ſo many creatures,as through 


to be eaten. Sex foftneth not women in this Coun- 106 lattices,8& it ſeems to ſpeak to us in as many objects, 


try ; for they ſear of their dugs being young, and 
make a diſtaff ſerve tor a launce, being otherwiſe ſo 
fervent in battle, that they had much racher fight 


then marry. The Climate and elements are as rigid, _ 


as their manners, The day is never bright, the fun 
never {mileth, nor is the sky any thing, but a conti- 
nued cloud. The whole year is a winter,and thewind 
ever North. Ice robs them of rivers,and if they bave 
liquour, the fire affords it. ” The \ountains are ſtill 
covered with ice and ſnow. Allis cold in this Coun. 
try,but vice, which ever burneth. YetI muſt tell 
you, (faith he) there is not any thing amongſt theſe 
wonders more prodigious, then wicked Afarciey. 
For, where ſhall we find-a Monſter more odious, or 
a man in nature more ſenſeleſs then him, who did 
not acknowleds the Divinity,and will have the cau- 
ſes,and ſublime reaſons given him of the Eſſence of 
God, which never were,nor ſhall be : for then the1 e 
would be ſomewhat above God, 
Humane 
era good opinion of Divinity inthe Perſon of our Savi- 
perſiterwr ; OUr, Was willing to rank him in the number of other 
iſe benini 50s but it was not executed, becauſe it muſt paſs þ 
mew je-* decree of the Senate: and God, who is all that whic 
no» eric. he is by nature, regarded nor the judgement of men 
Tervl- A* to authorize his Divinity, Tor were as good deny God, 
Nee quic- (ſaith Arnobizs ) as to make the truth of his Eſſence 
quemrefert: depend upon the weakneſs of humane reaſon, 


Nec qu1e- 
Down ne . . 
$e:, an aſe- 1. 1 ask of you whether there be any thing in the 


a known than our ſelf, our ſubſtance,our life, our be. 


Godisber 108 ? It ſeemeth ( fay you) it is the moſt certain of 
ter keown Our knowledges, Now if I ſhew, the ſcience we 
to us then haye of God 1 far ftronger, more undoubted, and 
our lelves..  , 
invincible, then the knowledg we have of our ſelf, 
I neceſſarily convince the ignorance of the Divinity, 
is ſtupid, ungratefull, and puniſhable with all the 
rigours of eternal juſtice, 
I pray tell me, what ſo certain knowledg can you 


o be known, having all the conditions which may make 


as weſſce works of his Goodnels, It maketh us reſt- 
lefs,it ſcorcheth us with an honeſt lame,which teach- 
eth us there is a God, and that we are created for 
him, nor is there any other creature in all vilible na» 
cure, which laboureth in ſuch inquiſition, but man ; 
This ardent inclination to this knowledg, is not a 
ſlight facility offcience,&we ſee conſtant itudy is ors 
dinarily recompenced with the fruition of its obje&, 


2. I likewiſe hold, God of his part is very well to es wo. 


| | mr MAKE known. 
a thing known, as Eſſence, immutability, ſimplicity, 


brightneſs and preſence. If you there look for Being, 

which is a neceſſary obje& of the underſtanding, as,,....., 
colour,of ſight:God,faith $.Gregory of Naziantzen,zts Lamiice, 2, 
acreating Eſſexce,anEſſence comprehending all thing 5.019 m= 
If immutability Origen teacheth, the Divinity ſitteth nz*) 
on the top of bearitude,ever conſtant, never change. ovvixn- 
able : if brightneſs, God is all light, as the Scripture #3 / 5- 
manifeſteth in ſo many places : it fimplicity, Fasſtns acv. 


The * mperour Tiberius having conceived ſome 30 Biſhop of Rhegium ſheweth, God is all what he hath: 97500! 


. homil. in 
if continual preſence, Porphyry confeſſerh, he is every rmer.:3, 


where, becauſe he is not in any part, as bodyes are, F--f»- de 
The Poet Orphexs in his myſterious poefie, calleth®%"**?: 
him gdynm,as one wonld ſay, /ightſcme and vifble,to Des of 
teach us all the world is enfolded within his radi- 95% *'n- 
arce. I will not hereupon inferr, that one may have gue « quis 
in this world an abſolute and perfet knowledg of 1% 
God,as of a thing finite , but 1 ſay, that amongſt ſo 

many lights, it is not admitted that any man ſhould 


74, Aro. world more preſent with us, and more familiarly 4© be ignorant there isa God, Creatour of all things, 


3. What Epicareas can dil-involve himſelf from Reaſon of 
Triſmegiſt us bis reaſon, who reacheth, that were ew? 
there not an Eſſence neceſſary & independent, all we j... 
ſee,all we touch, all we feel in the world,would have ©s35 ne 
no being, but this is meer illuſion. Wherefore ? Be- 5x & 
cauſe the things which may be, and not be indiffe. «: wy 
rently,like ſo many plants or tranſitory animals, one 3ym. 
while are, and another while are not, And we may 
truly ſay,there hath bina certain time,wherein they 


have of your ſelt? Have you it by the knowledg of neither had beingnor namein the world. Now, as 


Hiſtory, which is a reaſonable knowledg , by reve. 
lation, which is extraordirary ; by propheſie, which 
is myſterious , by faith, which is infallible ? 1 do not 
ſee you alledge any of theſe for confirmation of 
your own being, You bave no proofs(ſay you)more 
certain, then your ſenſes, which you know notwirh- 
ſtanding to be bruitiſh, deceivers, and deceived jn 
ſo many objeRs, You hear your ſelf ſpeak, you ſme] 
your ſelf, you touch your ſelf; and for that you af- 


firm you are, although you have not any knowleds 5 


of the better part of your body, by the moſt noble 
' Tenſe within you, but by the help of a mirrour. 
Nay, you know fo little of your ſelf, that ſcarcely 
have you obſerved the number of your teeth : and 
beins far from the particular diſtin&tion of the inte- 
riour parts of your body, ſhall you enter into the 
great labyrinths of the facultyes of your ſoul, you 
would quickly finde out your own ignorance. 
Compare now the ſcience you have of your elf, 


nothing can actuate, and produce it ſelf, muſt we nor 
confeſs, that had there not been from all eternity a 
firſt Agent, which gave motion to ſo many cauſes en. 
chained one to another, whereof they are produced, 
whereinwe preſently behold this great world all had 
beena nothing. For of two we muſt grant one,either 
that the world is created,or not created, If impiety 
tranſport a man ſo far,as to ſay it is not created, but 
bath been from all eternity, bewould ever be convin- 
ced by his own confeſſion, that there were ſuch a Be- 
ing as we ſeek for, eternal, neceſſary, independent, 
which is nothing elſe,but God:He would be reduced 
ro this point, that he no longer could deny the Divis 
nity, but was only ignorant what this Divinity is, & 
in{tead of giving this title to a moſt pure Spirit,aswe g,z. »_ 
do,he would attribute it to a body,as toheaven,wa-,._:__-x 
ter,carth , where he would inſtmtly find himſelf a. 77 _ 2 
ſhamed of his folly,to take for the Divinity, a thing = 
which hath no underſtanding, & conſequently is far * 


with the great proofs, which lead you to the know- 70 le then himſelf. Inſted of a trueGod, he would make 
a million of deities, to become as many ſnares of his 
errour, ard witneſſes of bis bruitiſhneſs. But if the 

world 


ledge of the Divinity. Firſt, we are born to know 
God, as the excellent Divine Alexander Alenfis dif- 


IL.MAXIM. 


world be created, (which it is not lawſul to doubt ) 


part I, 


of three things we muſt affirm one, Either that ir pro- 


duced it ſelf, or that one piece made another,or char 

there was one cauſe external, ſupream,not to be re» 

ckoned among the reſt,which made all the parts of 
- 4«ther 1;- the univerſe. To ſay a thing made it ſelf, 'is to at- 
br: de rripici fix jt was before its being, and to aſſever a propoli- 


| l . » tho , 
4s AS. tion ridiculous to all humane underſtanding. But if 


Of the eftence of God, 


for you muſt have paſſed from infinite Ages, before 
you could come to the father, who begat you. And if 
one coyld paſs over infiniteAges,ſee you not the in- 
finite would be finite?$0 much you torget all truth, 
and reaſonpn the chymzra's ot your wit. And then 
whar abſurdity were it to grant to a Nature fo 
poor, and limited, as is that ot all corrupcible things 
a conſequence of infinite caulcs, 
6. Bur let us wichdraw from cheſe thorns,and nor Cicero 2. 
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| 's tO de 5acur. 
creat. Hua (2 ONe piece made another; ſtill muſt he come to x g vrge ac this time the reaſon which hertotore con- egng- 


ens poren- A laſt piece, which was produced by it ſelf,and fo fall 
"6. 999% again into the ſame difficulty.Beholdthe reaſon why 
hi. ſrpſom we muſt ſtick upon a general cauſe, out of the main 
faceret. De maſs of all cauſes,and which affording eflence,ſenſe, 
% 1: fn, and intelligence to ſo many creatures according to 
itio6ne $- tO the condition, &qualities of every ene,remaineth 
—— eternal,and immoveable,Now he who ſays this, af- 


ww. Ter- irmeth there is a God. 


—_— ad 4 But if ſome impiouscreature will notwithſtand- 
yerl,MAt- 


cion. C3, * . 
Inſtance ing Sorcerers, who caſt miſts upon the brighteſt 
upon tk* morning,and ſay one thing produced another from 
apnnite . . 

number of farther to ſon, bur that this (till mounteth upward i» 
or wick- jzfinitm, and ſo think to make us looſe our judge- 
NE ment and reafon,in the labyrinth of infinities, Firſt 
it is anſwered according to the doctrine of Philoſo- 

phers:There is nothing in the world actually infinite 
& although an infinity of generations of men, beaſts, 
& other creatures were admitted,ſtill muſt you con- 


Force of 
reaſon. 


and the belt of all, and that this was God. Nor like- 2%,ecr 


wielinsSCOL. 


wile let us alledge what was touched by Scotas,who is 1. ditt.2. 


ſaich, A pure Act being poſſible,and there being no 3”. - "x4 
. n-q L prerus & 
incompatibility between eſſence , and purity of ef- poyibilis,erm 


lence,it of neceſſity muſt be,becauſe it tormally ex- £ 2H 


eft attus 
over that ot(a) Ariftetle,taken from the neceflity of 19” 9% 
a firſt moyer,which Axerroes judgeth very effectual 6, 4 
7. I demand ofthee ( O bruitiſh man) who ſo of- «= .qvavis 
ten,blemiſheſt thy knowledges by the impurity off%j” 
thy life,can one ſay a man is hidden,whowereſhew- plyſ.Ser2. 
ed by a thouſand lights, diſcovered by a thouſand Mer2ey': 
voices,a thouſand trumpets; repreſented by a thou- G04 invia 
ſand pitures?Nay, all creatures (who will carefully cible. 
conſider them) are lights,voices, images, which ſhine 


ing perplex the evidence of this propoſicion, imitar- 2q Cludeth all power,not yer aRtuated. Let us alſo pas L109 u0n oft 


feſs this infinite maſs of men, was qo from a 20 Þcfore the pavillion of the Divimty,whuch proclaim, 


cauſe independent, For that which agreeth to each 
part of a ſpecies, and which is properly by it affected, 
__ likewiſe to the main of the whole ſpecies;as 
if1c be pcoper toevery man living to underſtand, & 
reaſon,it mult be inferred, the whole ſpecies is intel- 
Icual,and rational :But in this infinite maſs of men 
ſuppoſed, there cannot any one be aſſigned, who was 
not produced , not by it ſelf (a matter we already 
have refuted)but from another cauſe independent of 


this ſuppoſed maſs : and this cauſe is God, which we 4, 


prove. 


5. Secondly (as lying is ingenious to ruin its own 
labours)they who ſuppoſe this infinity of generati. 
ons & efficient cauſes,deſtroy all ſorts ofgenerations, 
whea they think to eſtabliſh them. For as a quantity 
cannot be divided into proportionable , and corre- 
ſpendenr parts to the infinite, ſo there are no cauſes 
eſſentially ſubordinate one to another,which go into 
this infinity :There-muft neceſſarily be in ſuch ſub- 


which figure, which engrave it on our hearts with an 
eternal charater.7he leſſons of the Divinity arecom- ——_— 
mou to all the world ( faith Profþ:) we learnthem in ,,q.,, 


quadim &- 


the leaves of elements,and in the volumes of time : We terns legis 
cannot but remember them if we forget mot our ſelves. 35 2'* 
Weadmire inPhiloftratns(b)an Atbenian Herod,who paginic ele- 
appointed twenty tour pages for his fon, every one wm 
ot which bare the tirle of the Greek letter, that he MR 
might learn his Alphabet by calling his ſervants.Bur mm comu- 
O ingrateful man !God gave thee a million of crea- | © 7% 
tures, which contribute to thy ſervice,to teach thee injtirarconcs 
his Name,who for his greatneſs cannot be unknown ©*"« <: 
and for his goodneſs ought not to be neglected. 1 Frofg1.s. 
ſpeak not now of all the wonders of the world, 4: voc=r. 
whereof uſe is made to prove the Divinity, becauſe 2 
they are ſufficiently ſeen, and that it is the ordinary (6)Philoit: 
place,whereon they dilate, who handle this ſubject. 2 1 #5: 
It is impoſſible, ſaid C/eomede,that a man who will at- ci.Clco- 


rentively conſider hve things, appearing in the fa. me4e/l- +. 


. , - : 8 . 3 —-—f- : « : . de miindo. 
ordinations a firit,which is a cauſe of a middle,and a go brick ot the univerſe; to wit, the contexture of ſo 


Theophit, Middle the cauſe ofa latter.Necefſarily all theſe cre- 
Raynau- Ated eſſences, and which were but i» poteutia,preſup- 
dus. pole eſſentially An aRual eſſence, always ſubſliſting , 
which is a ſupport to all the reſt,as the carth hath all 
the pieces ofa building raiſed one upon another, It 
Ita Ruvius myſt be to bringyou into the world, that your father 
& Qajet.t» 
part.q.z, acted after your grand-father,your grand-father af- 
art.z.Valq. ter your great g-and-father by a continuation, di- 
:-part-?* ſtin&t & meaſured as ina chain from the firlt link to 


the laſt. For were chere not a firſt, a middle, alaſt , 60 ſo many veins from a liver,ſo many arteries from 


there could not be either order, or ſubordination , 
and were there no ſubordination, there could be no 
action. If infinite number of wheels muſt move to 
make a clock ſtrike, itwould never ſound becauſe the 
ſwindge . being to be given to all the other ftroma 
firſtwheel,chis firſt wheel would never be tound, be- 
cauſe in infinity there is no firſt, And although ir 
were found,it could not communicate 1ts activity to 
the laſt; otherwiſe it muit paſs in a determinate time 


Hoc ai! erm 


many and fo different parts, the order of produCcti- ome inve- 

ons,the relation one creature hath to another, their ye fares" 
ends,and uſe,ſhou!d not admire,agd know thisgreat «jeufe, | 
All,is made by a Nature ſoveraign, predominantand 57s i” 
Monarchal, which produced all things of unity, and = = 

cauſed rhem to re-enter into themſelves by the fame vu partiu 
unity.<o many rays in a ſun,ſo mary drops of water \1 yu}. 
ina river,{o many Rivers in a ſea, ſo many branches bures :o 


and leaves ona root, ſo many finews from the brain, '*< <vow- 


» ledge of 
4 God. 

hearr,ſo many parts of a creature, ſo many motions 
of one principal,conſpire together to make us under- 
ſtand this Firſt of Unities.T wo ſtrings cannot accord 
upon a lute without the wit ofa man, and ſo many 
things high and low, vilible,inviſible, weighty,lighr, 
grear, :hiccle, hot, cold, living, nor living, move- 
able, immoveable, ſenſible, inſenſfible,can they agree 
without the ſpirit of God ? The lines of Mathema- 
ticians drawn upon the ſand of the ſeraſhore , 


an infiniteſpace,which can never be meafured.}f you 70 make a man ſay who is in a defart Iland, that men 
have paſſed by, becauſe neitherBears, nor Lions trace 
ſuch like figures:and cannot theſe valtheavens,with 
; all 


depend from father to ſon,from an infinity of men, 
ro be produced({as you ſay) you could not be a man, 


I. MAXIM. 


all the rivers,and ſeas which moiſten it,make us ſay, 
Nectfſarily God went this way ? If from the great 
{chole of the world,and the general voice of nature, 
thou doſt paſs to ſciences, they do all bear on their 
: brows the marks ot the Divinity. The Mathemarici- 
an ſhews thee the point, which maketh all lines, The 
Arithmetician,che unity, which cauſechall numbers, 
ro tell thee, there is a Creatour, who is the center, 
and beginning of all creatures : Geometry preſent- 
eth thee che compaſs with one {table foot in the cen- I 
ter, the other moving, to ſhew thee the firmneſs of 
the Eſſence not created, and inſtability of all things 
created ; aſtrology propoſeth unto thee irs motions 
fo regular,and mcaſured; Muſick its harmonies, Phi- 
loſophy its reaſonirgs; eloquence its diſcourſes, 
Mechanick,i's works and admirable induſtries, to ler 
thee underitand the effc&s of this increated Eſſence, 
which travellech throughout «| nature without lo. 
ſing any part ofits eternal repoſe. The knowledg of 
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Tertul, 3 
verſ. Mar 


Of the Eſtence of God. Part 7, 
lity by thy inconſtancy ; my Eternity by thy love of 
tranſitory things , my Power by thy imbecility ad 
remiſneſs, my Wiſdom by thy ignorance, my Perfe- 
ion by thy wants,my SanRity by thy vices, my Li- 
berality by thy ingratitude , my Juriſdiction by thy 
tyranny; my Providence by thy ſtupidity ; my Mer- 
cy by thy obſtinacy,; and my Juſtice by thy iniquity, 

I no _— complain of Aſcors and Arabians, who 
perſecuted me, 1 complain of being wounded in my 


o own houſe by my unnatural children. If needs I muſt 


endure the contradiction of all the world, very! 
O Chriſtian, thy hand ought to be the laſt lifted U 

againſt me, The Ox, bruitiſh as he i» acknowledger, Tertul. 
his Maſter ; the Aſs loves his crib, who oweth him ; ve 
what ſay 1? ſavage beaſts, who hayealmoſt perpety- |. :. c. z4. 
ally ſlaughter, and blood under their paws, are re. 2% 
claimed by. benefits, and thou becomeſt obdurate 1mpravis, 
by my liberality. What is there more miſchievous, 954 * 
more intolerable, then to ſee a ſervant rebel againſt {7% 


verſius caput 


cion.l. 1. a God is given to the ſoul,as a dower or inheritanfe 204 Maſter in his own houſe, when he lives of his gra. Demi [+ 


Cc. 10, 


. ofits birth : God ſha!l never be hidden, never ſhall 


Avriame Y , 
5 imerds fail ; fhall ever be underſtood, ever harkened unto, 


ſrexna De: perpetually ſeen. Herod and Nero knew him, being 
dos e&fF : : , i 
unable to free theinſelves from this ſcience: The Po- 


Des late lyphemnſes did believe him in the obſcurity of their 
bit, mw*"  Caves,ever. when they were devouring the fleſh of 


nam Deus . : 
je /en men, : conſcience told them news of him, nor hath 
per itell= any man hitherto grown to ſo much fury, as not at 


getur, ſer- 


eraudierur, ſome time to acknowledge his dependence in the af- 


ſemyer vide frightment of a mind troubled with theimage ofits 3 


bitny, 


crimes, Nothing will appear to be ſo well known as 
God, who makes all things to be underſtood : whilſt 
in the mean time the ingratitude of men bath redu- 
ced himto this point in the world, that he is moſt 
forgotten by all, 

$. {t is the greateſt of evils to be unwilling to know 
tndev*  him,of whom yovcannot be ignorant.Our ignorance 
wards Cod IS Convinced bv his lights, and our ingratitude over- 
- whelmed by h;; goodr:cfs : and yet man asks if God 


Ingrati- 


govern all: why this, wheretore that, why evil, why 40 


wicked and wheretore ſo many miſeries in the lives 
of mortals? He will know the cauſes of the will of 
God, which have no cauſes, but is the chief of all cau- 
ſes, and ( doubly ſtupid as be1s ) he complaineth of 
evils which ſprang from himſelf,and accuſerh God of 
nothing, but becauſe his mercy hath nor at all times 
thunder in hand to chaſtiſe his crimes. He is enfor- 
ced to confeſs a ſoveraign Being, to which he oweth 
all heis,and confeſſing ſerves bim ſo __—_—— 
it were almoſt better to have no God, t 
lieve in one, and make him the obje&t of his negleR. 
Who will epen again unto us the lips of 7/aiah, to 
ſay once more, Hearken,O you heavens, which cir- 
cumvolve over our heads, replenifhed with ftars and 
lights: Hearken,O earth, which baſt ſo often trembled 
with horrour of the crimes of ſo many Mortals> To 
ſay truely (faith the Creatour) had I no other title of 
recommendation towards man, but my ſelf,my ſcep- 
ter, Empire,and dignity, honour & gratitude would 


nary, and ſhakes under his corre&ion? It isnot ſo os 
great a matter to adore with a moſt ſubmiſsreve- quid i- 


rence, whom thou canſt not comprehend,to moiſten 97% 
the earth with thy tears, and appeaſe Heaven with 5 


dome Doms- 


thy penance,and fay,(a) yo the time I knew thee not ! ni 4 tpfiue 


Wo the blindneſs that made me neglett thee ! ppo the Ne en 


deafneſſe which ſhut up mine ears againſt thy ſacred [+ ſim: 
words ! Blind and deaf, 1 deſperately threw my ſelf adbuc plegis 


Ir cmens. 


amengſt ſo many objetts of creatures of the wor id, aud («)s./;/ 


© beanties which onely ſerved te deform me. T hou wort 9 +1: 


with me, 1 not with thee, and all, Which canxot be 
without thee, ſeparated me from thee. It u too late to 
begin to know thee, and too late to begin to love thee , 
bat this will be never to bave an end bnt in him, who 
concluadeth all things, 


The ſecond Examers upon the fe. 
cond MAXIM. 


The Power ef the DIVINITY 
Scrtprure , 


6 ver Infidels. 
: S. Hierom, 


ANTIOCHUS the THEOMAC QUE, »pon 0+. 


; mel! and 
Or Enemy o! GOD, Foſaphus, 


I: were a ye:y hard matter to find out a foul 4 
more proſtituted to impiety, then that of Axrio- 
chai" farnamed the Theomacque ;, and a heart more 
poſſeſſed with the fear of a Deity then Eleazars. 
For which cauſe, the encounter of times, and battels 


Drawn 
from the 


en to be. $O having ſo well oppoſed them, we will propoſe them 


in this Hiſtory. This Aztiochus ho rendred himſelf 
ſo notorions 1n holy Scripture, rough the exor- 
bitancie of his wickedneſs, ſeemed to have derived 


impiety from his birth, for the Antiochuſes, his An- 
ccſtours, cauſed themſelves heretofore, to be ſurna- 
med the Saviours, and Gods of the earth, ; 

He was of a ſpirit,fterce,cloſe, and crafty, intel[i. qnrisctms 
gent, bold,audacious,who ſhewed from his younger 2 politick 


mas, who 


years to have no other Gods but ſcepters, no other 4 ,o 0- 


ever be due to me: but hear what I have done:I have 6c Paradiſe,then fruition of Empires. His father Aytio- ther God, 


nouriſhed children with incomparable ſweetneſs : I 
have bred them, and borne them in the boſom of my 
providence, with unſpeakable tenderneſs, yet was 
contemned by thoſe, on whoſe forcheads I imprint- 
ed the rays of my glory.Forgetfulneſs alone is inſup- 
portable to loye: but what ſhall we ſay of contempr? 
what of injury?There hath not been any excellency, 
or perfeRion in me, which was not invaded and 
checked,O man,by thy vices. Thou haſt reſiſted the 


chus the Great, had given him this lefſon : For he *** ==> 
was an ative Prince, but more judicious then his 
ſon, who never ceaſed to diſturb his neighbour, and 
covertly attempt the Kingdom of «#9pr by arms, 
and ſubtleties, until ſach time that the Romans clip- 
ped the wings of his ambition, as well ro ſtay the 
progreſſion of his overmuch power, become formi- 
dable to the Empire, as to puniſh him for the dan- 
gerous correſpondencies he held with Hannibal, He 


Immenſity of my Eſſence by thy avarice and bound- 07 was enforced by reaſon of ſome agreements and 


leſs ambirion : my Infinity by thy inordinate concu- 
piſcencies, which tend to be infinite , my Immutabi- 


rranſactions of peace to ſend his ſon to Rome in ho. 
ſtage, and that was this Axtiochas we mention, 
This 


Part Tr. IL. MAXIM. 


He wasde- This you1g ?cince,.10 uready bd in his imigi- 
wertda ro7 4 


an hotwe 04002 delig 13 of zmpire managed this occalion;,and 
whe Ry! Aetiving his hipoinels 07 of che necellicy of his fa- 
man.  thers atfurs, iezrncd therein all che ex-eat of ſu- 
pccam powers on exrth,and began co refl:& on the 
R1man:,as gods ofthe whoie world, Oa the other 
de $c;pis,and all the other great Cap:ains, were 
forward to let the pzople bt1o'd this off. ſpring of 
the 4fiazKings,as a Lion enchained, and finding lim 
vain enough they ſpared not flight complements, 
and court {moakes: bur ever held in their own hands 
the higheſt point of authority, and drew prof out 

of all affairs, 
p.udence During his abode in Rome, his facher Axtioches 
of 11> the Great, overwhelmed under the burden of his 
= © ambition, found the cataſtrophe of his pretenſions in 
a tomb,and his eldeſt fon Se/excxes ſucceeded him , 
who had a ſhort life, and an unhappy reign, Art 
which time young Axtio: hb: felt in himfelt a vehe- 
ment itch of rule, more powertully then any of his 
predeceſſours had done,for ſoon underſtanding his 
ambi ion brothers death(who left him the Kingdom of Aſia,) 
© 4:49 and knowing his liſter Cleopatra,married to theKing 
of , £yypr,wasa widovv,and the mother of onely 
one ch1/d,of whom he hoped to be eafily rid, he ar- 
dently thirſled to joyn the two Empires, and unite 
them ugder his power, Now the Kingdom of Syria 
appertaining tro this young Oryhaii, the ſon ot his 
lilter,he in the beginningentred cthereinto with great 
modeſty, in the quality of a Tutour,and Regent, & 
not a Kivg, aforchand diſpoſing the peoples minds 
by Attalus and Enmenes,who did him good ſervice 
in this pretenſion. This wolf clothed in a lambs. skin 
thought to enter by the ſame ways into the King- 
dom of ,gypt,and wrote thus to his filter, T hat it 
Nis eraft. ſeemed the Gods had thrown him ameng thorns at the 
t4+6 When Kings of his age walked not but on violets , 
axd roſes.That being abſent out of the Kingdom, he had 
received ſad news of the death of his thrice hanoured 


Of the Eſcence of © od, 


longer withhold : But tor fo much as concerned A. 
gypr, ſhe made anſwer, Thit ſh. very hambly thank- 
ed him for the compaſſion he had of h:r w dow- hood and 
th: GodsWho afford the deepeſt root « totrees the moſt [xb- 
Jett rr w nds  woald furniſh her with [uffi. irnt courage 
to ſuff cr ſo boifterons ſhi ke. As concerning th! K ing- 
dom of Syria, h s providence had prevented th: good 
opinion ſhe conceived of him beins already reſolv. d toput 
the Regency into his hanas, Bxtas for A:gyp ith, YO WAS 
IO no wecefſity hs ſhonld rob himſelf in the freſhatls of his 
youth, of the plea, ures ſo fas, ly acquired for himyto un- 
dergo ſo many burdenſom charges ina forr:igu Conn» 
trey, wherein he winld not be honoured, as were the 
Prolemees. T hat hey people were ſomeWhat jealons , 
mor would confide in external power , which might 
much diſcentent him in the hneerity he pretended in 
the manage of her affairs. That ſhe was aſſiſtid by 4 
wiſe Conncil, With Whoſe aid ſhe hiped to maintain her 
people in perfelt peace, and raiſe her ſon to the height of 
20 the happineſs of his extrattion, and that it ſhor-1d ever 
be a ſingular comfort for her to be aſſured of the good 
affettion he bare towards her eſtate, andto correſpond 
with him in an unfained intelligenee, 

Axtiochur, who tound not his exſpectation in his 
ſiſters letters, laid down the ſheep-skin,to put on the 
Lions, and began co make open war, by invadin 
the Kingdom of ,/Zgypr,which was the cauſe Cles- 
patra inttantly caft her ſelf into the protection ofthe 
Roman: although the nothing doubted, bur that her 

30 brother had chence ſought ſupport,and credit : Bur 
ſhe on the other ſide knew they favoured juſtice, & 
willingly undertook the cauſes of widows and or- 
phans. Ard verily the Senate of Rowe, cither through Equity of 
A rhe integrity of their manners, or to ballance ſcep- wane” 
ters which twayed under them, and make none ro0 ſupport 
great to the prejudice of their power, inclined to the $92%*. 
widows part, and commanded Amtiochns to retire 
out of .£gypt. He who knew how to court men , 
went about ro gain Popilius Lenas, deputed by the 


345 


father, and immediately of the death of his well-be- 40 Senate to determine this affair, requiring ſome de- 


loved brother , whoſe days he wiſhed might have been 
lengthued with his own years : But that ncthing affli- 
fed him ſo much as to ſee her a widow, burdned with 
an infant, whoſe hands Were not ſo early fit to manage 
a (cepter. Bhuld therefore the cauſe why he now nn- 
dertuck the government of the Kingdom of Syria , 
which was the p:ſſeſſion of his Anciſtonrs, and Where- 
#nto foe had right by the title of dower. Bat otherWiſe 
though he were heavi'y ſurcharged with two King- 
doms, he Was no whit diſcouraged to hare with her 
alſe in the cares of &gyprt, inte, beſides charity to- 
wards his own,the continual praflice of affairs he had 
at Rome zz the miſt knowing [cool of the world,it had 
arquired him ſome dexterity and experience in the 
ſway of Kingdoms. That he would make her reign in 
the af flurnce and pleaſures of a flouriſhing Conrt , and 
proſtrate the whole world at her feet. That ſhe ſhould 
eacly be troubled to ſee their ſubmiſſion, as the gods be-= 


bold earth from heaven, and that he would be as faith- 


lay to withdraw his forces leiſurely, of purpoſe to 

ſpend time for the renewing his plots. 4 aa 
But the other, a man reſoluce,and not to be paid & of an 

with words, making uſe of a riding-rod which he 320 

had in his hand, drew a circle about Aztiochss, and 

encloſed him within it, ſaying :T here is bt one word 


to be ufjed. before you com? out from thence ; you mult neceſſarily 
reſolvezeither on peace with your ſiſter, or wars againſt the Senate 


e> people of Rome. He ſeeing himſelf fo ſtrongly charg- 
ed,gzve way to their demands, and wrote to the $Se- 

JO nate, Thu I eſteemed the Peace which came from their motions Masked 
more glorious then all his uittories,and heard their Embaſſadours, comple- 
as if the Gods had [poten out of heaven to him Thetein mutating meat. 


the molt ſupple Courtiers, who 1aſtead of ſhewing 

taeir Ciſcontent againſt power, give thanks for a 
beating. Howſoever , becoming enraged with rancour yorrible 
toſe ſor e'1a prey eſcaped our of his hands, he dif- perſecuii- 
charged all his choler upon the Few: as theſe who 97.07 © 
make their ſervants ſuffer for the loſſes they had in 
game. He had a ſpleen againſt this ReligiousNation 


fu! a Regent, as he had ever been a loving brother. 60 both through the motive of his own impiety, and 


Cleopatra had been married to Prolomers Epipha- 
xec,and call a bait by the father, to catch the King. 
dom of ,/£gypt, under hope conceived, that having 
Nudicd 1n his ſchool, ſhe would beguil her husband, 

pradence &þring Nils to Exphrates:But ſhe opening hereys, 
or © 2 found her flcſh was much nearer then the ſmock , 
the wites and ever upheld both her husband, and ſon,againit 
of ner b0: her fachers plots, She underſtood the beart of her 
et brother to be deſperately ſubtle, and ambit; 

rother to be deſperately ſubtle, and ambitious , 


and ſceing ſhe could not poſleſs Syria,where he had 


firongly fortified himſelf, ſhe eafily admitted this 7 


h1S imaginary title of Regency, which ſhe could no 


reaſon of Stare, fuſpeQing them moreto :encline to 
King Prolemec*; faction. Behold why he entred into 
}eruſalem like an enraged Lion with huge croups, in A009 
rhe Ry pillaging the City and Temple, ſpar- © 
ing neither the prophane, not ſocred, ſwallowed ex- 
cellive richcs,and plunged the fiery flames of his an- 
ger inthe bloud and tears of tour-ſcore thouſand 
people ; ſome killed,divers ſold,and many fertered,® 
unable to farisfie his cruelty. 

For preſently afrer came out thoſe wicked and Annocj,. 
bloudy Edidts,which made God a pariy, with a vio- * 
lent barred, & let looſe the rains of impiety,even to 

RX x the 
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the deſire of utter defacing the marks of Religion, 
The ftreets of Sie# mourned, Prieſts were banithed 
or maſſacred,the Altars demoliſhed, Temples po'ſu- 
ted with ordures, and uncleanneſs, by abominable 
monſters who renewed ſacrifices to Bee/phegor, and 
Bacchus in the Sanctuary, heretofore inipenerrable 
to mortal eyes.7 he abomination of deſolation foretold 
by the Prophet Dazir/, which was a ſtatue of olym- 
pick ?piter, was ſecento be raiſed 1n the holy place, 
in ſight ofa!l the world. The books of the Law were 
ſought ont through all the houſes, and committed 
to flames, the feſtivals changed into Bacchanals, all 
exerciſe of piety interdited with whips, wheels, 
fires, ſo far that two poor mothers being found ad- 


Of the Effence of Cod. 
2nother, the skin pulled away all bloody from the 
head of this , that, thrown into a boyling cauldron, 
finzlly, ſhe beheld them all equal in puniſhment, as 
ſhe parallel'd them in love. Some while ſhe deliver- 
ed one to the executioners,another while ſhe recei. 
ved the blood upon her garments, preſently the man= 
eled members in her arms, ſhe fought in all, and for 
all, having no other fear, but of their deliverance, 
But ſhe infinitely fearful for the youngeſt of her 


10 ſons, ſhewed him Heaven, then her brealts, the one 


to have bred him, the other to gloriftie him, When 
ſhe ſaw bim dezd,then was the time ſhe thought him 
born, and then with moſt courage ſhe waited on his 
execution. O incomparable mother ! (faith S. Agu- 


Part x, 


ftingwho knew what 1t was to poſleſl children, fince .1«;up. 


minilkering Circumcſion to two little intants, were | 
ſhe feared not to looſe them. Mother of Martyrs, _ 109, 


drawn through the City, having their lamentable 


Combat 
of Elra 
247, 


The Mo- 


Alaccha- 
bees, 


off-ſpring hanged about their necks,and in that po- 
{ture thrown into a ditch, The whole City was 
nought elſe but a ſpectacle of gibbers and flaugh- 


and eight times a Martyr , who equalled her tri- ' 


umphs to her childrens, and her glory to eternity. 
In the end, Antiochns after all this butchery reti- 


ters, the Pagans by ſome falſe brothers, conſpiring 20 ring, the living God, who purſued the tracks of this 


with much tervour to put the Kings Edicts in exe- 


cution. Then was the time, Eleazars combat with 


the ſeven young Machabees appeared, which is ex- 


cellently deſcribed in the Scripture,in Fo/ephus, and 


the Fathers of the Church, that it were a thing ſu- 
perfluous to endeavour enlargement upon it, with 
a more ample diſcourſe. onely fay, that if God per- 
mitted upon one {ide to be ſeen the unbridled foul 
of a man, profeſſed an enemy of all piety , on the 


impious man, and who in his eyes bare the light. 
nings of his juſtice, raiſed Afatrathias and his chil- 
dren, who with a filly handful of men, reſtored fan- 
ifhcation to the Temple , and liberty to the Citi» 
zens; having in four encounters defeated tour Roy« 
al Armies. 

This wretched creature, and who had no religion 
in him, though in appearance he made ſhew of that 
of the Grecians,went to Elymas to invade a Temple 


other,an admirable ſpeRacle was beheld of fear and 39 of Diaxa, where great treaſures were kept; but was 


reyerence,rendered to his Name by the faithfull. 


What a prodigie to fee an aged man ſour-fcore 
and ten yeers old, of one of the prime families of his 


Nation, learned in the Law, of an Angelical aſpe&, 
to go ſmiling to puniſhment ? And he cracking even 
ther bearts with compaſſion, who fate as Magi. 
ftrates upon his ex2cution. Some perſwaded him 
onely buc ro make ſhew to eat hogs fleſh for the 
Kings ſatisfaction, Bur he refleQing on the true 


there ſoill intreated, that he more haſtily returned 
then came thither,laden with contuſion ard in ſhort 
time heard the diſcomfiture of his Armies, and vi- 
ory of the Zews , whereupon he entred into ſo 
deſperate fury, that he reſolved to retire hallily a- 
gain tO eruſalem, and to make of the whole City 
but one tomb, | 

But the hand of God had already deſigned his : 
for it happened being in his coach, his horſes frighted 


point of honour, The hoarineſs (faith he) of this ve. 40 extraordinarily upon the meeting and roar otan E. 


nerable hair wh:rewith my head us covered, having 
waxea old in the exerciſes of Religion , ſufficiently 
teacheth me my duty. It # ni fit for Eleazar to comn- 
terfeit impicty , but profeſs virtue. God forbid, [ 
ſhonld forget the law of my God, difhonour the ſchool 
and dettrine in which ] was bred,or become a [candall 
to theſe young men,to whom God is now pleaſed to make 
a Theater of my Conftancy : T ht honour of my paſſed 
tife hall enter into the aſhes of my Tomb, and my ſoul 


lephane, gave him fo boylterous a ſtroke, that 
thrown on the ground, he received a mortal wound, 
the fire and venom whereof crept ſo far into his 
hurts,that he ſeemed to burn alive like the damned, 
feeling inexplicable dolours throughout all his bo- 
dy, which became a neſt of vermin, and having his 
ſonl turmoyled with Specters and Furies that gave 
him no repoſe. At which time the miſerable Atheiſt 
coming to himſelf after a drunkenneſs of ſo many 


ſhall fly out of this body truly innoceut and not bear in- 50 years, ſpake theſe words, Jus TUM EST SUBDI- 


fidelity into the boſom of my Anceſtours. Then they 
cormenting him under the lafhes of whips and fer. 
vour of flames, he added : 4y All-knowing God, 
thoa art not ignorant, that it being in my power to free 
my ſelfe from death ,, nt ts fail in thy fear, I faint in 
my life I make thee the depoſitory of my ſoul, which 
:ſſneth out of th: ſe torn members, chuſing rather to die 
tortured on all fides, then to live ene filly moment un- 


faithfall, 


TUM ESSE DEo, ET MORTALEM NON Pa- 
R1Aa DEO SENTIRE , profeſſing there was a 
Great God, to whom we muſt ſubmit, ana never with 
him conteſt , when being in the bed of death, he ac- 
knowledged impieiy had been the original of all his 
evils,and that ſhould God reſtore hum to his health, 
he would fill Zer»f/alem with gitis and wonders, e- 
ven to the becoming a Few, and ever proclaim the 
olory of the Creatour, But the gates of mercy were 


After Eleazar, went the glorious mother of the © already ſhut up againſt this difloyal man, who had 
ther of the Afachabees along, having the ſpirit of a man in a fe- 


minine body. She entred firſt of all into the com. 
bat, although ſhe were the laſt chat arrived to the 
crown, bringing ſeven ſons with her to death as to 
the true ſource of immortality, This bleſſed crea- 
ture ſtood between two flames, the one of natural 
love,the other of charity cowards God : Both com- 
batred, bur there was but one prevailed, that ſhe 
might tranſcend all things under God. 

As ſhe lived in ſeven ſouls, fo ſhe was ſacrificed in 
ſeven bodies:She ſaw the tongue rorn out from one, 
the toes and fingers of feet and bands cut off from 


no true repentance : his hour was come which made 
him die, all waſted with putrefaRion inſupportable 
to his Army,who could not endure the Rench,trou- 
bleſome to himſelf, and execrable ro the memory of 
all mankinde. 

The Prophets and holy Fathers mention him as a 
damned ſoul, and the figure of Antichriſt, to teach 
the wicked out of the deportment of this man, thar 
there is not any one withdraws from God, but 


70 flies from his mercy, and falls into the hands of his 


juſtice, which purſueth Libertines beyond the gates 


.of hell. 
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Of the excellency of the DIVINITY. 
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THE PROPHANE COURT. 


That Great men are Gods on earth, whoſe fa- 
vours we ſhould adore. 


Here is not any thing hath more perplexed 

the minds of men ſince the beginning of 

the world, then the diverſe opinions of the 
Deity ; fincethe wiſe# , when they had ſpent all 
their: abilities upon this queſtion , found nothing 
more certain then uncertainty. One would won- 
ger why the knowledge of the true God being fo 
important for man, hath been ſo many Ages ob- 
ſcured and covercd in a great abyſs of darkneſs , 
even from thoſe, who thought. themſelves the moſt 
clear-ſighted in the knowledge. of total Nature, 
But who ſees not-it is an evident puniſhment 
for fin , aud a moſt juſt effet of Gods vengeance , 
who hath permitted truth to be hidden from man , 
becauſe man would conceal himſelf from truth, even 


EFrawerwnt 1n the ſhadow of death , and nothing ? They va- 


in cog1t.a119 
mbus5 ſms, 


& obfcura- 
cums eſt wſt- 


p1ens cor £cv- 
ris 


niſhed in their thonghts ( ſaid the Apoſtle ) aud 
thor ſenſeleſs hearts were obſcared. 

But chat which herein is very conſiderable,is, that 
God hath ever handled wicked men, like the damn- 


Rom.r. ed- for the unhappy ſouls condemned to hell, have 


God ia 
this life 
handleth 
the wick- 
ed,as the 
damacd. 


Diverkity 
of Gods. 


an idza of the beatitude they have loſt, which ſerves 
for an executioner : And infidels after ſhipwrak of 
faith, and truth, which they abandoned, fail not till 
tO retain an opinion of the excellency of the Divini- 
ty,not knowing what it is, nor why tliey ſhould ſtick 
to it. lt was that wherein P/izy eſteemed men more 
miſerable,then beaſts : For creatures not made for 
the knowledpe and fruition of a God, are troubled 
at nothing, nor make any queltion thereupon, con- 
tenting themſelves peaceably to enjoy innocent fa- 
vours of Nature : but the curiolity man hath had 
through all Ages,to be informed of the fate of the 
Sovereign caule,is a {trons conviction of his infideli- 
ty. He finderh himſelf obliged to ſeek into theknow- 
ledge of God, which, as faith Terts/liay, is the firit 
velture of the ſoul: but this knowledge flyeth him 
fo longas he renounceth faith, innocency,and reaſon, 
the prime picces of the intellectual life, 
From thence grew the grear diverſity of gods, 
heaped one upon another by the Genriles.For poor 


2£+1.2--7 humane nature overwhelmed partly by the great. 


neſs of this ſovereign eſſence, partly alſo clouded by 
its own ignorance, miſery, and fin, being unable ro 
underſtand a God,moſt Only and Simple, with one 
fole touch of the ſoul, hath made an impertinent dil- 
ſeRtion of ir,dividins it into as many parts, as there 
are errours on the Altars of Centiles: whileſt every 
one ſought to adore that, which molt flattered his 
imaginacion,or ſenſuality. hey who were more ſpi- 
ritual, have deifted virtues, as Chaſtity, Concord, In. 
teliigence, Hope, Honour, Clemency,and Faith, O- 
rher more abſurd, have ty ed themſelves to the wor. 
ſhip of creatures, as the «Egyptians : Some, who 
queſtionleſs were ſorriſh, have framed gods in hu- 
mane ſhape; fome old,orhers youns, and many per- 
petually infants: They have'made them male, and te- 


male, black, whire winged,and deformed. They moke , 


ſome to riſe out-of a-wind, others trombe ſea and 
divers from rocks. They who were more feartul,and 
ſaperltitious adored the feaver,and tempells not tor 


40 


THE HOLY COURT. 


That all greatueſs is wretched before the 
majeſty otGod, who alone is to be adored. 


eſteem of their worth, but through horrour of their 
malignity. They ware their gods ſhut up in rings, & 
many ſubmitted ro monſters, denying themſelves re- 
poſe, and repaſt,to fatisfie their ſuperitition. It isthe 


347 


miſery which $. A»gsſtine deplored in his City of 


God afcer Plizy the Hiſtorian, and other Authours, 
who handled this ſubjeR, 

But ſuch as amid(t this great obſcurity of Sets 
thought themſelves more gentile,and refined in con- 


IO yerſarion, taking other ways,and leaving old ſuper. 


ſtitions, began to canonize Emperours, Princes, and 
the Grear. ones of the earth,ſaying, There were no 
Divinities more viſible, and propitious then theſe , 
ſeeing they dayly became thediſtributours of glory, 


God of 


» ftatrergts, 


and worldly fortunes. The Athenians, who vaunted wry 
to have the moſt ſubtile wits of the earth, quickly ;;n&ncne 
ſuffered themſelves to fall into ſuch like fAlatteries , of fattery: 


whereof we have a very notable paſſage in Sexeca 
who telleth us, that Aſark Anthony being a Prince 


20 Extreamely diſſolute, was inſtantly called god Bac- 


chns by bis flatterers,and ſoon came to ſuch ſhame- 
leſs impudence,as to ſuffer this title to be engraven 
upon his ſtatues.Behold the cauſe, why entrins in- 
to the City of Athexs,all che men of quality,march. 
ing beſore him, and deſirous to be acceptable with 


Senec, Syas 


I {or. | . 


him, both through humour and affeRion of fav our -* 


they failed not to introduce him with the cicle of 
Bacchus:nay, willingly to over-yalue him above 0- 
ther people, they added the hearty offer of their 


Minerva in marriage, the Guardian-Goddefs of 


their City,who had refuſed all the gods, 

This Prince was not amazed at their coinplement 
for he preſently replied, Their motion was grateful; 
But ſeeirs Minerva was a great goddeſs, he mult 
ſuitably accomodate her to her dignity, and there- 
fore ordained rheyſhould find our 11x hundred tliou- 
ſand crowns to give her in marriage. An Athryian 
thereupon replied, 7 piter her father took the god- 
dels Semele,wirhour demand of any portion: But this 
was to little purpoſe, their flattery cot them ſogreat 
a ſunt,that needs muſt they afterwards exa& it with 
the peoples clamour,many of them affixirg paſquils 
upon Anthonies ſtatue,to deface falſe applauſes by a 
juit reproach, It all flatterers were puniſhed in fuch 
meaſure,theggmber would be very ſmzll: But fince 
they find reWWds, where others recerved nothing 
bur puniſhment,it is no wonder theAges are wholly 
drenched ints ſcrvile complacence. Never were 
Chriſtian men ſeen to be more diſpoſed to ſlavery, 
The great eye of Divine Providence is taken away, 
& all ſenſe of Religion,to adhere to men of gold & 
ſilver: They ceaſe nof rodeiſy the :& wemay truely 
ſay the favour of che rich and great-ones of this age 
is now adays become a falſe Divinity, which recet- 
yeth Incenſe, and Viftims, almoſt from all hart. 
Norwibftandivg he is curſed by the Propher , who 
putteth his truſt in manto the excluſion of God, & 
who thinking to fortify himſelf chroughly in the 
courſe of kumane affairs,makesto himfſelfan arm of 
of fleſh, and bay,to raiſe fortunes, which will yxaniſh 

like phantaſms. 


LT YZ2 For 


III MAXIM, 


Tor this cauſe I here purpoſe to preſent unto you 
ſome paſſages of Gods greatneſs, to oppoſe them a. 
painſt the abjeneſs and infirmity of the mightieſt 
on earth , that ſo we may learn from this diſcourſe 
ro be repleniſhed with a worthy eſtimation of the 
Divinity, and the —— ot the nothing of the 
richeſt magnificences on cartn, 


Tue preatneſs of God compared to the Low 
condition of men. 


341 


L the praiſe of great things endeth in one am- 

ple word; & by how much the more an eſſence 
God is i; Gmple, by ſo much che fewer words ſhall we need 
who he 1s. .DHhge * 
$ 3<nard, tO Explicate it, Of whom mult we learn to ſpeak of 
1:5 de con- God, bunt of God himſelf ? And what do we learn 
ORE #fcom him, but that he is what he is? Thar is to ſay,lit- 
maznwn, # tle,& that is to ſay,all. For,as S. Bernard bath excel- 
6-4-9. # lently obſerved, call God good, call bim great, call 


17 que. him bleſſed, call him wiſe, call him all you can, you 


vel quac- 


Of the Excellency of God. Part x, 


other,no more make vpa man.) he Azicm of $, Fey- Vervard.e. 
»ard muſt be made good, Entry menis reduced tobe 1 
no lenger a may. SO many perſons go daily in and out 7» 02 (+. 
of theworld,as ſma! drops of water into the ſeas. 1 he 7 
ocean is no whit altered, either by their entrance in, »» ton, 
or paſſage out. $ryeca was aſtoniſhed, how one could */"* 1u-- 
ſay there were Comets which preſaged the death of {,,;;.,, 
great men, Jtis not credible (faith he) the univerſe mgm, 


ſhould intereſt it ſelf in the loſs of particula:s, yea, 27" 


3 muudus 


10 were it of Monarchs. We all bud forth like the leaf /::a: - 


of a tree, and die as the cat , neither our life, nor nec 4. 

death any thing imporrteth this great All, "4 Ha. 
| Behold, that which much abaſeth che pride of the 

moft yain-glorious,is;to think upon a beer,& tomb, 

and refle& on thatiample grave, whereinto all man- 7 ,i4 
kind inſenſibly finketh. That is it which 7 called, 4g. 

the ſtoxe of darkneſs. That, which the Ancientenamed, = yy 
the ſecret of horror, T he greateſt Princes ofthe earth #2 1urr0ris, 
reſemble Alexander: ſtone,the moſt exceWent of the 


quid alwd rd him included in this word. When God faid, ] am; 29 world in the brightneſs of luſtre : but fo ſcon as jt 


ale de D | | 
tives, im what T am, be (aid, He is all heis, Add hereunto a 


koc verb® century of attributes, you ſhall not go far from the 
"14 eſſence: If you ſpeak them, you add nothing unto 
Eft. Nome it 2 if you mention them net, you not at allleſſen ir, 
hoce??® S$. Denys givesa particular reaſon thereof, when 
Se. be faith, rhat (a) eſſence is the firſt and laſt pledge of 
$i cenwm Nature, the moſt intimate, moſt neceſſary, molt in- 

moſt ſiwple, and moſt perfect of all 


ns receſs dependent , 
fi a4ſe ; things in the world. Behold the cauſe, why the Ce. 


was covered with duſt , it bad neither force nor 

beauty beyond other ſtones : How great, rich, active 

ſoever they be, the duſt of a ſepulcher makes it ap- 

pear they are nothing. But God alone hath immor- 

tality without dependence, becauſc he is what he is, 

All that which may be, and rot be, hath ever ſome 

time aſſigned when it was not,or wherein it ſhall no 

more be, One may at the eaſt find an imaginary T» a»ten 
time,whenthe moſt eminent Powers were ro:hing, #2 «, 


C.anm tw 


þ e« 4x 1,f;al Father could ſay nothing better to the pur- 30 and tor ſo much as concerneth men, it is ro difficult ,on defca- 


yis ,nilil ad 


didifti ad poſe of himſelf then (b) 1 am what I am. 

ee: "i. Let us herethen ſpeak of the excellency of Gods 
hil daxerts, , 

nihil de es Efſence compriſed under theſe words : and oppoſe 
minuſti, againſt it the frailty, and nullity of our eſſence, that 
(4774 penetrated with the g.eatneſs of the Omnipotent, 
eſſexce. We may be drenched in the abyſs of low humility, 


co b) #3 2, Ourfirſt abje&neſs, and which is of power to 
{us.” humble thoſe who think themſelves the moſt able in 
Erernity 


theworldjs,that we have been an eternityin nothing, 
of nothing , 


matter to give them limits, to which, and in which *: 
they no longer ſhall be men : But of God alone we 35%*.. 
may truly ſay, his years not onely decreaſe not, bur nn, ance 
know not what is to increaſe, lor the Etervity of 7” —_— 
God ( to ſpeak properly) is very long, and very Novar:ani 
ſhort : very long in extent,” for it ſpreadeth over |- 4 Tin. 
all Ages ; very ſhort, becauſe in an inftant it poſ. © *? 
ſeſſeth all it can have in the infinity of times, being 

ever like the center of a circle, which looketh to. 


£0 humi. £Or if you mount, ſtil aſcending upward tothe ſource 49 wards all the lines withour ſtirring out of one place. Man hath 


lacion of Of time, when yon ſhal have reckoned millions of A- 
CG: Heiter., 25,9 Ou ſhal find nothing bur labyrinths,and abyſſes 
» qaippe Of this great eternity without erd, & when you ſhal 
nwogct & preſent to your thoughts all that time, which hath 
q%n14m j preceded, be it real, or imaginary, you wil be aſha. 
yer a med to ſee ſo many millions of years, wherein you 
{= 2x bad not ſo much 2s the efſerce of a ruſh, of a butter- 

flie,or a lilly gnat, That Redomoxt,who threatneth to 


rterran, 
goo; %. hew down mountains,& thunder-ſtrike mortals,and 


ver. Marc, thinks all the ample houſe of Nature was created 5 


L.-3.-0-$ 
Vna & 
germana 
drumtas 


onely for him , who ſwailoweth the world by ava- 
rice,and waſtes it as faſt by riot, thirty or forty years 
ago was rot able to contend for excellency with a 
_———_ catter-piller. (c) What weakneſs, what contuſion of 
vavſiare, humane eſſence ! But thine (O Great God) hath 
{<< 4 /* no beginning : It hath ſeen all rimes unfolded from 
veritaze cei's - bs 7 
ſavr. Non thy breaſt : It hath aſſigned themgſſeaſure , and 
hate re: hath taken none from others for it ut its Eter- 
one nity, The beginning of the lives and reigns of all 


145 « o0mne 
erm tem- 
pus oft, 

Dems ,ſi ve 
rus oft non 


eri, ſi eſt 


a regiſter. He is neither young, nor old, ancient ror 
new : Content your eſt with ſaying, He is eternal. 
3. The ſecond point of our infirmity. is,that after 

Nous non . 
fair, we have had being for a few years, we ſhall be (to 
Humiliati- ſpeak according to the phraſe of the world)an eter- 
no!  nityina tomb, as bodies confiſcated by death, aban- 
doned to worms, 'deſpoiled even to the bones, be- 
come duſt, & conſumed to be reduced into the maſs 
of elements from whence we came. I affirm the ſoul 


4. Our third Annihilationis, that we have much RR 
more non-eſſence, then eſſence,according to Plato's then Ex: 
argument: becauſeif we have the eſſence ot a man,we ſerce. 
have not therefore the eſſence of Heaven, of earth, 
creatures,nor plants,although ſome {militude there- 
of. We are contined, and limited within a particular 
eſſence which comprehendeth a ſoul ignorant & un- 
ſatiable,a body feeble and frail;a ſtrange connexion 
of a nature mortal and immortal;an alliance of a ray 
of the ſun with a dung-hil , of a ſpiric prompt and 
ſubiile,, with moſt infirm fleſh. But God, who is, E*<*!lency 

; ; = of the fim- 
what heis, containeth in bimſelfall poſſible eſſences, piiciry and 
and which is more, containeth them under the ſole usiverſali- 
form of the Divinity. The world is bright in the light 2 902% 
of {tars, reſplendent in flames, ſubtile in air, ſtrea- riſoa o 
ming in eternal veins of rivers, ſtable on the ſounda- ** ws. 
tion of the earth, rich in mines, fruitful in plants,dif- 
played in flowers, and all becauſe it isa world, and 
It a c-eature : but God in one ſole indiviſible, and rgo fum 


Ceſars is reckoned, but of Gods year's no-man hath 50 under one fole form, concludeth the feryour of Se- qui fum. 


Bontm hocg 


raphins,the ſcience ofChernbins,the majeſty of Do- ;, 5.,um 
mirations, the height of Thrones, the excellency of «nd ; role 


PRPYWT | . . hoc & zt- 
Principalities, the itrength of Virtues, the ſuperin. #7 


tendence of Arch- angels, the charicable offices of de 4/4 
Angels,the greatneſs of Heaven,the beauty of ſtars, 9%» # 


, pores ! its 


the ſplendor of lights, the aQtivity of fire, the ſubtle- num wu 
ty of air,the fruicfulneſ; of earth, the eternal freſh- tis 1s «- 
neſs of ſountains,and all we may call great, beauritul, cd 
cr pleaſing, God, I ſay, comprehendeth chem under tonun om 


is immortal, which many times ſerveth to immo:1ta- 70 this great title, 7 am that 7 am. That is it which made '* 


lize its puniſhments. I affirm the body riſzih again, 
although both being ſeparated ſo long one from an 


Ang. l, s. 


©, Arguſtine ay : This and that is good : Take away c ininie. 
this and that when you ſpeak, of Grd ;, and behild © 
the 


Part 1. III. MAXIM. 


th: Svereien 70:d : ſo hal yu ſee God who ts wit good 
by 4 borrowed goodneſs ; but the Good of all g104. 
M avmus 
71m. 0- And verily it is the chief ol bzauties. Bur how think 
- -- -—FOu.is it lovely, hike a meadow all ſtrewed over with 
«# »i« »«- flowers,or as Heaven all enamelled with ſtars? Take 
os away this meadow, theſe flowers,this Heaven, theſe 
ſtars, God is nochins of all created things, but it 15 ke 
from whom all creatures derive being, beaury,go0d- 


God the Father and Creatour of ſpirits , who is as 


| his ficlt effence 15 lovely (ſaid Aaximns of Tyre:) | 


Of the Exceliency of Ce. E 


much exalted above the higheſt intelligerces , as 
ſpirirs are above bodies. 

Our ſpirits reſ:mble the fire of this inferiour repi- 
on,a groſs,and material fire, which carnot here live 
unleſs you pur it to wood, cole, greaſe,or ſuch like, 
Bur the ſpiric of God is ike the tire near to the ce- 
leſtial nr which Philoſophers hold to be tenfo!d 
more ſubrile than air,and nor to ſtand in need of any 


neſs, force, unity, and laſting. I well know what he 10 nouriſhment in its ſphere, but from its ſelf, 


1s not , but cannot ſay what he is. I am ſarisfed in 
& Tera ſpeaking with S. Bernard: In the great God, all is God, 
de cooti- agd there 38 wot any thing in him, Which is not himſelf. 
der.1-5- Finally our fourth miſery is, that our eſſence being 
M-:1ab'liry , 
ef inca. fo ſhort and lender, faileth not to be afflicted with 
ſo many mutations, ſo many viciſfitudes , that we 
may ſay, there is almoſt nothing leſs in us, than our 
ſelves. All change ( faith the Philoſopher ) bearerh 
with it ſome image of non-eſſence, and therefore we 


who change every moment,are (as it were) _— 
20 


in nature to be truſted to, It is not known wit 
what knot, with what chains men ſhould be tied, or 
fertered, ſo vartable, and inconſtant theſe Proteuſes 
are, Ages alter us,and in changing us,change them- 
ſelves. Infancy becometh adoleſcency, adoleſcency 
is taken off by youth, youth by manhood, manhood 
by declining years, and thoſe years by decrepit age. 
}t you reckon well, you ſhal find every one of theſe 
murcations, is a ſpecies of death, 

As time alters our bodies,a thouſand other things 


If we conſider the four perfeRtions which g've ug a Poie2ions 


4 "I G of Go. 
ful Idza of the divine Eſſence,to wit,infinity,immen- Atagnitnd:- 


tity, immutability, eternity, this great Spirit poſſeſe 1» 0 = 
ſerh them by citle of eſſence. Strive no: to compre. #3... 
hend him, for he is infinite. Infinite not in a certain Exce/ſ, & 
manner , not by compariſon of one thing with ano- 3d 
. =T aruc. 
ther,not in poſsibilicy, but abſolutely, aQually infi. 174 nu 
nite:as an ample , and moſt glorious treaſure of all **,"" in" 
- , . : : oy clusjH5,e)?” 4 

offences,and perfections. Aſsign him no limits; for be mus [44 
1s immeaſurable, and extended through all meaſures 1 exc 
without meaſure , not by a local extent, but an indi- 7%... « 

iGbilit 7 le ; 6 : ; z - Itidor. © 
viidility ot prelence, He is high and immenſe. He fammo 
3s in the whole univerſe without confinement, He is our 23m! 
of all the univerſe, without any excluſion from it. 

Repreſent him not to your ſelf under many 

forms,if you defire to figure him in his Nature, for 
he is immutable, Enquire rot of his age, for it ex- £9 p16 
ccedeth eternity, ſuchas you may imagine it, The £57. 

4 , | bl he diernns 
preſent day paſſeth net with him , and et he us in it, dies, & 14- 
ſince al! things are in him. 


mAen [eraghe 


make impreſsjon on out minds, Humours,paſsions, 39 Burtif weregard the three excellencies, which in rr oh 


converſations, cuſtoms, accidents, vices,and virtues, 

ſo often transform us into 0:her men, that one may 

ſay , we are the moſt natural pourtraidts of incon- 
EzoDomi ftancy in univerſal Nature, There is none but God 
mis & 099 can (ay: 1 am the God,who changeth not. There is not 
mutor.,Ma- «s ns . h 
4 +. 6. any the leaft ſhadow of viciſsitude in the great abyſs 
1nſe-+. of light, as he is one without number, infinite 
nies mugval 


ve" nj Without limits, eternal, free from floud and ebbe of 


kd «:cpn time, ſo he is immoveable without augmentation or 
gued igſe 


eo ſunt 1ſta 


your opinion more concern divine manners, (© wit 4. Au 
| ar” Ns tr. 
Wiſdom, Goodnels, and Sanity, I not only affirm Fouics c, 
be is wiſe, bur | ſay he is the abyſs which ſwallowerh 5s. _ 
all wifdoms : I do not only fay he is good, but the © 
b 114, & Ties 
ſource of goodneſs, nature & bounty,a ſource never £nifccma 
emptied bur into it {elf & which continually ftream- 1 7 
e:h out of it ſelf:1 do not only fay he is holy, but the eral. 914 9. 
root,the objeR,the example,& ſorm of all ſancities 
Finally,if we behold the eminencies which illuſtrate 


Ss 


9 2r,eg. 1MInution, He ftands immoveable within himſelf, 49 him , in reſpe& of the eye he bath over exteriour 


{ uit quedand reneweth all yarious nature out of himſelf. He 

—_— takes nothing of men , which he gave them nor, 

«t; pi.» Efſence, is proper to him, as eternal to him. 

wn. $ LE. It is a maxim inTheology,that ſimple forms,which 

£e-93**:5* of themſelves conſtitate a Perſon , make no diffe- 
rence between the ſubje& and nature, that is to 
fay,Gecd is his Deity his life, his eternity, and all he 
is, without diverſity. It is for things compoſed of di- 
vers pieces to be ſuſceptible of any forms , and con- 


things, as are power, juriſdiction, providence, juſtice 
and mercy , this Spirit is fo powetful,thar he can all 

bur impotency.ſv predominate, that there is not any 
thing trom heaven to hell, which boweth not under 
his Laws , ſo provident, that he hath a care of che 
teaſt butterfly in the ayr , as well as of the hioheſt 
C herubin of the Empyreal Heaven ; ſo juſt that his 
ballance propendeth neither to one ſide no: other 

ſo mercitul , chat he pardoneth all. O gteat God ! 


ſequently of ſundry mutations: But God being from $9 Great Spirit ! How terrible art thou to our under- 


all eternity a molt pure A&, as he hath not any 
thing but himſelf, can have no difference with him- 
ſelf: He hath nothing in himſelf berter than himſelf: 
Non ſi a» He hath no part eminent one above another, For 
que #1! ..; DE i$ Without parts; and all chat agreeth to him 
PITT UTE under this title, 1 am what [ am, 
_ If you are not yet fatisfte& enough cnncerning 
7” decon. {Ne £reatnels of this ſovereign Being , and demand 
rider. ſomeihing more particular , the Word will tell you 
in S. 7oby what he learnedin the boſom of his Fa- 
Dews fair. ther : God 5s ſpirit. All ſubſtance inthe world , or 
 &. above the world is ſpirit or body: but as the body is 
wack *r baſe and abjeR,ſo beauty, trengrh,power,abideth in 
pirits The power and juriſdiction of ſpirit : It is the ſpirit 
which doeth all - which animateth , which ateth, 
which quickeneth , which governeth all the inftru- 
ments of nature , which worketh great miracles in 
Tetw {i"- Jjttle bodies , and hath nothing ſo admirable , as it 
165 eennot» a i 
« & rows ſelf. The better partin us is ſpirit, and God is no. 
ratie, & 19- thing bur ſpirit, all ſpirit, all intelligence, all rea- 


tus lumens 


is *%mee fon; all light, (ſaid S. /remens.) But what ſpirir,but 
6, 


ſtandings, and how amiable to our wils | Thou com. 
mandeit by words, thou ordaineſt by reaſon , thou 
zccompliſheſt by virtue all which is,and giving birch 
to all things,only reſerveſt to thy ſelf Eternity. Let 
ir not then be {trarge , if ftrucken with thoſe rays 
which dazled the eyes of Seraphins, we yield to tliy 
greatnefs, and rather chooſe to enter hy love into 
thy knowledg, than by knowleds into thy love. 

6. Let us allo in concluſien refle& on this munifi- 
cent Spirit , who repleniſheth all the world with his 
bounty, ſpreading it over all creatures with incom- 
parable ſweerneſs, Do you not think you behold the Aa» exce!- 
greatOce3,which inceſsantlyfurniſheth the aye with | fit» 
vapours, and waters for all the earth, dividing him- Go wich 
ſelfro ſo many ebjects, yer perpetually entire in hig tbe 9<ca% 
Sreatnels'& ever regular in the meaſure of his eter= : 
nal paſſages. He is ſingular in eſſence, bur very divers 
in histitles and effects , and makivg his circuir ronnd 
about the world,every one gives him names after his 
own manner, Some call him 7ediay, others Pex /i.rx 
ſome Arebick, ſome Athiopian,and ſome Briraxich; 


omers 
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others ſurname him with epithets quite different, e- 
very one deviſeth whart he lift, and in the mean time 
he ceaſeth nor perpetually to pals on his way, and 
not content to encompaſs the whole Earth as with a 
girdle;he cleaverh the mountains of Calpe from Ar- 
byla(thoſe famous pillars.of Hercnles)to enter there- 
into, and bedew the world with his pleaſing itreams, 
He runs a long way,he makes a great circuit ; he ad- 
vanceth delicious Iſlands in the midit of his boſom - 
one while he ſwellech upon one ſide, preſently reti- 
reth back from another, ' He js angry,heis pacitied ; 
he bears and ſwalloweth veſſels: he engulphs earth, 
he killech flames , he ſometimes by long wandering 
paſſages goeth under the world, and purifying his 
waters, Giitilled through thoſe large ſources, maketh 
fountains and rivers to moiſten mortals. And, that 
othing may be wanting to his greatneſs, he mounts 
up to Heaven, there to beget clouds, and entertain 
ſtore-houſcs of waters, as in Cobweb lawn, to give 


Of the Effence of God. Part 1+ 


of egypt, ſhall bethe reproach of thy countenance. 
Shouldlt thou not now forſake all thy ſuperflaities? 
Oughtt not thou to wear ſack-cloth,and carry aſhes 
of penance, having buried the childrenof thy delights 
(lovesand vanities,) which ſo far tranſported thee 
into the forgetfulneſs of cternal bleſsings.2 If God 
be the Eſſence of Eſſences,why doit thou pleaſe thy 
ſelf with making ſo many nothings, by committing 
ſins without number, infidelities without conſidera- 


to tion, and ingeatitager void of ſhame? It God be a 


Spirit, why holdelt thou thy ſelf perpetually fixed 
ro carnal pleaſures, which flatter to.!trangle thee ? 
Look on worldly ambitions,and thou ſhalt ſee them 
bordered with precipices : RefleR on delights,and 
thou ſhalt find them ltrewed all-over with thorns ; 
View the ways of {in, and thou there ſhalt. obſerve 
nothing,but remorſe. Ought not we at this timeto 
reſolve upon conſideration of the-greatneſs & good. 
neſs of God,to bear a reverence,and an eternal love 


afterward the ſpiric of life to trees, to plants, ard all 20 towards him? a reverence, by faithfully keeping all 


the productions of nature, Oh how admirable is he ! 
Yer is all this but a filly drop of dew in compariſon 
of the divine Effence. God who is all in all things , 
being not able to be ſufficiently known by us,in the 
fimplicity of his Eſfence,is called by many names,f1g- 
nified by an infinite number of figures, repreſented 
in divers attributes, and inexplicable excellencies : 
Yer fay we all we can of him,we affirm he never is ſo 
veell ettcemed, as when we account him wholly in- 
comprehenſible: He not onely environeth the world 
with his preſence, but beareth it within his arms,and 
boſom : He formeth it in his Idza's, he accommoda.. 
teth ir in his diſpoſe, he penetrateth it by his virtue, 
maintaineth ir by his wiſdom, and eſtabliſheth ir by 
his power. He is without, yet not excluded from it, 
he is within, yet not contained ; he is under,yet not 
drenched, he is aboze, yet rot advanced, He con. 
firmeih Scepters and Crowns, he raiſeth Cities,Pro- 


his laws,and commandments, and holding his will 
more dear,than the apple of our eys, a love, by day- 
ly offering our lelves, 1t it were polsible, a hundred 
times for him,in as many Sacrifices, as our foul hath 
thoughts, and body members ? My God, make me 
trom henceforth to enter into the bottom of my 
{oul,and to ſilence all theſe troubleſom creatures, all 
theſe inordinate paſsions, which ſo often bereave me 
of the honour of thy ſighe, Appeaſe their ſtorms, 


30 and ſurges, that I may ſilently ſpeak ro thee,and en. 


ter with thee into the great abyſs of dehghrs.which 
thou reſerveit for ſouls the moit purified, char there 
I may be rapt in contemplation of thy bounties,may 
be abſorpt in conſideration of thy beauties,and may 

_ dive into thy beart by ſacred ardours of thy 
ove. 


The third ExamPe LE upon the third 


. p ; 4 Drawn 
VICCES. ard \, .onarchies, he erected States, he cir- M A XI M. from Foſe» 
- yoiP® -  .s x > q 3 Th | r Y ns, rs. 
oy n * nbe q =>x' 25 ecmaner __ p_—_d 40 of the weakneſs of man, and meonftancy rows we 
ftars mt} Caven,ne engravern NC DEeaurty Ot NOWers of humane things, his anti. 


in che meadows 3 and travelleth throughout all na- quities,and 
ture, without taking pains z ever prefent,yert always AGRITE A wang 
unſeen ; ever in ation, yet always in repoſe , ever ; 
ſearching, yer rot needing ary thing ; ever loving, Ho ſaith Man, fays all vanity: He is a wretch- 
ycr never burning; ever amaſling,yet never penurt- ed creature (afhirms that Ancient) whom for- 
ous; ever giving. yet never loling any thing; drawn- tuxe toſſeth as a tennrs-ball, whom miſery, aud envy 
ing to bimſelf, yer bath nothing without himſelf, poize in a bal/ance, whom time deSþoyleth death takgs 
Good (od,what ſay we,when we ſay GOD. away aud of whom irconſt ancy makes a continual me- a 
Yer thou (6 finer 1} thou yet wilt liftan armed 50 1#worphoſus. He entrech into the world by the gate; 2. da 
band againſt thy Lord, againit a God omnpotenr, oi {in, with a body as trail, as his ſpirit. is barren; conſider. 
who notwithſianding will not appear potent to- Weaknets of mortal members, and ſtupidity ot heart;.7,, , 
wards thee, but to do thee good. Blindand infenſible are given him as a portion of his birth, and a necet.purc; mere 
fugitive from the ſovereign Efſencein the region of ity of his condition, If you (as yet) be not periwa-/erm cn 
nothins, and whither wilt thou GO, Nor tO tizd the ded of this \ erity,and more eſteem ro confide inthe, rporis, fits 
reprocches of thy crimes? A caytif pleafure,a wre- world, ard to frame co your felt anarm- of ſtray, was _ 
ched gain,a ſatisfaction of vengcance,difſolure com. then to ſeek ſupport from him who ſuſtaineth with OT 
pany take God out of thy heart, to reſign thee axa three tingers ot his power, the whole globe of the ci 
prey to thy paſſions. Thou wilt adore the favours of Earth, King Agrippa (0i whom $. Luke maketh 
men, that are like the rain-bow in heaven,and which 60 mentionin the Acts of Apoſtles, and 7oſephrs in the 
havirg made oſtent of fo many ſplendours,and vari- eighteenth book of his Antiquities) is able to give 
ed paintings, leave us nothing but water and mor- you a fair leſion or. 
Colm in ter. Thou wilt build fortunes upon a foundation of You have heard in the Hiſtory of Herod, bow this 
eepir”  quick-\lyer,upon a trail reed, upon. a man,who bea- unnatural Prince put his two ſons to death, lawfall Agripp 
averſi 6 reth all the figures of vanity. Thou wilt ſeck for Pa- children by the chaſt Mariamxe, This Agrippa Ba of 
#09 © radiſe in the Capitol, as ſaid Tert»lian. Thou of whom I ſpeak, ſon of the youngeit,named Ariſto- Herd, 


och c. 4, would{t find ſovereign beatitude in the Courts of b6:/us,came into the worlfl with great priviledges of 
Iſaiah. 10. great men,and perpetually eſtranged from heaven & nature,dexterous,courteous, amiable, plealing, born 
\, - thelivins God, thou graſpeſt nothing but Chime- ro court and entertain the fayour of the world, 7;;- 
zoadere s- ra*s of honour, and feeble images of content, The ., des wasa Theater too ſtreight for his great $pirit, 
per Fro firennth of Pharach(Aaith the Prophet 1/aiah) ſhall be he barnt with impatience to be ſeen in the Courc 
rvaram. thy cenfwicn,and the confidence thou haſt iy the ſhadiy Of Tiberius Ceſar, where his mother was ne, 

ecome 
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become gracious with one of the greateſt Princes 

of the Empire, Antexia,mother of the great Germa- 

nicws, and the Emperour Clardins. It was no hard 

matter for him to fatisfic his deſire: For behold kim 

preſently at the Court of Rowe, where he cloſely 

adbered to the perſon of Dy#ſns,the Emperour T i- 

berins his ſon, honoured by ail the world as ſuccel- 
ſour of the Empire. 

Agrippa ſo well knew how to gain this great 

pred n®” Prince, by the ſweet charms of his converſation, 

' that he could not live without him: but as Tyberis 

was a frugal man, ſuffering his ſon not to fall into 

any excels, ſo Draſus was tull of free affedtion to- 

wards his favourite, the effets whereof were yet 

very ſlender. In ſuch forr,taat Agripps entertaining 

correſpondence with rhe ſon of fo great an Empe- 

rour, more plealing than profirable tor him , dayly 

conſumed as the buttex-fiyes in the flames of this 

oreacnel: ; ſo profuſe was his expence above his abi- 


Part x. 


Amities of 
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ſelf aſſaulted by creditours, Provoſts, and Serge- 
ants, which more terrified him than arms, or war- 
ke Engines, The molt powerlull ofchem all, was 
a Controuler of the Emperours houſe, who re- 
quired a huge ſum of money from him, whereof he 
was accountable to Tiberius his Exchequer, To this 
he anſwered very coldly, he was ready to fatisfie, if, 
he pleaſed to be patient bur till the next day : bur 
that night, be ſtole away, and went towards Rome, 


351 


Ioto draw more near to the flame muſt burn him. 


Notwithſtanding before his coming, he wrote to 
T iberius, who was in his Ifland of Capree, to ſound 
the likelyhood of his welcome. The Emperour who 
long before had his wound throughly skinned, for 
the death ofhis Son, wrot back again very courte. 
oufly, giving him 2ffurarce of welcome, and the 
truth is, he found Tibtrizs, who entertained him 
with extraordinary favour, and lodged him in his 
palace. All his buſineſſes went well, had it not been 


ity. The mo:her was extreamly troubled at it, and 29 this Controuler, (whoſe ſhadow he ſtill ſaw before 


reltrained (what ſhe might) her ſons purſe, bur he 
ever found w:ys to opznit again, till ſuch time as 
ſhe dying,and che ſon ſeeing himſelf at hbercy, he 
flew into exorbitant expences,and became indebted 
a third, or a fourth pare,more chan he was worth, 
a gry This is it which 0:dinarily overthroweth young 
roech of MEn, who expet great tfortunes,and mighty favours, 
Lews the Thy think to be preſently in the midſt of the City when 


rwelfth, to 


Franc che Fhey afar off ſee the hand of the dyal. They ſuppoſe 

fiilt, 
promiſe, are engaged, much turmoyl, and pafſio- 
nately hoping, ran all their hopes. Behold a lictle 
the goodly ſupport may be expected from men of 
the world. Dr#/us the Emperours ſon, who bare all 
glory in bloom,is taken into ihe other world, with. 
out makings any mention at all of his favourite : 
Aorippa falls from the charior of favour, and found 
there was nothing got by the ſervice of his Maſter, 
but debts, and difſconcents, 

icQion 

py paſſion will dart from his eyes : But Tiberizs com- 

_— manded him to be gone from che Courr, faying for 

kis dope: A full reafon, he could not endure to look on whar 
his ſon had loved, without renovation of his me. 
mory, and griet. The yours Prince returneth into 
?xde, where, though the grand-child of a great 
Kins, he ſound himſelffo needy, that he wiſhed to 
die, no: having wherewith to live. 

Porerry There is nothing more bittzr to men of quality, 

the Ci! 


his eyes) wrote ſpeedily to the Fmperour, That A+ 
grippa Was exdebred to his Exchequer in great ſums, 
which he had promiſed to diſcharge preſently, but fled 
like a faithleſs man, and diſcovered by his proceedings 
there was nothin# but impoſtare in his aflions, 

This unlucky letrer at the firit deſtroyed all his Generous 
credic, For the old man, who for all his friendſhip ** 3" 
was reſolved not to looſe a denier, cauſed him 
ſhamefully to pack out of his palace, and forbad his 


they poſlels bleſſings, winch will never be had; they 3o Guards, to adruit tim any entrance betore he had 


ſatisfied his creditours. 

The miſerable Agrippa, ſeeking out a God of 
money to make his vows unto, went dire&ly with- 
out any fear to the Princeſs Axtozia to acquaint 
her with his misfortune, and beg her favour. The 
I.ady was ſo generous, and bountifull cowards him, 
that ſhe diſcharged the debt, lending him money 

in remembrance of his dead mother,and for that he 
had been breed with her ſon {/xxdis, beſides ſhe 


He refleRs on the farher,to ſee ifany ray of com- 40 took ſingular pleaſure in his humour, 


This man whoſe fortune cbbed and flowed, faw Flatery of 
himſelf ſuddenly raiſed, fo thatentring into amity *£*** 
with Ceſar,he madea ſtreight league withCaligela, 
by the expreſs commandments of Tiberias, wha 
appointed he ſhould follow him, Theſe were two 
notable ramblers, whom chance had fo very well 
coupled together, as well for conformity of their 
humours,as the encounter of their hopes. They be. 
can a lite wholly ſportive, not thinking on the time 


- he i  among{t all the ſcourges of che world, then poverty, 50 to come, but to hope well of it, nor dreaming of a- 
'S 


” whichever draweth along with it four evil compa- 
116ns, dependence upon another, contempt,ſhame, 
and miſery, This generous heart thought chat death 
would better his condition : But Cypre his wife, a 
good Princeſs, chaſed away his melancholy hu- 
Loyal; of mour, and deſcending fo low, as the ſhame of beg- 
£4. Sins for him, procured ſome little money, that he 
band. the more ſweetly might-paſs this miſerable life : for 
verily he ſometimes lived at Herod the Tetracchs 
charge, ſometime upon Flaceze, Lievtenant of Sy- 
ri. But this kind of life being beogarly, and wai- 
ted on with much reproach, he grew impatient, and 
reſolved to return to Rowe, to bury himſelf in the 
ſhadow of favour, fincehe could nor touch the bo- 
dy of it. The poor Princeſs his wife, ſeeing there 
was not any would lend him mony, unleſs ſhe bound 
her ſelf tor him, did it courageouſly, expoſing her 
perſon to. all the perſecutions of creditours, to help 
her husband. 


Miſeries of 
aman tin 
dcb:ed. 


round beſet with a Legion of devils,no ſooner went 
one our, but ten tormented him, Agrippa ſaw him» 


ny thing, bat that which might make them merry, 

Agrippa periiſting in his ordinary delights,under- 
took one day as he went in coach with Caligy/z to 
ſpeak of T iberins, fiying, That he wits as old as tl: 
earth, aud that it ſeemed death had forgotten him : 
That it was high time he payd tribate to nature, as for 
himſelf, he wiſhed nathing clſe in the world,but quick- 
{y te [ee Caligula, Prince of the world in his place, wo! 
knowing he ſhould lay hold on a good portion of the (e/;« 
cities which all meu were to have under his Empire. 
He found nor, that Cligula,although ardently de. 
{irons to fee himſc!f ſuddenly Matter, ſhewed 0 
take any pleaſure in this diſcourſe, ſo much he fear. 
ed the Emperour Tiberixs, He kept his thoughrs in 
his heart, not truſting his rongue with them, leaſt 
{tones and buſhes _ have cars, 

It happened by chance, that Z-ryches Agryo- 
p#*s coach-man heard all his Maſter ſaid, and was 
ſome ſpace of time without ſhewing any ap- 


But a man much ind-bted is like one poſſeſſed, ,, pearance of it, bur afterward being brought bc- 
tore the Provoſt-of—the—Ciry, "ar his” Maſter 
Agrivpa's requeit, for a piltery appar. 

1m 


His Priſon. 


Seran fe 
prediction. 


Admitab'e 
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bim in his houſe, he ſaid he had many other things to 


ſpeak, which concerned the Emperours life, where- 
upon the Provoſt carried him to Capree, where Ti- 
berins phanged in his infamous pleatures was ſome- 
time withour ſeeing bim. Agrippa who would needs 
excuſe himſelf betore he was accuſed , wholly tor- 
gerting the diſcourſe he had held with Caligula, 
earneltly preſſed this ſervant might be heard; fo far 
as therein to employ the credit of Antoxta,who was 
very powerful with Tiberizs, The Emperour an- 
ſwered, Agrippa need not fret himſelt fo much in 
this affair, and chat it might perhaps be too ſoon de- 
cided for him, This put more diſturbance upon him 
then he had before, ſo that to fatishe him, Enryches 
needs muſt be ſent tor, who urged his accuſation ve- 
ry co!dly, upon which Tiberizs who ſpake bur balt 
a word, ard faid nothing to Aſacro Captain of the 
Guards, but Take, take him,neither naming whom, 
nor how. Afacro chat thought not of h:m at all,who 
was ſpoken of 1n this buſineſs, ood much amazed, 
not knowing whom he meant, which made the Em- 
perour repeat the word again in choler ſaying plain- 
ly: 1 command yon ſeize on the perſon of Agrippa, ſo 
that inſtantly he was caken almoſt in Ca/:gula's 
arms, and pu: to the chain betore the Palace-gate, 
with other Criminals broughc thither. 

It was then very hot weather . and he being ex- 
treme thirity, ſaw a ſervant of Caligrla's named 
Thaumaſtu, paſting along, who carried a Pitcher 
of water ; he cailed him, entreating he might drink, 
which the other preſenting with much courteſie, he 
baving dunk faid : Aſſure thy ſcif,, I will one day well 
pay thee for this glals of water thou haſt given me , if 
1 get out of this captivity, I will make thee great. 
Thereupon leaning to a tree, an Owl inaſtrange 
manner perched over his head, which a certain pri- 
ſoner (an Almaion by Nation) a great Southſayer 
perceiving, torerold him(as Joſephus relateth ) that 
ths bird would prove a good Agr, and that he 


ſhould overcome all his affairs: but when he ſaw her 40 


the ſecond time,let him expe& death within 5 days. 
Note that theſe kind of predictions proceed from 
a cunning leight of the Devil, nor are their iſſues 
ever vey proſperous for ſuch as look after them, 
Notwi.bſtanding Agrippa ſeeing himſelf in this 
condition,deſpaired nor of his fortune, he is carried 
to priſon, rhe good Princeſs Autoria ( whoſe heart 
was rransfixed) not daring in any ſort to ſpeak to 
Tiberiustor him,whoſe humours ſhe too wel under- 
food. All ſhe could do was to recommend him tothe 
Captain,that he might be well uſed & lodged, to ler 
him taketh: barhs,& have lome indifferent keepers, 
He rerained there ſome ſpace with much anxiety, 
when one day as he entred into the baths, Marſya 
one of lis ſervants brought him news of. T iberizes 
bis death, whiſpering it in his ear in Hebrew, to this 
purpoſe, Th: Lioy rs dead The Centurion who guar- 
ded him, ſeeing tkem ralk together in great ſecret, 
would needs have his ſhare,ard underſtanding what 


Of the Excellency of” Cad. 
creet advice, Pcho'd the covſe ly cfter fore days 
were palt, he gave the royal purple, ard diadem 
with his own hands to our As» i0pa,adding thereun- 
to a chain of gold, of l:k&weight with that ofiron, 
wherewith T iberzs bad fertered him , ard cauſed 
him to lway in F-dea, givirg him the Kingdom of 
Ph:lippis in uts whole extent. A year atter he got 
leave of the F mperour to vilit bis Kingdom, where 
every one beheld him with much amazement, ſee. 
ing him return with aCrown,in that place where he 
had been reduced almoſt to beggery. Wherefore nor- 
to be unpratetul tor benefits received from (od, he 
offzzed is gold chain in the Temple, and made 
T haumaſtus, who gave him the cup of water, Con- 
troller of his houſe , ſuch power hath a flight good 
turn well placed over a generous foul, 

When he had reigned about four years,Calignls, 
the little God of his felicity, after a general inun. 
dation of all the vices in the world, is flain by Che- 
reas, which taught him, great men of the earth are 
weak reeds, that in an inſtant fall by the breath of 
God. Every one thought his whole fortune was ru- 
ined ; but the Emperour Claxdixs bis Succeſſour , 
with whom; being young he had been bred, ſet him 
above windand tempeſt, adding to what Cal'onla 
gave him, all 7adea and Samaria. 

Behold how the Kingdom in the end returned to 
the race of Aariamne, of which it had been diſpol- 
ſeſſed, and how Providence rendreth inſenſibly, a 
juſtice molt ſenſ;ble. Agrizpa ſeeing himſelf unex- 
p.Cedly fo exalted , endeavoured all he could to 
gain the love of his people, to entertain juſtice, and 
commerce, to raiſe goodly buildings, and to pre- 
pare at certain times publick ſports and recreations. 
But let us {till purſue at the heels this [rail greatneſs 
of men, which having touched the Stars, is loſt in a- 
byſſes. This unfortunate Prince ſo much deſired to 
become acceptable to his Jewiſhpeople, that through 
exceſs of this thirſt, he embarqued in an ill buſineſs, 
For being arrived at Ferz/alem, at” the time when 
the Church began,which was outragiouſly perſecu- 
ted by the 7-ws, to pleaſe them, he cut off the head 
of S. Fames, brother of Saint 7«hy, and at the ſame 
inſtant cauſed S. Petcr, Prince of the Apoſtles, to be 
taken, whom he fertered with heavy chains, of pur- 
pole very ſpeedily to ſacrifice him to the rage of 
the giddy multitude, had he not beea delivered mi- 
raculouſly by the help of an Angel. 

Bur the unhappy Agrippa perpetually adhering to 
men, and not fearing to purchaſe their favours at. 
the charge of innocent and ſacred blood, ſoon found 
bimſelf over-whelmed under the burthen of his 
greatneſs: to teach perfidious Princes, the great 
ruine of their fortunes often proceedeth from the 
perſecution of the ſervants of Zeſws Chrif. 

The ſeaventh year.of his reign , ferting forth 
magnificent Games at Ce/area, the ſecond day of 
the entertainments, he appeared in full Theater be- 
fore the Ambaſſadours of Tyre and Sidox,ina robe 


it was, became ſo joyſul that he merrily ſupped with ®® of cloath of ſilver, on which the Sun refleQing his 


his priſoner, Yet other reporting this bruit was 
falſe, the Centurion entred into ſuch inraged cho- 
ler, thac finding Agrippain his bead, he made him 
ariſe, fettered him, thought to kill him, for the diſ- 
pleaſure he conceived to have ſo eaſily witneſſed the 
joy of his heart. Bur his anger was ſoon appeaſed, 
the deaihof Tiberizs being moſt certain. 

Caligula bis ſucceſſour burnt withdetire to go in- 


change of Nantly tO Reme to deliver his good friend : but Az: 


Y1ILGE, 


tenia counſelled him not fo much to haſten this af- 
fair, leaſt it might be thought he did ir ro brave the 
decrees of the deceaſed , which he found to be diſ- 


rays, he was preſently beheld reſplendent as a Star, 
and being about to open his mouth to make a 
ſpeech, his flatterers began to cry out with loud ap- 
plauſes, 7r was the wveice of a god, and not of man, wher- 
with he entred into adeſperate vanity,and foſephns 
ſays, that at the ſame inſtant he ſaw the Owl,wher- 
ot the Southſaying impoſtour ſpake which preſa-. . 
ged his death , when ſuddenly he cricd out ro his 
Courtiers ;. Behold the God you have made. whocec- 
ſeth to be a man, you have placed me among the Immors- 
tal, b:t 1 goto take place aming the atad. 
He felt, whileſt he ſpake this, the gripes of a ot 
Ent 


Part- x; 


part, I, 


IV. MAXIM. 


ſent C olick, which inforced him to be carried from 
the Theater to the Bed, and from the Bed to the 
Tomb. The rumour of his malady being divulged , 
the people conceived ſo great a grief therear, that 
men, women, and children entred into his Chamber 
covered with hair-cloath, bewailing him, and pray- 
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Of the Providence of God. 


ing for his health. He beholding them in the extre- 
miry of his pain, wept bitterly, bidding adieu to 
his family, and people; then remaining for the 
ſpace of is days in extreme dotour, he yielded up 
his ſoul, to ſerve as an eternal example ro poſterity 


of man's weakneſs, and the inconſtancy of humane 
things. 
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THE 
PROPHANE COURT. 


o 


That our ſupport ſhould be from cur ſelves, 
without expcttation of any thing from 
the Providence of God, 


The belief T is an unſpeakable comfort to have the eys 
Ca Frog: of God for witneſs of our ſufferings, and 
gy" ER when we in juſtice ſuffer with courage, to 
_ of know our patience is inlightned with thoſe 


His Good- 


nels. 


aſpets, which make them thrice bappy, 

The valourous Champions , who contended in 
the Olympick Games, the ſpeRacle heretofore of 
the whole world , in that proportion they felt 
their skin to ſmart, their blood to drop, their 
bones crack, were comforted to ſee upon one (ide, 
the Judges of their Combares fitting to conſider 
their merit: and on the other, Crowns placed 
aloft before them, the luſtre whereof reflected 
into their eys, to charm their pains by the hope 
of glory, | 

From thence we derive an undoubted Maxim,that 
1t is an unſpeakable comfort to the faithful, who 
indure ſome incommodiries rough and thorny, ro 
know there is an eye of Divine Providence, which 
not only ſeeth-them, but becoming a pledge for 
their travels, promiſeth to their perſeverance aſſu. 
red recampence. 

2. l obſerve the admirable providence of God, 
in that being perpetually queſtioned by the diffi- 
dent ſpirits of Libertines, it ever ſublitterh, bear- 
irs in ir's boſom who would deftroy it, and 
which is more, is eſtabliſhed by the proofs, where- 
with they indeavour to ruineit, I atthis preſent 
lay afide the reaſons, which have ſo oiten been 
refuted. I ſpeak nothing atall oi rhe conſent of 
the wiſe, of the Heaven's motions, of the necel- 
ſary dependance of creatures, of the Architecture 
oCthe Univerſe, of the order and end of every 
thing, of miracles, of prediRions, of ſpirits, of ex- 
amples, and fo many other arguments ordinarily 


THE 
HOLT COURT. 


| That the foundation of Humane life, 
| ſubſiſteth in the Providence of 
| God. 


uſed to prove Divine Providence. I only main- 
tain one thing, which perhaps will ſeem ſtrange, 
but is moſt undoubted , thar the ſ:me reaſons 
whereofthe wicked make tropheys to evi this 
belief from the faichful, are Arrows which recoyl 
back upon themſelves, 

All that which makes them murmur , and cry acanifet 
out againſt the government of a Supreme Cauſe, 
is, that evilsare ſeen in the world, which would 
not be, if a God, all good, all wiſe (as we affirm) 
rook care of things temporal. To which I arfver, 
weought to believe a providence , ſince there is 
evil in the inferiour order of the world, which we 
inhabit, & the profit we derive from our evils, end- 
eth in the knowledge of the ſovereign good. For [ 
ask,fiom whence know we evil to be evill, bur by 
the exiſtence of it's contrary?Had there never been 
health in the body, . we had never knuwn what 
ſ:ckneſs were : but when at any time we faw a man 
20 ſound, freſh, and laſty, who fuddenly lot his ap- 

petite and fleep, by reaſon of ſhakings and heats 

telr over all his body, he is faid ro be {ick, becauſe 
the order of the $00d conftitution he before in- 

joyed, is changed and over-thrown. Likewiſe , 

when we ſce ſome evil to happen in the world, we 

preſ:ntly fay, itis 111, becauſe it is againſt the or- 
der of good : and therefore the very wicked who _ 
complain, cannot fo do, but by affirining and ac- 
knowledging an order, from which this evitis wan- 

30 dered. Now whereſoever there is order, there js Providerr's 

neceſfarily dire&ion and providence, iince we 77,799 
fee one cannot ſo much as tell unto four , and «4 fro. 
reckon ſome number one after another withouc 
the help of reaſon. You commit a ſin,and feel, it in. 
ſtantly brings ſome remorſe with it : what teacheth 

A. Y you 


proof of 
Provi- 
dence. 
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= 7-7.you it isfin, ifnot the Law? 7 entred mt into the 
atum 

m9 cogmevi, knowledge of ſin , but by means of the Law. For 7 
mſi per le-" knew not what concupiſcence was, if the Law had et 
CG told me : T hou ſhalt not cover, ſaid the Apoltle, 
tia» neſcie- Now whatis law , but an order, and a ſovereign 
5.»þ © reaſon engrafted in intelleual nature, which com- 
diceret: Non ; b 
concapiſces, Mandeth , and ordainerh things that oughr to be 
yſal. 63.8. done , with expreſs prohibition of cheir contraries. 


What is it elſe but an eternal rule which guideth the 


dinance moſt holy , which preſcribeth all honeſt 
things, and baniſheth all vice. 
£45144. From thence enſuerh, we cannot complain of the 
\% agitr# pay : n 
w/w» fa- leaſt diſorder, without confeſling this eternal Pro- 
« ſn  vidence, which eſtabliſheth all orders. O the won- 
playa co- 6 n 
"», & in. ders of God ! who caufeth the arrows of thoſe who 
frmare invade his wiſdome , to return againſt ſuch asſhot 
Hur CoNrra 
ie: lingss them |! | | 
3.50me complain there are things poor and abje& 


e£orum, 

An anſwer 
made to : - - 
complaints man will not know their uſe, for fear he therein find 


againftP:0- his own ingratitude, They would have God make 


vicencs the world all of gold, as that Painter, who unable to 
pencil the beautitul He/cy with fo great diverſity of 
parts, and conformity of members , filled his table 
with drapery, which ſeemed rich, but was little to 
5. Tho. ,. De purpoſe. Who ſeerh nor the truth of that fingu- 


tes.l 3.c.91, Jar axiora of S. Themas, that never would there be 
Perfeita bo. yerfet goodneſs in things created , were there not 


nitas in Ye- 
bus exreatis 


nn inven the grace and beauty of the world would beloſt, if 
oh #1."%/* the multicude, and diſproportion of ſo many things 
nitaris, Were taken away , which by an admirable diſcre. 
pance, and diſcord infinitely agreeirg,conſent ih the 
good of this great All:In this it 1s, wherein the muſick 


This is his Table diverſified with many colours,and 
you will deface it : This is his Common- wealth, di- 
vided into ſundry offices, and you will ruin it, 

- Aﬀer this ſo laudable diverſity is blamed, the evils 
of nature are decried, ſerpents8&poiſons are exclaim- 
ed at. and all other creatures thought miſchievous. 
Blind that you are, who ſee nor,an evil well placed in 
the world, is not an evil. Fire which burneth ſtraw, 
makes gold and ſilver ſhine: water which drowneth 
men,dayly gives life to fiſhes. If you take his poyſon 
from .the ſerpent , you bereave him wherewith to 
live : and what ſhal we ſay, that there may be found 
ſuch among men, who have turned poyſon into nu< 


Evils of 
rature. 


Homines 
4's [45 not then accuſe the wiſdome of the Creatour , but 
divine Pro. Only corre ourimprudence, Another , faith he, 
v16-4114 complains nos there are evils, but they are ill diſpo- 
14%rae;, Ted,lince good men have the greateſt part ofthem.Tt 
91«pr97i" 15 an old quarrel,and which hath ſo many times been 
9". ſufficiently refuted, with more vigour of reaſon, than 
Dewn, {4:2 COrreRion in manners. Theheavens , and ftars are 
««fnw> accuſed, when a good Prince bath loſt a battle, and 
Ferr.l.r. de that having all his life time purſued innocency , ill 
Triumpko ſucceſs bach 
cre that another, being ſo juſt, is plunged in a miſerable 
ſait,that the ſea which drenched innocents, favoured 
Pyrates, that hail fell upon the field with croſles and 
benediQtions;and that death ſparing ſo many unpro- 
firable and guilty heads , took away that excellent 
man in his prime. Ignorant that we are of the bleſ- 
fings,and'evils of life ! Have we then taken the cha- 
= = of Chriſtianity under condition to be happy 


in all worldly occaſions? It is reaſon ſince God gave 


theſe petty trifless We ſay the juſt are not the more 
happy, becauſe they do not always gain the moſt in 


in nature, which are to no purpole; becauſe bruitiſh 20 all appear , which the weakneſs of our wits cannot 


ſome order and degrees inthe ſame goodneſs, All 30 £4ged err ſorls by a ſelemn oath to this warfare cf ra, ud m; 


of the great God conſiſteth,and you will diſturb it :-. 


triment. Every creature is good for ſome uſe. Let us go greatMover commits this irregularity; for heceaſerh 


waited on his ſtandards. Some complain gg to perform it, ardif they do otherwiſe, they derive 2025-2 


us eternal bleſſings, he ſhould likewiſe ſatisfy us in all ,,, 


Of the Providence of God. 


play,and traffick, and that they are not the moſt fa- 
voured with good ſucceſs in the world:as if a favou- 
rite ted with viands from the Kings own diſh, ſhould 
complain the King afforded him not the bread was 
diſtributed amongit his Dogs. We would that God 
having fo charily taken us into his protection for 
our cternal ſ:lvation, ſhould alſo charge himſelf ro 
deliver us all our packets. This innocent (ſay you) is 
oppreſſed, and this wicked man is proſperous. How 


Part rx, 


world by the knowledge of do, and not do: an or» 10 know you Gods counſels over both the one and 0- 


ther?This gold (faith $. A»g»ſtine) of one (ide is pu- 
rified in = furnace , and on the other, rhat fiſh 
you thought happy , hath already the hook in bis 
throat, God hath fo long expeRed your penirerce, 
and you cannot one moment reaſonably wait on 
him. The decrees of his providence reſemble letters 
written with the juice of a Limon, which never are 
read , but by the help. of fire, That day when he 
ſhal come to Judge the World in flames, will make 


comprehend, But without expectation of fo long 
a term, there needs but one Sefſlion , there needeth 
bur the quarter of a mans life ro teach many exam- 
ples of divine Providence. 

Let us ftick ſtill to the verity pronounced by the 107, 1h 
ancient gloſs upon the book of Feb : Tempration x Job. 
not a niobt for eleft ſouls, but an evening, which dark- 11G, 
neth, not extinguiſheth light. Let us cleave to the res» «jt nox /cd 
ſolution, which Tertalian teacheth us : ze have cn- 90 45-96* 


Incem of n- 


tribulation. Let us net betray our faith, to betray ozr GR. ul 

glory. The Agyptian Thorne was ever eſteemed in $c.,. 

the contexture of Coronets , and ftill a ſharp affii- 49a: ne- 

Rion patiently borne, hath been highly valued in theo 

Diadem of conſtancy. prugnas ace 
4. If peradventure one ſpirit be convinced upon ©" 

this article by a million of example, which ſhew, if 

virtue for a time hath been afflifted, yer God in the 

end crowneth it with immortal garlands, he fals up- of 4c per 

on the permiſſion of fins, and you find Libervines fo wits» of 

abominable,and unnatural,as to accuſe God to have *** 

roo much goodneſs and clemency to tolerate their 

diſorders * Why doth man complain of the evil 

whereof he is the Authour ? 1f a leg belame, or 

crooked, the moving virtue which of it ſelf giveth 

force and vigour, is not blamed, bur the diſtorted- 

neſs,and the debility of the part, Why do we not at 

leaſt uſe Godin the ſame manner ? When we behold 

a deformed and exorbitant will , let us not fay this 


not to diſpoſe all creatures to good, but confeſs the 
defeR is the evil will, which re{fiſteth its Creatour, 

What wrong doth God unto us, it he being Go- 
vernour of this ample City, called the Werld, will 
not force any man , but gives every one leave to 
live according to his condition ? He ſuffereth tones 
to abide in their own inclination , creatures in their 
inſtint, men in their hberty, He ceaſeth not to 
reach them good, to preſcribe and give them means F-»f:. 


from their evils, either juſtice or repentance. What This au- f 
wrong then doth he , if he make man free , to be. hour bath 
Saf / , been oppo» 
come the more like himſelf. ſod pas 
Have you not ſeen the notable diſcourſe written ws point 4 
by Fexſt us Biſhop ofRheggio,whereWiſdom, Power, iS; 0s . J 
Bounty, and Juſtice, plead before God one againſt be favou 4- 
another, touching mans liberty. Power feared,if he ®'Y inter 
. , x . preted up» 
were let looſe, he might abuſe this free-will to his 5n many 
own ruin,and ſaid he muſt give all except the power _ 
ro undo himſelf : but in the end it was concluded ji ther. 
that that which was beſt and moſt excellent, ſhould ward repu- 
be granted him, to wit, liberty nor to be thrown *24Þ917, 3s 


INLO Caith, 


__ 
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into the world like the ſtock of a tree, but have 
leave to do goodand ill, that his extraction might 
be rendred the more elate, and his ations the more 
lorious : That power would make him more no- 
le, wiſdom, prudent ; goodnefle affilt him in his 
combats, and juſtice crown him in his victories, 
Talem faci- Su let us mke bin, ſaid Wiſdom,that be may vaften to the 
amns ques Charice of the better part, not of neceſi:y, but of me:r good will, 
in dextraw that he. underland evil by reaſon, and do good through virtue. 
partem *"" £0! let us make bm, that goodneſs may appear #1 hu na'ure, 
grahat mem 114 malice out of bis nature. Such let us make him, that he 
ws o may have good in will, and evil in power : And the firft ground 
alum rs. of 91 glory may be the power of ſin, and the wi'l not to att ut. 
rione intel Were it a matter very reaſonable think you, that 
g#, bw od ſhould ceaſe to do good, becauſe man would 


tute per : ___ 
Reiar.Talem take occaſion to do ill? Know we not it 1s a maxim 
f«ciamm of well ordered policy, never to neglect the publick 
£41 MITAS 


-— aaturs, FOC INCONVENIENCIES, and defeRts of ſome particulars, 
malicis fit We are not ignorant, free-will is one of the moſt ex- 


xs &c. Cellent treaſures of reaſonable nature,& why ſhould he 
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ve:'s orders of nature were the ſtrings of 


7«nilius ari Africa biſbop, who flou 4 by 3 
lixth Age, duſcourling vesy ſubtlgly upon this fu ales. $ 
ject, ſhews the relation there is between the civil | 


. . Tre. 
world and nature, comparing the ſeven daies of the ,, 
X piamriy 

week, with _the ſeven ages of the world, The go- 
iy” * 4 * KUETATH, 
vernment of it is ſo "8 and vitible, that Ari- jus in 


fotle himſelf (e) contefleth, the communication of Genefim, 


the firſt being, maintained all creatures in ſtate, and 5 » 


. . l . R a. 
rtothat without its benigne influences, this great All ce) ari. 


would return to nothing, RS 
6. Bur if you ask upon what ſoundation of reaſon Fj« toun- 
this doctrine is built, ] anſwer,it is ſupported by four darions, & 
powerful columnes ; Science, Goodneſs, Juſtice, and 9" 2a" 
the Power of God. His Science iS infinite, and incom- Knowledg 
prehenfible. For he moſt diſtin&tly beholderh all gr. 60%, 
things which have been,are,ſhall be,:nd may be, in gapienie 
their proper eſſence, which 1s che efficient, final, ex. ©! mn 


,emplar,and fandamental exuſe of them You muſt 7%”. 


. . : ; ; OY Deus m 
S$, Tho, God deprive his workmanſhip of 1 under colour, , ner require how this divine *p1rit may {uffice {0 ma- mma ſ«ffi- 


contra that ſome particulars would abuſe it ? Ought we not 
Gent. 1.c.7 


Fanws to. £O CONtent our ſclves to behold in the hiſto:1es of all 


— the Nations of the world, how God purſueth, cha» 


panic, 44 ſeth, deſtroyeth both evil,and evil men,ſomerimes 


prodenem Openly, ſometimes covertly, to reward good men in 
| nn... theend, and reſtore virtue to her throne, of which 


pertinee ne- the inſolency of the wicked ſgeks to diſpoſleſs them. 


gligere 4 T et us then for this reaſon adore the Providence, 
quem defe- 


Em bony. and acknowleds the propoſition I here have proved, 


fait mm 


; mm vl is a firſt order anda primitive rule, without which 


men«m bo- nothing can be well diſpoſed. 


miatis mn 
$79. 


Foundation of the werittes of Divine 
PROVIDENCE. 


———_g a T Here remaineth, having ſuccinRly refuted the 
dence. objections of p ophane ſouls, to inſtruct” and 
Tofu, fertle the faichful in this belief, which is one of the 


& maynun 
wſ+ fecut, 
& <q«4" affirm the doQtine of Providence is grounded upon 


ter ili cn7a 


# & «i. SCTIP:ure, upon holy Fachers,and upon reaſon: Up- 


b»:, $2p.s On the Scripture, which give us aſſurance in ſo many 
Nome duo [ 
P aces, 


£5 c , . , 
[a aotig Wiſdom plainly telleth us, T''at God made [iitle and great; 
&c. au1 as here us nothing ſo vaſt, may eſcape his Immenſit), (0 
Matth. 10, thee 75 20! any thing ſo ſmall, which is deprived th: bleſſings 
in ij” of bi«banaty, H «Providence governeth all things from the be- 
vr yin» gan ag of the world, and ceaſcth not- to disintaugle this great 
90 Ven) gc - , 
S ne, w:b of Ages. The tres loſetth nM one of bis leaves, the bead 
Aft. 17. 
(a) 3a@- © tie Eternal od teache'h us. we d:1ivelife, motion, and 
"of We bring [rom bis boſome, in which he beareth us w thout weari- 
© Oe, neſs, and preſerveth us without lya'ving. All the world is a 
KVEA® &* large (a) divceſs, wiercof be is the Biſhop, and eternal Prelate, 
TI 905 » w 0 14def.utigably watcheth over bis fluch, as ſaith Clemens 
TIE. Alex. Alexandrinus. (b) So ſoon as a Creature us 14 being. it ts mai- 
(6)S. va ſtened with ſources of the divine Piovidence, ſaid $. Diony- 
thy: 4 frus. 414 according to the opinion of $. Auguſtine, (c ) No- 

"ſe ' thing 1s ſcnfibly and tifibly dine in the wo'ld,which cometh zot 
mum * from the interiour, inviſible, and intelligible cabinet of this 
ey = oc24t Monarch, whether it be eymmanded, or permitted. 

Ul . is . * 
TEX Now obſerve,this divine Providence is compoſed 
/ . . 
@c5volcs of three heads; Knowledge, Piſpoſition, and Go» 
(+) 4ugu7, vernment. Knowledge feeth and conſidereth all 
$.c.4 Things: Diſpoſitionordaineth che connexion of parts, 
þcy #* andcorreſpondency both of the one,and other. Go- 
ens ©: , Fa . 
&-viſibslizer VErNMEnt embraceth all things which concern the 
qued ne# de end, as well to divert the obſtacles, as advance the 
iis, Progreilions. God hath all theſe three points ſuper- 
«ze m- Eminently, For as for knowledge, it is moſt perte&, 
regis 3 WE Will preſently demonſtrate, Diſpoſition is ſuch, 
Imperatoris, Dat all che whole univerſe in all its parts is ruled 


aur jbe like a paper with Muſick lines, Which made SynefSme 


tr aut 


Yemurarur, Tay ,/4) che world was the harp of God, and the di- 


o N#us in a cradle of reeds: the 


ny things , ſince all things in compariſon of him, are 7, 
no more then a drop of dew compared to the {)ce. pravarice- 
an. He knows all, becauſe he created all ; becauſe the ” periptcer 
world is no world by any other reaſon, bur thar ;. noon 
God hath known it was a world. The vapours of {.de penit, 
the carth never weary the ſun , it could nor breath ©? 
forth ſo much,it he digeſted not more: fo the know. 

ledge of all objes ot rhe worid cauſe no wearinefs 


in God, becanſe all therein is finite, and his (cience 


that the diſorders condemned in nature, averr,there 4g is, asis his eſſence, infinite. 


7. To this ſcience is joined a great goodneſs, ris good- 
which is the cauſe God loved all hetreeted, and *** 
conſerverh it with a certain tenderneſs of affection, 
and ineſtimable fweetneſs. The Empire of man ordi- 
narily is harſh,and violent. He diverteth the courſe 
of waters,he dryes up fountains, he ſubmitteth Lions 
to the yoak, he placeth turrets on the backs of Ele. 
phants, he changeth merals, he counterfeits precious 
ſtones, he ſophitticaterh rotal nature ro accommodate 


greateſt conſolations of life ; and for which cauſe I 4o it to his pretenſions : but God nor torcing che incli- 


nations of things created, applyeth himſelf ro each 
according to the qualities ot its efſence. He ſhineth 
with the ſun, and burneth with che fire. He makes 
ſhowers with the clouds, pearls with the ſhells, the 
dew of heaven,gold, and fruits with the carth, 
Wennderſtand there are three ſtreamings of this 
bounty: the one by generation,the other by ſpirati- 
on,and the laſt by creation. The two firit are cterral, 
the laſt is temporal, by which he drew the world out 


one of its hairs, the aiy one (iitle bi-d, without his ordinance, o Of nothing, and having produced it, maintains 1t 


both in general and parcicular,affording even to the 

leaſt fly, all accommodation according to its nature, 

and condition, He is not like thoſe Oftriches, which 

lay their eggs on the ſan without hatching them : 

but compareth himſelf to the Hen in the Goſpel, 

which toileth and laboureth inceſſantly, either ro 

hatch, feed or train up her young ones : ſhe waxeth 
lean,ſhe famiſheth her ſelf, becomes angry, briſtles 

up her ſelf. for her precious brood, and raketh that, .. 
npon her for love,which ſhe cannot have by nature. x: «+ 9» 
It 15a ſhadow of the goodneſſe of God, whio ceaf- mr 
eth not to provide for our neceſſities, to love us as «699 
his children, to defend us as the apple of his eye. 7: mn 614 


was(faid he by his Prophet) as the ſoft er-father of my $0.7 
people. I bare them all between my arms, they never run, quid 
vouchſafing to open theiy eyes to my proteftion. Tet will 0m 
T draw them to me by the bands of Adam, which are j,uicui; 
the chains of my charity. 


Adam 1r4« 


Behold in Exedw the little 2foſes who floateth on 3774 


vincul:s 


her for fear of char:rari,, 
the rigonr of menabandoneth hi death, the fj- £*94-+- 
ter followerh him with her eves $9 ſee what will Be- 


Yy3 come 
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him : but her weakneſs conld do nothing 
t bim from —_— inthe mean ſpace 
comes the Pilot of this hittle Barque, be conduc. 


eth it without ſails, without rudder, without oars,he 
bears it upon the wavyes,he makes it arrive at a good 
haven, He eraweth our this Infant,who was as a Vi- 
&im expoſed,to make of him a God of Pharach,one 
day to drownin the red Sea the poſterity of thoſe, 
who would have drenched him in Nils. 


EDA parable virtue of the Divinity, which ſeems to 0b- 
lige God to preſerve and dire what he created, 
But it is to das moſt abjecly of this divine under- 
ftanding,to ſay as did Awverrees, be abuſed his mag. 
nificerce, and ſoyled his dignity, if he buſted bimſelf 
ey in the manage of ſo many trifles. S. Ambroſe judged 
5: ivjuris better when he faid ; If God wrong him/elt in the go- 
of 712070 verument of the world,did be uot himſelf a greater in 
bs injuria JMr 518 Creating it ? For to do, or not 10 do, what one us 


joy imjuria 


Of the Providence of God. Part x, 
little a Spider , which coming into the world, bring. Gil. Par. 


eth rot its rules, its books, its light, it is preſently rpg 
inſtruted in all ic ſhould do. God ſpeaketh inteyi- c-14. 
ourly to all creatures in a dumbe language , with a Jo 
powerful impreſſion, a ſecret commardment : he /ege,vwe, 
gives a ſignal into the world, and every one doth his © 54 
office, every one laboureth regularly as in a Ship, 2 #/, 
and all things agree to this great harmony of Hea- Ss £ 
ven, The little Nightingal in the forreſts, makes an magnundi- 


8. Add to this immenſe goodneſs, juſtice, an inſe- 10 Organ of ber throat, ſometimes breaking her notes "* © 2 


into warbles., ſometimes ſtretching them our at pe 
length. The Swallow is buſie in her maſonry, the 77% 468 
Bee toileth all the day in her inrocent thefts, the ng, 
Spider furniſheth out the long t: ain of her webs, =» 


and makes more curious works with her teer, then "4 


Fiſhes play their parts under the water . beaſls of Te!" 14e 
ſervice labons in their duty , ſmall grains ot ſeed, ** 
though dead and rotten, give life to great Trees, 


feaſſe.quum wot obliged unto hath no injuſtice in it; b«t to abandon a 20 which adyance to the clouds, There is nothing idle 


4ligntd non S a |; 1 j 
BUTe nutty Creature after it 1s produced, is a fl ein of inbumanity. 


ft injsrti And if we regard the juſtice, which appertaineth to 
na, a: c4. the government of men; what malignity and profſti» 
yare quod X - ; . , 
feceris, ſun ation of mind were it to think, ſouls the moſt cai- 
ma incle- tive, having ſome ſpark of juſtice, yet God ( who 
men. muſt be ſovereign perfetion) would ſuffer the 
world to be expoſed to fortune , or delivered over 
to tyranny.as a prey and a booty, without any care 
of it, or inquiry into injuſtices ? There is not any 


in all Nature , nothing diſobedient but Men and 
Devils, who imploy their libercy to reſift him, whoſe 
power is as juſt, as it is eternal. 

10, Let us then —_— this diſcourſe, adore 
the Divine Providence which holdeth the Helm of 
the Univerſe. Let us bchold it as a Watch- tower, 
furniſhed with a thouſand fires thac aburdanily 1n- 
lighten this Ocean whereon we ſail, Ler us behold 
it asa burning Pillar in the wilderneſs of this life. Let 


Age which could not furniſh out a million of proots 30 us bebold it as our Pole-ſtar,and never looſe ſight of 


againſt the miſchievous beiicts, if we would open 
our eys to conſider them, but our diftruſts and pu. 
fillanimities blind us, and olienate us from know- 
ledpe of thoſe truths, which God reſerveth for the 
mott purified ſouls, 

9. Toconclude , the laſt column which ſhould 
ſettle our faith jn the verity of Divine government, 
| is the magiſiral power Cod exerciſeth over all 
O ds theworld, which he ruleth, tempereth, and dire&- 
peves- 


\ LY , . - 
E0U5HS TH heretofore thoſe practick wits, who vannted to ani- 


Mis Power 


my - mate $tatves, becauſe they by certain engines gave 
"ano, © them motion, Wreiched and blind that we are,ever 


bowed down to the earth ,and perpetually deveſted 

of thoſe prea: lights of «aints ! We meaſure God by 

the ell of men, we cloath him after our faſhion, and 

we hold impoſſible to theDivinity, wHat our under- 

| ſtanding cannot comprehend. Shall we neyer ſay 
mer3? 9 with the Prophet Jeremiah : O moſt ſtrong | O only 


Fortiſ:1me , 


it. It is our ſupport, our ſweetneſs, our comfort. It 
is that which cooleth our ardours, drieth our tears, 
breaketh our ſetters, and difſipateth our annoys, If 
we bein derknefs, itis the light, if we be anxious, ic 
giveth counſel. If we be in a labyrinth ot errours, ic 
15 the thread, which guideth us, If in dar-per of ſhip. 
wwrack, itis the Haven, Ard if we be at ihe gates of 
death, ir is life. : 

Away with all curioſities, Southſayers, Sorcereſles, 


eth with one ſole thovght,much otherwiſe then did 40 and >a army ney the name ot aChriſtian, 


Fic upon deſpair,and minds affliction, Ler us learn 

in all things which appertain- to us, ſpeedily and ef- 
feually ro fix our ſelves on the will of the Omni. 

poten! ,Let us continually ſay, God ſceth this affair, 4#2%%. ce 
ſince nothing eſcapeth the quickneſs of his eye : He __ 
loves me as his childe, becauſe he is goodneſs it ſelf; 2»« me. 
He is juſt, becauſe he is the -meaſure of all juſtice : 7"%4,© 
He is potent, becauſe there is not any thirg can re. moderator 
Giſt bis will. Let us expeR awhile : the trouble I in. 297-44 


cuwmgne ple 


magne, & great, and only potent | the God of Hoſts us thy name. 5 © dure, is but a flying cloud, and God will do all for co, us 


poten ! D% T how art great in thy counſels incomprehenſible in thy 


_ cegitations , and thy eys are wpon all the Ways of the 

newen 1ibi, (h:[dren of Adam, 

confilie "  Wedaily ſee upon men, who are but worms of 
the earth, ſo many tokens of God's power. A King 


incompre- 


henſebils ©: (peaketh,and a hundred thouſand ſwords haſten our 


4. «i «. Of fcabbards at the ſound of one 5yllable. A Maſter 
pertiſont of a family builds, and at one filly beck, behold ſo 


Sper em many Artificers, ſo many Mules and Horſes, ſome 


vias filts- 


the beft : Let us ſay with Saint A»guſtine. _— 


O ſovereign Father, who governeſt the vat frame (um imps- 
ef Heaven, 1 ſubmit to thy aireflion. Lead me on the 27. fac | 
right hayd, lead me en the left, turn to What ſide thou 910 
pleaſeft. 1 follow thee without reply, or delay. For what mens, ma- 
ſhould 1 get by refiſtance, bat to be dragged weeping ; —_ 
and to bear, becomtng evil, what 1 mich do ſincerely, quod hens 
becoming good. 0000. 


Heaven, E art aud Sea, ſaid Nicephorus Grego- (4) Qez- 


rom Adam draw materials out of the bottom of Quarries, 0- 50 ris, (a) fight againſt a wicked man as 4 fugitive vn] 


thers carry them in waggons, ſome make morter 
and cement, others hew itones, ſome- raiſe them a- 
--loft, others lay them,ſome play the Carpenters;and 
others poliſh marbles. There are ſome who work in 
iron, and others in braſs: all is done to the like- 
ing of one man, who is poſſeſſed of a little money. 
Do you never conſider God as a great King in an 
Army ,as a great father of a family in a houſe, who 
by his ſovereign power governs all he created, not 


with a toilſome care, but anincomparable facility ? 70 ſpair wor to behold thee in t 


He gave in the bWnning of the creation aninſtin& 
tonall living creatures, and there is not any thing ſo 


from Previdence, and a diftarber of Juſtice, 


x) # oN- 
Ler us learn to ſleep ſecurely in this conformity *#s Eg 
to the will of God, as a little Infant on the Teat of **- 
his Nurſe. Ic is at the ſight of chis Providence, that we oh 
7onas buried in the belly of a Whale, and covered (+) fon. x: 
under the Ocean's waves made a Chappel of the de- {99% 
vouring guiph, which was to have been his puniſh- gurgies rw 
ment, ſpeaking affeionately to ,God : (b) Behold 7, =* 
all thy waves and abyſſes paſs over my head, yet I de- ROS - 
hy Temple. rwrſhs vin 


It was in fight of this that the Patriarch Vee ſhat — ond 


up in the Ark, whileſt wrathful Heaven thundered #»» runs. 


over 
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over the earth, the winds were unfettered, the pil- ſpeak, bur by that ofthis great Work. man ? 


lars of the world tottered with fatal convulſions, Bur if you on the other fide will confider it in Adminble 
whilſt men and houſes were torn in pieces to ſerve protection of men, whar doth it not by the minift *F'm ia 


f mea 5 
as a paſtime for the Sea, and thar yels of beaſts min- ry of irs good Angels ? I ſee upon one fide in hiſto- rare _ 
gled with the cries of ſo many mortals ecchoed 


ries the lictle King Afithridates involved in light 
round abour , laſtly when all the world ſwam, he ning flaſhes, whilſt he innocently ſleepeth in his in- 
refted in an incomparable tranquilliry, adoring the fant cradſe , the flames conſuming his cloaths, and 
counſels of Gods juſtice, Sacred Providence ! we linnens , and not touching his body at all, 


. . To 
proſtrate on the earth adore thee, vindicate us from = whom think you ſhould | arcribure chis ? 


the bondage of our paſſions, make us die toſo many 10 On theother ſide I ponder the prodigy fo leudly 


dead things of mortals, that we hereafter may live proclaimed in the Greek Anthology of a ſhip- 
in thy delight. 


—_ 
wrack, equally ſurprizing a father and a ſon, which gia Gre. 


took away the life of the father , and gave the ſon ** 


The fourth ExameLs uponthe fourth 


leave to arrive ina ſafe harbour , having no othe 
M AX1IM veflel bur the corps of his deceaſed der wh _ 
Diver! 05ſervations upon Provittivies him life by his deach , as he had afforded bim birth 


by his life. Whe did this but the Maſter of Life and 
Er usa little withdraw our minds from diſconr- Death ? 


— ſes to the confideration of examples, like thoſe Beſides, Tread in therelations of Myſcov;a, ſet nemertiu 
who labouring on ſome curious works , refreſh 2q out by the Embaſſadour Demerrins , that a country £898: 
their eyes with beholding the verdure of meadows, Boor, being by ch-nce clammed in the hollow body 
or luſter of Emeralds. Volumes "= be compiled of a great tree full of bony , and finding no means 
without end by him who would follow the foor= to come forth of his licoriſh captiviry , behold a 
ſteps of divine Providence, in ſo great a labyrinth Bear baſteneth ro the ſame tree ro ear of the hon 
of times, and Hiſtories ſo innumerable. But it is not whereof theſe beaſts are very greedy : which 0 b 
my purpoſe in theſe abbreviations , where I endea- ſerved , the poor forlorn crea ure , not diſcernin 
your to ſuppreſs much , and well expreſs a few whar this might be , bur catching hold , ( as one al. 
things. moſt drowned) of any thing which good luck 

It you behold this Providence in nature, there are offered him, graſped the Bea, who feeling himlelf 
eternal miracles, which aſioniſhed che wiſc,animated 30 taken, laboured hard ro fly chrough fear conceived 

al yoices , gave matter to all pens, and filled all the and draweth our the peaſant by an admirable acci- 
Provi- books in the world. On wharſide foever we turn dent, wherein it was no ealie matter to ſay , which 
dence of qyreys,we meet this great Miſtreſs with a hundred of the cwo was moſt aff:ighred. Who direRted this 
Sins  arms,and as many hands, which inceſſantly travel ro but the eye of Providence ? 
works of do us good, It enlightnerth us in the beauty offſtars I admire alſo in the earrt-quake of Aoalia, rhac 
nature. ndlights, it warmethus in flames, it refreſheth us 4: cg the year , '6. 7. the laſt day of Pauly 
in the air,it delighreth us in the enamel of meadows, { where one writerh, hat inthe City of $, Severin 
it moiſtneth us in the ſtreaming of cryſtal fountains, alone , ten thouſand ſouls were raken out of the 
x proficeth and enricheth in the fercility of fields, world ) bow in the horrour of ſuch infinite ruins 
ſo many trees and ſhrubs , ſuch diverſiry of fruits, 4o and ſepulcher of ſo many morrals , a grear bell fell 
vid Senec. fach wholeſome hearbs, ſuch a great quantity of fo fiily over a child, char it incloſed him, and doing 
1. - I be- yiands ſo well divided into all the ſeaſons of the no hurt, made a bulwark for him againſt any other 
" year, ſo many living creatures, ſome whereof come danger ; who ballanced the motion of this metal 
from the water, others from the earth, the reſt from = bur the fingers, which diſtended heaven, F 
the air, every part of che world bringing ics tri- Will you paſs to particulars of tmpires?You will ,,,.:. 
bute; ſo many medicinable waters, ſo many rivers be rapt with admiration.when you come to conſider d-ace 0- 
which afford ſuch delicious ſhores to the land for the beginnings, progreſiions, and events of every ** = 


£ 


commerce, and all humane accommodations. one. You ſhal ſee chem ſprirs like ſmal veins of wa- _y 
| I now letall this paſs, and coming to matters more ter unknown , and with time to take ſuch cncreaſe, 
Ne particular, demand of you who was the cauſe, chat goas to become huge rivers, large enovgh co over. 
ver divers 10 the Canary Iſland, called Ferro,when it is roaſted flow the ficlds. Sometimes it will ſeem to you, they 
countries. wich droughts, and heaven afforderh no ſfuccour by are only ſer upon a needles point , and are ready ro 
Jew"... ſhowers, nor rivers by waters, there is founda ruin ; in the mean ſpace there is an inviſible hand, 
huge tree , which ſeems to change all the leaves which ſupporteth and re-eſtabliſherh them by cheir 
thereof into as many petty fountains: for every one proper fals. You admire, how God fo long ſuffers 
diftilleth water, and all render it in ſuch abundance, ungrateful , and perfidious Nations ro draw them 
that it fafficeth both men and their locks > Who unto him , and afterwards the meaſure of their fins 
doth all this good husbandry , bur the divine Provi- filled up, if they muſt be deſtreyed, it is but to 
dence ? FE ; who 1s it ſupplies ſcarcity of rainin cauſe others to riſe out of their ruins. 
egypt , and commandeth Nl to over-flow the gg The Aſſyrians after the Reign of thirty eight 
* fields in his limited time , to bear in his inundations Kings, changed into Medes, and Chaldeans : the 
the wealth of Pharos, bur it ? Aedes after the ſway of nine Kings, and chree hun- 
Who maketh Antidotes grow in places, where dred and twenty two years, ended in Afyages: The 
poyſons ſpring, but its wiſdom?If Africk have many Chaldeans after two hungred and nine years in Da- 
ſerpents,there are P/j/les,which deſtroy them. 1fo- ris the Afede. But they like two rivers, united in 
ther countries breed {tore of ſnakes,there are Aſhen the perſon of Cyr«s,to make great the Afonarchy of 
wiſtoria Si= flowers, which drive them away. If Egyprhavea the Perſians. The Per/ians after two hundred thirty 
-» Crocodile,it'affords an I»diay rat,which burſterh it. years, and fourteen Kings, diſſolve into the Grecs- 
pits + © There are likewiſe trees to be found which having ans: The Grecians are multiplied to Prelomey's,and 
venemous roots upon one ſide, yielda rertedy on Q, Selencides.. All are finally ſwallowed in the Remax 
the other, By what hand are framed ſo many © Empire. Rome loſt it ſelf after*one thouſand two 
wonders of nature , which make books inceſſantly hundred twenty nine. years, accounted from the 


foundation 
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foundation to the Emperour Argonſtulns,who is ob- nable, cleave rocks, and hew through mountains, to 
ſerved, as the laſt Monarch before the great wrack, do the work of Giants, and find facility in all, which 
which made the Empire a prey to ſo many Nations, humane reaſon conceived impollible ! 
that had fed it with their bloud, From the diviſion Read Panlxs e/Emilins, and Grilielmas T yrius pail... 
of the Reman Empire,ſprang our French, Spaniards, upon the conqueſt of the holy land , and you ſhall 4.1.4. 
Engliſh, Goths, Vandals, Lembards, Polacks, Otto» fee, that birds of the air ſeemed in pay with Godfrey 
waxs.,and ſuch other Powers, ' of Bovillen ; } or who can be but altorzſhed to hear 
Providence Tffrom thence you advance your thoughts to the © it told, how when he belieged Fernſalem, the $yl- Strange 
lk y government of the Church, which is the principal tay having, tavght pigeons to-carry meſſages, di- em 
work of God, and refle& upon it from its cradle to xg ſpatched one of them with a letter which ſhe bare 
the preſent Age, entertaining in your memory its under her wings, to give advice to the beſieged ? 
infancy, encreaſe, travels, perſecution, glories, and But good hap would have it, that a Hawk, ſeazing 
crowns, you will ſtand amazed at the bottomileſs on her, juſt over the Chriſtian army, took her,and 
- depth of the counſzls of the Divine Providence. made het to let fall what ſhe ca-rried,to inform ours 
What other ever bad ſo much care, and tender of the enemies deſign. How many ſuch like acci- 
affeRion over her little infant ſleeping in the cradle, dents ſhew us the care God bath of his, and that he 
as this Providence for the Church and Chriſtiani- never ſuffered them to be overthrown, bur to yan- 
ty? It is a remarkable thing, that at the ſame time quiſh their vices, and to humble their pride by the 
viatiem WHEN Nebachadnez.zar ruined the Temple of Zery- counterpoile of torraign Powers. 
xiftori- ſalcm in the Eaſt,the Capitol was built in the Weſt, 20 What may we fay oi Councils? What may we 
cum. toplant there one day the Croſs, and that Rowe in likewiſe think of great bodies ot Juſtice? How ma- 
the ſpace of one hundred forty two years, having ny times have we ſen counſels diſcovered, and re- 
been {ix times taken, and ranſacked by Alaricws, A1olutions, of which it ſeemed no creature had a 
Genſericns,Odoacer, the Hernli, T heodoricur, Beliſa+ _ thought ? God goverved the hearts and rons es of 
rims, and Totilas, when one would have thought it thoſe,who fonghe to abuſerthem aga.n{t him,a great 
brought to nothing, was ever | ks by God Spirit ſwayed all thoſe members aſſembled, and ſe. 
to be the ſource of lights, and the mother of all cretly did its work to the admiration of the whole 
Churches. world. One ſame motion guided within compaſs all 
How many times hath God tied ſecret virtues to thoſe ſtars, as in Archimedes his ſphere,and accord. 
the ſtandards of Chriſtians ? How many times made 30 ed them by their proper contrarieties.: Great God! \!,,"mw, 
winds and tempeſts to fight under their Enſigns? have we not cauſe to ſay what he did in Sexcca , dare? Sex- 
How often hath he opened for them lands inacceſ- T broaghly to puniſh the wicked man who wundeth rar. 
ſible, calmed ſtormy ſeas for them, changed deſarts the Divine Providence, 1 ordain thing, but that — fe: 
into Paradiſes of delight ? Petty handfuls of ſouldi- he wnderffand the wrong be hath dune to 4 good fa. ©**>ence. 
ers to diſcomfit huge Armies, take Towns impreg- ther. LLOS 
et> ot» <t> <t> eto ot» ot> obs et ot <t2 of <t2 <t> <i> <b> | ob> 021 of <b> of <b> ot> <b> 
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V. MAXIM. 
Of Actidents, 
THE PROPHANE COURT. | THE HOLY COURT. 
'That all is done by chance, by neceſlity, That all is done by the will of Gor, exceþt 
or humane providence | fin. 
Eſay, 6s, 
HE enemies of Providence uſe all kind fſceketh God, and will not find him,making fo many _—re 
l of Engins to oppoſe their own happineſs, errours as paces, ſo many {tumbles asſteps, and as mean, & 
and crack.their own eye-ſtrings, that they many facriledges as there are creatures in the whole 5 /*2” 
may not behold the great eye, which purſues the world. The Prophet E/ay complained in his time aderers of 
wicked even into the ſhades of death. I find the ofthoſe who dreſſed upAlcars to Fortune,and made Foro. 
-” Chaldeans made three ſquadrons,that we may ſpeak Sacrifices to her. But this Se& rook with time ſo <. $. 74s 
ain With holy ?ob, wherewith to afſail this great Mi- great encreaſe, that ic filled the whole earth. For mn. & 
P:ovi- fireſs of the world.Some hold all is done by chance, blind Gentiliſm beholding ſo many ſundry acci- {7 mnt 
«Re andthat nothing but Fortune predominateth in the dents in the life of man, the cauſe whereof they tw:que be- 
actions and affairs of the world : others will ſub- gg could not penetrate, imagined there was a certain ano 
je& all to the laws of fatal neceſſity : the third pur Deity, blind unequal,and turious, which diſtributed mis ls 
their whole confidence in carnal prudence, which all conditions, and held good, and bad luck, as day 9a 3 
not unlike reeds, takes away their ſupport, and andnight in its hands. This Idolatry of Fortnne 1, ws 
leaves them remorſe. was ſo general,that P/ixie durſt ſay : Fortune alone «ccu/arnr, 
Happy he,who amongſt ſo many ſtraights ſhelves, is invoked throughout the world,in all places,at all MW £9 
and ſhip-wracks, can hold the right way, ever caſt- times, in all languages , none talk but of ber, ſhe girawur,vaic 
ing hiseye towards Providence as his Pole-ſtar,and onely is praiſed ſhe onely accuſed;ſhe gives'all pre- #94 © _ 
never looſing fight of it, that be may never looſe ſents,makes all expences, and if you well weigh che 9. * 
himſelf. Let us now endeavour to ruin theſe three great book of the accounts of our lite , you ſhall-mntwr «c- * 
Companies of Chal/deans by the arms of Scripture, 70 find, Fortune filleth all the leaves ofir. in 19: vn 
vhemifcy holy Fathers, and Reaſon. | The Romans who in arms overcame all other Na- mortatines 
of impicry. — Itis a pitifall thing to fee a giddy ſoul, which tions, do go beyond them in ſuperſtition, not con- 5 #797 
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tenting themſelves with one ſgle Fortune, made ma- 
pods A ny,which had no other foundations of their Deities 
the names bur Chymera's of brains beteaved of reaſon as $, 
of Foun 4x guſt ine ſheweth us in his fourth book of the City 
of God. One was called Fortune the firit born, be. 
cauſe they held it was the x. ae of all things : 
the other was all covered over with dugs, and was 
termed Mammoſa, in tellimony of its fruittulneſle. 
One was called Fortune the {trons , the other femi- 


Of Accidents, 


(a) Tht ſecond ſquadron of our Chaldeanstake- , ......., 
irg a quite. contrary way to this, will bruitiſhly (quacen, 
maintain all things are done by a fatal neceſſity, 
which ſome attribute to {tars, others to divine pre- 
ſcience. Foraſmuch as concerneth ſtars,it is a diſtin 
queſtion, which would well deſerve a much lonser 


diſcourſe, than this preſent deſign permitreth (b). 


359 


(b) Vanity 


f Aſlio- 
We have ſhewed in lome other tormer- tracts, and j;.} 


: logy, 
will alſo manifeft once again, how vain,and frivolous 


nine, the other a virgin, the other inconſtant, the xo the ſcience of Horoſcopes is, being taken in that 


other ſtable. One was for certain days, another for 
all times : One for Emperours, all of gold, which 
they kept in their chambers as arelick, and another 
for the people, of wood or earth, 

Laſtly not fo much as young men, but adorcd « 
barbed Fortune that their firſt beard might grow in 


Ang. 1.4: 
de cuvirt, 


ei *** good faſhion. Good God! what ignorance,what a 
cloud! See we not how groſs theſe tuperſtitions are, 
ſince the bloud of Zeſ#4 waſhed away the ſtain?Not- 
withſtanding the world is filled with (laves of For- 
tune who ceaſe not to impute ll proſperities, and 
adverſities of life to the hazard of chance, 

That For- 2, Now to decide this point ; we muſt know For- 

raneis i tyre is nought elſe, but man himſelf, when without 

the power ,. .. ; b 

of Provi- DInking upon it, he makes himſelf the accidental 

dence. 


cauſe ot an effe& not pretended. 

vis. de , Aman through deſpair ſought for a halter to hang 
caulis Fore Inmſelf, and ſtirring the earch in an unuſual place 
rn eff met with a treaſure : it was ſaid to be fortune, yet 


cauſa per 


heigth, whereunto the vanity of ſome. impoſtours 
hath raiſed it, not here intending to condemn thoſe 
who handle Aſtrology within limits permitted by 
the Church. Let us now be contented to ſay it is a 
ſavage ignorance to ſeek to infer from the courſe 
of planets an abſo!ute neceſſity upon mens aRions: 
ſince even judicial Aftrologers the moſt fervent and 
obſtinate,durft never proceed fo far.All ſay the ſtars 
meke impreſſions of certain qualities upon bodies, 


20 and minds , but that they may be diverted by pre- 


caution:which gave anthority to the famous axiom 
of Ptolomy, cited by S. Thomas in the book of deſti- 
ny,affirming, (a) the wiſe man ſhall rule the ſtars. (a) S, 
(b) Tertulian inthe treatiſe of Idolatry, aid per- hog Pang 
tinently, that evil Angels are made prime maſters '$apicus 4+. 
of the curioſity of Horoſcopes , and that as they 7467 
were baniſhed from Heaven, fo are their Diſciples C771, 
from the earth, as by an extenſion of the divine fen- ce 14o,c.9, 
tence. He addeth, that man ſhould nor at all pre. ©" 


"EMH ematltcs 
54 1» 4s this fortune nothing elſe but man, who in ſearch- 3o tend to the Kingdom of. Heaven, who makes a pra- j.,1 angel 


bis que per ing. gave. occaſion to this effe&, which followed, 

ccctne® though never by him intended, In reſpe&t of man 

alicnjus fg. | - . - 

graiafiune. this chance is abſolutely caſual, in reſpe& of the 
prime cauſe which is God it is a Providence, Behold 
a man cruſhed under the ruins of a tree, he expected 


not this tree ſhould tall, and therefore it is his for- 


tune : But God, without whoſe diſpoſe one ſole leaf 


ol a tree droppeth not off, had foreſeen this fall from 
all eternity : which enforceth us to affirm, that all 


Riſe to abuſe both Heaven and ſtars. It ſeems God m__— 
purſueth choſe, who addi& themſelves to ſuch vani- ©,.,1.yur 
ties, as fugitives from Divine Providence, And it is mathemars. 
very often obſeryed,thar great-ones who are enſna- [#7 
red in the ſervitude of this curioſity, have felt vio- uw. * 
lent ſhocks, and many times moſt dreadfull events. wang ade 
(c) Henry the ſecond to whom Carday, and Gaeri- ge 


crs, (two lights of Aſtrology) had foretold verdant _ cls 
and happy old Age,was miſerably ſlain inthe flow- "5. 


aut radins 


fortunes of men are encloſed within the power of go er of his youth, in games and pleaſures of a Turnea- at«::«s + 


Providence. | 
A notable Tt is a notable doctrine of a great Biſhop of Pars 
done ©: who faith, God, Father of all eſſences, begetteth and 
Paris, Gui- Eternally ſpeakeih his Son, or his Eternal Word, and 
velm, Per: that in this Word he once ſaid all he would do, and 
unfrer, All which ſhould happen : in ſuch fort, that there is 
part... not any accident, order, Or mean in this great con- 
_ nexion of Ages, enchained one within another, can 
elcape the vivacity of his eye, and the extent of his 
Providence, There it is he hath ordained all the 
bleſſings of nature grace, and glory ; There it is he 
ace ſont hath ſeen all the evils of offence, yet willeth he not, 
þ 9g nor can he will, they ſhould be of him,or by tim, as 
pulchrixudo being unworthy his ſanRity, bis glory, and good. 
pj ana neſs. But as for the fortunes and misfortunes of men, 
/antdivaie, baniſhments, bands, priſons, maladies, afflictions, 
& gloria, 
«19-6 0h crowns, he hath appointed: them according to his 
Ter we R- divine pleaſure, to be in{truments of good defires, 


Ces regnd 


proſperities, riches honours, treaſures, glories, and ' 


ment. The Princes his children, whoſe Horoſcopes 7 _.,... 
were fo curiouſly looked into, and of whom won- 424 1 
ders had been ſpoken, were not much more proſpe- 4% 
rous. Zica King of the Arabian, to whom Aſtro- © © * 
logy had promiſed lons life to perſecute Chriſtians, 
Cdiedinthe year of the ſame prediction. A/bumea- 
z4r, the Oracle of Aſtrology, left in writing, that 
he found Chriſtian religion, accordins to the influ- 
ence of ſtars, ſhould latt but a thouſand four hun- 


5o dred years : he already hath belyed more than two 


bundred,and it will be a lie to the worlds end. The 
year 1524, wherein happened the great conjunRi- 
on of Sature, fapiter, and Mars,in the ſ18n Piſces, 
Aſtrologers had toretold the world ſhould periſh by 
water : which was the cauſe many men of quality 
made arks in imitation of Voahs,to fave themſelves 
from the deluge, all which curned into laughter. 
The year 1630. was likewiſe threatned by ſeme 
predictions, with an inundation ſhould drown half 


, 14%*"-and glorious ations. Wherelore let us never ſay, 60 mankind, which proved falſe by a ſeaſon quite con- 


nie good and 11] haps of the world come by chance, 
js 4 without Gods diſpoſe. | | 

tanger tis To me, faith the Great God in he holy Scriptures, 
» cvitaie. belong all the beaſts in the forreſt,& 1 behsldthe beau- 
we 6 Hu ty of the fields aifcloſed from my boſe me, With me are 
uſa, ® riches glory pomps wealth which ret in the protettion 
= EL ef my fuſtice. It is by me Kings bold the reins of En- 
gud Domi Pre in their hands, and Law-makers open their Lips to 
uus non fe- pronounce Oracles. T he trumpet ſornds ia the midſt of 


cerit_ 
P al , 409» 


10, Pcov- of their miſery: But there 3s m1 evil of puniſhment in the 
8, 13. 4 C;ry, which 1 have act canſed for moſt juſt reaſons. 


mos, ze 9 


the City, and the people tremble not knowing the cauſe wn 


trary. It was {oretold a Conſtable of France well 
known, that he would dye beyond the Alps, before 
a City beſieged, in the 83, year of his Age, and that 
if he eſcaped this time, he was to live above a hun. 
dred years; which was notoriouſly untrue,this man 
deccaling in the 84. year, of a natural death, A Ma- 
chematician of 7:hnGaleazzo Duke of Afilan, who 
promiſed himſelf long lifeaccording to his ptanets, 
was lain at the ſame time when he prognoſticated 


g {his,by the commandment of the fame Duke. Ano- 


ther Aſtrologer of Heyry the ſeventh, King of EZxg- 
land adviſed this greatPrince to take heed of Chrijt- 
mas 


- 


Su - 
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mas night , was asked , whither bis own ftar would 
ſend him that night : to which he anſwered , to his 
own houſe in ſecurity of peace : Yer was he inſtant- 
ly ſent to the tower; to celebrate the vigil of this 
grea: Feſtival. One might reckon up by thouſands, 
the falſhoods, miſcries, and diſaſters which wait on 
theſe ſuperſtitions. 

Who can then ſufficiently deploce the folly of 
one, who forſaking the great government of God, 


Exiſtimavt 
for Circa t- 
rAUM capri 


rmulmnan- 
fe 2094 himſelf ſlave of Aercnry, or Saturn, contrary to 
' the yoice of Scripture, deciſion of Councils, Ora- 
cles ot holy Faihers, Laws ot Emperours, confulta- 
tions of the wiſe, experience ot people, and conſent 
ot all the moſt ſolid judgments ? 
Againſt the We will not labour to ruina dodqrine forſaken 
neceility . both by honour and reaſon : We only ſpeak againit 
ioferred of 


preſcience. thoſe, who will infer a neceſsity derived from divine 
preſcience, by force of which, {ins themſelves,accor- 


the fountain of wits and treaſure of fortunes, makes 10 thee, breanſe thin haſt made thy ſelf evil. 


Of Accidents, P 


my ſight,and as our memory makes not things pat,” 
by repaſarg them by their ſpecies, ſo the prelc:ence 
ot God makes not things future by ſorſeeirg them: 
they are not. becauſe Ged hath foreſeen them , but 
he toreſaw them, becauſe they ſo ſhould happen. 
O man, if thou beholdeſt him who made thee , thou Fauf, 7, 
mayeſt have been greed. But if thin contemplateſt him, "eAT4 
a bim who knew thee before the brgiuning of Ages, 5; 4 (496. 


thou haſt enforced him to make an evil jndgment wpor — _ 
prcis, bo- 
rus eſſe po- 
Our aRtion,al'hough it be not the firſt dated in ex- niffs, $i ad 
ecution, at the leaſt in the 1dxa ang order of nature fr*iznier 
it always ſoregoeth the divine preſctence : if we re- progetornm 
gardits firſt intentions, we may all bz honeſt men, if 5m o7- 
we conſider our proceedins3 , we conſtrain bim to ,,7,.4,, 
foreſee of us, what is in us. If preſcience imported p «n9/«rem, 
any neceſfty,we might conclude God were nece(- _—_— 
fitared in all the actions he doth throughout the 


world,becauſ: he eternally hath foreſeen chem all, 


=3 
1 
wt 
m4 


ding to their underſtandings, are directly cauſed by , , which were moſt impious.Let us not then ſay: But if 


It4 eficiruy, the decrees of heaven, It is the opinion of Velteins 
qued «ft mi- Patercnlus , who ſaid, geſtiny did all the good and 


ferrimu »m,«t 
gued acct 


air, eam 


toattribute ihat which proceedeih from above, to 


merits «c41- the demerit of men, and to make the ordinarices of 


<4: fe videa- ” Hp 4 
wr, caſus REAVEN tO pals, as crimes of mortals. This Maxim 


'ncua» was defended by Hereticks even to fury, anditisa 
ranſe#* wonder men have been ſo wicked, as to burden the 
prime ſanctity with all the ordures of the wo-1d. 
We well know, if deſtiny be taken for the ordi- 
nance by which God eſtabliſheth the lives of parci- 
culars, and ſtares of Empires, it is nothing elſe bur 
the Divine Providence whereot we ſpeak : bur 
good heed muſt be taken from concluding {1ns with- 
in the liſt of Gods will, who only being pleaſed to 
permit them , cannot in any fort eſtabliſh or will 
them. And it is here animpertinent thing to ſay, 
All God hath forſeen ſhall neceſſarily happerr, 0- 
therwiſe he would be deceived in his foreſight , 
which cannot be affirmed without blaſphemy : bur 
he forefaw all future things , they then ot neceſſit 
will happen. Who ſees not, it is a childiſh toy, and 
that this captions argument muſt be overthrown by 
ſaying, All which God hath foreſeen neceſſarily, 
happeneth by neceflity , and all he foreſaw indiffe. 
rently ,happeneth by indifferency. Now o it is,that 
of all which dependerh on our liberty , he hath nor 
foreſeen any thing neceflarily, but indiſferently:We 
muſt then conclude, that all is done by indifferency, 
D wneſ+.1.2. not fatal necefity. harken tothe excellent decif.on 
On we of S. John Dawaſcen. 
God forſaw all things ;, but he actermintth not a#f 
—_ things, He well foreſaW all Which «5 and ſhal be is your 
nou mus Power: but he determines wt heeauſe he willeth net ſin, 
Sn wor will likewiſe conſtrain any man to virtme.' b) Plato 
Jar en ca 10 h's Common-wealth deteſtethall opinions, which 
gu m 1- ſeek to introduce into the belicts of people, propoſi- 
fre ſentr* tions unworthy of Gods goodneſs, namely thoſe 


reflate, non 


awe ea Which make him authour ot {in,adding, we muſt not 


Omn's q1”- 
dem Deus 


evil inthe world , and that it was a miſerable thing 


50 of fortunes by the corruption of counſels. 


God hath fo foreſeenit it will happen by an inevi- 
table neceſsity : for there are three ſorts of neceſs- 
ties ; one moſt abſolute, as that of the Efſerce of 
God , the other natural, as light in the ſun, heat in 
fire, the third is a necefvity conditional,as is that, If 
God foreſeeth ſuch or ſuch a thing, it ſhal happen : 
I ſay, it is a necefity of ſuppoſition , for you pre= 
ſuppoſe he foreſaw jt, bur inftantly you learn he 
foreſaw it not , but becauſe it ſhould be , and thar 
his preſcience is no more the cauſe of our actions, 


O © - 
.” than our memory of the taking of Reche/, and wars 


with the Hugnents. 

4. After this brair-ſick band , another riſeth, 3: 5 
which compreherdeth the ſubtle and more refined ne 0-6 
wits, 2ccording to the judgment of the world, who »<<v:6ins 
ſuppoſe all good ſuccels proceeds f, om prudence a 
and humane induſtry , without the helping hand of 
God. They are ſuch , as according to the faying of Habac. r. 
the Prophet , ſacrifice to their nets , who kils their *** 
hand as an independent worker of great aQtions, 
who ſavourly taſte all they co, like Bears, faid to 
lick their paws, when they have caten hony. 

Greek Authours tell us , Mercury was bred by A. *b=- 
the houres, to teach us, all wiſdome and humane e- che Grees: 
loquence not guided nor ſupported by the mea. 4» pon 
ſures of heaven, can neither have nouriſhment, nor riches wo 
ſubſiſtence.There is no one more blind than he who have from 
thinks himſelf clear-fghred in affairs withour the 37's" 
pruderce of heaven ; all ſucceeds il] with him,and he mwnc teoont- 
findeth by experience, that God begirs the charge "900m 
| {ppm - 
reaſon thereof is very manifeſt , ſince we know all -*in/eque 
created ſpirits , work not but by the dependence/Þimme 
they have upon theincreated Eſſence , as alſo that firme,coni- 
all Intelligences have ſo much excellency, as they '* 0am 
have relation to the firſt Intelligence , which is the ws. 1. 2. 
Wordof God. 

If we conſult with our own thoughts and know. Weakneſs 


. of humane 
ledge, 2s being near of kin to us, we ſhal find they yigowe, 


profent,99* endure to hear it ſpoken or written by any man in 


now vult : - 

peccarumy A well reQified Common-wealth, 

nee, cox a8 Who knoweth not, that ſuch are the cauſes, ſuch 
vir tem, 


(b) Pla- 
to.|.2 de 
republi- 
C?. ©te3s 


As » 


KAks u*= 


70%. 


have three ill properties , which is, they are heavy, 

60 timorouvs, and uncertain: as keavy,they creep on the 
earth , astimorous, they glarce at all objeQts, and 
reſolve on rothing , as uncertain, they are perpe- 
tually floating. There 1s none bur God, who raiſc;h 
them by his exaltation, fetleth them by his ftabiliry, 
and ſtaiech themby his ,mmntability, 

All they, who drfunired from the ecernal Wiſdom, vanity of 
and occaſion , then it cannot make them neceſſary, think to proſper in governments, honours, worldly Mel. 
Is it not true, that the great eye of God equally be- affairs, are [caryſes, that ſeek to cotmrerfeit birds ow: Gods 
holdeth things paſt, preſent, and fucure? And as our _= with waxen wings, the lea(t ray proceeding from 4<*tion. 
eye. maketh not things preſent by beholding them, © © the throne of the Lamb will burn chem , and make 
fince a wall is neither white nor black by torce ff their height ſerve for ro other uſe, but to render 
their 


the effe&s?If the cauſes be neceſſarv,the effeRs like- 
wiſe are enchained within the limits of necefsiry: If 
they be contingent, they are all in indifferency. Now 
the preſcience of God (to ſpeak properly) is not the 
cauſe of our ations ,” unleſs it be by meer accident 


- 
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Nieephe- their falls the more remarkable, If they be lettered, pe@rthe day which will draw afide the curtain, and N= e- 


ras G1e8®chey ſhall ſtead them as forreſts dothieves, to cover make you ſee all the ſecrets of the world. God ex- 7 
Te ge} their crimes, arid if they bave dignities, they ſhall pectech it with ſo much patience in his eternity, why <opirarre 
Cane. be unto them, as the golden and f1lver precipices of will not you expe it in your mortality ? - dion nes 


wala the Emperour Heliogabalns,which were nor deviſed 6. The ſzcond conclut:on ſhall be , never ro ad- cogneſer, 6 
£35 zoo» but to make his ruin the more memorable. Doth not here to this brutiſh and ſavage opinion, which purs 7% 5" 
poy 7+ the Apoſtle proclaim aloud with a voice of thunder a fatality upon all the ations of men and all events, i 


hac, 


>d/on 10 the poſterity of all Ages : I will pull down the Beware of the fooliſh diſcourſe of him, who ſays, "=o. 


Megs. wiſdom of the wiſeft according to the world, I will If my hour be come 'I ſhall die, and if not, 1 have py aw 
Perdaw ſa rebuke the prudence of the moſt ſubtle ? And did 10 nothing to fear, For ſee you not according to theſe jwge te «- 
hes not holy Fob repeat the like Oracles upon the dung- unbridled maxims, all deliberation, all prudence, all 7"... 


x Cor. 1. bill,ſaying: God cften times giveth ſucceſs of Affairs order of humane life muſt be taken away ? Were il cxpe#s 
re moſt thamefull tothe moſt able Connſelleurs, and he herea fatality, we need no more talk of ſhips to paſs ?** yy 58 


in futrum rednceth fndges to @ certain ſtupidity of underſtand- the ſeas, nor medicines to cure maladies, nor bread ut. "i 


frem, & 5yg? Hath not the experience of Ages ſhewed ſo to feed the hungry. A man beſotted with this folly, !l- —_ 
gdice often in the hiſtories of Pharaohs, Herods, & all ſuch might free from danger, walk on the waves, for if = agg 


Job.c3.27. like, that there is no greater wiſdom in the world , his deſtiny bear him, he ſhall never periſh by wa- gaizf Fa- 


Nod. Gi_es then to be an honeſt man?To be wiſe # to uſe wiſdem, ter , He need not at all make uſe of medicine, for 


ſapientis #- And to make it ſerve for direftion, as the eye for fight, his death can neither be delayed, nor baſtned.What 
fs: eft,fi- 5, Let us draw three concluſions from theſe three 20 ayails it ſo much as to eat?For ifhe muſt die of hun.. 


cut oculo - 


" widere, Propoſitions we have deduced; The firſt whereof ger, whatever he do he ſhall fail, and if his deſtinie 
1, Conclu- ſhall be , never to do like thoſe vulgar and abject threaten bim not that way, he ſhall live in full aſſu. 
_ ſouls, which is to curſe,and deteſt our condition and rance. Behold here prodigious dotages. Bur God, 
thoſe who fortune, :$ it were an effect of ſome falſe Divinity, hath he not fixed the number of my years, as faith 


curſe for- and not a Divine Providence, Remember daily Job : Tow keep 4 reckoring of his years and meneths : 


rune. 


N#il iv Within your ſelf thoſe words : Nothing i done on the you have ſet him limits which cannit be briken ? adn 5: 
terre ſin» earth without cauſe. God hath diſpoſed all with Weight, | affirm,God knows the number of your days,and enſiwn e- 
= 4 p * and meaſure. hath determined them : Hath he not on the other 7; pry £ 


One in Recal into your thoughts the ſingular conſiderati- part obliged you to your conſervation by the Law i/ti ver 
menſwr%.” on of Boeting : (a) Fe muſt patiently ſuffer all which # 3© of rature?Since you have norevelation from above, 
numero, © I : x G ; Nh : 7 qu pretert 
pondere di- done within the circle of Providence, ſeeing we have that God wil have you diein ſuch or ſuch a faſhion, 3: »«» porm- 
ſpefuis bowed our necks nnder its LaWs,by the condrtion of wr you ought to preſerve your lite to the laſt breath _ G_ 
(4) Boet : birth. (b) So ſoon as you are born, you enter within and if through raſhneſs you run among precipices , 


de conſol. the jurisdiction of Gods ordinance, you have under- fſhipwracks, and musket- ſhots, without obedience, 


Tre gone the yoke to receive good or evil fortune, as he without reaſon, without diſcretion,you are the mur. 
»poree, ſhall pleaſe to appoint.I ask,if you ſhould reſolve to therers of your ſelves. God hath foreſeen you muſt 
—_— give law to him from whom you ought to take ir, die at ſuch an hour, and of ſuch a death : bur he hath 
ns ream Were You not moſt unjuſt, & unhappy? Moſt unjuſt, likewiſe foreſeen it would happen unto you through 
geriewr.cun becauſe you would incroach upon Gods inheritance; a moſt perverſe will, and an enraged temerity , 


pay - moſt unhappy ,becauſe you could not kick againſtthe 4O which ſought ro tempt the Counſce!s of the Omnipo- 


eſers. prick, but to hurt your ſelf the more. Were you em.  tent,againſt all the maxims of verity.Know you nor, 
(6)Anen barked ina veſſel, you muſt go not according ro God hath ſer fire and water before you, and that 


ſolution YOur Own will, bur the courſe of wind, and tide, If you may take which of them you pleaſe ? Liberty of 
wer you learned the trade of husbandmen, you mult calt = Free-will is abſolutely given to an to become a Mar rerryl, ad- 
—— - into the earth,to reap again what will come of it, & Fer over alt his ations, with a conſt ancy of mind, eithey verſ.Mare. 
you ſhould ſometimes have barren, ſometimes fer- wol/xntarily to keep and conſerte good, or toreſiſt evill 5% 
tile, and fruitful years. You have entred into humane with the like freedom, faid Tertullian, _ a 
life, which of its nature is repleniſhed with incon- 7. The third concluſion will teach us to ſettle” $7499 
ſtancies, and viciſſirudes : one while there is good, our labour by heavens direQion in a good tempe- "77" aa 
another while evil hap,Lert fortune roul as God ſhal 5 © rature, ſo that we ſtand not with arms a- croſs when h-mins, «e 
pleaſe, nothing with lum is hazardous. Would you be we ſhould travel, expeRing from Gods hand what” 2%” 


: a : nus cou- 
ſo hardy ,as to tie your ſelf to the wheel of a chariot we ought not to expe& with our cooperation : /zanter «c- 


perpetually running , toſtay the courſe which the and that on the other fide we take beed, not fo to —_ 
Divine Providence affords it ? You deſire, ſay you, preſume of our own abilities, as toaſcribe thereunto [.n; 


. ſervands, &+ 
a ſtable fortune inthe world, and underſtand not, all good ſucceſſes which happen. For both the one «ls /ponce 
that were it ſo, there would no longer be either and other is hateful before God. We know what the 71j.q con. 
world, or fortune, ſince the condition of theſe infe= Sage Greek ſaid to a Carter plunged ina myre , cluſiou a- 
riour things is in continual mutation, who called alond on Afinerva, not ſeeking ro ſtir $9"*hu- 

© - - . . "=" . 0 . mane pru- 

Deyn When you ſee the wicked flouriſh in honour, rich- himſelf; My friend, with Afinerva you muſt ſtir dence, and 


crimenS)lls es,and reputation, ſay not the proſperity of a wicked 69a hand. God is very ready to aid you, but you mult !azyn:6s. 
ram far. man ts heavens fin,thar God walketh upon the vaulrs on your part uſe correſpondence. Ser up ſayl, and #vY>Ar * 
Marcia, Of his palace , and abandoneth the care of _ God will give you wind,till the carch,and you ſhall 9's x4 
affairs. Expe alittle, Juſtice will come, although receive Heavens benediction., But if you think to %*## *" 
many times with a [eaden pace. How know you, pleaſe your ſelf with anill reRified devotion, and r#- 
whether God will convert this man by ſurcharging not to care for the affairs of your family, will you 
him with proſperities, to confound his ingratitude 2 nor be like thoſe barren trees, which make a noiſe 
How know you, whether reſolving to deprive him with their leaves under the breath of winds, and ne- 
for his crimes of eternal bleſſings, he gives him ſome ver bear fruits ? Onthe other ſide,beware of think- 
uſe of temporal benefits in recomperce of ſome mo-. ing to be happy by means meerly humane and poli- 
: ral virtues he hath heretofore exerciſed? Rather 70 tick, without Heavens direRion : For ſo doing, you 
P'al. 33.6: ſay to God : Oh God, how proforind are thy thoughts, will build upon quick-filver, phantaſms of greatneſs, 
and how inſcratable to the ignorant , and foilihh ! Ex» which will afford you illuſions in this life, to 


& 3 drench 
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piee eofitio drench you in the other into eternal confuſions. ed God, was devour, chaſt, ſober, abſtinent , cour- _y or 
wc yemed os When you have done a'l which juſtice and con- Tteous, peacetul, chariggble, and embraced eminent ;, 0%, man. 
ſagaci, dvi- ſcience diftate, leave ſucceſſes to God, and know virtues 1n a mean fo:wunhe, It 1s a ſtrange thing, that 
75 prove there are ſtrokes from 14eaven that cannot be van- notwrhitanding his labour, which was bard enough, 


ras dj/pfi- quiſhed, either by prudence of counſels, or any hu- he faſted moſt part of his time even to Sun-ſet , and 
tio jubverti mane remedies. We are to be anſwerable unto God with the little money he got by the ſweat of his 


wel refoy- | : : 
»-1ipet, With our good deſires, not powers ; the petty gods brows, relieved the poor. He walked like Abraham 
apw. ofthe earth can do nothing againſt the Decrees of belore pilgrims, he waſhed their feet, and received 


E Heaven. Take theſe words of S. Pax, not as ordi- them into his little houſe with all poſſible charity, 
Hes faris nary but as oracles of an immutable Verity :(a) Pry- 10 Then ſeeking out needy perſons of his own Pariſh., 


—_— dence of fleſh is death + but prudence of ſpirit is peace 0 give them ſome refetion according to his abil:- 
_ aud B& ty, he extended his compaſgion even to beaſts, nor 
(oem: * If youhave good ſucceſs in ought you do, thank luffering any thing to eſcape bis bounty. One would 


P].de:r:a God, and look on him ( faith (b) S. Bernard) as have faid ſeeing all this poor tradeſ-man did, he had 
cerus m977 an Om nipotent Will, a virtue full of affeRion, an been ſome rich Lord, ſuch abundance appeared in 


ſt, den- : 
tis drew cernal light, a fovercign beatitude, which reple- ſo low a poverty. ; | 
ſpins vits niſheth all here below with the abundance of his It happened, that a holyHermit called Danie/,who 2 


(by Ber- ever-honoured bounty. But if in doing all you can, livedin great reputation, for the excellent endow. made a 


»ar4, de you find main oppoſitions,and irkſom affliftions in ments ot his ſoul, paſsing along that way, ſojourned _— 
donde the world, ſay as the chaſt Sara did, ſeeing her ſelf 29 1 the poor cottage of Emnlogiazs, who received him Des 
Ade De- injured by her ſervant : 0 God, I turn my face to the like an Angel deſcended from Heaven, He,wbo was 
" facio» place Whence I expect my conſolation. ] fix mine eyeron © molt ſpiritual man, looking very far into the Ma. 
erts. adre thee, beranſe thou ſettleſt all my hopes. T beſeech thee ſon's life, found therein ſuch eminent perfection,that 
oculos maeos deliver me from the fetters of thes diſgrace,or deliver he well perceived devotion many times lodged with 
dirige. 19 rge out of this World. Thy connſels are impenetrable to little noiſe ina ſecular life,and that God, who is a 
de viucu's the weahneſs of my underſtanding; but I am well aſſn- great Maſter, had ſervants cvery where. 
yes, red of one thing, that he who faithfully ſerves thee ſhall This ſo enflamed him to the love of thoſe virtues 
vas me, aur never be decerved. If his life be aſſaulted with afflifti- he obſerved in his hoſte,that returning to the Mo- 
eerts deſu- ons it ſhall reap Crowns. If it be expoſed to the ardour naſtery,he exerciſed grear I faſting three 
= ian of tribulations, then wilt ſtretch out an aſſiffing hand. z,0 whole weeks together, with intention to obtain an 
_ If thow exerciſeſt it under thy chaſtiſements, it ſhall be ample eſtate from God for Elogins, Fervour fo 
to make it find ont the path of thy merczes. tranſported this good man, that he conſidered not, 
that God, who preſerveth us to health,loveth us not 
The fifth Ex ameLsg upon the fifth to curioſity; and that the banquets he made for his 


MAXIM. Tae, gs Elias and S. Paul the Hermit , 
1, of GOD over [ when he for them opzned the treaſures of Heaven 
of the P por” hor he « Warld ſtates were only bread and clear water of fountains. Not- bt (nas 
ana ricye . withſtanding, he without intermiſsion, importuned #; 
| , miS1ON, 1MPO fngtTaA 
SE EEE: = 7 Heaven by his prayers, complaining, God who was ,2, 

_ He Divine Providence is a marvellous work- 40 PA{t juſt, gave riches in exceſs to ſo many finners,to 
ob'ervati- man,which ruleth here below over the heads of P uff up cheir pride, and foment rior, when the poor 
on of Fu»! mortals, it labourerh in this great maſs of mankind , Maſon, who deſerved rivers ſhould ſtream nothing 


Authour. it takes men of earth,to make them of gold, and of but gold for him, was invaded by harſh poverty , 
thoſe men of gold,makes men of earth.1t commixeth which tyed up his hands from virtue. But he per. 
ſlaves and Kings,and cauſeth the one, not thinking ſting day and night to beg the fruit of his requeſt, 
of it, to ſpring trom the other in the revolution of Pcarda voice from Heaven, which commanded him 
rimes, as Plato ſaid. But we who know not all its co lay aſide fo indiſcreet a requeſt, ſaying, If his Z «- 
ſecrets, ſometimes blame the works of it , which logins lefc his poverty, he would forſake his conſci- 
ſhould rather ſtir up our admiration, then be ſubje& Ece. Bur he pertinaciouſly perſevering in the pur- 
ro our cenſure. One complaineth the wealth of the 50 ſuit of his deſire, through a goodneſs wholly blind , 
world is not well divided,and that the wicked have anſwered, He well knew the contrary , and that 
ever the greateſt ſhare. Men who oftentimes know this good man would never become evil with the 
not how to part with a finger breadth of land, but bleſsings of God , but would rather make them 
by disjoyning moſt intimate charities, would make TOunt up again to their ſource. That were he made 
themſelves diſtributers of the worlds fortunes, as if rich,ir would be but for the poor, and that wealth 
they looked more narrowly into the world,then he Would change nothing in him, but to make him the 
that made it. more profitable for all the world : adding thereto , 

Paul. $ylle- - ] will here ſet down a memorable hiſtory, drawn he would anſwer for him body for body, and ſoul 

gow k3-C. ont of a rare Grecian Authour,named Pans, who for ſoul. God, who was willing to let the Hermir 
compiled many narrations, learned from the beſt of 60 find by very ſen{'ble experience the remerity of his 
his Age. He recounteth bow in the time of the Em- Tequelt, permitted theMaſon inan inſtant tobecome 
perour Zain the elder,abour the years 2g after the * wealthy and able man. For digging in the earth, he 

Poyerty FT. . - theretounda very rich ſur hich made hi 

the If of birth of Chriſt,there was in Thebaz one named Es 1OUNG A Very ricn trealure, wmcen mage mm 

Ithacs. Isgins,a one. cutter by his trade,of poor means,bur EVE in aninſtantbury his piety, Behold him changed 

ang yery richin virtue. Which maketh us ſay, Poverty to another man.He, who before perperually ſang 

47 234= reſembles the Iſland of 7rhaca ( as ſaid Archefilas) the praiſes of God among the wants of poverty,like HOW” 

21's which though rough and buſhy, failed not to breed  Alittle Gold-finch among thorns,groaned under the Cn 

xup9745- the braveſt men of Greece,hom ſhe made uſe of, burden of this gold, grew penſive, anxious, ſad and cauſerh 

pov. asa ſchool forallthe exerciſes of virtues. ' ſuſpirious. He forgot piety and bimſelf, to con- _ 

RW This man, who at that time had no other wealth ,,, verſe with this gold.In the end, he reſolved to ſteal 
on earth but his hands, ſpared not to ſtore ap trea.. 7 © out of his Country,where he was very well known 
ſures of good works, as pledges in Heaven. He fear. and to trayel to Cexſtautivople, the Port of all Nati- 

; ons 
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ons, there to unfold the change of his fortune with 
the more libercy. Ye: had W ſome diſcretion, not 
inſtantly to appear in full view , but to poliſh, and 
trick up himſelf, making ſome apprentiſhip in the 
ſchool! of the world, and of civil life , to corre all 
that which the detect of Is bi-th bad left in him, 
either of rudeneſs or impertection. And being of a 
00d underſtanding, and handſom preſence, he put 
Picnſelfin the converſation of honelt men,and draw- 
ing near to the foun:ain of light, began to haunt the 
Court, to faſhion himſelf tor arms in the Empe-. 
rou:s Regiments, where being full of crowns, and 
daily having opportunity to. oblige ſouldiers, he ſo 
well knew how to gain hearts,and purchaſe the good 
opinion of all the world, that mounting ſtep after 
ſtep, he was in ſome few years made Captain of the 
Guard to the Emperour 7#ſtin. Behold him tran- 
ſported from the element of terreſtrial men, inte a 
Riches the new ſphere, to converſe with Gods. 
motherof There he was ſcized on by a dead drunkenneſs, 
yICES, an pe n 
neglea of Which change of fortune uſually cauſeth in weak un- 
God. gerſtandings. He no longer looks back on his extra- 
Rion, but to hide the detects of it, He no more re- 
members ancient amities , but quite to deface the 
marks of them. He neither knew God nor men bur 
for his own ends and ſervices. He walketh up and 
down the City of Conſtaxtinople like a God ina 
Comedie, wearing rubies , and dragging ſilk after 


him, and he who ſcarcely had iron to torge a ham-. 
mer or a trewel,will no longer ſpit, but in gold and 39 new Emperour, which aimed to ruin the w 


ſilver, Prayer is a trouble to him, fafts are torments, 
ceremonies of the Church amuſements, and con- 
ſtrains. This eclipſe of devotion is waited on by 
a defperate exorbitance of feaſts, game, and love, 
The more ſhameful his birth was, ſo much the more 
he makes himſelt oftentous and magnificent, to di=- 
yert all che ſuſpicion of it.It is the fafhuon of many 
Great-ones derived from inferiour rank , to 
drown iheir former condition in profuſe riots, and 


I0 


Of Accidents, 


to treat,that done, he preſently made himſelf known 
remembring Exlegins of his former poverty, his 
trewel, and maſons lite , adding, that by his prayers 
he cameto this eminent ſo tune, he contidently bla» 
med him for his ingratitude, and infidelity towards 
God. 1heother who took ro contentment, that a- 
nudſt his golden glitter and 611k, the old rag of his 
firſt fortune ſhould be remembred , brake off the 
diſcourſe, and ſhamefully driving him our of bis Ca- 
biner, asked his waiters, what they meant to bring a" 
fool and a melancholy lunatick before him; which 
was the cauſe the unfortunate Father Daniel was {0 
loaden with blows, that he thought he ſhould have 
been ſlain inthe place. Yer all bloody, he crept our 
of the chamber as well as he could, and lifting his 
eyes up to heaven, humbly beſovght God, ſteeping 
every word in his tears and blood,to ſend E/ogires 
not more riches and honours, but diſgrace and po- 
yerty, knowing it was the onely means to reduce 


63 


20 him to reaſon. 


This quickly came to paſs as he wiſhed, For the p11 of £»- 
wap ue dying, Enlogins was removed both (giv. 
from the favours he v1 and thoſe he poſſeſſed , 
which diſpoſed him to a biterneſs of heart againſt? #- 
ftiniax,then ſeated in the Empire.But it being dange- 
rous to ſuffer ill affeion towards the Prince,to en- 
croach upon the heart, he already was ſo giddy, that 
nothing wanted but opportunity to undo himſelte, 

Beho:d here a hideous treaſon plotted againſt the _ _ 

Fole ſtare thier 

of the Eaſt,& to bury Conftantinople in its ruins: Hy- ons direful, 

patins,& Pompey nephews of the tmperour Aznaſta- '* 2*92'*: 

f#n5,who preceded 7«ſtin, bad alſo pretences for the 

Empire, which having been little counteranced, ci- 

ther through want of time,or defe& in their merit, 

failed not tobe reproduced 1n this new State, where- 

in 7«ftinian's affairs, ſeemed, as yet, much unſetled; 

Theſe Rebels had drawn to their fide huge factions 

of mutinous ſpirits, and envenomed the peoples 


to do as that Roman , who ſought to cover by 49 mind, by decrying what they could the government 


ftreng;h of gold and (ilver, his fathers cottage, who 
was but a ſheepherd, 

Being enpulphed in theſe vaſt delights, the Her- 
mit, who knew not what was become of his Eulog:- 
#, bad a frightful viſion , wherein he ſaw himſelf 
ſuddenly brought before the Tribunal of God. He 
ſeemed to ſtand trembling before this awfull 
Throne, environed with Angels of fire, who held 
inſtruments of tercour in their hands The Judge ſit- 


viſien of 
Daniel the 
Hermit, 


ting wich incomparable majeſty , looked on him 5 expoſe 


with an inſenſed eye, and ſhewed him. a man buri- 
ed in roſes, and waſted with riots, ſaying unto him: 
Ts this then the care thou haſt had of thy brothers ſoul ? 
Afterward turning to the Angels, executours of his 
juſtice, Strike (faid he) and [pare nt this reſpondent. 
The poor man halfe dead with fear, preſently under 
ſtood this our-caſt ſhewed him, was Exlogizs, who 
having found great riches by bis means, led ariotous 
life at Conſtantinople. He preſently threw himſelf at 


of 7»ſtiniax, under ihe ſhadow of exactions of ex. 
ceſlive ſums of money, levied on all ſides. So that in 
ſhort time,the whole City was ſeen in arms and fil. 
led with malecontents, who under colour of defence 
of publick good, committed ſhametul outrages, and 
pillages unpuniſhed 
The people never fail to favour rebellions, and to 
ſecond the evil purpofes of the factious; for that is the 
way to | ones ſelf between two dangers, and to be 
as a prey to all violence. The Emperour 
ſeeing the malignity of this torm, and well under- 
ſtanding he could not divert it bur by ſtrong reſiſt. 
ance, diſpatched the Regiments of the Herxls to 0- 
ver-runthe Rebels, They being rough gameſters, 
made a great maſſacre of the people,whillt the blind 
iron made no diſtinion between forreigner, and 
native. This ſerved more to exaſperate minds cran» 
ſported with extremities , ſaying : They no longer 


muſt hope for ſafety, ſince the Prince had ſold their 


the feet of the Judge, humbly beſeeching him with ©© /ives ro Barbarians, 


tears & groans,toſuſpend the rod of his indignatior, 
on condition he would reduce his friend unto duty. 
Verily , he failed not inſtantly to haſten to the 
tineple, ang PIACE Where he was,and found him in this ample Ci- 
ſpakero ty, the moſt eminent of the Faſte:n Empire, in glo. 
Eulegiiis rious equipage, perpetually near the Kings perſon, 
or ſ@ overwhelmed wi:Þ viſits, affairs, and deiishts, 

that it was a whole moneth before he might ſpeak 

to him, though he daily much endeavoured ic. In ghe 


He went 
go Conſtane 


The fedition was ſo much enkindled, that women 
and children became parties, ceaſing not to throw 
fones and fire trom on high out of windows upon 
the Emperours ſouldiers. They ſeeing themſclves 
charged on all hands, entered into an inexorable fu- 
ry, which was waited on by ſo ſtrange a butchery, - 
that itin an inſtant cover. d theſtreets with blood 8: 
dead bodies, The Patriarch bebolding all chis miſe- 
ry,had recourſe to the arms of heaven, ſince earthly 


end, it was Gods will one day,he was admittedinro 50 Powers could do nothing, ſo that he preſently ad- 


his Cabinet, when beſceching him to ſend away 
his people, for the importance of the buſineſs he was 


vanced a 


prnatos of Ecclefiaſticks, who bare the 
books oft 


e Goſpels,and Images of our Saviour.Buc 
Z zZ 2 thie 


Vi MA 1-M. 


the Heryli became then enraged Elephants with the 
{ict of their bloud, nor could they 100k on any I- 
n.age but of revenge, or entertain any Goſpel but 
tis ſvord, They oncly ca.l.d torce to countel, when 
realon was banithed , and act=d all which violent 
rag: might in acunlimited power, You would have 
aid, fipnal had been given for tire and ſword , to 
commix ard confond all that might be diſordered, 
Crin.es were freed from chains,for laws,and Rel:gi- 


- 


Of Pred:ſlination, 


ſpiracy which had betore been ſo fatal to the people 
that thir:y thouſand remained dead on the place. 
Emlogins was far engaged in the fattionofHypatixs, 
ſo that ſaving bus lite by flight, all his goods were 
confiſcated, The mfferable man not knowing of 
what wood to make bis arrow,returned to his tor- 
mer trade, and hid bimſeltingreat obſcurity , to 
make it a veil tor his crimes, Notwithſtanding, mo- 
ved with remorſe of conſcience, he began in this 


on, which uſech co become a veil for proteftion of 10 alteration of tate, to make a virtue of his neceflit 


ſ-ppliancs, had no obſtacle in 1t to ſtay the heat of 


this tighe, 

1h: mperour, who only required to pacife the 
ſedition,needs would call the people into the Thea- 
ter, to {weeren and iniorm them of his intentions : 
bur the rebelhous cried out intently, it was to de- 
ceiye, and the more ealily ro enſnare them : and the 
excels of their wickedneis having taken away the 
hope of pardon, chcy rook Hypatins, and lifted him 
07 high pon © targec,to pronounce tum Emperour 
in{ g1 0 allthe world, 1he whole City ſtood five 
davs in tohorrnble confuſions, that it ſeemed a very 
image vt hell, : 

In the end, God favouring the righ: of lawtul 
Princes, ?-ft:14 1n found effeEtual meanes to difarm 
rebcil.on, a:trating ſome by great liberalities, 2nd 
diſ counterancing the reſt , he ſocka gcd the face 
ol affairs, ming\.ng |:Kkewiſe force with induſtry and 
favour, that hecautcd Hypatizs the imipinary Em: 


and to ſacritice his body to penunce,which had been 
vowed to ſenſuality, 1 he Kermit Daxiel afterward 
met h:m by chance, and perceiving him much mil- 
der, and more tractable then he was at Conftanti- 
wople : HoW goes the world with you, Eulogius, ( ſaid 
he) having been the King in a T ragedy, what part 
play you now | 

1o which, all over-covered with ſhame, he replj. 
ed, His ingratitude had abuſed the bleſſings of God 


20 and men, yet for all this not leſſened their goodneſs 


and that it Father Daxie/ would once again pray for 
him, not to reſtore him to the Court, where he tos 
long lived in the death of his innocency, bur a lictle 
to {weeten the ſharpneſs ofhis poverty, he would be 
grateful for it all days of his life, The Hermit an- 
iwered: Conde not in me, my friend, the expe- 
rience of your follies hath made me wiſer theni was. 
Though poverty be irkſomn, 'it 15 an evil neceſlary 
for you. Remain in the condition, whereunto your 


perour, to be taken with Pompey his aflociate, and 30 birth diſpoſed you, and ask not riches again, which 


condemning them to death,difſolved the whole con- 


would only ſerye to make you nought, 
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Of PREDESTINATION. 


THE PROPHANE COURT 


— 


THE HOLY COURT. 


That the Salvation 1s a thing done, nor- need | That oureternal happineſs is yetin our 


we ?ahe care of it, 


A aluit or- T Reat things are not unlike the- ſources of 
gu guns" Nilws, whereof the Ancients ſaid, nature 
eos. F/ wade them rather to be looked after,then 
Lucanus. found : fo many great wits have becn employed to 
enquire the cauics of Predeitination, yet all have 
confeſſed : Jt was an abyſs of the riches of Gods wiſ- 
dom and knowledge, Whoſe jndgments are incompre- 
henſible, and Ways mt to be tracked. 

Fear not the judgements of God, which of them- 


*/;e 


ROTetl, 


ALa%1ms a- 


. A 1 . Co 
% int Iatlas 


hands, aud expecteth our endeayour. 


Ged, and ſo flatter the world, by ſaying nothing is done oy "Lg 
in the world without the Ordinance of God: but we muſt fe, ſc 
underſtand there 1s ſome poWer in #s, which God hin;= © 44 


ſelf expeBteth, to accompliſh the work. of our ſalvation eqns 
To fay then, The great God hath determined of & #« 44- 
us in his eternity, without making any refleRion ,1,,,1.. 
upon Oul works, [s to make a pillow for the ſleath 0 dicendo, no 
ſeme,and to of wa a precipice for the deſpair of others Pune 


| : jx/ſ510ne jus 
Let us not 1n thus article make God fo liberal, that 5+ nn w- 


Ii'y. ſelves are nought bnrt juſtice and goodneſs, but 10 he gives us bleſlings wherewith we may take occa- *-=«* 


tear your works, which have fo little aſſurance, 
and ſo much iniquitv. Say not your ſalvation is 
a thing done, and that God having determined it 
irom all eternity, without calling you to counſel, 
good works can, do nothing to advance your hap- 
pineſs, nor bad to encreaſe your hw ineſs. 
Know, God, who of his meer bounty callech you 
will neither ſave nor damn you, but by jullice, 
Think nor, it is deſtiny or neceſſity begins this buſi- 


neſs : God by his grace hath put the mould and ci- 26 
zars into your hands, to taſhion your ſelf ſuch as 


you defire to be reputed. -Firſt ſecure your ſelf of 
your {clf, by contributing ro the graces which pre- 
vent you ; He whois good to himſclf, ſhall never 
find Got evil. | 
(a) Nota: The great judgement of Terrxlliag fore-ſtalled 
b'e \oyinzthe difpuration of men,when he faid:'a) Ir was neither 


f- "tt '2 ; 1 . 
- cpa} good faith nor wery ſolid, to referre all tothe will of 


ſion to be evil, and think his mercy will countenance _— k » 
our ſl:ggiſhnefs. He ſl:epeh roo much at eaſe ; who Certul.l. 
thinks to carry his happineſs behind him. (6) What ro#—arengg 
cate. would you have a man take of his ſalvation , (5) Note 
who thinks it depends not ata!l upon his care, ang *?* 42"8er 
what deſpair will not {trike down a feeble brain , towerh, if 
who ſhall imagine all his travels do nothing for his te confi- 
avail towards beatirude, ſince the conclufion of his —_—— 
ood or ill hap, were ellimatcd without any conli- works be 
} Mans of his merit ? A labourer would not trou- _ C 
ble himſelf ro cill the ground, which were intalibly m 
condemned-+0 barrenneſs,, or to a certain . pro- 
portion of fruit, and his induſtry: ro be 1dle, 
And who would care to poliſh his ſoul , if his 
glery were confined without any regard to his 
free-will2 All labours would ſeem tought bur 
wretched acceſſories ; and good works, bur frivo- 


lous amuſements. 
2, Þutr 


Rs a. 


Part r, VI. 


MAXIM. 
True do- 


Trae co 2. Bat win w2 1x 017 tho1gars upoa. this ye 4. - 
Predefti. Oy, Witch ayes predeitination to be a divine Provi. 
nations d2nce by which certain prſonz are mercifully 
d:awnourt ot the Maſs of corruption and picked out 
ro b2 exalted to erernil beatirude by wayes infal- 
ble, and rhac irs chiefly don» by che mercy of 
God.who decreeth in his erernal counſel to prevent 
us with his grace , and that acco-dings to the correſ- 
pondence we therein ought to uſe, he judgech of 
our $00d or ill h47 : we call it a propoſition con- 
form to the doQrine of the Church, advantageous 
Thres to the glory of God, and infirely availeable for 
p>'2-s of Fepoſe of conſcience, Theſe are three points up. 
this do- ON which we mult inſiſt upon this diſcourſe, 
og? And firſt,there is no cauſe to become jealous up. 
2ad s. Au- On the words of S. Paul, and Saint 4-g»ſtine, who 
gaſtine 2. ſeem ſomerime to attribute all to the meer will of 
VP" God, without admitting any conſideration of our 
in Ie 3 


matrer of 500d works, For we muſt weigh with our ſelves 
P:edeſti- 


nation. 4 

through imperuous power of water, ſwel fo upon. 
one b-1nk, that they ſeem for a time to leave the 0+ 
ther d:ie,But as the Ocean, aſter he hath largely di- 
lated himſe!fupon one (ide, returns within the limits 
God preſcribed him, ſo theſe men falling upon con- 
tumacious ſpirits, who rebel againſt truth, return in- 
to a peaceſul equality to buiid the boule of God, 
The ene ſought to overthrow a Judaical opinion, 
which maintained the eternal happineſs of Predeſti- 


nation was of neceffiry tied to the blood of Abra- 30 good works'? And what would $. Ang: ftine affirm, 


ham, to Circumation, to works, and ceremonies of 
the 0'd Law ; withour obſcrvation of which, the 
Zews acknowledged no ſalvation. Behold the cauſe 
why the excellent Apoſtle , who ſaw in this a con- 
tempt of grace, and a marfeſt foil given to Genti- 
liſm, which he had taken into his proteRion, ſtrong. 
ly infilte:h and arguerh wi:h 1 torrent of reaſons to 
confound his arrogance of the Hebrew :,who boaſt- 
ed che reliques of adying law, and ran after it with 


Chymzracs. ]1rom whence it comes to pals that all 40 him derermined, rendereth life eternal to the ju 


the reaions he produceth, have no other aim but to 
exalcth-myierics of redemption , and to ſhew, that 
the ori91/1 and beginning of our ſalvation conſiſterh 
in the grace of Feſws Chrift, who calleth us to Chri- 
ſtianiry of bis meer mercy, viithout conſideration of 
the obſervation ofthe Voſaical law,or other works, 
whu. h preceeded this calling. 
kom.6.23. AnditiSinthis ſenſe he faich, grace is life erernal, 


rpiel. 1.4. becaulſc it is by it's means we obtain bearitude , and 
S. Auſs | 
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fruits of the Croſs of 7-/u5 above all legal ceremo- 
nes, 


3- Andas for 5, Arguing, he labours mainly to s, augnfs. P 
ruin? from th top to che bottom the opinion of on*!y pre- 

. a a , -Þ :erdd to 
Pelagians and Semipclagians, whereof the one [id ,ine the 
we were choſen to glory immediately by the good opinion of 
works we do by our own natural forces, and the P59 
other to exerciſe ſome cor reive upon this opini- 
on, which ſeemed roo rigid have written, the. works 


to ot nature diſpoſe us to grate, and grace to'glory, 


Now our eminent Dottour undertaking to hunible 
this proud nature, which chey ſought to raiſe co the 
prejudice of and the blood of our <ay.our, 
Sives many a 


r 
ft; 's, Wherein he ba:h no other aim 
bur to teach us, this Predeſtination , which he cal- 
lech preparation to grace, is not due to the merits 
of our tree-will , but that God by his mercifull 
bounty poureth it into our hearts, to be the begin- 
nins of good works, to:which he afforderh life eter. 


theſe two great men, like .two huge ſeas, that 20 ral, crowning the tavourshimſelf inſpired ; and in 


this regard, he with $. Pa exaltech good works , 

which are productieys of that ſeed oi grace, which 

the Holy Ghoſt ſowed in our hearts. Doth not the , 
Apoſtle ſay (4) God predeſtinated thoſe he foreſaw 3) 
would be conformable to the Image of his Son ; $,540:.«- 
where ſour of the moſt famous Fathers of the wv! <»/r 
C hurch S$.Cyr1l, S. Ambroſe,S.Chryſcſtcm, ard T heo- Is 


adiret, no otherwiſe underſtand this paſſage, but that /«.. 
(1 b = = * Rom. $. 
predeſtination to glory, followerh the preſcience of yg oy 
pw #2.[(elt. 
when he fſaidTb) the will of God coul4 not be un- S-*ftor- 
- do Bayes . C. $- 
juit, and that predeſtiration proceeded (belides the CAntoquant 
grace of God) by moſt ſecret merits , which were /-ere: 9s 
diſcovered to this divine eye, that diſcerneth all che!7%*n 
actions of men ? ' ipſa nos 
4. Is there a ſoul ſo repleniſhed with contradi-/"iems, 
ion, - which averreth not, That what God doth y,,, juif: 
ina certain time, he determined to do it in his eter- /#. ez. 


'a\ : Aug. 1. 13. 
nity? Now Faith teacheth us, hein that time by 71} Que 
{} vVolzentas 
{ F p KY iniu! 
for reward of their merit,as himſelf pronounceth in 3 *"* 


eſſe non po-+ 


S. Matthiw. (c)And therefore it is neceflary to con. :# : vent 
fels, God before all Ages was reſolved to give the © 4 + 


= . d 5 . cruliſ3imis 
Crown of glory, not indifferently, bur in con[.dera- - 


merits. 
tion of good hife, and laudable virtues. And for this Apud Mag, 
it is to ro purpoſe to ſay, the end of our intentions $10 et” 
goeth before the means, whereby ſome inter, God reaor. 
firſt decreed beatitude, which is the end, then con. (©) 2ai® 


a x . . 25. 
ſ1dered good works , which are the addreſs co this anſwer to 


de proces in this ſenſe thac he afſureth us God choſe us before 50 end : For | anſwer,when the end poſſeſſeih the place objections: 
e prxzvuclte 


Sancor. c- the worlds creation to be Saints,ro wit,according to 
19. the ſarne interpretation of S, A#9nſtine we were fe- 
lectcd inthe 1dza's of God from all eternity to 
participare 1n che grace of the Goſpel, we thereto 
contr:butins nothing on our parc. tor ihe firſt grace 
being rhe beginning of all merir, cannar be produ- 
Rom.z.11. Ced by merir, Tinally, it 1s in the ſame ſenſe he main- 
tainech God loved Faceb, and hated Ea before 
they had done good or evil. Loritis to be under- 
ſtood he gave temparal_ favours, and ſpiritual gra- 
ces likewiſe to Jacob, which he gave not to Eſax, al- 
though hc had beltowed on him tavour ſufficient for 
his accommodation, Otherwiſe if one would bring 
this paſlzg2 to the point of predeſtination to glory, 
who ſe.ch not we malt conclude, that as Facob was 
p::deitinated._ ro _.crernal beatirude wichour any 
conſideration of good works, ſo Eſizx h-d been re- 
probated wichourt any regard of his demer1rs : which 
is molt falſe, and condemncd by the Church. Let us 


62 Church though , this ſentence they agreed on be. 


of \'lary, as this here doth, the merit is always pre 
ſuppoſed before the recompence. And although the 


. Maſter of a Tonrneament wiſh«th the prize io one 


of his fayourires, yet his firſt intention is, he ſhall 

deſerve it by his valour. God taketh the hike inclis x16 go- 
rations in this great liſt of ſalvation , he wiſherh g1] 2ine of 
the world palms, but willeth it ro them, who well TE.m%* 


ang ancient 
know how to make uſe of the helps of his grace. Fathers 


Thus the moſt arcient,and gravelt Fachers of the "cer 
oral hog 
tore the impoltures of Pelagians in the golden * ge Amara 
of the Church chrough a molt purified ray. And to det Fog 
this purpoſe Tertsllian ſaid :(d) God,who is very good Pens de ſus 
of his own, Was ever juſt cf ours. AndS. Hilarie fad £00 
moſt perfpicuoully : (<'T hat Eleftion was not an ef- (c) liar, 
felt of. Jnagment indiſcreet but that from the choice ef ooh nd. 
merit, proceeded the diſt infl vn made for glory. S. Epi- a.m _ 


phanins expreſſed the like opinion T hat there was = _ 
. * . Cc . 
0 exception of perſons in the proceeding cf God, bmt | cxnmng 


, : : «clolFm 119- 
then undoub:ediy hold, that all paſſ»ges of S. Parl, 07 that it paſſed according tothe merit,or demerit of eve- vin: diſcre- 


which h2 alleads:th in this point, have no other 
{cope, bur to exalc the free gift of redemption, and 


>} ne, Behold what we may gather from the fouti-"% 
delt tradition of the Church, 


(f) Bur 


36s VI MAXIM. 


C/The's (f) But if we now weigh the ſecond Article 
to whercon we infilt, which 1s the glory of ( 30d;\t is an 
Thar G-4 cate matter to ſee this opinion, which appropriaterh 
So 1.4 CErtan taraliry of div1ne decrees, without other 
hai vur Knowledge of cauſe, 2gr-eeth not with thus immenſe 


works tor hounty ot God, nor the ſincere will he hath ro ſave 
proven at} the world : It 1s not ſuitable to his jultice,nor to 


gory. his pcomiſes,or menaces he m:kes to virtues,or Vi- 
ces: beſides it rormenteth minds, weakens the zeal of 
ſouls: and :hroweth liberty & deſpair into manners. 106 

The com- Why ſhould not a miſerable reprobate have«a fe 


plaintaRe-hereupon to ſiy : Ah, my 1 ord! where are the 

pi09.:c : . þ : * : hi } 11 

maymake. bowels of g00dnels and mercy , which all pens te- 
{\ifie, all voices proclaim, and Jaws eltabliſh? Is ir 
then of honey for others, and of worm-wood for 
me ? How cometh it to paſs without any knowledge 
of merit, you drew this man from the great mals of 
corruption, to make hima fon of your adoption , 


a coheir of your glory, and have lett meas ;a black 


0f Predeſtination. Part 1, 


hapneth becauſe God fore-ſuw it, but God fore-ſaw 27m <7 


Þ? aſcims 


it becauſe it ſhould ſo happen by mortion of our ,,,.,,, 
free-will, and not by the laws of necelsity, 


THYOY7H 1101 
To Deus. 


Moreover, the Juttice of the great Valter is very ,...;. 


eminent in this ation , for we do not ſay he works vir.vei1.;. 
at random,and ſeeks ro make boaſt of his power in ©** 


the miſery of mortals : but with the Scripture, thar 

he ſeparaterh light from darknefs with a diamond, 

to wit,a moſt ſtrong and reſplendent knowledge of 

the merit and demerit of men, What ſenſe is there a no:ab!, 
to make a power, which takes its glory from igno- bangs. 

. AdGamanite 
rance,and is potent in contempt ot reaſon ? Is not {.,....1,. 
this to make all terrible, even to its own favours ? cm & re. 
What ſenſe is it to appoint a Judge to fatisfie the 57% *©- 
whole world according to defart, and to make him 14.$ecun- 
ſign Decrees irrevocable in favour of ſome one , 6m 70- 
before knowledge of all merit? Cannot we make 
him potent , unleſs we make him unjuſt ? 


Add alſo, that in the feeling we have of Predeſtj. 60odne(s 


victim, marked with a character of Death > What 20 nation, the mercy of the moſt 'mild Father ſhinech chats 


importeth it me, that in this firſt choice you made, 
you did not condemn me without knowledge of 
cauſe ? to think no good for me, was to think ill 
enough for me. Was | then :ble tro row againſt the 
torrent of your power ? Could I intrude into your 
Paradiſe , which you have ficly diſpoſed like the 
Halcyons neſt, whereunto nothing can enter but its 
own bird 2 You have bu:lt your Palace ofa certain 
number of choſen pieces, in ſuch ſort, that the ac- 
count thercot being :nade,and proportions valued , 
one {mal} grain might not be added to encreaſe the 
number. What covid I do in this dreadful excluſion, 
_ accuſe your bounty, and deplore my unhappi. 
nels ? 


Aug. de Behold what a reprobate ſoul may objec : and 
_— a it were boorlels to anſwer, that a bruit beaſt mighr 


xt, Si poſe: COMPlain in chis faſhion, that God had not made it 


log 46% 4, man;or the like mighc bealledged tor infants, who 
& dicere 


be, 4«re Oy without Baptiſm : For as concerning, beaſts, no- 


with viſible marks, For we do not make him to 
damn him through a negligence of thoughts; and 
coldnels of affection, which cannot bein a God fo 
ative, or a heart fo loving: but we believe his 
goodneſs extendeth to Cain and 7xdas, and would 
they have endeavoured, they had the means to gain 
beatitude, which never fails any man, it he want 
not correſpondence. 
In the end, we likewiſe acknowledge in thispoint 5; yu 


zothe moſt prudent government of God, who will t/a», & 


have rotbing idle in nature,nor grace. He could en- prays g's 
lighten us without the Sun, and afford us fruit withe juror:o per- 
out the earth x but he will his creatures operate,and ***- 
; Aug. ad 
that one unfold the rays of his ſubttance,anotherſup-iup.1.e.:- 
ply with the juice of its boſom, In like manner, he 
is pleaſed we make his grace to profit us, to raiſe 
our riches out of his favours and derive our glory 
from his bounty, He will give a title of merit to our 


happineſs, to advance the quality of his gifts. He 


tun f:ifi thing 15 taken from them, rather much given,when 40 will crown in us, what comes from himlclf, as if it 


haminem, 


mepecaden; (rOM nothing, being and life is afforddd them with 
Auſwer io COMentments of nature; and as for little infants, 
objett:085. they endure no evil,and are no moredifturbed to be 


were wholly ours. Why ſhall we ſhut up the eys 
of his wiſdom ? why ty up the hands of his liberali- 
ty? An Ancient ſaid, He more eſteemed the judg- 
ment of certain men, then their proper benefits. 
God will, we value.both in him, that we enjoy his 
bounty by favour,and his judgement by merit, The 
actions ot the SovereignMonarch are free from con- 
troul, as his gifts from repentance. 
i will leave you now to conclude, what quiet we rhirg 


nal lames,was condemned by God, without any o- 50 may have in our conſciences upon the matter of point. 


vein, deprived of the ſ'ghr of God, then was Nebuchag- 
22.47 for the *cepter of Babylcn, when he in his 
infancy was bred among ſhepheards, thinking him- 
ſelf the ſon of a Peaſant, and wholly ignorant of his 
Royal extraction, Butto ſay, A man whodies at 
the age of diſcrerion, and is delivered over to eter- 
ther fore-l:ght of his works.is it not a cruelty, not 
worthy of ought but Calviniſm 2 asif a father might 
be excuſable in marrying one daughter richly, and 
cutting che others throar, to ſet her on apyle. He 
who would judge wiſely, muſt fly the very ſhadow 
of an opinion ſo damrable, and all which may ſeem 
to favour it, 

The feules——&; Now as concerning the Dodtrine which eſta- 

bs <2 .. bliſheth Predeſtination upon grace and previſion of 

ved from 

os dan of Gods greateſt glory. It diſcovereth us his ſcience 


in attributing unto him an infinite ſurvey over all 
the ations of Adams children before all Ages by 
whichit ſeaſonably fore. ſaw all that was to be done, 
by all particulars,in fo great a revolution of rimes : 
Itinan inſtanc affordethus this moſtinnocent know- 
ledge,fceing we learn by the ſame way that the pre- 
{cience which God hath of our works, isno more 
the cauſe of our happineſs, then my memory of che 


Predeſtination. I leave you to think, whether a good F2(< * 
ſoul have'not cauſe to lay : O be the Divine Proyi- ence. 
dence praiſed for evermore,fince it ſo worthily hath 
provided for me. I cannot adore its counſels, unleſs 
I love its goodneſs. It ſweeteneth my pains, it com- 
forteth my cares when it teacheth me, my eternal 
happineſs depends on him and me, ou him , who 
lovech me tenderly ,and on me,who cannot hate my 
ſelf, unleſs 1 derogare from my eflence, after 1 have 


good works ,it ſeems to ſtrech far towards the point 6c failed in all virtues, Courage then, we roul not un- 


der this fatality which writeth laws on diamonds , 
and ties usto inevitable neceffities, The fodder is 
not caſt, we have yet the mettal boyling apace in 
hand , we may appear on the mould of virtue, we 
may make our ſelves ſuch by the grace of God, as 
to put our falvation inafſurance, our life into re. 
pole, and death into crowns, 

I cannot fearfGod with a (laviſh fear, ſince he is 
nought bur goodneſs: but 1 will ever dread my 


fireing of Rome, which happened under Nero; or 07 works , ſince I am frailty it ſelf. Let us hereafter live 


then mine eye of the whiteneſs of ſnow, and freſh 
verdure of meadows by its ſimple aſpets. Nothing 


in ſuch ſort, as we would be judged, Let us conſe- 
crate our life to innocency,and baniſh all ſin. Let us 
undertake 
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undertake piety, humility, obedience, alms, and de- 
votion towares the Bleiled Virgin, which are moſt 
aſſured marks of Predeitination. Let us not preſume 
of our owa forces , nor deſpair likewiſe 0i Gods 
mercy. If we ſtand upright, ler us {till fear the de- 
clining of nature, which eaſily benderh to evil, and 
if we 1200p, let us quickly raiſe our ſelves again, ma- 
king all avail to our ſalvation, yea, our proper falls, 
We have a great Advocate in heaven, who opencth 
as many wounds for us,as we have inflicted wounds 
on his body. We have inflicted them through cruel- 
ty, and they will receive us through mercy, ſerving 
us towards Heaven for a chariot of triumph, as 
they we:e tous on earth a mirrour in life, and a ſe- 


pulcher in death, 
Dawn our Te fixth Ex amen upon the fixth 
of Simeon M A X I M. 
of _ 
$inople. 


Of the ſecret Power of Predeſlination. 
PRAOCOPILIUS. 


Redeſtination is an admirable ſecret, wherein 
"EIY bm reacherh us, there is nothing which 
1ous (ec:e: the happy ought not to fear,nor any thing the miſe- 
of Preve- r2ble may not hope. Stars fall from the tirmament, 


m—_— charged into dung. hils, and dung- ils of the 
earch mount up to Heaven to be metamorphoſed 
into ſtars. The graces of God infinuate them. 
ſelves by ſecret wayes, and the impreſſions of the 
will are extreamly nice : all that paſt, isa dream, 
and the future a cloud, where thunders murmur in 
the dark. : 

giforia  Wetremble when we read inthe Hiſtory of holy 

p:.rum Fathers, thac an Hermit, grown whitein the auſteri- 

_— | deritand ble thief had 
ties of Religion, underitanding a notadle thief ha 

Raderns, -4 


gained Heaven by a ſigh he calt forth in the inſtant 
of his death, was much diſpleaſed, and preſently be. 


came nought, becauſe God was good, blaming his 40 


mercy,to try his juſlice :-for one ſole cenſure made 
him looſe forty years of penance, and drew his foot 
our of Paradiſe, to deliver his foul to hell. 1 purpoſe 
here conſequently to produce afingular converſion, 
that you may admire, and fear the ſecret wayes of 
God. Simeon of Conſtantinople is the Authour of it, 
who enlarged it with many words, but 1 will abbre- 
viate it into good proportion, which fhall render it 
no whit the leſs eftectua]. 
The Emperour Dioc/eian havirg pacified Egypt, 
Atore 12. ſojourned ſometime in Antiech , of purpoſe to de- 
ſtroy the name of feſns Chrift , in the ſame place 
where the faichfull began to be called Chriſtiazs. 
Theodoſia, a great Lady, came to him, bringing her 
ſon along with her, named Neaxias, tn very goo 
equipage, with purpoſe ro preter him in Court, and 
farisfie her ambition. To make her ſelfe the more 
acceptable, ſhe freely proteſted, her decealed hus- 
band died a Chriſtian, that ſhe had often attempted 
to work him to forſake this ſuperſtition, adverſe to 
Gods and men, and that being unable to prevail up- 
on his inveterate obſtinacy, ſhe had manured this 
youns plant, {ſpeaking of her ſon) carefully train- 
ing him in the ſervice of the gods and Prince, with 
infinite deteſtation againſt Chriſtianity, 
__ Dioclefian, who was much delighted with ſuch ace 
cidents, loudly praiſed the Lady, and caſting his eye 
on Neasias, be found him ot handſom ſhape, good 
preſerce, underſtanding, and valiant, whereof he 


Procojius 
pretented 
ro Diecleſi- 
a 


conceived great hope he might prove hercatter a70 gyg, breakin 


IO 
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diſcourſe of his ed:ication , he faid his father did all 
he could to win him to Chriſtiavity ,but that he ever 
{tuck to his mothers 1:de , not enduring the imyerti- 
nencies of a Religion, which p.oteſle.h a ſon as o!d 
as his father, a mother withou: a busbard, a child- 
birch joyned to virginity, a God crucified, a Croſs 
divinized,and ſuch o:her extravagancics,whereat he 
ſer himſelf a jeering wich ſo much cattle, char he 
gained the Emperours heart. 

©coffs have this proper in them , that they pene. Scoffing 
trate very far into jocund minds ; and though they da»g*- 
proceed from a oft ſpirit, they often make more 
impreſſion, theniron, The Emperour fo well liked 
his humour, that he gave hima charge in the City 
of A/exandria , with two Companies to forrage 
round about, and cleanſe the Countrey from the 
ſet of Chriſtians. The mother conceived much jo 
thereat, and the ſon, who ſeemed already to wa 
Heaven with a finger , put himſelf into action for 
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20 accompliſhment of his Commiſlion. 


But,O the bottomleſs depth of Gods judgments ! A9mitans 
Behold he going abour to ſurprize,is ſurprized, and oo. 
of a Lion is become a Lamb,and of one viRorious,a 
victim, He being near the City of Apamea in Syria, 
the earth ſhook under his feet, the air was inflamed 
with lightning, and thunders roared in the clouds, 

a voice came trom Heaven , which faid unto him : 
Neanias, whithey goeft thou, and to what purpoſe is 
this equipage ? He, although much aſtoniſhed, an- 


30 ſwered it was for the Chriſtians, The voice replied, 


1s it they to me you go? But he, having the hardneſs to 
ask it, who are you, fawa Crofsin the air, and heard 
theſe words : ] am Jeſus the Cracified, Son if the li- 
ving God, and you ſhall hereafter be a veſſel of eleflitu 
for me. This viſion beat him down, to raiſe him like 

S. Panl, and of a perſecutour , in a moment made 
him a Confeſſour. He ſecretly ſent for a Gold- 
ſmith, and cauſing him ro make a rich Croſs, he 
embraced it, he kiſſed it, and carried it hanging a- 
bour his neck, to engrave it in his heart, 

In Read of perſecuting the Chriſtians, he turned 

his arms «gaiaſt a race of Saracens, who over-ran 
the Countrey, and raviſhed maids to fatishe their 
bruitiſhneſs, which filled houſes with cerrour and 
tears. The Crols gave great ſucceſs tohis arms, and 
in ſhort time having chaſed away this pernicious fa- 
&ion,he went to the City of Antioch, being already 
fully inſtructed inthe points of his religion. : 

The mother, who knew not whar had paſſed in \e=4nY 

this matter, entertains him with much joy, not fa- erocopin: 
tisfying her ſelt either with his ſight, or in congra- **4 - 
culating his triumphs. Bur he, who no longer cared 
for any thing under God, ſaid : 7 have obtained other 
viftories which you know not. And what ? replied the 
mother, Madam, I bave vanquiſhed my ſelf by the 
grace of God, aud departing hence a Pagan,am retnr= 
ned a Chriſtian , defsring nothing more in the world f 
you, but fince you gave me birth, you will take exams 
ple from me. How, my ſeu (fayes the mother) you 
are diſpoſed to be merry. NO, replics he, aud draWing 
out his Creſs, behold, ſaid he, the marks of the Reli- 
gion I profeſs. She much amazed,drew him aſide in- 
to her cloſer, and asked him, who had recommend- 

ed this abomination to him, and whether he were 
become a fool? There are none bt. fools (ſaid he) 
- who with reverence lock; after deaf and dumb gods, the 

time us come theſe feeble Deities muſt be abjured, and 

all the works of derkne[s : and ſpeaking this, he ran- 

facked his mothers cloſet, which was very ſampcus 
8 and throwing down the golden and 


principal initrument of his deſires. That which alfo- gjyer jdols, and withal ſaying, theſe ſilly entertair» 


pleaſed himghe more, was, thar putting him on the 


ments were onely good to make money of to diſtri- 
bute among the poor. T heodo fie 


_— E 
—— 
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Revenge 
of Theodo- 


ba. 


VI MAXIM. 


T heodsfia was fo offended at thisaR, that without 
any regard of blood, and nature, ſhe went to the 
Emperour, and related all had paſſed, reſolving 
rather to deliver her ſole ſon to executioners, then 
ro loſe the ſatisfaRion of her revenge. Diocleſian as 
much {arpriſed with aſtoniſhment, as enflamed with 
anger,having praiſed the mother for her zeal, wrote 
to 7uſtus Governour of Paleſtine, and commanded 
him to ſeize on the perſon of Neanias, and to ſeek 


by all means to reduce him to obedience,and incale zo Alas they, faid ſhe, within her ſelf, who ever Change of 
lodged a heart ſo barbarons as thine, in the body of a Tieedeſa, 


oft refuſal, to take away his ſword, and proeced a- 
Sainſt bim with all the rigour of puniſhments or- 
dained for Chriſtians. 

The Governour having received the Emperours 
Mandate, went with his Guards to the houſe of Ne- 
anias, and ſignified the tenour of his Commiſſion, 
withal delivering into bis hand the Emperours Let- 
ters, wherein perceiving ſome blaſphemies againſt 
our Saviour,he tare them in pieces, and ſaid to Zuft- 
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tortured, commanded their ſides and arm-holes to 
be burnr, yet they perſevered, ſinging and praiſing 
God in the ardour of the molt exquiſite torments, 

T heedofa mother ot our Mari yr,being preſent at 
this ſpectacle, felt her ſelf couched to the quick for 
the ſpirit of God entred powerfully into her. It 
ſuddenly rook off the film, which in be had clouded 
the light of reaſon, making her ſee into the bottom 
of her ſoul, at which ſhe conceived much horrour, 


woman ? All the blood thou ſeeft ſhed, diſt ileth new to 
ſatis fie a revenge thon conceivedſt againſt thine own 
blood. Thy ſon # in priſon all rent and torn, and if 
he yet have not rendred up has ſoul, he keeps it on his 
lips, expefting ( perhaps ) thy laft words. If thou art 
not yet ſatisfied, go bathe thy ſelf in his Wounds, aud 
pull away that little life nature gave him by thy means, 
and which cruelty taketh from him by thy prattiſes, 


Conſtancy yy ; Execute your Commiſſion; I have a boa) to ſuffer, 22 Ah Theodoſia, the moſt rigorons of women, and the 


of Proce- 


pris, 


Hig ſuffer- 


ings foc 
Religion. 


but not a ſoul to betray my Religion, The other conju. 
red him by all the wayes of friendſhip, ro take pit 
of his age, and not become an enemy to his own fe 
and fortune,adding, temerarious counſels are four- 
ces of irrecoverableevtls. But the yvalorous Cham- 
pion drawing out his ſword, threw it at the Judge's 
teet, profeſſing he was wholly gained to 7eſus 
Chriſt, whereupon he fettered him,and led bim to 
Ceſarea. 

In few daies he was brought to the Palace, to an- 
ſwer upon accuſations objected, which he moſt free- 
ly averred, perfiſting in the confeſſion of his faith 
with admirable conſtancy, which was the cauſe, the 
Judge proceeding according to ordinary forms ex- 
erciſed againſt the faithful,made him cruelly be bea- 
ten with rods in ſight of all the world. Dioclefan 
thought by theſe ſhameful and barbarous wayes, 
to ſtifle Chriſtianity : but theſe outrages practiſed 
upon men of quality,enkindled the courage of Chri- 


30 woked God's me: cy, thou haſt not waſted it. 


meſt nnfortunate of Mothers, though thou haſt abju- 
red nature, rexounce not the God Macy Hear the 
voice which tÞeaketh in thy heart, and render thee to 
that Jeſus who begins to reſion thee 'up to thy (elf. 
Why wilt thin not ao, what thy all before thine eyes ? 
T hey haue wither hearts of ftecl, nor bodies of braſs, 
more then then: but more reſclution, becauſe far 
greater faith, Ana why ſnonldſt not thou be faith- 
full, by imutating their example. Jf thou haft pre- 
Let us 
go to Heaven by the purple way, fince the Providence 
of Heaven preſenteth it nts thee. The blood of thy 
poor ſox yet ſpeaks to thee in ſo many tongnes, as there 
are dreps of it thed in the ſtrects, Let ns follew him, 
and never think that done too Late which ſoon ſhall work, 
thy ettrual ſalvation. 

She feeling the combat of theſe cogitations in her 
heart, ſaddenly cryed out, as in an extaſic : 7am 4 
Chriſtian. The Judge,who feared this act,gave ſem. 


ſtans, and ſowed ſeeds of Martyrs. Many Pagans 4© blance to hear nothing of it, bur ſhe redoubled her 


were ſeen, who deplored this puniſhment, beholding 
a young Lord whom they had lately ſeen triumphant 
in conrteſie, in arms, and valour, delivered into the 
hands of hangmen,to be uſed like a thief. The Martyr 
perceiving the peoples tears, faid ; Father; ,aud Bre- 
thren, bewail nit my ſufferings, lament your own er- 
ronrs ; my pains Will paſs away, but the torment of in- 
fidelity ſhak be everlaſting. Then lifting his eyes to 
Heaven, he fervently beſought God ro fortifie him 
in bis combats, to = 
7nſt ſeeing him more courageous then he wiſhed, 
ſenc him back unto the priſon, where he was com. 
forted with the ſight of Angels,and it is ſaid, our Sa- 
vionr himſelfappearing, baptized him with his own 
hands, and gave him the name of Procopizs, and 
heartened him, bravely to finiſh his combats. 

The next day he came forth of Priſon, like the Sun 
out ot clouds, his body refleQting luſtre and Majeſty, 
when they thought him ſpent with exceſs of tor- 


voice ſo loudly, and made fo ſolemn a profeilion, 
that it was impoſſible for bim to diſſemble it: fo 
that ſeeing ſhe would nor deſiſt from this reſoluti- 
on, he was enforced to ſend her into the priſon, 
where her ſon remained, 

Precopins beholding her to come ferrered with 0» 
ther Ladies, was infinitely joyed at this ſpectacle, 
and cryed out aloud : 


Madam, my deay mother, who brings you ? Towhom ſhe 


om he reſigned the total glory, $© anſwered : Loving (oz, the cauſe whici: [ut you here, brought 


me hither ts be the companion of your death, fince I am the mur- 


a » Be. _ His impri- 
ereſs of your life. I have betrayed blood and nature, and de - opiues. 4 


and mar, 
tyrdom., 


livered my bowels to executioners, to ſatisfie paſſion. Wiitue 
and honour being loſt, nought elſe remains for me, but the bappi- 
neſs to dy with you for Jeſus Chriſt. It zr, Son, at this inſtant, 
I muſt accompliſh the words you ſpoke to me at your return, 
that I ſhould take example ſrom you, as you birib from me. 0 
God, moſt honoured Mother, behold here a great touch from 
Heaven, ( ſaid Procopius ) I bave notbing more to wiſh in the 
world,fince I this day behold you the precious conqueſt of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Ir zs at thu time, when berg a Mvther by nature, you 


ments. The whole City was filled with rumour, and 6c(2# !ihewiſe be a Mother 'to me by the example of your pic- 


many ſouldiers ſecretly coming to the Biſhop Leou- 
tixzs,were converted to faith, whereof the Governor 
advertiſed, made them preſently to be beheaded, 
fearing to exaſperate the Bands, if be longer defer. 
red their Execution. Procopivs having once again 
been tormented, before he was brought back to pri- 
ſon, recommended theſe firſt victims ro Heaven by 
his prayers, whoſe example was quickly waited on 
by twelve Ladies, fall of honour, who made open 


ty 2 You are come to the point whether Gol would have you, 
and all that is paſt, was but to augment the glory of your con- 
verſion. I.tt us go by the way of blond, to the place where 
”y | my 6f your good Husband, and my deareft father, expe- 

ell 1, 

Theſe two hearts wholly diſſolyed into the love of 
God, ſpake in thought. having not language enough 
to expreſs their affection. Theodoſia being in a ſhort 
time after baptized by Leontinus, was led to execu- 
tion with the twelve Ladics, where ſhe appeared as 


profeſſion of faith. J»ſ?z thinking it was a feminine 07 the ſingular ornament of this oP Quire, leaving 


heat,which would be quenched when torments were 
applicd to their bodies, cauſed them cruelly to be 


ber headin the place, where ſhe had firſt confeſſed 
7eſus Chriſt, with a conſtancy {o heroick, _ ſhe 
rew 
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drew tears from all the world. Procopias having 
been tumbled up and down at divers Seffions be- 
fore the Tribunals, whipped, roaſted, broyled, falt- 
ed, torn in all his body, the {trength of his courage 


Of the Divinity ef TESUS, 
no whit ſhaken, ſtretched out his neck to the Exe. 
cutioner, and yielded up his fair foul to God,learn- 
ing in the converſion of his mother, and his own, 
the Divine power of this great Predeſtination, 
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Of the Divinity of ]J E S U S$. 


THE PROPHANE COURT. 
That God will be ſerved in any kinde , 


and that every ScCt hath reaſon in 
its Religion. 


His Maxim of the ProphaneCourt, 
is an old dotage of obſequious ſpi- 
rits, who having no zeal for faith, 
and likewiſe leſs courage againſt 
7 impiety, 60 in appearance approve 
all Religions, and follow none, That is it which 
made Symmachus ſay, God was a great ſecret, and 
that it was no wonder every one ſought after it,and 
ſpake according to his weak endeavour of it, ſome 


THE HOLY CO'RT. 
That none but Jeſus is Authour of truth and 


ſalvation , to whom all Creatures bear 
witneſs of. bis Divinity, 


fiſt its love. We will content our ſelves at this time 
to expreſs three proofs; The one drawn from 
the voice of inſenſible Nature , the other from 
reaſonable Nature, and the third from divine rea- 
ſons. 

Itis an admirable thing to ſee, that Heaven and voice #7 
the elements have been willing to bear a part in the "= 
great harmony, which hath manifeſted the Word 
Eternal to the world involved in times, and the 


in one faſhion, and ſome in another : Thar is it al- xoincreated Wiſdom included in the body of an in- 


ſo which made Maximus Madanrenſs write, He 
was t00 great to enter whole and entire into the un- 
derſtanding of man ; but muſt be taken piece-meal, 
every one contenting himſelf to adore ſome Symbol 
of God, which ſeemed moſt conyenient unto him. 
Behold the ſhorteſt way can be taken to arrive 
at groſs impiety ; for it is to make a Roman Panthe. 
on of Religion, where you ſhall have a thouſand 
imaginary Divinicies, without one leaſt glimmer of 


ianr, If we will look into ſigns from Heaven, I may 99/5. © 
ſay, thar at the approach of this Nativity, the Sun 5. in 
appeared incompaſſed with a marycllous Rainbouy, - 1x: c-55- 
willing thereby to give notice, the time of reconci- area 
lation was near, and that the great Mediatour,who 2Zi.!. 45; 
ſhould reunite all things in his Perſon, came to ſan. 
Ctific the worlu by an univerſal peace, 

| might alledge what was witnefled by Z #tropixa Three 


in his ſixth Book, and by Ex/{cbinsinhis Chronicle, $995 


the knowledge of the true God. Lies for ſome ſpace 20 how three Suns were ſeen to ſhine at one time at- 


accord rogether, alchough they ſpare not to oppoſe 
one another, bur true Religion bath this property, 
to tend wholly ro Monarchy, and if you ſpeak to it 
of tolerating other Sets, as if they were reaſona- 
ble,ir is to thruſt chorns into the feet, and pur ſtraws 
into the eys of it, | 

Ze{w hath nothing to do with Belial,the faithiul 
with the unfaithful, nor the Temple of God with 
the Synagogue of Devils. All Religions which wan- 
der from the ray of Chrittian and Catholick verity, 
are bur Chymera's of piety, ſpeRtres of wikdom,and 
flames, which lead theſe fouls into an abyls of fire 
and darkneſs, There is but one Redeemer,to whom 
are due all ſervices and adorations, And it is my de- 
ſire for your comfort to ſhew you, that the Au- 
thours of all Sets, having in the end appeared fo 
monſtrous, 1t only appertained to the Erernal Son 
of the Father Celeſtia), ro bear the teſtimony of all 
creatures for the homage 0f his Divizity. 


Of the revelation of ths WORD IN- 
CARNATE, and how all Creatures 


bear witneſs of bis L tvintty, 


'He great God,wlicm the Prophet 1ſaiah called 

th» hidden God and who according to the ſaying 
of the F/almift,had ſpreadiround about h:s Throne 
a yetl of darkneſs :mpenerrable to mortal eys, was 
unſcarſed in the Crib, in the firſt of his days in ſuch 
fort, that you need lift up bat fimple cloarths to 
know him. The Word Tncarnate fo viſibly replen- 
iſheth all che world with its kzow!-dge, rhart a men 
muſt be blinde not co ſee its lisbes, and {tupid ro re- 


Foviour (Ad)? 


terward united and incorporated in one ſol:Globe: 

in my opin1on, ſo to derote three {ubſlances,to wit, 

of the Word, the <oul , and ficſh conjoyned in the 

ſole perſon of our Saviour. I could fay, how at that p,,1...c. 
inftant the Sun was invironed with three circles, the 3:- 
one whereof bare a C ororet of ears of corn, to te. 
ſlifie the plenty, which the Word Ircarnate ſhould 
bring into the world 1 could add what Albrumaſar 
the Cha/4zay wrote in his Introduction, ſixth Treas 


3Ctife, and firſt Definition, rouching the apparition of 


a Virgin inthe fir{t aſpeR& ot the gn Y7rgo, But lec 
usreſt ſatisfied, that Heaven ſpake aloud, making 
uſe ofa new Star, as of a tongue to declare the h- 
ving God, and chat this apparition became fo fa- 
mous, that even Infidels had authentick teſtimonies (a) Plin.c. 
thereof, as we may ſee in the narration of Cha!ci. 7,5 "2: *® 
dins, a Platonick Philoſopher. And it is ſtrange,that da. come- 
Pliny (a) himſelf ſpeaketh of a ceriain Star with © ©2570 


flyerrays, infinitely reſplendent , which ſhewed , 


3, KT 7 


40 Gol in a humane figure centers l6- 


if we ſpeak of the Air , know we not it was i1- ys OY 
luftrated with a great and Divine I'ght, wiuch Da e#4- 
Saint Lokecalled' (6) the glory of Grd. If we 7" 1* 
ſpeak of waters , Tradition teackerh us, a Fonn- (5) guria 
tain was ſeen to ſpring in a poor Stable , which 2% > 
was honoured firlt with the birth of the Son of {7 
Gold (c). it we ſpeak of rhe Earth, hath it not («) Baro- 
contributed to the revelation of the Word, when £4). 60 
it made ſome of ::S Trees how, to adore the Sa- men,l, 5, 
id it not bear flowers viſibly 1m- © *+, 
- RE Rovillius 
printed with rhe moit noble charadters of the living ge piancis. 
God, as Rovilins depainteth .the Granadil? 1ke Joan.1.32, 
Pirds of the Air bave rendred their homage by {***% 77: 


A aa the 


oa 


70 


VII. MAXIM. 


Agnovit the means of a dove, which appeared in the Baptiſm, 


bos poſſeſſo- 
yer: ſunum, 
or afenus 
preſepe Do- 
mum ſut, 
Iſaiah 1, 


(e\) Voice 
of Prophe 
fie, 


fiſhes in that, which ſervedas a Steward, and Caſh- 
maſter to eſus Chriſt. Four-footed bealts were 
remarkable in che crib , becanſe we haye learned 
from the Prophet 1/aiah , the Ox hath known bu 
Maſter, and the Aſs the crib of hus Lord. 
2. (s) If we paſs from the voice of nature,to voices 
divinely humane, as are prediQtions ; what is there 
more admirable than the univerſal conſent of pro. 
pheſies?He who ſhould tell us, that a moſt beautiful 
ſtatue of white marble had been ſeen in aTemple, all 
framed of pieces laid together,made by ſundry arti. 
Zans in divers Apges,in ſuch ſort, that one began the 
head of this ſtatue, having no other determinate de- 
ſign;the other not ſecing the head which was made, 
nor knowing it to be don&,made a body,another an 
arm.another a hand,another a leg, another a foot,in 
the end, every one made his part, purſuing the ſame 
courſe; none of theſe excellent Maſters knowing 
ought of his companions works : Notwithſtanding, 20 
that all theſe pieces, wrought in ſundry Ages, by 16 
many ſeveral hands, and 1n provinces fo tar diltant 
one from another, being ſer together, it was found 
every piece was ſo curiouſly compoſed , and fitted 
to the entire body of the ſtatue , that it might be 
ſaid, All theſe <culptours had long agreed together 
for the accompliſhment of ſuch a work, 

If then this diſcourſe in the Idza's of men , have 
any place in the truth of Hiſtories , as many have 
thoughc, muſt we not ſay ſome Intelligence g 
ed the minds of all theſe Artizans, to cauſe them in- 
ſenſibly to conſent in all the dimenſions of this Ma- 
ſter piece ſo excellent and exact? 

Let us here ſay the like, when we behold the great 
model of the Word Incarnate, which God placed 
in the frontiſ-piece of his works, to be admired and 
adored by all intelle&ual Nature, We find Prophets 
divided one from another,the diſtance of many hun- 
dred years,different in age,humour,condition,flyle, 
invention,order,ard connexion, who could neither 49 
ſee one another, nor agree together in any kind, as 
were David, Daniel, and 7/a14h : yet all withour 
mutual knowledge laboured in the Hiſtory of the 
great Saviour of men , ' one ſpeaketh ot his birth, 
- another of his life, another of his doctrine, another 
of his manners, another of his nuracles, another of 
his death, another of his victories and triumphs, 
When we take pains to gather together , and conli- 
der all theſe pieces, we find them meaſured and 
fitted with ſuch proportion , that we are enforced 50 
to affirm , it is not a work of mor tal hands, but an 
enterprize of the Spirit of God. 


10 


Excellen Who inſpired the Patriarch 7 ach, that propheſied 


propheſies {0 


rouching 
our Sayi- 
our. 49, 
Genel. 


Non aufeve- 1. 


many years before all Prophets, that the Meſlias, 
who was the hope of all Nations ſhould come when 
the Scepter of 7«dea was taken out of the hands of 
Fadah's race: which was fulfilled punttuall in the 


mr ſcprrun time of Hered, who put the true Heirs of this Royal 


de Inuda, 


&c. Dan 


venta: qu 


Line to death, to fatisfic his ambicion, and con:enr 
his tyranny ? who diRtated to the Prophet Daxiel, 50 


er 


mitzendss (4) that aſter the EdiR of King Artaxerxes,granted 

-_ In f: f the re-eſtabliſh he 1 

©. Dan.s, 12 favour of the re-eſtabliſhment of the temple, 

36. there ſhould be 50. weeks to the birth of Chriſt, 
thac is to ſay , the ſpace of 490. years, which was 
found true by calculation of the beſthiſtorias Who 

Arg.2, made the Prophet Aggexs ſpeak wi h this thundring 


majeſty, and worthy the lips of the God of Holls, 
WITHIN A'$SHORT TIME | WILL MOVE PEA- 
VEN,EARTH, AND SEA, THE DESIRED BY 
ALL NAT1ONSOF THE WORLD SHAL COME, 70 
ANDIWILL RPLENI!SH THIS HOUSE WITH 
GLORY ? Wasitnor the ſame Spirit, which after- 


\ 


Part x, 


0f the Divinity of ] ESUS, 


ward wrought thoſe great myſteries we ſee , who 
then ſhewed them to his faiibful ſervants? it is he 
who guided the pen of 1/aiab, when he proclaimed xc, ;. 


the Meffizs ſhould be born of a Virgin: he,who re- 


vealed io the Prophet Micha,this birth ſhould hap- Micak x, 


pen in Bethichem: he who opened the eys of Zacha- zach. s, 
ry, to ſee him inthe tr,umph he afterwards made | 


) » 


in 7er#/alem : he, whodeciphered to David all the Pl. 2, 


particularities of his paffion inthe ſecondPſalm.7 bis 
great conſenc of Prophets withour deſign or art, a- 
{toniſhed the Jews, who had the Scriptures in their 
hands, and could reckon up all the verliicles of their 
Bible. They well ſaw, it was the uncontroulable 
voice of Prophers , but cheir vanity had ſo blinded 
them , char they rather wiſhed co hve no Meſſias, 
than to acknowledge him poor according to the 
world, although his very poverty had been reckon- 
ed by the Prophets in the number of his greatneſſes, 
3. Perhaps it will appear to be leſs ftrange , that 
the Hebrews, who were a choſen people, had 1o ma- 
ny revelations touching the Word ot God. But 
who will not be rapt with admiration , to confider 
the words, which the wiſeſt, the greateſt, and moſt 
glorious of Gentiliſm, left ro polterity, concern:ng 
this myſtery ? I ſpeak not of Tri/megiſtus, of Py- 
thagor as, of Numemns, nor of others, whoſe wri- 
tings may be called in queſtion, I ſpeak ot Plaro, 
Ariſtotle,Cicera, How came that into Plato's mind, 
which he ſo eloquently afterward couched in the 


Strange te. 
ftimony of 
Genulums 


overn. 30 fourth book ot his laws ? to wit : 


(a) That Ged ſhould be to menthe rule and mea- (a) "Od: 
ſure of all things , and principally if it were ſo , or $105 my- 
ought to be ſoin any part of the wIrld, that there Were Twv 26n" 
a Max-God,. 44d7Wy 

From whence think you came it , that Ariferle, wi7por, x; 

who proceeded fo adviſedly in all his 1 azims , let mau 
this word fall ; UINOV 

(b) That it was no unbeſeeming thing for the Gods & ms ms, 
immortal, to reveſt themſelves with hnmane nature, to ws gear, 
deſt roy the erreurs, which were crept into the word ? a12pw- 

Who ſuggeſted to Cicero, one of the wilci(t Poli- 4s &ry. 
ticians that ever was amongſt men, what he wrote 7'4'9 |. 4- 
, ; > » de leg:ibus. 
in his Book of a Common-wealth*? (b) Nenefo 

(CT hat the time Would come,there ſhould be no other. D's mmer- 
law at Rome, than at Athers : bat that amongſt al at of 6's 
Nations ,and in ak times,there ſpould be one ſame,eter- n induere 
wal, and immutable law , oxe commen Maſter , and "ol 


guo ab crro. 


E mperour over all, which ſhould be God him Af, the ribus ſevo- 
anventour, teacher , and intreaxcer of this law : ang wr or 
» tales, Celis 


that he whs obeyed him not - ſrould flee from himſelf, us refert. 1, 
as a defpiſer of his own nature. But in this alone, that 17- ©. 34. 
he wonld net chey , he were grievonſly chaſtiſed, al- \ Cicer.l. 


} : 3, ceRep., 
though he might eſcape all other puniſhment, Ne: erit aits 
It were a thing ſuperfluous,to alledg here the ver- #7 Rome, 


ſes of the $ybi/s,which it is known were ſo expreſs, ni, a:« 
that many of the principal oftheGentiles were con. » a4 
yerted tot hriſtiaity, by reading the teſtimonys theſe CERTTEY 
divine women,rendered of the Word incarnate, -  goucs, 6 
Wealt likewiſe know, God«o make this argu- '*" ©” 
ment the more viſible, permitred a lictle before the Du te te- 
Nativity of our Saviour, that Virgil, the moſt emi. 8* 94 in 
nent ot all Poets, compoſed that his excellent work, HEE 
where he expreſſeth in Latin verſe the conceptions #7 &c.1am 
of S$1billa Crmza , and ſpeaketh plainly ofa child arbhng 4, "i 
which ſhould be ſent fromHeaven to pardon the fins mitinur at- 
0i men,and fill the-earth with blefings. And to ſhew. 7: 7* << 
this was not alone in the minds of particulars, we wg = 
read that towards the reign of Angsſtus, } nlins Ma- "H12'4 no 
rathi.s toretold , Nature ſhould bring torth a King ogy 
for the Worlds Empire. Which ſo amazed the $e- 
nate, according to the relation of Suetcxirs (d) the (1n® 
Hiftorian , that they forbad to breed up children (d) Snaton 


which in AUg,54- 


vent fornite 


Part 1. 


which ſhould be born within the time this South- 

ans. 7: fayer had prefixed. Doth not oſephns alſo make 
& bello mention of the predi&tion, which ſaid: Nations come 
Jadaico. fro Judea hruld become Maſters of the univerſe ? 
The Romay:s underitood not this language, but ap- 

plyed it, ſome to Anguftus,others to Yeſpaſian, un- 

til ſuch time as truch drew aſide the curtain, and 

made the accompliſhment of theſe predictions, per- 

ſpicuouſly appear in the Perſon of our Saviour. 

Nay not ſo much as Porphyrie, yea Mahomet,and 
vils, but give ſome Elogie of konour to Zeſws. Por- 
a%Y- 9” phyrie in theTreatiſe he made of the bleflings of Phi- 
A079? loſophy,ſaith : Jt is a great matter that devils.them- 
ſelves have ſpoken in favour of Jelus,confeſſing him to 

be endowed with ſingular picty,for which cauſe he en= 

tred into poſſeſſion of moſt happy immortality. And 

Alcoran. Afahomet,T hat the [pirit of God bare record to Chriſt 
ett. the Sonef Mary , that the ſoul of God was given him, 
: that he is the Meſſenger, Spirit, and Word of Ged,that 


Porphyrins, 
ett cv 1, 


VII. MAXIM. Of the Divinity of JESUS: 


371 
But this would ſeem to abaſe the divinity, Hear what Votute- 
Volufianus ſaid: I wonder, that hr, to whom this whole ;,, Ems 
univerſe is ſo ſmall, cau be ſhut up withis the bady of a cope v4- 
little child, having a month open to cry,as others. Senia Pre 
What uncomelineſs is there,it God be.united to a ci pprvs 
little body ? Have not Plixie (a) and Seneca (6) faid Pinner > 
That nature wasnever ſo admirable as in little bodys, 4c, * 
and chat it was a ſlavery in Great- ones, to be unable (2) Plin. 


to be little? / wonder the Soverergn Lordef all things Nati y 4 nuſ- 


944m Tuag is 


IO is ſo long abſent from Heaven,and that all the govern. 44m m 


ment of the world is tran pe to ſo little a creature, em 7 


- ta ef, 
From whence proceedeth this amazement, buc from :b) Servi- 


the baſeneſs of our thoughts ? If we ſaid, God being mm” 
made man,ceaſed to be God, and were defpoiled of poſie ferk 
his Empire,greatneſs, Eſſence,there would be ſome- men, 
what wherwith to queſtion this Myſtery: but when JF". 
, / 2700 quip 
we tay God came to Wan by inclination of a Sove- pe ad Dewn 
reign bounty and mercy, not leavirg himſelf, when 44/2 


us a ſe non 
we ſay humane nature 1s received into the Word, as 4 


eceſ11t, 
his doftrine is perfett, and enlighteneth the Old Te- 20 a ſmall ſource into a huge river, and not loofing its 4vgult. 


fament. O God of the univerſe, how powerfull is 
verity, to derive teltimonies in favour of his Word 
from the very lips of the moſt prophane ! 

4. I.et us adde alſo ſome divine reaſons in this bre.. 
vity, whereunto we have voluntarily confined our 
ſelves. Who ſees not tharhumane underſtanding, 
conſtrain'd by the conſideration of myſteries, doth 
homage alſo to the Incarnation of the Son of God? 
Where is that darkneſs which can hinder the bright 


Reaſons of 
ſeemlineſs, 


Eſſence, is fixed upon the perſonality of the Word 
it ſelf, is it not ro honour the power, majeſty, and 
wiſdom of God ? 

5. In what were the Divinity abaſed ? Can it be 
in doing a work ſo nvble,ſo (ingular, fo divine, that 
it deſerveth to entertain the thoughts of men and 
Angels, through times and eternity ? what is more 
ſpecious, and more ſweet, than to repreſent co ones 
ſelt the Perſon of our Saviour, who in himſelf makes 


day of faith > What can Infidels ſay ? That this my zQ an alliance of all was moſt eminent in ſpiritual and 


ſtery is impoilible? Impoſlible how? Either on Gods 
part, or mans, or from the repugnance of humane 
underſtanding with ſuch like propoſitions, becauſe 
by their ſaying they involve contradictions, How, 
would it not be poſsible to God, he being Omnipo- 
- tent, Immenſe, Infinite? How, according to the 
| confeſsion of ancient Philoſophers, can he repleniſh 
all che world with his Divinity,and is not able to ac- 
commodate himſelf with enough of it to divinize 
his holy Humanity ? Is it becauſe we fay itis united 
ro the Word in this myſtery, in a quite other faſhi- 
on, than the Spirit of God is with the world? I ad- 
mir it ; For the union of, it is truly perſonal. But 
muſt it not be confeſſed, the Word in this divine 
Eſſence, as under title of efficient cauſe, it bath an 
influence infinite over all the effets of the world, 
and as under title of final cauſe, it hath a capacity ro 
limit and meaſure all the inclinations of creatures ; 
fo under title of ſubſtantial bound, it may confine 


corporal nature, to wit, of God and man, verily, 
ſay 1, one compoſed of an unheard-of compoſition, 
to render the majeſty of his fathertpalpable, and vi- 
ible,to the hands and eyes of mortals ? What dig- 
.nity, to behold in the world a Man-God, become a 
part of the world, to poſſeſs the Spirit of God from 
all eternity, who propoſed this perſon as the end of 
his communications, the bound of his power, the 
firſt-born of all creatures, who held all Ages in 


o breath for him, all hearts in deſires, all minds 1n ex. 


peRtation, all creatures in propheſies ? The Book of juice ti: 
God hath written me in the beginning of its firſt page, ri ſcriptum 
ſaid the Word with the Pſalmiſt, eþ4 mes 

All creatures of this great univerſe,all predi&ions ARTE? 
and conceptions of theſe two great books, the world 


- and the Bible, tended to the accompliſhment and re- 


velation of the God-Man, who ſkould ſet a golden 
head upon all nature intelligent, ſenſitive,and vege- 
tative. All creatures were but leaves, and flowers 


and accompliſh by its perſonality all poſsible EC- go that promiſed the great fruit which the Prophet cal- 


ſence ? Why ſhall we tie the hands of Divine boun- 
ty in its communications, ſince it binds not our un- 
derſtanding in its conceprions ? 

Is it not a ſhamefull thing, that man will eftimate, 
and ſet a value upon the Divine Eſſence ? If God 
pleaſe not man, he ſhall not be God. Should we ay, 
man is incapable of chis communication ? And how 
1s it, that the holyHumanity reſiſted theOmniporen- 
cy of God, to = prejudice of his own exaltation, 
ſince it is found as ſoon in the union of the Word, as 
in the poſſeſsion of Eſſence ? See we not in nature, 
thar the rays of the San draw up vapours from the 
earth,and incorporated with them,do create Mete- 
ors in the air, ner any one making reſiſtance to his 
exaltation ? What contradiction can there be in our 
Numa. underſtanding againſt ſuch a maxim, ſeeing it appears 
@:3; #2 the moſtfamous Philoſopher ſaid, This union of God 
ef>ogvis, With man, might be very fir, and Platarch alſoſpeak- 
2 &#4x5- ing of the communication of the Creatour with the 
Se, Creature , pronounced theſe words, That God 
Siady- Was mot a lover of birds,uor ether living creatures but 
Yor. 4 lover of men; and that it is a very reaſonable matter 

that he communicate himſelf to his loves,and delights ? 


Flutarchin 


leth, The frait of earth ſublime. Iſaiah. 4+ 
We muſt religionſly ſpeak what deſerveth ts be heard ** 
with reverence; It is for this incomparable man that 
Goa created the world,and all creatures are but as filly Religieſe dis 
rays from the Diademef glory Which covereth his head, Thu 1 
What a ſpeRtacle to ſee them all wound up as the diendun <2, 
ſtrings of a harp,to praiſe and declare unto men the 957% 
Name of God, to behold the nine Quires of Angels ——_—_ 


enter into this conſort, and every one of them to © #*- 


cendum, re« 


6o honour this firſt Eſſence, by ſo many diſtin perfe- —— 


Deus emnie 


tions ; notwithſtanding all to confeſs their ability, creavic. | 
cannot reach that degree which theNivine greatneſs any <4" Bog 
meriteth 2 And thereupon behold here the Word Tak i. 
Incarnate, which paſſing through all the ſpheres of 2'9e*%.52% 
nature, grace, and glory, enter into the new ſphere © * 
of the hypoſtatical union,where it appears as a rain- 

bow imprinted with all the beanties of the father;he 
manifeſteth them ro men, and making himſelf an a- 

doring God, a loving God, an honouring God, he 
adorerh, he loveth, he honoureth God, fo much as 

he is adorable,amiable, and honourable, through all 

Ages for evermore, 


Aaaz Let 


VII. MAXIM, 


Let us unfold our hearts in the knowledge and 
love of the word revealed, Let us adore this great 
fign, this eternal charaRer of the living God, for 
n. oh all ſigns are, Let us make a firm purpoſe not 
to paſs over a day of our life, wherein we afford 
him not three things due to him by ticles fo lawful , 
Homage, Love, Imitation, Homage by adoring 
him, and offering him ſome ſmall ſervice direted 
according to times, in acknowledgment of the de- 
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broiling ardonrs of Perſia, perpetually in the ſame 
ſlate. 
After indefatigable toils of the day, be betook 
himſelf by candle-light to ſtudies of the night, He 
almoſt never lay bur on the bear boards,ard waked 
at an hour prefhxed, not needing any one to give 
bim notice, He expeReed fo little ſervice abour hig 
perſon.that being at Parzs,which he called Hr wel- 
beloved City, in the time of a ſharp Wincer, when 


pendence we have ofhim, by an intire conformity 10 the Seixe was frozen, ſcarcely would he ſuffer a fire 


of our wills to his. Love, by loving all he loves, and 
hating all he bates, Imitation, by ever bearing ſome 
mark of him upon our fleſh, according to the Apo. 
ſtle's precept, who ſaid : Glorifie, and bear God np- 
en your body. And to conclude, let us often fay , 
Feed ( © Lord) thy poor begger with continual in- 
fluences of thy Divinity, I alk and deſire with all my 
heart, thy love may penetrate, repleniſh aud transforms 
me wholly into thee. 


The ſeventh ExampLE upon the ſeventh 
MAXIM. 


The Triumph of ] ES US, over the Enemies 
of Fatth. 
] U LIAN the Apoſtate. 
Li thoſe who forſake the Word of God are 


Recedentes 
A te interrs 
ſeribenter, 


> written on earth, and whoſe names the earth it ſelf 


being unable to preſerve, abandoneth to forgerful- 


neſs, or contempt, and very often to execration. - 


This is manifeſted by many ſenſible proofs in the 
examples of the Emperour 7«lian, who betraying 
his Religion, and diſhonouring the charaQter of 
Chriſtianity, made himſelf one of the moſt miſera- 
ble Princes that ever was under Heaven, leaving his 
ſonl as a prey for Devils, bis enterprizes to ill ſuc- 


to be made in his chamber, ſo diſcourreoully he uſed 
himſelf. He bated Riot, Superfluities, Balls and Co+ 
medies,and if needs he muſt ſometime permit them, 
it was more to reprove,then' behold them. He affor- 
ded good and ſpeedy juſtice, his heart was patient 
and temperate towards the people, whom he treed 
what he could from tributes, makirg bis 1mpoſitions 
accord with the ability of particulars, and fayirg, 
He would leave his treaſures to be kept by his good 


_ 20 friends, which were his ſubjeRs. 


Isit nota lamentable caſe , that ſo *great a man 
was ſo miſerably loſt, with ſp many excellent parts, 
for want of preſerving the belt, which is piety. Ir is 
true, that almoſt all our Hiftorians bave written of 
him with much rigour, diſſembling what was good 
in him, to render him the more ©d1ious : but for m 
part, I am of opinion, the greatneſs of Chriſtianiry 
more appeared therein, it havirg ſhewed the orna- 
ments of Nature which this Prince had , we make 


wretched men, blotted out of Heaven, to be 30 you plainly ſee, all that very il} ſucceeded with him, 


and that we cannot finde any other ſource of his 
miſery, but his infidelity. 

The judicious Readers ſhall here obſerve the cauſe 4. cre, 
of his ruine, and conſider che firſt education of chil- of his cor- 
dren is an impreſfion very tender, 'which being nor **2*i92- 
well managed in the , filech the whole 


life with diſorders. Tutours are the fathers of ſpirits, 
Tators are 


faid S. Irenens, as having more influence over the 
reſemblance of fouls , then carnal fathers over bo- 


ceſs, his life to a mort bloody death, his perſon to 40 dies. Ill lack would have it, char little F-/iay being 


the ſcorn and hatred of men,and his memory to the 
deteſtation of all Ages. 
Notwithſtanding he wanted no eminent qualities, 
01 7%" which might have raiſed him , had he not forſaken 
ſhew, that the ſource of heighth and glory. Birth gave him 
without. Conſtantin, brother of great Conſt antine,for father, 
gion all is Befilina, a moſt noble Princeſs for mother, an Em- 
wrprotica- perour for Uncle, three for Coſin-germains, Cox- 
*  fantinople for his native ſoil,and to ſerve for a The- 


Quoalitics 


left young in the guardianſhip of his Urcle Con- 
' fantine, was recommended tO Enſtbins of Nicomes 
dia, to be inſtructed in faith. Now this Ean/cbins was 
a Wolfina Lambs-skin, who counterfeiting to be 
very Catholick,c:aſed not by his credirt,to advance 
Arianiſm : ſo that this young Prince faſhioned at 
firſt by ſo ill a hand, couid not entertain belief and 
revererce towards the Perſon of our Sayiour, He. 
reſie is the key of Atheiſm, and when a ſoul is diſpo- 


ater of great aRions. He had a good wit, ſtrong bo- 5 © ſed ro contempt of its gracious Mother on Earth, it 


dy, tongue eloquent , converſation pleaſing, and 
courage maſculine. There was not any ſcience in the 
world whereof he had not ſome tincture , he moſt 
proſperouſly mingled Arms with Letters, and ap- 
peared as courageous in the front of Armies , as 1n 
learned Scholes. 

He very little eſteemed his body, ſo much was his 
ſoul divorced from his fleſh : worldly riches were 
nothing at all in his bands, nor did he value them 


eaſily learns no longer to acknowledge a Father in 
Heaven, 

He being fo ill grounded in the elements of faith, 
was put under the diſcipline of aRhetorician, named 
Ecebolus, who turned with all winds, and admitted 
Religion according to the times. For when he ſaw 
Chriitian Emperours reign, he for ceremony ſeem- 
ed 2 Chriſtian, If Pagans ſwayed, there was none 
more inſolent then he. If Empire returned again to 


but to give them. He ſaid, it was for thoſe who had 6o Chriſtians, he placed bimſelf in Church-porches,be- 


no ſpirit to beg praiſe from the body., that he was 
ever handſom enough who was chaſle , and that if 
Painters made fair faces , Chaſtity, beautiful lives. 
His counſel was,to avoid love as anenraged Maſter, 
according to the ſaying of Sephocles, to live inthe 
command over proper paſſions, and free enjoying 
of himſelf. The Gentlemen of his Chamber, and all 
domeſticks, who moſt nearly looked into hs life, 
gave aſſurance, never was any thing more chaſte. 


ſeeching every one to tread on him, as a thing con. 
remptible. He above all hearkned to, and honoured 
Libanws, one of the greateſt Sophiſters of his time, 
but a Pagan till death, He hada ſpirit mild,and very 
indifferent upon articles of Religion, he equally re- 
ceived C hriſtians and Pagans imo his ſchoo}, & per- 
mitted S. Baſil himſelf te preach to his ſchollars:but 
omttted notfilently to contrive the means how to 
reeſtabliſh the Altars and Temples of the Gods. He 


Heſlept little, fed very ſoberly , continually affli- 70 refle&ted on?alian as the Palladion of Gentiliſm,and 


Red his body, accuſtomed it to travel, in ſuch man. 
ner, that he was ſcen in the ſnows of Germany, and 


bound him faſt ro his own perſon by the charms of 
his cloquence, to apply him to his counſels, : 
A 


fathers of 


ſpitits. 


Fcebolus an 
hypocrite. 


Part I. 


$chool of 
Falians 


VII. MAXIM, 


All the little piety which 7-/ia» might have learn- 
ed from a man who had none, began to wither away 
in a ſchool, where all was known but God. Apollo 
. there poſſeſſed the name of 7:/u4, Diana of Mary, 

Ariftotle and Plato were the Prophets, Tſocrates the 
Preacher,and the names of Triton; were there better 
underſtood, than of S. Peter and S. Andrew the tiſher- 
men, This new diſciple took ſuch a taſt of eloquence, 
that it made him torget devotion : he would have 
given a whole Province for an Epiſtle of Libanizs, 
and it ſeemed to him , he who was King of words, 
might become a King over hearrs,and Empires. His 
ſpirit of fire took nouriſhment on all ſides, and de- 
voured as well Cedars as thorns.He as yet retained 
ſome affetion towards the knowledge of ſacred 
things , but curioſities predominated in his mind. 
He penetrated all he could, into the ſecrets of ſcien- 
ces, to looſe the myſtery of faith, 

It is the bgginning of infidelity, to deifie a man 
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the ceremonies of Chriſtian Religion, as he did on 
the day 0! Epiphany whileſt he w2s inFrance,accord- 
ing to the obſervation of Ammianus Marcellinns, Mart. 


21, Pra» 


He vaunted in an + piltle be wrote to the Ach:wians, wel. of 
that he h:d three times paſſedthe Rhenc,picitied rhe 
Ganls,ſubjugared all the rebellious towns, delivered 
twenty thouſand priſoners out of the hands ofBarba- 
rians,& ſent much matter of triumph to Conſtantive, 
But whether it were that vanity, by which he extol- 
t10led his {lighteſt prowefles,made him odious,or whe. 
ther ſuch as envied his glory,did him ill ſervice with 
the Emperour, all he did, bad nor chat great ſplen- 
dour which he patfionately delired in all his ations. 
Conſt antins vebo ever dreaded this bis nature,much 
like a flanding water , cauſed him to be narrowly 
looked into at tir{t-by truſty men, bur he by lictte & 
lictle ſhook off this yoak,and mode himſelf ro be be- 
loved,as much as he might,among che Gaxls,cs well 
the natives of the country , (who were pleaſed with 


Julan A- 
mong tne 
Gan's, 


by the tongue , and to think the Kingdom of God 25 the freeneſs of his humour) as the ſouldicrs, whom 


conliſteth in words, Who hath not faith and virtue, 
fatisfying himſelf with learning and ſciences , re- 
ſembleth thoſe 7»dian trees , which bear musky 
Pears, whoſe ſmell is very odoriferous , and alt 
— but yield a peſtilent juice , wherewith 
they uſe to envenom arrows. 

7elian ſtill manuring his ſtudies, and negletting 
piety , became very vain , greedy of lighteſt ap- 

plauſes, a great talker, a profuſe ſcoffer, extreamly 

curions to know things future , doubtful in faith, 
temerarious in ſearch of things divine, wedded to 
his own opinion, obſtinate 1n his errours, and laſtly 
an enemy of Chriſtianiry . 

S. Gregory faith , he chen obſerved in him anin- 
of 5. 9" conſtant wit, a fickle head, a wandering cye,unſted- 
Gnpen, - dy ſhoulders, roaming: fect, vehement laughter, 

garbs and countenances immodeſt, queſtions ridicu- 
lous, anſwers much worſe , and many other things 
which promiſed nothing good in him, Aaximns, a 
Pagan Philoſopher and a Magician , concluded his 
corruption, pouring into the bottom of his ſoul the 
blackeſt impiery thar might be. 

He was twenty years a Chriſtian, and ten proje- 
Qing the change ot his Religion , flill much totter- 
ing , yet never daring to let it break forth , for 
fear of the Emperour Coxfantizs his couſin , who 
was very ſuſpitious, and one who never would have 
ſuffered this alteration of Religion in him. He kept 
him much under,wichout train,officers, mony , ſaw 
him very ſeldome, and uſed him with ſeverity : fo 
that 7Zalian feared the Court like fire, and never 
durſt lift up his cies before Coyſtantins , whom he 
called the hangman of his family. 

Fear , which is an ill Miſtreſs of daty, held him in 
under the mask of Religion whileſt the Emperour 
lived, who nothing at all miſdoubting his wicked 
purpoſes, aſſociated him to the Empire very folemn- 
ly. For,baving in a great aſſembly oi his States pro- 
nounced a brave Oration upon the choice he made 
of him, he with his own hands gave him the Purple 
Robe, calling him Brecher , and conjuring him to 
ſer his ſhoulders equal with his, ro ſupport the bur- 
den of Empire , and to knit this amity with a ſiron- 
ger knor, he gave him his ſiſter Helexa in marriage, 
who was not long lived. All ceremonies of dignity 

and wedlock done , hz ſent him to govern the 
Gamls, where he performed many brave feats of 
arms againſt the Almaignes. 


How ke 
became de- 
praved. 


Judgment 


neiss Then was thetime when in ſo great liberty he was 
foc policy, Utterly depraved,yet ſtill ſo reſ-rved, that although 


ed _ already a Pagan in ſoul he durſt not paſs great feft1- 


ia bis ſoul, ValS WICNONt going to Church , and pertorming all 


he ſecreetly won with fair promiſes and large hopes, 

In the end,whileſt the Emperour,who was an he- $ubtilty of 
retick,began the perſecution of the EaſternChurch, 
this man prepared a faQtion againſt him inthe Weſt. 
tor imagining he was already ſtrong enough , he 
cauſed himſelt ro be proclaimed Emperour by f-cret 
practiſes,teigning otherwiſe co retule all he defired. 
He began to play this goodly game with impatient 
ardour, being then at Pars, for there it was where 

20 {he legions of ſouldiers, encompaſiing him at the 
ſhutting in of evening , called him A»gaſtas with 
loud cries ; whereupon he at firſt made a ſhew he 
would fly,& hide himſelf; bur at break of day he ap... 
peared, gently reprehending the ſouldiers tor whac 
they had done,and apparently ſeeming to refuſe the 

; title of Emperour.T hey, who were hired to under- 
take this atrempr,cried out ſo much the louder,as he 
the more denied the honour offcred him. He in the 
mean time, to omit nothing in this dithimulation, 

o held forth his hand like a ſuppliant,& intreaced this 
might not be, wherewith they ſeemed offended,un- 
Jels he ſpeedily embraced what they preſented, He 
was requeſted,thar to content the Legions, he would 
inſt antly grace himſelf with a diadem. He anſwered, 
It was an ornament he never thought upon, nor re- 
gardedit at all.Some thereupon cried our aloud, he 
might do well to put his wifes dreflings upon his 
head. Bur he rephed, it were no good preſage to a. 
dorn a Ce/ar's head with womans attires.Wheren D- 

o 0a ſome ſaid, he muſt then make uſe of rich horſe- 
trappings to counterfeit a diadem. Burt x/iax oppo. 
ting it laid: He ncither would be a Woman uor a hor(e. 

lhe Count Maxras, who had the word, pulled 
off his chain, and pur it over his head, the ſouldiers 
redoubling their acclamations with much alacrity. 
When altogether unable ſufficiently to diſſemble 
this jugglirg, he not only accepted this Diadem, bur 
promiſed to each ſouldier five crowns of gold , and 
a pound of filver , and then preſently diſpatched an 
Embaſſadour to the Emperour with expreſs letters 
ro this purport : 

, That tbe /euldiers bad ſaluted him Emperony, which in the xqbaſace 
beginning be much diſliked, endeavouring to repreſs them 8 of Farlian, 
well by att hoiity, @ fair ſpeecbes, but thcy perfiſied ſo obſti-" 
nate in tier enterpriſe, that he ſhould have incuried the peri! 

f bis life, bat henor g-1e6a them ſatisfaftion. Behold the 
cauſe wirreſore be was enforced to take the di-dem, with all 
paſſtale renugaance, But that be me efteemed the mdpment 
and ayprobation of 'C oaltantius, than all the Empires in the 
wo-ld, and beſougnt him not to bearktn to envious (pirrts; who 
laboured to embrotl hm, to advancetheir own ends ; but that 
regarding b's birth and lnyal y, be would confirm bim in the 
honour conferred, proteſting to be nothing the le(s pliant to bis 


con:mands, and that the periad of bis obedience, (hauld be the 
end of bs life. 


Julian to 
invade the 
EmpitCc, 


Cox 1nti us 
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co danmat dempueth the angrateful with an everlaſting judgment. 


$Orators 


Death of 


Conftanitins 


Puniſh- 


ments of 


Inhan re 


markable. 


. march on to fight with the traitour and rebel : and 


| Empire : which he did, being chaſtiſed by God for 


VII. MAXIM. 


Cenftanting fell into ſuch a fury upon this news, 
that he deigned not ſo much as to ſee his Embaſſa. 
dour, but ſent him preſently a letter of diſclaim, 
which he deſired might be read to the Army, com- 
marding forthwith to lay down the title of Arg a- 
fs, unleſs he would leave his life.” 7«{ian, who al- 
ready had paſſed the Re.bicon, hazardeth the buſi- 
neſs, and advanced towards /taly with bis troups : 
wherewith the Emperour infinitely irritated, made 
?n Oration in the midlt of his Army,ſhewing to the 
ſouldiers the treaſon and wickedneſs of 7alian, in 
terms very preſſing, and ſaying, te went to re- 
quire a ſpeedy fatistzQtion, well knowing, God cor 
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note of eternal infamy the Apoſt ata is added. He ſet 
out an Edit by which he deprived Chriſtians of the 
knowledge of letters. Yet God hath permicred mil- 
tons ot Writers to ſpring up inChriltianity, whilſt 
other ſuperſtitions, as Judaiſm, Gentiliſm, and Ma- 
hometiſm, being now fallen into extream ignorance, 
there.is none but Chriſtianiſm, the mother of ſcien- 
ces, and miſtreſs of mankind, 
He reſolved to re-edifie the termaple of Jeruſalem, 
to and having giventhe commiſſion thereof to A/ipine, 
bals of fire were ſeen to iſſue from the foundations, 
as faſt as they laid them, which made the deſign as 
frivolous, as the place was inaceſlible, He extream- 
Pl affeRed honour, yet change of religion made him 
0 contemptible, that che moſt abject people mack- 
e&d at him, ſaying, he muſt ſhave his beard ro make 
balters, and chat he ſpent ſo much in ſacrifices, that 
journeys, at which time he felt himſelf ſeized by a he would unfurniſh the world of ſheep and oxen, 
feaver ſo ardent, that he burnt like an oven, and He ſought to give himſelf authority, yet were his 
was beſides ſotroubled all night with dreams and 20 laws ſpiders webs, continually broken by his ſub. 
horrible viſions, which told him his good Angel had jets. 1a the end, to imitate Alexander, be would 
forſaken him, and that it was time to leave lifeand undertake a war _ the Perfoanr; but after in. 
finite many toils, he was there {trucken by a blow 
from Heaven,which quickly concluded his |:fe, and 
ſhur up his mouth by the blaſphemy we have heard, 
when, filling his hand with bloud which diſtilled 
from his body, he threw it againſt heaven,ard ſaid- 
Thos, O Galilean, baſt vanquiſted, 
This miſerable Prince, who thought by the help 
30 of his falſe Gods, to command the waves of the ſea, 
and to walk upon Stars, beirg pulled from the Fm- 
pire at the age of thirty and one year, and the firſt 
of his reign, was carryed on a beer, as a ſad ſpeQa.. 
cle for all thoſe who adored his fortune. His death 
was waited on by the bone-fires of Perſians,and joy 
of Chriſtians, whoſe chains this day were diſſolved, 
his memory was bnricd in execrations and hor- 
ledge all the parts of the habitable world, and con- Tours, nor were there any,yea, of pens the moſt ſa. 
trarywiſe the name of this deplorable Prince is igno- cred, who had not gall for bim : ſo true it proves, 
minious: For although Emperours the moſt bloudy 4o that a man who hath defiled his fanRification, and 
2Sainſt our Religion are named without addition, fers eſ#s aſide, findeth hell eyery where, as in all 
never almoſt is Salam pronounced, but that for a things he ſought ro oppoſe the Divinity. 


Hereupon every .one cryed out , he muſt needs 


verily the Empetour haſtened thither by great 


his craelty towards Catholicks, and by his death, 
left Zulia» in full poſſeſſion of all. He inftantly pul- 
led off the mask,and cauſed the Temples of the gods 
ro be opened, perſecuting Chriſtians, not ſo much 
by the bruitiſhneſs of Djoc/efcax, as with ſubtle 
wiles of a wiſe Politician, 

But behold the invincible force of our Religion, 
and how unhappineſs is neceſſarily tyed to all their 
deſigns who forfake the true God. He was reſolved 
to ſhut up the name of Chriſtian within a narrow 
nook of the earth, calling ns by the name of Galile- 
ans. But God limiting the enterprizes of this impi- 
ous man, and not confining his own name, hath co- 
yered with the beams of bis own glory and know- 
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Of the PerfeRions of TE SV S, which make tim amiable, 


_ — 


THE HOLY COURT. 


T hat all love is due to Jeſus Chriſt, by 
reaſon of his incomparable excellencies. 


—— ——— —— 


THE PROPHANE COURT. 


T bat we ſhould love things viſible, not trou- 
bling our ſelves with inviſible, | 


who are cloathed with leaves, and live on ſmoake. 


ed 'LL the greateſt evils in the world do or- 

oh THY dinarily proceed from the ill manage of The carnal man, who dayly crucifieth himſelf up- 
Y + i love, which exceeding the limits preſcribed 60 on ſo many croſles, as he entertaineth thoughts for 
= A "". by God, cauſeth every where a deluge, to occalion the creature he lovetb, is taken by the eye, with a 
eoeY. afterward diſaſters. Senſual men- perſwade them- little exteriour skin, called by the Phyſitians Eps- 
lex. Nuti- ſelyes, one cannot love but by the eyes: And ve- aermss. Pull that away from this body, which gives 
6%: ocu's- rily they are thoſe, who according to the ſaying of him ſo many martyrdoms, he would think that a 
Iaiahz. Clemens Alexanarinns, begin the skirmiſo in all the monſter, he now adoreth for a Goddeſs. Is not this 
16, Baſe- battels of {anc 6 love, Andit wefollow the opini- a ſtrange weakneſs of judgment, and muſt we not 
worldly On of the Prophet 7/aiah, we ſhall term them 7 he confeſs the eyes ſo inflamed in their purſuits, are 
loves. feet of the heart, ſince by them it goeth to objeRs of very ſcanty in their fruition, reſerving to them« 
ED bodies, to which ir inclines, ſelves no other objeR, than thin colours, which put 
frenduam But, O good God, how wretched are theſe ,g upon them ſo many illuſions, to occaſion ſo many 


lanugineh4- Joyesgf things viſible ! ſince they idolatrize a lit- 
tle skin, and reſemble the people called Aſtomes, 


lits tanttm 


VIYVOU, 


flames ? 
I hold, every judicious man will be enforced, 
through 


Part x 


Part I. VIII. MAXIM. 


Lore of through the ſole conſideration of nature , to affirm 

inviſible te moſt noble loves, yea, the greateſt are employ- 

things —etdedans _ 

moſt pene- ed On things inviſible. For behold, a woman, who 

wraring* with a moſt lively and fervent affeion loved her 
busband , be he taken away, and carried to a tomb 
in the flower ot his age , and greateſt ſplendour of 
his fortune, ſhe preſently becomes paſſionate at it, 
more through neceflicy,than eleQion : Itis not (to 


ſpeak truly ) the body ſhe loveth , for ſhould that 


Of the Perf. Fltons of JESUS. 


beauty , and the moſt conſpicuous charaters of his 
power ? And this verily is it hedid in the myſtery of 
the Incarnation, affording to the carth,a Man-God, 
of whom we cannot diſcourſe, bur muſt ſay what $, 
Hilary did: My underſtanding feareth to touch the Hilar. 2. de 
diſcourſe of this great Word , and I have mot a word "nite Filk 
which trembleth wot to be uttered before ſuch a divine vouur at- 
light. Let us imitate thoſe ſacred creatures ef the 2» & 


, : repidat om- 
Prophet Ezechic/ , which claſp their wings when 17:1 /: 
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be left to her diſcretion , it would ina ſhort time 10 they hear the voice of God in the firmament : Let prodere. 


become infupportable. Whar is it then ſhe eſteem- 
ed mo{t in this perſon ? The ſpirit, which imprinted 
the charaRter of irs beauty and yigour upon this 
mortal fleſh : yer that notwithſtanding the ſeerh 
not at all, tvrever did, which maketh us believe, 
her love was of a thirg inviſible, 

We love excellent men , though ſeparated from 
us by ſo many lands and ſeas, yea, by death ir ſelf, 
becwuſe we have ſeen ſome ray of their wits upon 


us hearken, and ſay with reverence what Saints did 
of the excellencics of the Perſon of Feſ#s Chriſt. 

2. If we ſeek his name in the Prophet 7/a;ah, he Excellent | 
reacheth us, be is called Apm1RaABLE. If we look Ta"4.-3. 
for his beauty in the writings of the yi/eman,be in- 11aiah 9. 
ſtrueth us, itis THE BRIGHT NESS OF ETE Re £O97 nt 
NAL LIGHT. Ifwe conſider the band of two na 
tures in the Perſon of the Redeemer , and ſo much 
riches and treaſure arranged in good order, we ſhal 


paper : We love virtues , which have neither bo» 26 find the Prophet Zachary compareth them to a — 


dies, nor colours, yea, the Amoriſts of the world 
conſcſs, they often feel vehement paſtions, not for 
the nobility, riches,or beauty of ſuch women asthey 
court ; well imagining, there are other of them 
much more accompliſhed in all kind of perfeCtions, 
who notwithſtanding make no impreſſion upon 
their minds. What is it then they love ? That, 
which they cannot ſee , ſpeak unto, nor think on , 
ſo true 1s it ,. that the molt penetrating arrow of 
love, proceedeth from things inviſible. 

Bur if that beacknowledgedin natural obje&s, 
how much more by jult citles, ſhould it be in things 
divine , which have attraftives ſo much the more 
noble and entire , as they have qualities more ſolid 
and eminent. 1 will here ſhew , God hath ſer a 7e- 
{us compoſed both of viſible and inviſible, upon the 
frontiſ- piece of the Temple of Eternity, as a lively 
Image of his greatneſs, to draw to himſelf the love 
of Angels and men. 


Excellencies tn the Perſon of our 
SAVIOUR. 
*Reat ones naturally delight to do works, 
Great I wherein they heap together the moſt viſible 
> Rev 18, Marks Of their power, £0 4b/a/om made a proud 
18.Vocavie- MONUMEM tO preſerve his memory, which he called 


Works of I. 


age the hand of Abſelom. SO Solomon made a magnificent 


& azzella. throne all of 1yory, covered wich plates of gold,en- 


tr 04% yironed with {tatnes of Lions , very gracetully fer 
Abſolom. , 


ESD Adadrim » 
Pomegranate. If we refle&t on his Divinity , it is #9» mae 


THE ANGELOF THE FIRST FACE, according ** 
to the Evangelical Prophet, If we weigh his contt- ,,** 
nuance, HE 1s THE ELDER OF THE DAYS, Iſiah 64. 
AND FATHER OFAGEs, If ſcience, Hg 15 THE Revetator 
INTERPRETER, AND ORACLE Or Divi NE” 
MySTERYs. If the harmony of his wiſdome, HE Repedin 
1s THE HARP OF THE LIVING Gop, inthe 
thirty fixth Pſalm. It his office, HE 1s THE ETE r- 


30 NAL BISHOP OF SOULS, in $, Peter, It his effeRts, ; per. 2. 


HE Is THE RESTORER OF AGEs. All lips are 
opened with ſingular prerogatives in honour of the 
Saviour, and are all drixdup in the abundance of 
his praiſes. 

It feems Conſtantinus Manaſſes ſaid well in his Ec- _ 
cleſiaftical Annals, when he named the Word Incar- 97 302 


- . . . ” CUIIENC! 
nate, the univerſality of perfettion: Foritis there of all pzt- 
where God have engraven as on Gold , the laſt e955 


draughts of his love, power, wiſdom, conſummation a7) q= 


49 Of his deſigns and counſels over men. And it is that, © 


» Facics #.tt- 


which, according to my opinion, moved che grave ;« p#t.1i- 

Authour /iiam of Paris , to lay, it was the Face #94. 

ef the laſt beauty. Now know , that to underitand coins 
this tirle,it is neceflary to con3ider an axiom of Saint ver. p. 1. c. 
Thomas, which faith , The grear diverſity of crea- 3%;  _. 
tures in all the orders of the world , hath no other #4; 2 
aim bur. to repreſent the Divinity by ſome image © 4'v*7- 
whatſoever. And in fo much as the Sovereign Ef- ſtar wn ve 


45. 


ſence is infinite , it was expedient to produce many S Zhen, o- 


; Reg, 19. OUT, and tbe Scrpture aſſurerh us, therenever was 50 things, that the one nught ſupply the others defects, ?*! + 
| ef. 


13. Neo et ſuch a piece of work through all the Kingdoms of 


fattumn tale th 
90615 44 11 OP 
werfis regni. 


2 world. 


Ber9% AM” Saint Sophy of gold, ſilver, and precious ſtones, out 
Fuf 1. Of all the rarities in the world , which he cauted to 
Ced:. 1.4. be melted, and incorporated into one mals , a won- 
£.39 der never till then known, nor uſed. So we have 
many 11mes heard talk of the ſ:ven wonders of the 
world, which are art this time, bur ſeven filly Fables 
upon a piece of paper. 


Singular I now demand of you, if mortals, whocan do no- 
_ thing immortal , do notwithſtanding endeavour to 
_ leave contracted works to poſterity , tor witncls of 


their greatneſs, what ſhould the Yather of glory and 
ſovereign Monarch of the whole world do? Were 
it not a thins very reaſonable, and befticting his Ma- 
jeſty, that having diltended the rich pavillion of. the 
Heavens over our heads , which is notwithitanding 
no other than the works of his own hands , ( as the 


Scripture ſpeaketh) he made a monumenr, wherein 4, were the Intelligences, whom he enlighin'd with his * 


he might employ the grength of his arm, and affem- 
ble together all che moſt delicious arrractives of his 


$0 ?rſtizian the Emperour made the Altar of 


and all conſpire to expreſs ſome character of Divine 
perfetions. $0 that God beholderh himſelf figured 
in ſuch variety of beauties, as appear from earth to 
Heaven. 
Bur all«theſe beauties being unable to pourtrai& 
him to the lite, he painted himſelf in the myſtery of 
the incarnation, which is the true cable, his deign, _ . 
his work, wherein he included his Effence , and all £2277) 


Imago Het 


his Excellencies, and in which he bounded . and lj. inv/ibiks 


60 mited bimſelf, it being impoſlible ro make any priMmogentttss 


PN crea- 


thing more worthy, or grectzr, than a God huma. tr, 4xcni- 
nized, and a man deitied, am in eſo 


He is the viſible Image of a Ged invi fible,the fi rſt-bern pucnert 
of al creatares becau/e in him, & by him,al things Were it's compla- 
made, it pleaſed the heavenly father that in his Per- wed ia now 
ſon alone a plenitride of all perfetlions ſhould inhabite. OI” 

The Faleztinians faid,God the Father of che unj- © <4 & 
verſe, is in his Paradiſe as in the midſt of a garden —_— 
ennamelled with flowers, and that theſe flowers 2. wo 
i, Tertul, 
lights, ſanRifed with his virtues, animated with his i. E 
aſpects, and quickned with his ownlife, That he [vention 


of Walmit 
Þcheld 141m, 


VIII MANRXIM. 


beheld bimſelfin all, and aw therein ſome draughts 
of his beauty very well expreſſed, yet notwithitand- 
ing they being moſt inſufficient in compariſon of the 
firit Eflence, it pleaſed the Erernal Father to make 
a Man-God, to be the King of all theſe Intelligen- 
cies, which they termed, Aeons , and for this pur- 
poſe they added, That having taken.the molt exqui- 
lite beauties trom all the lowers of this divine Gar- 
den, he fitted and enchaſed them in the great work 
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a wiſdom increated on the part of the Divinity, a "* £m 
wiſdom beatifying, capital, infuſed,cxperimental in /:;;cmie. 
the holy Humanity, acquired unto it trom treaſures 5- Bova- 
of infirute ſciences , intuch fort, that it had know- gen" ap 
ledge of all things created, paſt, preſent, future, poſ- 15.1. 4. 
ible, impoſſible, diſcovering the moſt ſmall Atomes 7,77" 
from the higheſt Heavens to the loweſt depths. 4e1 


1s de Deo, 


T he Word of the celeſtial Father, God of God, light 0 © 


lumine, [4+ 


of light , wiſdom of wiſdow, knoweth all the Father jiemia de 


ofthe Word Incarnate. It were too prophane The. 1 0 knows : but knowledge cometh to him from the Father, /"piewis, 


ology to take it ontwardly by the Jeter , and it is 
no wonder if Tertullian mocked atit, objeQting to 
them they made «A ſop's Jay, or Heſtodus his Pan- 
vt #t in em. Aora,, Of the Redeemer,But if we ſpeak acco:ding to 
mw pri> true Divinity,, we ſay, this God- man containerh in 
mann i- eminency all the virtues and beauties of Angels, to 
7; the end, be may in and through all, hold the prima- 
z y, cy. But to give at this time ſome limits to a dif- 
Three ex» Courſe, which of its nature runneth, asit were, into 


ceilencies an infinity, we ſay,that as the firſt Adam falling,was 20 


oi 79%» infe&ted with fin,darkned with ignorance, ruined in 

ail ocher power : ſo the ſecond Adam bearing himſelf as the 

__— Ow” reſtorer of humane nature,took three eminent qua- 
oe . 


lities upon him , wherein all his excellencies con- 
clude which are, — Wiſdom, and Power. 
His ſanti- And to begin with Sanctity we find the word, Ho. 
ly, was heretofore money given to three ſorts of 
people. Firſt , ro thoſe who were purihed by the 
blood of the Hoaſt,wherewith they were ſprinkled, 
for ſo were the expiations of the old Law perform. 
ed.to figure the effuſion of the blood of Ze/usChrift. 
— fel Saints were ancient!y thoſe Who were chafed and Frin- 
qued pepigit kled with blood of the vittim, immolated in the Sacri- 
Dominus fire fay Schole Divines, 2. This name was appropri- 
eo, ated to thoſe who alienated themſelves from ſecular 
6 ſanguine life, and affairs, to ſerve God. 3. Such asin this ſe- 
Ling parated life, lived much purified from the dregs and 
contagion of ſenſualiry.This being ſo, who ſeeth not 
the excellent title of ſanity wholly appertaineth to 


ty. 

Exod 241. 
Ilſe vero 
ſunptum 
ſangrunem 
re ſperſit im 
populum, 


« novit emnia, 


as well as Eſſence. it isthe River Typris whereof 7 
the Scripture (a) ſpeaketh, which overfloweth in ater, ſed 
the beginning ot ſeaſons , the river which ſpreadeth 4" ** 
it ſelf into divers Channels to moiſten all the wiſe, jc: oe. 
which are the plants of his garden. His ehoughts are "21.15. 
of larger extent then the Sea, and his counſels far 1, 
deeper then- abyſles. («) Eccle. 
The two Teſtaments, as well Old as New behold 37... .. 
7eſus Chriſt as the Cherubins did the Propitiatory : ici: »o- 
but there is as much difference between the Old and © ** 
. | viks Dioyyn, 
New, as between the grain of corn, and the ear, ac- 1 mar a- 
cording to the ſaying of 7ob the Monk, in Photius, 4-vi 
The doctrine of 7eſus Chriſt ſurpaſſeth all other {5*.. 
doErines, becaule it hath its force and root in the (+) 0-nwn 
Croſs, as $. Hierom ſpeaketh (6) : Feſns fortified all mp 
his dottrine by the merit of his Paſſion. baſs refers 
Add, that as wiſdom is obſerved in the order and ' H'er-=4 
ceconomy of great affairs, when they are well pro- OR 


portioned to their ends, ſo there cannot be a matter 


q Either more important, then that of the eternal ſal- 


vation of men; or which hath been managed with 
more choice, order, and ſucceſs,or which hath ſuc- 
ceeded by means more diſtant from the tracts of hu- 
mane wiſdom, The ſcience of 7eſns Chriſt hath in- 
lightned the moſt ignorant with the knowledge of 
lecrets unknown to Philofophers,and his word hath 
been as the eternal ſeed of fo many ſundry books, 
as were hicherto publiſhed, and which will eacreaſe 
to the conſummation of the world. And although 


FeſwChriſt becauſe he purgeth all the Maſs of man- 40 the moſt able Philoſophers, had they been perſecu- 


kinde, not only by the ſacred effuſion of his blood, 
bur likewiſe being ſequeſtred, and ſeparated from 
his mother's womb, to the honour of his Heaven| 

Father , he led a life in the moſt eminent height 
might ever be imagined. Fis ſanRity hath three 1n- 
comparable Prerogatives. Firſt, trisa ſan&ity not 
of participation, but of effence, ro wit, ot neceflity 
and independency, fanRity beirg as intimate unto 
God, as his Divinity.That is it S. Diony/ins Alexay- 
arinus, would ſay in the diſputation againſt Paxlys 


F 
I&z1vs 


wy Eezav 


ted by Tyrants, would not willingly have loft a 
cooth for deferce of their Maxims, yet the wiſdom 
of our Saviour is fuch , that havins poſſefſed the 
heart and hands of thoſe who protels it , cauſeth 
them to pour out all the blood of their veins,and to 
uſe ſo much courage for preſervation thereof, as it 
afforded them lightsin irs eſtabliſhment. 

5. From thence conſider, it is his abſolute power 1; ,ourer 
over all things, and note, it you pleaſe, that it is ma- »a« | 
rileſted principally in three Articles. Firſt, the fa- —_ 
cility of prodigics and miracles , whici appeared ih ets, & © 
jeſs Chriſt. For this large houſe of Nature, which 1974. 
wecall the world, had no other motion but from "eh 
bis will, and he cherein commanded fo univerſally, 
that he ſeemed ro hold the Peavers and Elements 
under lire, to be init uments of his wongers, He 
lighted new Stars at his birth , he eclipſed theanct. 
entSun ar his death, he walked on watersgas On mar- 
ble pavements, be cauſed che carth to caſt up the 


with ſources of capita! Graces, and inſeparably tied 60 Grad four days afrer, We finde many of Pharach's 


Heme Samiſatenns, that the ſarity of $.7obx Baptiſt and 
arms , All oritcr Saints, was-the work of God ; bur this in 
Ins7 5 Peſ#s was the nature of God himlelt. Seconcly, that 
eng, 11s the original and exemp/ar caute of all ſanQities 
in the world, which borrow all luſtre of lights from 
the firſt ſanity. Thirdiy, that it bath been chrough 
all times in freedom from fin , as well becauſe the 
created ſanity of Fe/s Chi, was governed by 
the increated ſanCtity, as for thar it was moiltned 
Prgetor . tO the beatified vifion. O Eternal word ! bow wor- 
ancri:s 


$04, Dy art thou to be called by the Prophet Naxicl The 
pan. 6. :4- Holy of Holies, worthy the Serapiins ſhould ſing 
for thee eternally the Trifagion, Hc/y, Holy, Holy, 
Pmemie Worthy to bear the ſeal of Sanity, and to imprinc 
quaſi ſgns- thy charaRersuponall the Saints, 7 will eſtabliſh 
te «les! thee (faith the Scripture) as the rrae ſeal of the werl4, 
Ag 2.2. becauſe I have chiſen thee, 
4. The great and eminent wiſdom is united to 
ſandity ; ſoras very well faith $. Bonaventure : Ar 
al! plenitr:de of grace was inJeſusChrilt, {0 there was 


Hiz wiſl- 
doin. 
Sticut m 
Chriflo fuig 


mns blue & Plenitude of wildom by a nece([ary afllociation. It was * 
P l 


redo ran, 


Magicians have done falſe miracles; but it was,faich 
S. Angrſtine , by ſpecdily applying aCtive natural 
thirss to paſſive. We finde Saints have done true 
miracles, but in the quality of Miniſters. It only ap- 
pertaineth to eſus Chriſt ro do them with an ori- 
£1n1 power, which hath irs fource in Ins boſom , 
with an abſolute command, which receiveth not any 
modification in all nature; with a imple will, which 
neede:h no other inſtruments. It only belongeth to 
him to do them tor the full manage of the world's 
government, and to tranſmit them into the perſon 
of Saints, to the conſummation of Ages. 

In 


- 


Part 2. 


In the ſecond place, ſay this power marvellouſly 
ſhinech in the great Empire of the Church, which his 
heavenly Father bach pur into his hands to build it, 
raiſe it, cement it with his blood, illuminate it with 
his lights, nouriſh it with his ſubſtance,to make laws 
in it,c{tabliſh Sacraments, eternize ſacrifices, create 
Paſtours and Prieſts, and invilibly to rule in it by a 
vilible-head, a power not to be ſhaken evenunto the 
gates of hell ; ro exerciſe aqurisdiftion over ſouls, to 
bind them, to unlooſe them, pardon fins, change 
har:s, ordain their predeſtination according to his 
will. Finally,this great power appears in that he firſt 
of all opened Paradiſe , his ſoul being exalred from 
the firit day of bis creation to the viſion of God's 
eſſence, and afterward paſſing through alt the hea- 
vens,to place himſelf at the right hand of his Father, 
and put hisEle& into the poſleſſion of the King. 
dom, he had purchaſed by his blood. Hare not we 
cauſe to cry out thereupon, and ſay : 0 happy he, 


Beatus 
quem elegte 
it & aſ- 
ſumppſts . 
balnabit m 
atris 1115, - : RN : 5 | 
repleliry It is ſaid, Zuftinias baving finiſhed the magnificent 
i tons 4 Church of $. Sophie, which he built with ſo much in- 
misz 14 * , 
{ar ef duſtry and charge, ſuch numbers, and ſucha general 
contribution ot endeavour, of riches,and power of 


templum 
the whole Empire, placed therein a ſtatue of So/o- 


union ! He ſhall dwell in the Palace of the Divinity , 
and we ſpall be filled with the bleſſings of thy houſe.T hy 
Temple, which is his ſacred Humanity , is infinitely 


turm mir a- 
bile 37 £qui- 
tae. 

Pial. 64. 
Temple © 


J #ftinian. 


. ſelf chrough ſhame and confuſion, to ſee his Temple 
ſurpaſſed by that of the Emperour, It was a vanity 
of a worldly Prince : But wein verity , would we 
repreſent what paſſerh here,ſhould paint both Aſo- 
ſes, and all the Prophets abſorpt in a protound re- 
verence, inthe conſideration of the Temple of the 
Church, and the wonders of Jeſus Chriſt. 
6. Let us for concluſion of this diſconrſe, adore 
that which we cannot ſufficiently comprehend, and 


endeayour to bear an incomparable love to the Per- 40 ons, then to embrace the yoke of God. Were ir 


ſon of our Saviour, for the excellencies we have ex- 

oe . preſſed. Bur if you require the practiſe of this, I ſay 
Wane it isreduced to three heads, which are,to adhere, to 
of Jeſus ſerve, and ſuffer. The firſt note of fairhfull affeRti- 
reauces,.” ON appears in a ftrong zdherence to the thing belo- 
1. To ad Ved, fo as the Scripture ſpeaking of love, ſays it can- 
bere. feth one foul to claſp unto acother. If you begin 
Cong" heartily to love Jeſus Chriſt, you will 6nd you ſhall 


ta eſt anima 


ej»: cum think upon him almoſt inſenfibly every moment, &, 


Gere3%: 3 there wil come a pleaſing idea of God to fil your ſoul 


with ſplendours and affe&ion. You will feel a diſtaſt 
and unſayourineſs of heart againſt all earthly things, 
ſo that it will ſeem to you, that the moſt pleaſing ob- 
jects of the world,are mingled with gall and worm- 
Nwmquis WOO. You will ſeck for your 7eſ#s in all creatures, 
guew diligiz YOu Will languiſh after him , all which beareth, his 
«nm4 1%, name and memory will be delightſome to you , you 


Comic, Will ſpeak of him in all companies, you will have an 


Suſiret, « earneſt deſire to ſee him honoured, eſteemed, ac- 60 very, and both conſtantly and glorioufly 


roties ſe a 


{*ms tow KnOwledged by all the world. And if you perceive a- 
anma n- ny contempt of his Perſon, which is ſo eſtimable, you 
Sedne, will think the apple of your eye is rouched, Your 
queries ſe ſolitude will be in eſs, your diſcourſe of Fear, 7e- 
a i wi*- ſs Will be in your watchings, and in your fleep, in 
bendesie fe. YOUr affairs, in your recreations,and you wil account 
paratim, jt a Kind of infidelity to loofe fight of him but an 
Ja". Nour. LOVE is a great ſecret, very wel underſtood by 
' cans vel Abbot Moſes,in Caſſianus, Let our ſonl(faith he) ſigh 

ee 1 8d think it ſelf ſequeſtred from the ſovereign good- 


fii comem- #eſs, ſo ſoon as it looſeth never ſo little ſight of the ai- 
Hlatione #ſ- yine preſence, acconming it 8 ſpiritual fornication to 


cefſſurs 


VIII. MAXIM Of the Perfeftion: of TESUS, 


men,who ſeemed to be aſtoniſhed, and to hide him. 3® of ſpirit ! A God, who makes a Paradiſe of his aſ- 


as ſaith $.Gregory,every time you ferch your breath, 50 flicted. The Kingly Prophet ſaid ; 7 /ha{ be ſatis fied fer. 


377. 
be ſeperated one ſole moment from beholding Jeſus, Sin © 
For the ſecond degree,” as it is not enough in%mm <a 
worldly amities to have affeRions,langrors, and cu» #7 /ervs- 
rious lip complements , but ET 


__=_ muſt neceſſarily ., 


come to ſome good effets,and conſiderable offices, 
which are the marks and cement of true 2ffeRtion; 
ſo you muſt not think the love of 7eſu conbſteth in 
ſlight affeQtations of idle devotion. He muſt ſerve 
who wil love, his wil muſt be wedded, his con:mand 
entertained and exccuted, his liveries pur on, and 
we wholly transformed into him by imitation of 
his examples. S. Anguſtine to confound the weak- Auruft. 

neſs of our love towards Ged, pertirently maketh ſerm-19.6 
uſe of the practiſe of prophane loves, Beho!d (ſaich pot. rnw- 
he) theſe fooliſh and diſhoneſt Amorilts of the »/s! a=: 
world. I demand, whether any one ſurprized with {; pron 
the love of a woman, attireth himſelfany otherwiſe, amore /«- 
then to the liking of his Miſtreſs, If ſhe ſay, I would ”"* 


viens, vein 


not haye you wear ſuch a cloak, he puls it off: | com- / atuer 


whom you have choſen to raiſe him to the Hypeſtatical 20 mand you in the midſt of winter to take a ſummer 9147 << 


garment, he had rather ſhiver with cold, then dif- &/u ave- 
pleaſe a miſerable creature. But yet what will ſhe m_ 
do if he obey not ? Will ſhe condemn him to death? 1,1... 
Will ſhe ſend him executioners ? Will ſhe Q&uſt »» #aic- 
him into a dungeon? Nothing leſs, ſhe will onely #":#2s 
ſay, if you do not this, I will never ſee you more; / dicer, 
This word alone is able to make a man tear himſelf {454 

, , x amo, elrg et 
in pieces in the endeavour of complacence and ſer- ;,.-c 


vice. O foul confuſion of our life, and profticution q#«» 4/- 
plicere, 
Nemgurd 


pects,and a hell in his ſeparation from us, promiſeth «iz :amen 
never to behold us with a good eye, unleſs we 4"* 
keep his commandments : nor can his menaces bur wid we 
be moſt effeual, ſince he hath ſovereign authori. #1974 197- 
ty in his hands. He deſerves to be ſerved above all 7,00 


quad in care 


damnatinye 


things : ſervice done to him is not onely moſt plea. cerem m1/- 


__ » ſura? Hoc 
ſing, but after this life gaineth recompence. In the 7,1; 7 


mean time we rather chooſe to live the flaves of mar, wn 
creatures,and dwell under the tyranny of our paſſj- '* v4 


faciem mee 
NOT am non v4- 


fit we hereafter order the fmall ſervice we do to 4%. 
God as well in our prayers, as actions, in ſuch ſort, 
that there be neither work, word, nor thought from 
morning till night, which hath not all irs accom- 
mocations, and 1s not ſquared within the rule God 
delireth of us, with intentions moſt purified, and in- 
defatigable fervours ? 

Finally, the laſt charaRer of love is to ſuffer for 
7e(zs, the father of ſufferings, and King of the af- ,. to ce. 
when thy gory ſoall appear to me, Another tranſlation — 
importeth, 7 ſhall be well pleaſed, when I ſhall behold merit gloria 
my (elf marked With the charafters of thy ſafferings. * 
Jeſus Chriſt 1n the great ſacrifice c/ leh ha. hn Pay 
in the beginning of Ages, ſupplies the perſon of a <»* «fti#- 
great Biſhop, putting on fleſh whollyimprinted with {7594 
dolours, a heart drenched in acerbities, a tongue nm mam, 
ſteeped in gall : Round about him are all the moſt 
elevated and courageous fouls, who all wear his li- 
diſpoſe 
themſelves to this great model ot dolours. Would 
we at theſight of ſo many brave C hampions lead a 
life lazy,languiſhing, and corrupt?Know we not all 
creatures of the world groan, and bring forth, char 
all elements are in travel, & in a cealeleſs agitation? - 
The air it ſelf, ( ſay Philoſophers) is perpetually 
firucken with the motion of heaven, as with a ham- 
mer or whip, thar this benummed maſs may noc 
hatch any poiſon. Rivers are cleanſed and purrified 
by the ſtreaming current of their waters. The earth 
is never in repoſe, and the nacure of great things, is 
cenexoully to ſuffer evils. The clock goeth on by 

Bbb the 
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the help of its counterpoiſe,ard Chriſtian lile rever 
proceedeth in virtue, but by counter: ballance of its 
croſſes. Our ſouls are engaged by Oath to thus warfare 
[ſo (von as firft we enter into Chriſtianity, ſaid the no- 
ble Tertallian Suffering is our trade, our vow, Our 
protethon Love,which canrot ſuffer, is not love , 
and if it ceaſe to love when it ſhould bear, it never 
was what it profeſſed. 

A lover ſaid in 0/ymrins, that when he was onely 


from the temporal to eternal, from errour toztruth 

and from wretched paſlion to perfect charity. Not- 
wichſtinding Hiſtories furniſh us with ſome exam- 

ples, and we often obſerve, thoſe who were very 

ſenſible in worldlyaffe&tions,when they found a good 

ob je&,were more fervent & couragious in the love 
of God. Such was the hearr of Saint Auguſtine , Woney 
ſuch likewiſe of generous Aſagdalene. For both of ing con- 


them knew ſo well to make uſe of their loſſes, that —_— 


T:fne,vs ſome little moment abſented from the creature he to they ſeemed to have ſerved their apprentiſhip unto fervent in 


ynſero wml, 
bl:a. mgra 
41ide rmur 
Ta'lenteſq; 
roſa, + 


Drawn 
from rhe 
Ecclefiaft! 
ea! binary 


moſt loved in theworid, all the beſt ſeaſons were 
irkſom, all diſcourſes troubleſome, and the greateſt 
delights turned into bitterneſs. Flower de-Jucesſeem- 
ed cole- black in the meadow, when he beheld them 
in his penſive ſolitude , roſes the moft vermillion 
grew pale,gilli-flowers loſt their luſtre, the very bay- 
trees which reſiſt winters cold, could not withſtand 
the ſadneſs canſed by this abſence , but in a moment 
they all appeared quite withered co him, Viands 
with him had no rel}1{h,wine taſt,nor ſleep repoſe, 
But ſo ſoon as this creature returned , all was ani- 
mated by her abſence.Flowerde-luces became white 
again, roſes reſumed their yermil/ion, gilli- flowers 
cheigcaury,lawrels cheir verdure,wine and viands 
their ta'tfulneſs. and (leep its contentment. Bur if 
there happened any harſh and painful accidents , 
which he muſt bear tor her ſake, they ſeemed a Pa- 
radiſe. 

All worldly loves ſpeak the lame , yet are we un- 
willing to ſay, ordo any thing tor this excellent 
Word of God, which is endowed with a beauty in- 
comparable , exalted aboveall che beancies of the 
ſons of men. This Fe/xx , who maketh a Paradiſe 
ſpring from his eys; This Feſ»s,who dittillech honey 
from lips of roſes, for the comforct of his ele&t , This 
?eſus who cauſeth Nations to tremble under the 
force of his word, as under flaming arrows , and is 
attired with the conqueſt and tropheys of ſouls. 

Behold him on the bright empyreal Heaven , 
crowned with a diadem of honour , and reveſted 
wi hceleſtial purple,who regardeth ns,who behold- 
erh us and never ceaſcth to draw us unto thim. So 
many brave ſpirits have followed him,amongſt tor. 
rents, thorns, and flames, which they found reple. 
niſhed with a ſweetneſs, that charmed their pain in 
the ſight of their belt beloved. 

It1s this ſweetneſs turned the ſtones of $. Srephey 
into lower-de-luces, and changed the burning coles 
of S. Lawrexce into roſes. For it, E. Bartholomew deſ- 
poiled himfelf of his skin as freely as of a garment , 
and S. Catharine haſtened to the wheel armed with 
keen raſors,S.Tecla to Lyons,S. Aznes to the wood- 
pile, S. Cicely to the ſharp ſword, and S. Apollonia 
ſuffered her ceeth to be torn out with as much eaſe, 
as the tree ſuffers his leaves to fall away from him. O 
the ſweetneſs of Feſus, who makes all the valiant , 
and knoweth how to turn dovcs into eagles of fire ! 
Shall we never underſtand what itis to love him,to- 
wards whom all generous hearts figh, and for whom 
all charities are crowned with immortal garlands ? 


The eight EXAMPLE upon the eight 
4ALXLIM 


Nf the admirable change of worl:1ly love 
znto the love of Jeſus Chriſt. 


NR BONIFACE 


T is athing very rare,to ſee worldly love ſudder. 
ly tranſported from the viſible to the inviſible , 


creatures , to learn how the Creatour ought to the love of 
be beloved. a ant 
Archite&s-, when they build vaults and arches, compaci- 
make certain counterfeits of wood, which they call '** 
Centries, to ſerve as preparatives for their deſigns : 
but ſo ſoon as they thereon have raiſed true and fo- 
lid works, they deſtroy fiction to admit verity, 
Much ſo it happeneth to ſouls as yet ſenſual; theyare 
taken with ſleight affeRtions, which many times are 
20 not diſhoneſt, but ever light, and tar diftanc from 
perfetion, Yet therein is to be learned what we 
ſhould do for a God immorcal, fince we undertake 
ſo much for a mortal man.Bur e/*s inſenſibly buil- 
ding his architeRure in theſe loving hearts,ruinerh 
all theſe feignings of amity, there to eſtabliſh his 
love. | 
This which I fay, is evidently to be ſeen in the per- 5 =. 
ſon of Aglae,and $. Boniface,whoſe ads I will here **** © 
produce, to give inſtruction how to ſanifte world. 
z3oly love by the love of Feſws Chrif.This Aglae was a 
Romas dame, of prime quality,having a delicate wit 
in a beautiful body and powertul paſhons ina great 
forrune-She had been married, bur becoming a wi- 
dow in an age as yet furniſhed with verdant freſh. 
neſs,grace,and beauty.ſhe had not buried all her af. 
fection in the tomb of her husband. 
After ſhe had a little wiped away the firſt tears , 
which nature exaCteth as tribute in ſuch like acci- 
dents, ſhe quickly plaid ſo much the Courtierin ber 
49 ſlight ſorrow, that ſhe ſeemed greatly to deſire , as 
ſoon as might to be, to finiſh what ſhe had never well 
begun. She failed not to be fought unto by many $,0i; 
gentlemen, who ſaw her to be accompliſhed with all worldly 
p arts deſired in an eminent marriage; and although *'**** 
ſhe denied not to like their ſervices, yet making no 
reſolution to marry, ſhe was all for her ſelf, and for 
none elſe, ſo much ſhe feared to take a maſter, in- 
Read of a husband. 
It is nothing commendable in a Chriſtian widow, $uperflui- 
JO to make a ſhew no longer to have a heart for thei 
world , fo to draw all the world into her heart, ro ta 
change a moanirs lifejnto perpetual chatter, and 
turn her widow-hood into a petty Empire, Ag- 
lae was not yet entred into vice, but pleaſed her 
ſelf ſo much to afford the love of her perſon, and 
receive none, that ere a ware ſhe was furprized,and 
having disdained maſters, ſaw her ſelf become the 
flave of a feryant. 
She had a Stewardin her houſe named Boxiface, a Zonifece | 
6c Witty man , and of a good preſence, who mana-:£7® 
80g the affairs of his MiſtriG diſcreetly forgat not 
is own, He ſo well knew how to pleaſe her , to His fweer' 
conform to her humours, to feed her with glory , va 
whereof ſhe was very ambitions, to free her from 
cares,and hill heart with joy,that he already poſſeſ- 
ſed no ordinary place in her favours: beſides thar, he 
was handſom, he had a fingular grace in Jelting with- 
out off-nce to any, to ntter good conceits, and en- 
tertain his Miſtriſs with all the delightful occur. 
07 rents of the Ciry. Love entreth in very far by this 
gare. It 1 not always beauty which ſurprizeth , for 
if it be not joyned with promptneſs of wit, and 


diſcourſe, 
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a A 
G(courſs, it is a bait which floats on the water with- much by her fins, and that if love had wounded her, re- 
QUt 4 299K, pentance won'd cave hoy, 0d having loft her no other. 
Diſpoficl- Familiar converſation with an OM-er lo pleaſing, remedy npon evils paſt, thex 'orrow to have Commuttca 
onst© waz no (1151: ſnare in che hoaſte of a youas widow, them. As for the reſt, as be had followed hi» with fo 
a 16. Who l:vel cally, and loved pleaſure, Ic 15 no: with» much facility in wickedneſs, it Was no reaſon he ſponld 
aroided. Our cauſe 3n: Hi:rom would no: endure to ſacea- forſake ber in the way of repentance. T hat ſht was 4 
bou: widows, ſe-var's ſo frizled and quain:, ferar- woman, he a man, that hu ſex obliged him to take at 
ing iealt love migh: render them Matters over thiir the leaſt ſs much conrage as her ſelf in 4 matter which 
proper Miſtriſſzs. Aslae begia with precty love concerned eternal (alvation, and that deſiring to cqual 
tricks, which are the little idvls of afte&:on, no: 05- 10 him in this reſolutizn, ſh: ſhiuld have the happineſs 
ſerving, thar all theſe gentle dalliances in a carriage above him to have prevented him, 
to0 free, ſtill though: to be coaſtant in 1nnocency, Boniface replied, She might confident 'y do what ſhe 
are not without danger. But by ſucceſs of time ſh2 thought goed, he world ever account it his glery to wait 
felt. her paſſion ſo much enkindled cowa-ds this on her in ſo good a purpoſe, and that God conld nit ao 
Steward, that ſhe neither rhought, ſpake, nor lived, him a greater favour, then to change the command- 
bur for him, not daring to diſcover her fancies, fo ments of his Miſtris into precepts of ſalvation. 
much is vice aſhamed of its own conſcience. The Lady anſwered, <he found nothing more ne- nerotion 
Agtae in Boniface, who had an intelligent and ready wir, Ceſlary then to implore the mercy of God by the ſie 
love. Well enoughimagined from whence theſe extraor- blood of his Marryrs, and therefore he fhonld take a ;f;c Mar- 


dinary favours proceeded, which he received from 

his Miftriſs , but the more he ſaw her grow paſlio- 

nate for him, the more he perſifted in his duty , 
whecher chat be in the beginning would divert this 
affeRtion , which he perhaps thought nor firm e- 

nough, or whether he was willing to kindle che hre 

by a ſlight reſiſtance, His Miſtriſs beholding him 

more ſerious in this matter then ſhe wiſhed, let him 
plainly enough underftand,chat having had the ſtew. 
ardſhip of her eſtate, he ſhould have the like of her 
hearc,and entertained him wich more courtefie,then 

vas fit for a man of his employment and condition, 

She in the beginning managed her affetions with 

much diſcretion, following the advice of Boniface, 
who knew how to hide the marter ; bis fortune nor 

making him looſe the remembrance of what he had 

been, nor paſſion, providence in what he might be. 
piſorder Notwithſtanding, ir being a thing very difficult long 
of love. to reſtrain fury, all compoſed of fire and violence, 
the favours of 4g/ae ſo plainly appeared, that they 
no lenger could be hidden frem the world, which is 
a hundred ey'd Argus.<he occaſioned ſpeech of her, 
even toinfamy, with ſo much noiſe and ſcandal in 
the City, thac it much abaſhed all ſuch as had reia- 
tion-to her, But being of a haughry humour, which 
rather uſech co irricate paſſion by cenſure, then a. 
mendeth manners , ſhe negle&ted what was ſaid of 
her, ſince ſhe ſtood free from controul : For love, 
. which had bereaved her of innocency and gravity, 
deſpoiled her likewiſe of the care of reputarion, (ore 
of the greateſt miſeries may bappen to a wrerched 
ſoul. )She well ſaw her kindred neither had the will 
or power to hinder her pleaſure, which mad: her 

change cloſe affeQion into manifelt whoredom. 

Love ſometimes is weakened by over-much eaſt- 
neſs of encerraining of it.1t is like the Polypss,whieh 
finding no:hing to oppoſe nor devour, eareth it felf 
by gnawing i:'s feer, and fins. <o this paſſion, find- 
ing no more reſiſtance with which it ordinarily 1s 
cheriſhed, leſſened, and loſt it ſelf. Ag/ae began ar 


much eca- 


Gneſs. 


20 yoyage into the Province of Ci/icia,where daily ma- ty'5. 
ny ſuch were made, and bring her thence fomere. 
licks. The Steward, who could not forget his ſweet 
nature,ſa'd unto her: Madam, you would much won- 
der,if from the Country of Martyrs 1 return aMar- 
tyr,and that my body be brought back to ſerye you 
tor rclicks, Aglae replied, Mock not, but do ſpeedi- 
ly whar | tell you, and think your ſelf moſt bappy 
tO be ac the feet of fo many glorious Confeſſours, 

He failed not to put himſclt quickly on the way 

30 with men and money, handkerchicis, and perfumes 
for performance ot his purpoſe, 2nd bandled the 
matter fo,thac he was ſpeedily in the City of T hay- 
/s, at that time the Theater of Martyrs. <carcely 
was he arrived, but be heard twenty Chriſtians were 
led forth into a publick place ro be ma tyred, ard 

- being already changed into another man,who brea. 
thed nothirg at all but the glory of God, he flole 
from his company,and went 4} Berk into the open 
place , where pereciving the RR he brake 

40 through the throrg, baſtned co kiſs their chains ard 
wounds, moiſtenirg his eyes with cheir blood, ard 
carneſtly beſeeching them ropray unto God for him, 

The Pret:dent Simplicianws , ſeeing this young 
ſtranger meddle ſo far in a matter whereunto G was 
not-called , commandzd him to withdraw : but be 
ſpeaking with a generous confidence, and publickly 
profefling what he was,he cauſed him to be appre- 
hend:d ard to be pur ro the rorture, where he was 
roughly handled : tor the execut10ners not content 

56 to have pulled off his skin wich iron pincers, thruſt 
{livers of pointed reeds between the flcfh and nails, 
which cauſed moſt exquiſite rorments, Notwithſtan» 
ding the valorous Champion had ro other words 
in hs mouth in the excremity of his corments, bur : 

Ay Saviour Jefus, [ give thee thanks for the favour 
then haſt done me to day byletting me [+ ffer for thyſake. 
It is geod reaſen the body which hath ſo much offended 
the hear ſumewhat for thee, 'fexecuticners encreaſe my 
torments,a: gment the aſſiſtance «f thy grace,& crown 


Boniface 
Martyred. 


firſt ro be weary of the frequency of this intamous 60 »ycombat with a faithf.l per ſeverance. He ſpake with 


familiarity, then recalled again into her hearc the 
ſenſe of honour, next of virtue, and laſtly, Cod 
more fully touching her ſoul, ſer her in open view 
to her ſelf, and made her entertain a great diſtaſt of 
this inordinate lite. 

Boniface on the other (ide, felt his conſcience much 
galled, and thought on nothing bur to break his 
chain, which he often begged of God, giving many 
alms in the height of his uncleanneſs. Ag/ae called 
him to her in this dif 
folved to make an end of the exorbitances of her life, 
that it was in concluſion to weary beaven ana earth roo 


Admirable 
converſi- 
ons 


poſition,and ſaid : She was re- 7ointo priſon. 


ſo mach fervour, grace, and devotion, that thoſe pre- 
ſent were muck moved thereat, which the Judge per- 
ceiving, commanded molten lead co be poured into 
his mouth.eo enforce him to a cruel ſilence: bur thac 
not ſucceeding as he imzgined, the people mutined, 
and brake down an Altar, fet up there for facrifice 
ro idols, whereat the Provoſt was ſomewhar aſto- 
nithed, and thinking it not fit at that time any fur- 
ther to incenſe them, he fent all the Martyrs back 


The next day he went to the place with more vio - 
lence and terrour,and thinking to terrihe Boxifece, 
Bb 2 -- be 
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he ſhewed him a cauldron of hot _— pitch, 
threatning withal to burn him. it he obeyed not the 
Emperours Edits, To which the Martyr anſwered, 
There was neither fire, ſword, nor any horrid tor- 
ture ab!e to ſeparate him from 7e/ws Chriſt,he then 
ſhewing himſelf very reſolute, without leiſure given 
to ſay any more,was plunged into the cauldron , 
from whence he by miracle came torth entire,to the 
admiration of all the world, which began ro work 
great converſions among the people. 

Simplicianus fearing a ſecond ſedition,cauſed his 
head ſpeedily to be cur off with an ax, and to con- 
ſumrate a glorious Martyrdom. In the mean ſpace 
they who were of his company,ſovght round abour 
for him,at which time they heard there was a young 
Chriſtian Po to be executed, who had ſhewed 
very much conſtancy in bis puniſhment. They think. 
ing nothing leſs then of him, ſaid, it was not their 
Boniface, who ever would more readily be found a- 


of an Angel of the glory of Boniface, and being on 
the way to encounter him , fo ſoon as ſhe met him, 
ſhe proſtrated her ſelf betore his body, and ſaid: 

Ay dear Boniface, 1 ſhed wot tears over thee, they 


Part x 


Speech of 


would fall tos liWw to bewail ſuch a death, as thine.T hou Ag!ae to 


wenteſt out a penitent from me,and returueſt a 7Mar- 
ryr, then art become a Maſter from the firſt day of thy 
apprentiſhip thou haſt vayquiſned, ere ſcarce ſeen, the 
enemy; yea, the Crown Wherewith theu ſonghteſt w g/0- 


10 rifie other Martyrs,ts fallen on thine own head. Ah how 


many blondy gates were to be opened to thy generous 
ſenl,to afford « large paſſage to us triumphs. 1rou hocke 
which have difſevered thy holy members, have united 
thy heart to Jeſus. Reeds thraft under thy nails, have 
confirmed thy conſtancy. Boyling canldrons foundin thy 
heart a love more fervent then their flames,and the ax 
which ſeparated the head from thy body,placed aCrown 
en thy head. ] behold thee with an eye Wholly rapt with 
the beanties of thy glory. 1 a thouſand times kiſs thy 


mong Courtiſans,then the executioners of Tharſws. 2) Wonnds,and take part in thy. tropheyr,and ſanttifie m 


Yet coming to the place for curioſity, they found his 
head upon one fide, his body on the other extreamly 
amazed at what was paſſed. They bought his body 
for five hundred luures,and having it in their hands, 
they asked him mercy with weeping tears,for the 
raſh judgement they had given to the prejudice of 
his virtue. 

Uponthis,they had nothing ſo much in their de- 
fires,as ts earry back the body to their Miſtriſs Ag- 


ſelf by loving thee,as a Martyr of Jeſus Chriſt. zyhar 
then remains, O bleſſed ſoul,but that 1 imitate thee? 
and though exeentioners forbear my body never to ſpare 
my pains. That all my life may be but a martyrdom, 
ard that there be not any part in me, which ſerves nor 
as a vittim tothe ſacrifice of my patience. 

Aglae, having performed her duties, and cauſed 
a Church to be builr,dedicated ro God in memory 
of the Martyr S. Boniface,entred imo a Monaftery, 


lac, ſuppoſing they could not give her any relicks,ci- 30 and perfected her felt in the glorious travels of pe- 


ther more undoubted or acceptable. The holy wo- 
man had already bad a reyelation from the,mouth 


nance,finiſhing her courſe near her well-beloved . 
and entombing her aſhes at his feet, 


Lomface, 
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HOLY COURT. 


THE DESTFOoONE:. 


E have direRly looked towards God in the firſt Part, deducing Maxims which moſt near- 
ly concern the Divinity. 1 now deſcend in this Second, to thoſe which touch the direfion of 


thu preſent life ; and conſider them in three reſþe:#s,whereof one tendeth to the ſervice of God, the 

other to our neighbour, and laſt ſtayeth upon our ſelves. In the firſt, 1 treat of  Piety, againſt all 

counterfeit devotion, In the ſecond, I ſhew we muſt carry our ſelves towards our neighbours with 

Juſtice jincerity,and ſweetneſ5,excluding our own mndr  fneatacion ant cruelty. In ih. third, 1 ens 
tertain what concerns the ordering of our ſelves in proſperity againſt Epicurcans, and in adverſity 

againſt impatience,upon accidents of humane life : wherein 1 endeavour throughout effeually to 

obſerve the diſorders which Plato and Ariſtotle noted, were the eanſes of the deſlruttion of Fa- 

mulies, Cities, and Empires, | 
THE 


* 
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THE 
SE C D A R T. 
Touching the Direction of this preſent Life. 
I. MA Aa 13 MM 
Of DEVOTION. 
THE PROPHANE COURT. | THE HOLY COURT. 

That if Devotion muſt be uſed, we ſhould That we muſt be devout for God, and 
embrace that which is in faſhion, accommoda: | that if Devotion be nor ſolid, it is no lon- 
ting it to our ends, ger Deyotion. 

T isa matter yery conſiderable, that Devotion fourth ſincere and ſolid. call a ſtupid devotion,that 

| is ſubje& ro many more illuſions then all o= which eſtabliſherh all virtue in indiſcreer and im- 

ther virtues, of which we have proof enough - moderare auſterities, which very often kill the bos 

from our own experience, although we could find dy,and extinguiſh the rotal vigour of the mind:thar, 

no other foundation in reaſon. But if the judicious which withour any obligation of the Church, or of 

= cau'* Reader defire to know the cauſe, I will tell him, fomeparticular Order,or fage direction, ties it ſelſe 

Devotion that as nothing hath been ſo much rurmoiled and to ſtraight and rigorous obſervations, rather tor 

is ſnbjet counterfeited as ___ , which hath in all Ages fatisfaQtion of ſelf-will, then through any other 

any vor " been disfigured by ſuch variety of Secs : ſoitis no - ſenſe of piety , and which placeth in this a& all 

ous marvel, it Devotion, which is according to S. Tho- 10 Chriſtian perfe&tion, not minding ſo many other 

mas, as the branch of this tree, find the like con- duties, which ftriftly bind us to matters more con- 
trarieties. fiderable. 

Bodies moſt delicate,are ſooneſt corrupted by ex- We have heard the Idolaters of the Eaſtern parts 
tream impreſfions : ſo this virtne,which is of a tem- Kill themſelves with recital of a fearfull number of 
perature very ſubrle, ſince it is as it were thecream prayers to their Idols, roul in the ſcorching ſands , 
of cha-ity, may cally be perverted by the evil ma- clog themſelves with ferters , and ſlaſh themſelves 
nage of ir, Add, that the wicked ſpirit ſeeing this with razors, thinking by theſe ways they may arrive 
exerciſe js very neceſſary for us, ſeeks tro envenom to the top of ſanity. Nor can we ltkewiſe be 1gno- 
itin its ſources, to the end we may draw poiſon rant what is ſufficiently declared unto us by boly 
from thoſe things which might be our remedy. 20 Scripture, that many of the Ancients were much in- 

Beſides, men either through ſuperabundance of i- clined to theſe ſuperſtitious devotions, eſtablith- 
dlenefs, preſumption of abiliry,through love of their ing therein all the order of ſpiricual lite ; in ſuch 
own conceits, or deſire of novelty,mulriply their in- fort, thrac hey perpetually afflicted their bodies, 
ventions upon this matter, and many make golden and in the mean time ſuffered their hearts ro 

. gh calves to themſelves in Bethel,in ſtead ofthe Cheru- ſway in empry vaairies, burning avarice, rigours, 
ken tor bins of Peraſalem, The Lacedemonianr ever atti- and cruelties towards their neighbours wholly in. 
= M red their gods according to the faſhions and hu- fſupportable. 

practice MQurs Which chen ſwayed in their Ciry : Every one + Such was the devotion of Phariſees,ſo often rebu. 
of the L4- delights ro dreſs up devotion by the pattern of his Kked, and condemned herein by the lips of the erer- 
—_ paſltons. 39 nal Truth, For when you ſaw chem wa!k in publick, 

I affirm one cannot worthily enough'praife the you bcheld men lean and disfigured, who bare 
p:aQtiſe of ſo many devout fouls, which live infin- 1c:owls of parchment on their heads, wherein they 
gular purity,cither in Religious or Civil life : And wrote fome ſentence ofthe Law of God, and ried 
I may fay,it 1s an Hoaſt of the hving God, as terri- thorns to the border of their gowns , to prick and 
ble in his mildneſs, as he is (weet in his terrours, [ torment their heels ; whileſt the heart uncontrout- 
bonour all the bodies, yea, the particulars, with the ably commirred all diforder, <uch alio was the de- 
honor cheirdeſerts have acquired. Burt as the ſtrons- wvorcion of certain ſuperſtitious, reproved by the Pro- 
eſt truths fail not to be invaded by ſome obſcurities, phet 7ſziahin the 5 3. Chapcer, where God ſpeak. 1(ian 554 
ſo ir is no wonder fin the ordering of virtues, ſome eh, ſaying unto them : x/ho ever hath gon about to 
defects creep into the life of particulars, which 4o exa& /uch faſts from yon,aud ſuch devotion as you pra- 
ſhould no way prejudice the integrity of the ge. @&i/c?_ to afflift the body .a while day together, bow 
neral. the head, lic on ſackcloth and aſhes? Is ths they that Diſitve 

9" Dark Devotion. nh h 7ou call faſting, and can you think days a4 (0511JaH0n 6 
| hy times [pent in ſuch alticns are very acceptable to God ? _— 
em Here isa dark Devotion, which is rude and ſu- ÞZ wil teach you anther kindof faſt : Breakoff thoſe tm wat 
aitting pid, another nice, a third cranſcendent, aud a Garga:tas yur have mage with [auch iniquity, tear in moe.” 
Dcv0tlons 


preces 


282 
pieces the Bundles of 11juſt and inſnpportable obligati- 
ons ,let the pour go at liberiy who are overwhelmed with 
wants. Take the ythe from them which thry can no 
longer bear, #ive food tothe hungry, lodge pilgrims , 
awd Wayfarers in your houſe ,cloath the naked, and diſ- 
aain not your fleſh, 0 ; | 

3. This dark devo:ion hath three things, which 

Three ble- make it much to be ſuſpected, and are the cauſe it is 
mes 9 not well proportioned to the manner of life of ſolid 
«cyotion. ſpiri's. Firſt, when it is extreamly 
ties, ſingularities,and pride, which proceed from foo- 

The Bat Jjſh confidence in ones own judgment. Many, who 
Re res10 Are Wiſe according to their own way, reſemble the 
make her Bat, which employeth the chryſtalline humour of his 
wivg. eyes, tO make large wingz to himſelf, but yer very 
uſeleſs : ſo they conſume all the lights and inſpira- 

tions of God, to create wings of pride and vanity , 

which onely ſerve them to fly in the night and igno- 

rance of themſelves, Now, it is well knownto all , 


that the moſt fatal plague in matter of Religion and 20 be not torn and the ſpiric beaten down, 


devotion, is the deſire to ſeek direction from ones 
own opinion, which the learned Gerſon very well ob- 
ſerved, when he ſingularly well ſaid : (a) If you ſee 
(4)Anes- one walkin the way of proper judgement, although he 
ck had already ene foot in Paradiſe, take this foot and 
Chancel- withdraw it. For it were better to walk inthe ſhades 
=o of death under the condutt of bumility, then to have @ 
parrum li- Paradiſe in the pleaſures of proper fantaſie. Drunken- 
b:o de dike 12/5 5s taken by wine (ſaid the Prophet) and pride by 
tetra S, its 0Wn opinion, 
tol.171. Such there are,who after infinite many pains pal- 
_— ſed over in religious Orders , have miſerably loſt 
lo. themſelves, following the curſed igyuis faruus of their 
E: quem*®* Own opinion, Had penſive devotion no other blemifh 
cn 4 it were always much to be feared : bur beſides I at- 
cir, fc erit firm,that as fiſher-men fiſh in a troubled water, ſo 
vo ag the Devil fiſheth in the mel moon of a perplexed 
ſoul. principally when it is tycd to ſuperiours, which 
govern conſcience, We know by the <cripcure and 
4 ance pe- the evil ſpirit to undo us.Satan every where hath 
- noſv#* laid his nets before us, the whole carth is nought bur 
#n:, & A ſnare, ſnaresin riches, ſnare in poverty, fnare in 
one; is meat, ſnare in drink, ſnare in eating, ſleep, words , 
—— works, in all ouraRions: but we muſt conteſs there 
decipu/is a4 15 no ſnare more miſerable,nor of greater force,then 
as 06 e ſadneſs and melancholly : becauſe it is that which 
#-a:: Ec- bloweth out the candle, which puts our the light of 
qi: <f#3- the mind, and by this means makes ſport for che ene- 
«* 517% my of our felicity, 
4:vuis,8&c, Doth not Caſſians: obſerve, that an Hermit na. 
- >a med Heroy, who had ſiveat for the ſpace of fourry 
collar 2.de Years under the habit of Religion, and grown white 
> jg amongſt ſo many glorious palms,yer ſuffering him. 
ie of elf to fall into a devotion dark,anxious, and folita- 
a bollow I ,Was lo deceived by the ſubtlery of Saran, that ar 
the latter end of his days, be threw himſelf into a 
pit , from whence he was drawn half dead, nor 
was \t poſſible co make him fay , he had done 
ill in this aR ſo exorbitant and deſperate : pro- 
per judgement having ſo bewitched him -in this 
fadneſs, that all his own reſolutions ſeemed oracles 
unto him ? 
Andalthough a foul ſeldom falleth into ſuch ex- 
s. Thom.': tremities, notwithſtanding for a third inflance , we 
2-4-47-Ut- may bring a proof taken our of $.7 h1m.45,who faith, 
- That ſeeing ſadnefs is the moſt venemous of all paſ- 


ſions, becauſe it gaaweth the root of the heart,which ' 


conſiſterh in a certain alacrity and largneſs, ſpread- 


ing it ſelf from the fountain of life through all the 07 take their lives to be a perpetual miracle. 


members, it is impoſſible that any man who ties 
himſelf to a penſive and melangholy devotion, 


I X: MAXIM. 


ſubjeRt to novel- go mjrrhe berween the breafts of the ſperſe,and nit a load 


Of F exotion, Part, 2; 
can long perſevere in the way of virtue, 

Gilbertss a great Docour,writirg vponihisſen- Glrifocre, 
tence of S. Pax/,drawn out of the firlt to the Corin- of = 
thians, ſixth Chapter, Glorific, axe bear Grd in Jenr corpery ve- 
body bath theſe notable words : Ye moſt bear Je gate 
ſus Chriſt, drag him. He draggeth bim,, Who ts ſur- adviſe cf 
charged with him,and Who imnaiſcreetly offi flith bim- — 


ſelf in the ſervice be duthto the Pivine Majeſty, net Tera 
conſidering Jeſus i« the flewer of the field,or the poſie of 


ve lt Chris 
ſinus nont 4+ 


hn, non ef 
of hay under which you muſt xeeds groan like a whe! [ſerum Cri. 
ill greazed, Parde for 


4. On theſe ſame gronnds ſuperſtition is raiſed , foſcicutns 
which through errour feareth all it ſhould love by 9774 
virtue, and ſcarcely knoweth God , bur by viola- ſpenſa. ts 
ting his clemency through a falſe preſumption of his **p-1{1i9 « 
ſeverity. What ſenſe is there toenter into devotion 359 
as if one were lifted upon a rack to be tortured and 
to think there is no piety in che world, if the body 


met 9503s £9- 

lit, violar 

Senec. E- 

piſt.[114, 
One muſt be crucified in bis thoughts by vain ap. 

prehentions,infinite many ſcruples muſt be nouriſh. 

ed,fins imagined which never were fins,and conceits 

fed, that if one have walked on ſtraws a. croſs,a great 

ſacriledge is committed, Some impoſe a thouſand 

fancaſtical obſervations upon themſelves, ſome inflict 

voluntary tortures;and you ſhall find of them, who 

leading a life wholly innocent, make themfelves hells 

in their own conſciences , watchings wither them, 


30 dreams terrify them, and if the leat ofa tree wag, ic 


FO 


Fo, 


is a ſpirit which comes to ſurprize them,nay, if ſome 
fatal bird croak in the obſcurity of night, ir is the 
voice of a dead man, who bids them prepare to paſs 
into another world. 

Oui alaſs ! 1s ic poflible a ſoul which hath never ſo 
little feeling of theDivinity,can think God, infinite. 
ly merciful,is as a Minvs and Rhadamaxt,mentioned 
in Fables, who ſpitcfully comes to pry into all our 
actions, to number all our ſteps, takes pleaſure to 


Fathers, the importunities and ſrzooth practiſes of 4o prepare puniſhments for us,and to raiſe his tropheys 


on Our ruins. Is it ſo harda matter to belevea 
good directour, who perſwades the contrary,as that 
tor want of a little ini{truc&tion, labours in religion 
ſhould be undertaken without relaxation,diſturban- 
ces without repoſe, and miſeries without comfort ? 


Afﬀetted Devotion, 


ffcminate and niceDeyotion is of another ſtrain, Quaine de- 
for it bath not learned to kill the body for the'**'** 
life of che ſpirit ; bur ſeeketh out witty ways to ac- 
cord God and the world together, and under pre- 
text Of piety, to rake thoſe pleaſures which may flat- 
ter the moſt refined ſenſuality. We now adays ſee 
many women of quality, who engrofs this ; oy 
order, and who being lirtle interiour, open them. 
ſelves with profuſion to all, whatſoever hath in ic 
exteriour oftent, Some fall into it for ſatisfaction of 
their own wills, others by ſervile imitation and com- 
placence tothe humour of powerful perſons, who 
like the great Orbs of heaven, draw along the lows 
er planets , ſome through intereſt of fortune, others 
tor colour of piety, and the reſt by amuſement. I 
know fome wh therein proceed lincerely, and did 
the wicked and Libertines underſtand the purity,ex- 
cellency, and fanRity of ſy-many good ſouls , who 


— bandledevotionas icthould be,of which the Church 


iS at this preſent furniſhedwith a good number, they 
ſhould be raviſhed with ſight of the interiour, and 


But we 
mult confeſs, there are many devotes,who wander 


trora theſe purer paths,to run after a fantaſm of pie- 
ty; 


IX, MAX 1M, 


ty: and although I here note defe&s, 1 would have 
virtuous ſouls know, my cenſure no more toucheth 
them, then thunder the ſtars in heaven. 

The firſt endeavour of this ſophiſticate devotion, 
conſiſteth in making an Oratory or little houſhold 
Chappt!, in building a little magazin of relicks beg- 
ged on all ſides, with more curiofity then Religion, 
letting candleſticks and pictures in order, in provi- 
ding rich ornaments, in inventing new faſhions of 


part. 2, 


A!l exteri- 
ourly. 


Of Devotion. ; ——_ 

This devotion is not fooliſh according to the 
world; but having learnt to make an arrow of any 
wood to hit the mark of its intereſts, ſhe maketh 
uſe of a Confeſſour, pliant and mercenary for this 
purpoſe. If any be tound in the world, who ſtretch 
their conſcience, who teach to withhold goods ill- 
gotten, to ſooth humours, entertain libertines, and 
lodge fin almoſt in the boſom of Theology, theſe 
are ſanified ſpirits, ard Prophets in faſhion. . 


crewets, in weaving girdles, and drefling up alittle 10 Thereis enough done, if there be outward ſhew 


mercery of trinkets, And though theſe actions which 
concern the care of Altars are very laudable, yet are 
they often very much perverted, both by the inten- 
tion, which is vain, and execution moſt indiſcreet, 
We many times finde in theſe cabinets fo religious 
and curious, a Venus with our Lady,a Cxpid near S, 
Michael, and a pair of beads hanging on the toes of 
ſome little giddy marmouzet. T his1sto renew the 
praiſe of that Lady named MarceHina,of whom $. 
Axug. lid. 


de hzrel. 


mingled the pictures of our Saviour, with thoſe of 
d. 7. 


Pjthagor as. Furihermore theſe places, which ſeem 
dedicated to piety, fo follow the humour of theirMi- 
ftriſs, as they are accommodated to all:and if they in 
the morning have ſeen a Prieſt celebrate Maſs, they 
will make no difficulty to entertain a Ball that very 
The yomp, EVening. All this devotion 1s pompous and proud in 
and prafti- its furmtures,,there is not ſo much as hair-cloaths,& 
fezot it. diſciplines but are made of ſilver, rather to ſee the 
brighe luſtre of ir, then feel the ſmartings. 
myiteries and marvellous intrications, which many 
times look en the earth under a veil of sky-colour, 
It ſeems to many, the aim of piety is nothing elſe, 
but to ſeek out all its petty accommodations and 
contentments in the world,to have hberty todo all, 
game-courcſhip, coſtlineſs of apparel, a caroach ro 
ones ſelf ro flutter through the ſtreets , whilſt the 
eſſential parts of marriage are conternned, affairs of 
the houſe negleR&ed,and a busband entorced to mur- 


enough. - If ſome ſmal alms be drawn out of thoſe 
great treaſuries of gold and filver, and that ſhe com- 
municate often, For fince ſome Prieſts are ſatisfied 
with ſaying Maſs but once a.year, it is come to paſs 
that certain devotes,as if they meant to ſupply their 
defeRts, take almoſt fo many Communions as there 
be dayes in the year. God forbid 1 ſhould blame an 
exerciſe ſo. holy, which cannot be too much recom- 
mended, but it troubles me they go to it without 


Auguſtine ſpeaketh in the book of hereſies, who 20 any feeling of that awfull Majeſty and ſeek acceſs to 


God as unto fire tomake it traftable.FrequentCom- 
munions, which ought not to be permitred but with 
great diſcretion as a reward of the moſt ſolid vir. 
rues,are turned into pillage according to the gree- 
dy humour of a ſpirit, giddy and inconftant, There 
needeth but the want of ſome ſmall circumſtance to 
ſtay a Prieſt, and hinder him from ſaying Maſs: but 
theſe devorifts paſs all over, and ſome of them have 
found the way, to accord the Communion and a 


It hath 30 Comedy upon one and the ſame day, 


What will enſue of this, bur that ſuch women may 
draw water f:om the fountains of our. Syviour, like 
the Daxaides in the hell of Porre with a ſive. They 
often hiear profanarion to Altars,to bring back yen. 


 Seance ; and know not the many evils which aſſaile 


them, proceed from the contempt of holy thirgs. | 
After ſo many Communions, theſe ſouls protit in Callip*des 

ſpiritual life, as the little Cavalier ſhewed at Rome, 

who laboured much in running in a wheel, and at 


mur, who doth expreſs more impatience in an hour, 4o the end of his travel had gore no further then when 


then the other gainerh devotion in ten years. 
1t queſtion be made of chooling a ghoſtly Father, 
there are of them,who much delight in change , and 
Smeca ib. if Sexeca ſaid, that Roman Ladies in the time when 
6. _ divorces were permitted, reckoned their husbands 
* © by the number of Conſuls, who altered every year; 
one may more juſtly ſay,that ſome devotes meaſure 
their Confeſſours by the courſe of moons, by taking 


almoſt every moneth a new, Other ſtick fo cloſe to 


he began.When was it thata dozen of Communions 
have taken from them one hair of vanity ? Are they 
leſs porpous,lefs powdered ,lefs frizled, more reſer- 
ved, more chaſt, more diſcreet ? You ſee to come 
from thence wily ſpirits, who perpetually byaſs all 
to their own ends, who buſie themſelves in affairs, 
who betray the moſt holy amities, who practiſe lit- 
tle furies of choller, who render themſelves inexora- 
ble in the moſt civil requeſts, who have hearts of ice 


one,and ſet him in fo high account above all humane $9 towards the miſeries of mankinde, who make tribure 


things, that according to their opinion, he alone 
bath the grace, Sacraments, and blood of 7eſ«s 
Chriſt in lis hands. But if they muſt be deprived of 
him, there is no morepiety nor religion for them in 
the world : the paths of $94 mourn, Churches and 
Altars are but wildernefles, and the hope of falvari- 
en hath loſt its luſtre. 

Such ſervices and diligence mult be uſed to a ſlight 
conſcience, aSifit were a huge Common-wealth. 


of all and deifie all in themſelves, yeatheir own fot. 
lies. I ſpeak this,to make the folidity of ſolid deyo- 
tions the more appear, which are practiſe@ in the 
Church, anſwerable to treatiſes written by bleſſed 
Sales, and my Lord Biſhop of Beley. 

6.You may ealily judge by ſuch proceedings, how «ator s of 
weak and frivolous all theſe manners of ſerving God the nullicy 
are.Butif you thereunto will apply the lights of rea- LF 
ſon, you ſhall obſerve, that any thingis to much the — * 


Aﬀeer the tediousneſs of a conteſſion, which makerh 60 more ſolid and firm, as it,hath toundation and ſup- 


thoſe to loſe patience,who were moſt reſolute to at- 
tend it, you muſt give & receive frequent viſits, ſpin 
out diſcourſes, arid eternal prattle :one cannot ſup- 
poſe they are all of God, who is more honoured by 
filence; one would hardly believe a ſoul ſhould need 
ſuch poliſhing, which appeareth not to be ſo much 
refined in the knowledg of things divine, One thinks, 
this devout creature through ſaperabundance of cha- 
Tity, beareth ll the ſins of the houſe, another, thar 


port upon the Divinity , becauſe Erernity onely ap- 
pertainerh to the Divinity, which rendreth things 
laſting. Now this Eternity, which is in God, as in its 
ſource, diftilleth by participation into thoſe things 
which adhere,& are moſt perteRly uvited unto him. 
Behold the reaſon why we muſt conclude, that true 
devotion, which hath much union with God, hath fo 
much the more ſubſiſtence. Bees bred of the body of 
a Bull bear upon them a little reſemblance of z Bull, 


ſhe tell; all the tales in the City, & thoſe who eaſily 70 and the tree in the ſeed, whereof you ſhal! have 


ſuſp;& what themſelves do withour difficulty, ima- 
Line there are other ties,which 1 had rather conceal, 


ſome characters engraven,will many times repreſenx 
them in irs leaves and fruits, Every thing natural! 
tendeth 


314 

: tendeth to the imitation of its original. What mar. 

vel then,if true devotion whichis derived from the 

eternity of Gan heing unable to have eternity of it 

ſelf as a creature,hach at leaſl a band Rrong and du- 

rable; whereas quite contrary, this apiſh devotion 

being merely rerrene, hath no true root in God,nor 

can draw any nouriſhmerit from thence, whereupon 

omni, Enſaeth, itmuſt dry up and wither. Every plant Which 

plantacis my heavenly Father planted not, ſhall be rocted ont , 
quam n* ſaid our Saviour in S. Matthew. ; 

pan, A foul ſolidlyChriſtian,reſembleth the Palm, which 

cradicah- beareth its ſtrength on the top: it hath all its vigour 

wr. M315 in God,and of God.He is the ſource and end of all 

e-m opere BOOd Works. And if God charce to fail it, the whole 

fn: & Þ- fabrick of ſalvation falls to the ground, Belides,this 


nl 


$. 


IO 


Faulinus devotion becomes ruinous, becauſe it wholy depends 
on conlotations derived from creatures mutable, 
ſhorc, uriable to content a ſoul only made for God, 
Every creature proceedeth from nothing,and if you 
diſengage it from the preſervation of the firſt being, 
behold it is forthwith in zts nothing, it cannot fur- 
niſh you with any thing but wind,to feed you like a 
wretchedChamelcon, which is the cauſe the creature 
that ſticketh unto it, remains ever hungry. And this 

Auz. ſolil. is it which <, Azgaftine hath divinely ſpoken : Ay 

E: 1« D*- God, my life, ard my happineſs. It is fit I confeſs my 

ag any ply trifles of temporal 
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mea bears, miſery unto thee ofter [01 
fac ut miſe- conſolations have [eparated me from thee,who art an e- 
year ternal and an immutable good, I am diſſolved,and have 
bi, ><, been poured through the conduit-pipes of my ſenſes,par- 30 
ted and diviged into ſuch and ſo many wjetts,andThave 
every where foxnd hunger thirſt, and pennry in plenty 
it ſelf. For nothixg was able to fill me, ſince ] conld net 
perceive in my ſelf a Good, ſolid, ſingular, inſeparable, 
which contenteth all deſiresi,. and ſatisfies all appetites. 
Add,thar in ſearching for petty ſenſual couſolati- 
ons, they are not always had, but one often meets 
Ifiah35.s with repulſe, with affliction and gal, from wherce 
Cnc. comes to paſs,that falſe piety,which is tied to theſe 
@«7 479% Curious nicetics, a5 they fail,it looſeth all ſupport 4© 
Sina. and vigour, 
All theſe kinds of devotion reſemble the bird cal- 
| led by the Grecians Clettide,a counterfeit ſwallow 
Tie". 16 which doth nothing but chatter with ſuch loudneſs , 
oa that ſhe deafens all the world + ſhe much loveth the 
warm and clear air ; but ſo ſoon as ſhe feels the firſt 
approach of winter, ſhe is ſtark, creeps along, and 
hangs the wings as halfdead : ſhe will paſs the ſeas 
with other ſwallows to ſeek out heat, and yet ſhe 
flies ſcarcely one day but repents it. To return back 5 
ſhe is aſhamed, follow ſhe cannor. It remains ſhe be- 
come prey to ſome unkappineſs, Behold juſtly the 
image of this plaiſtered devorion, If the falſe fallow 
be a chatterer,this devocion is often nought elſe bur 
babble.'f ſhe ſeek for warmth,this is nouriſhed with 
tempozal proſperities and ſenſual comforts. If the 
one be fo quailed with cold,the other bears the leaſt 
adverſity with ſtrange impat:ence.lf the oe making 
ſhew to follow,the reſt ſtaysin the way, how many 
ſouls,ſee we,who not having well run their race in 50 
matter of devotion, nor taken God tor their ſcope, 
reſt in inconſtancies, agitations, tronbles of mind, 
and in the end break with God. 


(0) 


Of Tranſcendent Eevotien. 


Paſs to the third kind, called Tranſcendent De- 
votion,which practiſetn to purſue unutual ways, 
_ andto refine all other devotions by ſubtlety of wir. 
Common things, which are often the belt, are not 70 
for its purpoſe. _it can abide nothing uniform and 
temperate , but muſt of neceſsity raite much noiſe 


Tranicen- 
dent deyo- 
tion. 


IX. MAXIM. 


Of Devotion, Part'2, 
and oftent, to moke it ſelf krown, It affeteih 


urheard. of obſeryatiors,extrated methods, Chy. 
merical words : F6n would ſay, it isa rich trader , 


' whohath a ſhop of ſpirituality, ard huge magazins 


ſtored with ſpecious titles, but when you come to 
look narrowly into it, you ſhall find there ſo ma- 
ny leaves ard bark , ſo much vanity and empty 
merchandize , that this which at firſt ſo affrighted 
the ſimple, ſcryes afterward for an object of ſcorn 
to the wiſeſt, 

We are not ignorant there are kinds of excellent ,,1i;me 
ways to treat with God, reſerved to fouls the moſt prayer. 
eminent,and that it werea raſh attempt tocondemn 
myſtical Theology, wherein ſo many worthily reli- 
gious have proſperouſly proceeded. We know the 
exerciſe of prayer goeth by degrees,and that accor- 
ding to Richardus dr $Saxtte Viltore , the firſt , is Rich 1. 1.9e 
thought,the ſecond, meditation, and the third,con- contewy). 
templation. Thought ordinarily is inconſtant and in- ©?» 
determinate ; Meditation is confined and limited to 
certain points ; Contemplation flieth like ah eagle 
with more liberty, and picks up (as ſaith Synefiws) q.-:, 
the flowers of increated light, to colour and i/lumi- os Bos 
nate it ſelf the more.Thought is a ſimple impreſſion g,, ... 
on things divine, Meditation is a more exact ſearch 4, 
into the Maxims of our faith, but Contemplation is 
an immoveable aſpect of this firſt Verity.which fee- 
deth8&ſatiateth the ſoul with the ſweetneſles otGod. 

This Contemplation alſo is divided into divers de- , _ 
grees.For there is one ordinary,which maketh uſeof —m—__y ” 
imagination and of ſenſible ſpecies drawn fromthe conmene 
{ghc of objeRs,though it ſubrilize and purifie them f'***: 
by the help of the underſtanding, There is another 
termed immediate & perfe&,which goes direfly to 
god, without any mixture of fantaſies,or aid of crea- 
tures ; but if it be much diſcharged from all things 
create,it 1s called dark contemplation , becauſe the 
ſoul being in it wholly dazled, & (as it were) blind- 
ed with rays of the divine Eſſence , frameth not to 
it ſelf any ſenfible idzxa of God, but beholdeth him 

y the way of negation, baniſhing all repreſen- 
tations & reſemblances of creatures, the more firm- 
ly to adhere unto the ſimplicity of: the firſt Being, 

Bur if it proceed ina ſuperiour manner, then 1t $. Amire/. 

mounteth tothe contemplation, termed the moſt e- 73:5 

minent,which is the whole-ſiſter of the beatified yi- Fofwenciins 

ſion,and the laſt heaven whereuntoS. Pax was rapt, 4m cor 

a ſphere totally enflamed with ſeraphical loye, where *,;nur 

the uſe of ſenſe and exteriour man,ſeems quite an- fed», & 

nibilated,and the ſpirit tranſported ts the ineffable 4%; 3 

converſation with the Divinity. minis exa> 
Now we mult obſerve upon this diſcourſe, what 953 

the learned $. Thomas ſaid, That whileſt our life is in. git. 

ſhut up in this mortal body,ics manner of actuating 52+ 

proceedeth by ſimple and ordinary ways, which con. 

duct us to the Creatour , by contemplation of crea- 

tures: and if any one underſtand ſpiritual things in 

this ſublime nakedneſs, which is Lotwrped of ima- 

ges,it is an admirable way, & ſurpaſſeth allhumane 

things. Firſt,it is neceſſary to have a pious affeRion The ocgi- 

to matters d:vine,thencewe paſs to meditation, from nary man- 

mediration to ordinary contemplation, which is at- 77 90879: 

tended by admiration and admiration by a certain things di- 

ſpiritual alacrity, and this alacrity by a certain fear '<- 

with reverence, and fear by fervent charity diffuſed 

into the exerciſe of good works. Theſe arc the moſt 

aſſured waysto walk in ſpiritual life. 

But cheſe tranſcendent ſouls will in the beginning Utefons 
litt a man op from the earth and make a Seraphin of **>. 
him from the fixſt day ot his apprentiſhip. To medi- dene deve- 
tare well,is nothing elſ{c but to make a revtew of our *i9% 
ſelt and aRtions,ro adapt them co the commandments 


of 


Part, 2, 


with ſo goodly words, we ſee in the Sanftuary a beauty of language, and beſtir them rather to talk, 7434, aw 
Pourtraict of a Rar, a ſoul faint and puſillanimous, 1 then ſpeak in a ſermon, They adore diſcourſes re- po. 
ſhuc up in ſelf-love, tied to petty intereſts, imperi- pleniſhed with a youthtul eloquence, and deveſited —_— 
ouſly commanded by ſo many tumultuous paſtiong, of wiſdom, having no ſinews tor ſupport, and leſs 
which play their prize, whileſt the ſpirit ſlumbers fting to trans fix a hearr. | 
in this myſtical ſleep and living death, | Good God ! how krowing would Preachers be, 
They will in the beginning go equal with the ſe- did they underſtand (as faith $. Paul ) how to ſpeak, 
raphical ſouls of Saints, who arrived at this purity both on God's part, before God,and infeſu:Chriſt, 
of prayer by great mortifications, and moſt parti- #5 being ſhut up within theWord, before they bring 
cular fayours from God. Burt they imitate them fo torth a word ; and Auditors ſhould be well inſtru. 
ill, that inſtead of being ſuited with great and folid ed, if they all heard ( as faith $.Panlingxs) with the 
virtues, they retain nought but oltentous forms,and 20 car through which 7eſns Chrift entreth. To preach 
2 vain boaſt of words. God, hatred of vice, and loye of virtue, with a di- 
What importeth it a devote,who cannot tell how {courſe firm and rational;and firſt of all to perſwade 
to govern her houſe, to know the retire, introver- hiraſelf, what he wiſheth others may practiſe ; this is 
ſion, extroverſion, ſimplification, dark prayer, my- the mark whereat all preaching ſhould aim, We 
ſtical ſleep, ſpiritual drunkenneſs, taſt, fire, quier, Þave cauſe to praiſe God, that he hath rendred our 
the cloud of glory,and ſo many other kindes, which Age very fruittul inmen able and ſufficient in this 
ſerve to diſguiſe devotion? Know we not many ſpi- kinde, to whom [ bear ſuch reſpe&t, and whom I ſo 
rits of young women loſe themſelves herein, and much admire, that I ſeek nor to cenſure them, 1t 
ſeeking too much to refine ancient piety have made Were to be wiſhed the younger ſort would rather 
it wholly to vapour out in ſmoak, finding themſelves 3O frame themſelves by their examples, then to be ſur- 
as void of humility , as they were puffed up with prized with an itch to pleaſe certain ears, and fo 
preſumption ? From thence often proceeds the cu= many uhjoynted judgments, 
riolity of matters raviſhing and extraordinary , to All fuch as judge of Pr eachers only by the garb 
gain to themſelves the reputation of great ſpiritual and exteriour ſhew, uſe to deifie their yices , andir 
erſons, and to ſooth themſelves with the opinion 3 4 note one doth nor always pleaſe God when he 
of a falſe ſanity. When one is once gained by a ſeeks over-much 'to pleaſe thoſe who like nothin 
falſe pretext of errour, it is no hard matter to be but extravagancies.Care mult be had of City: bruirs 
perſwaded all we think on is a Viſion, ;all we ſay is 2nd vulgar opinions, as the Eagle regardeth flies. 
a Propheſie, and all we do is a Miracle, -The evil Light never bluſhed to be deſpiſed by Rear-mice, 
ſpiric tinding ſouls drunk with this ſelf-love, hath 40 and a prime ſpirit is not troubled at the finiſter judg- 
played trange pranks, which may be read in EFpj- ments which the ignorant make, ſo that he learn ro 
phaxius and Caſſianns, and whereof it would be an caſt up his reckoning with God, for whom he 1a- 
ealie matter to produce many examples,were it not boureth, Onions hinder the attraction of the Ada. 
much berrer to deplore , then recount them, mant, and all theſe popular opinions do nothing but 
we want B. This vanity not fatisfied to harbour in the Giſturb a ſpirit on which they make iwpreſfion. 
of God al- minde which bred it, extendeth- ro the chairs of Solid Devotion. 
tered Mm Preachers, where the curious and phanarical ſpirits  B- us diſ-involye what we may, the devotion 
Caairs, OF =» K X : 
the extra- Of Auditours would willingly hatch Chymezra's for Jot Sacraments, Books and Sermons, from theſe 
vagant ſuch,as are yet but young beginners in the myſtery. ſophiſticate forms, which varniſh the luſtre of it, 
9pinions One will have, that uſe be made of thoughts tran- 53nd let us learn toſeekit in the pureſt ſources and 
ſcendent and extraordinary , and many times ex- gone ot our _ ws aid 
rravasant , intangled with a perplexity of periods, "ue Develien, i] you aejere to uew the condition of it, 
which leave nochng bur noiſein the ear, and arro = 2enreh he ſome levies which 5. Paul gue to Chr: Treg 
Sance in the minde : the other, whois moſt igno= rengeth to the diſpleaſure of God ; it digeſteth all acerbities, © ® , 
rant, (tartles at this quaint Theology x and ſeeks to tnrning them #1'0 its colour ad taſte; it is ſweet and benign ; Ognonele, 


IX., MAXIM. 


of God, and counſels of 7eſ#s Chrift, You muſt fly 
fervently even to the third Heaven, and remain 
there rapt, without knowledge whether one be on 
this ſide, or that fide of the world. Burt alas ! how 
many times happeneth it theſe Eagles deſcend from 
this falſe imperial Heaven, to fiſh ſome wretched 
Frog in the Marſh of this inferiour Earch ? 

Atter all theſe large temples of prayers, gilded 


wrelt myſteries, .anddif-joynt men's judgments, 
thereby to draw upon all ſorts of people diſcourſes 
of the Trinity ard Incarnation, involved in viſiona- 
ry imaginations; and turned about on a counter- 


ordinary in all ſermons, as was the Delphick ſword, 
which heretofore ſerved for all purpoſes in Sacrift- 
ces, it isto be ignorant in the ways of ſouls ele. 
The other delighreth in doctrines unheard of, ina 
vaſt recital of Authours and forrein tongues,as if he 
went about to exerciſeDevils and not inſtrut Chri- 
Kians: ſome one boaſts to alledge neicherScripture, 
Fathers, nor any paſſage whatſoever , for tear of 
marring the plaits of his periods, he makes trophey 
to take all within his own fancy,and to borrow no- 
thing of the Ancients : As if Bees, who rob flowers 
in the garden to make honey ofthem, were not 


Of. Devotion, 
much better then Spiders, who ſpin their wretched 
webs out of their own ſubſtance. There arc of them, 
who defire to bundle up an endleſs train of fantaſti- 
cal cohiceptions, without Scripture, or reaſon, who 
feem to tell wonders and rarities moſt raviſhing, 
bur if any may will weigh them in an equal ballance, 
he ſhall tinde vanities,only big with norſe and wind, 


395 


They-who have the itcli of ear, are devoted to the Stine, 


it bath emulation, but for virtues, it doth nothing unfitly ; it oy z6d 


bath not aay thing to do with the puffings of vanity nor ambi- pu, 


trois, Which invade worldly ſpirits ; it ſeeks not its own ends, ws yas 


it is not moved with auger to ſee it [elf deſpiſed, it thinks ns ill, 


\ 


Key, 


| on : zt rejoyceth not at iniquity, bit enla/geth it ſelf clhearfully in yyermes, 
battery of affeed antitheſes , and if this be not as 60 he ruth, it ſuffere:h all, it believes all, it hopeth all, it endu= © 


reth all, Itis a devotion always joyful, always content, ever 
a#tive in its dutie, not prying through curioſitie into others af- 
fairs. It bath thoughts innecent, an eye ſimple, bands clean, 
liitle noiſe, and mnch fruit. A Devotion with comlaineth 
of none, is troubled at nothing, which ſpeaks litile and do:b 
much, which bath more good effets, then ſlight complements, 
more ſilence then eloquence, more humility in the interiour, then 
ollet in the exteri»ur, which {lyeth on all the aftiuns of life, as 
« Bze 0 Flowers,and converteth them all iato honey. Oh what 
a Treaſure of peace, what a treaſure of love, wiat a treaſure 
of elory is this d-vetion. 

There needs but one great word to expreſs great: 
things. Diſquiet not your ſelf upon the multitude 
of precepts and books,to know bow you mayarrive 


Ccse ro 


236 
to this excellent virtue, which ſoweth the ſceds of 
perſe&ion in the heart. The firlt ſtep you muſt 
make towards it, is the knowledge ot the will of 
God. Know what he would have ot you, whar you 
of him , in what manner he expeRerh it, and what 
defire you have to pleaſe him. | 

That man offendeth in ſerving, who underſtands 
not how he ſhould ſerve, and it 1s ever a main part 


An Epivle of obedience, to learn how you muſt obey, There 


to Demers 


IX, MAXIM. 


Of Devotion, 
in piety, that an entire reconciliation is made wich 
our Maſter, that the ſtool, the ring,and ſhoes of by- 
acinth , are put on to walk in the paths of his com- 
mandments? If there be r.othing ſo majeſtical, fo 
del.cious, ſo pleaſing, as the contemplation of truth, 
whereon our foul hverh, as the eye on colours, the 
Bee on dew,and the Phenix (as is ſaid) on the thing 
neſt yapours ot the air, is it not here, where after fo 
many errours, ſo many fantaſies, ſo many illuſions, 


««, wiincn Are things forbidden, and things commanded, ſome 10 which turmoyled our minds in the diſturbances of 


by an An» permitted , others adviſed. God {orbids the evil, 

cient. *®" commandeth the good, permits the indifferent, ad- 

by 2 great yiſeth the perfeQt. 

perionag* Who puts himlelfin a wy of devotion, puts him- 

aze. felfina way of perfeRion: but who flieth above na- 
ture,ought not tor all that to deſtroy the law of na- 
ture. To ſay one is deyout,and fails in the duties of 
common charity , which commandeth us to do to 
our neighbours , what we would have,done to our 
ſelves, is to have fair titles, and feeble ations, 

That man is not exempt from the law , who 
would do above the law, and there is not any more 
obliged to avoid things not permitted, than he, who 
for the love of God denieth himſelf ſuch as are per- 
mitted. Devotion is not practiſed to excuſe (ins, but 
to perfect virtues. 

A ſoul truly devout, hath three aſpeRs,which re- 
pleniſh the whol capacity ef the duties it profeſleth; 
one upon God, another on it ſelf, the third upon a 


the world , we enjoy in purity and plenitude the 
conſideration ofthe moſt noble Maxims of ſpiritual 
life ? Ifit be a ſweer and ſenſible repoſe, having ob. 
tained remiſſion of fins of thelife paſt, to return in- 
tO the peaceful harbour of a good conſcience; is not 
here the rock where ſo many waves are broken, 
where ſo many little currs, which ceaſe not to bark 
in the botrome of a troubled conſcience, are appea- 
ſed, and where the ſoul becomes a calm ſca,beaurifi- 


20 ed and curled with the rays of an enamoured and 


ſmiling Sun? Linally,if there be no greater pleaſure 
in the world,tban to deſpiſe temporal pleaſures, and 
to trample under foot the vanities which Monarchs 
themſelves have ſet over their heads, where are they 
deſpiſed, but in this ſchool of virtue, where mortifi- 
cation of paſſions is learned, ard the exerciſe of 
Soodly and hergick actions , which give the foul an 
antepaſt of Heaven in this mortal life,and an enfran- 
chiſement from fear of death ? How «can a deyout 


neighbour. It ſerves in common piety , and above 3, ſoul which lives amongſt ſo many helps,ſo many re. 


common piety : that applieth it to all the — 
ations of our Chriſtianity, and the other diſpoſet 

it into a more ſublime commerce than the common, 
yet contemns not the common. It hath its retire- 
ment,its prayers, its meditations, guided & digeſted, 
not for ſatisfaction of will, but edification. Ir keeps 
all the ſenſes well governed in great equality , the 
tongue under the rule of diſcretion , the heart in a 
ſecure peace; and towards a neigbour carrieth hony 


in the mouth, charity in the hands, and example in go 


all its ations, which make it live in all the antepaſts 
of Paradiſe. 
Nez ef <> AS there is no corporal riches comparable to 
{:f-xx health , fo there is not any ſpiritual wealth in the 
Oo «world, that comes near thealacrity which God di- 
non e# oble {tilleth into a heart truly and ſolidly devour, freely 
#4menw ynlooſened from earth, to be reſigned to Heaven, 
. The oylof conſolation (ſaid Hxgo) drieth up in 


ſuper cords 
audium, 


Ecclel. 39+ worldly veſſcls, but as for the conſolation and joy 
which 1s drawn from Devotion , it is ſo exuberant, «c, 


that there is no veſſel here below able well to con- 
Rent con- tain it, Ttis neceſſary the heart break into fighs,and 
J 1: m* diffolve into deſires tor the preſence of God. I call 
#-i Dei, & Your conſciences (O devout fouls) to witneſs, that 
gw _1were eloquent if ] could maketo pals through my 
<rcitgtss Pen, whar you feel in your hearts, I affirm, that if 
ſum. & 4 there be any life in the world, which is able to nou- 
/e1/29"% riſh and foment the joy whereof 1 ſpeak , it is the 
Plal. 76. Chriſtian life,holily and purely led according to the 
fpeftaculis: | | | 
Hae ſpea- Of what I ſay, from the great wit Tertxllian, who in 
<ul ſanfta, the Book he compoſed ot games and ſportive enter- 
Petit, CAInMents , ſheweth by lively and urgent reaſons 
Quid j«cun- there is NO game nor recreation in all the world can 
cs 75%, de compared tothe ſoul of a Chriſtian, whoſe con- 
& Dom ſcience is a portative Theater, where inceſſantly are 


re-onci121i% reſented many admirable ſhews. All, which is pow- 


quam vVert- 


ratis revela} Erful and energerical to glad a well-compoſed ſoul, 
ri9,quam er-and to entertain it in eternal delights, is eminently 


roris Ccogni- 
lis , quam 


medies, {0 many comtorts, give the leaſt advantage 
to one black and cloudy thought of the world ? 
What can we find out able to contriſtrate us a- 
mongft ſuch fuccours and lights? O a thouſand 
times happy foul,which having chaſed away all theſe 
illuſions ot vanity, beholdeſt with a clear ſerene eye 
the ever to be adored rays of this verity ! 


The ninth ExameLe upon the ninth 
MAXIM. 


Of Solid Devotion. 


Olid Devotions reſemble thoſe rivers which run 
\ ) under the carth, they ſteal from the eyes of 
the world, to ſeek for the eyes of God , they ſtudy 
ſolitudes and retirements , they are wholly ſhut up 
within themſelves, and it often happens, that thofe 
of whom we ſpeak leaſt on earth, are the belt 
known in Heaven, 

I verily think among all the great examples 
which may be produced of piety in Courts, there 
will not any one be found more fincere , or more 
ſtrong, than that of S. Lew, as it appeareth by all 
the acts of his life, namely, that which was written 
by his confeſſour. It is an eaſie matter to judge his 
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was a moſt holy life, becauſe the moſt diſ-intereſſed, vid De- 


be having no other aim , but to Giflolve his perſon, 
bis Kirgdome , his wife and children, into the will 
of God, to make the world no longer to be ought 


xules'of theword of God, and | borrow the proofs 60 elſe, but a Temple of the Divinity. 


The Divine providence drew him out of his King- 
dom with an Abraham's faith , gave him among 10 
many lands ard ſeas, the conduct of Aoſes, and to 
ſer a ſeal on him of all his greatneſs, cauſed him to 
end his life with the patience of 7b. We tind many 
Princes who embraced piety, one after one faſhion, 
another after another , and who have covered great 
vices with great virtues: bur it is a very hard matter 
to find one either more univerſal in al ations of vire 


found in the exerciſes of piety. it the chief ſource of _ _ tue,or more free from blame in the point of innocen- 


ranto79m ve PEACE and alacrity, be to be throughly reconciled to / * cy, than our $. Lewis, David ows all he is, more to 


fro crime 
$11.23 Ui 1ia Þ 


God, isit not in this Angelical Devotioi? Is it not 


©, 
I ®0 


penance, than to innocency. Conftantine the Great, 
before 


yoiion, 


Part 2 


IX. MAX 
before he was a Chriſtian, ſaw himſelf mo unhap- 
pily tained with the bloud ofthis allies. 7 hrodoſons 
the elder. was inflamed with choller, which colt ma- 
ny people of Theſſalonica their lives. Arcadius per- 
ſecured S. Chry/eftom, at the ſolicitation of the Em- 
preſs his wife. Honors his brother, who was very 
pious and innocent, and nothing warl:ke in him, and 
ever botter knew whar the white cock named Roma 
did.in whom he took plezſure,then the capital Ciry 
of the world,whereof he was Emperour. Th:odsſire, 
the younger, entertained love or hatred, accordirg 
as his Eunuchs and women dictated, 

Beliſarins,one of the bravelt Captains which the 
earth ever bare, had a very commendable ſonldier. 
like piety ; but did all at the will of Theodera the 
Empreſs, obſerving her paſſions, even to the raking 
the Pope, and putting him into priſon by her com- 
mand. Narſes who ſucceeded him,did wonders and 
ſubdued T«ri/a, rhe moſt valorous King which ever 
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But if you therein ſeck for a perfet humility ,con- 
{:cver what piſſed in the Council of Zyox, ard fee 
how he laboured to depoſe the Emperour Frederic & 
the ſecond, who was ruined in repata 1on in :he 0- 
wang of almoſt all the worid Other Princes who 
YIaye not alwaies their hands ſo innocent, bur that 
they readily invade the goods of others, when ſome 
religious pretextis offered them, would have been 
very ambitious to be enſtalled tn his place whom 
to they meant to deſpoil , but the univerſ:l conſent of 
great men, judged this throne could not be worthily 
lupplied, but by this great King : yet he notwith- 
ſtanding dechned ir, as a wiſe Pilot would a rock, 
and thought better to chooſe the extremity of all 
evils of the world among Saracens, than to mount 
to the Empire by ſuch wayes. 
But that which is moſt con(iderable inFhe matter 
we handle, may be obſerved in his valour, never 
weakned by his great devotion : for he was one of 


reigned among the Goths,he was very devout to the 20 the moſt courageous Princes in a cold temperature, 


Bleſſed Virgin,to whom he attributed all his viRo- 
ries, bur withall ſoinſolenr, that to be revenged for 
a word of diſdain, which his Miſtreſs the Empreſs 
of Conſt antineple ſpake, he SAVE Italy OVer as a prey 
to the Lembaras. 

Finally,ro conclude this Relation,and to ſpeak of 
that which more nearly concernethus,Charlrmaign 
was the greateſt Emperour of the world in matter 
of religion, valour, policy, l:berality,ſweetneſs,and 


and with reaſon, that was then under Heaven. It 
was courage,which taking him from the ſweet tran- 
quility ofa life wholly religious,cauſed him to leave 
a Kingdom repleniſhed with peace, contentment, 
and delyghts, to go to a land of Saraceys, and live in 
21] incommodities imaginable to nature, It was 
courage, which cauſed him ſo many times to expoſe 
lis royal and valiant perſon, not onely to the coyls 
of adeſperate voyage, but to the ſtrokes alſo of 


affability ; bur the love of women, though expiated 30 molt hazardous battels : witneſs, when at his arri- 


by ſharp penance, ſer blemiſhes on this Sun, which 
the memory of enſuingAges,hath much ado to waſh 
off. It is a ſtrange thing, chat God chaſtiſed the fins 
of the father in his own daughters, who had yery 
lictle care of their honour, through too free an edu- 
cation and indulgence of the Emperour,who ſpared 
the puniſhment of his own ſins in another, 

There hath not been almoſt in all the Monarchies, 
bur one S. Lewts,who was ſo like to virtue, that if ir 


val in /£gypr, the coalt being all beſet wich Sara- 
cexs,very reſolute to hinder :he paſſage of his ſhip, |, 
he threw himſclf firſt of all trom the ſhip into che 
water, where he was plung:d up to the ſhoulders, 
With his target about his neck, and ſword in band, as 
a true ſpeRtacle of magnarimity to all his Army, 
which encouraged by the example, came to rhe 
land,as the King had commanded The greatneſs of 
the tun is meaſured by a ſmall ſhadow on the earth, 


upon one ſide appeared incarnate to mortal eyes, 4qand there many times needeth but very few words 


and on the other ſhewed this great Kings, «there 
would have been much ado to know which were the 
copy, and which the principal. He had three things 
very recommendable in him, religious wiſdom 1n 
the brighreſt luttre of the world, Tumility planted 
even upon the rubies and diamonds of the Royal 
Crown,courage and valour invincible,in a devotion 
incomparable. ; 

Who would ſee a manifeſt token of his wiſdom,let 
him behold now his ſpirit in the greateſt concuſſions 
of worldly accidents itood ever in the fame poſture, 
without any whit forgoing the ordinary cxercife of 
his piery. One ſole aftion of his life, which was his 
raking in «Egypt, made what I ſay well co appear. 
This good King having loſt a great batte], which ru- 
ined all his affairs, ſaw che wide fields covered with 
the bodies of his ſervants, and Nilus overflowing 
with the bloud of his French, himſelf ſurprized and 
taken by his enemies, and led into the Saltay's Tent 


to 1/]uſtrate a great virtue. So many excellent pens 
have written upon his b.ave as, and made them 
{o well known to all the world, that it were to bring 
light into day, 'to go about io mention them. 
if ſome fay, He 1s to be as a pattern for Kings and Divers L- 
Lords ; Ladies, who ſhould manure devotion as an {uu 
inhericance for their ſex, ſhall never want great piecy- 
lights, and worthy inſtructions, if they will contider 
thote, who being more near to Qur Age, ſhould 
50 make the more impreſſion upon their manners. 

It we ſpeak of the endeavour of prayer, look upon gee the re- 
Barbe Zopely Queen of Polonia, who continuing verend Far 
days and nights in prayer, all covered over with ee. 
ſackclorh, affixed good ſucceſs to the {tandards of 8a. 
the Kirg her husband and for him gained barrels. 

Ifaccount be made of the chaftity of maidens.and 
ſequeſtration from worfdly converſacion, refle& on 
Beatrix dn Bois, who being one of the molt beauti- 
full creatures of her time, and ſeeing the innocent 


among clamours,out-cries,infernal countenances of gg flames of her eyes coo eafily enkindled love in the 


S$aracens,andall the images of death, able ro over:- 
whelm a ſoul ofthe ſtrongeſt temper: notwithſtand- 
ing though his heart were ſteeped as a ſponge ina 
fea of dolours and compaſſion, ever making uſe of 
reaſon, he entred into the Barbarians pavillion,not 
at all changing colour,andas ifhe had returned trom 
his walk in the garden of his palace, he asked his 
pages for his book of prayers,and taking it,diſpoſed 
himſelf to pay the uſual tribute of his oraiſons in a 
profound tranquility of mind , which 1 conceive to 
be very rare, ſince there needeth oftentimes bur the 
toſs of a trifle, to ſtay devotion, which is not arrived 
to the point of ſolidity, 


hearts of thoſe who had acceſs to her, pur her felf 
upon ſo rough a penance for other's fin, that ſhe 
was fourty years without being ſeen, or to. haye 
ſeen any man in the face. 
if you ſpeak of modefy,let wanton Courtiers be- 
hold Antonictta de Bourbon, wite'of Claudins, firſt 
Duke of Gx5/e,who after the death of her husband, 
was cloathed in ſerge,and wen continuallyamongſt 
the poor with her waiting women, to teach them 
the praRtiſe of alms. 
It charity be magnift'd toward perſss neceſficous, 
call your eye upon Anne of Auſtria, Q. of Poland, 
of? 8 -—— as 
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who accuſtoming to ſerve twelve poor people eye- 
ry Munday, the very ſame day ſhe yielded her foul 
up to God, when ſhe had ſcarcely ſo much left as a 
lictle breath on her lips,asked ſhe might once more 
wait on the poor at dinner, and that death might 
cloſe her eys,when ſhe opened her hands to charity. 
If the inftruRion of children be much efteemed, 
fix your thoughts upon A»ne of Hangary,mother of 
eleven daughters, and admire her in the midſts of 


Of Devotion. 


that ſhe ſhewed in all her deportments to be made 
for another manner of Crown, then that of Great 
Britain, $he for the moſt part ſhut her ſelf up in the 
Monaſteries of Virgins, and roſe at midnight to be 
preſent at Mattins. She was cloathed from five of 
the clock, not decked like a Queen, but contented 
with a fmple habit, ſaying, The beſt time ſhould be 
allowed to the ſoul, ſince ut is the better part of our 
ſelves. When ſhe had the poor babit of Saint Frax- 


her little company ; as the old Hen-Nightingale, xo cx under her garments, which ſhe commonly ware, 


'ving tunes and proportions of the harmony of all 
virtues, and fo breeding theſe young creatures, that 
they all proſpered well with excellent and worthy 

arts. 

: If you delight in the government of a family, 
which is one ot the cbiefeft praiſes of married wo- 
men, take !Kreftion from Margaret Dutcheſs of 
Alencon, who governed the whole family with fo 
much wiſdom, that order, which is the beauty of 


ſhe reputed her ſel brave enough. The Fridays and 
Saturdays were ever dedicated by her to abſtinence: 
but the Eves of our Ladies feaſts, ſhe faſted with 
bread and water, ſhe failed not to confels on Wed- 
neſdays and Fridays, and in a time when Commu- 
nions were very ſeldom, ſhe had recourſe thereun- 
to every Sunday. In tbe fore-noon ſhe continued 
ſix hours in prayer; after dinner ſhe read two whole 
hours the lives of Saints, and ſpeedily returned to 


the world, found there all its meaſures, and that if 20 Church, from whence ſhe departed not till night 


the domeſiick ſervants of other Lords and Ladies 
are known by their liveries , ſhe cauſed hers to be 
known by their modeſty. 

If you defire auſterities, look with reyerence on 
the hair-cloath and nails of Charlotte de Boxrboy, 
the King's Grand-mother , and behold with admi. 
ration Frances de Batarnay, who during a Widow- 
hodd of threeſcore years, was twenty of them with- 
out ever coming into bed. 


drave her thence, This was to cat honey and Man- 
na in abundance, in a condition which had too 
ſtrong ries for the earth, to be ſo timely aninhabi- 
tant of Heaven, 

Whileſt ſhe led this Angelical life , her husband, 
young and boyling,over-flowed in all ſo-ts of riot, 
and in the end came to this extremity, as to trample 
all laws, both divine and humane under foot, to re- 
pudiate his lawful wife, who brought him children 


If you praiſe chaſt Widows, who can paſs with- 3 to ſerve as pledges of marriage, and wed Aye of 


out anElogy, Elizabeth widow of Charls the ninth, 
who in a flonriſhing youth being much courted by 
all the greatMonarchs of the world anſwered, 7 hat 
having been the widow of a Charls of France, ſhe had 


concluded all worldly magnificencies, and that wothings 


more remained fer her, bat to have Jeſus Chbrift for a 
Fouſe, And verily ſhe ſpent the reſt of her days 
in a converſation wholly Angelical, amongſt religi- 
ous women, whom ſhe had founded. 


Bullen. 

Since this love, which made, as it were, but one 
Tomb of two parts of the world, never have we 
ſeen any more dreadful. The poor Princeſs, who 
was looked on by all Chriſtendom as a perte& mo. 
del of all virrue , was diiven out of her Palace and 
bed, amidſt the tears ard lamentations of all honeſt 
men, and went to Kimbolton, a place incommodious 
and unhealthy , whileſt another took poſlcflion, 


If conſtancy inthe death of kindred have place, go both ef the heart and Scep.er of the King. So thar 


{et the leſſon be hearkned unto, which Magaalen, 
wife of Ga#en de Foix gave, who having cen the 
death of a husband, whom ſhe loved above iall the 
world, and afterward of anonly ſon remaining the 
total ſupport of her houſe, made her courage to be 
as much admired among the dead, as her love was 
ettcemed among the living, 


And what ſtyle would not be tired in ſo great a 


multitude of holy and ſolid devotions,and who can 
but think the choice becometh hard by abundance ? 
unleſs we will ſay , ſuch as have been the moſt per- 
ſecuted, were the moſt eminent. Where ic ſcems it is 
anAR of theDivine Providence,to have many times 
Siven to vicious & faithleſs husbands, the beſt wives 
in the world,as Mariamne to Herod, Serena tO Di- 
eclefian,Conſtantia tO Licinins, Helena tO Fulian the 
Apolſtate, [rexe to Conſtantinns Coprouymus,T heode- 
74 to the Emperour Theoph: las, T heodelinda to U- 
thar,T hira & Gormonans King of Denmark, Chars 
latte de Albret tO Caeſar Burgia, Katherine tO Hen- 


of England. ry Of England. This Lady was infinitely pious, yea, 
Flor. Re- beyond [1mit. It is good to be devout in marriage, 


mond, 


and not to forget ſhe is a married wite , much way 
muſt be given to the humours of a husband, much 
ro the care of children and family , and ſometimes 


+ to loſe God at the Altar, to finde him in houſhold 


cares. ; 
But this great Queen only attefided the affairs of 
Heaven, and had already ſo litthe in her of earth, 


o 


on ” 


Pi 


» AY 


- 


here we may behold virtue aMiRted, and a devotion 
ſo conſtant, that the ruines of fortune, which made 
all the world tremble, were unable to ſhake it, She 
remained in ber ſolitude with three waiting wos 
men, and fouror five ſervants, a thouſand times 
more content, then had ſhe lived inthe higheſt glo. 
ry of worldly honour, and having no tears to be- 
wail her ſelf, ſhe lamented the mileries ſhe left be- 
hinde her, There is yer a Letter left, which ſhe 


© Wrote to her husband a little before her death, 


plainly ſhewing the milde temper of her heart , and 
the to: ce of devotion, which makes the molt infla- 
med injuries to be forgotten, to procure contormi- 
ty to the King of the afflicted , who is the mirrour 
of patience, as he is the reward of all ſufferers, 

My King, and deareſt ſpouſe, Inſomuch as already the hour of 
my de a'h approacheth, the love and offeftion I bear you, canſeth 
me to conjure you to bave & care of tht eternal ſalurtion of 

you! [0u!, which you ought to prefer before mortal things, or all 
worldly b!rſſings. 1t u for this immortal ſpirit you muſt neglett 
the care of yonr body, far the love of which you have thrown me 


© bead-long into many calamitics, end your own ſelf into iafinite 


diſturbances. But I forgive you with all my heart, humbly be- 
ſeeching Almighty God, he will in Heaven confirm the pardon, 
1 on earth give you, IT recommend unto you our meft dear 
Mary, your daughter and mine, piaying you tobe a better Fa- 
they to her, then you have been a husband to me. Remember 
alſu the three poor maids, companions of my retirement, as like- 


_wiſe all thg*reſt of my ſervants, giving them a whole years 


wages, beſides what u die, that ſo they may be a little recom- 
penged - fof the god ſervice they have done me, proteſting unto 
you in the concluſioſt of this my letter and liſe, that my eys lyve 
you, and deſired to ſee you, more then any thing nort al. 

i 7 
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X. MAXIM. | 
of PROPER INTEREST, 


% 


—_—_— RD 
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THE PROPHANE COURT. 


Every underſtanding man ſhould do all 
for himſelf , as if be were his own God, and 
eſteem no Goſpel more ſacred, than his Pro. 
per Intereſt. 


His Maxim of the Prophane Court, 
is the ſource of all evils, the very 
plague of humane life, and one 
way fay it is the T70jan horſe, 
which beareth fire and ſword, fac- 

cage and rapine in its entrails, from thence proceed 
ambition, rebeBion, ſacriledge, rapine, concufſion, in- 
gratitude, treachery, and in a word, all that which is 
horrid in Nature. 


piſloyal- 
ties that 
ſpring _ 
from tis 
Maxime 
limits of an honeſt preſervation of ones ſelf, flieth 
out as a river from his channel , and with a furious 
inundation covereih all the land, it overthrows all 
duty.and deep drencheth all reſpe& of honeſty. Men, 
who have renounced piety, if they peradyenture ſee 
themſclves to be ſtrong and ſupported with worldly 
enablements, ackowledge no other Gods bur them- 
ſelves. They imagine the 7-piter of Poets was made 
as they : they create little $»/taxs, and there is not 


Self-love , which ſhould be contained within the to {bree principal points, which conclude the perverſe- 


THE HOLY COURT. 


That proper Intereſt is a tyranny frame 
ed againſt the Divinity, and that a man 
who 1s the God of himſelf, is a devil to the 
reſt of the world. 


before they enjoyed air to breath in, 

Of fo many noble ſciences manured by our An- 
ceſtours, there almoſt remains nothing tor us, bur 
wretched images. There is an. induſtry eſteemed 
in the world above all other, called the ſl-ight of 
hand , which ſhews how to draw all to ones ſelf, 
to be enriched with the ſpoils of others, and tode- 
your many little ſerpents ro become a huge dragon, %g1;, « 
as faith the Greek ſentence. Now obſerve be ps. Ay 


F 

| p1y,des” 

neſs of this Maxim, the firſt whereof is tyranny, the : : ry 
ſecond ſacriledge, and the third dif " 
econd facriledge, and the third diſaſter, viiorlae. 

Firſt, itis a manifeſt thing, that tyranny, which xe:ſons 0- 

invadeth the ſtate and juriſdiction of the livingGod, 22in this 

1s moſt impious and audacious : yet the ſe& which Mit irs y- 

makes profeſſion now-adays to ſerve God with ex- azny. 


teriour ceremonies, and proper intereſts in the inte- 


riour of the heart,tyrannically uſurperh a right up. 
on the eternal power of the SovereignMalter,which 


any thing from whence they = not tribute, to 2015 to refle&t upon ones ſelf in all things, as his end and 


make their imaginary greatneſs encreaſe, When 
this blindneſs happeneth in perſons very eminent, it 
is moſt pernicious , for then is the time, when nor 
being awed by the tear of a God Omnipotent, they 
turn the world upſide down , to fatisfie miſerable 
ambition. And ſuch Princes there have been, who 
have rather profuſely lot the lives of thirty thou- 
ſand ſubjects, than ſuffered ſo much lard to be u- 
ſurped upon them, as were needful for their romb. 


Praftiie of 
worldly 
men. 
Ingrati- 
tudes 


rend their perry power what they may. They ob- 
ſerve men, ſound their means, their abilities, their 
capacities, their wits and diſpoſitions. They aceom-» 
modate all to their own pretenſions , they pull a 
feather from one, awing irom another , they flat- 
rer, promiſe, charm, and deſcend even to ſlavery, 
to mount up to the honours they aim at, no more 
afterward regarding their fortune wio holp them, 
than a nightly dream. 


ſovereign good. From whence you may very well 
conclude , his undertakings cannot be but ryranni= 
cal. Yet more to enlighten our thoughts and fireng. 
then reaſon, know there is an axiom of Nivinity, 
That God, as he can know nothing beyong himſelf. 
love rothing bur in himſelf, ſo he doth nothing bue 
tor himſelf, For in doing for himſelf, he doth all for 
us, ſince we have not any thing which tendeth not 
to. him as to the ſcope thereof, which ſubſiterh noc 


Others, whom birth hath not made Ceſar, ex- 3 in him as on its balis, which repoſeth nor jn him as in 


its center. So doth S. Thomas underſtand that nota- 
ble word of Triſmegiſtus, Onity hath produced nn;- 
ty, thatis to ſay, God only, Sovereign, and abſo=- 
lute, created one world , not many, az thence r= 
flefled his fervour upon himſelf , making all for his 
love and glory. Wherein he ceaſeth not to oblige 
us, fince we have neither love, grace, glory, great. 
neſs, or contentment, which cometh not from him, 
I find the interpretation of this paſſage much more 


The world 18 repleniſhed with ungrateful and bar- , , reaſonable the theirs, who made Mercary more'skt!- 


barous ſouls , who cannot ſo much as endure the 

ſight of thoſe , who formerly ſpent themſelves in 

their ſervice , thinking their womes a reproach of 

their crime, and there are ſuch tobe found , who 

will make no ſcruple to ſacrifice the blood of rheir 

| beſt ſervants at the Altar of cheir Fortune, Others, 

King4ome Who cannot reach to the height of worldly ambi- 

of partic®- rjg0n, bend themſelves witli all their trength to mo- 
lariaterelt, p ; 

ny, whereof they make a Deity, and run with full 


ful in theTrinity,than all the Prophets: which is con- 

firmed by the Author of the £oyprian Divinity, who 

inthe fif:h Book, fitth Chapter,liach an excellent Ma- Ag77 fri 

xim:T he firft Agent afteth nt for any exa, having #0. fa. ps 

thing more able than himſelf, for which he can aft. gi, qu64 
It is not ſo with man, For if he will well retifig 2 PP 

: fit proprer 
his ations , he muſt aR for an end, and for the £0. qued poſe 
vereign End , which, as faith the worthy Bretins in 32* 
- "46 Wie. . ' ; » Ducd nan 
the firſt Book of the Trinity , is not compoſed of 7; 


" if +4 


peed to the gainful hopes of houſes, Forthis, 5othis, orthat , but is Ffmply whar ir is, withour any {4 canwens 


friends diffolve the moft ſtable amities ; for this, al. 
liestear one another, families divide, Cities and hou- 
ſes burn : and when | more nearly conſider ir, I 
find it isa bleſſing from God , that women do not 
often bring forth twins , for they would perpetu- 
ally contend in this world , yea, in their mothers 
bellies ; who ſhould have the moſt land , even 


dependence : and purſuing this end, 1r1s necefſiry cle ie 
he proportion the means to the hurt he aimeth ar; quod ef. 
for from thence reſulreth that which they call good 105! t te 
eletion, which is a ſcience the moſt rare and necef[- * "ey 
ſary of the whole wo:1d. Now this wretched Ma- 

xim overthrows order ſo divinely eſtabliſhed , and 
mortifierh what it may if the mind of man, the con. 


{fideration 


20 | 
ſideration of the dependence he hath on God: It 
will enjoy that it ought to uſe, never to enjoy the. 
Divinity. It diverteth all creatures from the mark 
to which Divine Providence direRteth them, and 
draws them from the uſe ag eed uponin Heaven, 
to appropriate them on earth to the prejudice of 
the Creatour, 

All which is moſt excellent in creatures, is not for 
creatures who poſlels it. Light is in the Sun, but nor 


X, MAXIM. 


Part s. 


Of Intereſt. 


your ſelf ſacred gold or filver, nor transfer* to pro. Xquorr i 


phane uſes, what hath been dedicated to God , ihe a+ veer 
hike whereof is expreſſed in Laws Eccletiaftical, Ac- #3122» 
cording to which axioms, $S. Argrſtine ſaid tO Li- pScis 
centins, if you had found a goiden chalice, you e947: ;1- 
would give it tothe Church, -God hath granted (0. 


. you a ſpirit of gold, and | may likewiſe ſay, a heart $*%*<"" 


$011:;a0, 


of gold, when he waſhedand regenerated you by the Jus cans- 


the waters of Baptiſm:and now fo tar are you from nicum 
MOMS! Ut 


f . ” . \ : wWT”S 
for the Sun, waters are in the Ocean, but not for 10 rendring to your Sovereign Malter what is due to {,,.,,, 


the Ocean. God, who gives brightneſs to the one, 
and rivers to the other, would that both tend ro the 
commodity of men, thereby to pals on to the glory 
of the Sovereign Being. The Creatour{ ſaid an An- 
tient) made all the moſt noble creatures for to give 
themſelves, fo much hath he baniſhed worldly ava. 
rice, Kingdoms are not ſo much for Kingy, as Kings 
for Kingdoms , for they are made to do them good, 
and to preſerve them, asthe goods of God him- 


ſelf. So ſoon as one is born with fair and worthy 20 


parts, he is born for the publick, and he who would 
retain to himſelf what Providence gave in common, 
commits a Sacriledg in the great Temple of the God 
of nature : if he perpetually refle& on himſelf in all 
things, and draw all to himlelf, as if all were made 
for him, he oppoſeth his judge, and makes bimfelt a 
corrival to ſovereign Majelty. 

Beſides, ponder here the greatneſſe of this firſt 
Being which is invaded, the better to underſtand 


the violence of this tyranny. To whom would you 30 ceaſe to admire, when I conf 


compare God ? ( ſaith the Prophet 7/aiah.) God, 
2; azpen- who graſpeth the vaſt extent of ſeas in his fiſt. 
«: 11% God, who weigherh Heaven with all its globes in 
len 1er7a, the hollow palm of his hand : God, who ſupporteth 
Ps iS the heavy maſs of earth with three fingers of his 
montes,  power:God who poizeth mountairs in his ballance: 
celles in fta- (God, before whom the world, with all the huge 
1 Civerſity of its Nations, is no more than a drop of 


I:z1ah 40. 
* dew,or the cock of a ballance in the hand of a gold- 


im, that you make uſe ot that heart as of a veſſel 
of abomination, to ſacrifice your ſelf to devils. One ofa x. 
ſacrificerh to love, anocher to-revenge,. a third ro Vu, 
worldly vanity. As for you, behold you ate altegr. p29", ng 
ther upon particular ends, which take all the vi&t.ns 
from God,to throw them into the gulf of avarice. 

A man who bath conceived this Maxim in his brain ;,,um of. 
that his affairs muſt be diſpatched at what rate few 4 
ſoever, hath nothing of God bur for ceremony ; he 
hath created a Temple to a little devil of filver,who «=. 
fits in the middle of his heart, It is the objeR of all E357 
his thoughts, the bayr of all his hopes, and ſcope of ” 
his contentments : there is his Tabernacle, his Ora- 
cle, his P.opitiatory, and all the marks of his Reli- 

Sion, ] wonder why in Eccleſiaftes, where the com- 
monTranſlation ſaith, Al cheyeth moxey,another ve Zvaey 
ry ancient letter, and derived from the Hebrew Tg«9x%- 
pbraſe, bath, Afoney rexdereth all eracles for thar is it (47% 
which properly the word re/pcxdere Fgnifieth. Bur | $vne2s” 
der the courſe of the nv «vis. 
world : for in truth I fee money is like a familiar [77 
ſpirit, ſuch as heretofore Pagans and <orcerers kept ni. Pecunis 
in ſecret places, ſhut up in a casker, or in ſome bro- 74 
ken head, or the body of a ſerpent : when they be- Eccizs 15. 
came any thing irreſolute, they conſulted with their 1» 
Idol, and the devil counterfeiting voices through 
wood and metal, gave them anſwers. 

Now adays the Devil mony is in the coffer of the 
covetous,as in a Chappel dedicared to his name :and 


ſmith : God, before whom all Monarchies are bur 40 the Infidel, if he have any buſineſs to perform in bis 


duſt, and men but filly Graſhoppers. Were all 
mountains liketo Libanxs on fire, and turned into 
victims for his ſacrifices, it would be nothing in re- 
ipec of his Vajelty. 

Since then, you little worldiing,you politick ſpi- 
rit, will ſide againſt God,divide his Empire,raiſe an 
Altar againſt his, preferring your ends to his preju- 
dice, what do you call it.it not tyranny ,figce it is to 
enterprize upon the goods of your Sovereign, who 


family,thinks not at all co take counſel of God upon 
it, nor to appeal to conſcience ; but refers all theſe 
enterprizes tothe devil of filver who gives him forth 
crooked Oracles, Shall I buy a Benetice for one of 
my ſons, who hath no propesſion to the Church, buc 
it muſt be p:ovided,in what ſort ſocyer ? The little 
devil anſwers, Bzy,ſeeing you have moxy. Shall I cor- 
rupt'a faithleſs Jadge, whoſe ſoul I know to be alc. 
able,to gain an evil ſpirit? Do ſo, ſince you have mony, 


hath not any thing indiſpenſable from his laws, no 5 © Shall | be revenged upon ſuch a man,whom I hate as 


not ſo much as nothing ir felt ? 
-. Reafon Nay, it you afforded God ſome honourable affo- 
Ir is agrear C1ation (though that were tyrannical) 'it would be 
acr'3* more tolerable , but you allow hima wicked petty 
pi-inizy of intereſt of honour, ol gain, for companion, whica 
proper in- you plant in your heart, as on an Altar, and daily 
= preſentit the beſtparrt ofthe facrifice.It is to injury 
a ſuperiour,ro compare an inferiour with him, !r 1s 


ſaid, the very feathers ofthe Fagle are ſo imperious, 


the Eagle | 


death, by ſuborning falſe witneſſes, and engaging 
them by ſtrength of corruption in a bad cauſe? Tea, 
ſince mony gives thee this power ? Shall I buy this Of- 
hce,whereof | am moſt incapable, for never was I fit 
tor any thing, but to nraktile malice : Tea, fince it 5 
wony, which doth all, Shall I take Naborh's vineyard 
by force and violence, to build and enlarge my ſelf 
turther and farther, upcn the lands of my neigh- 
bours, without any limits of my purchaſes, but the 


Feathers of they will not mix with the plumage of other birds, 56 rules of my concupiſcence ? Tea, {ince thou as ao 


imperious. if they do, they conſume them with a dull file. And 

rp .7- think you to mingle God who is an incomparable 

| Wiſdom, a riches inexhauſtible, a purity infinite, 

with feeble pretenſions, which have trenzie for be- 

Sinning, miſery ſor inhericance, and impurity for 
ornament ? . 

The moſt barbarous Tyrants,as the Aſrzrntivſſer, 

found out no greater cruelty than to tie a Jead with 

a living body;and you faften thoughts of the world, 


dead and larguiſhing,wich God who is rothing but 70 y 0u not much infidelity, a great contempt of God, Fer. 


life. Thisis not a Gmple tyranny, but a ſacrileege, 
$The Civil Law faith, you muſt not app: opr:ate to 


it by force of mony : Shall carry a port in my houſe- . 
keeping, which is only fit for Lords,ſparing nothing 

from expence of the palate, nor from bravery, in 

ſuch fort, that my lackeys may -dayly jet up and prggon 
down,as well adorned as Altars on Sundays ? Yea, vis nummis 
f uce thou haſt the gelden branch in thy hand. Finaty, Paſiiew 
this is to ſay very little, but if thon hiſt ready n 0x7, 1.4 clauſum 
a [ire all thow wilt, it aÞ come to paſs. For thou haſt ##/#%t area 

Jorens. 


Jupiter Aut up in thy coffer, (faid rhe Satyriſt.) See Saryticon, 
plain Atheiſm? Voreover,that which likewiſe makes Irony 
this manner of proceeding more deteſiable is, rexr of 

that iarecclts, 


Part 2: X. MAXIM. Of Intereſt, 


that beſides its Empire incompatible with God, it his eſtate by injuſtice,deſerves he not well to be the 
inſinuateth with ſuch ſubtleties and pretexts of Re= objet of all the aims of ſlander, and the anger of 
ligion, as if it were moſt devour. Black fouls of Sor- God? Our Lord (faith the Scripture) ſhhatl wither 3.44 fr 
cerers,given over toall manner of execration,make up the roots of proud Nations. b. 

open war again!t God : they ſay, they are altoge- 
ther for Bee/zebxb, and keep the Sabbath to yield 
him komage , and have renounced all the funCtions 


397 


perbarum 
Will you fee the progreſtion and concluſion ther. jeje 
of : the Graſhopper, accordirg,to the ſaying of the Domino, 
| Prophet Foe, bath a ſhare bercin,to wit, in bravery <<< 18: 
. of Chriſtian piety: in recompence wherot they raiſe and riot of apparrel, the other part talls to the glut- Fm 
miſts in bright mornings, by the power which the tonous fly,which is the ſuperfluity of dier , and the med lrw- 
evil ſpicits gives them, that herbs and trees may die, 10 laſt is eaten by ruſt, as are unprotitable creafures of 5,67,09 
or ſuch like; for their witchcratts extend but to bo- the covetous, who almoſt all reſemble the fountain guy 
dies. But this furious co of intereſts which now of 7xpiter Hammon,ſo cold in the day time,one c:n- 5%*% 
adays ſo powerfully ſwayeth, belides that it ſucketh nor drink of ic, and fo hoc by night they dare not ks. 
the blood and marrow of the people, and bewitch- touch it. Inthe day of proſperity, they have bowelg <#?- 193: 
eth ſouls which come near it with manifeſt contagi- of ice for the miſeries of the poor, and in adverſity 
on, appears with ſemblances of religion and true their goods are all on fire, pillaged, burar, ard carri- 
Chriſtianity : although ir be impoſſible to ſerve ed away,by thoſe who leait deſerve to <njoy them. 
two Maſters, according to the words of the Saviour Finally,che day of Judgment muſt be undergone 
of the world, and to accord the Devil of proper in= to expiate many times by long,torments the goods 
tereſts with the Maxims of 7eſas. 20 we can no longer enjoy. Do we nct urderſtard 
Enemies the moſt dangerous are ever the moſt how the God of vengeance ſpeaks to the rich of the 
eovert, it were better almoſt to fall abſolutely into - earth,who are rich in iniquity ? To thee 1 come, the xzech.25; 
diſorder, then to be fleſh and fiſh, hot and cold, to great Dragon, who lodgeſt in the midfts of Rivers Ecce ego ad 
halt ſometimes on Baal's (ide,another while on the of Gsd and Silver,and fayeſt,7 be lows ane mine, * 


, . . N ic; magne, 1s 
Temple of Solomey's part, and never toferye God, I will put a bridle into thy mouth,and will iaften to «= is ins 
wwices fi but with a ſhoulder ; yea, with all manner of hypo- thy ſcales ſo many little fiſhes, as thou on every ſide © 
= « x S = . k. J nu% & - 
diem ofſes Crilie, *] wiſo thou wert hot or cold, but inſomuch as halt entrapped by ſo many injuſtices, ſo many con- 


cu, mens ef 


aut calrdwrs thou art lukewarm, bring neither hot wor cold, I wil cuſſions, ſo many falſhoods , and 1 will take thee #**%, 2» 
nam fre- 


<1 comedie 


GS vomit thee out of my month, out of thy element, outof thy honours and riches, "© 75: 
nee fridigus To all objections of Scripture and Saints, framed 30 which thou haſt abuſed, and 1 will thruſt thee into «i 114 & 
tongs againſt this Maxim, we have but one only anſwer ; thedefſart on the ſand reproachful,as thou art, faine F*umee2 
emevere ex 1t is the world,we cannot live otherwiſe the Goat muſk and deſpoiled, nor ſhallany man compaſſionate thy + 9.9 

yorny brouzs where he is tica. He who Worls live as an boneff miſery. Oh, hoW poor are they always, who are rich m__ "ow 
4. Reaſon, 14n, and not be according to the faſhion, ſhall ever ve with iniquity, Fur an 


——_— poor, To which I anſwer, It is fo far otherwiſe,that (a) But what if ſerving God faithfully im his vo- ** & pie 
mins «: 


vites ſao, one cannot be rich, perſiſting in integrity,thatr, who cation he muſt be poor ? © poverty, which didit re- por Peake 


nee fociabi- Will well examine families & houſes,ſhall find riches ceive the Son oiGod born,as between thine arms,in (-/ 5.Kea- 
fuck */- the moſt table, moſt honourable,anddelightfu] were a wretched ſtable, and who ſawelt him conclude his '” 


?rov, 10. EVEC On viriues ſide, as we may ſeein the examples innocent life in ſo great nakedneſs, that it had no _—_— 
of Abraham, facch, and David, it we will not learn zo other veil to coyer it but the blood which ouſhed b2rronr 
it by our own experience. The bleſſing of God maks from his wounds, muſt it needs be, thar having been of ponents 
the rich, and drives afflition from them. ſo much honoured by the King of Monarchs, and all »orifherh 
But quite contrary,the fortunes which proceed by Saints, who waited on him, thou here below fhouldſt 35 


crooked and ſiniſter ways, bring moſt dangerous et- be reputed as the dregs of nature , the ſcum of the uncreiis, 
fects along with them, for beſore their coming, they world the fury of bumane life?muſt Chriltians core 
cauſe toils and unſpeakable anxieties : but being ar. rothar pals, rather to deſire to be eſteemed crafty, 
rived,they expoſe aman to publick ſcorn,in ſteed of robbers, and excommunicates, then poor ? No man ems 1a 
making them worthy of regard , ſince they infſenſi- (faith Iſinntizu Felix)how poor ſocver,comesto the #7" #* 
bly are conſummate, andin the end, alwaies reſerve poverty wherin heis born, we ſhould poſſeſs all, had 6 7h, pore 
to him who poſſciſerh them, treaſures of anger and Fowe learned rode{ire nothing: but the rage row adays 5, 0/3 
vengeance, Would you ſee the proof of all I have frequent , to appear inthe wor!d what one is not, 7... 
faid ? Look on the travel beſtowed in purchaſe ofill the madneſs which maketh trogs deſire to ſwell like peſeidenews, 
gotten goods, and you ſhall find it was for that,the bulls, is the cauſe many ſtile a-reaforable fortune Mit: 
Saviour of the world called riches, thorns ; becauſe with the title of poverty, whileſt a thouſand and a Om 
thorns bare a fragrant flower, but the fruitis very thouſand who livein the world, in the midit of ex- 
bad, and which is more, they ſcrve for a retreat co treme miſeries,had they hit upon thy fortune, would 
Vipers.A filly gain,which in the beginning ſmiles to thinkchemlclves equal in point of telicitytoCeſar's, 
the eye, is the flower of the thorn: . but when it is One efteems himſelf poor, if he have not thirty, 
ſwallowed with great convulſion of mindand body, forty,fitty thouſand crowns to buy an Office, which 
it proves anill fruir,as likewiſe being involyed in an 60 is a fearful exorbitarce of our Age. One accounts 
impure conſcience, it is as the viper among thorns. himſelf poor, if he have not five & twenty thouſand 

Sins Ma- Will you therein obſerve publick ſcorn and indig- crowns to give with a daughter in marriage, when 

rubs nation? When you behold a man of baſe condition, the daughters of France had not heretofore above 
who by unlawful ways is come to great fortunes,he * ſix thouſand. Ore imagineth he is poor if vails ofan 
is looked on as the flea, which an Artificer fertered Office make not thirty or fourty rhouſand liyres of 
with a chain of gold,to make matter for gazers. 0) rent,when theChancellors of France had not in tor- 
the flea (ſaid one) it is well for her,ſhe wears a gol- mer time ſeven thouſand. O inſatiable avarice, the 
den chain;the baſeſt of vermin, bearsthe belt of mer= Cerberus, and gulf of mankinde ! whither haſt thou 
tals! 1s ſh2 not very miſerable, to have her liberty tranſported our manners & underſtanding ? No,no, 
ſo enthralled? Why was ſhe nor content to beaflea, ., here is not any man truly poor, who is furniſhed for 
and not to become a Lady ? Yet was this ſilly crea... / mate ps A which life isintolerabletonature: 
ture innocent ; but whoſoever exceſſively raiſeth and that which affrighterh (ſay you) is the gnawing 


care 


392 X. MAXIM, Of Intereſt. Part 2, 
care of houſe-keepirs, which ſhortneth your days, himſelf an hell in his own conſcience. If theſe 
and drencheth your lite in gall and tears. truths perſwade you not lrRoy the way of du- 
Azalnt Weak and faithleſs that you are towards the Di-- ty , conſider a man of intereſt in the following ex- 


the publla- yine Providence 


nimouss 


. do you not yet behold, your di- 
{truſt,your humane reſpeRs, your impatience is the 
ſaurce of all the evils which engult you? Little birds 
that flie in the air and clouds, lilly butter-flies which 
flutter through the meadows , painted with the en- 
namel of flowers, and flowers themſelves which are 
bur hay, repoſe with all ſweet ſatisfaRtion,under the 
royal mantle of the great Providence that covers 
all. Birds by his help , find grain fit for them, But- 
ter-flies ſack ouz the dew and juice of lowers , and 
flowers which live but one day , untold themſelves 


ample, and ſee by his ſucceſs, that there is no great- 
er unhappineſs inthe world , then to be tortunate 
contrary to the rules of a good conſcience, 


The tenth E x a m PLE upon the tenth 
MAXIM, 


2 of liberality,and unhappineſs of thoſe whe ſeek 


thetr own ends by unlawful ways, 


ANTIOCHUS the GOD. 


with beauties,that nothing yield to Se/sm0's magni- J Reſolved to preſent unto you in this Hiſtory prawn 
ficencies. There is pot any creature ſo little in the Antioc has the God,who made a God of bimſelt, fom the 
world , which lifrerh notup its eys to the paternal a man as much perplexed as unhappy in his aims, ro Dewel, 2x; 
hand of God, diſtilling dew and Manna , and is ne. oppoſe. him againſt Prolomens P hilade [phns,who was 5 a ry 
ver fruſtrated of ics hopes. There is none but you fr ce & generous;to the end theſe Pr Inces,as Contrary Spekniniy 
(O wrerched creature ) who having a reaſonable 20 1Nn qualities,as differentin their ſucceſles,may make Appian, 
ſoul , ſtamped with the image of God, ſuffer your you the more ſen{ibly ſee the truth of this excellegt 
diſcretion to contribute to the exceſs of your miſe- Maxim, When a great fortune ard a prompt will 
ries; (0.701 not well deſerve to be poor , ſince meet together, they produce excellent effects of libe- 
God is not rich enough for you ? rality. This Prolomey of whom we ſpeak,had one by 

Whoſe are the children which give you occaſion Nature , the other Com love, For he was naturally 
of ſo much care? Is it you (O mothers) who have diſpoſed to magnificence,8& the greatnels of his con- 
ſtretched their news , ſpun out their veins, num- dition ſeconded his purpoſes. The revenue he recei. Magnis- 


bered and knit their bones in your entrails? God 
hath made them , God will dire& them, God will 


ved from Agypr , might then amount to fourteen Face 


thouſand eight hundred talents, which were the mar- 


cence of 


bear them on the wings of his providence, God will 30 ter of his bounty, but the form reſted in his heart. He | 


diſpoſe them where you imagine not. Bur you 
would not have them ſuffer any thing; why then 


did you produce them into the number of men , if 


you be unwilling they ſhould participate in the 
burdens of men ? 


thought nothing to be his , but what he could give, 


ard was willing gold ſhould be drayyn {rom his trea- 
ſures, to relieve mens necefſſitics,as water out of the 


ſtreams of bis Ni/zs.To know how to give well,is a 


great ſcience. It belorgs not to all (ſaid Socrates) tO gi, a 


nefolution If you and they falling from a flouriſhing eſtate, manage the Graces well. Thereare ſome who give pud $10- 

ofgreaz ſhould be reduced to beggery , could you imagine fo ill, and to ſuch as merit ſo little, that the Graces 379m , 

i —— you might be forſaken by the providence of God, beirg Virgins by condition , are made proſtitutes **5 X* 
yea although you under- went the ſtrokes of war. throughthe ſortiſhneſs of their uſage But this Prince **5, 
fare, which his beloved Son did here on earth?What zo Was as wiſe in choice of perſons , as 1iberal to diftri. Tg Wev's 
ſhame would it be for you, if even thoſe who have bute favours. He willingly did good to thoſe who *3598- 
been in the world as great as Monarchs,are come to made profeſſion of true piety,& loved learning,wel F579 
this eſtate? Beliſarius , who thunder-ſtruck three Knowing it was to ſow ſeeds in « land rot ungrate- T9 _ 
parts of the world by the lightning of his arms, who ful. Jt is obſerved in all times rhat Princes & men of — 
had poſſcſſzd 211 which a great virtue might de- quality who have disobliged the Religious and :9 «iob- 
ſerve, all which a grea: fortune might give, having learned, have hadill ſucceſs in their affairs,and given 125 Acura. 
ſeen himſelf engraven on gold and tilver, almoſt e- their reputation as a prey to poſterity. That is it cd men. 


qual to the Emperour ?#ſtizian his Vaiter, came to 
that paſs throngh extream disfayour , as to ſretch 
out his hand tor aims, yea, did it couragiouſly, bra- 
ving his unhappineſs by an abundance of virtues : 
And you , who are much ſhort of his quality , de- 
jet your ſpirit in a flight humiliation befallen you. 
Rrſticiana wiſe of Boetizs,0ne of the moſt glittering 
beauties of Rowe , in publick miſeries ſaw her ſelf 
reduced to ſuch poverty, that ſhe was cloathed as a 
country woman,no whit therewith diſmayed , yea, 
appeared before the face of Kings in defence of her 
husband maſſacred : and you cannot endure to be 
ſeen at the Church in a modeſt habit , or a plain 
neck-kerchief, Alas your opinion, and your curio- 
ſity, is the greateſt part of your evils! 

Were it not better to undergo all the miſeries of 
the World, in the fidelity we offer to God, than 
through diſordinate love ot proper interelts, to be- 
comea devil? For what fitter title deſerves he, who 
doing all for himſelf, looks on himſelf as a Divinity, 
accounts other men who are under him, as flies ad 
catterpillers, tyrannizeth over inferiours, tormen- 


which loſt the miſerable Atioc hs , ſurnamed the 
Illuſtrious: for though his father had ſhewed him an 


Example ro oblige the Hebrews , who then ſtood 


moft eminent in Religion and divine knowledges, he 
unhappily engaged himſelf to torment them, and by 
this means heaped after his life a thouſand dilturban- 
ces, and darkned his name in an eternal Hiſtory. 


Much otherwiſe Pro/omey favoured the people of 


God with all ſorts of courtelie. For nor farisfed to 
have granted liberty to more then a hundred thou. 
ſand Jews, who were in his Te:ritories, even to the 
redeeming ſlaves at his own charge from Maſters 
who poſſeſſed them, he beſtowed moi!t coſtly gifts on 


® theTemple of Fer/alem.From therce diſtending his 


benefits to men of learning,he furniſh'd thatincom- 
parable Library, wherin inthe end were numbred 
ſeven hundred thouſand books, & having given the 
charge of it to Demetrius Phalerins,he cauſed to be 
brought thither,as we find in ſo many hiſtories, the 
books of the law,with theſeventy two Interpreters, 
who tranſlated them into Greek,to be a ſingular or- 
nament of his library.All this paſſed over with cere- 


ceth equals, ſiriketh at ſuperiours , breaketh laws , monies, magnificencies & the wonders which ſo ma- 


both divine and hamane, to haften unto gain or ho- 
our , and to amicipate his puniſhments , makes-to 


ny Authors recount, the King wept for joy,ſfuch af- 


feRion he bare to things divine , in compariſon of 
which 


Toſeph. 1.12% 
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Part 2: 
. which he no more eſteemed gold, then dirt.By which 
means he gained the affection of all men,cauſing him- 
ſelf to be beloved-and adored by the whole world, 
" Manners But Antiocha the Grd being as the Antipodes, op- 
of Amo» polite in manners to him,efteeming himſelt as a Divi- 
«ws. nity, thought upon nothing but to ſatisfie his ambi. 
tion, augment his revenues,and ſeek his own ends,to 
the prejudice of equity, & all the molt holy amiries, 
Which was the cauſe, that undertaking a wicked de- 
ſign of invading the Kingdom of Egypr,be ſet a huge 
wir = Army on foot againlt Ptolomens Philadelphxs, of 
gaink P'9- hom we ſpeak, without any pretext, bur the ſaris- 
un?  fationofancnraged condition which poſſeſſed him, 
Ptolomey, who for the love of books abandoned not 
the ſollicitude of war had pnrt his Kingdom into ſuch 
order, that he was able to byng into the fteld two 
hundred thouſand foot, and twenty thouſand horſe, 
beſides he had two thouſand carriages for the war, 
. four hundred Elephants , - an hundred and fifty tall 
» ſhips.$0 that Antiochxs coming with all the ſtrength 
of Afia to ſurprize him, found one ready to talk with 
him: for the Egyptian without any incommodity to 
bimſeif, tixcd and ſupplanted all his endeavours , 
which were grounded more upon paſſion, then goed 
diſcretion, This men loth to return with ſo much 
ſhame, be<ing unable to get a Kingdom, ſought to win 
a wiſe. He paſhonateiy courted Berenice,daughter of 
Prolomey whether he were in love with her,or whe- 
ther he would make uſe of OR to give 
ſome colour to peace, which could not be concluded 
without leaving on-his face the marks of his reme- 
, rity. Prelomey aPrince very peacetnl,readily inclined 
to the reſolution of matching his daughter with 
him,that he might quit his Territories of him; but it 
was underſtood he had been already married to La- 
edice, by whom he had children , which ſeemed to 
make this matter meerly impoſſible. Notwithſtan- 
ding this unhappy Prince, who betrayed God and 
men without refleing on any thing in his deſigns 
but proper intereſt, ſware deeply to give aſſurance, 
that he kept not Laodice in the quality ofa wife and 
Queen, bur of a Concubine , whom he would diſmiſs 
ſo foon as the love of a lawful wife ſhould poſſeſs 
his hearr.They who deſire,are ordinarily credulous, 
it was wiſhed peace might be purchaſed for the 
weariſomneſs of war,and this Princeſs muſt be ſacri- 
ficed 854 victim withour conſideration, that as faith 
and treachery upon one (ide were incompatible in 
the perion of Aatiochxs, ſo on the other, 7,aodice a 
Princeſs much like her hushand, would not ſuffer a. 
nother to lodge in her bed. 

Notwithitanding, the marriage is concluded, Bc- 
ced by 2 yexrce 18 COncucted tO Damietta by her own father, 
nargig tc. . . : 

&& who gave huge treaſures with her in marriao2, ſhe 

= ispntinto the hands of this falſe busband, who car- 

ried her to Babylon , the capitol City of his King- 
Zerenia COM, This beautiful Queen, who hadall artraRtive 
Gough graces 0n ber cheek, and the cadaccum of Aercury 
m her hards , by re#fon of the peace ſhe made be- 
rreth intO tyzeen two puiſſant Nations, was received with much 
_ applauſe, Beſides there went along with her a great 
number of mules laden with gold, filver, and all the 
moſt ſplendid riches of Zyypr. For the father, who 
was ſo liberal cowerds ſtrangers, had made ſpare of 
nothing to his daughter. The ſolemniry of marriage 
was pertormed vzith extraordinary pomp, there was 
nothing but games, theaters. publick joys ; Heaven 
—  fmiled,and the earth aflilted in theſe hymeneal rites. 
ares, There was one but Zaodice, who being repudiated, 
looked on theſe rriumphs with an owl-like eye, and 
a countenance furcharged with the vapours of her 

envy, which haſtened to raiſe a tempel}, 


It was en- 


wey en- 
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Che failed not to flie out in the beginning, and ro 
ſpeak whatſoever a deſperate jealouhie covld ſuggeſt 
ro her,to embroil affairs,& ſtir up the Kingdom: bur 
finding her ſelf not throughly ſeconded, ſhe.covered 
her ditcontent under filence, and the fury of her re- 
venge,underan apparanceotiweetnes,ſuppoſingcraft 
might afford that which force had bereaved her of, 

Beholding her ſelf far diſtant from Court, and put 
into a condition wherein ſhe could not diſtu:b any 


10 thing, ſhe with a malicious prudence difſembled all 


that which lay on her heart, feigning to have no 0- 
ther pretence upon the Kings marriage, but that ſhe 
onely deſired to.gain trom him ſome ſolace,to ſweet- 
en the change ot her fortune, 


Forthwith ſhe wrote a letter to King Azticchns , 


very cunningly excuſing lrer ſelf of all had paſſed , 
and ſhewing : 


That if (he at the breinaing ſpake a litile too baldly touch- pre; cums 
ing the alteration he had made in his Kingdom, it was a folly ring. 
pardonablcy ſince it wntly proceeded from the love ſhe bare him. 

That the disfavonr ſhe ſuffered by being deprived of a God, 
ſeemed at firſt ſo harth unto ber, that ſhe could fiad no means to 
digeft it : But that time hed ſhewed ber ſome part of ber duty, 
aud her evil ſorqune daily taught ber the humility, (he could 
never lian in Empire. That ſhe acknowledged it was not for 
ber ty cont: oul hu affetions, but ob*ervc them ; and ratbe; to en- 
lertain admiration for btr who bath the 1onowr to enqoy 11s love, 
then envy its Toat (he now bath ao care to think on Thrones 
and Scepters, but that the /overeign bappineſs, wherein ſhe de- 
fries to breath out the 3 emarnder of ber miſerable life, us to ap- 
proach aear his perſon, more dear then all the world, and to be- 
hold with aneic more 4anocent then ſh: had done, the proſpers'y 


ZOof bu «ffars. 


Anticchus was very well ſatisfied with Queen Ze- 
renice, and already had by her a fair ſon, who was as 
the ſeal of marriage : yer touched at the beginning 
with ſome compatiion to lee Leoaice fo humbled, he 
gave her leave to come nearer him, which Berexice 
all made of goodneſs, and over-credulous, never 
ſought to hinder, 

She returned with ſhews of humility, pretext of a- 
mity, and admirable conformity. 4nt:cchrs ſaw her, 


46 and readily entertained her with diſcourſe & witty 


merriments, thinking her unable to re-enkindle his 
affeRion : bur ſhe ſhl had a commanding beauty ac- 
companied with a wily wit, and a yoluble torpue of 
power to win love, which the other very ealily laid 
hold of, thoug!1 he ever managed ir tro his own ends, 
The Chronicle of Alexanaria bath a remarkable 
paſſage, telling, that Per/exss looking on the head of 
Meduſa which he had cur off, rook in poyſon from 
it, whereof he became blind. We mult not too muci 
truſt theſe beauties and loves, which after a long 
courſe of ſway ſeem dead, when they but diſappear, 
Flames ſometimes break ont of wrinkles and aſhes, 
to inflame hearts they bad heretofore poſſeſſed. 
Antioshus quickly felt the Ring of this Gorgos , 
whoſe inſolence he thought he had vanquiſhed. For 
having formerly ſurprized him by fl;ghr dalliances, 
ſhe renewed her battery, and by force of her conti- 
nual conyerſation, began to pofels him as much as 
heretofore. Berexice retained rothing in all this great 
pomp of her fortune, but countenances and ſhews , 
whilit the other became Miſtrifs of his heart, and 
had fo bewitched the ſoul of this God, as to make 
him become a beaſt. The wicked woman ſtaied nor 
there, bur infinitely deſirous to place ber ſon Selex- 
cxs in the throne of the Antiechaſſes and fearing the 
matable condition of- this unfortunate lover, pre- 
vented his inconſtancy, and gave him, ( as faith $. 
Hierom) not the NeQar of Gods , but the poiſon 
appointed for offenders ,to ſend him ſpeedily un- 


70to the other world. Preſently afterſhe cauſed her 


ſon to be proclaimed King by the ſubtle praftiſe 
of two powerfull Favourites , who aſſilted her 
Dd4q in 


X!, MAXNIM. Of Craft. Part.z; 
in this affair, and at the ſame time laid hold of the ſervants. Three maids ſurvived this aſſaſſinate,who 
lictle ſon of Beyeyice, and gave bim unto two mur- bathing the Queens body with their rears,and bum- 
derers, to butcher bim. bly kifling all her wounds, cloathed her again with 

Behold whither the miſchie* ofa woman, abin- Royfl garments,and laid heron the bed, invoking 
doned by God , reaſon and all humanity, goeth, Heaven and its powers to their aid, The people 
when incenſed love and blind ambition havelet Aocking with the bruit of this great murder, envi- 
looſe the rains to diſorder, The poor Queen ex- roned the Caſtle, and put the murderers to flight, 
treamly overtaken by this d; hu 2h came forchin who durſt not then boat to have committed this ex- 
publick with her gceat ſorrow, conjuring all the  ecrable aſſaſſinate. 
world with tears & ſighs,able to rent rocks aſunder. 10 The Queens maids on the other fide carried them- 

To take pity of a poor ſtranger their lawful Ducen,c whobad ſelves very diſcreetly among ſuch extream dolours: 
nodded bn, znbc to : F 6 " _ =_ A oy ry oops "n foras yet forbearing to publiſh Beyexice's death for 
'Jot £'6E MT PCT DUSDanua, 014k MINTACT ne F'itle innocent, - _e" + Ton 

nd toe yh x rk to the c ewn, would for full grenuptih= fear of ging advantage to Lacaice's plots , they 
meat of cruelty, ferce th: mother (0: Then ſhewing ber boſom, ſhewed themſelvesat a window,and told the people 
added, She was ready to receive theretn the blovdy ſword , their Miſtriſs had been wounded by the cunning 
which ad cut off he life of her moſt precions cvild, in an age (6 practiſes of Laodice,but that (thanks be to God) the 
tender and lament avle, if the people thovgh! :t mig! be for the wound was not mortal. ſhe onely tood in need of 
Kingdoms good; but what conld it braefs: them toſree a deplo- ( berlo reſt and d 4 ho hack 
rable Onecn torr in pieces before their eyes; ho bad no other ome little relt,and 00d attEngance, tO taxe DIeat 
6rime, but ber mavegrity towards them ? and be cured, to the end ſhe might acknowledge 

The people were ſo moved with this diſcourſe, 20 their good ſervices. Polyenxs faith, that the buſineſs 
that they cauſed Berexice to ſave herſelfin the beſt being drawn at length, & the people deſirous to ſee 
fortreſs of the City, and inſtantly demanded their the Queen, the maids put a counterfeit into the bed, 
yours Prince might be brought forth. The mur- dreſſed uptor the purpoſe,and framed ſome words, 
derers (as Pelyenn's affirmeth) already miſdoubting feigning a low & mourntul accent of their Miltriſs. 
the peoples fury,had prepared a ſuppoſititious child, This cunning held the ſubjeRs in obedience,and the 
who marvelouſly well reſembled the young Prince, enemies in tear, whileſt a Courtier diſpatched ro 
& preſently producing him cloathed in his garmen's Ptolomey the ſon of Philadelphys, advertiſed him of 
they for ſome time appeaſed the ſedition, The all had paſſed. He failed not to haſten ſpeedily to Ba- : 
wicked Laodice, ſeeing her buſineſs ſucceeded not b6ylon with a potent army, where he ſurprized the 
to her mind, feigned much to defire a reconciliation 30 Conſpiratours, affrighted with the image of their 
with Berenice,and by practiſe of the miniſters ofher crime. Callinicns fled, and was afterward ſlain by a 
fury,fourd means to get ſome companies to ſteal in- fall from his horſe.-The wicked Laodice was taken & 
to the Cittadel,whither ſhe was retired, who cut the led to puniſhment, where the people underſtanding 
centinels in pieces, and killing all the Queens offi- thedeath of Berepice,and the dreadful exorbitances 
cers, came to her chamber to murder her. It wasa ofthis wretched woman, meant to have torn her in 
pittiful ſpe&acle to behold the poor maids, who © pieces, loading her memory and aſhes with maledi- 
were about her perſon; for ſtanding in deferce CQions. The Kingdom was for a time reduced under 
above the ſtrength of their ſex, they pulled the wea- the obedience of the King of ,Egypr, who carrying 
pons out of the- ſouldiers hands, running up and away infinite riches, & eſtabliſhing Governours in 
down amidſt ſwords and partiſans, like Lyoneſſes, , _ Provinces,returnedto his own country.One may ſee 
until many all blondy fell atthe feet of their good * by this hiſtory,that men of intereſt deſirous to {wal.. 
Miſtrifs, leaving an eternal monument of their va- low all by ways unlawful, looſe their fortunes, ho. 
lour and fidelity. The poor -Berexice was amongſt =nours, and lives, leaving their ſouls to the pains of 
the dead, unworthily maſſacred on the bodies of her hell, & their memory to the execration of poſterity. 
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That the life of curious wits is not governed 
but by fittion, and that the deceiver {till finds 
fuch as will be deterved. 


That Sincerity is the Queen of virtues , 
and that the deceiver is taken in the ſnare 
he prepareth. 


E? RaxT, one of the prime 'Maximsof anilſ over {imple filence , and ifhe muſt labourin it, to 
4 


PP —  — —— 


Diſsimula- 
tion. 


Court,is now adays become the leſſon of firike the beſt ſtrokes by the help of the rongue. 
allAges,cach ſex,and condition;and it ſeems From thence it cometh to paſs, that children are 
to many, that to proſper well in ſubtleties, is the framed to this exerciſe almoſt from their cradle. Wo- 
flower of wiſdom,and utmoſt period of felicity. All men, yea,they who make account to refine in deyo- 
are not fit for arms,learning picks out wits with too tion, keep now adays ſhops of counterfeiting : the _ 
much advice, artsare painful, and require in thoſe © great-ones think it i$ their trade, the mean,who are 2 fimale- 


who profeſs them ſome ability,which is not produ- as their ſhadows, take the ſame courſe, The worldih ery ; 
ced but by time and muchinduſtry. becomes a Theater of fiftions, where truth hathwhere- 


But in the myſtery of counterfeiting, difſembling , > much ado to be known, ſo many falſe viſages are 
and guile, every one perſwadeth himſelf he therein = _ it. To ſpeak truly, one would fay the earth 
can quickly acquire ſome skil, & be able to triumph =bÞzd changed its nature, and were now become a Sea, 
where 


Part 2: Xl, 


where the _ [:ke poor creeping worms, are a- 
bandoned to the malice of the moſt ſubtle. It was a 

worthy ſpeech of the Prophet, who ſaid ro God, A 

wabac. 1, 1aſ#, Lord ! have you then made ſo many mortals, like 
14. ly fiſhes, and wretched warms which have wo - moaj 
. ment ? Deceit hath ſowed its ſubtleties every where, ut 


Fad 
mines qua/t 


pſces marir, hath every Where pred ucts and ſnares,and utver cea- 
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will avoid you, and the firſt of your afflitions ſhall 

be to looſe light ofir. O my God, what a bold enter- 

prize 15 it to draw a ſtrorg adverſary upon us,and to 

provoke thy juſtice, when we may enjoy thy Cle- 

mency /! . 
Remember you the ſon of Cyrxs,who cloſely at. 3,924 

tempted on Erhiopia with his arms,avd prepared to ring of 

make war axpinil it ? but the King thereof to ſtay #bopin- 

him, was pleaſed ro ſend him his bow, and cauſed to *P 


3cs5 


own crime, as if it were a virtue, and maketh ſacri- 10 be ſaid unio him, Ad kuxc venrs,that is, you come a- 


& 9% (eth to drive, take, and entrap : andit ſeems would 
rani  catchthe whole world with its hack, It rejoyceth at its 
feces with the inſtrument: of miſchief. It judgeth of 
happineſs by the multitude of preys, and acknowieageth 

o oth:r Ged, bat its own gooa fortune. 
2. Now as for you , who are perſwaded in this 
Maxim, that to proſper in converſation with men 
and affairs of the world, neceſſarily the foxe's skin 
muſt be pur on, ſimplicity being too ſottiſh and dif- 
armed to bear any ſway in humane life. I pray. at lei- 
do wh ſure conſider ſome reaſons which 1 intend to pre- 
coun:er- ſent, and ratber weigh them in the ballance of judg. 
feiriog-” ment then of Paſſion. Firſt know, that in the inſtant 


mifkof You reſolve to be crafty, to be a lier, a decei- 

xeuth, yer, you proclaim war againſt a great Divinity , 
which will follow you ſtep by ſtep all your lite time, 
which will diſcover you when you ſhall not x&now 
it,even to the bottom of your thoughts, which will 
overthrow all your pernicious intentions, and hold 
the ſword of God's vengeance over your head,evea 
to the gates of hell, 


The Po" take refitance, if you as yer know it nor, is truth, 
the moſt ancient and admirable of all virtues,which 
hath ever been, and which faal never end;nay,could 
you make your thoughts penetrate into an abyſs of 
I time, and could you flic * wen gh ten millions of A- 
ges, there ſhould you find truth, But it you fy, it 
was not before Heaven and earth, and that in pro- 
nouncing this word , you had ſome reaſon (which 
cannot be) at the leaſt denying verity, and ſpeaking 


-aveuft. 1. 198 It runs through time (faith $_ Anguſtine) nor 
2+de uber. being under the laws of time , it paſſerh through all, 
ab. _ andfhiftech not place, it is hidden in night, not ob- 
Non pera7 Spe. . 

wr iem-o1e, {cured by night, it is in the ſhadow, not ſhut up in 
men mzr#t ſhodows, it 15 not ſubject to ſenſe, tince it ſwayeth 
pants Ovcr underſiandings. lt is always near us, nay,let ns 
pirer , nec rather ſay, Itis within us, or welive init, andal- 

bra m- GPIES - . 

amis, thoughir do not occupy place, it poſſeſſerh all place 
wec ſerfilms 1N 11S Empire. It exteriourly giveth notice, it ap- 


copors prearech inwardly; it turnech all into the better, and 
felis 15 not changed by any | 'orſe, Of it, unleſs be- 
__ anged by any into worſe. Of it, unleſs be 
proxims, , lied, one cannot think ill, and wi:hont it, unleſs b 
emi us 4 


Gemoicerns, Alatrery of felt prefumprion, we cannot enough dif- 
&c. cern,W bat then ſhall we ſay more,fince God himſelf 
is Truth, verity of Eſſence, verity of Reaſon, verity 
of Specch, as Theologie teacheth us, All virtues are 
truely for him, bur he is not called by their names, 

(a) Egofum AS he is by the title of cruth. (4) It is the apple of bis 

od nga eye, his hearr, his ſolace, bis delight, his power, his 

Joan, 14 l : 

20. nothing but verity.It penetraterh all virtues, as fire 
and light do all the parts of the world. There is not 
any thing fo viorious or triumphant in all great- 
neſs , forit never ceaſcd ſince the beginning of the 
world to cruſh heads which rebel againſt light, Ir 
ha:h untwiſted ſo many webs, ſcattered fo many 
wiles, overthrown fo many lies, brought ro nothing 
ſo many ſe&s , deſtroyed fo many humane powers, 
trampled under foot fo many dragons. And you 


gainſt the Maſter of this bow. He was fo amazed 
ac the ſight of this armory, that he ſurceaſed from 
the temerity of bis counſels, to provide for the ſafe 
ty of his perſon, Now had you ſeen the arms of 
truth, which from ſo many Ages bave quailed ſo ma- 


- ny monſters, and gained ſo many victories, you 


would fear conteſt with ſuch a Princefs.Sh2wil never 
torſake you, it you renounce untruth , 2rd if you do 
it not on earth, you wil be enfo'c2d to do it 1n hell, 


20 Hippocrates gave the cyes of a {lar to truth, but 


ſhould he have ſeen her face more uncovered, he Hips ep. 
had ſaid it was a Sun, which illuminatech by its '*: 
light, animateth-the beſt ſpirits by its vivacity, as it 
Ciflipateth the miſts of lies by virtue. | 

3. Beſides, not content with this, when you in this *;A<00: 
manner undertake diſcourſes of ilk, and promiſes of rion rui- 
wind, to reveal a ſecret , to lay ſnares for the ſim. "= ar 
plicityofa man, to ſatisfie your paſſion,or ſerve your 
encs, you-comrait another crime moſt pernicious to 


This puiſſant adverſary againſt whom you under- , , humane fociery,for you ſeek by theſe fleights to ru- 


in all belict and fidelity, The ancients mede fo much 
2ccount of human Gi, which is conſtancy and ſted- 

faltneſs of words conſonant to the heart, and per- 
formance of promiſes , that the Ro»wanxs placed it in 

their Capitol, cloſe by the ſide of their prime Divi- 

nity, and one of their Poets durſt ſay, Faith was be. F*celere 
fore Jupiter himſelf, and that without it the world ao ys 
would not be, and that it was a Divinity wbich had forivs. :i- 
a Temple in the hearts of men, the moſt purified and Þ*. oe 


* , ba Li . , Jovem ge- 
truth, yer muſt you fird truth; ſo neceſſary is its be- 4 beſt worthy of God. If with ore [irgle g'ance of an verawm 


eye,you might ſee the world as a buge 1] heater, you 197m” 
therein ſhould behold Empires, arms, laws, Cities, :s, - 
Provinces, fciences,arts, riches, infinite magnificen= 

cies, you would be enforced to fay, the bafis which 
ſupporteth all this . ca majeſty of Common- 
wealths, is fidelity, without which, C ities would ra- 

ther reſemble Cyclopean Caverns, then temples of 

peace and juſtice. But if you deftroy it, not by im- 
providence or frailty, but by the form of a fetled 


o life, and by example cauſe others to imitate you, is 


it not tooverthrow all that which is beſt eſtabliſh- 
ed, and to profane whatſoever is molt holy ? 

4. You perhaps will ſay, publick virtues little cor. 3. Kezſon, 
cern you, ſo you may adyance your particular inte» Cit . | 
reſts.1 wil nor tell you , this anſwer better becomes io the an- 
the mouth of a Tartar, then a Chriſtian , but 1 dare tour ot i:s 
wel aſſure you,theſe ways of craft and deceir,which 
ſo much pleaſe you,arc moſt prejudicial to your ho- 
nour,and moſt fatal for your ruin. For firſt of all, ſay 


wiſdom, his throne, and dignity, All what God 1s,is 69 you be a man of quality, you are not ſo unnatural , 


but you have ſome ſenſe of honor. Now reſt aſſured, yy: 
nothing ſo much vilifierh you as to be reputed acraf- meu, 
ty man,who carrieth labyrinths in his heart, & ſnares 

in his tongue. Dios Chr7/cſtomus judiciouſly obſer. 

ved, that nature gave ſubtlety as an inberitance to 
creatures,the molt feeble and abjeR,asto Apes, Fox- 

es,C ats,& ſpiders: but the moſt generous,as Eagles 

and Lyons, know not what flights and wiles mean, 

We muſt likewiſe affirm, all the moſt eminent and 


who p.etend to be thecunning and refined ſpirits of _ _ divine ſpirits are very naturally inclined to ſincerity: 
thet1me, renounce it , you take up arms againkt it, / © and that it onely belongs to inferiour ſouls;and ſuch 


and are not afraid of it, youthink to avoid it, but it 


as diſtruſt their own ability ro amuſe themſelves in 
Ddd 2 ſearch 


396 
ſearch of inventions and tricks, to myolve thoſe, 
who treat with them by che way of ſincere freedom 

See you not, mirrours render forms when they are 
leaded ? and think you natively to repreſett the 
draughts of verity, unleſs your ſoul be ſolid and ſta- 
ble, ſupported by its proper weight, on conſtancy & 
magnammity? Fcxcca noted, that women the moſt 
deititute of ttrength are moſt inclined to fraud and 
doubleneſs of heart, ( what Iſpeak, nothing concern= 


*ubtle wo- 
mens. 
Soneca in 
Octavi2s 
Peſtos m- 


XI, MASNIM. 


thouſand Geryons, infinite many Charibdes, and Lngwn 
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Of Craft, 


Syrens,who lay ſnares for you, who undo you, who "4, 


ruin you, who ſtrangle when they ſeem to embrace nan; og ra 
you. Can you then admire,jf among the tx abomy. mon 
nations of the heart of man,deceit be one of the tirſt, "ou 
Laws have not ſeverity enough, arms rerrour, nor 
ſcaffolds puniſhments,to chaſtiſe,affright, rorment a 

man with a double tongue and heart, who perſecu- 

teth truth, killerh faith, poiſoneth triend{lip, and 


rave 4 eth the prudent 'and generous, who know how to x© many times plotteth effects of death even in a ban- 


is jed vi» correc infirmities of ſex by virtue)but our daily cx- 

"344%  perience teacheth us, that there are of them very 

crafty, and ſuch as under a pure and delicate skin , 

with a rongue diſtilling honey, otten hide the heart 

ofa panther, all ſpotred over with ſubtlety, as the 

-_ $kinofthis beaſt with diverſity of mirrours. Their 

30-14 throat is more ſlippery then oy], (faid the iſeman) 

14 9a; a6. but in the end you find effe&s more bitter then 

1m. worm-wood; and more penetrating then a two edged 
a:uta quaſi 


oladins bs 
ceps. would in all things feem more then a man, ſhould 
*:04-5+* take upon him the vices of women, and inclinations 
 _._ onely fitfor filly creatures ? | 

——_ _ Itis aſtrange thing to ſee what the light of nawre 
inthe light dictated to the ſouls of infidels, ſo alienating- them 
oi naru'e- from all manner of deceit, that they made ſeruple 
pecad. 5. £O treat with their enemies by way of difsimulation, 

Welcarn in Titus Livins,that one called Philippe, 

giving an account to the Senate,what he had nego- 


quet,the ſolace ot life. 

5. All this is to no purpoſe will ſome Polyphemns {fc —_ 
fay,ſo that one proſper in the wor!d,cither by trea- nicious. 
ſon or craft, little heed mult be given to the judge-, 
ments of certain men,who are only able to bark at 
our fortune, rot to hinder our felicity. Here now 1s 
the knot of the buſineſs, wherein we mult con{ider , 
that beſides that the ways of treachery are laborious 
and ſhameful , they always carry along with them 


ſword.What ſenſe is there that a Noble man, who 20 the confuſion, miſery,and ruin ot thoſe who embrece 


them. Who diggeth a pit ( faith the pyiſcmay ) Qi foi 
ſhall fall into'it, and the (tone ſhall return back on/{17 
his head who threw it, The reputation of honelty is & 9: vot- 
ſo neceſſary in the manage of affairs,that ſuch as jolt © 7s 
integrity of manners, ſought to retzin the bark, to 44 «2. 
cheriſh a renown amongſt men, ſwolen up with P:9v 26-27 
ſmozk and impoſture, A deceiver tears nothing fo 

much as to be diſcovered,and to lay open the tacc of 


deſigns which he cloſely worketh tor the ruin ot 0- 


tiated in the Court of the Aſacedexiay King, decla- 30 thers. Judge now how hard a matter it 1s, to praCtile 


ring particularly the courſe he took to entertainPer- 
ſeus under pretext of peace, and to feed him with 
tair words, the old Senatours ſtood up, and aloud 
proteſted much to diſavow ſuch proceedings as mat- 
ters oppolite to Roman generolity. Violence ( ſaid 
that great Captain Braſidas) though it ſeem unjuſt, 
1s always more excuſable in a man of authority then 
craft, which ſecretly contriveth ſome black buſi. 


Thucid. 


neſs under colour of amity, What could there be ' 


at this preſent in the world with ſuch proceedings 

in an Age moſt vigilant, and where little ctuldren Troubles 
are almoft grown wiſe, What a trouble 1s it to hide 900 mile: 
your jugling in a Court, where are ſo many Arg | ver IGA 
eyes,who perpetually watch upon all actions. It one c 

be ſurprized beiore the at, he muſt expect to be 

flouted even by foot- boys,& uſed like one who can- 

not hit upon it to be wicked although this trade be 

very eaſie,and who having ſold his conſcience to de- 


Hatredand MOTE Od10us 1n nature,then a man, who to deceive 40 vils, knows not how to evict payment, unleſs he plead 


horcour of the world, might have the art to change faces every 
coub.£0t'* our, and ſeem ſometimes white, ſometimes black, 
ſometimes gray, another while grizly , ſometimes 
hairy,another while beardleſs, in luch ſort, as to be 
meeriy unknown to thoſe who ſhould treat with 
him? Now what decetvers cannot do on their fa- 
ces,they act in their ſouls through a range profa- 
nation of Gods Image,they take upon them a thou. 


{and countenances, and a thouſand impoſinres, to 


'tin hell.But ifa man ſome one time come to the 
point of what he proje&ed,which he can hardly keep 
trom breaking through the ears of others , ( they 
who aredeceived; ſeldom wanting eloquence eithec 
in themſelves or their own :aſhes, were they dead, 
to:decry treachery ; ) yet muſt he heareafter tor one 
trick of craft, looſe reputation & credit,two pillars of 
diſcretion. All the world will avoid you 2s a rock or 
a monſter, what ever you do,yon have but one heart 


train a poor victim into the ſnare. They flatter, they 50 and oneitongue, to invert and tell lies:bhut you ſhall 


promiſe,they fwear,they proteſt, they call Heaven 
and earch to witnefs,you would take all their words 
for eternal truths:but if you ſpeak to them an hour 
airer, ard that it be time to pull off the mask, they 
with a brazen brow will deny all they ſaid, they will 
mock at all they promiſed, and diſzvow all they have 
done, with the ſame lips which betore contrived it, 
71.1. Bib What Behemoth, what Leviathan was ever beheld 
ſo prodigious in nature ? 

1 know Creſ/as among the great rarities of the 7y- 
dies,makes mention of a Martichore, a beaſt which 
hath che face of @man, and the body of a Lion, who 
counterfeirerh che ſound of flutes ro charme paſſen- 


lot p+*7:; 


gers, and then entrappeth and kills them with the 
tail of a ſcorpion. all briſtled with pricks,and which is 


more, makes the ſame ſerve tor bowe / arrows; and 
quiver, Needs muſt this be terrible ; but to ſee 1: be- 
fore our face, is to bave one bealt for an. enemy, 
which may by prudence be avoided, which may by 


raiſe a thouſand againſt you by it: For all choſe who 
know you praGtile this trade, and that you make it 
youf endeayour to deceive,will bend all their linews 
and ſtrength, to entrap youin the ſame ſnares you 
laid for other; in ſuch ſort, that you ſhall become a 
prey aimed at ( ifit were poffible) by all the world. 
Where have we ever ſeen a deceiver to proſper 1n Dreadful 
all his enterprizesto the yery end ? You may as well 54e0:5 of 
number the waves of the ſea, and leaves of trees,as © 


6c recount the lameatable ard tragical events of all 


theſe common cheaters,who never had the power ta 
avoid God's vengeance. The pernicious Afackiavel, 
who taught the art to deceive, produceth the exam. 
ple ofan infamousPrince,whoſe impoſtures ſucceed» 


_ ed ſ0ill that by miſtaking, he drank the poiſon pre- 


pared by himſelf for arother in a banquet, & ended 
bis deteſtable life.1s not this man —— by reli- 
£10n, wit and reaſon, to ſeek to perſwade treachery 
with ſo weak examples ? If he will work this way , 


force be vanquiſhed, and with weapons maſtered ; ©7 let us oppoſe both againſt him, and the like the ex- 


but in # fairhleſs man, you diſcover under a ſmiling 
brow, a thouſand plagues, a thouſand Centaurs, a 


perience of paſſed Ages,ro ſet (as it is faid ) the Sun 
in tull ſplendour before their eyes. 


1Tt1% 


X1. MAX 1M. Of Craft. , 


This ought to be tiled with the name of wiſdom, 
rather then any other title, Bur if we obſerve what 
paſſeth in the world , we ſhall find there are two 
forts of crafts. Some are politick addreſſes und ſub- . 
tleties, which proceed not. fully to injuſtice , but 
which notwithſtanding aim at intereſt, at repurati. 
or, and glory, by ways not fircere, 
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The eleventh EXAMPLE upon the 
cleyventh MAXIM, 


Of Craft, 


Ice many times bath a ſhop near unto Virtue 


(as ſaid Origen) and deceives Merchants under 
colour of ſelling good commodities, Cratt readily So thereare men who reſemble thoſe houſes, which #12. de 
counterfeiterth wildom, and ſome there are alſo, who have goodly gates, and moſt magniticent Rair-ca- — 
make the wiſe to paſs for ſubrle, But there is ſo 16 ſes, but never a fair chamber : they have ſome ſweer- he wok 
much difference between them as between glaſs and neſle of ſpirit, ſome readineſle and praitle, which is 
diamond. Craft is a falſe prudence, which maketh never wanting, but no depth nor copacity, yet will 

uſe of ſubtleties againſt right and juſtice , but true fſeeme able among company :which is the cauſe, thats 
wiſdom, though it be ſubtle, is never craftie : For not daring to examine or ſolidly debate a point of 


it pretends nothing at all againſt equity and good CdoQrine,or a buſineſs, they preſently fly tothe con- 


 ..__ conſcience. cluſton , and find handſom evalions, Others have 
The witty . . , R b . 
conceit of If you deſire to know wary wiſdom , and to di- admirable tricks to ſeem wiſe, by making uſe of ano. 
Tred»s. {tinguiſh it from crafc, look upon what the Em- ther tzans labour, and like droans cating the honey 


Zonayas im 


preſs T heodora did,one of the worthieſt women of her 


which the Bees gathered. Other, in handling at. 


eopl:uia, 

Theep Age. She was married to the Emperour T beophilus, 20 fairs, and ſeeking to get diſpatches , amuze and da- 
an Heretick, and a capital enemy to the honour of 2zle with variety of diſcourſe, ſuch as they negotiate 
Images, which he forbad to be kept, or eſteemed, with, tothe end to entrapthem. Other, to croſsa 
upon pain of death, - Notwithſtanding this pious bulinefle , cauſeit to be propoſed in the beginning 
Princeſs, who maintained Religion in the Empire by a man,who underſtands nothing thereof, of pur- 
what ſhe might , and ſweerned with much wiſdom poſe to give ſome ill impreſſion of 11, Other, break 
the wilde humours of her husband , ſpared not to off a diſcourſe they began vpon ſome matter, te 
have in private, pictures and holy Images, affording draw on the more appetite. Others, make a ſhew 
them ſingular veneration. It happened one day,that to have nothing leſſe in their thoughts, then whacr 
Dender j Emperour's fool,who played this part ar they moſt deſire, and let their main texts creep in 
Courrt,ratherthrough natural blockiſhneſs, then dif- 30 the manner of a gloſs. Other, have tales and hiſto. 
Gmulation, came (as he was roaming vp and down) ries in flore, wherein they can enfold in covert 
into the Empreſſe's chamber, and tound her reve- terms, what they will not openly affirm, Other in 
rencing thoſe Images. He failed not in dinner-while things important, cauſe the foord to be ſounded b 
to give the Emperour notice of it, at which time he men of leſle note, and many ( as it is ſaid) pull the 
uſed to entertain him with a thouſand merriments, cheſtnuts out of the fire with the cats foot. 
ſaying aloud, He found Aanns (ſo he called the Theſe are ſleight merchandizes taken from the 
Empreſs) with her babies, and that ſhe was ſudden= ſhop of worldly poltcy, which procced not fo far as 
ly furprized with it. Theophilus preſently doubted to great in juſtice. But there are bl:ck and hideous 
it was Images his wife honoured, and at the rifing ſubtleties, which tend to the ſubverſion of humane 
from the Table, he ſought her our all foaming with 4© ſociety,and deſerve to be abhorred by all living men. 
anger, and asked, where thoſe puppits were ſhe a- Such were thoſe of Tryphon, (of whom itis ſpo- ; 1cacer 
dored in the preſence of Drxder ? Truly we muſt Ken in the Book of Aſacchabees ) which were moſt :3. 
confeſs, devout women have ſometimes a marvellous fatal to the people of God. This wicked man, bein 
dexterity to excuſe a bulineſs , for ſhe ſuddenly hit the Tutour of young Aztiochx;, ſhewed kimlſelte in 
npon a handſom evaſion, which freed her from the the beginning very zealous in all which corcerned 
importunity of her husband.} orin lead of ſeeming the good of bis ſervice, and having 4 deſign tO ſub» 
troubled and overtaken, ſhe ſmiled very ſweetly,ha- due Syria, he would firſt have ſurprized the Aac- 
ving therein an excellent grace : Behold'Sir (faith chabees, who were then very eminent in arms, But 
ſhe) verily one of the prettieſt knacks happened in when he ſaw 7enathas come towards him with an 
your Court of a long time. This fool Dender, who 50 Army of fourry thouſand men, the fox played his 
ſtill doth ſomewhat worthy his name, came into my ordinary pranks, he received him with a pleaſing 
chamber , as I ſtood before my looking; glaſs with countenarce , and overwhelmed him with heaps of 
my women,and confuſcdly ſaw our faces repreſent= courreſies, He told him he defired to live with him 
ed in che glaſs, he thought they were images, ſo ſub- as a faichful brother, and that he accounted it roo 
tle witted is he. 1s not this an excellent jeſt > Then heavy a charge, to keep ſo great an Army on foot in 
cauſing the fool to be taken by the arm,they ſet him full peace, which could riot but be prejudicial to 
before the looking glaſs, ſaying: how now Dender, the repole of the people. That he might walk con- 
are wt theſe thy babies ? The Emperour was ſo ſur= fidently every where how he pleaſed, without any 
prized with the witty conceit of a diſcreet Princeſs, other armour , then the amity of King Axtiochus , 
that he believed ſhe had reaſon, and all the matter 60 which was an affured buckler for all thoſe who 
was inſtantly turned into laughter. would make trial of his protection. This crafty com. 

I term not this example a piece of crafr,but a pru- panion not content with meer complements,carried 
$traragem dence, as the tratagem of a Captain called Chares, 7onathas into all the places of his charge, with ſuch 

* - _ who enjoyning his ſouldiers ſome labour upon his honour and reſpe&t,that he cauſed him to be attend- 


bs So 


fortifications, and ſeeing they undertook it coldly , 
becauſe they teared to marre their garments, which 
were handiome enough . he preſently commanded 


every one ſhould un: loath, and take the apparel of 


bis fellow. That done, and all the ſouldiers being 


ed as himſelf, making ſhew , that whereſfoever he 
ſet foot, there roſes and lillies ſprang. Never doth 
any man take with a ſnare, untill he have ſome 
bayt ſuitable ro the appetite of him who catch- 
eth atit. Fonathas a little loved honouf, and his 


— perſwaded their caſſocks would not be ſpared by 7oſenſes were dazled with the luſtre of pomps, and 


thoſe who pur them on, they wrought in good ear- 


charmed with the ſweetneſſes of converſation in 
this ſubtle fellow. He believed, he truſted, his whole 


neſt, and very quickly performed the task impoſed 


-upon them, Army 


Atmy was caſhier'd by the perſwaſion of a man wo 
wiſhed him not wel. He only kept a thouſand men 
with him to be as a guard, and entred with 77yphon 
into the City of Prs/emais, where he preſently ſaw 
himſelf arreſted,and his ſouldiers cut in pieces. The 
Impoſtour deſirous to extend his plot further, wrot 
to Simon brother of Zonathas, that he ſhould not 
be troubled at what was paſt, and that his brother 


Of Craft. P art 2, 


cution , conceived ſuch horrour at it,that they re- 
ſolved'to ſave him, yet to ſecure their own lives up- 
on the command impoſed, they promiſed to corceal 
him till after the death of his father,which was done, 
he remaining unknown in the City of Sid: : Bur 
that he was now returned 2s from the gates of death 
to demand his right, as being the indubitate and 
lawful heir of the Kingdom, This Impoſtour had 


was onely detained for ſome money due to the = a ſubtle fellow, a ſervant of Herea's houl- 
10 


King, which bcing ſatis%ed,he ſhould have liberty, 
onely let him ſend him a hundred talents of filver, 
with che two ſons of Joxathas in hoſtage, to bring 
the bulineſs to the period be deſired. 1he poor ,$:- 
mes who doubted the plor, had more wiſdom to 
know him, then force to avoid him. For, fearing 
leſt the people might murmur ithe accepted not the 
ways of accomodation propoſed, he ſent the mo. 
ney and children, whereof the one was defpoiled , 
the other-maiſacr:d with their father, by the com- 


old, who taught him all the particulars of the 
Court, the better to colour his counterfeiting, He 
led the Bear through all the City with good ſucceſs, 
and great epplauſe of the people,who embroced this 
falſe Al:x«nder, as a man returned back from the 
other world. For beſ:des that the Jews were credu- 
lous enough in 2ny thing which flattered them, they 
were ever much inclined to the race of poor Aſari- 
amne.whoſe ſon this man counterteited to be;under 
this pretext he was very welcome intoall the Cities 


mand of che treacherous Tryphon. This faRioug 20 whet e there were any Jews, ard the poor Nation 


and cruel man parſucd his plot to the uſurpation of 
the Diadem, anddiſpatch of bis pupil, Butin the 
end af er areignof two years. Heaven,elements,and 
men conipiring againſt him, he was knocked down 
like a ravenvus beaſt, and buried in ruins and pub. 
lick deſulacio”s, 

I would willingly know,to whom bath treachery 
ever been fortunate ? Was it to Sas, who after he 
had ſo many tirzes prom:\-d D.vid the fafery of his 


freely impoveriſhed ther-ſ{clyes,to afford ſome rea. 
ſonable ſupport to this im-ginary King, 

When he faw himſelf firong in credit and coyn , 
he was ſo confident 23 to goto Rowe , to queſtion 
the Crown againſt Herod's other ſons, there wanted 
noc thoſe, whereof ſome countenarcing him by cre- 
dulity,others through the defire they bad of alte- 
ration, bare him to ihe throne. He failed not to pre. 
ſent himſelf before Argrſtrs Caſar,the (od of for- 


perſon, yer not cealing '0 perſecute him was redu. 30 tune and diſtri buter of Crowns , ſhewing he had 


ced to ſuch necefii:y of affairs, that be l-w himſelf 
with bis own hands, leavi: g finally bis ſpoils ro him 
whom he mean: to beguile 2 Was it to the rnhappy 
v Reg. 12s 4 mu, who uſirg treacherv ro draw his ſiſter 
T bamar into his chamber and d:ſh« nur her, was af- 
terward murdered at the :;ble by bis brother Ab. 
ſalew? Was it to J+9b, who moiſtred with his bloud 
the Altar whereun-0 he fled, after he had ſlain Ama- 
wwod. 1.3. /a, in faluting him?Was it to Amaſis King of Agype 


been condemned to death by his own father through 
taiſe rumours, but was delivered by the goodneſs of 
the God he adored, and the merciful hands of che 
miniſters of execution, who Curſt not atterp: on his 
perſon, beſeeching him to pity a fortune ſo wretch- 
ed arda poor King, whothrew limfelf at his feet, 
as beiore the ſanciuary of jul'ice and mercy. I'very 
one ſzrmed zlready to favour him : But Ang» fus,a 
Monarch very penetrating, perccived this nan taſt= 


who loſt boch Kingdom and life, for having foiſted 40 ed nor ofa Prince, for taking him by the hand, he 


in another daughcer then his own, whom he feigned 


to pive in marriage to Cambyſes King of Per- 

Impo- fra? 

_—__ So many Impoſtours there have been, who in all 
times ſought to uſurp Scepters and Crowns by ad. 
mirable inventions: were they not all ſhamefully 
ruined in raſhre(s of their enterprizes? Smerges 
the Magician who had poſſeſſcd rhe Kirgdom of 
Perſia by tricks & incomparabie fleights,was he not 


found his skin rough, as having heretofore exerci- 
ſed ſervile |labours. Hercupon the Emperour drew 
him a'de,faying : Content thy {If to have hitherto 
abuſed all the world ; but know thou art now be. 
tore Argyfus, ro whom thou muſt no more tell a 
ly. then unto God. 1 will pac@on thee on condition 
thou diſcover the truth of this matter ; but it thou 
lyeſt in any one point,thou art utterly loſt, This ran 
was ſo amazed with the luftre of ſuch majeſty, that 


torn in picccs as a victim by Darixs, and other Fo proftrating himſelf at his feet,he began to confeſs all 


Princes ? The falſe Alcxayder, who rebelled under 
Demetrixs $:ter after ſome ſ11ccels, was he not van- 
quiſhed under Nican:r.and (lain in Arabia? Arche. 
I:#s,who called himſclfthe ſon of great Aſuthridater, 
overcome byGabinins? Andsſ" ns a man of no worth 

who falſcly boaſting himſclt to be deſcended from 
Perſens King of Macedonia ard durſt confront the 
 Rowax: arms, was he not ſubdued by Atctellns ? 

16. Ariarathres,who affeted theKingdom of Cappads- 


the impoſture. A#g»ftus perceived by the narratis, 
he was none of the moſt daring in impoſtures, and 
faid : Friend, I give thee thy life,on condirion thou 
ranſom ic in my Galleys, thou haſt a ſtrong body, 
and canſt well labour, the Scepter wou!ld have been 
too ful of trouble , I will have thee take an Oar in 
hand,and live hezeafter an honeſt man, without de. 
ceiving any. | 

As for the DoRour, who had been Tutour to 


* © £44 by the ſame ways, ſent to puniſhment by Ceſar ? 60 this counterfeit Alexander, the Emperour obſcrving 


The falſe Alexis who durſt aſpire to the Empire of 
Conftaxtinople, ſlain by a Pricit with his own ſword, 

Falſe 4: under the reign of Iſaacs Angelss? 

Cee Poſephwreateth, that purſuing the ſame ways , 
there was a yours Jew who had been bred at S;dey, 
with the freed-man of a Rowas Citizen,who having 
ſome r: ſemblance of Al:xaxder the fon of Hered . 
whom-he ta her had cruelly-put to death, feigned 


be was the ſame Alexander, ſaying, Thoſe to whom 


him to be of a ſpirit more crafty, and accuſtomed to 
evil practiſes,cauſed him ſpeedily to be put to death, 
One might make a hugeVolum of ſuch Impoſtours, 
as have been entrapped in their tricks, bur ſarisfie 
your ſelf with experience of \ges,andif you dare be- 
lieve me,rake inall-your affairs a manner of pro. 
ceeding noble, free, fincere, and true, throughl 

perſwadirg your ſelf what the Wiſe-man ſaid, That 
he who goes forward with ſimplicity, walketch mof 


Herod had recommended this ſo barbatous an exe-,, confidently, 
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XII. *M AXIM. 

Of REVENGE. 
THE PROPHANE COURT. THE HOLY COURT. 
That it tis good to reign over men like a Lyon, That mildneſs and pardon is the beſt 
and take revenge, not permitting freſh {avours | revenge, 
to aboliſh the memory of old grievances. 
His maxim of the prophane Court more tions,which tranſport it from perfeRion to perfeti- 
| properly proceeds from the throat of Ty- on, never finding end or beginning in the Divinity, 
gers and Lyons, then the lips of men: but Love ina right line is that which tends direRly to 
being harſh in execution, it is ever direfnl in its ef- creatures, by ways not onely lawful and laudable, 
How this fe&s, The experience of Tiberins's,Calignla's, Ne- loving them for God,of God,and in God, but ways 
cegoferk ro's, Domitian's, Herod's, and ſo many other, who likewiſe cafie, and yielding to natural inclinations, 
common haye purſued this with events ſo tragical, and lives Oblike love is that,which holdeth of both the other, 
ſenſe. ſo monſtrous, are fit leſſons to convince a heart, and which imitating the Angels of 7«cobs ladder , 
which yet retaineth ſome humanity. climbs to God by creatures, and deſcends to crea- 
All power imployed onely to hurt is ever pernici- 10 tures by the love of God. Bur behold a love of ene- 
Nota®'® ous, and having made havock,it reſembleth the ru= mies commanded by God, which ſeemeth not com- 
ins of buildings, which overwhelm not any, but ſuch prized in this diviſion, ſo much it ſeeketh out ways 
as they opprels by falling on them. Man is a creature alienated and inacceſſible to nature, yet I intend to 
more tender then any other, and maſt be handled fhew, it may be found in the third part of this liſt, 
with much reſpe& : nor is there any blood fo baſe, and that iris a love, which by the love of God de- 
which ought not to be ſpared,as much as juſtice and fcendeth unte the love of man, to love him accor- _ 
reaſon may permit. ding to God : A lovewhichI maintain to be polli- ,.% cf 
The molt part of men in theſe miſeries and weak- ble,glorious,and neceſſary in three proofs that ſhall '1:is 6il- 
neſſes of nature, ſeldom hit upon innocency, but by make three heads of this diſcourſe. _—_— 
paſſing through many errours.He who cannot tole- 20 1. Todeny the poſſibility cf the love of enemies, ,.,_... 
rate ſome one, baniſheth all virtue, He muſt neceſ\= is to bely the Goſpe! and reaſon , the Goſpel which pombitiry 
frily excuſe many things within himſelf, v/ho par- commandeth it, reaſon which fortifteth che jn{lice of of the love 
dons nothing in another, If he think himſelfa God, the commandment, The words ſpoken by our Savie yEuempch 
his nature ought to be mercy, andifa man, the ex. our, Love yoar exemies, is not a counſel but a come mice ve- 
perience of his own faults ſhould render him more mandment : ſo explicateth the Council of Carthage **: 
tavourable to the like in another. the fourth, chap. 93. the Council of Agde Can. 22. 
It is a ſtrange folly to think greatly to proſper by and all holy Fathers, who lent the light of their flile 
rigour. For all done through fear being forced, can- to the firſt light in the Goſpel:Now to ſay God com- 
not be of long laſting, unleſs the courſe of humanity mandeth athing impoſhble, is to make a tyranny 
fail. The ſavage beaſt is then much to be dreaded , 3o of the Divinicy,and to make a God like to the cruel 
when he ſces Be knife on one ſide, and rails on the Duke of A/#/covia named Bafilides, who command. 
other. There is no ſtrength ſo feeble,which becomes ed from his ſubjects a tribute of ſweat, and of night- 
not fierce upon the defenſive, within the limits of ne- angales in the ridlt of winter. 
ceſfity. A man who menaceth every one with blows 2. Reaſon dictaterh ta us this commandment is not ke of 
of a cudgel, ſword, or fire, ſhould remember he is onely of Divine right, but of nature; fo far isit from "*** 
not a Briarexs with an hundred hands, and hath but beirg contrary ro nature, that to ſpeak naturally,we 
one life, Now becoming cruel and inexorzble, he judge that ſhould be done to our neighbour, we 
makes himſelf an enemy of all mankind, which hath would have done to our ſelves : and we defire ro be 
ſo many hands,and ſo many lives, Such an one thinks beloved byall the world, yea, by thoſe whom we 
he is well accompanied in revenge, who ſhall find 4, have offended , we then neceflarily conclude, we are 
himſelf all alone in peril. bound to love thoſe who have done us ſome injury. 
Then let us here ſay, there is nothing ſo Sovereign Belides,wewel fee that to ſeek revenge by proper au» 
oo woes for the government of men, as the love of a neigh- rhority1s to deſtroytae right of nature,& to makeof 
courſe. bour,clemency,and pardon, and that the charater of a cvil life, the life of a Cyc/op,which were to have no 


an excellent nature 15 to forgive all other,ſo much as 
reaſon may permit, & to pardon nothing in bimſc!t. 
Excellen- LOVE is the tir{t lavr of nature, and laſt accompliſh. 
ey oi love» ment of our fecliciry. Lovetrom all eternity burneth 
in the boſom of the living God: &1f he breath with 
his Word, as he doth with a reſpiration fubſtantial , 50 
he breaths nought but love. He reſpiteth this love by 
neceſſity wichin himſelf, he infpireth it by grace our 
of himſelf,and laſtly draws all ro himſelt by love. The 
Dirifon of worthy S. Diew7 115 in the book of Divine attributes, 
lore. Ciſtinguiſheth three ſorts of love, one is called circu- 
KA tar,the other Tovein a right line, therthird oblique. 


other reaton then ſtrength, nor 11mit but the ſword. 

Some will fay it were good,cou!d love as calily be An'vcr *© 
put.on as a ſhire; but it we have much ado to love 
things indifferent, how can we affc& bad and offen- 
five? Love ever purfueth good as the ſhadow the 
body , avd God who made both love and'nature, 
will not that it ſertle 1 felt unlefs there be fome ar- 
tractive or appzarance of good, winch invicech 
it to love, Now whats lovely in 2n enzmy, in 
whoſe perſon all is odious, yea, the very nzme 2? 
Behold how carnal Philoſophy with ſtrong paſlions, 
and weak-reaſons, ftrikes atthe eternal Word , as 


#25 , = Circular love properly is that which carrieth the foul Aaitin the worſt manin the world , there could not 
bus, *M” with full flight into the boſom of God, and there ever be found ſomerhing which may be an objc& ot 
-v yok na: holds ir, as ina ſweet circle of raviſhing cortempla- reaſonable loye.We are notcymmanded toaffeR him 
My : with 
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with a love of tenderneſs,but of reaſon. It is not 
oO-me 4"i- ſaid, you muſt loye him as vicious, you mutt endear 
malig him as injurious or wicked, tor that were to force 
ES oak nature;butwe are commanded to love him as a man, 
hae proxi- tg love him as a Chriſlian,to love him as the workot 
mu #.» God, andas a creature capable oflife eternal : All 
things in the world ({aid an Ancient) have two han- 
dles,and two faces. Take a good hold-tait, look on 
the good countenance,and you ſhall find that ealie, 
which you thought impofflible. 

Let us alſo pals with Divinity to a reaſon more 
eminent, and fay, it is it a thing againlt nature to 
love above nature, by the commandment 0i him who 
made nature. it is aSked, whether a creature can na- 

_— "4 turally love God more then it ſelf, fince all that na- 
ſm ture loveth,it loves as a thing united to. it ſelf, ace 
ex ami-4"- cording to the ſaying of Philoſophers : and all well 
"#1. conſidered,the moſt learnedDivines anſwer,that the 
thic 1.4. ſonl of man remaining within the lifts of natural rea- 
© #-.., ſon,ſhould love che Creatour,more then its ovnlite 
2.9. 26. becauſe naturally the wil wel rectified, hath a ſtrong 
inclination to 1ts end, which is the Sovereign Good, 
and the underſtanding neceſſarily judgeth the fubſi- 
ence of eſſence increate & independent, w*® ought 
rather to be preſerved then that of eſſence create, 
And if that be done by ways of nature, howmiy one 
ſay it is againſt nature to love an enemy, when 
there is the commandment and honour of God in it? 
Nay, it is ſo much otherwiſe,that 1 will add a rea- 
ſon, which perhaps may ſeem ſtrange, but it is un- 
doubted true.lfay,it is much more hard to love ones 
ſelf well, then an enemy; or 1 beſeech you, why was 
._ itthac the Son of God ſomuch ſpake,laboured, wept 
Aeon And bled, if not toteach how we ſhould aptly love 
$dcration. our ſelves? And wherefore were fo many Saints fifty 
yea threeſcore years at ſchool in defarts,but to learn 
this hard leſſon ? And who hath ever thought any 
Self-1ove thing more difficult ro be repreſſed then eit-love, 
very hu'd which powerful in fury ,and impotent within it felf, 

to be re- - =$ P. 7 | 
preſſes, Tforgerſul of God,& fill mindiul ot its own interetts, 
ever glutronous and {till hungry, ſwalloweth like a 
gulph, ſweeperh along like a torrent, beaterh down 
l;ke thunder, and in the end is buried in the ruins ic 

made? 

If well to love ones ſelf;this monſter, be neceſſ1- 
rily to be tamed; who ſees not there is much difficul. 
ty therein, & that on the other {ide there is noching 
to be done but to love the gitt of God in man, which 
cannot be ill but in your imagination ? Why create 

8:4; of We lo many impediments in the love of an exemy,& 
whelove of find none inthe love of our ſelves? Were 1t not natu- 
enemy al, wWDy in the law of nature <1dCaro Imilingly wipe 
of nature, AWAy tough phlegme; which an enemy pit in his tace 
Sec. 1.3» when he pleaded a cauſe? Why was Socrates content 
CC ica C39 . . - 
having received a blow on the cheek from aninfo- 
lent man,to fet over his head a ſcroul uſed on anci- 
ent rables, Lycns faciebat ?*Why did Azguſtus in an 
abſolute ſovereign power of reverge, tolerate with 
ſo much curteſy a certain writer named Timageres, 


propoſitions, which ſo of: have drawn b!oud out of 
the veins of Fraxce in chele dereſtable ducls, nouriſh. 
ing afcerward cover: hatred & everlaiting aver{ions. 
Q ignorant that we are of Gods greatneſs,and ever 
untaichtul to his word! We fear by pardonins,to be 
contemned; when the only reaſon which God ufeth 
in theGoſpel to perſwade us unto pardon,is the ex- 
cellercy and glory derived from this action : for he 
ſaith. /r is th: means to become the children of God Who wi ſir's fl 
10 canſeth his Sun to ſhine pon the good and the bad, Who Fn wh 
lets his thowrs fal as wel enthe off cnder r,a5s the innocent. ate eff 
What beauty,what luſtre,what ſplendour to enter 94 4 
into the number of the children ofGodWhar cleva- 77,77, 
tionto be tranſported with full light into conformi- 1-19 & 
ties with theOmniporent! 1 he Propher J/aiah faith, 77n- & 
God meaſureth the waters with his fiſt, and poize h 5.516 & 
the heavens in the palm of his hand; to fignific he go- *4/#: 
ech with a ſhut hand to puniſhments,ſgnitiedby the ; pl <p 
wate;s; bur proceeds with the whole extent of his 
20 Soodneſs to reward, repreſented by the heavens. The 
rain- bow which God hath taken tor the ſymbole of 
his reconciliation with man, environeth the throne 
of his Majefty in the Apocalips.and it 1s a bow w.th- | 
out arrows (faith $, Ambroſe) to inſlruRt us, this di- OI 
vineMajeſty is ſweet and peaceful.*o in the Prophet & -e 17 
Excchiel atter the deſcription of this terrible cloud, 
which ſerves asa chariot for the God of Hoalis, you one 
read theſe words: (a) And npward 4 face [milins with %** 02 
light,where T heodotion(as ſaith S. Hierows bath tran: oo wn fert- 
3Olared:(b)The wiſt bath th: higheſt place with the Crea- '* | 
tour, meaning, the mildnelſs of weſtern winds, and 6 Log _— 
coolneſs from ſcorchings, is in the parillion ot glo. «7 
ry, where this Sovereign Monarch inhabiteth, QO#©<4 
wonder!God,whois a SovereignMajcſty,Sovercign »/:peray 
greatneſs,and SovereignJuſtice, ſhewed himfelt in al 2 
times fo patient to ſuffer men, who are the wor!t of 
all evils,that he had rather we doubred his Divinity, 
then make any queſtion of his mildneſs:he hadrather 
that by ſo patiently rolerating ſuch inficels&finners, 
40 the lips ot blaſphemers ſhould receive encourege- 
ment to ſay there is ns Ged,then by taking revenge An oft De- 
on every {in in the heat of crime; it ſhould be truely =: * 
ſaid there is a God,but he is ever armed with light- 
nings,& inacceſſible to the miſeries of men,as thoſe 
mountains,which all flaming caſt out their entrails. | 
O Prodigy!God makerth it 10 great a matter to par- he I 
don an injury, that he rather permittech his eſſence * * © 
to be touched, then his clemency ; his title of Cod 
to be taken away,then the glory of pardon : Shall 
50 we then place greatneſs in revenge. 
How many Pyrates are there,to whom God daily 
openeth ſea? How many 1dolaters,for who he cauf- 
eth ſtars ro give light, fountains to ſtream, corn c 
grow,harveits to become yellow,and vines to ripen? 
How many ungrateful children, who take benefirs 
trom him as hogs do acorns, by grumbling againſt 
the rree which gave them, and never calting an eye 
to heaven? God not wuhſtanding fuffereth them, 
and contounds their ingratitude by continually con- 


— 


who perpetually barked againſt bim?Traytours that 60 ferring fayours,in an abſolute power of revenge. 


we are to nature,ſo to cover our neglet and weak- 
neſs with the prerext of norure. 
Second 3. Letus yet add more torceto truth, and more 
_ ſcope to our pen, Let us enter into the ſecond point 
drawn Of this diſcourſe, which teacherh us the greatnets and 
om the. glory of a man, who knows how patiently to ſuffer 
pardon. 


perſecute us,& ſay: That by tolerativg a firſt affront 
a ſecond is provehed. that mildneſse* manſuctude ſerve 
as matter of mirth to inſolency,and that a man never 
fo much unaervalueth himſelf,as by publiſhing his lit- 
tle conrage inthe revenge of an affroat Behold goodly 


an injury, - The maxims of the world ceaſe not to * 


What anſwer we to that ? Shall we make it our 
lory to dolike the lilly mouſe , which bices thar 
which pincheth her,or rather imitate the perfe&ions 
of God,who never appears ſo great as in pardoning 
great injuries? Whatmay we hope in revenge, but to 
enter into the community of a brutiſh life ? That is 
it bears do,tygers,ſerpents,and ſo many other crea- 
tures, which imploy their teeth, horas, poyſon, & all 
the arms they have from nature,to purſue revenge : 

o Yet many times they meaſure it by the necelsity of 
their detence:but co pardon an ungratctul man and 
an enemy, is to £0 out of our elements, and the baſe 


; droſs 
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drofs of earth, to enter into a ſphere of glory and 
light, ranked in the number of ſovereign beauties, 
to be an aſſociate with ſo many noble and illuſtri- 


ous ſouls, who have in all ages placed their glory on 
ations of midneſs and patience. 


Part #] 


Let us,] pray you, enter intoit.witha firm footing 


and a bright forehead. 1 here ſhall we ſee Aroſes at 
the feet of the Tabernacle to pray,and almoſt binde 
up the hands of God , to ſtay the courſe of his re- 


Goodly 
company 
of couric- 
093. 


Tabernacle. There ſhall we ſee an Aaron in the ma- 
jeſty of his Prieſtly habir,bearing all the world with 
the incenſory & ſacrifice in .hand,to appeaſe the an- 
ger ofGod againſt his perſecutors,when heaven was 
all on fire over their heads, and the carth became a 
guſph under their feet to ſwallow them There ſhall 
we ſee a David bear honourable wounds, which the 
envenomed tongue of Shimei had thrown on his re- 
putation , and to mount.to the Throne of Saul by 
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intreated with all earneſtneſs to pardon a brother, 
who hath offended him,anſwereth with diſdam, furi. 
ous & intolerable,he will never agree nor hold cor- 
reſpondence with him,no more then with a7 rk or 
Adcer? Ah Barbarian! ſhut up that mouth, unhappy 
creature,and never openit,at leaſt never open it be- 
fore the wounds of Chriſt which blecd againſt thee, 
Thou wilt embrace no other friendſhip with thy 
brother, but ſuch as may be found betweenTarks & 


venge againſt thoſe, who perſecuted him even to the 10 Aeors.Lyar that thou art, ſeek yet out words more 


outrageous to expreſs the gall of thy paſſion: For,if 
thou knoweſ? it not, T xrks and Afoors retain the a- 
mities and ſenſe of man,whereof thou art deſpoiled. 
T urks even in the general deſolatic of Mer r,enter- 
tained them into their Conntries,and afforded them 
helps, which thou haſt denied thy fleſh and blood. If 
that ſeem worthyof thee take a turbant,andbecome 
a Turk, buc when thou haſt pur it on, yer ſhalt thou 
find laws which will oblige thee to love a man, The 


the ſteps. of patience witneſſed in ſuffering Saul. 20 T »rkshave their Behiram afeaſt, wherin theypardon 


There ſhall we ſee all the Martyrs laden with tor- 
ments,opening as many mouths as they had wounds 
to beg pardon for theſe who perſecuted them, and 
in the midſt of all the Martyrs, 7e/#s, the great and 
faithful witneſs quickning by effuſion of his blood, 
even thoſe who ſhed bis. There finally ſhall we ſee 
Coyſtantine laughing at his ſtatues they ſtoned, a 
T heodoſows pardoning ſuch as dragged his; an Anaro- 
»icw,who ar the taking of a City embraced in ſight 


all injuries,& wilt thou turn7 rk to retain an inju- 
ry?Qut of God'sChurch,out of the ſociety of men, 
out of nature, bloody monſter as thou art, Where 
wilt thou any longer find place in the world, when 
thou once haſt pulled down the Altars of clemency ? 

That alſo which is fpoken in choler and haſty pre- 
cipitation , might ſeem pardonable in repentance, 
were it not there are ſome,who in cold blood foſter 
ſuits,and immortal pertinacities,and which is worſt, 


of all the world him,who moſt eagerly had oppoſed 3 0 many times in publick ſhewing a fair face, 1n ſecrer 


him with all manner of outrage. 

Let us now judge which is moſt glorious, either 
to enter by —_— into the moſt noble and ge- 
nerous ſociety, or in ſeeking revenge, to become of 
the number of certain wranglers, ruffians, men of 
the damned crew , and laſtly , creatures the moſt 
bruitifhin the world, wholly inclined to revenge. 

4. Let us conclude finally with the third reaſon, 
poine of And withal ſay,that to pardon injuries isnot ſomuch 


God will not we hope remiſlion of our ſins, but on 
fry. condition we baniſh the reſentment of injuries. Ne- 
—_ "- ceflity of falyation,fince prayer &facrifice,are efſen- 
mirizws, tial parts of our ſalvation,canrot ſubſiſt without the 
Vadeprw, pardon of our neighbor. And purſuing this precept, 
Fram we, We havea tradition from the Hebrewswhichlaith, He 
& '#e who being intreared to pardon, after warning given 
before competent witneſles,it he ſhewed himſelf in- 


wvenens of er 
TIGRKS [M- . . . 
wn, exorable,was ſurnamed as with a title of infamy,the 


they transfix the heart ofa poor man, like unto wit- 
ches, they rip up the bowels of wife and children,tg 
fatisfya revenge.Barbarous man ! Fat, rather catthe 
miſerable heart, then pierce it perpecually with thy 
infernalBodkins.I would in the reſt be filent, if there 
were not women,who being infirm in all things, get 
diabolical ſtrength for revenge. What may we ſay 
of a creature ofehis ſex, who being very ſlightly of- 
fended by another of the ſame ſex, whileit ſhe, ad- 


an ele&ion of virtne,as a neceſlity of ſalvation, fince 40 viſed by her Confeflour, diſpoſed her ſelf to all du- 


ties of ſatisfaRtion , the other looked on ker with a 
Gorgons'eye, and foaming with anger, ſpirefully re. 
viled her with bloody words, ſo that nothing now 
remained bur to take her by the hair, and drag her 
on the floor: which violence reproved by other. ſhe 
repeated the burthen of the Ballad, That ſhe wiſhed 
her not ill, but would never ſee her again, Inhumane 
and furious creature, a Aſ{agera,not a woman, what 
mouth will you hereafter bring to the Altars,which 


Sinner, and held as one excommunicate, as a rotten $© you ſeem to honour? Have you any other then that 


member,and cut off from the ſociety of the faithful, 
I likewiſe ſay, neceſlity of ſalvation ſince according 
to S. Anguſtin,vrithout this virtue, all devotion isbur 


Angſt ., bypocriſy,all religion blaſphemy all farthinfideliry, 
ppl 10. To what purpoſe 15 it ( ſaith the Prelate ) ro believe 


Quid pre” and blaipheme,to adore God in his hrad,and blaſþ heme 
tia. bins in bis members ? God loveth hus boay which is his 
Chnrch: if you diſſcver your ſelf from his body he will 


ſpemas? 
= | 
_— not for «tl that forſake his own members, Hear you nt 


by you polluted with this poiſonous choler 2 What 
heart remains in you for God ? Is there any part of 
it not ſteeped in gall ? What expe you at the hour 
of death, and in the inſtant of your ſouls ſeparation, 
bur that God repeat unto you your own words : L 
wiſh thee no ill, 1 will not put thee upon the wheel 
nor the rack, I have neither raſfors nor flames to 
rorment thee , but thou never ſhalt ſee my face ? 
Wilt thou then cheriſh quarrels, maintain ſides, 


re, blaſphe- the head which Feaketh to you from heaven, ſaying: 0 ©® ſpread rumours either true or falſe, ſecretly under. 


$145 $3 cor» 


os, & Man, it is in vainthon honoureſt mezbating thy neigh- 


" bour? If an) one , whileſt be is giving thee low obey- 
ſaxce With his h:ad, tread on thy foct, thon wouldſt in 
widſt of all his complement cry ont, Sir, you hurt we. 

The kor- What is there either more powerful or perſwaſive, 

roar and then theſe reaſons? Yet notwithſtanding among fo 

cenfalio® many lightnings & thunders which incompaſs us on 
of revenge, LS 

every (ide, there arc to be found infinite many black 

ſouls inthe world,which practiſe hatred, ſome in ſe- 

cret, ſome in publick, &make vaunts to eternize their 

revenge in the everlaſtingneſs of their puniſhments. 

What a horrour is it to ſee a man,who beſought and 


mine the fortune of men, and make thy felt as inex- 

orable to reconciliation , as thou art inflexible to 

reaſon ? Lord have mercy on us, acruel Angel wifl c..,;. ;--- 
be ſent againſt thee, anill ſuit commenced , a rui- ci 4%" 
nous buſineſs, a tedions ſickae(s, a loſs of goods, a", 
confuſion of underſtanding,and then ſhalt.thou ſee, <4.» 
whether fire being inthe tour corners of thy houſe 
thou ſtill retaineſt the itch of revenge. 

But, you generous ſouls, march on by union to the 
chief of unities, and think the only revenge, is well 
to be revenged on your ſelf. If as I haveſhewed, par- 
don be poſlible,glorious,and neceſſary,why toment 

Eee we 
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we our curioſities to inflame our feavers? Let us out: Jt 5s true, 1 ſhal no longer be Theophilus, wer art 
take away theſe filly humane reſpedts , this lender thou ayy more Theophobus. And many times re- 
pride, which otten broodeth under f1ken devorions, ating theſe words, he yielded up his damned 

and which is the cauſe, that God is daily beheld and like'a ravenous wolt,which paſſed from bloud to in- 
adored upon both the knees, by thoſe who will not fernal flames, although certain revelations ſpake of 
ſee nor ſpeak to any that have commitred ſome ſlight his deliverance. Behold how having taken in-his 
indiſcretion, whilſt feigning tro honour God the Ma- youth evil habits of cruelty and revenge, he perſe- 
ſter with lips,the ſervac within the heart is ſtrangl'd, vered in them to his death , being belides molt un. 

Goodly _ Say (O Chriſtian) [ay to thy ſelf : Az 1 more powerful 18 my fortunate and infamous in all his enterpriſes, 


confudera- ſmall family then God fu the untverſe ? He daily exdureth {o to But contrariwiſe it is obſerved, all great ones diſ- 
tions tO many fujuries, not threatueng mortals with his thunders ; 


pacifie the whit aus 1, who have ears ſo tender ? Many have forgiven ſed ro clemency, have been eps | glorious & moſt 

mind.  ;pejr, deaths, and 1 cannot pardon a cold countenance, a filly appy before God & men. 1 could berer ehetſe re 
word, a ſlender negligence, 18 it a child,u it a young man bath many,yer purſuin our def'gn,l reſt contented wit 
offended ? Age excuſethb m ; u it a woman Sex , a ſtranger? relation of a notable pardon given by a Queento a 

Vide Se. Lyberiy; a friend ? Familiarity. He bath off: nded, he vaih Prince.on aFriday in memory of ourSaviorsPaſſion. 


. de 1- #iſpleaſed thec once, and bow many other times bath he done 
my oo good offices? But this £5 not tb* firſt time; ſo much the better It cannot be ſaid, but ſo much the greater & more 


ſhall we bear, what we al/eady bave ſuffered, Cuſtom of tajs- outrageous injuries are,ſo much he more difficult 1s 
ries Is « good Miſt: iſs of patience. He u a friend, be did what their pardon,eſpecially when one hath full power of 
he would nt y if au enemy, be bath done according to the revenge in his hands. Now the injury whereof we 


world, what be ought. If he were wiſe, hehah not done it . . 
without reaſon ; if fimple, he deſerves comp. flun. u haever bit 20 ſpeak,was the death of poor Conradines, which well 


4 Dog, b:cauſe he was bitien by a Dog ? Or who ever catred ints conſidered in all its circumſtances,rendereth this cle- 
a combat of kicking with « Mute ? If be didit in anger, let us mency whereof I intend to ſpeak,much more admi- 
give bim leiſure to come to imſelf, and be will correft bimſelf rable. Know then this Prince, ſon of the Emperour 
— our trouble br 8 yg yy: fer A if - dy _ b fer Conradus, went into Italy with a huge army to de- 
man 6/ emment quality, ef 13 [uffer that Whic oa bath [ct . . ' . 

———_— wk of baſe condition, why by friving again = the inheritance - ore! rm OI it 
him, ſhall we make bim our equal? What "wy halb a wo- CODcuUNn juſtly uſurp d y the Wily practiles otCharls 
man whoſe hands ave ſo delicate, to ſerk to foul them with Of Anjoy : He ſtood at that time in the midft of his 
eruſh ng flies and caterpillers ? Let w refleft on the carriage armies, ſparkling like afar, full of fire & courage, 


of humane thi :gs, we are all faulty, and live among eriours. ' ' 
_ is 10 wile man whom ſome indijeretions eſcape not. we when Pope Clement the fourth ſeeing him paſs along 


ſhall never live content, if we leain not toexcuſe in anothey 3© with ſo much nobility ſaid: Alas,whar gooaly vittims 
what our ſelves are. Ave we nol aſhamed t0exeiciſt in alife areled tothe Altar !His valourin the renderneſs of 
fo ſport, eternal enmittes ? Bebold death comes to ſeparate ws, his age, was as Yet more innocent, then wary; and 
althoug') we forcibly hold one another by the throat : let __ he had to do with a Captain, whom warlike expert- 
a litile truce to our reaſon, light ts our undrrſtanding, and 7eſt ence had made more ſubtle in this pr ofeflion. 


Conradinut. 


to our aſhes. JESUS mbs laſt word: recommended {0r- OT : , 
givencſs to us, moiſtened with bis tears, and blood : Gy of, x Charls being ready to give him battle,reſolved it. MM 


bo «t to tear bu Teſtament, that we afterward may pull bu 1- Was beſt to weary out this yong vigour, & to afford baile ro 
mag s 1 pieces ? The blo:d of Fuſt Abel till babbleth on the himthe bait of ſome ſucceisin appearance,the more _— a 
earth, and is unvevenged ; ſhall we then (eek to revenge it ? © eafily ro draw biminto his ſnare. He gave the leading 


my Gd, we utterly rinounce it with all our bearts, and ave Pos . - 
read, toſeal peace with our blood, that by thy.blood theu maiſt _ part of ws — _ wo 90 his _ A 
ſign our mercy. © #4rars,COMmaneing nm to Dear a1 tae royal ec 18ns, 


as if he had beenCharls of Azjou's perſon.Conradinns 
The twelfth Ex amPLE upon the twelfth thinking he had nothing os "qo conquer what 
MAXIM. or ſaw gon his eys, _ _— of the diffcrence, 
ho 50 advanc'd his troups,which falling like a tempeſt upon 
of Reconeiltation, the enemies, quickly diſpatched Alardns ks _ 
CONSTANTIA. ſlain in the battel,as ſome hiſtories record, carrying 
| from all this oſtent of regality , a fatal glory into a 
T Here is nothing more certain then that he, who tomb. 
ſeeks revenge,ſhal find the God of revenge. It This yong Mars,ſuppoſing the war ended by the 
followeth thoſe who purſueir, ana when they think \ . death of his adverſary,preſently proclaim'd victory, 
to exerciſe it on others , they feel it falling on their * at which time (hayls of Anjou, who lay hidden in a 
own heads. It is only proper to b:ſ- and infamous trench with the aQiveſt troups, as yet very freſh, 
ſpirits to endeavour to glut themſelves with bloud, came ſuddenly upon him. He did all that for his de. 
and to delight in the miſcries of mortals , bur ſouls fence, which a brave ſpirit might in anevil fortune. 
the moſt noble , are ever beutified with the rays of Burt his army being cur in pieces, he was enforced to 
clemency. fave himſelf, after the loſs of i 2000.dead in the place 
Zonar, T heophilus , one of the moſt bloudy Emperours 11s calamity cauſed him to change the habit of a 
pj nm that ever ware the diadem,an cnemy hoth of heaven King , to that of a horſe-keeper for his greater ſe. 
Emperour. and earth,of Saints and men,as he had lived on gall, curity , ſo much he feared to be known by thoſe, 
would endin bloud, He fel: his ſoul on his lips lying = who would decide the dint of war by his bloud. He is taking+ 
from him , and ſaw death near at hand , which he ©9 embarked with his couſin Frederick, of Auſtria, r0 
[d not eſcape.It was time, he ſhould row yield up paſs unto Piſa, committing himſelf in this diſguiſed 
life to others , when it appeared he could no more habit to a Pilot , who much importuned him tor his 
take it from them : But this wicked man , holding hire.He bad not then about him either bread or mo- 
at that time T heophobas, one of his prime Captains ny fo that he was conſtrained to pull off a ring, and 
impriſoned in his own Palace, upon certain jealou- leaveir in pledge to the Pilot to aſſure the debt. He 
fies conceived he was too "able a man and well ſeeing theſe young men of a gracefv! garb, and con- 
worthy of Empire , commanded alittle before his fidering this jewel was not a wealth ſuitable to their 
death, to have his head cut off, and cauſing it to be habit , doubted ſome trick , and gave notice to the 
brought to his bed (ide, he took it by the hair, held ir 70 Governour, a ge man, who complying with the 
a long time in his hands, fo much was he pleaſed with * times, laid hold of the Princes , and put them into 
this maſſacre, then ſeriouſly beholding it, he cried the hands of the Conquerour, . 
Chavls 


Past 2. 


Nis ſer 
rence and 


death. 


. "Charls of Axjou much fearing this young Lion, 
forgar all generobty to ſerve his own turn,and did 
a moſt baſe a&, deteſted by all underſtandings that 
have any humanity : which is, that having kept 
Conradinus a whole year in a ſtraight priſon, he aſ- 
ſembled certain wicked Lawyers to decide the cauſe 
of one of the nobleſt ſpirits at that time under Hea- 
ven, who to ſecond the paſſion of their Maſter, ren- 
dered the laws criminal, and ſerved themſelves with 
written right,to kill a Prince contra 
nature, -ofoing him worthy of death, in that (ſaid 


« they) he diſturbed the pezce of the Church, and 


Eollenxtins 


aſpired ro Empire. A ſcaffold was prepared in a 
publick place, all hanged with red, where Conradi- 
»#s. is brought with other Lords, A Protonotary 
cloathed after the ancient faſhion, mounteth into a 
chair ſet there for the purpoſe, and aloud pronoun- 
ceth the wicked ſentence. After which Cenradinu 
raiſing himſelf,and _ an eye full of feryour and 
fAames on the Judge, ſaid : 
thou art, to open thy mouth to condemn thy Sovereign. 
It was a lamentable thing to ſee this greatPrince on 
a ſcaffold, in ſo tender years,wiſe as an Apolo,beau- 
tiful as an Ama4z0n.and valiant as an AchiFes,to leave 
his head under the ſword'of an Executioner, in the 
place where he hoped to crown it. He called heaven 
and earth to bear witneſs of Charls his cruelty, who 
unſeen beheld this goodly ſpeRacle from an high 
turret, He complained that his goods being taken 


to the law of 19 


Baſe and crnel ſlave as 20 
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the Kingdom counſelled her ſpeetlily to put. to death 
the ſon of her capital enemy, yea, the people muti- 
ned for this execution: which was the cauſe, the 
Queen having taken order for his arraignment,and 
he thereupon condemned to death, ſhe on a Friday 
morning ſent him word, it was now time to diſpoſe 
himſelf tor his laft hour, The Pritice, nephew to $. 
Lewis, and who had ſome ſenſe of his uncle's piety, 
very courageouſly received theſe tidings, ſaying, 

T hat bepdes other courtefieshe had received from 
the 2 neen in Priſon, ſhe did him a ſingular faveny to 
appoint the day of his death on a Friday, and that it 
was good reaſon he ſhould dye culpable on the day, 
whereon Chriſt died innocent. 

This ſpeech was related ro Queen Coyſtantia,who 
was therewith much moved, and having ſome ſpace 
bethought her ſelf, ſhe replyed - 
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Tell Pyince Charls, if be take contentment to ſuffer death on-4 An excel- 
Friday, 1 will likewiſe find out mine own ſatisfattion to forgive lent paſ- 
him on the ſame day, that Jeſus ſignedthe pardon of his © xecutia- age of cled 
ners with his proper bloud. God forbid I fhed the bleud of man, mency. 


on the day my Maſter poured out his for me. Although time ſur- 
prize me in the dolour of my wounds, I will not re57 xpon be bit- 
terneſs of revenge. 1 freely pardon him, and it ſhall not be my 
fault, that he is not at this inſtant in full liberty. » 

This magnanimous heart cauſed the execution to 
be (taied,yet fearing if ſhe left him to himſelf, the 
people might tear himin pieces, ſhe ſent himto the 
King her husband,entreating by all which was moſk 
pretious unto him,to ſave his life, and ſend him back 


from him,they robbed him of his life as a thief, that 3 to his Father. Petey of Arragon, who ſought his own 


the bloſſom of- his age was cut off by the hand of a 
hang-man,taking away his head to bereave him of 
the Crown, laſtly throwing down his ome 
ed an account of this inhumanity.. Then ſecing his 
couſin Frederick*s head to fall before him,he took it, 
kiſſed it, and laid it to his boſom, asking pardon of 
it,asif he had been the cauſe of his difaſter,in having 
been the companion of his valour. This great heart 
wanting tears to deplore it ſelf, wept oyer a friend, 


accommodation in ſo good a prize, freed him from 
danger of death, yet enlarged him ſuddenly. For his 
deliverance muſt come from a hand wholly celeftial. 

Sylveſter Pruere writes,that lying long impriſoned 
in the City of Barcelon,the day of $. Mary Magda- 
lex approaching, who was his grear Patroneſſe, he 
diſpoſed himſelf to a fingular Doaica fling con= 
feſling his ſins, communicating,begsing of her with 
tears to deliver him from this captivity. Heaven was 


and finiſhing his ſorrows with his life, ſtretched our 49 not deat to his prayers. Behold on the day of the 


his neck to the Miniſter of juſtice, Behold how 


Charls, who had been treated with all humanity in - 


the priſons of Saracens, uſed a Chriſtian Prince : ſo 
true it proves, that ambition ſeemerh to blot out 
the character of Chriſtianity, to put in the place of 
it ſomething worſe then the Turbant. 

This death lamented through all the world, yea, 
which maketh Theaters ſtill mourn, ſenſibly ſtruck 
the heart of Queen Conſtantia his Aunt, wife of Pe» 


feaſt he perceived a Lady full of Majeſty, who come 
manded him to foilow her, at which words, he fele 
as it were a diffuſion of extraordinary joy ſpread 
over his heart. He followed her ſtep by ſtep,as a man 
rapt, and ſeeing all the gates flie open before her 
withour reſiſtance, and finding himſelf fo cheerful, 
that his body ſeemed to have pur on the nature of a 
ſpirit, he well perceived Heaven wrought wonders 
forhim, The T.ady lookins or him atter ſhe had 


ter of Arragon : She bewailed the poor Prince with 50 gone ſome part of the way, asked him where he 


tears which could never be dried up, as one whom 
ſhe dearly loved,and then agun repreſenting to her 
ſelf ſo many virtues and delights, drowned in ſuch 
generous bloud, and ſo unworthily ſhed, her hearr 
diſſolved into ſorrow. Bur as ſhe was drenched in 
tears, ſo her busband thund:ed in arms to revenge 
his death, 


He rigged out a fleet of ſhips,the charge wherofhe 


kiſtor.Nea- recommended to Roger de Lorie, tO aflail Charls 


Rr the ſecond, Prince of Salerwo,the only ſon of Charls © be ereRed in the place where ſhe left him, which was 
I ke ſon of Of Anjou, whe commanded in the abſence of his fa- 


* Charls of 
«Anjeu a- 


ther. The admiral of the Arragerian failed not to 
encounter him, and fought ſo turiouſly with him, 
that having ſunck many of his ſhips, he took Lim 
priſoner,and brought him into Sicily waereQueen 
Cexſtantia was,expeRing the event of this battle.She 
failed not to cauſe the heads of many Gentlemen to 
be cut offin revenge of Conradines,f0 to moiften his 
aſhes with the bloud of his enemies. Charls the Kings 


thought he was , to which he replied, that he imagi- 
ned himſelf to be yet in the Territory of Barcelos, 
Charls you are deceiued (ſaid foe) you are in the 
County of Provence, a league from Narboy, and 
thereupon ſhe vaniſhed. Char/s not at all doubting 
the miracle, nor the proteQtionof S. Mary Adag- 
dalen, proſtrated himſelf on the earth, adoring the 
power of God in his Saints, cauſed a fair Church to 
be built to this moſt bleſſed woman, and a Crokto 


called the Croſs of the place: Thus was God pleaſed 


to ratifie by ſo great miracles, the pardon Conſtantis 


had given to Prince Charls. 

I will ſhut up this diſcourſe wich a paſſage of ſo 
rare a clemency of a Monarch, offended in the ho- 
nour of a daughter of his, by a mean vaſſal, as it 
ſeems could never have fallen but into the heart of 
2 Charlemaign. 


It is to this purpoſe recounted, that one E ginardu 


" (Curio 1. 2) 


. u . . . . . y | 
onely ſon was ſer apart with nine principal Lords of +9 who was Secretary to the Prince, having placed his | -——<aqta 


the Army, and lefc to the diſcretion of Conſtantia. 


Her wound was {till all bloudy, and the greateſt of 


affeRions much higher then his condition admitted, wm 


made love to one ofhis daughters, which was in 
Ec ec 2 mine 
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mine opinion natural,who feeing this man of abrave 
ſpirit,and a grace ſuitable, thought rot him too low 
for her, whom merit had to eminently raiſed above 
his birth.Shee affeRed him,and gave him too free zc- 
ceſs to her perſon, ſo far as to ſuffer bim to have re. 
courſe unto her,to laugh,and ſport in her Chamber 


Of the Epicurean life, Part 2, 


ty prank,at which he could not tell whether he were 
beſt to be angry, or to laugh. 

The next day in a great Aſſembly of Lords,and in 
the preſence of his daughter and Fginardas,he pro- 
poſed the matter paſt, in covert terms, asking what 
puniſhment might a ſervant ſeem worthy ot, who 
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oneveriings, which ought to have been keptasa made uſe of a King's daughter as of a Mule,and cau- 
ſanQuary, wherein relicks are preſerved. It happen. fed himſelf to be carried on her ſhoulders in the 
ed upon a Winters nighrt,theſe two amorous hearts, midſt of Winter, through night, ſnow, and all ſharp- 
having inwardly ſo much fire , that they ſcarcely 10 neſs of the ſeaſon. Every one gave hereupon his opi- 
could think upon the cold, Fginardus (ever haſten- nion, and there wasnot any who condemned not 
ing his approaches, and being very negligent in his this infolent man to death, The Princeſs and Secre- 
returns). had ſomewhat too much ſlackned his de- tary changed: colour , thinking nothing remained 
parture, The ſnow mean while raiſed a Rampart, for them, but to be flayed alive. Burt the Emperour 
which troubled them both when he thought ro go looking on his Secretary with a ſmooth brow, ſaid : 
out. Time preſſed him to leave her, and heaven had Egizardzs,had(t thou loved the Princeſs my daugh- 
Kopped up the way of his paſſage. It was not.tole= ter,thou oughteſt to have come freely to her father, 
rable for him to go forward. Eginardu feared to who ſhould diſpoſe of her liberty, and not play 
be known by his teet, and the Lady thought it nor theſe pranks,which have made thee worthy of death, 
any matter atall to ſee the prints ot ſuch ſteps about 20 were not my clemency much greater then the re- 
her door, They being much perplexed, love, which fſpeR thou haſt borne to my perſon, I now at this 
taketh the diadem of majeſty from Queens, ſo ſoon preſent give thee two lives , the one in preſerving 
as they ſubmit ro its tyranny, made her todoan thine, the other in delivering her to thee, in whom 
a for a Loyer,which had ſe done for a poor man, thy ſoul more ſurvives, then in the body it anima- 
it would have been the means to place her among teth, Takethy fair Portreſs in marriage , and both 
the great Saints of her time, She rook this Gentle= of you learn to fear God, and to play the good hut 
man upon her ſhoulders, and carried him all the bands. Theſe lovers thought they were inan inſtanr 
length of the Court to his chamber,he never ſetting drawn out of the depth of Hell to aſcend roHeaven, 
foot to the ground, that ſo the next day no impreſ- and all the Court ſtood infinitely in admiration of 
fion might be ſeen of his footing, It is true which 30 this judgment.]t appears by the narration, what was 
a holy } ather ſaith , That if Hell lay on the ſhoul- the milde temper of Charlewaiguin this point, and 
ders ot love, love would finde courage enough to that he followed the counſel of $. Ambroſe, who ad- 
bear ir. But it hath more facility to undertake, then viſed a Father named $:ſi»nixs to receive his ſon 
prudence to hide it ſelf, the eye of God not permit= witha wife he had taken for love, For receiving $ 69na | 
ting theſe foilies ſhould cicher be concealed or un- them both (ſaid he) you will make them better, re. ***% <- 
puniſhed, Charlemaicy, who had nor fo much affe- jeRing them, render them worſe. The goodneſs of ;,.iun 
cion in ftore for women , that he ſpent not ſome theſe great hearts for all that, juſtifieth not the er- 5: 774"% 
'nights in ſtudy, warched ihis night, and hearing a rours of youth, which grievouſly offendech , when ,,.;,., -. 
noiſe, opened the window, and perceived this pret= it undertaketh reſolutions in this kinde, not conſul- 5, + 
| ting with thoſe to whom ic oweth life. 
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THE PROPHANE COURT. THE HOLY COURT. 
That the, fleſh muſt be daintily uſed, and Thatlife without crofles, and fleſh void 
all poſſible contentment given to the of mortification, is the Sepulcher 
minde, of a living man, 
Xperience teacheil: us, 'there is in the dy: But he wholly inclincd to finde out all the plea. 
World aſe&t of retormed Fpicwres, who ſures of nature., and ro'baniſh any impediments 
z_4 donot openly profeſs the bruitiſhneſs of which might make impreſſion on the ſoul or body, 
| thoſe infamous ſpirits, which are drench- For which cauſe 1 thinkT h-odorer miſtook him,when 
ec in gourmaneize and luſt, bur take Maxims more he made him fo gluttonous, as to contend with Fa” Therap. 
refined, that have ( as they ſay) no other aim but pitey about a ſop, and that Nicetas, who repreſent- Ne. z- 
to make a man truly contented, For which purpoſe eth him fo licouriſh after honied Tarts, well under- 7,7 
they promiſe thernſelves to drive all objefts from food him not : For Tertallian,S. Hicrom, Laerting, apol.c- 38, 
their mindes, which may bring the leaſt diſguſt, and and Seyeca, who better noted his doQrine,afſure ug 22"; *+ 
tO afford the body all pleaſures which may preſerve x0 he was a very ſober man , and ſpeaketh not in his Leer. 
tina flouriſhing health, accompanied with grace, writings bur of pulſe and fruits; not for the honour !Þ 5: 

-___ _Vigour, and vivacity of ſenſes. he bear to the virtue of temperance, but for that it yateas) 
ITT. Here may the judicious obſerve, that ſucli was ſeemed he found himſelf better diſpoſed in this fru-' | | 
ſopky of the doQrine of ancient Fpicuraus. For although ma- gality,then in ſuperfluities,the tormenters of health. 

Epics Ny make a monſter ofhim, all drowned in ordure Yet notwithſtanding he isever greatly reprehenſi- 


Iwayethin ang prodigious pleaſure, yet it is very eaſie to 


the world 
* prove, that he never went about to countenance 


thoſe braitiſh ones, who through exorbitance of 
luſt,ruine all-che contentments of the minde and bo- 


ble, in that he ſo deifieth the contentments of Na- 
ture , and this kinde of life free from bodily pain 
and mindes unquiet, that he makes a Sovereign God 
of it, honouring and adoring ir asa Divinity, 


From 
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From this principle he derived concluſions, which 
led to a life wholly repleniſhed with eaſeful idleneſs, 
much prejudicial to civil ſociety, For he would not 
have a wiſe man intermeddle in ſtate-affairs,nor un- 
dertake deſigns for the good at Common-wealths, 
for fear of troubling the repoſe of his mind, & gave 
a moſt infamous advice, to taſt the pleaſures of mar- 
riage , without taking care for the education of 

Arian 1s 4+ children, becauſc it was painful : whereupon Aria- 

C.290, 
mother would have ſmothered him in the cradle, 
had they known ſuch peſtilent words ſhould come 
from his lips, 

He now-adiys is waited on by many , who take 
other ways then he did, to arriveat the practiſe of 
his Maxims. For they uſe their bodies ro ſuch effe.. 
minacy , that they ſeem ſingle in their kind , and 
feed their minds what they can with tender 
thoughts free from any care or affair, which may di- 
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- 


Of the Epicurean life? 
brave it on paper;But might vre have penetratedin. 
to his heart, and taken all the parts of his life aſun- 
der, 1 am perſwaded we might preſently find ſome= 
whar , for which he ſhould be baniſhed out of the 
imaginary Palace of felicity.. 1 canas ſoon believe 
Xenophilus came into the world free from original 
fin , asimagine he went out of 'it exempt from any 
dolour. Ir were as eafie to fail proſperouſly amidit 
the tempeſts of the Ocean, having no other veſſel 


495 


mus in Epiftetws reproacheth him,that his father and 10 bur a tortoyſe ſhel , as to live in the world without 


ſuffering. We are condemned to it before we are 
born, and our tears reach us this decree before we 
iſſue from our mothers womb, 

What remaineth (faies $. Bernard) to finiſh the de. Bern. 1, 2: 
ſcription of man, and to make hins a true piftare of ca- = 
lamity,fince he entreth into the world by the gate of fin, Quid enim 
with a body frail, a mind barren,weakneſs of mortal anger 
AMembers, and ſtupidity of heart being given him as a contin pcc- 


portion of hu birth , and a neceſſity of his condition ? «0? fragils 


vert contentment , ſo -thar they ſuffer themſelves 26 The miſerable Epicurus, who was the firſt Authour 3?! 


with all endeavour to be diſſolved in an caſte tru. 
antly life, wholly to enjoy themlelyes. 

2. Now you, who incline to this SeR,by il! habits 
againſt this taken in the great ſervice you daily do your bodies,l 
MA beſcech you conſider how far it is alienated both 
eccapativ from reaſon and Chriſtianity. Firſt,jee you not that 
es. £O imagine here on-carth alife without pain, is to 
is bein. frame Chymera's in your mind, ſince the world is a 
_ pn ſoil as natnral for thorns , as barren of violets, All 
wper filt9s 
rob .Ec- enough to carry their yoke. Where find you this per- 
£740 .m. Petual quier of mind , this freedom from bodily di. 
ber, felicity {turbances which you figure in your thoughts ? Ir is 
- 1. in my opinion ner unlike the little {land of amber- 

grece,, whereof Garcias ſpeaketh , which was per- 
ceived by certain merchants , who ſayled along on 
the Ocean, Bur they much labouring to take it, in 
ſuch proportion as they advanced towards it, it re- 
coiled-back , and when they thought to touch ir , it 


1. Keaſon 


mente fler:'t, 


of this lazy life, and who ſought by ſpeculation and: « ingro 
praQtiſe into all he could imagine , bending all his {7 7 


fatnitas core 


thoughts and aRions to this purpoſe , found he fa- a,cnnua- 
tisfaRtion in this ſearch ? Hiſtories tell us, this great {7 #744 


father of the happy had a ſtone in his bladder, which ON_— 


115 additig- 


infinitely pained him: & this being a time, that knew — EIS 
not the operations now in uſe to deliver mortals 7, wn 
from theſe vexations, he carried his afition to the remy of 


grave, dying with enraged dolour, Upon this you <xi9%7 


the ſons of Adam (ſaith the Scripture) have trouble 30 ſhal obſerve, that it ſeems God, rature, elements, 


and men, conſpire to torment one, who ſeeks with 
oyer-much curioſity and too ſeriouſly , the con- 
tentments of his body, and the eaſe of his mind. : 
3. Bur, that I may here produce a ſecond reaſon, *' ***'®* 
although you were permitted to pleaſe your ſenſua- 
lity throughout the whole latitude of your delires, 
& the capacity thereof, what ſhould you elſe dp, bur 
ſerve a miſerable body & tic your ſelf all your life- 
time to the preſervation of a fool ard Fck man? JF nm s, 


was loſt inthe waves. I dare affirm you purſue an go you Give according to the fleſh,yon ſhall dy,ſaid the A &** 'v* 


Ifland more imaginary then that, running with full 
ſpeed after the falſe pleaſures of Epicarss.It is a fan. 
talie that mocketh you , and which amuzeth you on 
the ſurges of this lite, ro make you periſh, ſeeing ac- 
Clemens cording to Clemens Alexandrinns , ſenſuality is the 


mm 4 «© ſhipwrack of ; yemny life. : 
«1.3.0, 
Te A man muſt not be born of a mother to eſcape 


worldly moleſtations, ſince the Scripture,which can- 

not licteacheth us , travel is as natural for the chil- 
Hem naſci- dren of women as flight for birds. How could there 
wr ad labo- be pleaſures of body withour pain, ſince pleaſures 
pt ol ae fures if they had not b 
«dzola»m, WOuld never be pleaſures if they had not been pre- 
Job. 57- ceded by ſome incommodiries ? It is a witty reaſon 
jeg of the philoſopher Simplicius , which was well con- 


(a) S Ber. fidered by S. Bernard, (4) Take away hunger (faith 


erat. 4© he)& there is no pleaſurein.viands, take away thirt, 

abi» and the moſt chryltal fountains would be unto you 
rrio. but as mariſhes. Hot things muſt be had to ſeek for 
= i" coolneſs,and cold to be delighted with heat, If you 


nem non 6+ take away evil and neceflity 
on ao moſt ative ſpar which ſenſualicy hath over nawre, 

pidinnwm — The world which is ſo old, che earth (6 fertile,ex- 
ues —_ pecience ſo knowing, and hiſtories ſo curious, conld 
Faicies ; am- ROT this day produce one ſole man abſolutely happy 
bram n» and content. The great Genius of nature P1ixy, who 
_—_ ſearched 'inro- all the corners of the world co meer 
bn ms c- With a man,fach as Epicuras framed in his idza,afſu- 
ez, +4 reth us,that after a very long enquiry, he found but 
&) lin. 1, Ong, a Muſician named (b) Xewophilus, who was ſaid 
7.c.59- to have arrived tothe age of an hundred and five 


—_ years, free from difquiet or ſickneſs. This is a Reds- 7 


py- montado of Greece , which went about to make him 


poſtle to the Romays. All great ſpirits , «who bave a gc. vi te 
teeling of their extraction, the bezuty and nobility feil. 

of their ſouls, take not the neceſſities of life but with 

ſome ſhame and forrow. They regard the flzſh as 

the priſon of a ſpirit immortal, and think to flattec 

it,is to {travgle the better part of themſelves, which 

relteth in the underſianding. The Philoſopher Pleti- ;,.., por. 
»#5,who was renown'd as L worlds Oracle, could pty.y upon 
not endure to have his picture taken, fayirg, he had 5+: 


o frouble enough to ſuffer a wretched body, withour 


multiplying the figures thereof by the help of paint- 
ing, and you imagine it is a virtue of the times to a- 
dore it, and afford it ſubmiſſions which paſs to the 
utmoſt period of ſervitude. How much the more 
we profit m the liberty of God's children, fo much 
the more we proceed in diſengagement from ſenſe, 
and enter as into the ſanRuary of ſouls, there to 
conſult on truths , and underſtand reafons , which 
vindicate us from the dregs of the world, to give us 


, you take away the g9 paſſage into the ſociety ot Angels. 


[t is a ſtrange matter, that the ſubtle Divine Sertzs hou 
thinks, that to underſtand and know cbjeRs by fen- of Scam, 
ſible repreſentations , paſſing through the gate of<27<*"""s 
ſenſe,and firiking our imagination, is a puniſhment $.:»; locis 
from original ſin. He finds itisa harſh ſubjeRion, #quifiter, 
ro make application ro the body, to derive colours, © 
odours, and ſounds from ir, which notwithſtandirs 
ſzemeth as innocent as the purchaſe of bees, who 
ſuck hony out of flowers : and ſhal we think there 


o can be any felicity to plunge our judgment igto all 


the volupruous pleaſures of fleſh ? 
Know we not,it many times doth to the foul,as the 
Heron 


/ 
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An _ heron to the faulcon?He endeayvourcth to flie about The Platcniſts ſaid, our ſouls were of an extration 0 —_ 
marie him, and to wet his wings with his excrements, to whclly celeſtial,and ſent from Heaven to ſerveGod wits, _ 
concern make his flight heavy,and render his purpoſe unpro- on earth, in imitation of the ſervice, Angels do to 


ingthe firable. Alas,how many times feel. we the vigour of him in Heaven, but that many of thoſe poor ſouls 


her9% Our reaſon enervated. by the aſſaults of concupi- _—_— their original, inſtead of going directly 
ſcence, which contraReth the-like advantage from to the Temple of virtue, ſtood amuzed in the houſe 
tnftance 155 Ordures, for the enthralment of the ſpirit ! And ofa Magician, which was the fleſh, that enchanicd 


upon the Why would we ſecond its violence by our weakneſs, them with his charms,and had caſt them into ſerters, 
weakneſs - 1 moreover demand of you, what can you hope where they were entorced to ſuffer a painſull bon- 
ane "from ſo puncually obſerving your body ? You are 10 dage, from whence there were but two paſſages, 


in ſervice . | X 
of zhe bo- not a Geryon with three heads and three throats: wiſdom,or death. Tothis Syncfis made alluſion ine,,., a 
OY,” There needs but alittle to fill you. For though your his Hymns, complaining, his ſoul from a ſeryant of aber b 


concupiſcence be infinite, yet are your ſenſes finite, God was become a ſlave of matter, which had be. *, 

and many times pleaſure overwhelms them before witched it by wily praiſes. And verily who can 5 we 

they afford themſelves the leiſure of taſting them. ſufficiently exprefſle the ſeryitnde a ſoul ſuffers, fatt lp : 

If you reſolve fo curiouſly to attend the ſearch of linked to fleſh,and which onely endeavours to dan- bym. 3. 

pleaſures,you ſhould delire the ſpirit of a horſe, to dle it, hoping by this means to give true content. 

enjoy them with the more vigour and liberty, But ment to the mind ? Firſt, pleaſures are not expoſed 

what ſenſe 1s there ro have the ſoul of a man, and mnow-adays to all the world as the water of a river : Mi qu 

ſeek to be glutred with the mire of the earth : as if 20 ſuch an one there is, who bath ſold himſelf for the [g——_ | -» 

one would teed a Pheenix with carrion,on which ra= life of a hog, who will never have his fill of hogs « in ſags« 

vens live? whenyou have doneall you can to make draft; as $. Peter Chryſologs 1aid of the prodigal nam, Chry- 
onr ſelf happy by diverſity of worldly pleaſures, child. Men coverous ot bodily riches would willing. 5 
caſts will ever have more then you. For their ſen- ly make themſelves borns and claws of iron,to ſpeak go. Tr. 

ſitive' ſouls much ſooner meet the heighth of na- with the wiſe Plato, of purpoſe to take and des ? ——_ 

ture, and as their pleaſures are free from ſhame, fo fend, the one his wealth, the other his loathſome 

they drag not ſorrow after them, They are not pleaſures. Many times iron gates mult be broken to : 

gnawn with cares by deliring chings needleſs, they purchaſe a fruftion, which draweth along with it a —_— 

rake what the elements afford them, and what the thouſand diſturbances, Behold how a man who is health, 

induſtry of man manures for them, and know not 30 exceſſively enamoured of his own health, becomes 

whatit is to find poiſonous maladies in the moſt ar=. ſuppliant and ſervile to his body. Fe fears his pro- 

dent pleaſures ſenſuality may imagine, But admit per dyet, all kind of airs are dreadfall to him , nor 

you were reſolved to become a braſt with the di- can he take but with diſtruſt, thoſe very comforts 

ſciples of Fpicurns, yet ought you not. forall that, which afford him life, He makes of his ſtomach a 

according to your own limits, ſurpaſs the bruſh. ſoyl of drugs ; he perpetually conſulteth wich his 

neſs of beaſts. And 1 pray tell me,where is the beaſt Phyſicians , Þe tells bis infirmiries © all he world , 

which hath never fo little generoſity, would not he ſecks out extraordinary cures, as he often hath 

think it ſelf moſt miſerable, itit were condemned ro imaginary diſeaſes ; he lives in an atflicting equali- 

eat and drink perpetually, and grow lazy inan idle | ty, and would many ::mes rather tranſgrels Gods 

life? They frame themſelves very willingly tothe ex+ 40 ten commandments, rhen fail. in one of Hypecrates's 

erciſes nature appointed them for the ſerviceof man, aphoriſms,1 leave you t6111k,what death were not 

and a man thinks it a greatPhyloſophy to conſecrate much ſweeter, then health fo re)igiouſly preſerved. 


all the parts othis body to ſenſuality, no whit conſi- See now on the other ſide a worldly woman, who Slavery of 
derirs, he is made for the contemplation of things feeleth her beauty(thar ſhort tyr any)already in the / avon 
Divine, for the love and fruition of the firſt cauſe, wain, & yet would cheriſhit in the opinion of men, «s cara, © 


Avicenna, an excellent wit, by the unh?ppineſs of wha, heretofore adored it, or of ſuch hkewife, who 14gne vir 
/, his birth ranked in the ſe& of Aſahomer, coming to may be taken in the ſame ſnere. What doth rot this ,j,7 
tib. de pri. Conſider this faiſe Propher had placed the beatirude filly creature to make her ſelf to be elicemed fair ? Cato Cen 
mz Philo. of the other life in the injoying ſenſual pleaſures, What time waſteth ſhe not to ſeem ſlender,to waſh, |. 
rop1.%:©'- was ſoaſhamed of ir, that he ſhrunk from his Pro- ,,, paint, to divide the white,well to mingle the red,to 
velizz9, pher, that he might not betray his reaſon, The law 3 powder her bair,to make her ſelf-eycbrows,to pre- 
Ko'av'e ( faith he) which Aahomet gave us, conſidered bea= ſerve the whiteneſs of her teeth, to ſet a vermillion 
aving ol 4 . - X , k hk . . » . 
in, titude and miſery within the limits of the body: but tinRure on her lips, little patches like flies on her 
there are promiſes, and hopes of other bleifings cheeks,choole fiuffs,and thinkof new faſhions. What 
much more excellent, and which cannot be concci= torture inflicteth ſhe not on her body with thoſe 
ved but by the force of a moſt purified underſtand- iron ſtayes and whalebones ? How many turns'mas 
ing, Which is the cauſe, wiſe Divines ever ſet their Keth ſhe dayly before a looking-glaſle ? What per. 
+.1:-14, 3 Ove onthe bleflings of ſpiric, without any account plexities of mind, what apprehenſions, leaſt her de. 
<n1n@ taken of thoſe of ſenſe, in compariſon of the felicity fe&s may appear ? And what diſcontent,when after 
c-»» pra4 We one day pretend to have in the union of our im- ,, ſuch torments ſo miſerably ended, ſhe ſees her ſelf 
Verma. mortal ſpirit with the firſt Verity. What can our deſpiſed by men, before ſhe becomes the food of 
worldlings anſwer to this Arabiax ? Should they worms? What Captain of a Galley was ever ſo 
not bluſh with ſheme, to fee a man bred in the cruel to fettered ſlaves, as vanity and love of the 
{choolof Epicyrus, gone out of it to teach usthe body areto the ſoul ? Purſue the track of all other 
Maxim of Chriſtianity ? pleaſures, and you ſhall find chem painful and dolo- 
3. Reaſon. 4, Firally,to conclude this diſcourſe with athird rous, ard in the end you will be enforced to fay, 
ag * reaſon, although the ſervice of the body were poſſi- there is no worſe bondage then that which is affor- Geileo 
19 ble, and notſhamefull to you, do you not well ſee ded to wretched fleſh. The Prophet E [ay ſpeaking 79 
it is tyrannical, and that Epicarss himſelf, wholly of puniſhments due to ſinners and worldlings,faith, 1fai 30. 22 
bent to pleafure,cut off all he could from nature for 9 they are written on box, whereupon we way fay ———_ 
this onely cauſe, which made him think over-much with S. Hierom, it is to ſhew the laſting of it, ſince Efay.. 


care of the body was extreamly oppoſite to felicity? charaftcrs graven on ſuch kird of wood, cannot ſo ——_ of 
caſfily * 
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exfily be tiken'off.” But ' hero, conſider a ſecret, 
which ceacheth me box bears no fruit, only fatisfied 
ro produce a flower, which! otherwiſe making a 


goodly ſhew, killeth Bees that ſuck it. The, Propher. 


in this figure preſented to.us a/lively image of plea- 
ſare, which ſurprizech- the eys by a yam. illution, 
whilſt it conveyeth poylon into the heart. Reltichen, 
aſſured , you ſhall never meet with ſolid; content- 
ment of minde, but by the ways the Saviour of the 
worldſhewed us on earth, to crensfer us troHeayen, 
+ The juſt are here below, as little Halcyons- on the 
trembling of waters, or Nightingales - on thorns. 
They fole their joys amongſt holy tears, and their 
delights in auſterities of life. There is nothing {6 So- 


Life © 
the Juſt» 


yereign , as early to accuſtora to depend. {lutle on 
bodpand quickly to forſake a thouſand things 
by ete&ion; which you ſhall be enforced to abandon 


of neceſſity. When a;manner of virtuous lite is cho- 
ſen, and which hath ſome auſterity in ic, cuſtom 


makes it ſweet; grace fortifieth it,perſeverance nou- 2Q Wicked deportments of this -Prince until his ,inceſt; 


riſherh it, and glory crowns it. How many world- 
lings daily. purrifie in a miſerable condition , who 
have from their cender age yielded all ſubmiſſion to 
their fleſh, and how many delicate bodies in- Mona 
ſeries have we ſeen, which the whole world; con» 
demned to the beir trom therr entring-into Religi- 
on, to go ont of hair-cloath, aſhes, and: faſts, as a 
Phoenix from herTomb ? A lifewithout croſſes is a 
dead Sea, which breedeth nought but ſtench and 


ſterility. : but auſterity is like the «£gyprien thorn, zo beſides, the pride-of thoſe. wbo hate, t 


which hadan excellent grace: in Crowns. We are 
Florificare » called ro Chriſtianity; ro bear a God crucified on 
& yo4** our fleſh, and, asit were, impreſſed with the Cha- 
corperrve- rater of Divine Love, Let us carefully preſerve 
or our ſelves from proftituting members to ſenſuality, 
made to be the Temple of the living God, and the 
ornament of Paradiſe. Holy Job was in ſtate ſo la- 
mentable, that thoſe who beheld him coald ſcarcely, 

tell, whether it were a man reduced into a dunghil, 
or a dunghul into the ſha 

ding ia the midſt of theſe fmarting dolours which 

over -ran all his body, and the affitions which aſ- 

failed bis minde , he received ſo unſpeakable corz- 

forts from God, that bimſelf confeſſeth ro have no- 

thing ſo ſtrange in his own perſon , as his proper 
Mirabilite tOrments. Bebold the reafon why he exalted himſelf 
OM on his dunghil, as upon a throne of virtue, he ador- 
+. ned himſelf with his wounds as with a royal purple, 
he took the Scepter in hand over all effeminacies of 


body, and pronounced Oracles unto vs,which to all 5g fter, who hath nothing at all in her, which can dif- 


Ages ſhew , that chere is neither evil nor affliction 
wherein God maketh nor his miracles of our pains, 
and his glory of our rewards. 


The thirteenth ExameLeE upon the 
thirteeath M A + 7 at. 


The miſerable event of Luſf. 
AMMON the Son of D AVID. 


[7 is not one of the leaſt miſeries of the greateſt 
of all evils, I mean fin, that the ill example which 
often accompanierh ir,doth likewiſe ſurviveir. It is, 
to ſay truly, a moſt birrer f-uit of this direful tree, 
or rather a Cien, which it in growing produceth, 
-and which being fed from its ſap, ftands upright af- 
ter the fall ofit. Nor is it ſtrange, that when once 
the mercy of God (only able for this great work) 
hath ſtifled the monſter fin in the ſoul of parents, yet 


fails it not (though wholly dead) to infeR their fa- ,, 


milies, and-poyſon their poſterity with the ſtench 
of its ordure, 


toand ahough Hlotred our, fai]s.not to,read them, and 


of a man, Notwithitan- 49 


Of the Epicurean life, 


David that great Prince, that King according to 
God's bearr,had loft the afteRtions and ſweet indul, 
gencies of it, by an adultery ayd an homicide. He af- 
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terward weepeth,, he, Rhaly ly. praycth, be londly, 
cries, and God, who.is-w\l NG be moyed,turnet | 
his eys from his crimes, and, that, he may no-more, 
hereatier ſee, them , applies the Sponge to cleanſe 
them,; yet behold long .after' Ammon, one of . his. - 
children, who caſtetb,aweye on theſe bad:lefſons,; 


to. learn;thence-the ſcience of bis own. ruine: This 
unhappy Prince ſcorns go refle& on the milde ,tem- 
per; the- penance and 2eal of bis father, to. look on 
$ exOrbitancies, He cannot ſee this Sun but ine. 
clipſe,and not ſeeking to makechoiceamong. ſo, ma. 
ny eminent virtues, which. had made bim happy, he 
will not followhis ſteps. but in.a path, where needs 
he muſt meer with ill adventures, | 
Alchough the boly Scripture ſpeaketh- not of the 


yer there 13a great probability he begag, not at the 
end, nor mounted this tower of confuſion bythe; 
tOp : but rather areivedabinber by the degrees ofa, 
lite irregulag,  cffeminaxe, and freed from the care; 
of the ſoul, wholly to reſign himſelf to the ſervice, 
of the body, and its concupiſcence. But inſomuch as 
loathing, which always waits very, near upon the 
moſt exquiſite pleaſures, is wont. every moment te 
put the levity of ſinners upon. new 7 5/2 that 


|  ( O Go 
ſupremely-amiable.). perpetually mounteth , uncil 


their giddineſs precigitate them into the aby is, Be. 4m" 
hold'here-our-wicked one-, our Epicare , before Ped... 


there was an Epicurein the world, who tejeReh his filter. 
mean crimes, diſtaſterh comman pleaſures, and pro» 
jeceth an inceſt with bis own ſiſter,not conſidering 

how unreaſonable it is, to facrifice the honour of 

the royal houſe, the tranquillity of his father,” his 

ſoul and falyation to the diſtemper of his fancy. 

He turneth his eys from heaven,and from theGod 
of heaven , whoſe wonders his father had ſo often 
ſung unto bim;be is wholly for paſſion whichpredo- 
minateth over him,nor entertains any other cogita- 
Lons butts ſatisfie ic, Already this feaver, which 
takes away his ſenſe, bath inflamed his blood, lea- 
ving kim nought in his veins, bur the fire of Hell, 
which more and more increaſeth. The contagion of 
this unſound ſoul ſpreads over the body. Behold 
(faith the Hiſtory) he fallsſick for the love of his (i- 


pleaſe him bur her chaltity ; becauſe that ſets before 
him the great difficultics of his enterprize.He hath a 
triend, &this proves his main unhappineſs, a worldly 
wile one,aflattering friend,a companion of hisr.ors; 
but ſuch amities which deſerve not the name,reſem- 
ble falſe fires, which ſeeming all inflamed, are no- 
_ elte but fmoak very calily diflipated,& whoſe 
bright ſplendour only ſerves to lead into precipices, 79444, 
This was 704dab,one of David'sNephews,who ha- tt am 
ving ſearched into the change both of his counte- mn to in- 
nance and humour, quiekly underſtood the reaſon of ___ 
it from his lips, {6 that roo caſily complying with his Tk«msr, 
—_ he laſtly gave him this counſel : Lye ( faith 
e) onyour bed, counterfeit ſickneſs, the Ki: 
doubtleſs will viſit you , you ſhall beg of kim thac 
your ſiſter Thamar may come toryou to prepare 
your diet, andhe without doubt vil aſſent to it. 
Cruel friend, nay ratherſoothing enemy ,whar doſt 
thou? Thou well knoweſt that thus flexibly to ſerve 
thepaſſon of this violent ſpirit, thou ſubjeReft himto 
the extremity of all unhappines.Thou ſtrangleſt this 
Prince whilſt thou flatterelt him,and in lieu of good 
offices, 
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Ammon 
diſſem- *© 
bleth fick- 
neſs. 


Thamar”'s 
advice. 


Ammon 
deſpiſeth 
his diſho- 
noured 


ſiſter, 
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offices, piveſt him a hand to lead bim down'into ruin, 
Were it not better to uſe fire and ſteel for the cure 
ofthis mad man, then to comply with his malady to 
render it incurable?Were it not better with a bitter, 
but charicablecorreRion,to purge his bad humours, 
then to pour into him a plea(1 ifon ? 

There is nothing more faithfully or more readily 
executed, then an ll advice , quickly-our amoriſt is 
in his bed, he entreateth Thawar of the King, who 


"© Fo 


Part”z] 
vants to drive her out, and ſhut the door after her, 

Who can deſcribe the griefs and —_—_—_ affli- 

Red creature,defamed by her brother,and thruſt by 

a groom out of a houſe, whereinto ſhe came not but 

to do him ſervice ? She caſt aſhes on her head, rent 

her garments, lifts her hands over her head, goes a- 

way weeping and lamenting like one diſtra&t, to 

ſeek out her brother Ab/alow, to give him an ac- 

count of her dolours,and to ask revenge. 


came to viſit him,;where behold the father, too good xg, This Prince (one of the moſt prudent and politick 4t/al» 


for ſo bad a ſon, grants what he demandeth, The 
poor virgin likewiſe obeyeth the commands of her 
father; and the ſuggeſtions of her own heart, which 
had but too much tenderneſs towards fo execrable a 
brother. She runs like an innocent vidim' to the 
Knife ,which muſt cur her throat,ſhe follows the bait 
not doubting the hook, arid goeth fearleſs into a 
place, where ſhe muſt looſe all. This diſſembling ſick 
man at firſt refuſeth ttie'broths/ſhe had prepared to 


of his time) ar the firſt diſſembleth his reſentment , ©!9'< in his 
to make it ſeaſonably appear, he endeavoureth ro 55 
ſweeren the acerbity of his ſoul by fair words,advi- 

ſeth her to be ſilent, ſheweth when all is done he is 

her brother, and that ſhe ſhould not take ſuch an 

injury to the heart. Needs muſt the ſmoake of plea- 

ſure, turn the courſe of things into flames, and a 
momentary contentment tranſmit ſorrow and ſad- 

neſſe over to poſterity, 


procure” him an appetite, 'but having given com- 20 | Behold Thamar lives in her brothers houſe, quite 


mind all ſhould depart but of the chamber, deſires 
his ſiſter'to bring them'in'; ſhe who nothing doubr- 
ed the practiſe, readily goes in, offers them to him, 
but the enraged creature” ſeizeth on her, and re- 
quires to lie with her. | 

The poor Princeſs ſurprized in this attempt,ſeeks 
to temper him with ſweet words. Alas,dear brother 
(faith ſhe)commitr wot ſuch a violence upon me,remen- 
ber with your ſelf this abomination is Without example 


diſconſolate, King David is enraged, nor can be ap. 
peaſed, and Ab/alem hides under the aſhes of his 
diſlimulation a fire not to be quenched, but with 
the bloud of this caitiff. 

Two years paſſed, and he ſpake neithgr well nor ill 
of this a&,that he might not by his ſpeech betray the 
deſire he had to avenge it. Inthe end, at the time of 
his ſheep ſhearing in Balhazor, he took occaſion to 
invite all the Kings children to his houſe.He invited 


in Iſrael. Baniſo ſuch thoughts from you, and take heed 30 the King likewiſe, but he making excuſe to charge 


Jouenterprize wot an att, which will among the wiſeſt 
beeſteemed au unſpeakable foly. Whither ſhall I go af- 
ter ſuch a ſhame, or what will you do, when you have 
purchaſed ſoill reputation ? By all means ſpeak, to the 
King, he is a good father ,he perhaps will freely afford 
Jon that, Which you by violence Would take. The enra- 

ed monſter will not ſo much as underſtand her, he 
torceth her, he finds himſelf to be the ſtronger, and 
makes uſe of this advantage for the ſatisfaction of a 


him with ſo great atrain,he entrears that at the leaſt 
his brother Ammon might be his gueſt. He ſhrinks nor 
back, not upon the firſt denial, he enforceth by the 
eagerneſs of importunity, where behold che miſera- 
ble man goes with his brothers, not knowing he muſt 
be the vitim ofa Sacrifice, prepared by the Juſtice 
of heaven,which hath ever undertaken the revenge 
of violated chaſtity, Sec in the midſt of a banquer, 
when Ammo had taken in alittle wine,and was full 


paſſion, nay rather of a fury, which even the moſt 40 of jollity, Abſalom cries out, kill ; and hisſ{ervants _1,mes 


part of bruit beaſts abhor. 

It is a ſtrange thing ,how thoſe who ſeek their con- 
tentment in the contempt of God and his ordinan- 
ces, make an ill reckoning. They meet with worm- 
wood eyen in honey : their fingers are pricked 
whilſt they gather roſes,the odour of which ſo ſoon 
paineth them, and in a word they ſee, that loathing 
concludeth, what was begun by Curdances and iry- 
patience, This inconſtant ſpirit promiſed himſelf 


following the dizeion be had given them,fell upon faiu. 
bim, ſtruck him,and left him dead in the place, The 
other brothers affrighted,roſe from the table,got on 
horſe-back,and came to Foy, where they ſatisfied the 
_— thought his whole family had been maſla- 
cred. They at their entrance cried out aloud, they 
wept with their father, who gave to the deſolation of 
his houſe what remaind of tears,after thoſe torrents 


which had heretofore dropped from his eyes, and 


pleaſures without anxiety or period, but behold him 5© where his ſins had happily made ſhip-wrack. 


foiled in the firſt fruition. This infinite love 'finds its 
end in the beginning, or rather its change into aver- 
ſon and hatred, 

Behold he preſently deſpiſeth his ſiſter,yea,excel- 
ſively , mark the Scripture : The hatred was much 
pores then was ever the affeRion. He commands 

erto be gone,and ſhe exaggerating the ſecond of- 
fence committed by him, his ſo unworthy uſage of 
her after ſuch an outrage, he willeth one of his ſer- 


The murderer eſcapeth and forſakes the Kingdom, 
and David languiſheith with ſorrow for his abſence, 
being unable to endure that one death alone ſhould 
bercave him of two of his children. Laſtly he com- 
forted himſelfin it, and admired the judgments of 
God upon his houſe, who permitted that two of his 
ſons were partakers in his crimes,and had ſurmoun- 
ted his adultery and homicide, with an inceſt and 
a fratricide, 
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"THE FROPHANE COURT. 


That one muſt be evil to be bappy, ſince the 
Fuft are moſt affli&ed, we 


] T is a wonderfull thing/how the Prophane Court 


dares propoſe this maxim, refated by the expe- 
rience of all Ages, obſervations of all hiſtories, 


| That all 


—— 


TH E HOLY COURT. 
is happy tor the Juſt, yea, even 


tribulation. 


underſtandings of all people, and common voice of 

nature. 
Cameraringin his Problem, wherein he purfueth 
the 
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the tra&s of ordinarily life, without ſearch into 0- 
ther conſiderations more Divine, makes a queſtion, 
why thoſe who are addicted to Religion,are always 
moit happy. And on the contrary, trom whence it 
is, that the wicked are moſt untortunace : affirming 
it to be obſerved throughout all Hiſtories, Now this 
Authour, who plainly ſheweth in this Treatiſe he is 
none of the molt Religious , gently toucheth ſome 
reaſons, ſaying among other things, there is ſome 
power which pleafed to depreſs the wicked, becauſe 
ordinarily they are of a ſpirit fierce and inſolent, as 
if impiery alone were not ſufficient for their infeli- 
city. The puniſhments of the wicked are ſo frequent 
in hiſtories both divine and humane, that in ſo great 
an Ocean of examples, which may take up more 
then fifty Ages ; ſcarcely can we produce one ſole 
notable felicity, which felt not ſome great miſhap. 
That we many times may have cauſe to make uſe of 
S. Auguſtine's,ard S. Encherius'sargument,who ſay, 
that airhoughGod puniſh not a crime in this life, he 
doth ir to aſſure us there is a great Tribunal, anda 
puiſſant Juſtice in the other world Jt were a thing 
ſuperfluous at this time to oppoſe this Maxim by et- 
fects which are ſo eyident, and whereof I think I 
have produced ſufficient obſervations in preceding 
Tomes: ] had rather here imploy reaſon, and ſhew 
all ro be happy co the juſt, yea, tribulation. 
T hat the Providence of GOD excellently appeareth 
in the afflicticns of the + 
\ MEncuriousin their cenſures,and diſtruſtful in 
their ations, have neyer ceaſedin all times to 
argue with Divine Providence about the afflitions 
of the Juſt;but I wnh the aſſiſtance of heaven intend 
at this preſent to prove the Eternal Wiſdom ma- 
keth it ſelf viſibly appear by the ſame things,wher. 
with many think co overthrow it. Now I makeit 
good by tour reaſons : the firſt whereof ſhall ſhew, 
worldly bleſſings cannot Ve great but by the expe- 
rience of evils. Secondly, that tribulationis the nur. 
Gng-mother of all virtues., Thirdly, that there is no 
ſpc&acle more glorious amorg the works of God, 
then an Innocent afflicted for Juſtice, and patient in 
affliction. Fourthly, that it is a proof of beatitude. 


beth We then deliver in the beginning of this diſcourſe, 
-- a notable Maxim drawn out of Azeas Gaza, an an- 
[IT2 


£& * cient Authour,inſerted in the Bibliotbeck of the Fa- 


*.2% > thers : Never do we ſufficiently know the ſweetneſs 
7s 77 


- . + of good, without the trial of evil, Zoſeph mounted 
ot 7” upon the triumphant Chariot of Pharach by priſons 
j 15. and fetters : David to the throne of Sax! by many 
T#13%- perſecutions. And their great proſperities wk 

more ſweer unto them, becauſe they were for-gone 
by ſharpaffiitions, We ſee the fame in Nature, 
where the Sun is more reſplendent after its eclipſe, 
the Sea more calm after a terapelt,and the air much 
brighter after a ſhower,which made a great Stares- 
Mocet. 10an fay : Storms and te mpeſts contribate tothe clear- 
gue tmpe- neſs of the heavens, and the ſmoothneſs of the ſea, The 


riem, rb. condition of mortals hath this proper, that adver ſitics 


nes 1empe- 


go Itisa matrer almoft impoſsble to preferve a great 13. 


Of Tribulation. 


manner of evil. I anſwer to that, there is very much 
difference between the condition of things eternal 
and termporal, Angels entred almoſt as ſooninto fe- 
licity, as into being becauſe they were placed in the 
upper region of the world, where miſe-ies cannot 
approach, and who having beſides a ſingular know. 
ledge of God's favour, {ſtood not in necd to be aid. 
ed by the counterpoize of adverſitics. But as for us,' 
we are dot only born in a ſoil, which is as fertile in 
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diveria ſpe- 
614 Latent. 
Pliin. in 
Panegyr? 
Trajans 


to calamities, as forreſts in birds, and rivers in fiſh : but 


bel:des, we are extreme ignorant of (God's grace, 
when we lons enjoy proſperity ; which is the cauſe 
that adverſity,though neceſſarily tied to our condi- 
tion, maketh us notably open our eys to know the 
felicities which followit, and to underſtand from 
what ſource they proceed. As for that which con. 
cerneth the Divinity, it cannot, to ſpeak properly, 
endure any thing contrary by reaſon of the Ly 
tion of its cſſence, which is fully repicniſhed with all 


20 ſorts of bearitude.God(faid Philen) is incommunicable 


to tribulations, he i alWeys vigorous, ever free from 
avlour or pain, perpetually in atlion, without weari- 
nes, ſi1ll plunged in a ſea of meſt pure delights, as be= 
ing the height, end, and aim of felicity. 

Thereupon unable to ſuffer { as heis God ) and 
yet willing to undergo ſome ſpecial part inthe 
great ſacrifice of patience, which began with the 
world, he took a body, and in that body drank the 
cup of the paſlion,ſhewing evidently to all mortals, 


30 {bat tribulations by their darkneſs avail to the 


brighteſt rays of glory, which $. A»g»ſtinc ſpake in 

very expreſs terms, aus os 
T he only Son bern of the ſubſtance of the Fathtr, de Tarr 

and equal tothe Father in Divine Eſſence :the word, ney 

by which all things were created, had nothing to ſuffer quals ratri 

45 God, and us cloathed with onr fleſh to participate in '" frm® 

or punihments. lows feb 


2. The ſecond reaſon which viſibly ſheweth the [+4 ſont 
ſecret of Divine Providence in the tribulation of the 777%". 

© Juſt, is, that God being the Sovereign SanRity,was /-ge!tare- 
neceſſarily to procure ard plant it in the ſouls of his '”” 44 
EleR, by all the moſt effeRual ways which his wiſ- {mm cf, 
dom bach ordained. Now -there is not any ſhorter «tn {+ 
way to virtue, then a well managed affliction, and 390 0 

therefore it was neceſſary to maintain adverfity in Qije Fas 
the world, 2sthe Nurſe of great and generous acti. 0% 
ons of Chriſtianity, Jt was neceſſary ( ſaith the pur ue 1en- 
Scripture) to try thee by tribulation , becanſe thoy 12 prove- 


waſt acceptable to God. Tob.12 


virtue in perpetual proſperity ; one muſt be more $*5* 5 
then a man, and to have a double ſpirit: which is de micab. 
excellently well obſerved by S. Azgnſtine,uponthe 5? 
words of Elizexs , I intreat your fþirit may be dorb- 4 
led in me. Elizew (faith he) begged the ſpirit of Z- 4picx #1 
lizs might be-doubled in him, becauſe he was to live "© 
inthe favour of Court and worldly proſpecrities, 

where the way is more ſlippe:y , and dangers moſt 


frequent.His Maſter E/:as had paſſed his lite in'ma- 


Enelaicom- £70W Out of prefÞþerities, and properities from adver- 60 ny perſecutions, wherefore a ſingular ſpirit was ſuf- 


rage fitieswgGed hideth from us the ſeeds both of the one aud 
vaver =, the other ;, and many times the cauſes of bleſſings and 
tio meriali- evils are covered under one and the ſame appearauce. 
fs. ONE may here objeR, that if we muſt always have 
4, & «4. Evil to taſt good, we might infer the Angels were 
rae enh...... ſufficiently happy, becauſe they arrived at bea- 
ns "0. tude without palling through tribulations, theſe 
2at «r- being the Flower-de-luces of God's garden, which 
rn9:/" neither wrought nor took pains to be cloathed with 
plernnq;be- the robe of glory ; 
num &. had ſome detect in his felicity, ſince he always bath 
ws ſp a moſt accompliſhed beatitude,with excluſion ofall 


hcient for his direRion, adverſity being not ſo diffi 

cultly born as proſperity. But infomuch as eminenc 

fortunesare ſubject to deep drunkeneſles, & ſupine 

forgerfulneſs of God, theProphet ſaith by an initin& Fit i» me 

of the, Divinity ; Let your Fþirit be doubled in me. _— "= 
Proſperity under the ſhew of felicity deceiveth vs; 3oer, de * 

tribulationis ever true: the one flatters us, the other ©22!9!: 3» 

. prol, 8, 

inſtrueth us; the one tieth up our ſenſes& reaſon, 

the other unbinds them : the one is windy, empty, 


we might conclude God himſelf 7 giddy,ignorant ; the other ſober,reſerved;and pru- 


dent:the one withdraweth us from real good by the 
allurements of yanity, the other reduceth us by a 
F FE wholc- 


410 
wholſome way into the duty from whence we wan- 
9x bc dered, S. Berpard ſaith exccllently : Proſperity is in 
Fu ad 4.4. Weak and inconſiderate fouls, as fire to wax, and the 
pl.nim,qud fan's rays to fnow, David was very wile, and Solt- 
egms 44 ce: 293 much more, yet both charmed by the great ſuc- 


yam, nu» d 


fois rad1a; CElG of affairs loſt underiianding , the one at leaſt in 


ad niven» part,the other wholly. We mult affirm,there is need 
- > of a ſ{troyg ſpirit 0 ſublilt in adveriity , wichout 


pavid, /* chanse of reaton or conſtancy : but it is much more 
= - hard co taſt very plealirg proſperities, & not be de« 
Handicni- Ceived, This is the cauſ2 why wile providence,ever 
bu _—_— keep viriue in breath , cealeth not to exerciſe it 
So 2, in this honourable liſt of great ſouls, and we behold, 
pore, alter that following theſe proceedings, it thence deriveth 
Mews; £rcat advantages and many beauties. T he Ccripture 
qu1 incite noteih that 7ob (a } returning intro the luſter of his 
" a5v9J* former ſtate, gave titles to his three daughters,much 


ve! param 4 Obſerved: for he called one by the name of Day,the 
ſepia, ne gther Caſſia, Or as lome Interpreters ſay Amber, & 


mmor cit 
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Of Tribulation. Part 2, 


his hand farinto the borto df his ulcers,drew thence b*'#«157, 6: 
the corruption and worms, which made him honou- duriigws 
rable by the lights of his patience. Have we not cauſe /* /41/4- 
to cry out with Tertullian : (tf) Oh what a trophey 7.00 
hath God erefled in this holy man! Oh,what a ſt audarg 4a: ſanicw 
hath he advanced in the ſight ef all his enemics? 1 dare © mie” 
freely pronounce it , there 1s not any approacheth ..,../,..; 
more near toGod, then a man laden with aftlitions, /7/»4- * 


and become ifivincable in the arms of patience,” And; 


24:1 lus de- 


tolask of you what made Teby to bt called the Goods 4bar. 


God ( g) butthis admirable virtue? I fay although Catha.Col« 


: - "D lat,de nece 
many have been honoured with marks of the Divi- $ancorum. 


nity, by reaſon of their favours and benignities to- (f) Wc 
1 , - in ills wire 
wards men,(there being nothing which ſo charmeth s 


feretrum, 


people asthe profuſion of benehts ) yet intereſt y/as 2 4e 414- 
the cauſe great men were flattered with ſuch titles 7 27% 


it! quale Vs 


above their deſerts, whereas quite otherwiſe,praiſe »!/»- d: 
rendered to patience is much more ſincere, as being” /** 


glone EX(1u6- 


expreſſed by a certain veneration afforded toa vir-7 z tecuut, 


praſens fal;. The third Amalthea*s Hora,{otheSeptuagint triſlate 20 tue abſolutely heroick : which makes me conclude, 4ePar.c.rz. 


ca: ſ arri- jt, We muſt not think ſo hely a man would herein 
; 1.7% do any ſlight thing , or not to ſome purpoſe. Bur if 
(4) Job 42. we believe Holy tathers upon it, he meant by theſe 
Mercerts three names to ſignifie the three conditions of for- 
in Job : n ; 
tune, The firſt, (which wes before his great adverlſi- 
ties) is compared to the day rejoycing us with the 
natural ſweetneſs of its feremty. The ſecond,which 
was that of his calamity, to amber becauſe it is pro- 
perly in tribulation, where virtue diffuſerh her good 


odours ; it reſembleth aromatick ſpices, which more 3o of Divine viſ.on for his ſingular manſuetude, 


ſhew their virtue when they are pounded & brought 
into powder in a mortar ; or incenſe, which never 
[cts it-ſo much appear what 1t is, as when it is caſt on 
coals : ſo that this morio of the Wiſeman ray be at- 
(b) 2446 tributedto it,{b) A reſpleoyarnt fire,and incenſe bury. 


iu rf 722 is the fire. lnthe end iſſuing forth of tedious tri- 
CONT, Sg" - . . arti 
5 bulations,and having been hardned and fortified un- 


© xene, der forms, it openeth its boſom, and unfoldeth ad. 
Lerlele 59: nirable fruits , which fitly make it to be called the 


(c) Eſt ergo *y" X h 
beatiinds in broſe (c ) there is a certain beatitudein dolours, 
bentes, which virtue full of {weetneſs and delight repref. 
1695 P e114 
ſnavitats : R p : 
virus c9 ble riches, as well for ſatisfaction of its conſcience, 
pou © as the condition of glory. 

*- 3.For weaffirm tor a third reaſon, that God hath 


fob 4 ! 518- 
ci: 07114: not a more $!0rious ſpeRacle on earth , then a juſt 
bund ans vel 


{2 <{.ca- Man afflicted and patient. 1s it not that which God 


nam v ad himſelf meant inthe book of 7b,where thePrince of 
£1". darkneſs , telling he had gone round about the 


offic. 1. 2. World, he ſaid not to him : Halt thou ſeen the Mo- 
_ rarchies and Empires,which bow under my Scepter, 
and circumvolve under my laws? Halt thou ſeen Pa- 
laces of Kings and Princes, whoſe turrets penetrate 
the clouds 2 Haſt thou ſeen armies all encloſed with 
ſor0rds,making the carth rremble under the claſhing 
of iheir arms? Halt thou beheld the theaters, beauties 
and triumph of greatneſs ? Halt thou conſidered all 
the 'wealth which nature reſerveth for me in maga. 
zins ? He ſayes nothing of all that, What then ? 


ſeth, from whence it acquireth palms, and ineſtima- - 


that menraviſhed with the fight of this notable pa. (.£) 'O 
tience which ſhined in T«y,when having done wel, i7%s zu 
evil was retributed, furnamed him the Geod Ged,nor fs tim 
for any other reaſon but his admirable conſtancy, $15 = 
having this maxim wel engravenin their hearts, that $i5»». 
God hath not on earth a more perfe& Image of his —e——_ 
vreatneſs, then a patient man. $. Demis (þ) likewiſe :. 
plainly calleth patience the imitation of the Nivini. (þ) ©t0- 
ty, ard addeth, Afoſes was honoured with the rays cv puciay 
Gig $07- 
4.Laſtly,l ſay tribulation confirmeth usin the faith 7129 aZ- 
of future things, as being a manilelt proof of beati. «ne@. 
tude, For reaſoning, though never ſo little by the 3 2+ 
light of nature, we judge if there beany juſticein *'** 
men,it isin God as in its ſource, with an incompara- 
ble eminency ; «nd therefore we cannot imaginea 
Divinity without the inheritance of goodneſs and 
equiry,which perpetually accompany it. Now when 
we ſee innocent men continually afflicted , who go 


Horn f abundance, Whereot we ſay with $. Am- 4© Out of this life by bloudy and horrible ways, many 


times oppreſſed by the tyranny of men, and havin 
none to revenge their aſhes,we neceſſarily conclude, 
there is in the other lite another juſtice,and another 
tribunal,where cauſes muſt be decided in a laſtCourt 
of judicature.We ſay with. Panl:(1)T he expeftation (i)Expe8 a. 
of the creature locketh for the revelation of Gods chil- ' creaturs 
aren: For every creature is ſubjett to nithing.u't of his + w—— 
” J J $4 filiorum Des 
own liking but by the ordinance of him,who hath ſubje- expedta: 
fted him With hope of riſing again : Fer creatures ſhal ot © 
be delivered from the ſervitude of all corruption into ra ſubjeta 
the liberty of the children of God. That was it, which .. 9» ve- 
comforted all the Martyrs 1n hideous torments , Fang ane pr 
when their ſou's were torn out of their bodies with sjecir eams 
incomparable violence, For although mortal mem- \#*: 9 
bers yielded to the ſword of perſecution , yer they ms litera 
beheld , though with an eye drenched in bloud and %* 4 /#- 
rears, the bright glory which waited on them, and ,,,;vni, 
ſaw 8s in a mirrour the throns of thoſe prodigious 'eoratem 
ſufferings diſpoſed all intoCrowns. There S. Stephen $97.5 i 


ſaw his {tones changed into as many rubies to ſerve Rom. x. 


(4) xnuwm. (&) Haſt thou looked on my ſervant 7:6, who hath 60 for matter of veneration to piety,and an example of 


qe not his like on earth 2 And what maketh him more 
erafti ſerv 


©" admirable,then that which Caſſ7auns (e)mentione;h? 
Job, qwd A man was ſeen abounding in all ſorts of bleſſings, 
ron ſt become very poor having not ſo much as wherewith 


ay Ss ro cover his nakedneſs, fallen from a moft perfect 
(c) Ex > health into a prodigious malady , which disfigured 
To his whole body , and having loſt ſo many good! 


nds ex di- farms, reduced to the extremity of being the inhabi» 


wvite,ov vals 


courage for all poſterity. There S. Lanrexce looked 
on his flames turned into roſes and delights. There 
S. Felicitas, the mother of glories and triumphs, be- 
held ſeren ſons, who received her with palms in their 
hands into the beantiful pavillions of heaven, where 
all torments made an end to give beginning to infi- 
nite comforts. That is it which animated all the juſt 
in ſo great a heap of tribulations , and which made 


do ralrdusy CANT Of wretched dunghil : Bur he out- braving his .,, them ſpeak theſe words of Tertallian : (k) Ged is th 8am 


ex inc/y19 & Miſeries,and ſhewing himſelfro be nothing curious; 


payable enorgh,in that he is the Arbiter aua Feeffee of idonexs patis 


$01" 129* rgok a rough ſtone to wipe his wounds, and putting your patience. If you commit an injury to him, he is the regia 


Avenger 11 jAY008 


bilts  Fergrt 
lini; fatin 


——— CR. 
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depoſueris Avenger of it \ af 4 loſs of goods, he is the reſtorer , if 4 


pets. pain or malady bt is the Phyſician, ſince it makes God 
dermm, bimſelf the acbtor, who by the condition of his indepen- 


reftiontor dent nature, being not accountable to any doth notwith- 


oft ; ſi dots , G . 
dp anding particularly bixd himſelf to patience. 
« ef;S Let us conclude with four excellent inftructions 


weriem Ye- 


{z{.caer 0 tO be obſerved in adverſity, which are expreſſed in 
q=au:»ns the book of Fob, (1) for it is ſaid : He rent his far- 


Ce. ments gnd baving cnt off his hair, and preſtrated him- 


an baveat ſelf on the earth,aadored akd ſaid: Naked I come out 10 


devirorem! of my mothers womb,and raked I returs into earth. 


Tecrtull, de - : 
par. rs. Note, thatriſingup herent his garments, to ſhew 


(1: Job. 1. he conrageouſly diſcharged himſelf of all exteriour 
T4n:/*""* bleſſings,which are riches & poſſeſſions, ſignified by 


xit, & ſc "2g 6 
d« vef- garments, He cut his hair, which was a fign he put 


ments ſ*4, the whole body into the hands of God, to diſpoſe of 
Cc tonſo : ; - . * . 
it at his pleaſure.For as thoſeAnciets ſacrificing avi.. 


pite £corrs 


__ Rim firſt pulled off the bair & threw it into the fire, 


'z. + 4. toteſtifie the whole body was already ordained to 


xt: Nd#: ſacrifice ; ſo ſuch as for ceremony gave their hair to 20 


ogreſſus 


79%, temptes, proteſted they were dedicatedro the ſeryice 


of the Divinity,to whom the yow was tmade. In the 
third inftance,he proſtrated himſelf on the earth ,ac- 
knowledging his beginning by a moſt holy humility. 
And for concluſion, he prayed & adored with much 
reverence. Behold all you ſhould praftiſe in tribu- 
lation,well expreſſed in this mirrour of patience, 
Firſt,are you afflited with loſs of goods, either by 
ſome unexpeRed chance,or by ſome tyranny andiin- 


juſtice? Abate not your courage, but conſidering the z 


nullity of all eartbly bleſſings, and the greatneſs of 
eternal riches, ſay : My God, although 1 have en- 
deavoured hitherto to preſerve the wealth thou ga- 
veſt me,as an inſtrument of many good deeds, yer if 
thou baſt ordained in the ſacred counſel of thy pro- 
vidence, that I muſt be deprived of them for my much 
greater ſpiritual avail, 1 from this time renounce 
them with all my heart,8& am ready to be deſpoiled, 
even tothelaſt nakednes, the more perfeRly to enter 


Divitia 
wa *.: Arcl-biſhop of Tholouſe: 7e/ws is a# my riches,and 
catera.0m- with him 1 am content in the Want of all other wealth, 
mu cop, All plenty Which is not God,is mere penarie to me. 
7.x: nw If you be tormented with bodily pain,by maladies, 
«, mikiin= by death of allies, ſay : My God, to whom belongs 
#4. this afflicted body ? Is it not wo thee ? Is not this 
one of thy members ? It now endureth ſome pain, 
ſince thou haſt ſo appointed, andit complains and 


Sroaneth under the (courge: where are ſo many pre- 


Qvam ju- 


vai hos ap . 


where confo-mity to the croſs? $. O/alla, a Virgin 

<«: legers, About thirteen or fourteen years of age, as ſhe was 

« a mMmartyred, and her body torn with iron hooks, be- 

ew 6” og bh members all bloudy, and ſaid : O my God, 
P:udenc, What a brave wes is1t to read theſe charaRters 
where Iſee thy tropheys and monuments imprinte 

with iron on my body,and written in my bloud A 

creature ſo tender, fo delicate, ſhall ſhe ſhew ſuch 


courage in the midſt of rorments, ſuch on 
60 


pains,and cannot I reſolve to ſuffer a little evil wit 
ſome manner of patience? If itbe the death of an 
ally, behold that body, not in the ſtate it now ap- 
pears, bur in the bright luftre of glory, wherewith 
£-a»t wr- YOU ſhall behold it in the day of the Reſurre&ion, 
fees ſur. WiPeing away your tears, ſay what Ruricias did : 
reffions Let them be\pail tht dead,who cannet have any hope of 
habereno® Reſurrettion. Let the dead lament their dead friends, 
_ whom they account dead for ever. | 
rw: 71495 Ih the third place arm your ſelf with profound hu- 
[49> Mility, and looking on t 
»» ci body came, ſay : My God,it is againſt my pride thy 
-— hawk rod is lifted upin this tribulation, Shall ſuch a crea. 


into the imitation of thy poyerty.Say with S. Lew 40 


cepts of patience 7 where is the love of ſuffering ? 5, 


Of Tribulation" 

ture as 1,drawn out oſthe dyſt become proud againſt 
thy commandments, and ſo dfren ſhake off che yoke 
of thy Law? I now acknowledge front the bottom 
of my ſoul the abjeneſs of my nothing and protett 
with all reſentments of hearc my' dependence on 
thee. The little hearb, called rrefoy!, folderh up the 
threeleaves it beareth, when thunder roareth there- 
by willing to tell us, it will not lift a creaft,nor raiſe 
a briſtle againſt Heaven, Lightning alſo, which 
teareth huge trees aſunder,never falls upon it. My 
God, I hear thy hand murmuring over my head in 
this great affli&ion,and I involve me within my ſelf, 
and behold the element whereinto I muſt be redu- 
ced,to do the homage my mortality oweth thee.Ex- 
erciſe not the power of thy thunders againſt a worrn 
of the earth, againſt a reed which ſerves for a ſport 
to the wind. Laſtly, take courage what you may, in Fad: in a- 
theaccidents that bappen and by the imitation of our £'* 1m 
Saviour, retire into'the boſom of prayer, which is a Domme, 
ſovereign means to calm all ſtorms, 7eſ#s prayed in 9d mui 
his agony, and the more his ſadneſs encreaſed, the cope wy i 
more he niultiplied his prayers. Say in imitation of /an: =e, 

him : My God,why are my perſecutonrs ſo encreaſed pun nie, 
Han) riſe np againſt me. Many ſay to my ſonl, rbeye vnſum me, 
t& m) ſalvation for it in God. But Lord, thog art my (" 4c 


anna met, 


Protefour and my glory, thon art he who wilt make ,,, «, (aus 


All 


me exalt my head above all mine enemies. ah 
£1145, 175 4u- 
tem Domime 
The fourteenth ExamPLE upon the pycgror 
mens, ci 


fourteenth MAXIM, 
Of Conſlancy in Tribulation, 
ELEONOR A. 


E are able to endure more then we think. 
/ V For there are none bur ſlight evils, which 
cauſe us readily to deplore,and which raiſe a great 
noiſe, like to thoſe brooks that purl among pibbles, 
whileſt great-ones paſs througha generous ſoul, as 
huge Rivers which drive their waves along with a 
peacefull majeſty. 

This marifeſtly appeareth in the death of Soſa and aopus; 
Eleonora, related by Maffens in the 16 th. book of bit. Indi- 
his biſtory of the Dydics. This Soſa was by Nation a ** 
Portingal,a man of quality, pious, rich ,liberal,and 
valiant;married to one of the moſt virtuous women 
in the whole Kingdom. They having been already 
ſome good time in the 7zdies, and inflamed with ch® 
deſire of ſeeing their dearCountry again,embarked 
at Cechiy,with their children very yong,fome gen- 
tlemen and officers, and with about 600 men, The 
beginning of their navigatian was very proſperous; 
but beirg arived atCapo de bnene ſperanza,they ther 
found the deſpair of their return, A weſterly wind 
beat them back with all violence ; clouds gathered, 
thunders roared, Heaven it (elf ſeemed to break in- 
to fire over their heads,and under. foot they ſawno- 
thing but abyſles and images of death. if they would 
anchor,the Ocean toſſeth chem,it return to the Jndj» 
an coalt, contrary winds blow to ſtay rheir paſiage, 
Their ſails are torn, Maſt crack'd, Rudder broken, 
their ſhip ſhaken with ſurges, begining to leak, indu- 
ſtry of men fruitleſs,and alller looſe to the ſway of 
rempeſts, To conclude their unhappineſs, another 
Sonthern wind violently thruſt them into the port, 
where they met with ſhip- wrack. They muſt avoid 
this counter-buff,if they would not be buricd in the 
waves. They caſt anchor to ſtay the ſhip,and leaped 
into cock-boats,to recoverſhore with the more ſate- 


ecarth from whence your 70 ty. Soſa firſt of all ſaved himſelf, his wife and chil- 


dren,carried with him his gold,filver and jewels; fo 
much as ſo imminent darger would permir, The 
Frf 2 boats 
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boats after areturn or two,were ſcattered,the cable 
unto which the Anchor of their Ship was my) 
brake, the ſides leaked, the keel opencd, every mi 
ſought to ſave himſelf, many were drowned, other 
ſtrugled with the Ocean, golden coffers, painted ca - 
biners,and the goodly riches of the [ndies {wom with 
wen half-dead, toſſed by the waves amongſt fardels 
and packs,and loſing life, loſt not(as yet)the ſight of 
that which made them live. Some became black with 
the buffers they received , others bedewed the Sea 
with their blood,yet all defired to reach the haven , 
ſo much, deſire ot life poſſeſſeth us.Scarcely got they 
thicher, but they ſaw their Veſſel ſink down to the 
bottom, leaving them not any hope of retura. The 
dead bodies of their companions, with the doleful 
baggage utterly ſpoiled with Sea- water , were calt 
up ar their feet. On whar ſide ſoever they reflect,no- 
thing is ſeen but calamity. Here the dead which beg- 
ed burial,there the livirg all drenched in water, la- 
, with wounds,overwhelmed with toil, worn with 
hunger,to arriveina ſayage Country wherehaving 
nothing aimoſt to hope, they have all to fear. 
All that poor $o/ could do,was to kindle fire,and 
draw gut ſome tainted victuals, wherewith to take 
refe ion, his heart was ſeized with apprehenſion of 
this diſaſter , in which he ſaw all he eftecm«d moſt 
precious, involved , notwithſtanding clearing his 
brow he comforted this aMited company,and ſaid: 
It was not time to think uton thezs loſſes, but to give God 


thanks b=had ſavd their lives. Toat they wore not [0 8:30- 


rant of the (iq. as avt tu know ſul well, wics one makes ac- 
gourt to &/bath treveon, be muſt exp bunger, thicſt, loſſes, 


preſ-xp'e the w''o! bidy adber:vg, together, as diſcoid infallibly 
Trineth divided members, He added (tetching a deep ſigh) 
They mig/t bubold ther, poor Lady with their tender infants, in 
the extiomity of peril, and that alihor-gh both Sex and Age re- 


20 
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could any dire& them; ſo that they madean hnndred 
leagues of thirty. Their lictle ſtore of victual failing, 
they eat firſt pieces of rotten whales,& other garba- 
ges of theSea,then wild fruits, leaves ;ard laſtly ,ſpa- 
red not the carkaſes of beafts, which rheyfound 1h the 
deſart, From that they fell into a great ſcarcity of 
water, and if they would have any ſomething tole- 
rable,they muſt ſeek it among Moors ardT igers,aud 
bny it at eight.crowns the pinte. 1 bere were many, 
who overwhelmed with theſe hideous diſcfters, lete 
the ſpoil of cheir bodies to cruel A:hiopians,to Firds 
and beaſts, bidding a ſad adicu to their companions, 
with the laſt words they deſired to be delivered to 
their friends & kindred. But the fears and preſent ca- 
lamities of every one, made them to forget the dead 
with their requeſts. The unfortunate Se/a oppreſſed 
with ſorrow,conſidering ſo manymiſhaps redoubled 
one upon another, and beholding his wife, who to 
comfort him, ſhewed her ſelFindefatigable both in 
mind & body ſhe ape yo children in her turn, 
and incouraging all the reſt,it moſt ſenſibly wound- 
ed his heart to ſee a Lady ſo tenderly bred , endure 
with ſuch conſtancy the utmoſt o{worldly miſeries. 

At laſt after ſour months travel, they came to the 
river of theH.G.ere they were aware,where apetty 
King commanded, who very courteouſly received 
them, partly moved with che f:ght of fo great a ca- 
lamity,& partly alſo deſiring by this opporturity to 
make uſe of the Portingal's tavour, wherot he ſtood 
in need for his affairs. He let them underitard,as wel 
as he could, his deſire of their ftay with him in expe- 
Qation of the commodity of re-imbarquing. Other- 
wiſe,ſhould they hazard themſelves to proceed for- 
ward on their way inthis miſerable equipage, they 


would be in danger to be robbed by a neigbour- . 


Prince, one of the greateſt thieves in the Country, 
The more this Barbarias King ſhewed himſelf 

courteous, ſo much the more Sofa grew ſuſpicious 

of his proceedings; and finiſterly judged, that ſuch 


quired they ſhou!d be (omiwhat aſi led, he would neither ſpare 40 ſweetneſs in man unknown, was but the cover of an 


bimſel! 107 i 18, for the common ſafety. 

All anſwered with tears in their eys, he might 
confidently lead them where he pleaſed , ard that 
they had no further hopes of their lives , bur in the 


obedience they reſolved ro yie!dto his commands, 


Having then remained 13 days in this miſerable 
Port,barricadoed with buge {tones & coffers, left as 
remaincers of their ſhip-wrack, to defend them by 
night from thieves ard wilde beaſts, they put them- 
ſelves inthe way to bend :owards the Eaffdireftly 
toa great river which the Portingals had heretofore 
named the Hely Ghs#. Soſa went foremoſt with his 
wife, who ſhewed a maſculine courage in a tender 
conſtitution:;ſhe had her little children by her ſ:des, 
whom turn by turn every one carried. Andrew de 
Vaſc thePilor,was in the f9me rank, bearing the ſtan- 
dard of the Croſs, attended alſo by about tourſcore 
Portingals,and an hundred ſervants who bearArms. 
Then tollowedVarriners,poor creatnres,and other 
interiour people, who were not yet cured, 

The good ſervants moved with compaſtion of Ele- 
ex0ra,whom they beheld walking on foot, framed her 
a kind of Litter,& ſought all they might to comfore 
her, but that laſted not long. Needs in the end muſt 
the poor Lady travel through places,where nothing 
wasto be {cen but wild beaſts,andCafres more inhu- 
mane then beaſts over rocks inacceſſible, mountains 
which raiſed their heads above the clouds, vallys not 
to be looked down into without horrour , torrents 
ſwoln with ſhowers,mariſhes cloyed with mud,and 


which was moſt irkſom , they muſt go ar random 70 


through ways of which every one was ignorant, nor 


evil purpoſe, He thanked him for his favour, and 
very earneſtly beſought him ro accommedate them 
with Boats to paſs theRiver,which the other unwil. 
lingly did, ſeeing the peril whereinto they haltned 
to tall. They went, there remaining nor above ſix- 
ſcore of five or {ix hundred men, and Having been 
five days on the River , they landed at adventure, 
rather conſtrained by night, then invited by the 
commodiouſneſs of plece.The next day they deſcri. 


50 eda Squadron of about two hundred Fthiopians, 


who came towards them, which made them prepare 
for defence, but troubled at their Arms, they ſhew- 
ing themſelves peaceful enough, the other by geſture 
and ſigns diſcovered their infinite miſeries. Theſe 
people wholly practiſed in tricks of deceit,and who 
would make benefit of this occaſion, let them with 
much ado underſiagd, they might paſs along to the 
King's Palace, where they ſhould be very well en- 
tertained , which they attempted ; but approaching 


60 to the City in arms, the King of theſe Barbarians 


timerous and wicked, forbade them entrance, and 
confined them to a little wood, where they remain. 
ed certain days, paſſing the time in a poor traffick 
of knives and trifles, which they bartered for bread, 
But this treacherousPrince, who qeant tocarch them 
in the ſnare, ſecing they had ſome commodities, ſent 
word to S:ſa,he muſt excuſe him that he denied en. 
trance into the City, and that two cauſes had put 
him from it:The firlt whereof was the dearth of vi- 
Qual among his people, &the other, the fear his ſub= 
jeas had ofthe Portingal”s arms,they never,as yer, 

eing accuſtomed therero,But if they would deliver 


their 


- 
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their weapons,they ſhould be received into his city, 
and his people conligwd to the next towns,to be wel 
entertained. This condition ſeemed ſomewhat harſh, 
but neceſficy digeſted all. They agreed with one 
conſent to ſatishe the King, Elrox»ra only excepted, 
who never would conſent to betray their defences in 
a place where they had ſo much need of them. Be- 
hold them diſarmed and ſeperated , ſome diſperſed 
into ſeveral villages here and there : Soſa with his 
wife, his children, and abont twenty other brought 


XIV. MAXIM, 


Of Tribulstion, 


wb» ſhal pleaſe to remember the unſortunze Eleonora, ts what 
my fins bave reduced me. Having ſpoken thele words , ſhe 
ſtood iImmoveable in a deep filence ſome ſpace of time, then 
lifting her eyes to Heaven, added : My God, behold ihe ftate 
where:n 1 came from my mothers womb, and the condition 
whereunto I muſt quickly retura on earth, one p:vt of me bei, 

already as among the dead. My God, 1 kiſs and adore the rods 
of thy juſtice, which ſo roughly, thoug) juſtly, bave ch lied 
we. Tak: between thy arms the ſoul of my moſt honoured hus- 
band, if he be dead. Take th: ſouls of my poor children, which 
are by my ſedrs, Take mine. now on my lips, and which 1 yicld 
to iher, as to my Lord and Father. There is 20 place far diſtant 


to the regal City.Scarcely was he arrived, but all his 1 © /r9m thee, wor any ſuccour impoſſible to thy power. 


company were robbed, beaten with baſtonado's, & 
uſed that very night like dogs , whileſt himſelf had 
little better entertainment: For this Prince of ſava- 

es took all his gold and jewels from him,and drave 
Pim away aS a Pyrate, leaving him only life and his 
poor garments. Asthey went out of this calamity, 


As ſhe ſpake this, Soſa her husband came having e- 
ſcap'd out of the hands of theſe thieves who had rob- 
bed him, and finding his wife in this ſtate, he ſtood 
by her,not able utter a word. The Lady likewiſe 
ſpake only with her eys,which ſhe ſweetly fix'd up- 
on him,to give comfort in the violence ofths inſup- 


deploring their miſery , bchold another troup of pottable afflitions. Bur he feeling his heart wholly 


Cafres , armed with javelins , who ſet upon them, 


and let them know , they muſt leave their apparel if 


drenched inv»bitterneſs , haſtned into a wood of pur- 
poſe to meet with ſome prey, at leaſt to ſeed his lit- 


they meant not to forſake their skins, They were 29 tle children, which were as yet by their mothers ſide, 


ſo confounded , they neither had ſtrength nor cou- 
rage to defend themſelyes : behold the cauſe why 
they yielded what was demanded , as ſheep their 
fleece. There was none but Eleonsra, who prefer. 
ring death before nakedneſs , ſtood a long time dif. 
puting about a poor ſmock with theſe ſavages : but 
in the end, violence bereaved her of that, which ms- 
deſty ſought by all means to keep. 

The chaſt and honourable T.ady , ſeeing her ſelf 


Thence he ere long returned,and found one of them 
already dead, to which with his own hands he gave 
burial,immediately after he went again into the fa- 
reſt, ro hunt as he had accuſtomed, tinding no other 
comfort, His heart was perpetually in Elzonoys's, 
where he ſurvived more then in his own body, and 
coming to behold her once again for his laſt he per- 
ceived ſhe was already deceaſed , with his other 
child, who died near her, there being only left two 


naked in the fight of her domeſticks, who caſt down 30 poor maids,who bewailed their Lady ,and made the 


their eyes at the indignity of ſuch a ſpeRacle, pre. 
ſently buried her ſelf in ſand up to the middle , co- 
vering the reſt of her body with her disſheyel'd 
hair, andevery moment having theſe words in her 
mouth , phere i« my husband ? Then turning to- 
wards the Pilor, and ſome of her Officers there pre- 
ſent, ſhe ſaid to them with a ſetled countenance : 
My good friends , you have hitherto afforded to my busband 
your CaMtain , and tome your M:ſtreſs, all the duty may be ex- 
petted from your fidelity : It is time you leave this body, which 


wilderneſs reſound with their ſad complaints. He 
commanded them to retire a little afide,then taking 


. Eltenora by the hand, he kiſſed it , ſtanding a long 


time with his lips fixed untoit , and nothing to be 
heard but ſome broken fighs. That done, with the 
help of the maids , he buried her near his two chil. 
dren, without any complaint or utterance of one 
word. Ina ſhort ſpace atter , he returned into the 
thickeſt of the forreſt , where it wasthoughrt he was 


þ:th al erdy paid tothe earth the moje!y of its tribute.Gothink 4© devoured. So joyning his ſoul at leaſt to hers, who 


upon ſaving your lives, end pray for my poor ſoul; Butif any 


on? of you return ts gur netive Country, be may recount ts thoje 


had tied her hearc to his 1n death, with examples of 
her conſtancy. 
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The third Parc of Ma xims. 


OF THR 


HOLY COURT. 


THE DESIGN. 


Aving in this Second Part deduced the principal Maxims which concern the direfion of this preſent Life , we entey into the other 
H there to behold the power of death ever mortal things, and the immortality of our ſouls in the general diſſolution of bodies. VVe 
conſider them in the ſeveral ways they take in their paſiage, and then ſee them re-united to their bodies, as in the Reſurrettion, 1t is un- 
der thy eyes, Eternal VViſdome, and by thy favour we enter into theſe great labyrinths of thy Eternities , therein hoping uhy direfion, 


«5 we intend thy glory, 


The Trirp Part, Touching the State of the other World. 


SY. HALTIC 
Of DEATH 


E THE PROPHANE COURT. 
That it is zo no purpoſe to think upon death ſo far off , 
and that it alwayes cometh ſoon enough withont thinking 


o” it, 

I. FT isa ſtrange thing that men, being all made 
out of one and = ſame maſs, are fo diffe- 
rent in beliefs,in reaſons,in cultoms,and aRi- 

ns,as the Prozexs in Poetical Fables, Our manners 


THE HOLY COURT. | 
That the beſt employment o! lite is to be well prepared for 


death , and that good thoughts of death, are the ſeeds of 
immortality. 


4r3 


daily teach us a truth, which ſays : There is not a1) Diverſity 


thing ſo mutable upon earth, as the heart of man, 
Yet we ſee in the world many honourable perſo= 
nages,and good men who trayel apace to this trium- 


phant 


of rac a. 
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XV. MAXIM Of Cath. 


phant City of God, this Heaver!y Feruſalem, look- 
ing on the bleſſings of the other life with an eye 
purified by the rays of faith, and expeQting them 
with a hope, for which all Reaven is in bloon), But 
there are an infinite number of black ſouls marked 
with the ſtamp of {2i», who conſider all is ſaid of 
the Kare of the other world, as if it were ſome ima; 
ginary Iſland, feigned to be in the Ocean to amuze 
credulous ſpirits, and fill them partly with pleaſing 
dreams, partly with irkſom viſions. 

If theſe people could find ſome apparent proofs, 
they would ealily perſwade themſelves there were 
no death, but their ſenſes convinced of the m— 
from experience of all Ages,they believe that whic 
they dare not think on, and commwrly dye after ſo 
bruitiſh a faſhion,that a man may ſay, they had con- 
verted the-lights of an immorrall ſpirit wholly into 
fleſh. 


But you, generous ſouls, whom at this preſent I in- 


- Part 34 
yet one days leiſure to lookinto it, But 7 muſt fill 4: 
perform the attions of life. Have you not done them 


Cain. 


: ' : ons Nm adver. 
enough ? See you not that to live long,is to be long var 


in the entertainment of travel and miſery,which ex 4,,;,, 
tend their power over our heads, according as the banc eram- 
web of our lite lengtheneth ? Doyou not conſ.der 29mm «fe 


veleranam, 


we are inthis life as fiſhin the ſea, perpetually iN proce/siori. 
fear of nets or hooks? Will you not ſay,we live here 4 «-- 


Its mitſeria- 


in the midſt of miſery and envy, as between Scylla pum creſccrs 


10 and Charbdis, and that to decline once periſhing, #i#erdis, 


we dayly make ſhip-w:rack ? Notwithſtanding we +9 of 


are pleafed with lite, asif man were not ſo much a-orwn/e 
mortal creature,as an immortal miſery, het, nnd 
Do you not know life was given by God to Caiz, fag 

the moſt wicked man on earth, for a puniſhment of &cvoluri- 
his crime, and will it reft with you as a title of re- yg. 
ward ? There is a great caufe to deſire life, Were 

there no other miſeries(which are but too frequent) 

this anxiety and turmoil of relapſing actions would 


tend to guid through the hopes and terrours of the 20 tyre us. What is life but cloathing and uncloathing, 


Other lite, obſerve this firſt itep you mult make, to 
enter into a new world with conſtancy, not unwor- 
thy a ſoul ſenſible of its immortality. 

2. Life and death are two poles, on the which all 
creatures row! : life, is the tirſt a& moveable and 
continual,of the living thing ; death, the ceſſation of 
the ſame a&. And as there are three notable acons 
in thingsanimated, the one whereof tendeth to nou- 
riſhment and increaſe, the other to ſenſe, the third 
to underſtanding , 
the vegetative, the ſenſhitive,and the intelleftual:the 
vegetativein plants, ſenſitive in beaſts,the intelleu- 
al, which only appertaineth tro God, Angels,& men. 
The intelleual life is divided into two other, which 
are the life of grace and glory. In Heaven (the place 
of things eternal) reign thof: great and divine lives 
which never die, and which are in a perpetual vi- 
Sour, being applied to the firſt ſource of lives, which 
is God. But in the more inferiour rank of the world 


ſee the world, and live with the living. Had you been 
ſo there are three ſorts of lives, 30 all your life time ſhut up in a priſon, and not ſeen 


riſing and down-lying, drinking, eating, ſleeping, 
gaming, ſcoffing, negotiating, buying, ſelling, ma» 
ſonry, _— \magyinrs. cozening,rowling in 
a labyrinih of ations, which perpetually turn and 
return, filling and emptying the tub of the Dara; - 
des, and to be continually tyed to a body, as to the 
tending of an infant, a fool, or a Fck man ? That is 
not it which withdraweth me, (lay you) But 7 ny kt 


the worid. 


the world but through a little grate, you had ſeen 
enough of it, What behold you in the ſtreets 
but men, houſes, horſes, mules, coaches, and 


_ people, who tumbleup and down like fiſhes in the 


ſea, who have many times no other trade, but to 
deyour one another ,and beſides, ſome pedling trifles 
_— out in ſtals > When have ſeen all this but 
for half an hour, I ſay : O God, how little is the 
world ? Is it for this we deceive, we ſwear, ard 


are dying lives,of which we dayly ſee the begining, 40 make a divorce between God andus ! 


progreſs,and end. Here properly is the dominion of 


death,and our only myſtery is to dye well.Some do 
it of neceſſity, others every day anticipate it by vir- 
tue. Now it is my deſire here to ſhew you , That 
death inthe ſtate wherinthe world is at this preſent, 
isa ſingular invention of Divine Providence,whe. 
ther we conſider the generality of men,whether we 
look on the vicious,or fix onr thoughts on the juſt. 

3.Some complain of death, but you would ſee much 


But admit we were rot intereſſed in this ation, 
muſt we not reſt on the law of God who mzketh life 
and ordaineth death, by the juridical power of his 
wiſdom,ever to be adored by our wills,though little 
penetrable to underſtanding? Will you I pronounce 
an excellent ſaying of Terralian : The world is the ,,,,,. 
belly of Nature,and men are in it as children in the 174. An 
mothers womb : the birth of men are the world's ex<«!!en: 


child-bearings, death its lying in, and deliveries. _ 


other complaints, if in ſuch a life as we live, there g, Would you not die, to hinder the world from bring- from the 


were no death. You would ſee men worn with years 
and cares,daily to charge altars with vows and pray- 
ers,men infupportable to all the world, irkſom to 


raluy of jife, inexpugnable to death, men old as the earth, in- 


men. 


Plate in Tis 
max0s Parer 
miſericors 

ollss mnaorta- 
lis vincula 


facebas, 


ceſſantly calling. upon the hour of death, and almoſt 
eating one another with deſpair. God hath herein 
(faith P/ato) well provided, for ſeeing the ſoul 
was fo be ſhur-up in the body asin a priſon, he hath 
at leaſt made it chains mortal. 


ing forth, and unburdening it ſelf by the way the £20 
Sovereign Maſter hath appointed it ? We have ſeen 
Tyrants of all ſorts, ſome invented exquiſite tor. 
ments and tryals,others forbad eating and drinking, 
ſome to weep, ſome cauſed children to be taken from 
the teat, to ſtrangle them and cut their throats, as 
Pharach & Hered. But never was there any amongſt 
them, who forbad women with child to be deliver- 
ed. The world hath for a long ſpace been big with 


What makes you ſo much deſire life ? 7 fixd (faith g, you, and would not you have it to be delivered at 


the worldling) it is « pleaſare to behold the light, the 

ars,elemexts,and ſeaſons. There wil be a much more 
delight to ſee them one day under your feer, then 
there is now to behold them over your head ? Are 
there now ſo many years you have been upon the 
earth, and have you not yet {afficiently looked up- 
on the elements ? There were certain people among 
the Pagans,who by laws forbade a man of 5© years 
to make uſe of the Phyſitian, ſaying, It diſcovered 


the time God's counſels have ordained ? Wereit a 
handſom thing think you to ſee an infant preſently 
to have teeth and articulate ſpeech, and yer (if it 
might be) would ſtay inthe mothers womb, uſing 
no other reaſon but that there is warm being. 

Judg now,and take the even ballance,if the world 
bethebelly of natnre,ifthis good mqrther bare us the 
timeGods providence appointed if ſhe now ſeek her 
delivery, that we may be born in the land of the li» 


too much love of life ; and yet with Chriſtians yor1-70 ving, in a quite other climate, another life, another 
light,are not we very ſimple to withſtand it, as little 
infants who cry when they iſſue out of bloud and 

ordure, 


may find at the age of fourſcore, who will not en- 
dure a word of the other world, as if they bad not 


Part, 3. XV. MAXIM. 
ordure, at the ſight of day-light, yet would not re- 
turn thither from whence they came. 

Provi- 4. Behold the Providence of God in that which 

dencein concerneth death in the generality of all men. Let us 

_— ſee in this ſecond point the like | ws yr towards 

ous* + the wicked, the vicious, rich, and proud Great-ones, 

JONI who ſpit againſt heave. We muſt firſt eftabliſh a moit 

conio!s . . . 

cw fupp:i- undoubted maxim, that there is nothing ſo unhappy 

Co a impunity of men abandoned to vice, which is the 

kqwid ate. Cauſe the paternal providence ofGod arreſterh them 

1: mali, by the means of death,diQating unto them an excel- 

iſs mmpwn"” lent leſſon of their equality with other men. 

S: Ewchrr,  Mortals circumvolve in life and death, as Heaven 

in parz2e* gn, the pole artick and antartick, from eaſt to weft, 

hs the ſame day which lengthneth our life in the mor- 
ning, ſhortneth it in the evening, and all Ages walk 
thatway,not any one being permittedto return back 
again, Our fore.fathers paſſed on, we pals, and our 
poſterity follows ns in the like courſe, you may ſay, 


Of” Death, 


by Providence, he reſume his own habit ? 

I alſo add, it Sa kind of happineſs for the wicked 
to dy quickly , becauſe ir is unfit to aft that long, 
which is very ill done, And ſince they fo deſperately 
uſe life, it is expedient, not being good, it be ſhore, 
that ſhortneſs of time may render the malice of it 
leſs hurtful, If examples of their like who ſoon dy, 
make them apprehenfve of the ſame way, and how 
ſeaſonably to appear for death, itis a ſingular bleſ- 


415 


roſing for them, Bur if perſiſting 1n contempr, they be 


puniſhed, it is God's goodneſs his juſtice be under- 
itood, and that it commandeth eyen in hell, 

5. But if " preſent you refle&t on the death 
of the Juſt, wh you ſhould deſire, I ſay, God's 
Providence there brightly appeareth in three prin- *” 
cipal things, which are , ceſlation from travels and 
worldly miſeries,the ſweet tranquility of departure, 
and fruition of crowns and rewards promiſed, 

Firſt, you muſt imagine what holy 7b ſaid , That the fweer- 


they are waves of the ſea , where one wave drives 29 this life 1s to the juſt as a myne, wherein poor ſlaves T5 of the 


another, and in the end, all come to break againſt a 
rock, What a rock is death? There are above five 
rhouſand years, that it never ceaſeth to cruſh the 
heads of ſo many mortals, and yet we know it not. 

I remember to this purpoſe a notable tradition of 
the Hebrews,related by Aſaſins upon Poſnuah,to wit, 
that Noahin the univerſal deluge which opened the 
flood-gates of Heaven, to ſhake the columns of the 
world,and bury the earth in waters, in ſtead of gold, 


Maſins in 
Toſualr. 
Notable 
aftion of 
Noah. 


are made to labour, that they way hit upon the veins __ 


of gold and (ilver. And Tertallian bad the like con» 11. 3. 
ceit, when he ſaid,T be firſt man was cloth:d with chin V6 


(Fant mor- 


by the hand of God,ts teach him he entred into the World tein, qua 
45 a ſlave into a myne, Now as theſe hirelings, who cone: 


0 : j 
ceaſe not to turn up the earth with ſweat on their 12255 


brows,tears in their eys,and ſighs in their hearts,no pallio. | 
ſooner have they met with the hoped vein, but they 7m 2 


ts orbit, 


rejoyce and embrace one another , for the content. q»aſ meats 


ſilver, and all ſort of treaſure, carried the bones of 30 ment they take to ſee their travels crowned with © © 


Adam into theArk and diſtributing them among hig 
fons, ſaid : Take children, behold the moſt precious 
inheritance your father can leave you : you ſhal 
ſhare lands and ſeas,as God ſhal appoint; but ſuffer 
not your ſelves to be des in theſe vanities, 
which are more brittle then glaſs , more light then 
ſmoak , and much ſwifter then the winds. My chil. 
dren, all glideth away here below, and there is no. 
thing which eternally ſubſiſterh. Time it ſelf which 


ſome good event:Soafter ſuch'combates, ſach rough 
temptations, ſo many calumnies,, ſo many litigious 
R—_— ſuch perſecutions , ſuch vexations and 

toils which choſen ſouls have undergone in the thral- 

dom of this body, when the day come wherein they 17aiab zr, 
by a moſt happy death , meet the veins of the inex. "(419 + 


rediemm, 
hauſtible treafure,whereof they are to take poſſeſli- { i» ae 


| on,they conceive moft _—_— comfort. T hen is 4:4-cemini: 
S 


the time they hear theſe words of hony:Gs confident- .,..0 


d colles cantaa 
made us, devours and confumeth us. Learn this lef- qo ly faithful ſouls, go cut of theſe bogies, go ont with alg- bunt coram 


ſon from thefe dumb DoRours, the relicks of your 
Srand-father , which will ſerve you for a refuge in 
your adverſities, a bridle in your proſperities, and 
a mirrour at all times. 

Moreover,l affirm death ſerves for a perfeR leſſon 
of juſtice to the wicked , which . they were never 
willing throughly to underſtand, for it putteth into 
equality all that, which hazard, paſſion, and iniqui- 
ty had (o ill divided into ſo many objeats. 


crity,go ont in ful peace and ſafety:the Eternal Moun- p toroag mg 


tains, to wit, the Heavens, and all the goodly company Abfterges 
of Angels, and moſt bleſſed ſpirits Which inhabit them, 2% my 
will receive you with hymns of triumph : Go confidently ,cum a »- 


mam ab 9+ 
on, behold God , wha «s ready to wipe away your tears culu corum, 
with his eows fingers. There fhal be no more death, no ©, ri 


tra nan erit, 
more tears, wo more clamonrs, n» more ſorrows , be- neque tu- 


hold a ſtate wholly new, what repoſe, What ceſſation of ©: "*9%* 


, cl arwor, ne« 
arms, what peace | gue dolor 6» 


Birth maketh men equal,fince they receive nought 5o Do you not ſometimes repreſent unto your ſelf + »ir«: 


elſe from their mothers womb, bur ignorance, {1n, 
debility,and nakedneſs , bur after they come out of 
the hands of the Midwife , ſomeare put into purple 
and gold, others into rags and rufſets : ſome enter 
upon huge patrimonies , where they ſtand in mony 
up to the throat , and praQtiſe almoſt nothing elſe 
throughout their whole life , but to get by rapine 
with one hand, and profuſely ſpend with the other, 
Some live baſely and miſerably neceſlitous.A brave 


ſpirit, able to govern a large Common- wealth , is gg multitude! But what is it in compariſon,wh& a brave RX 
ct 


to cart by the condition of his poverty. Another 
becomes a ſervant to a coxcomb, who hath not the 
hundreth part of his capacity. 

It is the great Comedy of the world, played in ſun- 
dry faſhions , for moſt ſecret reaſons known to Di- 
vine Providence ; would you have it laſt to eterni- 
ty? Sce you not Comedians having played Kings 
and beggars on the ſtage, return to their own habir, 
unleſs they day and night deſire to perſiſt in the 


theſe poor Chriſtians ( of whom it is ſpoken in the 77,5 Fe 
as of S. Clement) men of good place baniſhed for c vs fa- 
the faith, who laboured in the quarreys of Cherſoye- $00mn'e: 
ſus with a moſt extream want of water,and great in- mers, | 
conveniencies, when God, willing ro comforc their 

travels, cauſed on the top of a moutain a lamb mar- 
velouſly white to appear, who ſtruck with his foor, 

& inſtantly made fountains of lively water to diftil? 


What comfort , what refreſhment for the drowſie Pfa!. 35+ 


4011438 
apud te fors 


and fairhfulChriſtian,who hath paſſed this life in no- vire , & is 
bleand glorious ations, great toyls and patience,be- 7% 
holds the lamb of God Omnipotent , which calleth 1s. 
him to the eternal ſources of life? What a ſpeRacle to 
ſee S. Lewis dy,after he had twice with a = army 

aſſed ſo many ſeas, ternpelts, monſters, arms, and 

attels for the glory ofhis Maſter? What a ſpeQacle 
to ſee S. Paul k -# Hermit dy, after he had labourcd 
'an hundred years under the habit of Religion, 


fame ſport ? And what diſproportion is there, if »y The ſecond condition ef this death, is great tran- 

quility ; for there is nothing at thar time in all the 

. worldable to affli&,or by atsunreſigned to _ - 
ou 


after every one have played his part in the world, 
according to the meaſure of time preſcribed him 


415 RXV. MAXIM. 


ſoul firmly united to its God, But what ſay you : 
#nit men if they be rich, do they net bear in this laſt 
agony ſome aſſeitions to their riches ana poſſeſſions ? 
Nay, ſo taris it otherwiſe, that they with alacrity 
0 out of all worldly wealth as a lirtle bird from a 
filver Cage, to ſoar in the fields at the firlt breath of 
the ſpring-ude.1 pray tell me,that I may pronounce 
before you an excellent conceit of S., Clement the 
ny oP Roman, in the third of his Recognitions : It a little 


cognit, 


Clement 


were gildzd, and fer out with curious and delicate 
paintings,and had reaſon, and choice given it,cither 
to remain in this pcetious priſon, orenjoy day-light 
with all other living creatures u Heavens vault, 
think you it would abide in a goldEn ſhell , to the 
prejudice of ics liberty 2 And imagine with your 
ſelf, what arc all the brave fortunes which have ſo 
much luſtre in the world ? they are gilded ſhells, no 
way comparable to the liberty of God's children, A 
Pa prke gen : My Ged, if 1 have beey wealthy, it Was for the 
extorris pa- poor ; 1 went ont of my houſe , to become a houſe for 
ode thoſe who ſtood in need of it, and am perſWadrd , that 
emminm fu thou haſt made me a Steward of thy gocas,to diſtribute 
dow & them, and nit to brood them, as the Hen h:r Eggs. 
med /”  Burifthe Juſt man dye poor , hes by ſo much 
the better picaſed ro forſake wretched lodgings of 
pwr obo ſtraw ard mortar, to $0 Into an eternal Palace, Bzt 
drone lar- foth it wit trouble him to leave a wife, chilaren, and 
gitar. aflier ? Be leaves all that under the royal mantle of 
the eternal Providence, and firmly believes, that he 
who hath care of the flowers of the field, Birds,Bees 
and Ants, will not forſake reaſonabie creatures, ſo 
{ they reſt in their dury : But if they muſt ſuffer in 
this world, he will make of their tribulations, lad- 
ders and foocltools of their glory, 
What ſhall we (xy of the body ? Doth not the ſoul 
ll to leave 11? The body is to the ſoul,as the ſhadow 
of the earth in the Echypſe of the Moon. See you nor» 
how this bright (tar, which illuminateth our nights, 


incut ats- 


Of Death. Part 7, 

ſo many pieces of tapiſtry, by the work of his hands! 
Hath he not cauſe to lay ; 1 centred into the liſt, 7 1 Tim, 4, 
valiantiy fought, I have well ended my race, there re- eo 
mains nothing more fur me, but to wear the Crown of tavi,curſum 
7uſtice, which God keeps for me as a pleage. er jd 

6.1 yet come again to thee (worldly man)who ſo oo ove 
much feareft this laſt hour. Learn from this diſcourſe & 1: co- 
to fortifie thy ſelf againft theſe vain apprehenſions {1s 


Exhoitatie 


of death, which have more Ciſturbance tor thee, then ons (+ch 


Chicken were ſhutup in an Egg, the ſhell whereof 10 the Sea ſurges, 1s it not a goodly thing to ſee thee !<© peo 


: le as feat 
tremble at cby entrance into fo beaten a path, fea. 


wherein ſo many millions have paſſed alorg betore 
thee,and the moſt timorous of the earth have finiſh- 
ed their courſe as well as the reſt, viithout any con- 
tradition ? All that which ſeemeth moſt uneafie.jn 
this paſſage, is much ſweerned by. two conſiderati, 
ons'; the firit whereof is, That God madeir ſo com- 

n, that there is no living creature exempt ; and 
the other, That to diſpoſe us to a great death, we 


g00d rich man dieth as Abraham, who ſays in 0ri- 20 every night finde in our ſleep alirtle death. 


Wilt thou then {till doubt to ſer thy foot-ſtepg 
firmly in the paths which the world's Saviour, with 
his holy Hike, imprinted with their tracks 2 Af- 
ter thou haſt ſlept ſo many years,and ſo long paſſed 
through the petty miſeries of death, ſhalt thou ne. 
ver come to the great ? Sickneſs and miſerics of the 
world will one day perhaps make thee delire thar, 
which thou now molt feareſt, Wereit not better to 
do by ele&ion, what mult be ſuffered by necellity ? 
Halt thou fo little profited in the world, that thou 
haſt not yet ſome friend, ſome only dear beloved, 
whopaſſcd into the other lite? NeeCs muſt thou have 
very little affe&ion 'in ſtore for him, if thou feareſt 
the day,whichſhould draw theenear tohis company. 

What is it maketh all theſe apprehenſions ariſe 1n 
thy mind ? Is it foill with thee to forſake a world 
ſo treacherous, {o miſerable,ſo corrupt? 1f thou haſt 
been therin perpetually happy, which is very rare, 
courageouſly ſer a ſeal upon thy felicity, and be no 
weary of thy good hap, which may eahly bechanged 


ſeemeth to. be unwillingly captived in the dark, but 40 into a great misfortune, Many have lived too long 


z Cor. 5. ſparkleth to ger aloft , and tree it ſelf from earthly 
Ccirm imprefiions $0 the faithful ſoul readily untwineth 
qrene” #:t felf from tlie þody,- well knowing it hath a much 
dw4s no- better houſe in the wheritance of God, which is not 
firs "jw a manufacture of men, but a monument of the hands 
4/«var, of the great Work-man, Repreſent unto your ſelf 
; hea, 7:b onthe dunghil, a great anatomy of bones c0- 
Deo bate., Vered with a bloody kin, a body which falleth in 
ms; 4-149 yieces, and a ſoul onthe lips, ready to iſſue torth as 
Titus, rg a lefſee from a ruinous dwelling. Think you he is 
«:emam m troubled to leave bis body ? Nay,rather he dieth as 
rg ., a Phenix on the mountain of the Sun, in the odours 
Tn riduls Of his heroick virtues, 
mc m4, Bur that which makerh this death more ſweet and 
Fra honourable then any thing, is the hope of beatitude, 
me/1plica- wherof T will ſpeak in the nineteenth Maxim. Note, 
b 4. that worldlings dye here, ſome like unto Swallows, 
others as Spiders ; the evil rich, paſs away as Swal- 
lows, who leave no memory of them, but a neaſt of 


mortar and ſtraw ; tor ſuch are all the fair riches of 60 


the earth. The ambitions periſh as Spiders, who pre- 
ſent wretched threds, and ſome little flies in them, 
ſuch are alſo the ſnares, purſuits, and buſineſſes of 
the world But theJuſt forſake us like the (ilx- worm, 
For. this lirtle creature had it underſtanding , 
would be well pleaſed iſſuing forth of her priſon, ro 
become a Butrer-fly,to ſee tire goodlyHalls of great 
men, Chnrches & Altars to'ſmile$#*der her works. 


by one year,others by one day,whichmade them ſee 
what they feared more then death. But jf;hou be af- 
flicted.& perſecuted in this life, why art thou not a- 
ſhamed whenG od calleth thee,to go out faintly,frs 
a place where thou canſt rot ſtay without calamity? 

Neploreſt thou thy gold ſilver,collly attire, houſes 
and riches ? Thou goeft into a Country where thou 
no longer ſhalt need any ofthat. They were reme- 
dies given thee ſor the neceſſities of life, now that 
thy wounds ſhall be cured, would(t thou ſtill wear 
the plaiſters? Bewaileſt thou loſs of friends ? There 
are ſome who expe thee above, which are better 
then the worldly,more wiſe;more aſſured ,and who 
will never afford thee ought but comfort. 

Thou perhaps laments the habir of body, & pangs 
of this paſſage.It is nor death then which makes thee 
wax pale, bur lite thou ſo dearly loved[t.It hath been 
told thee in the laſt agonies of death, the body feel- 
eth great diſturbances, that it turns here and there, 
that one rubs the bed-cloaths with his hands, hath 
convulſions, ſhuts faſt the reeth,choaketh words, hath 
a trembling lower lip, pale viſage, ſharp noſe, trou- 
bled memory ſpeechfumbling,coid ſwear,the white 
of the eye ſunck, and the aſp totally changed. 

What need we fear all that which perhaps will ne- 
ver happen to ue? How many are there who dye ve- 
ry ſweetly,and almoft not thinking of it?You would 
ſay, they are not there,whenit happens. Ce/ar the 


What a contentment to the conſcievee of a juſt man 7oPretour died putting on his ſhoes ; Lucius Lepidins 


in death,to conſider the Churches adorned, Altars 
covered, poor ted, (ins reliſted, virtues crowned, like 


ſtriking with his foot againſt a gate,theRhodian Am- 
baſlador bxying made an Oration before theSenate 
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Embaſſadouy, having made an Oration before the life , our hearts would wholly diſſolve into deſires, 
Senate of Rowe, Anacreos drinking Torguatmnys eating Which makes me ſay, it was ana& of a moit heroical 
a cake, Cardinal Colonna taiting figs, Xewxis the Pain» reſolution in the bjeſſed Virgin,in thoſe 6:eat know= 
ter laughing at the Pictare of an old woman he was ledges ſhe had of Paradiſe,to have continued fo ma- 
to finiſh, and laſtly Augyſtus che Monarch, perfor= ny years in this life, and if you conſider the moſt ar- 
ming a complement. Bur if ſomething muſt be endu- dent love ſhe bare her Son, who was the adamant of 
red, think you the hand of God. is liretched out to all loves, you ſhall tind che holy Virgin , who had 
torment you aboyz your force,or ſhortened tocom- borne all the glory of Paradiſe in her wonib, more 
fort'you? He will give you a winter according to, merited in this relignation ſhe made, to ſee her ſelf 
your wool (as it is ſaid ) ſufferings according to the x © ſeparated the ſpace of thirty years, both from Para- 
ſtrength of your body,8& a crown for _— patience, diſc & her ſon, then all che Martyrs did in reſigning 

You fear nothing (ſay you) of all that I mention, themſelves to deaths ſtrange, bloody, and hideous, 

but you dread Judgment : Who can better order There is nothing comparable ro the martyrdom of Nome: 
that then your ſelf? Had you been the moſt deſpe- love. Itisan oga/arion in a cloud. It is a fire in a love. 
rate ſinner in the world,if you take a ſtrong reſolu- ' myne;a torrent Mut up inditches, a night of ſepara- 


tion to make hereafter an exat and effeQual conver- 
fion,the arms of God are open to receive yon, He 
wil provide for your paſſage,doubt it not,as he took 
care for your birth, He wil accompany you with his 


tion, laſteth Apes, and all waxeth old for it, but its 
delires, Now this holy Mother to be thirty years up- 
on the croſs of love without repining, without com- 
plaint or diſturbance, peaceably expecting the ſtroke 


20 Of her hour, what virtue,and how far are we from it, 
£0 now adays throughout the world you ſee no. 

thing but mourners, who are lothto live, or faint. Worid'y 

hearted that would never die.Some crie out : Come 1. of 
to me,(0 ſluggiſh death)thou haſt for getten me ,what do death. 
There I am but a living death, an nnprefitable bur- 6&0 . 
an to the earth? Ab(adeath\baſt thou ears of braſs aud Elvin cur 
diamond for me aloni?Canſt thuu not ſprt up mine eyes, 5 ſe 


rus AVEITE 


Angels, he will hold you under the veil of his face, 
under the ſhadow of his protection, and if he muſt 
purge you by juſtice , he will crown you by his 
mercy. 


The fifteenth Ex a MPLE upon the 
fifteenth MA XI M, 


The manner of dyimo well, drawn from the 
f Ys f which ] daily drewn in my tears ? Much otherwiſe, ,:; ac, Er 


lodel of our A | CRE . 
Model 0) LADLIE. when we ſee one die young, freſh, flouriſhing, in ho- foe: ow 
Y . . . _ 7 . . 05 CLanuarre 
Ne of the moſt important myſteries in the 3, nour, wealth, health, proſperity, we crie out npon 


ſava neg 4s > 


t. Quality 


world, is todie well, It is never done but 
once, and if one fail to perform it well, he'is loſt 
without recovery. It is the Jaſt lineament of the ta- 
ble of our life, the laſt blaze of the torch extinguiſh- 
ed, the laſt luſtre of the ſetting Sun, the end of the 
race which gives a period to thecourſe, the great 
ſeal which {;gneth all our ations. One may in death 
corre all the defects of an ill life, and all the virtues 
of a good are defaced and polluted by an evil death. 


death as if it were cruel and malicious. Ts take (faith 
one)this young betrothed, this pror maid, this hsband 
intended , this excellent man, who ſo well played the 
Rhodomont:to lay held of one ſo neceſſary for the pub- 
lick,inthe flower cf his age ! Why tock it not away this 
cripple, this beggar, Who hath wit whercwith to live 
Why tock it not away this other who daily dies yet can- 
not die once?) our manners! U dainty conceits ! O fit 
language ! were it not ſome little humane reſpect , 


The art ofdying wel being of ſo great conſequence, 4o we would take Gods Providence by the throar. 


it ſeems God permitted the death of his Mocher, ro 
teach us what ours ought to be, The death of the 
Virgin Aary, is the dzath of a Phenix,, which hath 
three conditions, reſelnticn, diſeugagement and union. 

| begin with reſolution of conformity :0 the will 


of good Of God, which is the firſt quality ſhould be had to 


death, is 


ear Ge well, 


Thar is to hold life in your hands, as a 


ferercy of loan borrowed from Reaven,ever readyto reflore it 
time and ar the leaſt ſuramons you ſhall have trom the will 


MANCce. 


Whem do we contend withal ? The indifferency 
we daily ſee in the death of men, where as ſoon the 
young is taken as the old the happy as the miſerable, 
the Emperor as the porter,is one ofthe jones ligns 
of Gods Providence to be admired, Why then com- 
plain we that Cod maketh us to leave life when he 
pleaſerh ? Itis not a puniſhment, but a wholſom do. 
&rine, by which we learn the power of the Divine 
Wiſdom. Firſt, when we entred into life, our advice 


of God, It is not perfetion nor to care for life 50 was not required whether we would be born in ſuch 


through impatience, nor to have an ear rot deafto 
death, through faintneſs of courage. This reſigna- 
tion was moſt excellent, and very admirable in out 
Lady, for two reaſons. Firſt, the great knowledge 
ſhe bad of beatitude. Secondly, the ineffable love 
ſhe bare ro her Son. For I leave you to thinkif our 
deſires follow the firſt rays of our knowledges, and 
if we be ſo much the more earneſt after a good, as 
we are the better informed of its merit, what impa- 


or ſuch an Age,ſnch a day,fach a year,fuch an hour , 
ſo when we muſt be gone from hence, there is no 
reaſon to asKk our counſel. Let us onely yield up this 
laſt loan, and not murmur againſt the father ci the 
family. Let us not ſay,this may ſhorld go before, and 
this after. Who knows them better then God ? You 
complain this miſerable creature lives fo long, how 
know you whether he accompliſh the years of hi 

purgatory?How know you whether God ſuffers him 


marienc> tience muſt our Lady needs have of life , ſince the g, to become a ſpeRtacle unto you of his patience ?Why 
dy to en- received a ſcience of beatitude,ftrong, powertful,and gnaſh you your teeth for anger , that this man rich, 


eure lite. reſplendent above all other creatures, God givin 


her leave to ſee in Calvaric the abyſs of his glories, 
in the depth of his dolours, 

Itis no wonder we fo very eaſily affet life ſeeing 
we are as the lictle children ofa King, bredin the 
houſe of a ſhepherd, as the gloſs upon Daniel retort- 
eth touching the education of Nebuchadaez.zar.We 
know not what a ſcepter, Kingdom, or crown is, in 


that man forturare, and thar other fo qualitied,is ta- 
ken herce in his flouriſhing yourh ? How know you 
the miſadventures and ſhipwracks which attended 


Un? 477 H 


him, had he {till continued in che world?You fay, he on 4:51; 
was neceſſary ? why, God will ſhew there is not a- 47 4rt- 


ny thing nectflary in the world but bimlelt, 
Poor eyes ofa har, which ſce nothing bur darkneſs, 
you would give.gyes to Argu,and light to the Sun. 


this great meanneſs of a life, baſe and rerreftrial.But , q If you defire to take part inthe prudence ofthe juſt, 
handle the matter ſo,that for the firſt ſign of a gcod 
deaih, you be ever indifferent to liveor die, accor- 


ding 


had we ralked onely one quarter of an hour with a 
bleſſed ſoul, ard difcourſed of the tate of the other 


Ogg 


Hs 
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?rifomnd of ding tO ourLadies example.Daily expeR death,flid 
© 014 perpetually on your guard. Do as the brave bird the 
Conftancy Grecians call Onocratals, which is ſo well praQtiſed 
of furh. to expe the Hawk to grapple with her , that even 

\.c.2 when ſhe ſhuts up her eyes, ſhe ſleepeth with her 


do!.c.z 


116: 117 beak exalted, as if ſhe would contend with ;her ad- 
deere foi verſary. Know we are continually among rocks and 
rw Des fi- IT there needs but one bour to get all,or 
ui þ 54. Ole all, that the day of Judgement comes with the 
7a pace of a thief,and that we 5: 't be ready to receive 
* arrouite 1t, and reſolute ro combat with death, ro gain im- 

mortality. Hold this concluding ſentence of Tertul- 
cxcuſiis {j,q8,45 an Oracle : Amongſt the rocks :and ſhelves 
ares of this ſea, called hfe, Chriſtian fgth paſſeth on, 
« ati; breaking the waves, filling the ſails with Gods ſpirit 
_— *;;. cver aſſured, yet ever diltruſtful, and perpetually 
ratile deve- Fearleſs, yet thll careful of the future, As for the reſt 
raits h1p9- jt ſees under its feet an abyſs not to be paſſed by 


Cripinurs, 


Second x ſwimming, & inexplicable ſhipwrack for thofe who 


ta, ſecura 


eln ct abile 
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rit,and which bold of the world by roots as|deep as 

hell, and as big as arms. Go ont of thy laxd. O) how 

bard is this firſt ep, tv go out of theland, to forſake 

the land, not at all to pretend to the land,to the gold 

to the filyer,to thoſe jewels, that inheritance, roall,, ..... 
that glorious glitter of fortune? See the firit tor- deſire of 
ment of worldly ſpirits.Such there have been, who #2 
ſeeing themſelyes in the laſt approches of inevicable J,unm xi- 
death, have ſwallowed their gold like pills ; other to 


10 Eternize theſelves on earth, have cauſed formidable 


ſepulchers to be built, wherein they put all their 
wealth, as the Xgyptian King Cheopes,who proſtitu. 
ted even bis own daughter, to raiſe unto himſelf a 
Pyramid for buria!,ſo enormous, that it ſeemed the 
earth was too weak to bear it,and Heaven too low 
to be freed from its importunity, Beſides, he cauſed 
ro be engraven upon it,that the manufaRures alone 
of this ſepulcher,had coſt fix millions of gold in cole- 
worts arid turneps,Others cauſed to be buried with 


qualiry of are drenched, a gnlph which ſuffocates all ſuch, as 20 them dogs, horſes, ſlaves, apparel, diſhes to ſerve 


good 
Ceath. 
Thilo |, 3. 


it once ſwalloweth, 

The ſecond quality of a good death, is the ready 
on 6. 20d conſtant adieu given to the world, as did the 
ne. Bleſſed Virgin, who was ſo diſengaged from it to- 
Notable yards death, that ſhe touched not earth at all, but 
ſpeech © 
Fins oo With the ſoles ot her feet. 
21sjer his Philo faith, God gave Aoſes leave to live very 

long, perpetually in glorious actions, in contempla- 


ſtate 
ea+5 FY5 tions, in lights, ſo that his body was worn, waſted, & 


A156 


NT: fririt By a much fironger reaſon may one ſay the 


like of the *{other of God. For it is certain her life 
was nothing elſe but a divorce from the world, But 
as Phyſitizns obſerve, that the breath of ſtorks is pu- 
rified and 1::ade ſweet in the proportion as they 1n- 
creaſe in age,in ſu ſort, that becoming old, they 
yield forth mot odoriferons exhalations: So the 
life of this holy Mother, which was ever hanging a- 
bour the heart ofher Son, ever in the contemplation 


them in the other world. 

Yea, itis not long ago, ſince there was found in Annor544 
Rome a coffin of marble eight foot long, ard init a --onoyg 
robe embroidered with Gold+ſmiths work, which wonu- 
yielded (ix and thirty pounds of gold, belides touriy m_# ' 
rings,a cluſter of emeralds,a little mouſe made of an rei; Ma. 
other precious ſtone,and amongſt all theſe precious 
magnificencies,two leg-bones of a dead corps, known 
by the inſcription of the tomb,to be the bonesof the 


almoſt wholly vapouredout into the ſubſtance of his 30 Empereſs Mary, daughter of Srilicox, and wife of 


the Emperonr Hoxorixs, who died before conſum- 
mation of marriage. About twelve hundred years 
were paſſed, after ſhe was buried with all theſe 
goodly roys,which (no doubt)gave much eaſe to her 
oul. My God, how are we tied to carth! Tell me not 
the like is not done now adays,for it is worſe, ſince 
they were buricd after death with their riches, and 
you(O mortals)alive as you are, build your ſepul-. 
chers thereon.We ſee men, who having already one 


of the =ue myſteries of our ſalvation, perpetually 4of oor in the grave,if you ſpeak to them of the affairs 


in the furnace of love, wholly transformed it ſelf in- 

co her well-beloved,as one wax melted into another, 

as a drop of water poured into a great veſſel of wine 

aS incenſe waſted into Aames. O what ſweetneſs -of 

Sork. © breath ! what odour of virtues in her old age ! Her 
49. 11b:i de dOdy ſ-emed ro be exhaled and to vapour out all in 
_ c ſoul;che ſoul, whichis the knot of life,and which poſ 
**  ſeſſeth inus the moſt inferiour part of ſpirituality , 
diſſolved wholly into ſpirit, which is in the middle, 


of their conſciences,all the ſpirit yet remaining,is per 
haps for two or three hours beſieged by an infinite 
number of thoughts of worldly wealth.Death crieth 
out aloud in their ears, ſaying : Go from thy land, 
and you pull it to you as with iron hooks. 

After that cometh kindred, allies, table- friends, 
friends for game, buffons, amoriſts, and all the de- 
lights of former companies. Some weep, others make 
ſhew of tears,the reſt under a veil of ſorrow make 


& the ſpirit meſred encrely into the underſtanding, g © bones-fires in their hearts, they ſeem all to appear a- 


which hath the higheſt rank in jthe foul, and which 
bears 1he image of the moſt holy Trinity. Her me- 
mory ina ſilent repoſe was freed fromall remem- 
brances of the world, her will reſided in languiſhing 
tervours,and hec underſtanding was wholly engul. 
phed in great abyſles of lights , there was not one 
{mall thred of imagination, which ticd her to earth. 

Cant, 1.6. : . 

9.« fa O what an adieu to the worid ! Iris very well de- 


$4498: claredin the Canticles by theſe words : Who 1s it 
dit per de» 


bout the bed, and to ſing this ſad ſong of S. Auguſtine Avz-Cont 
Alas, do you leave us, and ſhall we hereafter meet no*,\" 
more together ? Farewel pleaſing amities. Aden & « mo- 
feaſts, adien Sports, adien leves' This wor that _— : 
any longer be permitted from this moment for ever, tecum xlirs 
Behold ano:her very ſlippery and dangerous ſtep , i” 407mm? 
notwithſtanding you mult leave it : Death haſtneth $1.5, 
and ſayes: Go from thy kindred. 


non licelit 


In the laſt,the body and fleſhis preſented, which '* ©, *** 


ultra 11 4+ 


þ aiculey that aſcendeth through the deſart, liks a thin vapenr 60 ſeems to ſay : Ah my ſoul, whither goeſt thou ? My rm 2 


virgula fu- Compoſed of odours, myrrhe , incenſe, and all the 
mi, ex ar- oft carions perfumes, 

— & hich Arch a word, the holy Virgin was whol 
thuri: & #- Iy ſpiritnalized, wholly vapour, all pertume, a'l ſpt- 
CR 4 *- rit, and had (as it were ) nothing of body, mats- 
mentari, nels, or earth. 

The three O how many unreaſonably fail it this ſecond con- 
ties of the ,. .. - : - 
world, dition ! When death comes to ſound his rrumper in 
nn be- our ears,and faith to us: Let ws go, thin muſt diſloag 
tre ten def rom thy lands and inberitances never toreturnagaing 


dear hoſteſs, whither goeſt thou? Thou haſt hitherto 

ſo tenderly pampered me, ſo pompouſly clothed me, 

{» wantonly cheriſhed me, 1 was thy Idol, thy Pa- 
radiſe,thy little Goddeſs, and where will you put 

me? int0a gave with ſerpents and worms? what 
ſhall I do there, & what will become of me : Behold pur-.in in- 
a hard rask, principally for ſuch of both ſexes,as have tir. ad 
Cearly loved their bodies, like the Dutcheſs of Fe- . <a 
ni:e,of whom Cardinal Putri Damianns ſpeaketh, Th: prodi- 


Lohr of Wt - galicy of a 
who was piunged into ſenſuality with fo much pro- $37.0 


copnatiove from thy kindred, from the houſe thy father gave thee,to JO fuſion, that ſhe could not endure to lodge but in Lady, and 


#4, 4 


draws paris PHE gt) beay, how barſh that is to ill mortified ſpi- 


Ini . 


chambers full of delicious perfumes of the Faſt, ſhe: yy 
would 


Fart 2: 

would not waſh her ſelf, but in the dew of Heaven, 
which muſt be preſeryed for ber with mnch $kill. 
Her garments were ſo pompous, that nothing re» 
mained but to ſeek for new ituffs tn, Heaven, for ſhe 
had exhauſted the treaſures of earth. Her viands ſo 
dainty, that all the mouths of Kings talte&none ſo 
exquiſite, nor would ſhe touch her meat, but with 
golden forks and precious tones. God,to puniſh this 
curſed ſuperfluity,caſt her on a bed,and aſſailed her 
with a malady ſo hideous, fo ſtinking and trightfall, 
that all her neareſt kin were enforced to abandon 
her, none ſtaying about her, but a poor old woman 
already throughly accuſtomed. to ſtench and death, 
yet could not this proud creature part with her in- 
famous body. but with ſorrow, She was of thoſe ſouls 
that Plato calleth Phyloſomates,which tie themſelves 
to fleſh as much as they can, and after death would 
gladly ftill walk round about their fleſh, to finda 


aſlage into it again, 
rhe way panag g 


XV. MAXIM. 


IO the fon of one 0 


Of Death: | | | My 
on the ſea from a rotten leaky ſhip, to ſeap on the 
ſhore, and care not much what will become of it af. 


ter death, ſo it be on holy lard. Souls well mortified 
ſpeak not of fleſh, conſidering the ſtate of ſin, but 


. with horrour, Yea, we findin the bequeſts-of one of 


the ſons of S. Leww,Count of Alexey, theſe words x 

I will the Tomb that ſhall cover my ſtixking fleſh, ex- 

ceed yot the charge of fifty livres,and that which exc lo. Modelly 

ſeth my evil heart 5 net thirty livres. Behold how pn + - 
/ the greatelt Kings in the world 

ſpeaketh of his body ,& would you idolatrize yours? 

Laſtly, for the third condition of a good death, ir ,,,. ,;.4 
mult have union with God, whereot our Lady gi- quality of 
vethus a perfect example. Jor it being well verified * 4g 
by Theology, that there ate three unions ſuperna- wats 
tural, and-as it were wholly. ineffable, the firſt 
whereof is the ſacred kno: ot the mo!t holy Trini- 
ty, which rieth rhree perſons in one ſame Eſſence , 
the ſecond, is the tie of the Word with humane na- 


how to be Know you what is to be done to die well ? Cut off 20 ture, which ſubſiſteth by che hypoſtalis of the ſame 


well provi- in good time, the three chains which ſraightly bind 
ded tor fooliſh and ſenſual ſouls. For the firſt paſſage that 
"= concerneth earthly goods, ſeaſonably diſpoſe of your 
temporal, Entangle not your hands for ſo fhort a 
time as you are to live ingreat affairs, perilous, and 
uncertain, which will perplex you all your life, and 
throw you down to death, Do not like evil travel. 
lers, whe ſtay to reckon and contend with their ho- 
Neſs, when it is already fair a and that the 
guid wrangles and ſweareth at t 
tle buſineſs, chat you may leave no trouble in your 
family after death. Make a Will clear and perſpicu- 
ous, which drawerth nor ſuits after.it. Preſerve your 
ſelf carefully from imitating that wicked man, who 
cauſed all his gold and ſilver to be melted into one 
maſs to ſet his heirs rogether by the ears,who killed 
one another, ſprinkling the apple of diſcord and the 
objeR of their avarice, with their blood. Say to your 
ſelf, brought nothing into the world, nor will car- 


Word, and the third, the intimate conjunRtion of a 
Son-God with a Mother. Virgin ; I affirm,the Vir- 
gin being a pure creature cannot equal-either the 
union ot the Trinity, or the hypoſtatical union, yet 
notwithſtanding hath the highelt place of all created 
unions ; as ſhe who was united to God when ſhe li- 
ved in the world, in the moſt ſublime and farred 
manner, the ſpirits of the moſt exalted Seraphins 
might imagine, which was moſt divinely expreſſed 


em. Digeſt your lit- 30 by S, Bernard : She cxtred into a deep abyſs of divine Trefmdiſ- 


wiſdom, ſo that ſhe was nnited to light inacceſſible, ſofnan ann 


: ; 2 J© ne ſapientt® 
much as a creature might bepermitted, not arriving penaravit 

to the perſonal union of God. atyfum, 0 

, | , quantuze ſi- 

But ſaying this, I not onely ſpeak of the union ;; p.rſonals 

ſhe had in quality of the Mother of God, being one »»n 044: 


ſame fleſh,and one ſame ſubſtance with her Son,bur 70m 


rio parunrs 


of the union of contemplation, devotion, and fub.. {#1 it in- 
miſſion to the will of God, which alone was the cen- © 


uvideatuy 


ter of her felicity, as witneſſeth S. Augyftine : Aly inmoſa n. 


ry any thing away, no not the deſire of it. Behold 40 Mother whom You call happy,hath all her happine [5,nct nerened. | 
one part of my goods,which muſt be reſtored toſuch ſo mach becanſe the word was made man in her, as for , um mas 


and ſuch, theſe are true debts that muſt neceſſarily be 
diſcharged. Behold another for pious legacies. Ano- 
ther for alms to perſons needy and indigent, another 
for my ſervants male and female,& my poor friends 
who have faithfully ſerved me. They have waſted 
their bodies & lives, to contribute all they might to 
my wil,there is no reaſon ſhould forget them. Nay, 
I deſire my enemies have ſome part in my will. As 
tor my children and heirs,the main ſhal go to them, 
they wil be rich enough, if they be virtuous enough. 
Behold how the temporal ſhould be diſpoſed, 

And for ſo much as concerneth kindred, give the 
benediCtion of God to your children, and all your 
family , leave worthy examples of contempr of the 
world, of bumility, of patience,of charity : procure 
a full reconciliation with your enemies, entertain 
your friends with ſage diſcourſes, which may ſhew 
you gladly accept Gods viſitations, that you die full 


p gaum mas» 
that ſhe kept the word of God, who mad: her, ayd why gnum., 
afterward allied himſelf to» humane nature in her IE _ 


womb , as he would ſay, Our Lady was more happy pellas fe 
to have conceived God in her hcart, and continual. <2 124 


i , . : ainx, quit 
ly kept ſpiritval union with him, then to have once %.,mm 
brought him forth according to fleſh. Dei cuſto- 


' dit , no! 
We cannot arrive at this ſublime anion of the Mo- 7: 


quia in ills 


ther of God, but howſoever at leaſt in the laſt pe- verturs c4+ 


0 riod of thy life, having bid adicu to the world, and "5/1 


eſt, XC. 
drawn the curtain berween thee andcreatures, en» aug. tra. 


deavour to be united as perfeRtly as is poſſible, to thy 1<-inJoun- 
Creatour.Firſt by good and perte&t confeſlion of the 
principal ations of all thy life, Secondly by a moſt 
religious participation of thy viatic:m in preſence 
of thy friends, in a manner the moſt ſober, well or.. 
dered, and edificative, thou maift. In the third place 
ſeaſonably receiving extream union, thy ſelf an- 
ſwering if it be poſſible, to the prayers of the 


of reſolutions to. prepare them a plate,and that you 60 Church, and cauſing to be re2d in the approaches of 


expect from their charity, prayers and fatisfactions 
for your negligence and remiſneſs. If needs ſome 
ſmall tribute muſt be paid to nature in two or three 
drops of tears, it is tolerable. But take away theſe 
whyning conntenances, theſe petty furies,theſe mer- 
cenary weepers, who weep, not knowing why, nor 
for what they mourn. 

As for that which roucheth the ſtate of your bo- 
dy, it would be a goodly thing for you to bewail ir, 


this laſt combat ſome part of the paſſion. Laltly, by 
the as of faith, hope, charity, and contrition. 

I approve not the manner of ſome,who make ſtn- 
died remonſtrances to dying men, as if they were in 
a pulpit, nor of thoſe who blow incefſantly in their 
ears unſeaſonable words,& make as much noiſc with 
the tongue, as hererofore Paganswith their kettles in 
the eclipſe of the Moon. We muftler thoſe good 
ſoulsdepart without any diſterbance in the ſhades of 


atter you have had ſo many troubles in ir. Go out of 70 death.S. Avg»ſtinewould die in great filence,defiring 


it like a Tenant from a ruinous houſe, go from it as 
from a priſon of earth and mortar : Go out of it as 


not to be troubled with lamentations nor viſits, for 
ten days together,where having hanges ſome verſi- 
Ggg2 clcs 


LY 


a þ deemer is living, and that 1 ſhall ſee bimin the ſame fleſh 


vs incredu- Which I at this preſent diſarray. Though I muft walk into the - 
litazem me- ſhades of death,1 will fear nathing,becauſe ( Ob my God) thou 
am Marc. 9 art with me. What baue 1 to deſire in braven, and what would 
Scio qued 7 (f rhee onearth ? My fleſh and my heart are entrancedin thee, 
ro_m_— 0 the God of my heart,and my portion for all eterni! 'y.Wherefore 
&<. Job. 9. $i ambulauero in medio umbre mortis non timebs mala, queniaM 1 me- 
cum er, Plal, nn. Quid mibs im ca#le, &c, Plal. 72. 


XVI. MAXIM. 


cles of Pſalms about his bed be fixed his dying eyes 
upon them with a ſweetneſs moſt peaceful , and ſo 
gave up the ghoſt, It is good to ſay : 

My God 1 bilieve, affiſt my incredultty. 


4:0_ 


I know my Re- 


Of the Immortality of the Seul, 


Part.3, 
#[o fad (0, oul) and why doſt thou trouble me? Quaretri- 
ene L thi nf _ Gad A hens the mercie. #1 © ant. 
Behold how the Virgin, our Lady died, behold 77 
how Saint Lewis died, bchold how Saint Paxla de- Pal. 14: 
parted, of whom Saint Hierom (4) ſaid ; The boly ( » = 
Lady rendring up her life, put her finger on her zutoc. 
mouth, as deſirous to imprint the ſign ot the Croſs Pig=m «d 


05 renens, 


upon it turning the gaſps of death, and laſt breath of ,,,.;, x. 


the ſoul,jin'o the praiſes of God, whom ſhe ſo faith- » pinge- 
fully had ſerved. bat in labur, 


Amma 


IO rumpere geftiens, ipſum ftridorem que mortalis vita finituy in laude; convertebat, 


I ILL NEEIEEEREEIIEEEREEREKERRS, 
- XVIMAXIM 


Of the Immortality of the $ © UL. 


THE PROPHANE COURT. 


Little care is to be had of the Soul after 
death, [o all be well with it in ths life. 


Man who doubteth and queſtions 

the immortality of the Soul,ſheweth 

in the very beginning that he almoſt 

hath no ſoul and that retaining 

nought bur the ſubſtance of it to ſut-. 
fer, he bath Toſt the lights and goodneſs which mighe 
crown kit, Never enter'theſe thoughts into any 
man without making a tomb of fleſh for his reaſon, 
whileſt he ſo flattering his body, forgets all the ex- 
cellencies of his ſoul. 

We muſt here follow the counſel of ancient Sages, 
when a Libertine will impug a verity known by the 
only light of nature,it is not needful to anſwer his 
abſurdities, but to lead him direRtly into the ſtal,and 

againſt the to ſhut him up with beaſts, ſpeaking unto bim the 


þ 


wicked. ſentence which the Prophet Danie/ pronounced a- 
y vent Painſt Nebuchadneztar : T hou ſhalt hereafter be ba- 


ws, & cum niſhed from the company of men, and thy abode ſhall be 
beftiis ferts- 

pres oy with beaſts and ſavage creatures. 

bi are 744, 


ly Court and although we ought to have full obliga- 
tion to faith, which manifeſtly hath ſer this truth be- 
fore us, thereunto affixing all the order of our life, 
and the principal felicity we hope for,yet are we not 
a little enlightned with ſo many excellent conceits 
which learning turniſherh us withal upon it, and 
which I will endeavour to abbreviate,comprehend- 
ing much in few words. 

2. I will then fay for your comfort, that it hath 


THE HOLY COURT. 


That we have an immortal Soul, capable 
of happineſs or unhappineſs eternal. 


to the general underſtandings of all men,as acknow- ,;u-; 
ledged,avowed,and confeſſed by all ſorts of nations, «? 074m 
ought to be believed as by adecree of Nature, The ml 
example thereof 1s evident, For all-men in the world 
believe, that the whole is greater then a part, that 

the ſuperiour number exceedeth the inferiour. That 

the father and mother ſhould be honoured, as the 
Authours of life : That one muſt not do to another 

what he would not be done unto himſelf, and be- 


I © cauſe every one underſtands & averreth this by the 


light ofnature,he would be thought a beaſt or a mad 
man who ſhould contradi&t it. Now from whence 
proceedeth it,that the belief of the ſouls immortali- 
ty,holds the ſame place with theſe general Maxims, 
alchough it be otherwiſe much tranſcendent above 
our ſenſe ? 1fI regard the courſe of time and revo-7*7". 4 
lution of Ages, from the beginning of the world,oneauime: 
cannot afsign any one wherein Nis faith hath not 
been publiſhed by words or actions, correſpondent 


All ſpeak,and all diſpute for the Maxim 0*theHo- 20 t0 the life of the other world. And if ſome depraved 


ſpirits have doubted it,they were gain-ſaid by pub- 
lick voice, by laws, ceremonies, cuſtoms, proteſtati- 
ons of Common. wealths,of Empires and Kingdoms 
where they rook beginning. If look upon ail the 
Nations of the earth fo far diſtant in climates, ſo di- 
vided in commerce, ſo different in diſpoſitions, ſo 
contrary 1n opinions, they all agree in this ray of 
the light of nature, that there is a life of ſeparated 
ſouls, that there are puniſhments and rewards at the 


happened that anHeretick loſt both of underſtandng 30 going our of the body. 


and conſcience having oppoſed the belief of Purga- 
rory(bereſy being a beaten path to infidelity) came 

' to this point of folly,as throughly to perſwade him- 

ſelf rhat death ended all things,and that theſe endea- 

yours of prayers and ceremonies which we afford to 

the memory of the deceaſed,were given to ſhadows. 

The belief He did all a wicked man might to tear himſelf from 
ef the im- himſeif,and bely that which God made him : bur ir 
morality was impoſſible fr him as you ſhall ſee in conſ(dering 


ſoul invin- the three chambers of juſtice wherein he was con- 


cible. * £ . 
———— demned.Firſt,be entred into the Court before the 


nation of fribunal of Nature, & thought he ſaw a huge troup 
impiery in of all the learned men of the earth, and all Nations 
5+. of the univerſe, whocame to fall upon him as a 
ure. mighty cloud, armed with fire and lightning. 

2:4 ud My God ( faid he) what is this ?The yy Ter- 
mune ive tullian (aid,and it is true, that verities which fall in- 


it is the belief of Hebrews,Chaldeanc, Perfians, Me- 
des, Babylonians Egyptians Arabians, E thiopians, Scy- 
thians Grecian: ancient Ganls, Romans, & that web 
1s moſt admirable, after one hath roamed over E - 
rope, Africk, Aſia,let him enter into the new worlds 
which nature hath divided from us by ſo mighty a 
mals of Seas, ſhelves, rocks,and monſters, he findeth 
the faith of the ſouls immortality began there, ſo 
ſoon as men. 1t is obſerved to have been ſo publick 
with the ancient,that they carried the marks thereof 
on their garments, and inſcribed it on their tombs. 

Men of the belt quality of Rewe,had little croif- T!ster: | 
{ants on their ſhoes(fairhCaftor)to Hgnifie theirſoutg?*%%% 7% 
came from Heaven, and were to return to Heaven 
atrer the death of the body, and therefore there was 
not any thing in them which ought not to be cle. £2m*®* 
ſtial. The like alſo is found of tombs, where open 


gates 


Part, 3. 
tes were engraven on them, to ſhew that after 
death all was not ſhur up from the ſoul, but that it 

had paſſages into eternity. 

All the moſt eminent Philoſophers, following the 
bright ſplendour of natural lighr, although diſtant 
by the courſe of Ages, parted into fects, divided into 
ſo many different Maxims,agreed in this;as Afercs- 
ry Triſmegiſtus, Pythagor as, Plato, Ariſtotle, Xeno- 
crates, Seneca, Plutarch, Maximus T yrienſis, fam- 
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ſaith : #e know, and onr faith is not in vain , that Mare. in 
ſouls diſc harged from bodies, have underſtanding, and Sn L 
that the ſpiris Which tc celeſtial, returncth to its origi 25. q 54 
xAl, nuts CYA- 
From whence comes this conſent ſo great, ſo uni- fois own 
verſal, ſo authentical, ina thing ſo ſublime, fo alie- 5: No- 
nated from ſenſe, ſo eminent, but from the ſpirit of fulchuis 
God ? Let us ſay with Tertu/lian in the book of the tit. 5. 
ſouls teſtimony : From whence proceeds it, that thoſe *te* 


vana fides 


bliexs, Themiftins, Epittetxs and Cicero, as may be 10 who will neither ſee ner hear Chriſtians, have the lan- «., ſolmas 


ſeen in ſo many excellent Treatiſes, which I might 
mention at large were they well enough known. 
Bur if ſometimes doubtful paſſages occurre in Ari- 
ſftotle and Seneca bereupon, wereit not much better 
ro judge them by ſo many perſpicuous and illuſtri- 
ous ſentences,which ns Len upon the life of the 0- 
ther world, then to cenſure them by ſome words in- 
ſenſibly efcaped in diſcourſe? In which,if ſome thing 
repugnant to our doctrine may be diſcovered, it is 


guage of Chriſtians ? 1 much ſuſpect the conſent of 79%" ® 
words in ſo great a diſagreement of conver ſation. ym 
4. I am condemned in. this firit Court of juſtice, & * 4 
(ſaid the Libertine. ) Burt let us go along to the Tri- preg 
bunal of ſupernatural light, had ſee what the divine dire cle. 
Wiſdom will affirm : Let us follow the counſel of f77: . 
S. Ambroſe : He who made heaven,teacheth ns the my- te&im.ani- 
fteries of heaven,whom ſhal I believe touching the veri- "*: 


ties of God, but God bimſelf > And verily, behold the gfe51 


ro be underſtood ofthe ſenſitive and vegetative ſoul, 20 advice God giveth us,to reſolve us in doubtful caſes, upon the 


not the reaſonable and intelligent, which theſe Au. 

thours ever ſer afide,as being celeſtial and divine. 
Eou. 17-6 3, Never (ſaith Plotinxs)was there a man of good 
Nee «i underſtanding amongſt ſo manyW riters,who ſtrove 
improv» not for the immorrality of the ſoul. But if any one 
rralem among them hath impugned ic, even in the dark- 
«ſc, ne «4 neſs of Gentiliſm, it hath been obierved, there ever 
— -” was ſome diſorder and impurity in his life, which 


9«i roxquen- made him controvert his opinion, to divert the ap- 


dnt vemat, 


oe Paanges prehenſion of puniſhments due to his crimes, That 30 tols,and gave a new face to the whole world ? 


nin ext. WAS it, which Afizntins Felix (aid ; 1 well know ma- 
gui peniems, yy preſſed with a conſcience gmilty of crimes, rather de- 


fupplicia ve- 7 To be nothing after their death, they to be per ſwa- 


whichis, to tollow me great and powerfull autho- liey of ah 
rity, that may draw our ſpirits with a firong band out. 

out of ſo many labyrinths, Withour it (faith $. Angu- tin 
ftine)there would neither be world, reſt, light, wiſ- cus. 
dom, nor religion. And ifa deciſive authority muſt (= m/- 
be choſen,where ſhal we find one more certain then 7 


that of a Man- God, whoſe words were propheſies , «ghy« con 


life ſanRity, ations miracles, who by way ſecret —_ 4 
and incormprehenſible,advanced the Croſs of C api. ws a 


Deo Cre« 
mo 


Now without ſpeaking at this time of the Penta- 4s 
teuc,where the Word with his own mouch drew rea. 2». cp. 4+ 
ſons for the immortality of the ſoul,againſt the Fag- 37 
dxces, ] might alledge the book of Kings, where the (=; veriras 
ſoul of a lictle infant returneth into its body, at the ©7075 4 
words of Xl1as. I could produce the true ſoul of $4- OT 
»xel, which returneth from Limbo and ſpeaks to <92nw 6- 
King Saxl,as the Wiſeman rendereth this apparition "*,<"%* 


Reg. 17. 
undoubted, which 1 will ſhew. I might mention the Revertatay 


the caſe ef an inchanted ſepulcher, comprized all the 49 book of Tobias, which diſtinguiſherh rwo places ſor © #** 


ſervari. ded of it, for they wiſh rather wholly to periſh, then to 
be reſerved for their puniſhment. 

He ſhould make an annotation, not a diſcourſe, 
who would here alledgall the authorities of the an- 
cients,which are very ordinary. fatisfie my ſelſwith 
a moſt excellent paſſage of wiſe Puintilian, who in 

__ dectrineofGentiles upon this Article, when he ſaid : 
Ammon = Ov Soul came from the ſame place from whence proceeded 
"le vere, (2 Eternal Spirit, Authour, and Father of all things, to wit, 
emnium Fhetruc God, and thn this ſoul could neither be corrupted, dir, 


eutborem, A©1y, nor feel the leaft touch of inortality common ta corruptible 
parentem, things, But at th: paſſage out of the priſon of body, it was 


ſprium purged by fie, and after this purgation it aſcended to Heaven, 
ducims. there to live bappie. Which is to be underſtood if good ſouls : 

nec interire, FE" 2 : S 

mucly rs for polluted and impious, are delivered to eernal terments, by 

nee ulls the conſent of the wiſeſt Gentiles. 

morralizs- Behold a man, who in few words heaped together g > 
"_ /* the belief of more then fourty Ages which preceded 


geotic: bu- Him, touching the immortality of the ſoul, Paradiſe, 
man ©7* Purgatory, hell , and that within the limits of the 


«F-e;crit,c light of nature. (a) Plato ſaith the ſame ; 
muemtris That onr ſoul wears the liveries of the eternal Fa- 


* mmembris 


mertalivns, ther which make it incorruptible. 
jw [e 53"*  Algazel in the book of nature : 


tes T hat our ſoul being ſeparated from the body, ſhall 

- gl ſubſift with the firſt intelligence, 

(a) Tas Maximus Tyrienfis : 60 
q Je Le That that which we call death,Was the beginning of 
evuc: immortality. 

Au m2- Dionyſus the Geographer forgat not in the 


Tezz. Worlds deſcription,the white 1ſland,whereinto it was 
L2H held the ſouls of Heroes were carried. 

Lawyers were not ignorant of it, for when there is 
any ſpeech of legacies to be diſtributed on the birth- 
day of the Teſtatour, they avouchrthemro be lega- 
cies which muſt be given 1n perpetuity, every year 


13 £jus un 


ſouls in the other world,one of darknes,& the other /:+r4 c- 
of lights, But let us hear Eccleſiaſtes, ſince Intidels 
will make an arrow of it againſt us , where,after the !* _ = 
propoſitions of the wicked rehearſed in this book to Ex«irevir 
be refuted (which muſt be well obſerved) the Wiſe. {7 5! 
man decideth and concludes, T hat the body returneth propunria. 
zuto the earth from whence it came and the [pirit roGed on py 
who gave it, Let us bear Wiſdom where it is writ- ,, © 
ren : 

T hat the ſoules of the Fuſt are in the hands of God, $123. t- 
and ſyall uct be toucbed wi h the torment of death. 

Let us hear the Prophet Daziel, who faith : Daniel. 12. 

The true Sages ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs cf the * 
firmament, aud that [uch as inſtrut# many to juſtice, 
ſnall be as ſtars for _ - 

Laſtly, let ns hear our Saviour, who ſpeaketh to us 
clearly and intelligibly in the blood of all Martyrs : 

Fear mot thoſe who kill the body, ani cannat kill the 1, 2 1x; 

oul. | 

« Here will we hold this docrine of the immortali- 
ty from his own mouth, more then from any other 
reaſon : he cauſed us to make it an Article of faith , 
he eſtabliſheth upon it all our beatitude, why ſhould 
we then argue and trie new conclufions,after the de- 
cifion of Gods Word ? 

5. I knew well (aid the wicked man ) this ſecond 
Court would condemn me , but I am not yet ſatis- 
fied After nature and faith, T appeal ro reaſon, T,, _-. 
will enter into the bottom of my ſelf, ro know ſome grawn our 


onthe birth-day,by reaſon, that by death we enter 3u- news of my ſelf. What a madnels is it to appeal from 9* 1£aione 


to anther nativity, which is that of glory. To the 
very ſame,the law of ſepulchers hath relation,which 


the decrees of God, to reaſon ? Ard yet was this 
wretch condemned likewiſe by this tribunal. For 
asking 


XVI, MAXIM 


asking his ſoul, whither wilt thou go? What will be- 
come of thee after the death of thy body?Wilc thou 
not accompany it in death as thou didſt during life ? 
1dy (replyerh the ſoul) It is as impoſlibte the light 
of the Sun become night, and fire ice, as the ſoul of 
man, which is the ſource of life and underſtanding , 
ſhould be ſubje& to death. 

s. Tv» l.: For from whence ſhould this death and corruption 

contts. «. Proceed? If chou hatt never ſo little reaſon, thou wel 

79. ſeeſt what the great S. Thomas, 
the world ſaid: A thing cannot dy and be corrupted 
but by one of three ways, either by ation of its con- 
trary.ſo heat,cold, moylture & drougth corrupt our 
bodies by mutual counterbuffs and continual com- 
bats: or by the want of ſubje& which ſerves as a ba- 
ſis or foundation to it; ſo the eye dyech,when its or- 
ganis corrupted : or by defe@ of the afsiſtance of 
the cauſe which hath influence into it ; ſo the light 
faileth in the air-when the Sun retireth. In which of 


422 


Of the Immortality of the Soul, Part 4, 
ture is diſcovered: from whence enſueth, that if the ——_—_ 


manner which thy ſoul uſeth in its funtions & Ope- preot. 
rations be wholly ſpiritual,we may truely fay,it is al —_— 
ſpirit,all indiviſible and wholly incorruptible, Now [,,.,544. 
whereis it,that it worketh not wich a tenderneſs and «en. 
admirable ſpirituality? irſt, in the ſeparations it ma- "© 9?®, 
keth of univerſal natures, in numbers, relations, pro- the ſoul 
portions, orders, correſpondencies, harmomes, in 377 amis 
things eternaland divine, Secondly, in judgements; 


and all the Sages of to diſcourſes, diſputarions, compariſons, applications, 


which it maketh on every thing. Thirdly, inthe 
conl(iderations and refle&tions it hath 0n it felt, yea, 
overall its ations, almoſt i» infinitam. It it did not 
work ſpiritually,how could ic harbour in the memo- 
ry,ſo many ſeas, rivers, mountains.valleys, cities and 
caſtles ? How could it put ſo many places into one 
place,not holding any place ? It it operated not ſpi- 
ritually and indiviſibly,how could it be whole in each 
of its ations? The body , becauſe it is body andquan 


$4baris theſe three kinds would(t thou gorrupe me ? Should 2© titative,and diviſible, wha ir doth with one part, it 


nrellewes jt be by the ation of the contrary, 1 am not ſub. 
th; parigr je to bodily impreſsions, bur to thoſe only of the 


$4anru mm mn- s 
relligivilrer, mind, which are rather to perfect then corrupt me. 
Ps of | am not compoſed of elements, am not hot, cold, 
erfeltivns moi(t,nor dry, | admir no contrariety, But when 1 


quan ©r- (4 comprehend in my wary rn. white, black, 
© wmm.t.2, Water, fire? life and death, I accord all contraries, 
contra Death ( ſaich (6) Lucretins ) is only made for the 
Gentes things which have a«colleRion ot parts, and | am 
(a) Anime moft-fimple, 
pew 2 hou ruin me by defect ot the body ? Iam 
fingruyr Cor- : ? 
pore, conri- Of a narure different from body. 1t was ſometime 
' netquer: without me, & I ſhall be a long time without it, for 
«Gus 1 depend not on it, bur by accident and chance.! take 
Platonicus ſomewhat of it as an hoſteſs in this life, but I-govern 
c , Lu: jt as a miſtrifs for eternity.I make uſe of the organs 
Mor: ce: Of ſenſes, but I corre ſenſes, and when pers tell me 


rw 4/4p4! the Sun 1s but a foot broad, i proveto them by livel 


ollis. 


"4rif:.1 x. Teaſons it is much greater then the globe ofthe eart 


de anima Jf I borrow fantaſies from imagination , I make 4 


L.4.te*'21- eruths of them:and in matter of underſtanding, wil. 
ling and judging, which is my proper profeſsion, 1 
have properly noching to do with bodies, as thePhi- 
loſopher Arifto/chath well obſerved, ſaying,1 could 
not be before body, but I might remain after the 
death of body, and be ſeparated from it, as things e- 
ternalirom corruptible, becauſe | have an ation diſ- 
entangled from body,w* is contemplation. All that 
which is idle periſheth in nature: but 1 have no death 


doth not neceſſarily with another , what it toucheth 
with the hand,it doth not neceſſarily rouch with the 
foot , but the ſoul isall in its ation. If the foul un- 
derſtand, |all the jſoul underſtandeth. if the ſoul 
will,all the ſoul willeth, Ifthe foul ſuffer, all the 
ſoul ſuffereth.For ir is an indiviſible. That was it, 
which $. Azgxfine judiciouſly ſpake : The ſoul is 
all in each of its motions. Augoſe. 1, 


Mortal things can do nothing immortal, But our &© 7m 


30 ſoul, roteach us its immortality, doth wounderfulc :9. 


works,which fear not the ſythe of rime,the wheel ns 

inconſtancy,nor power of death, it out. lives (tones, Ju (ws me- 

metcals, Agyprian Pyramids, and the worlds ſeven*s - og 
wonders, It isa ſtrange thing to ſee a humane ſpi-?%iron. 
rit, which taketh away the veil from nature , and jm n/ 
looketh into the bottom , and penetrateth into the%57 "4 
very marrow. It entreth into theſe great labyrinthspervidonus 
of eſſences,it definerh,divideth,diſtinguiſheth, ſeye- #***: 
reth,it appropriateth, maketh marvelous diſſeQions, 

© Mmounterh aboye the tracks of the Sun and time, ſco- 
reth out the courſe of theHeavens,the periods ofthe 
Stars.1t deciphereth eclipſes to art inſtant, and fore. 
goeth by underſtanding thoſe great celeſtial bodies, 
whoſe motions are more ſwift then wind or thunder 
Fro thence it expataterh into the air, there to bear 
the winds blow,rain pour down, tepeſts roar, light» 
nings flaſh, rain'bows and crowns ariſe.1t deſcendeth 
into the deep caverns of the earth, there to meditate 


on the metrals. It floateth oa the ſea, it reckoneth 


becauſe not idle, I make it my profeſsion tounder- 50 the yeins of che abyſs,it keeps a regiſter of ſo many 


ſtand,to will,and to love, which 1 now exerciſe ina 
body,but which doth not abſolutely depend on bo- 
dy. 1 make uſe of my ſenſes.as of my windows:when 
they ſhall be no more,and that the panes of my pri- 
ſon ſhall be broken, I ſhall not for all that looſe ſigh 
bur ſhall ſce the more eaſily. Behold you not how 
even at this preſenc,l never am more knowing,then 
whenT fink into the bottom of my ſelf, and ſeparate 
my ſelf from commerce of ſenſe, For l am a Miſtriſs 


birds and fiſhes, ſo many terreſtrial creatures,ſo ma- 
ny worms and ſerpents, ſo many hearbs and plants. 
All this great frame of nature paſſeth through its 
conſ1deration, from the cedars of Libanns, to the 
byſſop. It createth ſciences, inventeth arts,it findeth 
out an infinite number of devices. It governeth the 
great bodies of Kingdoms aad Common-wealths 
with paſſages of incomparable prudence. Arms and 
laws,cures of maladies, commerce, navigations, in. 


(laid S. Auguſtine) who ſee betrer by my own eyes, ; duſtries of mechanicks,and finally,a million of rari- 


then by thoſe of my ſervant. Wouldſt thou deſtroy 
me by the want of an influent cauſe ? Needs mult 
God fail, if I ſhould be ſo defeRtive on that part , 
finceGod having created a thing, never reduce:h the 
ſameto nothing.. Material creatures are corrupted 
by changing themſelves into another nature, nd re- 
turn into elements, bat I who have no matter, ſubſiſt 
by neceſgity, abſolutely entire, and wholly incor- 
ruptible, without ſuffering theſe changes. 

F adix tn- 

relitnati- the philoſophical Axiom : The workman is known 


111 7m by the work; by the operation ofevery thing its na- 


tiesare produced from the ſources of the wit of man 
who cannot yet underſtand his own worth, 

Beſides, what is more ſpiritual, more independent 
on marter,then the action of the will,then free-will, 
which beareth the beginning of its motion and ele. 
vation within it ſelf, not borrowing it from any ? 
What is more divine, then to ſce a heart more capa- 
ble rhen abyfles, which cannot be ſariated with all 
the things in the world]? The plant is contented 


Ask likewiſe thy underftanding,and it will repeat 07 with a little dew ; the horſe with a few oats and 


hay, becauſe animal and vepetative nature islimir- 
ed to certain ſmal quantities, But the immaterial 
foul 


park. 3. 
ſoal, asit is in ſome ſorc infinite, b2ndeth to infaity. 
(a) 0%- (4) [t ſpexk2ch of Heaven as of its manſion, and of 
yd wp God,as of the obje of ics felicity, It deſireth to live 
fams poſt ever, it taketh incomparable care for poterity, it 
merien.* incereſlerh. ic ſelf in che facure, which ic would ne- 
nds anime Ver do, were it not. its hereditary poſſeſſion, 
«fete: Sleep, which tameth Lions,cannot overcome it, Tt 
[191d 9694 | LF" f che i » of d k. 
vs pp learns its immortality even in the 1mage of death , 


evrien, þ there it is where it inceſſantly worketh, travellech 
mwhil Ge po+ - 


es foe. by ſea and land,negortiateth,converſeth, ſporteth,re- 10 you, the ſoul is not ſeen at its paſſage out of the 


Tertal. de joyceth, ſaffereth, hunte-h aiter a thouſand objeRs 

reftim- 4+ hoth good and bad, and knoweth ( ſays Enſcbing ) 

2"  thathaving noendin its motion, it hath none in irs 
life, 

And to conclude ina word, what is there more 
admirable for the proof of our immortality, then 
this /y*derefss, this conſcience ,which is in the body, 
contrary to the body,and a qe" enemy of ſen- 
ſaal nature, which pleadeth, which queſtioneth , 
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earth, with that of murderers, Sardayapaluſes and 
Cy:l:ps : Never ſhould theſe baſe thoughts rake 
pE__ of che heart of man, if he had nor. vilified 

is reaſon with great ſins, and drowned his ſoul in 
the confuſion of body ? 

Put theſe prophane ſpirits a little upon the proof 
of their opinion, & let them conſider the reaſons of 
Plinie,of Lucretins,of Panecus, & Soranns,they are 
not men who ſpeak , but hogs that grunc, vg we 

od 
as if the corporal eye were made to ſee a ſoul Girl 
tual, Doth one ſee the air,the winds,odours,and the 
ſphere of fire, which our ſoul incomparably ſarpaſ. ziin.t.y c- 
ſeth in ſubtlety ? They ask, what doth this ſoul ſe. 55: 
parated, where is its {ight,its hearing, pleaſure, raſt, ewes Hol 
touching, and what good can it have without the 2:5 
help of ſenſe ? Spirits dulled wich matter, which ne. 7 ; 5 
ver gave themſelves leiſure to find out the curious qued fine 


operations of the ſoul in the underſtanding and loye 197 ? 
Oue dunde 


which "ſtrikes us with remorſe upon the remem.. 20 whereupon it lives of its own wealth, They curiouſ [7 > 9. 


brance of ſin? What is there leſs corporal then a ſoul, 
which can ſee its body burned, fleſh pulled off with 
pincers, and members torn piece-meal one after a- 
nother, to maintain and preſerve a belief, which ir 
judgeth to be rrue,as did the Martyrs.Never ſhould 
we behold ſuch a combat between the ſoul and bo- 
dy, were they not two pieces, quite different, the 
one whereof is ſublime, ſpiritual, immortal, the 0- 
ther low, frail, and mortal ? | 


ly enquire where ſo many fouls may abide,as if hell a= / 
were not big enough to contain all the Athieſts, ©2ms = 
Laſtly they add, itis to tyrannize over a ſoul, to mor: ? 

make it ſurvive after death, Who ſees not it is the 

fear they have of God's judgment, cauſerh them to 

ſpeak in this manner ? And are not they well wor. 

thy of all unhappineſs, ſince they ſo readily become 

the enemies of an eternal happineſs ? 


Let us cut off the ſtream of ſo many other reaſons, 


We likewiſe daily ſee how the ſoul wholly retired 3 and ay at this preſent, This ſhould rezch us to treat 


within it ſelf ( as 1t happeneth in apprehenſive ſpe- 
culations and raptures) is more ſtrong and knowing 
then ever, being touched by ſome ray from com- 
©. 444 Merce with Intelligencies, to which it hath {> much 
me corpe. Telation, We find by experience, that upon the de- 
re auger» Clining age when the body ſhrinketh , it hath much 
mars More Vigour in counſels and judgments, which gi. 
nefius. 1//s Veth us aſſurance it cannot any way participate of 
fne hoe 1- the corruption of the fleſh, Who will conſider the 

vit mclins, , _ X 

ene iſts EffeRs of the ſoul in three principal things, which 

nec pejue. are, Intelligence, Sanity, and Courage, ſhall find 

Claudius JF A * . , 

Meas, All therein is divine. And if the wicked, ſmothering 

z. de ftaru theſe gifts of God, will put themſelves willingly in- 

anwz.-* tothe rank of bruce beaſts,do they not wel deſerve 

coavicti- The place of devils ? 

—_ 6. Finally,we ſay we have a ſoul immortal, becauſe 
God both can and will make it ſuch. He can, for he is 
Omnipotent, and it is not a harder matter for him 
to preſerve ſouls he created, then to derive them 


with the dead, by way of much reſpe&,ar.d moſt ten- 

der chariry, as with the living. It ſhould ceach us to 

uſe our ſoul-as an eternal ſubltance. The care 
What would it avail us to gain all the world, and'2 beat. 

looſe that which God deigned to redeem by his © NE My 

death 2 Let us forſake all theſe inferiour and frivo. 

lous thoughts , which nail us to the earth, and fo 

baſely faſten us to the inordinate care for our bo- 

dies. Let us mannre our ſoul, letustrim it upas a 

plot fit to receive impreſſions of the divinity. Let us 

prepare it for the greatday of God , which muſt 

make the ſeparation of a part ſo divine from theſe 

mortal members, [et all that die, which may yield 

to death, Ler the contexture of humours ard ele- 

ments diſſolve, as weak works of nature, 
Bur let us regard this victorious ſpirit , which 

hath eſcayed the chains of time, and laws of death. 

Let us contemn the remainders of an age, already 

ſo much tainted by corruption. Let us enter into 


from nothing : He will, becauſe he engageth his E» gg this univerſality of rimes, and into the poſſeſſion of Dis is 


ternal word to give us this aſſurance, yea, he will, 
becauſe ir is manifeſted tous by the ahi of nature. 
One cannot believea God , unleſs he believe him 
elemens, Jult : and it isimpoſible to think him juſt, without 
; Recon, the beliet of an immortal ſoul, as S. Clement reaſo. 
neth after his Maſter, the great. Peter. For what a 
ſtupidity is it to imagine this father of ſpirits, who 
accommodated the moſt filly creatures with all the 
conveniencies of nature,hacb negle&ted man o far, 


eternity, This day, which we apprehend as the laſt _ ramigee 
of our lite, is the firſt of our felicities, It is the birth irenun 16 
of another eternal day, which mult draw away the/4#1.4- 
curtain,and diſcover to us the ſecrets of nature Ir is 4 wid 
the day, that muſt produce us to theſe g cat and'di- Sev. <p; 
vine lights, which we behold with the eye of faich **?* 

in this vale of tears and miſeries, It is the day, which 

muſt par us between the arms of che father, after 


the courſe of a profuſe life, turmoyled with ſuch 


as toafford him a molt lively knowledge,and « moſt g, ſtorms and fo many diſturbances. 


ardent thirſt of immortalicy , which principally ap- 
peareth in the moſt holy and worthy ſouls,ro hold a 
heart in torment, never affording it any means to be 
ſatisfied ,” fince in all nature , he never grants any 
inclination to any creature whatſoever , but that 
he providech for its accompliſhment ? 

____ Bur which is more, into what mind of a Tartariax 
can this imagination fall , that a ſovereign Cauſe 
moſt intelligent,very good, and Omnipotent, ſhould 


Let us daily diſpoſe us to this paſſage, asto the en- 
trance into our happineſs. Let us not betray irs ho» 
nor.Let us not wither up its glory. Let us nor deface 
the charaRer which God hath givenit., Weare ar 
this preſent in the world, as in the belly of nature : 
little infants deſtitute of air and lighc,which look to. 
wards, and contemplate the bleſſed ſouls. Whar a 
pleaſure isit to go our of a dungeon fodark, a pri- 
ſon ſo ſtreight, from ſuch ordures and miſeries, to 


be pleaſed to burn virtne here with a ſlow fire, to pg enter into thoſe ſpacious Temples of eternal ſplen- 


tear it among thorns, to tie it on wheels, afterward 
to equal the foul of the moſt virtuous man of the 


dours , where our being never ſhall have end, our 
knowledge admit ignorance,nor love ſuffer _ 
The 
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Of the return of Seuls, 


> Od, who boundeth Heaven,ard limiteth earth, 
Cordmet alſo its place to each creature, ſuita- 
ble tothe nature and qualities thereof, The body 


atter death is committed to the earth from whence 


ic came, and the ſoul goes to the place appointed It, 
according to its merit or demerit, And as it 1s not 
lawſul for the dead body to forſake the tomb ro con- 
verſe with the living : {o the ſoul is nor permitted 
to go out of the lifts Gods juſtice ordained for it, 
to entermeddle in worldly affairs, Notwithſtand- 
ing as the divine power often cauſeth the reſurre- 
Rion of the dead tor the confirmation of our feith , 
ſo it appointeih ſometimes the returnof ſouls for 
proof of their immortality, 
| would not any wiſe in this point favour all the 
ſhallow imaginations, which entitle ſottiſh appre- 
henſions of the mind with the name of vilrons, but 
it 1s undoubted, there is no Country in the world , 
nor time throughout Ages, which hath nor afforded 
ſome great example of apparition of ſpirits, by 
known witneſſes, and the judgements of moſt emi- 
Miri qw. nent perſonages. $ Argrſtine bolds, it is a doctrine 
94e«1 grounded on Scripture, \experience, ard reaſon , 


0s al1quos 


ex mortis Which cannot be gain-ſaid, without ſome r.ote of 

_— impudence, (alchough he much deny, that all the 
arnur, . 

De cura dreams we have of the dead, are ever their fouls 


promo: which return again. )Such was the belief ofthe A+ 
Ye © 10. poſtles in Saint Leke, it not being corrected by our 
Luc. 14. Saviour, who was the rule of their faith, Such the 
truth of the apparition of rhe ſoul of AZeſes upon 
Math. 17. Mount Thabor, 1 infiſt not now upon proof, bur 
example , contenting my ſelf to produce one or 
two out of a great multitude recounted by Au» 

thours, 
Apparirion AS forthe firſt, I hold the apparition of the ſoul 
of the foul of Famncl is moſt formal in Scripture, tor any one 
_ =" who will conſider the whole progreſs of the narra- 
"mm TheHiſtory telleth us,that King Sazl,aiter the 
death of Samrel,was upon the point of giving bat- 
tel to the Philiſtines,and that having firtt addreſſed 
himſelf ro God by ordinary means, to learn the 
way he ſhould obſerve therein, ſecing he had no 
anſwer either by dream, or the lively voice ot Pro- 
phets, he did whar infidels, and men deſperate do, 
who ſeek to get that from the devil,they cannot ob. 
rain of God. He commanded his ſeryants to ſeek 
him out a ſorcereſs, althonga himſelf had banithed 
chem by his Edits out of his Kingdom, The ſec- 
vants ever ready to obſerve their Maſters in ill of. 
fices when their own intereſt concurreth, found 
a famousMagician, whom the Hebrews affirm to have 
been a woman of good place, but out ofa deteltable 
curiolity had pur her ſelf into this profeſſion. Saul 
ro cover his purpoſe, and not to amaze her , went 
thither by night in.a diſguiſed habit, only accom- 
panied with two gentlemen; where having ſaluted 
her,he demanded the exerciſe of her profefsion. But 
ſhe being crafty, and careful to keep her ſelf from 


{urprizes, anſwered : Sir, go you about to undo 


me and your ſelf alſo?Know you not the Fdidts of 
King Sal? Saul replied, he knew all had paſſed buc 
ſhe might confidently proceed , aſſuring her of his 


warranty; and whereas ſhe propoſed puniſhments 70 to him, aſſuring him the ſoul was immortal, and hey 


to her ſelf, ſhe ſhould meet with rewards. But ſhe 


XVI. MAXIM. Of the Immortality of the Soul. 


Parr. ,” 
Rill doubting, and Nickirg cn diſtrof, vſval in all 
miſchic's, he engaged his word with great oaths , 
proteſiirg no il] ſtou!d befal her for zxny thing 
might palsat-that t.nic between them. Thereupon 
reffived to give him fſatisfaQtion,fne askedifir were 
not his deſire to ſpeak to the ſoul ofa dead wan, as 
alſo whoſe it was. 
It was very ordinary with theſe Negromancers , 
to raiſe i]|uſons and fantaſms, inſtead of trug ſpirits 
16 of the dead. S. Apellonins made Achilles to be ſeen, p1itodr.in 
appearing on his tomb as a giant of twelve cubirs 4po!l.Zo- 
igh, ſo Santaberemns ſhewed totbe Emperour Ba jyyiuegac 
filixs the foul of his ſon Cerſtantine ; ſo Famblicys dianus. * 
made to appear in certain baths of Syria two figures 
of little children like Cxpids.All this ( to ſpeak pro- 
perly ) bad nothing real init; ard it is no wonder , 
it thoſe who thought Samxel had been raiſed by a 
ſorcereſs, believed it was a ſpecter, But he who well 
will weigh the phraſe of Scripture, and conſider, 
20 that this ſpirit of Samxe/ ſuddenly appeared before 
the ſorcereſs had uſed her ordinary ſpells, plainly 
ſhewing, he came meerly by the commandment of 
God, and not by the harms ofthe Magician, will 
eaſily change opinion, | 
-Verily he Sorcereſs was much aſtoniſhed, ſeeing 
the dead came contrary to the manner of other , 
and cried out aloud as one diſtrated : Sir, you have 
deceived me, you are Saxl, much doubting, it was 
to him Samxel came, The miſerable King, who 
30 endeavoured by all mears to aſſure her; fear not 
ſa.ch he, 1 will keep my promiſe, what have you 
ſeen? She anſwered:DE Os VIDI ASCE Ne 
DENTES DE TER R A;a5 who ſhould fay, 
according tothe Hebrews phraſe,ſhe had ſeen a ve- 
nerable perſon like an Angel,or a God, raiſed our 
of the earth, In what ſhape? replies the King : 
It is a venerable old man , faith ſhe, covered 
with the mantle of a Propher. Then Saz/ with 
much reverence proftrated on the ground,and made 
40 a low obeyſance to Samuel, who ſpake to him, and 
ſaid: QuARE ME INQUIETASTI, UT $U- 
SCITARER ? Whybhaſt thou diſquitted me, to 
make me return into the wirld? Neceflity hath con. 
frained me,anſwereth $a, I am plunged in a per- 
plexity of affairs, and cannot get any anſwer from 
heaven. O may abandoned by God, why doeft thon ack. 
of me that, which T have foretold ſhall happen? Thy 
army ſhall be defeated by the Philiſtins, and thox with 
thy children ſhalt be to morrow with me, that is to ſa 
50 among the dead asI am now: which ſo fell out. Now * +6 
the Scripture upon this praiſeth $amzel ro haverpro- 
phetized after death: if it were not the true Samnel 
but a ſpeQer, who ſee not it were to tell a ly,and to 
applaud the work of the divel? 
But to the end you may ſee this belief was held 
by Nations, as by adecree of nature, feſephus in 
the ſeventeenth book of his Fatuiog antiquities re- 
lateth the apparition of the ſpirit of Alexander, fon 
of the great Herod and Afariamne, who was ſeen to 
6oÞiSwiteGlapphyra,when ſhe re-married again to the 
King of Afavritaria,to reproach her ingratitude & 
forgerfulneſs of her firſt husbind, which having 
amply deduced in the firſt Tome of the holy Courr, 
in the tenth edition upon an Inſtruction direRed to 
widdows, I forbear here to repeat it. 
Phileſtratxs, in the eight book of the life of Apel- 
lonixs, maketh likewiſe mention of a young man'A$uve- 
much troubled in mind concerrins the ſtate of ſouls @- 4v- 
in the other life, and ſaith, Apolenins appeared Un-y3 & % 


/ 


| Pe 
need not to be troubled at all,ſince it was rather thegsy, a2 


work of the Divine providence, then of it, Tpopobng. 
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XVII, MAXIM, 

I willingly paſs over many other exemples, to 
tell yott that Ph/egoy a good Authour who flouriſh- 
ed about an hundred years after the Nativity of our 
Saviour, and was not of our Religions, to favour 
our opinions (alchough honourably cited by 0riges, 
Enſcbins, and S, Hierom) writeth a ſtrange Hiftory, 
witneſſed by the teſtimony of a whole Exty, where. 
in he then governed. He faith, that at Trays a Ci- 
ty in Phrygia, there was a young Maid named Phi- 


$ 


= * 
.. 


Of the Immortality ef the Sozl. 
Maid who conyerſed with him. The Gentleman in 
the beginning was wuch ſurprized, and ſought eya- 
{:ons to divert her, but im concluſion either through 
compaſhion of the mether, whom he ſaw in the po- 
ſture ofa ſuppliant, or by vanity of bis paſlion, 
which eaſily unloſed his tongue; he confeſſed he was 
married to Philexiry , that it was a buſineſs accom. 
Pliſhed by the will of the gods , wherein nothing 
muſt be altered : and ſpeaking this, he drew forth 


lenioy, daughter of Democrates and Charity, who 1ca little caSket, wherein he ſhewed her a gold Ring 


as her ſtory well declareth , was an amorous piece, 
became Court-like, loved bravery, delighted in 
t00 free converſation, and followed the fooliſh plea- 
ſ1res of the world, true Gardens of Adsnu4y, which 
in the beginning make ſhew of filly lowers, and in 
concluſion affo:d nought but thorns. 

God, who followeth the voluptuous by the track, 
even into the ſhades of death, ſent her a ſickneſs, 
which having cropped the flower of her beauty 


her daughter bad given him, with a piece of linnen 
ſhe wear about her neck , proteſting ſhe was his 
wife : ſo much was he ſeduced by the ſubtle practi- 
ſes of the evil ſpirit. 

The Mother having acknowledged the tokens of 
the deceaſed, fell down with aſtoniſhment, and co- 
ming again to her ſelf, ſhe a thouſand times kiſled, 
one while the Ring,another wiAic the [:nnen,noiſt. 
ning them with her tears, and moving che whole 


left her almolt nothing but a living carkaſs, to deli- 20 family to ſorrow, which ran to ſee this ſpeRacle. 


ver her over as a prey to death. The miſerable Maid 
ſuffered the boiling fervours of the feaver through 
all her body, not loſing the flames of love, which 
ſhe cheriſhed in her hearc, She burnt with two 
fires, F0t being able either to quench the one or 
other , and having but alittle breath of life left on 
her lips, ſhe gave to love what already was wholly 
acquired to death, fighing after a young Gentleman 
then abſent, and not daring fully ro maniteſt her 
paſlion, | 
Inthe end, death took away the ſpoils of her 
life, with her pretences. The father and mother be. 
wailed her with inconſolable tears , furniſhing out 
very honourable _—_— And whereas ſhe moſt 
ardently affe&ed her dreſſings and little Cabiner, 
they buried with her all whatſoever ſhe held moſt 
pretious:Six months were now paſt ſinge ber burial, 
when the Gentleman ſhe loved, named Aachares, 
arriving at 7ray/s, came to lodgein the houſe of 
his friend her father. The ſpirit of che Maid, which 
was of the condition of thoſe whom Plato called 
body-lovers,retaining ſtill the affetions with which 
ſhe went ont of her body, appeared one evening to 
this Machates with words of affetion, imbraces, 
& dalliances, which plainly diſcovered it wasa dam- 
ned ſpirit, and an in{trument, of the Devil, that tor- 
mented the one to burthen the other. The young 
man at the firſt was much rightec with theſe pro- 
ceedings ; notwithſtan ing tratable by 
lictle and little, he ſoo ſpeRer very fami- 
liar. It happened duri , that anold ſer- 
vant ſent by her Miſts , what their gueſt 
did, tound Philexicn ting neaMnto bim with the 
fame countenance, ad the ſame garments ſhe wear 
in her life-time ; whereat much amazed, :ſhe ran to 
the father and the mother to tell them their daugh- 
ter was alive, They ſharply reprehended her tor a 
diſtraRted and wicked woman, as going about again 
to open their wound which ſtill bled, The ſervant 


Y 


40 the ſecond "an 


Then again embracing Aſachates , ſhe ſignified it 
would be an infinite favour from heaven to have 
him for a ſon-in-law, but that ſhe intreated as a 
courtelie one comfort he could not deny an afflicted 
mother, which was, once again to ſee ber daughter, 
whonſiſhe accounted dead. 

The other promiſcd to give her all ſatisfaion, 
and as Philexicx came ſecretly according ro cuſtom 
to converſe with him, he cloſely ſent lus Lackie to 


z3othe mother, who advertiſed her husband of ic, and 


both of them came into Machates his chamber, 
where they ſurprized their daughter, at which they 
were ſo rapt, that being no: able to utter a word, 
they caſt themſelves uponher neck, ſtraightly em. 
bracing, and with tears bedewed her , which fell 
from their eys. But the daughter with a ſad and de- 
zected countenance ferching-+deep ſigh out of her 
breaſt : A/as ( faith ſhe) /oring father and mother, 
Jour curioſity Will ceſt you dear , for you Will lament 
f Thereupon ſhe fell down dead 
leaving aJYorrible ſtink in the chamber, which filled 
the whole houſe with terrour,groans, and out-cries, 
in ſuch ſort , that the neighbours came in upon the 
noiſe, and conſequently the whole City ran thither 
to behold the corps, 

The magiſtrates wondring at an accident fo fright- 
ful, deputed ſome Citizens neareſt of kin to open 
the tomb, where the body of Phil: »icy could not be 
found, but a Cup and a Ring ſhe had received from 

othis Gentleman, The carrion lying in the father's 
chamber , was by decree of che Senate thrown on 
the dunghil,the City purged, and as for Machates, 
he was ſo over-whelmed with ſhame and confuſj- 
on, that he ſlew himſelf wich his own hands. Behold 
what an Authour recounteth, only illuminated by 
rhe light of nature, who wrote this hiſtory after he 
had been a ſpeRatour ofir, of purpoſe to ſend a 
man immediately to the Emperour Hadries to 
make a recital thereof unto him, as he ſaith in alet- 


juflified ber ſelf, and anſwered, ſhe had nor loſt her gg ter he directed to a friend of his. might have many 


wits, nor ſpake ought but truth. Hereupon ſhe fo 
enkindled the curioſity of ber Miſtriſs, that ſhe ſe- 
cretly conveyed her ſelf by night into the chamber, 
yet perceived nothing at all able to reſolve her. 
The next day being vehemently excited with the 
curioſity of knowing what to believe of this appari- 
tion, ſhe threw her ſelf at'the feet of Aſachates,and 
conjured him to tell her the name ofthe young 
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things to ſay upon all circumſtances, which are not 
repugnant to that , which Eccleſiaſtical Authours 
relate concerning other apparitions of the damned, 
But I will not exceed the laws of Hiſtorians, and it 
is enough for me here to let you ſee the belief of 
the Ancients, and the puniſhment of God upon 
fouls reſigned to (in, 
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Of PURGATORY. 

THE PROPHANE COURT. | THE HOLY COURT. 

That death is the remedy of all evils , and That the ſoul , which hath not in this xe dgnan 
that the ſoul ſeparated from the body hath no | world ſatisfied Gods juſtice, muſt paſs in ng 
more to ſu/ſer. the other life through Purgatory. = per 

Genel, 2. Ave you well conſidered in Geneſis an An= which are able to evi confeſſion of truth from a Piſs, 


el of firg, who with a flaming ſword 

Pd & ate of terreſtrial Paradiſe, 

placed as anuſher of the entrance into the deſici- 

ous hall , which prepared by God to ehtertain the 

firſt man of the woes, after it had been the theater 

of his glory, became the ſcaffold of his puniſhments? 

Purgitory Procopins odſerveth, that poor Adam at the time of 

compared hig baniſhment was ne juſt over againſt this 
ro rheOhe= Cherubin, and that thi 

ty ſword no ſooner lifted up his curtel-ax, but he made ater- 

rour and icy horrour creep into his bones and in 

that proportion the ſparkles flew from the ſword 

of juſtice, fears and affrightments inyaded the heart 

of this offender, who being a murderer of his race 

before he wasa yay , bad brought forth a 

thouſand deaths by the ſole bite of an apple. Alas, 

if the miſerable Adam was fo aſtoniſhed at the ſteel 

of the Cherubin, which dazled his cies, what ought 


cavendum 


man who hath never ſo little ſhame or brain, 
2, It isa ſtrange thing to ſee the great conſent IN 

ofall Ages, which agree in a pretenfion of purgati- proved by 

ons of the ſoul; ſo ſtrong and powerful , that thoſe ** "is" * 

lights of nature ſpeak as underftandingly, as if they 

were written with the rays of the Sun.All the Gen- 

tiles, who lived out of thelaw, knew not how to 

gainſay this doQrine. For they were ſenſible of the 


s centinel of the God of hoſts t © noble extration of their ſoul, and knew it was de- 


The opigi- 


filed by the bedy and by ſenſual works. Behold the 77* 9?" 
cauſe why they tied themſelves to feeble elements to mts ha 
purifie it, one while waſhing themſelyes in the <22<<- 
ſtreams of fountains, another while pafſing through ne Nom 
flames,and ſomerimes ſceking other ways to cleanſe of fouls. 
themſelyes from pollutions of the fleſh. But it was a 

pitiful thing they found prophanation even in ſacri- 

fice. They were not content to purge themſelyes 

in this life , but extend it to the ſouls of the dead, 


our repreſentments to be, what our apprehenfions, 2 conſtantly believin they ſtood in need of remedies, 


whenwe think on the flames of Purgatory, enkind. 
led by the breath of thelove and wrath of God ? So 
many ſouls lie their now plunged, having heretofore 
converſed amongſt us in mortal abode, and we muſt 
there perhaps long time remain to burn, and wear 
off ſo ordures*, as our ſoul contracted in 
worldly affetions , if we make account to decline 
the eternity of torments, 

Iam amazed when 1 refle& on the remiſneſs of Ca- 


to free themſelves trom bodily ſtains, 

T heophiluParriark of Antioch,in the book he dire- 
Red to one nam'd Antiochm faith, the Gentiles took 
out of the Scripture all they wrote of puniſhments 
inthe other life. And S. Aug»ſtine obſerveth,thar ha- 4»2v#.r1. 
ving thisidea , that all ſtains of the ſoul proceeded $,Ciih* 
from the earth , they imploied the other three ele- © 
ments to purge them , as he proveth by texts of the 
Ancients. Syneſiur likewiſe thought there remain'd #qmeſius.0- 


tholicks,as wel in the proviſion for their own ſafery, 30 certain viſible ſpots in the ſoul,which made it appear pitt. ad 


as the comfort of their brethrens ſouls. And when 
I have well weighed the conrſe and progreſs of this 
great negle&, I find it have two ſources. The firſt is 
called i»fide/ity, the ſecond ſtupidity, which 1 reſolye 
to convince in two paſſages of this diſcourſe. 

It is true, that after this direful herefie, blown b 
the breath of the infernal ſerpent , hath for this laſt 
Age oppoſed the verities of our faith; beſides the loſt 
fouls it daily rakes away in the torrent of corrupti- 


on , it hath diſtilled into the minds of Catholicks 4© a chair made expreſly & ceremoniouſly four. 


faintneſs and infidelities , which now adays turmoil 
irreſolute wits upon many articles, and namely ,thar 
which is now our preſent objet, Purgatory, will 
ſome Libertine ſay amidſt the fumes of wine and 
good cheer, ts wot /o bot as folk talk. Who ever came 

ack totell us news of it?Go11is mercifel, think_you he 


takes d:light to burn his children,and to cut (ff the price 


his Sons paſſion who ſatisfied for our fins ? Young 
hear this, and ſuck in oof by the ear, which 


they were the crimes wherewith it was contamina- J=*;, 
ted in the body , which notwithſtanding agrees not 799" 
very well with the truth we hold of the ſpiricuality &?, 5 
of the ſame ſoul. And 1 find be ſpake in thistext more * 

like a Platoniſt then a C hriſtian. The Hebr#;, the $4; 
Egyptians , Grecians and Romans all contended for ><" 
pratersfor the dead and the truth of Purgatory, 
The Hebrews three times in the year celebrated the _ 
feaſt of the dead , and their Prieſt mounting up into An excel- 


de 


leat  obſer« 


2 : quare ,aion up - 
to repreſent the City of the bleſſed according to $, on the be- 


?ohx,rehearſed aloud, and audibly the names of the i*f of ?ur- 
d d d h h . gatoey a- 
cad, to recommend them to the praiers of ſach as mong rhe 
were preſent; praiers ſo familiar amongſt them, that Hebrews, 
they wrote them upon tombs inſtead of Epitaphs, in ;2****" 
theſe terms: $1T ANIMA Elus COLLIGAT A Civita: in 
IN FASCICULO VIVENTIUM, let his foul be —Wdt 
bord np in the pr fie of the living : As one would ſay, 
all che ſouls of Saints were as an odoriferous poſe, 


choaks their belief, and killeth the exerciſe of good 50 whereof every ele& conſtituted a lower. What is 


works. What ſhal.| ſay againſt theſe 1nfidelines, and 
floating opinions of feeble Catholicks ? It is not my 
purpoſe to caſt my ſelf upon a ſubtle controverſie, 
which doth nothing but bale truth hither and thi- 
ther.I wil looſe no time to touch at many paſſages. 
only to the mater expreſs two reaſons Urawn from 
two lights, that of nature, and the other of faith, 


Notable 
purgario1n 
of Ag pti- 


this but to make ſtones ſpeak againſt impiety ? 
Whart ſhal I fay of the «/Fgyprians , that were fo 
impreſſed with the opinion that ſouls muſt be purg'd aus. 
in the other life,in ſo much as they had been drench- T3y ri- 
ed in voluptuous pleaſures of the fleſh, that in the «pov dya= 
funerals of the dead having opened the body , they 7iwvrnes 
rook the heart out of the breaf , and put it into a iGeifarn 
little nd gag. 
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Plutarch in little caSKet, then on the bank of Nu/us, where ordi- 
ſerem $a. Narily tombs were erefted,a berald holding che cal- 
piencum. Ker, and ſhewing it to the eys of heaven, proteſted 
before all there preſent, the deceaſed now 1n queſti- 
on had lived prouſly,and acco-ding totbe laws of bis 
Anceitours ; that it he had offended through bodily 
pleaiures, they wiſhed his ſoul might be as well 
cleanſed, as they went abour to purge the ſtomach, 
the inſtrument of cheults of the livivg, thereupon 
they threw it into Na. Behold chele poor. Pagans, 
how - they were moved with a touch from God, 
(which cannot lie)who ſays untothera, the deal muft 

be purged, bur as for the reſt they know not how ? 
Shall i ſpeak of the Greciaxs ? And know we not 
that Plato the prime man of their Nation in his Phe- 
don,(pake ſo perſpicuouſly forPurgatory,that he ſee- 
med to have been bred in the Chriſtian Scholes? 1 
will conclude withthe Romans.And can we be igno- 
rant how in the beginnirg; of che Church under the 
 __ Emperour Domitian, when as yet ſome ApoRlles li- 
py we ved, 2uintilian a moſt renowned Oratour, making 
0 AnOrationintheCity of Rome,in a certain pleading 
concerning a Sepulcher which had been inchanted 
by magick, protefted in terms,moſt expreſs the truth 
of Purgatory, ſaying , The ſoul being purged by fre, 
went to take place in heaven: as we ſhewed alfo in the 
16 Maxim.if you alſo require authorities of Pagans 
who have ſeen what Chriltians praQtiſed: add to all 
Jatius Flo- this, that Falins a very ancient Authour, ſpeaking of 
nile. 3. 
 terms,that her husband who was one of the moſtas- 
Tia *, GentChriſtians,made offerings for her,which he cal- 
catiar, led Nga Joys; gune, Gifts for ranſom f the ſol, an- 
1» 14* {werable ro what Tertellian writerh, that it was the 
2 iu; cuſtomof the ancient Church to pray. for the ſouls 
ſp-7is +» of the dead, yea, and to make annual offerings for 

ue pe 1w'l them, 

nc: avs We muſt no longer ſay for evaſion, it is Plats,it is 
Duintilian who ſpeakerh, bur confeſs with Ariſtotle, 


10 cnjus 


reddas. 


when we ſee anuniverſal agreement in a propoſiti- 40 wranglings, and unprofitable diſpatations, to make 


on, it is not one man ſpeaks, bur the mouth of hea. 
venwhich uttereth this verity,WhensS. Zames tellech 
us,God muſt be feared,;and proves it by example of 
Demnes theDevils hemſelies kefaich not,we muſtfearGod, 
crebwnt. & becauſe the Devils do ſo,but if any deſpiſe bim,he is 
-m%* therein worſe then Devils. Likewiſe when the holy 
Fathers produce an example of Pagans, it is not to 
inſtruct us by the Pagaxs, but to ſhew, that to waver 
in the belief of things they generally held by the 
{cntence of Natare, is to be worſe then a Pagan. 


Second 3.1 ſay forthe fecond argument. that fo often as 

proot  atruthis proved toCatholicks by the univerſal con- 

drawn . 

from ths Tent of theChurch,and of allAges:if any one chance 

go of to make doubt of ir,it is an evident lign, cither that 
ain, 


v»d: be: , DE bath a giddy ſpirit, or is malicious in Rehigiog, 

qa za fa- This propolition 1s grounded upon the Axiom of S. 

Poon" Auguſtine, who in his Epiſtle written to fannarixs, 

in/olenuſis aſlureth us, that when we find the tracts of acuſtora 

= ſax generally obferved throughout the whole Church, 
thoſe,co whomGod hath given full authority in the 
Church,and that to go about to be-lye, or queſtion 
it, 15 to paſs from folly to infolency. ; 

Now ſo it is, the truth of Purgatory is eſtabliſhed 
by the opinion, practiſe, ſentence,and deciſions of all 
che Church,in ſuch ſorc,that there is not any verity 
of our faith more fortified. How is that ? Begin with 
our France, Behold the Council of Chaloys upon 
$-one for prayers for the dead and the truth of Pur. 


10 ſaid to the good thiet; thou ſoalt ro day be with me in 


20 prayers:of our Saviour deſtroy not our prayers, fo 


the death of a Lady named Pogoy, obſerved in plain 30 by a love ſo fervent, that the purifying flames may 


$© teltcd by fire, which ſhal put every one's works upon 


of Purgatory. 


chns : into Greece, behold a number of Synods col- 
lefted by Martiss : into Africh,, behold the third 
of Carthage. Laſtly behold che three Occumenical 
of Lateran, Florence,and Trent, which ſay the ſame, 
Doth not this ſuffice ro eſtabliſh a cruth in the wit 
of a man, who hath never fo fittle underſtanding : 

Our adverſaries,who (till bark againſt this veruy, 
as dogs at the Moon's brightneſs, when they have 
ſaid, Zeſus made purgation of fins, and that it was 
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Paradiſe, or produced ſome other trivolous obje- 
ions, have ſhewed all their ability. 

I leave you a little to porder the goodly conſe- 
quences, feſus purged ſins there is then x» Purgatory? 
Should not we have cauſe to fay in the ſame faſhi- 
on, 7eſus prayed for remiſſion of our fins, then we 
no longer itand in need of prayer, or penance : and 
in vain is that $. Luke faith, That Jeſus muſt [affcr, Lucas 4; 
and that penance was preached in his name. As the 


his ſatisfaction overthroweth not ours, He prayed 
that we mighr pray , he ſatisfied , to give ſtrength 
and merit to our ſatisfaction, which would be dead 
and unprofitable , were they not quickned by his 
blood. To what parpoſe 15 it to ſay, the good thief went 
direlt'y to Paradiſe, witheut fecling purgatery ? Asif 
we ſhould fay, it was neceflary tor all the world to 
paſs that way, Make your felta great $aint,and you 
ſhall have noching to do-with it. Purge all your ſins 


not find any thing to cleanſe. He who hath paied, 
ows ro: hing, and who hath ſatisfied in this world, 
ſhall find unreſirained freedom in the other. 

But think you, in alite which contraRte:h ſo ma- 
ny ſtains , a ſoul may beraiſcd in an inſtant above 
the celeſtial orbs to the fight of Ged, before it have 
paſſed by thoſe purgations,which the Divine Juſtice 
ordaineth to every one according to his demerits ? 
Endeavour 1s uſed to deafen your ears with piety, 


you believe Purgatory .is aninvention of intereſſed 
Prieſts : it ſeems this dotrine came into the world 
but within theſe two days. Burt read the Scripture 
and ſee the Fathers who; interpreted it, you ſhall 
find proofs to fall upon You like a cloud tor contir- 
mation of this verity. 

WhenS. Paulin the firſt of the Corinthians third 
Chapter ſaid,that the day of God, to wit, the day of 
judgment, beit general or particular,ſhall be mani- 


trial;and chat he who upon the foundations of Ze/wu _ - 


ſhal build with wood, ftraw,or hay,to wit, with vain Ne» exter- 
and {leight works ſhall be ſaved as by fire, be clearly "nm 


- natur, {cd 
dectired the docrine of purgatory, 'unleſs you be pur;atimen 


more illuminated then $. Baf/ and $. Ambroſe, who wt: ; 
have judged it ſo:for the firſt ſaith, he threatneth the —_— 
ſoul,not with qd: fir::(tion but pargation. And the other per ignu 
plainly exprefſeth,he {peaks of the pains of fire, which paſſurum. 
God hath appointed to parifie ſouls, Andit is a poor 


it 1s evident that it cometh from the Apoliles , or 66 reliſtance 10 objet,he ſad, as by fire ,and not by fire, 


for it is a manner of expretlion in Ecriprare, . which 
nothing diminiſherh the realicy of things, otherwiſe 
we ſhould fay,whenS.?chn wrot in the firſtC haptey 
of his Coſpel, That men ſaw Jeſus as the only Son of 
God,that he were onlya tgure of it, not atruth, Ard 
when S. Paz/ to the Philippians ſecond Chaprer wit- 
nefferh, he was found as aman,we might inferbewere 
not ran. See you not how theſe {illy curiofities of 
words direQlyinvade the truth?Whens. Afatthew in 


gatory. Gointo Spain, behoid thar of Braga :"into 5g the 12 Chapter makes mention of ove fin which ſhall 
never be remitted, either in this world, or in the other, 
S. Berxard in his threeſcore and {ixth Homily epon 

the 


Germagy, behold that of p/ormes, into [taly,behold 
the {ixth Council held at Rome under Pope Spmma- 
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XVII MAXIM Of Purpatory. 


the Canticles mainly inſiſteth upon ihis paſſage, and 
rakes it as an infallible proof of our deQtrine, When 
the Evangeliſt himſelf roucheth the diſcourſe of the 
priſentr which ſhall be put into a place from whence he 
ſhall not come until he have paid the laſt penny, S. Cy- 
prian ſayes plainly: It is one thing to be a long time 
prrged for fins by the termext of fire, another by the 
purgation, which 1; made by the paſſion of 7eſusChriſt, 
When in the ſame Authorit is ſpoken of divers pu- 
niſhments of choller handled in the fifth Chapter, 
S. A-euftine in the firſt book of the ſermon made 
on the mountain, interpreteth all that of puniſh- 
men's in the oiher lite. When in the tourth Chapter 
of T «bir, it is written of bread to be pur upon the 
graves of the dead,S. Chry/eſtom, Homily thirty two 
upon S. Adatthew reterreth this paſſ-ge to rhe cu- 
ſtom of the ancient Church, which called both the 
Prieſts and the poor purpoſely to pray for the dead, 
When mention is made 1n the fourth of Kings, of a 


10 derſtandeth with indepen 


thy,ard a counte:- tuff wholly receſſary,to the bot- 
tom of our ſoul? And yet you ask how it can ſuffer? 
Is it nor true, our ſoul contaireth init the root of 
underſtanding ard all ſenſible knowledge, tremed 
and accompliſhed by the help of the bodies organs ? 
1s it not true, that being in the body it underiiand- 
eth and feeleth wich dependence on the body: But 
ſeparated, doth it looſe this root of underſtand. 
ing and knowledge ? vey no: For it then un- 

ce on the body. To 
ſpeak alſo accordirg to the opinion of tome, it may 
tcel out of the body not onely by a knowledge n..- 
ked and in:elleQual, but experimental in forne fort, 
not unlike the underſtanding exerciſed in the bedy, 
Bat there is no more corporal organ, which it as the 
chariot cf feeling. What imporreth 11 ? God by his 
power cannot he ſupply the organ ot body, ard ne- 
ceſlitate the ſoul immediarely ro feel the ſharpneſs 
of fire, as if it were till in the body ? And which is 


ſolemn faſt made for $ax/, Bede makes no queſtion 20 more, ſome Divines think there would be no incon- 


but ir was for the quiet of his ſoul:for $ Pax ſhevr- 
eth in the firſt to the Corinhitns fiiteenth Chapter, 
that it was the cuſtom to mortifie and macerate ones 
ſelf for the dead,and the ſecond of Afacchabees ſarth, 
itisa holy and a wholeſome thing to pray for them, 
Who knew more,and who ſaw more in all this then 
the great S. Argsſtine, who on the thirty ſeventh 
Pſalm hath theſe words : Ay Ged,make me ſuch in 
my life, that I may n't need the fire of Purgatory after 
» 7 death, Fath the Reomay Church hired all theſe 
ſo ancient Fathers to write ſuch texts in 1:s behalf? 
[sit not a ſhame that a brainl:{s Libertine with the 
eyes of a bat ſhould mock at all theſe 1:ghts ? 

4. Doubtleſs will ſome ſay,theſe reaſons are forci- 
ble . but I nnderſtand not where this Purgatory is, 
and how fouls are there tormented. To that I an. 
ſwer,theChurch which walketh reſervedly inits or- 
dinances,ever grounded on the word of God,onely 
obligerh vs to hold as an article of faith,a third place 


venience to ſay,the ſoul were reveited byCod with 
a body of air, as ina ſheath, wherewith it ſhould 
have the ſame ſympathy it had before with the body 
it informed : and this body being incorruptibly 
burnt,as that of the damned, ſhould cauſe a painſull 
quality to ariſe to torment 1t : which I notwithſtan- 
ding think nor ſo probable, Burt ] rather believe,ihe 
fire not being contrary of its nature to the ſpirit, 
might for all that be choſen and appointed by the 


30 ſingular diſpoſition of providence to be unto the 


foul an affiiRing lign, in that it repreſenteth to 1t 
in its flames the anger of an offended God, as it ſhall 
be ſaid in the ſubſequent Vaxim. 

Alas ! O Chriſtians,God grant we may be igno- 
rant ofthis eternal and temporal fire & dF rather 
be purged in this life, then expeR it inthe other, 

5. When come to the 2d, point of this diſcourſe, 
I cannot wonder enouphat our ſtupidity and lethar. 
gy: we believe purgatory and bely our belict by our 


for the purgarion of ſouls, which is neither Paradiſe 49 works.. W bat may we hope in the other life, living 


nor hel, As for circumſtances of the place and man. 
ner of ſenſible torments, it bath decreed nothin 
thereof s an article of our belief.SchoolDivines or. 
dinarily ſer purgatory in a ſubterranean place, which 
is very probable, It may alſo be, that fouls may be 
purged 1n the air, in the ſphere of fire,and in divers 
parts of the elementary world according to the opi» 
nion of S. Gregory Nyſſen,* .Chry/oſtom, and S. Gre- 
gory the great. It dependerh on the prerogative of 
Gods power, and the miniſtry of Angels, 

As for puniſhments,it is moſt certain the firſt con- 
ſiſtet h in ſuſpenſion from the {:ght of God a matter 
very dotorous to a ſoul,which being out of the bo- 
dy,and far abſented from its ſource, is as would ihe 
globe.of the earth be,were it out of its place,or like 
unto fire ſhut up in the bowels of mount e/frxs. It 
naturally deſtreth-to rejoyn it felt co God, and the 
leaſt retardation it feels from ſuch felicity is moſt 
ſenſible untoir. It mourneth to be deprived from an 


5 heads of offenders, 


ſo negligently andremiſsly 2 God is mercitull : Bes 
hold our ordinary ſaying. But ſee we not in Scri- 
ptures the hand of God armed with fiery tempeſts 
over the infamous Cities of Sodom andGomorrab,and 
the bodies which ſacrificed themſelves in the flames 
of prodigious luxurie, roaſted and broyled under the 
breath of the anger of theOmnipotent?See we not a 
whole world buried in the waters of a deluge, waves 
of the Ocezn 5 rang. as ina City ſacked, on the 
the ſea becoming altogether the 
executioner and tomb of ſinners? See we not thoſe 
beautifull Angels ſo beloved of God,and ſo worthy 
of favour, which alſo came moſt reſplendent out of 
his hands, loſt by one thought of pride,ſcorched and 
precipitated into dungeons of eternal flames ? 
Think we to be more to God. then thoſe cities re- 
pleniſhed with an infinite number of ſouls, then a 
whole world, then legions of Angels?Let us not flat- 
ter our ſelves by a-preſumptnous confidence of a 


infinite comfort,when the thirſt is molt ardent, and GO mercy,not due to negligence fo faint and diſſo/ure. 


to ſee it ſelf bereaved by its own faulc , yea, fuch an 
one as might exfily have been avoided. 1 he ſecond is 
the pain of ſenſe which is exerciſed by fire(the great 
executioner of Gods juſtice) and ſorze:imes alſo by 
other ways, known to his providence,os S. Bonawey- 
ture and holy Bede teach ns. It you fay you cannor 
comprehend how a material thing worke:h ona ſpi- 
ritual +] ask of you again, this ſoul which is in your 
body, is it of any other kind then thoſe in purgato. 


The truth is, no uncleanneſle entreth into Pa- 
radife; The truth is, the eyes of the ſupream 
Judge cannor endure poilution, For if there be 
any, it mult infall/bly be taken off with the file of 
juitice. The torment of Purgatory is executed with 
ſharp and cransfixing pains, ſirce that imperi- 
ous clement, which raiſeth ſo many terrours in 
our world, hath there the p!ace of an cfficer, The 
continuance thereof is long , by certain revela- 


ry? Andyerſce you not howit dayly ſuffereth in 59 lationsthat ſome ſou's have been there many years: 
its perſeverance and aQtivity dreadful , ſince the ſoul 
is 1mmortal,and incorruptible to its torments, T his 

made 


the body ? See you not how all the dolours of mor. 
tal fleſh rebound back again by an amorous ſympa- 
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made the hair ſtand an end on the heads of all Saints. 
And when the great man ob, all compoſed of in- 
Semper *- nocency and ſanctity,thought on this juſtice of God, 
74: 2. he conceived himſelf to be as a little fiſh crouched in 
jr = [i». the water , that heareth a!l the ſtorms rouling over 


Job. it. 


(us 11710541 
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4. its head, S. Arg»ſtine gcown boary in a thouſand 
p44; cj»: valorous battels tor defence of the Church, appre- 
fere!® hendeth pargatory ; and the ele& ſouls, who build 
018:. q * « * 

allin gold and hilver , and pretious ſtones , fear the 


XVII. MAXIM 


Of Purgatory, 
beauty, which is, to live with Angels eternally, fel- 
len into a ditch, tallen into a boyling furnace, who 
is afflicted, rormented, imploreth the help of all the 
world, and whileſt we [lacken to feccour it , hath 
theſe mourntul words of Jeremy ; 

Alas ! God the juft avenger of crimes commi: red 
2gainſt his divine Vajeſty, hachpoured'fire into my 
bones to chaſtiſe me.Behvld me in the nets of juſtice, 
behold me now deſolate, penſive, and diſcontolate 


429 


trial of fire, and we with our edifices of ſtubble, 10 both night and day. All afflifteth me in this ſaid 4- 


ſtraw , aud hay, walk with exalted creſts, asif we 

had all the aſſurances of our ſalvation. 
434 rei Where are we.if this torch of juſtice awaken us not? 
.14re 4 Perhips we have made a bargain with this fire, and 
©04* theſz puniſhments,or that we are torment-proofnot 

to: cel them, Is there any man who hath learned to 
abide among burning coals? We are ſo tender , fo 
nice,ſo impatient, fo the lovers of our ſelves , that 
one ounce weighech a pound with us, O worldlings! 


27/70 Aevyo- 


rant; 


who ſhal weep over you , fince you know not how 20 day of his indigration, with a ſtrong and inevitable 


to bewail your felves ? Your bodies are dainty both 
by nacure and education,yea,your ſouls much more: 
you cannot endure the ſtinging of a Bee, the very 
light of a $#rgeons lancet affrights you, and yet you 
daily entangle your ſelves in a thouſand yanities , a 
thouſand courtſhips, and a thouſand worldly loves, 
which defile your ſoul,and mult ata dear rate be di- 
ſcharged in 7 oiher world. We know che Chriſti - 
ans ot the [x4ies newly converted , when they telc 


bode , but nothing is ſo irklom , as the burden of 

mine iniquities and ingratitudes, Itisa yoke which 

ſarchargerh my neck like !ead.and puls me down in- 

rothe rorments , from whence | cannot go without 

your charities, O you , my dear kindred , friend:, © .., 

and allies, who paſs chrough the Church-yard made jr tian, 

the depoſitary of my bones , confider and fee with #59 = 
—— VIcfcie j6 c 

the eyes of faith, whether there be any dolour com- 4.1. {. » : 

parable ro mine : ſince God hath cut me off on the 4-7 1 

Gunman 

: 9p vindemiauit 

arm. O ingrateful and diſloyal fon, it is the ſoul of ms, » 1:4 

the father which ſpeaketh unto thee in this manner, ** 77 

= 8 mir 7 

and fays unto thee : Son, have paſſed my life as the jurors #4. 

ſpider , ſtill ſpinning , ever ſeeking after worldly 

wealth, perpetually exhauſting my preper ſubſtance 

to enrich thee, I lived on gall and cares that thou 

mighteſt ſwim in roſe-water , I travelled over 

lands and ſeas, to build a filver bridge tor thy for- 


tune, to fer thee on the flower-de-luces and em- 


tus eſt Do» 


ſome temptations contrary to the law otGod, ran to 30 ployments of a Kingdom, where is thy retribution ? 


their chimay hearths,and thruit rheir bands into the 
flames,ſaying : Sin ſoul, if thou canſt abide fire, if wot 
go mo fartber Po theJ1ke;rouch if not in effeR,ac leaſt 
by conſideration , the devouring flames of God's 
juſtice. Mid if chey ſeWitrarge unto you, engage 
ro: yourTelt in them by your fenſualities, 

Kigour of 6,From the ſlight apprehenſion we have of purga- 

tae livtns . ory proceederh anocher ſtupidity very unreaſona» 

ſoA: in ble, whichis, that we are very little careful of the 


My ſon, 1 complain not, myeye being ſhut, my 
body was troubleſom to thee in thy houſe,and thoy 
couldeſt not endure it , it was a dung-hill muſt be 
yielded up to the earth : bur I complain , thatthou 
being wel informed thy father had an immorcal ſoul, 
which thou mighteit comfort by thy good works, 
thou trayterouſly employed{t the mony, wherof the 
poor have too much been fruſtrated, to eſtabliſh thy 
vanities, and fatren thee in pleaſures. Whereis th 


Farg2ioty- ſouls of the dead a matter very worthy of blame for 40 liberality 2 Where are thy alms toward miſcrable 


two prircipal reaſons. T he firſt is, that the providence 
of God which difpoſeth all with fo great fweerneſs, 
hath as it were tied the (alvation of theſe good ſouls 
to the fervour of our prayers , and would have us 
to be as media:ours and intercetfours of their felici- 
ty, which is verily one of-the greateſt titles of ho- 
nour we can receive. It is a note of Nivinity to have 
power to oblige men, faith an Ancient, and there is 
+ no ſhorter way to eternal glory. Now God gives us 
_—_ ” the means to oblige, not mortals, but immortal ſouls, 
»m»:a/ua, and to oblige them in a cauſe ſo great and emi- 
& bac ad nent tharif all the treaſures and lives of the world 

414) 14/8 . 
zbrian via. Were diflolved into one mals , they could not reach 
to the leaſt degree of the felicity you may procure 

to theſe ſaichtul fouls. 

By obliging them to this kind you gain eterral 
Marth. 12. friends, who will entertain no thoughts, but ſuch as 
ui -itex May tend to render you the like, and to bear you in- 
vu hows, tO the boſom of beatitude,& yet this being molt ea- 


qui habeat 


Plin. !. 2, 
Co 7. 
Deus et 


ſie for yon (as a matter which conliſteth in ſome 60 
Um n14N, 


& ſi cecide- prayers, alms-deeds, and good works ) you neglect 
rotate : Is not this a prodigious careleſnels ? 

veam, non. The ſecond reaſon is, that by ſuch negligence we 
xe, zene betray our ſon! , which enclinerh, our of a natural 
7 £2 propenſion, to the (weetnefs and mercy.we exerciſe 
nier, rhreneyen towards beatts; Jt is the argument which rhe 
De exceſ® Gon of God made ule of : If a horie, an Ox,a ſheep 


miſit ugne 


”» . . 4 . - 
» oilus fall into a ditch, there is neither feſtival nor abbarh 
mew,& er4- withholds , every one who is able, {trercherh our a 


divit me, 


creatures , who dy in afflictionin the ſtreers > Ob. 
ſerve juſtice, and rake example by my diſaſters. 
Husband, it is thy wife ſo beloved, that ſpeaks to 
thee,ſaying: Ah my deareſt friends,where is the faich 
plighted in the face of the Church 2 Where are the 
faichful loves which ſhould have no limit but eterni- 
ty ? Death no ſooner abſenred me from thy eys, but 
forgertulneſs drew me out of chy heart, I complain 
not thou hvelt happy and fortunate in thy new at- 


59 fections , for I am in a condition wherein | can nei- 


ther envy nor malice any , bur I complain, that not 
only after my death, the children,which are pledges 
of our love , werediſtaſtful tro thee , but rhou h 
wholly loſt the memory of one who was ſo precio 
to thee, and whom thou as a Chriſtian oughreſt to 
love beyond a tomb. Open yet once unto her the 
bowels of chy charity, and comfort by thy alms and 
good works, a foul which mult expe thar help 
trom thee, or ſome other, 


The ſeventeenth ExaMPLE upon the 
{eycnteenth M A X I M. 


Afﬀp arttlion of Seuls in Pur: atory, 


8: Iſtories tell us, the apparition of ſouls in Pur- 
# 2- gatory are fo trequent,-that he who would 
keep an account , may as ſoon number the Lars in 
the sky or leaves on the trees, But as it is not fit to be 
' £00 credulous in all may be ſaid thereupon, ſo a man 


ec. Vigita- and and draws it forth : And behold here not a 5 © mult be very impudent to deny all is ſpoken of ir, 


vit juz beaſt bur a ſoul created to the image of God, irra- 
mquiu® Giated with the moſt excellent lineaments of his 


mearum, 


Eco 


and to oppoſe as well the anthority of ſo many 
great perlonages,as the memory of all Ages, 


He 


450 
He who believes nothing above nature,will not be- 
leve a God of nature, How many extraordinary 
things are there, the experience wherof teacheth us 
the effe&s, and of which God bideth the reaſons 
from us? The Philoſopher Democritns diſputing with 
the Sages ofhis time concerning the ſecret power of 
nature, held commonly in bis band, the ſtone called 
cathocita, which inſen(ibly ſticketh to ſuch as touch 
it,and they being unable to give a reaſon ofit,he in- 
ferred there were many ſecrets which are rather to 10 
humble our ſpirirs, chen to ſatisfhie our curioſity. 
Who can tell why the Theamede,which is a kind of 
Adamant,draweth iron on one ſide, and repelleth it 
on the other ? Why do the forked branches of the 
nut-rree, turn towards mines of gold and filver ? 
Why do bees often die in the hives, after the death 
of the Vaſter of the family ,anleſs they beelſewhere 
tranſported ? Why doth a dead body caſt forth 
bloud in the preſerce of the murderer ? Why do 
certain fountains in the current of their waters, and 20 
in their colour, carry preſages of ſeaſons, as that of 
Blomnza, which waxeth red when the Country is 
menaced with war? Why have ſo many noble fami- 
liescertain ſigns, which never fail to happen when 
ſome one of the family is to die ? The commerce of 
theliving with ſpirits of thedead, is a matter very 
extraordinary, but not impoſſible ro the Father of 
ſpirits, who holdeth total nature between his hands. 
Peter of Clagny, ſurnamed the Venerable, and 
eſteemed in his time as the oracle of Fraxce, was a 30 
man who proceeded in theſe affairs with much con- 
{ideration, not countenancing any thing either fri- 
volous or light. Behold the cauſe,whcrefore I wil- 
lingly make uſe of his authority. He telleth, that in 
a village of Spain named the Star, there was a man 
of quality called Peter of E neelbert,much eſteemed 
in the world for his excellent parts and abundant 
riches. 

Notwithftanding, the ſpirit of God have made him 
underſtand the yanity of all humane things : being 4® 
now tar ſtepped into years,he went into a Monaſte. 
ry ofthe Order of C/xg»7, there the more piouſly 
to paſs the remnant of his daies,as it is ſaid, the bet 
incenſe cometh from old trees. He often ſpake a- 
mongſt the holy Fryers of a viſion which he ſaw, 
when he as yet was in the world, and which he ac- 
knowledged to be no ſmall motive to work his con. 
yerſion. This bruit came to the ears of Venerable 
Peter, who was bis General, and who tor the affairs 
of his Order, was then gone into Spain. Behold the 5 © 
cauſe why he, never admitting any diſcourſes to be 
entertained,it they were not well verified, took the 

ains to £0 into a little Monaſtery of Vazare,where 


"ZE noelbert was, and to queſtion him upon it in the 


preſence of the Biſbops of Oleroy and Oſma, confu- 
rizg him in the virtue of holy obedience,to tell him 
punctually the truth touching the vifion he had ſeen, 
whileſt he led a ſecular life. This man being ver 
grave, and very circumſpeR in all he ſaid, ſpake the 
words which theAuthour of che hiſtory hath couch- 60 
ed in his proper terms : 

In the time that Alphenſus the younger ,beir of the 
great Alphoyſas,warred in Caſtile againſt certain fa- 
ious diſvnited from his obedience, he made an E- 
dit, that every family in his Kingdom thould be 
bound to furniſh him with a ſouldier: which was the 
cauſe that for obedience to the Kings commands, 

I ſent into his army one of my bouſho!d-fcrvants, 
named Sancivs, The wars being ended, and the 
troups diſcharged, he returned to my houſe, where 45 
having ſome time ſojourned, he was ſeized by a ſick- 
neſs, which in few days took him away into the other 
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world. We performed the obſequies uſually obſerved 
towards the dead, and four months were already 
paſt,we hearing nought at all of the ſlate of his ſoul, 
when behold npon a winters night being in my bed, 
throughly awake, perceived a man, who ſtirring up 
the aſhes of my hearth, opened the burning coals, 
which made him the more eaſily to be ſeen. Although 
I found my ſelf much terrified with the fight of this 
ghoſt, God gave me courage to ask him who he was, 
and for what purpoſe he came thither to lay my 
hearth abroad.But he in a very low voice anſwered; 
Atafter fear nothing, I am yonr poor ſervant Sancius: 
1 go into Caſtile in the company of many ſouldiers to 
expiate my ſins in the ſame place Where I commit 
ted them, 

I m_ replied, If the commandment of God call 
you thither, to what purpoſe come you hither ? Sir, 
faith he, take it not amiſs, for it is not without the 
Divine permiſlion.1 am in a ſtate not deſperate,and 
wherein 1 may be helped by you, if you bear any 

ood will towards me, Hereupon I required what 

is neceſlity was,and what ſuccour he expeRed from 
me. You know Maſter, ſaid he, that a little before 
my death,you ſent me into a place where ordinarily 
men are not ſantifed. Liberty,ill example, youth, 
and temerity, all conſpire againſt the ſoul of a poor 
ſouldier, who ha:h no government, I committed 
many outrages during the late war, robbing and 
pillaging even to the goods of theChnrch,tor which 
1 am at this preſent grievouſly tormented. But,good 
Valter,if you loved me alive as one of yours, torger 
me not after death, 1 ask no part ot your great 
riches, but onely your prayers, and ſome alms for 
my ſake,which will much affiſt co mitigat pains, 
My Viſtriſs oweth me aboMt eight tranWMapon a 
reckoning between her and me, let her beſtow it, 
not for my body, which bath no need of it, but the 
comfort of my foul, which expegeth it from your 
charities. 
I know not how 1 found my ſelf emboldened by 
theſe ſpeeches, but 1 had more deſire to entertain ir, 
then fear of the apparition. I demanded whether ic 


. could tell me news of one of my country- men, na- 


med Peter Dejasa,who died a while ſince, To which 
he made anſwer, I need not trouble my ſelf with ir, 
for he was already in the number of the bleſſed, 
ſirce the great alms he gave in the laft famine, had 
purchaſed heaven ſor him. From thence I fell upon 
another queſtion,and was curious to know what had 
happened to a certain Judge, whom I very well 
knew, and who lately paſſed into the other lite. To 
which he replied : Sir, ſpeak not of that miſerable 
man; for hell poſſeſſerh him through the corruption 
of juſtice which he by damnable praRiice exerciſed, 
having an honour and ſoul ſaleable to the prejudice 
of his conſcience. My curioſiry carried me higher,to 
enquire what became of King Alphonſws the great, 
at which time I heard another voice that came from 
a window behind me, faying very diſtindly : It is 
not of Fancins you muſt demand thar, becauſe he as 
yet can ſay nothing to the ſtate of that Prince, but I 
ray have more experience thereof,then he,I decea- 
ſing five years ago,and being preſent in an accident 
which gave me ſome light of it. I was much ſurpri. 
ſed,unexpeRedly hearing this other voice,and turn- 
ing ſaw by the help of the-Moons brightneG which 
refleted into my chamber, a man leaning on my 
window, whom | entreated to tell me where then 
King Alphonſus was, Wherero he replied, he well 
knew,that paſſing out of this life, he had been much 
tormented, and that the prayers of good religious 
men much helped him: but heould not at this pre- 

ſent 


Patt 3. 
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preſent ſay in what ſtate he was. Having ſpoken thus ſent to living men, as on the contrary,S. Paul among}? 
much, he turned toward Saxcixs, firting near the the /iving Was lifted up to heaven. As we ordinarily 
fire,and ſaid, Let us go, it is time wedepart. At kno wot what becomes of the perſonr of the dead, ſo we 
which Saxcins making no other anſwer, ſpeedily muſt confefſe, the dead know not all is dent in the world 
roſe up, and redoubled his complaints with a lamen- at the time it Ys done but they afggrwards lears it from 
table voice, ſaying : Sir, I entreat you once again thoſe, who paſs ont of this life into the other, and con- 
remember me, and that my Miſtriſs perform the werſe with them. Tet they nnderftand not all ſorts of 
requeſt 1 made you. affairs, but theſe Which may be told them, and ſrch 

The next day Exgclbert und erftood from his wife as ares permitted to remain in their memories, that re- 
what the ſpirit told him, and with all obſervation 10 connt them to ſouls whomuſt knew them, Angels who 
diſpoſed himſelf ſpeedily and charitably, to ſatisfie are preſent to attions here bentath, may alſo diſcever 
all was required. What may we infer upon this, but to the dead what the Sovereign Arbiter, rs whom all 

* S. Anguftine*s concluſion which he left in a book of wmhingy are ſubjetted, fall appoint to come to the know- 
care for the dead, fifreenth Chapter ? | ledge of the one or other. 

Hoely Scriptures witneſs that the dead are ſometimes 
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XVII. MAXIM. 
Of Eternal unhappineſſe. 
THE PROPHANE COURT. THE HOLY COURT. 
That we cannot be miſerable when we are | That the wicked being no more for this preſent 
110 more. life,are everlaſting for the pains of the damned, 

Hat there is an inevitable judgment ofGod on paper,what the Author of the cardinal works of 
wodbak, for the damned, fire, darkneſs, eternal pri- Peſas Chrift writeth : To burn in flames which waſt 
yo ſons, (O Libertine and prophane ſoul) is mot, nor ſhall ever be con/umed,to be ſcorched through * _—_— 
ral. not a propoſition needs to be proved by many rea- the whole body with remedileſs fires,to be broiled alive ones 

ſons and 9 pop It is the ſubjeR of all books, #5n his own greaſe,and broiled with ſtains of his impg. 007% 
the diſcourſe of all rongues, the confeſfion of all 


Natura ple- people,the great voice of nature, which forgetful- 
raque /*4- neſs cannot obliterate, impiety extinguiſh, nor an 
——_ 4 evil conſcience take away, The Hebrews,Grecians, 
_ Latins, Chaldzans, Perfians 
—_ Africans, Indians, and not ſpeaking of others, all 
Nations moſt remote from our region, moſt ſay 
in manners, moſt ſtrange in cuſtoms have believed, 
proclaimed, proteſted,do belieye,proclaim, and pro- 
reſt this through all Ages, and although different in 
condition, all notwithſtanding agree in the faich of 
a living God, who knowerth, fceih, judgeth of the 
od and bad deeds of this life, ordaineth rewards 
for virtue, and puniſhments for vice. 
The ordsr 
of God. yyith two hands, which are juſtice and mercy. If you 
take away one of them, you maim him.It is the con= 
dirion of humane and Divine things, where contra- 
, riesare ever counter- ballanced by contraries, ſay 
ici *'. Philoſophers. If there be a Paradiſe for virtues, there 
$ Them. muſt be a hell for crimes. No leſs doth hell contri- 
_ 53-.þute to publiſh Gods omnipotency, then Paradiſe. 
ferns pejor AS heaven is furniſhed with ſtars, hell ſhall be wich 
c#(.. $1 the damned, and the juſtice ofthe Sovereign will no 
cam I. leſs appear in the condemnation of the culpable, then 
rferms inthe defence of innocents. I knew not what made 
damnats  DoRour Teſtatus ſay, that Plato placed hell in the 
1 ke opini- ſphere of Mars.fince he very well mentions it inthe 
on of Phi- coneave of abyſſes in his Phedon.Triſmegiftus in Pi- 
abi * mander Omitted not to ſpeak of avenging flames due 
—— impiety. The Stsick* treat among their ſecrers of 
be the general fiering of the world, as witneſlerh Cl:- 
Triſmegiſe. mens Alexandrinus in his fromats. And other Philo- 
in Pim«»- ſophers according to Tertallian ſpeak of ſecret fire, 
4 1x, Which muſt ſerve as aninſtrument of Gods venge- 
from. 5. ance. The moſt iupid have ſeen it, the moſt inſo- 
lent have frown'd atit, and the moſt forlorn are a- 
ſoniſhed with it. 
And verily it is a hideous thing to behold enely 


Notable 


rities not to bt taken off. Toſee nothing but pits of fire 


lambent 1608 
y ardere in pro 


and flaming furnaces without eaſe, relaxation, reme- pris «4:24 


dy, change,or diminution of ſentence. 


frixas & b- 
dine: bul#- 


Notwithſtanding (O Libertine) thou doſt ask, how »«, &+. 


Arabians, Abyſſines, xo thu material fire burueth ſpiritxal ſonls ? It is one of 


the moſt unfortunate ſciences not to underſtand 
hell, but by proper experience,to diſpute the acivi- 
vity of a fire as true as the mouth of God, and un- 


- faithfully deny on earth, what muſt everlaſtingly be 


learned under earth, Algazel the Arabian axd Avi- 
cen ſaid, a damned ſoul ſuffers no ther. pain but the 0h- 


* get of its eternal perdition. Algazel and Avicey: be- 


hold wo goodly Authors to oppoſe the wiſdom of 
the eternal word.l am of opinion, we learn from de- 


[t is the order of God, who governeth the world 20 vils how to believe in God,and derive our Theolo- 


gy from the lips of the wicked, and our belief from 
infidelity as it one ſhould proſtitute aVeſtal to a loſt 
man.Alas wretched ſpirit ! how worthy art thou of 
compaſſion, when nor fatisfied to play the Epicare in 
thy manners, thou wilt divide thy Libertinifm with 
philoſophy. If this diſcourfe, which ought to be 
dedicated to holy horrour of Gods judgments, did 
perm farcher queſtion, one might ſhew with the 
great Biſhop of Pars, that a damned ſoul kept in 
a priſon of fire, retains all the ſame ſenſes, as if ic 
were with the body in the middeſt of flames, ſince 
we feel in this life,ſuch vivacity only, from the ima- 
gination, thar it in us produceth the fame effects 
which the preſence of objeRs doth. And this Do- 
or witneſſerh he hath ſeen and known men. who 
needed no other purgation bur the ſight of a mede- 
cine. But if the ſole idea do thus, what will the real 
impreſſion of tire work upon a ſoul which raiſed by 
the Divine power above its ordinary force, leaves a 
form and a charatter, as if a hot iron were ſtamped 
on the fleſh. We might deduce with $.7 homas, 7 ur- 
recremata,Cajetas, Iſolam,8& Ocham al the exquiſte 
dolours of a ſoul, that feeleth it ſelf impriſoned as in a 
cage of fire,and ftormeth, ſeeing it ſelf not only de- 
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prived of ſiveet liberty, but tormented by an imp2- 
rious clement, deſtined byGod for its pumiſhment by 
extraordinary ways, by a ſuppiiment of the antipa- 
thy of ſenſes, and which ſhamefully wrack it, as 1f a 
perſon of eminent nancy were inſolently abuſed 
by ſome ſlave come from the Aſcores or Arabia. 
See 3. 4%. We ſhould likewiſ: ſer before you with other Di- 
ef 21 Ci-yines the quality of a abs rn defo:mity, cauſed 


of God, - ; 
5: Gregory by fire raiſed above its condition, which extreamly 


432 


Of Eternal Happineſs. Part 3, 
alone is capzble of merit or demerit, Tor tell me, 
thoſe ſtones and kernels of pomegranates, & apple= 
trees, and all other trees crented in the firſt week of 
the world, were they temporary or eternal? Tempo- 
rary you will ſay, for they fell before the tree, And 
yet. behold they propagate to our time , and live in 
as many trees as there are of their kind on earth, 
for theſe five thouſand years , or thereabouts, The 
like is it with the ations you do at this prefent: For 


in the 4+ of affliteth an immortal ſpirit,then eſpecially,when it r o they ſeem to paſs in a moment, yet are they ſo many 


hs Underſtands the excellent gifts wherewith God had 


s. Thema: endowed it,the favours and glories it might pretend 
conrave>- tO in this moſt bleſſed eternity. One might ſay with 
Sar, part, many other modern DNoRours , that the ſoul being 
3. and cberhe root of ſenſitive qualitics , is no leſs tormented 
Aeaphilas by objeRs diſſenting from ſenſe, then as if ſenſe 
24nd in were preſent,and hath a ſpiritual ſenſe, by the help 
ms patw'®! of Which, it trieth and feelech the fire with an expe- 
where this Fimental knowledg, wholly like the ation of ſenſe, 
que ſton is All 
—_y ſtances and reaſons, but 1t beixg not according to the 
ſcope of this deſign, ſay in one word with $.Grego- 
ry the Great: T here 5s maat 3 the ſoul ,from a viſible 
fire, a hat aud an inviſible pain, It is true, the ſoul 
ſeparated from the body hath not a natural antipa- 
thy and diſagreement from fire but what this impe- 
rious element cannot have, remaining within the li- 
mits of nature , it obtaineth by a particular ordi- 


nance and diſpoſition of God, who chooſeth and ex. 


ſeeds of eternity. Reader, underſtand well what f 
ſay,behold here a ſecret, wherewith daily to acquire 
a rich treaſure of merits : make me all your virtues 
as eternal by the ſincerity of your intentions,zs they 
in effet are ſuchin their conſequence. When you 
do a good work, beit praier, alms, or othe: att of 
charity doit ſtoutly,in ſuch manner and diſpoſition, 
that were you eternal on earth,you would eternal- 
ly renounce evil , and embrace good. Sodo all the 


theſe opinions might be argued with many in- 2q Juſt , and ſo do they eternize all good and laudable 


ations. But finners,who paſs out of this life in mor. Ve = 


tal ſin,are ſo framed,ihat might you enter into their, pwn { 
hearts, yon there ſhould find ſuch marks of malice, ne fne pec- 
ſach charaRers of ſin imprinted, as with a hot jron, cn ghd and 
that they wiſh to live eternally, to ſin everlaſtingly, j-dex cords 


Their life is mortal, but the affe&tions they have ro-!*/ & 
affet] us, ne» 


wards ſin are immortal , for which cauſe Gods ju- ja9., 
{lice requires they never be without torment, who 


would never live without fin, 


preſly depureth it to ſerve him,as aninſtrument and 30 And ſay not to me, behold that miſerable ſinner .,4 ,.c,- 


aſignin this action, and to be as an eternal meſſen- 
cer of his :nger againſt a damned foul, Now as the 
Sovereign Judg of the world gave lifeto (ai for a 
puniſhment, ſo (according to S. Ambreſe,) he engra. 
ved by the ſame means a diſaſtrous mark on his per- 
ſon, which continually ſet before the eys of this fra- 
tricide the image of his crime,and theDivine juſtice, 
in ſuch manner, that oftentimes turmoiled during 
life in the miſeries and confuſions of his brutiſh ſp1- 
rit, ſo ſoon as he repreſented to himſelf this fan, be 
acknowledg'd the decree ofGod, who prolonged his 
life to lengthen his calamities : So this Divine hand, 
Omnipotent inits effets, imprinteth fire on a dam- 
ned ſoul, as the true token of his juſtice, the chara. 
cter of his anger,the centinel and executioner of his 
eternal will, who beareth the face of an incenſed 
God with all his decrees in his own flames , who 
preſſeth and lieth heavy on this miſerable thing. ſe. 
paratedfrom the ſight of God,and reſigned through 
an eternal maledicon to the life of devils. 

Foundati 

on of the truth touching the eternity of the pains of the dam- 

eemity of 1d, confirmed by expres texts of holy Scripture, 


2. Thou muſt bereunderſtand , O Reader , this ” 


ſcized on by the Divine Juſtice in the heat of hign«> jujriri- 
crime , it 15nqt likely he would ftill perfiſt in his e. 717 ace” 
r.ormous transgreſſion , the boiling of his paſſion « »nquan 
would vapeur away ,and his ſpirit be reſtored tothe (74 /*?7 
calm,and reafonto its thron, Nay much otherwiſe Jac vs 
a ſinner, who dieth in ſin bath the root of affeRions, 14x=«» 
which is the heart, ſo envenomed , that all thej,,;4.cc., 
ſprouts are nought but abomiration, And although 
he were to live an hundred thouſand year , ſhould 
not ſome ſervile fear ſtop the torrent of his corrup- 
tion, he would ſpendthem in theſe exorbirances, | 
2. The ſecond reaſon is drawn from S. Thomas, :. Reaſon 

who faith, the nature of mortal ſin is a privation ofS- 7% *- 
ſpiritual life,as death is a privation of corporal. Be-"' T * 
hold a tree which was heretofore thick ſpread with 
boughs and flouriſhing , is now parched and dry, 
without force , and life. Let it bein this tate, ſo 

_ 2 ; > ln . Semper pu6- 
will it remain ſtill, never returning toits firſt vi- «4; porefe, 
gour. Behold a man likewiſe , who hath killed cha- | 
rity in his heart which is the root of ſpiritual life, ;7 ©" 
by ſome moſt grievous ſin-, to dy in this ſtate. Ir is S. Bernard, 
the impoſſibility ofimpoſſibilities, rhar in the other 9 <2=6e- 
world ror capable of merit or demerit, he may An excet- 
change himſelf. Death ever reigns there where 1s <2: con-, 
treſpaſs , ard treſpaſs fill reigning there, deſerves — 
to be puniſhed without intermiffion, It is alwaies 4*(, 
chaſtiſed and never expiated, faith S. Beryerd. _—_— 
Ard that you may well underſtand this, reprefent 7rarins bo- 
unto your ſal an excellent conceit of one of the *90i4/3* * 


| | . pl 
greateſt wits which ever flouriſhed, Picus Ai- 164-6 


nangudm 


for although they are not all neceſſary in their con- 60 raxdsla , in the book he compoſed of the digni- maluers 1® 


of he and thedecifion of the univerſal C hurch, and by all 
damned. Ages, is grounded upon the juſtice of God, ever to 
be adored by our wils, although impenetrable to the 
weakneſs of our underſtarding : and tor confirma- 
tion hereof, I think we ſhon1d not omit the reaſons 
of S. Gregory, S. Bernard and S. T homas, before we 
produce that, which to me ſeems the moſ} formal , 
clufions., yet they fail nor to furniſh us with much 
light.and to give matter of true piety, which.is the 
butt whereat weaim in this diſcourſe. You (O ſin- 
Reafon NEr) demand, why is a deadly fin ſtrucken and puni. 
of $. Gre- hed with an eternal pain? Lanſwer you firſt with 
£7 S. Gregory the Great, that if an eternal malice be 


_—_— proved infin, juſtice by all reaſonable ways requi- 


ftra ur vi- reth the chaſtizement of it to be eternal : tor an e- 


deantur, ſed . : No 
remporalia _ CELMITY of crimes muſt be counterballanced with an 


9ueque ve- eternity of miſeries. Now lin in ſome ſort is eternal, 


{ut hermit 4- 
tu ſemins 
Jacinniny, 


and in ſome manner extends beyond our lite, which 


ty of man, We are in the world*as in the fhop io. one 


of a Cculprour, who laboureth on Statues of rs mmfen- 
Mettal, Bebold the burning Furnece , behold 7 ane /ene 
the Mettal all boiling R bchold many Moulds rea- cn ee <4 
dy art band. . Say you unto him, Sir , meke us1% n/operi- 
ſome curious piece worthy of you, make us a gene- {,59%/ 


rous Lion, make an Eagle,make a triumphant King, aums rw 
it is now in your power, But if the Workmam/oms re, 


through malice or incivility ſhould ſay, 1 will make rim cx. 
nothing ofir, 1 am about to make of all this melted r514-de di- 
Mettal veſſels of ignominy, and fo he doth, badnotfo,'%, 


; you 2%, 


" ; 


reat 


f ofa 


Plummer or Graver ; our underſtanding is the En- 
#inier,who laboureth upon the ſearch ot a thouſand 
inventions : our will is the Mifſtriſs , who keeps the 
metal ſtill boiling,and the metral is our life,and our 
ſoul indeterminate. God faith unto us, up friend, be 
courageous,thou may*it make thy felt a little God, 
perfectly framed ro my likeneſs : Behold, take the 
mould, caft it confidently. I will make nothing of it, 
faith the ſinner, l am abont to make a hog, an owl, 
a ſerpent, a hideous monſter , and behold in effe& 
all ſo made at the hour of death. The mettal is caſt, 
repentance is unprofitable, ſince Hell yomiteth up 
00d deſires, and affordeth no felicities : thou haſt 
made a monſter, and thou ſhalt remain a monſter 
whileft thou art in this eſtate, "which is immovable, 
fire likewiſe ſhall be annexed to thee to gnaw thee, 
which is the worm in the rotten wood, 


2. Reaſon Add for athirdinſtance, that God who is whol. 
era” ne 1 LONOICe, Nath right in him to oblige usto the kee- 


right of pin of the law, under an infinite penalty, conſide. 
God - and ring the greatneſs of his pertetion and benefits, 


ro 


20 


the head of an infinite Divinity, and it ig an horrible 
thing to think on, for that as much as is poſſible, it 
annihilatethGod & the whole fountain of Eſſerces, 
felicities, and mercies, Do you not conſider a tranſ- 
greffion increaſeth according as the perſon intereſ- 
ſed is of great and eminent quality ? It is ore thing 
to offend a peaſant, another thing a Merchant,ano- 
ther thing a Judge, another a King. But he whoof- 
fends all Kings and all judges of the carth,or ſhould 
thruſt a knife into the throat of a million of men, 
would he not ſeem very criminal ? Nay, where all 
the greatneſs, grace,and majeſty of a hundred thou-- 
ſand worlds poured and quinteſſenced in one body, 
what would it be in compariſon of God , but one 
grain of fand? And then to invade God, in his will 
to infringe and annual the Divinity; O abyſs of 
confuſion ! To ſay unto God Omnipotent,a!l good, 


Enormity 
of a finger. 


and all holy, You will give me alaw, ard I will pla 

— The continuarce of the pain is not meaſured by the the unbridled Colt, I will take it of my ſelf, 1 will 

fin, laſting of ations. A man is hanged, who ſtill fo re- admit no Law-maker: you created mefor ye. r ſelf 7rrican 9% 
maineth, for a theft done in a moment, If this be andI will live for my ſelf,and be the foverei®,a good I 
done daily for the reparation ofthe honour and ot my ſelf: you created a world for my ic, and I /rew!ls mi 
goods of another man who is offended, although he 3o will people it with monſters, which ſhall be my ſins. 75" . 
be a captive and a miſerable creature, what ſhall we You redeemed and reconciled me by the blood of guar ma- 
think of offences committed againſt the Divinity ? your Son, and 1 will concemn and trample it under £ 24s 
Muſt we not confeſs, that ſin otits own nature, and foor, I ſhould nor preſurre to uſe theſe words, had jc; [up- 
by the only conſideration of its proper malice, de- not S. Paul prevented me, You will be a] udge to pc's, qu 
ſerverh infinite puniſhment, ſince it hath miſchief in chaſtiſe me, and I make as much acconnt of all your 5%” = 
it, reſpectively infinite? And as it needed the Incar- thunder-ſ{trokes, as of broken ruſhes. To deſpiſe r#, & /an- 
nation, death, and paſſion ofa W ord infinite to God as a Law-maker, aSa Creatour, asa Father,as q_ Ts 
waſhit on earth, fo it muſt have an eternal puniſh. a Redeemer , as a Judge, as God, as all, and then tuwm == 
ment to expiate it under earth, What can you find fay, God did you wrong in making a Hell ! erit, Hb 
ſtrange in this proceeding ? 40 5 Behold there his juſtice purged, now ſe its ** 

Ptirive® 1 fay, it is not Hell that ſhould puttheſe quaking effect inthe quality and condition of pains of the 

1 Fo; and icy fear into our bones: it is not pain ſhould be damned. What is Hell? It is called Silexce, ro ſhew 


p=n« 4z- ftrange unto us, but fin , it is not an evil to be puni- 
nin, 'e'5" ſhed, but to be worthyof puniſhment, You complain 
eſe r$4ere fin is lodged in Hell, where would you place it? In 
a Fez", Heaven? ISit a fir thing, I pray you, tocarry dirt 
inferns, Di- INtO A King's Palace ? The heavens according to Fob 
onyl.c-4, are {tronger then iron or braſs, and yet you ſee 
de 14". theſe celetlial bodies able to carry all the glory of 
S«;:di/5is God, cannot bear one ſingle (inner, ſo heavy, fo in- 
+ a ſupportable he is. $o ſoon as the rebeilious Angels 
Job 37. Cconceiveda ſin of pride, heaven cried out murther, 
The ge and <puld not \ndure them : behoid them fall from 
vouſnels #5 . 
of fin, the Palace of glory more thick then flakes of ſnow, 
Namb.1s. or hail on a Winters day. -W here would you lodge 
this mortal fin? Onthe earth 2, See you nor in the 
book of N#zmbers, how after the rebellion of Core, 
Dathay, and Abiram, this earth,which is the foun- 
dation and baſis of the Univerſe,changed irs nature, 
ſhookwith frightful cremblings,and opened its wide 
and gaping bolom to ſwallow theſe diſaſtrous crea- 
tures? W here ſhall we lodge this fin? On the waters? 
Behold the waters could not indure one ſole diſobe- 
dience of Fonas ? All the air is on fire, all the winds 
in bluſters, all the Sea in rage and fury, whileſt it is 
under the weight of this poor ſinner. He muſt be caſt 
into the belly of a Whale, although unable to digeſt, 
ſhe vomited him up. God himſelf, God Ommpo- 


£504" rent, in whoſe hands all this great world is but a 


ſuſtmens. 
Jeb. 


ſhall we place it then bur in the pit of Hell ? 
But ifat leaſt this pain bad ſome end. And ſee you 


FO 


O 


we cannot ſpeak of it but by ſilence. All is ſaid Frys Mo 
Hell,is leſs then Hell. The holy hiſtory of Xgypriay tion of the 
Anchorites written by Pa#adixe, recounterh an ac- 9's 
cident very prodigious happened to the great Afa- cd. 
charizs, which is, that one day this admirable man, $2750 
commonly called the God of Monks ( for his ſpeech of pailads 
was an oracle,& his life a perpetual miracle)this ex- 
cellent man, lfay,travelling through the hideous atid 

ſavage Deſartrs of Egypt always fixed and bent both 

withey & heart upon the contemplation of a future 

life, met with the head of a dead man by the way, 

and ere he was aware , ſet a Palmers aff which he 

had in his hand upright upon it, & behold at the ſame 

inſtant (as it happened in other occaſ:ons) he heard 

to come from the head of this dead man, a fad and 
frighrtul voice,able to have aſtoniſhed the moſt cou» 
rageous. But the holy Saint, being wholly made for 

theſe apparitions of ſpirits, and armed to the proof 

againſt all illuſions of Satan , ftood ſtill 'and asked, 

Whoſe art thou ? It anſwered, 1am the head of one 
damned. He replied, z/hat threw the head-long into 

t his wretched miſery ? Two things, ſaid the dead , 
Misbelief, and Vice.T hen being demanded cancern- 

ing the torments he endured. He replied ; The /eg/ 

makes hell,the ſoul ſuffers betl,and rhe ſonl cannot well 
comprehend what hell ts. What have you on the earth, 

more oaiou then horrible darkneſs ? "and not to Speak. 


Srrange 


drop of dew,complains he cannot-indure fin. Where 7© of ony coals, nor of any of the reſt of our greate$t cala- 


mities, behold eur greateſt eaſe. The unbappy ſpirit 
cutting off his words, beld his pezce , and the holy 


man 


1142 
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424 XVIII, MAXIM. Part 3. 
man lifting the head up from the ground, took itin you will at firſt be aſtoniſhed with what I ſhall ſay, 
his hand , then deeply ſighing with ſobs of lively and will hold it as a paradox , bur it is undoubted, 
and penetrating prief,he ſaid: O what eaſe ! O whar The darkneſs of hell is apprehended as a moſt intol. 
eaſe! what eternal darkneſs | blind world , proſtitu= lerable evil, and that with juſt cauſe. Notwithſtan- 
ted world , deſperate world , oh wouldeſt thou ding1 affirm the greateſt torment of the damned, 8 
know , Wouldft thou know ! but thine unhappineſs heigth of their notable calamiries,is light. I fay lighr 
hach pur a ſcarf betore thine eys. of ſcience and knowledge. To underſtand this, you The ſo.1s 
I would here conclude this diſcourſe , and ſubſti- muſt obſerve a paſſage of the{Propher Zzechiel in of ©e 
tute in my Place this bleſſed old man , the eye and the firſt Chapter , where he deſcribeth the majeſty :o,mented 
honour of theſe deſarts, holding this dead mans head 10 of the God of hoſts, who prepareth to cbaſtiſe the by the. 
between his hands : 1 would intreat him to ask ofit wicked: herepreſenteth him unto us like a hideous yl 
again, what have availed the damned their honours, chryſtal mirrour,that is to ſay, God planteth an idea cir = 
reputation, riches, riots, pleaſures, delights , thoſe of himfelfin the ſoul'of a damned creature, as of a": 
wretched lime-twigs, which entangled the wings of mirrour of Chryltal, and a terrible light, in which, 
the ſoul, and plunged it into an abyſs of infelicities, and through which , it beholdeth moſt clearly aud 
I would intreat it to tell us what a monſter mortal evidently the good it bath loſt by forſaking God, 
fin is, ſince to puniſh it ſuch dreadful dungeons muſt and the evil incurred by drenching it ſelf into the 
be built , ſuch racks and tortures. It would tell this fad habitation of the reprobate. Ir ſeeth how in 
with a voice of thunder accompanied with flouds of looſing God, it hath loſt a good, delicious, fruitful, 
tears , and you would be appalled , tremble, and 20infinite, everlaſting, incomprehenſible , a good, for 
weep atit with all the juſt, who never think of hell which it was created , and formed by the hands of 
but with terrour and tears. God; agood,whichis meerly and abſolutely loft by 
-...;. O brutiſhand ſenſual men, who live ina continual its infidelity ,ingratitude, wickedneſs, perverſe obſti- 
ef hell. contempt of Gods anger! Ask the great Tertullian Nacy in (in , agood, which it _— have repaired in 


JArcani ig- yghat hell is ? And he will anſwer, hell is a treaſury 
mu ſubrerr%- of fire, enkindled by the breath of God for puniſh- 


news ad pe- 


»aw theſau- ment of the damned : hell is an ugly and deep (ink, 
7%: 4 and a ſewer , wherein all the ordures of Apes are 


firuſa m 


viſcerils thrown, Ask of Hugo of $.Vittor(a)what hell is,and 


Of Eternal Unhappineſs. 


a moment of the time it heretotore had: and behold 
it now irrecoverably for ever loſt, Moreover it ſees 
and feeleth by ar diſaſtrous experience , the evil 
whereunto it is fixed by pertinacity. And that which 
is alſo more terrible, 1s, that as God is repleniſhed 


ere pre- he will reply a bottom without bottom, which ſhut- 40 with a ful and moſt plentiful felicity, becauſe he hath 


fundna:, oc 


Terrul, de £Eth the gate againſt all hopes,and opens it to allde- 
avima. pairs, Ask of $, 7h (6) what hell is, and be will tell 

you aloud and plainly,hell is the great lake of Gods 

anger : Tt is a great pool of fire and brimfione per. 
(a) Prefur- perually inflamed with ſtrong and vigorous breaths 
Gm fine ., of the Omnipotent. And what do the damned there? 
"ule ſpes (c) They burn and ſmoak. On whar live they 2 On 
bei, & "*- the gall of dragons. What air breath they ? That of 


CET burning coals. What ſtars and lights have they?The 


all his contentments aſſembled together,ſo the dam. 
ned ſoul, by a moſt lively and piercing ——_— 
of the eternity of its pains , beholdeth the evils ir 


muſt endure beyond a hundred millions of years, ' 


and hath them all as preſent in thought. From theſe 
two lights and two knowledges in the daraned ſoul, 
ſpring as it were two ſnakes, faſined both to the one, 
ard other ſide of its heart, which inceſſantly and un- 
conſumably ſuck all the juice and marrow of its 


Hugo Vi- fire of their torments. What nights? Of palpable 4© ſubſtance, The holy man Boetizs (the eye of the 


for. "3 darkneſs, What beds? The couches of afpicks and 


(b;Lacw and bafilisks, What language ſpeak hey 2? Blaſphe- 
_— -* mics. What order have they amongſt them ? Con- 
*. fuſion, What hope? Deſpair. Whar patience?Rage. 
Apoc» 14. CO) hell, O hell ! Avant, O gnawing wo: m, avant O 
(c) Life o living death, avant death which never dies, avant 
the dam- f fe which daily, not dying, dies. 

ned. I ſpeak not here of the pain of ſenſe, exerciſed by 


Horyeo ver- 


mem morde-this pittileſs element, which worketh upon ſouls as 1 


Quid dex 


Roman Senate and ornament of the Church) lets us »7= #«:. 
underſtand what the puniſhment of the damned js , 4m 4% 


when he ſaith , there needeth neither wheels, tor- 
tures, nor gibbets to puniſh the wicked. He who 
might only ſhew them the beauty of virtue in the 
form of a lightung-flaſh, and fay unto them, be. 
hold wretched creatures , behold what you have 
loſt by your folly, the ſorrow they would conceive 
for their loſs would be fo ſenſible, that no keen ra- 


«a» & haye ſhewed you in the beginning of this diſcourſe, 5@zour , devouring flames, gnawing vultures might 


woriem Vi- 


vace bor. | let paſs this world of pufiſhments figured by vul- 
re meidere tures, gibbets, tortures, ſnakes, burning pincers, and 
”" mew” alltheinftruments of terrours, I only ſpeak of the 


morru vis 


vents, & pain which tormenteth the damrie4 by privation 
«4 -trom the ſight of God. Imagine within your ſelf a 
G»ilicm, ſablime conceit of the great Prelate of France, pill.- 


Paris. de a9; Of Parts, Whoina Treatiſe he made of the uni- 
ers. * verſe, pertinently ſhewerh , that as Paradiſe is the 
Lecws pure houſe of all felicity, ſo hell muſt be the recepracle of 
fulicttatis 

pang beauty of the glory of their bodies,the contentment 
«d4ar felici- tr enjoy ſo excellent and triumphant company, have 


pv be a a happineſs torally infinite in the fight ofGod, which 


nb hates i8 the period of their effential felicity :50 likewiſe in 
94.7 xn _ the ſame meaſure the damned ſhal have fome obje&t 
mites, Tadand mournfal , incomparably dolorovs, and ac- 
cording to its nature infinite, which colieReth as in. 
ro one ſum all their calamities. And what is this 0b- 


jet ? Some will.imagine it is the aſpeR of the great 


put them to a more exquiſite torment. 

Now I leave you to think, if the wicked in this life 
for one ſole idea of virtue , which paſſeth ina mo. 
ment ſhould conceive ſuch a remorſe, what may a 
damned ſoul that ſees in this hideons chryſtal,not for 
a moment , but throngh all moments of eternity, 
the infinite good it hath loſt, the infirice unhappineſs 
wherein it D ever ſees it ſelf involved. Then is ir, 
yea perpetually gnawn, torn, and tumbled into a 


all miſery and calamity. Now the bleſſed , beſides 60 huge torrent ot inexplicable dolours , which cauſe it 


to break into furies and unprofitabletrenzies. 

O Palaceof God, faith it, which 1 have loſt ! O 
egly dens of dragons, whereinto I am head-long 
thrown!O brightneſs of Paradiſe, which ſhalt be no- 
thing to me ! O hideous darkneſs, which ſhalt crer- 
nally be my inberitince ! O goodly and trinmphanc 
company of ele&t ſows, with whom1 ſhould eternal- 
ly bave lived , had not my wretchedneſs ſealed up 
mine eyes ! Q infernal countenances of enraged de- 


lake of fire, and horrid legions of devils, Thar truly qqvils, which ſhal hereafter be my objets and perpe- 
tual companions ! O torrent of delights which pou- 
reſt thy ſelf upon thoſe bleſſed ſpirits ,, bow have I 

turned 


is horrible, but that is not yet the top of their ſu- 
pream miſery, What is it then ? 1 do aſſure my ſelf 


bns Impre- 
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Part 3. 
turned thee into a lake filled with pitch,ſulphur,and 
ſcorching flames, enkindled with the breath of the 
Ormniporents anger! O couch of King Solowon,how 
have 1 given thee away for a bed of coals ! O God, 
OGod, whom I have loſt,and whom 1 cannot looſe! 
I have loft himin the quality of a jr np. « Good, 
yet have him perpetually preſent as the object and 
cauſe of my pains. ' O eternity ! [ris then true, 
that ten millions of years hence my evils ſhall bur 


XVII. MAXIM. Of Eternal unhappineſs. 
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moſt mild Saviour,l embrace thyAltars,and implere 

thy clemency. deliver my poor foul from the ſnares 

of Sachan, and ecernal death at the great day, when 
heaven and earch ſhall flie before thy Juſtice. I am 
neither greater then Dav4d, nor more holy then $. 

Pal, not to think of heil, All my members quake, 

and bloud waxeth cold in my veins, when I refle& on 

it. O 7Zeſ#,Q love of eternal mountains,deliver not 

a ſoul over to this infernal beaſt, which will have no 


begin. Curſed athicſm and infidelity of the world, 10 lips, but to praiſe and conteſs thee, eyes, bur to be. 


thou wouldeſt rather feel theſe rorments then be- 
lieve them. Wert thou not mad ? Cruel ambition, 
thou haſt given me the ſtroke of death. Diſaſtrous 
riches,you have forged gyves, which mow fetter me. 
LOT vipers of inhumane hearts)you ceaſed 
not to breath and enkindle ſparks, which made theſe 
fires for me. Wicked companies,charming companies, 
traiterous companics, you were the chains of my 
ruin. O why was not the womb of my Mother, that 


hold thee,feer, bur to ran after thy commandments, 
nor hands, but eternally co ſerve thee, 


The eighteenth Ex ameLE,, upon the 
eighteenth MAXIM, 


Of Judgment ,and of the pains of Hell. 
A Ll affairs of the world end in one great affair 


of the other lite, which is that of the judgment 


ſerved for the firſt bed of my conceprtion,the Sepul. 20 God will give upon our ſoul, ar its paſſage out of 


cher of my birth ! O why the ſtars, which predomi- 
nated at my coming into the world, in lieu of their 
benign aſpe&s, threw they not darts of poyſon + 
gainſt me? Why did notthe earth ſwallow mein 
my Cradle? Muſt I live one ſole moment, to live an 
enemy of God eternally ? O God, what an abyſs 
is thy judgement | Let us draw, let us draw aſide 
the curcain of ſilence, thy ſpirit can no longer en- 
dure me, nor my pen maintain the conceptions of 
my heart.. 

6. It ſcems enough is ſaid to ſhew the horrour of 
mortal fin, which alone is the cauſe and procurer of 
hell. Think ſeriouſly on all 1 have faid, and all I 
have omitted, and if you deſire to eſchew the un- 
happineſs of a reaſonable creatare,which I have ex- 
preſſed, obſerve 1 pray perpetually and inviolably 
theſe things, which 1 would,if I might, inſcribe on 
your hearts in unremoveable charaters. The firſt 
1s, that vou muſt diligently ſeek to fore-arm your 


the body. A heart, which bath no apprehenſion 
thereof, unleſs it hath ſome extraordinary revelati- 
on of its glory, is faithleſs or ſtupid to extremity. 

The 6mple 1dea's of this day make the moſt confi- 
dent to quake: not ſo much as pictures bur have gi- 
ven matter of fear and if ſome ſparks of knowledge 
rouching that, which paſſerh ar the cribunal of God, 
come unto us, it ever produceth good effects in 
fouls which had ſome diſpoſition to piety, - 


30 Curopalates relateth,that whileſtT heoaora poſſeſſed Guropilen 


the Empire of Conſt antizople with her ſon, who was "og 
yet-in minority, one named Aethodins,an excellent 
Painter an 7taliay by Nation,and religious by pro- 
feſſion, went to the Court of the Bulgarian King 
named Bogorss, where he was entertain'd with much 
favour.This Prince wasyet a Pagan,and though tri- 
al had been made to convert him to faith,it ſucceed- 
ed not, becauſe his mind employed on pleaſures ard 
worldly affairs,gave very lictle acceſs to reaſon. He 


ſclves againſt a certain hberty of heart, which nei- 40 was exceſfively pleaſed with hunting, and as ſome 


ther feareth ſin, hell, nor evils of the other life , li- 
berty of heart, which ſwayeth now adays through- 
out the world, of which Sathan makes uſe to blunt 
the darts of heaven, and all the incitements to the 
fear of God, as being the true way of athieſm, and 
an undoubted note of damnation. But contrari- 
wiſe frame unto your ſelf a conſcience termed ti- 
morous, a conſcience filially and lovingly teartull, 
which layerh hold without ſcruple and diitur banee, 


delight in pictures to behold what they love, fo he 
appointed Aethodius tO paint an excellent piece of 
hunting in a Palace, which he newly had-built, and 
not to forget to pencil forth ſome hideous mon- 
ſters, and trightfull ſhapes. 

The Painter, ſeeing he had a fair occafion to take 
his opportunity for the converſion of this infidel,in- 
ſtead of painting an hunting piece for him, made an 
exquiſite table ofthe day of judgment. There upon 


even of the leaſt offences and imperteRions. Fear is g , One part was to be ſeen heaven 1n mourning, on the 


thi the mother of ſafery, and the means not to fear hell 
0 premcar, AL All, is to fearitalways. In the ſecond place you 
quam q mu effenally apprehend frequent relapſe into 
frequent. MOTTA) fins, which is the ſecond note of reprobati- 
mz caia- ON, For when a creature ſuddenly returneth into 
jean ew enormous {ins,and playeth as berween Paradiſe and 
z«, bell, it isa fign he harboureth in this evil heart a 
velleius. plain contempt of God, and an eternal root of fin, 


the ſpront whereof is an everlaſting pumſhment, In 


other the earih on fire, the Sea in bloud, the throne 
of God hanging in the clouds, environed with inf. 
nite ſtore of legions of Angels, wit! countleſs num- 
bers of men raiſed again,feariully expeCting the de- 
cree of their happineſs,or lateſt miſery. Below were 
the devils in divers ſhapes of hideous monſters, all 
ready to execute ftrange puniſhments upon ſouls 
abandoned to their fury. The abyſs of Hell was 
open, -and threw forth many flames with vapours, 


the third place you muſt ſtill live in the tate wherin gg able to cover heaven, and inteRt the earth, This 


you would d:e, and often to call your ſoul to an ac- 
count of your ations, Al my foul ! If you were at 
this preſent inſtant to diſlodge ont of this world, are 
you ina ſtate to be preſented belore the inevitable 
throne of the Soyereign Judge? Have you not ſome 
rouch of mortal ſin? 1s there nor. ſome reftitution 
ro make ? ſome ſatisfation not accompliſhed? R eſts 
there not in your beart ſome blemiſh of evil com*» 
pany, and worldly love,whici ſlackeneth your pur- 


draught being in band, thePainter ſtill held the King 
in expeQation, ſaying, he wrought an excellent Pi- 
cure for him, and which perhaps might be the laſt 
maſter-picce of his hand, 


. In the end the day alſigned- being come, he drew 


aſide the curtain,and ſhewed his work, It is ſaid the 
King at firſt (oo#ſome while penſive,nor being able 
to wonder enough at this ſight, Then turning to- 
wards cthodins, what is this ? ſaid he. The religi. 


poſes ? Let us break, let us break theſe chains : there , g ous man took occalion thereupon to tell him of the 
judgments of God, os puniſhments and rewards in 

the other life, wherewich he was ſo moved,that in a 
111 2 


15 neither pleaſure, mony,nor honour can hold.Yon 
muſt ſeek ſalvation and fay : O God of mercy , O 


(hors 


> > WS in ire > > | CCI FA ey Wes eo ___ 


CE ae Le E.LECY 


8. Nonifa- 
C1 15,0P.3 Is 


XVII, MAXIM. 
ſhort time he yielded himſelfto God by a happy 


converſion, 

If draughts and colours have this effet, what do 
not viſons, and undoubted revelations, which were 
communicated to many Saints concerning affairsof 
the other life? Every one knows the wiſdom and 
authority of S. Brxiface the Martyr, who converted 
Germany , ſentihither by Gregory the ſecond, and 
who flouriſhed about nine hundred years ago. This 


Of Eternal Eappineſs. 


uſed them, For perceived, in places under the 
earth, pits which vomited fire and flames, on tbe 
brinks whereof | ſaw thoſe ſoulsin fach manner; as 
we ſhall ſee ſome fatal birds, who bewailed and la- 
mented their diſaſters with dreadful complaints , 
able to rent rocks and marbles aſunder, Then the 

were thrown into precipices of fire, biddinga long 
adicu to all pleaſures, without hope ever to behold 
the face of God, nor pleaſing light of the Snn, or to 


preatApoſtle of theNorthern parts left goodly wri. 10 bave fruition of any other refleQion but the flames 


rings to poſterity, being moſt learned, and we have 
to this day ſome Epiſtles of his taken out of good 
Libraries. 

In the one and twentieth of hisletters written to 
Aldebnrgus , he makes mention of a man who was 
raiſed again to life in his time, the miracle much 
known, and verified before all the world : for to 
prove he proceeded very far into knowledges of the 
other life, he advertiſed many men of note of moſt 


of their torments. 

I who ſaw theſe ſtrange paſſages, leave you to 
think with what terrour { expected the laſt ſen- 
rence of my Judge, The evil ſpirits _ LO aC- 
cuſe me with all violence : you would have faid, 
they had reckoned all the ſteps of my lite, fo rigo- 
rouſly they muftred up all the flighteſt ations, But 
nothing at that time was ſo inſupportable to me as 
mine own conſcience, For the fins which 1 hereto. 


ſecret (ins, never opened to any living man, and *x- 20 fore imagined to be light, were preſented unto me 


horted them for God's ſake to true penance, He 
likewiſe foretold the death of Ceelredus King of 
Mercia, who reigned with much tyranny and ra- 
pine, whereof he received the reward. 

This great Prelate S. Bowiface, then in Germany, 
fought to inform himſelf particularly of this won- 
der, and afterward couched in the fore-mentioned 
Epiſtle , the diſcourſe he had with this late raiſed 
man, How he asxed many queſtions concerning e- 


in ſpirit as horrid phantaſms, which ſeemed to re- 
proach me with mine ingratitude towards God,and 
tO ſay : 7 aw the pleaſure thou haſt cbeyed, I amthe 
ambition whoſe ſlave thou waſt, I am the avarice which 
Was the aim of all thy aftions. Behold ſo many ſins 
which are thy childrex, T hon begatſt them © thou ſ6 
much didft lwve thew,as te prefer them before thy $a- 
vioxr, It isan admirable thing that I likewiſe ſaw 
the ſpeRer of a man whom had hererotore woun.. 


vents happened to him in this ſo dangerous paſſage; 30 ded, though yet alive, He ſeemed to be preſent at 


he tels the ſtory and relates it with tears inhis eys. 

Alas ! how much other are our knowledges at the 
ſ-paration of the ſoul from the body, then they are 
in this preſent life. We here only ſee through two 
little holes, which are our two eys, the bark of ob- 
je&s, a very little diſtance : bur the inftant of death 
diſcovers unto us much other truths. Repreſent un. 
to your ſelf, ſaid he,a blind man, who never ſaw any 


thizg, if ſome one come and take away the film, gi- 


this _—_ , and to require of me anaccount of 
his blood, | | 

All theſe horrours had already ingulphed me in- 
to an inconſolable ſadneſs, expetting nought ar all 
but the ſtroke of thunder and ſentence of myJadge, 
at which time my good Angel diſpoſed himſelt ta 
produce ſome good works } had heretofore done. 

One cannot ſay nor believe the comfort a ſoul 
then feelsin the remembrance of virtues .it exerci- 


ving him ſight,he would then behold things ſpoken 4o ſed in the body. Happy a thouſand fold the bands 


ofin a much other manner then he imagined, The 
like happened to me ; for my ſoul leaving my body 
about midnight, 1 inſtantly ſaw the whole world 
with the extenſion of its lands and ſeas that water 
it, as ifit had been abbreviated in a table, although 
to ſay truth, it was not theuniverſe which was 
abridged, but the ſight of the ſpirit dilated by dif- 
engagement from the body. 

'The world was all encompaſſed with fire , which 


which ſow alms on earth, to reap them in heaven, 
It ſeemed to me .1 ſaw ſo many itars of a favoura. 
ble influence, when I beheld this lirtle good I had 
done with God's grace, 

Laſtly, ſentence was pronounced,that for inſtru- 
tion of many, I ſhould again return into life. 

I muſt confeſs unto you, that among ſo many 
troubles of mind, ſo many fears and frights which I 
ſuffered before the decifion of my affairs ( except 


ſeemed to me of an exceſſive greatneſs, and ready 50 Devils and Hell) nothing ſo much ſtruck me wich 
to ſwallow all the elements, it its impetuous courſe - horrour as to ſee my body, for which a burial was 


had not been ſtaied by the meaſures of God's hand, 
At the ſame time 1 perceived our Saviour in the 
quality of a Judge, invironed with an infinite num- 
ter ot Angels, induced with marvellous brightneſs 
and excellent beauty, Onthe other fide Devils in 
dreadful ſhapes, which I cannot now well des 
ſcribe, ſince my ſoul is returned to my body. 
Art the fame inſtant, ſouls newly unlooſened 


prepared. 1s it poſſible ( ſaid 1 ro my felf) that 
ro ſerve this carrion I ſo often have forſaken my 
God !Is it pefſible that to fatten this dunghil, I de- 
ſpiſed my foul ! That I ſo adered my priſon and 
fetters,as te ballance them with the Croſs and Nails 
of my Saviour ?eſ#s! for this cauſe I had fome re- 
pugnance to re-enter into this body, which ſeemed 
to mea little Hell. But my ſoul coming back into 


from bodies, came from all parts in ſo pro- gg it, 1 remained the ſpace of -feven days quite ſtupid, 


digious numbers, that 1 conld never believe 
there had been ſo many creatures in the world. 
Then was arigorous Examen made of crimes com- 
mitted in the life paſt: and I ſaw very few ſouls who 
had holily lived, whileſt they were as yer in this 
mortal fleſh, to fly unto Heaven with Palms and 
Crowns,Others were reſerved to Be purged, as go!d 
in the Furnace, and ts follow the ſteps of thole hap. 
py Warriours who had gone before them. 


As for thoſe who went from this life out of the 70 


ſtate of grace, and were in mortal fin, it was a hor- 
rible thing to ſee the tyranny with which theDevils 


and fo laſtly ſtrove with my ſelf till blood guſhed 
from mine eys, as not having tears ſufficient to be. 
moan my ins. Behold me ready to declare and 
witneſs to all mortals by an authentick example the 
words of the iſeman, who ſaih ;, MEMORARE 
NOVIS$SIMA TUA, ET IN &TERNUM NON 
PECCABIS : REMEMBER ALL VV1LI 


PASS AT THE LAST HOUR, AKD THOU 
SHALT NEVER OFFEND. 

Theferch the Reader who peraſeth theſe lints to pit 
the affairs of his conſcience in order, and if he love any 
thing in the World, to love it for life eternal, 
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XIX. MAXIM. 
Of Sovereign Happineſs, 


”” 


THE PROPHANE COURT. 
It is a ſimplicity to for ſake cirtain pleaſures 


for an uncertain beatitude, 


POPE E live here among the groans of 
in 
concerning creatures, every one well under- 


beaititude, * 


of this _— but hath much ado to follow them, ſo 


5 ſi” our happineſs by the continual change of our miſe. 
ECN4 PIuakl 


idrceus, ries, and our Rrong appetite by diſtaſt of all things, 


gence , never is ſo ill as with its own mother, from 
whom it learns nothing bur its poverty , which ad- 
deth a ſharp ſpur to dire& it to riches. 
Naz, dein- When 1 read S. Gregory Nazianzey, inthe = 
nevi 11% ork he compiled of ſundry courles of life, it ſeems 
wayes of tO me I behold a man in the entrance ofa labyrinth, 
peware -. much diſtracted, who will and will not,who deſires, 
dis to 5, Waxeth drouthy js intranced and become pale, yea, 


Gre®7)- in the height of his delights. It ſeems co me nature 
That the 
cioice of : 
condicions dom, and faies nnto him : O man , what woulde(t 


hae i5 thou do to become happy ? Behold, I conduR thee 
© hrovgh all the parts of my jurisdidtion, of purpoſe 

to afford thee feliciry,which thou ſeekeſt, Wilt chou 

then marry ? fie no, ſaith he, for there is too much 

hazard in the adventure: finglelite ? Ir is painful : 

would you have children ? they cloy withteo much 

care : barrenhieſs 2 it hath no ſupport : riches? they 

are treacherous to their Maſter.and many have been 

in danger to looſelife for having too much where- 


with to live : charges and honours ? they colt over- \ Un 


much, and are indeed dead trees, whereinto Oftri- 
hes Ry as well as Eagles : would you have favour ? 
it is a {quib which cracks in the air , and leaves no- 
thing behind ir but burnt paper and ſmoak : bur if 
the Courts of Great-ones afford good fruir, there is 
ſtore many times of evil birds,whluch devour ic. Thou 
wouldeſt then live in ſubjeRtion (faith nature ) ſince 
thou canſt not command ? He replieth, he conld not 
obey. 1 will make thee poor, ſaith ſhe,to teach thee 
humility :y ou were as c00d,quoth he,to put me on 
the wheel. Thou ſhalt have beauty ; it is rhe ſnare 
of luſtz-youth, itis the bubbling of time : ſtrength, 
it ſhal be inferiour to bulls: nobility, it is roo full of 
liberty: eloquence; it is t00 vain: 8kil in pleading. 1: 
is nought but wrangling. Wouldelt thou wear a 
ford by thy fide ? 1c isto live either an komicide, 
ot to become a victime of death : retire into ſome 


leaderh him through all the corners of her King- A 


© If we covet 10 hear Plats upon it , doth rot he 


_ 
—— 


THE. HOLY COURT. 


That the glory of Paradiſe is moſt cer- 
tain to good men, 


wilderneſs? it is to languiſh. Will you have title ? 
it is to become captive : traffick ? it hath coo much 
hazard and pains : trayel ? it hath too much toil : 
fail on the ſea? there are too many ſtorms : ſtay 
on the land? it is repleat with miſerics : learn 
ſome trade ? all is full of crafr,aud I find none good: 


manure the earth ? I am not able: live idlely ? 
that is to rot alive, 


ogy F depreſſa un» 
miſeries , great totter, born down with the weight _ celſa 
f« 1910, , 


3 Eucherius, 


» Bounnn 023 
Þ nes conje- 
God , who in his nature is moſt wiſe and benign, #4» =<*- 
hath not ſo given the King of creatures over as prey panckoos 7Þ 
to injurics and calamities , as not to have reſ-rveg mw. 
a life of ſpirits for him , fince he is ſpiric, to pleaſe jf"72- 
bim by an intelletual feliciry, 1, Cap, 1. * 
2. The Sages of Gentiliſm have looked this yeri- 9ein'90 of 
ty in the face by the ſole ray of natural light, For if —_ 
we conſult with Alpharabins the Arabian , he will 1nini bo 
rell us, that the Sovereigufelicity of man conſiſterh 37,7, 7" 
in a perfe& diſpoſe of the funions of his ſoul, as wel je imeie- 
thoſe which concern the underſtanding , as ſuch as ©** 
depend on the will, 1t we ask of the Philoſopher 
Heraclitus , what wiped his eyes fo many times 
drenched in his tears? He will tell you, that it was 
the contemplation of a good nor imaginable, which 
ſouls expecedin the other life, Jf we deſire to 
underſiand the apprehenſtons of Metrodornus , we 
ſhal learn rhe foul muſt aſcend until it bchold time 
in its ſource, and the infinity of the firſt Being, 


Aſcende, 
aonec {ace 


diſconrſe in bis Phedon, that the ſoul recolleRted 
within it felf ,{mounteth to the Divinity, whoſe i» & ve 
image it carriefh, and that in the fruition there- [77 0'&® 
of, it ſatisfieth all deſires ? Is it not likewiſe the fiatoin, 
dodtrine. of Triſmegiſtss in bis Pymander 2 M0 One» 
Noth not he teach us, the ſoul after deati of the rciſmeg. 

body returns to its nature , as a troubled warer ?ymandete 


which ©? © 
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which puarifieth when it is ſetled. And doth not P/s- 
tinxs triumph on this ſubjet in publiſhing,thart dleſ- 
ſed ſouls at their paſſage out of bodies to the firſt 
beauty, which hach power to makeall its ſpeQators 
fair and amiable ? 1 here it is, (faith he) we ſhall 
live for eyer in the palace of verity, which is the 
mother-nurſe,nouriſhment,and eſſence of our ſoul, 
There itis, that all is all, and where each part be- 
cometh a whole, There it is, where happineſs is in- 
defatigable,and plenitude never gives a loathing to 
him who poſſeſlethit. And who knoweth not the 
raptures of Fexeca, whenin the hundred and ſe- 
cand Epiſtle he ſpeaks of the ſoul, which goeth out 
of the body, as from a wretched veſſel, to enter in- 
ro theſe vaſt Temples of Intelligences and lights,de- 
riving its nouriſhment and increale from the ſame 
place, whence it took its beginning ? May we not 
lay, this truth fo loudly proteſſed by men, who li- 


vedin a belief different from ours, is a publick voice 4 
of humane nature,touched by che ray of its felicity? 20 
Divines teach us our appetice is finite in its eſ- | 


tnfiniry of ſence, infinite in its produRtions, It is a miracle tO 


our appe- 
rites. 
Nubes ad 


ſce a heart fo little, big with ſo many deſires, and 
perpetually to go like a wheel'inflamed with its ar- 


airaleva- dours, Or rather a fire which makes a prey of its 


tur, denſata 


4/enso 4774 
pellaur wt 
currat,cal0- 
re diſſolvi 


neſcat, Exc. 


Greg. in 
Job. 8, 
C. 10, 


Eccl. 127- 
A notable 


own way, and is nouriſhed with proper hunger. Ic 
is a cloud ( faich S. Gregory) ſwoln with vapours, 
toſſed with winds, ſcattered by heat. Ir daily makes 
abortion of a thouſand produdtions, and when it 
thinks to have all, embraceth nothing. 

The wiſe man ſpeaking of death, ſaith, it is that 
which ſhall break the pitcher at the fountain, axd the 
wheel upon the ciſtern, Some explicare this literally 


znigma of Of the veins and brain. But I had rather at this pre- 


a. wile 
mans 


O mms 4-5 


biverit (x 4» 


ſent ſay, this pitcher is the hearr of man,which cea- 
ſeth nov: togo to the water of the Samarites, 
whereof our Saviour ſpake, when he ſaid, He who 
ſhall drink of this water, ſhak ever be thirſty, It 15a 
water which never quenched chirſt,and which ſome- 
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their glory. He will not we place our happineſs on G24 will 
eekinn, daragh all bleſſings of fenle not be- uri. 
yond ſenſe, and tor that their condition iveither to bimlelt. 
ſtarve men by their barrenneſs, or ſtrargle them greaness 
with cheir. fuperfluities. The belt part of ovr ſelyes of 60d. 
being the ſpirit, he will repleniſh us with timſelf, (9.u 5. 
whois the chiet of ſpirits, It is he (ſaid the fropher n« & {«- 
Eſay) who is ihe Crown of true glory, andthe po- 7 te 
tie of all comforts : the Crown, becauſe his feliciry wy 
is wholly circular,and fully repleniſhed as the circle 
without any defeQgthe poſie,inſomuch as.in his ſole 
eſſence he comprehendeth all the good of creatures, 
which are as petty flowers of this goodly garden. 

It is ey (faith Terrufian) thac all great- 709m, 
neſs and beauties be extracted into one alone,which bn gu 
is the firſt greatneſs and prime beauty. He loves as 1499s 
charity, he knows as verity, be fits as equity, he j,, 
ruleth as majeſty , he governeth as chief, he de- 1c. lr. 
fends as ſafety, he operareth as vireue, he reveal- ©" 
eth as light, he affiſteth as piety, he doth all in all ©, 
things, and ſuch as heis, he giveth himſelfunto ug, E949 ! 
1 demand of you, whether he deſerverh not to be {© vg 
eternally diſpleaſed , who cannot content bimſelf 
with God? 

Nay, that which here maketh his communication 
the more perfe& and admirable, is, that Divines ob- 
lerve there be two felicities in heaven : Fhe one of 
objeR,the other formal. That of objeR,is the good ©: 7? 
by which we become bappy, and formal, js the pol. ghd 
ſeſſion ot the ſame good. Felicity of objet is that, 
which looketh rowards God without any refle&tion 
upon us , tormal felicity is that, which reſpe&ech 
our proper good. We might ſce God as a diſtant 
mirrour, which were not ours, and which had not 3 © . 
the power to make us lovely. We might love him um v:de- 
with a love of good will, by the ſole conſideration «= 
of his perfe&tions. We might rejoyce at bis good, 10s. 5 
without relation to our own benefit: But the good- 
neſs ofGod would not only make us happy with the 


94 bac, i- times ſerves for an incentive to infſatiate defires. 40 felicity of our obje&t; but by formal beatitude, He 


1:4 Herum. 


Joan. 4. 


Provi- 
dence of 


God in the 


L.vaits of 
our appec- 
LitCs, 


And the pitcher ſo many times fruitleſly filled with 
this water, the heart ſo often drenched in.theſt frail 
and momentary pleaſures, ſhall ſplit againſt the 
rock of death, remaining {till at the fountain of 
concupiſcence. 

Nay I will tell you, the heart is a wheel over the 
ciſtern of life, which ceaſerh nor ro draw up buck- 
ets filled with wind , one while running after one 
objeR, another time after another ,not.finding con- 


will not we behold him with a lazic and barren eye, 
but with a viſion, which rendreth us like tohimſelf, 
He will not we love him only with a love of good ' 
will, bur with a love of ardentdeſire, as our good 
and repoſe. He will not we rejoyce onely becauſe 
he is God, bur for that he is our God, our ſcope, 
and contentment, 
4. The point of this bearitude conliſteth in a per- Tie efen- 


fe& union of our ſoul with God,who is the fountain 72%" 


rentivent,and at the laſt day the wheel ſhall be bro- 50 of ſpirits, the obje of all regular loves, and the ue 1s u- 


ken over the ciſtern, when man, if not warie, ſhall 
be ſurprized in the labyrinth of his deſigns,and con- 
tuſion of his hopes. 

3. Now conlider the wiſdom of God, who having 
given us an infinite appetite, would not limit it buc 
by himſelf; he would be our good,” and being un- 
able to be the endof himſelf, (becauſe he hath no 
end) he will be ours, ro.make us in ſome fort infi- 
nice, He will not we put our felicities in commands 


circle of felicity. So, long as we are in the world 99> with 
(faith the Apolile) weare as pilgrims in a forraign +, , 
"Ro" » Ko a< 
Nation, ſeparated from the ſweetneſs of our deareſt | - 
Country, and lovely viſion of the ſoyereign cauſe, 2-49 
We are {ſaith Synegus) as little veins of water wan. hymo. 
dered from their fountains, which deſire nothing 7224 #4 
but to be re-united to their ſource : ſhould you 24s 5- 
afford them veſlels of amber or chryſlal to contain I» «&+- 
them, they are never ſo well as in their origin, X9*»- 


and honours, becauſe they often reſemble the 1dol 60 We have a ſtrong inclination that diſpoſerh us ro 


Adeloch, which was outwardly of gold, inwardly 
mortar ; and becauſe honour is rather in. him who 
honoureih, then in the honoured. He will not we 
ground our ſelves upon riches , for either they be 
gems which are the ſcum 'of elements ; or metals 
which are the harbours of ruſt ,and enkindlers of a- 
varice ; or garments the food of F?pths , or houſes, 
which are mountains compoſed ofThe bones of the 
earth , or fruits, beaſts, and ſo many other prodn- 


know,love,and admire this ſovereign Being, which 
makes the world bring forth his great idea's with 
more eaſe, then'the Sun could produce a ray, 

Now here we mult obſerve,there are many ſorts ;,;,..c., 
ofunion : The oneof dependence, which  cauſeth of unions: 
rhe creature ro depend on the Creator, as light on 
his ſtar,” and heat on the fire, which produced it : 

The other of preſence and moſt inward penetrati- 
on, by which God penetrateth all creatures by his 


ions of nature, whichcannot make us happy, ſee- ,, admirable infuſions, by reaſon of his immenſity and 
ing they, beſides their frailty, are of a ſervile na- 
rure, bcing made for the ſervice of men, and not for 


ſubtlety : The third of grace, by which we are ſan- 
ified, and in a ſort made participant of Divine na- 
rure © 
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tare + The fourth of glory, properly that,which :c- 
compliſheth whar grace bad begun , and ſerteth a 
ſeal upon the plenicude of all our felicities, This 
being ſo divided, it is evident, that the union where- 
of we here ſpeak, is the glorified and ineffable nni- 
on, which diſpoſeth the reaſonable creature to the 
higheſt point of the commerce it may have with the 
Divinity. 

It is very hard to explicate how that is in our 


ſoul, becauſe of the weakneſs of our ſpirits , which 10 beginning, and not loſing what 


are now ſo tied ro fleſh. Some Divines refuted by 
Chancellour Ger/oy, and among others, Doftour 
Almaricws, and Hexriew, rook this in a very high 
ſtrain, when they imagined that God comming to 
fall as a lightning-flaſh upon the ſoul of a bleſſed 
one, fled it with his preſence, force, and love, and 
ſo poſſeſſed it , that he wholly converted it into 
Ame pr- himſelf, in ſuch manner, chat from created Being, 
moe op :. it paſſed to increated Being, returning to Idcara's of 
cri 11 eſſe 
vo creation. 

This opinion hath been rejeted, and condemned 
as a Chymzra, for God will not beautifie us by ru. 
ining anddeſtroying us, but he will our felicity be 
ſo nd of him, thatit be notwithſtanding whol- 
ly to us; and there is no appearance onr ſoul, which 
15 immortal and incorrupable,ſhould be annihilated 
by the approach of God, from whom it muſt derive 
its being and conſervation, 

30166 of 3- We mall then conceive this much otherwiſe, 
10:1, And believe the union of glory, that makes our bea- 
wha: iris, titude,conſiſteth in the viſion, love,and joy of God, 
which 1s the fruition, termed by S. Thomas the incf. 
fable kiſſes, Imagine you ſee a needle, which in pre- 
ſence of a Diamond runs-not to the Adamant”, as 
being tied and ferteredby the force of this obſtacle, 
but if you take away the Diamond which captived 
it,it goes ſtoutly and impetuouſly to its Adamant, 
which ſetterhit in the place of its repoſe by ordina- 


3Zointerruption is. And firſt conſider what a good it is 
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ſence of thisSovereign good: joy a profound repoſe, 
which ſeems to ſpread over our hearts a great river 
of peace, benedictions, and felicities. Then this bea- 
tified ſoul not being able to be what God is by na» 
cure, in ſome ſort becometh ſuch by favour.Ss that 
S.Gregory durſt boldly ſay, our ſoul makes it ſelf a h 
little God, which eternally triumphs inthe boſom Obs . 6s 
of the great God. It is properly then, when man by ** %” 
an amorous conſumption _— into his £0) 

is, becometh one 
ſame ſpiric with him, not by vature, bur by appre- 
henſion and affetion, He not only will what God 
willeth, but be cannot will any thing but what God 
will. He takes part in all his intereſt all his greatneſs, 
and all bis joys, beitg ſo divinely incorporated into 
the family and boſom of this Father of eſſences. He 
rejoyceth at the beatitude ofall the eleR, as of his 
own ; he is rapt with admiration, ſometimes at the 
beauty of the place, ſometimes at the delicious cor- 
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God, and into the eſtate it had before the World's 29 reſpondence of that great company, ſometimes at 


the unchangable continuance of his moſt bleſſed e.. 
ternity, ſometimes at the garments of glory bis bg-. 
dy muſt put on,and he eyery where ideth ſour- 
ces of comfort to ſpring, which can never dry, 

6.From this favour, befides ſo manyother wonders Three 
1 ſee three excellent effeRts ſucceed, The firſt is, im. great <&- 
peccability. The ſecond, verity of our knowledges pong 
which ſhall admit no errour. The third, tranquility SEES 
of our loye, which ſhall not know what wougd, or 
to be impeccable, fince we not only ſhall be without _ 
ſin, but out of all danger of finning. All that which 2 >< im 
here affliteth the moſt purified ſouls, is not to be *** 
expoſed to ſo many miſeries &perſecutions, for the 
know good men are here on carth like Fower-de- 
luces, begotten by their own tears, and that in the 
ſame manner they are produced to beatitude by plin, 21 
their proper afMidtions:bur it is to ſee thetnſclyes in Liinw 14 
a ſtate of power to loſe the grace of God,and to be ©2"* (#4 


ry charms. 1 find ſomething like in the ſtate wherein 4oable to be ſeparated from the firſt of lives, by an a- ſeritur, 


we are: our poor ſpirit naturally tendeth to God, as 
to the firſt cauſe, and can take no contentment but 
in union with him; yet is it here arreſted by the 
poize of body, by the bait of concupiſcence,and tye 
of ſenſe : but ſo ſoon as theſe obſtacles are taken a. 
way,and thatit feeleth the yigorous infuſions of this 
light of glory, which giveth it wings to raiſe it ſelf 
ro the Sovereign good above all the ways of nature, 
it ſoareth asa teathered Arrow unto the Butt of its 


Aion of death. Thar is it which made Jeb, being on 

the dunghil like to the dunghil it ſelf, as on the 

throne of patience , to deplore his condition, and Quare me 
lay ; hy haſt thou made me, ſceing I am contrary rot" wn: 
thy Divine Majeſty.? That s it which renders me © 
inſupportable to my /elf. huvet-ipſs 

Now there ſhall be in beatitude animpotency of®”***? 

fin, becauſe in full ſight ot Sovereign good ic will be 


impoſſible te propend to the leaſt evil, or leAſt diſ- 


deſires : it ſinks and gr it ſelf into the boſom $0 order, without which there can be no fin, 


of God, and there abideth contented with three 
ats , which eſſentially compoſe its beatitude. The 
firſt is viſion , the root of this ſo Sovereign happi- 
Thethree neſs, which cauſeth us to ſee with the eys of a moſt 
purified underſtanding,through the rays ofthe lighe 
of glory, the great God face to face,with all the 1m- 
menſity of his eſſence, the length of his eternity,the 
height of his majeſty, the extent of all his excellen. 
cies, and with the fecundity of his eternal emanati- 


aritude, 


ons, the produRtons of total nature, and ſecrets of 60 and ſhal fil vs with a moſt reſplendent verity. So 


higheſt myſteries. We ſhall ſee him ( faith $.?ohs ) as 


tte ſimilu pe : 
«rei quam love divinized,when God like to a burning mirroar 


"evi, 


Moreover, as our knowledges are here wretched Exc«llency 
and ſtaryen, there is not a man ſo knowing in the gc ſci. 
world, who for one drop of knowledge hath not a cnce. 
tun of ignorance, and who in the little he knoweth, 
hath nor eyer many errours,which ſtick to ſcience as 
the worm to the tree , or the moth to the cloath, 

Now there above, the ray of increated hghr,which 
ſhal appear in ful luſtre, wil diſſipate all the weak- 
neſs of underſtanding all inconfiderations, all faulrs, 
that our ſoul ſhal be like that Fgyprian Pyramid, 7" i 


which perpendicularly refleted on by the Sun, caſt mu was. 
no ſhadow. 


ing life,itſticks upon ſo mary frivolousobjes, which ate: 
are fooliſh fireMthat ofren lead it into precipices.Tt paced to 


lours and drives away content. All it leaſt can do, 
1s 
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is that thing it moſt deſires; all it ſeeks,is many times 
the good it eſchewed : It looſeth labour to run at- 
ter a flitring phantaſm, and if ir ſtay, it is not but 
through deſpair not to overtake all which kils it. 
Bur if it come to poſſeſs what it loves,jt is inſtantly 
turmoiled with its happineſs, and nor having need 
to labour any more in deſires, it grows mouldy in 
proper fruition. It is willing to'be reſiſted, ro en- 
kindle its flame, and reſiſtance thruſts it into rage, 


goodly Palaces, whereis ſeen an admirable. conſort 
of art and nature, ſo many Hals ſo well furniſhed 
within, ſuch rich hangings, ſ:xch moſt exquiſite pi- 
&ures, ſuch marbles, ſuch gildings ; and, wirthouc 
mountains which make a natural 1 heater, tapiſtred 
without art to ſurpa6 all Workmanſhip, torreſts, 
which ſeem born with the world, hedges, and knots 
curiouſly cut,alleys and mazes,where both eys and 
feet are loſt, rivers which creep along with-filyer 


as poſſeſſion into diſtaſt, That is it which maketh xo purlings about gardensenameled with moſt fragrant 


me ſay, the earth being made tor us, we are not 
made tor the earth, and that we ſhould ſeck the 
place where love ſuffers neither offence nor inter- 
ruption. 1ſay offence , for it hath an obje&t which 
contents all-the world, and offendeth none. 1 fay 
interruption, for if we ceaſe to love in Paradiſe, it 
muſt proceed from God, or from our ſelves : If it 
be by the commandment of God, we ceaſe to love, 


flowers,cavernes repleniſhed with a ſacred horronr, 
grots and fountains which gently gliding contend 
with the warble of birds ==, ſo many other ſpeta. 
cles; which at firſt (ight aſtoniſh ſpirits and never 
fatiate. All this is but a little atome, I do not fay of 
the eſſential pleaſure of the bleſſed which is ineffa- 
ble, but of the ſole content of the ſenſes ofa glori- 
ons body, which may in ſome ſort be expreſſed. 


Part 7, 


S. Fohn to accommodate himſelf ro the weakneſs 29. 21- 


ZT, 


we ſhall ceaſe in loving, and in ceaſing we ſhall in- e 
ceſſanily- love, fince we ſhall ceaſe through love. 2, Of our underſtanding, bath made a deſcription of it 


This ceſſation:cannot come from us, for we ſhall 


Jove without obſtacle, and of neceſſity that Sove. 


reign: which for its infinities will not be bg» 
loved but in infinitum, 

O what pleaſure, to have but one pleaſure, and 
what joy to derive all joys from their ſource! Why 
ſay wenotwith S. Augaſtine : O fountain of life, 
vein of hving waters, when ſhall I come to thy de- 
lights,and.eternal ſweetneſs ! I here on earth ſigh 


ater thy beauties (O holy Hiernſalem) in a land 30 


ſcorched with fervours of ſenſuality. O when will 
it be, that I ſhall come before the face of my God ! 
Think you 1 ſhall ſee that fortunate day , that da 

of comtort and triumphs,that day which God hat 

made, and which takes its eaſtern riſe from his eys ? 
O bright day, which bath no evening, nor knows 
what the ſetting Sun 1s ! When do you think I thall 
hear that word, enter into the joys of thy Maſter , 
enter into a joy inacceſſible to forrow,wherein is al 


go0d, with an eternal baniſhment of all evil? There 4 


it is, where youth waxed not old,where life hath no 
limits, where beauty decays not, where love know- 
eth not what it is to be cold, nor health to impair, 
O dear City ! with weeping eyes we behold thee 
afar off, we thy poor exiles, bur yet thy children, 
redeemed with his bloud,who makes thee happy by 
his aſpeRs. Stretch out thy arms unto us, O mild 
Saviour,caſt an eye on us from the haven in theſe 
ſtorras of life, and give us leave to walk in fo un- 


in the Apocalyps, where he depainteth this goodly 
City of the bleſſed with ſingular curioſity, It is a 
pretty thing to conſider how Lacias, an excellent 
wit, though a bad man, intruding into our myKe- 
ries hath ſet out in his idea's to the imitation of it 
the life of the fortunate Iſland, wherein he fayes all 
he can to repreſent unto us unſpeakable delights : 
bur it is ſo far from what we would but cannor ſay, 
as Heaven from earth. 


emeralds, the luſtre whereot is extremely reſplen- 
dent and plealing. The gates are ot a precious and 
odoriferous wood, which caſteih forth at the en- 
trance moſt delicious fayours.W hen you paſs in, you 
behold a pavement of all lvory, and houſes all of 
gold,ſer out with coſtly workmanſhips. 1 he Temples 
there are made of huge Berils, precious ſtones, of the 
colour of the ſea,and altars of Amethift. The whole 


© City. is environed with a goodly river which ſtream- 


eth all in balm, 300. cubits broad, and as deep as is 
neceſſary to bathe in. There are on either [ide {ioves 
which are great houſes of glaſs,wherin are exquiſite 
baths: They never burn any other wood in them but 
cynnamon, and in ſtead of water, a certain dew ts 
preſerved, ſovereign tor bodily health, 

Itis a pleaſant thing to ſee the inhabitants of chis 
fortunate City tor you would ſay, their bodies are 
no bodies, but naked ſouls, ſeen by the help of ſome 


doubted paths,that we may come to the place where 50 thin veil. Yet they ſtand wpright, and fit, walk, fee 


thou livelt and reigneſ for ever. 


The nineteenth Examerls upon the 
nineteenth MAXIM. 


Of the pleaſures of Beatitude. 


HE joys of Paradiſe are without example,and 
as they are here above our experience, fothey | 
paſs beyondour Imagination. Yet well may we con- 60 perpetual morning. 1 here is no asking, whether ther 


ceive, raiſed bodies ſhall have ſome manner of 
contentment,in the perte& uſe of their ſenſes and 
beauty of objets, which ſhall ſatiate them with e- 
verlaſting delights, 

When after a long winter, which covered ysin 
darkneſs, and buried us in ſnow, we behold anew 
world ariſe under the benign favour of the ſpring, 
and conſequently the golden days of ſummer, we 
feel our heart dilate, Fforably raking in ſome an- 


hearken,ta'k and anſwer, but have nothing groſs or 
terreſtrial in them, as we, Their garments are of 
purple colour, and of a {ilk as tranſparent as ſpiders 
webs.No man cowplaineth there either of poverty, 
maladies, paſſions of the mind , or miſeries of the 
world : no man waxeth old,and all ſuch as have the 
favour to enter into it, remain there incorruptible. 
They never have either winter or night, but a tems 
perate ſeaſon, & day which ſeems to go on with a 


be orchards,gardens, flowers or fruns : for never 
were thelike pleaſures ſeen. T heir. vines bare twelve 
times a year,and ſome fruit-trees to thirteen, Their 
corn is very fair, and hath on the top of the ear,lit. 
tle loaves of bread, ready made,very taſtfull. 

| told in the City three bundred chreeſcore and 
five founrains with chryſtallne water,as many with 
hony five hundred with ſweet water,ſevenrivers of 
milk, and eight of moſt exquiſite wine. They make 


tepaſt of the repoſe of the bleſſed. What ſweetneſs po many feaſts out of the City,in a beautiful meadow, 


is1t to enjoy delights in a body ſound, and a fſpiric 
well purified ? Whar contentment to behold thoſe 


properly called E/yſum,wholy repleniſh'd with the 
choiceſt beauties ot nature, and all round about it 1s 
| crowned 


** When you approach (ſaith he) to this place you x,ac5an1 z. 
diſcover the walls, extended in leng:h,all built wich verar hin. 
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crowned with a great wood which plentifuily af- 


fordech ſhadow. They fit upon couches all compo- 


The reſur- 
rection 
proved 


moze then 


any other 
myliery. 


ſed of lowers, which never wither, and when they 
are at table , the winds take care to bring them all 
the moſt precious viands, except wine,whereof the 
have no need for there are trees of Chryſtal whic 
bear fruits made as glaſſes, and ſuch cups as we uſe, 
and ſo of:en as they gather thermo, they find them fil- 
led with a pleaſant liquour. 

Mean while Nightingales, Linnets, Gold-finches 
and Bunting flic over their heads, and having wan- 
ronly thrown flowers on the table, which they had 
gathered in the next meadows, make them admira- 
ble muſick. The clouds alſo ſwoln with vapours , 
drawn from thoſe fragrant fountains, afford a little 
dew for them to bathe in and recreate themſclves. 
Laſtly, that which is very commendable among 
them,js, they have two fountains,one of joy, the 0- 
ther of laughter, which being once taſted, they be- 
come imp-netrable to all ſorrow. 

Behold all a curious wit may do,to deſcribe a life 
truly contented. We know there is nothing of all 
this in Paradiſe , but we are not likewiſe ignorant 
there is more then all this,and that whoſoever might 
bave the favour onely one hour to be with the ſun 
and ſtars, ſhould there find fo brave fights, that all 
theſe dalliances of wit fo gaily ſet out by this mag, 
would ſeem to him no berter then the ſlight verdure 
of cottage land-skips, hanged out of the windows , 
in compariſon of che tuilleries. 

The bleſſed ſhall have the pleaſure of eyes in the 
aſpe& of the humanity of our Saviour, ot the moſt 
holy Virgin, of ſo many bodies more luſtrous then 
the ſun, of ſo many beauties which ſhall never ceaſe 
to. be beauties. The recreation of ears inthe motrets 
and canticles of trinmph, which ſhall be ſuns to the 
praiſe of the ever to be adered Trinity. The con- 
etentment of ſmel in the good odour which ſhal pro. 
ceed from glorified fleſh. The exerciſe of taſt, not in 


Of Sovereign Flappineſs: 


which may advance him to ſome high eſteem, ard 
bring him ſtore of wealth , or who ſuddenly,and af- 
ter many years, meeteth a dear friend whom he 
thought long ſince dead:The ſoul ſometimes is ſo ſei- 
zed with joy,that the body is no longer able to bear 
it,and remains overwhelmed ,as it were, under roſcs, 


We know what happened to the good old man "T7" 


Diagoras, {0 famous in hiſtories, which tell us, thar 
in an aſſembly of Olympike games (the Theater of 


10 all Greece) he baving ſeen three of his ſohs publickly 


crowned by the Magiſtrate,rook at firſt great com- 
fort therein, which mulciplied in his hearr, as lighic 
by the break of day. Bur ſo ſoon as theſe three 
young men came near to embrace him, ard had all 
joyntly put their Crowns on his head,the good man 


ſheading tears for joy, ſaid : 


Children, I am nit to flic to heaven, yet have con- 
cluded all my joys on earth, ſeeing you to day all three 
together crowned in the boſom of glory, aud the fall ac- 


20 compliſhment of my wiſhes. It us time to die, fixce life 


can adde nothing to my happineſs. 

And ſaying theſe or the like words, he was ſo in- 
tranced with the conſideration of good fortune, that 
he died in the place. 
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Plutarci. 
An honourable Lady of thelfland of Naxos,named ye car. 
Polycrite , was touched with the like paſſion which mutie:- 


took away ber life, not bereaving her of glory. For 


the hiſtory ſaith, her City being beſieged by the Xy- 
threcgs, & menaced with all the calamities might be 


30 expected from a liege,ſhe was intreated bythe prime 


men thereof, to undertake an Embaſſage for the pa- 
cifying of troubles, which ſhe willingly did, and be- 
ins one of the molt beautifull women of her time, 
and a very good Oratreſs, ſhe bad ſo much power 
upon the Prince Dicgnetes, the general in this ſiege, 
that ſhe diſpoſed his heart to what ſhe pleaſed. In 
ſuch ſort, that going forth in the fear and confuſion 
of all the people, ſhe returned with peace ard afſſu- 
rarce of quiet, which made them all to come out to 


wine or viands, but in a ſubtle humour wherewith 4® receive her at the City gates with loud acclamations, 


the palate ſhall be perpetually moiſtned, by reaſon of 
the noble temperature of body. The ſatisfaction of 
toueh in converſation with celeſtial bodies. All this 
may in ſome ſort be conceived by the figure we have 
here preſented. Bur the joy of God, and the eſfenti- 

al beatitude, whereof I ſpeak in the diſcourſe, can. 

nor fal under our ſenſe.Yet we mayimagine the ſenſe 
of joy a man hath,who unexpeRedly goeth out of a 
redious and painful impriſonment, or he who pre. 
vails in a great and deſperate ſuit, or who enjoys a 
love infinitely affe&ted,and ſees himſelftied by chaſ 
marriage to a wife a thouſand times deſired; or who 
is raiſed to ſome great office and eminent dignity, 
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THE PROPHANE COURT. 


| 
That we muſt not deny our bodies the benefit of 


time, fince they muſt periſh. 


X E may truly ſay,there is not any myſte- 

| ry in all our faith, which God hath plca- 
ſed to teach and prove unto us more 
effetually, then the reſurretion, For, it being 
ſufficiencly averred, that our ſalvation conſiſteth in 
the knowledge of three pos Articles, which 


are,that of the Trinity, of the incarnation with its 


=  —— 


ſome throwing flowers, other Crowns, and all ren- 
dring thanks to her as their, Sovereign Preſervereſs. 
She apprehended fo much joy therewith, that in the 
very inftant,ſhe expired in her honours, af the City 
gate,and in ſtead of being carried to the throne, was 
brought to ber romb with the infinite ſorrow of all 
her countrey. 1 leave you to think, if humane com- 
forts have ſuch force, what will the great joy of 
God be for theſe unheard-of ſpeacles, theſe con- 
tinual triumphs and inexhauſtible ſources. Muſt we 
not ſay, we ſhould there every moment leave our 
ſouls in the height of pleaſure, were not the happi- 
neſs of it conjoyned to immortality ? 
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THE HOLY COURT. 
That we muſt uſe-our bodies as the Tem- 
ples of God, fince they muſt riſe again, 


extenſion made tothe Sacrament of the Altar, and 
of the Reſurreion,although they be all of like ne- 
ceſſity, yet it ſeems God diſpoſing himſelf more te 
our ends then his own, hath more abundantly ex- 
plained himſelſin this laſt myſtery, which molt con- 
cerneth our peculiar profit. 1t is very true, that tor 
the doctrine of the Trinity,the Incarnation,and the 

KkK Sacrament 


2.42 XX, MANIM, Of Reſrurrefon, Part, 2, 

Sacrament of the Aliar he was contented to give us renounced the bleſsings of the other life, as by pub. 
ſome figures of them in old: Teſtament, not fally lick protcſion, cauling it to be engraven on their 
ſewing the effeRs: but for theReſurre&ion,he was tombs, - So did irq wy the moſt infamous of 
pleaſed to eftibliſhir even before his coming into the men, whoſe epitaph Ariſtotle having read,faid, It 
world, really and aRually, by raiſing many dead by was more fit for a hog,then a King, Vid & of 
the merits of Elias ard Elizens,as welearn in the £0 did that wretched woman ot Breſs,whoſe mo. :+: view 
Li!lory of Kings, Itis well enough known, that ha- nument is yet to be ſeen in antiquities,cauling to benhbil ceded 
vin? a{ffordedto the Ancients very obſcure know- {et over her aſhes : That after the drath of her has- 
I:Cges of the Trinity,and Incarnation, for the Re- Gand ſhe had beey neither Widdow nr wifecand that her 
{urreRion alone he made the law ofnature,the Mo- 10 hoxſe ſerved on!y for a ſnare to loves, Otherwiſe that Nivil un- 
{zical,che order of the world,the form of Common. anring life ſhe never believed any thing but life.So did ?,,.. '- 
wealths,and the Eyangel.cal law to ſpeak fo intelli- one ?alia, who cauſed alſo to beinſcribed over her qd mr- 
gibly, that he could ſpeak nothing more perſpicu- bones : That ſhe bad lived 27 years without commit- -* wh 
ouſly. | ting any fin,but by refiguing her ſelf to death, formual, 

£1913 Inthe law of nature TI underſtand the chief Secre- But on the contrary , you obſerve ſome ofthe 

A tary of the world, 7ob,who crieth out on the dunghil Gentiles, who profeſſed the happineſs of the ſoulin 


> m nwif I know wy Redeemer livath,ana that at the laſt day of 
* erg the world I mnft riſe again from the earth,and ſhall [ee 
returns God in mize Wn fliſh . that [ hall [ee my ſelf in per- 
ſum, Cc, 


yn. 69 ge hope 1 keep as a pledg in my boſom. A man who li- 


ved about three thouſand years ago betore al books 
all DoRours, & all ſchools,ro ſpeak in fo clear terms 

ſo preſsins, ſo peremptory,is it not a prodigy ? 
In the Afoſaical law, belides formal paſſages in the 
Eee £9 4 prophet Ezechicl: / will oven yerrr tombs, and will take 
Poe you from your ſepulchers; beſides the generous confel- 
fre, & e- {jon of the Afacchabees,we have in the Pentateuch a 
| paſſage alledged for proof of the refurreQion by 


CUCAM 1105 
de ſepmichrts 
veſts. 
krech 33+ Qught to be held,as an argument neceſſary and in- 


Macch.:. . 


Marth, zz, Vincible, 1t is ſo many times ſaid, The Ge of Abra- 


D. T1». ham,1/azc,and Jacch ; Now hes not the God of 

Capo! =—. the dead, but of the living,and therefore needs muſt 

75. theſe patriarchs be living, not only in the immorta« 
lity of their ſouls, for che ſoul makes not a man en- 
tire, but to future Reſurre&tion., 

Tertsl.1, de In the order of the wo-1d, we have the new birth 


Re-ur.C-12 of ſtars, days, ſeaſons, planets, of birds, who make a 


anct3.Gre 
Mar.14, 
mor.c.19. which the holy Fathers enlarge! with much elo- 
egnle Ex. querce. In the form of Common-wealths aud poli- 
Aacar. Cy Of the univerſe,we obſerve the great care allNa- 
hom. 5. 4e tons, the moſt barbarous, have had of the burial of 
Re:ur. — 
Nil.Ora. z. bodies, not to have been but through an inſtin&t and 
de Paſca. eſtimation of the relurrection. Which the chief men 
Eoin Gentiliſm have publickly and notably p-ofeſſed. 
And although they bad very weak knowledge of 0- 
ther myſteries of our faith , and ſpake ofit with 


the other life, and the reſurretion even on their 
tombs. Weat this day read in Rome the Epitaph of 7" <=!»6- 
Lucius and Flavins, two friends, who witneſled , 1; 


adeſt, 


fon and that my yes hall behold him, and no other, 20 T hey would have but one gFave on earth, ſince theiy Vt in dis 


[onls make but one in Heaven, And that of Anlns ugly 
Egnatins who maketh mention, That all his life- t facilins 
time he learned —_— , but to live and dy , from 05 
whence he now dcriveth the joys of beatitude, And © © 
that of Felicianns, who having led a folitary life ; 
faich, He did ſo to riſe again with the more facility, be- 

ing freed from trouble at the day of judgement. Where 

the Interpreters under this word Trowble, unders 

ſtand his wife. W hat voice of nature is this ? What 


the Son of God himſelf, which for this purpoſe 30 touch of God? What impreſsion of verity ? 


In the Evangelical law, belides the paſſages of S. - 
Afatthew 2.2. of S. Jchn5. of S. Paul 1.to the Co- 
rinthians15 the Saviour of the world remained four- 
ty days upon earth after his Reſurrection, that he 
might be ſeen, reviewed, touched, handled, and ma- 
nifeſted to more then five hundred people aſſembled 
together, as writeth S. Paxl in the tore-alledged 
place,of purpoſe molt deeply to ingratt the myſtery 
of Reſurrection in the hearts of the faithtul. 


' perpetual image of the reſurrection in the wor!d,on 40 2. And as for that which concerneth reaſon, this 


belief was acknowledged to be ſo plauſible and con- 
form to humane underſtanding , that never hath 
there been any who doubted it, were it not ſome 
hereticks , furious; infamous and devilliſh, as the 


. GnoſticksCarpoeratians, Priſcillianiſts, Bardeſanites, 


Albigenſes, & ſuch like enemies of God and nature, 
or Fpicares and Libertines who finding themſelves 
Suilty of many crimes have rather deſired not to be 
perſwaded of the end of ſouls and bodies, to bury 


much obſcurity. in ihe point of ReſurreRion , go their puniſhments with their life, For which cauſe 


they unfolded themſelves moſt diſtintly and ex- 
preſly. 

Adercurins vt np. 4 the firſt chapter of P;- 
mander allureth us ot the Reſarretion of bodies, as 
a thing infallible, The great Athewagoras ſheweth, it 
was the doctrine of Pythegoras and Plato, the two 
firit lights of Philoſophy. And verily we have alſo the 
writings of P/4to,which witneſs, the wicked ſhall be + 
judged, and condemned to hell in body and ſoul , a 


they tramed groſs and ſenſual reaſons touching this 
trath,unworthily blaſpherzing that which their car- 
nal ſpirit could not comprehend. 

W hat impoſſibility ſhould there be in reſurre- 
Rion to an omnipotent hand ? We muſt neceſſarily 
ſay it. comes eicher from matter or form,the final ar 
efficient cauſc.It cannot come from matcer ſince our 
bodics being conſumed by death the firſt matter fil 
remaineth,and after a thing is orice created, never is 


Reaſon of 
r o{fibility, 


paſſage alledged by S. Z«ftine in the tenth of his 60 it meerly reduced into nothing. Shall it be ſaid char 


Common-wealth, and which is more ,this ſingular 
man to win us to this beliet, hath couched a very no- 


2 
may 7 . . . : 
3= » .tableaxiominhis Pheden, where he faith, thar all , 


—_ 


| &- . . "- * . , 
# #.* whichis living in the world, comes from ſomething 
T$J/S@- : . 
= dead. Democritus,who was(as Hirpocr ates affirmeth) 
3 


Pac Oneof the wiſelt menin the world, wiſhed the bodie 
" . 1 . ? . 
Phxdon, Of the dead ſhould be honourably uſed in refpeR of 
4197-— refurretion, which Pliny could nut diſſemble. Pho- 

C.SS. : . . . . 
e/lides ſaid the ſame in verſes, written, as with the 


God who made thee of nothing cannot make thee 
again of the remanders of matter, and that he hath 
leſs power oyer duſt then over nothing? 

The philoſopher Heraclirrs ſaith, birth is a river, 
which never dries up,becauſe nature is in the world 
as a workman in his ſhop,who with ſoft clay makes 
and unmakes what he liſt. Think we the God of na- 
ture cannot have the like power over our fleſh, that 
nature hath over the worlds? 


raysof the Sun, Nay, if we would conſult with the @ Proceeds the impediment from form 7 It cannot, 


tombs of the dead, we ſhall find, there bath not been 
any bur-fome wicked and irregular ſpirits, who have 


ſince the ſoul, which is the form of body, remain- 
ethincorruprible, and hath a very ſtrong inclinati- 


tion 


Part 3. RR, 


Levin.l. *. tion tO its re-uhion. Proceeds it from the end ? No, 
de mirat+ ſince ReſurreRion is ſo the end of man, that with» 
out it he cannot obtain beatitude for which he is 
created , perfect _ being not onely the good 
of the ſoul, bur of the whole man. 

Will then impediment ariſe from the efficient 
cauſe ? And is it not anindignity to deny to the $0- 
vereign power of God the reitauration of a body 
he made,being we daily ſee ſo many wonders 1n na- 
ture whereof we can yield no reaſon ? 

Why doth a liquor extracted from hearbs by a 
certain diftillation never corrupt ? Why is water ſe- 
ven times purged, not ſubje& to corruption ? Why 
doth amber draw a ſtraw along, which other met. 
 rals repel ? Why do the lees of wine powred to the 

root of vines make them fruitful ? How with ſo baſe 
ingredients are ſo goodly and admirable glaſſes 
made ? Why do men by the help of a fornace and a 
limbeck, daily make ot dead and putritied things ſo 
wonderous eſſences ? What proſtitution of under- 
ſtanding, to think that the great ArchiteR, having 
made our bodies to paſs through this great fornace 
of the world, and through all the ſearces his divine 
providence ordainethi, cinnot render them more 
beautiful and reſplendent then ever ? What ſhould 
hinder him? Length of time ? There is no preſcrip- 
tion for him?Mulacude of men? That no more trou- 
bles him chen millions of waves do the Ocean, ſince 
all Nations before him are but one drop of dew, 


The condition of glorious bodies. 


Onſider 1 pray,the ſtate of glorified bodies,and 
obſerve, that chere commonly are four things 
irkſome to a mortal body , forrow, weight, weak- 
neſs,and deformity.Thele tour ſcourges ofour more 
rality ſhall ceaſe in the Reſurrection, being baniſh. 
ed by gifts quite contrary to their defefts. We may 
truly lay, among the miſeries of body, there is nor 
almoſt any comparable to pains and maladies, which 
are in number ſo divers , in- their continuance 
ſo tedious,in their impreſſions ſo ſharp,thart it is nor 
without reaſon an Ancient ſaid, health was the chiet 
of Divinities, and an incomparable bleſſing. For 
| whar is a ſoul, inforced perpetually to inhabir a ſick- 
ly body, bura Queenin a tottering & ruinous houſe, 
bur a bird of Paradiſe in an evil cage,and an Intelli- 
gence tied to attend on a ſick man? As the body ve- 
ry ſound ſerves the ſoui for a houſe of pleaſure, fo 
that which is continually crazy,is a perpetual priſon. 
Now obſerve, that againſt rhe encounters of all 
ſorts of pains and maladies, God communicateth 
ro glorified bodies the chief gift, which 1s impaſſi- 
bility, wherewith they ſhall be exempr, not onely 
Apoc. 21, from death, but from hunger, thirſt, infirmities, and 


12-18% all the diſeaſes of this frail and momentary life, O 


Wonders 


of nature. 


»:2 ls God,what a favour is the bariſhment from fo man 
chrymam ab 1 1 
<irymen © ſtones, gravels, gouts, nephrericks,collicks ſciaticks, 


,»», &, from ſo many pains of teeth, head, heart, fo many 
Vaies. plagues, and ſundry ſymptoms of maladies, which 
pany oe at&t a humane body, 

This good, if maturely weighed, will be thoughe 
very great, by ſuch as lave ſore experience of the 
incommodities of this life, Add alſo thereunto a ſin- 
gular Theological reaſon, that this gift ſhall noc be 
in us by a ſimple privation , as the non-eſlence 
which the Epicureans imagined, but by a flouriſhing 
quality communicated by God to our bodies, and 
which ſhal have the force to exclude all whatſoever 
is contrary and painful, onely admitting the ſweer 


ſit:ont neque 
percntier as 
«#Hi«s, 


Ser. in +. orher things plealing to ſence. Note I ſay, quality, 


- daiſtioat 


49.913, for lam not ignorant, Divines diſpute concerning 


MAXIM. 


Of Reſurreftion, 443 
the true cauſe of the impaſlibility of a glorified ho- Durand. 
dy, and that fome place it in a virtue and externaj%'5 4+ % 
protetion which God will give them to ſtay the ef. 
tet of hilrttull cauſes. In ſuch wiſe,that according to , 

the opinion 'of thoſe Dottours , glorious bodies 

ſhall be impaſlible as were the three Children in the 

fornace of Babylon, not that their bodies were im. 
penetrable to tire, but becauſe God hindred the a. 

tion of flames on their bodies, But 1 had/racher 


toſay with S. Thomas, it is done by a quality internal. part. q 


and- adherent to the bodies of the bleſſed, Becauſe 97 3*t- 1 
this manner, beſides thar it is ſweet,eafie, and ſuira- opt « 
ble to the magnificence of God, is more noble,more 
natural, and nearer approaching to the condition 
of celeſtial bodies. 

Againſt the ſecond incommodity of mortal body, 
which is terreſtrial weight, we ſhall haye ſubcility, a 
gift much to be defired, and which alſo oppoſeth the 
beaſtlineſs and ſtupidity, that inſenſibly cauſe aver- 


20 ſion in reaſonable and intelleRual nature, We can- Deneſeen. 


not be ignorant, that many Divines place this ſubtj. 14:9 *<<- 
liry of glorious bodies in a yertue they ſhall have,to and Can 
penetrate the moſt maſſy obje&s, not bruiſing or #41 15: 
breaking them, like a ſpirit, and that it were an er- ws: 
rour cither to fay it were impoſſible ro the divine mo. 
power,or was 110t done by ourSaviour when he came 

out ot his mothers womb, or when he encred into 

the chamber. Notwithſtanding, I think this penetra- 

tion of bodies ſhould be judged as extraordinary to 


30a bleſſed body, without having any neceſſary depen- ,,,,..4 i; 


derce of its condition, But ] had rather believe with 4. 9.44. 9. 
S. Thomas, Doctor Durexdss,and the Roway Cate. 3: 27%" 
chiſm, thar this gift of ſubtility, whereof queſtion is x a. ,a0d 
here made,conliitech in a great vigour of ſence,pro- 5-% 33 2+ 
ceeding from a perfect dilpoſition of organs, and a* 
renderneſs of ſpirits, and beſides in an entire ſubje- 

Rion and admirable pliantneſs of the body to the 

ſoul, and of apperites to reaſon , a matter which 1 e. 

ſteem more then the penetrationof Semiramu'swals. 


4© The third blemuſh otour bodies, which is weakneſs 


and infirmity ſhall be excluded by the grace, force, 
and agility, which will bring to paſs that the bleſſed 
may g0 from one place to another, not by a {imple 
abiliry and equality of the motion of ſteps and going 
forward, bur an impetuouſneſs, as would be thar of 
an e:gle,who ſhould fall upon her prey,or of an ar. 
row ſhot by a ſtrong hand, according to S. Angyſtines hug: 1.114 
opinion. Doctor Scorx thinks this agility will pro« Tl *&* 


ultim. 


ceed from the force of th e ſoul, with ſubitraction of vis wer 


50 weight, which ſhall at that time be taken away from /* 


YO11NGS 


the body in this ſtate ofimmortality, Others think, *,; & cr- 

this weight ſhall onely be ſuſpended and interdied i 

in irs effe&, not for ever, bur tor the ſpace the bleſſed on 

ſhall deſire, who befides this admirable lightneſs , > Domme 

ſhall have great and ſprightly forces. þ warmer 
Laſtly, the ſourth accident of this mortal and cor- ve. 

ruptible ſtate, is deformity, which hath ſometimes 

been fo troubleſom to many ſouls little courageous, 


& preatly taichlefs, that there have been ſuchfound in 


60 Paganancaquity, whovoluniarilydeprivedthemicives 


of life;tobe delivered from the ſhame ard grief they 

conceived to be born ina body notably detormed. 
Beauty,although ir be often decricd,fince it began 

to ſerve for a bait,and to bean inſtrument to fin.yer Of >cauty- 

it muſt he confeſſed, when it contraRech good alli- 

ance with the ſpirit and virtue, namely, that of cha- 

ftiry,it hath qualities ſo lovely ,& excellencies ſo no- 

ble, charwichout arms or guards it exerciſech power 6@vy 

even over the hearts of Monarchs, Zeyo ſaid, grace /y9I;, 


impreſſions of light, colours, melodies,odours, and 70 of body was a Poice of flower, and a flower of voice ; Kei dv 


voice of flower, becauſe itdraweth amityto it,as the 3@- ga- 
flower of a garden, not crying ont nor tormenting yis. 
KKK 2 \t 


XX. 


it ſelf. a flower of voice, becauſe it is one of the moſt 
flowery eloquences among the attractives of nature, 
Earthly ſovercigntics often employ the whole ex- 
rent of their power, to make themſelves beloved,yet 
never attain it, but this as the rays of the ſun, not 
breaking either gate or window, gets entrance tor 1t 
ſelf in humane heart, and not alledging any other 
reaſon, nor affording patience of relolucion, tranl- 
porceth a ſoul, which lives more in that it loveth, 
then in that it an:mateth, And yer what is temporal 
beauty but a tranſirory charm,an illuſion of ſenſes,a 
voluntary impoſture, a ſlave of pleaſure, a flower 
which hath but a moment of life, a dyal on which we 
never look, but whileſt the ſun ſhines on it? What is 
humane beauty bur a dunghil covered with ſnow, a 
glaſs painted with falſe colours, a prey pu: ſued by 
many dogs,a dangerous Hoſteſs in a frail houſe,a ſu- 
gered fruit in a feaſt which ſome dare not touch for 
reſpe&R,and others gormandize through ſenſuality? 


444 


Go,trult ſo fading a good : Go, betake you to fo 2 


unhappy a ſnare : Go, ty your contentments to ſo 
{lippery a knot. What elſc will happen unto you but 
ro court a fantaſie, which looſening your hold, will 
leave you nothing bnt the ſorrow ot your ilJuſions? 
If beauties mult be loved, let us love them in the 
ſlate wherein they ſhall never ceaſe to be beauties : 
let us lore them in the glory of their reſurrection , 
where they ſhall be placed asQs. in their thrones. 
Durazd. in The beauty of glorified bodies(faith Daraxdss the 


4.4443 Hivine) confiſteth inthree things, Hirſt, in a pure 30 


and reſplendent colour,conjoyned to a moſt perfect 
and diſtin& proportion of all members, without the 
{eaſt blemiſh or defeR.able to give the leaſtaverſion, 
Secondly,in a ſingular ſmoothneſs,as would be that 
of a mirrour,receving theSun beams direQly.Third- 
ly,in an interiour light, which, as other Doctours 
with a general conſent do add, will diffuſe it ſelf 
over the body with an incomparable luſtre,if it hap- 
pennot that the bleſſed to manifeſt themſelves to 


feeble and mortal eyes ſay the courſe of the rays of 40 


Slory, as did our Saviour in the conference he had 
Daviel 12+ with the two pilgrims of Emags. 


—— O Beauties which never tarniſh ! O lights which 
gebwn 1a» KNOW not what itis to be eclipſed! O houſe of God! 


| "LY O Temple of peace!When will the great day come, 
me &c. Which ſhall deveſt us from all we have mortal,to pur 
Mar. 13- US$1nto the boſom of immortality?But we mult con- 
_— fels, that amons all the conſiderations may be ad 
ſe i» 7e;x0 upon this ſubje&, we have not any more pleaſant or 
Parr : effectual, then the triumphant Reſurrection of our 
Saviour, which is the root and hope of ours.If we de- 
fire to ſweeten the acerbities of life,. and to re- 
pleniſh our hearts with the antepaſt of gur immortia- 
lity, let us make a perpe:ual Paſch in our ſouls, and 
refle& on our 7eſ#s, our Phenix, who goeth out of 


his ſepulcher on the day of his triumphs. 
That the Reſurreion of Jeſus Chriſt, 7 the 


foundation of- ours, and we muſt behold hs 


ſweetns(s and vlort's as the ſources of otir e- 60 


ternity 


—_—_— > N Ature, which is an expreſsion of Divine under 

lighteth in } WV ſtanding, is never ſo great and admirable. as in 

con!:rarie- oy 8e* . | : T . 
contrarieties, & it ſcems ſhe takes delight to derive 


S, 
Piſcordavt the goodlieft karmonies of the world' from certain 
accords © diſagreeing accords, Weadmire contrary motions in 

'the heavens, which compoſe an eternal peace :1n the 
air,{ bird which takes life from death,& the beauty 
of her plumage from a tomb of aſhes : On earth, 
bees bred in the throat of a dead Lion, that find life 


in a favour able to kill them: In the ſea,a tiſh named 


MAXIM, 


ning flaſh,which appearedin the tace of the Angel, 


Of Reſurrefion, Part.'g; 

the boly f/,which as hiſtories ſay,taking its original dens 

in the Kingdom of tempeſts, fails nor to createa calm 

by its preſence : And among fountains; we cannor 

ſufficientlywonder atthe water of Dodoxe,into wa  _ 

torch falling,is pur out, and coming forth is lighted. hor 
?eſus, authour of nature, beareth all theſe miracles and $ol- 

in his own perſon, ro make a miracle in our hearts , ** 

and to draw them out of the duſt and darkneſs from 

which he freed our bodies. Heis the great heaven, 


10 which by motions of his life holily concrais , unani- 


mouſly divers, and harmoniouſly diſagreeing, hath 

made the accords of the Church militant and tri- Mirarles 
umphanr. Heis the Bird of the Eaſt, whereot 1/aizh dr cog 
ſpeaketh, which glorifieth his comb, and quicknerh «us. 

his death,to (lay ours. He is the Bee of the celeſtial 1-46 rt: 
Father,which from allEternity having his hive in the 
heart ot his Father,foareth-into the region ot death, 
to fit upon dying flowers which took away his life, 
and put himinto the throat of a lioneſs, of a death 
which devouring all 1sdevoured it ſelf, as faith the 
Apoſtle : and from this gulf which yielded nothing, 
iſluetha life to be the ſeed of all lives. It is rhe N1- 
vine fiſh of the Sybills , ſacred by ſo many titles , 
to conſecrate all intelligent nature, which after 
the rage of ſo turbulent a paſsion, makes a great 
calm in the world, which he eltabliſheth by his fall , 
quickeneth by his death, waſherh by his bloud, and 
glorifieth by his rorments, He is the torch which en- 
cred dead into the river of Cecyt#s , whereof holy 
7b ſpeaketh, and came out lighted and all envi- 
roned with flames of a triumphant glory. 

Ler us then ſay that God, who by his providence jeu en- 

and by a ſingular predeſtination,governeth the Rategreeth into 
of intelle&ualcreatures in all perte# height and ac- Þ* 319 _ 
compliſhment of beatitude,hath ſo tied glory tome- - As 
rit,and merit to glory, that he wou!d not glorify the 
Angels, withour giving them ſome moment of a 
waytaring life & ſome exerciſe of meritorious afti- 
ons,to obtain the crown and conſummarion of felici- 
ty. And conſequently to the ſame purpoſe, it is very 
true the moſt holy humanity of the worlds Saviour 
from the firſt inſtant of his beginning, was inſepa- 
rably unitedto the Divinity,but not ro be the lights S#peotion 
and actual ſplendours which were inceſſantly to gjory in 
ſpring from this ineffable union of the Word to the te body 
fleſh. The Father ordained,and the ſon for our love 2,22 *® 
received and freely accepted a ſuſpenſion of the 
light of glory, for the ſpace of three & thirty years. 
And although he had the foundation and root in 
himſelf the exerciſe of it was ſaid, and propoſed to 
him in the end of his race, as the retompence of his 
painful life, and unſpeakable dolours of his death. 

He naturally delired the glory of bis body, as our 
ſoul ſticking in fleſh and bloud, vehemently covers a 
tull liberty of its intellectual functions , and behold 
here in this myſtery, kis deſire is accompliſhed, and 
this humanity darkened by the ſpace of a long night 
of life, hidden and buried inthe obſcurity of anis- 
nomintous death, cometh from it as the <un out of 
a cloud, and makes a transfuſion of himſelf into the 
boſom of ineffable lights, which iſſue from the San- 
ctuary of the moſt holy Trinity In ſuch ſort, that it 
is a ſecond birth of the molt ſacred humanity, which 
being bornto the communication of divine ſubſi- 
ftence, is here horn to glory. 


5. Now obſerye, if you pleaſe, that as the light. prices 'of 


plendour 
meſſenger of the reſurreQion, hath three proper- * 5e16- 


; a : ſurcettion 
ties, the firſt is, that itis a ſubtle part of inflamed ele- of our $a. 


3 Cor. 15. 


Job 21.53. 


o ments, the ſecond, that it is endowed with a ſplen. viour 


dour and ſparkling, whictrdazleth humane eyes,the 
third, that it goes from one pole to another with an 


exiream 


Part. 3. 


Flos dele- extream vivacity,and a ſhril ſound , So three things 
mann * areobſervable in the glory, which our Saviour cn- 
derciarwm tertained in his Reſurrection : firſt, that this body 
& "ir; £aken from the clay of Adam and matter of ele. 
wn Auguft, Ments, became in an inſtant wholly inveſted in ſweer 
Howl." and honourable flames of divinity , {econdiy,that he 
<2's appeared with an, admirable beauty, which made, 
A Rewar- thar S. Ar-g:ift. xe gave him this title : The flower of 


| : | 
_— pleaſures,and the moſt prrified pleaſure of all delights, 
T [almas 
_ 4 of this great name, which went from the Fatt to the 
qu4 d 


112 12i- Welt ,- from the South to the North , filling the 
ms it. world with his wonders. 

2 ess bt ſeems, this was divinely propheſied in the 29, 
4 icr744 Talm,which beareth a title very remarkable. ir is a 
Dew"; Plalm ſung by Davia to the Aeſſias, on the day 
when hi laxd was reſtored to him, to wit, his bod 


veg n4vil ae 
corem ind» 


ws of, &* was rejoyned to his ſoul in the poſſeſſion of glory, 


The trium- 
phant g19- 
ny of the 
keluric- 
tion. 
Emill 


and theretore he faith according to the paraphraſe : 


nal Empire, and a ſapream IMeonarchy in hi mili. 
| tant and triumphant Charch : 1t ion this day he cl:a. 
home te thed himſelf With a body endowrd with a flouriſhing 
diem Pa : ; $4" 4, 

che. beauty, with beauty he took, an invincible force which 
(4) «£7 bath penetrated even into hell,as divinely faith(a) Enu- 


na nox mſe 


Men Jebirs Emiſſenxs. The eternal nights of hell have 
fo 4eſcen- been viſited by the rays of God, plants and clamours 
zene 7e- | ceaſed, direfull chains fell off, executioners were a- 


lenduit, ſe- ; 
T {vide Mazed, and che whole habication condemned to e- 


le lvgent ternal pains, ſhook under the feet of this admirable 39 a houſe, which he had long time deſigned to be raiſed 


» an » CG 


cen Conquerour. The Prophet purſueth (6) The ſeat of 
«2414 ce glory, (O Saviour) was prepared for thee from all eter- 
eeeret  nity,and th:reinto thou makoſt a vitlorions triumphant 


winuls : : 
damnaro- entry, after ſo great an inundation of ſufferings. All 
rum, XC. the Waves of perſecutions have roared over thy bead , 


b) Tarats l : _ 
£2, ina, and have buried thre in the acerbities of death. Huw 


&c. Ele. mth the more th:; ſea of paſsions immeaſurably ſwel- 
Vaverrnt : . 
led , ſo mu. h the more thon appeareaſ# reſplendent in 


flamina, ; . 

&c. Mwa the ſupream ewinency of thy glory and triumphr. 
bile; clatto : | 
nes marise : 4 « 
(c ) The 00 the effet of our Saviours glorification , which 
+ groin conſiiteth in repoſe and (tability, repreſented by the 
or rae Y . a . 

poſe of Je. Angel, which appeared at the reſurrection,fitring on 
ſus and a ſolid tone, This verily is the great day, which we 


leſs 1 he may call the myſtieal Sabbath , and the eternal re- 
ſiare of tu. Pole Of eſe. It is ſaid in the myſtery of thecreati- 
reſuried on, ( 4) that God reſted on the ſeventh dy, and ca- 
(4) cm ftirg his eye 0nall theſe great works, which he drew 


plevig-© Out of nothing , he thereupon took fatisf2ion in 
Deus; 4: z 


XX. MAXIM, 


the root of holy lvver,ohe third,conſiſteth in the tuſtre 10 otrenovation: To ſee theSea fo ſpacious in its EXtents, 


It is verily on this day our Saviour beginueth ax ete- 20 with their natural mulick, fo many fiſhes to ſwim in 


Of” Reſurreftion, 

nature, To ſeeGays and nights return into our hemi- 
ſphere at a time prefixed, to agree as brothers & (il- 
ters,to afford time one to another,8& to yield 1t,one 
inwinter,another in ſummer, with lo much integrity, 
that all therein goes in compaſs. To ſee the order of 
ſcaſons,a delicious ſpring-ride ſtrewed all over with 
flouriſhing beauties, a ſummer with harveſts, an Aus» 
tumn with 1ts fruits, and a winter,which is as the de. 
policoryo7 nature,dies to hve 2gain with the firſt rays 


aXs 


ſoter:ilein irs productions, ſo concladedin its limits; 
to ſee the flood and ebb of che Ocean, the tomb of 
curiolity the impertuous ſtream of rivers,the erernal 
veins of fountains, the height of mountains, the depth 
of valleys, the winding of hillocks, the wideneſs of 
hields: To ſee fo prodigious a quantity of crees,herbs, 
flowers,ſo curious in beauty jo wholſom in their u- 
tility,&ſo divers in their multiplicity: To ſee ſo ma- 
ny ſpeckled birds flying in the air, which they fill 


the chryſtal of waters,ſo itrange a variety of beaſts, 
armed ſome with horns, ſome with teeth, ſome with 
ſpurs, other with ſaws,many with paws: And laſtly 
man, who contracteth in himſelfe all the draughts 
and works of the divine hand, and epitomizeth the 
whole world in his perfetions, and bearerh the moſt 
animated character of the living Cod, Is it not true 
that God, caſting his eye on this, had a certain de- 
light therein,as the Matter of a family, when he ſees 


in one night entirely perte&t , throughly furniſhed, 
and in all kinds accommodated wich whatſoever 
concerns necellity and beauty ? | 5 foo 
Here raiſe your thoughts above all that is mortal of the 
and momentary :Imagine with your lelfthe ineffable b<2*t of 
joy of the heart of 7:/a,and the profound repoſe ky 
h:s ſpirit, when at the firſt inſtant of his reſurre&ion favr of 
he repreſented unto himſelf not creatures, elements, E552 


"129 > rection. 
plants, and a cor: upuble world, bur a world of wiſ- 


6. (c) Transfer your conſideration from thence 49 dom, underſtanding, love, beauty, force,and felicicy. 


A Church which was to take birth trom his blood, + 
life from his death, and ſpirit trom the moſt ſubtle ty nd, 4 
ſpirits of his heart. He then ſaw this Church as a ** yore 
great Temple divided into two parts, whereof one 4e:'s ar 
made the Quire,anosher the body , In the Quire he be day of 
beheld an infinice number of Angels, who chanted a prdeniaecs 
ſong of triumph in honour of Iis Victories. He faw 

in h:s1deathe numberof cheelet, whoſhould accom- 

pany the magniticent legions ot Intelligences, He ſaw 


Fon -», MS ſpirit, and impreſſed chem all as with the feal of $9 abour him thoſe ſacred firſt. truirs of ummortals , 


{-»m 44-4 18 app obation. To ſpeak according 70 our under. 
Jecerat - © ſtanding , it was an incomparable comforr to the 
& ſir: heart of the Sovereign Creacour , to brhold in fix 
= nw)” rays ſo.goodly a world, where before that time 
parrarar,c> TEIgned an huge jmag,nary vacum , accompaned 
ben:dixiz with a ſad horrour of darkneſs: and to confider 
= /#", how a Nothing in the handsof a great work-man 
fi-ava 4. WAS a mighty thing , having been as the ground of 
_ the greatneſs, and beaury of the univerſe. 


whom he very lately had taken our of Limbo, and 
himſelf he beheld in the fron: of ſo many clean and 
purified ſouls, rejoycing to bulie the earth in the 
memory of his triumphs, and to make heaven happy 
by his ſweer aſpects. 

He beheld himſelfas in a picture in that manner ..,, ,.,,, 
wherein S. Jobs preſenteth him in his \pocalyps, all at. c 
laden with crowns, clad in a white garment imbroj. # /**# 


ſeper enum 


dred with preciqus drops of his blood, which gave c5catams 


Genef 2.1 ” | l = 
The re'aii- What contentment to ſee a heaven diſtended as a 60 him a ſuſtre a thouſand times more honourable, then #4 &> 
_wy t<e Paviilion over all creatures, which already circum- that of diamonds and rubies , and after him an inh- .,,;. -.; 
TelUricceil- - 


on rothe VOlved with ſo mach impetuouſneſs, and beſides ro 
c:ca.ion. fee ir enameled with ſo grear a number of ſtars in 
rhe peaceable filence of the night, and in the day to 
{ce itenlighrned with a ſun, which is the viſible Image 
ofGod trviſhble,cheeye of rhe world, the light of na- 
ture,the treaſury of hea-,lighr.& influences, that ani- 
mare, illutrare,and quicken all the parts of this great 
work. To ſee a Moon to lerve for a ſun by night, fo 


conſtantin her inconſtancy,ſo regular in her increa- 70 his great Temple, and ſaw in magnificent idea's all 
the (tate of the Church militant, which is compared 
to the body of it,- ro wit to a ſhip, becauſe it 1s ſtill 

19 


ſing & wayninss.ſo meaſured in all her courle,to et. 
fetual and fruirful 1n che impreflions ſhe maketh on 


nite number of celeſtial Courtiers who waited on 444-244 
the triumph of his reſurre&ion. He heard acclamati- j777.5. 
tions which gave him the cicle of True and Faithful, ve a{e/fa 
voices of trumpets, of water, and thunder, which /7"5%"* 
ceaſed nor to reſound Allelujah. O whar a ſource of &poc. tg. 
joy did then gver-flow the breaſt of God, that trea- 
ſury of chaltYelights. 

From the Quire he caſt his eyes onthe body of 


4.4.5 
in the waves of this tzmpeſtuous ſea. He beheld ir 
with an eye of love & compaſſion, ſeeing by his ex- 
ample it increaſed by its loſſes, roſe in its ruines,and 
was glorified by perſecutions : and conſidered this 
lictle handful of Chriſtians,which multiplying, Age 
after Age,peopled Aſia, Emrope,& Affrica,and ſpred 
through the world known and unknown, taking for 
habitacion the ſame limſts the Sun hath in his courſe: 
he perceivedNations drenched in the darkneſs of ig- 
norance,which having no more of man then ſhape, 
were transformed at the firſt light of the Goſpel in. 
to a life wholy celeſtial-prophane Temples thrown 
down on their Gods, Idols broken in a thouſand 
pieces,dens of theeves, full of horrour, bloud&dark- 
neſs, purified by his docrine,& the very inftruments 
of tis dolours honoured and advanced on the top of 
Capitols.He beheld Churches erected on al ſides to 
his honour, Monarks and Queens who laid their 
Crowns and diadems at his feer,with praiſes, ſacri- 
fices, and eternal feaſts. 


On the other ſide he repreſented to himſelf ſo ma- he 


ny DoRours,knowing asOracles,& pure as Angels, 
who were to be the trumpets of hisglory : ſo many 
innocent Virgins who ſhould with an immortal cha- 
racer inſcribe on their bodies -the reſemblance of 
his own moſt ſacred purity: ſo many confeſſourswho 
haſten to engrave on the moſt hideous rocks of the 
deſart, the omnipotency of his name; the imi- 
tation of his ſaſts, watchings , abſtinencies , the 
image of his deifying converſation. And laſtly 
more then eleven mullions of Martyrs who defyed 
all torments, affronted executioners, braved death, 
and ſcored out with their bloud the boly pathes of 
their glory. 

7. I leave you to ponder that which never can 
Gracie, enough be thought on, the repoſe and comfort of 
«4c, the foul of eſws, when he beheld in his idea's the 
rrexie no Breat Kingdom which was to be brought forth in his 
fre probarie [cud & eltabliſhed in his reſurrection, And more- 
me pe over that his Kingdom ſhould be an eternal Empire, 
«degra: ille- Never admitting end,death,nor darknels. Humane 
72:7. Wiſdom being deſirous to be eſtabliſhed in Empires 
efficomur by vice, policy,& tyranny,found every-where icep- 
quetic! m*- ters of glaſs, crowns of yapours, and thrones of ice , 
vg aha which are broken ſcattered, and diſſolved into no- 
Marywn thing under the progreſs of timeand eye of the di. 
rnb DM vine providence: But the Empire of Fe/#:,which ta. 
rn, Kketh its beginning on earth & beareth its conqueſts 
e%: 4 into heaven, hath recommended his ſcepter to the 

Kingdom boſom oſeternity. 
of Jelus. O what atorrent of pleaſures flowed over the 
fair ſoul of our Sayiour in theſe conſiderations. Pain- 
cers naturally love their own workmanſhips, learned 
men their writings, Law-makers their politick In- 
ſtitutions, military men their viRories and tropheys. 
All men in the world have a ſenſible joy to ſee their 
deſigns brought to perfeRtion. F$9/omen even melted 
with comfortin conſideration of the accompliſhment 
of the Temple of Hieruſalem. 7«ftinian could not 
behold but with much tranſportation ot joy the 


XX, MAXIM. 


Of Reſurreflion, Part 4 


der the pavillion of-the eternal Majeſty , after «tri»: 
ſo many travels - and effuſion both of ſwear andne.. 
bloud, 13, 

8. Let us more and more ſertle our ſelyes in this jv <om- 
noble belief, which charmerh al anxieries of this life, fruir we 
ſweetneth all rigours, purifieth all intentions, anima- fouls de. 
teth all yirtues,and crowneth all merits. Courage he Ko 
(O Chriſtians!)an immorrtality,a reſurreion,an e. tection to 


ternal life, a life of God, is g1ined for thee by the © its 


tion of out 


10 pains, ſweats, and þbloud of Feſas , and he now inyi-. Saviour, 


reth thee into the ſociety and communion of this 
glory. What reſolution wilt thou take (O man of 
mud and mortar ? why doſt thou ſtill bow down to 
the earth, the beck whereof thou haſt briſtled with 
ſo many thorns by thy fins? It is not now ſaid un- 
to thee: Thou art duft ,and ſhalt retury into duſt; but Pulvi «, 
thou art putin mind ofimmortalicy, The rombes of © 7» 
Alexaxders and Ceſars, all ſprinckled over with lies ;,,, © 
and gildings,beaara HERB LYET H, but che | 
glorious ſepulcher of our Saviour, HE 1s NOT —_— 
HERE. - 
9. O Chriſtian, thou becomeſt the child of a good 
houſe, ifrhon canſt underſtand thy nobil.ty. How þ_. p 
magnificent, how happy art thou to enter into a glo- ;..,#. us 
ry, which is common unto thee with God ? "thy Orite,q- 
country is no longer on earth , ſorſake, forſake the 2, xg wa 
love of theſe ſleight cottages, theſe poor ant- hils, 1« ſpe 
which enthral ſo many ſpirits deveſted of thoſe di- '*** 
vine ſeeds which bud under generous breaſts. Be- 
hold the great globe all repleniſhed with ſtars and 
lights, which incloſeth within its extent all lands and 
ſeas ; the great houſe of God where are ſo many 
brave Intelligences, part of which are bufie in the 
praiſes of cheOmnipotent,others circumvolve ſtars, 
remaining infatigably diſpoſed to their imploy- 
ments.Thus is the Palace which God ha:h conquer- 
ed for thee, A goodly and flouriſhing company la- 
den with Crowns ſtretch out arms to thee,thou till 
haſt thine eye ;upon the petty trifles of this terre- 
ſtrial abode thereon to ſettle thy affeRtions, Enter, 
enter ( O faithful ſoul ) into the foulds and circuits 
of eternity, all years are for thee,all Ages are open 
to thee, all the greatneſs of heaven ( if thou wilt be 
loyal to thy Maſter ) is in thine own hand." 
O when will that goodly day come, which ſhall 
reltore thee thy body to render it to God, thy body 
no longer a mals of trail, ponderous and periſhable 
earth, but ag immortal, agile, and incorruptible bo. 
dy, priviledged with favours and gilded with bright 


o {plendours of the body of 7eſas. Raiſe thy ſelf, fairh- 


tul ſoul,in the ſufferings and travels of this life, yeild 
nor to temptations and perſecutions , which will 
ſnatch our of thy hand ſo advantageous a crown. All 
the pomp of this world, all this hfe, yea all which 
here pleaſeth and diſtraRteth hearts, is but a poor 
preludium of the great at of mexplicable content. 
ment which paſſerh in eternity. | 

O man, fon baſt heretofore been a littleinfant 
in thy mothers womb amongſt bloud ard ordure,in. 
volved in thin sking, {wadled in clouts and ſwath. 


Church of S. Sophy he had built, Conftantine had ©® bands which nature gave thee, thou waſt beld in th& 


moſt pleaſing dreams concerning the City of Cex- 
Luc 16.41. tantinople, which was as his creature. *And what is 
Inipf« were al] this but Chymera's in compariſon of the great 
gr ng work of the Church performed by the refurrection 
ſanto Of the worlds Saviour. Have not we cauſe to ſay,It is 
trgreder® to thee, O ?eſwe, it is to thee, the joys of the holy 
1.7 equiems Lu | os ? 
ts & «rc Spirit do appertain : Joys pure, celeltial, divine, di- 
ſan&ifice- (tilled from the heart of God, who is the heart of 
on jo ELernal AmitiEs. 
dicir ſviri- great a tumult of wars and battels. Iris time 


quiehon a ( ſaith rhe Spirit of God ) thou reſt thy Ark un- 


to prepare thee for this world, for this life, where 
thou now breatheft air with all liberty ; know thus 
worldis a ſecond womb in compariſon of heaven. 
Thou art yet in priſon, in obſcurity, in ferters, rill 
the coming of the great day, © whercin God 
ſha!l give thee a new body, a glorious body,a ſpirt- 
tual body, | 

With theſe hopes the mother of the young Afac- 


Enter into repoſe after ſo ,,. chabces ſawrhe members ofher children hewed and 
cut inpieces under the bloudy ſword of perſecution, 
With this hope holy Anchorers filled the defarrs 

with 


Part, 3, 


with their tears,walkd on ſcorchingſands,trampled 
dragons under toot, ſtifled the concupiſcences of 
fleſh in ſnows and thorns ; with this hope Martyrs 
facrificed theſelves in as many torments as they had 
members. They preached oacroſl23,ſang in flames , 
criumphed on wheels,and to meric this glory, thou 
wilt not reſolve to forſake that company, which hats 
robbed thee of thy heart,and diſhonoured the cha- 
rater of thy profeflion. Thou wilt not reſolye to 


XX, MAX 1M. 


Of Reſurrefion, . 

to be obſerved, that in the account the Scripture 
maketh of the years of Patriarchs,the ape of women 
is not conſidered. And Baronins findeth the Bible 
never reckoned che days and years of women, but of 
Sara, udith,and Anne the daughter of Phaxxe/, to 
teach us our lives arc ſhort, {i nce thoſe of Eve, rhe 
mother of the —_— of ſo many o:her mothers 
trom whom men iſſued, entred not into the line of 
account in Gods Chronicle. We know not how long 


447 


ſaffer a little injury,a ſlight perſecution, Thou wilt 10 the firlt woman of the world lived, but we under- 


not accompliſh thy yows,diſcharge thy obligations, 
put thy ſelf into ſome courſe of a regular piety, And 
what may we think of thes ( O ſoul, ſo many times 
ungrateful and difloyal ) if Heaven open in rewards 
cannot yet dilate thy heart to his love, who readily 
offers them ? 


The twentieth E x a x PLE upon the 
twentieth MAXIM 


Divers obſervations upon the length of life , 
an defire of the ſtate of Reſurreftton. 


T is not my purpoſe to enlarge hereupon narra- 
| tion of many ReſurreRions, whereof we have 
ſundry notable examples both in the old and new 
Teſtament,and in the lives of Saints, in which kind, 
thereis not an Age which doth not furniſh us with 


ſtand ſhe returned into duſt, and that we mult 
tread the like path. 


ES i508 


nians deſirous tofortifie the long Iſland , which wag 27 


20 near to their "City, laying the foundation of their 


fortreſſes, found a ſepulcher one hundred cubits!ong 
with this Epitaph, which ſaid : Macrofiris is here in. 
terredin the long Iſland, after he had lived five they- 
ſand years cempleat. Theſe are impoſtures and Rhods- 
montadies, which ſeek to brave Apes, and cannot af- 
tron: worms, nor be defended {rom corruption. 
All about us is. ſufficient to give us leſſon of the 
ſhortneſs of our life. The corn, on which we live, 
dies every year to the root. The Vine feels as many 


ſtore. 1 only reſt upon ſome obſervations, which 30deaths as winters,and although it renew evervyear, 


evidentlyſhew the paſsionate delires humane nature 
hath to the moſt: bleſſed ſtate propoſed us in the 
ReſurceRion. 

- The Platoraifts ſaid, The preſence of felicity was 
"i. the abſence of body, and that we muſt fly from it as 
I1, from a priſon,to enter into the liberty of beatitude, 
on es Bur the Apoſtle hath much better ſaid, That we 
hs x groan in this tabernacle, and are in great pain, not that 
Plaronic'%. 2» defore to be defpoiled but to be better cloat hed, that 


9 
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2, Cor.5.4- 


it cannot attain to the reaſonable ape of ſome 
drunkards: Fifty or threeſcore years make up its age 
as alſo of Apple-trees, Pear-irees; Plumb-trees . 
Chery-trees,and other ſuch like, wherof eatirg the 
fruits, we ſhould think the wood which bears them, 
lveth no longer then we. Tame creatures,which are 
perpetually among us,live but a while, The age of a 
horſe ends at twenty years. It isa great chance if a 
dog arrive to that number, The ox will be well con- 


Qu ſurus All which 1s mortal in us , may be as ſwallowed up by 4© tented with ſixteen, ſheep with ten,cats are between 


i bec rater» /;fs, Verily we have a tender love of our bodies , 
——— ho do moſt hem,do i 
and even thoſe who do moſt rorment them,do it for 
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g74va", ©. no other purpoſe but to place them one Cay in eaſe 
quo4 ns We live not without thinking on this ReſurreQion 
«i, ſed {- and ifamortality, the fruition whereof we ſhall ne- 
Luft 5% yer find but in Heaven. God hath given us this de- 


««r qud fire,t0 teach us weare created for it, but he doth 
marzale et, not afford us the performance of it here, to tell us 
«vi. we muſt ſeek for itelſe where,We deſire to live long 


ten and ſix, pigeons,and lo many flying fowl live nor 
long for we daily eat them ſoon enough, as if all 
this ſhould ſay unto us : phat ao we ſo long inthe 
world, ſince all things that muſt ſerve oxr uſe laſt (o 
little,Gold & {ilver continue long, but laſt verylitrle 
in our bands, & though one keep chem as well as he 
can,they keep not ever one Maſter.If there be crea. 
tures which live much longer, they fly from us, as 
Harts,Crows,and Swans: you miglft fay, they are 


and commodiouſly;ſhortneſs of life taketh away the go 2ſhamed to, participate in our frailty, 


one, and continual ſickneſſes bereaves us of the 0. 
ther.So many men have ſought for their ReſurreCi- 
on here on earth, and have tound nought bur their 
deſtruction.Our body in the declining of ave, is not 
like Veſtal fires,to be everlaſtinsly repaired.All init 
is loſt, all is diſſolved; bur if any thing therein be re- 
eſtabliſhed,it is not tothe proportion of its p:imi- 
tive vigour. Spirits, without which we cannor live, 
ceaſe not to alter our life, and the very lair we 
breath, drieth, and deyoureth us. 

There have been men in the world, who have in 
this life made boaſt of great age,as if they had alrea- 
dy ſome ſcantling of the condition of Reſurrection, 
but they have been very rare,8: to ſpeak truly,they 

Pet, 2.3.5. have continued long in a happineſs whereof we find 
vnus 4 anend.It is aremarkable thing, that the eldeſt of all 
#d Do- . . 
nw; the Patriarchsin Geneſis,who was Aſcthuſalem arri- 
c«: mille yednot to the time W*FS, Peter calleth a Gay of God, 


an; A thouſandyears((Gaith the great Apoſtle )are before 


ks 


the world, with his ſo many years,mounced to the 


thouſand year of his age.Yea,it isa thing very well 


Great-ones of the carth have inalltimes done what 
they could with a purpoſe to prolons their days, fo 
naturally are we deſirous of the ſtate of RefurreCti- 
on, but they have many times:bridged them, ſeeking 
to lengthen them. Garcias telleth us, that a King of 
Zeilzm bavins learncd the adamant had the virtue 
to preſerve lite, wou!d neither cat nor drink, but in 
a diſh w'Þ hecavſcd ro be made of adamant,through 
a {trange giddinets of ſpirit; but be failed not to find 


6: death in theſe imaginary veſſels of immortality. We 


make a great matter of it to ſee men very old, they 
are beheld with admiration : But if ſome deſire ro 
come to their age, there is not any would have the 
miſeries and troubles of it. This Phlegex, of whom 
we now ſpeak,wlio had been one of themolt curious 
Authours of his Age ,made a book of longs liv'd men 
wherein :he confetleth he hath exactly looked inte 
the Regiſters of theRewax Empire,thereto find 01d 
men and women ofan hundred years, and ſcarcely 


ficur die; u- God bat one day : And notany one of the firſt men of 70 could he meet with a ſufficient numher of them ro 


fi.l up a whole "leaf of paper, Butifhe would take 
the number of ſuch as died before fifty, which the 
Ancients 


; ® 
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pw. in Ancicnts called the exterminating death,he had filled 
hih0-ia vi- many huge volumes. Pcmpry took pleaſureat the de 
tz & mr dication of his Theater, to ſeea Comedianeſs act, 
| named Galeria Capiclz, who reckoned ninety nine 
years {ince her firit entrance into a ] heater. Jt was a 

goodly play of life in a woman, who danced on the 

brink of her grave : But how many ſuch like have 

there been?people go into the tomb as drops of wa- 

ter into the ſea, not thinking on it. Nay,do but ob- 

ſerve al which is Sovereign.and you will find among 

all the Emperours, w**-were through ſo many ages, 

there is not one to be found, who attained ta theage 

of an hundred years; and four alone arrived to four- 

ſcore,or much thereabours. Gordiay the elder came 

to this point, but ſcarcely had he talted of Empire , 

but was overwhelmed with a violent death, Valerian 

at the age of ſeventy ſix years was taken by Sapor 

King of Perſia, and lived ſeven years ina ſhameful 

captivity his enemy making uſe of bis back as a foot- 


The Concluſion of the M A X I M apart Libertzmſm. 


Part. z 
tains. They ſpeak of a Kirg called Arganthcy, who 
hereto:ore reigned in Spaix the ſpace ot four-ſcore 
years,and lived an kurdred ard fourty : But this 
15 rather in fables then authentical hiflories. Ot ſo 
many Popes as haye been ſince S. Petey, r.ot ary one 
hath poſteſſed the See twenty five years, & ſcarcely 
6nd you ſour or five four-ſcore years of age. 7h 
the two & twentieth, an unquiet and ticaſure-heap. 
ing ſpirit, was about ninety years,when death took 

10 off his triple Crown. £0 many had Gregory the 
twelfth, who was created before the ſchiſm, but his 
papacy was as ſhort,as his life was lorg. Pan! the 
third attained to one above four-ſcore, and was 0- 
therwiſe a man as peaceable of ſpirit as prudent in 
counſel. Pal the fourth, ſevere, impertous, and clo- 
quent,came to four-ſcore and three.Gregery the 13 
lived as many, a Prelate wiſe,courteous, prudent, li- 
beral,who lived too little a while for the Churches 
good, for which he could not end but too ſoon. It we 


{tool,when he would mount on Horſe-back. He was 20 ſpeak of the bleſſed $. Zohx,S. Lnke,S. Polycarp,S.De- 


at firtt much greater in the eſtimation of men then 
he deſerved,and every one would have thought bim 
worthy of Empire, had he not been Emperour, A- 
»aſta 15,4 man of little worth and leſs courage, who 
had more ſuperſtition then religion, arrived to the 
age of four-ſcore and eight years,when he was bla- 
fled with lightning from beaven. 7 ſt3niax reckoned 
four ſcore & three, which made him wax whitein a 
vehement deſire of nod Mops being ſomewhat 
contemptible in his per 


»y:,S.Pazlthe Hermit, $, Anthony, S. Remnald, and 
{o many other religious men, they lived lorg : And 
it ſcems there are many things in religion, w® fur- 
ther long liſe, as contemplation of things divine, 
joys not ſenſual, noble hopes, wholeſome fears, ſweet 
ladneſs,repoſe, ſobriety ,and regularity in the order 
of all actions.Burt all this is little1n compariſon of the 
divine ſtate wherein bodies ſhall'not only never end 
bur live eternally,impaſsible asAngels,ſubtle as rays 


on,he was fortunate inCap- 3@ of light,quick as thought, and bright as ſtars. 


Concluſfiqn of the MAX IMS, byan advice againſt Libertiniſm, where all men-are ex 
horted to zeal of truc Religion,and the love of things eternal, 


Re Ren 


Neredulity is an immortal diſeaſe , which 
hath reigned from the beginning of the 
world , and which will never end but 
with the worlds diſſolution. Dreams 
and lies are many times believed, becauſe 

they inſiruate themſelves into the heart by charms, 
but truth,which will never bely her ſelf, hath much 
ado to make her ſelf underſtood ,and if ſhe be once 
known, ſhe is beloved when ſhe ſmiles, and feared 
when ſhe jrowneth. 

There are four things have eyer been much un. 
known in the world, time,wind, terreltrial Paradiſe, 
and truth. Time is a marvellous creature,which per. 
petually paſſeth over our heads, which numbreth all 
our ſteps, which meaſureth all our ations, which in- 
ſeparably runs along with our life, & we have much 
buſineſs tro know it as well in its nature as progreſsio 
It is a very ſtrange thing that thereare ſuch as pro- 
miſe themſelves ro reckon up the years of the world 
as of an old man of three- ſcore,and yet we know by 
the experience of ſo many ages, it 1s a great laby- 
rinth wherein we {till begin, never to end 

It was for this cauſe the Ancients placed the fi- 
Sures of Tr ytons ON = hog with tails crooked- 
ly winding, to repreſent unto us the intrication of 
the foulds ard compaſſes of time. And for this alſo 
17.6. inthe Prophet E/ai,the Seraphins covered the face 
_ ® and feet of God with their wings, to reach us ( faith 
Non eſt ve- S. Hierom) that we are very ignorant in things done 
firmn mſſe before the world, and in thoſe which ſhai happen to 


Four 
thugs 
much ur. 
known. 


Madrianus 
Junius. 


compre © theend of it, 

gg Tarr If -we-on-the-other fide conſider the wird, we 
+.05-ſacgs cannot but ſufficiently underſtagd the commodities 
Ator. 1. and diſcommodiries of it, which have made the wiſe 


to doubr, whether it were expedient there ſhould be 
winds in nature, becauſe if their influences be g00d 


Of the obſcurity avd 'perſecution of TRUTH, 


20 Pivines never to be ended, 8& which miniſtreth per. 


— 


— 


—  — — — —— - _ — 


in ſome things, their furies are extreamly 5 dreadful 
inother, We ſee how upon cne part the wird 
drerch huge veſſels laden with men and riches, on 
other, they tear up trees, they ruin and overthrow 
houſes: We likewiſe find, they favourably carry the -4 295g 
clouds to impart ſhowers to all the world, they purg * : 
the air , they cauſe a good temperature in the ele- 
ments, they are the occaſion of commerce and navi- 
gations, to make the riches of the world common, 
10 We cannot be ignorant of their effe&s. Burt as for 

their cauſes ſome comix atoms, other attribute the 
production of it to the Sun which rarifieth the air, 
other to yapours & exhalations: Other ſay they arg 
the ſneezng of this vaſt creature called the world: 
others , think the element of the air is moved of it ,__ 

{1 proay» 
ſelf. And indeed we can ſay nothing more certainly 5... 
of it,then what the Prophet did, That God producerh 4 theſanris 
the Winds out of bis treaſures. O's 


As for terreſtrial Paradiſe,it is a queſtion among Kiias Thet- 
bites in 
© Ye bo. 
petual buſineſs to all Interpreters uponGenefis, E/;- 


45 T hesbites durſt boldly ſay, that not only the gar. 

den of pleaſure was ſtill in being, but that doubtlefs- 

ly many went thither, ard the paſſage into it lay 0- 

pen to them, but thar charmed with the beauties and 
contentments of rhis place they never returned, 

Which may be refuted with as much eaſe as it was 
Invented.Origen and Philo following their allegories 

made a myſlical Paradiſe and true idea's of Plars, 
whercin they were imitated byP/ellzs,who faiththar 
Chaldcan Paradiſe, ſocalleth he it, was-nothing elſe '£ pv- 
bur a Quire of celeſtial virtues,which environed the g22 Kuxr 
heayerly Father, and beauties wof fire iſſuing from an 
fountains of the firſt workman. Snug = 


Some place-it in Tudy,others in Meſopitamia,where yitoy. 
there would be much ado wel to accord theſe four mor. 
, Rivers 
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1” 9% 


Part 3. 


Rivers, but that recourſe is had to the violence of 
the deluge. We' muſt confeſs that there are many 
things unknown , wherein God will exerciſe onr 
faith , bur not ſatisfie our curioſity, Bur nothing 
through all Ages hath been ſo hidden and unknown, 
— The Philoſopher Heraclitxs faid, Thar its 


Altar was in a cloudy cavern, all covered with ſhades 


and darkneſs, wherinto ſeldom any came. And verily 
we ſce, that ſince ſciences were invented , for the 
ſpace of ſo many Ages,we have beheld nothing but 
wranglings and wars among Philoſophers, who ſce- 
king to make diſſeRion of the great body of this U- 
niverſe, have all mntually contended for the defence 
of truth, as they ſay: but many defending it, have ſo 
ill handled it, that they almoſt have diſ-membred it, 
and for a ſolid body,have in the end retained nought 
in their hands but a fantaſm. It only appertaineth 
to God to produceit, and to make it known to 
mortals, which he out of his infinite goodneſs hath 


The Concluſion of the MAX IMS. Avainft Libertiniſm 


This often proceedeth either from birth, educa. 
tion, too free converſation, ſome paſſion, or from 
opinion of proper ability , which is the cauſe they 
cut and mangle many things very confidently, con- 
cerning the honour of the Church , and economy 
of Religion, One while: they ſtrike at the Pope's 
authority , another while they deſperately throw 
themſelves. upon the multiplication of Religious 
Orders, ſometimes they cenſure all EccleGatical 


10 perſons, ſparing none - mean while they ſee not 


the ſubyerſion of Religion, always began by the 
contempt of Prieſts, Sometimes they ſcoff ar 
Confeſſions and frequent Communions , another 
time argue againſt the dorine of Purgatory, then 
they ſlight indulgences,contemn Saints, Images,and 
Reliques, ſometimes declaim againſt other Cere. 
monies and Cuſtoms of the Church. They ordina. 
rily ſay, 7eſus Chriſt ſufficeth them, and that be. 
ſides the bleſſed Sacrament,there is no need to tIke 


x-x credent ar ſundry times done, But men blinded, like unto 20 pains in other deyotiens, 


mah, neque 


me +. Giants, bave ever perſecuted poor truth out of a 
com meer. Certain ſpirit of incredulity and contradiction, the 
plague and poyſon of wiſdom. After the Erernal 


Wiſdom took lips of fleſh, to reveal the ſecrets of 


Heaven unto us, four Squadrons have furiouſly af- 
ſaultedir. The one of Fews, the other of Gentiles , 
the third of Adahumetazs, the fourth of Hereticks. 
And now adays after Hereticks,we muſt add a fifth 
thereto, which is that of Libertines, 


The Definition of Libertiniſm, the Deſcription, 
Dtivilien, and dtvers effeits of Libertines. 


2.F l1bertiniſm .is nothing elſe but a falſe liberty 

of belief and manners, which will have no 

other dependence, but on peculiar fancyand paſſion. 

It is verily a ſtrange monſter, whereot it ſeems 7ob 

tob 4. made deſcription under the figure of Behemoth, as 


much to ſay, as a creature compoſed of all forts of 


Nay, that which more provokes and ſtrength- 
neth them in their beliefs, 1s, what they obſerve ia 
others, who not inſiſting in the more perfe&t ways 
of the univerſal Church, create devorions to them- 
ſelves , which much incline to ſuperſtition , for 
neglecting the great and efſzntial Maxims of our 
faith, they adbere to filly inventions of their own 
ſpirit: and you wouldaimoſt fay, the Father, the 
Holy Ghoſt, and the Word of (God it ſelf, were 


30 nothing with them in compariſon of particular de. 


y otions of ſome Saints, or ſome ſlighc obſervances, 
which they practiſe according to their own fancy, 
Bur if one happen to reprove them upog it, they 
are uncivilly offended therewith, and chink ſuch as 
ſpeak with reaſon , are not within the compaſs of 
the upright judgment of faith. I affirm theſe kind 
of proceedings are not aceording to the order of 
the Church , the which honourerh all Saints, yea, 
and the bleſſed Virgin, in a degree infinitely be- 


beaſts of which it beareth the name. Libertiniſm qoneath the Divine Majelty,nor doth it honour thetn, 


likewiſe is « ſin framed out of all manner of ſins, 
whoſe effects it hath, to poſſeſs the miſeries. Behe- 
moth (ſ1ith he) eateth hay as an Oxe : and the Liber- 
tine from the table ofAngels,is brought back to the 
ſtall of beaſts, having no other care but to ſtuff his 
guts with corruptible meats, having deſpiſed the im- 
mortal Manna, The one hath his ſtrength in his reins 
the parts dedicated to Juſt, and the other is only vi- 
gorous for imprrity. The one hath bones of braſs, 


but ro hogour God in them and by chem, 
But if ſome abuſe myſteries, muſt we therefore 


overthrow Aliars? It ſome popular ſpirits ill in. - 


ftruted grow ſuperſt.tious, mult one therefore be- 
come a Libertine ? Muſt irinocency be forſaken the 
more to hate the guilty ? It is a pitriful thing to ſes 
g00d ſpirits, who make profeilion of Cacholick 


Religion, and have in ſome things good apprehen- = 


ſions of piety, to take ſuch liberty of words to. 


and the other a heart of copper. The one makes 50 themſelves, that we know not what to make of 


ſhew of ſome griftles frarned of iron, the other of 
fome falſe moral virtues, really nothing bur iniqui- 
"ty. Mountains bear graſs to feed the one , and the 
tables of great men plenty to entertain the other, 
The one ſleepeth in moiſt places under the ſhadow 
of Reeds, and the other in Viftual- houſes and idle. 
neſs. The one threatneth to ſwallow Forday, the ri- 
ver of the holy Land; and Libertiniſm will annihi- 
late the meſt ſ1ncere part of Chriſtianity, 

bn pig did of Devils : Theſe are impure aud wandering iþi- 
vagi non de- yits, which plunged in ſenſnality, and having loſt the 
g's =o happineſs of Heaven, throngh the contagion of earth, 

& depra- forlorn and corrupt, ceaſe not to ruine and corrupt. 
v4ti ere Now obſerve they are not equal in malice or 
raris fun. Quality : but when I ſomewhat nearer conſider 
ere.Cy- their (tate, I find they are divided into fix orders. 
prin-©* The firſt comprehendeth many ſpirits, who are nor 
#2. Of the worſt, being ſomewhar reaſonably grounded 


as they fail in all concerneth ſubmuſtion of ſpirit, ſo 


much are they enamoured of their own wit ,, and 
become laviſh of tongue, 


F \ 
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them. Ought they not to conſider, that a popular 
errour is one thing, and a poſition of the Church, 
another ? ?t ſome particulars introduce exorbitant 
devotions, let them rejeR, blame , and condemn 
them. We neither undertake to defend nor juſtific 
them, Bur when we ſpeak of the invocation of 
Saints, of their Reliques, Canonizations, Indulger- 
ces, of the authority of our Holy Faiher, of the In- 
ſtirution of Religious Orders, and {o many ſuch 


We may ſay of all theſe impious, what S.Cypriax 6g like, which are auchorized by general Courcils,and 


by the belief of all antiquity , doth not a good judg- 
ment ſee, that co go abour to oppoſe theie Maxims, 
is to do thar which S. Auguſtine ſpzakech, To ſuffer 
one's ſelf ro run into atolly, which ha{ineth to the 
height of infolency ? He, who admitte:h a leaking 
Ship drowns it , who divideth Religion ha h none 
at all, who reſolves to believe this, and rej that, 
believes nothing. All that which comech from one 


449 


h fame authority, ought to be believed with likes 
p:vil0- ypon the principal points of Religion ; but as much 70 equality, Our faith isnor | # wa upon natu- 


r:| judgment, upon wit, and diſcourſe, bur on the 
ſubmiſion we ow to God and the Church, whichis 
TY the 


. 
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the Tnterpreteſs of his counſels. He who abideth 
therein, abides in true wiſdom , who goeth ont of 
it, ſhal find nothing bur an Ocean of diſturbances, 
and the ſhipwrack of his taith, 

The ſecond order of Libertines 1s of Neuters,wa- 
vering and diſtruſtful , who are almoſt upon the in- 
differency of Religiors, and hold ther faith as a 
hawk without leaſhes: it quickly flies away and lea- 
veth them, to repleniſh more ſeiled brains and more 


The Concluſion of the M A X I MS, 


Againſt 1 ibertiniſm. 
dreamt of them : Laſtly , ſuch asflently build the 
Babylon of execrable contuſtors, 

The fifth rank comprehendeth 1! choſe, who have 
ſold their ſouls to ambition, and particular intereſt, 
and have nothing of religion, bur ſeeming and cere- 
monies, They are ſuch as would make no ſcruple to 
ſet a foot upon the throat of their belt friends, ro 
raiſe their own fortune higher : Such as live fatten- 
cd up with the Altar, being many times enemies of 


Part 3 


capable ſouls.In this nuniber you have many ſqueazy 10 the Altar : Such as lift their children aloit with an 


ſtomachs, who affeR to be Maſters in matrer of Re- 
ligion, and are extreme greedy of all ſorts of innoy- 
ations, Andif there be ſome bold ſpirit, who with 
ſenſual reaſon cenſureth the myſteries of our Reli- 
gion, that man is according to their taſt a brave fel- 
low , and his books deſerve to be bound up in gold 
and purple. The Bible is not wiſe enough for them, 
their ſpirir of rebellion findeth faults and contradi= 
Qtions therein, They are in ſearch of hidden myſte- 


ries, as were the Argonauts , who went out to win 29 bertines in aRtions, of whom the great S. 7#de made 


the golden flecce : And could they lay hold on Ma- 
homers Alcoran , they will not ſpare to read it, the 
more to confound themſclves in the labyrinth of 
their errours, After they have run all over, ſounded 
all,quotedall,they find themſelves empty ,and have 
no:hing fo aſſured as incertainty,nothing fo undoub- 
ted as the loſs of their tai:h, which they have almoſt 
wholly transformed into a curſed Neutrality , the 
head-long deſcent of a horrible precipice. 


arm of filver , through all the ways of injuſtice, a- 

bove che heads of men, and make the Church a prey 

to their ambition: Such as are preſent at Divine Ser- 

vice with poſtures of a puppet-player : Such as go to 

Gods word as to a Comedy , to ſee ard to be ſeen, 

more for Aden then ex ; and who in concluſion 

rurn all piety into ſcoffs, retaining nothing of it, but 

a fantaſm to ſerve their own ends. The ſixth manner +, ;,,,,;.. 
is of ſuch as are utterly. impudent in words, and Li- 1 quidan 


hemnes ,& 6 
. M hs - : Et bn car- 
a lively deſcription:Certain men are crept in among no quidew 
us, reprobate and impious ſpirits, who apply all ta- 7 


domwrnatio- 


lents of grace and nature to luſt , and to deny him «, aurcm 
that made them, to wit, our Lord 7eſws Chriſt, Ma-/00wnt, 
ſter and ſole Monarch of the whole world. Then he 772,117 
addeth, they are ſuch as defile their fleſh, and revolt jteroanr. 4s 
2gainſt lawful powers, ſuch as blaſpheme the Divine 1", 75 


Vajcſty. They are gluttorous, crvel. and arrogant, cs, &6. 
who only think to ſatiate themſelves by others hun- 


The third order comprehendeth idle loyterers,& z , ger;clouds without water , toſſed with turbulenc 


people of the throat and kitchin , who bear in their 
cn{gn for deviſe, that which is ſaid to have been in- 
ſcribed on $ardayapa/ns his romb: Drink,eat,fill thy 
ſelf in the ordares of fleſh,and think, thou haſt nahing 
bt that which thou affor aſt to thy ſenſuality. They all 
ſay with Fpicurus, As for my elf, I cannot under. 
ſtand any ſelicity, unleſs it be in palates, in lips, in 
ears,in the belly, and all that which is common to us 
with beats. Theſe kind of men have nor ſo much to 


doas other , they are not ſollicitous concerning the 40 


ſecrets of nature,curious books, myſtical Cabals, the 
Goſpel,not T#rkiſb Alcoran:they have found their 
God in themſelves, and indeed will acknowledge no 
other bur the belly. Their continual employment is 
co firniſh out tables for ir, which are its Alcars,and 
ro offer unto it diſhes ard ſauces in ſacrifice, 

The fourth region containeth the malign, covert, 
ard narrow obſervers, who yet ſtill retain tome fear 
of the ſmoke of the faggot : behold the cauſe, why 


winds , autumn-trecs, barren trees,trees twice dead, 
rrees rooted out of the territory of the Church, 
They are waves of an enraged fea , which {oam no- 
thing but confuſions , wardering Comets, to wh:ch 
God reſerveth a terrpeſt of darkneſs. 


The Cauſes of Libertiniſm well obſerved by 
the Apoſtle, S. Jude, 

N Ote that this great Apoſile doth here touch j,1. r5ia, 

four ſources of infidelity , which are in this Job. 20, 
very conſiderable.The chief ard original of this cor- 
ruption,is a brutiſh luſt, which with much infamy o- 
verflowech as well in pleaſures ot the throat as fen< 
ſuality , which he was willing to expreſs by theſe 
words,when he faid:T he 5mpions net only att impuri- y; (4 
ties but are the imperities them/elves.\ or the Liber. ui ſus 
tines are true Boyborites, (fo were certain bereticks '****: 
called) as one would ſay, bemired, becauſe they na- 
turally delighted in uncleannels , they are diſfolure 


they dare'not declare themielves in op:n manner, gg People , who have no other God bur their belly, 


They enter into the fold as wolves cloathed in a 
ſheeps skin, and tell the ſhcep they are much affe. 
Red to their conſervation, but that the dogs mull be 
taken away, which do nothirg but deaten their cars 
with barking both day and night. Thele are ſuch as 
ſow propoſitions with a double meaning , and have 
cver a back-ſhop to hide themſelves in , ſuchas ſay, 
Catholick religion is good, if it were purged from 
ſo 'many ſuperititions , ſuch as deceive yourg men 


good cheer , and unbridled luſt, from whence ir 

cometh , that underſtandings clouded with bodil 

pleaſures, thicken , and become wholly unable for 

things divine, The people heretcfere beloved, ts prffed jnrapau 

vp with fat , hath kicked againft , azd forſaken ity ct diletue 

(reatour, ſaid Moſes. Sg 
Tertullan very wel termeth gourmandize the pal- regu De 

ſie of the underſtanding;ſor as a body is deprived of *>/<#%0» 


1 


ſenſe and motion by the corporsl pallie , which ob- Heur. x1. 


under colour of docrine, and when they have hit 60 ſtruceth the nerves, fo the ſpirit oppreſſed by ſenſu- 


upon a curious ſpirit, whom they eſteem retentive 
of a ſecret recommended, they draw the curtain a- 
ſide , and reveal the myſteries of iniquity to him. 
They are ſuch as make diſguiſes and differerces, 
which no man imagined , and make truth combar 
ag:inſt Atheiſm with ſo feeble arms ,: thar ir were 
much better defended, to b< left to its own noked. 
neſs, ſuch as have a ſtorehouſe of evil books, more 
impure then the ſtable of Argers , out of which 


aliry,is wholly darkned, withour any feeling of Re- 
lis:on , or any motion to works which concern fal- 


. . . . as «5 Opmonicas 
vation. To live in fat, zs to ſhut up the gate of wiſe Se 
dom. There ts a palſie of corporal pleaſrires , which inreau, ex- 

4.1725 Expe- 


waſteth the ſpirit, and a pti/ick Which preſerves it. ute 
Nay Occumeni 144 diſcovereth {omewhat more my- amnentem pro- 
terious unto us, when interpreting the word macyle 421. pris 
: P ® » . erYVal, 
according to the Greek cm:215, he laith, They ave Tecui. de 
ce:tain rocks hidden under the waves,which ſurprize auima.c.zo 


chey derive all their profanations , cloying the ears 70 Saylours, and cauſe hideous ſhipwracks. This very gum 


of the. ſimple with a rhouſand objections , ever 
made in the name of a third perſon , who never 


well agreeth to Libertines, and one may call them, » mar: /a- 
accordins to another tranſlation ; rough rocks, bollow **: xr 


noſiu5 rupes, 


OBECS , > 2eni ain 


- 


Part 3. 


They are in fealts as gulphsin the Ocean,and ovyer- 
take ereaware, ſpirits already poſſeſſed with the 
yapours of wine and meats, at which time they are 
molt open to fortiſh mirth, Ah how many young 


Ty 6 men deceived by theſe impoſtures, afcer they have 

men, 4;- made ſhip-wrack of reaſon ina tavern, have there. 

paw > '” unto added the ſhip-wrack of their faith ! Fe Was 

bow quod led as an Oxe to the ſlaughter, or as a (kipping Lamb, 
vincs.4 


Rubar ra- tt foreſering his captivity, before the mortal arrow 
ratnr, d. had transfixed his entrails, ſaith the wiſe man. 

- The ſecond cauſe of infidelity, is a certain barren- 

—_— 5, neſſe of wit, of judgment, diſcretion, of Chriſtian 

2:07.7.23. Virtues, and namely of humility, of good works, 

and worthy employments,and conſequently a ſwel- 

ling ofpreſumprion, of imaginary ability ,ot vanity, 

of 1dleneſſe,which is much ſupported by wicked na- 

ture, effeminate education, too free converſation, 

acceſs of evil company, which render a man abſo- 


BEcC Transs 


[utely barren, A matter excellently well ſignified 2 of mean ones, would be eſteemed monſters, paſſe 


by theſe words : They are clouds without water ſuch 
kind of trees as weſee in? «dea.unfurniſhed of fruits 
in Autumn, and deſpoiled of leaves; twice dead 
that is to ſay, quite rotten. Faith will be manured 
by the exerciſes of piety, by preſence at Divine, 
Service, by keeping of faſts, by alms, and frequen- 
tation of Sacraments : Now theſe wicked ones, em- 
ployed in ſenſual pleaſures and evi! company, for- 
ſike all the CharaRers of their Chriſtianity, which 


MNnhbes ſene 
fy quads 


maketh them by little and litle fall into a great for- 30 mies & irreverencies againſtReligion,js, that as ears 


gettulneſs of God, into dildainfull pride, inſupport- 
able negle&s, and into the malediRtions nttered by 
our $ay1ours lips againſt the unfruitfull cree. Of 
theſe is underſtood the decree of Heaven: Earth, 
earth, earth, hearken to th: Word of God. Our Lord 


Concluſion of the MAXIMS. Againſt Livertintſm. 
ſtone r,and ſhelves which are the canſes of 6 many falr. 


Io fluity,which is the nurſe 0 


4Fz 
ſowed certain rays ofhope,fall back againinto their 
myre, and falling throw plague and poiſon among 
company. = = 

Adde alſo tothis diſcourſe of the Apoſtle, two 
eſſential cauſes of our evils.One whereof is,that the 
diforder and impurity of manners being very orgdi- 
nary among young men, who are children of the 
rich beſt qualified , parents,inſtead of repreffing of 
exorbirancy, by the cutti "g off of exceſs and ſuper. 

implety, take no other , 

care, but to put them into abundance oyer head and 
ears,and thruſt them into digniries,in the weakneſſe 
of ability,and greateſt ſtrength of paſſions, From 
thence proceedeth they behold one another like 
little Gods and having ſhaken off the yoke of obe- 
dience to men, free themſelves what they may,from 
the commands of the ſupreme Maſter, having no 0- 
ther guide but temerity, nor other law but the lj- 
berty of doing all.Blaſphemies,which in the mouths 


from their lips for braveries, and ſuch as come to 
adore their fortune,are conſtrained for worldly re- 
ſpe, to offer incenſe to their vices. Herein it is, 
parents make themſelves guilty of high treaſon to 
the Divine Majeſty, having fo ill employed their 
travels and watchings, as day and night to have a. 
maſſed riches,which ſerve for ſinews to impiety,and 
ſcandal ro the publick, 

The other cauſe,which much fomenteth blaſphe- 


are ſupple to hear them, ſo laws are greatly unpro- 
vided to puniſh them. Every man is pleaſed to re- 
venge his particular injuries, and to reſerve unto 
God the revenge of his own. Prophane ſpeeches, 
which heretofore made the faithfull tear their gar- 


Jer. 22:9 huh aid, Write d:wn this man as a man barren,vho ments, ſuch horrour they had to hear them, being 


Tere 1'*. gl! n:ver proſper during his life. now at this time uttered with ſome witty jeſts flat- 
ſermomeu The third ſource is a tumulc of eriraged paſſions, ter ſpirits,and being unable to gain the approbation 
Dom = Which are waves «f the ſea,that vomit np th:ir conſu- of truth, they take it from the courteſies of men. It is 
Deas : fions ; for theſe kind of ſpirits are in perpetual di- 40 to be feared, God permitrerh this for vengeance of 


Scribe * {turbances,nor hath the ſea ſo many waves, as they 


Re, £4 anxieties, pride puffeth them, ambition precipira- 
rm 441 42 tech them, hatred gnawerh them, delights conquer 
CET them,choller burnech them, fury cranſporteth them, 
rabxwr. Fin Nardneſſe of heart makes them untratable,and im- 
#«: 1: pudenceinſupportable. And being unable co reſtrain 


wartsdo[ 


mae cn. ther paſſions within themſelves, they throw them 


ſome ſin,and wholly withdraws faith from theſe for« 
lorn ſpirits,to place it among ſouls more purified, 
Of- the ignorance and Nullity of 
Libertiniſm. 
+] Find not any thing more intolerable, then to 
| ſee impiery flatter it ſelf with the pretext of a- 


fejane: {4 abroad as the the froth of waves, and ſcum of con- biliry,learning, and goodneſs of wit, lince it is ever 
Fc vids faſons. Thar is it which S. Ambroſe faid, interpre- accompanied by two evil conditions, ignorance and 
birer 9">- ting a paſſage of Jeremie : They 5s it thy igy0miny, 5 brutiſhneſs, Whar light of underſtanding can there \57*69** 
© deb thy aazlter, thy weighing , Aud ſtrargeneſs of thy for- be in a Libertine, who makes profeſſion ro ſpit a- tiſlinels of 


\ wm, & kun nication ſhall be ſeen to afi the world on the mountains. 
—— Laitly, the fourth root. which rendrech their e- 
cations tae VIL VET deſperate, is a perpetual inconſtancy, ex- 
ſspra.colies, cellently compared in the paſſage of the Apoſtle to 

, Amo". % flying fires, formed in theair trom exhalations of 

the earch. This ſort of men perhaps may have qua- 
tiries, which may give them ſome luſtre according to 
the world, and make them appear as ſtars in the hir- 
mament of worldly honour cauſing ſome to reflec 60 lips to ſpeak worthily of God, unleſfe God, who 
on them with admiration of their wir, their elo- made them, unloole them for his greater glo-y. 
Apo. quence, and behaviour. Bur they are (to ſpeak pro- 
perly) ſtars of earth and fmoke, like unto that S. 
7oby calleth the ſtar of worm-wood, which being 
Erinem9#* '10t of the ſtars, enchaſed by the hand of God *n 


one hath with the effence Divine, ſo much the more 


God,thar is ro ſay, who being our of che limits of* 


Saint the ſource of light? God (faith the Scripture)z £'**< 


f - riaes, 

the Lord of [ciences,and on him depends the good order neg. hs 2, 
of all our thoughts, How much the more commerce V-14u04- 

; que [42148 
: ; : habet de [u- 
ſplendour he enjoyeth,as the Ancient Philoſophers c, qu«umm 
do aſſure us. We reſemblethoſe ſtatutes, which ſpake "7" of 
in that proportion asche beams of the Sun refle&ed memo:. 


into their mouthes.We cannot ſo much as open our *<«-vitfici, 


I much eltcem the fentence of <, Diadocrs, who Diads ds 
ſaich, There is nothing more miſcrable or more ig- 2x 

£24 . : \pirt C7. 

norant,then a ſpirit which will ſpeak of God out of vu! «5cn- 


#5 £4 


[ s , 4 - . * . . ; 't fs 
evan celeſtial globes, but flying flames enkindled by fome faith and innocency, dares undertake to tonch fo 7; 5. «- 
«nl, 


groſſe exbalations, proceeding perhaps from adung- 
hill,fall back again on earth from whence they came. 
If they ſometimes take certain ſemblances of virtue _ and manners from this ſovereign ſanctity,and there- 
and penance, they have no ſolidity in their go0d/7 © fore we may undoubredly reſolye,they are molt an- 
purpoſes : If they be touched and raiſed by ſome capable of ſciences,andeſpecially thoſe whichare di- 
00d inſpiration, they are not conſtant, but having vine;being ſworn wo 7p the God of ſciences. 

z More- 


— higha point,as thar of divinity. Now we know byex tr» Dew 
perience, the wicked are alienated both in thoughts? WEBS, 


Part 3, 


452 The concluſion of the MAXIMS. Againſt Libertiniſm. 
k norabis Moreover if that be true which Avices the Phjlo- tiſhnes, but ſcoffing ſycopbancy , but language, ard 
faxing of ſopher ſaid, that immateriality is the root of ſpiritu- the wind of infamous words. How can it then be- 
vices... Ality;and that by how muck the more a thing 1s dif come them to talk of the Bible, and toargue upon 
lire ra4s Charged of matter,ſo much the more it is capable of holy Scripture, and the myſteries of our Religion ? 
$11%4/1%- jntelligence, what reaſonable diſcourſe of man can Shut up your ears againſt theſe Queſtions, if you be 
"cen, One derive from a ſpirit w® is perpetually clouded unable to ſtop their mouths. 


: | 
Is it bandſom, think you, to fee a wretched and har 


apud Ca* with vapours of luſt? Heraclitms in the ſecrets of his . | 
preo!. doQrine,required a dry ſoul to render it capable of infamous fellow to make himſelf the cenſurer of Di- Marc. c, x: 
vinity and correQour of Scripture ? God ſhould ©” © 


the moſt purified meditations of apyre me pou can thould [2 
we thing a ſpirit which hath made a priſon of its bo. 10 have done this and that, in ſuch and ſuch a faſhion, ae: : fc 
dy by pampering the fleſh with all poſlible tender- (ſay they : ) as if any one knew whatis in God, but _ Es 
neſs, will declare us the myſteries of hidden ſciences? the ſpirit of God himſelf, who1s ever to'great, 


as may is deou- 
Is it not to go about to gather grapes from thorns, when he appeareth little ro humane underſtanding, «, &+ 
figs from buſhes, and golden grains out of ſtraw ? 


There is but one word (faith Terinlliay) to deter- ule © 
And ſay, there were ſome appearance of ſobriety 


reſcript. 
mine all diſputations with ſuch kind of men : do but cours ha 
ard modeſty : know we nort,pride is a formal obſta- 


35k them whether they be Chriſtians, whether they * **- 


cle to the purity of great and noble ſciences, becauſe 
itinſtantly blind-foldeth men with the preſumption 
of their ability? Are we ignorant many would have 


renounce their Baptiſm and Chriſtianity. 1f fo, ler _ 
- them wear the Turbant, or go into the Country of 
god-makers and Gentiles, But if they make pro- 


become greatly knowing, had they not chovught 20 tefſion of one ſame Chriſt, and one fame Religion 


they were abſolutely perfe&2 Now who is more 
baughty or more arrogant, then a Libertine, who, 
if peradventure he have ſome ſmattering of letters, 
is ſo puffed up with the opinion of his capacity, that 
be ſeems to himſelf to have flept in ' Syb:4a's Cave, 
to pronounce Oracles,and judge all other men con- 
{aft of ſuperſtitions, and ideots. 


Great wits Great wits who have raviſhed the world with ad- 


n.odcft. 


miration, reſemble thoſe rivers, which glide along 


with us, why do they be-lye their profeſfion, by the 
impudence of their unbridled ſpecches. "0F"mn 
Faith (faith $. Zens) is not Faith when it is ſought, ſerm, de 
We ſtand not in need of curioſity after Fe/ws Chriſt, = fie 
nor to ſearch for the Goſpel, ſaid S.Cyprian's great ut qner:- 
Maſter. Should an Angel from Heaven ſpeak unto !*7 #4: 
us, we are to change nothingin our belief. We have xi cunts; 
betaken vs to the {ide of truth, we have a law which /«* 57% 


: 11; non eſt poſt 
the Word declared unto. us, which ten millions of 77,7, £" 


(hnſtum , 


with a peaceful majeity,not troublingany body with 3 o Martyrs bave figned with their blood , which the »« 44/6: 


their waves. Bur theſe petty ſhufers murmure like 
unto brooks, and vexthe whole world with their 
rattle, if ic happen they arrive to ſome perieftion in 
bumane ſciences (which is very ſeldom) they cannor 
command their ſpiric , which admits no other path 
then precipices, <o that in the ſame things, wherein 
they take themſelves to be wiſer then other, they 
commit errours, and make moſt ſhametul lapſes. 


Arcozavcy Tt is truly the diſgrace and romb of humane judg- 


beſt part of mankind profeſſerh, the wiſeſt heads of ';”* 7% 
the world have illuſtrated by the light of their wri- «=. © 
tings. To whom would we abandon it ? To a cay- 

tive ſpirit, which hath nothing great in ir but Gn, 
nothing ſpecious but illuſion , nothing undoubted 

but the loſs of ſalyation. 


Efetts of Libertiniſm, and punt/oment of the 


Improus | 


Cn ment, to ſee the barbarous cenſure, which reignerh 40 5. s + He negle&t of God, is the root of all wick- 
among thoſe who pretend acuteneſs , for they think edneſs, nor can there be any thing entirein 
ſo many worthy men,who have penetrated into the a ſoul deſpoiled of the fear of God. Impiety cauſeth 
abyſs otthe molt ſublime ſciences are ignorant of the moſt pernicious effects in Stares. Firſt, for that ir 
Latine tongue : ray, if $. Ang»ſtine and S. Thomas maketh havock of all good manners, leaving not 
might return into the world, they would be enter- one ſpark of virmue. Secondly, in that it draweth 
rained in theſe quaint Academies as Grooms. But if onthe inevitable vengeance of God upon Kingdoms 
there be ſome one can make an ode, a ſonnet,a letter and Common-wealths, which ſuffer this monſter to 
can play the gentile witty-one in company, and ut. flrengthen it ſelfto their prejudice, 
rer os Foul. with philoſophy and affeRtation, he Philoin the Book he made , thatno ſalary of an T be Tibie 
is the god of Learning, and the Monarch of Elo» $o unchaſt woman ſhould be received in the Sanctua- wy _— 
quence, But let a capable man ſourd theſe curious ry, very wiſely concluded, when he ſhewed, that he nes of Li- 
fellows, good God ! what empry chambers in theſe who is aT.ibertine and voluptuous, havins no other b*tines. 
great brain-pans ? Whar darknefs, and what confu- aimin the world, but the contentments 6t nature, js 
£1ons ! Itis ſoon found they underſtand nor one fole uravoidably engaged to all manner of vice ; He be- 
principle of true ſcience, andthar all their learning is comes (faith he) 60/4, deceitful, irregular, wnſcciable, 
like a houſe, that hath gilded gates & chambers pe- rrexbleſom, 6h:lerick, opinionative, diſcbedient , mali- 
{tered with Spiders. . Think then what a ſhame 1c is ciows, nnguſft, nngratefal ignorant treacherons, giddy, 
when men of quality , who affe& the reputation of vncoxſtant, /coruful, diſhonrft, cruel, infamous, arro. 
beingjudicious, proſtitute their wits to theſe gods of gant, inſatiable, Wiſe in his own judgment , lives for 
ſiraw and dung , - ard for the tuneable cadence of a 6© himſelf, and is rmwilling to pleaſe any but himſelf. one 
rime, loſe all harmomies of faith and conſcience, while profuſe, priſently covetons, a calumniatonur, ay 

Their ig- All Hereticks who make boaſt to aſſail the Church 


HOraince, 


for ſo many Ages, have likewiſe made a ſhew to 
bring with them into this combar, ſome recommen- 
dable qualities. Some came with points of Logick, 
ether with knowledge of things natural, other wich 
eloquence ; ſome vaunted profoundneſs in Scrip- 
rures, the reſt to be verſed in the arcs, be Coun- 
cils and holy Fathers, They who have bad no ex- 
cellent thing in them, have brought an auſtere coun- 


tenance, and ſemblance of morral virtues. But ſuch bs 


kind of men bayc nothing but ignorance with bru- 


impoſtour, inſeufible, rebellious, guileful , pernicious, 
froward, unmannerly, uncivil , a great talker, loud, 
vannter, in{olent, diſdainful, proud, quarrelſom, bit- 
ter, ſeditious, refraltory, effeminate, and above all, a 
great lover-of himſelf. 

Nay, he goes further upon the like Epithets ye- 
ry judiciouſly, and ſheweth us the ſeeds of all evils 
ſpring from this curſed liberty. 

Now I leave yon to judge,if according to the ſay- 
ing of Machiavel himſelf, the means quickly to ruin 
an Eſtate, be to fillit with evil manners : who ſees 


nor 


Part 3. 


not that Libertiniſm , drawing along with it all this 
great train of vices, of corruprions, rendeth direQly 
unto the utter deſolation of Empires ? But beſide, 
there have been obferved inall Ages hideous pu- 
niſhments from God , cauſed by impiery over Ci- 
ties, Provinces, Kingdoms, and Commor-wealths, 
which have bred theſe diſorders. 

And that you may bethe better ſatisfied upon this 
point, I have at this time only two-confiderations to 
preſent unto you , drawn from two models, In the 
firſt you ſhal ſee God's juſtice exerciſed before the 
Incarnation , upon the ſins of infidelity and irreve- 
rence towards ſacred things. In the ſecond, you ſhal 
behold the rough chaſtifernents of choſe, who after 
the Incafnation , lifted themſelves up againſt the 
worlds Saviour. When God was pleaſed ro corre 
the infamous Balaam,who was a Patriarch of atheiſts 


* and wicked ones, he commanded not an _ to 


[2 


$. Fuſtm.in 
iſt. a 

OrthoGox, 

q. 44. 

An obſer- 

vation Uup- 


on rhe cha- 


ſpeak unto him,b<cauſe he was a Doctour,much un- 
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maketh arrows of all wood, and vengeance of all 
creatares,to punifhit according to its | —_ Add 
alſo hereunto a very remarkable proof , which is, obſecvari- 
that the Sovereign Judg,though otrentimes ſending on upon 
his Prophess to ſtay the crimes of adultery, of op- pr.nm. 
preſton, of injuſtice, and other like, ſuffered them of imytery. 
ro paſs 6n in an ordinary way ; yet when he diſpat- 
ched meſſengers to confound idolatry and impiery, 
which was raiſed in Bethel by erebram , he made neg 3. 13; 

tothem fly like Eagles and impetuons forms, This is 
verified in, eroboam King of 1ſract , who began to 
offer incenſe to Idols , when a Prophet came out of 
Feruſalem, and arrived (as the interpreters obſerve) 
in Bethel before the incenſing was finiſhed , which 
happened in a very ſhort time, If one ask how this 
man of God,in leſs then the ſpace of a facrifice, per- 
formed about ſix leagues , ( for it was as far diſtant 
from Bethel to Jeruſalem) it isanſwered, God bare 
him on the wings of winds, becauſe he went of pur- 


ſuitable to a carnal ſpirit , but he raifed a ſhe-aſs to 20 poſe to deſtroy atheiſm and impiery, which was hat- 


inſtru& him, in ſo much as he was become worſe 
then a beaſt. It is likewiſe lols of time to deal with 
Libertines by proofs derived from Schools, or from 
the invention of ſciences. Men as brutiſh as them- 
ſelves mult be made to ſpeak to them , who will put 
them in mind of the way they have held,and the fa. 
lary they have received of their impieties. Firſt , I 
eſtabliſh this Maxim for ſuch,either who are not yet 
bardned,or are too yielding and conſenting to evil 
company.that there are not any ſins whichGod hath 
ſo ſuddenly,and more exemplary paniſhed, then ſuch 
as were committed againltReligion. The Prophet E- 
zecbicl, a captivein Babylon under King Nebuchad- 
xez24r diſcovered amongit tempelts and flames, that 
marvellous chariot,which hath ſerved for matter of 
queſtion to all curious digladiation for the learned, 
and admiration for all \ges.] ſay,the great $S. Z4/tine 
Martyr, touched the ſente very near, when he ſid, 
that in four figures, whereof the one was of an ox 


ched among the 7/raelites. And verily being come 
before this ſacrilegious Altar, he cried out aloud to 
Zeroboam's face: O Altar, Altar, liſten, for mach ber- ltr 
ter is it to ſpeak to theſe ſtones, then to an Atheift; T7. 
God hath faid,andit ſhal happen , an infant ſhal be Poms, 
born of the houſe of David, called Zoſias, who thal ©* 
ſacrifice rhe Prieſts, which now incenſe to Idols, 6n 
their own Altars, and there ſhal he turn their bones 
i:t0 duſt. Which was afterward performed. 

30 Inowdemand, if the celeſtial Father proceeded 
with ſuch rigour againſt thoſe, who altered ſome ce- 
remony of the antient Law,that he was not content- 
ed to fall ſpeedily upon them,more ſwift then eagles 
and temmpeſts, but cauſed bones of the dead to be ta. 
ken ont of ſepulchers,wherennto the right of nature 
bad confined them , to burn and conſume them on 
the Altar, which chey had prophancd - what will be- 
come of theſe, who fince the venerable myſtery of 
the Incarnation of the Son of God, run into horrible 


the other of a man, the third of an Eagle, che fourch zo ſins of infidelity , and trample under toor the blood 


of a Lion, God ſignified the divers chaſtiſements he 


rio: of EU- would exerciſe upon King Nebichaduez4ar, in that 


«hacl. 


2 Par. 26. 
?. 


from a reaſonable man he ſhou!d become bratiſh, 
eating graſs as an ox, and that his hair ſhould grow 
as the ſhag of a Lion, and his body be hoary like 
the feathers of an Eagle, worn with old age, I add 
alſo to his conceit , that God by theſe repreſenta. 
tions of four living creatures, ſeemed to ſay to him: 
O Nebachadaczzar , whileſt thou Cidft fin only a- 
gainſt men, I came with the ſlow pace of an ox, to 
puniſh thyoffences,I ſuffered thee wrh much ſweet- 
neſs, as a man : but when thou grewe! proud,impi- 
ous,atheiſtica), and tottering in the knowledg of rhe 
Divinity, fell upon thy crowned head as the Eagle 
upon her prey, reducing thee toa brutiſh life , and 
if thou goeſt forward, | will pull thee in pieces,as if 
thou had?t paſſed through the teeth ofa Lion, 

This makes me fay , that God tolerateth Fins for 
fome time , which are of their own nature very e- 
normous ; but as for impietics , either he ſpeedily 
chaſtiſeth them in rhe heart of crime , or referveth 
them ta unſpeakable evengements, See you not in 
the Hiſtory of Kings, how he tolerated David detiled 
with murder and adultery, nine whole months with- 
our taking notice of his fault : But fo ſoon as Ozizs 
tcok the incenfory to doan aRof ſacrileds andim- 
piety, behold biminſtantly ſtrucken with leprofie in 
the moſt eminent part of his body. Why ſo?Becauſe 
other fins are many times committed through in- 
firmity, incirement,or frailty;but this which {trikes 
at Gods jarisdiction, proceeds from an adviſed and 
deliberate malice. Behold the cauſe whereiore God 


of the Teſtament ? Perhaps you yet conceive not 
ſufficiently the greatneſs of this crime, but I will 


»ys the Aveopagite ſaith , that Beirg is the molt inti- (590 
mate,moſt neceſſary,moſt univerſal, & moſt perfet 
of all things , becauſe it containerh in eminency all 
perfeftions, which are not bur participation of Be- 
ing. And it this effence. be ſtrongly roordd in all 
creacures, fo thar there is none but God who can an. 
Fo nililate it , what ſhal we ſay of the eſſence of the 
Sovereign Creatour,which origivally containeth all 
eſſences, **od to ſpeak properly, being nothing but 
his own effence ? There 1s no doubt, bur it is an ex- 
cellency who!ly incomprehenſible. Wow we muſt ne- 
ceſſarily infer that by how much the more a thing is 
excellent, ſo much the more the crimes which aflail 
it , are paniſhable; Behold the cauſe why one can. 
not almoſt find pains ſuitable to Atheiſm and impi- 

ety, which refiſt the eſſence of God, 
6o The horrible punijlments of the wicked 
for the fin of Impiety, 

Moreover affirm, if in a time when the Divinity 
- was not. yet fully publiſhed , it notwithſianding 
inflicted fearful! puniſhments , both on the living 
and dead, who h2d before-time off-nded, whar will 
become of it after the publication of the Goſpel and 
the coming of the Word Incarnzte , who make<rh 
ſpeak unto us, for the confirmation of his law and 
o word, the blood of ſo many millions of M a:rtyrs, 
who died for defence of the truth, who hath opened 
ro us on earth ſo many mouths of Apoſtles, Fran- 
geliſt, 
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Mabac. 2. 
it. Lapis 
d: pariete 
clamabi, 


/** {tal vaults,and afcerward, why did he drown them 
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geliſts,Doours, ſingular in wiſdom and ſanRity,as 
there are ſtars in heaven , who likewiſe gave ſpeech 
to ſtones and marbles of thoſe ancient Churches, to 
in{tru& usin our Religion ? T he r6ap+'s cry out 
in th: midſt of wallsſaith the Prophet Habacuc. 
Nay,l demand,which is the more tolerable,cither 
to deipiſe Joſeph in the ferrers of bondage, or to of- 
fer him an affront on Pharaoh's royal chariot?Every 
man of judgment will tell me there is. no compari- 


blockiſh, idle, and Rupid in all learning 2 G6d or- 
dained for them the :ſfiftance and proteRtion of 
Avgels,and why afterward {orſook they their Tem- 
ple,crying out aloud: Let us depart, let us depart 
from hence? God deſtined to them Royalty and 
Empire over neighbouring Nations, and why after- 
ward had they not one inch of land at their own 
diſpoſe,and eſpecially of land, where formerly e- 
r#ſalem was built,unleſs they purchaſed it with mo- 


ſon,and that he who yeildeth not honour to oſeph 1© ny,onely to enjoy it one hour or twoin the year, 


zing a captive,ſeemed not worthy puniſhment: bur 
to deny him honour, when Pharaoh having placed 
bim ina chariot of glory, cauſed to be proclaimed 
by a Herald o! arms, Abrec, Abrec, Let all the world 
bow the knee b:{ore Joſeph, was a crime of treaton, 
We then infer, if the Jews for having negleRted 7e- 


ſs Chriſt m bonds, in opprobries, in torments, and 


the pains ofthe Croſs, were chaſtiſed with hideous 
puniſhments to all poſterity, what may we expet 


and weep over it, and bedewit with the water 'of 
their eyes, after they had ſo often moiſtenedit with 
their bloud 2 God eſtabliſhed Prieſt-hood to them, 
and afrerwardswhat became of 7er»ſalem the holy? 
What became of So/omen's Temple, the miracle of 
the world 2 Where is the Propitiatory ? the Table 
of Propoſition-bread ? the Rational,which was be- 
tore the peoples oracle ? Where is the majeſty of 
High-prieſts,the comelineſs of Prelates,the perperu- 


tor ſuch as revile heaven,and diſhonour 7eſ#s Chriſt 20 ity of Sacrifices ? From whence comes it,thar it is a- 


in the chariot of lus triumph, after they had ſeen 
and manifeſtly known, as by ways more then hu- 
mane,thart he pur all the glory, power, wiſdom and 
ſanity of the whole univerſe under his teer, and 
having now allo aiter {1xteen hundred years and 
more, through all the parts of the habitable world, 
both Altars and Sacrifices, where he hath received 
ſervices and omages of ſo many Myrers, Scepters, 
and Crowns,tf: om wile and holy men, thatit would 


bove fifteen hundred years ago, ſince this miſerable 
Nation goes wandering through the Regions of the 
earth, as abandoned into an eternal exile without 
Prieſts, without Temple, withour Sacrifice, without 
prince, King,or government ? Q eternal God, how 
haſt chou thrown down thy foot-ſtool 1 O God of 
juſtice, how haſt thou wade deſolate thy royal 
Prieſthood'! O God of vengeance, how haſt thou 
ſuffered thy SanRtuary to be prophaned ! Who hath 


eaſier co number the ſands of the Sea, then to keep 30 Ever heard ſpeech of ſuch a puniſhment? Have there 


an accounc of chem ? But it you {till doubt the pn- 
niſhment ot the Zews for the fin of 1impiety, do but 
read Hiſtories both div.ne and humancyto be there- 
in ſufficiently unformed. 

The 7ews were he:etofore the choſen people,and 
are become the reprobare.God toc them drove back 
the waves of che red Sea, and ſuffered them to walk 
dry-ſoot between two waters,as between two chry- 


been adulteries, rapines, concuſlions,gluttonies, yea, 
and idolatries,whigh God hath not revenged in this 
manner ? A captivity of threeſcore and ten years 
expiated all theſe ſins, bur this after fifteen hundred 
years, to what fin may we attribute it, but rothe 
neglect of the eflence of the Word Incarnate ? Af- 
ter the time that the Son of God ſhut his eys ſteep. 
edin tears and bloud over the miſerable Zer»ſalem, 
he never hath opened them to afford them mercy. 


bo ſo many times in rivers of their bloud, with ſo hor- 40 A Lord ſo ſweer,ſo mild,ſo clement, as that he rai. 
& Ti»ew. rjble flaughters, that in the whole liege of Feruſa- 


lem under Titzs and Veſpaſian, were reckoned ac- 
cording to Joſephs his calculation, eleven hundred 
thouſand dead ? God opened to them the ſides of 
rocks to quench their thirſt, and afrerward, wh 

dried he up the dugs of women,who ſaw their little 
ones die berween their arms, they unable to give 
them one drop of milk? God for them made Man- 
na and clouds of Quails to ſhowr, ard why after- 


raged a famine, that the hands of mercifull mothers 
fl-w and roaſted on coals their ownp: oper children, 
and eat them to fatisfie their hunger ? God carried 
them through defarts as upon eagles wings, and 
whereſore afterward did he abandon them to eagles 
and vultures, which ſo many times made carrion of 
the bodies of his children ? God had given them a 
land fo far and fruitful, rhat it ſtreamed altogether 
milk and honey,and wherefore afterward had it en- 


{ed thieves almoſt from bloud and robbery in an 
inſtant to thrones of glory ,for having — 
ed and confeſſed his name, ſo roughly to chaſtiſe the 
neglect of his authority, tor-the ſpace of ſo many 
Ages , what meaneth this, but to prove the oppo- 
ſing-of the divine Eſſence of God, is a crime of all, 
the moſt hideous and unſpeakable ? 


Run over the Hiſtories ofantiquity as long as y ou Tragical 


pleaſe,revolye in your memory all the experiences, _—_ 


wa:d did he ſo atfli&t chem with ſuch cruel and en- 5o which your Age may afford and if you ſee the impi- ca, 


ous come to a good end, ſay, There is no cauſe of 
tear, Caiy, their Patriarch, baniſhed from the ſighe 
of God, lived long like a melancholy ſpirit among 
torreſts,with a perperual affrightment,until Lawech 
ook away his life : The Cainifts were all drenched 
inthe waters of the deluge: Pharash drowned in the 
red ſea: Nebuchadnezzar turned into a beaſt: Holo- 
fernes {lain in his bed by the hand ofawoman: Sexa- 
cherib loſt one hundred fourſcore and five thouſand 


trails of iron,denying food to the living, yea, burial 60 men for a blaſphemy; Axticchus ſtrucken with a hors 


ro the dead? God pave them ſtrength as a devouring 
fire, before which all Nations were but as ſtraw, 
and why afterwards became it the ſhuctle-cock of 
the arms of Infidels ? God gave them liberty for an 
inheritance, and why afterward obtained they noe 
ſo much as an honourable feryitude ? Why at the 
ſiege of Jeruſalem among fo many thouſand priſo- 
ners,did thty ſo much diſdain to make uſe of a Few, 
that there being never aCroſs to crucifie them, they 
were reſerved for beaſts to devour them, rather 
then derive any ſervice from them?God gave them 
knowledge, and wherefore afterwards became they 


rible maladie: Birds did eat the rongue of Nicanor, 

and his hand was hanged up over againſt the Tem- 
ple : Heliodorws was viſibly ehaſtiſed by Angels: He- 
rodes Agrippa borne from theTheater to the bed of 
death: 1 he Preſident Sat»rnins ſtrucken blind: Her- 
rianw eaten by worms in his Pretourſhip: Leo the 
fourth, all covered over with botches and carbun- 
cles; Bamba crowned with a diadem of pitch after 
his eyes were pulled out: 7alian theApoſtate ſtruck- 


» En with a datt from heaven: Michael theEmperour, 


who had in his traig a heap of young ſcoffers, that in 
{corn counterfeited the Ceremonies of the Church, 
was 


Part 3, 


Part 3. 


was torn in pieces as 2 viaim, by his own ſervants ; 
Olympins ſtrucken with thunder in a bath. And if we 
obſerve times more near : R-gero dragged to a lay- 
tall: Yarin burnt at Tholonſe: AlſanCalefat divided 
between fire and water, andſlain by his own hand, 
 Greateye of God, which art ever open upon the 
fins of the earth , who can ſteal himſelf from thy 
lightning- flaſhes ? Great hand of God, who thun- 
dreſt and lightneſt perpetually over rebellious 
heads, who is able to reliſt thy jultice ? 


Advice to Youth, and ſuch as too eaſily pive 
way to 1mpiety, 
Unfortunate youth, who having received the 
firlt rinture of good inftruftion , after thou 
wert with ſo much care and honour by thoſe to 
whom thou owedit thy birth, betrayeſt the tears of 
thy Parents , the travels of thy teachers, and the 
whole hopes of the publick ! How canſt thou em- 
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of all the execrations that have faln on their heads, 
who bent themſelves 7gainſt God : Bcho!d me ferte= 
red ineternal and inexplicable pains, which 1 hall 
eſcape neither alive, nor dead. Every underſtand ng 
man always inclineth to the ſurelt way : 1 ſce, that 
tollowing the opinion my Anceſtours had in mar- 
ter of Religion, there can happen no other evil un. 
rome, butto bean honeſt man, to repleniſh my 
heart with good deſires, my thoughts with pleaſin 


10 bopes, my hands with works of juſtice, and to wal 


my ſelf like a Torch of Aromatick wood in a life, 
ſatisfied with it ſelf , and laudable to poſterity : 
whereas going along with theſe , I walk on thorrs 
andice in the depth of night,not knowing who pur- 
ſues me behind. Avaunt novelties, avaunt curſed 
impieties, farwel infamous atheiſms, adicu execra- 
ble liberty , you ſhall never be ought with me. O 
youth, if thou Gidſt well taſt theſe words, what re- 
pole, what contentment, what glory ſhouldſt thou 


barque thy ſelfamongſt theſe treacherous and igno- 20 acquire ? O unhappy youth,which 2dhercſt to theſe 


minious aſſociates ? How canſt thou walk among fo 
many ſhelves and precipices, not ſo much as once 
opening thy eys, to beho!d che abyſs thou haſt un- 
der thy teer?So many heads cruſhed in pi-ces under 
the Divine vengeance,are as broken Maſts and ſhi- 
vers ofa ſhipwrack, advanced on the promontory 
of rocks, to give notice of the deplorable events 
they have found, whole example thou ſtill purſueſt, 
yet thou lookeſt on them with arms acroſs,and dal- 


impious and licentious companies, what wilt thou 
ſay, when time ſhall have taken from thee the ſcarff 
which now yeileth thine eys, and that thou ſhal: ſee 
the chaltiſement of God, which ſhall follow thee in 
all thy undertakings, miſery by thy ſides, rorments 
and pains before thee, and peoples execration over 
thy head ? But you meek ones, and you men to 
halves, who endure with ſoft and flexible ears, un- 


worthy blaſphemics againſt God,under the ſhadow 


heſt in danger like a wanton vitim,which leaps and 30 0! wit and pleaſant enterrainment, if you have yer 


$kips between the Axe and the knite.” 

God is my witneſs, I write theſe lines with a ſpi- 
rit of compaſsion for ſo many who difſolutely abuſe 
the gifts of Heaven, and if any one happen upon the 
reading of this, I beſeech him by the love ot his ſal. 
vation, not to deſpiſe a pen, which tendereth ſo (in. 
cere affeRion for the good of his ſoul. 

A man who hath never ſo little reaſon, ſhould he 
not argue within himſelf, and ſay, Verily the har. 
monious conſent of ſo many Ages , which have up- 
held and reverenced a Religion innocent, pure, and 
holy, it is nof a matter of ſport, The horrible py. 
niſhments of fuch as ſought to diſ-engage them- 
ſelves from the homo ge due to the Divinity of 7e- 
{us Chriſt, are no fables, fince we {till behold the 
foot-ſteps of their ruines. The lights and refleRi- 
ons of the Divinity, which beſet me on every ſide, 
are ſpeaking tongues, the conſent of ſo many Ages 
and holy perſonages yer alive on the earth, are no 
ſmall teſtimony. Theſe kind of men, who ſcek ro 
ſow dangerous Maxims in our minds, are creatures 
of little authority, evil manners, and of a converſa- 
tion either inſolent, or covert, They are neither A. 
poſtles nor Prophets : It is not credible, rruth ſhould 
ſo long be hidden, ro be diſcovered to them amidlt 
their abomiration. They have neither ſanctity, mi- 
racles, nor reaſon : they are not rich bur in liber. 
tinous words and blaſphemies. A!l they can promiſe 
me, is nothing elfe bur a ſlight contentment of na- 
rure in this lite, yer cannot they give it me : Tor 
amid{t theſe unlawful pleaſures, 1 feel my conſci- 
ence much diſturbed and perplexed with remorſe : 
If I feared God.I ſhould find this fear would baniſh 
all other affrightments from my heart. Now have 
I thar, both of menand laws, yea , even of bealt, 
Itſeemeth at every accident which happencth to 
me, each creature becomes a ſword and.an arrow 


of God to puniſh my evil thoughts and inordinate_ 


aRions : if that be not trve, which theſe men pro- 
miſe (2s they make no clear proof of what they ſay) 
behold me then convinced of the moſt horrible 
crime which hath ever been ;, bcield me the 0bje&t 


any vein of Chriſtianity in all your body , cughr ir 
no: to bownd and leap againſt theſe criminals, who 
inthe heat of wind and banquets, flouc in your pre- 
ſences at the truth ofa Religion, which your An- 
celtours left you with ſo much ſwear, ſuch virtues, 
and fo many good examples ? If you, who be men 
of qualiry and authority ,perſecute even to the gates 
ot Hell, fuch as once have offended you ;, when you 
do negligently ſuffer them to diſhonour him, who 
hath imprinted the ray of majetty with his tinger on 
your taces, de you not render your ſelves guilty of 
all the crimes committed chrough your coldneſs and 
neglects ? God harh preſerved fince ſo many Ages, 
coth, and will preſerve this Kingdom by the piery 
ot our great King, by ihe zeal ot his Clergy, by the 
prudence ot his Council and good Officers, and by 
the devotion of people, which are :s fincere in 
France,as in any place of che world ,enlightnedwitch 
the rays of taith. Bur it is for impiery that Crowns 
are broken, that Scepters fly in pieces, and Empires 
have in all times paſſed from Nation to Nation. Jr 
zs1(fairh rhe great God) who make Cornſcllo:.rs fools 
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Againft 
[OCL4LLUNR, 


Adducet 
Con(1:1a1708 
in jtultum 


ana { uages ſtupid , I who change the gulden Tirdle of from. 


Kings into a cord, 1 who throw confaſics on the 
brow of Priefts,, I who ſupplant the greateſt, when th'y 
ſeth to everthrow true piety, 

The Edict of Darizs a Pagan, King, which he 
made in favour of the Hebrews Temple, hath aſto- 
n:iſhing words , when he faith : zyhat man ſcever 


Omnu heme 
ques h anc 


6c hall be ſo hardy, as to change and alter my Command- muaverit 


ment for the building of th, Temple of Goa, let a Gib- 5/1910. 


bet be erefled for him of the ſame Wwocd, of which his 
houſe i built, let tt be raiſed in the ſtreet , let him be 
aflixed therewnto , and hn houſe confiſcatrd. 


tuilalwt To 
num de 40+ 


7W0 it flu & 


This ry 


£0 [14:87 


reacheth you,iris a great uniappinels to build your i «©, 4e- 
houſe at the expence of God's houſes :; Rafters and #4 

- = þ Li CIHT, 
Beams of ſuch Edifices, have many times ferved |; 


for inſtruments of puniſhment to ſuch as raiſcd 
them. The favours of great men, fortunes of ice, 
inexhauſtible riches, reputation, friends, compani- 
ons, fa&ours, lackeys, buffons , all have fortaken 
them as butter- flies, which eſcape the hand of a 


child ; 


UtAd. 
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To the 
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child: they are faln —_ the ſin ofimpiety,which 
hath made an eclipſe of their fortune and lite in the 
brighteſt luſtte ot their greatneſs. 


That the Remedy of our evil conſiſteth in 
the geal of our Faith, + 


6. THe Remedy of evils which turmoyl us, is 
T atory in our own hands,and the cure of our 


Againſt Ltbgrtiniſm. 


Gog on earth, and thou haſt {orgotten me. ] (0 
ſt 


many times marched before thy ſtandards, man 
times have 1 humbled the moſt glorious of the —__ 
for thee. I brake brazen gates, pulled downiron 
bars to afford thee bidden treaſures, and the wealth 
of Ages, which nature for thee preſerved in her bo- 
ſom, The Sun ſeemed not to ſhine in the world, but 
to enlighten thy greatneſs, the ſeas ſurged ſor thee, 
and for thee the carth was wholly bent ro honour 


wounds dependeth on our own wils. Good exam- 10 and bbedience. 


les and ſtrong laws may do all, on ſpirits which 
ws not yet totally renounced their own good,nor 
is there 2ny one ſo deſperate, who is not taken ei- 
ther by the hands of virtue, wholly made of ada- 
mant, or feareth not to fall into the chains of ju- 
ſtice, Let Eccleſiaſticks, whom God hath entruſted 
with his bloud, his word, and bis Sacraments, begin 
firſt of all to dart rays of ſarRtity in the firmament 
of honour, where God hath placed them : Let fe. 


Admirer of thy ſelf, and ignorant of Gods works, 
thou haft ſo ill husbanded my goods, that thou haſt 
c_ them all into evils; 1 gave thee rays and 
thon haſt made arrows of them to ſhoot againſt me. 
Did I ſeat thee on thrones, that there thy paſſions 
might ſway ? Did 1 imprint on thy forchead the 
charaQer of my greatneſs, that thou mighreſt au- 
thorize crimes ? Thou hadft a feeble pretext of Re- 
ligion, and haſt negleRed the effefts: Thy inte- 


cular men in dignities and eminent fortunes, affe& 20 relts reigned, and my bonour ſuffered in thy houſe. 


zeal in Religion : Let ſuch as are ſtept far into age, 
bear the torch before youth : Let women endea- 
your to eſtabliſh piety, which is the ornament of 
their ſex: Let children be well bred, and trained 
within the laws of modeſty : Let the doctrine of 
7eſus Chriſt be ſealed with the ſeal of good man- 
ners : there is no Libertine,but will be daunted at 
the ſight of a life led according to the laws of Chri. 
ftianiry : For it is a mirrour,which killeth baſilisks 


At what aimed thy ambition ſo ſtrong of wing, and 
ſo weak of brain, which onely thought how to envy 
what was above, the more to oppreſs any thing be- 
low it >? What did that burning avarice, that pro- 
fuſe rior, that ſpirit of bloud-and fleſh,employed in 
the advancement of thine own houſe, to the con- 
tempt of mine? For an inch of land, a wretched 
matcer of profit, the ſantaſie of an affront, jealouſie 
onely ſubliſting in a body of ſmoake, all the ele- 


by reverberation of their proper poiſon. But if 30 ments muſt be rroubled, men and ſwords drawn 


blaſphemers continue (till ſo impudenr, as to vomit 
forth unclean and injurious words againſt the Re- 
ligion we profeſs, have not laws, which are in the 


power of the Sovereign Princes on earth and of 


cheir Minifters of State, iron hands able to ſtay their 
moſt daring impudencies ? 
I call you hither, O holy Prelates, O Monarchs, 


great-0nes Princes and Potentates, who are in the world as the 


of all Chr1- 
ficndom.s 


Apoc. 10, 


Ifsiah 45. to you, as he did to Cyras, in Waiab, Aſſimilavite, 7 0 


great intelligences, who make the Heavens move, 


forth for revenge, and bloud of ſo many mortals 
ſhed : but for my Name, whichis blaſphemed, it is 
ſufficient to wag the finger, to ſhew onely a cold 
countenance, a flight rouch of that great authority, 
whilſt I was neglected, having done no other faulr, 
butto have paid ingratitudes with benefits, 

O you great-ones,who ſit at the ſtern of Church- 
es and temporal Eftates, how far will you become 
accountable to Gods juſtice, if you place not his ho- 


and who by diverſity of your aſpeRs, cauſe calms 40 nour in the firſt rank of all your intentions? Alas! 


and ſtorms in this interiour region wherein we live: 
] pray tell me, where do you think, hath glory 
which you naturally love, placed its throne and 
ſtate, if not in the boſom of true piety? By what de- 
grees are thoſe immorral ſpirits of your Anceſtours 
mounted up to the joys and delights of God, ha- 
ving repleniſhed the earth with the veneration of 
their memory, if it were not by making the honour 
of the Sovereign Maſter march inthe front of ail 


Ought not you to entertain an ardent zeal towards 
the Religion which our Anceſtours con{igned unto 
us,with ſo many examples of picty that Heaven hath 
not more ſtars,then we lights betore our eyes? Can 
we well endure that the verities and maxims of 
God, which the Prophets foretold us, the Apoſtles 
pronounced, the Confefſours profeſſed, the Mar. 
tyrs defended in the piece-meal mangling of their 
bodies, am.dſt combs and iron hooks, burning caul. 


their deſigns, and thinking nought their own, bur 5g drons,wheels armed with keen razours,ſhould now 


what was acquired for God ? 

Remember, you are not altogether like the An. 
gel of the Apocalyps, which bearech the Sun, and 
Rainbow, and all the garniſhments of glory on 
feet of braſs: you enjoy dignities and ſupereminen. 
cies that draw the great ones into admiration, aſto- 
niſh inferiours, attra& people, evict honour and 
wonder from all the world : But conſider (if ſo you 
pleaſe) that all this is onely ſupported on iter of 


adays be the ſport of certain giddy ſpirits and the 
zim of prophane lips, who void of wit or ſhame, 
dare invade holy things? Is it not for this, O 
France, the beloved of God,and orient pearl of the 
world, thou haſt ſeenin thy boſom ſo many hoſtili- 
ties, ſuch contagions, famines, monſters, and deya- 
{tarions, that had not the arm of God ſupported 
thee, thou wouldſt have been long ſince drenched 
in irrecoverable confufions ? O you, who bear the 


clay and mortar. Time changeth you, cares con- 4 {word of juſtice, and have authority in your bands, 


ſame you, maladies aſſail you, death takes and de- 
ſpoileth you. They who adored you inthrones, may 
one day trample on you in ſepulchers. 

Alas! if it happen you carry all your own inte- 
refts with violence of paſſion to the height of your 
pretenſions, and that you hold Religion andthe 
glory of. Feſus ina perpetual contempt, vihar will 
your ſoul one day anſwer, when it leaves the body, 
unto the thundering voice of a living God, ſaying 


& non cognoviſti me ; 1 called thee by iÞy name, 1 
cteated thee like unto my {clf, 1 made thee a little 


will you not one day fay ; A! they who have the 
zeal of the law, axdthe picty of owr Anceſtonrs, fol- 
low us conrageonſly, for behold We are ready to 
venge the quarrels of God, and to account his glory 
on earth,in the ſame degree the Angels hold it in Hea- 


Part 3, 


Omni qus 
2tlam ha- 
VE” bet legis, 

ftatuen; te- 
Famentuns\ 
ſunm, exe ad 


ven. This was the canceit of the valiant Afacchabee, poſi me. 


the Prince of Gods people, who havins ſeen an A. 
poſtate of his Nation offer incenſe to an Idol, flew 


Vs mu 
quia natns | 
ſnra widere 


him wi:h his own hand on the very ſame Altar, ſay- contritiouem 
ing aloud : He who hath the zeal of the law, let him populi wei ! 
follow me. wo to me, ſince ] am born to behold the de-' 
ſelation of my people! Holy things are in the hands of 

ftrangers: 


Sanits mm 

9247 04 

fYAneesrmms 

fatts ſan. 
& xc. 


Part 3, 
Nunc ergo 
flu, emula- 
tores eſtote 
legs, & 
datc animes 
wveſtras pro 
teſtament? 


frangers : T he Temple hath been handled as the meſt 
wicked man ou earth, our myſteries, our beauties, our 
glories are deſolated. To what purpoſe do I ſtill lead 4 
miſerable life? Fathers of Families,will you not fay 
to your children fvhat he did to his : Children, be 


BO. ye emulatonrs of the law , and yield your ſonls up for 
> ace, teſtimony of your Anceſtonrs, Children, will you 


proper fra ' 


not anſwer what the holy ACachabees did , by the 
— lips of their elder brother : Let ws dye in virtue for 
ramus 1» ogy brethren , and not de file onr glory by any crime, 
yo which may be objeftrd againſt ms. 

: Let War be proclaimed againſt Libertines and 
blaſphemers, who will (ull perfeyere with delibe- 
rate malice in their impiety. Let theſe inferna] 
mouths be {topped and condemned to an eternal (1. 
lence. Let the Standard of the Crols be adored b 
all Nations, and the enemies of 7eſz: diſſolved, as 

' wax melted on the flam:s of burning coals, as 
ſmoak ſcattered in the air, Let a chalt and lincere 


worſhip of God flouriſh every where, and ſacriti- 29 


ces of praiſe mount to Heaven, to obtain benedicti- 
ons 0n earth, 

But you, SIR; who moſt near approach to the 
King's perſon, having given ſo many teſtimonies of 
your prudence, your conrage and fidelity, ſeem to 
ſpeak unto him with the ſame tovgue, which hold. 
eth ears enchained by the charms of your elo- 
quence, and ſay, what France pronounceth ; 


An Apo-. ., *at King, {or whom our Altars daily (mche #1 Sacrs- 
ft h of 7 7 # Jy - 

qd fices,aud for whom 0ur lips ceaſe not to ſend forth thenks- 
Dh King. givings of proſperity to Heaven. The monſte»$ are xt all as 


yet vanquiſhed. Behold the laſt head of Hydra, wiic; God 
bath reſerved to this triump'rant ſword, which the Croſs gutd- 
eth, Valour animaicth, Juſtice modrrateth, an1 the Stairs 
crown, Needs muſt impicty he cruſhed under thoſe feet, wich 
have already trampled on fo many Dragons, and be fettercd 
with an hundred iron chains, uaderthe Altais we daily chaige 
Wt!) 017 10WS, 

when Libra, the conſtellation of your birth, ariſeth, the 
Ram falleth. It is not tim? (0 Monaichof Flower -de-lucc\) 
that appearing on the throne of juſtice, with Ballance in hand, 
all ſparkling with the rays of glory, which environ you after ſo 
many battels coacluded by your viftories, you bumble the horns 
of this Ram of inſulent impiety, which dars ſo confgdently oj'- 
poſe, both by words and aftions, the %eltzion whic' Crown you, 
the ſpirit which p:ſſeſſeth you,and the power which diret- 

th you, 

Alas, Alit,SIR, To what purpoſe were it to have wathed 
a £/e (moaking ruias of ſo many rebellious Citits ? What would 
it avail tohave thrown downs in ont Rochel, ſo miny (usly 
Racks with the belp of ſo great, ſo faithful, and h 1opy Cannſel, 
aud npeniag one gue there at your entrance, tohwve ſhut up a 
tyou{and againſt fations and civil wars ? Whit contentment 
could your Majeſtie have by wiping away tve ſweats oa the 
Alps, you had gotien on the Ocean, and to have gather:d Palas 
prrpetually verdant for you, as well in the froxen Ice of winter, 
& the ſcorching heats of Summer, if you muit again beo'ld at 
your retieri, that Religion yrs (+ ofter defended, troddeon undey 
tie feet of impiety, wounded by ſlinderous tongues, outraged by 
blaſphemie, and contaminated by tnſolent ſpirits, who know not 
Goa,but to diſhonoxr bim ? It now at this time preſentet' it ſelf 
to you wit fight in the heart, and tears in the ezs : It ſh rwet) 
12:0 you the robe, which Clodovzus, Charlemaigne, 244 S. 
Lewis, your Predeceſſours, gave you with ſo much [pleadour, 
aww torn in pieces with ſuch violence ; it imploreth your a(- 
ſiftance, it expeficth your power., it breaths an air mich 
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Againſt Libertin//m, 

the more ſweet in the confidence canceived of your teal and 

courage. 
T call to witneſs that great Anigel, which bath led you by the 
band to ſo many conqueſts and triump!s, making you dreadſu! 
to your Enemies, helpful to your Alits, awſul io your Subj, ts, 
and amiable to all be;rold;, it u nt bere where be will limp 
your ations, and fiw the coliymns of your memory. we (if 
boje qnickly to ſee the day which (hall d:y us rhe tears of Ye 
poor, ſha't eaſe their burthens, ſhall ſwceten their pains, ſhall 
power ol on their yoaakes: And jr om whom ſhould we expett all 
this, but from a Prince ſo pious, ſoben'g1? we promiſe onv 
Io/[cins to ſee-a Clergss, which ſhall ſpeedi.'y put itſclf mto ſo 

good a wiy under your favour, eatirely purtfied fromthe dregs 
of ſimoay, ignorance, and the libert} of evil Ii(Aious. Who can 
g ve ws this ba'piaeſs, bit a King, who bath under b# beart a 
Temple for true piety ? we ſigh ſor that great day, that day, 
w/'ic'r ſha'l for cver waſh away the flains of blood, impreſſed 
os the forbeads of French Nob/lity, which ſhall d:ſſs;ate diſ- 
orders, ſpill flap the current of ſo many difſolutions ; and 
what can affure us of it, but the certainty of your Edits ? we 
mot earneſtly dejire to belold an abſolute rigularity in juſtice, 
and in all Officers, that a gol.les Age may ſhine again, which 
hath ſo of:ea been varaiſhed throug) the cor: 1p140 4 of ſouls ſet 
at ſale. And whoſbill do it but a King, thit from b:s moſt in- 
avcent years ſo much hath c'eriſhed the title of Jult, that, þe 
for it contemned tbe name of a Conquerour, which his volour 
preſented him, and of Moſt Sacted, which ihe veneration of his 
vi/ties afforded him. Imptery vangu.ſhed, beareth thee keys 
of all theſe hopes, nor ſhall we have any thizg more to fear or 
defiie, when that ſhall be thruughly ſtppriſſed through out all 
the parts of the K'ngdom, 

Dca7 delight of Hraven, is it not fy thi God drew you the 
laſt year from the gates of a Sepulcher, and reſtored you tolife, 
{0 6i1der us all to our ſe'ves ? Alas | Great God, what a ſtroke 
of thnndey was ihe rews of this maladie | What i terrout to 
all Cities ! 1, at aſtoniſhment in al! Orders . What a wound 
in the heart of the 1 bole Kingdom ! Your poor France remember 
the 27. day of September, made ſacred by your royal birth: kt 
c-nſidered this nativi y had don to your (late, what the infuſion 
of the ſoul into a body, and (aw yu almoſt taken bence al the 
ſame time that your Majeſtie :ntied. It bebeld ail that great- 
neſs, and thoſe comforts ready to ve ſhut up within your Tomb, 
The queens drench d in their drep (-rrow, could not ſpeak but 
by their tears and (obs: Your good Officers diſſolved in la- 
mentations at th: foot of your b:d, woirh was becom as the 
Altars of erief, All humane bopes were cu! off by the violence 
of the maladie. Nothing was expefed but the fatal blow, 
which all the wo-ld deplorid,; and which 29 man conld divert, 
42 But wo knoweth not, SIR, God permitted it to let us ſee 

your virtues by their bright icflefron. Toe luſtre of beaiiful 

paintin:s miſt be ſuffercd a little to mortiſy, before we can 
judg of them, we could nt ſufficiently know your Majeſlie m1 
the brig\t {| lendours of fort u+e. and ſuch good ſucceſs of arms: 

Nerds muſt we have a charatter from God if men afflified, 

and a mai h of the Croſs -f Jeſus to conſummate ſo excellent qua- 

liies. And what leart was not tven ſeized with admiration, 
whenwe ſaw a youre Kine (v great. (v flouriſhing, fo wiful, 
to luok death inthe fic: with a confedent ear, to expeft it with 

a ſtable foo', to receive it willingly with a fpirir 13 finttely 

peaceſul ; afterward to be fortified by Sacraments of the 
390 thu th, with miſt exemplar devotion, and having given the 

la't adiens to his Subjefts, town ont of the world and all gloves 
ous honours, as j0{ul as from a priſon? But God withdrew 
this ſtrcke, whe 'ife held but by a ſlender threed, and hrard 
the many prayeis, made througho:at all France : He 7e/tored youu 
to life at the ſame time he had givenit you : He ſetled the pil- 
lars of this State, which then to'tered over our beads + H2 raiſe 
el our joys ag1in, which were faded, ani gave us that we 
would no: looſe to garn the whole world. It is, SIR, tote!; 
you, you muſt _perſorm_all Grd'requered at your ſacred bands, 
and ſo to profit in ſanity, that the earth my one day g7ve you 
inreward of viety, the Alters you have raiſed to Heautn, by 
60 the valour of your arms. 


To the King of all Ages Immortal and Inviſible, to G O D alone bs 
given honour and glory, for cycr and cver, 
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CHRISTIAN DIARY: 
THE AUTHOURS DESIGN. 


'@h the praftice of Virtues I have already ſpoken in my Bock of the Ho, y-ConRT, This is a ſmall Pat- 
tern thereof in every dayes ation. It ſhould employ your heart , rather then your eyes or hand. Tt is 
ſhort te read, but if you prattice it, you Wills u one day find years and ages of felicity. 

Indeed we have at this preſent many ſpiritual Books , which eccho one another. This Age is as fruitful in 
words , as barrenin works ,, Inclining to ſpeak, much, to do nothing ;, evapourating the beſt part of wit, by pen 
Or Fonfae. 

Nevertheleſs, in matters of Devotion, it is apparent, that a man cannot ſay too much, that, which he can ue- 
wer do ewongh;, and that in ſo great a pennry of worthy att, We ſhould not be ſparing of good words. 

1 preſent you with this ſhort Treatiſe : carry it in your hand, as the clock which a great Prince wore in 4 
Ring : it ftriketh every hour of the day, and agreeth with Reaſon, as true Dials with the Sun. If you read 
it with attention, you will find it great in its littlene(s, rich in its poverty, and large in its brevity. Great Books 
make men ſometimes more learned, ſeldome more innocent. This reduceth wiſdom to praflice, and proſperity 
to devotion. By often reading it , and doing what it direGeth, you ſhall know What it is, for it hath mo other 
charalter of its worth, then that of your virtmes, | 


— 


—— 
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| The it SE cT1ON. 
The Importance of well ordering every Afton of the day. 


_- - —— — 


relates) being demanded,if the way to per- 

fetion were very long , faid : That the 
Virtues accompany one amither , and if a max Would 
himſelf, he might in one day attainro a preportionable 
meaſure of Diwizity. Indeed our Virtues are all con- 
joynedin our Actions., our Actions in the Hours, 
che Hours in the Day, the Days in the Moneth, the 
Moneths in the Year , and the Years in the Ages. 


A Wiſe Hermit (as Pelagivsa Greek Authour 


Every Cay is a little map of our life, and the way 10 


to be ſoon perfeR, is to uſe much conſideration and 
perfe&ion in the performance of every days ation, 
See here a draught thereof, the lineaments of which 
] bave taken in part from one endued with much 
wiſdom, religion and integrity, whom 1 would wil- 
lingly name , did I not fear to offend his humility, 
which can ſuffer all things but his own praiſes, 


The ſecond SECTION. 
At Waking, 


H E Sun haih long [ince,foryour benefir,cha- 

ſed away the ſhades of night , to delighr you 
with the ſight of the wonderful works of God, and 
your curtains are et undrawn , to entertainyou 
with a ſhadow of death. Ariſe out of bed, and con- 
ſider, thit this greatſtar , which makes you begin 
the courſe of this day, muſt this day run abour ten or 
twelve millions of leagues; and you, how many ſteps 


life. Will you not follow the counſel of the Son of 
God, and work while it 5s day ? Along night will 
ſkortly cover yov with its wings, in which you will 
not haye the power to work, 

Suppoſe every day a day in Harveſt, ſuppoſe it a 
Marker day ; ſuppoſe it a day, wherein you are to 
werk in a golden Mine , ſuppoſe it a ring , which 
you are to engrave and enamel with your aQi- 
ons,to be at night preſented on Gods Alcar, 

Set before you the excellent conſideration of $. 
Bernard, T hat your a&ions in paſſing, paſs nit aWay , 
for every good work isa grain of ſeed for eternal 
life. Say with the famous Painter Xexxes , e/£ter- 
nitati ping, I paint for etergity, 

Follow the counſel of Thomas Aquinas, Do ever 
aRion in the name of Jeſus Chriſt , deſiring to have 
the approbation and good affections of all the 
Church, Vilitant and Triumphant, Do it as if the 
Slory of God, the welfare of all the world,and your 


20 whole ſalvation depended on it, and as if that were 


co ſet the ſeal to all your works. 

Contrive over night the good works you are to do 
the next day ; on what points you are to medicate, 
what ſin you are to vanquiſh , what virtue you are 
to practice,what bulineſs you are to do: that with a 
well-digeſted foreſight, you may give birth to ever 
things in its own tirne, This is Ariadne clew, which 
guides our actions in the great labyrinth of Time, 
without which all would go toconfuſion, 


will you proceed towards virtue 2 This unwearied 30 Be curions ſometimes to know of what colour the 


Harbinger is gone to take you upa lodging in the 
frave; Each minute is ſo much deduRed from your 


dawning ofthe day is, prevent the light(as the z/i{c- 
man adviſeth) to praiſe God. Take heed of iraita- 
ting 


Part x. : 


ting that Epicu-ean ſwine, who boaſted, that he had 
grown 01d, without ſeeing the Sun either riſe or ſer. 
It is a good cuſtom to riſe betimes, bur hardly per- 
ſwaded to Ladies, and thoſe Axtipodes to Nature, 
who change the night into day, and the day into 
night, The famous Apolonins being very early at 
Veſpaſian's gate,& finding him ſtirring, from thence 
conjectured, that he was worthy to govern an Em- 
pire, and ſaid to his companion, *Avig age, Thy 
man ſurely will be Emperonr,he is ſe early. 

That unto which you are to diſpoſe the day,may 
be divided into four parts. Devotion; Prattice of Yir- 
twes, Bubneſs and Recreation. Devotion ſhould bear 
the lighr,and open the door to all our aCtions, 

As ſoon as you awake, make an account you are to 
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and geſtures of the body, teſtifying the reſentment 


of our hearr. 

. To diſcharge her ſeltin this a& of Adoraticn, the 
ſoul firſt conceives God, great, dreadfull,majeſtick, 
ſhe conceives him as a ſea,infinite in eſſence, good. 
neſs, beatitude, comprehending within himlelf all 
Being, all Good, all Truth , and not onely compre- 
hending, bur anticipating iro all eternity withan 
incomparable eminence. 


10 he beholds the whole univerſe in the immenſity 


give the firſt fruits of your reaſox,your ſexſe,and fa- 


calties, tothe Divine Majeſty. Let the Memory im- 
mediately call ro mind,that the works of God muſt 
be done. Let the Underſtanding caſt an ejaculation 
upon its Creatour, like a flaſh of lightning. Let the 
will inflame it ſelf with love ofbim. Let the Heart 
lerflie the burning ſhafts of deſires and celeſtial affe- 
ions. Let the Afouth & Tong xe labour to pronounce 
ſome vocal prayer to the moſt bleſſed Trinity. 
Let the Hands lift themſelves up to Heaven. Let the 
Arms ard Feet ſhake off the numbneſs of ſleep, as 
S. Peter did his chains at the voice of the Angel, 
This were a beginning as it were of ſacrificing our 
ſclves to God. They uſed to pluck the hair off the 


of God,likea ſpunge in the midlt of the Ocean, an 
atome in the air, and alittle diamond fer in the 
higheſt Heaven, She acknowledgeth Cod to be the 
Foundation of all things poſlible.theSuper-eſſential 
being of all things that are and that are not, wich- 
out whom nothing can ſubſiſt, neither 2Qually nor 
potentially, and that he hath no hold which the un- 
derſtanding may take, to have knowledge of him. 
She repreſents God to her ſelf as the beginning and 


20 end ot all thing, the Creatour,the 1 ounder,the Ba- 


fis, the Support, the Place, the Continuation, the 
Bound, the Order, the Tie,the Concord, the Con- 
ſummation of all creatures , who hath within him- 
ſelf all the wr of Angels, ot men, and uwyerſal 
Nature , who hata all glory, all dignities;all riches, 
all rreaſares, all pleaſures, all comtorts, all delights, 
all joys, all Beatitudes, as Leſſins very well explains 
in his Treatiſe cf I»fixitie. 

T his ſoul unlatished, walks leiſurely into theſe 


beaſt, and ca#; it into the fire, before they ſacrificed 30 fourteen depths of greatneſs, which are in God, that 


it ; ſo ſhould we take theſe little ations from our 
upriling,as the beginning of our ſacrifice. 


The third S& cT10N. 


Five pood aflions to begin the day. 


Hat Attion ſhould be as apreparative to an- 
other more long and ſerions devotion, which 
you ſhould perform in yourCloſer,as you come out 


Is, Infinity, [mmenſity, Immutability, Eternity ,Omn:- 
potence, Wiſaome, Perfeftion, Holineſs, Bounty Dor 1+ 
nion, Providence, Mercy, fuſtice,and the End to which 
at things tend. | 

She conſiders every perfeCtion, firſt abfolutely,then 
by compariſon and application, making return upon 
her ſelf, and comparing this I»finity of God with her 
nothing, this Immenſity with ber ſmalneſs, this Im- 
mutabilitywith her inconſtancy this Ereryity with the 


of bed. If your attire be ſo curious, that it would 40 fporrneſs of this temporal life, this Omnipotexce with 


require much time to dreſs you, it iSa miſerable 
ſlavery: Stay not till that be done, to giveGod your 
tribute , but cloath your ſelf indifferently, ſo much 
as is neceſſary for / wb aud healih: Then on 
bended knees do five things, Adsration, T hanks- 
givins Oblaticn, Contrition, and Petition. 

I will here ſhew youthe way to frame theſe actions 
which you may read at times : and I will add ex- 
amples and'forms,taken partly out of Scripture, ſuch 
as are fit to be repeated daily. 


The fourtn SE CT-10N. 
Ot Adoration. 
The firſt A of Devotion. 


On are to obſerve,that Praz/e is one thing, Ho- 
nour another, Reverence another, Adoraticn an- 
other. Praiſe conſiſts properly in words, Hoxour in 
outward ſigns, Reverence in inward reſpeRt, but 4- 


her weakneſs, this Wiſdom with her 1Teorance, this 
Perfeition with ber defe&5, this Helineſs wich her 
vice,this Bounty with ber ingratitude, this Dominion 
with her poverty, this Pro: 1dence with ber ft: pidiry, 
this A7crcy with her ebauratexeſs, this Zxſtice with 
her iniquity,this Exd to which at things tend, with the 
neceſſary dependances which ariſe from her infirmities. 

Here ſhe is raviſhed in God, as a lictle piſmire in 
the Sun, and like Arift:tle, who (as it is ſaid) being 


$0 not able to comprehend the ebbe and fAow of an 


arm of the Sea,threw himſelf into it : ſo the drown- 
eth her in ſuch a mulcitude of wonders, not willing 
any longer to meaſure her love by the ell of her 
knowledge. 

She is tranſported in this great labyrinth of mira- 
cles, otherwiſe then the Queen of Sheba at (ight of 
the Palace of Solomon : and cannor at the laſt bur 
break forth into an outward aR, and ſay : 7 God, 
«nd my All, the Grd of my heart, my portion and my 


doraticn (conſidered at large) comprehends all theſe 60 inheritance to all Eternity! 


aQts with much eminence. For, Adoration is an att 
of Religion, whereby we ds homage to the ſovereignty 
of God with a lowly ſubmiſſion which is net communi» 
cable to any creature. 

This a& is formed and. compoſed of four things, 
which are,as it were,its four Elements. The firſt is a 
ſtrong 2pprehenſion ofthe greatneſs and excellency 
of God. The ſecond, -a conſideration of our own 
meanneſs, in compariſon of that great Majeſty. 
The third, a fervent a& of the will, which at the 
thought hereof melts ir ſetf into reſpe&, And the 
fourth, an outward expreſſion both of the mouth 


7 


The fifth SE ct 10 x, 


Example of Adoration. 


þ purſuit hereof you ſhal worſhipGod, proſtrate 
on the earth, ſounding like a ſmall ſtring of that 
great Harp,the world:offering to the Creatour the 
whole Univerſe, as a picture to har-g up at his Al. 
tar,and religning your ſelf rotally to his will : The 
o Hymn of the 3 children in the fiery furrace, ſuiteth 
very w=ll with this A&t;who call all creatures(as by 

a catalogue) to praiſe God : orelſe take that form, 
Mmm 2 which 
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which the Angels and Saints uſe in adoring this So. 
vereign Majetty. | | 

Holy, holy, bot, Lord God Almichiy, which was, and a, and 
is to come ;, Thou ar: worthy, 0 Lord, to recerve glory and ho- 
nour and power : for thou baſt created all things, and for thy 
pleaſure they are and were created. Thou baſt made Heauen and 
exrth. with a'l the ornaments therecf. Thou haſt compajjcd the 
Sea with bounds by thy Almighty word. Thou baſt ſhut vþ tie 
Deep, and (cated it by thy terrible and gloriotts Name. Thow 
mihoſt th: pillars of Heaven to tremble under thy ſect, — Thou 
ſtrikeſt terrour iato all creatures, by the 1nſapportable b-1ghtneſs 
of thy Majeſlie. Tron art inthe Temple of thy holy glory ; 
Tio: behol4eſt the depths, and fitteſt upon the Chernbins , I 
«fore thee my Gad from the cen're of my nothing, with all the 
cieatitrer of the Wniver'e; making an entire reſignation of alt 
that 1 am, into thy hands, and deſiiing wow and 10 all eternity, 
to depe;rd on thy bleſſed will. 


The fixth SECT10N, 
Of Thankſgiving. 
The ſecond Att of Devotion. 


*His is an A@ very neceſſary, conſidering the 20 


benehts that we receive continually from the 
hand o1God: We ſhould not be like the cloudswhich 
obſcure the Sun that raiſed them ; bur ler us rather 
imitate the Looking-glaſs, which returns the image 
ſo ſoon as the face 1s preſented to it, 

We muſt not let (11p any benefic proceeding from 
this ſovereign hand, withour repreſenting to our 
ſelves the lively image of it in our acknowledgment, 
And \fthe ancient Hebrews(as foſephiu relateth)ſer 
marks &cokers, ſometimes on their arms, ſometimes 
at their gates,topubliſh to all the world the benefits 
tharGod hath conferred upon their families,is it not 
molt fitting, that we endeayour to acknowledge in 
ſome manner the liberality of che Divine Majelty. 

This A& conſi{teth in three things. Firſt, In 
the Xemory, which repreſents to the Underſtand- 
ins, the benelic received : and this Underſtanding 
conliders the hand that gives them, and to whom , 
and how, and wherefore, and by what ways,and in 


what meaſnre, Thereupon an affectionate acknow- go 


ledgment is framed in the zy/;j// , which not able to 
continue idle, ſpreads it ſelf into outward acts, to 
witneſs thetervour of its affe&tion. 

To practiſe this well , it is requiſite to make a 
Catalogue of the benefits of God , which are con- 
tained in three kinds of Goodneſs and AMer:y, 

The tirtt is, that whereby he drew this great Uni= 
verſe, out of the Chars and darkneſs of nothing to 
the light of being and life, for our ſikes creating a 
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Pfu Chrift,the benefit ofthe bleſſed Euchariſt, 


Beſides thoſe benefits, which are in the generality 
of Chriſtianity, we are to repreſent in all humility 
often to our ſelves, the particular fayours received 
from God, in our birth, nouriſhment , edvcation, 
inſtru&ion ; in gifts of ſoul and body, in means, and 
conveniences; in friends, allies, Kindred, in vocati- 
on, eſtate, and profeſſion of life ; in continued pro- 
tection, indeliverance out of ſo many Cangers, in 


Lo viciſfitude of adyerfities and proſperity, in guidance 


through the degrees of age, wherein every one in 
his own particular, may ackrowledge infinite paſ- 
ſages of the Divine Providence. 

All this pouring it ſelf upon the ſoul, with conſt- 
deration ot the circumſtances of each benefit, at laſt 
draws from the Will this a& of acknowledgment, 
which maketh it to ſay with the Prophet David; 
Who am I , O Lord God, and What is my howſe, that 
thou haſt brought me hitherto ? 2 Sam.7.18, 


The ſeventhSEC T10 x; 
A pattern of Thanksgiving, 
RESEED you ſhal pive thanks for all benefits 


in general,and particularly for thoſe you have 
received at preſent , which at that time you are to 
ſer before you , that may ſeaſon this ation with 
ſome new reliſh, The Church turniſheth vs with an 
excellent form of Thankſgiving toGod in theHymn 
Te Derm: or elſe ſay with the bleſled ſpirits , 

0 God, power, and 1iches, and wildom, ard ſlrength, and 
honour, and bleſſing, be wato thee for ever and ever, 

0 Gol, glory be 10 thee 07 þigh, and oz earth peace, grod will 
towards men : 1 bleſs thee, 1 weiſhip thee, I eive thanks to 
tee or thy great glory and thy benefits, O Lord God, beav'niy 
Kyne, God the father Almighty; and thou alſv 0 Lird Jeſus 
Coriſl my Saviour, onely Son of the Heauin'y Father ; per- 
feft God and perfift man; Thou that takelt rway the ſias of 
the world, and fitteſt at the right: hand of God the Father ; 
Aad thon, 0 Holy Gooſt, conſubſtantial with the Faiber and the 
Son, moſt blified Tnity, receive my prayers it giving thauks. 


The eighth Sg cT10N, 


Of Offering, or Oblation, 
The third A of Devotien, 


R Eligion and Sacrifice had their beginning in 
the world's infancy, and ever (ince have been 
linked together by an indifſoluble tye. God, who 
giveth all, will have vs-give to him , meaning we 
ſhould rake out of his ſtore, that which'our Nothing 


worla'ot fuch greatneſs, beauty, profit, meaſure, or- $O cannot afford. Obſerve here a thing remarkable, 


der,viciifitnde,continuarce , and preſerving it, asit 
were, by the continual breathing of his ſpirit, affor- 
ding to every thing its rank, form, propriety, appe- 
tire,inclination, ſcituation, limits, and accompl.ſh- 
ment. But above all, making man as a little miracle 
of Nature,with the aCornments of ſo many pieces, 
ſo well ſer, to bearin hisaſpeR the bcams of his 
own Mvejceſty. 

The {:cond bounty is, that whereby he hath de- 
creed to raife in man all that is natural, to a ſuper- 
natural eſtate, 

The third , that whercby he bath raiſed the na- 
ture of ian, being fallen into (11, into miſery, into 
the (h2dow of death, to innocence, bliſs, lighr, and 
eternal lite, 

This is the incomprehenſible myſtery of the Incar- 
nation of the Word, which comprehends fix other 
benefics,that is, the benefit ofthe do&rine and wiſ- 
dom of Heaven conferred on us , the benefit of our 


Thar, as inthe law of AZeſes there were three kinds 
of Sacrifice; that is, [mmolations, Libations, and V+- 
(lims.Immolations, which were made of the fruits of 
the carih : Libaticns, of liquors, as Oyland Wine , 
Vifttims,ot living creatures.$o likewiſeGod requires 
that we give him our adions for fruits, our affetiens 
for liquors, and our /#ves for victims. This 1s done 
by the act of 0blation,or Offcrins, which is a way of 
Sacrifice, by which we effer our ſc]ves and all thar 
belongeth to us, at the Altar of the Divine Majeſty. 

To perform this a& well'we muſt haye firſt a pure 
apprehenſion of the power and dominion, . which 
God hath over us. Secondly,an intimate knowledge 
of our own dependerce upon him ; conſidering, thar 
we not only liave received being, and all things an- 
nexed to being, from bis goodneſs ; bur that we are 
alſo ſuſtained perpetually by his hand, "as a tone in 
the air:ard that ifhe ſhould let go never ſo lntle,we 
ſhould be diſſolved into'that Nothing, our.of which 


Saviours good examples,cheb-nefir of Redemption, 70 weare extraQed, Fromthence will ariſe'ari- a of 
the benetit of Adoption into the number of God's 


children;rbe benefic of the treaſure ofthe mecirs of 


Juliice in the will, ready togive to God that which 
is bis ; and as the Holocauſt ( where the Hoſt was 
quite 


Part x 


Part r, 
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quite conſumed in honour to the Divine Majeſty) 
was heretofore the nobleſt of all ſacrifices, ſo wi!! 
we imitate this excellent act of Religion, by conſe. 
crating not only our actions and affections , but all 
that we are, unto God, wiſhing to be diſſolved and 
annibilated for his ſake, if ic migh: be for the glory 
of bis Divine Majcity. Butt this annillationcannor 
be real, we muſt at the leaſt form it ro our mind, in 
an extraordinary manner, acquiring to our ſelves 
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in Abraham's ſacrifice, Gen. 15. 9. There is a Na.. 


rat lite, reprelented by the four.foored beaſts, a 
Aſourning lite, hgured in the Turile; apareand 
acceet lite, Fgnihed by the young Pigeon. Natu- 
r21 lives are very frequent in the world, Dove- 
like, very rare, but there is no Dove fo pure, bur 
«ways need5 the mourning of the Turtle, 

This: the reaſon why we ſhould not pray almoſt 
at no time, without ftirring up ſome acts of Contri- 


(as much as is poſlible ) rwelye diſengagements, , , tion. Every one knows,contrition is a deteſtation of 


wherein the perfection of the Holocauſt confiſteth, 
The firſts a develling our ſelves of all affeQtion to 
temporal thinps,fo that we no longer love any thins 
but tor God,ot God,and to God. Ihe ſecond,a dit. 
entangling from our own intereſt inall our ations, 
The third, an abſolute mortifying of ſenſuality. The 
fourth, a ſeparation from iriendſhips ſenſual, natu- 
ral, and acquired, that they have no longer hold on 
our heart,to the prejudice of virtue. The fifth,a ba. 


{'n beyond all things moſt deteſtable, raking begin- 
ning from the love of God , and hope othis mercy, 
and ought always to be accompanied with a firm re- 
{olution of amendment. 1ts firlt foundation is the be- 
lief of a living God of a Godclear- ſighted, of a God 
dreadf:1l in all his judoments, from whence a ſervile 
fear of the pains due to fins begot, even inthe moſt 
ſtupid hearts. Thunder cauſeth Doves to fawn, and 
raiſeth cempeſts and earthquakes inthe ſoul. Then 


riſhing of worldly imaginations, in ſuch a manner, 20 Hope ariſeth above the horizon , ſcattering amo- 


that the meer repreſentation of them, may beget a- 
verſion & horrour in us. The {ixth, a diſcharge from 
world'y cares not neceſſary to ſalvatio.The feyenth, 
a deliverance from bitterneſs of heart & diſcontents 
which ordinarily ariſe from exceſſive love to crea- 
cures. | he eighth, a valiant flight from all kind of va- 
nity of ſpirir. The ninth,a contempt of ſenlible con- 
ſolations, when God wonld have us to be weaned 
from them, The tenth, a renouncing of ſcruples of 


rous beatns,throngh the :fured confidence we have 
ro obtain pardon for our {ins , by undergoing the 
yoke of Repentance, Then beginnech the love of 
God in the ſoul, to free and diſcharge it lf of the 
dew of heaven, Qh bleſſed a thouſand fold are they 
that waſh themſelves with: that ſow water which 
holy 7oþ mentioneth, Joh. 9. 30. and cleanſe them- 
ſelves in the wholſom pool of repentance ! 

Stir up as of cotrition Often tor all {ins in gene- 


mind, and O! OUr OWNn favtalics,to follow the coun. JO ral . and eſpecially tor thoſe defe es and ImperfeRi- 


ſel and will of thoſe that are ſuperiour unto us. The 
eleventh,an inſenſibilicy of the troubles that happen 
in adverſity, The twelith , an entire mofrification 
of judgment and will , that we follow all the infpi- 
rations of God,as true dyals the Sun. | 

He who hath proceeded therein thus far,maketh a 
true annibilatien of himfelf,& anexcellent oblation 
of all that he is : But if you cannot give the whole 
tree with ſuch pertetion,yet give at leaſt the fruics; 
defiring in concluſion, to offer up all your faculties, 
ſenſes, iyn&ions, words, works,and all that you are ; 
remenbring that fiying of S. Chryſoſtom, T hat it is 
the weſt \p3c kea 4 VAYIC f, f0 arfrand God of the oblatira 
of our ſilves, Offer to the Father your memory tO 
fit irasa choice veſlel wich profitable things, to the 
Son your zeacrftinding tO enlighten If with eternal 
trath, to che Holy Ghoſt your wif to exkindle it 
with his holy flame ; Say particularly to' the Incar- 
nate Word wich the devout virgin Gertrude. 


FO 


The ninthSECT 10K: 
1 be manner of e/fring our ſeiues to Cod 


(0) My freea Saviour, illuminate my iaten:i0:s with thy 
Ught, and ſupport my weaka"ſs by thy merey 3 1 recom- 
mend thy ſmall {ervice which 1 ſhall dethis day, tote anſneak- 
able ſwoetne(s of thy hrart ; and (et it from fence forward be- 
fore tine eys, todireft, correlh, and perfeft it. Toffer it and 
all tbat 1 am t0 (he, w;ih my whine aſe(tim, bo b ſor my ſelf 
&a1 all the faithful, and T offer it unin ibee, im the 1nfo8 of 


that miſt perfet intention whic' than h:dP?, when thaw pray- 6O 


- 


edt ito barth rothy Fatiier in Herven, 


The tenth SECT 10N. 
Of Contrition. 
The fourth AF of Devotion. 


His-1s an Act exceeding neceſſary in ſo dange- 
\ rouzan eſtate and fo great frailty as we conti- 


ons, whereurito you are, molt ſubject, with a firm 
purpole to oppoſe them (trongly,and by Gods help 
to root them our, Say-to that end, as followeth , 


The cleventh SECTION, 
A form of Contr:tion 


Ather, Thavuc ſinned ap@inſt heaven and bef.ve thee, and 
am a4 moe worthy tobe called ty ſon having paid ſagreat 


40 bounty itn contempt, and (6 mauy benefits with 11gratiinde. 


$4, fcuc Hot at ibe ravns ſr fer for my rebellion, b!1:t I [4 reve 
for bat ire vffend:d a Gad, rbo ought to be loved and bongnred 
above all ATE. 2 bere canl firde pz ' ſhmont C :C4EH tobe 
avenged on my (elf, and tears enoug' 10 waſh away my ojponces? 
Father, from beace forward the face of (in ſÞa!l be move bide: us 
to me then bel! :- Make me as one«f thybired ſervants, Mey 
God, thows art our Father, on! wr are noth ng, vitt ear. h and 
aft in commotion of Thee | Thou art our Maker, and we are 
all but clay in thy hards. My God, be not incen{ed ogainſt (0 
weh, {o rriched av object, My God, h:uve not the ſras of nay 
liſc paſl it. remembrance. 


The twelfth SECT 10 N, 
Of Petition or Requett. 
The fiſth Ad of Devotion, 


Certain great Fmperour coming into Foype, 

to ſhew the 7<cal he hal ro the publick good, 

ſaid ro'the Egyptians, Draw from me as from ory 

river Nilus; but vhat can be drawn from a man, 

but hopes which ſwell like bubbles of water rill they 

burſt. It is from God that we muſt d-aw, tor he is a 

fouritain which perpetually difuliech, who quench- 

ing the thirſt of all che world, bath himſelfbnr one, 

which 1s ( fauh Gregory Nazinnz'y ) that all men 
honld thirſt his bounty. 

We muſt neceſſarily bes of God feeirg our nece{- 
ſities conſtrain us ard his bounty invites us, we muſt 
beg of bim, according as te himielf bath raught us 1in 
the Lords Prayer, which is the ſumo alDiviniry; 


nually live in. Th-odorer in his 2weſtions upon the 70 we muſt ask in his Sons name , and with confidence 


Striptzre, faith, Thartherearerhree kinds ot life, 
intimared by the three ſorts of crearareFmentioned 


to-obtain, . We mutt pray for the Church, for the 


Paſtours , for our King, for publick necellities, for 
our 
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our ſelves, for our neighbours : we muſt pray for 
ſpiritual and temporal bleſlings according to occa- 
fon,as far as is lawfull. Yor wich purpoſe it is good 
to have a colletion of prayers for all occaſions, like 
alittle Fort, furniſhed with all pieces of battery, to 
force even heaven it ſelf, with a religious fortitude 
and a pious violence. 

Delire of God every morning at leaſt, That you 
may not offend him; That you may not wantGrace, 
Light and Courage, to reſiſt thoſe fins wherunto you 
are moſt inclined, 7 _—_ may praQtiſe thoſe vir» 
tues that are- moſt neceſlary for you: T hat you may 
be guided and governed this day by Gods provi- 
denice,in all thac corcerns your foul, body,and out- 
ward things : That you may obtain new graces and 
aſſiſtance lor the neceſſities of your neighbours, 
which you may hen ſet before him. Say tor your 
ſelf and for all thoſe that concern you, this form of 
prayer uſed by Themas Aquinas, 


The thirtcenth SEC TiO Ne 
A Form of Petition. 


God, give unto me. and to all thoſe nhom I commend in 

my prayers, en Underſtanding to know thee, an affetio- 
nate Devotion toſech thee, a Frſdom to finde thee 3, a Conver- 
ſairon to pleaſe thee; a Pirſeverance boldly to wait on thee ;; 
a Fiit') hapiily to embrace thee, My God, (o ordes it, that 1 
moy be wounded with 'by uſſerings m repentance, that in thu 
lif., I my uſe tl y bleſſings in grace, and enjoy in the other, thy 
eternal joys in the boſom of Glory, Sobe it, 


The ſourteewh Sx c T1ioN. 
Of the time proper for ſpiritual reading, 


Flieve me, you ſhall do well at this time of the 
morning, when your mindis freeſt from earth- 
ly thoughts, to uſe ſome ſpiritual reading ; ſome- 
times of the precepts, ſometimes of the lives of the 
Apoſtles and Saints, calling to mind that ſaying of 
Thaore in his Book ol Sextences : He that will live in 


- ' Oo 
the exerciſe «f God's preſence muſt pray and read fre- 4 


quently. When you pray, you ſpeak to God, and 
when you read,God ſpeaks to you ; good ſermons 
and good books are the finews of vircue, 

Obſerve you not how colours (as Philoſophy 
teacheth) have a certain light, which in the night 
time is obſcured and buried (asit were) in matter : 
Bur as ſoon as the Sun riſcth, & diſplayeth his beams 
on ſo many beauties that lar.guiſhed in darkneſs, he 
awakes them, ard makes them appear in their true 
luſtre ? So may we (truly )ſay,that we have all,ſome 
ſeeds of knowledge which wou!d be quite choaked 
(as it were) wh the vapours ariſing from our paſ- 
ſions,did pot the wiſdom of God (which ſpeaketh 
in the holy <cripture, and in good ſpiritual books) 
{tir them up, ard give them light and vigour to in- 
flame the courſe of ouraQtiors to virtue. Always be- 
foreyoutakea book in hand, invoke the Father of 
light codire& your reading. Read little if you have 
bur little leiſure, but with arcention ;' and make a 
pauſe at ſome ſenterce,which all that day may come 
into your memory, You will find, that good books 
teach nothing but ry«tb,command nothing but vir» 
tze, and promiſe nothing but happineſſe. 


"The fifteenth SECTION. 
An AbſtraCt of the doctrine of Feſws Chriſt, 


to be uſed at the Communion, 


Ohn 14, 6. I am the way, the truth, and thelife: no man 
come'h toibe Father, but by me. 

Mark 1, 15, The time fulfiled, and th: k'ngdomof God is at 
hand : Repcnt ye, and believe the Goſpel. 
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Part 1, 


Matth. 11.28. Come unto meall ye that labory and are bea- 
vy laden , and 1 will give you veſt ;; 

£9. Take my yoke upon you, and leara of me : for I am meek 
and lowly in beart : and ye ſhall finde reſt unto your ſouls. 

30. Foy my ycke is eaſie, and my burthen us light. 

Matth. 9.12. AU things whatſoever you would that men 
ſhovid de to you, do ye even ſo totbem © for this is the Law 
andihe Prophets. 

John 15. 12, This is my commandment, that ye love one ano- 
ther as 1 bave loved you. 

13. Greater love hath no manthen ths, that a man lay down 
bis life for bis friend, 

14. Ye are my friends, If ye do whatſoever I command you. 

Matth. 5.44. Love your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, 
dogood to them that hate you, and prey for them which de- 
ſpitefully uſe yon, and perſecute you. ; 

45+ That you may be the children of your Father woich is tn 
Heaven : For he maketh bis Sun to wiſe (i the evil and on 
the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and oz the nujuſt. 

Luke 5. 35. Be ye merciful, as your Faiber alſo u mcicaful, 

23. Judge not, and ye ſhall not be judged : condemn not, and 
ye (hall not be condemned : forgive, and it ſhall be ſorgiven. 

3e. Give, and it ſhall be given unto you. 

Luke 12..15, Toke heed and beware of covetonſneſs : for a 
mans liſe conſiſteth not in the abuxdaiice of the things which 
be poſſeſſeth. 

Matth. 7, 13. Enter ye in at the ſlrait-gate; for wide is the 
gate, and broad u the way that leadeth to deſtruttion, and 
many there be which go in thereat, 

14. Becanſe ſtrait is thegate, and nariow is the way which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that finde it. 

Matth. 10, 38. He thit taketh u#t bis Croſs and followeth af 
ter me, u not worthy of me. 

John 16. 33. 1n the world ye ſhall bave tribulation ; but be 
of good cheer, 1 ave overcome the world. 

Matth. 28. 26, Lo, 1 am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the wo'ld. 

Matth. 26.41. Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempt a« 
tion : the ſpirit indeed u willing, but the fleſh 1s weak. 
Luke 13.36. Let your loyis be girded about, and your lights 

burning. 

37+ Andye your ſelves like unto men that wait for the Lord, 
when he will return from the wedding, that when he cometh 
and khnocketh. thry may open unto him 1Mmediately. 

Luke 2.1. 34. Take beed to your ſelves, leſt at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with ſurfetting and drunk:nneſs and 
cares of this life. 

John 5. 28, The hour is coming, 1 the which all that aye in 
the grave, ſhall hear his voice: 

29, And ſhall come forth, they that have done good, unto the 
reſurreftion of | fe, and they that beve done evil, unto the 
reſurreftion of damnation, 


Io 
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The ſixteenth SECTION. 


hat ts to be done at the Celebration of 
the Sacrament, 
T the Celebration of the Sacrament, you ſhall 
A endeauour to ſtir up in your ſelf a great reve. 
5O rence of this imcomparable Majeſty,who cometh to 
fill the Sacrifice with his preſence, and fay : 

O Ged, diſpoſe me to offer unto T hee the merits of the 
life and paſſion of thy well-beleved Son. At this preſent 
Teffer up to thee in the nnionthereof my tnaer ſtanding, 
1m) Will, wy memory,my thoughts my words,my work s9 
my ſufferings andcenſolaticns my good,my life all that 
1 have,and all that [ can ever pretend unto. 

Afterwards,at the Preface when the Prieſt inviteth 
all to /ift up their hearts ts God,or when the Angeli- 

60 cal Hymn,called by the Ancients Triſagien, is pro- 
nounced, may be ſaid as followeth, being taken out 
of the Liturgies of S. James and S. Chry/oft ow. 


0 thee the Creatour if all things viſible cud inviſible : To 
. theethe T.eaſurer if eternal bl fſings: To thee the Foun 
tain of life and immortality. To thee thr abſlute Ln of the 
whol- world, be g'ven, as is dur, all praiſe, honour and worſhip, 
Let the Sun, Moon, and Ouires of Stars; the Aw, Earth, 
Sea, and al! t'at# in the Cr'eſtial Elementary world, bleſs 
thee. I.ctiby Jeruſalem, thy Church, from tho fir ft-born thereof 
alieadly enrolled in Heaver, g/orifie thee, Let the el '& ſouls of 
Apoſtle, Martyrs, and Prophets; Iet Angels, Arch- Angcls, 
Tinones, Dominations, Principalitics, Powers and Virtues. 
Let the diecA#ful Cherubim; and Serapoins perpetually ſirg the 
the Hymn of thy triumphs, Holy, 


70 


Part 1; 


Holy, holy, boly, Lord God of hofts, Heaven and Earth are 
full ef thyglory; Saves, O thou that dwelleſt in Heaven 
the palace of thy Majeſty. 

0 Lord Feſis, thou art the everlaſting Son of the Father, 
hen then tookeſt upon thee to deliver man, thou clothedſt thy 
ſelf with fleſh in the Virgias womb, When thou bdſt overcome 
the ſharpneſs of death, th did(t open unto us th! Kingdom of 
Heaven. To0u fitteſt at the 1igh4t hand of Godl, in the glory of 
the Father , and (halt judge both the quick and the dend. © 
Lord, belp thy ſervants, whom thou haſt redeemed with thy pre- 
cron blood, 


As ſoon as you have received the Sacrament, ſay 
this prayer of S. Bernard in his Aeditations upon 
the Paſſion. 


Heavenly Father , look down from thy Sanfuary 
() from the Thione of thy glory, upon the bleſſed ſacrifice, 
which our High Prieſt Zeſus, thy moſt innocent and [ſacred 
Sox, doth iffer unto thee for the (ins of brs Brethren. Pardon 
the multitude of our offences, and have compaſſion upon our 
miſerics, Hearken to the voice of the blood of that immaculate 
Lamb, which cr1"tb out to th:e, and be himſelf ſtandeth before 
thee at the right hand of thy Majeſtie, crowned with honour 
and glory. Bevold, 0 Lord, the face of thy Mefſias, who hath 
been obedient to thee, even tato death; and put not his bleſſed 
wounds aut of thy ſight, nor the ſatisfatioa he made for our 
ſins, out of thy remembrance. O let every tongue pratſe and 
blrſs thee in commemoration of thy infiaite go1dneſs,who 4id4'(t 
deliver thy enely Son over to death upon Earth, to mak bim our 
moſt prevalent Aduicate in Heaven . 

For Petition, Immediately after you have re- 
cited the Lords Prayer, fay-theſe words of the a- 


foreſaid Liturgie. 
0 God, be min-{c{i4! of all Paſtou's and faithful people, dwel- 


lirg in all paits of the habitable world, in the union of the Ca- 30 


tholich Faith, and preſerve then 1n thy boſy peace. 

© God, ble(s our moſtgricious King , and bis whole King - 
dom; here the prays which we offer up at thy Altar. 

0 God, remember all thiſe that travel by ſea or land, and are 
expoſed to ſo many dreadful dangers. Remember the many por 
priſoners,and Exiles who gromn itnder the miſeries of the world. 

0 God, remember the ſzrk, and all ſuch as are in any di{com- 
fort of mind * Remember the many poor ſouls oppreſt with bitter- 
neſs, who implore thy ſuccour. Remember alſo the converſron 
of ſo many Heraicks, Infide!s, aad (inners, whom thou baſt 
created after thine own 7mage. 
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muſt hear the word of God, & be preſent at Divine. 
Service,with all fervour and purity, Take greathecd 
that you ſtain not this day ( which. God harh ſer a- 
part for himſelf) with any diſorder, nor give the 
firſt fruits of the week to Dagcx which you ſhould 
offer up at the feet of the Ark of the Coyenant,, 
Munday which is the day wherein the Firmament 
was created,to ſeparate the celeſtial waters from the 
mteriour and terreſtrial , we will repreſent wnto ear 


10ſelves, that God hath given us Reaſez , asa Firma» 


ment to ſeparate divine coyitations from animal,and 
we will pray unto him, t@ mortifie anger and concu- 
piſcence in us,and to grant us abſolute ſway over all 
paſtiens, which reſiſt . eternal Law, 

T eſday,the day wherein the waters (which before 
covered the whole element of Earth)were ranked in 
their place , and the earth appeared, to become the 
dwelling,nurſe,and grave ot man; we wil! figure unto 
onr ſelves the great work of the ju7ification of the 


20 world,done by the IncarnateWord, who took away 


a great heap of cbſtacles (as well of ignorance as of 
ſin) that covered the face of the whole world , and 
made a Church, which Ike a holy Land, appears la- 
den with fruic and beauties,ro raiſe us up in faith, & 
to bury us in the hope of the ReſurreQtion, we will 
beferch him,to take away all hinderaxces to our ſoul; 
(ſo many ignorances, ſins, imperteRtons, fears, ſor- 
rows, cares, which detainit as in an abyſs,) and to 
repleniſh us with che fairs of juſtice, 

Wedneſday wherein the Sun, Aron,and Stars were 
created , we will propoſe unto our [elves for objetl, the 
Beauty and Excellency of the Church of God, ador. 
ned with the preſence of the Saviour of the world as 
with a $*»,and with ſo many Saints.as with $:ars of 
the Firmament , and we will bumbly beſeech Gd to 
embelliſh our ſoul with /;ght and virrze, ſuirable to 
its condition. Eſpecially,to give vs the fix qualities 
of the Sun, Greatneſs, Beauty, Meaſure, Fervoty, 
Readineſs and Fraitflueſs.Greaturſsun the elevation 


0 God, remember our Friends and BrnefaGours +: Arcept 40 of our mind above all creaied things, and in a CAaP2 - 


this ſacrifice for us (6:ne:8, and let us all feel the effes of thy 
Mercy; drive away [canda!, war, ant bereſie , and grant us 
thy peace and love. 

And at the end of the Communion ; 

0 God, power down thy graces uponus; dirett our ſteps $i 
thy ways, treng'h'n ws i1thy fear, confirm us in thy love, and 
give us at Liſt the inbe/it ance of t'y children. 

It is very expedient alſo ro have our deyotions 
ordered for every day of the week. 


The ſeventeenth SEC T10 N. 
Devetion ordered for the days of che I (21% 


E may derive an excellent praQtiſe of Devo- 

tien for every day of the pyeck,, from the 

Hymn of S. Ambroſe , uſed by the Church. For 

therein we learn to give God thanks for every 

work of the Creation , and ro make the greater 
world correſpond with the leffer. 

S*oday which is the day wherin the /ight was cre- 


o Which ſhall be made at the day of Gods judgment 


city of heart , which can never be filled with any 
thing,burt God : Beraxty,in gifts of grace ; Aſea/zire, 
to limit our paſſions, Fervonr,n the excerciſe 0! cha- 
rity ; Readineſs,in the obedience we ow to his Law: 
Frmtfulncſs,m bringing forth good works, 
Thurſday, the day wherein God ( as S. A;;broſ> 
ſaich)drew the birds and fires out of the waters,the 
birds to fliein the air , and the fiGes to dwell in this 
lower Element, z/e will imag:n' the great ſeparation 
when ſo vaſt a number of men , extracted from one 
and the ſame maſs, ſome ſhal be raiſed on high ro 
people Heaven,and enjoy the ſight of God , others 
ſhal be made a prey to hel and everiaſting rorments, 
And inthis great abyſs and horrour of thought , wwe 
will beſecch God to hold us in the number of his e- 
let, and tobe pleaſed ro mark ont onr prede- 
ſtination, in our good and commendable actions. 
Friday,wherein the other creatzres were brought 


ated,we Prould render thanks to0GGod, tor having pro- 65 forth, ard may created, who was then appointed tg 


duced this temporal light, which is the tmile of Hea- 
ven and joy of the world, ſpreading it like cloth of 
gold,over the face of the air and earth, & lighting 
it as a torch, by which we might behold his works, 
Then penetrating further ve wil give him thanks tor 
having afforded us his Son,called by the Fa.hers, the 
Day-bringer,to communicate unto us the great /ig/4t 
of faith,orhich is{a$fſaith'S. Bernara)a C op) of Eterni- 
ty,we will humbly beſeech him, that this light may ne- 
ver be cclipſed in our underſtandings , bur may re- 
pleniſh us every day more & more, with the know- 


ledge of his blefſed will. And for this purpoſe we 


them for a King andGovernour, we will ſet before ns 
the greatneſs, excellency,and beauty of this X72z,in 
the Talents which God hath given him, as well of 
Srace, as of nature, How much. it caſt to make him, 
the hands oftheCreatour being imployed in his pro. 
duction: Hands (ſaich S. Baſil which were to him as 4 
womb but how much more it coſt ro make himanevy, 
drawing forth fo much labour, ſweat, & bloud f:om 
the Son of God, who annihilated himſelf for him,che- 


70 riſing and fiſtering him ( faith Thomas Aquinas 


in his Treatiſe of Beatitzde) i» /n:ch [ort, that one not 
well inſkrufed by faith, wanld ſay, Man Were the goa 
pt 
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THE 


of God himſelf : Hereupon we wilt beg, that we may: 
not fruſtrate the merit of the life of God, given to 
eternize ours, and we will praQtiſe ſome kird of 
gortification,to bear God in onr age faith S. Paul) 
and to conform our ſelves to the ſufferings of the 
King of the afflicted. 

Saturday , which is the day wherein God »:fted 
from the Creation of the world ; we wif meadtrate 
upoii the ft, the bleſſed enjoy in Heaven, There is 


CHRISTIAN DIARY. 


At Evenings. 

When darkneſs draweth near,we b<ſeech the Di- 
vine Majelty to gather unto him our hearts,oppreſ- 
ſed with fin, and diſtracted by ſo great diverlity of 
aRions , to cleanſe them, ard to direct them in the 
way of Eternity: that when we ſhall be deprived of 
this temporal light , we may make a ſweet retreat 
into the boſom of God, who is the Fountain of 7x- 
teltefi nal light : ard that having finiſhed our lite, .as 


no more poverty; no more ſickneſs, no grief, no 10 We have ended this preſent day, we may receivethe 


» 


care, no calumny, no perſecution, no heat, no cold, 
no mght, no alteration, no confuſion, no noiſe, The 
body reſteth five or fix foot nnderground, freed 
from the relapſing imployments of a trail and dying 
life, It isin the grave, as in an rimpregnable For- 
treſs, where it no longer fears debts, Ser jeants, pri- 
ſoners, nor fetters. And the ſoul, when it is glorifi- 
ed, leadeth thelife of God himſelf : a vital life, an 
amiable life.an inexhauſtible life, for which we muſt 


prize of Beatitude, 
| At going ts bed. 

Now that darkneſs covereth the face of the earth, 
we will ſhelter our ſelves ( like l:ile birds) under 
God's wing peiceciing him to keep us (according 
to his accultomed goodneſs) in his protection, to 
drive away evil dreams, and the illuſtons of night 
trom our ſleep , hindering the crafty ſurprizals of 
our pang , who gocth up and down hike a roar- 


figh and labour,and beg it often of God with the tears 20 0g Lion, belerting the ſheep-told, 


of our eys, and the groans of our heart \, as ſairh S. Au- 
onſt ine. 

It is requiſite, the ſame day, to make a review of 
the whole week, ro examine the {tate of your ſoul, 
your paſſions, affections, intentions, aims, proceed- 
ings, and progreſſions, 

And eſpecially at the months end,to conſider di. 
ligently what God would have of us , what we of 
him, and what courſe we take to pleaſe both him 


and our ſelves : what defire we have of perfection, 30 


what obſtacles, what defe&s, what reſiſtance, what 
means; and to manape all our endeavours under the 
proteCion of our great Captain Feſws Chriſt. 


The eighteenth SECT10 N, 
Devotion for the howrs of the day, 


He © hurch likewiſe aſſigneth us a prafice of 
| 4ewction for every bony of the day, if we will ap. 
ply it right. For as if ſhe meant ofaChriſtian Cham. 


pion, to make a true Bird of the Sun, which ſfaluteth 40 


that bright Star almoſt every hour, ſeeming to ap- 
plaud by its ſongs, and the clapping of its wings. $0 
ſhe requireth, that in imitation thereof,we loſe not 
God out of ſight all the day long ,. but keep perpe- 
tual Centinel, to worſhip and pray to him. 
At the break, «f day. 

( Not to ſay any thing of our nightly exerciſe ) 
TheChurch inviteth us,in the Hymn ofS. Ambreſe, 
to ask five things : the proteQion of God for all 


that day, peace, government of the ſence, guard of 50 ſu perfluity, 


the heart, and mortification of the fleſh. 
At the third 
Hour,from the riſing of the Sun, the hour where. 
inthe Hely Ghoft deſcended in the likeneſs of fiery 
tongues upon the Apoſtles, we pray to the Hey 
Gheſt lo to repleniſh our underſtandings, our wills, 
our ſenſes, our hearts, our torgues, our months, 
with vigour and flame, that we may by our good 
example enkindle our neighbours, 
At the ſxth, 

Which is noon ,, we look up to our ſon of Juſtice, 
to entreat of him four things; thar is, alienation 
from the heat of concupiſcence, mortification of an- 
ger, health of body, and peace of mind. 

At the winth. 

Which is about three a clock , when the Sun is 
now declining towards the Weſt,we caſt our cic up- 
on our great Star,and deſire him(as he is the immo- 
vable Center,about which the world is turned; and 


1heſe devotions are grave, authentick, and ſuffi- 
cient, throughly to infiru® a ſoul that will praCtile 
them, 
The nineteenth SE cT10N. 
Of Confeſſun,a very neceſSary att af Devotion ; 
and advice thurcupon. 

[| Place Confeſſion and Communion , amensgſt the 

weekly devorions ; becauſe for fuch as dere ro 
lead a pure life, there 1s noexceſs, if at the weeks 
end, they acquit themſelves of this duty. And al. 
though lhave lately ſpoken enough , accgrding to 
my cope, of the pre&tile of theſe exerciſes,in T rea- 
tifes upon this ſubject : and that ro write more con- 
cerning them after ſo many books, were bur to 
bring a drop of water tothe river ; yet am 1 obli- 
ged by the neceſlity of my deſign,to tell you in few 
words, that tro make your Cenf: ſſo; good, it ought 
to have the properties of a Looking-slafs. Seliduty, 
lively repreſentation, ard clearne(s 

Soliauty ,, 1.1n going to it with much conſidera. 
tion of your own miſery, fins, and iumperfeRions, 

2, Much reverence towards the Majeſty of God. 

3. A reaſonable examination of your conſcierce, 

4. A diſhke of your offences, more tor God's 
ſake, ihen out of any other conſideration. 

Li: ely repreſ tation: 1. 1n avoiding confeſſions 
made by rote, which have always one and ihe fame 
rune : or ſuch asare over dry, and not ſufficiently 
explained : cr ſuch as are too hiſtorical , and full of 


2. In repreſenting perſpicuouſly the ſtate of your 


. ſoul, and fuccinRly diſcovering how you have be- 


baved your Iclf. 

Firſt , in thoſeaRs of devotion , which concern 
more particularly the Divine Serrice : accuſing your 
ſelt 0: 1mpure intentions, negligences, irreverences, 
voluntary diſtractions, conterpt of holy things, 
co!dnefs 1n laith, and evil thoughts. 

tecondly,towards your {clf, inthe diretion both 


60 of your interiour and exteriour, namely , in ſins of 


vanity, pride, ſenſuality, intemperance,curioſity,im- 
purity ,idlenels, pulillanimiry,anger,envy, jealoufee, 
quarrels,averaon impatience, niurmuring, lies, de- 
traction, injuries, ſwearing, breach of promiſe, im- 
pertinent. and idle diſcourſe, flattery, ſcoffing, and 
mockery. 

Thirdly, towards your neighbours, as well ſuperi- 
ours ard <qua1s,as inferiours; unfolding the defects 
that may have happened in the duties, which Cha» 


holdeth the beginning and continuance of light, in -9 rity or Juſtice oblige you to render to every one 


his hand:) firſt,to grant us a happy evening: ſecond- 
ly, a conſtancy in virtue-: thirdly, a good end, 


accorcing to his degree. 


Here examine every word,and you ſhall find mat- 
ter tor acculation, Clegr* 


Part ko 


IHE- CHRISTI 
Clearne[s of Confellion, confiſtech in explaining | 
your ſelves in ſimple honeſt, and ſignificant terms. 
S Bernard in bis book of the [nterioxr houſe(which 
is the Conſcience) bath compoſed a brief torm of * 
Confeſſion, making the peritent ſay thus ; 
F 4 ber, 1 accuſe #y {lf Crit I have beea dz, quieter with 


[LT 
ano'r, exaſperatid with eavy, puffed uy with pride, and have 
«= 3 : , i 


th:reupon f.cl'cn ito an 18c-nſtaic) of mi:d, [coffizgs, ſlanders, 
and exceſs of ſpe: 6h. 


1 accuje my [eif, That I bave been more ready'to judge my 


Part 1. 


ſuper;ou s, then to obey them: Toat betngrejreacnded fur my 10 


faults, 1 have miurmured, and ſh.wed my ſelf 1ef, attory in 
matte; s of duty 

I accuſe my (if, That I have preferred my ſelf before my 
b-tters;, vaunt.ng and boailing, with much vyauity and pre- 
ſumytton, if a'l tout be'onged to me, and deſpijing others with 
meothe:y and der: (on, 

1 accuſe m; ſelf, That 1 bave neg/efled the duty of my own 
charge, and amilitionſly aimed at others. 

I have nevber bad-reſpett ! obedience, nor modeſiy. in my 
words, 19 g3v(ruacnt in my caritoge ; but much ſelſ-opinioa 
in my iztentions, bardeſs in my beart, aad vain-glory #n my 
wo as. 

I accuſe my felf,That I have been a Hypocrite, ſtiff ia batred 
and averſion from my neig\bour, bu/#1g in ſpeech ; impatient of 
ſb, cflion, ambitions of bonour, covetous of wealth, flothful in 
wothe of Coajity and: Devaiien, in converſation lnſociabl, 
aid many times wactuil, 

I arcuſe my elf ,1'pas 1 have been rexdy to ſpeak of the ati. 
ons of ot\crs, 1a 3 72 cenſer ig, contentions 1h arguing, difdain- 
ful ia learing, preſemptuocs in informing othec's, diſſulute ia 
langht'r, exceſſive pleaſur's of taſt, and ia gaming, coſtly 
ina pe! burtbenfom to my friends, troubleſom to the peaceful, 
ungrat ful:ot,.oſe whobave done me any good, harſh and im- 
p-170u8 '6 [5 as Were under my cage. 3 

I bave boaſted 19 bave done that which 1 did avt, to have 
ſtea what I [21 not, 10 have ſaid hit T [aid not, and on the 
coitiary have diſſembled and dented to have ſeen what T have 
ſ{eea,to bave {aid wh t1 did ſay,and to have din what I did do. 

I accuſe my ſelf of carnal thoughts, impure rememb- auces, 
diſhns Tt mottoas, mbich Ihbave not ſoon eaorgh reliſted, 

They who live more diſſolutely, ſhall find ( as 
Hamartelss, a Greck Anthour faith) that they have , 
great accounts rocalt up, at the audit of concupi- 
icence : whereivre they may examine themſelyes 
concefning kiſſes , touchings, ſoftnels, pollution, 
fornicatious, adulcerics, abuſe of marriage, and 0- 4 
ther tinscalicd monltrous: adding alſo impieties, 
ſorcerics, divinations, falſe oaths,perjuries, blaſphe. 
mies, calumnies, contentions, diſobediences, inju- 
"TW _. C1 a 
{{1ces, oppreſsions, falſhoods, thefts, ufuries, facri- 
ledges, and the ke, 

You mult not think that there can be made a 
Form of Confefcion like a Boot fit. for all legs : 
conſciences are a- faces,every one hath its diverſicy, 
What S. Bernard hach faid in general, may ſerve for 
a dire&ion , yet mult it be particularized with the 

ircumſlances, expreſſing che intention, quality, 

manner, and continuance of the vice, 


1 he twenticch SEC T10O N, 


{n excellent Prayer of $, Augultine for this 
exerciſe, taken out of a Manuſcript of Car- 
dinal Seripandus, 


Gd, bebo'd the ſtains ant waouads of my fin, wich I ne- 

_J wei can, nar will vide fromthe ey» of thy Mujeſtze: I'g 
feel the ſmart of them already, in remorſe of my con[cience, and 
e:ber ſuffi rinss ordained by thy providence for my correftiin ; 
put all hat I (uſſoy, cannot equal my domerit, I onely wonder, 
that fee!:n7 the pain of (in ſo often, 1 il retain the milice and 
obttnacy of it. My weakneſs bawet! under the burthenz yet ny 
taiquity 1eminet's immoveable, My lif: eroancth in lan- 
guiſhn nts; yet is no! vifarmed in its works. If thou deferie 
the puniſh neat, 1 deferre my amondment ;, and if thau thaſl iſe 
me, I can ng longer endure. Whileſt thou correfteſt, 1 conſef's - 
my off care, but af. er thy viſitatian I remember my ſorrows a9 
more. As lonx as tos haſt the rod ia hand to ſcourge me, I 
promiſe all ; But if thou withdraws it, I rerſorme nothing. If 7 
thou touc': me, 1eric out for mercy : and if thou pardon, I a- 
£12 yravike tee bo /ijhte; O Lind God, I confeſs my miſciies, 


20 


© 


5e toward him. 


AN DIARY. 

and imylore thy clemency , without which there is no [alug- 
tion for me. O Gol, giut me wbut 1n:h of thee, thong with- 
out any mertt of mine, fincc 4th -ut any, merit of mine then 
baft taken me out of nothing, 10 ask it of thee, 


46; 


The one and twenticthSEs CT16GKx. 


Of Communion , the ehiefeſ} of all att, of De- 


votion ; with a brief Aduice concerning the 
wI 


prattice of tt, 

S for Receiving, remember the ſix leaves of 

A the Lilly, which it ought to have , 1 mean, de- 

fre and purity, before you preſent your ſelf at it; 
Humility andCharity in p.cſentingyour.ſelf;chanks. 
giving and newneſs of fþirit atter you have preſent. 
ed your ſelf, And if you d:(ire to know the qualities, 
whereby you may diſcern a luke-warm Communi- 
on from a fervent. | ſay, that a good  ommunion 
ought to be /ightſem, ſavonry, nouriſhing, and effe. 
Qual. Lighiſom, inilluminating you ever more and 
more with che light and truthof faith , which be- 
gets in you an elteem of divine things , and a con. 
tempt of the worldly, fading, and temporal. $a- 
voury , in making you to reliſh in will and ſenſe, 
what you know by the light of underſtanding, Yer 
if you have not this laſt,in a tender and ſenſible de. 
votion, be not diſcomforted at it : for ſex/1ble de- 
votion Will often happen to thoſe that have leaſt chari. 
ty; as Richard obſerves upon the Canticles ; 
Aﬀett noſa duleftio interdum officit minus diligentew. 

It is ſufficient that you have good habits of virtue in 
the upper Region of your foul. Vouri/hing,in keep- 

ing your ſclf in a good ſpiritual e{tate, in good re. 
ſentments of heavenly things,in good affeCtions to- 

wards the ſervice of God, free trom drinefs, lean. 

neſs, and voluntary barrenneſs. Effe&tnal, in np- 

plying your ſelfimmediarly to the exerciſe of ſol:d 

virtues, humility, patience, charity, and the works 
of mercy : for that 1S the moſt undoubred mark of 

a good Communion, 

[t is good to preſent your ſelf with ſincere inten- 
tions, pondered and firted to occurrences, commu- 
nicating {as Bonaventure obſerves) ſomerimes for 
remiſkon of ſins, ſomerimes for remedy of infirmi- 
ties, ſornetimes for deliverance out of ſome afthRi- 
on, ſometimes to obtain a benefit, ſometimes for 
thankſpiving ; ſometimes alſo for the help of our 
neighbour. And laſtly, ro offer upa perteR praiſe 
to the moſt bleſſed Trinity , to commemorate the 
paſſion of eſs Chrift, and to grow daily in love 

To this end, betore you communi. 
cate, you miy fay this prayer of Thomas Aquinas, 


Molt (weet JESUS, My Loid and Maſter, 0 that the 

force of thy Love, ſubtl-r then fire, and [ſweeter thea boney, 
wou'd engulf my ſoul in an Abyſs, drawing 1: f-om all inorcds- 
nate afſcftiuns to things beneath Haven; that I might die 
with love cf tee, ſince out of love thou diaft voucn/:fe to die 
en the Croſs far me! 


And after Communion, make theſe Petitions of 
S. Augnſtine. 


God, let mo krow thee; and lt me alſo know my ſelf; 
Lot tiiz ead of my deſires be ever woere thou avt : O Gol, 
let me bear 1» bated, bat to my (elf; nor love, but to ther 2 
and be thou the veginning, progreſs, and the end of all my atti- 
ons. O God, let me humble my [elf even to the deep, and ex- 
al: thee aboe the beavens ;, having my mine employed onely is 
thy praife. O God, let me ate in my (elf, and liven t'y beat; 
ond 1-1 me receive all that com's from thy providence, as giſts 
frim Heauen, O God, let me perſceute my ſelf as an enemies 
and follow thee as an-onely friend. O God, let me have no aſ- 
ſuyance, but the fear of thy holy Name; nor confidence, but the 
o diffidence of my ſelf. O God, when will the day come, win 
thou ſhalt take awry the evil of the Temple, that 1may behold 
thee face 10 face, to enjoy thee eternally ? 
Nnn THE 
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SECOND PART 


OF IHE 


CHRISTIAN DIARY: 


The it SECTION. 


Twelve fundamental Conſiderations of Virtne, 


= 


Ou muſt firmly believe , that the chiefeſt 

Devotion confiſteth in praRtice of virtues, 

without which, there is neither ſolid piety, 
nor hope of ſalvation. 

Paradiſe holds none but bleſſed ſouls, and hell the 
wretched ; but the world , wherein we live , hath 
many kinds of merchants ; ſome traffick with Ba- 
bylen, others with Sin ; ſome, through their ill tra- 
Loo and diforderly carriage, go on inſenſibly to the 


EY OY ,and curſe. What he is made 
by Grace ;, a child of light, an earthly Angel, ſon 
by adoption to the heavenly Father, brother and co- 
heir with Jeſus Chriſt, a veſſel of eleRion, the tem- 
ple ofthe Holy Ghoſt. What he may be by Glory , 
an inhabitant of Heaven, beholding then thoſe ſtars 
under his feet, which are now over bis head ; feaſt- 
ed with the ſight of God, his beginning, his end, his 
true, only, and original happinels. 


laſt miſery , which is a baniſhment from the life of 10 The ſecond, the benefits received from God,con- 


God, into an eternity of puniſhment: Others,go on 
in aſtreight line,to the firſt and ſovereign bappineſs, 
which is the viſion, fruition, and poſſeſſion of God, 
in an eternity of inexplicable joys. If you deſire 
to take this latter courſe, I would adviſe you, to ſet 
often before you theſe twelve Conliderations , 
( which 1 have inſerted in my Book of the Holy 
Court) for in my opinion they are twelve great 
motives to all ations of virtue, 


ſidered in general as thoſe of Creation, Conſerya- 
tion, Redemption, Vocation;& in particular,the gifts 
of the body, of the ſoul, of nature,of capaciry,abili. 
ty, induſtry, diſcretion, nobility, offices, authority, 
means,credir, reputation,pood ſuccehs in buſineſ;, & 
the like ; which are given us from Heaven as inſ{tru- 
ments to work out our ſalvation. And ſometimes one 
of the greateſt benefits, is that, which tew account a 
benefit,to have none of all thoſe helps which lead a 


The firſt, is the nature and dignity of man, that is 20 Preſumptuous, weak,and worldly ſoul to ruin; but on 


to ſay, the firſt and continual ſtudy of man ought to 
be man himſelf ; to behold what he was, what he is, 
and what he ſhal be. What he was, nothing; what he 
is.a reaſonable creature, whar he ſhal be,a gueſt ci- 
ther of Paradiſe,or of hell, of eternal happineſs, or of 
everlaſting miſery, What he is by Natare;a Maſter. 
piece, in which there are a thouſard ſeveral moti- 
Ons ; « Body framed with admirable ArchiteCture, a 
Soul endowed with underſtanding , Reaſon , War, 


the contrary, their better wants in the efteem of the 
world, beget in him an eſteern of heavenly things . 
Man(fecing what he was, what he is,& what he n:uſt 
be, whence he cometh, whither he goeth,and that y- 
nion with God, his beginning,is his ſcope,mark,and 
aim;) if he follow the diQtates of his reaſon, preſently 
refolveth , that no finew nor vein he hath, bur Chal 
tend to this end, to ſabdue his paſſions, and to ſefye 
creatures no farther then he knows them available 


Judgment, Will, Memory, Imagiration, and Opi- 30 tO attain to the Creatour. Serva commiſſum, expetta 


nion:a Soul,which in an inſtant flieth from one Pole 
ro the other ; deſcends to the centre, and mounts up 
co the top of the world ,_ which in one inſtant isin a 
thouſand ſeveral places; which fathoms the Uni- 
verſe , without touching it ; which goes, gliſters, 
ſparkles, which ranſacks all the treaſures and maga- 
zines of Nature, which finds out all ſorts of inven: i- 
ons, which frameth Arts, which governeth States, 
which ordereth worlds. This ſou! in the mean time 


promiſſum , cave probibitum. Every creature faith 
theſe three things to man:O man, preſerve that which 
3s committed to thee , expett that which is promiſed 


thee, and eſchiw that which is ferbidden thee. 


The third conſideration, is the Paſſion of the Son 


of God, an Abyſs of grief, reproaches,annihilations, 
love,mercy,wiſdom, humility, patience,charity ; the 
book of books;theſcierce of ſciences, the ſecret of ſe- 
crets,the ſhop where all good reſolutions are forg'd, 


ſeeth her pſ9; abour her, like an infinite compa- go where all virtues are rehin'd, where all kno:s of holy 


ny of dogs, barking at her bappineſs, and off<ring 
on every {ide to {eize upon her with their teeth. 
Love fools her Ambition racks her, Covetouſneſs 
ruſts her,Laſt inflames her, Hope tickles her, Pleaſure 
melts her, Deſpair Cepreſles her, Anger burns her, 
Hatred ſowers her , Envy gnaws her, Jealouſtes 
prick her , Revenge exaſperates her , Cruelty har- 
dens her, Fears freeze her,and Sorrow conſumes her, 
This poor ſoul (ſhut up in the body,like a bird of 


obligations are tied , the ſchool of all Martyrs,Con» 
ſeſſours,and Saints. Our weakneſs and faintnels pro- 
ceeds only from want of contemplating this infinite 
tabler, Who would once open his mouth to com= 


plain of doing too much, of ſuffering too much, of 


being thrown too low, too much deſpiſed, too much 
diſquicted, if he conſidered the life of God delive- 


red oyer and reſigned for his ſake to fo painful la- 
bovr, ſo horrible confuſions, ſo inſupporcable ror- | 


Paradiſe in a cage) is quite amazed to ſee her (elf al- 5o ments? No! vivere fine velaere, cum te video val- 


failed by all this mutinous niwltitude : and al- 


though ſhe holds in her hand the ſcepter of govern: 

ment, yet ſhe often ſuffers her ſelf ro be deceived, 

raviſhed, and dragged into a miſcrable ſlavery. 
Conſider alſo what man is by ſez, vanity, weak- 


neratnm : Oh my God ! as loyg as I ſee thywoxxds, I 
will n'ver live withoxt Wound , ſaith Bonavertr:re. 


The fourth : the examplesof all the Saints who 


have followed theKing in the high way of theCrols, 
When we look upon the progrels of Chriſtianity, 


and 


Part 2, 


and the ſucceſſion of ſo many Ages,wherſoever our 
conſideration fetreth foor,it tinds nothing but bloud 
of Martyrs,combats of Virgins, Prayers, Tears,1 aſt- 
ings, Sack-cloth, Hair-cloth, Atfli tions, Perſecutions 
of 10 manySaints, who have taken Heaven,as it were 
by violence: Some there have been, who having filled 
graves with their limbs (corn off with engines and 
twords of perſecution)yet remained alive to endure 
and fuffer in their bodies, which had more wounds 
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diſlike of this preſent life,is,chat we live in a time as 
full of diſeaſes as old age of indifpoſitions ; we live 
in a world extremely corrupt,of which may be faid, 
It 1s a moniter,whoſe underilanding,is a pit of dark- 
neſs , his reaſon, a ſhop of malice , bis will, a bell, 
where thouſands of pajljons outrageonſly inteſt hims 
his eyes are two Conduit-pipes ot fire, our of which 
flie ſparkles of corcupiſcerce ; his torgue,an inſtru- 
ment of curling ; his tece, a painted hypocrifie , his 


then parts: Demorabaxtur in lice artenti, quorum 10 body,a ſpunge lull of filth, his hands, harpies talons, 


membris pleni erant tumuli, faith Zeno, 1s 1t not a 
ſhame to have the ſame name,the ſame Baptiſm,the 
ſame Profeition, and to delire ever to tread on R o- 
ſes ? to be embarqued in this great ſhip of Chriſti- 
anity, with ſo many brave ſpirits, and to go under 
hatches, to {leep, like the out-calts and ſcorns of 
humane Nature ? 

The fitch : the peace of a good conſcience,the in. 
ſeparable companion of honeſt men,which ſugeceth 


and to conclude,he owns no faith, but infidelity, no 
L ord, but his paſſion , no God, but his belly , what 
content can there be in living with fach a monſter ? 

The ſeventh : If there are any pleaſures in this 
life, they do nothing but overflow the heart ſlight- 
ly with a little ſuperticial dele&ation. Sadneſs dives 
into the bottom of my ſoul, and when ir is there, 
you would think ic hath leader. feer, never to go 
thence ; bur pleafure doth only tickle us in the out- 


all cheir tears, which ſweetneth all their ſharpneſs, 20 {ide of the skin, and then all thoſe ſweet waters run 


which melceth all their bitterneſs; a continual feaſt, 
aportable theater a delicious torrent of unſpeakable 
content, which beginneth in this world,and is often 
felt in this life, even in chains, priſons, perſecutions; 
what then will it be, when conſummated in the 0- 
ther lit? When the curtain of the great Tabernacle 
ſhali be withdrawn , rohen we ſhall ſee God face to 
face, ina body impaſſible as an Angel, /abtle as a 
beam of light, /wift as the wings of thunder bright as 


downwith halle, to diſcharge themſelves into the ſea 
of bitterneſs, | or this reaton, Saint A»gnſtine ſaid, 
when any proſperity preſented it ſelf betore his eys, 
he durlt not touch it , he beheld pleaſure as a wan- 
dering bird, that would deceive nm, and flie away 
is ſoon as he ſhould offer tolay hold of it. 

The eighth: Pleaſures are begot in thefſenſe, and 
like abortives dic in their birth;thar defies are full 
ot difquiet , their acceſs, of violent, forced and tur- 


the Sun , and when we ſhall dwell among ſo goodly 39 bulent commotions : their fatiery is ſeaſoned with 


and flouriſhing a company, in 4 palace of ineſtima. 
ble glory , where we ſhall enjoy no lite bur rhe life 
of God,the knowledge of God, the love of God, as 
long as God ſhall be God. Neſcio quid erit, quod 
iſta vita men erit ubs Inicet quod non capiat locus nbi ſee 
nat quod won rapit tompas, ubi olct quod nun ſpargit 
flatus, ubi ſapit quod non minut eaacitas, ubi heret 
quod wn divellit etcrnitas, ſaid S. Auguſtine. What 
Wit that life be, or rather, what Will not that life be ? 


ſhame and repentence; they pals away as foon as 
they have wearicd out the body, and leave it like a 
bunch of grapes, whoſe juice hath been preſſed our, 
as faith 5, Bernard They firecch themiclves our at 
tull length, to much purpoſe, when they muſt end 
with this lite; and it is a great charce,if even during 
lite, they prove not execurioner to him that enter- 
tains them, 7 ſce m greater pleaſrire in this world, 
then the centenipt of pleaſrere ; Nola major voluptas, 


Fince all good, tther 15 not at all, OY 4 in ſuch a life . 40 Ham veluptatis faſt idinm ſaith T:rtillian. 


Light, which place Cannot comprehend * PWeaces and 
mnſick, which time cannit raviſh away: Oaonrs, 
which are never diſcipated © a Feaſt, which is never 
conſumed : a Bleſsing, Which Eternity beſtowcth, but 
Eternity ſhall never ſce at an end. 

The i1xth, is on the other {ide ro conſider the ſtate 
of this preſent lite : A true dream which hath onely 
the dilturbances, bur never the reſt of ſleep. a child- 
iſh ſport, atoil of burthenfom and ever-relapt.ng 


The ninth : He that conſumerh his time in plea- 
ſures, when they {lide away (hke waters occaſioned 
by a ltorm) findeth himfelt def'trute and aſhamed, 
like a Pilgrim deſpciled by a Thick fo many golden 
harveſts which tine prefenced to him, are paſſed a- 
way,and the ruſt of a heavy age turmſhed him with 
nothing but forrow for havirg done ill, and impo- 
tence to do well; what thes remains, but to fay with 
that miſerable King,who gave away his <cepter for 


ations; where for one roſe we meet with a thouſand 50 2 gials of water, Ales! 1Mrjt 1 for fo frort a pleaſnre, 


thorns, for an ounce of hony a tun of gall, tor appa- 
rent $60d, real evil: The happieſt here may number 
their years, but not their cares, the paths here to the 
higheit honours, are all of ice, and oiten bordered 
only by precipices, Its felicitics are floating |flands, 
which always retire, when we bur offer to touch 
them ; they are the f:alt of Heliogabalts, where are 
many mvications, many ceremonies, many complie- 
ments, many fervices, and at the end of ail this, we 


loo/e fo great a Kingaom ? 

The tenth : vin always carrieth ſorrow behind ir, 
but not always true repentance.; Itis an extraordi- 
nary favour trom God, to have time to bewail the 
offences of our lite paſt, and to take that time by the 
foretop. Many are lent into the other wofid with- 
out once thinkins oftheir departure and ſome think 
of it at their death with many tears , but not one 
cood at of repentance:they weep for the fins which 


find a table and banquet of wax, which melts at the 60 torſake them, and not for God whom they have 


fire, whence we return more hungry then we came, 
It is the inchanted epg of Oromazes, in which that 
Impoſtour boaſted, that he bad ercloſed all the hap- 
pineſs ofthe world:but broken,thiere was found no- 
thing but wind. Omnia hes ecuſpettn noſtro infiatoſts 
coloribns lenoeinantnr : vis illa oculoram attributa 
lumini,non applicetuy errori faith Excherins. All theſe 
proſperities flatter our (enſes with an imp'ſt are of falſe 
colenrs:why do we ſt fer thoſe eyes to be taken in the 
{nares of errour s,Whii h are given tts by Heaven to be- 
bold the light ,and not to miniſter naro tying 2 Beſides, 
another thivg which ſhould pur us into an infinite 


loſt. True contrition is a hard work, how can he ob- 
tain it who hath ever falſified it? Fact i7s inven, 
#1 amnocentiam ſervare uf, anam grit Connriue Pornie 
tentiam aferint, ſaith S, Amnbreſe. 

The eleventh : Death all this while 1s comiris on a 
oreat place, hewaits for you at all hours,jn all places, 
ard yer you cannot wait for him fo muck as one 
minute, fo difpleafing is this thought unto. you 3 his 
ſentence is more clear and perſpicuous, then it it 
were written with the Suns beams, and yet cannot 
weread it; his trumpet ſounderth perpetually;more 
andibly rhen thunder, and yet we hear it nor. 
,-Nann 2 Gol 
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No wonder, that David, P/al. 49. 4. calleth it (ac- 
cording to the Hebrew)a Riddle,every one beholds 
the Tablet, but few know the meining : yet it is a 

ranted truth, that we muſt bid along tarewel to all 
Pich things of life, as canextend no further then 
life it ſelf , a granted truth, that we mult inberit 
ſerpents and worms in a houſe of darkneſs : How 
excellent a leſſon might be learned from hence | to 
know it once well, we muſt ſtudy it every day : E- 


ternal God, an eternal Paradiſe,an everlaſting Hel, 
an everlaſting life: ard as Faceb's flocks, by lookin 

upon the ſtreaked rods, brought forth ring-firicked 
and ſpotted Cattel, fo all you do, incontemplatin 

this Eternity, will be coloured with eternity, And 
if any temporal pleaſure , or opportunity to com- 
mit a ſin, were offered, you would ſay as Demeſt he- 
ves the Oratour, did of the beautiful Lats, when he 
was asked an exceſsiue ſum of mony to behold her, 


very where we ſee Watches and Clocks, ſome of to 7 will not Suy repentance ſo dear : 1 am not ſoill a 


gold, ſome of ſilver , others beſt with pretious 
ſtones : they give us notice of all hours except that 
which muſt be our laſt ? and fince they cannot ſtrike 
that hour,we muſt make it ſound inour conſcience, 
The very inftant that you are reading this, a thou- 
ſand and perhaps a thouſandſouls,loos'd from their 
bodies, arc preſented before God's Tribunal:what 
would you do,if you were now to bear them com- 
pany ? Omnia iſta contemnito quibus ſolutus corpore 
nn indigebis, ſaid Diodore : In a word,defþiſe time- 
ly, whileft you arc in the boay thoſe things whereof you 
foalt have no need, when you are ont of the beajy. 

The twelfth : your ſoul ſhall go forth, and of all 
her followers in life,ſhall only be attended by good 
and evil. If ſhe be ſurprized in fin, Hell ſhall be her 
ſhare ; Hell,the great Lake of God's wrath : Hell, 
the common-ſhore of all the filth of the world : 
Hell, the ſtore-houſe of eternal fire : Hell, a (bot. 
tomleſs depth , where there is no evil but muſt be 
expected, nor good that can be hoped, 

Theſe twelve conſiderations are very fitto be 
meditated upon monthly, ar leiſure, 


The ſecond Sn C T 1 0ON. 


Seven paths of Eternity, which lead the ſoul 
to great Virtues. 


Heſe twelve Conſiderations well weighed , 
make us take a ſerious reſolution to proceed 


dire&ly to good, whereof, if you d<fire furcher de- 4 


monſtration, Bexaventare points us out ſeven fair 
paths, and ſeven great gates, which leadusin a 
ſtrait line to this bleſſed Eternity : and I wiſh we 
had as much courage to follow them, as he grace to 
unfold them. 

Fir{t ſeeing the beginning of your virtue and feli. 
city conliſterh inthe knowledge of God, and in the 
fate of the next life, (of which we cannor, withour 


ſome crime, be ignorant, and which we cannever . 


Merchant, as to ſell the Eternal for the temporal. 
Having paſſed through this gate,you will come ta 
the third,which is the gate of Lighr,called Contemy- 
plation of eternal things. Here is it that we ſee the di. 
vine things,not only by form of argument and dif. 
courſe, as if we caſt up ſome account, but with the 
light of our illuminated underſtanding, as if we 
ſhould behold with a glance of the eye,an excellent 
piece of ſome eminent Maſter, almoſt with an exta«- 


20 lie of admiration. So Tibartins ſaw a Paradiſe, when 


he walked upon burning coals. $o all the Saints be- 
heldBeatitude, when amidſt ſo many afflitions they 
remained immovable , drowning the pain of their 
bodies, in the oyer-flowing content of the minds. 
From this ſtep we receſlarily light upon - the 
fourth gate, which is , moſt fervent love of Eternal 
things , for as (faith S. Thomas Aquinas very well) 
the fight of temporal beauty beg nteth temporal love 
oftentimes filling the ſoul with fire and flame, ſo the 


30 contemplation of eternity,be getteth eternal love, Which 


is an ardent affettion towards God, and all that apper- 
taineth to his glory : as was that of S. Mary AMagda- 
len, who faich in Origen , That Heaven aud the Ay» 
gels are a burthen to her, axd that ſhe conld live uo 
longer, except ſhe beheld him who made both Heaves 
and the Angels. She had croſſed Seas armed with 
monſters and tempeſts, without any fails, bur thoſe 
of her deſires, to reach her Beloved : ſhe bad paſt 
through flames, and grappled a thouſand times .. 


© with Lances and Swords, to caſt her ſelf ac his feer. 


The perfe& love of God is a wondertul Alchimy, 
when we haveaattained it,it changeth iron to gold, 
- --— a to Crowns, and all ſufferings to de- 
lights, 

fy the fifth gate, which is called the Revelation of 
Eternal things, God ſpeaketh in the ear of the 
hearc, and replcniſheth che ſoul with extraordina- 
ry light and knowledge,aartins even here npon it(as 


faith Gerſon) ſome lightning flaſhes of Paradiſe, as 


know , bur -with profit. ) You muſt underſtand, 5owhen a torch caſtech ſome beams through the 


that the firſt gate of Eternity, s,T have good and 
ſincere in:entions in the performance of eternal 
things, To take a ſtrong reſolution to work out 
your ſalvation, at whatrate ſoever, Ts account all 
temporal things as wandering birds,which look up- 
on us from a bough of fome tree, make us a little 
chirping muſick, and then fly away. Te think, that 
to bear a vicious mind in a fair ornament of for- 
tune, isto keepa leaden blade in an ivory ſheath, 
To baniſh evil, hypocritical ,jimpure,and mercenary 
intentions, throughout all the courſe of your life, 
and exerciſe of your charge. To $0 towards God. 
To do for God. To aim at the honour and glory of 
God above all things. 

You areno little way on your journey,when you 
have gone this path. Thence you come to the ſe- 
cond, which is, the Adeditation of eternal things , 
whereinthe Kingly Prophet exerciſed himſelf, like 
a ftout Champion, when he ſaid : 7 have couſfedered 


chinks of a door or window. 

And as the knowledge of the underſtanding is no- 
thing withour the fervour of the wil,from this gate 
we £0 0n to the ſixth,called the Taſt of Experience, 
by which we begin to reliſh the joys of Paradiſe in 
this life, and contentments which cannot be expreſ- 
ſed. A hundred thouſand tongues may diſcontſe ro 
you the ſweetneſs of hony, but you can never have 
ſuch knowledge of it, as by talt. So a world full of 
books may tell you wonders ef the Science of God, 
but you can never underſtand it exatly, but by 
the taſt of Experience. Tre ſciexce-( as Thomas 
Aquinas ſaith upon the Canticles) conſifteth more 
in reliſh, then in knowledge : In ſapore, non in ſapere. 
1 had rather have the feeling which a ſimple ſoul 
bath with God, then all the definition of Philoſo- 
phers. 

Laſtly,the ſeventh gate of Ecernity, is called The 
deifying, or divinized operation, which $. Diony ſins 


the days of old, the years of ancient times', Pſal.77.5. 7Otermeth2««4g5,is,when a ſoul worketh all its ations 


This good intention, which you take to adyance to 
Eternity, will imprint daily in your thoughts an e- 


by eternal principles, in imitation of the Incarnate 
Word,anda perfe& union withGod.Clemens Alex- 
andrins 


Part 2, 


Part 2. 


= 


andrings called bim that hath arrived at this degree, 
©«dy & ongut afermrontyre , 4 little Deity conver ſing in 
mortal fleſh : and addeth; That as al! good Oratonrs 
endeavonr to be like Demoſthenes, ſo owr whole em- 
ployment in this life muſt be to beget in our ſelves 4 
reſemblance to God, it is that wherein lies all our 


perſeAion. 
The third SECT 10K, 
Perfetlion, and wherein it conſifteth. 


Ow leſt this DoQtrine (which is ſomething too 
N fublime) ſhould dazle your fight, and nor in- 
flame your courage , I willlay before you a more 
familiar Divinity, which is, that there are two kinds 
of perfection; the one, of Glory, the other, of Pilgr;- 
mage. That of Glory is reſerved for thenext lite,that 
of Pilgrimage is our chiefeſt affair in this : It is divi- 
ded ordinarily into perfeRion of fare, and perfeRi- 
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parts,that is, Zadgment, Deliberaticy, Diſpoſition, Di. 
ſeretion, and Moderation. 7ndement dilcerneth the 

ood from the bad; Deliberation teacheth How to 

9 all things adviſedly ; Di/poſition ſheweth what 
.order we muſt obſerve ; Diſc» etion inſtruReth how 
to give way ſometimes to occaſions, and yield to 
humain infirmities , not adhering obſtinately to our 
own opinions ; Aoderatieny holdeth the ſcales and 
meaſure of every affair, 


10 The effects hereot(according to Albertus Magnus) 


are theſe , To proceed to the knowledg of God, by 
the knowledg of your ſelf, to ſee in eyery thi 

what is beſt,8 to embrace that, to weigh the begin. 
nings, proceedings,and eyents of affairs. to take care 
your thoughts go not out of God, your affections 
be not too much emploied upon creatures , your in- 
tencions be without mixture, your judgment di. 
verted from evil, and applied to good , your words 
poliſhed, your a&ions meaſured, all rhe motions of 


on Of operation, Perfection of fate is as that of Eccle- 20 your body well ordered : To avoid the four Racks 


Gaſtical degrees and Magiſtrates,who are obliged by 
the duty of their profeiſion , not only to the com- 
mon virtues, but alſo to others more eminent, Per- 
fe&ion of operation is that, which conſiſteth in good 
habits. Never trouble your ſelf with the perfeRion 
of ftate , but live contented with that condition 
wherein Gods Providence hath placed you, aſſuring 
your ſelf, that the beſt Philoſophy is to diſcharge 
your office well. It imports not upon what tuff you 


that moleſt all good affairs, which are Paſſion, Preci. 
pitation, Vanity, and Self.opinion , To keep ſecrets 
carefully, to know, to chooſe, to execute. 

Devotion, 

Dew#tion , is a readineſs of mind to thoſe things 
which concern the ſervice of God : the parts of ic 
are, Adoration, Thanksgiving, Oblation, Repent- 
ance , prayer , Mortification , Union with God by 
contemplation , Frequentation of the Sacrament, 


work,ſo you work well, for it is the manner,and not 30 Conformity of will to the Divine Providence , and 


the matter which ſhall bear the prize. Great digni- 
tics are oftentimes great vizards, behind which lies 
no brain; and ſmall fortunes may with little noiſe 
do ſuch things, as are of no ſmall value with God, 

Apply your elf earneſtly to the perfeRtion of 
eperation , Which conſiſteth in guiding the Heart, 
Tongue, and hands in perfect charity, Addi& your 
ſelf ro the praftiſe of good and folid virtues, which 
produce all wonders on carih , and receiye all 
Crowns in Heaven, 


The fourth Sz c T 10N. 
Virtues , and their degrees. 


F youdeſire to know their names, qualities, and 
4 degrees, I will tell you a wiſe ſaying of Plato: 
There are four kinds of Virracs, the firſt Purgetive, 
the ſecond [rminative, the third Civil, the fourth 
Exemplary. The Purgative ſerve to cleanſe our 


the zeal of fouls. 
Humility. 

Humility , (according to S. Bernard) is 4 virz 
tue which maketh a man diſeſteem himſelf, our of a 
deep knowledg of himſelf; the chicfpoints thereof 
are, to know our ſelves well , to prize onr {elves 
lirtle, to flie humane applauſe, to preferve our ſen. 
ſes free from itch of honour, to deſpiſe bravely all 
worldly things , to affe& a retired lite, to acknow- 


40 ledg and conteſsfreely our faults , ro hearken wil- 


lingly to advice, to yield to others, to ſubmit your 
will and judgment to obedience , to ſhun ſplendour 


. and pomp mm ſuch things as concern our ſclyes , to 


converſe freely with the poor, 
Poverty. 

Poverty,is the moderation of covetouſneſs,reſpz- 
Qing temporal things, the parts whereofare, 7 cur 
off ſuperfluities,to have no inordinate care of world- 
ly things , ,to bear the want of neceſlitiespaciently, 


hearts of vices and imperteCtions, to which our de. 5 to enter into an abſolute nakednefs of ſpirit. 


praved- nature is fubjet. The [!/uminative ſettle 
the ſoul in acalm, reſulting from the victory we 
have gained over paſſions. The Civi/ incline a man 
to the duty he oweth his neighbour, every one ac- 
cording to his degree , andro a good converſation 
amonglt men. The Exemplary are thoſe which 
make the furtheſt progreſs into perfection , 
may be looked upon as models, whereof the be- 
holders are to take copy. 


| Obeaience, 

Obedience,according to Bonaventure, isa reaſona- 
ble ſacrifice of our own will,and according to C!;- 
machas a life without curiolityya voluntary death,a 
ſecure danger. The points thereof are, to perform 
whar you are commanded readily, ftoucly humbly, 
indefatigably,though it be contrary to your own in- 
clination,to make an entire reſignation of your own 
judgment, opinion and will , to be ſencimpertouſly 


So order ir, that your virtues may arrive at ſuch 6©-ypon hard and croubleſom emploiments, and to un- 


a beighr,as tharthey may not only purg your heart, 
enlighten your ſoul , and diſpoſe you to good con- 
vhs , but may be as a light alſo to others ro 
maniſeſt you in them , by imitation of your good 
example. 

I add here iniew words, the definitions and atts 
of virtue, by which you may dirc& your practiſe, 

Prudence. 
Pradence (according to Ariſtotle) is a virtue, 


dergothem chearfully,without delay,excuſc, or re- 
ply;to be indifferent 1n all things, to cover nothins, 
nor refuſe any thing; to do nothing of your ſelf, nor 
to preſume, to have a greater inclination to fuch 
things asare mean and laborious, then to ſuch as are 
more ſplendid, and lels burdenſom. 
Chaſtity. 

Chaſtity, is an abſtinence from impure pleaftires: 

Its parts are, purity of mind and body , vigilant 


which ordereth and prepareth all things that con- o guard of the ſenſes, ſhunning of occaſions, boneſt 


cern the ordering of our lite, 
Richardus de Sanito Viftore atfigneth to it five 


of ſpeech, mortification of Curioſity, exaRt decency, 
care of our ſelf, | 


Modeſty. 
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Aecaeſty. 

Afodeſty, is a compolare of your (cif, conſiſting 
in government of the whole body, geſture, artire, 
play, recreation,but eſpecially ot the tongue, which 
1s to be reſtrained from detraction, contention, 
boaſting,diſcloſing of ſecrets, idienels, irprudence, 
importunity,irreverence affected (ilence, 

Abſtinence. 
AbſStinence,is a virtue which moderates the concu* 
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free from all falſe colour, never to lie,never to dif- 
ſemble,or counterfeit, never to preſume, to ſhun c- 
quivocation and double ſpecch , to interpret all 
things to the belt, ro perform buſineſs ſincerely, to 


' forgo multiphciry of employments and enterprizes. 


Perſeverance, 
Perſeverance, is a conſtancy in good works to the 
end, through an affe&tion to purſue goodneſs and 


virtue. The aQs thereof are, firmneſs in good, qui- 


piſcence that relateth ro deleCtation of tenſe : The 19 etnels in ſervices, offices,and ordinary imployments, 


parts thereof are, To have no rule but neceſiity in 
all which concerneth the pleaſures of the body, to 
fear the very leaſt ſtains of all thoſe things, which 
reaſon counteth diſhoneſt, and to preſerve your 
ſelfin a holy baſhfulneſs , to obſerve the Faſts com- 
manded, and to add ſome out of private devotion ; 
to put far from you all curioſity of diet, apparel,and 
ſeniual pleaſures, 
Fortituar. 


conſtancy in gocd undertakings, flight from innoya- 
tions,to walk with God, to fix your thoughts and 
delires upon him, neither to give way to bitterneſs, 
nor to ſweetneſs, that may divert us trom our good 
purpoſes. 
Charity teWward God and onr ntighbony. 

Charity, the true Queen of virtues, conliſteth in 
love of God and our Neighbour , the love of God 
appeareth much, inthe zeal we have of his Glory , 


Fortitude,is a virtue which confirms nsagainſt the 20 the ats thereof are, to embrace mean and painfull 


puſillanimity that may hinder good ations : It hath 
two arms, one to undertake,the other to ſuffer : A4- 
riſtotle afligneth it four parts, that is, contidence, pa- 
tience,love of labour,and valour, 

Patience. 

Patience, iS an honeſt ſuffering of evils incident to 
nature : The points thereof are, To bear the loſs of 
g00ds, ſickneſs ſorrows,injuries,and other accidents 
with courage , neither to complain, nor to- groan, 


things, ſo they conduce to vur Neighbours benefit , 
To offer the cares of your mind, and the prayers of 
your heart unto God for him - to make no exce- 
p:ions againſt any in exerciſe of your charge ; ro 
make your virtues a pattern for others, to give 
what you haye, and what you are, for the good of 
ſouls, and the glory of God, to bear incommodi- 
ties and diſturbances, which happen in the execution 
ot y our duty,with patience : Not to be diſcouraged 


but diſcreetly to conceal your grief, to be afflicted 30 in ſucccis!efle labours , ro pray fervently for the fal- 


in innocency for juſtice ſake,and ſomerimes even by 


thoſe that are good, to cover and imbrace perſecu- \ 


tions, out of a generous deſire to be conformable to 
the patience of the Saviour of the world, 
Juſtice. 

Zoſtice, is a virtue which giveth to every one that 
which is his due ; and all the as of it are included 
in this ſentence, Ton muſt meaſure others by the ſame 
meaſurewherWith you deſire to be meaſured your ſelf, 

AMagnanmuy. 

AMarnmimity,according to T hom as Aquinas, is A 
virine which aimeth at great things, by che dire& 
me..50t reaſon ; The aRs thereof are, To frame 
your {elf ro 3n honeſt contidence, by purity of hearr 
and manners, to expoſe your felt reaſonably to dif- 
ficult and dreadful! exploits for Gods honour , net - 
ther to be bewitched with proſperity, nor dejected 
at adverſity ; not toyeild to oppoſition, not to 
make a ſtay at mean virtues, to deſpiſe complacence 


yation of fouls, ro affilt them to your pore: both 
in ſp.ritual and temporal things, to root out vice, 
and to plant virtue and good manners in all who 
have dependence on you. 
Charity i Converſation 

Charity in the ordinary conrſe life, conliſteth in 
taking the opinions, words and actions of our equals 
in good part,to ſpeak ill of no man, to deſpiſe none, 
to honour every one according to his degree, ro be 


40 affible to all,to be helptull,co compallionare the at- 


flicted, to ſhare in the good ſucceſs of the proſpe. 
rous,to bearthe hearts of others in your own breaſl?, 
to glory 1n good deeds rather then ſpecious comple- 
ments, to addi your felf diligently to works of 
mercy, 
Degrees of Virtres. 

Bonaventure deciphers unto us certain degrees of 
A cos con{iderable for practiſe, his words are 
theſe ; 


and threats for love of virtue , to have regard only 59 It is a high Cegreein the virtve of Re/igioy,conti- 


ro God, ard for his ſake to diſc!lcem 211 frail and 
periſhable things : to keep your ſe!t from preſum- 
p.ion, which otcen ruins high fpirits, under colour 
of Mzgnanimity. | 

Gratitwae. 

Gratitude, is the acknowledgment and recom- 
pence (as far as lies in our power) of benetits recei- 
ved. The ads thereof are, To preſerve the benefic 
in our memory, toprofeſs and publiſhir, to return 
' the like without any bope of requital, 

Amity. 

Amity,is a mutual good will, grounded upon vir- 
tue and community ot goods : 1 he aQts thereof are, 
to chooſe friends by reaſon for virtues ſake, com- 
municating of ſecrets, bearing with imperſeCtions, 


conſent of wills,a life ſerviceable and officious,pro- 


teRions in adverſities,obſer vance of honelty in eve- 
ry thing, care of ſpiritual profic, accompanicd with 
neceſſary advice,inall love and reſpect, 
Simplicity. 
Simplicity, is nothing but union of the outward 
man with the inward : The a&s thereof are, to be 


nually to extirpate {ome imperieR.on,a higher then 
that, co encreate always in Faith, and highelt of all, 
to be inſatiable for matter of good works, and to 
think you have never done any thing. 

In the virme of Trath, it-is a high degree to be 
true inall your words , a higher, to detend Trath 
ſtoutly, and highelt, to detendirt to the prejudice of 
thoſe things which are deareſt ro you in the frorld, 

In the virtue of Prxdexce, it is a high degree to 


6 Know God by his crea:ures ; a higher,to know him 


by the Scripcures ; but highelt of all, tro behold him 
with the eye of 1 aith. 

Itis a high degree to know your ſelf well , a high- 
er, to govern your ſelf well, and be able ro make 
good choice in all enterprizes, and the highelt, ro 
order readily the falyation of your ſoul. 

In the virtue of Humility, 1t 15 a high degree to 
acknowledge your favlts freely , a higher, ro bow 
with the weight, like a tree laden with fruir : the 


© higheſt, to ſeek out courageoully humiliarions and 


abaſements, thereby to conform your ſelf ro our 
Sayiours lite, 
It 


P art pg2. 


Itisa nigh deg:ee(according to the old Axiom) 
to deſpiſe the world : a higaer,to deſpiſe no man : 


yet a higher, to deſpiſe our ſelves : bur higheſt of 


all,ro deſpiſe deſpifal. Intheſe four words you have 
the full extent of Humility, 
In Poverty,it is a high degree to forſake temporal 
oods : a higher, to forſake ſenſual amities : and 
bioheſ to be divorced from your ſelf, 
InChaftity,reſtraint of the tongue,is a high degree: 
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exteriour ſenſes are ſigns oi bod:ly health , ſo holy 
occupations ol the underſtanding, memory,and wil, 
are ſigns of a ſpiritual like. 4. Keady obſervance 
of Gods law. 5. Reliſhing knowledge of Heaven- 
ly Truth,and Maxims, 
Ferfett Charity reckoneth alſo five other degrees, 
1. Tolove your enemies. 2. To receive contented. 
ly, and to ſuffer all adverfities courageouſly, 3 Not 
to have any worldly ends, but to meaſure all things 


guard of all the ſenſes,a higher: undefiledneſs of bo. 10 by the fear of God. 4; To be dif-encangled from all 


dy,a highet then that : purity ofhearr,yet a higher; 
and baniſhment of pride and anger, which have ſome 
affinity with uncleanneſs, the highelt. 


In Obedience,it is a high degree to obey the Law of 


God:a higher,to ſubje& your ſelf to the commands 
of a man, for the honour you bear your Sovereign 
Lord:yet a higher,to ſubmit yourſelf,with an entre 
reſignation of your opinion, judgment, affetion, 
will; but higheſt of all,to obey in difficult matters, 


love tocreatures, 5,To reſign your own lilc,to faye 
your neighbours. 


The fifth SEC T10 K, 


Of four Orders of thoſe who aſpire 
to Perfeflion, 
Ow conlider whatvirtues,and in what degree 


you would practiſe, for there are {our ſorts of 


gladly courageouſly,and conſtantly even to death, 29 thole who aſpire to perteCtion, 


In Patience, it is a high degree to ſuffer willingly, 
in your goods,in your friends, in your good name, 
in your per{pn:ahigher,to bear, being innocent, the 
exaſperacions of an enemy, or an ungratetul man :; 
a higher yet, to ſuffer much and repine at nothing; 
but higheſt of all, ro go to meet croſſes and afflicti- 
ons,and to embrace them as liveries of 7e/#s Chriſt. 

In Afercy,it is a high degree, to.give away tem- 

oral things : a higher, to forgive injuries : the 
bioheft.co oblige them who perſecute us. 

It is a high degree to pity all bodily atflictions : a 
higher,to be zealous for ſouls : and higheſt, to com- 

alfionate the torments of our Saviour, ir-remem- 
bricp bis Paſſion. 

In the virtue of Fortitxde, it is a high degree, to 
overcome the wor!d : a higher,to ſubdue the fleſh : 
the higheſt, to vanquiſh your ſelf, 

In Temverance, it isa high degree to moderate 
your cating,drinking, ſleeping, watching, gaming, 


Ihe firlt are very imnocext, but little valiant in ex- 
erciſe of virtues. The ſecond have beſides innocen- 
Cy, conrage enough to employ themſelves in world- 
ly actions, bur they are very ſparing towards God; 
and do meaſure their perfeRions by a certain Ell, 
which they will upon no terms exceed ; like che 0xe 
of $xfss, that drew h.s uſual number of buckets of 
water out of the Well very willingly, bur cou!d 
by no means be brought ro go beyond his ordi- 


30 nary proportion. lhe third order 1s of the Fer- 


vent, who are innocent, courageous, and yirtuous, 
without reltri&tion, but they wiil not take charge of 
others, ſuppoting hey are troubled ervugh with 
theic own bodies, wherein they may be often de- 
ceived, The fourth rank comprehends thoſe, who 
having with much care profited themſelves, do cha- 
ritably refreſh the necellities of their neighbour, 
when they are called to his aid , thinking, that to be 
good onely to ones {e1t, is to be in ſome fort evil. 


recreation,your tongue, words, and all geltures of 49 Obſerve what God requires of you, and emulate 


your body : a higher to regulate your affections , 


and higheſt, ro purifie throughly your thoughts and 


imaginations, 

In 7«ſtice, itis a high degree to o unto your 
Neighbour that which belongerh to him : a higher, 
to exact an account of your ſelf:and highelit,to offer 
up to God all fatisfation,which is his due. 

In the virtue of Faith,it is a high degree ro be wel 
inttructed in all that you areto believe: a higher,to 


make p:oieflion of it in your good works:and high- 59 


eſt, to ratihe (when there is neceſlity ) with the loſs 
of gaods and life. 
In the virtue of Hope, it is a high degree to have 


good apprehenſions of Gods power:a higher,to re-' 


poſe all your affairs upon his holy providence: a 
bigher then that, to pray to himand ſerve him inceſ- 
ſancly, with fervour and purity ; but higheſt of all, 
to truſt inhim,in our moſt deſperate affairs, 
Laitly, for the virtue of Charity, which is the ac- 


the molt abundant g-aces. Eur ifthe multiplicity of 
theſe degrees of virtue perplex your mind, I will 
ſhew you a ſhorter and eater way to periection, 


The ſxthSscT10N, 


A ſhort way to perfettion, uſed by 
the Ancients, 


HE Ancients were accuitomed to reduce all 

yircue tO certain heads, and ſome addicted 
themſelves with ſo much fervor and perfection, 
to the exercile of one {ingle virtue, as poſſeſling 
that in a ſupreme degree, by one link onely they 
drew inſentibly the whole chain of great ations. 
One dedicated all his lifes ſtudy to government of 
the rongue, another to abſtinence,anochber ro meek= 
neſs, anocher to obedience. $0 that at the death of 
a holy man named Oris (as Pelagins relates) it was 
found, he had never lied, never ſworn, never ſlan- 


cempliſhment of all the other,you mult know,there 60 dered, never (bur upon neceſlity)ſpoken, So Pha- 


are three kinds of it : The firit, the beginning Chari- 
ty. The ſecond,the profit. The third, the perfett. 
Beginnins Charity, hath five degrees, 1. Diflike 
of offences paſt, 2. Good reſolution of amendment. 
3. Reliſhof Gods Word. 4. Readineſs to good 
works. 5. Compatlion ofthe 4ll,and joy at the pgo- 
ſperity of o:hers. 
Proficient Charity, bath five degrees more. 1, An 
extraordinary purity of Conſcience, which is clean- 


fins (10 Caſſian) ſaid upon his death-bed, that the 
Sun had never ſeen him take his refection ; for he 
falted every day until ſun fer, $0 7-bz the Abbot 
proteſſerh, char the Sun had never ſeen him angry, 
that he had never done his own will, nor ever had 
taught others any thing, which he had not ficlt pra- 
cited himſelf, Toarrive ar this, requires much for- 
tirude of ſpirit, 1f you defire things more imitable, 
be aſſured you ſhall lead a good lite, if you endea- 


{-d by verv frequent examination. 2. Weakneſs of / your con:inuaily to practiſe theſe three words, To 
y { , 


concupiſcence. 3. Vigorous exerciſe of the faculties 
of the inward man, For, as Food operations of the 


abſtain, To ſuffer, To go forward in well doing, as S, 
Like ſaith, inthe As of the Apoltles of the Son 
of 
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of God. To abſtain. 1. By refraining from all unlaw- 
tul things,and ſomtimes even from lawful pleaſures, 
through virtue. 2.By morrifying concupiicence,an- 
ger,detire of eſteem and wealth.z.By wel ordering 
your ſenſes,your will, your judgment, and obtain. 
ing always ſome vitory over your ſelf by the ma- 
ſtery of your paſſions. 7 ſuffer. 1.By enduring the 
burthens of life with patience, eſteeming your ſelf 
happy to partake of our Saviours ſufferings, which 


of our adverſary, and to further our own affairs of. 
ſalvation, call ro mind theſe iwelve Maxims, which 
I propoſe againlt ſuch obſtacles as nay happen. 
The way to reſiſt rempration, is, not to frame 
your ſelf to a ſpiricual inſenſibility, unmoved wich 
any thing , that is hard to attain, fo ſenſible is felt. 
love, and to baveit, wereto be ſtone, not man : it 
is not to expel one temptation by another, and to 
do one evil, to be delivered from another , for to 


are the nobleſt marks of your Chriſtianity. 2. By 16 take that courſe were to waſh your ſeltin ink, It 


* endeavouring to uſe a ſingular meekneſs in bearing 
wich the oppreſſions and imperſeRtions of others, 
3.3y undergoing(with advice)ſome bodily auſteri- 
t1cs. 4. By keeping your foor firm in the good you 
have already begun. or(as old ACarcss the Hermit 
ſaid)T he wolf and ſheep never couple together, nor aid 
change and diſlike ever make up a good virtue. To go 
forward in well- doing. By becoming ſerviceable and 
obliging to all the world,every one according to his 
degree : 
works of mercy,as well ſpiritual as temporal,conti- 
nually before your eye , as a leſſon , wherein you 
muſt be ſeriouſly examined, either forlife or death 
eternal. And for this purpoſe ſome Saints had theſe 
words (inſtead of all books ) intheir Libraries, 
Viſio, Poto,Cibo,Redimo,T ego, Colligo, Condo, 
Conſule,Caſtiga. Solare, Remitte, Fer Ora. 


Viſt, Teach, 
Dnmch thirſt, Vee: 
Corrett, 

To 


Feed, 
Reatems, Comfort, 
Pardon, 


Chlath, 
Loage, Suffer, 
Pray, 


Bury. 

Man's beſt knowledge is how to oblige man, the 
time will come when death ſhall ſtrip us to the ve- 
ry bones, and leave us nothing but that, which we 
have given for God. 


The ſeyenth SECT10N. 
The way to become perfect. 


O this end you muſt keep a perpetual watch 

over, your ations, and be like a Seraphim, be- 
ſet all over with eys, andlights , as Beſſarioy ſaid : 
you ſhall perceive yourprogreſlion in virtue, when 
you begin ,purged from greater ſins, to be feartul 
of the leaſt: when you feel your ſelf looſcd from ar- 
dent deſires of intereſt and honour , when your 


tongue is reſtrained from flander and vanity, when 5 


your heart is more purified inits affections, and 
that you draw near to indifferency. 

The means to make your ſelf thus perteR, is, firſt 
to be inflamed with « fervent deſire of perfeCtion. 
Secondly,not to negle&t the extirpation, evenof 
the ſlighteſt imperfeRions. Thirdly,to have a good 
dire&tour, who may be to you as the Angel Raphaet 
was to young Tobias;and withal, to conter very of- 
ten with ſpiritual men, and to be warned by their 


is nor, to hide your ſelf upon all occalions, and ne- 
ver to do good, for fear of fighting with evil, but 
to reſiſt Noutly , as 1 ſhallſhew you. The grear 
Scholar Joannes Picus Alirananula , bath collected 
twelve remarkable Maxims, the praftice whereof 
is exceeding profitable, when we addreſs our ſelves 
to ſpiritual combat againſt weakneſs, 

The firſt Maxim ; That you muſt be tempted on 
what ſide ſoever it happen : 7» hoc pofiti ſums. It 


but above all, having a catalogue of the 2g 1s our profeſsion, our trade and continuzl exerciſe, 


The Eagle complaineth not of her wings, neither 
the Nightingale of her voice,nor the Peacock of his 
train, becaule theſe are natural ro them, and iris 
as natural to a man to be rempted , as to a bird to 
fly, to {ing,to prune her feathers. If you deſerr the 
courſe of ſpiritual life through fear ot being temp- 
ted, and turn about to worldly delights, affure 
your ſelf you will be much more engaged, and 
which is worſe, without comfort, honour, or re. 


 compence : you forſake a croſs of paper, which if 


you knew well how to carry, would be no heavier 
burthen, then feathers to a bird : you forſake it, | 
ſay, ro rake up another which is hard, roilſom, and 
bloody, and will make you of one conlraternity 
with the bad thief. Sidenivs Apollinaris relateth, 
how a certain man named Afaximns, arriving by 
unlawful and indire& means at the top of honour, 
was the very firſt day much wearied, and fetching a 
deep ligh, ſaid thus , Felicem, te Damocle, 9zi you 


© longins uno prandio regnt meeefſitatem toleraſti., O 


Damocles, how happy ao 1 eſteem thee for having been 
a King but the Space of a dinner | 1 have been one a 
Whole day, and can bear it no lenger, 

The hu . Remember, that 1n the affairs of the 
world, we fight longeſt, we work hardeſt, and reap 
leaſt , the end of one labour is the beginning of an. 
other, In pains taking, the-only hope 1s ever to take 
pains; and temporal labour doth many times pull 
after ic eternal puniſhment, 

The third , Isit nor dired folly to belieye there 
is a Paradiſe, an eternal life, and a Feſus Chriſt, 
who, of the Cruſs, made a Ladder to get up to his 
throne of glory, and yer to defire to live here with 
folded arms ? To ſee the maſter open the way to 
heaven through ſo many thorns, and the ſervant 
unwilling to tread on any thing bur flowers? to ſee 
a freſh and tender limb, to a head worn away with 
ſufferings, like a brazen Colrſſus with feet of flax ? 

The tourcth , Were there ro other frvir in tri. 


good example.Fourthly,to make, as it were, a noſe- 69 bulation but conformity with Feſws Chrif, who 


gay of flowers out of the lives of Sainis, to take 
frem ir, odour and imitation. Fifthly, ro become 
conſtant in good purpoſes, and to offer them up to 
God, as by the bands of our Saviour 7e/zs Chriſt. 


The cighth Sg cT10N, 


of of 
. How we muſt govern our ſelves againſt 'Temp- 
tations, Tribulations, and Obſtacles occur: 
rang in the way of virtue, 


Pally. ſeeing in the practice of virtue, we muſt 
ever be ready armed to over-throw the power 


' tions and tribulations ? 


is the Sovereign Wiſdom , yet were it a high re< 
compence. A famous Captain faid to a Souldicr 
dying with him, Hasft then been obſcare all thy life, 
yet art thog not a little hoyonred to day, in dying With 
thy Maſter : And who would not glory, to have 
the Son of God for his Leader, his Companion, his 
Spectatour, his Theater, his reward in all aMi- 
Who would not :c- 
count 1t a great honour, to be crucified daily with 


obim? to Rretch his hands and arms upon the 


Crols, by reſtraining them from violence, rapine, 
and ruine, whercunto weare carried away by the 
ſpirit 


Pkreo. 


Part 2: 


ſpirit oflying ? to fetter his feet, by hindering them 
from running after the unbridled deſires of his 
heart ? to embitter his tongue, by overcoming the 
pleaſures of the taſte? to annibilate himſelf, by de- 
ſpiſing honour after his example, who when he might 
have walked upon the wings of the Chernbims, 
would rather creep amongſt us like a little worm of 
the carth?what a glory were it,to ſay with S. Paw, 7 
bear in my body the marks of the Lord 7eſus,Gal.6,16. 
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tion of heart : he that loveth danger ſhall inſtead of 


finding glory, mark out his grave 1n ir, 

The tenth, A Sovereign means to overcome tems 
ptation, is todiſcover the Vine beimes, to open 
your heart freely to your ſpiritual counſellour, ro 
diſcloſe your thoughts,to know them well,ro conſi- 
der their nature,and to ſeek what power they have 
upon your foul, It happens commonly, as Epifterus 
faith , 7t 5s not the things themſelves, that trouble us, 


The fitth. Not to pur any trult in human means, 10 bat onr own fancies. How many temprations might be 


when you undertake to ſubdue a tempration , It is 
not a thing depending wholly upon us, God mult go 
before, and we contribute our will , for if he watch 
not over us,to much purpoſe is it for us to keep cen- 
tinel. None is ſo weak as he that thinks himſelf 
ſtrong. Alta in bomine bona firnt, que non facit 
homo. Nulla vero facit homo bona que niz Dew proe- 
ftet,ut faciat home,ſaith the Councel of Orange. Ma- 
ny good things are done in man, Which man deth nit ; 


vanquiſhed by fighting them, if we took but a lit. 
tle leiſure to laugh at them ? We make elephants of 
flics;and of lictle pigmies, which pinch us by ſtealth, 
frame giants. We are like young children, who 
frighted with a vizard,hide their heads in their nur. 
ſes boſom,crying : but take off the vizard, and give 
it them in their band, they will make ſport with 
It, How many things ſeem terrible and impoſſible, 
which we find ridiculous, and eaſie to be overcome, 


But man doth mot any good which God doth wot. He that 29 if we touch them never fo little with our finger ? In 


thinks to reſiſt temptations without his aid, is like 
one that would go to the wars, and ſtumbles at his 
own threſho!d. And therefore an effetual means in 
this combat, is, to inſiſt much on prayer, eſpecially 
at the firſt aſſault of a temptation. 

The ſixth. When you have overcome a temptation, 
take heed of unbending and ſoftning your courage, 
aSif you had no more enemies to encounter, As di- 
ftruſt is the mother of ſafety, ſo ſecurity is the gate 
of danger. If the enemy goeth up and down conti- 
nually like a roaring Lion, be you on the other ſide 
a watchful Lion in the centinels of the Lord of hoſts, 
and take for your word, /xper ſpeculam Domini ego 
fto, I ftand upon the watch: tower of the Lord. 

The ſeventh. Reft not fatished onely with not 
being beaten your ſelf, but beat your enemy : when 
Satan layes a ſnare to entrap you, make it an inſtru- 
ment of virtue, if he preſent a good work, which 
eliſters in the ſight of the world, thereby to tempt 


temptations of paſillanimity , it is good to conceive 
theſe counterfeit giants, as pigmies ; but in thoſe of 
concupiſcence,we mult not deſpiſe any thing, but ra- 
ther lay bold of ſmall threads, as if they mighr grow 
to huge cables. In the one and the other, there ig 
rothing like daſhirg theſe children of Babylon a- 
Sainlt the ſtones, to withſtand beginnings, and not 
ro ſuffer our enemies to fortifie themſelves ro our 
diſadvantage, The eleventh, A ſtumbling block ro 


30 many is, that they repreſent the ſweetnels of ſin to 


the like in their 1magiration , and never conſider 
the pleaſure which tollows vittory over (in, A man 
is no ſooner plunged in the puddle, bur his aſhamed 
ſoul isimmerſcd in penlivencls, melancholly, and de- 
ſpair by a loathſom pleaſure, which paſſeth away 
like the dream of a dream, furniſhed with a huge 
heap of ſcorn, ſorrow, and conſufion. Whereas on 
the contrary, the ſoul which hath held out,remains 
contented, ſprightly, elevated, and fed with divine 


yon to pride, do the work, and let alone the vanity, 40 comforts, coming from Gods paradiſe. On this 


referring all to the greater honour of God. 

The eighth. When you are in combat, fight chear- 
fully, asif you were already aſlured of the victory. 
Turz away the eye of your conſideration from what 
you ſuffer, and keep it continually fixt upon the re- 
ward. One great misfortune, which cauſeth many 
to fall when they are tempted, is, that their mind is 
ſet and bent ſo wholly upon the pain, that no room 
in it is left to contemplate the reward which waits 
. for them. When the fourty Martyrs were in the fro- 
Zen lake, 39. looked upon their future Crowns , 
but one of them thought of nothing bur his pain, all 
were viRtorious,except this wretch,who ſullying the 
olory of patience, came out of the poo], to die pre- 

ently after,in infidelity,Do you not think, the glo- 
rious mirrour, wherein he beheld all his ſufferings 
Crowned , was that which comforted our Saviour 
on theCrofs in that Abyſs of reproac! and rormene, 
This is the courſe you muſt take ; to in{;lt l:ts!e on 


thought ( which S., Cypriaz highly commendeth ) 
tew refle&, which isthe reaſon why the runber of 
the reprobartes is fo great : And do you not. yet 
think it very fitting, that one who hath fallen a 
thouſand times under temptation , ſhould ore in 
bis life taſte the ſweerneſs which is in victory over 
temptation, to rejoyce at it for ever? Many have 


\ been put by from ſteep and evident precipices, by 


pondering theſe words, Jci they, to covenant 


FO With ſin, what will be the event ? Topurchaſe repen- 


tance ſo dear ? To give uÞ the credit of ſo many years, 
a prey to one txhappy minute of pleaſure ? Where 1s the 
Faith thoa haſt promiſed to God? Let us at leaſt ſerk 
out Jome place where he #5 nat. and where is he not? So 
many ſtars,ſo man) intelligences, wherewith the world 
is repleniſhed,are ſo many eyes of God which beholathee : 
He himfelf [ctth into thee, even to th: bettom of thy 
conſcience, if thou wilt ſin, get leave of him , but how 
wilt thou beg it of him?& how obtain? Patience a While: 


the preſent,& to have a lively imagination of the fu- 00 T his remptation is a cloud w® will paſs away. T hon art 


ture, bcarirg theſe words of 5. Pay/ alwaysin mind, 
Our light afflifion which is bit for a moment worketh 
for #6 a far more exceeding & eternal weight of glory, 
2 Cor.4. 17. Fight then valiantly, aSit this were the 
haſt rempration which ſhould afſail you , and per- 
ſyade your ſelf, that herein conſiſteth the evidence 
of your predeſiination, When you have overcome 
it behave your ſclflike one always ready to re-enter 
the liſt, & to make one victory the ſtep to another. 


going to comit a fin, whoſe pardon is ery rncertain ; 
but it is certain that when thox baſt done it, God him- 
ſelf cannct ia all eternity make it nit to have been done, 

The twelfth. Think nor you are the leſs in Gods 
favour becauſe he ſuffers you-to be tempted, though 
with diſhoneſt thoughts, which are extreamly odwus 
to chaſt ſouls, why fo ? If S. Pl, thar Cherubim , 
ſco.ched with celeſtial heat, who fer his foot upon 
the ſtars,Caccording to the opinion of $. Ambroſe , 


The ninth, Though you are never fo valiant, do 70 Theephyla&,and Oconmenius)lelt the ſtings of con- 
cupiſcence in a body that had been taken up to the 
third heaven, do you think, that becauſe you mos 
00mg 


not provoke danger; tempt not temptation , by 
thruſting your fclt into occafions, through preſump- 
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ſome good diſpoſitions to do well, you muſt be freed 
from the wars of nature, which preferve your mind , 


being to0, indulgent to its ſelf always in humylty ? 


To conclude, follow the counſel of Cafſiay. con- 
ſider daily the paſſions which are bred in your beart 


as a fiſherman bcholds the hſhes propary ny the * 


water, on purpoſe to catch thera:Look on that web 
is moſt gredominant within you, from what root 
it ſpringeth, when it began, whart progreſs it bath 


defire, 4.The diſhonour of denial, inſupportable to 
a generous ſoul. 5. The dependance and ſervitude 
we muſt undergo , to comply with thoſe from 
whom we expect the accompliſhment of our wiſhee, 
6. The caſineſs of offending God, through exceſ- 
ſive greedineſs of temporal things. 7. 1he tran- 
ſitory and flecting pleaſure of thoſe things which 
we moſt ardently deſire. 8. 1hat God many times 
allows us the fulfilling of our deſires, as a puniſh- 


made , what rule it uſurpeth ordirarily over your xo ment ſor our faults. 


ſoul, what effeRs it produceth, whether it be more 
ſpiritual or temporal , what things uſe to foment 
it, what remedies bave you taken to civert it;provide 
counſel and means to root it out ; proceed to this 


Againſt Carnal love. 
1. To conſider the barrenneſs of worldly loves , 
which are true gardens of 47oni; , where we can 
gather nothing but trivial lowers, ſurrounded 


with courage and. fervour, as to the acquiſition of with many bryars. 2. To ſet a value on things,ard 


an incomparable good. 
TheninthSECT10 N. 


Remedies againſt paſſions, and temptations 
proceeding from every vice. 


not to bedeceived with ſhows. 3. To guard your 
ſenſes, to ſhun accidents and occaſ:ons of (inging ; 
and above all, to have a particular recourſe to God 
upon the firſt impreſsion of thoughts.4.To pul your 
ſelf away by main force from preſented objects, 


 #nd to direct your (elf by ſerious deſigns, ard good 


Irſt, to conſider, That paſsion is a motion of employments. 5. To ſer otten before you the im- 


the ſenſual appetite,ariſing from the imaginati- 
on of good or ill, with ſome commotion of the body 

2. That there are eleven paſsions ; (ix in the ceox- 
cupiſcible appetite, which are Love, Hatred, Deſire, 
Loathing, oy, Sadveſs : five in the 5raſcible that is, 
Hope, De#þatr, Confidence, Fear, and Anger. 

3. That there are two ways to overcome all paſ- 
ſions; the firft is a precaution of mind againſt the oc- 
caſions, and vain appearances of all worldly things. 
The ſecond, a ſerious diverſion to better things, as 
prayer,ſtudy,labour , and buſineſs ; But above all , 


om muſt pray to God for the light and ſtrength of 


is holy grace , which infinitely tranſcends all hu- 
mane remedies, 
Againſt Gluttony. 


L. Epreſent unto your ſelf the miſerable ſlate 
R of a ſoul polluted and plunged in the fleſh, 


2. The hardneſs of heart. 3. The dulneſs of under. 


perfection, the ingratitude, the levity, the inconſtan 
cy, the perfidiouſneſs of thoſe creatures we moſt 
ſervilely affect. 
Againſt Sadneſs. 
frm a holy ſadnefs: as when we are moved at 
our Saviours paſsion,or for our own ſins: which 
is the gift of God, not a puniſhment. 
There is one furioxs,which hath no cars,and is ra- 


, {ber cured by miracle then precepr- 


There is another »at»ral, ariſing from our Cil- 
poſition: and another vicions, which is nouriſhed by 
ill habits, andnegle& of our own ſalvation. 

1. Againſt this laſt we muſt conſider , Thar our 
deſires and love, cauſe for the molt part our ſad- 
neſs : and that the true way to diminiſh the cares 
that conſume us, is,to ſweeren the ſharp and ardenc 
Aﬀection we bear to worldly things. 

2. The little eſteem we have of God,is the cauſe 


ſtanding. 4. The infirmities of body. 5. The loſs of 40 that we are often troubled at frivolous things, whe. 


"_r 6. The diſparagement of Reputation. 7. The 


orrour ofthe members of Jeſus Chriſt, ro make | 
members of an unclean creature, 8. The indignity 
to worſhip and ſerve the belly,as a brutiſh and vile 
God. 9. The great inundation of fins lowing from 
this ſpring. 10. The punifhments of God upon the 


voluptuous, 
Againſt $lith. 


1. The ceaſeleſs travel of all- creatures in the 


ther they threaten or happen, Hethat would truly 
love this great God, w®) deſerveth to poſleſs all loye 
of heaven & earth ſhould not entertain fear or ſad- 
neſs for any thing, but for the loſs of God; 8 no man 
can looſe him,but he that purpoſely forfakes him. 

3. There is nothing beyond remedy, but the tears 
of the damned : A man who may perſiſt in the way 
ro paradiſe,ſhould not place bimſelfin the condition 
of a little hell: and he,who can hope for that grear 


world, ratural and civil. 2. The eaſineſs of good 5o All, ought not to be fad for any thing. 


works, after grace given by Jeſus Chriſt. 3. The 
anxiety ofa wayering and uncertain mind. 4. The 
ſhame and contempt. 5. The confuſion at the day 


of judgement. 6. The irreparable loſs of time. 
Againſt Covetousneſs. 


1, The diſquiet of a greedy mind. 2. The infati- 
ability of defire. 2. The many wars and battels 
which we muſt runthrough, to fatisfie one ſingle 


Againſt Envy. 

1. "Þ He way not to envy any thing, is toaccount 

nothing in this life great. 2. To covet onely 
the inheritance of the land of the living, which is 
never leſſened by the multitudeor ſhares of the poſ- 
ſeſſours. 3.To conſider ſeriouſly the motives which 
induce usto love our neighbour, as participation 
of the ſame nature, | 
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The firſt SECT TON. 


BUSINESS, Of wh:timpurtance. 


He third employment of the day is buſi- 
neſs , whether Pablick or Private, the 
government of your Family, or drl- 
charge of ſome Office, Good Devotion is a 


good Employment , and nothing is more to be 
avoided then idleneſle , which is the very ſource 
of ſin. He that labors ( ſaid the old Hermit) 5s 
tempted but by one devil ; be that is idle is aſſaulted 


by 


Part. 5 


Part 3: 


by all. No tmin is too Noble to have an occnpation , 
Ifiron had reaſon,it would chooſe rather to be uſed 
in labour, then to grow rulty in a corner. 


The ſecond SECT1ON: 


T woe Head:s,to which all buſineſs ts reduced. 


IN Buſineſs we mnſt conſider ihe S»bſtance,and the 
Form. The S«bſtance , for it is great wiſdom to 
make good choice herein, to take in hand good em- 
ployments , and to leave the bad , the dangerous, 
and burthenſome, which do noihing bur ſtop up the 
mind, and choke all feeling ot devotion, eſpecially, 
whea there is no obligation to undertake them, They 
ace truly ſick even in health, who interpoſe out of 
curiolity, to know,to do, and ſolicite the buſineſs of 
others. /t is ſxfficient (ſaid the Emperour Antonins) 
that every one 18 this life do that well which belongs to 
his calling. The Sun doth not the office of che rain, 
nor the rain that of the Sun.1s it not abſolute mad- 
neſs of ſome in the world, - whoſe onely employ- 
ment is to attempt all things, but perform none ? 
As forthe Form,in the exerciſe of charge, offices, 
and buſineſs, there is required knowledge, conſcience, 
induſtry, and diligence. Knewledge, 1.10 learning that 
which 1s requiſite to be known for the diſcharge of 
your duty. 2. In informung your ſelf of that which 
of your (e|f you cannot apprehend. 3, In hearkning 
very willingly to advice, examining and weighing 1c 
wich prudence, and governing your ſelf altogether 
by counlel.Coxſcience,in performing everything with 
good intention and great integrity,according to the 
Divine and Humane pa heard in doing all dif- 
creetly and peaceably,with more fruit then noiſe:{0 
chatwe expreſs no anxiety in buſineſs, like that Prince 
of whom it was ſaid, That he ſeemed always vacant 
in his moſt ſerious employments. Diligence,in ſpying 
our occaſions, & doing every thing in due time and 
place,wichout fry pure re 
tion, precipitation:For theſe are the faults which com- 


monly deſtroy good government He that hath never 49 and many through continual fear to be cozened , 


ſoliccle wit & good inclination, ſhal ever find wherein 
to buſte himſelf, eſpeciallyin works ofmercy,amongſt 
ſo many objects of the miſerics of his neighbour. 


The third SEC T10N, 
Of the government of a Famuly. 


Hat man hath no little buſineſs, who hath a.Fa- 
mily to govern ; a good Father who breedeth 


his Children well, that they miay one day ſerve the $0 


Common-wealth, is employed in an important af. 
fair for the publick, A Mother, who bringeth up a 
little Samuel for the ſervice of the tabernacle, ( as 
S. Monica did her fon Augntine) obliged all polle- 
rity, A Maſter and Miſtrſs, who keep their ſers 
vants in good order,plcaſe both God and men, Four 
things very conſiderable are here required , Choice 
Diſcretion, Example. Entertainment. Chace,in con- 
{idering the Qnaxtity, Quality, Capacity, Faithful- 


THE CHRISTIAN DIARY, 


the Hebrew fables have feigned, that mnſt have the 
graſs of a thouſand mountains for his daily allow- 
ance, would you account him happier then a Night. 
ingale, which is ſatisfied with a tew ſeeds, or a Bee, 
which liveth on dew ? The rich need many pounds, 
the poor a little bread , both are indigent, but the 
one not ſo much as the other, for his want is the 
leſſer. A greac number of ſervants make not a man 
happy,; for none is a greater Malter,or better obey- 


10 cd, then he that ſerves himſelf. | 


For 9«ality,take heed of reſembling witches, who 
care not togive the devil wages,ſo they may make uſe 
of his ſervice for their own ends:you mult either take 
good ſeryants,or make them ſuch,in the one, there is 
good luck,and in the other, for the moſt part, diffi- 
culty, For many are like the aſs of Vincent Ferrari- 
ws , thatdid more for a Carter, who ſwore by the 
devil, then for his Maſter who led him in the name 
of God, which the holy man ſeeing,turned him off, 


20 not able to endure ſuch brutiſhnels in a beaſt , and 


can you think, that for the neceſſities of your buſi- 
neſs,it may be lawfull for you to maintain one,who 
hath neither God nor conſcience } that your chil- 
dren may at the very firſt be corrupted by ths poi- 
{onous converſation ? 

For Capacity,it is neceſſary, that bel1d:s honeſty, 
there muſt be an ability to diſcharge his office : ard 
though we ſay the ſaints are good at all things, yer 
God doth not ever give . a2 either delire or 


30 means to undergo all kinds of buſineſs. Our abili. 


ties are limited, as well as our mirds, and every one 
hath his particular talent, which muſt be known by 
thoſe that will make uſe of him. 

For Faithfulneſs,it is one of the qualities, which the 
Goſpel gives a good ſervant; you have reaſon to re- 
quire it,and diſcreetly to make trial ofir,not by ſaſ- 
picions and jealouſies, which onely ſerve to provoke 
ſuch as have a diſpoſition to do well: A man is of- 
tentimes made faithful, by being chought faithtfall ; 


have taught others to cozen, juſtifying their deceit by 
their own diftruſt, as the Roman Philoſopher faith : 


. you muſt allow your officers, what command and 


treedom their charges require, not quarrelling with 
them every minute for trifles ; notwithſtanding you 
muſt caretully referye the ſtate of your affairs for 
your own private knowledge : For it is an equal 
faulc indifferently ro truſt all,or to diſtruſt all, 


The fourth SgcTtTION. 
Of Cevernment in ſpiritual things, 


\ x / Hen you have met with a good choice, the 

VV government is not hard : For S. Aguſta? 
faith, mothing is ſo eafie as to per [wade theſe to good, 
who bave a great afive to put it in praftice, Govern 
your family proportionably as the good EFleazar 
did his, which Zince hath fo lively deſigned. Firſt ba- 
niſh vice and ſcandal from your houle ; let wanton 


»e/e, of thoſe you take into your ſervice. For the gg love and impurity never come near it,no more then 


Laantity, it is evident that it onght to be proporti- 
onable to your eſtate and revenues. It is a great fol- 
ly to make oſtentation of many ſervants meerly 

through vanity. As Herod the ſophiſt did;according 
to the relation of Philoſtratzs, who allowed his ſon 
24. Pages, every one of them bearing the name of 
ſome letter in the Alphabet ; for ſo blockiſh was the 
child, that he could not any way elſe learn the firſt 
rudiments. Stars which have leaft circuit are neareſt 


the ſerpent ro the flower of the vine; Let not ſur= 
ferting, drunkenneſs, or exceſs, know ſo much as the 
pate let neicher unclean ſpeech nor blaſphemy be 
card in it. For;as Nebachadnezzar made the phgcs 
that attend on him learn his language, ſo the devil 
reacherh thoſe of his acquaintance, his DialeR, 
Haveth exiled vice, accuſtom your Family to ſome 
devotion,cauſing them to hear diligentlyrheword of 
God, eſpecially on Sundays and Holydays; inviting” 


the Pole; and men who are leaſt perplexed with bu- 70 them to frequent the Sacrament according to their 
condition,aſſemblingthemasCharles Borromexsdid at 
evening or ſome time of the day,to ſay certain pray- 

Ooo2 


finefs,are commonly neareſt to God. A great retinue 
is & mark'of a great want. Were there ſuch a beaſt as 


ers 
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ers together, if convenience of place permit,and to 
fee how they are i: ſtructed in the Art.cles of Faith, 

Your example will do more then all your words: 
for the life of a Good Maſter and Miltriſs is a per- 
petual monitour in a houſe, Thoſe that ſeek to gain 
their 500d opinion,ſtudy to be like them, and in en- 
deavouring to be beloved, become good, We live in 
an age, where we have more need of patrerns then 
precepts,ſervants adhere to the pillars of a houle,as 


yernments. Patience, in ill ſucceſs of buſineſs, which 
doth not always anſwer our endeayous arid wiſhes, 
Patience, in bearing with the ungrateful,who often 
throw ſtones at thoſe that give rhem honey , like 
the Atlaztes, who ſhot arrows at the Sun, Pati- 
ence, in occafions of ſpeech and dealing with ſuch 
as ealily rake diſtaſt, and are galled with their own 
harneſs. Itis a great virtue, to ſoften them with a 
peaceful, ſtill, and charitable ſweetneſs, as it we caſt 


Ivie to great trees; and in a word,to the commands 10 oyl into the raging ſea.It was ſaid long lince, He that 


of great-ones, all affe&tions are of w2x,they become 
ſo pliable; 

It is fitting likewiſe that to preſerve this opinion 
you be liberal,according to your means,in ordering 
your Family; honourable in ſuch expences,as are re- 
quiſice to:h for neceſſity and decorum, For we make 
uſe of ners,to take fiſhes, and of liberality,as a gol- 
den hook to take men, 

Remember beides, in managing your buſineſs , 


more peculizrly to inyoke Gods alviſtance , ſaying . _ 


often unto him theſe words of Solomon. Wild. 9. © 
God,give me Wiſdom that ſitteth by thy T brone,O ſend 
her ent of thy holy Heavens, and from the Throne of thy 
£lory,that being preſent he may labony with me, that 
1 may know what is pleaſing unto thee,tO pur it 1N EX= 
ecution, 

Take heed of indiſcreet precipitation in the begin- 
ing of an enterpriſe,of anxiety in the progreſsion, 
& of deſpair in the concluſion. If your project have 


can bear an injury us worthy au Empire.His very lilcce 
wil diſarm the paſsionate man, & lay him proſtrate 
at his feet, who ſeemed to thunder over his head. 
The fourth wing is Example , which is obſerved 
in three things, 1. In putting in pradtiſe the good 
counſel and precepts which we give others, 2. In 
managing your dignity in ſuch a way, as 1s neither 
arſh,1mperious,nor arrogant;but mild,affable and 
communicative. 3 In retaining withall a decent and 
moderate gravity,that the ſtamp which God ſers on 
thoſe he calleth to offices and commands , may not 
de debaſed, | 
The fifth and principal Wing, is called Diſcre- 
tion, without which all virtues become vices : For 
the honour of great aCtions, lies not ſo much in do. 
ing good,as in doing well. 
This diſcretion conſiſteth in four things. To go- 
vern the good with good judgement , To corre 
the bad ; To adminiſter well the temporal affairs of 


good ifſue,give the praiſe to God,& an example of , q Your charge, To uphold & preſerve your ſelf amidft 


modeſty ro your neighbour, bur if buſineſs keep not 
time to your will, learn you to keep time to the Di- 
vine providence, which maketh all harmony in the 
world, you have power over your own defigrs, but 
not over ther events, you are not to pray, that 
things may prove as you defire, but todeſire them 
as they prove. Accuſtom your ſelf not to be grieved 
at worldly accidents,no more then for an ill dream, 
For all things here below, paſs away like a dream, 
we do much,if in loſing all,we retain that belief.Bur 
by long ſoothing our own wills, we have forſaken 
( as Caſ5iax faith)the very ſhadow of patience. 


ThefifthSs cT10N. 
Advice for ſuch as arein office and go- 
vernment. 


[> Onaventure hath made an excellent Treatiſe , 
} which he calleth The wings of the Seraphin ;, 
wherein he giveth very wiſe inſtructions to thoſe 
that are in office and government, whereof in part 1 
preſent you here with the quinteflence and marrow 
defiring you to taſt of it, He gives his Seraphis fix 
wings. The firſt is Zeal of Gods honor ;, which you 
ſhall exerciſe in obſerving four things , that is, 

1. Neither to do, or fhewto thoſe under you , 
the leaſt ſhadow of evil or ſin. 

2. Norto 'give way to it in any kind, notwith- 
Nandingallurements on one fide, and importunities 
on the other, 

3. Never to be pleaſed that an evil at be done , 


FO 


theſe er.cumbrances, like freſh water in the ſalt ſea. 

The ordering of good is maintained in three prin- 
cipal Acts. the firſt,ro cauſe thoſe under us to ob- 
ſerve ſtrictly ſuch things as are neceſſary ,and cannor 
be omitted ;without 'diforder or ſcandal, The ſe. 
cond, To invite, and ſweetly attra® every one ac- 
cording to his condition, capacity and judgment, ro 
works of moſt perfettion; whereunto they have no 
formal obligation. The third, to diſpoſe charges and 
burthens with a good Occonomy,according to their 
inclinations and fttrength of mind, whom you are to 
govern, 

For corre&ion ,; Either they are fleight faults of 
well conditioned perſons, which you are to corre, 
and ſuch are to be handled very gently ; or they 
are hidden vices of ſome evil conſcience, which you 
neither muſt nor can make known ,, and there you 
muſt uſe much induſtry ,patience,and wiſdom to dif- 
lodge vice , and to draw the crooked ſerpent out of 
his cave obftetricante manu , as the Scripture ſpeak- 
eth, 7b 26.23.Or they arc known fins of deſperate 
people, who offend without hope of amendment 
infeting a multitude , and here you muſt ſet your 
ſelf with all your ſtrength, to take away both the 
fault and the faulty, 

' For temporal affairs, manage them as we have al- 
ready ſhewed, and take heed of entangling your 
mindin them, like a fiſh in a net,depriving your ſelf 
of the liberty of Gods children, to ſerve the earth, 

But above all,continually look into your ſelf,as the 


though without yonr knowledg , for that were to GO firſt piece of your government. Let your conſcience 


betray your own conſcience. 

4. Tocorred, and take away diſorders, as much 
as poſtibly you can. 

The ſecond wing,which you muſt have is,The ſþi- 
rit of compafſion,to help rhe ſick, the aged, rhe weak, 
the faint-hearted, the afflicted , for theſe are poor 
Porcupines laden with prickles and acerbities, to 
whom you muſt be aSanQuary and Rock of retuge: 


Petra reſugium Herinaceis. 


The third, Patience in the many labours and cares, 7 


a3are (in a manner) inſeparable from officesand go- 


be pure, firm & peaccable, ſpeaking anddoing every 
thing with much conſideration , and never deſpiſing 

the counſel of thoſe who are able to adviſe you. 
Laftly,your ſixth wing is Deverion , which is divi- 
ded into three kinds, the common, the fngular, the 
continual. The commen conſiſteth 10 performing ex- 
atly thoſe duties of piety ,' which are within the 
bounds of your profeſſion , and to do them by way 
of imitation of thar celeſtial Adzliria, whith is always 
employed in praiſing God , and by way of edificat;- 
ex of thoſe, to whom you ow this good example. $1x- 
gular 


Part 3. 


Part, 4+ 


THE CHRISTIAN DIARY. 


gular devotion obligeth you to ſeek your principal 
refuge,in the tabernacle (following Aoſes iteps) for 
the neceſſities of your charge. Continual devotion 
ties you to a moſt fervent exerciſe of Gods preſence, 
which you teſtifie by a deſire co pleaſe him in all 
places, occaſions and ations, by dedicating all your 
works to him, before you begin them, and when 
you end them, always to ſet upon them the ſcal of 
thanks-giving due to his Divine Majelty, 


Engrave deeply in your heart chis ſaying of S. Bey- 


»ard,in his firſt book of C onfideration, Chap. $. Cum 
omnes te habeant , efto etiam tuex habentibus nyne. 
Luid ſolus frandaris munere tui? Uſquequy radeys 
ſpiritus,&- nou rediens ? If you are one full of buſin:(*, 
and that all the world ſhare in you ; take a part as well 
as ethers in your ſelf, Deprive not your ſelf of a gvod 
ſo juſtly yours, and be not one of thoſe that are ever 


travelling , yet never return home. 
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| The firſt SECTION, 
RECRE AT 1 0 N, how neceſſary. 


A S concerning Recreation uſed in company, 


at meals,in lawjul games, in _—y the air, 

K in good converſation, it is neceſſary to d1- 
vert the mind , and refreſh the ſtrength, Caſſia in 
his 24. Celatios chap. 21. relates, how an Archer 
finding S. Jobs the Evangeliſt playing with a Par- 
tridge, wondred thar ſo renowned a man could paſs 
the time with ſo flight a recreation : The Sainc 
looking towards the bow in his hand ,asked him why 
he did not always carry it bent , who anſwering, 
it would ſpoil it ; the Apoſtle replied , fo itis with 
the mind of man, which muſt ſometimes be unbent , 
that it may ſhoot the better. 


The ſecond SECTION, 


Of the Pleaſures of the Taſte. 


Ark,that our minds muſt onely be «»bext,not 
»nſtrang : Avord thoſe exceſſes which make 
men now adays as gluttonous in the eye,asthe belly. 


It is a ſtrange vanity to affe& the repute of a good 29 


taſte , to ſet the whole mind to ſerve that part of 
the body ,which bath leaſt of the mind, and to nou 
riſh an efteem which isfed onely with che ſteam of 
the kitchjn, 

Treat not your belly as Caligala did his horſe, 
for he allow'd a Beaſt { for whom nature intended 
nothing bur oats and hay ) Princely delicacies and 
atrendance. And you do the like, if you beſtow fo 
much coſt and pains to feed your moſt ſenſual part , 


fice : We mind not the expence , to ſpend in the name of 
Piety, is gain. Onur T able hath nothing ſavonring of 
baſaveſs,fenſmality,or immoaeſty ;, We feed by meaſnre: 
we drink the rules of temperance ;, we ſatiate our ſelves 
as much as is necefſary for thoſe who muſt riſe at mid- 
night,to offer np their prayers unto God , We ſpeak and 
converſe as inthe preſence of Goa, onr bands Waſhed , 
and candles lighted, every one repeateth what be know- 
eth ont of the holy Scriptures and his own invention to 


10 the praiſe of Ged. Prayer as it began the banquet; rox= 


Elndes it : From the table We go nnts the exerciſe of 
modeſty and decency : you would ſay, if you behuld ric, 
that we were uit at ſupper but at a lettxre of bulyne/s 

Alaſs ! Confer the feaſts of moſt Chriſtians with 
theſe, and you compare the table of the Centaur: to 
that of the Angels. 


The third SE c T10 x. 
Of Gamng. 
E not over-violent likewiſe at thoſe games of 
chance, which have in them' ſo much covetouſe 
neſs, hear, and flame : Did a man commir -no other 
{1n, buz converſing the third part, or half of his life 
with Kings and knaves of cards, being invited to tha 
converſation of Angels, yet were he guilty of no 
ſmall offence : Bur beſides, gaming was the inventi- 
on of that devil Z abnlon,as S.Cyprian obſerves, in a 
Treatiſe upon this ſubjeR: Iris che altar of Fortune, 
deteſted/by the Prophet ; It is the ſhop of deceit, the 


which the Divine Providence wills, ſhould be nou- 3o ſchool of coverouſneſs,*the apprentiſhip of blaſphe. 


riſhed ſparingly.Great feaſts, which beginin vanity, 
and continne in riot, end always in folly ,and often in 
repentance. Nothing is got by pleaſures inthe Tafte, 
bur a more erazy body, a more cloſe priſon of fleſh, 
and a, more ſtinking Ekcbee:. vane are thoſe 
feaſts, which the hunger of the poor acculeth before 
God. Above theſe fixteen ages the rongue of the 
Rich Glutron hath burned in hell,all his runs of de- 
licious wine, not having left him ſo much as one 
drop to refreſh himſelf. | 
| It you defireto know what were the banquets of 
the'Primitive Chriſtians, which ought to be models 
for ours) Tert»lian gives you a diſconrſe chereon 
in his Apelogys Onur feaſts (ſaith he) expreſs what they 
are,in their names. T hey are called' Ajarer(Charities) 
becauſe they are inftituted for relief of the poor + Our 
T able reſendblith an Altar, and onr Supper a Sacri- 


my, the academy of anger ; where arc'begot mad 
amities, unpunifhed thefts, pleaſing rarehers, and 
whence nothing for the moſt part 1s brought away, 
bur 'a' tetpeſt 1n the mind, gall inthe heart; and 
air in the purſe : What excuſear thelaſt day can 
he have, who gameth with a ful hand, and derains (in 
the mean while) the wages of a ſervant, or the relief 
of ſome beggar that pinert> and quakerh at his gate ? 

Pilat's Souldiers ca{t lots on the garments of the 


g Son of God, whileſt the blood diftilled from bis. bo- 


dy ; bur they were executioners and'iritidels ; who 
would nor be ſtruck with horrour to ſeex Chriſtin, 

amidſt ſo many jmages of the Son of God, withour 

regard either of rimezof Go8,vr of man, -play away 
thebloed of his family whotmthe negledterh, or oi the 
poor , whom he defooileih'? "Away with thele g3.. 
lighcs, which are bred (like the Salamander) inthe 
tears of beaven, Clemens 


478 


THE CHRISTIAN DIARY. 


Clemens Alexandrinus in his Pedagegue ſheweth 
plainly, that theſe games of cards,dice,and the like, 
were not allowed in the Primitive Church , for he 
reacheth us,that ſuch paſtimes are often asan ebul- 
lition of ungovern'd delights, and an indigeſtion 'of 
evil idlenefſs. 

If we muſt of neceſsity play in complacence to 
others,we ought ar leaſt to have a care,thar it be for 
ſome good end, that it be with our equals, without 


paſzion, little, moderate,& to the profic of the poor. 16 


The foutth SECT10N 
? Dancing 


S for Dancing, Balls, and Aak,it 15 true what 

A. the pious Biſhop and excellent Authour hath 
{aid in his [ntrodsion; they reſemble muſhroms, the 
b:ft which are worth nothine, Luxury , vanity , 
fooliſh expence, masking, good chear, night, youth, 


they crowd defile one onotl er, arid by frequent and 
infectious converſation, the trouble of buſineſs, the 
importunity of viſits, the foohſh tyranny of com- 
plements ſteal from them half their lite, intheCoun- 
try, the heaven, air,carthand waters, (which Citics 
ſnatch from us) are reſtored with greatelt liberty, 
There, all the creatures of God ſpeak to us face to 
face, to tell ug the wonders of the Creatour, The 
Chriſtians of the primitiveChurch made hermitages 
of their farms, to ſound a retreat from worldly by. 
ſineſs,and to prepare for their time of reſt: but many 
now make gardens temples of Baa/.pror, where to 
God is worſhipped, bur the belly, luxury, gaming, 
and uncleannels, 

Many make walks and races, wherein none can run. 
far without ſtumbling; for they reſemble the liſt of 
Atalanta& Hippomenes,rather then the race wherein 
S. Paul exhorted Chriſtians to run; there che ſenſes 


| flattered witha thouſand delightful obzeQs, many 


love, liberty, are as dangerous counſellours of wiſe- 20 times put themſelves in array,there the bloud is in- 


dom, as ill teachers of modeſty : ſome may be fan- 
ified in them by miracle, but every day more are 
loſt in them, through weakneſs : fince our force is 
weak,not miraculous,we onght,by flying from occa- 
ſions,to ſeek that ſafety which we cannot find in our 
own ſtrength, 

The fable faith, that the butterfly asked the ow] 
how ſhe ſhould deal with the fire,which had fiaged 
ber wings; who counſclled her, not to behold ſomuch 


as its ſmoak, With what conſcience can a faithful 30 


ſoul frequent thoſe worldly recreations, which have 
flain'd her purity with ſo many blemiſhes? Muſt we 
ſtay ſtil we are burned,ere we retire from the flame? 
I wonderat thoſe who would ſpiritualize dancing , 
and make it agree with frequent communion , ſuch 
in effe&, with the Emperour Aariay, Lay Addon in 
the manger of Feſus. There muſt be ſo many cir- 
cumſtances,of the intention, time, place,perſons, and 
manner, to ſeaſon ſuch pleaſures, that it were cafier 
to abſtain from them,then to uſe them well. 


The fifth Sz cT10N. 
Of wanton ſongs, and plays. 


I: you ſpeak of wanton ſongs, of reading il books, 
of unchaſt comedies and plays, your conſcience 
( which is the School-miſtriſs of the foul) will 
erhbaps tell you more then you are willing to be- 
vs Such recreations are fore-runners of diſor- 


flamed, the tongue untied;concupilcence enkindled 
there, licentiouſneſs often rendeth the yail, which 
until then was over the face of modeſty , and impu- 
_ becomes yemqn to love , Theſe are the fa- 
criledges, which dry up years, breed diſorder a- 
mongtt ſeaſons,barrenneſs in the bowels of the earth 
and deſpair in our miſeries, 


The ſevethSEs cT1ON. 
T he four conditions of recreation. 


hors recreation muft bave four eſpecial things , 
choice of perſons, good intention, innocency , mo- 
Aeration, 

Choice of perſoxs, in avoiding evil company as the 
moſt dangerous ſhelf of life , for the friendſhip of 
wicked men is like a bundle of thorns, tied together 
to burnand crackle inthe fire, Your [riendſhip 
muſt be virtuous, faithful,difintereſſed, if you mean 


40 {0 have any fruirs of ir. 


Goed intention, as to cheriſh health and ſtrength , 
that they may ſerve the ſoul, for a good man ſhould 
ſeek goodeven in play and at meals; like the fainc 
who roſe in the night, and fed with a poor bungry 
brother, that he might not be aſhamed of eating ar 
a diſorderly hour. 

Innocexcy, for much conſideration muſt be uſed 
therein, leſt nature ſhould diſſolve into bruciſh life 
unworthy a generons heart.Bebind,comes gluttony 


der, inſtruments of ſenſuality,tinder to fin,and ſcan. , , \Ntemperate gaming, fooliſh jeſting, and derraction 


dal to virtue; evil,at that time entreth into you, by 
every gate of the ſence, and goeth out enly at the 
gace of repentance, which is not always apen to our 
indiſpohtons. A young ſoul is ſurprized in theſe, as 
in a goldcn ſnare; to whom the deſcription of fin, is 
invitation. For we live now in an age, where to 
know ill, and to do it, haye ſcarce any Aſediam to 
lever them;and if at any time we are good, it is ra- 
ther through ignorance of vice, then principles of 
virtue, faith Salvies. 


The fixth Ss crT1ox. 
of walking, and running. 


'Ecreations , the moft innocent , ; are ever the 

KY moſt commendable; as thoſe in the countrey , 

for exerciſe of the body, for the Gonntry life ( ſaith 
Columella,): 1s the couſin germane to wiſgdons. | 

Setting aſide the —_— of Churches, Juſtice , 


in this age bard to be avoided, 

The book moſt ordinary in companies of men, is 
man bimſelf:Nowvery few take delight to diſcourſe 
of the Old and New Teftament; nay not fo much as 
of the old Reman Councils, Agyptian Pyramids , 
or ancient wars of Ceſars. Men ſtudy books of the 
time,talk of garbs,clothes, looks,conditions, buſineſs, 
cuſtoms,alliances; and though we have no intent to 
wrong. any, yet isit very eaſie, in ſuch yaricty of 
diſcourſe to let fall many words of far leſs yalue 


*then ſilence ; it is an excellent quality to ſtill ggod 


matter into company 3 either upon occaſion, by que- 
ftion,conſequetice, narration or propoſition, as the 
reyerend 7aquinet obſeryes in bis Adarc/s, 
Mederation, For as the wiſe man faith, Prov. 25. 
1.6. We glut our ſelves with honey:ſo ought we ro 
have a care, that recreations ( made to. refreſh the 
mind)tend not by exceſs to diſſoluteneſs. You muſt 
obſcrye what the time, place, and perſons require, 


Learning, Arts and Traffick, what are great Cities 70 and to, paſs the time,rmuſt not exceed your ſelf by 


but great priſon?Men live there, like birds in a cage, 


profuſcneſs, 


the 


Part.4- 


Part, 4s" 


The cighth SzcT1on. 


Of vicious converſation; and firſt of imperti- 
nent, 


He Hebrews ſay,play,anger,the cup, and conver 

ſation,are the Windows of the ſoul , through which 
ſhe is many times ſeen more they ſhe would be; he is 
wiſe, who makes uſe of meetings and company, as 
of a tile to poliſh bis mind, and to make it continu- 
ally more apt for its functions. 

Vicions converſation, may be reduced almoſt. to 
three heads, that 1s, impertinent, vain, evil, Imperti= 
xt. as the clowniſh, fooliſh, troubleſome, which 
many have through want of diſcretion, faſhion and 
. civility. 

T bapbrafes . one of the quaintelt wits of anti- 
quity, relateth ſome paſſages, which he ſaith he 6b- 
ſervedin his time,arguing a great weakneſs of judg. 


ment ; ſome(faith he) lay hold on one that is going ,g 


about buſineſs of concernment, to tell him ſome- 
thing (as they pretend) of great importance, which 
when told, 1s nothing but foolery. Others invite a 
traveller, newly come out of the countrey very 
weary,to walk up and down; others pull a man out 
ofa {hip ready to weigh anchor, to entertain him 
with follies on the ſhore; others come to bear wit- 
neſs,afterthe cauſe is judged, and bring with much 
fweat , a Phyſitian to the dead : others pretend to 
know the way,and undertake to lead the relt, but go 
wrong ar the very firſt,and proteſt, they have for- 
got it. Others make rude inquiry into buſineſs, and 
ask a General of an Army, whether he goes, and 
what is his deſign. Some alſo there are (faith he) ſo 
ruſtick, that (not admitting any thing worth ad- 
miration in civil life) they itand ſtill to look upon 
anox, as men in rapture; and in company , have 
no bg:ter behaviour, then to take their dog by the 
muzzle, and ſay, what a fine dog this u, well he keeps 
the houſe ! Snch converſation is able greatly to vili- 
fie a man, and to take from him all eſtimation he can 
gin in his profefſion. 


The ninth S&SCT1ION, 


Of vain conver [ation, 


T Ain converſation, is that of talkers, flatterers, 
V vain-glorious, and the l;ke; poor T heophraſt us 
(in my opinion)was much tormented with aralker; 
' fince he ſo well deſcribeth one, who, with much paſ- 
ſion, praiſed his wife , told what he dreamed the 
Iſt night; what he bad to dinner ; that he had a 
weakneſs of ſtomack : From thence taking flight , 
he diſcourſed of times; and aſſured him, the men of 
ours came not near the ancients 1n = thing : Then 
he told him, that corn was cheap : that there were 
many ſtrangers in the city : that if it would rain, 
the year would be fruitful ; that he had a field ro 
be ploughed ; that Damipons. gave the greateſt 
wax light at an offering : that there were fo many 
fairs in ſuch a building, and that he had counted 
them, with a thouſand of the like. $#ch peeple ( adds 
the Author) are more to be feared thru a feaver. He 
that would live in quiet ,muſt ſeldom keep them compa- 
ny. Horace mentions one very like, who put him in- 
to a great ſwear, and when he faw he was ſo tired, 
that he knew not which way to turn himſelf. 7 ſee 
Sir, faith he, that I am tronblcſome, but there is no re= 
medy : ſince T have met with you, I muſt needs wait on 
you , fer(Ged be thankea) 1 have nothing elſe to do. 

Flatterers,are much moreacceptable,thoughmany 
tires more dangerous, for they will tell you, that 
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all the world caſt their eyes upon you : that you are 
murh eſteemed; that the whole town talks of ſuch 
a fortunate ation of yours : that you have an excel- 
lent wit, a handſom body, a good grace, winning 
behaviour : that every =} becomes you, ard thar 
it ſeems Natare, when ſhe had made you, broke her 
mold, becauſe ſhe never ſince framed the like : 1£ 
you ſpeak, they bid filence to all the world : then 
extol your words as oracles : and if you jeſt at any, 


Iothey burſt with laughterto pleaſe you; and deifie 


your imperfections : This is that which poyſons 
friendſhip, and blinds humane life, 

The Vain-glorious, will for the moſt part enter- 
tain you with commendations of themſelyes , and 
have a thouſand petty ſingularitiesin their carriage, 


. their attire, their ſpeech, their houſes, their atten. 


dancs, to ſhew, hat they have ſomething more then 
others. ' The aforeſaid Authour fairh , he hath 
obſerved ſome, that held it a great honour to have a 
Blackamore lackey,that they might be the more no- 
ted: and if they ſacrificed an ox , they nailed the 
horns at their gates, to give the world notice of 
their offering : and to conclude, they were ſo great 
ſeli-lovers , that they made Epitaphs, even upon 
their dogs, ſpecifying their age, qualities and con- 
ditions : Theſe are te[timonies of a foul yery frivo. 
lous, and deſtitute of all Humility. 


The tenth SzcCT10On, 
Gf evil Converſation. 


E Vil Converſation,is the worſt cfall ; as is that of 
- the Harſh, who make themſelves unſociable in 
company:thar of the Opixiozated,who bear for their 
motto, 7t ze ſo, and, It zs wot ſo: ever contradicting, 
even the cleareſt truths : that of the Crafty and De+- 
ceitfull , who endeavour to diſcoyer all the ſecrets 
of others , whileſt they diſguiſe themſelves with a 
mask of diſfimulation and intricate ſpecch, feign- 


610g ignorance of what they know, knowledge of 


what they are ignorant, forgetfulneſs of promiſe, 
good will to thoſe they would circumvent, and ma- 
ny ſuch like, That of the Proud, who ſcorn and de. 
ſpiſe all bur themſelves. That ofthe Cholerick, who 
are diſpleaſed upon every accident : That of Scof- 
fers. Buffons,and Slanderers,who are ebſcene, biting, 
and offenſive in all occaſions. 

It were a long buſineſs to examine all theſe par- 
ticularly : and I had freely untolded them,in a Trea- 


gtile of Aſanxers and Paſrion , wherein] hoped to 


give the Reader fatisfation, bur that the delign of 
this little book diverred me. It were to ſmall pur- 
poſe, to make ſo long a work of it; and it is always 
better to conclude well, then to enlarge ill. 


The eleventh SE c TION, 


The Conditions of good Converſations. 


Tell you in brief, S. Bernard, Thomas Aquinas 
j and other learned men are of opinion , that in 

Converſation we ought to be affable and plea- 
ſing, yet not too familiar, nor inquiſitive into other 
mens buſineſs, not ſuſpicious,not light, not riotous, 
not diſcontented, not affe&ted, not imperious, not 
croſs, not exceptious, not jeering, not frerfull, not 
trivial, not churliſh, not roo ceremonious, not toa 
talkative, not too ſofc and compliant, not cholerick, 
not too reſerved, not proud, not vain, all thoſe 
through vanity ( which is onely rich in fooleries ) 


70 diſcourſe perpetually of themſelves, as if they were 


deities. But we mult govern our ſelves with great 
diſcretion and modeſty : we muſt play, but not de- 
baſe 
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baſe our ſelves, laugh, but not to exceſs + rake re- 
creation, but not to effeminacy ; be conſtant but 
not obſtinate ; prudent, bur not crafty ;ſimple;but 
not ſtupid ; concealingill, ſfurchering . good , cor- 
recing our own faults by thoſe, we diſlike in others, 
always bringing home ſome fruit from this garden 
of Graces, andif acquainted with any ſecret ht to 
be concealed, we mult make our breaſt its tomb. 

You will find, there are ordinarily five qualities , 
which make converſation pleaſant; The firſt is, a» 
obliging way, which ſweetly ſcattereth benefits, from 
which ( in their due time and place ) ſpring up re- 
compences: ' This defirei of doing good to all the 
world, isa bait we muſt keep ever in the water, for 
by ir men are taken more eaſily then fiſhes , And 
ſuch there have been, who by giving a glaſs of wa- 
ter opportunely, have obtained a Kingdom; as we 
ſee in the ſtory of Thaumaſtns, and King Agrippa. 

The ſecond, Affability, joyned with a grace and 
ſweet behaviour, which hath a moſt powerful charm 
over ſouls naturally inclined to honefty. To do 
good, and not to do it handſomely, is nothing. A 
benefit given with grudging, isaſtony loaf, onely 
raken for neceſlity, 

The third, aquick and wary prudence, to diſcern 
the diſpolitions, capac ities, manners, humours, affe. 
Rions,and aims of thoſe with whom we conyerlſe; 
and to ſuit our carriage to every mans temper. 

The fourth, Humility, withont ſottiſhneſs or 
ſervile baſeneſs, which teacheth to yield to reaſon, 
and not to preſume upon our own ſtrength. 

The fifth, ( whereof we have already ſpoken) isa 
diſcreet Patiexce, to bear with men and buſineſs un- 
moved,ſo that you may keep your heart always in 
a £00d poſture,cven in unexſpeRted, and thorny ac. 
cidents, He that underſtands this myſtery well , 
deſerves to comand men, being here placed by vir- 
tue in adepgree next the Angels. 

A good rule for conyerſing well,is to propoſe un- 
to your ſelf for pattern, one of a perfect converſa- 


tion : $0 S. Angnſtine referred thoſe that deſired to 40 


profit in virtue, to the converſation of S. Panlings, 
Vade in Campaniam aiſce Panlinum. 

But the moft effetual precept is, to think how 
the Incarnate Word would converſe, if he were in 
our room 3 by his example,we ſhalldo as 7oſeph in 
e/Egyptzof whom the Scripture Plal. 1@5. ( aceor- 
ding to the Hebrew phraſe ) ſaith, he tied the Prin- 
ces of Pharaoh's Cenrt abont bis heart. 

The reverend Gontery, a man of great Judge- 
ment, and no leſs virtue, bath written a little Trea- 
tiſe of Conmerſation, wherein he deſcendeth very far 
to particulars. He that will read it, ſhall find wiſe 
inſtructions 1n It, 


The twelfth Ss cT10N. 
Concluſion of the Diary. 


A T night before you go to bed,you are tomake 
the examen of Conſcience ( which is the little 
Conſiſtory of the ſoul,as Philo terms it ) where ha- 
ying given thanks to God, and invoked bis holy 
grace, you muſt recal your thoughts, your words , 
your ations, your faults, and negleQs, to account , 


that you may ſee thegain, the loſs,& reckonings of 


that day, ro further good, to corre evil ; remitting 
che one to your own diſcretion,and the other to 
Gods mercy. 


Eſteem this ſaying of S. Bernard , (in his book 
of the [nte rionr houſe.) a8 an oracle, that one of the 
chiefeft mirronrs to behold God in,is a reaſonable ſonl, 
Which finds it ſelf out, 

There we muſt ſeat the Conſcience in a Throne 

with a ſcepter in one hand , and all paſsions,and im- 

perfections at her feer, 

There ſhe muſt rake the liberty to ſay toyou, 
Wicked ſervant, thin haſt lift a day : what fluggiſh- 

10 ns at thy riſing ? what negligence in labour ? how 
great words ? huw little works? Why this curiens que- 
ſtiening ? this raſh jrdgement?theſe wandering eyes ? 
theſe frajing thoughts ? Should you have been angry 
for ſo ſlight a cauſe, upon ſuch an ccafion? ſhould you 
ſo freely have ceuſured and murmured at the altions 
of another? ſhould you have taken your refittiog ſo ſen- 
ſually ? and ſought your eaſe jn, and by all things, ſo 

greedily? and [o of the reſt. It by the grace of God , 

you ſhall find ſome kind of virtues, yet muſt you 
20 well pick and ſift them (as the perfume, whnch was 
to be ſet before the Tabernacle ) to preſent them 
before the face of God ; and ſay in cencluſion with 
all humility, as the devout Somrthwe #, 2 nod fui, Dee 
mint, ignoſce, quod ſum, corrige; quod ero, dirige, O 
Lord, forgive what I bave been,corrett What 1 am; 
airett, what I ſpall be. 

This done, fay ſome yocal prayer, to ſhut the 
day up happily with ſome a&ts of contrition of 
taich,ot hope,of ſupplication,for your ſelt & friends. 
30 Say here 

Light of the Children of light ! bright day which haſt no 

evening ! The world is buried in the darkneſs of night, and 
this day quite finiſhed, wherein 1 ſee, as in alittle Map, how my 
life ſhall end. O God, what benefits do 7 ſee in it on thy part;what 
ingratitudes on mine ?' Preſerve me in what is thine ;, and waſh 
away with the precious:bloud of thy Sotty what is mine, Shelter 
we undey the wings of thy protefion, from lo many ſhadows appa- 
ritions, and ſnares of the father of darkni ſs ; and gr:nt, that though 
ſleep cloſe my eyes. yet my heart may never be [put to thy love. 

Laſtly, fall aſleep upon ſome good thought that 
your night(ss the Propher ſaith) may be enlightned 
with the delights of God; and if you chance to have 
any interruption ot ſleep, ſupply it with ejaculatory 
prayers, and elevations of heart ; as the juſt did of 
old,called for this reaſon, T ke crickets cf the night. 

Thus ſhall you lead a life full of honour, quier,and 
fatisfaRiof to your ſelf, and ſtall make every day a 
ſtep to Eternity, The marks, which may amongft 
others give you good hope of your predeſtination, 
are eleven principal. | 

1. Faith, lively ſimple,and firm, 2; Purity of life, 


O . E . a . 
3® exempt ordinarily from grievous ſins. 3. Tribulati- 


on. 4. Clemency and mercy. 5. Poverty of ſpiric 
diſengaged from the earth, 6. Humility.7.Charitv 

to your neighbour. 8. Frequentation of the bleſſed 
Sacrament, 9.Aﬀection to the word of God.10 Re- 
ſgnation of your own mind to the will of your $0- 
vereign Lord. 11. Some remarkable a& of virtue, 
which you haye upon occaſion exerciſed. 

You will find this Diary little in yolume, but great 
in virtue, if reliſ;yng it well, you begin to pur 1t in 
praftiſe. It contains many things, worthy to be me. 
ditated at leiſure , for they are grave and wiſe pre- 
cepts, choicely extracted out of the moral docrin 
ofthe Fathers. Though they ſeem ſhort, they coſt 
not the leſs pains. Remember, that famous Artiſt 
Adyrmecides, employed more time to make « Bee, 
then an unskilfal workman to build a houſe, 
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Ts the Morning. 

Y voice ſhalt thou hear in the morning, 
M O Lord, in the morning will I diret 
h. my prayer unto thee, and will look up, 

P/al.5.3. 
Thou ſhalt make thy face to ſhine upon me, and 


all the beaſts of the forreft ſhall gather themſelycs 


rogether, and lay them down in their dens, P/al. 
184. 22. 


My gays are like the days of an hireling. Until 10 


the day break, and the ſhadows fly away, fob 7. 1. 
Cant. 4.6. | 
Beginning 4 good work, 

In the volume of che book it is written of me, 1 
delight ro de thy will, O my God , yea,thy Law 1s 
within ny heart, Pal. 40. 7. 8. 

In good Inipirations. 

The L ord God hath opened my ear , and I was 

not rebellious, neither turned away back, 7/a.50.5. 
At Charch. 
How amiable are thy Tabernacles! .O Lord of 


Hoſts, P/al. 84. 5. 


Before reading. 
Speak,Lord,for thy ſervant heareth, 1 Saw. 3.9. 
Speaking. 

My heart is inditing a good matter : I ſpeak of 
the things which 1 have made touching the King, 
Pſal. 45. 1. 

Eating. 

Thou openeſt thine hand, and fatisfieſt the de- 30 

fire ofevery living thing, P/al. 145. 
In Proferity. 

If 1 do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave 
to the roof of my mouth : If I prefer not» thee a- 
bove my chief joy, P/al. 137.6. 

Aaver ſity. 

The Lord killeth, and maketh alive, 1 Sam. 2.6. 
Shall we receive good at the band of God,and ſhall 
we not receive evil ? 74 2. 10. Ought not Chriſt 
to have ſuffered theſe things, and to enter into his 40 
ory ? Luke 24. 26. 

Troubles. 

Surely man walketh ina vain ſhew , ſurely they 

are diſquiered in vain, 'P/al. 39. 6. 
Calumnies, 

If 1 pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the ſervant of 
Chriſt, Gl. 1, 10. 

Praiſes. 

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy 
name g$Lve glory, P/al. 115. 1. 

Againſt vain hope. 

As a dream when one awaketh , ſo, O Lord, 
when thou awakeſt, thou ſhalr deſpiſe their image, 
P[al 73. 2c. 


5© 


Pride. 
Whoſoever exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed , 
Loke 14.11. 
| Covetonſueſs. 
It is more bleſſed to give, thento receive, As 
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Know ye not, that your bodies are the members 
of Chriſt ? 1 Cor. 6. 15. 


Envy, 
He that loyeth not his brother ,abidcth in death, 
1 7ohy 3. 14. 
Gluttony. 
The Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, 
Rom. 14. 17. 
Anger. 
Learn of me, for Iam meek and lowly in heart 
Matth. n. 29. 
Slath. 
Curſed be he that doth the work of the Lord 
negligently, Fer, 48. 10. 
| Rules of Faith. 
God cannot be known bur by himſelf, What is to 
be underſtood of God, is to be learned by God, 
Hilary. lib. 5. de Tris. 


20 God doth not call us to the bleſſed life by hard 


queſtions, In finiplicity muft we ſeek him, in piety 
profeſs him. 7dew: 116. 10. 

Remove not the ancient bounds which thy Fa- 
thers have ſet , Prov, 23. 28. 

Many are the reaſons which juſtly hold me in the 
boſom of the Catholick Church, Conſent of people 
and Nations: Authority, begun by miracles, nou- 
riſhed by hope, encreaſed by charity,confirmed by 
antiquity. Augnſt. lib. De xtilitate credendi. 

To diſpute againſt that which the Univerſal 
Church doth maintenance, is inſolent madneſs, 7- 
dem Epiſt. 118. 

Let us follow Univerſality, Antiquity, Conſent : 
Let us hold that which is beheved avery where, al- 
ways, by all. Fincentins Lyrinenſis De profans vo- 
cum wooitatibus, 

Acts of Faith. 

Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelef, 
Afarc. 9. 24. 

I know that my Redeemer hyeth,&c.7b19.25. 
Hope. 

Though 1 walk through the valley ofthe ſhadow 
of death, { will fear no evil : for thou art with me, 
Pſal, 24. 4. 

I will be with him in trouble; I wil deliver him, 
and honour him, P/al.go. 15. 

Charity. 

Whom have I in Heaven bur thee ? and there is 
none upon earth that | deſire beſides thee. My 
fleſh and my hearr failerh , bur God is the ſtrength 
of my hearc” and my portton for ever, 
25, 26. 

Feed me, Ol ord thy Suppliant, with the can- 
tinual influcace of chy Divinity: This I requet, 
this 1 defire , that vel ement love may throvghly 
pierce m2 , fill me, and channe me into ur {e'f 
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for all Perſons and occaſzons. 
For ths Church 


E beſecch thee, OLord , graciouſly to :c- 
cept the prayers of thy Church, that ſhe be- 


tg delivered from all adverſity and errour , may 10 


ſerve thee in ſafety and freedome , throwgh Jeſus 
Chriſt our [.ord. 
For the King. | 
\ ] E beſcech thee , O Lord, that thy ſervant 
CHARLEs by thy gracious appointment 
our King and Governour, may be enriched with all 
encreaſe of virtue , whereby he may be able to cſ- 
chew evil, and to ſoilow Thee, the Way ,the Truth, 
and the Life, chrough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
For a Friend. 
Lrughty and ever-livirg Lord God, have mer. 
A cy upon thy ſcrvant NV. and direc him by thy 
goodneſs into the way of cternal ſalvation, that 
through thy grace, he may deſire thoſe things which 
pleaſe thee , and with his whole endeavour perform 
the ſame, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


| For Peace. 
() God, from whom all holy defires, all good 
# counſels, and all juſt works do proceed, give 
unto us thy. ſervants that peace which the world 
cannot give,that both our hearts may be ſet to obey 
thy Commandments, and alſo that by thee we be- 
ing defended from the fear of our enemies, may paſs 
onr time in re{t and quietneſs, through the merits 
of Jeſus Chrift our Saviour, 
In the time of Plagae. 
F Et thy anger ccaſe, O© Lord , and be appeaſed 
* _, for the 1niquity of thy people, as thou haſt 
ſworn by thy ſz1f. O holy God , holy and ſtrong, 
holy and immortal, have mercy upon us. 
For the ( lergy: 
Lmighty and everlaſtingGod, who by thy Spi- 
A rit doit ſanQifie and govern the whole body 
of the Church , graciouſly hear our prayers for all 
thoſe whom thou haſt ordained , and called to the 
publick ſervice of thy SaxRtuary ; that by the help 
of thy grace they may faithfully ſerve thee in their 
ſeveral degrees, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
For a City. 


(mos this City, O Lord, with thy proteRi- 59 L 


on , and let thy holy Argels guard the walls 
thereof; O Lord, mercifully hear thy people. 
For the ſich. 
() God the only refuge of our infirmities, by thy 
mighty pqwer relieve thy ſick ſervants, thar 
they with thy gracious aſſiſtance , may be able to 
give thanks unto thee in thy holy Church, chrough 
Jeſus Chriſt, 
For Grace. 


Ord, from whom all good things do come , 69 


-.- grant us thy humble ſervants, that by thy ho- 
ly inſpiration we may think choſe things that be 
g00d, and by thy merciful gviding, may perform 
the ſame threugh our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

For the ifflited. 
Almighty God , the afflicted ſoul , the trou- 
bled ſpirit crieth unto thee: Hear OLord, 
and have mercy.; for thou art a merciful God, 
* For Friends. 


0() 


thee , thou art rich in all ihirgs;, reward them 
for theſe benefit , with bleflirgs both temporal ard 
eternal, 
For Enemes. 
God the loyer & preſerver of Peace and chari- 
ty, give unto all our enemies thy true peace & 
love, and remiſsion of ſins : and mightily deliver us 
from their ſnares, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
For T ravellers. 
Sſiſt us mercifully,O Lord,in our ſuppl'cations 
- andpraiers, and diſpoſe the way ot thy ſer- 
vants towards the attainment of everlalting falvati- 
on, that amors all the charges ard charces of this 
mortal life, they may ever be detended by thy moſt 
gracious and ready help,through Chriſt our Lord. 
For a Fami!y, 
Lmighty and everlaſting God, ſend down thy 
holy Angel from heaven , to vilit,, prote& 
and defend all To dwell in this houſe, throuph Je- 


20 ſus Chrift our Lord. 


For the dying. ; 
| Ther of fpirits ard God ot all fleſh, receive the 
ſouls which thou haſt redeemed with thy blood, 
returning unto thee, 
For the Fruits of the Earth. 
(0) God in whom we live , and moyz, and have 
our being,open iby treaſure in the due ſeaſon, 
and give a blefsing to the works of thy bands, 
For Women in travel. 
Lord, of thy goodnels help thy ſervants, who 
are in pains ot child-birih , that beirg delive- 
red out of their preſent danger , they may gloritic 
thy holy name, bleſſed for ever. 
Againſt Temptation. 
A Lmighty God, which doſt ſee that we have no 
power of our ſelves to help our ſelves, keep 
thou us both outwardly in our bedies, and inwardly 
in our fouls, that we may be defended from all ad- 
verſities, which may happen to the body, and from 


40 all evil rhoughts, which nay aſſault and hurt the 


ſoul, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
For mi:believers aud ſinners. 

A Lmighty and everliving God, who defireſt not 

the death of a ſinner , mercifully look upon 
all that are deceived by the ſubtlety of Satan , that 
all evil prejudice laid afde , they may return to the 
unity of thy truth ard love. 

For Priſcners. | 
Cod , who didſt deliver $. Peter from his 
chains,and reftoredit him to liberty have pity 
upon thy ſervants in captivitie, releaſe their bonds, 
and grant them freedom and fafetie , for his merits 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the hoke 
Ghoſt, ever one God, world wi:hout end, 
For temporal neceſſaries. 
P Epleniſh thoſe, O Lord, we beſeech thee, with 
? A temporal nouriſhment , whom thou haſt re- 
freſhed with thy bleſſed Sacraments. 
Againſt tempeſt s. 


R ive ſpiritual wickednels from thy houſe, O 
_# Lord, andpreſeryeit from the malignitie oi 
tempeſtuous weather. 

A Prayer of Thomas Aquinas before tuay. 

() UnſpeakableCreatvur,who out of the treaſure 

of thy wiſdom , haft ordained Hierarchies of 

Angels, and haſt placed them above the higheſt hea. 

ven.in a wonderful order, and diſpoſed them {weet- 

lie tor all parts of the world ; Thou,the true foun- 

tain, and incomprehenſible principle of light and 


Beſeech thee, O Lord, tor all thoſe to whom I 4© wiſdom , vouckſafe to illuminare the darkneſs of 


am indebted for my birth, education, inſtruRi- 
on , promotion; their necellities are known unto 


my underſtanding with a beam of thy light, remove 
the darkneſs wherein I was born, (in and ignorance: 
Thou 


The Penitent ; or, Entertainments for Lent. 


Thou who makeſt the tongues of infants eloquent, 
looſen my tongue, and pour forth the = of thy 
ſpiric upon my lips ; give me acutene 


to appre- 


hend,capacity to retain, ſubtlety to interpret,aptnes 
to learn,readineſs to ſpeak, dire& my beginning, fur- 
ther my progreſſion,and perfe&t-my concluſion, 
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And F the firſt day upon the Conſideration of Aſhes. 


Genel. 3. 

r. It is anexcellent way to begin Lent 
with the conſideration of Duſt, whereby Nature 
gives us beginning,and by the ſame, Death ſhall put 
an end to all our worldly vanities. There is no bet- 
ter way to abate and humble the proudeft of all 
Creatures, then to repreſent his begining & his end. 
The middle part of our life (like a kind of Proteys) 


T Hon art Duſt,and to Duſt thon ſhalt returg, 


the world together,is of no eſtimation to him, tha 
rightly knows the true value of a juſt mans death. lt 
would be neceſſary, that they who are taken with 
the curioſity of Tulips, ſhould ſer in their Gardens 
a Plant called Napel,whichcarries a flower that moſt 
perfeRly reſembles a Deaths head. And if the other 
Tulips do pleaſe their ſenſes, that will mftruR their 
reaſon. Before our laſt death, we ſhould die many 
other deaths, by forſaking all thoſe creatures and 


takes upon it ſeveral ſhapes not nnderſtgod by o- 10 affections which lead us to fin. We ſhould reſemble 


thers , bur the firſt and laſt part of it deceive no 
man ; for they do both begin and end in Duſt, It is 
a ſtrange thing, that Man knowing well what he 
hath been,and what he muſt be,is not confounded in 
himſelf, by obſerving the pride of his own life, and 
the great diſorder of his paſsions. The end of all 0- 


thoſe creatures (ſacred to the Egyptians) called Cy- 
ocephales, which died piece-meal, and were buried 
long before their death : So ſhould we bury all our 
concupiſcences before we go to the grave,and ſtrive 
to live ſo,that when death comes, be ſhould find ve- 
ry little buſineſs with ns, 


ther creatures is leſs deformed then that of man : Aſpiration. | 
Plants in their death retain ſome pleaſing ſmell of Father of all Eſſences, who giveſt beginning 
their bodies : The little roſe buries it ſelf in her na- to all things, and art without end, This day 


tural ſweetneſs, and carnation colour. Many Crea-.. 20 I take Aſhes upon my head, thereby profeſling (be- 


tnres at their death leave us their teeth, horns, fea- 
thers, skins, of which we make great uſe. Others 
after death are ſervedup in filver and golden diſhes, 
to feed the greateſt perſons of the world. - Onely 
mans dead carcaſe is good for. nothing but to feed 
worms : and yet he often retains the preſumptuous 
pride of a Giant, by the exorbitancy of his heart, 
and the cruel nature of a murderer, by the furious 
rage of his revenge. Surely that man muſt cither be 
ſtupid by nature, or moſt wicked by his own eleRi- 
on, who will not corre and amend himſelf, havin 
Kill before his eyes Aſhes for his Glaſs, and Death 
for his Miſtriſs, 

2. This conſideration of Duſt is an excellent re- 
medy to cure vices, and an aſſured Rampire againſt 
all remptations. S. Panlinas ſaith excellently well , 
That holy 7c was free from all temptations , when 
he was placed upon the ſmoke and duſt of his hami. 
lity, He that lies upon the ground can fall no lower; 


bur may contemplate all above him, and meditate 4 


how to raiſe himſelf by the hand'of God, which pulls 
down the proud, and exalts the humble. Is a man 
rempred with pride ? The conſideration of Aſhes 
will humble him. 1s he burned with wanton love, 
(which is a dire& fire ? ) But fire cannot conſume 
Aſhes. Is he perf, 
do make the preatelt Leeches and Bloud-ſuckers caſt 
their Gorges. Every thing gives way to this unvalu- 
ed thing, becauſe God is pleaſed ro draw the inſtru- 


ments of his power out of the objets of our infir- 50 


mities. 


3. If we knew how to uſe rightly the meditation of 


ed with covetouſneſs 2 Aſhes: 


fore thee) my being nothing , and to do thee ho» 
mage for that which 1 am, and for thatl onght to be 
by thy great bounties, Alas,O Lord, my poor ſoul 
is confounded to ſee ſo miany ſparkles of pride and 
covetoulſneſs,ariſe from this caitiffduſt which I am: 
{o little do yer learn how to live, and ſo late do I 
know how to die, O God, of my life and death, | 
moſt humbly beſeech thee, ſo to govern the firſt in 
me, and ſo to ſweeten the laſt for me, that if I live, 


30 | may live onely for thee , andif I muſt die, that I 


may enter into everlaſting bliſs, by dying in thr 
bleſſed love and favour. 0 Sade ; 
The Goſpel for Aſhwedneſday. 
S. Matthew 6. 
Of Hypocritical Faſting. 


Hep you faſt, benot as the hypocrites, ſad, for 116) 
disfigure their faces, that they miy appear unto me 10 
faſt. Amen, I ſay to you that they have received their reward. 


© But thou when thou doeſt f aſt, anoint thy head, and waſh th 


face; that"thou afhear nat to men to ſalt, but tothy Father 
which 18 in ſecret : and thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret, will 
repay thee. ea ' 

Hea' x0t 1» to your ſelurs treaſurcs on the earth : wheve 
the rieſt and mth do corru;?, and where thieves dig through 
an4 ſteal. But heap up to yaur {ves treaſures in heaven : 
where neither the ruſt nor math doth corrupt and where thieves 
ao not dig through nor [ezl Far where thy treaſure is, there is 


thy beart alſo. 
Atboral ties. ; 
1.” J* Hat man goes to Hell by the way of Parg- 
diſe,who taſts and afflits his body, ro dray 
the praiſe of Men. Sorrow and vanity together, 
are not able to mak? one Chriſtian A&. He de- 


death, we ſhould there find the ſtreams of life : All - ſerves everlafting hunger, who ftarves bimfelf chat 
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THE PENITENT:; 
he may ſwell and burſt with yainslory. He ſtands 
for a ſpe&acle to others , being the murtherer of 
himſelf,and by ſowing vaniry , reaps nothing but 


wind. Our intentions muſt be wholly direCted to 
God.and our examples for our neighbour. The Fa- 
ther of all virtues is not to be ſerved with counter- 
feit devotions;ſuch lies are abominarions in hisfight, 
and Tertulliay faith, they are, as many adulteries, 

2, It imports us much to begin Lent well, enter. 


ing into thoſe lits,in which ſo manyholy ſouls have x g bea/ed 7« che ſame th 


run their courſe with ſo great ſtritneſs, have been 
glorious before God, and honourable before men. 
The difficulty of it, is apprehended only by thoſe 
who have their underſtandings obſtructed by a vi- 
olent afeRion ro kitchin. ſtuff, It is no more bnr- 
thenſom to a courageous ſpirit, then feathers are 
to a bird. The cheartulneſs which a man brings to 
a good action in the beginning, does half the work, 
Let us waſh our faces by confeſſion: let us.perfume 
our bead (who is Jeſus Chriſt) by alms-deeds. Faſt- 
ing is a moſt delicious feaſt to the conſcience, when 
it 15 accompanied with pureneſs and charity: bur ir 
breeds great thirſt, when it is not nouriſhed with 
deyorion, and watered with mercy, 

3.Whar great pain is taken to get treaſure,what 
care.to preierveir ; what fear to loſe it , and what 
ſorrow when itis loſt ? Alas, is there need of fo 
Sreat covetouſneſs in life, to encounter with ſach 
extreme nakedneſs in death? We have not the ſouls 
of Giants, nor the body of a Whale, 1f God will 
have me poor, muſt I endeayour to reverſe the de. 
crees of Heaven and earth,that I may become rich ? 
10 whom dowe truſt the fatety of our treaſures ? 
To ruſt, to moths, and thieves : were it not better 
we ſhould in our infirmities depend only on God 
Almighty, and comfort our poverty in him who is 
only rich, and ſo carry our ſouls to heaven, where 
Jeſus on the day of his Aſcention did place our $0. 
veicign good, Only Serpents and covetous men 


deſire to (leep among treaſures, as Saint Clement 40 bur takes 


faith. But the g-eatelt riches,of the world is pover- 
ty, free from Covetouſnels, 
AFfpiraticn. 

ceek thee (O inviſible God) within the abyſs of 
[ thy brightneſs, and 1 ſee thee through the veil 
of thy creatures. Wilt thou always be hidden from 
me?Shall'l never ſee thy face, which with a glimpſe 
of thy ſplendour canſt make Paradiſe ? I work in 


. ſecrer, but 1 know thou art able to reward me in 


the liphr. A man can loſe nothing by ſerving thee 
andyer nothing is valuable ro thy ſervice, tor the 
pain it ſelf is a {ufficient recompence. "i hou arr the 
tood of my faſtings, and the cure of my infirmities, 
What have I to do with Moles, to dig the earth 
like them, and there to hide treaſures? Is it not 
time to cloſe the earth, when thou doſt open hea- 
ven? and to carry my heart where thou art, ſince 
all my riches 13 in thee ? Doth not he deſerve to be 
everlaſtingly poor, who caunot b&content with a 
God fo rich as thou art ? 


The Goſpel for the firlt Thurſday in 
Lent,S. Matthew 18, of the Centurions 
words. 


OLord Iamnot worthy. 


Nd when he was eatred into Cabernaum, th:ve came to 
A him a Centurion, beſceching, bim, and ſaying, Lord my boy 
lieth at home ſich of thepaljie, and is ſore tormented. ; 

And 7eſus [aith to him, 1will come an cure him. 
And the Centurion making an(wer , ſajd, Lord, 1 amaot 


Or, 
this, g6, and he goeth : and to another , come ;; and he erm 
th : and to my ſervant, Ao this, and be doth it: And Jeſus 
hearing this, marvelled, and ſard to them that followed 
him, Amen, 1 ſay to you, 1bave not found ſo great faith in 
Iſracl. 

F And 1 ſay to you, that many ſhall come from the Eaſt and 
Weſt,and ſhall fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, aud Jacod. in 
the Kingdoms of Heaven : but the children of the Kingdons 
(hall be Faſt out intg exteriour darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping 
and gna{hing of teeth. And jeſus ſaid to the Centayion, Go, 


and as thou baft beliemed, be it done to thee. And the boy was 


Moralities 


I, Ur whole Salvation conſiſts in two princi- 

ples; The one is, in our being ſenlible of 
God : and the other? in moving toward him. The 
firſt, proceeds from faith , the other, comes of cha- 
rity and other virtues. O what a happy thing itis to 
follow the examples of this good Centurion, by 
baving ſuch elevated thoughts of the Divinity, and 
to know nothing of God, but what he is: To 


20 behold our heavenly Yather within this great Fa- 


mily of the world, who effects all things by his fin- 
ole word ; Creates by his power, governs by his 
counſel, and orders by his goodneſs this great uni- 
verſality of all things. The moſt inſentible crea- 
tures have ears to hear bim. Feavers and tempeſts 
are part of that running camp, which marcheth un- 
der bis Standard. They advance and retire them- 
ſelves under the ſhadow of his command : he onl 

hath power to give meaſures to the Heaven, bounds 


zoto the Sea, to joyn the Eaſt and Weſt rogether in 


an inſtant, and to be 1n all places where his pleaſure 
is underſtood, 

2. OQ, how goodly a thing it is to go unto him, like 
this great Captain, To go ſaid]? Nay, rather to 
fly as he doth, by the two wings of Charity and 
Humility.His Charity made lum have a tender care 
of his poor ſervant, and to eſteem his health 
more dear , then great men do the rareſt pieces in 
their Cabinets. He doth not truſt his ſervants , 

the charge upon himſelf: making him-. 
ſelf (by the power of love) a ſervant to him, 
who by birth was'made ſubje& ro his command. 
What can be ſaid of fo many Maſters and Miſtrifſs 
ſes now adays, who live always flaves to their paſ- 
ſons? having no care at all of the ſalvation, 
health, or neceſlities of their ſervants, as if th 
were nothing elſe but the very ſcum ot the world. 
They make great uſe of their labours and ſervice, 
(which is juſt ) but negleR their bodies, and kill 


» SO their ſouls by the infetion of their wicked exam- 


ples. Mark the humility of this Souldier, who 
doth not think his houſe worthy to be enlightned 
by one ſole qo of our bleſſed Savionr's 
preſence. By the words of S. Ang»ſtize we may 
ſay, he made himſelf worthy by believing and de- 
claring himſelf ſo unworthy : yea, worthy that 
our Saviour ſhould enter, not only into his houſe,  - 
but into his very ſoul, And upon the matter he 
could not have ſpoken with ſuch faith and humili- 


CO ty, if he had not firſt incloſed (in his heart ) bim, 


whom he durſt not receive into his houſe. 

3. The Gentiles come ncar unto God, and the 
Jews go from him: to teach us, that ordinarily the 
molt obliged perſons are moſtungrateſul , and dif. 
eſtcem their benefaRours for no other reaſon, bur 
becauſethey receive benefitsdaily from them.1f you 
ſpeak courteouſly to them, they anſwer churliſhly, 
and in the ſame proportion wherein you are good, 
you make them wicked:therefore we muſt be care- 


| 70 ful that we be not ſo toward God, Many. are di. 
woithy that thou ſbouldeſt enter ander my r00ſ + but onely (ay Raſted with devotion , as the Iſraclites were with 
Manna. All which is &00d,doth diſpleaſe them, be- 


cauſe 


the ward, and my boy ſhall be beal d. , For 1 alſo ama man ſub- 
Jett to Authority, having under me ſouldiers; and 1 ſay to 


cataſe ir is ordinary : And you ſhall find ſome, who 
(ike naughty grounds ) caſt up thorns where roſes 
are planted, But we bavegreat reaſon to'fear, that 
nothing bn hell fire iscapable to puniſh thoſe, who 
deſpiſe the graces of God , and efteemthat which 
comes from him as a thing of no value, 
Aſpirations. 

Almighty Lord, who doeſt govern all things 

Q in the family of this world, and doeſt bind all 


ENTERTAINMENTS for LENT. 


ſure usto be the children of God,and inheritours of 
his glory. We muſt not fear to be defpiſed for e- 
{teeming virtne , for ſuch contempt can only pro. 
ceed. from thoſe , who know not the true yalue of 
that glory which belongs to the juſt.There is no ber- 
ter way to revenge,the leaveit to God, who always 
doch his own buſineſs. When David wept for Sax, 
who was his enemy , his Clemency did inſen{ibly 
make degrees, by which he mounted np to the 


inſenſible creatures (by the bare ſound of the voice) Io throne of fadah. A good work which comes from 


in a chainof everlaſting obedience : Mult I only be 
fill rebellious againit thy will ? Feavers and Palfies 
have their ears tor thee , and yet my unrulyſpirit 
is not obedient, Alas, alas, this family of my heart 
is ill governed ; It hath violent paſſions , my 
thoughts are wandering , and my reaſon is 11l obey- 
ed. Shall it neyer be like the houſe of this good 
Centurion,where every thing went by meaſure, be- 


cauſe he meaſured himſelf by thy commandments ? 


the ſpirit of vanity , is like an emptied Mine, good 
for nothing. God, who is inviſible, would have our 
aſpe&srurned always towards him, & blind toward 
the world, Alms given by the ſoundota Trumpet, 
makes a great noiſe on earth , but reaps little fruit 
in Heaven, The flic obvanity is a miſchievous thing, 
which deſtroys 'all the perfumes of Charity. What 
need we any ſpeRatours of our good works, every 
place is full where God is, and where he is nor, 


O Lord , I will come reſolutely by a profound hy- 20 there only is Solitude. 


mility, and an inward feeling of my felf, fince F am 
ſo conteroptible before thine eyes. | will come with 
Charity toward theſe of my houſehold, and roward 
all thar ſhall need me. O God of my heart, I be. 
ſeech thee, let nothing from henceforth move in me, 
bur only to advance my coming toward thee , who 
art the besinning of all motions, and the only re- 
poſe of all things which move. 


The Goſpel for the firſt Friday in Lent, 30 


S. Matth. 5. Wherein we are directed 
to pray for our Enemies, 


On have beard that it was ſaid, thou ſhalt love thy 
* netehbour , and hate thin: enemie. But I ſay to you, 
Love your enemies, do good to them that bate you; and pray 
for them that perſecute and abuſe you : that you may be the 
children of your Father which u in Heaven, who maketh his 
Sun to riſe upon 09d and bad,and raineth upon juſt and unjuſt. 
Foy if yore love them that love you,what reward ſhall you have? 


Aſpirations. 

God of all holy affe&ions , when ſhall I love 

all which thou foveſt, and have in borrour all 
that diſpleaſeth thy divine Majeſty : 1f I cannot 
loyein ſome perſon his defetts and tins, I will loye 
in him thine Image , and inthat will I acknowled 
thy mercies, If he be a piece of broken glaſs, in thar 
little piece there will ſhine ſome lines of a God» 
Creatour, and of a God-Redeemer. If thou haſt 
choſen him to exerciſe my patience , why ſhould I 
make him the obje& of my revenge , ſince he gives 
me trouble to gain me a Crown. He is a hammer 
to poliſh and make me bright , 1 will not hurt him, 
but reverence the arm that {trikes me. I reſignall 
vengeance into thy hands , ſince it is a Right refers. 
ved for thy Almighty power. And certainly , the 
beſt revenge I can take, is to gratifie my enemy, 
Give unto me (O moſt merciful Prince) the grace 
to ſuffer, and let the ſacrifice of my ſufferings mount 


Do not alſo the Publicans ths? And if you ſalute your bre- 40 upto thy propitiatory ] hrone, 


thren ancly, what do you more ? Daaot alſo the beathes this ? 

Be you perfe therefore, as alſo var heavenly Father is perſct. 
Moraluzes, 

\ Man that loves nothing but according to 

| his natural inclination , loves only like a 

beaſt or an infidel, The beſt fort of loveis that 

which is commanded by God, and is derived from 


jadgment, conducted by reaſon , and perieed by 


The Goſpel for the firſt Saturday in Lent, 
S Alatth, 6, 


Ot the Apoſtles danger at Sea, and relief by our 
SAVIOUR. 


A Nd when le had diſmtſſed thim, he went iato the moun- 
tain tn pray, and when it was late, the boat was in the 


Charity. Me thinks it ſhould be harder for a good 
Chriſtian to hate, then love his enemy. Hate makes 
him our equal, whereas love placeth us quite above 
him. By batins a mans enemy,le breaks the laws of 
God ; he fights again(i rhe Incarnation of Chriſt, 
which was acted to unite all things in the bands of 
love : he gives the lie to the molt bleſſed Euchariſt, 
whoſe nature is to make the hearts of all Chriſtians 
the ſame : he lives (like another Caixa in the world) 
always diſquieted by ſeeking revenge, anditisa 
very death to him to hear another mans proſperity, 
Whereas to love an enemy , doth aor bind us to 
love the injury hehathdone us, for we muſt not 
conſider him as a malefaRour., but as a man of our 
own nature, as he is the Image of God, and as he 
is a Chriſtian. God doth only command perfe&t 
things , notimpoſiible. That which is very hard to 
fleſh and blood , become caſte by the help of grace 
and reaſon. Our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, be- 
ins the Father of all harmony, can, and doth recon- 
cile all contrarieties at his will and pleaſure. juſt nothing without Gods favour : A little blait 
2. If revenge ſeem ſweet, the gaining of it is moſt of wind is worth more then an hundred ſtrokes of 
bitter : But there is nothing in the world more pro- 4g oars. What troubleſome buſineſſes there are : how 
firable,thenro pardonan enemy by imitation of eur © many intricate families do labour much , and yet 
Saviour, For 1t is thenthat our conſcience can aſ- advance nothing ,' becauſe God withgraws _— 
» rom 


midſt of the Sea, and bimfelſ alone on the land. And ſeeing 
them labouring in rowing (for the wind was againſt them) and 
about the fourik watch of the night, be cometh to them, walk- 
ing upos the Sea: and he would have paſſed by them. But 
tley [ſeeing h m walking upon the Seazthought it was a ghoſt, and 
cried ont, for all (aw him, and were troubled. Aud immedi- 
ately be talked with them; and ſaid to them, Have confe- 
dence, it is 1, fear yee not. And be went up tothem into the 
{hip, and the wind ceaſed; andthcy were far more aftonied 
withis themſeluis f + they underſtood nt conceriing the loaves, 
for their heart was blinded. 

Ard when they bad paſſed over, they came into the land of 
Geneſareth, and [ct tythe ſhare. And when th:y were gone out 
of the brat), incontinent they knew him, and running through 
that whole Corn!ry, they began to carry about in couches, thoſe 
that were ill at eaſe, where they beard he was. Ard whither- 
ſoever be ent red into townes, or into villages,or cities, they laid 
the ſich in the ſtrects, and beſought bim, that they might touch 
but the bem of his garment, and as many as touched him, were 


m.:de whole. 
HMoralines. 
I. WW Hat a painful thing it is to row , when e- 


ſas 1s not in the boat, all our travel is 


THE PENITENT; or, 


ſrom rheir iniquiries ,ifhe do not build, the work- #14 fourly nights, afterward he was hirgyy : Aud the Tomd- 


a Ald; ter approached, and ſaid to bim, If thou he the Son of God, 
man deſtroyes what he is building. But all falls our OD, that theſe ſtones be made bread : Who da 


right to thoſe, thar embark themſelves with 7eſws. 44 and ſaid, It is written, not in bread alone doth» man live, 
They may paſs to the Indies in a basket,when others but n every word that proceedeth from the mouth of God, 
ſhall maiſcarry in a good thip,well furniſhed. Then the Devil tock bim up iato the boly City, and ſet bim 
2. But how comes it about, that the ſhip of the = i rr s Ld mny ls - rk ues — 
: > : : , | , itten, Tha 
.." ; b.- NN? + any —_— —_ you po Angels >= ge of thee, and _—_ bands || al they 
old thee up, leſt perhaps thou knock thy foot againſt a b 
bexks, with fine linnen fails, and filken tackles, upon  7eſus ſaid 4 him —_- It is LE wt ſhalt not at the 
which the ſea ſeems to ſmile. Do the _ _ a ag” thy _ bad 6 Wa * 
their choller, only to vent it upon that ſhip whic gain the Devitto.t him up mto @ very bg! mountain, a 
carries juſt perſons? This is the courſe of mans life: of Us = wb fa — Lag: poor C7 hs - wo rg 
Thebrave and happy men of this world enjoy their gown thou wilt adore me. Then Jeſus ſaid to him, Avant Satan; 
wiſhes, but their ſhip doth periſh in the harbour,as for it is written, the Lord thy God (halt thou adore, and him 
it is ſporting , whereas God by his infinite provi® 9% ſhalt thou ſerve. . Tben the Devil l:ft bim, and behold 
dence, gives rempeſts to his ele&,that he may work Angels came, and minifired to him. 
a miraculous calm by his Almighty power. Dan- Abralities. 
gers are witneſſes of their floting,and Combatsare J ESUS ſuffered himſelf to be tempted (faith 
cauſes of their merit. Never think any man happy Saint A»g»ftine) to the end he might ſerve for 
in his wickedneſs, for he is juſt like a fiſh that playes 20 2 Mediatour, for an example, and for a remedy to 
with the bait, when the hook ſticks faſt in his hoe. work our victory over all temptations, We muſt 
We muſt wait and attend for help from Heaven pa- fight on his ſide : Our lifeis a continual warfare,and 
tiencly (without being rired) even till the fourth, Our dayes are Champions which enter into the liſts. 
which is the laſt watch of the night. All which pro- There 1s no greater temptation, then to have none 
ceeds from the hand of God,comes ever in fit time, ®* all , Sleeping water doth nouriſh poiſon. Motion 
and that man is a great gainer by his patient atten= 5 the worlds foul , fighting againſt temptations, is 
dance, who thereby gets nothing but perſeverance, the ſoul of virtues, and glory doth ſpring and bud 
3. They know ?eſ»s very ill, that take him fora Out of tribulations. Virtue hinders not temptation, 
Phantome or an illuſion, and cry out for fear of his but ſurmounts it, Jeſus faſted (faith the ordinary 
preſence, which ſhoutd make them moſt rezoyce : ſo 3© gloſs) that he might be tempted, and is tempted be- 
do thoſe ſouls which are little acquainted withGod, Cauſe he did faſt. He faſted forty days,and then was 


who liye in blindneſs, and make much of their own hungry ; he did cat with bis Diſciples. the ſpace of 
darkneſs. Let ws learn to diſcern God from the illu- forty days after his reſurrection, without any more 
Gon: of the world : The tempeſt ceaſeth when-he neceſſity of meat, then the Sun hath of the earth's 
doth approach; the quietneſs of our heart is a fure VAaPours : to make us thereby know, that it onely 
mark of his preſence, which fills the ſoul with ſplen- =2PPerrained to him, to teach that great ſecret how 
dour,and makes it a delicious garden. He makes all *0 Manage want and abundance, by which $. Pal 
=_ whereſoever he comes, and the ſteps wbich W# loritied. 


is feet leave,are the bounties of his heart, To rouch 2.The firſt yitory over a Temptation, is, to knows 
the Hem of his Garment, cures all that are ſick, 4 that which tempts us : Some temptations are gay 
to teach us, that the forms which coyer the bleſſed Ad ſmiling at their beginning, as thoſe of love and 
Sacrament, are the fringes of bis holy bumanity, pleaſure, which end in terrible and bitter ſtorms : 
which cures our ſins, Others are troubleſom and irkſom : Others doubt- 
Aſpiration, full and intricate : Others rapid and ſudden, which 


Lord, my ſoul is in night and darkneſs, and l ſcize upon their prey like an Eagle: Others are cloſe 

feel that thou art far from me. What billows of 924 catching, Theſe are the ſnares of Satan, who 
diſquier riſe within my heart; what idle thoughts fomes like a Bore, roars like a Lion,and hiſſeth like 
which have been too mach conſidered 2 Alas'(moſt © Serpent. We ſhould always have an eyeready,to 
redoubted Lord and Father of mercy) canſt thou mark from whence the Temptation comes, whither 
behold from firm lend this poor veſſel, which la- 59 '* tends, 'what is the root of it, what the courſe, 
bonrs ſo extreamly,being deprived of thy moſt ami- what the progreſs, and what power it may have 0- 
able preſence ? 1 row frongly, but can advance no- YET Our ſpirit, £ 
thing,except thou come into my ſoul. Come (O my 3. Solitude of heart, faſting, prayer, the word of 
adored Maſter ) walk upon this rempeſtnous Sea of God, are weapons of an excellent temper, which 
my heart; aſcend into this poor veſſel; ſay unto me, the word Incarnate teacheth us to uſe in this con- 
Take courage, It is 1. Be not conceited that I will ft Theſe thingy are to be uſed with diſcretion, 
take thee for an illuſion , for 1 know thee too well ÞY the counſel of a good dire&our, to whom a mfn 
by thy powers and bounties,to be ſo miſtaken. The muſt declare all his moſt ſecret thoughts, and bear a 
leaſt thought of my heart will quiet it ſelfto adore breaſt of chryſtal roward him, with a firm purpoſe 
thy ſteps. Thou ſhalt reign within me , thou ſhalt 6o to let him ſee all the inward motions of his heart. 
diſperſe my cares , thou ſhalt recover my decayed It is alſo good to note here, that our Lord would 
ſenſes ; thou ſhalt lighten my underſtanding ; thou _—_— be tempted in that Deſarr, which is be. 
ſbalr inflame my will ; thou ſhalt cure all my infir- "<< erxſalem and Fericho,where the Samaritane 
mities : And to conclude, thou onely ſhalt work in = (®<ntioned in the Parable)did pour wineand oyl in- 
me, ard I will be wholly thine. to the ſores of the poor wounded man ; to teach us, 


| that by his combat, he came ro We the wounds of 
The Goſpel forthe firſt Sunday in Lent, © A4am and ail his race,in the very place where they 


S. Matthew 4. were received. 
Of our SAVIOUR'S being tempted in the 4. Sinis killed by flying the occaſions of it. Ab. 
| Deſart. « ſence, reſiſtance, coldneſs, filence, labour,diverſion, 
s dk Jeſus was led of the Spirit into the Deſart , to be baye overcome many aſſaults of the enemy, Some- 
tempted of the Devil, and when be bad faſicd fou-twdsys LMeS aSpiders web is ſtrong enough to preſerve cha- 
tity, 


ENTERTAINMENTS for LENT. 


Rtity; and ar other times the thick walls of Semira- 


zz are no: ſufficient, God governs ali, and a good 
will ts concur with him, is a ſtrong aſſurance in all 
perils, and it will keep us untouch'd amid{t the 
flames of luſt, 

5. Since it imports us ſo much to fight valiantly , 
let ns bring the hearts of Lions. Where is our Chri- 
ſtianity, if wedo not give teſtimony of it to God, 
both by our fidelity and courage? How manyMar- 
tyrs have been roaſted and broiled , becauſe they 
would nor ſpeak one ill word 2 What honour can 
you cxpeR, by yielding at the firſt entrance, to a 
temptation ? Look not upon the violence ot it, but 
contemplate the Crown, which you ſhould gain by 
conquering it : think at your entrance how you 
will come off, and know for certain , that he who 
truly conſiders the conſequence of a wicked acti- 
on, will never begin it, 

6. Lent is the Spring-time for ſanGiked reloluti- 


ons, it mortifies the body, that the ſpirit may tri- 4 


umph, it is a time of grace which tends to ſalvation 
and mercy.It imports extremely to commend all to 
God at the beginning, ro ſanRihe this faſting,which 
is part of our devotion : we mult abſtain from fleſh 
and be content with one meal art ſeaſonable hours, 
without making over-large collations , except age, 
infirmiry,or weaknels, labour ,or necellicy ot other 
funRions, ſhall diſpence with our diet ; for thoſe 
who are unable to faſt, ſuffer more by their diſabi- 


band, Come ye bl: d of my F.ither, poſſeſs you 1h: 7 01:99 
prepared for you {rom tbe ſoundation of thewa od. F | 1 1145 4 
hungred, «nd you gave m2 toeat ; 1 ws athiift, :17 » 2: 


me to drink : I was a ſtranger and you treh megne it 4, 6.4 


you covered me : "ſick, aud youwiſiiud mt Iain (11 


and you came to me. Then fvall the pſt an fryrr him, [yi T, 
Lord, when did we [ce thee an bungred, aid ſe ther s a bi , 
and gave thee drink ? And when did we ſer thee a [lrantcr,ond 
took the 1? Ur naked, aid covered thee ? Or When di.. ws 
ſee thee ſich, or in priſon, audcane to thee ? Ard bo Ko g ne 
ſwering, ſhall (ay ts them, Amen I ſayto you, as lo g 4; yous 


to 4d :t ro one of theſe my leaſt breth cn, you did it to me. 


Thea ſhall be (ay to them alſo that ſhall be at his. leſt bn ', 
Get you away from me you curſed into fire evtrtaling, which 
was prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 
bungred, and jo gave menot teat: 1 was athiif, art 19 
gave me no: to diink: Twas a ſtranger, andy' tech nie nat 
an : naked, and you covered me not : ſich and in Priſons. and 
you td not viſit me. Then ibey al/s ſhall anfrrer bim, (ay "g, 
Lord, when did we (ce thee an bungred, or athis(t . o: o fran- 
ger, or u:hce, 0: (ich, or in priſon, and did #'t miniſter to thre ? 
Then ſhall he anſwer them, [ayirr, Amnl (ay t0 you, as lorg 
as you did it not (0 ene of the[” leſſer 


For 1 was a1 


, neither did you it 10 me, 


0 And theſe (all g1 into puniſhment everlaſli;g ; buitthe juſt, 


io life cotrlaſhiag. 
Atoralities, 

gy here a Goſpel of great tercour, where 

our ſpiriz, like the Dove of Vezah, is placed 
upon the great deluge of God's wraih, and knows 
not where io find 100{i0g. Everything 1s moſidread- 
fa! - But what can be moreterrible then the cer. 
tainty ofGod's judgment, joyned with the great un« 
certainty of the hour of our death? It is an unchan- 


lity, then others do by faſting. It is good to follow zo geable decree, that wemuſt all be preſented before 


the counſel of Athanaſius , who advyiſeth to cate 
[zte, and hictle,and at a table where there 1s but one 
ſorc of meat, We mult alſo tatt by abſtinence from 
vice. For to weaken our body , and yet nouriſh 
our naughty paſſions,is to falt as the devils do, who 
eat rothing, and yet devour the world by the rage 
of their nl. Sobriety is a ſtream which waters 
all virtues, Our ſoul and body are as the ſcales of 
a ballance , if you pull down the one, you raiſe up 


the high Tribunal of the living God, to render a 
juſt account of all which our foul hath done, whi! 
ic was joyned with our body, as we are taught by 
S. Paxl. We muſt make an account of our time 
ſpent, of our thoughts, words, a&ttons, of that we 
have done, and thar we have omitted, of life,death, 
and of the blood of Jeſus Chrift,and therenpon re- 
ceive a judgment ot everlaſting life, or death, All 
men know that this maſt certainly be done, but no 


the other: and if you tame your fleſh, it makes ,o man knows the hour or moment when it ſhall be. 


the ſpirit reign and govern. 
Aſpirations. 

Moſt merciful Lord, Father, and ProteRour of 

all my life, how great are the temptations and 
ſnares, whereun:o 1 am ſubjet , when I car,drink, 
ſl:ep,when I do buſineſs, when | am both in conver- 
ſation and ſolitnde 2 Whither ſhall this poor ſoul 
g0,which thou haſt rhrown into a bady (o frail, in 
a wo: 1d ſo corrupt, and amongſt the aſſaults of fo 


So many clocks {trike about us every day, and yet 
none can let us know the hour of our death, 

2, O bow great 1s che ſolicude of aſoulin her ſe- 
paration from fo many great enticements of the 
world (wherein tnany men hve) and inan inflanc 
to ſee nothing bur the good or ill we have done on 
either {ide us, what an aſtoniſhment will it be for a 
man ſuddenly to ſee all the ations of his life (as up- 
on a piece of Tapiltry) lpred before his eys ;, where 


many pernicious enemies ? Open,O Lord,thine Ys 5o-his (ns will appear like {o many thorns : {0 many 


for my guidarce,and compaſlionate my infirmities; 
without thee I can do nothing,and in thee I can do 
all chat I ought. Give me, O Lord, a piercing eye, 
to ſee my danger,and the wings ot an Eagle, to fly 
from it, or the heart of aLion, to hght valiantly, 
that T may never be wanting in my duty and fide- 
lity to thee. I ow all chat I am,or have,to thy graci- 
ous favour,and I will hope for my ſalvation,not by 
any proportion of my own virtues'which are weak 


ſerpents, ſo many venemous beats: Where wil then 
be that cozening vail of reputation, and reaſon of 
ſtate, which as yet cover ſo many wicked ations ? 
The foul fhall {in that day-of God} be ſhewed ra- 
ked to all rhe world,and her own eys will moſt vex 
ber,by witnelling ſo-plainly what ſhe hath done. 
3. O whata parting water is God's judgment, 
which in a moment ſhal ſeparate the mettal: ſo dif- 
ferent ? O what a diviton will then be wade of 


and {lender)but by the boundleſs libcralities, which 60 {ome men which now lhye upon earih > Come ſhall 


only do crown all our good works. 


The Goſpel upon Munday, the firlt weck , 


of Lent, out of Saint Matthew 25. 
Of the Judgment-Day. 


N4 when the Son cf man ſhall come in his Majeſly, and 
al the Anget* with h.m, then ſhall be ſit pou the ſeat 
of bis Majeſly. And all Nations ſhall be gathered toge: hey bo- 
fore bim, and he ſhall ſeparate them one from anathey, as the 


Paftour ſeparateth the ſheep from the goats : And [all ſet the 7O 


ſheep at bi right hand, but the goats at but: (t. 
Then ſha# the King ſay to th:m that ſhall be at his right 


4 


be made clear and þrighc like the ſtars of Heaven, 
and others like coals burning in Hell, O what a 
dreadtul change will ir be to adamned ſoul at her 
ſeparation from this life, to live only in the compa- 
ny ot Devils. in that piercing ſenſe of rorments and 
ecernal puniſkment ? It is a very troubleſom thing, 
to be ticd with ilken firings ina bed of Roſes, for 
the ſpice 0icight days togeiier, Woar may we 
think ot a Canined foul, which muſt dwell in a bed 
of flames, iv long as there ſhall be a God. 

4. Make uſe of rhe tive given you to work your 
ſalyation,and live ſuch a lite as may end with a hap- 


pY 


THE PENITENT- 


py death, and ſo obtain that favourable judgment, 
which ſhal ſay , Come, O thou ſoul bleſſed of God 
my Father , poſſeſs the kingdom which is prepared 
for thee from the beginning of the world, There is 
no better means to avoid «A rigour of Gods judg- 
ments , then to fear them pemqges * Imitate the 
tree ( mentioned in an Emblem ) which being de- 
ſigned to make a ſmp, and finding it ſelf wind. ſha- 
ken as it grew upon the land ſid, What will become 
of me in the ſea? If we bealready moved in this 
world, by the bare con{ideration of the puniſhment 
due to (in, think what it will be in that vaſt ſea, and 
dreadful Abyſs of Gods judgments. 
Aſpirations. 
King of dreaful Majefty,who doſt juſtly damn 
() and undeſervedly fave fouls, fave me, O 
Fountain of Mercie. Remember thy ſelf (ſweet Je- 
ſus) that 1 was the cauſe of that great journie which 
thou tookeſt from God to man; and do not de- 
ſtroy me in that dreadiul day , which mult decide 
the Queſtion of my life or death for all eternitie. 
Take care of my laſt end, ſince thou art the cauſe of 
my beginning , and the onlie cauſe of all that I am. 
O Father of bounties , wouldeſt thou ſtop a mouth 
which deſires fo carnelllie to praiſe and confeſs thee 
everlaſtinglie ? Alas (O eternal Sweetneſs) would- 
eft thou damn a ſoul which hath coſt thee ſo much 
ſweat and blood , giving it for ever to thoſe cruel 
and accurſed powers of darkneſs ? Rather,O Lord, 


Cr , 
the Faſlours are without virtue, ihe want of reve. 
rence in Churches, begerts the covre mpr of Ged, 
they cannot bave Jeſus in their hearts , when they 
give bim affronts even in his own Temple. | 

2. His houſe ( ſaith he) is a houſe ot Prajer, byr 
your heart ſhould be the SanRuaries, and-your lips 
the door, So lorg as you are without the exerciſt of 
Praier, you ſhal be like a Bee without a ſtirg, which 
can make neither honie nor wax, Prater is the chict- 


1oeſt and moſt effetual means of that Angelical con- 


verſation, to which God calls us by the merits of his 
paſſion , and by the effes of his triumphant reſur- 
reQion, It is the ſacred buſineſs which man hath with . 
God, and (to {peak with, $. Gregory Naztiantzen) 1t 
is the art, to make our ſouls divine. Before all 
things you mult put into an order, the number, the 
time,the place, the manner of your praters, and be 
ſure that you pay unto God this tribute , with re- 
{peR, fervour,and perſeverance, But if you defire to 


20 make a verie good praier , learn betimes to make a 


praier of all your lite, incenſe hath no ſmell without 
tire, and praier is of no force without charitie, A 
man muſt converſe innocentlie and purelie with 
men, that deſire to treat worthily with God, 

2. Keep your perſon and your houſe clean from 
ill managing all holy things, and from thoſe irreye- 
rences, which are ſometimes committed in Church- 
es. It is a happie thing for a man to be ignorant of 
the trade of buyins and ſelling benefices,and to have 


pierce my heart with ſuch a fear of thy judgment, 30 no intercourſe with the tribunals of iniquitie.Manie 


that I may always dread , and never feel them. If] 
forget, awake my memorie, if Iflie from thee, re- 
eal me again : If I defer my amendment, ſlay for 
me; If Ireturn, do not deſpiſe my foul, but open 
thoſe arms of mercie, which thou didſt ſpread upon 
the Croſs,with ſuch r;gorous juſtice againſt thy {elf 
for ſatisf2Rion of my fin 


The Goſpel upon Tueſday, the firſt week 


in Lent, out of Saint Matthew 21. 


Jt$us drove the Buyers and Sellets out 
ot the Temple. 


AX when he was entred Jeruſalem, the whale City was 
moved, ſaying, who is tha? And the prople ſaid, This s 
Jeſus the Prophet, of Naxartih in Galilee. And Jeſus eatred 
intothe Temple of God, and caſt out all that ſold and bought 
in the Temple, and the tables of the bankers, and the chairs of 
them that ſold Pigeons be overthrew : andhe ſat hte them, 1t 
u written, My houſe ſhall be called th? houſe of prayer, but you 


other ſins are written in ſand, and blown away with 
2 ſmall breath of Gods mercie , But the faults of ſo 
great impietie, are carved upon a corner of the Al- 
tar, with a graver of fteel, or with a diamord point, 
as the Prophet ſaith, He deſerves to be made eter- 
nallie cu}pable , who dries up the fountain , which 
ſhould wafce bimſelt, or poiſons the ſtream, which 
he binifelf muſt drink, or contaminates the Sacra- 
ments, which are given him to purifie his ſoul. 
Aſpirations. 
Pirit of God, which by reaſon of thy eminent 
heighr, canft pray to no body, and yet by thy 
divine wiſdom , makelt all the world pray to thee , 
Give me the gitt of praier , ſince it is the mother of 
wiſdom , the ſeal of virginitie , the ſanQuarie for 
our evils, and fountain ot all our goods, Grant that 
I may adore thee in Epirit with reverence , ſtedfaſt- 
neſs, and perſeverance * and if it be thy divine plea- 
ſure that I pray unto thee as 1 ought , inſpire into 


have made it a den of thietes. And there came to bim the FO me (by thy virtue) fuch praicrs as thou wilt hear by 


blinde and the lame #n the Temple : aud be bealed them, And 
the chief Prieſts and Scribes ſeeing the marvcllons things that 
be did, aad the children c:ying in the Temple, and ſaying, Ho- 
ſaana to the Son of David : they bad indignation, and ſaid to 
him, Heareft th1u what theſe ſay? Aad Jeſus ſaid to them, 
Very well, have you never read,that out of the mouthes of in= 
fants and ſuckings thou haſt perfifted praife ? And leaving 
them, be went ſorth out of the Cty into Bethania, and icmazn- 
ed there. 


Morales. 

by Eſusentrivg ih Jersſalem , went ſtre1ght to the 

Temple, as a good Son goes to his Fathers 
houſe , as a High-Prielt to the Sanctuary , and as a 
ſacrifice to the Altar, He doth verie livelie intereſt 
himſelf in the goods of bis Heavenlie Father , and 
chaſeth out every prophane thing out of that ſacred 
place, to give thereby glorie te the living Cod, and 
to put all things in order, It is a wicked ſtainto 
Religion, when Eccleſiaſtical perſors are vic.ous;ard 
when Churches are prophaned. Saint 7h» Chr y/0- 
ſom ſaith, That Prieſts are the heart of the Church, 
but when they are wicked, they turn all into fin. A 
decaying tree hath alwaies ſome ill qualitie about 
the root; ſy when any people are withuur diſcipline, 


6O , 


thy bountie. 


The Goſpel tor Wedneſday the firſt week 
of Lent, Saint Matthew 12. 


The Phariſees demand a Signof ] rsus. 


ÞF Hen anſweredi'm certain of the Sciibes and Phariſees, 
ſaying, Maſter, we would ſee a ſign fromibee, who an- 
we-ed, and ſaid to th:m. 

The wicked and adulterons generation ſeeh:tha en: and 
ſign (hall not be given it, but the (en of Jonas the Prophet : 
F.r as Jonas was in the tthales billy three days, and three 
nights : (ſo fþil the ſun of man be ia 1he heart of the earth three 


days and three nights. Te mea of Nineveh fhall riſe in the 
14dgment with this generation, and ſhall condemn it, becauſe 
they did penance at the preaching of .Jonas , and behold more 
thea [onas heie, The Ducen of the ſouth ſhallriſe inthe jog + 
meat with this generations and (hall cordewn it; betauſe ſue 
come from the eels f the earth to ear the wiſdom f Solomon, 
ad beha!d more thea Solomen be. And when an wncleas (pe 
Yi! (hall go ent of a man, be watheth through drie places, ſech- 
7g reſt and findeth azt, Then he ſatth, 1 will rerun imio my 


o vorſe whence I came out. And coming, be findeth; it vacant, 
ſwept with beſoms, and trimmed, then gocth bes and takerh 


with him ſevcn other ſpirits, more withed then bimſc/f, 
and they enter in, and dve!i ibere; and the laſt if that man be 
nude 


ENTERTAINMENTS for LENT. 


ration. 

As he ws yet ſpeaking to the multitu4es, behold bis mother 
and bjs bre:hren ſtood without, ſerking to ſpeak to bim, and ont 
ſaid to bim, Behold thy mother and thy breth'en ſtan{ wi hout 
ſeeking thie, But he an _ him (ht toll bimy ſaid, who 
is my mother, and win ae my bethrin? 414 ſtretching forth 
but hand uyoz ba Diſciples, be ſaid, Bcho!d my mother and my 
brethren : for wh1ſoever ſhall do the will of my Father that is 
in Heaven, h: is my brother, ſite: an 1 mother, 

Moralities, 

T is 4 very ill gn, when we deſire ſigns to make 
[| us believe in God. The ſign; which we demand 
to fortifie our faith, are ofc-times marks of our in- 
fideliry. There is not a more dangerous plague in 
the events of worldly affiirs, then to deal with the 
Devil , or to caſt Nativities. All theſe things fl 
men with more faults then knowledge, For divine 
Oracles have more need to be reverenced, then in- 
terpreted. He that w.ll find God, muſt ſeek him 
with ſimplicity, and profeſs him with piety. 

2. Some require aſign,and yet between Heaven ?9 
and earth, all 1s full of ſigns. How many creatures 
ſoever they are, they are all ſteps and charaQers of 
theDivinicy.W hat a happy thing it is to ſtudy what 
God is, by the volume of time, and by that great 
book of the world. There is not ſo ſmall a flower of 
the Meadows, not ſo little a creature upon earth, 
which doth not tell ns ſome news of him.He ſpeaks 
in our cars by all creatures, which are ſo many Or- 
g1n-pipes to conveyhis ſpirit and voice to us.But he 
hath no ſign ſo great as the Word Incarnate, which 39 
carries all the types of his glory and power, Abour 
him only ſhould be all our curiolity,our knowleds, 
our admiration, and our love , becauſe in him we 
can be ſure to find all our repoſe and conſolation, 

3.Are we not very miſerable,ſfince we know not 
our own good, but by the loſs of it, which makes us 
eſteem fo lirrl? of thoſe things we have inour 
hands? The Ninivites did hear old 7exas the Pro- 
phet. The Queen of Sheba came from far to hear 
the wiſdom of Solomon. Jeſus ſpeaks to us uſually 40 
from the Pulpits, from the Altars : in our conyer- 
ſations, in our affairs ard recreations ; and yet we 
do not ſufficiencly eſteem his words nor inſpirati- 
ons. A ſurfeited ſpirit miſtikes honey,and is diſtaſt- 
ed with Manna, raving afcer the ro:ten pots of E- 
Fypt. But it is the laſt and worſt of all ills, to deſpiſe 
our own good. Too much confidence is mother of 
an approaching danger : a man muſt keey himſelf 
from relapſcs, which are worſe then fins, Wii 
the greatelt evils of the world , he that loy 
g2r,ſhall periſh in.ic. The firſt ſin brings with it one 
Devil bur the ſecond brings ſeven. There are ſome 
who vomit up their ſins, 4s the Sea dotb cockles, to 
ſwallow them again, Their life is nothing bur an 
ebbing and flowing of ſins, and their molt innocent 
retreais, area diſpoſition to iniquity. For as boiled 
water doth ſooneſt freeze, becauſe the cold works 
vpon it with the greater force : fo thoſe little fer- 
vours of Devotion, which an unfaichful ſ.ul feels in 
confeſſions, and receiving, ( if it be not reſolute 
quite roforfake wickedneſs) ſerve for nothing elſe 
but to provoke the wicked ſpirit, to make a new 
impreſſion upon her. It is then we have moſt rea- 
ſon to fear God's juſtice, when we deſpiſe his mer. 
cy. We become nearelt of kin tohim , when his 
Ordinances are followed by our manners, and our 
life by his precepts. 

AFÞirations. 
Word Incarnate , the great fign of thy hea- 


| 
p = worſe thn ihe firſt. So (hull it be alſo to this wicked 
£ 


— 
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nour: All that 1 ſee, alll underſtand, all that I 
feel, is nothing to me, if it do not carry thy name, 
and take colour from thy beauties, ror be animated 
by thy Spizi:t. Thy converſation hath no trouble, 
and thy preſence no diftaſt. O let me never loſe by 
my negligence, what i poſſeſs by " bounty. Keep 


me fromrelapſes, keep me from the ſecond gult, 


and ſecond kell of fin, He is too blind, that profits 
nothing by experierce of his own wickedneſs, and 


to by a full knowledge of thy bounties, 


The Goſpel for Thurſday, the firſt week 
in Lent, out of Saint Matthew 5. 


Of the woman of Cana, 


A! Jeſus went ſorih from thence, and veti-cd in'o the 
quariers of Tyre and Sidon, And bebold a woman of 
Canaan came forth out of theſe coaſts, and evying ont; 
ſayd to h m, Have me cy nupon me, O Lord, the Son of Da. 
vid, my Daughter #s ſore vexed of a Devil, who enſw..ed bet 
not a word, Aad bu Diſciples came and beſevgit bim, (aying, 
Diſmiſs ber,beeauſe ſh? critth out after us ; And be anſwering, 
ſeid; 1 was not ſent but to the ſheep tht aye loſt of the houſe 
of Iſrael. But ſhe came and adored b 'n, ſaying, Lo:d bl» me, 
who anſwering, (tid: It is not good to take the bread from Chit. 

d en, and to caſt it tothe dogs: but ſhe ſaid, Yea Lord, ſor 
th! does alſ» eat if ih? crams that f all from the tables if therr 

maſters. Then Jeſus anſwering, ſaid !oher, 0 woman, great is 

thy faith, be it done to thee as thou wilt : andher daug!tcr 

was mide whole fron that buy. 


| Moralutes. 
T. ()= Saviour 7eſw Chriſt, after his great and 

wondrous deſcent from heaven to earth , 
from being infiniteto be finite , from beirg God to 
be man, uſed many ſeveral means for falyation of 
the world, And behold entring upon the frontiers 
of Tyre and Sidon, he was pleaſed to conceal him. 
ſelf, Bur itis very hard to avoid the curioſity of a 
woman, who ſecking his prefence, was thereby cer- 
tain to find the full point of her felicity. A very 
ſmall beam of illumination refleRing upon her,car- 
ried her out ofher Country , and a little ſpark of 
light brought her to find out the clear ftreams of 
truth, We muſt not be tired with ſeeking God, and 
when we have found him , his preſence ſhould noc 
diminiſh, but encreaſe our delire to keep him Mill. 
We are to make entrance into our happineſs, by 
raking faſt hold ofthe firſt means offered for our 
ſalvation; and we muſt not refuſe or loſe a good 
fortune which knocks at our door, 

2. Great is the power of a woman , when ſhe 
applies her ſelf ro vircue ; bebold at one inflant, 
how one of that Sex aſſails God and the Devil, pre- 
vailing with the one by ſubmiſſion, and conquering 
the other by command, And he which gave the 
wild Sea, arfns to contain all the world , finds his 
own arms tied bythe chains of a prayer, which h:m- 
ſelf did inſpire. She draws unto her ( by 'a pious 
violence) the God of all ſtrength, ſuch was the fer. 
vency of her prayer, ſuch the wifdom of her an- 
ſwers, and ſuch the faith of her words. As he paſ- 
ſed away without ſpeaking,ſhe hath the boldneſs to 
call him to her : whileſt he is lent, ſhe prays, when 
he excuſerh himſelf, ſhe adores him , when he refu- 
ſeth her fuir, ſhe draws him to her. To be ſhori,ſhe 
iS {tronger then the Patriarch Zaceb, for when he 
did wraltle with the Angel, he returned lame from 
the conflict : but this woman, after ſhe had been ſo 
powerful with God, returns ftrait to her houſe, 
there to ſee her victories, and poſicls ber conqueſts. 

3: Mark with what weapons ſhe over-c:me the 
Sreateſt of all onquerours.C liarity drew ker from” 


venly Father, who carrieſt all the marks of 70 home to ſeek health for her d .vgh e-, becauſe like 


his glory, and all the charaQters of his powers. It 
is thou alone whom I ſeck,, whom | eſteem and ho- 


| þ 


a $00C mo: her ſhe loved her no: with a luxurious 
love, bur in her aMiction,feeling all her dulou 's, by 
Q q q thei: 
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theic paſſionate refleQion upon her beart,Herfaith 
was planted upon fo firma rock , that amongſt all 
the appearances of deſpair, her hope remained cor- 
anc, Humility did effect, that the name of Dog was 
even her for a title of glory , ſhe making prof of 
njurics ; and converting into honour the greateſt 
contempt of her perſon, Her words were low and 
humble , but her faith was wondrous high , ſince 
in a moment ſhe chaſed away the devil, layed her 


THE PENITENT; Or, 


our fortunes, $0 not fo faſt as our deſires, Put Jo- 
[us , who is the great Angel of Counſel, is alwaics 
ready to cure our maladies , to ſupport our weak» 
neſs, and make perie& our virtues. We need only 
ro follow his motions and inſpirations, to meet with 
everlaſting reſt, It is a lamentable thing, that ſome 
can patiently expe& the barren favours of men 
twenty or thirty years together , and yet will nor 
continue three dates in praier to ſ{cek the incRima- 


daughter , and changed the ward Dog , into the 10 ble graces of God. 


name ol a Sheep of Chrifts flock, as Sedvlizs writes. 
Perſeverance was the laſt of her virtues in the Com- 
bat , but it was the firſt which gained her Crown, 
If you will imitate her in theſe toar virtnes , Love, 
Faith , Humility , and Perſeverance : they are the 
principil materials of which the body of your per- 
te&ion mult be compounded. 


Aſpirations. 

(0) Zeſms Chriſt, Son of David, I remember well 

the devil from S$au/, And wilt not thou who art 

the Father of all bleſſed harmonies, drive away 
from me lo =_ little ſpirits, of AﬀeRtions, of Ap- 
petites and Paſſions, which trouble and diſcompoſe 
my heart?This poor ſoul, which is the breath of thy 
month,& daughter of thine infinite bounties, is (like 
the Sun under a cloud ) poſſeſſed with many wicked 
ſpirits, but it hath none worſe then that of ſelf love, 
Look upon me (O Lord) with thine cies of mercy, 


and ſend me not away with filenee, fince thou art the 30 


Word. Rather cal me Dog, fo that I may be ſuffered 
to gather up the crums which fall from thy table : 
Whatſoever proceeds from thy mouth is ſacred, ard 
muſt be taken by me as a relique, Ifthou fay 1 ſhal 
obtain my deſire, 1 fay I wilhave no other then 
what thou infpireſt , and I can becontented with 
nothing , but what ſhal be thy bleſſed will and 
pleaſure. 


2, The firſt ſtep we mult 'make toward our ſalya- 
tion, is todelire it, That man is worthy to be eter. 
nally ſick, who fears nothing elſe but the lofs of his 
bodily health. Men generally do all whar they can 
poſlibly , to cure their corporal.intirmities , they 
abide a thouſand vexations ( which are but too cer- 
tain) to recover a health; which is moſt uncertain. 
And as for the paſſions of the mind ; ſome lovetthe 
Feavers of their own love, and their worldly ambi- 


that thy foretather did by hisHarp chaſe away 20 tion above their own life, They ſuck the head of a 


venomous aſpick, and are killed by the tongue of a 
viper. They will not part with that which kills 
them; and if you take trom them the worm which 
makes themitch, or the executioner who dork in- 
deed torment them, they believe you takeaway the 
chiefeſt of their felicity. Happy is thar ſoul whieh 
holds nothing ſodear in this world, but will forfake 
itwillingly to find God, and will ſpare nothing, to 
gain Paradiſe. 

3. There is nothing more common, nor ſo rare as 
man. The world is full of vicious and unprofitable 
men. But to find one very compleat in all good 
things, is to find a dire& Phoenix. There are more 
bufineſſes without men,then men without buſineſſes. 
For how many charitable emploiments might many 
lazy ard idle perfors find out ? £0 many poor mens 
affairs continue at a ſtand : ſo many miſerable crea- 
tures languiſh:ſo many deſolate perſons longs to find 
ſome man,who (with little trouble ro himſeſt)would 


The Goſpel upon Friday, the firlt weck 40 take ſome ſmall care of their affairs , and make up 


in Lent, Saint Fohn x. 
O: the Probatick Pond. 


Frey th ſe things, there was a feſtival day rf the Jews, and 
4 A Jeſus went ug to Jeruſalem: and there w at Jeruſalem 
102 Probatica, a Pond, which in Hebrew 15 nated Bethſaida, 
having frue porches, Intheſe laya great multitude of ſich 
priſons, of biizd, lame, withered, expecting the (lirring of 
the water. 

And an Arg of onr Lord deſcended at a certarn time into 
tz Pond; and the water was flirred. And be that had gone 
down firſt into the Pond, oficr the ſtarriag of the water, was 
made whga'e, of wha'ſ.ever infirmity le was holden, And thrre 
was a certain man there, that bad been cigit and thirty years 
in lis infrmity. Him, when eſus bad ſecn lying, and knew 
tht lehad now a long time, be [atith to him, 377! 1 ou be made 
w1i0le ? Toe ſick mai anſwered him, Lord, Inave no man, 
when the water # troubled, to put m? into the Poud ©: for whiles 
I come, another goeth dow: before me. Jclus ſaith to him, 
Ariſe, the up thy bed, and walh. And forthwith he was made 
whole : and he tock up his bed, and walked. And it was the 
Sabbath that day. The Jews therefore ſaid to bim thit was 


healed, it is the Sabbath, thou mayeſt 20! take up ly bed. He gy 


anſw.id them, He that made mr whole, he ſaid to me, tak” up 
thy bed, aud with, They ashed bim the efore, hat is that mai 
that ſaid to thee, Take uptly bed, and walk 2 But he that 
was mad: whole, knew not who it was. For eſus ſhrunk a- 
fide from the multitiide ſlandizg in the place, Afterward 
Jeſus fdeth bim 72 the Temple, and ſaid tohim. P-:i.old thou 
art male whole, finno mere, leſt ſome worſe thin” chance to 
the'. That men went bis way, and told the Jews that #1 was 
Jeſus that made him whole. 


Morales. 
"A 


LL the world is but one great Hoſpital 


ſome little piece of their fortunes. eſs is the man 

of God dciired of all Ages , to him we muſt apply 

our ſelves, ſince he is both life and truth, By him we 

may come to all bappineſs , by himwe may live in 

the fountains and ſtreams of life, and in him we may 
contemplate the chiefeſt of all truths, 

Aſpirations. 
Hart patience have I in committing ſins, and 
how impatient am 1 in my ſufferings for 


5o them? 1] amever moſt ready to execute vice, ard 


unwilling to abide the puniſhment. O good God, 
there are many years in which I have retgined an 
inclination to this diſorder, tothat ſin, My ſoul is 
bound, asit were, with iro chains in this unhappy 
bed : will there be no Angel to move the water tor 
me ? But art not thou the Lord and Prince of An- 
gels ? Then I muſt humbly beſeech thee ( O bleſſed 
Saviour) do thou command , and by thy only word 
my affairs will go well,and receive a happy diſpatch, 
my body will become ſound, my ſoul innocent, my 
heart at reſt, and my life an eternal glory, 


The Goſpel upon Saturday the firſt week 
in Lent, and the Sunday following, out 
of Saint Matthew 1 7. 


O: the Transfignration of cur Lord. 


N4 aftey ſix days, Jeſus taherh nyto him Peter and ames, 
and John bis brother, and bringeth them into a bib 
mountain apart : and he was transFeured before them, And 


wherein ſo many perſons languiſh , expe- apar! 

bis freedid ſhine asthr (un ant his garments beceme white 
as ſnow. And behold there avpeared to them, Moſes and E- 
lias talking rt) 'im. Ard Peter anſwering, [aid to Jeſus, 
; Loid 


* Arg the moving of the water,and the time of their 
good fo:tune, The Angels of earth which govern 


ENTERTAINMENTS for LENT. 


Lord, it is good for #s tobe here, if thou wilt, let us make bere 
three Tabernacles, one fur thee, one for Moſes, and one for Eli- 
as. A11as he was yet ſpeaking, bebold a bright cloud over- 
ſhadowed them. And lo, a voice out of the cloud, ſaying, This 
* my w2:ll-belaved Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed, hear ye bim, 
And the Diſciples bearing it, fell upon their fate, and were 
ſore afraid, And Jeſus came and touched them: and he ſaid 
to them, A-iſc, and fear not. And i)cy tiſting up their eys, ſaw 
no body but oncly Jeſus. And as they deſcended from the 
Mount, Jeſus commanded them, ſaying, Tell the viſion to no 
body, t:# the Son of man be 1iſen from the dead. 
Moralities, 
1." He words of che Prophet9/ee are accompliſh- 
T cate nets and toils planted upon mountT 4» 
ber, not to catch birds, but hearts. The mountain 
which before was a den for Tigers and Panthers(ac- 
cording to the ſtory ) is now beautified by our Savi- 
our, and becomes a place full of ſweetneſs and ra- 
viſhments. 7e/zs appears transfigured in the high 
robes of his glory. The cloud made him a pavillion 
of gold and the Snn made his face ſhine like it ſelf. 


| _ 
of our Lord, and walking upon carth like men in 
Heaven. Then will the Sun make us have ſhining 
faces, when purity ſhall :ccompany all our a&i- 
ons and intentions. Our cloaths ſhall be as white 
as ſnow, when we ſhall once become innocent in 
our converſations, we ſhall then be raviſhed like 
the Apoſtles, and after we have been at Mount 
T aboy, we ſhall be blind to the reſt of the world, 
and fee nothing but Jeſs: It is moreover to be 


TOnoted, that our Saviour did at that time enter- 


tain himſclf with diſcourſe of his great future ſuf. 
ferings, and of his death 3 to teach vs, that his 
Crols was the ſtep by which he mounted up to bea- 
tirude, 
Aſpirations. 

Bleſſed Palace ! O magnificent Tabey ! which 

this day didſt hold upon thee the Prince of glo- 
ry ; 1 love and admire thee, but 1 admire ſotnewhat 
elſe above thee : It is the Heavenly Jeruſalem, that 


The heavenly Father doth acknowledge his Son as 20 triumphant compary, that face of Cod, where all 


a true Prince of glory , Moſes and Elias both ap- 
pear in brightneſs,the one bearing the Tables of the 
Law,and the other carried in a burning Chariot (as 
Origen ſaith) which made the Apoſtles know him. 
For the Hebrews had certain figures of the moſt fa. 
mous men of their Nation in Books, They both (as 
S. Luke faith) were ſeen in glory and majeſty,which 
fell upon them by refleion of the beams which 
came trom the body of 7e/::s, who is the true foun- 


tain of brightneſs, The Apoſtles loſe themſelves in 30 ſacred mountain. 


the deliciouſneſs of chis great ſpeRacle , and by ſee- 
ing more then they ever did, deſired to loſe their 
eyes. O that the world is mott contemptible to him, 
that knows how to value God as he ought, So many 
fine powders, ſo many pendents and favours of glaſs; 
ſo manyTowers and Columns of dirt plaiſtred over 
wiih gold, are followed by a million of Idolaters. 
To conclude, ſo many worldly jewels are like the 
empty imaginations of a fick ſpirit, not enlightned 


by the beams of truth, Ler us rely upon the word 40 


(faith S. Augaſtine) which remains for ever, while 
men paſle like the water ofa fountain, which hides 
it ſelf in che Spring, ſhews ic ſelf in the (tream, and 
loſeth it ſelf at laſt inthe Sea. But God is always 
himſelf, there needs no Tabernacle made by the 
bands of man,rto remain with bim , for in Paradiſe, 
he is both the God and the Temple, 

2. Tabor is yet but a ſmall pattern, we muſt get 
all the piece ; we mult_g0 to the Palace of Angels 


'and brightneſs, where the Tabernacles are not made 50; 


by the hands of men. There we ſhall ſe the face of 
the living God clearly and at full : There the beau- 

ties ſhall have no rails ro hide them from us : Our 
Being ſhall naue no end : Our knowledges will not 

be ſubje& to errour, nor our loves and affections to 

diſpleaſure. O what a joy will it be to enjoy all, and 

delire nothing ; to be a Magiſtrate without a ſucceſ- 

four,to be aKing withour an enzmy,to be rich with- 
out covetouſnels, to negotiate without mony, and 
to be ever living without fear of death. 

3. But who can ger upto this mountain, except he 
of whom the Prophet ſpeaks? who hath innocent 
hands and a clean heart, who hath nor received his 
ſoul of God in vain, to bury it in worldly pelf. To 
follow 7eſ7:5, we mult transform our felves into 
him, by hearing and following his do@rine, ſince 
God the Father propoſeth him for the Teacher of 
mankind, and commands us to hearken unto him. 
We muſt follow his examples, ſince thofe are the 
Originals of all Virtues. The beſt trade we can pra- 
iſe in this world, is that of transfiguration : and 
we may do it by reducing our form to the form 


ſhall dic 11 your ſer Fs. 
ſhall die in your ſus. 


thoſe beauties are, which ſtall never ceaſe to be 
beauties. Irs for that 1 live, for that I die, for that 
I larguiſh with a holy impatience. O my Jeſus, 
my molt benign Lord,transform me then into thee, 
that I may thereby be trans'ormed into God, If I 
bave carried the earthly Image of Adam, why 
ſhould I not alſocarry the form of 7:44? Catch 
me, O Lord, within thoſe tiſſued nets, ard g:21den 
toils of brightneſs, which thou did(t plant upon this 
It is there I would leave mine 
eyes, itis there reſolve to breath our my ſoul. _I 
ask no Tabernacles to be there built for me; 1 bave 
long Encecontemplated thy heart, (O Father of 
eſſences and all bounties) as the mol faithful! abode 
of my eternity. 


The Goſpel upon Munday, the ſecond 
week in Lent, Saint Fohn 8. 


Jeſus ſaid to the Jews, where I go,ye 
cannot come, 


Gain therefore Jeſus ſaid tothem, 1 82. ard you ſhall ſeck 
me, aad jhall die ia your fin, Vhuber 1 vo you cannot 
come. The Jews theref1'e ſaid, 1: by, will be kill 1/mclf, be- 
caiiſe be ſait!), whither I go, you cannot come ? And be (aid ta 
them, Tow are from beneath, I am from above ; you ae of ih 
wirld, 1 am 01 of tha world. Therifore I fry fo ves Trat y th 
F:; of you believe not that 8 ambe, ye 
They ſaid thereſore to him, 115-0 art 
thou ? elus ſaid to them, Toe Regriantng, who aiſo ſpeak ty 
you ; M-ny things Thave to ſpeck and judg of yous but he 
't ſent me,us tries aud what Thave beard of bim, theſe 
thizgs I ſpeak 772 the warid. Anil :! ey knew not that le ſaid 
to them, that his Father was God, Jeſus therifore (aid 10 
thom, hen you ſhall haue exalicd the Sor of man, tht yors 
ſhall know» that 1 am be, and of my {elf 1d» notb.ng, but as the 
Father bath tau2't me, theſe thing: 1 ſpeak + and be that ſer:l 
me, 11 with me ; and h* h 1th not left me aloac,vecauſe the thines 
that pleaſe bim, I do alwiyes. 
Aforalities, 
I. Ve of the greatelt misfortunes of our life, is, 


chat we never ſufficiently know our own 


6c £00d, till we loſe ir. We flie from rhat we ſhould 


ſeek : we ſeek that we ſhould avoid, and never be- 
vin to bewail our loſſes, but when they are nor ro 

e recovered. Thoſe Jews poſleffed an ineſtimable 
treaſure, by the preſence and converſation of the 
Son of God. But they fer light by ir, and ſoar laſt 
they lamented amongit eternal flames, what they 
would nor ſes in ſo clear a light. Let us take heed of 
deſpiſing holy things, and avoid hardneſs of heart, 
which is a gult of unavoicable miſchiefs. 

2. Itisaftrarge thing that God is ſo near us, and 
yet we ſo far from him.That which hinders us from 
tindins him is, becauſe-he is above, and we below, 


Qqq 2 We 


a5t 
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We are too much for the world , too faſt nailed to 
the earth, too much bound to our ſuperfluous bu= 
fineſſes and cares of this life : and too much ſubje&t 
to our own appetites, He mult not beſlave to his 
body, that pretends to receive good from God,who 
is a Spirit. He muſt not embarque himſelf deeply 
into worldly matters, who delires the ſociety of 
Angels. He muſt pals from his ſenſe to his reaſon, 
from reaſon to grace, from grace to glory, If you 


ſelf ſhall be bumbled : and be that bumbletb k;m/elf ſhall be 


exalted. 
Moral ities, 


y + is a very dangerous errour, to think that our 
Saviourin this Goſpel, had a purpoſe to intro- 
duce an Anarchy, and to make all men'equal. He 
ſheweth in many places, tharhe would have Kings, 
Princes, Magiſtrates, Fathers, and Docours,  Buc 
he would not have men to come to. honours by a 


deſire to find God, ſearch for him as the three 10 vain ambition, nor others to honour them, bnt only 


Kings did in the Manger, in his humility. Look for 
him as the bleſſed Virgin did, inthe Temple, in his 
piety: Seek him as the Afaries did,in his Sepulchre, 
by x meditation of death : but ſtay not there, ſave 
only to make a paſſage to life. 

2. When you bave lifred me up to the Croſs, 
{ faith our Saviour ) you ſhall know that Iam the 
true Son of God. And indeed it is a great wonder, 
thar the infinite power of that Divinity, would ma- 


as they have dependency upon the power of God 
Almighty, Let every ſoul (faith the Apoſtle) be 
ſubje& to higher Powers, ſor there is no power, 
but it cometh from God. He gives us Superiours, 
not for us to judge, but to obzy them. If a man can- 
not approve their manners, he muſt at leaſt reve. 
rence the charaQer of their authority.They ſhould 
be good Chriſtians for themſelves, but they are $u- 
periours for us. He that reſiſteth their power,doth 


nifeſt it ſelf in the infirmity of the Croſs. It was 20 reſiſt God, who ordained them. And all the great 


only for God to perform this great deſign, and af{- 


cend up to his throne of glory, by the baſeſt diſgra» * 


ces of the world. The good thief ſaw no othergp- 
tle or ſign of his Kingdom, but only his body cove. 
red over with blood , and opprefled with dolours, 
He learned by that book of the Croſs,all the glory 
of Paradiſe : and he apprehended that none bur 
God could endure with ſuch patience, ſo great tor- 
ments. If you will be children of God, you muſt 


evils happening by hereſies and rebellions, proceed 
from no other fountain, bur from contempt of pow- 
ers eſtabliſhed by the decree of heaven. A man may 
pretend zeal , but there is no better ſacrifice then 
that of obedience. If great perſons abuſe rheir ofi- 
ces, God will find it our , and as their dignities are 
great, ſo their puniſhment ſhall be anſwerable. 
2.One of the greateſt diſorders of this life is,that 
we go for the moſt part outwardly, to pleaſe the 


make it appear by participation of his Croſs, and 30 world andare little careful of a good inward appli- 


by ſuffering tribulation. By that Sun, our Eagle 
tries his young ones; he who cannot abide that ſhi- 
ning ray ſprinkled with blood, ſhall never attain to 
beatitude. It is not comely to ſeea head crowned 
with thorns, ſitin a rotten chair of delicacies, 
AFÞirations. 
1.5 Bleſſed Saviour, who doſtlift up all the earth 
O with three g_ of thy power, raiſe up a 
little this painful maſs of my body , which weighs 


cation of our ſelves to pleaſe God. In ftead of ta- 
king the way of God's image (from whence we all 
come) we are content to have virtues only by ima- 
gination, and vices in their true eſſence. Nembroth 
profeſſed himſelfa ſervant of the true God, and yer 
adored the fire in ſecret, Jeſus hath many worſhip. 
pers in words, bat few in truch.Some ſtandupon for- 
malicies, others upon diſguiſed habits, others amuſe 
themſelves about ceremonies, others go as upon 


down it ſelfſo heavily. Give me the wings of an E-a- © certain ſprings, to make themſelves counted wiſe, 
gle to flic after thee, for 1 am conſtantly reſolved Moſt men would ſeem whacr they are not, and much 


to follow thee, whitherſoever thou goeſt : for 
though it ſhould be within the ſhadow of death, 
what can | fear being in the arms of life ? I am nor 
of my ſclf, nor of the world, which is ſo great a de- 
cerver. Since I am thine by ſo many titles , (which 
bir:d me to adoration)] will be ſo in life,in death,in 
time, and for all Eternitie. 1 will take part of thy 
ſufferings, fince they are the ſcarffs of our Chriſt. 


an warfare, Tribulation is a moſt excellent engine; 5 


the more a man is kept under, the higher he mounts: 
He deſcends by perfe& humility,that he may aſcend 
to thee by the ſteps of glory. 


The Goſpel for Tueſday,the ſecond week 
in Lent, Saint Matthew 2 3. 


Jeſus ſaid, The Phariſees fit in Moſes chair, believe 
theretore what they ſay. 


Hen 7eſus ſpaks to the multitudes, andto his Diſcipler, 


troubled to be ſeen what they are. All their rime 
doth paſs in faſhions and countenances , but death 
and God's judgments :take off all thoſe masks. 

3. To ſay, .that we have ſeena man extcriourly 
devout ard ſpiritual(except he be ſoinwardly)is to 
ſay, we bave ſeen a houſe without a foundation, a 
tree without a root , a veſſel move upon the Sea 
withour a bottom, and ag excellent clock without 


© A ſpring. For the ſame which the foundation is to a 


houſe, the root to a cree, the bottom to'a ſhip, and 
the ſpring to a clock, the ſame 1s a man's interiour 
Hite ro all virtue, Whatis a manthe better,who re- 
ſembles window-cuſhions, which are covered with 
velyer, and ſtufr with hay : or to be like the Pifure 
of Diana, in Homer's Iſland, which wept to ſome, and 
laught ro others. A little ſpark of a good conſcience 
is betrer then all the lights ofthe world. Why do 


' wecrucihe our ſelyes with ſo many diflimulations, 


| ſo many ceremonies, ſo many enforcemen 
ſaying, Upon the chair of Moſes bave (itteu the Scribes 9 Y , y ts upon 


andPhariſees, All thiags therefore wha' ſoever they ſhall ſay 
fo your, obſerve ye, and d) ye: but according to their works dv 
ye not fur they ſay and do not ; for they binde beavy buribens and 
importable, and put them upon mens ſhoulders, but with a fin- 
ger of tyeir ewa they will net move them, But they do all 


« their works for 10 be ſeen of m'n, for they make broad their Py. 


lafteries, and enlarge their Fringes. And they love the firſt 
places at Suppers, and the firſt chairs in the Synagogues, and 
ſalutatjons in the maiket-place.and to be called of men ,R-bb; : 
But be uot you callcd Rabbi; for one is your Maſter, and a'l 
you are bretbrex. And call none futher to your ſelf upon earth, for 


our —_ to ſerve and pleaſe men only to get 
ſmoak ? He that ſows wind (faith thePropher)ſhall 
reap a ſtorm. Let us live to our ſelves in the purity 
of a good conſcience,and of a perfe& humility, if we 
defire to live for ever with God. Thoſe ſhadows of 
talſe devotion proceed from the leaves of that fig- 
tree, wherewith Adam and Eve covered their na- 
kedneſs:do not we know that hypocriſy is the ſame 
thing ro virtue, which painting is to faces ? and that 


one is your Father, hethat is in Heaven ; neither be ye called JO ir is the very moth which deveurs lanctity,and will 
| at the day of judgment make all thoſe appear na- 
ked,which to the world ſeem well apparelled. 


AFÞiration, 


Maſters, for one # your Maſter, Criſt : be that is the greater 
of yau, ſhall be your ſervitour. And he that exaltet bim- 


ENTERTAINMENTS for LENT, 


Aſpiration. | 

God of all truth, wherefore are there ſo ma. 

ny fictions, and counterfeit behaviours ? Muſt 
we alwaies live to pleaſe the cies of others, and run 
after the ſhadow of vanity , which leaves nothing 
- but illuſion within our cies, and corruption in our 
manners. I will live unto thee (O fountain of lives) 
within whom all creatures have life. I will retire 
my ſelf into my own heart, and negotiate with ie 
by the ſecret feeling of a good conſcience, that I may 
treat with'thee. W bat need I checies of men, if [ 
have the cies of God ? They alone are ſufficient to 
do me good , ſince by their aſpe& they give happi- 
neſs to all the Saints. I will ſeek for thee (O my be- 
loved Lord ) from the break of day, till the dead 
time of the night, All places are folicarie where thou 
art not, and where thou art, there only is the full- 
neſs of all pleaſures. 


The Goſpel for Wedneſday, the ſecond 296 


weck in Lent, S. Matth 20. 


The Requeſt of the Wife of Zebedee , for her 
ſons James and John. 


A Teſus going up to Jeruſalem , took the twelve Diſciples 
ſecretly, and ſaid 10 them , Behold we go up to Jeruſalem, 
and the Son of man ſhal be delivered to the chref Prieſts, and to 
the Scribes, and they ſhal condemn him to death, and ſhal deliver 
him 10 the Gentiles, to be mocked, and ſcourged, and crucified,and 
the third day he ſhal riſe again. 

Then came to him the mother of the Sons of Zebedee, with 
her ſons, adoring and deſiring ſomething of him : who ſaid to 
her , What wilt thou? She ſaith to him, Say that' theſe my 
two ſons may ſit one at thy right hand , and one at thy left 
hand in thy Kingdom, And Jeſus anſwering , ſaid, Tou 
know not what you deſire. Can ye drink of the cup that 1 ſhal 
drink of ? They ſayto him, wecan. He ſaith tothem, My cup 
indeed you ſhal drink of : but to ſit at my right hand and left, is 
not mine 29 give t0.y0u, but to whom it is prepared of my Father. 

Moralities. 
I. Hat a ſhort life have we, and yet ſuch 


large and vaſt ambitions ? We fear eve. 


dren great Saints , by getting them great hononrs. 
You defire they ſhould poſſeſs all that which over- 
throws them, and pretending to make a building 
with one hand, you deſtroy it with the other, By all 
your earneſt wiſhes , and all your laborious endea- 
vours (ior advancement of your children) you effe& 
noghing, but thereby give them enticements to plea- 
ſure, and weapons tor iniquity.” 

3. Whereapon ſhould we build our ambitions, if 


19 not upon the bloud of the holy Lamb? Ar the foot 


of the Croſs we behold God covered with bloud, 
crowned with thorns and reproaches, who warns us 
to be humble ; and ac the farne time we eagerly pur- 
ſue worldly glory andambition : We reſemble that 
unhappy daughter of A/tiades, who did proſtitute 
her ſelf under her fathers Tropheys. By our un- 
meaſurable hunting after honours,amongſt the igno- 
minies of Jeſus Chriſt, we abandon ovr ſelves to dif- 
honour , and make no other uſe of the Crofs , but 
only to be a witneſs of our infidelity, 
Aſpirativns. 

Void. , be gone you iniportunate cares of 
' worldly goods and honou:s ! you little ty- 
r which burn the bloud within our veins, and 
fill the moſt innocent pleaſures of our life, with bir. 
ter ſorrows, what have 1 more to do with you ? My 
children ſhal be what God will. They ſhal be but 
roo rich , when they have virtue for their porticn, 
and but roo high , when, ihey ſhal ſee a true'con- 
tempt of the world under their feer. God forbid 
that I ſhould go about any worldly thron upon the 
holy Lambs bloud, or thac I ſold ralk of honours, 
when there is mention made of the boly Croſs, O 
cos thou facher of all true glorics, thou ſhalt from 

enceforth be my only crown. All greatneſs where 

thou art not , ſhal to me be only baſeneſs , I will 
mount up to thee by ibe ftairs 07 humility, ſince by 
thoſe thou cameſt down to me. I will kiſs the paths 
of Mount Calvary , which rhou haſt ſprinkled with 


rie thing like mortal men , and yet deſire all , as if 49 thy precious bloud , and eftcem the Crofts above all 


we ſhould be immortal upon earth. It is a ftrang 
thing to obſerve how the deſire of honour ſlides 
even amongſt the moſt refined devotions. Some 
one is counted an Angel of Heaven amongſt men, 
who hath not forſaken his pretence upon earth, 
Ambition ſleeps in the boſoms of perſons conſecra- 
ted for the Altars. It overthrows ſome whom luxu- 
rie could not ſtir, and moves thoſe whom avarice 
could not touch. We deſire all ro be known , and 


to ſcem what we are not : but this ſeemins is that 50 


which doth bewitch us. All paſſions grow. o1d and 
weaker by age, only the defire of worldly riches 
and honours , is aſhirt which we never pur off, till 
we come to the grave. Why do we ſo exireamly 
rorment our poor life, by running aiter this ſhadow 
of honour ; which we cannot follow without tron- 
ble, nor poſſeſs without fear, nor loſs Fartour ſor. 
row? Is it not a ſtrange folly , that men love ſuch 
vanities, till the very latt inſtant of their own ruins, 
and fear nothing, ſo they may tumble into precipi. 
ces of gold and {ilver ? 

2. What | pre pains you take for theſe children, 
as if they did not more belong to God then you : 
you caſt day and night where to place them , when 
the Providence of God (which is the great Harbin- 
ger of the world) hath already mark: their lodgings, 
One is ſetled in a good Religious courſe, another 
inthe grave,another perhaps ſhal have more then is 
neceſlary-to make him.a good man. #ve 1magined 
that her ſon Caiz (having all the worlt) would have 
become ſome great god', when ambition made him 

'g devil incarnaze, You ſhal rarely make your chil- 


worldly things, ſince thou hatt conſecrated ic by thy 
cruel pains; and brought us forth upor: that dolo. 
rous bed, to the day of thy eternity, 


The Goſpel upon Thurſd:y, the ſecond 
week in Lent, out of Sant Lake 16, 


Of the rick Glutton, and poor Layaras, 


Here was 4 certain rich man, and he was clothed wits 

purple aid ſilk, aad be fa-id cvriy day magaifically. And 
there wa a ceitarn beg gar called Lazaius, that lay at hs grate 
full of ſores, deſiring to be filled of the crums that fel! from the 
rich mans table, but the dozs al/o came, and licked his fares. 
And it came to p2ſs that ibe beggar ditd, and was carricd of 
the Angel into Abraham's boſom. Andthe rich man alſ, dicd, 
and he was buried in bell, and lifting up ha tys, when he was 
in torments, he ſaw Abrabam afar off, and Lazarus i» his bo- 
ſom. Ard he crying, ſaid, Father Abraham, have mercy or 
me, an ſend Lazarus, that he may ai! tie tp of bis finger 
into water, for to cool my tongue, becauſe 1 am tormented in this 


O flame. And Abraham, [2id to him, Son, remember that thou 


aidſt receive good thites in tiny life itme, and Lazarus, (ike- 
wiſe evil : but now he 18 comforted, and chyu tormented, And 
And b'fid:s all t'iefe things , bervern ws 04 yu there i« fixed 
a peat Chaos: that they which will f aſs from ence 79 you, may 
not, neith:r go from thence hither. Aud te (aid, Then father, 
I biſeech-tbee t at thou would:ft ſend im un'o my ſ1thbers 
houſe, for T bave ſve bietimen, for to te{lifie unto hem, !:{t they 
al: come in'o this place of terments, An1 Avraham (id 
to them, They have Moſes aad th: prophets + [tt them hear 
them But be jad, No. father Abraham, out if ſome man ſhall 
go f.om the dead to them, they will do penance. Andhe ſaid 
to him, 1\ they hear 103 Moles and the Prophets ,noitier if one 
ſeal riſe again [rom the deadgwill they beligor, 
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the more ready for the axe : Their _ makes 
them apt to fal, and prove the more unhappy fu el 
for eternal flames, O Jeſus, father ofthe poor,ard 
King of the rich, 1 moſt humbly beſcech thee, never 
give my heart in-prey to covetoulſneis, which (by 
loading me with land) may make me forget Hea» * 


Aſcralities, 
I. A Rich man and a poor meet in this world, 

[ the one loaden with treaſures , the other 
with ulcers; They both meet in the other world, the 
one ina gulf of fire, the other in Abyſs of delights : 
Their ends are as different, as their lives were con- 
trary : toteach us, that he which ſhall conſiger 
rightly, the end of all worldly fins and vanities,will 
have in horrour the defire of them, And as there is 
nothing, for which goodly poor men may not hope, 
ſo is there nothing, which wicked rich men ſhould 
not fear, He that 15 proud of riches, is proud of his 
burdens and chains, but if he unload them upon the 
poor, he will be eaſed of his pain, and ſecuredin 
his way. 

2. The life of man is a marvellous Comedy wherein 
the greateſt part of our aRions are plaid under a 
curtain, which-the Divine Providence draws over 
them, to tover us, It concealed poor Lazarns, and 
kept him in obſcurity, like the fiſh, which we never 
ſee till it be dead. Burt Zeſww draws the curtain, and 
makes himſelf the hiſtorian of this good poor man, 
ſhewing us the ſtate of his ſoul,of his body ,of his life 
and death, He makes him appear in Abraham*s bo- 
ſom, as within the temple ot reſt and happineſs, and 
makes him known to the rich man, as to the treaſu- 
rer of hells riches.- Are we not unworthy the name 
which we carry, when we deſpiſe the poor,and hate 
puny as the greateſt miſery?ſince the Son of God 

aving once conſecrated it upon the throne of his 
manger,mze it ſerve for his ſpouſe during life, and 
his bride-maid art the time of his death. 

2. This rich glutron dreamed,and at the end of his 
dream found himſelf buried in hell. All thoſe pomps 
of his life, were ſcattered in an inſtant, as ſo man 
noturnal illuſions, and his heart filled with eter- 
nal griefand torment, His firſt miſery is a ſudden, 
unexpettcd, and hideous change, from a huge ſea 
of delicicies,into an inſufferable gulf of fire : where 
he doth acknowledge, that one of the greateſt vexa- 
tions in miſery,is to have been happy. Another diſ- 
aſter which atfli&s him, is to ſee Lazarns in Abra- 
hams boſom , to teach us, that the damnedare tor« 
mented by Paradiſe, even to the very loweſt part of 
hell , and that the moſt grievous of their torments, 
15, they can never forget their loſs of God. $o faith 
T heophylatt, that Adam was placed over againſt 
the terreſtrial Paradiſe, from whence he was baniſh- 
ed, that in his very puniſhment, he might ſee the 
happineſs he had loit by his foul faulr. Now you 
mult add ro the reſt of his ſufferings, the great Cha- 
OS which (like a diamond wall) is between hell and 
Paradiſe,together with the privation of all comfort, 
thoſe loſſes without remedy ; that wheel of eterni- 
ty ; where death laſteth for ever, and the end be- 
Sins again withour ceaſing, and the torments can 
never fail or diminiſh, 

4. Do good with thoſe goods which God hath gi- 
yen you, and ſuffer them not to make you wicked 
but employ your riches by the hands of virtue : If 
Sold be a child of rhe Sun, why do you hide him 
from his father ? God choſe the boſom of rich A- 
Eraham, to be the Paradiſe of poor Laza-xs, $0 


may you make the needy feel happineſs by your 


bounty ; your riches ſhall raiſe you up, when-they 
are trodden under feer. The Propher ſaith, you muſt 
ſow in the field of Alms, if you deſire to reap in the 
mouth of Mercy, 
Aſpirations. 

God of Juſtice, I tremble at the terrour of 

thy judgments. Great fortunes of the world 
(full of honour and riches) are fair trees, oft-times 


yen, 1 know that death muſt conlume me to the 
very bones,and I ſhal then pofleſs nothing, bur what 
I have given for thee. Mult 1 then live in this world 
10 (like a Griffin) to hoard up much gold, and {ilyer 
whereof 1 ſhall never have uſe, and (till be vexed”” 
withcare how to preſerve it ? O molt mercitull 
Lord,faffer me not to be taught by hell fire, that 
which 1 may have neglected to learn out of thy Go- 
ſpel. 1 moſt heartily renounce all luxury and pomp 
of the world, and this carnal life, which would alweys 
buſie it ſelf about my body. 1t thou be pleated to 
make me rich, 1 will be ſo for the poor , and if thou 
make me poor,l will make my felt rich in thee, who 
20 art the true riches of all thine eleR, 


The Goſpel upon Friday,the ſecond week 
in Lent, Saint Matthew 21. 


Of the Maſter of a Vineyard, whoſe ſon was kil. 
led by his Farmets. 


Nther Parable hear ye : A man there was, anhouſhlder, 
who planted a Vineyard, and made an bedge round about 
it, and diggid in it a preſs, and builded a tower, and lt it out 
JO to buſbanamen, and went forth into a ſtrange Cruatry. And 
when the time of fruits drew nigh, be ſent b;s ſervants tothe 
huſbandmen , to -receive the fruits thereof. And the buſ- 
bandmen apprebeading his ſervants, one1hey beat, another they 
they killed, and another they floned, Again, be ſent other ſey- 
vants, more then the former; and they dzdio them likewiſe, 
And laſt ef all, be ſent te them hu Son, ſayiag, They will reve- 
rence my Son, But the husbandmen ſering the Son, ſaid 
within themſelves, This is the beir, come, {et i» hill him, and 
we (hall have bis inheritance. And apprevending him, they 
caſt him forth out of the Vineyard, and killed Lim. ben there- 
fore the Loyd of the Vineyard ſhall come, what wil! be do to 
40 thoſe husbandmen They ſay to bim, The aaughty men be will 
briag to naught : and his Vineyard be will let it to other bus- 
bandmen, that ſhall render bim the fruit of their ſeaſeas. 
Teſs ſaith tothem, Have you never vead in the ſcriptures, 
The flene which the builders rejefied, the ſame is wade into the 
bead of the corncr ? By our Lord as this dene, and it u mar- 
vellous in oureys. Therefore T ſay to you, That the Kingdom of 
God ſhall be taken away from you, and (hall be gives to a Nati- 
on, yielding the fruits thereof. And ht that falleth upon this 
ſtone, (hall be broken : and on whom it fall*th, it ſhal! all to 
bruiſe bim. And when the chiefs Prieſts and Prarijecs had 
bea:d hu Parables, thcy kaew that he ſpoke of them. And 
q ſeeking to lay bends upon bim, they feared the multitudes : ve- 
cauſe they beld hzm as a Prophet, 


Aoralities. 


7 E have reaſon to fear all that is in us, yea, 
even the gifts of God: All his favours are 
ſo many chains ; it they bind us not to do our duty, 
they will bind us- to the puniſhment due for that 
negleR. Our foul is given us by God as a thing bor- 
rowed from Heaven, we mult not be too prodigal 
ofit, We muſt dig up ill roots, as we do in land 
, Cultivated:The time will come, that we muſt render 
up the fruits;and ſhall we then preſent thorns? Exa- 
mine every day how you profit, and what you do : 
draw every day a line, but draw it toward eternity. 
What can you hide from God who knows all? What 
can you repay to God who gives all? and how can 
you requite es who hath given himſelf? 

2. How many meſſengers doth-God ſend to our 
hearts without intermitlion, and how many inſpi- 
rations which we reje&?S0 manySermons which we 
do not obſerve,8& ſo many examples which we neg- 
le&. Jeſus comes in perſon by the Sacrament of the 
Altar, and we drive him from us, to crucify bim,. 

when 


when we place theDevil and&mortal ſin in bis room. 
What other thing can we expe for reward of all 
theſe violences, but a moſt fearful deſtruction, if ye 
do not prevent the ſword of juſtice; by 'walking in 
the paths of mercy ? Our yanities,which ar firlt are 
" like ſmall threads, by the con:empr of God's grace 
come to be great cables of ſin. Ye that defers his re- 
pentance,is in danger to loſe it,and will be kept out 
of the Ark, with the croaking Raven, ſince he hath 


negleted the mourning of the forrowtul Dove. 10 


3. It is a moſt horrible thing, to ſce a ſout left to it 
ſelf after it hath ſo many times forſaken the inſpira- 
tions of God. It becomes a deſolate Vineyard, with- 
out incloſure, The wild Boar enters intq it ,- and 
all unclean and ravenous creatures/Yo there ſport 
and leap without controle. God hangs clouds over 
it, buc will let no drop of water fall upon ir. The 
Sun never looks upon it with a loving eye:all there 
is barren, venomous, and near to Hell. Therefore 


ENTERTAINMENTS for LENT. 


diznation, -«nd would not g9 in. His father therefore ovine forth, 
began to deſire him. But he anſwering, ſaid to his, father, Bee 
hold, ſo many years do I ſerve thee, and I never tranſgreſſed thy 
commandment, and thou didſt never give mea Kid to make 
merry with my friends. But after that thy ſon, this, that hath 
devoured his ſubſtance with whotes; is come, thou haſt killer! for 
him the fatted Calf. But he ſaid ta hin Son, thou art always 
with me, and all my things are thine. But it behoved us 10 make 
merry and be glad, becauſe this thy brother was dead, and is re- 
vived ; was loſt,and is found, 


Moralitis, 


EM parable is a true table , expreſſing the 
excurſions of a prodigal foul, and her return 
tothe mercy of God , by the way of repentance. 
Note , that the firſt ſtep which ſhe crode toward 
her own deſtruftion (as Cain did) was her de. 
Py from God, not by changing of place, but of 
eart, It departed from the chiefeſt light ,” which 
made it fall intoan eclipſe of reaſon , and fo into 
profound darkneſs. She diverted her ſelf from the 


above all things we muſt fear to be forſaken of 29 greateſt bounty, which made her incline toward all 


God. Mercy provoked, changes it ſelf into ſevere 
Tuſtice. All creatures will ſerve ( as God's inſtru- 
ments) to puniſh a fugitive ſoul, which flies from 
him by her ingraritude, when he draws her to him 
by the ſweetneſs of his benefits, 
Aſpirations. 

A Laſs, O great Father of the world's family, I 
A am confounded to ſee thy Vineyard fo ill or- 
dered, made fo barren, and ſpoiled. My paſſions 


wickedneſs, ( being ſtraied from her Sovereign 
being) which made her become juſt nothing. 

2. She continued in fin, aSina Country which 
was jult nothing, whe:e ſhe was vexcd on all Gdes 
with diſquiet,wich cares,with fears and"6iſcontents. 
All fins tofs therr followers, as the ball is. toſſed ar 
Baloon, Vanity ſends them to pride : pride to vio- 
leace : violence to avarice : avarice to ambition : 
ambition to pomp and riot : ' pomp to pluttony : 


dominier like wild beats, and devours the fruits zo gluttony to luxury : luxury to idleneſs; idleneſs 


due to thy bounty.1 am heartily ſorry I have ſo lir. 
tle eſteemed thy graces, andto haye preferred all 
that, which makes me contemptible before thee, 1 
do this day renounce all the abuſes of my ſoul. 1 
will grow and proſper under thy bleſſings : I will 
flouriſhunder thy aſſa'&t , and fruRtifie under thy 
protetion. Command only thy graces and ſweer 
dews of Heaven (which are as paps of thy fayonrs ) 
ro rain upon me,and water this rotten trunk of my 


co contempt and poverty : and that poverty brings 
them to all worldly miſcry. For all miſchiets follow 
a wicked ſoul, which departing from God , thinks 
to find a better condition. 

3. Afiction opens the eys of man, and makes 
him come to himſelf,that he may the better return 
to God. There is no journey ſo far, as when a man 
departs from himſelf,nort by place but my manners, 
A Sea of licentiouſneſs interpoſeth it ſelf berweed 


hearr. Speak to that eye of love that beautiful eye 40 his ſoul and innocence, to divorce her from the way 


of Jeſus, that it will ſhine upon me but once with 
that ray, which doth make fouls happy for eyer. 


.* 
The Goſpel upon Sa:urday, the ſecond 
week in Lent, S Luke 15, 
Of che prodigal Child. 
Nd he ſaid, A certain man had two ſons; and the younger 


of them ſaid to his father; Father, give me the portion of ſub- 
|t mce that belongeth to me; and be divided unto them the ſub- 


of goodneſs. Bur God's grace is a burning wind, 
which dries it up ; and having brought man to him» 
ſelf, rakes him by the hand, and leads him even to 
God. 

4. O what a bappy thing it is, to conſider the ef- 
fets of God's mercy in the entertainment of the 
good father, to his prodigal ſon, The one had loſt 
all which he had of a good fon : but the other had 
not loſt what belonged to a good father. The fon 


ſtance, Jind not many days afier, the youngefl ſon gathering 5c had yet ſaid nothing, when fatherly affeRion plead- 


all his things togtiher, went from home i110 @ ſar Country, and 
there he w:fjed bis ſubſtance, living riotoufly. And after he 
had ſpent all, there fell x ſore famine in that Country , and he 
began to be in need : and he went and cleaved 10 one of the Citi- 
2ens of that Conniry, and he ſent him into his Farm to feed 
Swine.. And he would fain have filled his belly of the bausks 
tiat the Swine did eat, and n9 body gaue unto him. And re- 
turning t0 himſelf, he ſaid; How mary of my. father's hire. 
lizgs hive abundance of breas, and Inere perijh for famine ? 
I will ariſe, and will go to my father, and ſay unto him, Father, 
I have ſinned again! heaven, and before thee, 1 am nt now 


worthy to be called thy ſon, make me as one of thy hirelings. 6g ance. It 1s 


And riſing up, he came 10 his father , and when he was yet far 
off, his father ſaw him, and wits moved with mercy, and run- 
ning 10 himy fell upon his nec& and Lied him. And his ſon 
Jaid jo him, Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven, and before 
thee, 1 am notnow worthy to betalled thy ſon. An1 the father 
ſaid to his ſervants, Quickly bring forth the firſt ſtole, and do 
it on him, and put a Ring upon his hand, and Shoes upon his 
feet, and brirg the fatted Calf, and kill it, and let us eat and 
make merry, becauſe this my ſon was dead, and is revived, ws 
loft, and is found. And they began tomake merry. But his 
elder ſon was in the field, and when he came and drew nigh to 
the houſe, he heard muſick and:dancing. And he called one of 
the ſervants, and asked what theſe things ſhould he? And he 
ſaid to him, Thy brother is comt, and thy ſ<ther hath killed the 
fatted Calif, becauſe he hath received him ſafe. But he had ine 


ed for him in the heart of his father, who felt the 
dolours of a ſpiritnal labour , and his entrails were 
moved to give a ſecond birth to his fon. ]hough he 
wereold, yethe went the' pace ofa young man. 
Charity gives him wirgs to fly to the embrace- 
ments of his loſt cbild.He is moſt joyful of thatcomes 
with him, even of his very poverty. This without 
doubr, ſhould give us a marvellous confidence in 
Gods mercy, when we feck it with hearty repeut- 
a Sea of bounty, which waſheth away a!! 
that is amiſs.Since he hath changed the name of ma- 
ſter, into chat of father , he will rather command 
by love, then reign by a predominant power. No 
man ought to deſpair of parden,except he,who can 
be as fully wicked, as Ged is good : none is ſo mer+ 
ciful as (*od, none is ſo good a father as he : for 
when you may have loſt your part of all iis virtues, 
you can never (while you live) loſe the. poſſibility 
of his mercy. He will receive you between his arms 


70 without ary other reaſon, but your return by re- 


pentance. 
5. 1he ſame Parable is alſo a true glats, ſhewing 
the 
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the life of thoſe young untbrifts, who think they 
are born onely ſor ſport, ſor their bellies, and for 
plerſure. They imagine their Fathers'keep for them 
the golden mines of Peru, and their life being with- 
out government, their expences are without mea- 
fure. 'Some of thefn run throngh the world, they 
wander into all places, but never enter into conſ1- 
deration of themſelves. They return from forrain 
parts loaden withdebcs,and bring home nothing but 
tome new fantaſtical faſhions, cringes, and coran- 
toes. There are many of them in whom pride and 
miſery continue inſeparable, after they have loſt 
their mony and their brains. Their Fathers are cau- 
ſes of their faults, by gathering ſo much wealth for 
thoſe, who know not how to ofe it. Yet if they have 
the true repentance of the prodigal ehild, he muſt 
not deny them pardon.: But mercy muſt not be had 
of thoſe who ack it by ſtrong hand, or ſeek it by a 
counterfeit ſorrow. 
AFfpirations. 
I: isan accurſed wandring to travel into the coun- 
try of nothing, where pleaſure drops down as wa- 
ter from a ſtorm, the. miſerable conſequences 
whereofhave leaden feet,which never remove from 
the heart. Good God what a country is that,where 
the carth is made of quick-(ilver, which ſteals it ſelf 
from under our feet, when we think to tread upon 
it. What a country is that, where if a man gather 
one bud of roſes, & muſt be forced to cat a thou. 
ſand thorns, and be companion with the moſt naſty, 
filthy beaſts in their linking ordures, and be glad to 
eat of their loathſom draffe for want of other meat. 
Alas, I bave furfeited, and ſuch a miſery as this, is 
neceſſary to make me remember the happineſſe 
which I poſſeſſed in thy houſe: O mercitull Fa- 
ther, behold my prodigal ſoul which returns to thee 
and will have no other advocate but thy goodneſs ; 
which as yet pleads for me within thy heart. 1 have 
conſumed all which I had, but 1 could not conſume 


THE PENITENT: Or, 


goeth and taketh ſeven other ſpirits worſe then Fin:ſelf, ond ex- 
tring in, they dwell there. And the loſt of that man be med 
worſe then the firſt, 

And it came to paſſe, when he ſaid theſe things, a certain wo 
man lifting up her voice out of the multitude,ſaid to him, Bleſied 
is the a. that bare thee, and the paps that thou didſl ſuck. tut 
he ſaid, yea, rather, bleſied are they that hear the word of God, 
and keep it, 


Adoralities. 


ws þ Almond-tree is the firſt which begins to 
IO 


flouriſh, and it is often firſt nipt with froſt. 
The tongue is the firſt thing which moves in a 
mans body, and is ſooneſt caught with the ſnares 
of Satan, That man deſerves to be ſpecchleſle 
all his life, who pever ſpeaks a word better then (i- 
lence. 

2, Jeſus, the eternal word of God, came upon 
earth ro reform the words of man : his lite was a 
lightning, and his word a thunder, which was pow- 
erfull in effet, but always meaſured within his 


20 bounds. He did fight again ill rongues in his life, 


and conquered them all in his death. The gall and 
vinegar which he took to expiate the fins of this 
unhappy tongue, do ſhew how great the evil was, 
ſince 1t did need ſo ſharp a remedy. He hath cured 
by ſuffering his dolours, vihat it deſerved by our 


committing ſins. Other vices are determined by 


oneaR, the tongue goes to al] : it is a ſervant to all 
walicious ations, and is generally confederate with 
the heart in all crimes, 


39 3. Wehaye juſt ſo much Religion as we have 


government of our tongues : A hittle thing ſerves 
ro.tame wild beaſts, and a ſmaY ſtern will ſerve ro 
overn a ſhip? Why then-cannot a man rule ſo 
mall a part of his body ? It is not ſufficient to ayoid 
lying, perjuries, quarrels, injuries, ſlanders and 
blaſphemies, ſuch as the Sc:1bes and Phariſees did 
yomit out in this Goſpel againſt the purity of the 
Son of God : We mult alſo repreſs idle talk, and 0- 
ther frivolous and unprofitable diſcourſes, There 


thy mercy. For that is as an Abyſs which ſurpaſſeth 40 are ſome perſons who have their hearts ſo looſe, 


that of my fins and miſcries. Receive me as a mer- 
cenary ſervant, if 1 may not obtain the name of a 
ſon. Why ſhouldeſt not thou receive that which is 
thine, ſince the wicked ſpirits have taken that which 
was not theirs ? Either ſhew me mercy,or clſe ſhew 
me a heart more fatherly then thine, and if neither 
earth nor heaven can find the like, to whom wouldſt 
thou have me go but te thy ſelf, who doeſt not yer 
ceaſe to call me ? 


The Goſpel upon the third Sunday in 
Lent, S. Luke 11. 


Jeſus caſt out the Devil which was dumb. 


A* D he wat caſting out a devil, and that was dunb. And 
when he had caſt out the devi/,the dumb ſpake,and the mul- 
#udes marvelled. And certain of them ſaid, im Belzebub the 
Prince of Devils he caſteth out Devils. And' others tempting, 
asked him a ſign from Heaven. But he ſeeing their cogitations, 
ſaid tothem : Every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, ſhall be 
made deſolate, and houſe upon houſe ſhall fall, And if Satan alſo 
be divided againſt himſelf, how ſhall his Kingdom ſtand ? becauſe 
you ſay, that in Beltebub 1 do caſt out Devils, And if 1 in Bel- 
ebub caf! out Devils ; your chi'dren, in whom do they caff out > 
Therefore they ſhall be your judges. But if T in the finger of God 
do caſt out Devils, ſurely the Kingdom of G1d is come upon you, 
when the ſtrong armed keepeth his court, thoſe things are in peace 
that he poſieſieth , but if a ſtrongey then he come »p04 him, and 
overcome him, he will take away his whole armour, wherein he 
truſted, end will d:ſtribute his ſpoils He that is not with me, is 
againſt me ; and be that gathereth nt with me, ſcattereth. When 
the unclean ſpirit ſhall depart out of a an, he wandreib through 
places without water, ſeekine reſt ; and not finding, be ſaith, I 
will return into my houſe whence 1 departed. And when he is 
eome, he findeth it ſwept with a beſom, and trimmed, Then he 


that they cannot keep them within their breſts, bur 
they will quickly ſwim upon their lips, without 
thinking what they ſay, and ſo make a ſhift to 
wound their ſouls, 

4. Imitate a boly Father called $;/#s,who pray- 
ed God thirty years together every day to deliver 
him from his tongue, as from a capitall enemy. 
You ſhall never be very chaſte of your body, ex- 
cept you do very well bridle your tongue. For 


$0 looſneſle of the fleſh proceeds ſometimes from li- 


berty of the tongue : Remember your ſelf that 
your heart ſhould go like aclock, with all the juſt 
and equal motions of his ſprings ; and that your 
tongue is the finger, which ſhews how all the hours 
of the day paſſe. When the heart goes of one ſide, 
and the tongue of another, it is a ſure deſolation of 
your ſpirits Kingdom, 1f Jeſus ſet it once at peace 
and quiet, you muſt be very careful to keep it ſo;and 
be very fearſull of relapſes, For the multiplying of 


60 long continued (ins, brings at laſt hell jt ſelf upon a 


mans ſhoulders. 


AFpirations. 
Word incarnate, to. whom all juſt tongues 
ſpeak, and after whom all hearts do thirſt and 
languiſh ; chaſe from vs all prating devils, and alſo 
thoſe which are dumb : the firſt provoke and looſe 
the tongue to ſpeak wickedly,and the other bind it 
when it ſhould confeſſe the truth, O peace-making 


70 Solomen appeaſe the diviſions of my heart,and unite 


all my powers to the love of thy ſervice. Deſtroy 
in me all the marks of Satans Empire, and plant 
. there 


ENTERTAINMENTS fo LENT. 


there thy Tropheys and Standards, that my ſpirit be 
_ never like thoſe devils which ſcek for reſt, but ſhall 
never find it. Make me preſerve inviolable the houſe 
of my conſcience,which thou haſt cleanſed by _ 
tance,and cloathed with thy graces:that 1 may have 
perſeverance to the end without relapſes,and ſo ob- 
tain happineſs without more riced of repentance 


The Goſpel upon Munday,the third week 
in Lent, Saint Luke 4. 


Jeſus is required to do Miracles in his own Countrey. 


AX he ſaid to them Certes, you will ſay to me this ſimili- 
litude, Phyſitian cure thy ſelf: as great things as we have 
heard done in Capperaaum, do alſo bere in thy Countrey. And 
he ſaid, Amen, I ſay to you, that no Prophet u accepted in ba 
own (ountrey. In truth I ſay to you, there were many widows 
in the days of Elias in Iſrael, whea the beaven was ſhut three 
years and fix mouths, when there was agreat famine made in 
the whole earth; and to none of them was Elias (ent, but into 
Sarepta of Sidon, to a widow woman. And there were many 
Lepers in Iſrael unde; Elizeus the Prophet, and none of them 
made clean but Naaman the Syrian. And all tn the Synagogue 
were filled with anger, hearing theſe thngs,, And they roſe , 
and calt him out of the City : and they brought him to the 
edge of the bill whe;en»on their Ci'y was built, that thry might 
throw him down head long. But be paſſe g through the midſt 
of them, went b.z way. 


Aoralities. 

1; I He malignity of mans nature undervalueth 

all that which it hath in hand , and little e- 
Reems many neceſſary things, becauſe they are com» 
mon, The Sun is not counted rare, becaute it ſhines 
every day, and the elements are held contemptible, 
{ince they are common tothe poor as wel as the rich, 
Jeſus was deſptſed in bis own Conntrey, becauſe he 
was there known to all the world,and the diſdain of 
that ungrateful Nation cloſed the hands of his great 
bounty.1s it not a great unhappinelsts be weary and 
tired with often communicating ? to be wicked be. 
cauſe God is good ? and to ſhut up our ſelves cloſe , 
when he would impart bimſelt ro us ? Men make lit- 
tle account of great benefits and ſpiritual helps, for 
that they bave them preſent. They muſt loſe thoſe 
favours ts know them well, and ſeek outrageouſly 
without effe&, what they have kickt away witch con- 
tempt, becauſe it was eaſily poſlelt, 

2. The choices and cle&tions ot God are not to be 
comprehended within our thoughts, but they ſhonld 
be adored by our hearts. He is Maſter of his own fa- 
yours , and doth what he will in the Kingdoms of 
Nature, Grace,and Glory. He makes veſlels of Pot- 
rers earth, of gold and filver. He makes Holy -dayes 
and working-days ( faith the Wiſeman ) his libera. 
lities are as tree to him, as his tboughts, We muſt 
not examine the reaſon why he doth elevate ſome, 
and abaſe others. Our eye mult not be wicked, be» 
cauſe his heart is good. Let us content our ſelves 
that he loves the humble , and to know that the 
loweſt place of all, is moſt ſecure. No man'is made 
reprobate without juſtice, no man is ſaved without 


mercy. God creates men to repair in many, that gg 


which he hath made, and alfo to puniſh in the per- 
ſons of many that which he hath not made. 

3. Jeſus doth not cure his brerhren ; and yer 
cures ſtrangers, to ſhew,that his powers are not ti- 
ed to any nation, but his own will, $o likewiſe the 
graces of God are not to be meaſured according to 
the nature of him who receives them , bur by the 
pnre bounty of him who gives them. The humility 
of ſome doth call him, when the preſumption of 0- 


thers doth eſtrange him. The weak grounds of a dy-.-0 
ing law,did no g6od to the Jews, who diſdained the 


grace of Jeſus Chriſt , And that diſdain deprived 


them of their adoption, of the glory of the New 
Teitament,of all the promiſes,and of all Magiſtracy. 
They leſt all , becauſe they would keep ihtjr own 
wills, Letus learn by the grace of God to defire 
earneſtly that good, which we would obtain effeQu. 
ally. Perſons diſtaſted and farferted,cannot advance 
much in a ſpiritual life, And he that ſecks after per. 
fetioncoldly, ſhall never find it. 
Aſpirations, 


10 T7? beauties (moſt ſweet Jeſus)are withour ſtain, 


thy goodneſs without reproach, and thy con- 
verſation withouc importunity.God forbid 1 ſhould 
be of the number of thoſe ſouls which are diſtaſied 
with Manna,and languiſh after the onions of Fgypr. 
The more taſte thee, the more I incline to do thee 
honour, Familiarity with an infinite thing, begets 
no contempt but onely from thoſe whom thou do- 
eſt deſpiſe tor their own faults, O what high ſecrers 
are thy favours. O what Abyſles are thy graces, 


20 We may wiſh and run ; But except thoa cooperate, 


nothing is done. If thou ceaſe te work, all is undone, 
] pnt all my happineſs into thy hands: Ic is thori 
alone which knoweſt how to chuſe what we moſt 


need by thy Sovereign wiſdom, and thou giveſt ic 
by thy extream bounty. 


The Goſpel upon T ueſday,the third week 
in Lent, S. Matth. 18: 


It thy brother offend thee, tell hian of ic alone. 

u' if thy Brother (h Ul offend againſt thee, ge and rebuke 

bim berween thee and bim alone : if be ſhill bear thee, thay 
ſhalt gain thy brother, and if be will aot bear th.e, joyn with 
t hee belides, one or 1wo, ibat in the youth of i wo or thice wit- 
neſſes eveiy word may ſtand, Andif he will not bear them, tell 
the Church; «nd if be will not bear the Chx:ch, let him be to thee 
as the Heathen andtbe Publican, Amen, I ſay to yotr; whatſoever 
Je ſhall bind «pon earth, ſliall bebound alſo in beaven ; and 
whatſeever ye ſha'l looſe upon earth,ſhall be looſed alſs3n beaver. 
Again I ſay to you, that if two of you ſhall conſent upon earth, 
concerning every thing whatſoever they ash, it ſhall be done to 
them of my Fa'ber which i» in beaven : for where there be two 
or three gathere 4 ia my name there am 1 in the midſt of them. 

Then came Peter unto him, and ſid, Lord, how oftea (hall 
my brother offend -gainſt me and 1 forgive bim? until [ven 
times ? Jeſus ſaid to him, 1 ſay net to thee until ſeven times 
but until ſeventy times ſeven times. 


: Adoral: tes, 
1. T He heavens are happy that they go always in 


one meaſure, and in ſopgreat a revolution 
cf ages do not make one falſe ftep. but man is na. 
turally ſubje& to fail : Heis full of imperfeRions, 


$0 and if he bave any virtues, be carries them like duſt 


againſt the wind , or ſnow againſt the ſun, This is 
the reaſon which teaches kim that he needs good 

advice. 3p gh 
2. Itis ſomewhat hardto give right correion, 
but much harder to receive it proficably. Some are 
ſo yery fair ſpoken, that they praiſe all which they 
ſee , and becauſe they will find nothing amiſs, they 
are ordinarily good to no body. They ſhew to 
thoſe whom they flatter, their virtues in great, and 
their faults in litle , they will ſay to thoſe who are 
plunged 1n.preat diforders,they have no other faulr, 
but that they are not ſufficiently careful of their 
own health. Others do corre& with ſuch ſharpneſs 
and violence, that they wound their own hearts to 
cure other mens, and ſcem to have a greater minde 
to pleaſe their own paſſions , then ro amend thoſe 
whom they would inſtru. CorreRion ſhould be 
accompanicd with fweetnefs, but ic muſt carry with- 
alla little vigour to make a right temper, and to 
keep a mean between ſafcne(s and auſterity-Feſus in 
the Prophet 1/aiab is called both a rod and a lower: 
to ſhew us (according to Origes) that be carries fe- 
Rey verity 
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verity mingled with ſweetneſs, to uſe cither of them 
according to the diverſity of perſons, 

3. It 1s not a very eaſic thing to receive broiher- 
ly cortetion patiently, we are ſo tar in love with 
being well thought of. And after we have loſt the 
tree of life, ( which is viriue it ſelf ) we would keep 
the bark ot it, which is onely repucation, All ſha- 
dows proceed from thoſe bodies upon which ſome- 
what ſhines ; honour is the child of a known virtue: 


and many, when they cannot get one lawtull, are 10 


willing to baye a Baſtard, This 1s the cauſe, why ſo 
many reſemble thoſe {erpents, which requite them 
wich poiſon, who ſing to them pleaſant ſongs. What- 
ſoever is ſpoken to inſtruct them, makes them palſft- 
onate, and dart out angry ſpeeches againſt thoſe , 
who ſpeak to them mild and gentle words of cruth, 
and tending to their ſalvation, Relt aſſured, you 
can never get perfetion , except you count it a 
glory to learn, and diſcover your own imperfecti- 
ONS. 

4. There is nothing of more force then the pray- 
ers of juſt men: which are animated by the ſame ſpi- 
ric, and cemented together with perfect concord. 
They are molt powertul both in heaven and earth, 
When they delire what God will, they are always 
heard , if not according to the wiſhes of their own 
nature, yer zccording to the greater profits of his 

race, He is always bappy, who hath that which he 
would ; becauſe he knows how to wiſh whar 1s fit- 
ting, ard finds means to obtain what he deſires by 
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bread. But be anſwering; ſaid to them, thy do yru allo tronf- 
greſs the commandment of God ſir your tradition ? For Gd 
ſaid, Honour Fath:r and Mabe: : 
ther or moiber, d, ing It him dy. But you ſay, #'boſoever ſhall 
ſay to fath-r or motier, The gijt whaiſo-vey proceedeth from 
m2, ſhall profit thee, and jhall not hozour his father or «his mo- 
ther : and jou bave made fruſtrate the Commandment of God 
for your own tradition. Hypocriies, well bath Eſ11ah prophe- 
fied of you, ſaying, This propte hononrerh me with thyir lips, but 


and Le 'hat (h; all cx1ſe fa- 


their beat is far from me. And invarn do thiy wanſhip me, 
teaching diftrines and commandments of men. 
And having called together the multitudes unto bim , he 


ſaid to them, year ye and under fland,, Not that which en- 


treth into the moth de fileth a man, but that which proceed:th 
out of th: mou'h, that defileth a man. Thea came bis Diſciples 
and ſaid to him, Dt thou know, that the Phariſces when the 

heard this wird ,were ſdandalized ? Biit be anſwe ire, ſaid, 
All planting which my heavenly Faiher bath not pleatid, (hal 
be rooted up. Let them alone; blind they are, guides of the blind: 
and if the blind be guide to the blind, bo(b [all mt the ditch. 
And Peter anſwering, ſaid to bim, Expound us this Para- 
ble But beſaid, Arc you alſo as yet without underſtanding ? 
Do you not underſtand, that all | hat eatreth into the month,coerh 


20 #nto the belly, and u caſt forth into the yrivy ? But the things 


that procced out of the mouth, come forth from the heart, and 
thoſe things defile a man, For ſrom the heart come forth evi 
cogitations, murders, adulterits, fornicatioas, theſis, falle te 
ſtimones, blaſphemy: Theſe are the things that defile + but 
to eat will powiites binds, doth not defile a man. 


Aloralities, 


I, He ſpirit of man is wretched, and makes ic 

T ſelfe buſineſs by being diſquiered with per. 
ty little things ; and tormenting it ſelf with forma- 
lities , whiles it lives. ina deep neglect of all thar, 


reaton of his abſtinence from covering that which 39 which is moſt eſſencial to her ſalvation. The pha- 


cannot be had. 

5. We muſt not offer tolimit our goodneſs, but 
23 it comes from an infinite God, we ſhould make it 
as near, being infinite, as we can. He gives the lie to 
virtues, who will reduce them to a certain number, 
We mult never be weary of well doing, but imitate 
the nature of celeftial things, which never make any 
end bur to begin again. 


Aſpiration. 

God, what ſpots are in my ſoul, and how lit. 
- tle do 1 lookinto my own imperfections? Wilt 
thou never ſhew me to my ſelf, ( for ſome good 
time) that I may cure my ſelf by horrour of ſceing 
what | am, ſince 1 do fo often wound my ſelf, by 
being ro0 indulgent to my own naughty affeRions, 
It is a great offence to break the glaſs which repre- 
ſenteth me to my ſelf by brotherly corre&ion, & ro 

think , I ſhall commit no more {ins when no bod 


riſces did place their perfeQtions in waſhing them- 
ſelves every hour of the dayin bearing writs of the 
Law upon their forcheads , and chorns upon their 
heels , but made no ſcruple to take away the ho. 
rour due to fathers and mothers from their chil. 
dren : to make ſpoil of the world by a ravenous a. 
varice (which rook upon it the appearance of piety) 
and to give up innocent blood under the ſhew of ju- 
ſtice. The world doth now turniſhic felt with ſach 


40 like devorions. «ome make ic a {in to look upon a fair 


flower wigh delight : to eat with a good appetite - 
ro drink cool wine in hot weather : .to burn a pa- 
per, upon which the name of Jctus is written ; *ro 
tread upoa two ltraws that lie a crols.But to ſet mo- 
ney to uſury,to remember injuries tor ever,to keep 
a pvor workinans wages,ro oppreſs the weak,to ac- 
cuſe the innocent, to ſpoil miſerable perſons: Theſe 
are the little ſins which paſsfor virtues in this world. 
Aſſure your ſelf that ſuch proceedings are abomi- 


will take liberty to reprove me. I will humble my 50 nable before God; and there can be no better de- 


ſelfto the very duſt, and mount up to thy glory by 
contempt of my own baſcneſs : Alaſs, muſt my foul 
be always ſo'far in love with it ſelf, that it cannor 
ſuffer the remonſtrance of a friend? how will it then 
endure the tooth of an enemy ? what can ſhe love 
being ſo partial to her ſelf, if ſhe do not love moſt 
ugly darkneſs, O my redoubted Maſter,I fear thine 
eyes which ſee thoſe obſcurities , which the fooliſh 
world takes to be brightneſs, 1f | cannot be always 


votion in the world, then to have a true and right 
feeling of God, and to live in honelly, nor ſophilii- 
cated , but ſuch as is produced out of the pure lights 
of rature. The conſcience of hypocrites 1s a ſpiders 
web, whereof no garment canever be made. Hypo- 
crilie is a very ſubril fault,and a ſecret poiſon, which 
kils other virtues wich cheir own ſwords. 

2, Jeſusis our great maſter , who hath abridged 
ſix hundred and thirteen Precepts ol the old Teſta- 


innocent, make me at leaſt acknowledg my ſelf faul- 60 ment within the Law of love. Do but love ( faith 


ty, that I may know my ſelf as | am; to the end thou 
mayelt know me for an obje& capable of thy mercy. 


The Goſpel upon Wedneſday the third 
week in Lent, S. 4.atthew 15. 


The Phariſees asked Jeſus , Why do thy Diſciples 
contradi ancient Traditions 


Saint Axgxſtine) and do what you will ; but then 
your love muſt go to the right fountain, which is, 
the heart of God, Ir isin him you muſt cheriſh and 
honour your neareſt triends ; and for him alſo you 
are bound-to ove even your greateſt enemies. Be- 
not afraid to ſhew him your heart ſtark naked, that 
he may pierce it with-his arrows ; for the wounds of 
ſuch an archer are much more precious then rubies, 


T= ca me to him from Jeruſalem, Scvibes ,and Phari. 12 You ſhall gain all by loving him ;, and death it ſelf : 


«68 ſ-yingy t#hy do thy Diſciples tranſere's the tradition 
of the ancients ? For they waſh not their bands when they eat 


which comes from this love, is the gate of life. If 
you love him truly, you will have the three condis- 


tions 


ENTERTAINMENTS &r 


tions of loye, whnch are, to ſerve him, to imitate 
him, and to ſuffer tor him. You muſt ſerve him with 
all fidelity in your prayers,and all your aQtions:you 
muſt imitate him ( what poſſibly you can) 1n all the 
paſſages of his life, And you muſt hold it for a,glo- 
ry to participate ( with a valiant patience) all the 
fruits of his Croſs. 
Aſpirations. 


Great God, who judgeft all hearts, and doeſt 


LENT, 


for us: How do we kriow, whether we deſiring to 
be delivered from a lickneſs, do not ask of God to 
take away a gifc which is very neceſſary to our ſal. 
vation? That malady or aflition which makes us 
diſtaſte worldly pleaſures, gives us a diſpoſition to 
talte the joys of heaven. 

3. How many lick perſons in the heat of a Fea- 
ver promiſe much ,and when they are wel again;per- 
form nothing. That body which carried all the 


penetrate the molt ſecret retirements of our 10 marks of death in, the face, is no ſooner grown 


conſciences, drive away from me all counter. 
feit Thariſaical deyotions , which are nothing bat 
ſhews, and cannot ſubſilt but by falſe apparencies. 
O my God, my Jeſus, make me keep the Law of 
thy love, and nothing elſe. It is a yoke which brings 
with it more honour then burden, It is a yoke 
which hath wings, but no heavineſs : Make me 
ſerve thee, (O my Maſter) ſince thou beholdeſt the 
ſervices of all the Angels under thy feet : Make me 


ſtrong by health ( which rejoyceth the heart, and 
fils the veins with blood) but it becomes a ſlave to 
ſit, The gifts of God (being abuſed) ſerve for no- 
thing but to make it wicked ; and fo the ſoul is kil- 
led by recovery of the fleſh. Bur tliis pious wo- 
man, 1s no ſooner on foot , but ſhe ſerves the Au- 
thour of life, and employes all thoſe limbs, ( which 
Jeſus cured of the Feayer) to prepare ſome provi- 
ſions to refreſh him. He that will not :uſe the trea- 


imitate thee, ( O my Redeemer) lince thou art the 20 ſures of heayen with acknowledgment , deſerverh 


original of all perfe&tions : make me ſuffer for thee, 
(O King of the afflicted) and that I may not know 
what it 1s to ſuffer, by knowing what it is to love. 


The Goſpel upon Thurſday the third 
week in Lent, S. Luke 4, 


Jeſus cured the Feaver of Simon's Mother 
in Law. 

AXE Feſus riſing up out of the Synagogue, entred into Si” 

mon's houſe, and Simon's wives mother was holden with 
a great Feaver, and thry b:ſought him for ber. And ſtanding 
over br , be commanded ithe Feaucr , and tit left ber: And 
incontinent riſing, ſhe miniſtred to thim, Aud when the Sun 
was down , all that bid diſeaſed of ſund'y maladies, brought 
them to him: But he impoſing hands upon every one., cured 
hem. And D-uils went out from many , crying and ſaying, 
that thou ait the Son of God. And rebuking them, be ſuffered 
them not to ſpeak that they knew he was Chriſt. And when 
ft was day , going forth, he went intoa deſart place, and 
tie multitudes ſonght him, and cams evtu unto bim : and they 
held bim, that be (h11ld wot depart from them. To wiom be 


never to Keep them. When a man 1s recovered from 
a great ſickneſs , as his body is renewed by health : 
ſo on the other {ide , he ſhould renew his ſpirit by 
virtue, The body, (faith $. Maximns) is the bed of 
the ſoul, where it ſleeps too eaſily in continual 
health, and forgets it ſelf in many things. - But a 
good round ſickneſs doth: not onely move , bur 
turn over this bed, which maketh the ſoul awake ; 
to think on her ſalvation, and make a total conyer- 


ZO ſ10n, 


Aſpirations. 


Word Incarnate , all Feavers and Devils flie 

before the beams of thy redoubted face. Muſt 
nothing but the heat of thy paſſions always reſiſt 
thy powers and bounties ? Towhat maladies and 
indiſpoſitions am | ſubjeRt? I have more diſeaſes in 
my ſoul then limbs in my body. My weakneſs bends 
under thy ſcourges,and yet my fins continue (til un- 
moveable. Stay, ( O _ Lord) ſtay thy ſelfe 


ſaid, 'ihit 10 other Cities alſo muſt 1 Evangelize the King- 4© near me, Caſt upon my ull and heavy Eyes, One 


dom of God : becauſe therefore I was ſent, And he was preach- 
ing in ibe S/aagogues of Gililers 


Aoralities. 
þ A <oul within a ſick body, is a Princeſs that 
dwels in a ruinous houſe : Health is the 
beſt of all temporal goods ; without which, all ho- 
nours are as the beams of an eclipſed ſun > Riches 
are unpleaſing,and all pleaſures are languiſhing. All 
joy of the heart ſubliſts naturally in the health of 


the body. Bur yer it is true, that the moſt healthfull 50 


perſons are not always the moſt holy. What profir 
15 there in that healch, which ſerves for a provoca- 
tion to (in, for an enticement to worldly pleaſure, 
and a gate to death ? The beſt ſouls are never bet- 
ter nor ſtronger, then when their bodies are ſick : 
their diſcaſcs are roo hard for their mortal bo- 
dies, but their courage is invincible. Ir is a great 
knowledge to underſtand our own infirmities, Pro- 
ſperity keeps us from the view of them, but adver- 


firy ſhews them to us. We ſhould hardly know 6 


what death is, if ſo many diſeaſes did not teach us 
every day that we are mortal,;Semiram:s the proud- 
eſt of all Queens had made a law,whereby ſhe was to 
be adored in ſtead of all the gods, but being hum« 
bled by a great ſickneſs, ſhe acknowledged her ſelfe 
to be but a woman. 

2. All the Apoſtles pray for this holy woman 
which was ſick, but ſhe her ſelf asked nothing, nor 
did complain of any thing. She leaves all co God, 


beam from thoſe thine eyes , which make all forms 
clear, and all diſaſters happy. Command that my 
weakneſs leave me, and that I may ariſe to perform 
my ſeryices due to thy greatneſs, as 1 will for e- 
ver owe my falvation to thine infinite power and 
bounty, | 


The Goſpel upon Friday the third week 
in Lent,Satnt Fobn 4, 


Of the Samaritan woman at JacoB's Well, 
near Sichar. 


H* cometh therefore into a City of Samaria, which is 
called S:char, beſide the Mannour that Facob gave to Fo- 
ſeph his Son. Aud there was there the fountain of Facob. 
Teſus thereſore wearied of bis joxrney, ſate [o upon the fountain. 
It was about the ſixth bour, 

There cometh « woman of S1maria to draw water, 7e- 
ſus ſaith ty her , Give me todrink : for bis Diſciples were 
gone iato the Cityto buy meats : thyeſvie that Samaritan wo- 


oO Men ſaith to him , How doſt thou, being a Jew, ash of me tg 


drink, 1inch,am a Samaritan woman ? for the Fews do uot 
communicate with th» Samaritans. Jeſus anſwrred and 
ſatd to ber, If th1u didfi krow the g ft of Gad, and wyo be ts 
that ſaith uatoth:e , Give me to drink, thou pMhaps would(t 
b rve a5k'd of him, and be would have erv'n thee living water, 
The woman {aith 10 him, Sir, neither haſt thou wherein tg 
draw, and the well is deep; whence haſt thay the Lving 
water ? Art thou greater then our Father Facob who gave 
us the well, and himſelf drank of #: , and his children and 
bj: Catiel. Feſus anſwered. and ſard to her, Every one 
that drinketh f this water , (hill thirſt again; but be that 


who- is onely Maſter of life and death. She knew 70 {#27 drink of the water that 1 wi? give bim, ſhall 


that he which gives his benefits with ſuch bounty , 
bath the wiſdom to chuſe thoſe which are moſt fir 


not thirſt for ever : but the water, that 1 will give bim, ſhall 
become un'o him a fountain of water ſpringing ap unto 
life everlalling, Toe womag ſail) tohim, Loid, give me 
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this water , that 1 mary not (hirſt, nor come bither to 
draw. 

Feſus ſaid ta her, Go call thy bushand , and come hither, 
The woman anſwered and ſaid , 1 bave no busband. , 7e- 
ſus ſaith 16 ber , Thou baſtſ. id well that 1 have no hus- 
band : for thou bait bad five hubands, and he 'whon 
tho: now baſt, is not thy husband. Thu thou baſt ſaid 
tinly, 

the woman ſaith to him, Lird, 1 percezve that thou 
ar: a Prophet. Orr Fathers adored in this Mountain, and 
you ſay, that Jeruſalem u the place where men muſt 
alore, Feſus ſaih to her, 
h1ur ſhall come, when you ſhall neither in this Moun- 
tain, nor in Jeruſalem , adore the Father. You adore that 
you know not: we adoje that we know for ſalvation 
is of the Fews : but the hour cometh , and now u , when 
the true adorers ſhall adore the Father in ſpirit and ver1- 
ty. For the Father alſs ſceketh ſuch to adore bim. God 
u a ſpirit , and they that adore him, muſt adore in ſpirit 
and veiity. The woman ſaith tobim, I know that Meſſt- 
as cometh, ( which # called Chriſt) therefore when be 
cometh , be will ſhew us all things. Feſw ſaith to her, I am 
be that ſpeake with thee. 


And incontinent bis Diſc'tles came : and th:y marvilled 20 do amuſe worldlings,t 


that be talked w.th a woman. No man for all that ſad, 
11hat (eck. ſt thou, or why talkeſt thow with ber? The 
1 oman thcreſore left her water pot , and ſhe wint into 
the City, axd fath ta theſe men, Come and ſce a man 
that hath told me all things whatſoever I have done; Is 
nat be Chriſt ? They wen: fo-th therefore out of the City, and 
came 10 him, 

In the mean time the Diſciples deſired vim , ſaying,Rab- 
b;, cat. But he ſaid io them, I bave meat to cat which 
you kncwnor. The Diſcipl-s therefore ſatd one to another » 
bath ay man brought bim for toeac ? Jeſus ſaith to them, 


My me:t is to do the will of him that cat me, to per- 4 


felt his worch. Do not you (ay , that yt there are fony 
moths, and brrueſt cometh ? Behold I ſay to you, lift 
K> your eyes ,aud ſee the Countrics , that thiy «re white 
already to harveſt : and be that reapeth, vecerveth lire, and 
g-thereth fruit unto life everlaſiing, that both be that 
ſow?th , and he that reapet}!, may repoyce together. For in 
this is the ſaying t:ue, that it is one man that ſoweth, and tt 
is anither that reapeth. 1 have ſeat you to reap that for which 
you laboured not : o hers have [aboured , aud you have en- 
tred iat0- bei labouts. 

And of that C:1y many believed tm him of the Samari- 
tans , for the wnid of the Woman giving 1teſlimory, that 
hs told me all things whatſiever I have dene. Thrrefare 
when the Samaritzas were come 10 him, they d fired bim 
that he would tariy there. And be tarried there two days. 
And many more bcliev.d for b's owa word: and ticy ſaid 


. fo the iroman , That new , not for thy ſaying do we be- 


ls've : for our (elves have heard , ani do know , tha this 
78 the: Saviour of the world indced. 


Aforalities, 


T. He God of all power is weary, the main 
ſea deſires a drop of falt water : the King of 


Angels becomes a ſuppliant for a lirtle part of all 5© 


that, which is his own. This Goſpel ſhews us clear- 
ly the love of God toward humane nature, and the 
infinite zeal which he hath co the ſalvation of ſouls, 
Is1t not a thing, which ſhould load us with confuſi- 
on, td ſee, that he who is filled with all felicities hath 
only one thirft, which is, that we ſhould thirſt at- 
ter him ? and that we ſhould make chief account 
of that living water , which he carrieth within his 
breaſt , which indeed properly is grace, the onely 
way to glory. 

2, Behold the difference between 7acebs Well 
and the Well of Jeſus, between contentments of the 
world, and the pleaſures of God, The Well of 7a- 
cob is common to men and beaſts; to ſhew unto us , 
that a man which glorifieth himſelf of his ſenſual 
delights, makes a Trophey of his own baſerefs, and 
a Triumph of his faulc,” It is juſt as if Nebachad- 
e227 forſaking his Crown and throne ( to tranl- 
form himſelf into a beaſt ) ſhould brag, that he had 


woman believe me, that the y & dogs which ftrive to catchit. 


"thoſe delights a 


brings us to the ſociety of Angels. The water of 
rrp? though it be but a water for beaſts, yet it is 
ard to obtain : There are many which run mad at. 
ter riches, honours and contentments of this world, 
and can never come to poſſeſs them : They livein 
a mil}, and gain nothing out ofir, but the noiſe and 
duſt. They turn round about upon the whicel of 
diſquiet, and never reſt, But if good fortune 
ſometime caſt thema bone, there are a hund-ed 
All their life is no- 
thing but expectation, and their end onely deſpair, 
Whereas the Well of Jeſus is open to all the world, 
he ſeeketh, he asketh, he calleth, he giveth gratis , 
he requireth nothing of us bur our ſelves, and would 
have us for no. other reaſon but _—_ make us 
happy. The Well of Faccb begetteth thirſt, but 
coth not queneh it, Do not you conlider that the 
Samaritan woman left her pot there, and did not 
drink ? Afﬀeer ſo many fantaſms and illuſions, which 
fv muſt part from the world 
with great thirt. But the fountains of our Saviour 
free us from the deſire of all creatures, and do eſta. 
bliſh within mans ſpirit, an obje& of which rhe 
heart can never loſe the delight. O happy Sama- 
ritan ! (faith Saint Ambroſe ) which lett her por 
empty, that ſhe might return full of Jeſus Chriſt. 
She did no wrong to her fellow Citizens, for if ſhe 
brought no water to the Town, yet ſhe made the 
fountain it ſelf come thither. 

3. Is it not a ſhameful thing that God ſhould 
ſeek us amongſt the heats of his love and ſufferings, 
defireth nothing but us, is contented with the poſ- 
ſeſsion of our heart, and yet we cannot be content 
with him ? Shall not we torſake all the diſorders of 
a ſenſual life which hinder the effe&t of Gods grace? 
Shall not we forſike and leave behind us our pitch- 
er, bidding farewel to all thoſe occafions which lead 
us to ſin, toavoid that fire whereof we have reaſon 
to fear the ſmoke ? 


Aſpir ations. 


(Unexbauſtible fountain of all beauties) that 
my ſoul hath been long alienated from thee! I 
have ſo many times run after the falt waters of 
worldly pleaſures and contentments which have not 
ceaſed to kindle a wicked thirſt within my veins, in 
ſuch a violent proportion, that I could not quench 


it,But now(O ſweet Savioar)my ſoul (being weary 
and diſtaſted with all the fading delights of this tranf- 
irory world) doth languiſh inceſſantly after thee. 


Whether the break of day begin to gild the moun- 
tains with his brightneſs, wherher the Sun be ad yan- 
ced high in his courſe,or whether the night do caſt 
a dark vail over all mortal things. I ſeek and de- 
fire thy entertainments,vjhich are the only ſweet Ie 
dea's of my ſoul. I plunge my felf within the con- 
templation of thy greatneſs, 1 adore thy powers. 
The firft, which rorments me ( by loving thee) is fo 
precious, that 1 would nor loſe it to drink NeQr , 
and I canneyer quench it, but in the ſtreams of 

nd pleaſures, which proceed from 
the throne of the holy Lamb. 


. The Goſpel upon Saturday the third week 


in Leat, S. John the 8. 
Of rhe woman found in adultery, 


AN Feſus went into the Mount Olivet, and early in 
the morning again be came 4:to the Temple, and the peg- 


gottena handſom ſtable;and very good hay. «But 70 ?'* £277" to him, and ſtring be ravght them. 


the fountain of Jeſus holds init the water of gra» 
ces, a wholeſom water, pure and Chriſtalline, which 


And the Scribes and Phari[ees bring a Woman taken in 
adultery , and they did ſet ber in the midſt , and ſaid to him, 
Miſter , this womin was even ow taken in adultey, And + 


#7 


ENTERTAINMENT for 


ia the law Moſes commmded to ftone ſuch. What ſayeſft thou 
therefore ? and ths they (aid tempting bim, that they migbt 
aceuſe bim. But Feſus b1wing himſelf down, with bis finger 
wrote in the earth. when they therefore continued asking him 
he liſted up himſelf, and ſaid t0 them, He that 1s without ſin 
of you let bim firſt throw the ſtone at her. And again bows 
ing himſelf, he wrote mn the earth. And they bearing went out 
one by one, beginning at the Sexronrs, aad Jeſus aloae ve main- 
ed, and th: woman ſtanding in the mid(t. And Feſms liſting up 
himſelf, ſaid to ber, Woman, where are they that accuſed thee? 


Hath no man condemned thee ? who ſaid, No man, Lord, . 


LEN T, 


were ſuch. Feſus therefore went up into the menuntain, and 
there be ſate with his Diſciples, And the Paſcha roas at bazd, 
the feſtival day of the Fex:8. when Jeſus therefore bad ified 
up his eyes, and ſaw that @ very great mulittude cometh to 
him, be ſaith to Philip,whence fhh ill we buy bread, that theſe 
may eat ? and thu be ſaid, tempriag bim, for bimſelf knew 
what be wauld do. Philip anſwered bim, two bundred Perrys 
worth of bread is no: ſufficient for them, that every man may 
tche alittle prece. One of bu Diſciples, Andrew the bro ber 
of Simon Peter, ſaith to him, There is a Boy bere,that hath five 
Barly loaves, and two Fiſhes, but wit ave theſt among ſo ma- 


And Jeſus [aid, N, ither will I condema thee. Go, and now TO ny? Feſus therifore ſaith, Mike the men ſit down. And 


ſin no more. 
Aforaliies. 

I, En natarally love better to cenſure the life 

M of another , then to examine their own, 
The Ravens accuſe Doves, and he fits often upon 
a Tribunal to condemn vice, who doth lodge 
it in his heart, Many reſemble the Cocks which 
crow againſt a Baſilisx, and yet bear the ſeed of ir 
in their entrails. Reaſon would alwayes, that we 
begin to reform others, by the cenſure of our own 
life. No word can carry ſuch life and vigour with 
it, as that which is followed by aCtion. To talk all 
and do nothing , is to build with one hand, and de- 
ſtroy with the ocher.The land of the living ſhall ne- 
ver befor thoſe, who have their tongues longer 
then their arms. 

2. To what purpoſe isit to ſpeak good words, 
and yet lead an ill ife? A man can neither hide bim- 
ſelf trom God nor himſelf : his conſcienceisa thou- 
ſand witneſſes. Thoſe,who were ready to lift up their 
hands to tone the adulterous woman, were diyer- 
red, anddeparted with confuſion , ſeeing their ſins 
written inthe duſt, with certain figures to expreſs 
them. If-we could always behold our own life betore 
our eyes (as a piece of Tapiftry ) we ſhould there 
ſee ſo many Serpents amongſt flowers, that we 
would have more horrour of onr own fins, then 
will to cenſure thoſe who are like our ſelves. 

3. God ſhews mercy , but would not ſuffer his 


mildneſs to be abuſed,fin muſt not print its ſteps up- 40 


on his clemency. It is a falſe repentance for a man to 
at that which himſelf hath condemned : and after 
ſo many relapſes, to take bur one fall into everlaſt- 
ing pain, The ordinary Gloſs obſerves, that our Sa- 
yiour bended down, when he wrote upon the earth, 
to ſhew, that the remembrance of our fins lay heavy 
upon him : Bur when he began to pardon, he aroſe 
up; to teach us, what joy and comfort he takes in 
the Kingdom of his mercy. 
Aſpirations. 


3 
() Covereign Judge, who fitteſt upon a Tribu- 


nal ſeat, borne up with truth and power ; make 
me rather judge mine own life, then cenſare the 
lives of others. Muſt I be full of eyes without, and 
blind within ? ſhew me my ſtains, and give me wa- 
ter to waſh them qurt. Alaſs! Iam altogether but 
one ſtain, and thowhart all purity. My ſoul is aſha- 
med to ſee it ſelf ſo dark before thy light , and fo 
ſmutted over, before thine immortal whiteneſs. Do 


not write me upon the ground, asa child of earth ; 60 


write mein heaven, ſince I am the portion which 
thou haſt purchaſed with thy precious blood : Blot 
out my ſins, which are but roo deeply. graven upon 
my hands ; and pzrdon, by thine infinize mercy,what 
thou mayeſt condemn by juſtice. 


The Goſpel upon Sunday the fourth week 
in Lent, S. fobn 6. 


Of the five Fiſhes, and two Batly loaves. 


AT theſe things Feſus went beyond the Sea of Galilee , 


whic'\ &r of Tiberias ; and a great multitude followed 
him » becauſe they [aw the þgns which ve did upon thoſe that 


there was miich graſs inthe place, The men therefore ſate 
alown, is number about five thouſand. Feſus therefore took the 
loaves, and wen be bad given thanks, he diſtiibuted to them 
tht ſate. In like manner alfo of the Fiſhrs, as much as they 
world. And after they were filled, he ſaid to his Diſciples , 
Gather the fragments that are remaining, left they be loſt, They 


gathered therefore, and filled twelve baskeits with fragments of 


the five Baily loaves which remained ta thim that bad caten. 
Thoſc men therefore when they had ſ.en wh:t a ſtzn Feſus had 
done, ſaid, Thatthis is the Prophet indeed tha' ts to come in'o 
the world. Feſus therefore when be kuew thai they woul4 


20 come to take him, and make him a Kjng, ve fled a3 ain into the 


mou: ain bimſelf alone. 


Moral:ties, 
L, V7 a happy thing itis to ſerve God, 


whoſe converſation is ſo worthy all love | 
See how he carried himſelf roward this poor mul- 
titude, which followed him with ſuch zeal and con- 
ſtancy. It ſeems they were his children, that he car- 
ried them all-upon his ſhoulders , that he had their 


30 names, their Countries, their qualities, and the con- 


ditions of their ſmall fortunes graven in bis hearr. 
He is ſo tender over them, he ſo afMflits himſelfabour 
them,as a Shepherd over his poor flock. He inſtructs 
them, be ſpeaks to them of heavenly things, he heals 
their maladies, he comforts their ſadneſs, he lifts his 
eyes up to heaven for them ; and for them he opens 
his divine hands (che treaſures of Heaven) gnd nou- 
riſhes them by a miracle,as they had wholly reſigned 
themſelves to him wich ſuch abſolute confidence. O 
how are we cheriſhed by keaven, {ince God doth 
bind himſclf co help us ! And we fhould be unfaith. 
full not co truſt him, who makes nature it ſelf ſo 
faithful to us. It is here mich co be obſerved, thar 
God doth no miracles for his own profit.he doth not 
change ſtones into bread in the defart to nouriſh 
himſelfafter that long faſt which he did there make: 
bur for bis faithful ſervants he alters the courſe of 
nature ; and being auſtere to himſelf, he becomes 
indulgent to us , to teath ns,that we ſhould deſpoil 


© fg. 
our ſclves of ſelf-loye, which ties us to our own fleſh, 


and makes us ſo negligent to our neighbour. 

2. What precious thing is to be gotten by fol- 
lowing the world, that we ſhould forſake Jeſus in 
the Defart,and run after vaine hopes at Courr, and 
great mens houſes, where we pretend to make ſome 
tortune ? How many injuries muſt a man difſemble2 
How many affronts muſt he ſwallow ? How many 
deadly ſweats mult he erdure,to obtain ſome reaſo- 
nable condition 2 How many times muſt he ſacrifice 
his children, engage his own conſcience, and offer 
violences to others, to advance the affairs of great 
men ? And after many years ſervice, it any fore. 
air*d or ruinous buſineſs commirted to his charge(in 


the purſuit whereof he mult walk upon thorns) ſhall ' 


chance to miſcarry, all the fan]; muſt be laid upon a 
good officer; and if he provewunlucky, he ſhall ever 
be made culpable,and inthe tarning of a hand/all his 
good ſervices forgotten and laſt - and for a fira! re- 
compence,he mult be loaden with infinite difgraces. 
It is quire contrary in the ſervice of God-for he en- 
courages our virtues, he ſupplies our defects,governs 
our ſpiritual, and yer neglects not cur temporal oc- 

CA11ONS, 


G0L 


THE PENITENT; or, 


caſons, He that cloaths the flowers of the Meadows 
more gorgeoully then Monarchs,who lodges ſo ma- 
ny little Fiſhes in golden and azure fhels, he, who 
doth but open his hand and repleniſhes all nature 
with bleflings,if we be faithiul in keeping his Com. 
mandments, will never forſake us at our need. But 
yet we fird all the difficulties of the world ro put 
our truſtin him,we vilfie our cares of eternity :and 
by ſecking after worldly things whereby to live, we 


torment our ſelves,& in the end loſe our own lives, 10 


A man that muſt dy,needs very few worldly things, 
a yery little Cabbin will ſuffice nature, but whole 
Kingdoms will not ſatisfie covetouſneſs. 

3. Jeſus flies from Scepters,and runs to theCrols, 
he woutd have no worldly Kingdoms, becauſe their 
Thrones are made of Ice,& their Crowns of Glaſs, 
He valued the Kingdom of God above all things , 
that he might make us partakers of his precious con- 
queſt and infinite rich prize. But now it ſeems that 


heaven is not a ſufficient Kingdom for us , men run 20 


after land, & itch after the ambition of fading great- 
neſs : and ſometimes all their life paſſeth away in 
great ſins,and as great troubles, to get a poor title of 
three letters upontheir Tomb, Alats |! do we know 
better then God, in what honour conſiſts , that we 
muſt ſeek after that which he did avoid,and not imi- 
tate that which he followed ? 

Let us follow God, and believe that where he is, 
there can be no defart or ſolicnde for us, They ſhall 


never taſte the delights of virtue that feed upon the 3O 


joys of vanity, All worldly pleaſures are Comets, 
made fat wich the ſmokes na vapours of the earth , 
and inſtead of giving light and brightneſs, they bring 
forth murders and contagions: but the following of 
God is always ſweert,and he which ſuffers thereby , 
changes his very tears into nouriſhment, 
Aſpiration. 

'S My. God! Shall 1 always run after that which 
flies from me,and never follow Jeſus who fol- 


lows me by incomparable paths, and loves me even 40 


while 1 am ungrateful, 1 will no more run after the 
ſhadows of worldly honour,i will no more bave my 
own will, which both is,and bath proved ſo unfaith- 
ful. I will put my ſelf into the happy courſe of Gods 
diſpoſition, for all which ſhall happen unto me, ei. 
ther in titne or eternity ; his careful eye watches 
over me,it is for me that his hands have treaſures, 
and the-very Deſarts poſſeſs abundance. O cruci- 
fied love, the moſt pure of all beauties , it is for thee 


that ſo many generous Champions have peopled the go 


Defſarts,and paſſed the ſtreams of bitterneſs ard ſor- 
row, bearing cheir croſſes after thee; and thereupon 
haye felt the ſweetneſs of thy viſits among their 
cruel rigours, God forbid, that 1 ſhould give the ly 
to ſo great and ſo generous a company, 1 go to thee 
and will follow thee amongſt the defarts I run not 
afcer bread, I run after thy divine perſon, 1will 
make much of thy wounds, 1 honour thy torments , 
I will conform my ſelf to thee, that | may find joy 


amongſt thy dolours, and life it ſelf amongſt thine gg 


infinite ſufferings. 


TheGoſpel uponMunday,the fourth week 
in Lent, S. John 2, 


Of the whipping buyers and ſellers out of 
the Temple. 
| Nd h: Paſche of the Fews was at haud, and Jeſus went 
up to Jeruſalem, and be found in the Temp/e them that 
ſold Oxen, and Sheep, and Doves, aud the Bankers foiting, 
An | when be had made, as it were, a whip of little cords, he 


caſt them all out of the Temple, the ſheep alſo and the oxen,and 7 


the meny of the Bankers be poured ont, and the tables be over- 
thiew. And tethem that ſold Doves, ke ſaid, Take away theſe 


things bence, and make not the houſe of my Faider, a bonſe of 
merchandiſe. * And bis Diſciples rimembs cd that it 3s wiitten, 
The zeal of thy houſe hath eatin me. The Jen: 8 therefore an- 
ſmwered, and ſaid to bim, what ſign dceſt thou ſkew ms, that 
thou doeft tleſe things ? Jeſus anſwered aid ſaid ro thim, 
Diſſolve this Temple, and it three I will raiſeit. The Jews 
therefore ſaid, in ſcurty and fix years was this Temple built, 
and wilt thou raiſe it in three days ? But he ſpake of the Temple 
if bis boy, Therefore » hen he was riſen again from the dead, 
hu Diſciples |remembred that be (aid this, and they believed 
the Scripture, and the word that Jeſus did ſay. And whenhe 
was at Jeruſalem in the Paſche upin the feſtival day, many 
believed in bis namr,ſecing ba ſigns which he did. But Feſus 
did net commit himſelf uato them, fo- that he krew all, and be- 
cauſe it was not needſul for bim that azy ſhould give teſtimony 
of man : for be knew what was it man, 


foralitics, 


I Pj? isa ſilver chain hanged up aloſt, w* ties 

.& heaven and earth, ſpiritual and temporal, God 
and man together. Deyotion is a virtue derived to 
us from the Father of all light, who gives us thereby 
means to hold a traffick or commerce with Angels, 
All which is bere below, ſinks by its proper weight, 
and leans downward toward natural corruptio:Our 
ſpirit though it be immortal, would follow the 
weight of our bodies, if it were not indued with the 
knowledge of God which works the ſame effe in 
it, as the Adamant doth with iron: for it pierceth 
and gives it life, together with a ſecret and power- 
ful ſpirit, from Ahh all great actions take their be- 

inning : You ſhall never do any great act, if the 

onour of God, and the reverence of ſacred things 
ſhall not accompany all your pretences lor if you 
ground your piety upon any temporal reſpe&ts,you 
reſemble that people, which believes the higheſt 
mountains do ſepport the skies. 

2. There are no ſins which God doth puniſh more 
rigorouſly, nor ſpecdily,then thoſe which are com- 
mitted againſt devotion and picty: He doth not here 
take up the ſcourge againſt naughty Judges,uſurers 
and unchaſte perſons, becauſe the Church is to find 
remedy againlt all faults which happen in the life of 
man. But if a man cornmit a fin againſt Gods Altar, 
the remedy grows deſperate. King 0zias felt a le. 
profie riſe upon his face at the inſtant when he made 
the fume riſe from the cenſer, which he uſurped fro 
the high Prieſts. Ely the chief Prieſt was buried in 
the ruins of his own bouſe, tor the ſacriledge of his 
children, without any conſideration of thoſe long 
ſervices, which he had performed at the Tabernacle. 
Keep your ſelf from ſimonies , from irreverence in 
Churches , and from abuſing Sacraments. He can 
have no excuſe, which makes his Judge a witneſs. 

3. Jeſus was violently moved by the zeal which 
he bare to the houſe of his heavenly Father. Bur 
many wicked rich men limit rheir zeal onely to their 
own families. They build great Palaces =_ the 
peoples blood,and they nothing care though all the 
world bein aflorm, fo lorg as they (and what be- 
longs to them) be well covered. But there is a re» 
venging God who doth inſcnſibly dry up the roots 
of proud Nations, and throws diſgrace and infamy 
upon the faces of thoſe , who negle the glories of 
Gods Altars to advance their own. He who builds 
without God,doth demoliſh, and whoſoever thinks 
to make any great encreaſe without him, ſhall find 
nothing bur ſterility. 


Aſpiration. 


Ep pure Spirit of Jeſus , which waſt con- 
ſummate by zeal toward the houſe of God , 


© wilt thou never burn my heart with thoſe adored 


flames , wherewith thou inſpireſt chaſte hearts ? 
Why.do we take ſo much care of our houſes (wbich 
are 


- 


are built upon quick-filver , and roll up 4nd down 
npon the inconftancies of humane fortunes) while 
we have no love nor zeal towards Gods Charch , 
which is the Palace which we ſhould chooſe here up- 
on earth,to be as the Image of heaven above ? [ wil 
adore thy Altars (all my life)with a pr>found humi- 
liry.But 1 wil firſt make an Altar of mine own heart, 
i I will offer ſacrifice , to which 1 doubt nor 
but thon wilt put fire with thine owne hand. 


The Goſpel upon Tueſday, the fourth 
week in Lent, S. John, 7, 


The Jews marvel at the learning of Jeſus who was 
never taught. 
# 


Nd when tht feſtivity was now half done, Feſus went up 
*nto the Temple and taught. And the Jews marvelled , 
ſaying, how doth thus man know letters, whereas he hath not 
learned ? Feſus anſwered them, aud ſaid my dattrine is not 


mine but bu that ſent me. If any man wild do the will of vim, 20 ceive 


he ſhall underſtand of the doftrine, whither it be of God, or 1 
ſpeak of my ſelf ; be that ſpeaketh of himſelf, ſecheth bis own 
glory, but be that ſceheth the glory of him that ſeat bim, be is 
true, and injuſtice in him there u not. Did not Moſes give 
you the Law, and none of you doth the Law ? Why ſcek you to 
kill me ? The multitude anſwered and ſaid; thou haſt a De- 
vil; who (ceheth to kill thee ? Jeſus anſwered and ſaid to 
them, One work 1have done, and you do all marvel, There- 
fore Moſes gave you circumciſion, not that it uw of Moſes, but 
of the Fathers , and inthe Sabbath yz cireumciſe a man. If 
a man receive circumctſioninthe Sabbaih, that the law of 
Moſes be not broken; are you angry at me becauſe 1 bave healed 
a man wholly in the Sabbath ? Fadge not according to the face, 
judge juſt judgement. : 

Certatn therefore of Jeruſalem ſaid, Is nat ibis be whom 
they ſeek to hill : And behold, he ſpeaks openly, and they ſay 
n0:brno to him. Have the Princes knows indeed that this is 
Cbriſt 2 But this man we hnow, whence be ts. But when 
Chrift cometh no man knoweth whence he is. Feſus therefore 
cried in the Temple, teachriag and (aying, Both me you do know, 
and whenge 1 am you know , and of my (elf 1 am not come. But 
be is true ibat ſent me, whom you know not. I know bim, be- 
cauſe I amof him, and he ſent me. They ſought therefore to 
apprebend him, and 10 mai laid hands upon bim, becauſe bis 
hour was not yet come. But of the multitude many belzeved 
in him. 

MAboralities. 
: ] T appears by this Goſpel that Jeſus was judged 


according to apparercies , not according to 
truth. Ir 1s one of the greateſt confuſions which is 
deeply rooted in the life of man, that every thing is 
full x Jerterany and in ſtead of taking it off with a 
ſpunge, we foment ic,and make our illuſions volun- 
tary. The Prophet Iſaiah adviſeth us to uſe our 
judgement,as men do leavento feaſon bread. All the 
objeRs preſented to our imaginations, which we e. 
ſeem, are fading, if we do not add ſome heavenly 
vigour to help our judgment. 

2, To judge according to apparences 1s a great 
want both of judgment and courage. The firſt 
makes us prefer vanity before truth; the fecond 
gives that to filk and golden cloaths, which is pro- 
perly due to virtue : We adore painted coals, and 


certain dark fumes covered outwardly with ſnow ; 69 


Burt if we did know how many great miſcries, and 
what beaſtly ordure is hidden under cloth of Gold, 
filk, and ſcarlet, we would complain of our eyes for 
being ſo far withour reaſon.[t is a kind of Apoſtacy 
and rebellion againſt Gods providence, to judge 
withour calling God to bea preſident in onr coun- 
ſel ; or to take in hand any humane inventions with. 
our the aſſiltance of his Spirit. 

3. God is pleaſed to lodge pearls within cockles 


and beſtows his treaſures of wiſdom and virtue, ma- 70 


ny times upon perſons, who have the moſt unfaſhio. 
nable outfides, to countercheck humane wiſdom , 
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He makes his oratours of thoſe who a-e ſpeechleſs , 
and numbers of frogs and flies to overthrow mighty 
armies. He makes Kings out of ſhepherds, and ſerves 
himſelf of things which are not, as if chey were, The 
moſt pleafing Secrifice which he receives upon earth, 
is from the hymble; and when we deſpiſe thoſe, we 
divert the honours of God. We offer Sacrifice to 
the worlds opimon, hke the Sages of Egypt; who 
did light candles and burn incenſe to Crocodiles, 


IO The Jews loſt their faith ro follow apparences : and 


there is no ſhorter way to Apoltacy, then to adore 
the world and neg]et God” 

4. Anill opinion make folks many times paſs a 
raſh. judgment : They mount into Gods chair to 
judge the hearts of men : The chait doves are uſed 
like Ravens, and Ravens like Swans. Opinion puts 
falſe ſpe&acles upon our eyes, which make frults 
ſeem virtues, and virtnes crimes, Yet never:heleſs 
we ſhould think that virtuous pe: 10ns will not con- 
an ill ſuſpicion of their neighbeur without a 
very ſure ground : Saint fohy Climaru faith, fire is 
no more conttary to water, then rafh judgment is 
to the ſtate of repentance, It is a certain ſ1gn, ' that 
we do not fee our own ſins, when we ſcek curiouſly 
after the lealt defets of onr neighbour, If we would 
but once enter into our ſelves, we ſhould be fo buſic 
ro lament our own lives, that we ſhould not have 
time to cenſure thoſe of others. 


Aſmirations, 


'S Judge moſt redoubtable , who doſt plant thy 
Throne within the heart of man, who judgeit 
the greateſt Monarchs, without leaving them power 
ro appeal ; Thy judgments are. ſecret and impene- 
trable : That which ſhines toour eyes like a Dia- 
mond, is like a contemptible worm 1n thy ballance. 
That which we value as & Star thou judgeſt to be a 
coal. We have juſt ſo much greatnels, virtue, 
and happineſs, -as we have by entrance into thy 
heart. And he whom thou eſteemesſ, needs nor 
the judgment of mortal man. Noinnocent is ju- 
ſtifted, nor guilty perſon condemned without thee , 
and therefore I will from henceforth judge onely 
according to thee. I will lay down ail my affecti- 
ons, and take thine, ſo far as I fhall bz able, and [ 
will account nothing great, but what ſhall be to in 
thy eſteem. 


The Goſpel upon Wedneſday the fourth 
week in Lent, Saint John 9, * 


Of the blind man cured by clay and ſpittle. 


Nd Feſus "paſſing by, ſaw a bliad man ſrombis nativity * 
ind ic Diſciples ached him, Raboi, who hath paned, this 
m :n 0: bis parent's, that be ſhld be born blind, Jeſus au- 
ſwered, Weither tz s man (i A 4; nor his pr ens; but that 
the wo ks of Gd my be manifeſted in him. I muſt work the 
works of 4m that ſent me whziles it is dy, the web: cometh 
when n1 min can wh. Aslons as T1 am in the world, 1 am 
the aght of the world. When he had ſaid theſe things, be (pit oz 
tie ground, and made clay of thr ſpi tle, and (pred the clay 
491 1s eyes, and ſaid ty him, Go, waſh inthe Pool of Silo , 
wnich iS interpyited, ſeat, He went therifore and waſhed , 
and be came [ceizg. 
Theref ure the atrehvours, and tixey which had ſeen him he- 
ſore, that be wis a beggar, (ard, Is not this be that fate and 
beeged ? Others ſaid, that t':;3 is he. But others. 22, not (0, 
but bers lih:h m. But h: ſaid Tambs, They [aid therefore 
to him, How were thine eyes opened ? He anſwered, thatman 
that is called Felus, made cliy, and encinted mine eycs, and 
ſaid to me, Gotuthe Pool of Sil and waſh * and I went and 
waſh:d , and IT ſaw. And they ſaidto (4m, tthercis be? 
He ſaith, 1 know no. They b(41g 4m that had bera blind '0 
the Phwriſees ; and it was the Sabbath when Feſus made the 
clay, and opened bis eyes, 
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 Aziin therefore the Phariſees athed him, bow he ſaw. But 
he ſajd to them, he put clay upoz mine eyes, aud I waſhed,aud 
I fee. Certain therefore of the Phariſees ſaid; Thu man u not 
of God, that keepetb not ſhe Sabbath. But others ſaid, How 
can 4 man thit 8 a ſinner do theſe ſigns ? And there was a 
ſchiſm among them. They ſay therefore to the blind again. 
Thou, what ſayeſ? thou of bim that opencd thine eyes ? And be 
ſaid, that he ws a P/ophet. The Jews therefore did not be- 
lieve of him, that be had becz blind, and ſaw, until they cal- 
led the Parents of him that ſaw, and asked them ſaying ; 1s this 
Jour ſon, whom you ſay that he was born blind ? huw then doth 


name the letters, but never can produce one right 
good word. 


_ 4. Others deſtroy themſelves by falfe lights, who 


being wedded to their own opin:ons, and adoring 
the Chimera's of their ſpirit, think themſelves full 
of knowledge, juſt and happy , that the ſun. riſeth 
onely for them,and that all the reſt of the world is in 
darkneſs ; they conceive they have the faireſt ſtars 
for conduRours ; but at the end of their carcer, they 


be now ſee? His parents anſwered them, and ſaid, we know 10 find (too late) that this preterded light was but an 


that this is our ſon, and that he was bora blind : but how be 
now ſeeth we know 2o0t, 07 who hath opened his eyes we know 
not, atk himſelf, be is of age, le: bimſelf [peak of bimſelf- Theſe 
things bis parents ſaid, becauſe thiy feared the Jews. For 
the Jews had now conſpired, that if any man ſhould confeſs 
him to be Chriſt, be (hould be put ou! of the Synagogue. There- 
fore did bis parents ſay, that be u of age, ask himſelf. They 
thereſore again called the man that bad been blind, and ſaid 10 
him , Give glory to God, we know that this man is a ſinner, 

He therefore [aid to them, 1hethey be be a finer, 1 know 
wot ; one thing I know, that whereas 1 was blind, now 1 ſee. 


Tenis fatuns, which led them to a precipice of etec- 
nal flames, Itis the worſt of all follies to be wiſe in 
our own eye-ſight, and the worſt of all temptations 
is, for a man to be a devil to himſelf. 

5. Thoſe ruin themſelves with too much light , 
who have all Gods law by heart, but never have any 
heart to that law. They know the Scriptures, all 
learning and ſciences : they underſtand every thing 
but themſelyes : they can find ſpots inthe Sun ; they 


They ſaid therefore to him, What did he to thee ? How didbe 20 can give new names to the ſtars; they perſwade them- 


open thine eyes ? He anſwered them; 1 have now told you , and 


you have heard, why will you b:ar it again? will you alſo be-" 


come his Diſciples ? They reviled him therefore, and ſaid, be 
thou his Diſciple ;, but we are the Diſciples of Moſes : we kaow 
that to Moſes God did ſpeak : but this man we know not 
whence he is. The man anſwered and ſaid to them, For in 
this it is marvellous, that you know not whence be x and be 
bath opened mine eyes. And we know, that ſinners God doth 
not bear. But if a man be a ſerver if God, and do the will of 
bim, him be beareth. From the beginni g of the world it bath 
z0t been heard, that any man hath opened the ey's of one boin 
blind ; and unleſs this man were of God, be could aot do any 
thing. They anſwered and ſaid tohim, Thou waſt wholly 
born in ſns,and doſt thou teach us? And they did caft him fo'th. 

Feſus beard that they bad caſt him forth, and when be 
bad found him, he ſaid to him, Doſt thow believe in the Son of 
God ? He an{wered and ſaid, Who 18 he, Lowd, that I may be- 
lieve in bim ? And Jeſus ſaid to him, Both thou haſt ſera him, 
and he that talketh with thee, hert is. But be ſaid, I believe 
Lord : and falling down, he adored h.m, 


Moralities. 
lb: J= the Fatber of all brightneſs ( who walked 


accompanied with his twelve Apoſtles, as the 4© 


Sun doth with the hours of the day) gives eyes to 
a blind man, and doth it by clay and fpittle : to 
teach us, that none hath power to do works above 
nature, but he that was the Authour of it. On the 
other ſide,a blind man becomes a King over perſons 
of the cleareſt ſight , and being reſtored to light, he 
renders again the ſame, to the firſt fountain from 
whence it came. He makes himſclf an Advocate to 

lead for the chieteſt truth, and of a poor beggar 
Cn a confeſſour , and after he had deplored his 
miſery at the Temple gate,rteacheth all mankind the 
eſtate of its own felictties, We ſhould (in imitation 
of him) love the light by adoring the fountain of ir, 
and hehave our ſelves as witneſſes, and defenders of 
the truth. 

_ 2. Godisalight, and by his light draws all unto. 
bim ; he makes a break of day by bis grace in this 
life, which becomes afterward a peric& day for all 
eternity. But many loſe themſelves in this world 
ſome for want of light, ſome by a falſe light, an 
ſome by baving too muck light, 

3. Thoſe loſe themſelves for want of light, who 
are not at all. inſtructed in the faith and maxims of 
Chriſtian Religion , and thoſe 1n ſtead of approa- 
ching near the light, lovetheir own darkneſs. They 
| hate the light of their ſalvation, as the ſhadow of 
death : and think, that if you give them eyes to ſee 


their blindneſs, you take away their life. If they ſeem 
Chriſtians, they yet have nothing bur the name and , 
the appearance , the book of Jeſus is ſhat from 
them, or if they make a ſhew to read, they way 


4 60 


ſelves,that God is all that they apprehend: Burt after 
all this heap of knowledg, they are tound to be like 
the Sages of Pharach : and can produce nothing bur 
blood and frogs: They embroil & trouble the world; 
they ſtain their own hives, and at their deaths leave 
nothing to continue but the memory of their fins.! t 
would be more expedient for them(rather then have 
ſuch light) to carry fire, wherewith to be burning in 
the love of God, and not to ſwel and burſt with that 


30 kind of knowledge.All learning which is not joyned 


with a good life, is like a picture in the air, which 
hath no table to make it ſubſiſt. It is not ſufficient to 
be elevated in ſpirit(like the Prephets)except a man 
do enter into ſome perfe& imitation of their virtues. 
Aſpirations. 

'@ Fountain of all brightneſs, before whom right 

can haye no vail, who ſeeſt the day fpring out 
of thy boſom, to ſpread it felf over all nature, will 
thou have no pity upon my blindneſs ? will there be 
no medicine ſor my eyes,which have fo often grown 
dull and heavy with carthly humours.O Lord,l want 
light, being always ſo blind ro my own fins.£o many 
years are paſt, wherein 1 have dwelt with my ſelf, 
and yet know not what | am. Self. love maketh me 
ſomerimes apprehend imaginary virtues in great, 
and ſee all my crimes in little. I roo often believe my 
own judgment,and adore my own opinions as gods, 
and goddeſſes, and if thou ſend me any light, I make 
ſo ill uſe of it, that I dazle my felf,even in the bright- 


FO nels of thy day ; making little or no profit of that 


which would be ſo much to-my advantage, if I were 
{o happy as to know it. But henceforth 1 will have 
no eyes but for thee : 1 will onely contemplate thee, 
(O life of all beauties ) and draw all the powers of 
my ſoul into my eyes, that 1 may the better appre- 
hend the myſtery of thy bounties. O caſt upon me 
one beam of thy grace ſo powerfull, that it may ne- 
ver forſake me till ] may ſee the day of thy glory. 


The Goſpel upon Thurſday, the fourth 
week in Leat, S. Luke the 7, 


O\ the widows Son raiſed from death to life at Naim by ou: 
SAVIOUR 


, N4 it came to paſs afterward be went into a City that « 
called Naim,an1 there went with bim bis Diſciples, and 

a very great multitute : Ard when be came nigh to the gate of 
the C:ty, behold a dead man was carried forth, the onely Son of 
his mother : and ſhe was a widow and a great multitude of 
the City with her, whom whcn our Lord b1d (cen, bring moved 
with merty upen her,he [aid to her, Weep not. And he came 
near , and touched the Coffin : And they that Carried it, flood 
ſtill : and he (aid : Young mm, I [:y to thee, Ariſe. And 
be thit wis deadſate up, and began to freak, Ahndhegave 
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bir tohis mithi; + and fear took they all ; and they mrgnift- 
ed God, ſaying, That a great Prophet is riſen among #s : and 
that God bath viſited his people. And this ſaying went forth 
iato all Jewry of him, and into all the Countrey about. 


Moralities, 

J Eſus met at the Gates of Naim, (which is inter- 
.Y preted the Town of Beauties) . a young man car- 
ried to burial; to ſhew us, that neither beauty nor 
youth, are freed from the laws of dearh, We fear 
death, and there is almoſt nothing more immortal : 
here below every thing dies, but death ir ſelf We 
ſee himalways in the Goſpels, we touch him every 
day by our experiences, and yu neither the Gol- 
pels make us ſufficiently faithful, nor our expericn- 
ces well adviſed. 

2.1f we behold death by his natural face,he ſeems 
a little ſtrange tous, becauſe we have not ſeen him 
well ated. We lay upon him ſythes, bows, and ar- 
rows , we put upon him uply antick faces, we com- 


paſs him round about with rerrours and illuſions,of 
all which he never ſo much as thought. It is a pro- * 


found ſleep, in which nature lets it ſelf fail inſenſi- 
bly, when ſhe is tired with the diſquiets of this life. 
It is a ceſſation of all thoſe ſervices which the ſoul 
renders to the fleſh.it is an execntion of God's will, 
and a decree common to all the world, To. be dif. 
quieted and drawn by the ears, to pay a debt which 
ſo many millions of men ( of all conditions ) have 
paid before us, is to do as a frog that would ſwim a- 
gainſt a ſharp ſtream of a forcible rorrent, We have 
been, as it were dead, to ſo many ages which went 
before us : we die piece-meal eyery day : we aſſay 
death ſo often in our ſleep , diſcreet men expe&t 
him, fools deſpiſe him, and the moſt diſdainful per- 
ſons muſt entertain him. Shall we not know and 
endeavour to do that one thing well, which being 
once well performed,will giye us life for ever? Me- 
thinks it is rather a gift of God todie ſoon, thento 
ſtay late amongſt the occaſions of (in, 

3. It is not death, but a wicked life we have cauſe 
to fear. That only,lies heavy, and both troubles us, 
and keeps us from underſtanding and taſting the 
ſweets of death. He tbar can die to ſo* many little 
dead and dying things ( which makes us die every 
day by our unwillingneſs to forſake them)ſhall find 
that death is-nothing to bim. Bur we would fain 
(in deaih) carry the world with us upon our ſhoul. 
ders to the grave, and that is a thing we cannot do. 
We would avoid the judgment ofa juſt God, and 
thatis a thing which we ſhould not ſo much as think. 
[.et us clear our accounts before we die, Jet us take 
o:der for our ſoul by repentance , and a moderate 
care of our bodies burial : let us order our goods 
by a good and charitable teſtament, with a ſecret 
dire&ion for the poor , ' for our children and kin- 
dred, to be executed by fit perſons. Let us put our 
ſelves into the proteRion of theNivine Providence, 
with a moſt perfe& confidence: and how can we 
then fear death, being in the arms of life ? 

A 8ptrations, 


I'S 


of death, and a thouſand terrours ſhall conſpire a» 
gainlt me on every ſide, ro diſturb my quiet, 1 will 
fear nothing, being placed in the arms of thy pro- 
vidence. O my ſweet Maſter, do but once touch the 
winding-ſheet of my body, which holds down my 
ſoul ſo often within the fleep of death and fin.Coms« 
mand me to ariſe and ſpeak, and then the light of 
thy fmorning ſhall never ſet, my dilcourſes ſhall be 
always of thy praiſes, and my lite ſhall be only a 
contemplation of thy beautiful countenance. 


The Goſpel upon Friday the fourth week 
in Lent, S. John, 11. 
Of the raiſing of L:zarus from death. 

N4 there was 4 ccitain ſich man, Lazarus of Eethania , 

cf the Town of Mary and Matha her ſiſter. ( And Mary 
was (h: that anointed our Lo;d with ointmeat, and wiped bis 
feet with her hatr, whoſe brothe: Lagarus was (ich) bis (ifters 
therefore ſent to hum, ſaying, Lo:d, behold he whom thou laveſt, 
is ſuk. And Jeſus b aring, ſaid to them, Chis fichneſs u not 
to death, but for the glory of God, that the Sou may be glorified 
by it. | And Feſus loved Maitha and her fifler Maiy, and La- 
«11M. ASheheard iberefore that he was (1ch,then be tarried 
wu the ſame place two days : The aſier this be ſaith to bis Diſ- 
ciples, Let us go ants Ferry again. The Diſciples ſay to him, 
R :bb;; now the Jews [ough: to flone th.e, and gocſt thou thither 
again? Jeſus auſweied, Ae there not twilue houres of the 
day? If 4 maa walk in the day, he ſtumbleih nor, becanſe he 
ſeeth the Lght of ths world : but if b: walh ia the nigh tghe ſtums 
bleth , becauſe the lyzht i» not ia him, * Theſe things be ſaid: 
and af.cr this be ſaith to them, Lazarus our ſread ſlrepetb ; 
but I ga that I may vai/c himfrom ſlcep. Ha D.{.4, les theres 
fore ard, Loid, if be ſleep he ſhall be ſeſe. But 7:{us (pake 


_ of 4 dea b, aad thty thought that he {pcke of the ſl *ping of 


\ Jeſus, fountain of all lives, in whoſe boſom all g, 


things arelivings : Jeſus, the fruit ofthe dead, 
who haſt deſtroyed the Kingdom of death , why 
ſhould we fear a path, which thou balt fo terrified 
with thy ſteps, honoured with thy blood,and fanRti- 
fied by thy conqueſts ? Shall we never die to fo ma- 
ny dying things ? All is dead here for us, and we 
have no lite , if we do not ſeek it from thy hearr. 
What ſhould I care for death, though he come with 
a!l thoſe grim, hideous, and antick faces, which men 
put upon him ; for when 1 ſee him through thy 
wounds, thy blood, and thy venerable death, I find 
he bath no ſting at a!l, If I ſhall walk in the ſhadow 


ſtizep. Then iberefore Feſus (17d to them plainly, 1.4% 41s is 
dead, and 1 amglad for your ſake, tha: you may b. lieu, be- 
cauſe I was n0t there; bu: lot us go to hin. Thanas therefore 
wi'0u called Didymus.ſaid to his condiſciples,L't us alſo go to dy 
with im Jeſs therefore came, aud found him aow brving 
been {our days in the grave. And Bethania was nigh to Feru- 
ſalem, about fifteen ſurlongs. And many of the Jews were 
come io M itha and Maiy to comfort thim concerning their 
brother. Martha therefore when ſhe keard that Feſus was come, 
went to meet him: but My fate at home. Martha thee- 
fore ſaid to Jeſus, Lord, if thou hadſt been here, wy breth oy 
had not died» Bit now alſo 1 know, that what thing (oever 
thou (halt ask of Gol, G.d will give thee. Jeſs faith ta 
ber, Thy brother (hall ie. egain. Martha ſaith tobim, 1 
know thet hz ſhall riſe again in the veſurrefti a in the laſt 
day, Feſus ſaid to her, Iamthe reſurreftion ard the [ſe : 
be that belzeveth im me, although hc were dead, ſhall live. And 
ecey one that live h, and bel;ev#th in me, [ha!l n3t dy for 
ever.  beltevelt thu this ? Shs (aid tob.m, Tea, Loid, 1 
hve believed that thou ait Chriſt the Son of God, that art 
come ito this World, 
Atoralities. 

I Ur Saviour Jeſus makeshere a ſirong aſſault 

upon death,ro cure our infirmitics at the coft 
of his deareſt friend: : He ſuffered Laz.rraus whom 
he loved tenderly, to fall into a violent ſickneſs, to 
reach us , that the bodiesof God's favourites are 
not free from infirmities , and thar, to make men 
Szints, they muſt not enjoy too much health. A ſoul 
1s never more worthy to be a houſe for God, then 
when ſhe raiſeth up the greatneſs of her courage, 
the body being caft down with ſickneſs. A foul 
which ſuffers, 1s a ſacred thing. All the world did 
touch our Saviour before his paſſion, the throng of 


pzople preſſed upon him , but after lis death he 


- would not be rouched by S. Mary Afagailen, be» 


cauſe he was conſecrated by his dolours, 

2. The good titers diſpatch a meſſenger, not to 
a ſtrange God, as they do who ſeek for health by 
remedies , which are a thouſand times worſe 
then the diſeaſe; But they addreſied themſelves 


co the livirg God, the God of lite and death, to 
drive - away death, And-to recover life, they 
were content only to ſhew the wound to the faith. 
ful friendſhip of the Phyſician , without preſcri.. 
bir's 
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bing any remedies : for that is beiter left ro his pro- 
vidence, then committed to our paſſion. 

3. He defers his cure to raiſe from death. The 
delay of Gods Favours, is not alwaies a refuſal, buc 
ſometimes a double liberality. The yows of good 
men are paid with uſury : It was expedient that La- 
z4r# ſhould die , that he might triumph over 
death , in the triumph of Jeſus Chriſt. Ir is here 
that we ſhould alwaies raiſe high our thoughts, 
by confidering our glory in the ſtate of reſurreti- 
on; he would have us believe it, not only as it is 
a leſſon of Nature imprinted above the skies , up- 
on the plants or elements of the world , and as a 
dofrine which many ancient Philoſophers bad by 
the light of nature ; bur alſo asa belief, which 1s 
faſt joyned to the faith we have in the Divine Pro- 
vidence , which keeps our bodies in truſt under its 
ſeal within the boſom of the earth , ſo that no pre- 
ſcription of time can make laws to reſtrain bis 
power, baving paſſed his word , 
2.4r#us,who was but as one grain of ſeedin reſpet of 
all poſterity. 

4. Jeſus wept over Lazarns , thereby to weep 
over us all. Qur evils were lamentable , and could 
never ſufficiently be deplored , without opening a 
fountain of tears within heaven, and within the e1es 
of the Son of God. This is jultly the River which 
comes from that place of all pleafure to water Para- 
diſe. How could thoſe heavenly tears come from 


teſtimony of me. They ſaid therefore to him , Wheye is thy Fa. 
ther > Jeſus anſwered, Neither me do you know, nov »;y Father: 
if you did knew me , perhaps you might know my Father alſo, 
theſe words Jeſus ſpake in the Treaſury teaching m the Temple, 
and no man apprehended him ,, becauſe his hour was not yet 
come. 
AMoralities. 

oof bs iS in the bleſſed Trinity a communi- 

cating light, to which nothing is communi- 
cated : another light which is communicative and 


10communicated : and a third light which is com- 


municated , but not communicating. The firſt is 
the heavenly Father, who gives but takes nothing. 
The ſecond 1s that of the Son , who takes from his 
Father and gives to the Holy Ghoſt all that can be 
given; The third is the Holy Ghoſt, which re- 
ceives equally from the Father and the Son 
and doth produce 'nothing in the Trinity. But 
Jeſus illaminating from all eternicy , this ſtate 
( for ever to be adored ) did youchſafe to deſcend 


and raiſed up La- 20 into the country of our darknels, to ſcatter it by his 


brightneſs. It is be that hath thrown down the 
Crocodiles and Bats from Prophane Altars , who 
hath broken ſo many idols , who hath overthrown 
ſo many Tempfrs of the adulterers and murdering 
eds, to plant the honours of his heavenly Father, 
He bath inveſted the world during ſo many ages, 
with the ſhining of his face. He doth not ccafe to 
give light , nor to kindle in our bearts many inſpi- 
rations , which are like ſo many ſtars to condudt us 


any other , then the place of all delight , ſince they 30 to the fountain of all our bappineſs. You are very 


iſſued from a brain, ard from eyes which were uni- 
ted to the divinity ? And how ſhould they not wa- 
ter Paradiſe, ſince for ſo many Ages they have 


flowed over the Church for producing the fruits of” 


juſtice, The balm of Egypt could not grow with- 
out water of that Well , which was commoniy cal- 
led the Fountain of Jeſus : becauſe the bleſſed Vir- 
gin had there waſhed the Cloaths of her dear Son ; 
And we have no Odour of virtue , nor good con- 


blind if you do not ſee this, and much more wiſera- 
ble if you deſpiſe ir. 

2: It is moſt dangerous to do as the Jews did, 
to ſpeak every day to the light , and yet love their 
own darkneſs. Screech-owls find holes and nights 
to keep themſelves from day , which they cannot 
abide. But he that flies from the face of God : 
where can he find darkneſs enough to hide himſelf? 
When he ſhal be within the gulf of fin, his own 


verſation , ( which is not directly barren) except 40 conſcience will light up a thouſand torches to ſee 


it be induced with the merit of our Saviours tears. 
Eies of my 


Aſpirations. 
O Saviour, from whence the Sun 

receives bis cleareſt light: fair eies which 
only deſerve eternal joyes and delights. Why 
ſhould you this day be moiſtned with tears? Thou 
doſt give me ( O only love of my heart) the bloud 
of thy ſoul, before thou ſhedſl that of thy body, 
There are ſo many things to make me weep, and [ 


his puniſhments. It is the worſt of all miſchiefs, ro 
pay for thecontempt of the fountain of light by 
ſuffering eternal darkneſs. 

2, Let us behold the converſation of Jeſus Chriſt 
as a ſea mark, ſtickt all over with lights : his life 
Sives Meng of his Sanctity : his miracles pub- 
liſh his power ; his law declares his infinite wiſdom, 
his SanQity gives us an example to imitate , his 
power gives the ſtrength of Authority,to make him 


feel them ſo little , that if thy tearsdo not weep for $9 the more readily obeyed, and from his wiſdom, 


me, I ſhal alwaies be miſerable. Water then ( O 
my ſweet Maſter) the barrenneſs of my foul from 
the fountain of bleſſing, which 1 have opened with- 
in thine eies and heart : I have opened it by my 
fins, and let ir, I beſeech thee,bleſs me by thine inf. 
nite ngerc}es. : 


The Goſpel upon Saturday, the fourth 
week in Lent, S. John. 


Upon our Saxiours words , I am the light of 
the world. 


A therefore Jeſus ſpake to them, ſaying 1 am the light of 
the world , he that followeth me , walketh not in darkneſs, 


but ſhal have the light of life. The Phariſees therefore ſaid to 
him , Thou giveſt teſtimony of thy ſelf, thy teſtimony is not true. 
Feſus anſwered and ſaid 10 them, although I do give teſttmony of 
my ſelf , my teſtimony is true; becauſe 1 know whence 1 came 
and whither I go : but you know not whence I came , or whither 
T go. You judge according tothe fleſh, I do not judge any man. 
And If 1do judge, my judgment is true, becauſe 1 am not alone, 


faithis given us to regulate and govern our belief. 


Aſpirations. 

() My Lord Jeſus, the ſpirit ofall beauties, and 

F# the moſt viſible of all lights, what do the ejes 
of my ſoul, if they be not alwaies buſied in the con. 
templation of thy brightneſs. When I find thou art 
departed from me, me thinks I am buried within 
my ſelf, ard that my ſoul is nothing elſe , but a ſe. 
pulchre of 'terrours , phantaſms and deaths ; But 


60 when thou returneſt by thy viſits and conſolations, 


I am chearfully revived , and my heart leaps in thy 
preſence, as a child rejoyceth at ſight of his dear 
nurſe, O Light of lights, which doſt illuminate man 
coming into this world , I will contemplate thee 
at the ſan riſing above all creatures. 1 will follow 
thee with mine cies all the day long, and1I will 
not leave thee at ſun-ſetting, for there is nothing 
can be in value near like thee, It belongs only 
to thee, (O Sun of my Soul } to ariſe at all hours, 


but IT and he that ſent me, the Father. And in your law itis JO and to give light at Mid: night » 6s well as at Noott- 
written; thatthe _—_— of two men is true. 1 am he that give 
nd he that ſent me , the Father , giveth 


zeftimony of my (elf ; a 


The 


The Goſpel upon Paſſion Sunday, Saint 
John the 8, 


Upon theſe words, Who cafi'accuſe me of ſin ? 


Wt you (ball argue me of fin ? If I ſay the verity, 
-why do you uot belteve me? He that u of God, beay- 
ethihe words of Gad : therefore you bearaor, becauſe you are 
not of God. The Jews thereſore anſwe- ed, and [aid to him, Do 
not we ſay well that (bou art « Samaritan, and haſt a Devil ? 
Teſus anſwered, 1 have no Devil : but 1 do honour my Father, 
and you have diſbonoured me. But 1 ſeek not mine avon glary, 
Tice 18 that ſeeketh and jadgeth. Amen, Amen, t ſay to you, 
if aay.man k'ep my word, wy vr, not ſce death for ever. The 
Zews theceſure ſaid, now we have hnown that thou haſt a De- 
vil; Abiaham is dead, and "he Prophets, and thou ſayeſt, if 
any man keep my word, h* ſhall not taſte death for ever. Why, 
at thou greater then our Father Abrabam who u dead ? And 
the Prophets are dead. uhom doeſtihou make thy ſelf ? Je- 
ſus anſwered,if I do glorify my ſelf,my glory is nothing. It 1s my 
Father that g/0:ifeth mc, whom you ſay that be « your God,aud 
you have not kaown him, but 1 hnow him. And if 1 ſhall ſay 


ENTERTAINMENTS for LENT. 


of us deſpiſe it, We ſo much love the day of man, 
that by the force of roo much love to.it, we forget 
the love of God. We ſhould, ard muſt contemn 
thoſe periſhing dayes of worldly honours and plea- 
ſures, which are covered with eternal night, that we 
may partake the eternity of that, beautitull day, 
which ſhall never have any eyening, 
Aſpirations, . f 
# N God of purity, in whoſe preſence the Angels 
(raviſhed with admiration) do cover their ta- 
ces with rheir wings, and have no fweeter extaſies, 
then the admiration of thy beauty : The lars are 
not- pure. enough before thy redoubted Majeſty, 
The Sun beholds thee as the true Authour of his 
light. Thou onely canſt purifie all hnmane kind, by 
a ſanity which ſpreads it ſelf over all Ages. Alas, 
I am confounded to ſee my ſinfull ſoul ſo often dyed 
black with ſo many ſtains, and beaſtly ordures, be- 
fore thoſe moſt pure. beams of thy glory. Waſh, 


that 1 know bim ot, 1 ſhall br like to you, alier: but 1 do 20 O waſh again our all that which diſpleaſech thee, 


baow hin, and d» heep bu word, Abraham your father rejoy- 
ccd that be might ſce my day, and be ſaw an{w1s glad, Toe 
Fews therefore [aid 's bim, Thu haſt no' yet fifty years, and 
haſt thiu ſeen Abraham ? Jeſus ſaid tothem, Amen, Amen, I 
ſay to yon, before that Ab-abam was made, I am. ' They took 
ſtones therefore" ta caſt at bim., Biit Feſus bid bimſelf, and 
went out of the Temple. 
Aforalities. _ 

1.” He Saviour of the world being reſolved to 

T is death as the Prieſt of his own ſacrifice, 
and facrifice of his prieſthood, ſhews that it is an 
eff: of his mercy,and not a ſuffering for any fault. 
He doth advance the ſtandard of the Croſs (which 
was the puniſhment of guilty perſons) bur he 
brought with him innocency, which is the mark of 
Saints: he honours it with his dolours,and ſanQifies 
it with his bloud, to glorifieit in the eſtimation of 
all the juſt. He is wituout ſpot, and capable to take 
all tains, by his infinite ſanctity : and yet he ſuffer- 
ed as a ſinner, to blot out all our lins, It is in this 


ſuffering he would have us all imitate him. He doth 


not requireus to make a heayen,nor ſtars,norto en- 
large the ſea,or to make the earth firm, bur to make 
our ſclves holy as be is holy (according ro our capa- 
city.) And this we may gain by his fayour,which he 
hath by his own nature, No man is worthy to ſuf. 
fer with Jeſus, who doth not purifie himſelf by the 
ſufferings of Jeſus, If we ſuffer in fin, we carry the 
Croſs ot the bad chief. We mult carry the Croſſe 
of Jeſus, and conſecrate onr tribulations by our 
OWn virtues, 

2. It is ſaid that the venomous ſerpent called a Ba. 
filiek (which kills both men and beaſts by his peſti- 
lent breath) kills himſelf when he looks upon a look- 
irg-glals, by the very refleRion of his own poiſon, 
The Jews do here the =_ ſame; They come about 
this great mirrour of ſandtity, which carried all the 
glory of the living God, he caſts his beams npon 
them, but envy, the mother of murder (which 
kills it ſelf onely by the rayes of golden arrows) 


Regenerate in my heart a Spirit, that ſhall be wor- 
thy thy ſelf. How ſhall I follow thee to Mount Ca/- 
varie, if 1 be purſued with fo many ill habits, which 
I have often dete ted before thine eyes ? How can I 
g0in company with the firſt and greateſt of all 
Saints, drawing after me ſo many fins ? The increaſe 
of ry offences would multiply thy croſſes : 1 will 
therefore do my beft ro drown all my imperfections 
within thy bloud. I will procure light to my nights 


30 (by that bright and beautifull day which Abrahams 


ſaw) from that glorions day which took beginning 
from thy Croſs. I willno more care for the day of 
man, that I may the better apply my ſelf to the day 
of God, 


The Goſpel upon Munday the fifth week 
in Lent, Saint Fohn 7. 


Jeſus ſaid to the Phariſees, You ſhall ſeek and not find me : 
and he that is thirſty, let him come to ne. 


N4 the Princes and Phariſees ſent Miriflers to apprehend 
him. Jeſus thereſore ſaid ro'them: Yet a little time, 
and 1 will b: with you, aud 1go to bim that ſent me : you { 6 
me, and (hall not find, and where 1 ans ye cannot come. The 
Zows thereſore ſaid among themſelves, ut bether will this man 
£0, that we ſhall not find bim ?' Will be go into the diſperſion of 
the Gentile, audiench the Geniides : wrat u this ſaying, that 
be vath ſaid ? You (hall ſeck me, and (hall ot fiad : and where 
IT am, y6u £4.49 come. 
And ia tie laſt, the great day of the feſtivity, Jeſus ſtood 
e:4 ericd. ſaying, If any man thizr(t, let bim come to me and 


$0 drink, He that believeth in me, as the Scripture ſaith, out of 


his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water. (And thi be ſaid of 
the Spirit ) that they ſþuuld receive, which bulieved in bim, 
| Moralities. 

1 "= for your comfort this excellent word of 

our Saviour : he that is thirſty and deſires in 
this world to thirſt after God, let him come unto 
me, and he ſhall quench his thirſt at the chiefeſt 
fountain. S$. Arg»ſtine ſaith, We are all here,as Da- 
vid was in the defart of Idumea : our life is a perpe- 


makes them dart out veromous words to diſhorour 69 tual alreration, which will never be ſettled while we 


him : yet his incomparable vircue kills chem, with- 
out loling any of his own brightneſs, to teach us, 
that the beauty of innocency, 15 the beſt buckler a. 
gainſt all flanders. Though it ſeem to be tarniſhed 
for a time, yet her brightneſs will thereby become 
more lively : for it is a ſtar which the blackeR vail 
of night canrot darken. 

3. Abraham did rejoyce at this day of God 2000. 
years before it was manifeſted ro the world: All the 


live. If we be weary, we delire reſt, andif we reſt 
over-long, our bed becomes troubleſom, though it 
ſhould be all of roſes. Then again, we thirſt to be 
in action and buſinefs,which alſo ina ſhort time cires 
us, and puts us into another alteration;and that car- 
riesus again to a deſire to do nothing, All our life 
goeth like Pexelopes web : what one hour effecRs,che 
next deſtroys, We do ſufficiently perceive that we 
are not well in this world : Itis a large bed, but ves 


Patriarchs did long after it , and did anticipate their 90 Ty troubleſom, wherein every man ſtirs and tumbles 


felicities by rhe purity of their thoughts. This bleſ. 
ſed Day hath been reſerved for us, and yet many 


bimſclfup and down, but no man can here attain to 
his perfeR happineſs. 
Sf 2 


a 
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THE PENITENT; or, 


2. This ſhews us plainly that we are made for 
God, & that we ſhould thirſt aſter divine things, it 
we deſire true contentment, There is no default in 
him, becauſe all that can be defired,is there,and yer 
there is no ſaperfluity becauſe there can be nothing 
beyond bim. There only we abound without necet- 
fity,we are aſſured without fear,and glorious with- 
out change. Aud it is there only where we find all 
our ſati-fa&ions perfetly accompliſhed. For to 


ſpeak truth,contentment confiſterh in ſourprincipal 10 


things, which are; to have a contenting obje& , to 
have a heart capable to apprehend tt, to feel a 
ſtrong inclination to it, and to enter intoan abſo. 
lote full poſſeſſion of it. Now God hath provided 
for all this by his infinite bounty. He will not have 
vs affe& iny other obje of pleaſure but his own, 
He is God and therefore/cart have nothing butGod 
for his fatisfa&ion, and intends graciouſly that we 
ſhall have the ſame. He will have us thirſt after him, 


and quench our thirſt within himſelf : and to this, 20 


our lou! is ſingularly diſpoſed ; for as God is a ſpi- 

rit, ſo is our ſoul only ſpiritual, We have fo ſtrovg 
an inclination to love God , that even our vices 
themſelves - ( without thinking what they do) love 
ſomewhat of God. or if pride affe& greatnes, here 
can be nothing ſo great, as the Monarch of it, If 
laxury, love pleafure, God containethall pare de. 

lights in his boſ-m : and this which 1 ſay, may be 
verified of all fins whatſoever. 1f the preſence of a 


The Goſpel upon Tueſday the fifth week 
in Lent, S. Jobn 7. 4D 


Jeſus went not into Jewry, becauſe the Jews had a purpoſe 
to take away his life. 


A? ter theſe things Jeſus walked into Galilee 5 for he would 
nt walk into |ewry » ' becauſe the Jews ſought to kill hin: 
Ani the feſtival dry of the Jews Scenojegia was at hand. And 
b s brethren ſaid i© him, Paſs from hence , and $0 into Tewry, 
that thy Diſciples alſo may ſee. thy works which thon doſt, For 
no man doth any thing in ſecret, end ſeeketh himſelfio be in pub= 
lick 3 if thou do theſe things, manifeſt thy ſelf tothe world . for 
neither did his brethren berogia ee ; leſus therefore ſaith to 
them , My time is not yet come > Ppt = time is always ready. 
The world cannot hate you, but wit it hateth, becauſe I give teſti. 
mony of it, that the works theresf are evil. Go you rp to this 
feſtrval day, 1 go not up to this feſtival day ;, becauſe my time is 
not yet accomp.iſhed. 

#4 hen he had ſaid theſe things, himſelf tarried in Galilee : But 
after his brethren were gone up, then he alſo went uþ to the feſti- 
val day, not orenly, but as it were in ſecret. The Jews there- 
fore ſought him in the feſtival dxy, and ſaid, where is he * And 
there was much murmuying in the multitude, of him. For certain 
ſaid, that he is good. And others ſaid , No, but he ſeduceth 
the multitudes : yet no man ſpake openly of him for fear of the 
Fews. 


Adoralities. 
1.7 Eſus hides himſelfin this Goſpel, (-as the Sun 
within a cloud) to ſhew himſelf at his own 
time : to teach us, that all the ſecrets 'of our life 
conliſteth in well concealing, and well diſcovering 
our ſelves. Ke did conceal the life which he rook 


right obje&,and the enjoying be wanting, we have 30 from nature, when he might have been born a per- 


noihins {o preſent as God. S. Pax! ſaith, We are all 
within bim, within him we live, and within hima we 
have the fountain of all our-morions : we ſee-him 
through all bis creatures, until he take off the veil, 
and fo let us ſee him, and ta{t of his Glory. 

3. A true and perfe& way to make vs thirſt after 
Gods to forſake the burning thirſt which we have 
atter bodily-and worldly geods. Our ſoul and fleſh 
g0 in the ſeycral ſcales of a ballance, the riſing of 


fe& man, as well as Adam,and yet did he hide him- 
ſelf in the hay of a baſe table. He concealeth his 
life of grace, diſſembling under filence, ſo man 

great and divine virtues, as if he had locktup the 
{tars under lock and key , as holy 7ob faith, He 
keeps lecret his life of Glory, retaining for thirty 
three years the light of his ſoul, which ſhould with. 
out intermiſſion have glorified ard caft a divine 
brightneſs upon his body. But when he concealed 


one, puils down the other, Ic is a having two wives, 40 himſelf, the ftars diſcovered him at bis birth , the 


for us to think we can place all our delights inGod, 
end withal enjoy all worldly contentments, A man 
muſt have a conſcience free from earthly matters, 
to receive the infuſion of grace: we muſt paſs by 
Calvary, before we come to Tabor ; and firſt taſt 
Gall with Feſw , before we can taſt that honey. 
comb, which he took after his reſurrection. 


Aſpirations. 


O God, true God of my falvatien , My heart 
w hich feeleth it ſelf moved with an affeRtion. 
ate zeal, thinks always upon thee, and in thinking, 
finds an earneſt thir{ after thybeauties, which hears 
my veins. My ſoul 1s all cozſumed , and I find thar 
my fleſh it ſelf inſenſibly followeth the violence of 
my ſpirit. I am here,as within the Deſarts of Afr;. 
ca,in a barren world,the drought whereof makes ie 
a dire&t habitationfor Dragons. 'O my God, I am 


tormented with this flame,and yer I cheriſh it more 6 


then my ſelf. Will there be no good Lazarzs found 

to dip the end of his finger within the fountain of 

the higheſt Heaven, a little co allay the burning of 

my thirſt? Do not tell me (O my dear Spouſe ) 

that thereis a great Chaos berween thee and me, 

Thou haſt —y paſſed ir in coming to me by thy 
[ 


bounty ; and wilt not thou lift me up then by thy 
mercy ? 


Sun at his death , all the Elements did then confeſs 
him,& all creatures gave teftimony of his Divinity, 

2, We ſhould be well known of God, if we did 
not ſo curiouſly enquire into the knowledge of the 
world, Vanity at this day opens all her gates to 
manifeſt divers men to the world , who ſhould 0- 
therwiſe be buried in obſcurity and darkneſfs.It ma. 
keth ſome appear by the luxurious acceſs of their 
apparel , as ſo many fale creatures, whoſe heads 


50 (being high and coſtly dreſt up)go to the market of 


idle loye, Others by the riches and pomps of this 
world : others by honours and dignities : others 
by the ſpirit of induſtry , and others by the deeds 
of arms and policy. Every one ſets out himſelf to 
be ſeen and eſteemed in the world. It ſeemeth thar 
life is made for nothing bnt to be ſhewed, and that 
we ſhould always live, for that which makes us die, 
We are a kind of walking ſpirits, which return late 
to our lodgings : bur yer nevertheleſs, giving our 


oſelves ſo continua'ly to the world , me-thinks we 


ſhould ar leaſt = with ourſelves every day one 
ſhort hour, It is ſaid , that the Pellican hides her 
Fggs, and that they muſt be ſtollen from her, ro 
make them diſcloſe. But varſity js an egg, which all 
the world batcheth nnder her wings, and none are 
willing to forſake it. 

3.1t it be neediul ro ſhew your ſelfto the world, 
be the known by y our virtues,which are charaRers 
of the Nivinity. Let men know you by your good 
examples, which are the ſees of eternity ,and of all 


70 fair ations. You muſt be known by your almsand 


beunty, which arc the ſteps which God left im- 
printed 


ENTERTAINMENTS for LENT. 


inted in this world, 1f you muſt riſe to honours 
and digniti6s, take them as inftruments of holineſs : 
and be not powerful , but'to be more obliged todo 


good by ſo being. 

(0) God, which didſt conceal thy ſelf , how 
comes it about, that I deſire ſo much ro be 

ſeen, and make my ſelf known to the world ? 

What can I diſcover, if 1 ſhew that which [ am, bur 


Alhbirations, 


2. Jeſus knows his flock , and his flock recipro- 
cally knows him, and in that conſiſts all our happi. 
neſs, to know God , and to be known ofhim. The 
chieteſt of all wiſdom, is to know him , and to be 
known by him, and to be wricten in the Book of 
life, which is the laſt and chiefeſt of all felicities. It 
is true, that he knows all things by the knowledg of 
aciear intelligence , which ſerves the wicked only 
to Ciſcover plainly their crimes : whereas he knows 


only ſin, vanity , miſery , and inconſtancy, which 10 the my by a ſcience of favour and approbation 


make the four elements of my life? To what ſerves 
this itch of ſecing, bur only to receive into our cies 
the ſeeds of curioſity 2 Why do we covet to be fo 
much ſeen , but to expoſe our ſelyesto yanity, and 
ro carry a Torch in a blaſt of wind ? Alafs (O mer- 
ciful Lord) I have very long lived for my ſelf, and 
for the eics of the world , when ſhall begin to hive 
for thee ? $hal I never ſee thoſe happy moments of 
my life , which will receive light only from the day 


which indeed is eternal predeftination. If we be 
unknown to God, we muſt make our ſelves known 
to him by ſome good virtue , which doth nor de- 
pend only upon us. The hrſt beamis of prevenient 
grace , and our'vocation to Chriſtianity , which is 
part of our predeſtination, and is notall within our 
power. We have not been eleed, becauſe we have 
believed in God by our own forces , but we 
believe, becauſe we have been ele&ed. The firſt 


of thy face? Let me (O moſt beloyed of my heart) 20 knowledg come purely from God, bur ic is in us by 


be blind to all the world , fo that 1 may have cies 
for thee, If the condition of my eſtate muſt needs 
ſhew me to the world, letir be to give it part of thy 
light , without receiving any part of that darkneſs 
which covereth it, Let me beinthe world to do 
good, but let me dwell in thee, as within the Foun- 
tain of all goodneſs, 


The: Goſpel upon Wedaeſday the fifth 
week in Lent, S. John 10. 


The Jews ſaid, If thou be the Meſiias 
tell us plainly. 


A* « the Dedication was in Jeruſalem , and it was in winter 
And Jeſus waiked in the Temple in Solonrons Porch. 
The Jews therefore compaſſid him round about, and ſaid to bim, 
How long doſt thou ho'!d our ſaul in ſaſpence 2? if thou be Chriſt, 
cell us openly, Jeſus anſwered them, I ſpeak to you, and you be- 
lieve not- The works that 1 do un the name of my Father , they 
£7ve teſtimony of me. But you do not believe, becauſe you are not 
of my ſheep, My (heep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 


his grace, to purſue this firſt light , and to advance 
our predeſiination to glory, by torcing our ſclves to 


know him perfeRtly,who hath known us fo liberally, 


3. Jeſus will not be known lingly by his words, 
but by his works. Our words mult agree with our 
good ations, as the needle of a clock agrees with 
the ſprings. When we have heard or read ſome 
good doftrine, that Sermon, or reading, muſt paſs 
into our manners. It is ſurely a ſtrange thing , thac 


30 many employ their leiſure to know much , and yer 


will not ſpend ſome con{:derable time, ro make 
themſelves good Chriſtians. We muſt be philoſo- 
phers, more by imitating the example of God, then 
by any ctrious enquiry of his greatneſs. Qur C hri- 
ſtlanite teacheth us, that we ſhould be more know- 
ing and skiltul in the praRiſe of our life , then of 
our tongue , and that we are rather made to per- 
form great ations, then to ſpeak them. We muſt 
have a ſpecial care that our hands do not give our 


follow me, and 1 grove them life everlaſting, end they ſhal not 4O mouth the lie. What can we gan (in the judgment 


periſh for ever,and no man ſhal plack them out of ny hand. My 
Father, that which he hath given me, 1s greater then all, and no 
man can pluck them out  f the hand of my Father. I and the Fa- 
ther are one. 

The Tews took up flones to flone him + Jeſus anſwered them, 
Many good works I have ſhewed you from my Father, for which 
of theſe works do you ſtone me? The 7ews anſwered him, f or 4 
good wor k we ſtone thee not, but for blajphemy, and becauſe thou, 
being a 214 » makeſt thy ſelf God. Jelus anſwered them * Is 1t 
no written in your Law, that 1 ſaid, You are Gods? If þ called 
them Gods, to whom the word of God was made, «ud the Scrifuure 


of God) by being like thoſe trees, which have a fair 
ontſide , garniſhed with leaves, yet good for no- 
thing bur to give a ſhadow, and to make a little 
noiſe when the wind blows? Cod requires of us 
fruit, ſince he isthe Father of all fertilitie, and no- 
thing is barren in the land of the living, 
A/pirations. 
My God, I know thee, becauſe thou was firſt 
pleated ro know me : Thou haſt known me 


cannot be broken : whom the Father hath ſanflified, and fent 5o by thy goodneſs , and] will do my beſt ro know 


into the world, ſay youy Thu thou blaſpemeſt, becauſe 1 ſaid, 1 
am the Son of God? If I do nt the works of my Father, believe 
me not. Butif 1do, and if you will no: belieye me, believe the 
works, thu you may knaw and believe that the Fathey is in me, 
ard I in the Father, 


Atoralities. 
a | He Wolfs encompaſs the good ſhepheard, 
| conmerfeiting Lambs , te draw truth out 
ef his mouth , which they would perſecute. They 
reſembled a certain plant , which carrieth the name 


thee, that I may obtain all happineſs. Othat I might 
know that my name is written in the Book of lite - 
& alſo know the life which I may poſſeſs within the 
heart of Jeſus., in which ſo many lives do live. O 
how ſhould | then find my ſpirit raviſhed in thofes 
beautiful Idza's of glory ? Fix thine eies on me ( O 
Lord) and thon ſhalt thereby bring to me the foun.. 
tain of all happineſs, The Father hath given me to 
thee, and I am the conqueſt of thy precious blood : 


and ſhape of a Lamb, bur hatha contrary ſubſtance, 60 Suffer not a ſoul to be raken away from thee, which 


and different qualities, for it is raveneus as a wolf, 
and devours all the herbs which grow abour it. So 
are there many who do infinuate themſelves into 
the friendſhip of good men, by fair(but counterfeit) 
reſpe&s,tothe end that afterward they may be made 
the obje&t of their cruelty. Thoſe men look after 
the Meſlias in the Porch of Selomon, as Herod ſought 
after him in the Manger , not to adore , but to kill 
him. Their mouth carries hony , when their heart 
batcheth poiſon : but nothing is unknown to God, 
from whom hell it ſelf hath not darkneſs enough to 
bide it ſelf. 


hath coit thee ſo many ſweats and ſufferings. 1 atm 
thine by ſo many titles, thatT will be no more mine 
own, bur only to have the righrof renouncins that 
which I am, and toeſtabliſh what ſhal be thine in 
this little kingdome of my bearr. 


The Goſpel upon T hurſday,the fifth week 
in Lent, S. Fohbn >, 


Upon S. Mary Magdalen's waſhing our Sayiour's feet 


© in the Phariſees houſe. 


A one of the Phariſees deſired him to eat with him. And 
he being entred into the houſe of the Phariſee , he ſate 


down 


509 


And bebol1; a woman that was in the Cutie, 


down to meat. 
a ſinner, as (he huew that ve ſet down in tize Phariſees houſe, 
ſe breught an Al«baſier box of oin' ment ; and /tanding behiad, 
beſide bis feet, ſhe began to water bis feet with tears , and 
wiped them with tle baris of be! herd, ond kiſſcd his feer, and 


anvinied them with ointment. And the Phariſee thathad'b:d 
him, ſccing it, ſpake withia bimſelf, [ayi*g, Toi man, if be 
were 4 Prophct, would (row certes, r-be and what maniir of 
woman ſhe is wh.ch toncheth him, that ſhe is a ſinner, And Je- 
ſus anſwering, ſaid to im, Simon, F have ſomewh«t to ſay un- 
to thee. But he ſaid, Maſter, ſay. A certain Creditour bad 


THE PENITENT; or, 


4. She ſanctifies all that which was eſteemed moſt 
prophane. Her hairs, which were the nets wherein 
ſo many captive ſouls did {gh under the yoke of 
wanton. love, are,now (as the enſigns and ſtandards 
of wicked Cop) Fmpled under the feet of her 
Conquerour, Thoſe kiſſes, which carried 'the poiſon 
of .a luxurious paſſion in her heart, do now breath 
from her nothing but the delicacies ofchaſticy, Her 
pleaſing odours which were before vowed to ſenſu- 


two debtours, one did ow fiue himd:ed pence, and the other fifiy; 1 ality are now become the ſweeteſt exhalations from 


they having not wherewith to pry, be fo:gave both, whether 
thercſore dach love bim more s Simon anſwerizg, ſaid, I ſup- 
poſe tha! h: to whom be forgave more. But be ſaid to him, 
Thou haſt judged rightly. And turning to the woman, he [aid 
unto Simon, Doeſt thou ſee:his woman ? I centred. into th 
houſe, water tomy feet thou didſt not g ve : but ſhe with tea: $ 
hath watered my feet, and with ber bairs hath wi,cd them. 
Kiſs thou gaveſt me not ; but ſhce, ſince I came in, bath not 
ceaſed to kils my fcet. with oyl thou diaft not anoin' my head 
but ſhe with ointment! bath ano nted my feet. For the which 
I ſay unto thee, many ſins are On her, becauſe ſhe hath 


that Amber Iſle, which brings an odoriferous per 
fume to Jeſus Chriſt, She brings with her, Aroma- © 
tick ſpices, to burn her ſelf at the Mountain of her 
Sun who makes himſelf her Priett, her Advocate, 
and Bride-man. 
5. She had gained the great Jubilee, and was aſ- 
ſured of it, by the word of the Eternal Biſhop, and 
et _— all the reſt of her life, ſhe practiſed upon 
er ſelf a ſanRified revenge, and her penance never 


loved much. But to whom leſs u forgiven, he loveih leſi, And 20 ends, but with her life , to confound our coldneſs, 


be [ridto ber, Thy ins are fo:given thee, And they that ſate 
together, at the table, began to ſay within th mſelves, Who is 
this th t als forg veh tas ? And he ſaid to the woman, Try 
faith bath made thee ſafe, Go in peace, 
Moralities. 
1.CAint Mary Magaalen is under the feet of Je- 
ſus Cbriſt, as is that work of Saphires (menti- 
oned jn Exedes) under the feet of God.It is a work 
wrought by the right band of the Higheſt the won- 
der of women, the moſthappy of all lovers , who 


who know ſo little whart it is to bewail a ſin, She js 
as timorous in the aſſurance of her pardon, as we 
are ſecure at the approach of Gods juſtice. No 
body could be fo patient,and fo conſtant in ber love, 
bur ſhe, that had a holy emnlation toward heavenly 
charity. It is her perſeverance which draws to the 
earth a perfe& copy of that life (without limit) 
which the bleſſed ſouls enjoy in heaven. It is ſhe 
alone to whom eternity was then given, becauſe 


made profit of ſin, which dettroyes all ; who ſan. 30 ſhe had power to offer repentantfrailty to Eterni- 


fied that love, which ſo little knew. the way to any 
fanQiry.This isthe fountain mentioned in the Book 
of Eſther, in the viſion of Afordechens ; A fountain 
which became a river, andafter changes it ſelf into 
the Sun, which'gives beams and ſhowers at one in- 
ſtant, She is a fountain at the Phariſees table, ſhe is 
a river in her ſolitary grove, ſhe is a Sun: both in 
Paradiſe, and in that great exaltation, wherein the 
Catholick Church now beholds her. Being now in 


ty it ſelf, 
Aſpirations; 
Upon Saint Mary Mapaalens great 
Repentance. | 


Oz my Conquerour, and my Sovereign 
Biſhop, thou art pleaſed co be ſatisfied of th 
unworthy ſervant , but I am nor yet content wit 


glory,ſhe doth not yet forbear to open. fountains of 49 my ſelf. No, no, my life and penance ſhall end to- 


rears (by imitation of her)within the ſouls ofrepen. 
rant ſinners, of whom irceſlantly ſhe procures the 
converſion. Happy is that heart which is pierced 
with theimitation of her virtues, thereby to gain 
ſome parc of her crowns. | 

2. Every thing is admirable in her converſion: A 
ſinner wounded with love, cures her ſelf by love. 
She changes the fire of Babyley, into that of Feruſa- 
lem. She plucks out of her wound the venomous 


gether, ſince I have loſt that which ſhonld never 
have been ſeparated from my body, before the ſepa- 
ration of my ſoul. And {ince I caunot enter chaſt in- 
to my grave, I will now go repentant into an ob- 
ſcure and ſavage Cave,where the Sun ſhal ſhine no 
more upon a head ſo (infull as mine. Mine eyes (O 
mine eyes) who have firſt received that fire which 
hath ſo paflionately devoured my foul, I will make 
you imitate the Pond of Heſcboxd, and ſooner ſhall 


dart of worldly love, to make large room for the 50 thoſe two fountains be dried up, which ſerye the 


arrows of 7eſ7:s,which pierce her heart , and at an 
inſtant make a barmony of heavenly paſſions within 
the bottoma of her ſoul. She holds the wound dearer 
then life, and goes ſtreight to her conquerour, to 
deſire death, or increaſe of love. 

3. She appears moſt ingenions in her affections, 
to provide no water wherewith to waſh-ber Ma- 
ſters feer, ſince ſhe could draw it fo fitly out of her 
own eyes, T1 his was the water which 7e/#s did thirſt 


ſtream of ferdaz,then you ſhal want water to waſh 
the eps of your Concupiſcences. I will have that 
neck (which hath ſuffered it ſelf to be embraced by 
unlawfull Arms) held under the yoke of him thar 
hath overcome me, and ſo happily ſubjeted me to 
his Empire. Theſe arms and bands,which have been 
the chains of wanton embracements, ſhall hence. 
forth for ever be lifted up to Heaven in prayer,and 
they ſhall bave no other Alcars, bur the feer of my 


afrer, when he asked of the Samaritan woman fome 60 Lord and Maſter, if 1 dare think my ſelf worthy to 


to drink, But that poor woman was ſo aſtoniſhed, 
that ſhe forſook her pitcher, and forgor that which 
Zeſs asked. Now the holy Aagdalen brings her 
eyes to the Phariſees table, as. to veſſels tull of 
Chryftall water, which was of that pure ſtream 
which comes from the holy Lamb. Heaven 1s. wont 
to water the earth, but here the earth waters Hea- 
ven. A ſoul which was before black, and burnt up 
with the tire of concupiſcence, provides a Fountain 


kiſs chem. This mouth , which hath been the gate of 
unchaſticy, ſhall now become a Templ< of God's 
praiſes. And this beart, which hath been a burning 
furnace of worldly love, ſhall be a burning lamp of 
holy affe@ions before God; and ſhall haye no other 
oyl to maintain it, but that water which ſhall be 
drawn trom mine eyes, O my God, ſince I bave ſo 
betrayed my heart, abuſed my youth, ſpentprodigal- 
ly thy Treaſures, ard made crowns to Baal out of 


for the K1 NG of higheſt Heaven. She draws tears 4g thy filver ; fince I have forſaken thee;who art eter- 
from her fins, to make them become the joyes of 
Paradiſe, 


nal , .unchangeable, and incomparable Goodneſs 
(without whom all other goods are nothing) to fol- 
low 


low a wanton fire , which hath brought me to the 
brim of everlaſting precipice : where ſhall I find ſuf. 
ficient tears to waſh my offences?where ſhall I tind 
enow parts of my body to be continually offered up 
as the ſacrifice of my repentance? I would make my 
life immortal, to bave my pains ſo laſting ,and if thy 
mercy will not let me be the object of thy venge- 
ance, tet me art leaſt ſerve for a ſacrifice at thy 
Altars. 


ENTER TAINMENTS for LENT. 


3. The Devil pabliſheth Jeſus for the trne Mel- 
fias, and ſodoth likewiſe Caiapha prophefie the 
ſame. It is not always a certain mark of goodneſs to 
ſpeak that which is good , butt is an aſſurance of 
virtue to avoid that which is ill, There are man 
from whom good works do eſcape, while they bot 
think and do ill. Truth makes uſe of their tongues, 
when Devils command their hearts. It is this which 
makes us to ſee our Saviour's Empire , and the ex- 


10 tent of his conqueſts, which is not limited by time, 


The Goſpel upon Friday the fifth week 
in Lent, S. John. If» 


The Jews ſaid, What ſhall we do? for this man doth many 
miracles. 


He chief Priefts and the Phariſees, gathered a Council, and 
T ſaid, What (hall we do ? for this man doth many ſigns : if 
22 let him alone (0, all will belteve in bim, and the Romans 
will come and tahe away our place and Nation. But one of 
them named Caiaphas, being the High Pricſt of that year, ſaid 


he being already entred into poſſeſſion of Eternity : 
and it is not bounded by place ; becauſe it contains 
all Immenſiry. Night hath no power to cover it, 
becauſe it is light it {elf; 1t cannot be ſhur up in a- 
ny deceitful ſhadow, becauſe it ſcarters and diſco- 
vers all falſhood: it cannot be comprehended with. 
in our ſenſes, becauſe it exceeds their capacity ; and 
it is preſent in all places , being omnipotent and e- 
ternal inall time, 


to them, You khaow nothing, neither do you conſider that it is 20 A Fir ations. 


expedient for us, that oze man dy for the people, and the whole 
Nation periſh not. And this be ſaid not of himſelſ, but being 
the High Prieſt of that year,be propheſied that Jeſus ſhould dy 
for the Nation : and not only for the Nation, but to gather in 
one, the, children of God that were diſperſed. From that d:y 
tberefore thy deviſed to kill him. Jeſus therefore walked no 
more openly among the Jews, but he went ito the Conuntrey be- 
fide the Deſart, unto a City that is called Ephrem, and there 
he abode withbis Diſciples. 


Atoralities. 

1.4 NNe of the greateſt Tragedies aQted in the life 

of man, which makes curious perſons to 
queſtion, wiſe men to wonder,good men to groan, 
and the wicked to rejoyce ; is to ſee an innocent 
man oppreſſed by colour of juſtice. Now Jeſus be. 
ing reſolved to eſpouſe our miſeries, as far as they 
can reach, was pleaſed to paſs through thoſe rigours 
and formalities of the wicked, coloured with a pre- 
rext of equity.He is not here condemned by a mean 
people without confideration, without power, with- 


30 (er ſo many creatures which do kindle coyetou 


O Jeſus, Father of all bleſſed unions, who haſt 
ſuffered death to unite all the children of God 
together, who are ſcattered over all the Countrics 
of the world , wilt thou have no pity of my hearr, 
ſo many times torn in pieces, and ſtrayed among a 
great multitude of objeAs , which eſtrange and 
draw me from the firſt of all Unities? My foul melts 
through all the Gates of my ſenſes , by —_—— 
es 
but neyer ſerve to refreſh or cool the heat of it. 
Draw me (O Lord)irom the great throng of ſo ma- 
ny exteriour things, that 1 may retire intro my own 
heart, and from thence ariſe to thine, where I may 
find that peace, which thou haſt cemented faſt with 
thy moſt precious blood. 
When ſhall 1 ſee the firſt beams of that liberty, 
which thou granteſt to thy children ? When ſhall 
my thoughts return from wardring in thoſe barren 


out formality of proceſs. But by theſe chief Prieſts 40 regions, where thou art not acknowledged ? When 


and principal men of that Nation affembled in 
Council ; they informed themſelves, they reaſon, 
and conclude his death, The, Lions of Solomon's 
throne,did anciently bear certain Writs of theLaw, 
to fignifie, that it was to be handled by courageous 
and clear-ſeeing Judges. But here Foxes got it into 
their hands, and did manage it by crafty deceits and 
wickedneſs. Alas,we are far from the Laws of God, 
when we cannot abide the leaft word ſpoken again(t 


our reputation. We are troubled to ſuffer for inno- 50 


cency, as if it were a greater honour to ſuffer for a 
dire& offence. Shall we never think, that the tri- 
umph of virtueconſiſts in well doing , and thereb 
ſometimes receiving barm,even from thoſe who are 
elteemed good men ? 

2. There are ſome difficulties in affairs, where 
truth is ſhut up, as within a cloud. Wiſe men can 
bardly find out where the point lies ; but God doth 
fo order it, that falſhood leaves always certain 


ſhall 1 be re-united, and fo pnrified by thy favonrs, 
that they may celebrate continual days of feaſt in 
my foul? 1 am already there in deſire,and ſhall be 
there in preſence , when by help of thine infinite 
Srace and mercy, I can be wholly thine, 


The Goſpel upon Saturday, the fifth week 
inLeat, S, Fohn. 12. 


The chiet Prieſts thought to kill Lazarus , becauſe the 
miracle upon him, made many follow] E SUS. 


Bu the chief Prieſts deviſed forto kill Lazarus alſo; be- 
cauſe many for him of the Fews went away, and believed 
in Jeſus, 

And on the morrow a great multitude that was come to & 
feſtival day, when they bad heard that Jeſus com:th to Jeru- 
ſalem, they took the boughs of Palms, and went foith to meet 
him, and cried, Hoſanna, bleſſed is be that come'h in the name 
of our Lord, the King of Iſrael. And Jeſus found 2 young 
Aſs, and [ate upon it, as it is written, Fear not daugiter of 
Sion : bchold, thy Kz:g cometh, ſitizag upon an Aſies colt. Theſe 


marks by which it may be known ; and the beauty 60 things hs Diſciples aid Aot know at the firſt by but when Jeſus 


of truth isever like that lake of Africk ,which early 
or late diſcovers all that is caſt into it, and makes all 
impoſtures plainly appear, whenwe think they are 
moſt concealed. And this appears by the proceeding 
of Caiaphas , who choſe to condemn Chriſt , for 
thoſe things which were the certain tokens, that he 
was the true Meffias. He concluded his death by 
reaſon of his miracles, and thoſe gave him authori. 
ty, as to the Prince of life. A treubled ſpirit makes 


was glorified, thea they remembered that th:ſe things bad been 
written of him, and ibefe things they did to him. The multi- 
tude theref ure gave teſtimony, wiich was with him when be 
called Lazarus out of the grave, and raiſed bim from the dead. 
For therefore all the multituds came to meet bim, b:cauſe they 
beard that he had done this 28. The Phariſees therefore ſaid 
" among thenſelves, Do you ſee that we prevail nothing ? B:hold 
the whole world is goze after him. 
Aad there were certain Gentiles of them that came up to 
adore in the feſtival day. Theſe therefore came to Philip, 
w.0 was of Bethſaida of Galilec, and deſired him , ſaying , 


darts of every thing, (which it can) to fight againſt 70 Sir, we are deſirous to ſee Jeſus. Philip cometh and telle!h 
reaſon, and kills it ſelf, not ſuſpeRting us own 
poyſon. | 


Andrew. Again, Andrew and Philip r01d Jeſus : but Je- 
ſus anſwered them, ſaying , the hour is come that the Son of 
maz ſhall be glorified. Amen, Amer, I ſay to you , Unleſs 


the 
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THE: PENITENT:; Or, 


t'e grain of wheat falling into the grotmad, dy, it [Ulf remaineth 
aloe : butif it dy, tt bringeth much fruu. He that love'h 
bis life, ſhall looſe i; : and 2c that bateih his l.fe in this world, 
doh keep it to life everlatting. If any man miniſter to me , 
let bim follow me + «nd where 1 am, there alſo ſhall my mi- 
niſter be. If any man min:h:t to me, my Father wit bo- 
wour him, 
Aforalities. | 

T. Dmire here the extaſies of our ſweet Savi- 

"Y\ our : Heis raviſhed by the obje& of his 
death , and is tranſporced'by the 1dza of his ſuffe- 10 
rings. The trumpet of Heaven ſounded in the voice 
which was heard by this great multitude, He en- 
courages himſelt ro bis combat ; he looks confi- 
dently upon the Croſs, as the fountain of his glories, 
and planted his elevation upon the loweſt abaſe- 
ments. $hall not we love this Croſs, which 7e/xs 
bath cheriſhed as his Spouſe ? He gave up his ſoul 
in the arms of it to conquer our ſouls. We ſhal ne- 
ver be worthy of him , till we bear the Enſigns of 


The Goſpel upon Palm-Sunday, 
S. Matthew 21. 


Our SAVIOUR came in triumph to Jeruſalen 
a little before his Paſſion. 


AX when they drew nigh !0 Jeruſalem, and were come to 
Bethphage, unto mount Olivet, then Jeſus ſent 190 Diſ- 
ciples, ſaying to them, Go ye into the Town bat u againſt you, 
and 1mmediately you ſhall find an Aſs tied, onda coll with ber: 
looſe them, and bring them tg me. Andif any man ſhall ſay 
0ght unto yuu, ſay yr, That our Lord hath need of thim , and 
forthwTTh be will let them go. Ard thi: was done, that it 
might! be fulfilled » bich was ſpoken by the Pr het, ſaying. Say 
yeto the danghter of Sion, Behold thy Kirg come:h to thee , 
meek, and ſitting upon an Aſs, aud « Colt , the foal of her that 
u uſd 10 the yok*. Aud the Diſciples goirg, did as |eſus com- 
mancled them : and they brought the Aſs and the Cult, and laid 
thetr garments upon them,and made h1m '@ fit ihereen, And 
a very great multitude [pred their garments inthe way : and 
others ded cut boughs ſrom the trees, and flrawed them in the 
way, and the multitudes that went beſore, and that followed , 


his war X ard the ornaments. of his peace. Every 20 ;j2q, ſaying : Hoſanna to the Sor of David, bleſſed # be that 


thing is a Paradiſe to him , that knows how to love 
the Croſs : and every thing is hell to thoſe who flic 
fromic; and no body flies1t, but ſhal find it, Jt is 
the gate of our mortality,whither we muſt all come, 
though we turn our backs to it, 

2. What a great ſecret it is, to hate our ſoul ,thar 
we may loveic; To hateit for a time, that we ma 
love it. for all eternity ; to puniſh it in this life , to 
give it thereby a perpetual reſt in that to come , To 


cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Moralities, 

1.4 NUr Saviour goes to his death in triumph : he 

appears to be a King, but a Kirg of hearts, 
who requires nothing of us, butour ſelves, only 
to make us happy and contented in him, He tri. 
umphs before the victory , becauſe none but he 
could be ſure of the future certainty of his happi- 
neſs. But he watered his triumphs with cears , to 


deſpiſe it , that we may honeurit? To handle it 30 weep tor our joys, which were to proceed out of 


roughly , that it may be perfectly eſtabliſhed in all 
delights ? Ard yet this is the way which all juft men 
have paſſed , to arrive at the chieſeſt point of their 
reſt, They. bave reſembled the Flowers. de-luce, 
which weep ſor a time , and out oftheir own tears 
produce ſeeds wbich renew their beauties. The ſalt 
ſea for them becomes a flouriſhing field, as it did to 
the people ot God, when they came forth of the 
chains of Egypt. Thecloud which appeared to the 


his ſadneſs, It is related by anarcient Oratour, 
that when Conſtantine wade his entry into great 
Britany , (where he was born) the people received 
him with fo great applauſe, that they kiſſed the 
Sails and Oars of the veſſel which brought him, and 
were ready to pave the ſtreets with their bodies for 
him to tread on, If they did ſo for a mortal man, 
what ſhould we not do for an eternal God , who 
comes to buy us with bis precious blood , and de- 


Prophet Ezechiel, carried with it winds and ftorms: 49 mands entrance into our hearts, only to give us 


but it was environed with a golden circle, to teach 
us, that the ſtorms of afflictions which happen ro 
Gods children , are encompaſled with brightneſs, 
and ſmiling felicity, They muſt rot as a grain of 
wheat , that they may bud ont and flouriſhin the 
ear, They mutt abide the diverſity of times, and 
erdure the ſythe and flail ; They muſt be ground 
ina mill , and paſs by water andhre , before they 
can be made bread pleaſing to Jeſus Chriſt, Our 
loſf:s are our advantages; we looſe nothing, but to g » 
vain by it , we humble and abaſe our ſelves, ro be 
exalred; we deſpoil our ſelves to be better cloath- 
ed , and-we mortifie our ſelves, to be revived, O 
what a grain of wheat is Jeſus Chriſt, who bath paſt 
all theſe trials, to make the heighth of all heavenly 
glories bud out of his infinite ſufferings. 


Aſpirations. 


God, I have that paſſignate deſire , which 
O theſe {trangers bad, to ſze Jeſus. I do 1:9t ask g,,, 
it of Philip , nor ſhal Philip have cauſe to ask An- 
drew. My Jeſus, L askit of thy ſelf, Thou art beau- 
tiful even in the way of the Croſs, Thou did(t 
ſhew thy ſelf courageous in the Abyſs of thy pains : 
thou art admirable 1n the contempr of death. The 
heavenly trumpet bath already ſounded for thee, 
and chearfulneſs-gives wings to carry thee to this 
great combat, where death and life fight ſingly 
together : which makes life die for a time, and 
death live for ever. I will forſake my very ſoul, to, 
follow thee in this Agony , and find my life in thy 
death, as thou haſt excinguiſhed death in tby life, 


Paradiſe, 

2. He'walks towards his Croſs, amongſt the cries 
of favours and joy , to teach us, with what chear. 
fulneſs we ſhould conform our ſelves to abide our 
own ſufferings; imitating the Apoltles, who re.. 
ceived their firſt reproaches,as Manna from heaven, 
He would haveus preparcd and reſolved always to 
ſuffer death paciently ; whether it be a death whicl: 
raiſeth up our ſpirit to forſake ſenſuality , or a na- 
tural death, Whether ſoever it be, we ſhould em. 
brace ir as the day which muſt bring us to our lodg- 
ing, after a troubleſom pilgrimage. Doth it not ap. 
pear plainly , that thofe who are loath to torſake 
the world, are like herbs put into an earthen por 
among ſtraw and dung, and yet would be un wil- » 
ling to come forth of it. The furniture of our 
worldly lodging grown rotten, the roof is ready to 
fall upon our leads, the foundation ſhakes under 
our feet, and we fear that day , which (if weour 
ſclves will) ſhal be the morning ofour eternall hap- 
pineſs. It is not death , but only the opinion of it, 
which is terrible, ard every man conſiders it accor- 
ding to the diſpoſition of his own fpirit. 

3. The Palm-branches which we carry in our 
hands,require from us the renewing of alife purif'd 
and cleanſed in the bloud of the holy Lamb. Inthe 
beginning of Lent we take upon our heads the aſhes 
of Palm-branches,to teach us,that we do then enter 
(as it were) into the Sepulchre of repenrance : But 
now we carry green bows , to make us know , that 
now we come out of the romb of Aſkes, to enter a- 
Saininto the flrength of doing good works, in imi- 

tation 


tation of the trees, which having been covered with 
ſow, and buried in the ſharpneſs of winter, do a- 
c4in begin to bud out in the i, ep. yvom 
4. The garments ſpread under the feer of 7eſwt, 
declare, that all our temporal goods ſhould be em- 
ployed towards his glory ; and that we muſt for- 
ſake our affeRions to all things which periſh, that 
we may be partakers of his Kingdom, No man can 
ſtand firm, that is delighted with moveable things. 
He that is ſubje& to worldly affetions, binds him- 
ſelf toa wheel which rurns about continually. eſs 
accepted this triumph, only to delpiſe it : he reſer. 
ved the honour of it in his own hands, to drown it 
in the flood of his tears, and in the ſea of his pre- 
cions blood, If you be rich and wealthy,do not pub- 
liſh it vainly,burt ler the os feel it. You muſt live 
amongſt all the greatneſs and jolliry of this world, 
as a man whoſe only buſineſs muſt be to go to God, 
Aſpirations. 
Sovereign King .of hearts, after whom all 
O chaſt loves do w_— , Iam filled with joy 
to ſee thee walk among lt the cries of joy , and the 
Palms and garments of thy admirers, which ſerved 
for carpets. I am raviſhed with thy honours and the 
delights of thy glory, and I applaud cby triumphs. 
Alas, that all the carth is not obedienr unto thy 
laws; and that the tongues of all people do not 
make one voice, to acknowledge thee fole Monarch 
of Heaven and earth. Triumph at leaft in the hearts 
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right amidſt the Sun, to ſignifie, that we ſhould be 
as pare as the beams of light, wheh we come vnto 
the moſt holy Sacrament. Lazar: did cat bread 
with his Lord ; but, ( ro ſpeak with S, Auguſtine ) 
he did nor chen eat the bread of our Lord antl yer 
this great favour is reſerved for you, when you are 
admycted to that heavenly banquet, where God 
makes himſelf meat, ro give you an Antepaſlt of his 
Immortality, : | 
I0 2, God will have us acknowledge his benefits, by 
the ſaithſulneſs of our ſervices. $. Peter's mother- in. 
law, as ſoon as ſhe was healed of her Feaver, pre. 
lently ſerved her phyſician. And obſerve ; that 
Aartha ſerved the Authour of life , who had re= 
deemed her brother from the power of death. The 
faithful ſary, who had ſhed cears, 'gave what ſhe 
had moſt precious, and obſerves no meaſure in the 
worth, becauſe feſns cannot be valued, Cleopatra's 
pearl ( eſtimated to be worth 2c 0- 00 crowns ) 
20 which ſhe made her friend ſwallow at a Banquet, 
this holy woman, thoughc too baſe , ſhe melts her 
heart in a ſacred Limbeck of love, and diſtils it our 
by her eys. And 7:/#s makes ſo great account of 
her waters and pertumes, that he would ſuffer no 
body to waſh his feer,when he inſtituted the bleſſed 
Sacrament, as not being willing to detace the ſacred 
characters of bs ſacred Lover. 
3. 7«das marmures and covers his villanous paſ- 
ſion of Avarice, under the colour of charity and 


of thy faithful ſervants (O my magnificent Maſter) zo mercy towards the poor: And juſt ſo do many co- 


make a triumphal Ark compoſed of hearts , Pur 
fire to it with thy adored hand : pour out one ſpark 
of that heat, which thou cameſt to ſpread upon the 
earth. Let every thing burn for thee, and conſume 
it ſelf in thy love. I do irrevocably bind my heart to 
the aagelliace of thy triumph, and1 love better 
to be thy ſlave, then to be ſaluted King of the 
whole world. 


ver their vices with a ſpecious ſhew of virtue, The 
proud man would be thought magnanimous, the 
prodigal would paſs for liberal : the covetous for a 
good husband , the brain-{ick raſh man, would be 
reputed courageous : the glutton a hoſpitable. good 
fellow : floath puts on the face of quietneſs, rimo- 
rouſneſs of wiſdom, impudence of boldneſs , infſo- 
lence of liberty, and over-confident or fawcy pra- 
ting, would be taken for el oquence, Many men (for 


The Goſpel upon Munday in holy week 4otheir own particular intereſts;borrow ſome colours 


Saint Fohn 12, 


Saint Mary Magdalen anointed our Saviours feet with pre- 
cious Ointment: at which 7udas repined, 


Eſus therefore ſix days before the Paſche, came to Bethania, 
where Lazarus was, that bad bee dead, whom Jeſus raiſed 
and they made him a (upptr there, and Martha miniſtred, but 
Lazarus was one of them that ſate at the table with him. Mary 
therefore took a Poxnd of Ointment of right Spihenard,precious, 
end anointed the fece of Jelus , and wiped his feet with 
ber hajr : and tbe bouſe was filled of the odour of the Ointment. 
One therefore of bis Diſciples, Judas Iſcariot, he that was to 
betray him, ſatd , Why was not thi Ointment ſold for three 
bundred pence, and given to the poor ? Aud be ſaid this, not 
becauſe he cared for the poor, but becauſe be was a thief, and 
having the purſe, carried the things tat were put init. Jeſus 
ew bs ſaid, Let her alone, that ſhe may hee) it fo' the day of 
vsy burial : for the poor you have always with you: but me you 
ſhall not have always. A great multitude of the Fews knew 
that he was there : and they came, not for Jeſ''s onely, but that 
they might ſee Lazarus, w:0m h? raiſed from the dead. 
Aforalities. 
I I | Azarns being raiſed from his grave, conver- 
ſeth familiarly with 7e/ſ#s, andrto preſerve the 
life which he had newly received , he ties himſelf 
continually to the fountain of lives: to teach us, that 
ſince we have begun to make a ſtronge converſion 
from ſinto grace, we maſt not be eut of the ſight of 
God: we muſt live with him,and of him, with him, 
by applying our ſpirit, our prayers, our feryours, 
our paſſionate ſighs toward him : and live of him, 
by often receiving the bleſſed Sacrament. Happy 
they ( faith the Angel in the Apocaly»s ) who are 
invited to the wedding-ſupper of the Lamb, Bur 
note, that he who invites ys to this feaſt, ſtands up. 


of the publick good; and very many actions, both 
unjuſt and unreaſonable, take upon ihem a ſem- 
blance of piety. S. Jrenexs faith , that many give 
water coloured with ſleckt white-lime or plaſter, 
inſtead of milk. * And all their life is bur a Farſe, 
where Blackamoors are whited over with meal, *A Fa:{* is 
Poor truth ſuffers much more among? theſe co- ; ape 
zenages : but you mult take notice,that in the end, ia the taces 
wicked and difſembling «gas did burſt, and ſhew 9% 
50 his damned ſoul ſtark naked. Yet ſome think fair- whe 
ly to cover foul intentions, who muſt needs know over wiils 
well, thac bypocriſie hath no yeil co cozen death, 
| A ffirations, 
See no Altars in all the world more amiable then 
the feet of our Saviour , | will go by his ſteps to 
find his feet , and by the excellencies of the beſt of 
men, I will go find out the God of gods. Thoſe feer 
are admirable, and $. John bath well deſcribed them 
to be made of mettal, burning in a Furnace : they 
60 are feet of mettal by their conſtancy and feet of fire 
by the enflamed affetions of their Maſter, Let 7«- 
das murmure at it, what he will : .but if I bad a Sca 
of ſweet odours, and odoriferous perfumes,l would 
empty them all upon an obje& ſo worthy. of love. 
Give. (O mine eys) givcat leaſt tears to-this- preci- 
ous Holocauſt, which goes to ſacrifice it ſelf for ſa- 
tisfaction of your libidinous concupiſcences. Waſh 
it with your waters ,* before it waſh you with its 
blood. O my ſoul ,ſfeck not after cxcrements of thy 
head to dry it : thy hairs are thy thoughts, which 


70 muſt only think of him, who thought ſo kindly and 


paſſionately of thee, on the day of bis Eternity. | 
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THE PENITENT; Or, 
then all the Ocean, Our ſpots, which etefnity could 
The Goſpel upon Maunday Thurſday, not waſh clean, are taken awzy at Baptiſm, by one 


S. Johnthe 13. only drop of water , ſarRified by his bleſſing, He 
LS prevents the bath of bis bloud , by the bath of an 
Of our Saviours walking the feet of his Apoſtles, clement : which he doth expreſly before his inſti- 


\ 


Nd before the feſlival day of the Paſche, Jeſus knowing cution of the bleſſed SACTAaMent ; to teach us, what 
Aa hs bo«r was come, that be ſhould paſs out of ths purity of life, of heart, of faith, of intentions and 


world to his Father : whereas be had loved bis that were inthe affeQions, we muſt bring to the Holy Euchariſt. 
wo {d, unto the end b: loved them, And when ſupper was Tt jg neceſſary to chaſe away all ſtrange gods (which 
dune, whercas the devil now had put milo the heart of Judas If- 10 are ſins and paſſions) before we receive the God of 


carior, the ſon of Simon, to betray him, knowing that the Fa- 
they pave him all things into bis hands, and that he came Iſracl : we muſt waſh our ſelves in the waters of 


from God, and goeth to God : beriſeth from ſupper, and layeth repentance 2 and change our attire by a newW con- 
aſide bis garments, and having taken a towel, girded bamſelf. verſation, Js it tog@ much for us to give fleſh fer 
After that he pu' water into a baſen, a apts to waſh = fleſh, the body of a miſerable man, for that of Te. 
feet of the Diſczpl 5. aud to wipe them with ih?! tyuwel wherew1inh ſus Chriſt? The conſideration of our ſins ſhould 


hz was girded. He cometh therefore to Simon Peter ; and : aquhg 
Peter ſaith ts him, Ld. doft thou wafÞ my feet ? Jeſus an- bring up tbe blood of bluſhing into our cheeks, ſince 


fwered, ard [aid to bim, That which 1 ao,th0n knoweſt not nowy they were the only cauſe why be ſhed his moſt pre- 
be eafter thou ſhait know. Peter ſa thro him, Thou ſhalt net cious blood upon the Croſs for us. Alas | the Hea- 
waſh my ſee: for eve;. Jeſus anſwired bim, if 1 waſh thee not, vens are not pure before his moſt pure Spirit, which 
thou ſhalt aot have part with me. Sunn Peter ſatih to him * 6 11 - Then h » WHIC 
Lord, not oncly my (cet, bit al/o hands and head. Jeſus ſaith 20 purt &$ all Nature; en HOW can We gOto him, 
to bim, He that is woſhed, needeth not but to waſh bis ſeet » witlr ſo many voluntary ſtains and deformities? 1s 
but is clean wholly: and you are cle, but nat all ; for he it not to caſt flowers upon a dunghil , and to drive 
kh iew _ h = that would betray him, therefore beſaid,Tou Swine to a clear fountain, when we will £0 to Jeſus 
arent an all. . ; 
7 den fore iter he had waſhed their feet, and tak'n bis gar- (0 _ our of Innocency) carr ying with us the 
ments, being (et dovn, again be ſaid to them, Knew you what eps and ſpots of our heynons fins ? 
1 have done to you ? To call me Maſter, and Lord, and you 3. Jeſns would not only take upon himſelf the 
ſay well, ſor 1 am ſo. If then I have waſked your fict, Loxrs form of man, but alſool a baſe ſeryant, as $. Pau! 
and Maſter, you ong"t alſo nar. one — ſeets” = ſaith. Jt was the office of ſlaves to carry water to. 
p ws. aps cap wr ont aei that as I bave done to Jo, ſo de og bodies, which made David ſay , that Meab 
! Sirens. 30 ſhould be the Baſon of his hope, expreſſing thereby, 
1. Eſus loves his ſervants for an end , and till the that he would humble the Moabites ſo low , that 
full accompliſhment of that end. The world they ſhould ſerve only to bring water to waſh un. 
loves his creatures with a love which tends to con. clean bouſes. Alas , who would have ſaid, that the 
cupiſcence , bunt that is not the end for which they - 4 err lagrgees amonglt us to execute the offica 
were made, or ſhould be loved. There isa very ©, ® NM.oabite( What force hath conquered him, 
reat difference between them : for the love of what arms baye brought him under, bur only love ? 
worldly men, plays the tyrantin the world , ſnatch- How canwe then become proud , and burn incenſe 
ing and turning all things from the true ſcope and |? that Idol, called Point of hoyoxr , when we ſee 
intention, for which they were made by God , di- how our God humbled bimſeltin this ation? ob- 
verting them to profane uſes, by turbulent and for- 4© ſerve with what preparation the. Evangeliſt ſaid, 
cible ways. The world pleafeth it ſelf to ſer up 1- that his Heavenly Father had pur all into his hands: 
dols every where, to makeit ſelf adoredin them, that he came from God, and went to God, yet in 
gs chief Sovereign, 1t makes uſe of the Sun to light ſtead of taking the worlds Scepter, he takes a Baſon, 
his crimes ; of thefatneſs of the earth to fatten his and bumbles himſelfro the moſt ſervile offices. And 
pleaſures, of apparel for his luxury , of all mertals if the waters of this Baſon cannot burſt in us the fon] 
to kindle Avarice,and of the pureſt beauties to ſerve impoſtume of vanity , we muſt expect no other re- 
ſenſuality. And if by chance it love any creature, medy, bur the eternal flames of hell fire. 
with a well-wiſhing love, and as it ought to be lo- | Aſpirations. 
ved, that is not permanent, The windis not more () King of Lovers,znd Maſter of all holy Loves, 
incon{tanr, nor a calm at Sea more unfaichfut, then $9 CZ Thou lovelt for an end, and till the accom- 
worldly friendſhip. For ſometimes it begins with pliſkmenr of thar end. Ir appertains only to thee, 
Fire, and ends in Ice. Itis made as between a pot tO teach the Art of loving well , ſince thou haſt 
and a glaſs, and is broken ſooner then a glaſs. The praiſed it ſo admirably. Thou art none of thoſe 
ancient Almaxs tried their children in the Rhive, bur delicate friends, who only make love to beauties, to 
true friendſhip is tried in a ſea of xrribulation. Itis gold, and (ilk, thou lovelt our yery' poverty , and 
only J-ſus (the preſerver and reſtorer of all things) — our miſcr ies; becauſe they ſerye for objeRs of thy 
who loves usfrom Eternity to Eternity. We muſt charity. Let proud Afichel laugh (while ſhe liſt 
follow the ſacred ſteps of his examples , to reduce £0 fee my dear David made as a water-bearer , I 
our ſelves te our firlt beginning , and to bring our honour him as much in that poſture, as I would fit= 
ſelves to the final point of our happineſs. 6© ting upon the throne of all the world, I loek upon 
2. . The water at firlt was a mild element , which him holding this Baſon, as epon him that holds the 
ſerved the Majeſty of God', as a floating chariot, vaſt ſeas in his hands, O my mercitul 7eſw,, | be- 
fince ( as the Scripture faith) his Spirit was carried feechthee waſh, waſhagain, and make clean my 
upon the waters , from whence he drew the ſeeds molt ſinful ſoul. Beit as bluck as hell, being in thy 
which produced all the world. But after man had hands, it may become more white then that Dove 
ſinned; like a Supreme Judge, he made uſe of the (with ilver wings) of which the Propher ſpeaks. I 


gentlelt things to be the inſtruments of our puniſh- £0, 1 run to the fountain, 1 burn with love amongſt 
ments. The water which carried the Divine Ver. thy parifying waters, I deſire affeQtionately to 
cies, was choſen at the deluge , ro drownall man- humble my felf, but I know not where to find fo 


kind, Now at this time Jeſus ſanQified it by his ſa- 7 low a place as.thine , when thou thus walt humbled 
cred"touch : He took the baſon, which being in his bef6re 7«das, to waſh his traiterours feer. 
hands , became greater and more full of Majelty, 


Upon 


Upon the Garden of Mount 01:vet. 


Morales, 


1. Eſus enters into a Garden, to expiate the fin 

J committed in a Garden by the firſt man. The 
firſt Adam (tole the fruic,and the ſecond is ordained 
to make fſatisfaQion, It is a ſtrange thing, that he 


| "<hoſe the places: of our delights, tor ſuffering his 


(991 © never lookt upon our moſt dainty ſweets, 
ut to draw out of them moſt bitter ſorrows. Gar- 
dens are made for recreations,but our Saviour finds 
there onely deſolation, The Olives, which are to- 
kens of peace, denounce war unto him. The plants 
theredo groan, the lowers are but flowers of death, 
and thoſe fountains are but fountains of ſweat and 
bloud. , He that ſhall ſtudy well this Garden, muſt 
needs be aſhamed of all his pleaſant Gardens: and 
will forſake thoſe refined curioſities of Tulips, to 
make his hearr become another manner of Garden, 
where Jeſus ſhould be planted, as the onely Tree 
of Life, which brings forth che moſt perfe& fruits 
of juſtice. 

2, It was there that the greateſt Champion of the 
world undertook fo great Combats, which began 
with ſwear and bloud, but ended with the loſs of his 
life. There were three marvellous Agonies, of God 
and Death ; of Joy and Sorrow ; ot the Soul and 
Fleſh of Ze/#s. God and Death were two incompa- 
rable things, ſince Godis the firſt, and the moſt 


univerſal of all lives, who baniſheth from him 3© 


all the operations of death, and yet his love finds 
means to unite them together for our redemption. 

The joy of beatitude was a fruition of all celeſtial 
delights, whereunto nothing which diſpleaſed, could 
have acceſs, and yet 7eſws ſuffered forrow,to give 
bim a mortal blow,evenin the SanRuary of his Di- 
vinity. He afflicted himſelf for us,becauſe we knew 
not what it was to alfli& our ſelves for him, and he 
deſcended by our ſteps to the very anguiſhes of 


ENTERTAINMENTS for LENT, 


my heart,. I will loſe my ſelf in thy walks, I will be 
loſt with God, that I may never be loſt. i will b-cath 
onely thy air, fince it is made noble by the Fghis of 
my dear Maſter. 1will gather thy flowers, ſince Je. 
ſus hath marked them with his bloud. 1 will waſh 
my ſelf in thoſe fountains, ſince they are ſanQified 
by the ſwear of my eſs. I will have no other joy, 
but the ſorrow of the Son of God, nor any other 
will but his. O my ſweet Saviour, Maſter and teach- 


IOer of all humane kind, wilt thou be abridged of 


thine own will (which was fo reaſonable and pure) 
to on me an example of mortifying my paſſions, 
and ſhall I (before thy face) retain any wicked or 
diſordinate appetites? Is it poſſible I ſhould deſire 
to be Lord ot my ſelf ( whoam ſo bad a Maſter ) 
when I ſce the Authour of all goodneſs ſeparate 
himſelf from himſelf,onely to make me and all man- 
kind, partakers of his merits, 


of the Apprehen{onof ] ESUs. 


I N that obſcure and dolorous night, wherein our 
Saviour was apprehended, three ſorts of darkneſs 
were caſt , upon the Jews, upon 7das, and upon 
Saint Peter : A darkneſs of obduration upon the 
hearts of the Jews, a darkneſs of ” malig- 
nity upon 74as; and a darkneſs of infirmity upon 
Saint Peter, Was there ever any blindneſs like thac 
of the Jews, wbo ſought for the ſhining Sun with 
lighted torches, without knowing him by ſo many 
beams of power, which ſhined from him? They are 
ſtrucken down with the voice of the Sor of God, 
as with lightning , and they riſe again vpon the 
earth rg@arm themſelves againſt Heaven, The 

binde his hands to take away the uſe of his forces, 
but they could not {top the courſe of his bounties, 
To ſhew that he is totally good, he is good and 
charitable,even amongſt his mercileſs executieners, 
and he loſt all he had (ſaving his Godhead) onelyto 


death, to make us riſc by his death, to the greateſt 40 841N ee. 


joyes ot life. 

To be ſhort, there was a great duel between the 
affeRtionare love,and the virginal fleſh of Zeſas. His 
ſoul did naturally love a body, which was ſo obedi- 
ent , and his body followed wholly the inclinations 
of his ſoul : There was ſo perfeR an agreement be- 
tween theſe two parties, that their ſeparation muſt 
needs be moſt dolorous. Yet Zeſws would have it ſo, 
and ligned the decree by ſweating bloud. And, as if 


When S. Peter ſtruck the high Prieſts ſervant, the 
patience of our Lord Jeſus received the blow, and 
had no patience till he was healed, If goodneſs did 
ſhew forth any one beam in the garden, modeſty 
ſent forth another in the houſe of Anas, when his 
face was ſtrucken by a ſervile hand, his mouth open- 
ed it ſelf as a Temple, from whence nothing came 
but ſweetneſs and light. The God of Truth ſpeaketh 
to Caipbas, and they ſpit upon his brightneſs, and 


it had been. r00 little to weep for our ſins with two 5o Over that face which muſt diſcover Heaven for us. 


eyes, he ſuffered as many eyes as he had veins, to be 
made in his body, to ſhed for us tears of his own 
bloud. 

3. Obſerve here how this ſoul of 7-45 atnongſt 
thoſe great anguiſhes, continued alwaies conſtant, 
like the Needle of a Sea-compa(s in aftorm, He 
praies, he exhorts,he orders,he reproves,and he en- 
courages ; he is like the Heavens, which (amongſt 
ſo many motions and agications) loſe no part of 


their meaſure or proportion.Nature and obedience gg 


make great convulſions tn his heart: but be remains 
conſtantly obedient tro the will of his Heavenly 
Father : he tears himſelf from himſelf,co make him- 
ſelf a voluntary ſacrifice for death, amongſt all his 
inclinations to life ; to teach us that principal leſſon 
of Chriſtianity, which. is to deſire onely what God 
will, and to execute all rhe decrees of his divine 
Providence , as our chiefeſt helps to obtain per- 
feRion, 
Aſpirations. 


The mirrour ofAngels is tarniſht with the ſpittle of 
infernal mourthes,and wounded by moſt ſacrilegious 
hands, without any diſturbance of his conſtancy, 
That was invincible by his virtue, as the wilfulneſs 
of the Jews flood immoveable by their obduration, 
There are fouls, which after they have filled the 
earth with crimes, expe no cure of their diſeaſes, 
but by the hell of the reprobate. | 

2. The ſecond darkneſs appeareth by the black paſ- 
ſion of Jadas, who falls down into bell with his cies 
open ; and after he had ſold his ſon],fold eſs, and 
both all he had, and all ke was, to buy an infamous 
halter to hang himſelf, A ſoul become paſſionate 
with wanton love, with ambition or avarice, is ba- 
niſhed into it ſelf, as jnto 4 direR hell,and delivered 
to her own paſſions, as to the Furies., The Poets Hy- 
dra had but ſeven heads; but the ſpirit of Avarice 
(S. «bx Climacas ſaich) hath ten thouſand: The eon- 
verſation offeſus,which was ſo full of infinite artra- 


70 ions, coujd never win the ſpirit of 7d, when ic 


lives. which from was once bewitched with covetouſneſs. The tink- 
Otemettt the moſt detutons obj ling of ſilver kept him from rightly underſtanding 
ATCL Y 


bencefo 


ſhalt be the moſt delicious objeR of 


Peſis, 


$15 


FI6 


?eſus, He makes uſe of the moſt holy things, to be- 


tray Holineſs it ſclf. He employs the kiſs of peace, 
to begin war, He carries poyſon in his heart, and 
honey in his mouth : he puts on the ſpirit of 7e/ws, 
to betray bim. This ſhews us plainly, that covetons 
and traiterous perſons are fartheſt from God , and 
neareſt to the Devils. | 

3. The third power of darkneſs appeared in the 
infirmity of S. Peter, who after ſo many proteſtari- 
ons of fidelity', for fear of death , renonnced the 
Authour of life. One of the Ancients ſaid, The grea- 
teſt frailty of Humanity, was, that the wiſeſt men 
were not infallibly wiſe at all times. And all men 
are aſtoniſhed to ſee, thar the greateſt ſpirits(being 
left to themfelves) become barren, and ſuffer eclip- 
ſes, which give examples tothe wiſeſt, and terrour 
to all the world. God hath ſuffered the fall of $, 
Peter, to make us have in horrour all preſumption 
of our own forces: and to teach us, that over-great 


aſſurance is oftentimes mother of an approaching 20 


danger. Beſides, it ſeemeth he would by this ex- 

ample, conſecrate the virtue of repentance in this 
faulc of him, whom-he choſe to be head of his 
Church, to make us ſee, that there is no dignity ſo 
high, nor holineſs ſo eminent, which doth not owe. 
Tribute to the mercy of God. 


AFÞirations. 
Upon Ss. Peter's Tears, 


T is moſt true (ſaith S. Perer) that a proud felicity 

hath always reeling feer. Thou which didſt de- 
fie the gates of Hell, haſt yielded thy felfto the 
yoice of a ſimple woman.All thoſe conqu@s which 
thou didſt promiſe to thy ſelf, are become the tro. 
pheys of ſo weak a hand. Return to the combat, and 
fince ſhe hath triumphed over thee, do thou at leaft 
triumph over thy ſelf, Alaſs,] am afraid even to be- 
hold the place of my fal{, and the weak ſnares ofa 


ſimple woman appear to me as boiſtrous chains. Yet 40 


what can he fear, who is reſolute to die ? If chou 
find death among theſe maſſacres, thou ſhouldſt 
rather embrace then decline it, For whart can it do, 
but make thee companion of life it ſelf ? Our ſoul is 
yet too foul to be a ſacrifice for God ; let us 'firſt 
waſh it with tears, I fell down before the fire, and 
I will riſe by water, TI have walked upon the Sea 
ro come to 3-ſu , andI will now return to him by 
the way of my tears, I will ſpeak now only by my 


—_ 


THE PENITENT; or, ' 
feet , was ' »0c" at this time to be judged asacri. 


minal perſon, . Every thing is moſt admire ble in 
this judgment : The Accuſers ſpeak nothing of 
thoſe things, which they had reſolved in their coun- 
ſels : buc ail ſpake againſt their conſciences, As ſoon 
as they are beard, thcy are condemned, juſtice for- 
ſaketh them, and they are wholly poſſeſt with rage. 
Pilate, before he gave judgment upon Jeſus, pro» 
nounced it againſt himſelf : for after he had ſo ma- 
ny-times declared him innocent, he could not give 
judgment, without proteſting himſelfro be unjuſt, 
The {ilence of Jeſus is more admired by this Infidel, 
then the eloquence of all the world: and truth, 
without ſpeaking one word, triumpheth over falf- 
hood. A Pagas Lady ( the wife of Pi/are ) is more 
knowing then all the Laws: more religious then 
the Prieſts : more zealons then the Apoſtles: more 
courageous then the men of Arms When ſhe ſleep. 
eth, Jeſus is in her ſleep : when ſhe talketh, Jeſus is 
upon her tongue. If ſhe write, Jeſus is under hee 
pen : her letter defendeth himat the Judgment. 
Hall, when all the world condemned him, ſhecal- 
leth him holy, when they uſed him like a thief: ſhe 
maketh her husband waſh his hands, before he tou- 
ched that blood , the high price of which ſhe pro- 
claimed. She was a Roman Lady by Nation, called 
Clandia Procula , and it was very fit ſhe ſhould de- 
fend this Jeſus, who was to plant the Seat of his 
Church in Rowe. All this while Jeſus doth good 


30 amongſt ſo many evils : he had cauſed a placeto be 


bought newly for the burial of Pilgrims at the price 
of his blood ; he reconciles Herod and Pilate, by 
the loſs of his life. "He ſets Barrabas at liberty, by 
the loſs of his honour : he ſpeaks not one word to 
him that had killed S, Fohx the Baprift, who was the 
voice, And the other,to revenge himſelf ( withour 
thinking what he did) ſhewed him as a King. He 
appears before Pilate as the King of dolours , that 
he might become for us the King of glories. Bur 
what a horrour isit to conſider , that in this j 

ment, he was uſed like a ſlave, like a ſorcerer, -like 
an accurſed ſzcrifice ? Slavery made him ſabjeR to 
be whipped, the crown of thorns was given only to 
Enchanters, and that made him appear as a Sorce.. 
rer. And ſo many curſes pronounced againſt hitn, 
made him as the diſmiflive Goar,mentioned in Le- © 
viticws, which was a miſerable beaſt, upon which 
they calt all their execrations, before they ſent ir 
to die in the Defart. He that bindeth the ſhowers 


tears, fince Thave lately talked ſo wickedly with 50 in clouds, to make them water the earth, is bound 


my mouth, Since that which ſhould open to ſpeak 
Oracles for the Church, hath been employed to 
commit foul treaſon : ſince we have nothing left 
free to us, but ſighs and groans ; let us make uſe of 
the laft liberty which is left us,and when all is ſpent, 


return to the mercy of 7e/ws, which all the fing of 


the world can never evacuate, I willfrom hence- 
forth be a perpetual example to the Church by my 
fall and riſing again from death, for the comfort of 


and drawn like a criminal perſon. He that holds the 
vaſt Seas in his fiſt, and ballanceth Heaven with his 
fingers, is ſtrucken by ſervile hands. He that eng- 
mels the boſom of the earth, with a rare and plea- 
fing diverſity of flowets, is moſt ignominiouſly 
crowned with a crown of thorns. O hideous pro. 
digies, which took away from us the light of the 
Syn, and covered the Moon with a ſorrowful dark. 
neſs. Behold, what a garland of flowers he hath ta- 


ſingers: and the fault of one night ſhall be lamen- 6© ken upon his head, ts expiate the ſins of both Sexes. 


ted by me all the days of my life. 


Moralities upon the Pretorian, or Judg. 
ment-Hall, 


FN the paſſion of our Saviour,all thingy are di. 
vine, and it ſeemeth they go as high as they 
could be raiſed by that Sovereign power , joyned 
with extreme love. 7eſ«s the moſt ſupreme and 
redoubted Judge, who will come in' his great Ma- 
zeſty to judge the world, fire and lightning ſtream- 
ng trom his face, and all things trembling under his 


It was made of briars and thorns,which the carth of 
our fleſh had ſowed for us, and which the virtue of 
his Croſs rook away. All che pricks of death were 
thruſt upon this prodigious patience, which planted 
her throne upon the head of our Lord. Conſider 
how the Son of God would be uſed for our fins, 
while we live indelicacies ? and one little offenſive 
word goeth to our hearts ; to which, though he thac 
ſpake it, gave the ſwiftneſs of wings, yet we keepir 
ſo ſhut up in our hearts, that it getteth leaden heels, 
' which make it continue there fixed; 5 


AFirations. 


ENTERTAINMENTS for LENT. 


Aſpirations. , 

AS , What do | ſee here ? A crown of thorns 

grafted upon a man of thorns: A man of 
dolours , who burns between two fires , the one of 
love, theother of tribulation , both which do in- 
flame and devour him equally , and' yet never can 
conſume him. O thou the moſt pure of all beauties, 
where have my fins placed thee ? Thou art no more 
a man, but a bloudy skin taken from the teeth of 
Tigers and Leopards. Alas, what a fj 


* Fg ſ«» tO diſpoil this filk * worm, which at this day attires 
vwms & Our Churches and Altars? How could they make 


non homo. 
Flalm. 2 


;, thoſe men (who looked upon thy chaſte body ). 


ſtrike and disfigure it ? O white Alabaſter , how 
haft thon been ſo changed into ſcarlet ? Every 
ſtroke hath made a wound, and every wound a 
fountain of bloud. And yet ſo many fountains of 
thy fo precious bloud , cannot draw from mE one 
tear. But O ſacred Nightingale of the Croſs , who 


ſelf full _ of hortour) yet nevertheleſs,to con- 
form himſelf to the will of bis heavenly Father, and 
to confound our delicacies, he would needs leave his 
life by the moſt dolorous and ignominious , which 
was to be found among all the deaths of the whole 
world. The Croſs among the Gentiles , was a pu- 
niſhment for ſlaves, and the moſt deſperate perſons 
of the whole world. The Croſs amongſt the He- 
brews was accurſed : It was the ordinary curſe 


acle is this 10 which the moſt urcapable and moſt malicious 


mouths did pronounce againſt their greateſt enc- 
mies. Thedeath of acrucified man , was the mot 
continual , languiſhing , and tearing ofa foul from 
the body, with moſt exceſſive violence and agony. 
And yet the Eternal Wiſdom choſe this kind of pu- 
niſhment, and drank all the ſorrows of a cup fo bit- 
ter. He ſhould have died upon ſome Trophey, and 
breathed out his laſt amongſt flowers , and left his 
ſoul in a moment : andif he muſt needs have felc 


hath put thee within theſe thorns, to make ſo great 20 death, to have had the leaſt ſenſe of it that might be, 


harmonies only by thy filence ? O holy thorns, 1 
do not ask you where are your Roſes. I know well 
they are the bloud of Jeſus , and I am nor ignorant 
that all roſes would be thorns, if they had any feel- 
ins of that which you have. Jeſus carried them up. 
—_ head, but 1 will bear them at my heart : and 
thou ( O Jeſus) ſhalt be the objeR of my preſent 
dolours , that thou mayeſt after be the Fountain of 
my everlaſting joys. 


But he would try the rigour of all greatelt ſuffe- 
rings : he would fall tothe yery bottom of diſho- 
nour : and (having ever ſpared from himſelf all the 


JI7 


pleaſures of this life) ro make his dearh compleat, he F; 


would ſpare none of thoſe infinite dolours, The de- 
vourt Sim of Caflia asketh our Saviour, going to= 
ward Mount Calvary, ſaying, O Lord, whither go 
you with the extreme weight of this dry ard bar- 
ren piece of wood ? Whither do you carry ir, and 


30 Why ? Where do you mean to ſet it? Upon mount 


Moralities for Good Friday ujon the death of 
JESUS CHRIST. 


Ount Calvary is a marycllous ſcaffold, where 
M the chiefeſt Monarch of all the world, loſeth 
his life, to reſtore our ſalvation which was loft, and 
where he makes the Sun to be eclipſed over his head 
and ſtones to be clovenunder his feet ,, to teach us 
by inſenſible creatures, the feeling which-we ſhould 
have of his ſufferings. 

This is the ſchool where Jeſus teacherh that great 
Leſſon, which is the way to do well. And we can- 
not better learn it then by his examples ſince he was 
pleaſed to make himſelf paſſible and mortal, to 0- 
vercome our paſſions, and to be the Authour of our 
immortality. 

The qualities of a good death may be reduced to 
three points : of which the firſt is ro bave a righc 
conformity to the will of God, for the manner, the 
hour, and circumſtances of our death, 


The ſecond is, to forſake as well the affetions, as 


the preſence of all creatures of this baſe world. 

The third is, to, unite our ſelves to God by the 
practiſe of great virtues , which will ferve as ſteps 
to glory. 

Now theſe three conditions are to be ſeen in the 
death of the Prince of Glory upon Mount Calvary , 
which we will take as the purelt Idea's, whereby to 
regulate our paſſage out of this world. 


Calvary ? That place is moſt wild and ſtony : how 
will yon plant it? Who ſhall wateric ?: Jeſus an- 
ſweyg, I bear upon my ſhoulders a piece of wood, 
which muft conquer him, who muſt make a far grea- 
ter conqueſt by the ſame piece of wood : 1 carry it 
to mount Calvary, to plant it by my death, and wa. 
ter it with my blood. This wood which I bear, 
muſt bear me, to bear the ſalvation of all the world, 
and to draw all after me, And then ( O faithful 


40 ſoul) wilt not thou ſuffer ſome confuſion , at thine 


own delicacies ? to be ſo tearful of death by an or- 
dinary diſeaſe, in a doun-bed, amongſt ſuch neceſſa- 
ry ſervices, ſuch favourable helps, conſolations and 
kindneſſes of friends ſo ſenſible of thy condition ? 
We bemoan and complain our ſelves of heat , cold, 
diſtaſte, of diſquier, of grief; Let us allow ſome of 
thisro Nature , yet mult it be confeſt , that we la- 
ment our ſelves very much : becauſe we have never 
known, how we ſhould lament a Jeſus Chriſt cruci- 


o fied. Let us die as it ſhall pleaſe the Divine Provi- 


dence : If death come when we are old, it is a ha- 
ven: If inyouth, itis a direR benefit antedated : 
If by ſickneſs, it isthe nature of our bodies : 1f by 
external violence,it is yet always the decree of Hea- 
ven. It is no matter how many deaths there are, 
we are ſurethere can be but one for us, 

2. Conſider further , the ſecond condition of a 
good death , which confiſts in the forſaking of all 
creatures , and you ſhall find it moſt punctually ob- 


60 ſerved by our Saviour at the time of his death. Fer- 


1.4 Onſder in the firſt place, that every man 

; living hath a natural inclination to life, be- 
eauſcit hath ſome kind of divinity in it, Weloveir, 
when it ſmilech apon us, as if it were our Paradiſe , 
and if it be trouble ſom, yet we ſtrive to retain it, 
though it be accompanied with very great miſeries, 
And if we muſt needs forſake this miſerable bedy, 
we then deſire to leave it by ſome gentle and eaſe 
death. This maketh us plainly ſee the generoſity 
of our Savioar, who being Maſter of life and death, 
and having it in his power to chuſe that manner of 
death which 


© 4+ T he ſweetneſs of all 


rara , a great Divine , who hath written a book of 
the hidden Word , roucheth twelve things abando- 
ned by our Saviour. 
I. Hic apparel,leaving \ ©6.T he authority of virtues. 
himſelf naked. 7.T be power of Angels. 
2, The marks of his | | 8. The perf«O} joys of his 
ou! 


dignity. > 5 ſoul. 6 
3. The Colledge of his | *. 9. The proper clarity of hs 
Apoſtles. | bo 


10.T he hoxours due to him. 
Il. His own thin. 


comfort. 


would be leaſt hideous, ( being of 46... 5. Hi own preper will, 12. All his b/cod. 


Now 
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THE PENITEYNT; Or, 


Now, do but conſider his abandoning the princi- 
pal of thoſe things, how bitter it was. Firſt, the a- 
bandoning of neareſt and moſt faithfull friends, is 
ablero affi& azy heart : Behold him forſaken by 
all his ſo well-beloved Diſciples, of whom he had 
made choice (amongſt all mortal men)to be the des 
poſitaries of his doctrine, of his life, of his bloud. If 
__ be at the myltery of his Paſſion,jtis to betray 

im, If S. Peter be there aſſiſting, it is to deny him: 


3. To conclude, obſerve the third quality of a 
good death, which will declare it ſelf by the exer. 
ciſe of great and heroick virtues. Conl:der that in- 
comparable mildnefſe which hath aſtoniſhed all 
Ages, hath encouraged all virtues, hath condemned 
all revenges, hath inftru&ed all Schools,and crown- 
ed all good actions : He was raiſed npon the Croſs, 
when his delours were moſt ſharp and piercing , 
when his wounds did open on all ſides, when his pre- 


If his ſorrowfull mother ftand at the foot of the 10 cious bloud vras ſhed upon the earth,and moiſtened 


Croſs, it is to increaſe the grief of her Son , and af- 
ter he had been fo ill bandled by his cruel execu- 
tioners, to crucifie him again by the hands of Love. 
The courageous Mother, to triumph over her ſelf 
by a magnanimous may ap preſent at the ex- 
ecution of her dear Son. She fixed her eyes upon 
all his wounds, to engrave them deep in her bearr, 
She-opened her ſout wide, to receive that ſharp 
piercing ſword, with which ſhe was threatned by 


it in great abundance;when he ſaw his poor cloaths 
torn in pieces, and yet bloudy in the hands of thoſe 
who crucified him, He confidered the extream ma- 
lice of that cruel people, how thoſe which could not 
wound him with iron, pierced him with the points 
of their accurſed tongues. He could quickly haye 
made fire come down from Heaven upon thoſe re. 
bellivus beads, And yet forgetting all his pains to 
remember his mercies, he opened his mouth, and 


that vener able old Simeon at her Purification : And 20 the firft word he ſpake,was in favour of his enemies, 


Jeſus, who ſaw her ſo afflited for his fake, felt 
himſelf doubly crucified upon the wood of the 
Crofs,and the heart of his dear Mother. We know 
it by experience, that when we love one tenderly, 
his afflictions and diſgraces will trouble us more 
then our own, becauſe be living in us by an affetio- 
nate life,”we live in him by a lite of reaſon and ele- 
Rion. Jeſus lived and repoſed in the heart of his 
blefſed Mother, as upon a Throne of love, and as 


to neporiate their reconciliation before his ſoul de- 
parted. The learned Cardinal Hwges admiring 
this exceſſive charity of our Saviour toward his e- 
nemies, applies excellent well that which is ſpoken 
of the Sun in Ecclefiaſticns. He brings news to all 
the world at his riſing,and at noon day be burns the 
earth, and heats thoſe furnaces of Nature, which 
makes it produce all her feats. 

So Jeſus the Sun of the intelligible world, did 


within a Paradiſe of his moſt holy delights. This z © manifeſt himſelf at his Nativity ; as in the morning. 


heart was before as a bed covered with flowers : 
But this ſame heart (on the day of his Paſſion) be- 
came like a ſcaffold hanged with mourning, — 
upon our Saviour entred, to be tormented and cru- 
citied upon the Croſs of Love,which was the Croſs 
of his Mother. This admirable Merchant, who de- 
ſcended from Heaven to accompliſh the buſineſs of 
all Ages, (who took upon him our miſeries, to 
give us felicities) was plunged within a ſea of bloud; 


But the Croſſe was his bed at noon, from whence 
c:me thoſe burning {treams of I ove, which inflame 
the hearts of all bleſſed perfons, who are like fur- 
nzces of that eternal fire, which burns in holy Sew, 

On the other part, admire that great magnani- 
mity which held him ſo long upon the Croſſe, as 
upon a throne of honour and power , when he be- 
ſtowed Paradiſe upon a man that was his compani. 
on in ſuffering, I cannot tell whether in this action 


and in thus ſo gore ſhipwrack, there remained go we ſhould more admire the good fortune of the 


one onely ineftimable pearl, (which was his divine 
Mother) and yer be abandons her, and gives her 
into the hand of his Diſciple. After he had forſaken 
thoſe neareſt ro him, ſee what he does with his bo- 
dy ; Jeſus did fo abandon it (a little before his 
death) that nor being content onely to deliver it as 
a prey to ſorrow, but he ſuffered it to be expoſed 
naked, to the view of the world, And amongſt his 
ſharpeſt dolours, (after he had been refuſed the 


good thief, or the greatneſs of Jeſus. The happi. 
neſſe of the good thief, who is drawn for a cut- 
throat to priton, from priſon to the Judgment. 
hall, from thence to the Croſſe, and therce goes to 
Paradiſe, without needing any other gate, bur the 
hea:t of Jeſus. 

On the other ſide, what can be more admirable 
then to ſee a man crucified, to do that at, which 
muſt be performed by the living God, when the 


drink which they gave to malefaRours,to ſtrength- go world ſhall end? To fave ſome, to make others 


en them in their torments) hetook for himfelt vi- 
negar and gall. O what a ſpeRacle was it to ſee a 
body torn in pieces, which reſted it ſelf upon its 
own wounds, which was dying every moment, bur 
could not die, becauſe that lite diſtilled by drops ? 
Whar Martyr did ever endure,in a body ſo ſenſible 
and delicate, having an. imagination ſo lively, and 
in ſuch piercing, dolours, mixt with ſo few com- 
forts? And what Martyr did ſuffer for all the (ins 


- reprobate, and to judge from the heighth of his 


Croſſe, as if he ſate upon the chiefeſt throne of all 
Monarchs, ” HE 

But we muſt needs affirm, that the virtue of pa- 
tience in this, holds a chief you, and teaches ye. 
ry admirable leſfons. He endures the rorments of 
body,and the pains of ſpirit, in all the faculties of 
his ſoul,in all the parrs of his virgin fleſh, and by 
the cruelty and multiplicity of his wounds, they all 


of the whole world, as he did, proportioning his 5@ become one onely wound, from the ſole of his foot, 


torments according to the fruits which were to pro- 
ceed from his Croſs ? Perhaps, O faithfull ſoul, 
thou lookeſt for a mans body in thy Jeſus, but thou 
findeſt nothing but the appearance of one, cruſted 
over with gore bloud :T ho ſeekeſt for limbs, and 
findeſt nothing but wounds : Thou lookeſt for a Je- 
ſus, which appeared glorious upon Mount T aber, 
as upon a Throne of Majeſty, with all the Enfgns 
of his Glory, and thou findeſt onely a skin all blou- 


to the top of his head. 

His delicate body ſuffers moſt innoeently, and all, 
by moſt - ingrate and hypocritical perſons, who 
would colour their vengeance with an apparance of 
holineſſe. He ſuffers without any comfort 4Kall, 
and (which is more) without bemoaning himſelf , 
he ſuffers whatſoever they would,or = lay upon 
him, to the very laſt gaſp of his life. Heaven wears 
rmfiourning upon the Croſſe ,/ all the Citizens of 


dy,faltened to a Croſs between two thieves. And if 70 Heaven weep over his torments : the carth quakes; 


the conſideration of this cannot bring drops of bloud 


from thy heart, ic muſt be more inſenſible then a 
diamond, 


ſtones rend themſelyes , Sepulchers open, the dead 
ariſe:Only Jeſus dies unmoveable upon this throne 
of patience, To 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


To conclude,who would not be aſtoniſhed art the 
tranquillity of his ſpirit, and amongſt thole great 
convulſions of the world, which moved round about 
the Croſs, amongſt ſuch bloody dolours, inlolent 
cries, and inſupportable blaſphemies , how he re- 
mained upon the Croſs, as ina Sanftuary, at the 
foot of an Altar, bleeding, weeping, and praying, 
to mingle his prayers with his blood and tears, [ 
do now underitand why the z/:i/eman ſaid, He plan- 


ted Ifles within the Abyſs, tince that in {o great a 10 


guli of afflictions, he ſhewed tuch a ſerenity of ſpt- 
rit , thereby making a Paradiſe for his Father ( a- 


mongſt ſo great pains) by the ſweet perfume of 


his virtues. After be had prayed for his enemies, 
giving a promiſe of Paradiſe to the good thief, and 
recommended his Mother to his Diſciple,he ſhur up 


his cys from all humane things, entertaining bimſelf 


only with prayers and ſighs to his heavenly Father, 
O that at the time of our deaths, we could imitate 


the death of Je/ws., and then we ſhould be fure to 20 


find the ſtreams of lite, 
AFpirations, 
SpeRacles of horrour, but Abyſs of goodneſs 
OQ and mercy. 1 feel my heart divided by hor. 
rour, pity, hate, love, execration, and adoration. 
But my admiration being raviſhed, carries me be- 
yond my ſclf.1s this then that bloody facritice which 
hath been expedted Irom all ages ? 1 his hidden my- 
ſtery, this proſound knowledge of the Croſs, tius 
dolorous 7:/#s, which makes the honourable a- 
mends between Heaven and earth, to the eternal 
lather, {or expiation ofthe {ns of humane kird, 
Alas, poor Lord, thou badſt but one life , and 1 
fee a thouſand inſtruments of death, which have ta- 
ken it away. Was thereneed of opening fo many 
bloody doors to let out thine innocent ſoul? Could 
it not part irom thy body without making ( on all 
ſides) fo many wounds ? which after they have ſer- 
ved tor the objects of men's cruelty, ſerve novy tor 


for it was very preat. 


mr LENT. 


The Goſpel for Faſter Day, 
I. Mark 16, 


Nd when the Sabbath was prſ, Mary Magdalen, ad Mary 

of James, and Salome bought ſpices, that coming they 
might anoint Jeſus. And very early the firſt of the Sabhuhs, 
they come to the Monument ; the Sun being now riſen. , Ard 
they ſay one to another, who ſhall roll back the ſtone from the doop 
of the Monument? QAnd [60% ing) they ſary the ſlone rolled bick, 
And entring intothe Monument , they 

ſaw «young mn ſuing on the rig ht hand, covered with a white 
Robe : and they were aſtoniſhed. Who ſaith tothem, Be not diſe 
mayed, you ſeek Jeſus of Nazareth that was cyacified : he is 
riſen, he ts not here, behold the Mace where they laid him. Put 


go, tell his Diſciples, and Peter , that he goeth before v0n int9 


Galilee : there you ſhall ſee him, as he told you, 
Aforalities, 


1.” He Sepulcher of Jeſus becomes a Fountain of 

- Þ& life, which carries in power, all the glories of 
the Higheſt Heaven, Our Saviour riſeth from 
thence, as day out of the Faft, and appcars as rri. 
umphant ir. the orraments ot his beauties, as he had 
been humbled by the acceſs of his mercies. The rage 
ofthe Jews loſeth here its power , death bisſting, 
Satan bis Kingdom, the Tomb his corruption, aud 
Hell his conqueſt. Mortality is deſtroyed, life is jl- 
luminated;all is drowned in one day of glory,which 
comes from the glorious light of our Redeemer. Ir 
is now (faith Textallian) rhar he is reveſ ed with his 
Pobe of honour, and 1sacknowledged as the erer- 


3® nal Prieſt for all eternity, It is now (ſaith $, Gregge 


ry Nazianz'm) that he re-aſlembles humane kid, 
{which was ſcattered fo many years , by the ſin of 
one man) and placeth it between the arms of his Dj. 
vinity, This isthe Maſter-picce of his profound hyu- 
mility ; and1 dare boldly affirm (faith S. Ambroſe ) 
that God had loſt the whole world, if this Sacred 
Virtue, which he made ſo clearly ſhine in bis belo- 
ved <0g,had not put him into poſſefiion of his Con- 
queſts. We ſhould all languiſh after this triumph. 


thoſe ot thy mercy ? O my feſ#s , 1 know not to qo ant ſtate of the Reſurre&ion, which will make an 


whom | ſpzak; for dono more know thee in the 
ſtate thou now ar: : or if I do, it is only by thy mi- 
ſeries, becaule they are fo exceſhive, that there was 
need of a God to ſuffer what thou haſt endured, 1 
look upon thy disfhgured countenance,to tind ſome 
part of thy reſemblance, and yet can find rone but 
thac of thy love. Alas, O beautitul head, which doſt 
carry all the glory of the higheſt Heaven , divide 
with me this dolorous Crown of tho: ns: they were 
my ſins which ſowed them,and ic is thypleaſure that 
thine innocency ſhould mow tkem, Give me, O ſa- 
cred mouth,give me that Gall which I ſee upon thy 
lips : ſuffer me to ſprinkle all my pleaſures with ir, 
fince after a long continuance, it did ſhnt up and 
conclude all thy dolours. Give me, O ſacred hands, 
and adored feet, rhe Nails which have pierced you: 
love birds you faſt enough ro the Croſs without 
them, Bur do thou , O Lord, hold me faſt to thy 
ſelf, by the chain of thine immenſiry, 


end of all our pains, and make our Crowns everla- 
ſting, | 

2. Let us love our Jeſus as the Afaries did, that; 
with them, we may be honoured with his viſits 
Their love is indefatipable, courageous, and infaty- 
able, They had all the day walk*d round about the 
Judgment-Hall, Mount Calvary, the Crofs,and the 
Sepulcher, They vere not wearied with all that x 
Ard night had no ſleep to ſhut up their eys. They 


50 forſook the image of death, which is leep, to find 


death it ſelf, ard never looked after any bed, ex. 
cept the Sepulcher of their Maſter : they travel a- 
mong{ darkneſs, Pikes, Laurces, the affriphis of 
Arms, ard ofthe might , nothing makes them at- 
fraid, If there appear a difficulty to remove the 
ſtones, love gives chem arms. They ſpare nothing 
for their Maſter and Saviour : they are above Nt» 
codemnu; and Joſeph, they have more exquiſite per- 
fumes, for they are ready to melt and diſtil their 


O Lance, cruel Lance, Why didit thou openthat 60 hearts upon the Tomb of their Maſter, O faithful 


molt precious fide? Thou didft think perhaps to find 
there the Son's lite, and yet thuy foundelt nothing 
bur the Mother's heart. Bur without ſo much as 
thinking what thou didſ}, in plavingthe murtherer, 
thou haſt made a Sepulcher, wherein' I will from 
hencefor:ch bury my ſoul, When I bchold theſe 


wounds of my dear Saviour, 1 do acknowledge the | 


- Nrokes of my own hand : I will therefore likewiſe 
engrave there my repentance : 1 will write my con» 


lovers, ſcek no more for the living amongſt, the 
dead, that cannor die for love, whichis the root of 
lite; 

3. The Angel in form of a yours man (covered 
with awhire Robe) ſhews us, thar all is young and 
white in immortality. The Reſurrection bath ro 
oldage : itisan age, which can neither prow, nor 
diminiſh. Theſe holy Afaries enter alive into the 
Sepulcher, where ihey thonght to find dearth , but 


verlion with an eternal charaQter. And if mult live, 70 they learn news of the chiefett of lives, Their faith 


I will never breath any other life , but thar only 
which ſhall be produced from the death of my ?e- 
ſus crucitied, 


is there confirmed char piety fatished,thew-promi= 
ſes aſſured, and their love receives conſolation. 


A irg- 
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THE PENITENT:; or, 


Aſpirations. with him, and for that, he was taken from' the con- 


0 not this day look toward the Eaſt, O my Je- verſation of men, and reſerved for Paradiſe, To 
"0g conſider « & Sepulcher,it is from Þ axes. this ſpeak truth, our foul ſhould alwaies be languiſhing 
fair Sun is riſen.O that thou appeareſt amiable,dear - after her Jeſus, and count it a kind of Adultery to 
Spouſe of my ſoul. Thy bead, which was covered be ſeparated from him,ſo much as by thought. Let 
with thorns. is now crowned with a Diadem of uslearna little to talk with him,we commonly have 
Stars,and Lights, and all the glory of the higheſt that in our rongue,which we keep in our heart. Let 
Heaven reſts upon it. Thine eyes,which were eclip- Us [weeten the iadnefle of our pilgrimage, by the 
ſed in bloud, have enlightned them with fires and contemplation of his beauties.Lert us look upon him 
- delicious brightneſſe, which melt my heart. Thy 1088 God and man , the God of gods, the Van of 
feet and hands,ſo far as 1 can ſee,are enamel'd with men : our great Saviour and Propher, powerfull 
Rubies, which after they-have been the objeRts of both in word and work; for it his word be thunder, 
mens cruelty, are now become eternal marks of thy his life is a lightving. He hath been here doing good 
bounty. O Jeſus, no more my wounded, but my 0 all the world, and ſuffering hurt from all che 
glorified Jeſus, where am 1? What do 1? I ſee, | flie, world, doing good without reward, and enduring 
I ſwound,1 die, revive my ſelf with thee, Ido be= evil without impatience, We all paſſe here as Tor- 
ſeech thee,my moſt ſacred Jeſus, by the moſt trium- rents into valleys ; the onely.queltion is of our paſ- 
phant of thy glories, let me no more fall into the ting well : whether we'look on worldly goods as 
image of __ nor into thoſe appetites of ſmoke ©n waters which paſſe under a bridge, and as upon 
and earch, which have ſo many times buried the 20 the furniture of an Inn which is none of ours, It we 
light of my ſoul. What have I re do with the illu- be embarked in. the Veſſel of life, ler us not amuſe 
ſions of this world ? 1 am for Heaven, for Glory, our ſelyes to gather Cockles upon the ſhore; but ſo, 
and for the ReſurreRion, which 1 will now make that we may always haye our cys fixt uponParadiſe, 
bud out of my thoughts, that | may hereafter poſ- 2. Iwo things do hinder choſe Pilgrims from 
ſeſſe them with a full fruition, knowing Jeſus as they ſhould. The one is, their eyes 
; are dazled , and the other is,the little account they 

The Goſpel upon Munday in Eaſter- make of the Croſſe, which drives them into the mi- 
week, S. Luke the 24, firuſt of the ReſurreRion. And this is it which cro(- 

A ND behold, 10 of them went the ſame day into a Town ſeth us all our life, and fo oft diverts us trom the 
which was the ſpace of ſixty furlongs from Jeruſalem, na- 4 5 point of our happineſle, Our eyes are dazled with 
medEmmaus. And they talked betwixt themſelves of all thoſe falſe lights of the world, they are darkened with fo 
things that bad chaiiced, And it came to paſs, while they tal- many miſts and vapours of our own appetites and 


ked aad reaſoued with themſelves, Jeſus alſo himſelf approac!- | : 
ing, weat with them, but thcir eyes were beld, that they might P aflions, that we cannot ſee the goods of heaven in 


10! know him. And be Jaid to them, what are theſe commu- *Þ< brighteſt oftheir day,Worldly chains have a cer- 
nications that you confer onewith another,walking, aud are Taine eQtive vigour and pleaſure, which is only 
ſ1d> And one whoſe name was Cleophas, anſwering, ſaidto painted, but they have a moſt certain ſorrow, and 2 
bim, Art thou only a ſtranger in Jeruſalem, and haſt nor kzown. moſt uncertain contentment : They have a painfull 


the thinzs (hat have been done init theſe days? To whom bs of : p __ 
ſard, what things ? Axd they ſaid, Concerning Jeſus of 'Naza- r,and a timorous reſt : A poſſeſſion tull of mi 


reth, who was « men, a Prop1er, mighty in work and worg es © Aery,and void of all beatitude.lt we had our eys wel 
fore God an4 all the people. And bow our chief Pritfs and © opened, ro penetrate and ſce what it is, we ſhould 
Princes delivered bim into condemnation of death, and c:ucifi= then ſay of all the molt raviſhing objects of the 
ed bim. But we hoped that it was be that (how'd redeem \ſrael: world . How ſenſeleſſe was I when courted you? 


And now beſides all this, to day is the third day fince theſe * ts | 
bins were done. But certazs women alſo of #urs made us © 4e<eifull world , thou didſt appear great to me, 


afraid; who, before it was ligh!, w.re at the Monument, and when I ſaw thee nor as thou art; Bur fo ſoon as I 
not finding bis body, came, ſaying, That they ſaw a viſion alſo id ſee thee rightly, 1 did then ceaſe to ſee thee : for 
of Angels, who ſay that h« is alzue. And certain min of ovrrs thou waſt no more to me but juſt nothing, We run 


wen! to the Monument,and they found it ſo as the women ſaid, in full career after al that pleaſerh our ſenſe,and the 
but him thty ſound not. . 


And he (atd tothem, O feoliſh,and flow of heart, to. believe Crofle, which is ſo much preached to us, is much 
#1 all things which the Prophets have ſpokens O'ght uot Chyyſt More upon our Altars,then in our bearts. We will 
to have ſuffered theſe things,aud ſo enter into brs glory ? And be- © not know, that the throne of Mount Calvarie, is 
ginning from Moſes and all the Prophets, be did enterpret to® © the path-way to Heaven . and as this trutlf wanders 


them in all the Scriptures, the things that were concerning him. & 
And they drew nigh to the Town whither they went;zand be made rom our hearts, Jeſus departs from our eyes. Let 


ſemblance to go further. And (bey forced him, ſaying, Tariy us at leaſt pray ] eſus ro ſtay with us, for itis late in 
with us, becauſe it is towards 1#gh:, and the day now far ſpent, Our hearts,and the night isfar advanced by our want 
and be wen: ia with them. And it came to paſs,, while he ſate of true light.We ſhall not know Jeſns by diſcourſe, 


ly oaks 1-5 * __ Ra m_ » "but byfeeding himin the perſons of his poor, ſince 
id reach tothem. An es were opened, 'y | : | 

bare him 2 and he carte -onr af chee-frbt—dnd—they he gives the continual nouriſhment of his body, 
ſaid one to the other, Was not our heart burning in us whiles he BE Aſpirations. 

ſpake in the way, end opened xn'o us the -Scraptures ? and Onely Pilgrim of the world, and firſt dweller 
riſing up the ſame hour, they went back into Jeruſalem, and 60 inthe heart of thy heavenly Fatber, what a pil - 


they found the eleven nathered together, and thoſe that were ; , 
. D _ .* . r1 en 
with them, ſaying, That, our Lord is riſcn indeed, and bath g wo haſt thou made, deſcendmg from Heaven 


ER "CI mice rhines ar wore cone £2.90 and yet without forſaking Heaven ? Thou 
in the way : and how they knew him in the breaking of bread. baſt mark thy ſteps by thy conqueſts, made viſible 
HMoralities. thy way. by thine own light, thou haſt watered ic 

I. T isa ſtrange thing,that God is always withus, with thy precious bloud, and paved it with thy 
and we are ſo little with him. We have our þe- wounds. O what a-goodly thing it isto walk with 
ing, our moving,our life from him : he carries us in thee,when thou openeft thy ſacred month, as the 0- 
his arms, he keeps us as a nurſe doth her dear child, pening of a temple, to diſcover the beauties and my- 
and yet all this while we ſcarce know what he is,and * Rteries of it, O that is moſt pleafing to underſtand 
© uſehim ſo often as 4 ſtranger. He is in our being, 70 that mouth, which diſtils ſo mach honey through 
and yer we keep him far from our heart, as a dead lips of Roſes. But wherefore (My good Lord) art 
man, who is quite forgotten, And Enxch walked thou pleaſed to hide thy felf from a foul which -4 
7 oy gaiſhes 


ob, 
MH 
"'4 


Þ4 


iſhes after thee ? Take - away the veil from mine 
s, and ſuffer thy ſelfto be ſeenin the veſture of 
y a heavenly beauties, If I muſt bear the Croſs, and 
paſs by the throne of Mount Calvary, to come to 
Heaven, I moſt humbly ſubmit to thy divine plea. 
ſare, that I may poſſeſs all that thou art, 


The Goſpel upon Tneſday in Eaſter 
week, S. Lake the 24, 


W whileſt they ſpake theſe things, Jeſus flood in the midſt r0 


of them, and he ſeith to them, Peace be to you 3 +1t is I, fear 
mot. But they being troubled and frighted, imagined they ſaw 4 
Spirit. And he ſaith io them, #hy are you troubled, and c0- 
gitations ariſe in your hearts? See my hands and feet, that itis 
1 my ſelf, handle, and ſee : for a ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones, 
as you ſee me 10 have. And when he had ſaid this, he ſhewed them 
his hands and feet, But they yet not —_ and marvelling 
for joy, he ſaid, Have you here any thing to be eatea? But they 
offered him a piece of fiſh broiled, and a honey comb. And 
when he had exten before them, taking the remains , he gave to 
them. And he (aid 10 them, Theſe are the words which I ſpake 


ENTERTAINMENTS for LENT. 


Fr is the a& of great and generous Ipirits to abaſe 
themſelves, and condeſcend to their inferiours, $0 
David being anointed King, and inſpired as a Pro- 
pher,doth not ſhewhis perſon terrible in the heighe 
of his great glory, but {till retained the mildneſs of 
a Shepherd. So /eſas,thetrue ſonof David, (by his 
condeſcending to us) hath conſecrated a certain de- 
gree, whereby we may aſcend to Heaven, Are not 
we aſhamed that we have ſo little bumility or.re« 
ſpeR to our inferiours, but are always ſo full of our 
ſelves , fince our Lord, fitting in his throne of glo+ 
ry and majeſty , doth yet abaſe himſelf to the aRi- 
ons of our mortal life ? Let it be ſeen by our hands 
whether we be reſuſcitated, by doing good works, 
and giving liberal alms. Let it appear by our feet, 
that they tollow the paths of the moſt holy perſons. 
Let it be ſeen by our nouriſhment (which ſhould be 
moſt of honey) that is, of that celeſtial ſweetneſs 
which is extracted from prayer, And if we ſeem to 


to you when I was yet with you, that dl things muſt needs be ful- 20 refuſe fiſh, let us at leaſt remain in the element of 


filled, which aye written in the Law of Moſes , and the Pro-. 
phets, and the Pſalms, of me. Then he opened their under- 
ſtanding, that they might underſtand the Scriptures. And he 
ſaid wo them, That ſo 1t is written, and ſo 1t behoved Chriſt to 
ſuffer, and to riſe again from the dead the third gay, and penance 
10 be preached in bis Name, end remiſſion of fins unis all Nations, 
Moralities. 

E think ſometimes that eſs is far from us, 
when he is in the midſt of our heart : he 
watches ever us, and ſtretches out his divine hands 


piety, as fiſhis in the water, 
ASpirations. 

T Hy love is moſt tender, and thy cares moſt ge- 

nerous(QO mild Saviour.) Amongſt all the tor- 
rents of thy paſſion, thou haſt not caſted the waters 
of SI Thou returneſt to thy children, as 
a Nightingale to her little Neſt. Thou doſt comfort 
them with thy viſits,and makeſt them familiar with 
thy glorious life. Thou eateſt of a honey-comb by 


for our proteftion. Let us live always as if we were 30 juſt right, baving firſt caſted the bitter gall of thac 


aQually in his preſence, before his eys, and in his 
boſom. An ancient Tradition doth obſerve, that 
after our Lord's Aſcention, the Apoſtles did never 
eat together, bur they left the firſt Napkin for their 
good Maſter, CORO according to his pro- 
miſe, he was always with them.Let us accuſtom our 
ſelves to this exerciſe of God's preſence. It is a hap- 
py neceſſity to make us do well , to believe and 
apprehend that our Judge is always preſent, If re- 


unmerciful Ofoſs. It is thus, that our ſorrows 
ſhould be turned into ſweets. Thou muſt always 
be moſt welcom to me in my troubles , for I know 
well, that thou only eanſt pacifie,and give them re- 
medy. I will govern my ſelf towards thee, as to 
the fire : too much near familiarity will burn us ; 
and the want of it will let us freeze. 1 will eat hoe 
ney with thee in the bleſſed Sacrament : I know 
that many there do chew, but few receive thee wor- 


ſpe& make him formidable, love will teach us,\that 4© _ Make me (O Lord) I beſeech thee,capable 


he is the Father of all ſweetneſs. There can beno 
greater comtort in this world , then to be preſent 
in heart and body with that which we love beſt, 

2. Teſus is taken by his Apoſtles for a Spirit, be- 
cauſe after the Reſurreion he pierced the walls, 
and appeared ſuddenly as Spirits do. S. Paul alfo 
faith in the ſecond of the Corinthians, that now we 
do no more knowChriſt according to the fleſh, that 
is to ſay, by the paſſions of a mortal body , as S. E- 


of thoſe which here on earth ſhall be the true An- 
tepaſts to our future glory, 


The Goſpel upon Low-Sunday, 
S. Fehn the 20. 


Herefore when it was late that day, the firſt of the Sabbaths, 
and the doors were ſhut where the Diſciples were gathered 
togethey for fear of the Jews, Jclus came and ſtood in the midſty 
and ſaith to them, Peace be to you. And when he had ſaid this, 
he ſhewed them his hands and ſide. The Diſciples therefore were 


piphanins doth expound it, We muſt make little 5© glad when they ſaw our Lord, He ſaid therefore t9 them again, 


uſe of our bodies, to converſe with our Jeſs, who 
hath caken upon him the rare qualities of a Spirit, 
We muſt raiſe our ſelves above our ſenſes , when 
we £0to the Father of light, and the Creatour of 
ſenſe. He teacherh us the life of Spirits, and the 
commerce of Angels, and makes aſſays of onr im- 
mortality, by a body now immortal. Why are we 
ſo tied to our ſenſe, and glued to the earth ? Muſt 
we ſuffer our ſelyes to enter into a kingdom of 
death, when we are told of the reſurreRion of him 
who is the Authour of all lives? 

3. Admire the condeſcending and bonnties of 
our Lord to his dear Diſciples. He that was entred 
into the kingdom of ſpirits and immortal converſa- 
tion, ſuffers his feet and hands to betouched, to 
prove in him the reality of a true body. He eats in 
preſence ofhis Apoſtles,though he was not in more 
eſtate to digeſt meat , then the Sun is to digeſt va- 
pours. He did no more nouriſh himſelf with our 


Peace be to you. As my Father hath ſent me, I alſo do ſend 


you. When he had ſaid this, he breathed upon them, and he 
' ſaid tothem, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt ; Thoſe ſins you ſhall 


ſevzive, they are forgiven them ; and whoſe you ſhall retain, they 
are retained. But Thomas, one of the iwelve, who is called 
Didymus, was not with them when eſus came : the other Di 
ſeiples therefore ſrid 10 him, We have ſeer. our Lord. But he 
ſaid to them, Unleſs I ſee in his hands the print of the nails, aud 
put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand tnto his 
ſide, 1 will not believe. 

And after eight days , again his Diſciples were within, and 
Thomas with them. Jeſus cometh, the doors being ſhut , and 


» 60 ſtood in the midſt, and ſaid, Peace beto you. Then he ſaith to 


Thomas, Pat in thy finger hither, and ſee my hands, and bring 
hither thy hand, and put it into my ſide, and be not incredulous, 
but fuithful. Thomas anſwered and ſaid to him, My Lord and 
my God. Teſus ſaith to him, Becauſe thou haſt ſeen me, Tho- 
mas, thou haſt believed: Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, and 


have believed. 
Aſpirations. 


1. FEſus the Father of all bleſſed harmonies ( after 
{o many combats ) makes a general peacein all 


corruptible meats , then the Stars do by the ya- 5 nature, He pacifieth Limbo, taking the holy Fa- 
thers out of darkneſs, to enjoy an eternal light,and 
ſending the damned into the bottom of Hell, He 24 
| cifiet 


ponrs of the earth. And yet he took them to con- 
firm our belief, and to make us familiar with him. 


uUunu 
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. The Pemtent; Or, Entertainments for Lent. 


cifieth the earth , making it from thenceforth to 
breathe the air of his mercies. He pacifieth his A. 
poſtles, by delivering them from that profound ſad- 
neſs , which they conceived by the imaginary loſſg 
of their dear Maſter. He pacifieth Heaven , by 
ſwmeetning the ſharpneſs of his Heavenly Father, 
quenching by his wounds , the fire which was kind- 
led of his juſt anger. Every thing ſmilerh upon this 
great Peace-maker , Nature leaveth her mourn- 


&sked of him jn the virtue of eur Saviour's wounds ; 
which made him give all his ſilver veſſel to a poor 
gentleman, that had found out the word, And wh 
ſhould not we give our ſelves to God , who both 
buyeth and requireth us by the wounds of Jeſus ? 

3. Jeſusinſpireth the ſacred breath of his mouth 
upon the Apoſtles, as upon the hrit fruits of Chriſti- 
anity : to repair the fi.{t breath, and reſpiration of 
lives , which the Authour of gur racedid fo miſera- 


ing , end putteth on robes of chearfulneſs, to con. TO bly loſe, 1f we can obrain a part of this, we ſhall be 


gratnlate with him his _ and admirable con- 
queſts, It is in him that the Heavenly Father (by a 
fingular delight ) hath poured out the fulneſs of all 
Graces, to make us an eternal dwelling, and to re- 
concile all in him , and | how. pacitying by his 
blood from the Croſs, all that is upon earth, andin 
Heaven. This is our oſha, of whom the Scripture 
ſpeaketh , that he clears all differences, and appea- 
ſeth all battels. No ſtroke of any hammer or other 


like the wheels of Ezckicls myſterious charior , 
which are filled with the ſpirit of life, That Sreat 
Divine called Matthias Viexna , ſaid, that light wag 
the ſubflance of colours, and the ſpirit of Jeſus is the 
ſame of all our virtues, If we live 6f his fleſh, there 
is great reaſon we ſhould be animated by his Spirit, 
Happy a thouſand times are they , who are poſleſ- 
ſed with the Spirit of Jeſus , which is to their fpirit 
as the apple of the eye, S. Themas was deprived of 


iron.was heard at the building of Solowey's Temple; 20 this amorous communication , by reaſon of his in- 


and behold the Church (which is the Temple of the 
living God ) doth edifice ſouls with a marvellous 
tranquillity. | 

2. The Sunis not ſo well ſet forth by his beams, 
as our Saviour is magnificently adorned with his 
wounds. Thoſe are the charaRers which he hath 
C_ upon his fleſh, after a hundred ingenious 
fa 
monds , but our Saviour keeps his wounds in the 


ions. The Ladies count their Pearls and dia- + 


credulity. He would fee with his eyes, and feel with 


, his hands , that which ſhould rather be comprehen- 
" ded by faith: which is, an eye bleſſedly bling : 


which knoweth all within its own blindneſs , and is 
alſo a hand, which remaining onearth, goeth to find 
God in Heaven, 
AFpiraticns. | 
Reat Peace-maker of the world , who by the 
effuſion of thy precious blood , haſt pacified 


higheſt attire'of his Magnificences, It is from thence, 30 the wars of fourty ages, which"went before thy 


that the beauty of his body , taketh a new ſtate of 

lory,and our faith in the reſurreRion is confirmed: 
Co the good fill chemſelyes with hope , miſcreants 
with terrour, and Martyrs find wherewith to in- 
flame their courage. Theſe divine wounds open 
themſelves as ſo many mouthes, to plead our cauſe 
before the Celeſtial Father. Our Saviour Jeſas 
never ſpake better for us, then by the voice of his 
precious Blood. Great inquiry hath been made for 


death. lus word of peace hath coſt thee many bat- 
tels, many ſweats and labours, to cement this apree- 
ment of Heaven and earth, of ſence and reaſon, of 
God and man. Behold thou arr at this preſent like 
the Dove of Noah's Ark, thou haſt eſcaped a grear 
deluge of paſhons , and many torrents of dolours, 
thrown head-long one upon another, Thou bring. 
eſt us the green Olive branch, to be the mark of tt 

eternal alliances. What ? ſhall my ſou! be ſo auda-. 


thoſe mountainsef mirrh and frankincenſe , which 40 cious and diſordered , as to talk to thee of war, 


- Solomon promiſeth in the Canticles , but now we 
have found them in the wounds of Jeſus. It is from 
thence that there cometh forth a million of ſanRifi. 
ed exhalations of ſweetneſs, of peace and propitiati- 
on, as from an eternal Sanctuary. A man may ſa 
they are like the Carbuncle, which melteth the wax 
upon which it is imprinted, for they melt our hearts 
by a moſt prefitable impreſſion, At this ſight the 
Eternal Father calms his countenance,and the ſword 
of his juſtice returneth into the ſheath, Shal not we 
be worthy of all miſeries, if we do not arm theſe 
wounds againſt us, which are ſo effectual in our be. 
half? And if this blood of our Abel ( after it hath 
reconciled his cruel executiofiers ) ſhould find juſt 
matter to condemn us for our ingratitudes ? 7ohy 
the Second, King of Portugal, had made a ſacred 
vow , never to refuſe any thing which ſhould be 


when thou ſpeakeſt co her of peace ? To offer thee 
a weapon, when thou offereſt her the Articles of her 
reconciliation, figned with thy precious blood? O, 
whac earth could open wide enough her boſome to 
ſwallow me, if ] ſhould live like a little 4birarm, 
with a hand armed againſt Heaven, which pours out 
for me nothing but flowers and roſes? Reign (O 
my ſweet Saviour) withinall the conquered powers 
of my ſoul, and within my heart as a conqueſt which 


© thou baſt gotten by ſo many titles. I will ſwear vp. 


on thy wounds, which after they have been the mo- 
numents of thy fideiity , ſhall be the adored Altars 
of may vowsand facrifices. I will promiſe thereup- 
on, an inviolable fidelity to thy ſervice. 1 will live 
no more but for thee , ſince thou haſt killed my 
death in thy life, and makeſ my life flouriſh within 
thy triumphant ReſurreRion, 
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Excellent Princeſs ; 


z@ His Tranſlation of the Holy Court, as it had its firſt life breathed into it by 
the animating ſpirit of her Sacred Majeſty's Royal acceptance ; ſo in 
this laſt, and concluding piece, it infinitely defires ſuch your favourable 
entertainment. Nor, verily, can I {where ſo bright and reſplendent a 
Star, from a ſphear of Greatneſs, hath already lighted up a flame to di- 
rect others in their approbation ) but with much confidence hope the 
like propitious rays, may benignly refle& from your ſo near a confining Influence. 

Here ſhall your Grace behold the powerful predominance of Reaſon over Paſſions, 
not taught in Ep:#etur, or Senece's prophane Schole 3 but dictated from the Truth- 
teaching ſacred Oracles of Chriſtian Piety, | 

Here the Soul is informed, and Judgment rectified, to hate Vice, and fly it to love 
Virtue, and practiſe it, not in exteriour garbs, andpetty light formalities, which only 
ſerve to amuſe vulgar ſpirits: but by the interiour Habits, and ſerious embracement of 
the moſt ſolid virtues. The pretious memory ( Excellent Princeſs) of your thrice 
noble Father, whoſe living Image, and ſecond-ſelt you repreſentatively are, together 
with your known love of pious Books, and daily praCtiſe in your life, of the wholeſom 
precepts couched in this, hath encouraged my preſent addreſs, to ſerve for the enter- 
tainment of your vacant hours, which thus filently ſpent, and maturely digeſted; will 
have the force and efficacy of the moſt ſerious employment, and may exemplarily in- 
vite other eminent Spirits, to imitate your Graces profitable, and well-ſeaſoned retire- 
ments. I wiſh (excellent Lady) there were any thing wherein I might better expreſs 
the devoted ſervice I owe to your eminent ſelf, and illuſtrious Family : but ſince weak 
endeavours can produce but ſlender effe&ts, and noble diſpoſitions do readily pardon 
incident imperfections ; I will reſt in the chearful hope of excuſe, and in the ardent 
Vow ofa ftudious willingneſs to become worthy the Title of 


Your Grace's humbleſt, and 
moſt obſequious Servant , 


THOMAS HAWKINS. 


BRRYBRRDBABRN BARN BNRDNBBDNBNS 
To my Lord , 
MY LORD THE DUKE OF 


ANGUIEN;, 
ELDEST SONNE OF eMY LORD 
THE | 


PRINCE 


My LokD, 


Finiſh the HOLY-CouRT in my Books , when your age inviteth you to begin it in 
your manners ;, and for your firſt exerciſe of arms, I offer you the Combats and Em. 
pire over Paſſions, which 15 greater then that of the world. A 

T here it is, Where you ſhall know the induſtry of a warre, which nature wageth, 
and reaſon teatheth us ;, Which is never too ſoon learned , and which is ordinarily but 
too late underſtood, Princes in other battels ſpeak With months of fire , and make PIG 
of a miltion of hands ,, but in this which I repreſent, they are alone, and therein em- 
ploy but the moity of themſelves , one part of Man being revelted againſt the other. 

Beſides, all the homour of the victory reſts in themſelves ,, arms, fortreſſes, and Re- 
giments not at all participating therein, and if they prove fortunate in theſe enconnters , they ſtand inthe eſteem 

of wiſe men, for Demy-Gods. . 

T heir quality obligeth them to this duty more then other mes, fince Paſſions are winds , Which in popular life 
raiſe but little waves, but in them ſtir up monutains of water. For which, I am per(waded, that, as you ſo 
dearly have loved the labours of my Pen, and ſonght for your inflrultion 61t of my Bocks ; I conld nit do a bet= 
ter ſervice, or more ſwitable to your age, then by arming you againſt theſe plagues, which have ſo oftex tarniſhed 
Diadems on the brow of Czſars,and turned Conqueronrs into Slaves, 

Sir, I promiſe my ſelf much from your Greatneſs in this Conqueſt, ſeeing it already hath given teſtimonies 
to the world, worthy of your eminent Birth, Which oblige you to virtue, ont of a neceſſity as ſt rong, as your diſ- 
poſition is ſweet. Wit, which is as the principal Genius of your houſe, hath in you caft forth olimmers, that 
have flows thronghout Enrope, when you publickly an{Wered threnghoat all Philoſophy, in an age wherein other 
Princes begin to learn the firit elements. Ton have placed wiſdom on the higheſt Throne of Glory, 1ud it by your 
month hath rendred Oracles toinſtraft the learned, and aſtoniſh Deftours, Inthe firſt ſcaſon of life, which ſo 
many other [pend in delights, you have hei ghtned the lights of your awnderſt anding by the labour and inauſftry of 
ſtudy, lining, as certain Plants, which bear the figure of Stars all inmroned with T horns, 

It is time, that all your Brightneſs chaxge into Fire, and ſince Sciences are but Colonrs , which appear xt 
in the night-time. if Virtue do nit illuminate them, they muſt be gilded with the rayes of your good life, and tu- 
kindled with the ardours of your courage, as you very happily have already begun. 

Sir, I do aſſure my ſelf, that of all thoſe things you knoW, yon will enly approve the good, and that of all ſuch as 
you can, you will do none but the juſt.” T his is it you owe to the King, to whom jou have the honour to be ſo near. 
T his is it, Which the education ef the woſt prudent of Fathers, and th: tender care of the beſt of Mothers, exatt, 
T his3s it, that France, which locketh oy you (as 4 Sicn of its Lillies) wiheth. The is it, which blond, the moſt 
m:ble on Earth, breeding the meſt happy inthe world, and t hat face where Grace and Majeſty make ſo ſWeet a 
cormix1on, ceaſe nit to promiſe us. 

As there is mathing little in you, ſowe muſs not endure any thing, imperfelt : andif that, which Wwe take to 
be (pots in the Sun, be Stars , it plainly ſheweth ws, that all mnſt be ſplendour in your cendition , and that we 
muſt not expe years, ſince the wit of Princes is much ſwifter then time. 

Your great Uncle, wha gained the battle of Ceriſoles, ſaid to thoſe who upbraided him with his youth, that he 
did nit cut with his beard, bat with his ſword : and I am perſwaaed , that you will imitate his valenr, to 
take part in his glory, yea even in this your mine rity, Whereis the Kings colours bring already to flie under your 
name. 

My Lord, remember, the throne of the $un among the Egyptians was ſupported by Liens, and that you mnſt 
be all heart to ſupport that of onr moſt Chriſtian King, in imitation of the great Prince, to whos you ow your 
Birth ,, For whoſe ſake I wiſh you as many bleſſings as Heaven promiſeth you, efteeming my ſelf moſt happy to 
be able tocontribute mylabears and ſervices tothe glory of your eaxcation , ſince I have the h:nour to call my 


ſelf by juft title : 


9T1R, 


Your moſt humble and moſt affefionate ſervant in the Lord, 


N. CAUSSIN. 
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SEVERAL DISPOSITIONS 
OF. M EN, 
Which ſerves for a Foundation to the Diſcourſe of 
 " PASSIONS 


WS HE HOLY COURT warmt 

SJ (as ya) ſrfficiently beamtificd with 
the eminent luſtre of Glory (whereig 
I repreſented it) but it was neceſſary, 
that taking poſſeſſion of the Empire 
over paſſions, it ſhonld wear a crown 
which it hath gained by its travel, and wronght by its 


proper virtues. In this laſt Tome (arar Reader) I 


preſent thee the abſolute reformation of the ſoul by e- 


full aff able,conrteons, pliaut witty liberal and aftive. 
this kind are many gentle courteous, modeſt, and 
handſome women : men of honour and of quality, who 
make a xoble Company, and are infinitely apt for alt 
the civilities of a laudable converſation. But if they 
degenerate from this degree,they become great eaters, 
ou ſcoffers,difſolnte quain flatterers, laſcivious,aud 
ratih, 

Others, like unto ſtirred air are turbulent, ſtormy, 


ternal principles, and the vittery ever pewers which 10 cholerick, ſuſpicions, impatient, nice, biting underta- 


oppoſe Reaſon, 

T boy art not 1gworant, that Angels and bruit beaſt 
are not of one piece, the one being Wholly Spirit and the 
other Fleſh: But Man (a middle creatnre between 
Angels and bruit beaſts)participateth both of fleſh and 
Spirit by an admirable tye, Which in him oecaſioneth 
continual war of Paſſions, which are properly commo- 
tions of animal and ſenſitive nature,canſed by the ima- 


gination of good and evil, with ſome alteration of bogy, 


kers, mutable, mutinonus, unquiet, murmurers, and 
ſlanderers. It is they who raiſe quarrels, and litigi- 
ous wranglings in the world, who diſt urb men and af- 
fairs : wherein they many times are as quick-filver 
in gildings, ontly uſed to make it reſelve into ſmoke, 
Of the Aquaticks, ſome are ſlvv and cold, taſteleſs, 
without affettion, wit bout coraiality, weaded to their 
own petty profits,and born for themſelves. Of this rank, 
os ſee many that make a goed ſhew who reſemble thoſe 


T hey take their origin from two Appetitesof which the 1g dryed-up or frozen fountains upon a throuc of marble, 


Concmpiſcible canſeth Love, Hatred, Deſire, Averſj- 
on, {oy and Sadneſs : The Iraſcible, cauſeth Hope, 
Deſpair, Bolaneſs, Fear and Anger. To this ordinary 
»amber, I add Shamefac*dneſs, Envy, Fealouſie and 
Compaſſion, to accon:;pliſh our work in all its parts. 
All Paſſions are generally in all men, but all appear 
net in all. There ts a eertain mixture in nature,Which 
# the canſe,that the worſt have ſomething of good, and 
the beſt ſomething of bad. Now wte, that as the Pla- 


which have oftent enough, but afford ns water, Others 
which like ftanding and mariſhy waters ,are cloſe fonl, 
ſlaggiſh, traiterous, and daugerons. Others, like the 


ſea, are ambitions, unequal, 1% e1tain, fantafticall, 


and capricious, every moment changing ſhape in this 
great Comedy of the World. Others are peaceablc aud 
nſefnll, as goodly Fountains and great Rivers, 

As for the Terreſtrial, they are ſtubborn, inflexi- 
ble,dull and ſtupid, of the condition if thoſe people who 


toxiſts diſtinguiſh five ſorts of drvils; to wit, Fierie, 30 thought they were at the end of numbers when they had 


Airie, Aquatick, Terreſtrial and Subterrancan ; ſo 
humane ſpirits are divided into as many forms, which 
produce marvellous diver ſities in every natnre. The 
Fiery,are Spirits of fire, wheref {ome ſeem to be en- 
kindled with the pureſt flames of ſtars which are mag- 
nanimons, pure, :igorons,bold,intelligent, attive ami- 
able, and munificent. And of this ſort are the moſt 
illuſtrious of Kings andof Queens, of Princes and of 


Princeſſes, good Prelates, oreat and virtuous Ladies, 


counted to four, and cenld go wo further. Some in the 
beginning appear what they are, and others have a ſje- 
cious out fide, which makes them to paſſe for handſome 
beaſts Sometimes they are lentiſh, cloudy, enemies of 
Joy, of innocent pleaſire, of beauty, of witty conceits, of 
diſconrſe, of inventions, ſlaves of gain, and traitours 
te their own life, out of the exorbitancy of their ava- 
rice. Inthis number you foall find many like to thoſe 
(which Theophraſtus deſcribeth) who neither lend fire 


the wiſe, the valiant, the moſt n1table States-men, Ge- go nor ſalt to their neighbours ;, who wear hideous habits, 


zerals of Armies,Conquerours.yea,and the Saint s moſt 
eminent in virtue. T here are athers alſo Fiery but burnt. 
With the fire of ( «mets, which are maligne, counter- 
feit ,vicious, inſolent, peviſh, ereſſe, covetons, ambiti- 
ous, cruel, arrogant, tnhumane, violent, and impetu- 
ers. Of this matter were compoſed the Tiberius's, the 
Herods, the Nero's, and th: Domitians, who ſeemed 
to be bory for the deſclation of mankind. 

T he Airy are likewiſe of two kinds very different : 


and eanſe themſelves to be ſhaven very cloſe, that they 
may be at the lefſe coſt with their Barber ,, who bave 
HMagazins of pedlers, and who laden with old keyes, 
walk every day up and down their grounds, to ſee whi- 
ther they have net changed place. Some are like Ponl- 
cats, others are Fawns and Satyrs, who are addifted 
to baſe, and ſhamefull Iuſts, captions, ſhifting, impu- 
acnt night-walkers, and Hebgoblings, Who extremely 
difturb the repoſe of humane life, if laws armed With 


for the one are of a temperate conſtitution which ma- 5 © force endeavonr net to diſſipate them, to make uſe of 


k:th them mild,peaceable,pions,cordial,ſociable,grace- 


chains to reſtrain them. 
The 


OBSERVATIONS OF MEN. 


The Subterr antant are Melancholich, cloſe hy po- 
eritical, ſilent, fumiſh, (ad, irreconcileable, bloudy, 
and venomons. T hey are very apt to hatch revenges 
long pondred,to build labyrinths in their hearts,where- 
in no day light appeareth: Nevertheleſs, as they moſt 
times have an impetency in the execution of bad de- 
figns, ſo they cheriſh, but not ſatisfie their paſ5ions. 
7 tt do theſe qualities diver ſly commix one With ano- 
ther, yea, the high:ft with the loweft ; from whence 
proceed infinite variations in the /p 
there is not any thing ſo changea 
ſo hard to be known, as man. 

Some ſeem to be born with good parts, but through 
the want of ſome help of nature, or inftruttion, they 
degenerate into bad, and render themſelves very capa- 
ble of deceits and illuſions. So wany are become Hur 
guenots, for that they want vigenr of judgment, aud 
ſee not that we rather ſhonld refer our ſelves to a Ge- 
neral Council, then to their folly arguments. Others 


le in total nature, or 


pire of learning circumvolvtth : and if thiy talk of 
State-matter s, of the { hxrch, of Fuſtice ,and ef War, 
they are the Gods of Loves and battels, who pronounce 
Editts, aſſemble Councils, levy Arms, aiſe fortifica- 
Hos, corrett Kingdomes, move the earth; and in 
their own imagination, change the face of the Unis 
verſe.Others are ſo diligent that they tyre all the world 
with their unreaſonable aBtivities ;, others uſe affli» 
tling delayes, and ftir ſo little in all their deſigns, that 


irit of man, ſo that 10 they ſeem to be in a perpetual Solſtice. 


' Tow ſee ſome extremely open breaſted, whotell all 
their thoughts, and, as if their heart were a fieve, it 
keeps nithing which it ſends not inſtantly out by the 
lips. Some proceed to a ſimplicity, next door to ſotri/h- 
neſs,which makes them do many extravagancies ; and 
whey it hath a mixture of vanit 'Y, men of mean condio 
tion imitate the attions of the great : and ſily Citizens 
wives ſay, my Lord and Hnibaxd, as welt a Sarab; 
or the greateſt Ladies. T here are among theſe, ſome 


abnſe themſelves in ſpiritual life, aud wonld willingly 20 ſubtle Coxcombs,and fort nnate fools who daily deceive 


refine devotion, even to the talking with Angels, and 
the ſecing a White Pidgeon., Others, to appear ſtrong 
Wits, contemn all ordinary gnizes, make themſelves 
extravagant and as the Antipodes of mankind. 

Others put themſeles into the unmber of confuſed 
Schollers, who have ſtore of learning, but very ill-ds- 
geſted. There are ſome who with much endeavour to 
{cem wiſe become crafty, they converſe not but mnder 
4 mack, they ſet ſnares in every place, they have the 


themſelves to their own gain. 

T hey Whe have a Magiſtrall aſpeft are much more 
edions when with a countenance ſupercilions,and T one 
of 4 vojce affefted, they make ſpeeches, and nſurp 4 
perſonage which neither age, quality nor merit allows 
eth them. Dreamers and penſive arc heavy in conver-\ 
ſation, and the ſqueamiſh, Who make their good aſpets 
and fair conntenances to be bonght are inſupportable ;, 


but the apprehenſpve, who deplore all things, multiply 


talent of plyantneſſe. They draw tribute out of the 3 © what they can the miſerie« of the times, aud ceaſing uit 


good turns they do their friends, they make profit of 
all,they become extremely diftruſtfull, and they wonld 
willinoly be of that kind,of which Theophraſtus ſpeak» 
eth, who every moment tell their meney,and make their 
Lackeys go before them for fear they ſhould rn away. 
Others out of too much defore of Glory, beceme vain, 
aſfefted in their ſpeech, in their attions, aud in all 
their proceedings,to the ſtudying and learning by heart 


the ſlighteſt con-plements,as ds ſome women, whom one 


to blame the attions of thoſe Who govery, raiſe wore- 
w1ſchiefs then remeaites. 

Good God ! what an alteration do paſſions make in 
ws? but it is a gift from heaven, that they may be 
changed, axd that by Grace and the prattice of good 
inſt rult ions, we can diſpoil our ſelves as well of an e- 
vil habit, as of au old garment. 

It is not expedient to be without paſſion nor is it poſ= 
ſible ro hamane nature ,, but it is much to obtain by 


Wonld take to be virgins of the Goddeſs Memory, axd yo diſcretion the moderation of a thing, of which we by 


{uch as boaſt elocntion, who traffick, in hearers, and 
invite to their ſermons, more then one wonld to wed- 
dings or burials. 

Some out of an intemperance of neatne[s, and of ao 
tage upon health, torment their life, ſuch circumſpe- 
tion uſe they in their gict, their garments, their fur- 
nitures iy all things which are for their uſe, They 
every where carry their bread aud wine along With 
them, and never ſit well but iu their ewn chair. Others 


neceſſity have the experience Theſe motions are given 
#s with our bodies,they are little ſpirits which are bors 


and dye with us ;, ſome find them more mild, others 


more wayward but every one hath his part, hmwbeit 
there are very few who well underſtand thitr ewn por- 
tion. Toung people, Who ſhew no deire, mo affeftion, no 
feeling, are commonly abjett ſpirits; unleſs this come 
to them by grace, or ſome notable conftraint, which in 
the end is the cauſe, that of a young Angel, an old Di- 


rake delight to negotiate they alWayes have their hands 5ovel is often made; We muſt not loſe humanity (ſaith 


full of Papers, they make a Regiſters-office of their 
Cabinet : they are great Formalifts, and ſtraugely 
perſecute the world with their punttaalities, T hey put 
one buſineſs into an hundred diſhes, and ince Nenrl 
trouble all ſuth as have to ao with them. Others deſi- 
rons to make themſelves overmuch pleaſing in their 
converſation, become bablers and cerempnions ;, they 
are importune aud unſeaſonable ty complements ;, they 
£o to prattle with their friends whileft they have a fea- 


Saint Auguliine) to acquire tranquillity of mind,nor 
think that that which is hard and biiftrons is alwayes 
right, or that one hath much health, When be is come 
to the higheſt aegree of ſtspidity, All good ſpirits have 
delicate apprehewſions, and reſemble the burning buſh 
which had thorns among lights ; but they are none 
of the beſt, who, to follow nature, abandon rea- 
Jon. 


7 affirm the Stars contribute much to our inclinati- 


ver ; they tell extravagant tales, wherein. they take Gy ons, and Birth, much more: Education maheth anc- 


themſelves tobe very facetions, althongh at the latter 
end of the diſcourſe they be acked where the conceit to 
be langhed at, lies : They burthen themſelves alſo 
with news of mw value; They make a ſecret of every 
thing, and give things ont for myſteries, which are 
proclaimed with a Trumpet. 

T here are ſome, wha nst to ſeem flatterers,tell trath 
with an ill grace,they are great Cenſurers,and they ſee 
wot any ene,whom they reform not from the head to the 
beel. If they put themſelves upon matter of doftrine, 
and eloquence ;, they are the Fathers of wits, ard the 
creatours of excellent conceits, under whom the Em- 


ther nature ;, bloua, t hiler, melanchs! 7, and flegme, 
do in on paſſions, What the elements do in our bodies. 
Yea, ftature it ſelf conduceth & ſpirit, goodneſs Frace, 
ful garb,& courage is very often in little bodies which 
hve their heat mederated and well digefted. But if 
great bodies be deſtitute of it, they are very lazy, ani 
if they have too much of it, they are flaming fornaces 
full of violence :; wh: ch made $. Cyril ſay,that great- 
neſs was given to Giants for a prnifoment of their Wita 


70 keaneſs. But this muſt be nuderſtood without any preju- 


dice to Well-compoſed tall tatures, Which have much 
Majeſty. There are humonrs (0 flicking, that what 
Care 
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care ſorver be uſed, there is ſomewhat ſtill remains be- 
* hind, which ( according to Job ) ſleeps wi th us in our 
graues. I have heard that a good Religious man ha- 
ving been bred with the milk, of a Goat, was very mo- 
deſt in publick,, by a great reflcbtion he made on his 
altions : But he ever had ſome hour in ſecret, wherein 
he had his fricks and his capers. 

Nevertheleſs , one cannot believe , how much one 
faineth upon his oWn nature,when he will teke the pain 


thiy have pulled down their chief adverſary they eaſol 
prevail againſt the reſt and continuing thetr wares. 
en in the lift of generons ſouls , they come inthe end to 
a great tranqmllity, _. 

This is it I intend to fhew in this laſt valume , 
wherein [treat of Paſſions in a new tone ;, my purpoſe 
bring rather to ſhew their remeaies,then their piftures, 
I knew Monnſieur Coeteteau ( the eloquent Biſhop of 
Marſeilles) who hath afforded immortal lights to 


to mantre it : but for want of uſing induſtry therein, 10 French eloquence, hath ſet forth the Table of humane 


one makes to himſelf, a turbulent life, a continual tor- 
ment,a haſty death, and his ſalvation to be doubtful. 

T here are ſome who drive away one devil by awother, 
caring one paſſion with another , and trying them all, 
that they may have none ;, which was the canſe that 
Theodoſian ſaid, that they are, as that poſſeſſed may, 
who had a legion of devils tn his body. Some by the conn- 
(el of certain Direftonrs , wonld break them all at 
once, as that. ſouldier, Who thought to pull off a horſes 


Paſſions. I lay not my pencil npen the line of this A 
pelles, 7 begin where he ends , and if he be content to 
paint them, I endeavonr to cure then. 

For this purpoſe, having briefly, explicated the na= 
ture, proprieties, effetts and ſymptomes of every paſſi- 
0; I ſet againſt it two remedies , the firſt whereof is 
draws from ſome divine perfettion, contrary to the diſ> 
order of the ſame Paſſion : and becauſe that is ( yet) 
too ſharp, and dazling by the quickneſs of its lights, 1 


rail by ſtrength of arme, and not by drawing one hair 20 ſheW it ſweetned and tempered in the virtues of Feſys 


after another. Others expelt remedy from time, from 
affairs, from change of life and condition, and are ra- 
ther cured by wearineſs, then prudence. 

Others continually flatter themſelves, and think they 
have got great viftories, when they have leſſened their 
fits, and left the root of the Feaver. Bmt they who will 
therein proceed ſeriouſly, endeavonr firſt of all to find 
out the enemy. , and as we all have one paſſion , Which 
predominateth in our heart above the ret , and Which 


Chriſt. 

In the end of the Book, I bring the examples of theſe 
who have overcome their Paſſions, and of ſuch as bave 
ſnuck unaer their violence , deriving profit ont of all, 
for the ſcope which I aim at. There are certain Flies 
which live on Aſonks-hood, a venomons herb, and who 
make uſe of an antidote againſt its poyſon. So they who 
have tried the malice and danger of paſſions, may pre» 
fit us, whether they edifie ns by their repentance, or di- 


weſt entertaineth our thoughts, they principally aſſail 30 vert us by their aiſaſters. 


that, waging through battels,by prayer, faſting, alws, 


conſideration, reading of geod books, continuali examen 


of conſcience , flight from occaſions , diver ſion upou - 


ſome better thing, good company, imitation of holy per- 
ſenages , connſel of ſage direftours, and by a thouſand 
ftratagems which the ſpirit of God furniſpeth then 
with, in the frnitfulneſs of their inventions, After 


I conclude the HOLY-CouRT is this Volume', 
Which I efteem above the reft, by reaſon of its atility : 
and , writing of paſſions to enre them , I wiſh in my 
ſelf an incnrable one, Which is, to defire the progreſſion 
of my Readers , and to beſeech God they may wi 
Sence to Reaſon, Time to Eternity, and the Creature 
30 the Creatonr. 
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TREATISE. 


Of LOVE. 


Sea. 1. Of the Necelluy of Love. 


Againſt thoſe Philoſophers who teach. Indifferency , ſaying, 
We muſt not Love any thing. : 


- $& HE Divine Providence; 
W 2 Which hath concluded our 
| ”— ſalyation in Leve, very 
LY means to be quickly hap» 
] Fr i a tis . love _— oy 
MB Ad £Yy that the way we walk in 
2 PN ESE th to become fngularly hap- 
28 201 0430:06 086 002 RGA py, is to eſteem (as we 
oughe) the chief of Felicities, We loſe all our 
good hap for want of loving, and our Love 
through the defe& of well placing it ; which is 
the cauſe that we daily learning ſo many Arts, 


creatures of the world; but to take heed nvt to 
enter into the participation of their'troubles, and 
ſhould we ſee all ro be turned topſie caryey, ſo it 


ly, plainly ſhews ns, That the 20 inconvenienceth not us in any thing 'to- let time 


flide, ro catch good by the wings whileſt 'we may, 
and to let evil fall on the miſerable. * 

- Theſe kind of people are ſo vanatural that they 
_— at all, and mock at the miſeries which others 
ſuffer. If you tell them of a houſe burnt,rhey ſay ir 
is nothing, and that it is but a fire of great wood : 
If of an:inundation of water , that Fiſhes have a 
good time of it: If of a war,orcontagion,that it is a 
good harveſt for death,and that there are too many 


forget whar we ſhould eternally praQtiſe, if it be 30 bread-eaters : If one fay ſuch a friend hath loſt an 


rue we defire to be everlaſtingly happy. 
<.Dimr.4 1 findthegreat Apoſtle of France S.Deni, ſaid 
Herarch, well, when he called God, The Father of Unions, 
c=/e#- 3» Who ceaſerh not to gather and rally together all 

the creatures into his heart which iſſued our of his 
Cons heart, He is,That in the life of Intelligencies,which 
Unions the Sun is in the celeſtial world : but one immove- 
draweth . able Sun,about which ſo rgany changes and agita- 
ry by the tions of all creatures circumvolve, who groan and 


means 0 
love, 


It concerneth us ſince we are made for it, and 


that God hath given us Love, which is to the ſou), ' 


That, which wings are to Birds, to carry us to its 
fruition. Itis a riches, which is onely ours, and 
which woukd be infinitely profitable, if we could 
tell how to.employ it well : but for want of well 
loving,we apply the moſt precious thing, which is 
Love, to gain wretched Creatures, as if one uſed a 
golden hook to fiſh for Frogs, and a Sceptre to 


aim ar this Firſt Beauty, the true Center of Repole. 40 


cye ; they anſwer he is very happy,becauſe he ſhall 
ſee but half the bad times. 

[ do not think there is a vice in the whole world 
more brutiſh, or contrary to nature, then this ob- 
durateneſs; which is the cauſe I would caſt it under 
the feet of love: and ſhew you, that tenderneſs 
cowards God as aFather,towards men as the lively 
Images of his Goodneſs, is the principal founda- 
tion of all yirtues, 

Conſider firſt, that all the good order of life t.Reafon 
comes from the knowledge of the Firft cauſe, 3993%'te 
whereon all Creatures have their dependence ; as rents 
on the contrary,the Diſorder of all aRions ſpring- 
eth from the ignorance of the ſubmiſsion we owe 
to the Increated Eſſence. Now he,who loveth none 
but himſelf,and cares not but for his own Intereſts, 
maketh himſdf as the chief end, and the God of 
himſelf, which ſufficiently proverth it to be the 
moſt palpable folly, and the greateſt eyil may be 


ſhake Hay. This is ic which cauſerch me to undertake 50 imagined in Nature. 


in this ditcourſe, to ſpeak of the well ordering of 
Love,as'the molt aſſured way we can chooſe to ar- 
rive at Tranquillity,and to ſhew that we firſt of all 
molt neceſfarily. love to be happy in the world, 
and thar the moſt loving and tendrelt hearts are 
ordinarily rhe beſt, 
The Se - This age ſcant enough in goodneſs, and fruitful 
of Philo- in malice,hath of late brought forth a Se& of wits, 
lophers of ho rerm themſelves the Philoſophers of Indiffe- 
TEencCyYs 
as well in the fear of the Divinity, as in tenderneſs 
towards the miſeries of men. 

To whart purpoſe is it ( fay they) to addiRt ones 
ſelf to the worſhip of a God, whom we cannot ſuf- 
ficiently know? And wherefore ſhould we be ſo- 
licirous for the aflitions of another, which no- 
thing concern us? This is to make our ſelves eter- 
nally miſerable, and to be tormented with all man- 
ner of obje&s. He who would live contented in the 


It is a remarkable thing,that among all Eſſences There is 
there is none but God alone, who,as he can know 29"*+but 
nothing out of himſelf, nor love any thing but in which is 
bimſelf, ſo he doth nothing but for himſelf, For fer it {lf 
in doing all for himſelf, he doth all for us, ſince we ,,, ... 
have no good, which tendeth nor to him, as to its -uir mone- 
ſeope, which ſubſiſteth not in him as on its Baſis, © 
which reſtech not in him,as in its Centre, Thus did fexit amo- 


S. Thomas underſtand that notable ſaying of Mer- F754... ;. 


rency, and who make boalt to be very inſenfible, 60 c»ry Triſmegiftmze. Unity hath produced unity, and part. 9-35» 
Artis 


bath reflefted its love on it ſelf. 

Ic is not bur for an Infinite Eſſence to do fo; but 
had the higheſt Angel in heaven the thought one- 
ly to behold himſelf, and hence-forward to work 
for himſelf, he would inſtantly be pulled out of 
heaven, and would of a bright Sun become a 
ſooty Coal, 

What may one think then of a man, who ſayes 
in his heart, I am born for my ſelf, and 1 have no 


world, muſt love nothing but himſelf, enterrein © other aim in the world,but to fatisfhe my mind with 


himſelf within hiraſelf, and concerning himſelf ; 


_ andderive pleaſure, as a tribute, out of all rhe 


all contentments, nor ſhall the evils of another 
ever eater into my heart, cill Fire commix with 
Az % Water, 
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Water,and Heaven with Earth;]f I obtein my ends 
all ſhall go well? Hearken how God ſpeaketh in 
Fcce «gs ad the Prophet Ezekyel ro theſe wicked ones, Behold, I 
re, draco Come to fall wpon thee (oh! thow great Dragon ) who 
> —_— ont at length in the miſt of thy Rivers, 
dio flumi= ayd dareft ſay, this ſtream is mine, and 1 made my 
- ps ſelf. Aſſure thee T will pat a bridle npon theeyand 

when 1 have faftned to thy ſcale all the fiſhes of the 


waters wherein thou beareft ſway, 1 will drag thee 


THE HOLY COURT. 


Part 4} 
mount to heaven, or heaven deſcend to the water, 
rather then not ſupply the defe& of a neighbour.Ir 
is a law which God hath engraven, as with a tool 
of Adamant, in the boſome of Nature. 

It hath been obſerved, that Palmes divided one 
from another by an arm of the Sea,which had over- 
flowed the countrey,bowed their tops one towards 
another by a natural inclination , as witneſſing 
theirAmitie,and proteſting againſt the fury of that 


from the midſt of the K « or of waves, and 1 will 10 element which bad diſunited them; and if this ſenſe 


throw thee into a wilderneſs : thou ſhalt lie upon the 
dry land, nor ſhall any one care to -ſee thy obſequies 


- performed. For Thave abandoned thee to the beaſts of 


the field, and to the birds of the air, to be devoured, 
This ſentence of God was executed on the per- 
ſon of the Emperour Tiberizs, under whom our 
Saviour ſuffered that death which gave life tothe 
world, Yerily he was a man,who through the whole 
courſe of his Empire made himſelf the God of him- 


be in plants, what may we ſay of living creatures? 
where we ſce cares, troubles, anxieties, goings and 
comings,cotybars, yells, negle&t and loſs of body, 
repoſe and life, with the ſenſe they have of the de- 
triment and dammage of their like, And ſhall we 
not ſay then,that a man who loveth nothing in the 
wortd,and onely ſtudieth the preſervation of h.m- 
ſelf,is aprodigie in Nature, fit to be denied the Air 
he breatheth, the light which refle&eth on him,the 


ſelf, the ſlave of his paſfions, and the hatred of 20 fire which warms him, the viands which feed him, 


mankind, He laycloſe as an Owl in the retirement 
of his filthy luſts, he was greedy as a Griplion, in 
ſuch ſorr, that dying he had above threeſcore and 
fix millions of gold in his coffers, which he, with che 
Empire,left to an infamous;nephew, who, as it is 
thought, baſtned his death, tearing that ſenſual 
ſoul out of the body,which}in the world breathed 
nothing but the love of it ſelf. 

How can a man ſo wretched, ſo caitive, behold 


and theearth which bears him ? 

I adde for a third reaſon, that pitie & tenderneſs 3.Reaſon 
of heart is not only authorized by God & nature, gf **<tn- 
bur ir is eſtabliſhed as by a common decree of nati- preat 
ons. Photius the learned Patriarch of Conltantino= 
ple obſerveth in bis Bibliotheque,a wonderful judge» a notable 
ment given in the Citie of Athens, where be faith, Goatence of 
the Senate of Areopagites being aſſembled together = nony - 
upon a mountain, without: any roof but heaven, 


himſelf as a Divinity,ſeeing God in the heighth of 30 the Senatours perceived a bird of prey which pur- 


glory, riches and beauties, which ſo bappily enter. 
tain him within himſelf, hath fo affeRtionate 
bowels of mercy for man, that he thinks of him 
from all eternitie, he preſenteth himſelf unto him 
on all ſides,with bands repleniſhed with benefics in 
ſo great a diverhitie of Creatures,and bath in gene- 
$.Th.opuſe. ral ſo much care of all men, and of every one in 
£027 bows Particular, that he who were not well inſtruted 
6: Dis by faith ,might have matter co imagine that Man 
Dem. _ werethe God of Ged himſelf! 
> Reſon 1 us befides produce another proof, which 
drawn more evidently convinceth this obdurareneſs: of 
from the heart, and this cruel wretchleſneſs of the Philoſo- 
cation of phers, who teach Indifferency ; which is, that all 
creature?- creatures, yea,the moſt infenſible,are made by God 
ro impart, and to compaſſionate. If the Sun hach 
light, it is not for himſelf, be clothech the Air, the 
Land, and Sea with a golden net, he imparteth it 
alſo as well to the little eyes of the Ant, as to thoſe 


ſued a little Sparrow,that came to fave it ſelf in the 
boſome of one of their company. This man, who 
naturally was harſh,threw it from him ſo roughly 
that he killed it ; whereat the Court was offended, 
and a Decree was made,by which be was condem- 
ned and baniſhed from the Senate:Where the moſt 
judicial obſerve, That this company, which was at 
that time one of the graveſt in the world,did it not 
for the care they had to make a law concerning 


40 Sparrows; but it was to ſhew,that clemencie and 


merciful inclination was a virtue ſo neceſſary in a 
State, that a man deſtitute of it, was not worthy to 
hold any Place in government, he having (as it 
were) renounced Humanitie. 

We likewiſe ſee,that the wiſeſt & moſt courage- 
ous men in the world hare been infinitely tender, 
full of love,zeal,affeRion,care, anxietie and travel, 
for the good of another. David and Fonathax,who 
were the braveſt Princes over the people of God, 


of the mightieſt Monarch in the world, he ſoweth 50 loved each other ſo much,that the Scripture ſpeak» 


ſeeds of flames and vigour, to warm and quicken 
total nature. If the Air hath Rain, it keeps it not 
eternally within the treaſurie of clouds, but diſtil- 
leth it as in a Limbeck to moiſten the earth, If the 
Sea have waters,it ſo divideth them among all the 
Rivers,as to bear men and yiQual in Veffels, and 
ro make it ſelf a knot of commerce from Land to 
Unaqueque Land,from Countrey to Countrey,from World to 
dreferſem, World. If the earth hath fruits, ir preſerves them 


ing of this Amitie, ſaith, Their ſouls were tied to= 
gether wich an inſeparable band. S. Pax/ was ſo 
affe&onate & jealous for the ſalvation of his Co- 
rinihians, that he ſeemed to carrie them all in his 
bowels, and daily to bring them forth with con= 
vulſions and pains attended by joyes and delights 
not to be expreſſed. S. Ambroſe bitterly bewaileth 
the death of his brother Saryr«, that to hear him 
ſpeak, one would think he meant to diſtil our his 


_—_— not for it ſelf, oo inore then the trees which bear 60 eyes and breathe out his ſoul on his Tomb. - So did 


tow 2rebus them; but plentifully opens irs boſome profuſely to 
tumenirs communicate it ſelf to all nature. Every thing,faith 
Guil.Paif.. a great Biſhop of Paris, is bound by the Divine 
4&7) Providence to communicate it ſelf, ſo true it is,that 
God hath baniſhed avarice from humane things. As 
each creature giveth it ſelf by love, ſo it ſuffers with 
others by conformity. All the world'is united and 
colleRed within it ſelf, as the parts of an Egge are 
tied one within another ; All che' members of the 


S. Bernard at the deceaſe of his brother Gerard. 
S. Auguſtize was a man all of fire before & after his 
converſion with onely this difference, that this fire 
before the motn-ride of his ſalvation was nouriſh- 
ed with corruptible matter of Earth, bur after he 
became a Chriſtian,he lived upon the moſt pure in- 
fluences of heaven. S. Gregory Nazianzen ſaith,be 
more breathed $. Bafi/, then the air it ſelf, and thar 
all his abſences were to him ſo many deaths.S.Chr5- 


Univerſe mutually love and embrace; and if they 70 ſofome in baniſhment was perpetvallyin ſpirit with 


make war it is but :0 eſtabliſh their peace; If there 
be want of an element,as of Air, the Water would 


thoſe he moſt elteemed.S. 7erome better loved to en- 
tertain his ſpiritual amities in little Berhleheas,then 
to 
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co be a Conrtier inRowe where he might be choſen 
Pope.And if we refle& on thoſe who have lived in 
the light of nature, Plato was nothing bur love. 
Ariſtotle had never ſpoken ſo excellently of friend- 
ſhip, had he not been a good friend, Seneca ſpent 
himſelf in this virtue, being ſuſpeRted by Nero for 
the affeQion he bare to Psſo. Alexander was fo 
good that he carried between his arms a poor ſoul- 
dier frozen wich cold, up to his throne to warm 
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So doth love in the world.it taketh hearts,which 
are (as yet) bur of earth and mortar, it.enkindleth 
them with a divine flame, It beats them under the 
hammer of tribulations and ſufferings,to try them, 
It filleth them by the aſſiduity of prayer, It poliſh- 
eth them by the exerciſe of vircues, laſtly, ic makes 
veſſels of them worthy to be placed above the Em- 
pyreal heaven, 
Thus did it with S.Pas/;and made him ſo perfeR, 42-5: 


him,and to give him ſomwhat to eat from bis royal 1© that the Firſt verity ſaith of him, that be is bis veſſel 


hand. Tr4jas brake his proper Diadem te bind up 
the wound of one of his ſeryants, 7 irs wept over 
the ruines of rebellious Fer»ſalem. A man may as 
ſoon tell the ſiars in the heavens as make an enu- 
meration of the brave ſpirits which have been ſa- 
criticed ro amity. 
If we ſeek our the cauſes, we ſhall find it ordina- 
Where-ae Fily proceedeth from a good temperature which 


hearts are hath fire and vigour, and that comes. from good 
rae 


whe Courages are cold,ftraightned, and wholly tied ro 
proper intereſts,and the preſeryation of their own 
perſon. They lock themſelves up in their proprieties 
as certain fiſhes in their ſhell, and till fear leſt ele- 
ments ſhould fail them ; But magnanimous hearts, 
who more conform themſelves to the perfeRions 
of God,have ſqurees of Bounty,which ſeem not to 
be made, but to ftream and overflow ſuch as come 
near them, This likewiſe many ' times proceedeth 


humours, and a perfe& harmony of ſpirit x little 20 Let hiws net love, wor be beloved by any. 


of eleftion, to carry his name among nations and the 

Kings of the earth, and that he will ſhew him how Tirigners 
much he mnſt ſuffer for hz ſake. The whole nature crit, ſt mis 
of the world tendeth to true lovezevery thing loves gy F. 
ſome of neceſſity, other by inclination, and other gui: ane, 
out of reaſon, He who will love nothing ( faith 47 Au 
S. Augſftine ) is the moſt miſerable and wretched PCal.3 * 
man on earth; nor is it without cauſe, that in im- X* an 


. ; _ . amerut 
precations pronounced over the wicked, it is ſaid, » «lr. 


Juvenal. 
The ancient Sages have obſerved 19 the light of Seven ex- 

Nature, that there are ſeven excellentthings to be (1510 
eſteemed as gifts from heaven, which are clearneſs 
of ſenſes, vivacity of underſtanding, grace to ex- 

preſs ones thoughts, ability to govern well, Cous» 

rage in great and difficult undertakings,fruitfulneſs 

in the productions of the mind, and the ſtrength of 
love;and foraſmuch as conceroneth the laſt, Orpheres 

and Hefodus have thought it ſo neceſſary,that they 


from education;for thoſe who fall upon a breeding 39 make it the firſt thing that came out of the Chaes 


baſe, wretched, and extremely penurious, haying 
hands yery hard to be ungraſped, have likewiſe a 
heart ſhut up againſt amities, fill fearing leſt ac- 
quaintance may oblige them ro be more liberal 
then they would : contrariwiſe, ſuch as have the 
good hap to be nobly bred hold it ao honour to 
oblige, and to purchaſe friends every where. 

Adde alſo that there is ever ſome gentleneſs of 
ſpirit among theſe loving ſouls, who defiring to 


before the Creation of the world. 

The Platenifts revolving upon this conceit,have ,., .. _ 
built us three worlds; which are,the Angelical na- fries Fici- 
ture,the Soul, and the Frame of the Univerſe. All =" 
three (as they ſay)bave their Chaos, The Angel be- 21. 
fore the ray of God, had his in the privation of A» <x<*!- 
_— ; Man,in the darkneſs of Ignorance and Sin ; ceie of the 
The material world,in the confuſion of all its parts: P!919nifs: 
But theſe three Chass's were diflipated by love, 


produce themſelves in a ſociable life, and who un+ 40 which was the cauſe that God gave to Anpelical 


derſtanding it is not given them toenlighten ſands 
and ſerpents, will have ſpectatours, and ſubjeRs of 
its magnificence. Which happens otherwiſe to low 
and ſordid ſpirits; for they voluntarily baniſh 
themſelves from the converſation of men,that they 
may not have ſo many eyes for witneſſes of their 
faults , So that we muſt conclude againſt the Phi- 
loſophers of Indifferency,, that Grace , Beauty, 


Strength and Power of nature are on their fide, 


who naturally have love and affeRion. 
Sect. 2. Of Love in general. 
Lore, the Þ Ove when itis well ordered is the foul of the 
GEES univerſe, which penetrateth, which animareth, 
which tieth and maintaineth all things : and fo 
many millions of creatures as aſpire aud reſpire 
this love, would be but a burden to Nature, were 
they not quickned by the innocent flame, which 
Fornaces Sives them luſtre,as to the burning Buſh, not doing 
themany hurt atall. 
#cl-43* mandid of the Sun; That it is the ſuperintendent of 
Cuperin- the great fornaces of the world, which make all the 
Pieces of work in Nature. 


the world. 
Faber fer- 


certatur, 


Kecl.ag.98 ſhine on the Cup-boards of the moſt noble houſes, 


ſpirits the knowledge of the moſt ſublime verities, 
to Man Reaſon,and to the world,Order. 

All we ſee is a perpetual circle of God to the 
world, & of the world toGod; This circle beginning 
in God by ineſtimable perfeRions, full of charms 
and attraRives, is properly called Beauty : and 
when it comes toextend it ſelf in the world,and to 
draw it to it ſelf,jt is called love. Bur if you conſider 
it in the condition wherein it gathereth together all 


5O Creatures to the firſt cauſe,and makes its works re- 


aſcend to God, they ſay then ir takes the name of 
Pleaſure,which is a moſt happy fſatisfaRion of total 

Nature in its Author. So love is acircle,which turns 

from good to good by an everlaſting revolution. +1. ;4: 

Now if you defire I ſhould in few words expli- ture of 

cate the nacure thereof, irs origin, progreſs, cauſes, 193%, .. 
qualities and effe&s ; you mult obſerve a notable civit.c.3. 
doQrine of S. A#g»ftine, who. ſaith, That Love —_—— 
whileſt it is in the fearch of what it loveth,is called 9d an«- 


I may fay that of honeſt love, which the wiſe 60 Defire, and when it enjoyeth the thing beloved, it io 


is changed into joy Bur if it avoid rhatthing which nor bebexy 
15 contrary to it,either in: effet, or opinion, it is ry gr hg 
Fear ; and if the Fear hath its effe& by the arrival of fo end, 
the evil it apprebendeth.jit turns into Sadneſs. This ;mor <: 


| love takes ſundry countenances,according to divers 7%/ «<i- 


derit ei, tri= 


itia oft : 
I agree all this is ſaid with good reaſon, yet not- rnd mal 
withſtanding we muſt affirm with Divines,that this mes 
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$.Defiaiti- 
on oft love. 
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but A complacence of the Appetite or Will in an ob- 
jet convenient either according to verity, or appea- 
rence; Burt if we will ſpeak more generally,we ſay 


de Midvil. IC i nothing, bat an inclination propending and mo= 


diſt. 27. 
1.3. Act.Ts 


q-L. 


Tts divi- 


fions 


Gabriel.9. 
27-4-1:1.3. 


The ſteps 
and pro- 
greſsions 
of loves, 


Y NUTS 


Xt oy 


ving to a good which is conform to it : For by the de- 
finition,we include all the kinds of love, which are 
divided principally into three branches, to wit, Na- 
tural, Animal, and Reaſonable love. Natural love 
conſiſteth in things inanimate, which have their 
ſympathies and Antipathies. As Palms, male and fe- 
male, Amber and ſtraw, Iron and the Adamant, 
Animal love is that Beginning which giveth motion 
ro the ſenſitive appetite of beaſts, to ſeek for that 
which is fit for them, and to be pleaſed in the en- 
joying whar they ſought for. Reaſonable love is an 
AR which purſueth and accepteth the good repre- 
ſented by the underſtanding, wherein we may alſo 
comprehend Angelical and Divine love, which 
S. D:#4s addech ro theſe three kinds whereof we 
ſpeak. 

: Reaſonable love is alſodivided into love of Ami- 
ty,and love of Concupiſcence. Love of Amity, 
which wiſheth good to the thing beloved for it ſelf, 
withourtenquiry into its own proper intereſs : As 
when it deſired ro one, Health, knowledge, grace, 
virtues,wealth, honours, without pretence of any 
benehit to itſelf, This is to affe& with a love of ami- 
ty,which is very rare now adaies,ſfo mercenary are 
affe&tions;and when this fove'is not only Aﬀettive 


gether, that the Grecians eall them by one ſelf 
ſ{zme name. The Sages have ever ſought for the true 
cauſes which diſpoſe the wils of men to love $ and 
there are many different opinivns upon this point, 
Some hold it is a quality, which God imprinteth 
on nature; others imagine it comes from the aſpe& 
of ſtars,and from divers conſtellations;Others make 
it to proceed from Parents and education : others 
from a certain Harmony & conſonancy of hearts, 


IO which meeting in accord upon the ſame Tone, have 


a natural correſpondence, Laſtly, the Maxime of 
Divines and Philoſophers much ſwayeth, which 
faith, that Fair and Good make all loves, 

I hold that to accord theſe opinions, a notable 
diſtin&tion muſt be made of three loves, which we 
have propoſed in the beginning, to wit, Natural, 
Animal and Reaſonable, Foraſmuch as concerneth 
Natural or Animal love, beſides the order of na- 
tures it is God which giveth to each creature ne- 


20 ceſlary inclinations to arrive at their end. Well 


there may be influency of ſtars, which bear ſway 
over humours and bodies,and with the ſtars, bands 
of blood, temperature of Humours, education and 
ſecret qualities, which tie creatures with the knot 
of a certain love, the cauſe whereof is not well- 
known. For bow many are there, who love things 
which are neither lovely nor good? I not only ſay 
in effect, but in their own opinion and judgement; 
yet are they thereunto faſtned by ſome Tie,nor can 


(as Divines ſpeak, contenting it ſelf with bare de= 30 they free themſelves from it, bur by the abſolute 


ſires)but Effe&iye,by plentifully opening bands to 
liberaliry,it mounteth- to a huge degree of Com- 
placence. | | 

Love of Concupiſcence is an intereſled love, 
which cauſeth one to love a thing, not for it ſelf, 
but for the pleaſure and commodity derived from 
it, or robe hoped (in time) to be derived from it : 
So the Horſeman defireth beauty,ſtrengch and cou- 
rage in his horſe and dog ; no: for their ſskes, bur 


power of Reaſon, Do we not daily find by expe- 
rience;thar a Man whe is, and who knoweth him- 
ſelf ro be deformed and wicked, yet faileth not by 
Nature,to be in love with himſelf? So through a 
love of Concupiſcence he may love things which 
have neither Beauty nor Goodneſs, although he 
daily bavea blind feeling of ſome thing ſuitableto 
ſenſuality,and an unperceiveable attraQive. 

As for love of reaſon,which is properly Humane 


his own contentment. Such” love is worldly love, 40 love, one may be aſſured, it alwaies looks directly 


commonly defiled with baſe and-animal conlidera- 
tion.nor isever purified, but when it, for God,lo= 
veth that which cannot init ſelf be lovely. 

Behold' the Nature and Eſſence of Love in its 
whole latitude: Now to ſpeak of the proceedings of 
the ſoul its loves, The firſt ſtep it makes'whea it 
begingeth+co tove, is the degree of the conformity 
of the wilbwich the good is propoſed; The ſenſes, 
imaginarion,underſtanding, give it notice of ſome 


veth robe fit for it, Thereupon it Ln to take 
fire and to have ſparks of defires, which make it to 
wiſh the good propoſed-unto it. Thence it paſſeth 


. to the ſecond degree, whiclyis that of Sharp-ſweer 


Complacence,which'pleaſingly each moment holds 


.,* * it frxed upon the thought of irs obje&. Sometimes 


wY'' > 1? 


-- | another! 


- of its objoRivbichis the 


berweer: hope to poſſeſsit,/another while between 
fear to {ole x; and many ouber paſſions, which ac- 
coinpany!this (as yer'ſuffering) Complacence. ' 


upon good and fair, not ſimply, but good, fair ac- 
knowledged agreeable to its contentment; This is 
the root of all reaſonable amities, and hitherto 
thoſe great fources of love reduced, which are Ho- 
neſtie, Urilitie, DeleRation, Reſemblance, reciprocal 


love, obliging and pleaſing converſation. 
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Within theſe fix heads(in my opinion) the fifreen Means to 


means tO make one to be beloved, are compriſed 


make ones 


? ſelf tobe 


which are touched by Ariſtotle in the ſecond book beloved 
Beauty,Goodneſs or Commoditie which'it concei- 5© of his Rhetorick; to witzto love that which a friend #9*ivi!y- 


loveth,to entertain his apprehenſion,his joyes and 
his diſcomforts, his hain and Amities; to keep 
himina laudable opinion of our ſufficiencie by 
good'parts of wit,courage, virtue, induſtrie,and re- 
ciprocally to hold himin good'eſteem,to love him, 
to oblige him, to praiſe him unto others, to bear 
with him in his humours,to truſt him with-your ſe- 
crets, readily to ſerve him without forgetfulneſs or 
negligence, to be inviolably faithful to him, which 


Frornchis depree it:poes to the third, which is-in- 60 we'will more amply deduce in the ſubſequent ſe- 


quifirign.aadmotion;where love puttetbron wings 
torflyſpeedilyinto the boſome of 'its/ repoſe; em- 
ploying all'/poſsble means for its contentment , 
and ifirbe favoured in ies purſuit, it advancerh to 
the fourth degree, - which'is:/ union, etteemed' rhe 
principal ſcope of Amities. From this union'ariſeth 
acence, which-is not painful and 
d6lorous; but ſatisficdaiith pleaſed in the'fruition 
$brh of love. 


ion, 


Bur if you regard itseffes, I find three greatyatable 


empires it exerciſeth in the world,natoral, civil and «#8» of 
' Jove in the 


ſapernatural. In the natural it cauſeth allſympa: thee 


thies, antipathies, accords, ties, generations, pro- v91ds. | 


duRions; Tn the civil world it builds two cities, as 
'faith'S. Aug»ſtixe, very different, If it be good, ir 
'raifeth a Citie of pezce, wherein chaſte Amitie 


ſway,and with them Truth, Faith, Honour, Virtues, 


» Byorbeofides of Ieve ure; todged 'Beauty and 70 Contentments, Delights, If it be bad,it makes a Ba- 


Goodneſs; foxithart (is:$2Dwmns ſanth ) they are the 


s 


bylowfull of confufion,where cares, fears,griefs,war, 
. t> cault« oþjettrand mptive of (ove; which are foatliedro= enmitics, impurities, adulteries,incelts,ſacriledges, 
& £2 . 


blood, 
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blood, murther, and poiſorr inhabit z and all that, 
which commonly ariſech from this fatal plagye.1n 
the ſapernatural world , it cauſeth nine effects, 
which are very well figured by the celeſtial throne 
of love, compoſed of nine diaphanous globes ; 
whoſe effes are SolitudegSilence,Suſpenſion, Inde- 
fatigability, Languiſhment, Exrafie, and Tranſani- 
mation which we more at length will conſider in 
the ſequele of this Treatiſe, 


Sca. 2, Of Amity. 


M1T Y is the medicine of health,and Immor- 
dicamentum tality of life, and.ir: a manner doth that in Ci- 


Anity the Vil life, which the tree of life in terrelirial Paradiſe 


rree ot 
life. 


Fce! &. Mes 


ſweetneſles and pleaſures: it immortalizeth us after 
death in the remembrance of that which is moſt dear 
unto us in the world : It is that, which giveth light 


Ir inclo- 1 dark affairs, certainty to doubtful, ſupport to 


bleſſings 
irregular,ornament to (imple,& aRiveneſs to dead, 
By ic,the baniſhed find a countrey, the poor a pa» 
rrimony,great ones find offices, the rich ſervices, 
the Ignorant knowledge,the feeble ſupport, the 
ſick health,and the afflicted,comforc, Should a man 
live on Near and Ambroſia,among ſtars and In» 
telligencies z he would not be happy, if he had nor 
friends to be witneſſes of his good fortune : and we 
may truly ſay, that Amity continually makes up 
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promiſed in natural life with an infinite number of 


tottering, goodneſs ro evil,grace co good, order to 20 
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a Hen,a Dove,aTigreſs,a Serpent,and ſo many 0« 
ther living creatures,which have ſo great affection 
towards their little ones. It is not that theſe Ami- 
ties are not very neceſſary, ſince Nature inſpires 
them, and poureth them into the veins with the 
ſoul by admirable infuſions, which preſerve the e- 
ſtate of the world,entire, It is good, much to affet 
ones own,but we mult build upon the firſt elements 
of Nature; and by Grace and Reaſon raiſe the edi- 


IO fice of true charity. Parents onght to love their 


children as a part of their own bodies, which Na- 
ture bath ſeparated from themſelves : But Amity 
ſhould never divide their hearts. Children are 
bound to love their parents, as fiſhes their water. 
Brothers cannot too much eſteem 'the Love and 
Concord which they mutually maintain together. 
A husband and a wife are bound co a molt {iri& 
commerce of Amity,ſfince as God produced a word 
in heaven,and with the word the holy Ghoſt : So, 
he hath been pleaſed to create Adam on earth as 
his own Image, and out of this Image, he hath 
drawn Eve to be unto man a ſpirit of peace, and a 
love of a perpetual laſting. 

There is no doubt, but that to fail in theſe laws, 
and to break the Knors which God hath tied with 
his own hands for all the living, isa vice, which 
ſurpaſſeth all kind of brutiſhneſs. Notwithſtanding, 
the evil manners of men corrupt things the moſt 
ſacred, and are the cauſe that ſome love their own 


the greater part of our Felicities. It is pot here my 3o Blood far above God himſelf,and others even fu- 


purpoſe to extend my ſelf with full fail upon the 

praiſe thereof, fince ſo many excellent wits have al 

ready handled this ſubje& ; but,to fhew how good 

Amicies are to be choſen,and how to be cultivared. 

what A- - There are ſome who; make profeſſion to be 
wity is friends, know not ſo, much as what friendſhip is; 
Tones & but Ariſtotle plainly proves;there is difference be- 
»s = tween affetion,Good-will Love, Amity and Con- 


mi ad ali- 


quem in= Cord. AﬀeRion,is a ſpark of love,nor yer throughly 


riouſly perſecute them. I put likewiſe in the num- 
ber of animal-Amities all ſuch as love one another 
for ſport,for the Belly and Luſt: For they bave oo 
other ſcope;they do not much better then wanton 
whelps who ceaſe not to run up and down, turn 
after rurn,dallying and playing one with another, 
And ſuch as love their wives no otherwiſe then for 
pleaſure, do ike the male-Creviſs, who in his little #64. in 
Cavern hath many females, for whom he fights as 'b* The- 


Pelto, formed,in which, underſtanding hath- ſome ſhghr 40 for an Empire. All this kind of proceeding ſmells rare.” wa 


; = paſſion. Good-will, A ſimple Good-will and con- 
ſent borne towards ſome(one, although many times 
there be no great knowledge of the party,as it hap- 
peneth to ſuch,who of cwo Combatants tayour ras 
ther the one then the other,not knowing either of 
them. Love is an afteion already formed and in- 
clined with feryour 59; the good of Canformity ; 
Amity is alove.of mutual well: wiſhing, grounded 
upon communication, Whence may be inferred, 


too much of the brute beaſt, nor. can it have any 
merit in heaven, 

The Amities of men are thoſe which are exerci= Humane 
ſed with reaſon, and are ordinarily built upon At 

. . . ang incir 

three foundations which Ariftorle expreſſech in the foundati» 
Treatiſe he wrote Of it, which are utility, pleaſure, ®* 
and moral virtue, Utility, is now adays the moſt 
commonCement of worldly Amities,and you find 
few friends, who hold it not in much eſteem. Ir is 


that all-thoſe who love,are not friends; but-all ſuch 50 that, which hath raiſed Towns,Cities, and the ſo- 


as are-true friends,neceſſarily love. The meanelt 
people may love the molt eminent ; bur there can 

| beno Amity, fince they thercin find not corre- 
ferable ſpondegce;; There are entranced lovers in the 


ciety of men; That,which having raiſed, maintain 
eth them by mutual offices rendred one another in 
the neceſsities of ordinary life. The hand mult 
waſh the hand ; and the tinger, the finger. One 
contributes his counſel, another his induſtry, ano- 
ther his abilities,another his pain,one his pen,ano- 
ther his rongue,and another his feet. All ſet them- 
ſelves awork todo ſervice to Amity. I know Philo» 
ſophers will ſay, that this is ſomewhat mercenary ; 


cord, which is the fruit of it, in the union of judg- 60 ic notwithſtanding preſerveth communities; and he 


"x. world, whoareenamoured of all beauties,none re- 
turning them love again ; which deſerves either 
lauphcer gr compaſsion, ſeeing they may directly 
20 10 the firſt of Beauries,where they ſhall find re- 
cipracatconteatment. Afcer loye, followeth con- 
ment. and will, | 

Now, well co underſtand how to chuſe. good A- 

/2:5--2, Mities; the Species or kind of chem muſt be known, 

. wherein I find that one Hippadames a great Plato- 
Theor pick Philoſopher hir right, when he eſtabliſhed 
amity- Three ſorts of Amities, whereof, one belongs to 
Animal-3- heaſts;the orher to men,& the third co Demi-gods. 
Pro magro Amnimal-Amities arethoſe which ſubſiſt only ia 
rye wa Nature, and which are common to us with beaſts. 
-mane,quod 


T wide her childcen for fleſh and bloods ſake, not other- 
$25;370 wileraiſing ber thoughts rowards God,doth but as 


who would rake it out of the world, ſhould find al= 
moſt nothing in it, but g meer ſhadow of Amity. 
Particular Intereſt is (as it were)the fifth Goſpe! Intereſt, 
of Chriſtianity depraved in the minds of many ,and ed of 
15 the great God of the Time,co whom millions of mary: 
ſouls do-homage. Think nor, that ſo many buſic gow E. 
ſpirits, and men fervent to make a fortune, care __ 
much for Idle friends,although they were endowed ;,,/geſer- 
with all the virtues of the Anchorets of che wilder- 4** yope- 


Thus (faith $. Arg»ftive) a mother which loverh 70 nefs. They eſteem nor gods of clay, alchough they climach. 


had all the curious dravghts of Polycletus wpon Grad-1% 
them:It.is gods of gold and (ilveg they would have, 
| men 
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men which may give them whatſoever they defire. 
They carry theſe diſpoſitions even to Altars, 2nd 
make piety it ſelf mercenary , For we ſee, many 
are little enoagh moved to hear of the greatelt 
Saints in heaven, when a diſcourſe is made of their 
excellent virtues : butzif peradventure an extraor= 
dinary cure happen,thither they run by heaps, and 
Toede': is the ſaint which is the author of them, hath magni- 


tiaver» ficent Altars waited on by many vows, offerings, 
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fortune which permits them all, is the cauſe that 
good men love them not,ubleſs they become as vir- 
tuous and magnificent,as they are powerful. Which 
is the cauſe, that being uſually encompaſſed with a 
multitude of flatterers,or of intereſſed people, who 
labour to enrich themſelves in the manage ,of 
their affairs,they have verie few good friends. But 
there are ſome —_— them,who are endowed with 
ſo eminent virtues,affabilitie,and bounty,that they 


Diivero 9%) 40d Candles, It js the poverty of the heart of man xowin afteRions,and find friends,who would willing- 


= 5 —_ to meaſure all things by proper Intereſt, but it is a 
fntizn9#e- maxim deep-ſetled through all Ages in the opini- 

= onof the multitude,and one may truly ſay, that to 
f* him utility is the mother of the Gods.Others who 
«ew dvini- have a more gentle ſpirit ſeek for pleafure in their 
raven w* affections. I do not ſay thoſe pleaſures, which we 
gratis coli» have placed in Animal Amities, but ſome worthy 
Amities of recreation , as that of the Mathematicks, of Elo- 


Merry - quence, of Poeſie,of Painting,of Muſick, ingenious 
Jertds } 


much predominance upon ſpirits who love recrea= 
tive paſtime, and I think the ſeyen Sages of Greece 
ſhould they live again,wovld die for hunger in that 
houſe,where one who can jeſt with a good grace, 
might make a brave fortune. Theſe kind of amities 
although they may for a time be ſweet to ſenſe, are 
ſubje& to change according to the diverſitie of A- 
ges, ſeaſons, humours.employments,and occaſions, 


Anities The beſt men tie themſelves to the honeſtie of 


ground 


ton Hoe MOTral virtues, and ſingularly love one who is wiſe, 3othing ſo worthy of God, as the ſalvation of man. 


neſty. prudent,courageous, juſt, temperate,liberal,magni. 


ficent, weighing all this in the courſe of a life ſu= 
table to Ariftetles Philoſophy,and do pleaſe them- 
ſelves with the familiaritie of ſuch a man, and are 
entertained by a Correſpondence of manners, a 
delightful converſation, and an affeRion very ſin= 
cere,but not extraordinarie, 

The third ſort of Amitcies which the Pythagorean 
calleth,of Demi-gods, and which we may attribute 


Amity of 
Demi- 
gods. 


ly offer themſelves up as a ſacrifice for their glory. 
Amity defireth equality;lIf it find it not,it makes itz 
and although one cannot alwaies-exaR it in an A- 
rithmetical proportion,and that two friends of di- 
vers qualities cannot be in all kinds equal in offices 
rendred one to another; yet its ever neceſſary there- 
in to obſerve ſome proportion, which many great 
ones do not,thinking all is due to them, and thar 
having uſurped the blood and ſweat of men, they 


Sports, pleaſant jeſts,moſt witty & quaint. This hath 20are but viRtims born to be ſacrificed to their magni- 


ficence. Which made the great Ariftorle ſay,Thar if Arift. 8. & 
of two friends the one ſhould become a God, he 7 2*"® 
would ceaſe to be a friend, In which he ſpake as a 
man,&a man'ignorant of the Diviaity;For he figue 
red to himſelf a god of a luskiſh & proud humour, 
wholly bufied within himſelf, and diſeſteeming all 
wharſoever under himſelf, But had he known the Tertot. 
ineffable ſweetneſs of the divine Bounty, he would $4272. 
rather with Tertxliax bave ſaid, that there is no- = 
Deo dig- 
Secondly its moſt certain,that thoſe who love t00 n=, quam 
much,are not verie proper for great and irong a+ —_— 
mities,for with overmuch eagerneſs to loveall,they Who _ 
love nothing. You find men of honor in the world, 19%. * 
who are extremely endearing,and who create amis little 
ties innumerable,their heart reſembleth the wea- endearing 
thercock on a ſteeple, which turns with every wind; incapable 
they no ſooner ſee one, but they oppreſs him with © 


fayours, promiſes % courteſlies:but ſuch amities re- 


to the moſt rare and excellent ſouls,is, among ſuch 40 ſemble thoſe bubbles of water which riſe upon ari- 


as mutually love another, not for ordinary virtues, 
bnt for celeſtial qualities, graces,& ſingular gifts of 
God,and interchangeably love in an extatick man» 
ner,to wit,by rapture of ſpirit,of heart and affeRi- 
on,which cauſeth all things to be common amon 
them,ſo much as virtue & honeſtie permitteth.Suc 
Yideutin- Was the Amitie of the firſt Chriſtans, of whom, 
vcemſe with much wonder,the Pagans ſaid ; Behold, how 


dilgam & 
7ro alzera> they love one another ! See how ready they are to 


ver during the time of a ſhowre, and break as ſoon 

as they grow.Birds, which have yet their ſhell on 

their backs, are taken with the ſweetneſs of their 
bait,and think they have gotten their favour upon 

the firſt acquaintance; but the prudent well ſee,that 

they ſay to all the world, is not ſpoken to them. 1, 

They do as Plato,who in the beginning thought ment of 

himſelf much obliged to a Ferriman, that courte- 7'** 


ouſly without asking ought, had wafted him, ima- n= 


omer: jint dje each for other : and that which the Poets found 5o gining this was done in reſpeR of his merit, but —- het 


Tertul. a- tO bea matter ſo rare, reckoning up ſome few pairs 
polog» of true friends.Chriſtianitie made it appear,at that 
time,in as many ſubjects as it had men. But at this 
preſent, the multiplication of perſons hath abbre- 
vated the extent of charitie. That generous ſpirit 
(which borrowed the golden wings of the dove of 
the Propher,to fly throughout the world, & to ſa- 
crifice it felf for a neighbour)is waxed cold, & relts 
1mmured within its little houſe, buſyiog it ſelf al- 


when he afterward, perceived, he thus entertained bo pry 


perſons of the meaneft condition, He then could J zoom 

well ſay, Friend Tow thee nothing. pcium, 
Moreover,we may truly affirm,that ſuch arene. =o mult 

ver good friends, who to0'much adhere to them= too muck 

ſelves,and reſt fully ſatisfied with themſelves ; For (e200. 

amitie being a certain tranſportment ofa friend to a good 

a friend,it loveth to go out & readily ſuccour ſuch **** 

as ſtand in need of its help: but the man who is faſt 


molt wholly in the preſervation of its Individuums, og tied to his own intereſts, captived by his own em 


From the diſcourſe of theſe ſorts of Amitie, it is 
now much more eaſfie to judge of the conditions of 
a good friend,then to meer with the effects of it : 
bur if you will follow the way I ſhall preſcribe, I 
will ſhew you what choice is to be uſed. 
Qualities Firſt T am of Ariſtorles opinion,that Great ones 
ot. 890d (to ſpeak according to the ordinarie courle of life ) 
Great men Are not verie fit for Amities, becauſe they love 
are notot- themſelves too much,and make vſe of men as of [n- 
rhe be 
Sriends- but the eſtabliſhment of their own greatneſs : Be= 
ſides, the licentious life they commynly lead in a 


ſtruments for their purpoſes looking after nothing 70 their mind. 


ployments, irrevocably ſquared our to its own 

hours,isa piece not to be ſtirred, but with many en- 

gines. Add alſo to thoſe the fantaſtical ſuſpicions & ttnequa) 

unequal ſpirits,who daily at leaſt, have ſome fir of Fi 

folly,and infinitly vary both in manners &-viſage, 

which makes poor Amitie to fare ill in their hands. 

Bur prudent,and patient friends, who have need of 

them, ſtrive to find outthe folds of their hearts, to 

obſerve their good fits,and the lightſom ſeaſons of TE 
efl bye 

Laſtly,I would baniſh our of the Temple of A- — 


mity all wicked liyes,and evil humours,weak brains, boy of 


Part 4 
and indiſcreet tongues, which are not retentive of a 
ſecret; the over-curious,the lighr,the exorbitant, 
flouters, Buffons, the ſad; miſchievous murmurers, 
great talkers, and the Ceremonious. OW 

Tiechoice To chuſe a friend well, it is neceſſary he be ho- 

of a Nneſt,prudent, ofa good diſpoſition, cordial, obli- 

_ ging, faithful,and patient. Honeſty is the foanda- 
tion of all the moſt eminent amities;without which 
there is not any thing can be of a. ſolid ſubſſtence: 
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nough to help their good friends at a need;they be: 
ing ordinarily much tied to the intereſt of their fa- 
mily';” ſo that there are many- who love not ſo 
much for love; as for gain.  _- *% 
This may well happen in. certain humours; but Reaſons 
there are ſome grievous ſpirits, who-do niot ſo eaſi-. f2* the 
ly receive the impreſſions of theſe ill qualities, and love of 
who perſevere till death in an unſhaken conſtancy *2me: 


: —T Amor ma- 
of affettion. And verily it ſeemeth,that contrary to bis ſentins 


Prudence is the inſtrument for every thing;and the 10 what hath been ſpoken, nature more favoureth _ —_— 


Rule of all the ations of mans life. Good diſpoſi- 
tion ſeaſoneth the greateſt pleaſures of converſati- 
on, Cordiality "makes a commixion of hearts'and 
minds,which'is the principal ſcope of Amity; Obli- 
eations, maintained by mutual offices, ftraightly 
knit affeRions. Fidelity, which is an unmoveable 
rock againſt all the aſſaults of men and rime,which 
tend to the diviſion of hearts ; and Patience in the 
defe&ts of a friend,is that which crowneth the per- 
fe&ions of Love, | 


Seht.4,.0f Amity between perſons of different Sex. 


[| Hold my ſelf obliged by the neceffity of the 
ſabje&,to ſpeak here of the Amity of different 
Sexes, eſpecially between people of the world, as 
alſo,becauſe many complain,that men of our pro- 
feffion would willingly bandle them as Hermits of 
Thebazs,and wholly forbid the converſation of wo- 
men ;'I will deliver what conſcience and civility 


them therein, becauſe Love, as ſaith S. 7 howas af= genie. 
ter S.' Axgnſtine, appears beſt in ifdigence, and — - 
thoſe love moſt fervently and powerfully; who be- Trin.c. :2. 
fides other attraRives ſee' themſelves bound unto 9p 
it by ſome kind of neceſfity. Now, the inclination 

which a woman hath towards man, is ( as it were ) 
neceſſary:For it is more eaſie for a man to be with- 

out a woman (having regard co ſpirituall and tern- 

porall afliſtances,as Sacraments and Phyſick) then 


20 for a woman to be withont a man. Adam was for a 


while all alone in Paradiſe, in a vaſt world, but God 
permitted not that Eve ſhould be there alone one 
moment : for this ſolitude would have gone hard 
with her to ſee ſo many living creatures, and in fo 
divers kinds,and not meet with one to bear her re- 
ſemblance. 

This being ſo,0ne may with reaſon ſay, that as 
we love things neceſfary,with more endeavour and 
{tabilitie,ſo women are tied with the more indiſſo- 


permit in this, It is ofren asked whether women be 30 luble chains in virtuous inclinations, But not to 


capable of good Amity ,and whether it may beti- 
cd between ſex and ſex out of wedlock: bands ? 

This is a very hard queſtion for me to reſolve;be- 
cauſe, having all my time been employed (accord- 
ing to the laws of my profeſiion) to court wiſdom 
and virtue, and having had little praQtice, but 
among(t rhe ſageſt and molt virtuous women, 
it is not ſo eaſie for me to judge of the humours of 
ſuch as are bred otherwiſe. 


ſpeak of this motive(which proceeding from a meer 
motion of nature)cannot be the moſt generous; we 
find men,who reli upon Indifferency,and ſeek no- 
thing but to content their own ſenſes and to idola- 
trize themſelves:but women very rarely ſtay upon 


. heutrality,needs they muſt love or hate, there is no 


third condition for them ; and ſince, according to 
the Philoſopher, it is fit to judge of Contraries by 
proportion, we will truly fay,that if they be ſuſce- 


If we conſult with Hiflories,we ſee millions of lo- 40 ptible of the impreſsions of hatred above all may be 


vers, who complain of the infidelity of their Miſtriſ- 
ſes: On the other (ide, yomen wage war with men, 
ceaſing not to accuſe their inconliancy : and all 
your feigned Romans eternally chant forth the 
ſame ſong,which were able to tire ſpirits any thing 
ſerious: þut it is evident, that theſe vices with which 
they reproach one another, chaſtifing with ſeveri- 
ty,that,which chey commit through idleneſfs, pro- 
ceedeth not ſo much from ſex,as from the nature of 


ſaid, fo are they likewiſe capable of noble Amities. 
They think themſclves more engaged in honour to 
entertain them,when they have begun, fearing to 
be diſparaged by the. multitude of wandring and 
flitting affections, 

Add alſo to this,that they are more tender then 
men,and that ſofrneſs of temperatures to love, as 
theair to the ray of the Sun, ſeeing the affeRtions 
more eaſily penetrate where they find: diſpoſitions 


a ſhameful paſſion of love, which hath no more ſta- 5o which have already prepared a way for them. Laſt- 


bility,then the windin the ſpring,&the ſea inacalm, 

le is certain, thar evil love hath its difloyal ones 
every where,but fince we are inſenſibly engaged to 
treat of Amity, after ſo many excellent pens who 
have handled the ſame ſubjeR;we are rather to ob=- 
ſerve what is commonly done in virtuous love, 
then that which is ated out of the madneſs of Con- 
cupiſcence, | 


Reaſons Some have thought, women were not ſo proper 


for which 
women 


ſeem —_ Rainbow,which receiveth the impreifion of all co- 
_— lours in their natural diverſified forms : beſides,for 
Felecum ©- that according to Plixy,they are imaginative more 
Sims cele- (en any creaturein the world, which ſuggeſterh ro 
rites, @5% them infinite many thoughts, divers inflexions of 
£- waltifor- the heart,taſtes,diſtaſts, which thruſt on one another 
mes 0. 9- as the waves of the ſea, They likewiſe thereunto add, 
mr. Plin.l. that they very cafily are turmoiled with ſuſpicions, 
7-12. jealouſics, and diſtruſts , the leaſt matrers offend 


ly,as they commonly are more devout & religious 
then men, ſo they obſerve virtuous Amities with re. 
ſpe&,and entertain them out of conſcience,& eſpe= 
cially ſuch as are grounded on piety, which is the 
thing that moſt powerfully predominateth over 
their heart. 

I ſpeak this in reſpe& of thoſe who are verie vir- 
tuous, But aswe find, few rare virtues and ftrong 
arnities accompanied with all neceffary circum- 


for Amities, becauſe they reſemble a cloud in the 60 ſtances, are not ſo frequent in their ſex. 


It ſeemeth alſo, that the Examples we derive as 
well from Nature,as Civil life,inſenfbly lead us to 
the proof of that we propoſe. 

Among living creatures, the Females are the gin. 
more ſharp and ardent,as well in their affeQtion as Th "6 
intheir anger:the cuttle-fifh takes revenge on that ga. 6.” 
which ſtrikerh her male ; but the male flyeth if his 
female catch a blow, as Ar:otle hath obſerved in 
the ninth book of his living Creatures. 1 well re- 


them, and many once diſpleaſed, are irreconcile- 70 member the Antients tudiouſly reckoned up the 


able. And which is more, that the moſt part of 
them have narrow hearts, and hands not open e- 


pairs of friends whichthey had obſerved through- FOIL 
Out all Ages, and that Lycian in his Toxaris hath $1.0 PPP 
| lirange 


a 


ſtrange examples of amity between menzas of him 
who left his whole family in a fire, to carry out his 
deareſt friend on his ſhoulders: and 0f another, 
who gave his own eyes for the ranſome of him 
whom-he moſt tenderly affeted. But who likewiſe 
would in. pazticular decipher the notable acts of 
love, which many wives have witneſſed to their 
husbands, ſhould find wherewith to be moved to 
admiration,and to ſettle his conſtancy.1f we talk of 
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vp with pride, and blinded withio the- opinion of 
bis own worth;Fhere are (ſaith be)who ſhut them- 
ſelves within cells,and never ſee theface of any one 
woman, yet ſuffer themſelves to be. inflamed with 
love,and tormented with deſires : which may very - 
well happeo,for they are miſerable creatures, who 
well deſerve to be ſo handled, As for me, I freely 
profeſs, I am daily environed with an hoſt of wo» 
men, and feel not the leaſt ſpark of -cancupiſcence. 


Preſerving a widow-hood, inacceſſible to ſecond xo $ Bafi/ was of another opicion, when heſheweth, 5-5-/ 4: 


Bade is wedlocks, how many may we find of them, even in 
men. ©” Gentiliſme, who, after the death of their dear huſ- 
Yalr-Mex. hands,have ſaid,(what the antient Valeria did) My 


husband is dead to others, but not to me. If we ' 


ſpeak of ſufferirlg great roils of body, Queen Hip/- 
crates followed King Mithridates her husband, as 
one of his braveſt Caprains, gallantly corverting a 
horſe,and galloping through ſnows & wilderneſles 
not to be ſeparated from him. 1f wediſcourſe of 


P mgimtate, 


that a man, who perpetually converſeth with wo- jactioati- 


' men, and faith he feeleth not any touch thereof, on of fx 


participateth not at all of humane nature, but ra- 

ther is ſome extraordinary prodigie; - For, as he 
learnedly diſpureth in the Book he compoſed of _. . 
Virginity, the body of a woman is (as it were) 2 4:#«6-. 
ſeQtion, and a fragment of that, of the firſt man, Nargerous 


which is the cauſe he naturally defireth her, as a in the con. 
part taken from himſelf. The palm hath not more {tion 


with wao- 


14m i.6. bhaniſhment & ignominies, Sx{piria brake up doors 20 inclination to the palm, nor the iron to the ada- wen. 


Eape7+ re her mother ) after her 


and locks to run ( mang! 
_ exiled husband; among the proſcripts ofthe Trium- 
he  viras, If impriſonment be put into the liſt of ac- 
pelirics, count, Eponind was nine years ſhut up with her huſ- 
Rbed.$an- band in the hollow cavern of a Tomb. If you re- 
—aed gard maladies, a daughter of Spain, daily with her 
cap.4, tongue, licked the envenomed wound of King E4- 
$1:019:% ward of Englasd her dear husband, If you look on 
| the terrible of terribles,dearh ; Blax»ch the Italian 
Lady,ſcorning the flatteries ofthe Tyrant Afolin, 
who paſsjonately woed her, ( captive though ſhe 
were) eſcaping out of the hands of ſouldiers, ſhe 
went to breathe out her life upon the tomb of him 
to whom ſhe firſt of all had given her heart and 
affeRtions. Yea, I much more admire thoſe, who 
willingly have deprived themſelves of all riches, 
greatnels, yea, even of the preſence of their huſ- 
bands, whom they dearly loved, to procure them 
Cedren, » liberty, wealth,and honour. Cedren obſerveth in 


VINE, 


mant, then one ſex hath towards another, When 

God creited rhe mother of the living, it is written, pZ#cait 
he bailt,as if the Scripture would ſay, That woman can 

is a houſe wherein the heart of man lodgeth bat 29 =e- 
t00 ofren. Sole glances { ſaich this great man ) are i= muteren, 
ſpiritual hands, which cauſe wonderful effeRs, 20-322 
From thence the firſt battery of Concupiſcence #o.« 
beginneth, as ſaith Clemens Alexandrinus, Adde, Pt” 
that after the corruption of fin, wehave in us an $.Bail. ib. 


39 evil ſource of carnal deſire, which floweth from the "7,9 


d' £05). 
bottome of our ſoul by'our five ſenſes as by ſo jos axes 
many conduir- pipes. Nature is extremely ſubtle £525” 
and bufie, and when.one hath a hundred times to- Alex. 
gether by ſtrong hand chaſed it away, a hundred **** > 
rimes it returneth; it infinuates it ſelf, it preſſeth 
forward with ſweet violences , with charming 
{weerneſſes,it infenſibly ſpinneth the web,and doth 
what it liſt, 

Moreover, it is ſeconded with a certain curioſity, 


-. — ck his hiſtory, that Confta»tive the ninth exerciſing 40 to know all that which is moſt pernicious to ir. Ic 


tyranny, as well in matter of love, as within his 
Empire,cauſed theR oman Argyropy/uu to be ſought 
out, and commanded him to repudiate his wife, 
whom he had lawfully married, to take his daugh- 
ter, on condition that he would make him Czfar, 
and aſſociate him with himſelf in his dignity : but 
if he condeſcended not to his will, he threatned to 
pull out his eyes, and co make him all the dayes of 
nn _ his life miſerable. 'The Lady,who was preſent, ſee- 
a Lady. 
chat might be, and ignorant what anſwer to give 
unto the Emperour. Ah Sir (ſaid ſhe) I ſee you are 


much hindered in a brave way, if it onely reſtin_ 


your wife,that you be not great and happy, I free- 

113 :5u4. 1y deprive of my ſelf of all, yea, of your company 
«ls ws» (which is more precious to me then all the Empires 
Gem 3s, Of the world) rather then prejudice your fortune 
© For know, Ilove you better then wy ſelf: And 
faying this ſhe cut off her hair; and voluntarily 


Kicketh againſt the laws of honeſty and modeſty 
and thinks the forbiddance of an evil is the greateſt 
of all corments.1t will know to much,to be chaſte, 
and makes a ſoare.to it ſelf of proper ſcience. . O 
God of purity, how many do we now adayes ſec, 
who, to give entrance to a wicked curioſity, 
through too free converſation, receive as many 
m—_ as they give glances,and as many deaths as 


beauty ſhoots arrows againſt them ! Solomon, who Prov. 23. 
Ocali tus 


ing her husband involved. in all the perplexities 50 well knew the effe& of this paſſion, ſaid, Thy eyes ,;4:4wn 


ſhall ſee forreign women.and thy heart ſhall enter. exrores, 
rain a very evil diſcourſe within thee : Thou ſhalt jew 
be as one faſt aſleep in the midſt of the waves of the perverſos 
ſea,or as a lazy pilot, whos oppreſſed with drowſi- © * 
neſs, hath forſaken the helm. Thou wilt fay, It is 
rrue,they ſiruck me, but I feel no pain of it : They 

have drawn me this way and that way, but I am 

not ſenſible of it, when ſhall T be awakened, to be 


apain drank with love, and to return to my accu- 


entred into a Monaſtery, which the other was wil- 60 ſtomed pleaſures? See how a ſenſleſs ſoul talketh, 


ling enough to ſuffer, preferring ambition before 
love, a matter very ordinary among great ones. 
Our of all this it may be inferred, that women 
are to be found very virtuous,and moſt conſtant in 
their affe&tions. But the queſtion I propoſed in the 
ſecond place,if in caſe it ſo-fall.out, whether amities 
may be fixed out of marriage,between ſex and ſex, 
is a paſſage very dangerous, and worldlings muſt 
not think it ſtrange, if 11look into it with much 


which baving not well guarded its ſenſes in the firſt 
aſſault,delivereth the heart over as a-prey, and ſinks 

into the botrome of Abyſs. But to refl within the Mot 
limits of honeſt amities,it is undoubted, one cannot with wo- 
uſe too much precaution, ſo ſubtle and penetrative guid at. 
are the ſtinps thereof, eſpecially, when.it is ſharp- os 
ned by Beauty, Bounty, and Benefits. Yea, miſery yi much 
therem doth ſometimes bear ſo ſenſible x part, that precauti- 
a beautiful and virtuous woman, being in her inno- *" 


montaof Precaution, It is a pleaſant thing to hear how Pe- 70 ceney affiQed, ſhooteth arrows of vitorious loye Mg «- 


| 4 lagins the Arch-heretick talks in S. Ferome; For he 
e1-gjom, makes a Rhodomontade ſurcable to a ſpirit ſwoln 


into the heart of man 2 And very well the Philoſo- 7/7. 
pher S-»eca hath obſerved, that loves great, when os: vonls 
Rr 


it grows Out of commiſeration, 


Part 4+ 


caliod.de Te is) true which Caſioders (aid in the book of 
y Amity, that one affe&ion depenerateth inſenſibly 
into another. Love, in the beginning,is wholly di- 


vine, then it becometh humane, being yet within 


pegenera- the limits of reaſon:From humane it paſſerh to nas«. 


tion-2"i- tyral, wherein it quickly feels the ſting of nature, 
" and the firſt fervour of Concupiſcence. From naru- 
ral,it becometh officious, entertaining it ſelf with 
diſcourſes,complements, complacence, offices, and 


The Paſſihs ff Amity. = $5 


=4a 


is, this ſoul is not an ne_—_— ſeparated from 
matrter,and that in the gueſt thereof, we paſs by the 
veil of body, which becometh a ſnare to chalkity. 

How many Bulls have we ſeen feeding in a pa- Lt 2yg- 
ſure, ſtrong & ſound, who having heedleſly ſwal> oi;. 
lowed a little worm called by the Grecians, Thy fire #'n 4c 
of O-xen,become meagre & faint,retaining nothing >" "hg 
at all of their bodies but bones, and figure ? And Lovecom- 
how many great ſpirits have we beheld which were 7. 5 


ſervices. From officious,it moſt times becometh car» 10 in excellent ſtate, and in full vigour of the funRi= 0 


nal and from carnal, abſolutely unchaſte. 
wa. ,amblichss,a Philoſopher very curious,faith,that 
of thoſe who profeſſed to conſult with ſpirirs by this 
1mblctw divine operation, as is pretended, ſaw in the begin- 
7 mities ning obſcurities, ſpe&res,and night ; bur perſiſting 
of women. iq; their ſearch they perceived the air by little and 
litclewaxed bright with a pleaſing ſerenity, & the 
apparitions became more lightſome. Ir falleth out 
quite otherwiſe in the matter of Amities,indiſcreet- 


ons of intelleual life ; who, by approaching over- 
near to this ſex, have entred 1nto affections of fire 
and flames : which, like lictle creeping ſerpents, 
have ſtoln into their hearts and deſtroyed virtue, 
I will not ſoil the purity of my Pen with the exor- 
bicancies, which both antient and modern hiltories 
have obſerved vpon this ſubje&. I paſs over it, as 
bees over hemlock, without any ſtay; it ſeeming 
unto me that many Authours had done better to 


ly tied with women; For at firſt,thoſe ſhews are fair 20 have covered the ſtains of their mother, then to 


and ſpeciqus, but the iſſues of them ( if one be not 
heedful)are black and hideous, A ſoul which feareth 
God, might ſometimes be very confident among 
ſach as make profeſſion to be none ofthe honeſteſt, 
becauſe it is preveated by ſome averſion which hin- 
dereth irs perdition; but virtue,conſorted by ſweet 
diſpoſition, hath another manner of power ; for it 
infinuateth it ſelf into the ſoul with admirations & 
ſatisfaRions, which attraRt the inclination before 
the conſideration can be permitted to frame a 
$.89n..de further diſcourſe. $0 S.Bonaventare in the Treatiſe 
Purit. Cf. he compoſed of the Purity of Confeſſion, ſaith, 
TheAmity of vircuous women is more to be feared, 
and the teſtimonies of mutual affetions which one 
ſex rendereth to another, are infinitely able to en- 
kindle love.One,who is not extremely exorbitant, 
beginneth not the praRtice of vice on the top; 
iniquity hath its apprentiſhips, none comes in an 
inſtant to the utmoſt of impudency. Above all, 


heed muſt be had of che beginnings, , before vice 4© a precipice, to be addicted to 


take much predominance to our prejudice. 
5.Bait.d Have you obſerved what a ſtone doth, thrown 
Pagmiiate. into a pond ? it maketh ar firſt a ſmall circle, which 


A notable cauſeth another,and the other a third,the third out 


compari- 
fon of 
S. Baſzl. 


of that produceth a fourth, and they are ſtill iofhi- 
5. Beſt, . Nitely upon encreaſe ſo much, that the water onely 
of the Curled with alittle pibble, makes a long chain of 
paſlion of circles,which fill up the toral ſuperticies. This hap- 
*_ penethin love,it falls into our heart not perceived, 


have divulged them to maligne ſpirits, who make 
uſe of poiſon, and readily impure the diſorders of 
particular,to the general body. 

All 1 have faid hereupon hath been to ſuit my The op: 
ſelf tothe ſenſe of Scripture,and holy Fathers,who nion of 
ſo notably have condemned the over-much familiar ogra 
converſation with women, and if they ſeem ſome- the Anity 
times to ſpeak of it with too much rigour, it is,for * ©" 
that in great crimes the evil might be diverted by 


30 exaggeration of the peril; to the end, ttat ſince the 


fire is to be feared;the very ſmoke might be avvided. 

It is not to be wondered at, what the Wiſe-man 
ſaid, That the too free familiarity with women was & Pro-$-27.) 
fire brand in the boſome: That S. Ephraim thought ir 
was as caſte to live among burning-coals,as to con- 
verſe with this ſex, and- not te wound the ſoul x 
That $. Berzard wrote, that to be alwaies among ze... 
women without hurt,was to do more then to raiſe i Cm. 
the dead; That S. Cyprian imagined it was to ere 7,v ce. 
uch ſociety + That z«r-Ctr, 
S. Ferome adviſed, that we ſhould either equally ” renner 
love them all,or equally not know ther. 

We fee many ſhipwracked fools ſtanding on $bipwracts 
promontory tops, who tell us of the ruines which M2902. 
theſe paſſions have cauſed; Simon Magu was vn- of women. 
done by a Helen, being more bewirched by her 
love,then he enchanted others by his ſorcery. Apel- 
les was corrupted by Philumene : Montanmu, by Ex memeiss 
Priſca and Maximilla: Donatus,by Lncilia: Elpi-. 


nor foreſeen, and inthe beginning cauſeth ſome 5o 459, by Agape. Women have ended among all 


flight couch, which according as it is entertained, 
dittends it felf, and is in ſuch ſort multiplied, that it 
Tepleniſheth che whole capacity of our ſoul with 
arrows and chain-links,which we cannot bur with 
much labour diſſolve and unlooſe. A ſpirit which 
before reſted in a generous !1berty, becomes captive. 
This imperious/ viſage perpetually knocks at the 
gate of his heart. It enters into game, ſtudy, repoſe, 
repaſt, ſleep and ation. Ir infinuateth ir ſelf into 


theſe, what Magick and Hereſie had but begun. O 

g00d God! what man would not be aſtoniſhed ar 

the Roman Macarins, who having overcome love 

in the world, was ſurpriſed in the wildernefs by fin- 

ding a womans ſhoe ? To conclude,Heaven is moſt 

happy, ſaid Tertu{ian very wittily, becaufe though 77 ci 
it bath Angels, it hath not 4ngelicals ; thongh it 2rgeu. 
bach a God, it hath no Goddeſſes z andit might be Tea 
feared,if there were diverſity of Sex there,it wovld = 


' prayer, with diſtraQions pleaſingly troubleſome,it 60 alter ſomething of its tranquilliry. 


buſieth the thoughts, it exerciſerh the diſcourſe, it 
inflameth the defire tog0,to viſit,to ſpeak ; it re- 
pleniſheth the memory with what is paſt, the ima- 
gination with the future,and the preſent, with di- 
iturbance. A ſoul finds it is not well, that it diſ- 
ſolves, that it conſumes by the ſenſes, and bath al- 
ready dried up all its ſmiling beauties;and weakned 
that vigour which is in devotion. It notwithſiand- 
ing flatcereth ic ſelf with the colour of innocency, 


it feigneth co.ir ſelf that this is an a of charity . 70 his love, he will take in no more fire then-he lilt, 


that it is a duty of y nay z thatitisan a& of the 
fouls that buras not but for 


virtue; but the tniſchief 


So many great men, whowere much accompli- 
ſhed in ſanRity, have thought of women upon the 
brink of the grave, and have found, we mnſt ever 
fear, that we may never fall. Beſides, 1 leave you 
to think with what conſcience a ſpruce youch who 
hath z body full of blood, and a ſpirit repleniſhed 
with flames , can ſay, He will loye God in his 
works,and that he findeth not any one berter then 
a handſome woman, He knoweth how to manage 


Ta 


nd chis fire ſhall not burn, but ar his diſcretion. 
This beaury ſhall ferye 10 rarſe him towards God ; 
Yyy he 


538 


he will paſs from the creature to the Creatour 
without any difficulty It is a ladder of gold, which 
God hath ſet for him to climb up into heaven by. 
But it is to be doubted leſt it prove Archimedes his 
cngine, whereon the bigher they mounted, the 
lower they deſcended. Such an one by this way 
thinks to touch heaven with a finger, who already 
hath a foot in hell. But fince I write this Treatiſe 
for Courtiers,and for the well-ordering of divine 
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two gates againſt love, to open a thouſand to his 
imagination, Qriges deprived himſelf of the di. 
ſtinction of ſex, to rebate the ſtings of ſenſualitie, 

which bred him much miſchief. Grace,and the gift 

of God,doth more then all the endeavours of men, 

it forſaketh not thoſe, who, by obligation of their 
charge,and out of the necetlitie of their profeſſion, 
converſe with women, within all the limits and dye 
proportions of decorum, 


Chatthere and humane love; I neither muft,nor will,by my zo The Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorie afſureth us, that the Theex- 


may be 
ſpiritual 
Amities 


diſcourſe put any prejudice upon the virtuous and 
civil Amities which may be between perſons of 
bn one different ſex, who are endowed with ſingular and 
Biferent excellent vircues, and who manage their affetions 
Sexes» , with admirable diſcretion : which, althoogh rare- 
with great ly,may be done ; - and if there be any who abuſe it, 
_— it is not fitgby reaſon of blaſted members, to blame 
dence» ſound parts,and ſuſpet them of corruption, nor to 
Nec inſeo- con fare the ations of many great Saints, who, be- 
Tum regnum 
SI then their own, have therein comported themſelves 
with ſo much prudence and charineſs. 

S. Auguſtine, in the fourth Book of the City of 
God, ſaith, The Antients had three Goddeſſes of 
Love ; one for the irregular, another for the mar- 
ried, and a third for virgins, We muſt not think the 
kingdom of hell perpetually ſwayeth upon the 
earth (to ſpeak with the Wiſe-man ) and that one 
cannor look on a woman,and not take in the fire of 


glorious S. Arhaxaſius,ſeeing himſclf perſecuted by ne 
the Arrians with rage,thirfite of his blood, and not *f S-4th«- 
knowing whom to truſt, hid himſelf in the night- 
time inthe houſe of a devout Virgin, where he was 
long concealed, and proreQted againlt the fury of ._,__, 
his | {mg Whoſoever will weigh this, ſhall Palladn, 
find it an extraordinarieaR, for the biſtorie ſaith, 
the Virgin was a miracle of beautie; and being not 


fully twentie years of age, had made a vow to pre= 


ing obliged by duty to converſe with other ſex 20 ſervea perpetual virginity to God. It much amazed 


her at firſt, ſeeing the great Prelate had choſen ber 
little habitation for the place of his retreat : but he 
aſſuring her it was the will of God ſhe entertained 
him with an-open heart, & ſerved him with ſomuch 
puritie,obedience, and reverence,that ſhe ſeemed to 
hare lodged an Anpel,not a Man in her houſe. 
She furniſhed him with all neceſſaries for life, 
ſhe waſhed his feet ; yea, ſhe borrowed Books for 
him, with ſingular heed, that he might entertain 


evil loves How many be there, who, wholly are 30 time in this his impriſonment. Cardinal Baronins 


eſtranged from all render and affetionate inclina- 
tions? Briars and thorns are as full of courteſie as 
their greetings, and the ice of Scythia is not more 
cold then their converſation, How many do we 
find, who, having their ſpirits wholly poſſeſſed by 
other paſſions; one of Ambition, another of Ava- 
rice, another of Revenge, another of Envy, ano- 
ther tranſported by the ſollicitude of a ſuic, and 
the turmoil of a family, who think very lirtle upon 
love? How many other are there, from whom ſtudy, 
affairs, and charges ( wherein they firive ſuper- 
eminently to tranſcend ) free their minds from all 
other thoughts ? And how many Ladies ſee we in 
the world,with a countenance ever ſmiling,of a hu- 
mour cheerful,and converſation moſt pleaſing,whbo 
make love to wits and ſpirits, as Bees to flowers, 
but have with the body no commerce at all ? 
But,ifthis may ſometimes proceed from humour, 
by a much ſironger reaſon we muſt think, great 


40 be done by prudent men, w 


calleth this hiſtorie into queſtion, and thinks it an 
invention of Arr;us his {1de,but there is very little 
appearance, ſeeing the Arrians of that time never 
objected it to S, Athanaſpm,as being a matter out of 
their knowledge. And although this great man in 
his Apologie hath ſaid nothing of it, where he 
ſpeaketh of his flights and retreats, this, notwith- 
ſtanding, nothing at all lefſeneth the truth of it, 
ſince there are many things a very innocently 
ic 


are not neceſlary 
to be publiſhed to all the world. 


And needs muſt he have had little judgement to 
bave vaunted this accident before his enemies, 
whereof they would have taken but too much oc- 
caſion to calumniate him, And as for that which 
Baroxis ſaith, that it onely belonged to widows to 
waſh the feer of Saints, it is true, according to the 
ordinary proceedings of the Church, and the liber- 
ty of its funRions ; but here the queſtion is of an 


ſouls, that are powerfully poſſeſſed by the love of 50 ontragious perſecution, and of an a out of com- 


God, which repleniſheth the whole latitude of their 
hearts, & who live in continual exerciſes of prayer 
and mortification, may converſe with women for 
the affairs of ſalvation, 'by a converſation ſweetly 
grave, and ſimply prudent, not changing the love 
which they bear to the virtue of chaſtitie. 

Itis an a&t of a baſe or maligne ſpirit,to meaſure 
all by ones own ſelf, and to think that, . what be 
would doin a lipperie ;occaſion, muſt be done by 


mon praQice, and there is not any reaſon which 
cay efficaciouſly prove this hiſtory to be invented, 
ſeeing it is. faithfully ſet down by Sezomen and 
Palladita, two great admirers of the virtues of 
S. Athanaſune ;, wi f the one piveth ſo evident 
proofs, that he witneſſeth he had ſeen the fame 
Virgin when ſhe was ſeventie years old, and faith, 
this relation was confirmed to him by Prieſts of 
Alexavdria.l hold it more admirable then imitable, 


all fuch who are fatre otherwiſe -eminent in grace 6 and that although the Hebrew Children were once 


and virtue;then are the ordinarie ſort of men. 
The aff. The Authour of the Theatre of Nature holdeth, 
lisk can- that the Bafilick alone, among ſerpents, cannot be 


not be n= enchanted; and,l dare affirm, there are men, who 
have the like priviledge, and: have their eyes love- 
proof;8: their hearts ſhut up againſt all the aſſaults 
of concapiſcence, whether it proceed from-ingular 
habits of virtue, or whether it be ſome very extra» 
71; Ordinary gift 'from Gol. Democriems-voluntarily 


Apolezeti- made himlelf blind, by looking ſtedfaſtly upon the 70 ſtrange thing toread the Letters he writes from the 


a beams of the ſun,to free himfelf from the importu- 
nities of the love of women ; He (perhaps) ſhut up 


preſerved in the fornace by miracle, one muſt not 
therefore deſperately throw himſelf, through im- 
prudence, among coles ; but ever confeſs the hand 

of Godiis-able to ſafeguard thoſe in perils, who 

have not deſpaired1n the peril,but who by neceſli- 

ty. become therein engaged. 

 'Whar ſhall we fay of S. Fobn Chryſoftome 2 Is rupees. 
therea'man moreaullere in his tife, and more ve- 4 by 
hement in the matters of virtuous Amities? It is a Chriſetome 
with 8 Li- 
place of his baniſhment to his dear 0/ympias. He | #.- mag 
falutethher with openneſs of moſt ardent «ffeRions, 


he 


Part 4+ | 
he calleth her his Saint, 4nd his venerable Lady ; 
ſometimes he--inſtrats and incourageth her by 
ſublime,grave diſcourſes, addreſfing Epiſtles to her, 
to be valued with whole Books. Another while he 
deſcendeth into particulars, he recounts unto her 
his voyages, his adventures, his comforts, his diſ- 
comforts; He omits nothing of the condition of 
his health, of the diſpofition of his hody, of his 
chamber, of his habit, of his ordinary exerciſes in 


The Paſſions of Amity. 


it was an admirable joy to my ſoul that 1 might more 
and more comfort yours, which made me believe that 
God had given me to you, not imagining any thing 
might be added to the affeftion I felt in my mind, an4 
eſpevially when 1 prayed for you: But now (my dear 
daughter ) there hath mpon it ſucceeded a new buſi- 
weſs, which to my ſeeming cannot be named, but the 
effeft of it 1s onely a preat interionr ſweetneſs which [ 
have, to wiſh you all the prrfeftions of the love of God, 


this ugly place, whereunto be is'baniſhed; He pro- 10 and all other ſpiritual benediftions.In the 16 Epiſtle 


teſteth he is much troubled he ſees her not, be af 
ſures her,all his _ are nothing in compariſor of 
the want of ſuch an one whom he ſo tenderly lo- 
ved, which he confirmed unto her by the example 
$.Paut ten. Of Pant, who challenged Angels and Devils, who 
derin ho- mocked at all perſecutions, who was ready to carry 
ly «feRi- 411 hell on his ſhoulders (had it been potſible) out 
of the deſire he had to ſuffer. And yet the ſeparati- 
on of Titus, his well-beloved Diſciple, afflicted him 
fo much, that he could not give his thoughts any 
repoſe. He dilates much upon this affeRtion of 
S.Paxl, to excuſe his own, which ſhewed it ſelf ar 
the beighth, when the news was brought him of the 
ſickneſs of the ſame O/ympias:For then it was,when 
the winters of Scythia,the countenances of Barba- 
rians, 'the hideous roughneſs of ſome place where 
it ſeemed Nature had never been, the noiſe of war, 
and the incutfions of ſouldiers fleſhed in maſſacres 
& ſpoils, are nothing in compariſon of the affliti= 


he ſaith, r is a dew which moiſtneth his heart with- 
out blow or noiſe ;, I ſpeak, before the God of my heart 
and yours ;, every affettion bath its particular diffe= 
rence one from another: That which I hear you hath 4 
certain particnlarity which infinitely comfortcth me, 
and ro ſay all, it u infinitely available for me. Ac- 
count thus as an irrefragable verity, and do not you 
doubt it at all.Then he adds, when many particular 
perſons recommended to him, come into his mind, 


20 ſhe is alwaies the firſt or the laſt, who there longeſt 


abideth. 

See how the wayes of the juſt are hidden, and 
leave no prints to follow them by the tracks. An ill 
informed Cenſurer would here have wrinckled the 
brow, he would have ſaid with a ſupercilious corn- 
tenance,a ſevere aſpe in the words of Cato: That 
it muſt needs be a manifeſt ſnare of Satan,to have a 
womans face in his mind in the midſt of his pray- 
ers. And yet we know this worthy man lired in 


On he feels for the indiſpoſition of this dear Virgin. 39 moſt perfe& purity,in imitation of immaterial An- 


He conjureth. her by allthings the moſt precious to 
tender ber healch,he ſendeth ber to skilful Phyſici- 
ans, he teacheth her medicinal drugs which help 
himſelf,he promiſeth her long iecters,which ſhe in- 
finitely loved, ſo that ſhe take care of her health, 
he aſſureth her,as ic were in the ſpirit of prophecy, 
that he muſt viſit her again to comfort his cares, 
wipe away his tears, and repleniſh his heart with 
ſartisfa&tion, What can be more lovely, what more 
affetionare, then this whole diſcourſe ? 

Great af. Saint Ferome is in the ſame paſſions for Saint 

| fetionof Payla All the ſplendour of Romes greatneſs,all the 


tward Tiches of the earth, are nothing with him in com- 
Sens pariſon of his little Berhlcem, made reſplendent by 


$ Hirom, Te virtues of this noble Lady. Hertelleth us, that 
in epiteph. Pilgrims who come from the remoreſt confines of 
the world cannot ſee any thing, in all che affluent 
wealth thereof comparable to her. When he goes 
about to praiſe her, he wiſheth all the members of 


gels. This teacheth us,there may be Amity berween Neſſcads 
Sex and Sex, pure and ardent as the flames which 3 


time Copm/ats 


enlighten ſtars, But this only belongeth to perſons quam nw 
infinitely prudent;and abſolute in virtue, who are funitory, 


, p - Rem g amilaris, 
therein more worthy of admiration,then imitation: —_— 
- . : : 4 5 
yea indefatigable circumſpe&tion muſt be uſed, to $2.4, ſex 
contein them within their limits + And then is the P* timer 


diving. 


time that they produce chaſte and ſtrong delights, = ſeripen- 
when two ſpirits perpetually look one upon ano- !9m ſi 


conciliant, 


40 ther, as the Cherubins of the Ark having continu- $.Hicar, 


ally the propitiatory of the living God in the mid{: 
of them z or when they reſemble the Sun and 
Moon,who for theſe fix thouſand years have courrt- 5 
ed each other, and never touched. hs 
SeR. 5. Of the entertainment of Amities. 

Ay in the world wherein we are, is a fire 

out of its ſphear, which properly is heaven ; 
where knowledges are without darkneſs, joyes 
without diſcomforts,and love without blemiſh. For #6!» -# 


his body were changed into tongue, and that he. 50 which cauſe, it ſtands in need of precaution to de= 7,01 4 


were noupghr bur yoice,to be throughout the whole 
Univerſe the Trumpet of her praiſes. He deſcribeth 
her life and death with extafies, he plaies che Poet 
in his old age to make hec an Epitaph, and fetcherh 
out a pedigree for her from the aſhes of old Troy, 
and the conqueſts of Agamemnos. He formerly had 
made himſelf a Secretary to her and her daughter, 
enditing their letters for them to invite Marcela 
their companion into the ſolitudes of Bethleem. 


ligentis 
fend ir ſelf, and of flrength to abide in a place, n_ 
where conſtancy is rare, change ordinary, errours 195g 
natural,aſſaults violent, and reſiſtance weak : The 3/ n4b- 
mind of a Lover is delicate, nice, and ſenſible in in- , rg 
juries, if you handle it ſlightly, it withereth like a — 
Roſe; if roughly it fadeth like a Lilly, I then will 2% 5 
briefly glance at thoſe things which alcer Amity, % 
and ſhew yeu likewiſe the Antidotes that preſerve :3.34. 


it,to the end, remedies oppoſed; the evils may with 


When he thinks of her coming, all the holy land is 60 the more luſtre appear. 


turned topſie-turvey, the hillocks leap for joy, 
the fields deck themſelves in their beſt beauties, the 
rivers carry the news thereof to the meadows, 
ſquadrons of religious,and virgins g0 before; there 
is nothing but ſalutations and cranſportations,and 
rejoycings.incomparable z Out of which we may 
conclude,Saints have very lively affcRions towards 
all they love, 


The af- That bleſſed Prelate, the Biſhop of Geneva had 


I hold, that among all the ſtains which Amity The cigke 
may contraR, there is not any more tarniſheth ir, Amity. 
then Forgerfulneſs, Negligence, Scorn, Diſſenfion, 6, p_ 
Diftruſt, Inequality, Impatience , and Infidelity. friends. 
We ſee ſo many Amirties daily to diffolve by 
Forgetfulneſs, and want of ſrequentation, that irc 
ſeems divers friends ( eſpecially when they be of 
eminent condition) make their way to the E/yzian 


fields by the river of Forgerfulneſs. They no longer 


Cn the ſame ſpirit for his Philorhza:For, behold how he 70 remember thoſe whom they had coutred, no more 
then a nightly dream, nor khow they ſo much as 
whether they be in the world or no, and whether 
they 


Letter © 


my Lors ſpeaks of ber in the firſt letter of his: ſecond Book. 
B'ſbop of When you wnfolded yonr ſelf to me more particularly, 


Yyy 2 


540 THE HOLY COURT, Part 4; 
QWatem cu- they yet have any part among the living. Sever * of believing him to bt ſuch ; ahd there are not any 
p 614; demanded of S. Parlinws his piture to preſerve his fo worthy to be deceived as thoſe, who upon ail 
new bi, memory, but he asked him, whether he deſired the occaſions fear to be deceived, It is an a@ proper to 
i"! a» image of a terrene, or celeltial man, ſhewing we a ſpiric ſtupid and unworthy of the 'manage of 
c«/et# ? , Mult rather remember friends by the figures of the affairs,to,be ready at the firſt, ro-give credit to the 
<:.3.a4 Se- mind,then the lineaments of the face. | venemous tongue of a calumniatour, oppoſed 
ven... Others want not memory, but they have a cer. againſt the life and innocency of a friend ;' or of 
. Nepli- : . "Ae" X Z . 66 
vence, tain careleſneſs which many times proceedeth from one in prime place, withour ſifting diligently all 
a nature lazy and indifferent, that cannot take a the circumſtances of his accuſation, And what aſ- 
little pains to quicken the memory of a friend, 10 ſuredneſs may we hope for in humane things, if all 
another while it cometh froma narrow-ſtreightned ears ſhould become as credulous as tongues are li- 
heart, wbich vouchſafeth not to oblige it ſelfin an centious ? Came not thence the frequent ſubver. 
occahon, wherein it hath full power, ſions of States, and calamities of Man-kind ? 
3.-Con- Some are not content toſcorn, but do alſo make Is it not that which itrecoyerably ruined the 
rempt. 


their ſcorn appear, by preferring men of no worth, 
and who were before unknown to them in antient 
Amities, They think a friend who is yet to be made,is 
ever better then he who is already wholly endeared. 
Anal:J«- This is it that cauſeth ſharp convulGons in a gene- 


amicum fe- rous heart which ſees itzſelf negleAed,and abando- 20 unleſs the proofs thereof be written with the 


cere,qu 


£52449 nedin need, by one from whom all poſſible help 
Nec tame» was expeted. Then ariſe loud out-cries, exclama- 
-amjs tions avd complaints : Yea thereare of them,who 
male cogite, hide their wounds, yet fail.not to love in the midſt 
m of theſe disfavours; which 1 ſuppoſe doth either 
proceed from a ſtrong virtue, or from a great ab- 
jeRneſs of mind. If it come from virtue, it is an 
ation truly Chriſtian z Bur if from abjeRneſs of 
mind; then it is a lamentable thing to fee a filly 


Roman Empire under Yalextinias the third, when 
(as Maxim relaterh who was his-capital enemy) 

he with his own hand flew his chief Genera] Zi, 
the pillar and prop of his Empire? We muſt not 
believe any thing againſt an Amity long ſettled, 
raies 
of the Sun. Alexander rather choſe to'pnt himſelf 


upon.the hazard of ſwallowing poiſon; then to be- Quinta 
h zrtin 1:4. 


lieve one, who made him a report againſt the _ 
alty of his Phyfician : He, with one hand; took the 
goblet wichoat further information, and with the 
other, gave the accuſers Letter to the accaſed ; the 
one ſmiling drank down an apparent death, whileſt 
the other implored heaven and earth- againſt the 
calumny, which was notably refelled by the gene- 


ſoul ſo profuſe of love (the greateſt treaſure in the 30 roſity of the great Monarch, 


, world) as to conferre it on the ingrate,diſdainful ; 
as if one took delight to feed and flatter owls. And 
were a manable to give us the heavens and ſtars , 
if he have not Amity and affection for us, muſt we 
make our ſelves ſlaves to a proud ſpirit, which is 
wholly employed within it ſelf; and which can 


Laſtly, they do not lon ſerve Amity, who ©» 7; Ine 
are Unequal and Impatientzand as Moſes tides no 2d 
mention of the air in the hiſtory of the Creation, *i**<< 
becauſe it is inconftant, according to: $; Gyegory Greg-Nyſſcis 
Nyfſes's conceit : So we muſt let their names paſs 
under ſilence in the Temple of Amity. They grow 


never diſtinguiſh what virtue or Amity is? Diſdain 
1s a thing not hard to be learned, when he, whom 
we honour moſt, giveth us a lefſon of it in his in- 


weary of al!,they are diſpleaſed with a ſlight word 
ſpoken at random; with ſome innocent freedome 
they enter into Labyrinths of ſuſpitions and per= 


gratitude. One may pay ſcorn with ſcorn,and feta 40 plexities , whence they never come forth ; and 


value upon nothing but God who gives eſtimation 
to all things» 

There are others who begin the breach of Amity 
by diverſity 'of opinions and judgements ; they 
build but upon one ground in the exerciſe of the 
holy virtue ; their underſtanding inclineth to one 
fide, their will ſeems to propend to another : bur 
in concluſion it is gained by judgement, and the 
continual diverſity of reaſons cauſeth the diſſention 


A» Di (ſen- 
tion. 


Amity (which is the moſt delightful of all things) 
becomes their puniſhment. 

All, which hath pleaſed them, diſpleaſeth ; All, 
which bath contented them ,*diſcontenteth ; one 
knows not into what poſture to put himſelf,co give 
ſatisfaction: Good words vex them, ſervices diftaſte 
them, ſubmiſſions torment them, contradtions 
make them mad ; It ſeemeth Saxls devil poſſeſſeth 
them, and that they know not themſelves; They 


C:emetemn. Of hearts. I do not ſay, one ſhould play the Cha- 50 hateby humour, as if they had loved without con- 


t% beitiole melion in Amity, and, without foundation, take 
Vi 


ſ#bjets fe. UpOn him all colours which are preſented ; for , 
ray that would be rather to become a flatterer then a 
42. friend. The Seraphins of Ezeke/, though they clap 
Ezck-3-13 themſelves with the tips of their wings, yet fail not 
to make a heavenly Harmony : So, good friends, 
who at firſt ſomewhat differ in opinion upon ſub» 
jects offered,and propoſe their reaſons with ſweet- 
neſs and modeſty, thereby alter not concord 2 but 
when this diſſention is very frequent and caprious, 
it is an evident token, love is ſtrucken at the hearr. 
-$u{iti. Others are eaſily tranſported with Suſpitions 
ons and | and Diſtroſt, and open their ears very wide to tale- 
diſtruſt. te|[ers, who are the moſt dangerous plagues which 
the evil Genius can vomit forth to diſturb concord. 
R4bbi Seto» Antiquity telleth us that friends ſent ear-rings to 
"0% their deareſt correſpondents on their birth-day, to 
2.8 amic;z. Conſecrate their ears to Amity, and: preoccupate 
nam, cre- them againſt ſlander. We muſt jadpe (ſaith Seneca) 


ſideration of merit, 


But we muſt ſay,that of all the plagues of Ami- 
ty, there is none 


þ Reg. 13. 
IO. 


faral co it, as the diſcovery of a =" 


ſecret by Treaſon and Infidelity 2 That is it which Pe B'- 


enſis 1. de” 


Petr Bleſenſss called the blow without noiſe, UN Enic.c.b. 
der the ſhadow of Amity. It is that which Brarm 7/14 


gave tO great Ceſar,and which was the cauſe that 


> 0U 


the valorous Emperour ( long tumbled to and fro ,4,y4y, 


among his murderers, and defending himſelf from 


60 every blow they gave him) covered his eyes with 


his garment, not enduring the treachery of a man 
whom he had loved, and obliged above all other : 
But ſaying, Ah ſon, art thou then one of theſe! 


He ſuffered himſelf as a viime to be butchered, 


aſhamed to behold the day-light, which made him 
ſee ſo black a miſchief. And what is there more to 
be deplored,then to behold a generous heart which 
dilatesit ſelf in the preſence of a pretended friend, 
and-powreth out unto him all he hath in his ſoul, 


<meo2;. before we love, but when once we have begun t0.70 whilſt- the wretch (ſhooting back * enyenomed 


rian,judi- love,we mult believe a friend. We muſt not open a 
Ser +.8, heart by halves; be is made; faitbful by the powet 


prey of 


ſhafrs 4 ag all the raies of Amitie) maketh a 
is goodneſs, and a trophey of his fince- 


rity, 


Part 4. 


rity, abandoning him to the diſcretion of ſuch as 
perſecute him, There are ſome who ſuffer them- 

ſelves to fall into-theſe Infidelities by the ſarpriſal 

of ſome wicked ſpirits who wholly govern them, 

and who draw out of them all they bave, in their 

hearts, either by crafc, or power, which rendreth 

| them leſs culpable, bur not irinocent. Others run to 
Sick" it with the malignitic of a Devil, and joyfully tri- 
ſeeiſti d- ymph when they have proſpered inan AR ſo baſe 


lum : pro- 
eres De- 


«: deſtruet ſerye to be accounted the horrour of nature, the 

Pſal.51.4. ſcorn of Ages, the execration of mankind ? And 
hall we nor believe that if Pythagoras's Metemp/y- 
chofis were in being, their ſouls would put on no 
orher bodies but of Hyena's, Rats, or Owls, to fi 
in an eternal night, and never to be illuſtrated wit 
one ſole ray of the bright day of Amirie ? 


$ix perfe- © Now, if you deſire to know the things which 
015% pre. are of power perpetually' to uphold Amity, I muſt 


wb munication, Bounty, Patience, and Fidelity. Aſſure 


your ſeif, you will not long be a good friend, if 

you {tady not to be ever virtuous, 

ren neſs — The heart ofa wicked man (faith the Prophet ) 

merejer- is a turmoyled ſea,which never reſts; it hath as ma- 

IG.;7. ny changes as the waves in the Occan,as many agi- 
rations as Tempeſts, which with Amiry is incom- 
patible, of its own nature peaceful, and which en- 
tertains the mind in a conſtant firuation, What is 


The Paſſions of Amitie, 


ſerve Ami- tell you, it ſubliſteth i# honeſty,yvod diſpoſeriov,com- 2.0 thouſand cares : It 


wk | 547 
This hindreth not, but that the uſe of veils is verie 
laudable, in time and place among religious wo- 
men, who make profeſſion of periance, and the 
fore-alledged Author, who ardently urgeth virgins 
to this obſervance, gives them an example of Ara- 
bian women, who were ſo veiled, that they had EPs 
buc one eye free to guide them, and to receive a jun amidi. 
hatf light : which cauſed a Roman Queen to fay, 2/74 /wce 
that they were miſerable women who went ſo, be- jam 


Jaciem 


and barbarous. Do not rheſe kind of people de- 10 cauſe they might rake in love, but not give it out Pofiuere- 


| wY  *=* Idem d 
again. But contrariwiſe they were moſt happie, tO velandis 


be delivered from a thouſand importunities of Vi"s< *4- 
wanton eyes, which do nothing but court beauties, 
_ Howfoever, true amitieis neceſſarily accompa- 
nied with ſome tenderneſs and fenfibilitie, which 
cauſerh one to be perpeftally anxious for ſuch as 
he loverh, Love in the heart is an exhalation in a 
cloud, it cannot continve idle there It daily form- 
eth a thouſand ws gs and brings forth a 
Jnderh Out ari infinitie of in- 
ventions to adygnce the, good of the beloved : It 
openeth it ſelf in his ptoſperities, it ſhuts ic ſelf up 
in his adverſities, it is appalled in perils, it trium- 
pheth in glories; If it hear ſpeech of his praiſes,ir is 
Manna fallen from heaven ; if he be.blamed, it is 
a poyſoned arrow which transfixeth the heart: The 
eye, the rongue, the arm, all the-yeins and arte- 

ries bend to his defence. 4 
Add for the third Antidote, that Amitie is no- or of 


ion,and 
the cauſe the bleſſed are never wearie of loving,but 30 tably entertained by converſation ,and mutable irs con- 


that they perpetually find in God new beauties 
and perfeons? The body is finite, and quickly 
thruſts forth all its qualities, which with time, ra- 
ther fade, then flouriſh ; but our ſpirit is profound 
Dum wſ- 35 an abyſs, and our ſoul tendeth in ſome ſort to 
q%ſaxc)* Infinitie. Hence it comes, that two friends ſeriouſly 
alterius ob- diſpoſing themſelves to perfeQion, daily receive 


are vs- 


Fr". ſome new luſtre, which rendrerh them lovely , ſo, 


grams that increaſing in goodneſs by degrees,they inſen- 
clarucs 


wwamqze ſaid of ewe good friends, that they ſought to hide 
reduce . themſelves in the ſhadow of one another, but that 
Bonorat- thence their humility was refleRed, as from a ſolid 
bottom which made its lights the more reſplendent. 

Yer would T not that your virtue ſhould be au- 
ſtere and unmanaged, but ſeaſoned with a good 
difpoſition and- a certain cordialitie, which is the 
beſt remper of Amity: There are ſome who love ſo 
coldly,that their love is'as a day'in winter, when 


Humour. 


communication, which ſhould be full of libertie, **=** 
freedom and confidetice. There it js where one en- 

treth into commanirie of ſecrets, of thoughts,coun= 

ſels, inventions, opinions, induſtries, affairs, and 
purpoſes. There it is, where hearts diſcover their 
nakedneſs, and where ſpirits going out of Chriſtal- 

line breaſts, make a ſweet mixture of fires and 

lights. There it is, whete (faith the Wiſeman) I- p,gy.2-, 
ron ſharpnech Iron, where one Intelligence a- 27. 


ſibly love ſome betcer thing. St. Hilary of Arles 40 wakens another, Tfire it is, where the bottom of 77% = 


ro acuiiur, 
the heart becomes as a fountain of clear watcr & ho 
wherein ſouls behold each other by admirable re- proves 
fletions, One reckoneth up his life, his courſes, his £-,% 1% 
voyages, his hazards,his enterprizes,bis ſucceſſes, his —_— 
joyes, his annoyes, his Sympathies,his Antipathies, pordor? 
The other receiveth all this into his boſom, andre. Fricien any 
ciprocally opens himſelf to his friend. Oh whar fd. wed 
ſreetnef,,ch what an Atom of the life of the bleſ. anye/ts 


ſed is this communication ; when jt is inviolably - p- 


the Suniginvolved in'grofs vapours,and ſhews no- 50 grounded upon virtue and honeſtie! What a con- 


thing, but ſadneſs - which'is extremely troubleſom,; 
for it is better to receive a' manifeſt CorreRion, 
Mlior & then to'endure a/hidden Amitie (to ſpeak with the 
menjels Wiſeman) and you ſhall find many women who 
mw emer better love harſh men; then ſach as are neither one 
_—_ nor other. | 
Hei$sno good frien&whe rejoyceth not at the 
preſence of his friend, who is not ſorrie for his ab- 
vid.chry, {Ence; yet not oppoſing the conformirie we ſhould 
716: c, ,, be letters he wrote to his dear O/ympics obſerved 
|  theſeſenſible affeQions in S. Pas!,for he was much 
troubled at the abſence of his beſt friends, and de- 
——_ fired to ſee their faces, (as he ſaith)where this great 
velandis, Prelate infiſterh upon the word Face, and faies it is 
virg<-12- 500d right, that we deſire the face of our friend, 
bx ocutis becauſe it is the place where the ſoul ſheweth it ſelf 
ſuis preme- iq all irs ſenſes. There is not any man (ſaith Ter= 


re faciew 


cauſam,fa: t#lliay ) unleſs he hath little to do, delighreth 


ciem non 


rentment is'it ro ſee a poor man who wasas a clord 
ſurcharged with ſtorms and darknefs, to free him. 
ſelf and become bright by aſpe& of the beams, 
which refle& from the eyes of a friend, co clear up 
at the words which come from his lips, to receive 
infuſions wholly celeſtial , which put in order 
things confuſed, give vigour to the languiſhing, 
comfort in afflition, and hope amidſt deſpairs ! 
Time ſtealeth away in theſe entertainments, and is 


ep.1p- 715 ave with'the divine Providence. S. Chryſoſftons in 60 not Felt : hours are not aombred , moments are 


there precious ; the ſpace which intercurs between 
two Suns,ſeemeth but one. Whoſoever importune- 
ly troubles theſe converſations, are ike Birds of ill 
preſape : and night which ſeparates them (al- 
though it be the mother of Repoſe) js nar. alwaies 
welcome, unleſs it in ſleep reſtore thoſe beloved ,. 
delights it rook away, 9 aint ces... 
| Yer, it is good to moderate this converſation, be wode- 
the nature ofhumiane things beiog ſuch, chat plea- Hrawnde 


onverſg. 


—_ hold long difcourſe before a face ſhur up, 70 ſure when it is arrived at the higheſt, is nor far eſt mibulatis 


a viſage fenfible of nothing , and which to 
ſay truly,cannor but be melancholy in this poſture, 


faciem ut 
ita dixerim 
triſtems 


diſtant from diſtaſte, The more that Flowers ſauna. 


breath forth their excellent odour; fo much the $regor-i 
ſooner 


342 
ſooner they wither ; and by how much the more 
love produceth fires and ſparklings, ſo much the 

-  _ moreit is weakned, unleſs it be repaired by reaſon 

Abſence i* which is ſwallowed by ſenſe. Abſence entertained 

a ftcatagem by letters full of confidence, is not alwayes with- 

of Amity. yt its profit ; for the ſoul by the memorie taſteth 
what it hath taken in by the underſtanding, and 

, gives it ſelf more leaſure to recogitate its plea» 
ſures, which are not ſo well perceived, when pre- 


THE HOLY COURT, 


Part 4. 


be in great neceſſity , without telling him from 
whence this ſapply came, and rather chufing he 
ſhould have the pleaſure to find ic, then the pain 
toasK its What good is it todo, as the officers of 
great ones who are ſtately .in their diſtributions, 
and think not they ever have given ought, unleſs 
it were long asked ? They make themſelves 
to be waited on like Demi-gods, and magnihe 
what comes from their own hands, in - ſuch ſort 


ſence drencheth the mind jn a deluge of content= 10 that their benefits are ſcorned , and we begin 


ments, and gives it not leaſure to bethink it ſelf, It 
Bounty a 15 3 Boodly thing (verily) to behold theſe affeRi- 
truenote Onate complacents, yet never is One a good friend, 
of Amity. if he come not to the fourth point, which. is, to 
wiſh, and todo good ro thoſe he loveth, It is now- 
a-dayes, a true teſtimony of Amitie, to give libe- 
rally of ones own, in a time when ſilver is the God 
of x þ world, and intereſt the mark, whereat.all in- 
tentions aim. There are ſome, who would rather 


to hate that, which was too late reſolved on,or too 
proudly afforded. He muſt give his Preſents. ac- 
cording to the common praRice of men, obſerving 
circumſtance of place, time, ſeaſon, perſons , guild 
his favour with the gold of graces, and not do, as 
they who give ſo ſadly, that one would take them 
for men who deny. 

Friends alſs who receive, ought not to be 
troubleſom , there being not any thing which 


give the blood of their veins, then ought of their 20 more offendeth firm Amities then the roo grear 


purſe, would ſuffer incredible toils for a friend,and 
would not diminiſh for him the leaſt part of their 
ordinarie expence; yet Amitie never is perfe&t,un- 
leſs it enter into.a free communication of neceſſa- 
rie helps, as much as abilitie-and reaſon permit. 

Benefits of Whoſoever invented benefits gave wings to Ami- 

Amity- tie, and made 2rrows of gold which inſenſibly pe- 
netrate hearts the moſt unnatural. 


importunities of the bold, who ever have their 
hand open to receive, and neyer have a brow ſoft 
enough to bluſh, There are many Amities which 
are by this way diſſolved ; when friends perſwade 
themſelves to ask boldly, and will not bedenied, 
but think one gives them nothing, if they :give 
not all, 
The fifth condition of a good friend, confiſteth'p,;jence 


—_— ' A Blephant, who beareth Towers and Houſes in aſtrong patience to bear with the defets of the moſt ne- 
an ji on his back,cannot carry a benefit without a grate- 3o perſon he loveth, whether they be in the mind,the _y 


drecores & ful acknowledgment of it : It is that which quench- 

ſrnthiones, . | 

1.24, Eth the fire that ſparkleth in the eyes of Lions, 
which ſtayeth their paws keen as raſours , and 
makes them adore that which is thrown out to 
them asa prey to be deyoured, Liberalitie is a hook 
we muſt eyer hold in the water , we muſt not fear 
many times to loſe, to conferr once well, a. good 
office done.to a friend, That man deſerveth never 
to get any thing, who thinks all he giveth is loſt, 


bodie, or.in the exteriour : Yet it is not that crimes So 
and ſcandals, hidden under the ſhadow of Amitie, reaion of 


ſhould be tolerated : for that were to be a traitor frieods- 
- S —_7_ Non aſpert, 
to the moſt innocent of virtues. Above all,it is ex- quanzm 


pedient to obſerve, and in the beginning to rouch ef 


the paſſion of one dear unto, us with hands of ſilk, non mods 
and words of ſattin ; not todiſtemper him,if he be i=2"%/ 


v1114 tol- 


ſomewhar ſenſible. Burt if light remedies make not wie ; ſed | 


a 6 - magy do- 
impreſſion, we muſt urge, ſollicit, labour with all > +." 


and who gives not at all, bui to receive double, His 40 the l:bertie which confidence affordeth, and not jaberde,ne. 


intentions are mercenarie, and his fayours are like 
Lime-Twigs ; he maketh a Market-place of the 
Temple of Amitie, and profaneth all that is ſacred 
1Q it, to conſecrate it to his own paſſion, 


A great It isan excellent induſtry,to give well,and it re- 
indu#ryY quireth much ſtudy. There are ſuch as give all they 


well. Cannot keep, and are neyer liberal but in extremi- 
tie, like to the fountain of Spo/ero which never ap- 


peared, but when the countrey was threatned with 


forſake the ſick, until we ſee ſome little hope of 2. 8#,n-wens 


menement.But if the evil daily increaſe by the con- nande. s. 


tempt of remedies, & that it be ſuch that ic involves Apt" <&- 
a friend within the danger of infamy; a man ought Nom caree 
not to think it ſtrange if he be abandoned, ſince {159% 


tatis 


he firſt of all degraded himſelf of the charaRer of occult, 9ui 
Amitie,which is virtue. Other defeRs of manners, joe? 


which proceed not to crime, ought to be handled a:frirobri- 
with ſingular ſweetneſs and diſcretion,and theſe of $';,4,.u.c. 


Leander in An approaching famine. Others ſend Preſents to no 5o nature and humane accidents cannot be taken in Conc. 


Umbriz. ourpoſe, and unſeaſonably, as if one ſhould 'give 
books to a Peaſant, and arms to a Scholar. Their 
gifts are many times ſo unhappy, that they may be 
be reckoned among the miichiefs their enemies. 
wiſh. Others throw largeſſes by ſtarts, and diſtri- 
bute not favours, but caſt them at random ; and 
there are oft to be found ſuch, who giving to all, 
for want of giving with judgement, oblige none. 
They haſten to thoſe who deſire nothing of the; 


by a good friend but as a decree from heaven, and *'** 
an exerciſe of his goodneſs. There are ſome, who 
have their ſouls ſo generous, that they love miſe. 
ries ; they find deformitie to be handſom, when it 
is dreſſed up in the liveries of Loves , plagues and 
cankered ſores breed neither fear, nor averſion in 
them : They digeſt all by the heat of animmorrtal 
affeQion. | 
Then it is, when we come to perfe& fidelitie, Fidelity * 


not ſeeing itis a great torment to be obliged 9,06 which is the Baſis that ſupporteth the whole houſe cats” 


one, to whom one would ow nothing. There are, 
who make themſelves to be adored, before they 
open the golden gates of liberality, they are ſhut 
up within ſo many locks, that an age paſſeth be- 
fore they ſuccour the miſerie of a friend, they put 
oyl into the lampto light ic when it is quite out, 
and do good to Hobgoblins and ſpirits in tombs. 
Senee.l. 2. Tt js t00 late tO give toA friend, if you ſtay till he 


Geo demand it : you give him twice, when you deliver 


. X p "&s- cellency- 
of Amities. It is a virtue really divine, and one of 


the moſt precious treaſures in the heart of man. Ie | 

is a Bud of Fidelitie, a proof of an invincible cou» ,,,, 5,. 
rage, a note of an inviolable goodneſs : It is an vem genere- 
imitation of the order of the heavens, % of the cle- **,2/"* 
mentarie world, where all perſevere in the obſer. pocem, non 
vance of the laws which were written by the Di. rx, 
vine Providence from the beginning of ages, by 


the help of Fidelity, which the principal parts of 


him out of his torment, Archefilaus well under- 70 the univerſe do obſerve one towards another. 
ſtood this myſterie, who laid a bag of money un« 


der the pillow of his lick friend, whom he knew to 


- Tris that, which's the cauſe that ſtars eternally 
circumvolvye within their divifiens, not uſurping 
one 
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one upon another : That, which cauſeth dayes and 
nights yearly to reſtore the time they had bore 
rowed one of another, and ſo well ro make up 
their accounts that they pay even to the utmoſt 
minute, It is that, which Rayeth the waves of the 
ſea, and current of rivers; That, which maketh 
Maſters and Servants, Families and Provinces , 
States and Empires, All is quickned, all lives, all 
under the divine hands ofthis great Miſtrifs. By 


The Paſſions of Senſual Lowe; 


feRions of the leprofie, the venome of ulcers, the 
malignity of the: plagye, the purrefsRion ot the 
ganprene, and all, which is horrible in nature. 
After all this, it is made a God, to whom Elv6« 
gies, Hymns, Songs, and victims are offered : Em- 
pire over the heart is given to it 3 a ſoul, not crea-« 
red but for him, who hath ſaved it, is ſubjcRed, fet- 
ters are honoured, and its Tyranny adored, 
1here are many millions of men in the world 


it , Kings have ſubje&s, Lords their officers, Com- 10 who would be mott fortunate and flouriſhing, if 


monwealths Magiſtrates , Communities, Admini- 
ftrators, Fields Labourers , Civil-life Merchants 
and Artificers, by it, the whole world hath order, 
and by it, order proſpers in all things. One mult 
rather break an hundred times, then once fail in 
fdelicie co a good friend. Were the devil capable 
of commerce with men, he muſt obſerve fidelirie : 
by how much a more juſt title ought we to pre- 
ſerve, love and honour it, even with veneration in 
holy Amiries ? 

If a friend, one of thoſe who have been very ac- 
ceptable to you,chance 'ro fail ; whether ir be by 
evil life, or through manifelt contempt of you, or 
out of other il! diſpoſitions ; yet 'mult you on the 
rotten trunk honour thelaſt charaRters of Love, 
you mult rather unſticch then break, you: muſt 
keep the ſecrets he at other times hath commirted 
to you, and not publiſh his defets. Amitie is ſo 
venerable, that we muſt honour even its ſhadows, 


they knew how to avoid the miſchievous power of 
this pailion : but, having not uſed any conlidera- 
tion nor endeavour ; they have abandoned their 
bodies to diſhonour, their reputation to infamy, 
their eſtates to pillage, and their lives to an intint- 
tie of diſturbances and torments. Hence is it, that. 
virgins of noble blood are ſtolen away, that fami- 
lies are deſolared,that parents are precipitated into 
their Tombs by ungrateful children, that ſo many 


20 young widows are diſhonoured in the werld, thac 


ſo many miſerable cre:tures,after they have terved 
for talk to a Citie, diein an Hoſpital ; that ſo many 
little innocents are made away by a death which 
preventeth their birth ; that ſo many Infants are 
thrown into life as froth of the ſea, expoſed to 
povertie and vice,by that condition which bi ought 
them forth, Hence is it, that chaſte wedlocks are 
diſturbed, that poyſons are mingled, that Halters 
are noozed, that ſwords are ſharpned, that Trage- 


and imitate the Pythagorians, who celebrated the 3g dies are begun under the Coverture of night, and 


obſequies of ſuch as forſook their ſocietie, to burie 
them with honour. 

Theſe precepts being obſcrved ; Children will 
live with Parentsin great duty and ſubmiſſion ; 
Husbands with Wives will hold together, not only 
by eyes, fleſh and blood, which are too feeble ties, 
but by excellent conjugal virtues, Patents will 
live in all ſweetneſs of nature, People will be 
fiſtned with the knot of indiſſoluble Concord ; 


are ended in a full day-light upon a ſcaffold. 

O God,how bappy might a ſoul be which would 
well conſider all this, and take what I am about to 
ſpeak, as a letter ſent from heaven, for the remedie 
of intinite many evils, which in this paſtion envi- 
ron our miſerable life ! I invite huber every age, 
each ſex,all conditions.l intreat my Readers to pers 
uſe theſe lines with the ſame ſpirit wherewith I 


addreſs them : andalthough it befel me to treat of 


Great ones will be indulgent to inferiours; Infe- 40 this ſubje& in my. other works ; —— 
2 


riours pay obedience 'to the great; and intimare 
friends gather flowers and fruits of immortal des» 
lights in the ſacred garden of Amity, 


Sect. 6. Of /enſnal Love. Irs Eſſence, and Source. 


Here could wiſh my pen were born on the 
wings of winds from one pole to another, and 
chat it might fall wict;a ſtrong and impetuous 
flight upon a paſſion which maketrh artractives, 


never haveI ( yet) undertaken it with ſo muc 

merhod, vigour, or force, as at this preſent, 1 will 
ſhew yoa the Eſſence, the Cauſes, the Symptoms, 
and the Effects of love, as religiouſly as I can pol- 
fibly, ſuppoſing my ſelf not bound to follow 7 er- 
tullians opinion, who though verie chalte, ſpared 
not to ſpezk of this ſubjeR alittle :groſly, ſaying 
for excuſe, that he had rather put himſelf upon the 
hazard of loling' ſhame then a good argument, 1 


charms, and illuſions to march before it, and after 5 made you ſee in the beginning of this Treatiſe,that 


ir draggeth along furies, diſaſters,and rapines, 
The wiſe Hyppecrates in his time deploret. the 
evil effects of Avarice, and faid,the life of man was 


Hippocra- Miſerable, becauſe inſupportable Avarice, like un- 


tes in ep. 
a eri- 


res. 


Love is 4 
range 
malady+ 


ro a ſpiric of ſtorms and tempeſts, had »poured it 
ſelf upon mortals, and that it were to be wiſhed 
the beſt Phyſicians mighc meer together ſrom all 
parts to cure this diſeaſe,which is worſe then folly, 
and which occaſioneth a miſchief irreparable : Be- 


love, conlidered in.general, was properly an incli- 
nation to the good of Confornitie, which putteth 
on diversfaces according to the ſundry obje&s and 
ways.it purſues to arrive thither, If it go diretly 
towards God, and refie& on a neighbour, as his 1= 
mage,/loving the one for himſelf, and the other for 
his Author ; this is charitie ; }f it diffuſe it ſelf upon 
divers creatures ſenſible and inſenfible, which it 
purſueth for its pleaſure and commoditie ; it is an 


cauſe inſtead of ſeeking remedies to drive it away, 60 appetite, and a ſimple affe&ion, as that, which is 


falſe praiſes are ioventedto flatter it. 

I may ſay thelike of Love, fince it is the moſt fa- 
tal plaguce:among all. pafſions. It is not a hmple 
malady, but one compoſed of all the evils in the 
world. lt hath the ſhiverings and heats of Feavers, 
the Ach and prickings of the Meagrim, :the rage of 
Teeth, the ſtupefaRion of the Vertigo, the furies 
of Frenzy, the black vapours of the Hypocondry, 
the diſturbances of che waking, the ſtuptdities of 


rowards hunting, birds, books, pi&ures, pearls, and 
Tulips: If it be applied to humane creatures, loving 
them with all integrity, by a reciprocal well-wiſh- 
ing; it is Amitie: If it regard the body for pleaſures 
ſake it is a love of venereal toncupiſcence, which 
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Diſaſt-:s 
T5 evil 
love- 


Verecund:? 


pericl itarn 


mg/o,qu 2m 


proba "It's 


1. I .de ants 
ma,c- I7. 


Tertul. in 


being immoderare (even in the intention of marri- exhortati- 
age) fails.not tobe vitious; which made Tertal's- one .2d 


caſtitatem. 


an fay,tbat the ſame thing an Advlterer would do, Nec yer ak 


the married likewiſe did. If it be chaſte, and guided 


the Lethargie, the fits of the falling ſickneſs, the 70 within the Limits which the Law of God preſcri- 


faintneſs of the Phrhilick, the heavings of the paſ- 
ton of the heart, the pangs of the collick, rhe in- 


»d fut marie 
14, mſs ger 
god & 


beth ; it is conjugal love : }f it overflow to ſenſual 44% 


pleaſures ; 18 is Luxury, $. Dexs ſaith, 1t is not 
lore, 


545 x 
love, brit wh Idol, and a fall from true love. And 
Plats in his Banquet addeth, that ſober love is con- 
rearment of hearr, eyes, and ears ; but when it will 
content it ſelf by the other ſenſes, namely, that of 
touching ; it is not love, but a ſpirit of inſolency,a 
paſsion of a ſervile ſoul, a rage of a trivial laſt 
which mak:th ſh:w to love beauty ; but, through 
its exOrbitancy, deſcendeth to the worſt of defor- 
mities, 


Plato in 
Convivios 


Diviſon 
of love. ſtinguiſh all love into two parts, & ſay there is one 
of conſideration,and another of inclination. They 

call it love of conſideration when one is therein 
embarked with a full knowledge , and a ſettled 
judgment ; love of inclination, when one loveth, 

not able to give any reaſon, But I find this diviGi- 

on is not exa& enough, inſomuch as it confound- 

eth the Genus and Species, and doth not clearly 
diſtinguiſh the members of this body,fince all love 
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1 know there are learned pens, which here di- x0 Crefx; willing to ſhew,that we muſt not ſeek for «©. 


% 
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cuſer, his inheritance covld not raiſe ſuch a reve. 
nue, while others ſtand in ſo wretched a C onditi- 
on, But he pleading his cauſe, did nothing elſe but ryan vati. 
bring forth a luſty daughter of his, well fed, and 4» & 6 
well bred, who took pains in his garden, with * 
ſtrong carts, and ſtout oxen which ploughed his 
land, andthe whole equipage of his Tillage in ve- 
rie good order ; He then cried out aloud before the Hecſwnr 
Judges, Behold the art-Magick , and charms of C5925. 
hidden and extraordinary cauſes, where orditaric 
are ſo evident, 

So in the like caſe we may ſay itis a thing moſt 
ridiculous, to ſee a body compoſed according to 
nature, ſound, and verie (trong, which hath fire in 
the ſpirits, and blood in the veins, which continu» 
ally feeds high, lies ſoft,and perpetually converſeth 
among women the molt handſom, to complain of 
celeſtial influences, or the ſorceries of Venus. To- 


is nothing elſe, but an inclination, and fince that 20 tal Nature, eſpecially (ince the corruption of fin, Toteriour 


which is made by conſideration, inclineth the lo- 
ving to the thing loved. Whenceit appeareth that 
to mention a love of inclination, is to ſay, love is 
love, without any farther explication. I had rather 
ſay there are two loves, the one of Election, which 
reſulteth from Conſideration, and is formed, when 
after one hath acknowledged a thing to be fair, 
profitable and pleaſing, he out of reaſon affeRts it : 
The other of humoar, when without conſulting 


conſpireth to make love. It ſets Reaſon to ſale (if 2s * 
it carefully take not heed) and inſenſibly draweth 
it to its ſide. There is not almoſt a tone, whereun- 
der ſome ſcorpion lieth not, there is not a place 
where concupiſcence ſpreadeth not out ſome net 
for us. It fighteth 2gainſt our ſelves, makes uſe 
of our members, as of the Inſtruments of its bat- 
tels, and the Organs of its wiles. There is ſedition 
within, and war without, and never any repoſe, 


with reaſon, one is ſuddenly ſurprized by ſome ſe- 30 but by the ſingular grace of God. Tertn#ian Trtul. de 


cret attraQive in the thing loved, without giving 
himſelf leaſure to judge what it is, and this pro- 
perly is to love by humour and fantaſie, which is 
now adays the moſt ordinarie love, but nor the 
beſt. It is a kind of love which quickly beginneth, 
and which never ends ſlowly, ſo full it is of incon- 
ſancy. It ſeems to it ſelf all its bands are ſilken, al. 
though they be' rough chains: It will not rake 
pains to conſider them, It thinks not it cheriſheth 


Love of 
humour. 


writes, the chaſtity of men is the more painful, the x 
feryour of concupiſcence being the more fieric in 59m" 
their ſex; and one may juſtly ſay, that ſuch as per- ordoris 1a- 
Gſt all their life time in great reſiſtances and no... #4" 
table victories, are Martyrs of puritie, who,having 

paſſed through fire and water, haſten to a place of 
refreſhment, We bave all one domeſtick ene- **c!lion 
my , Which is our own body, that perpetually fict.s. 


almoſt oppoſeth the diſpoſitions of the ſpirit, If ] F\mach: 


de caſtita- 


+ the wound, nor looks it back on the hand which 40 go about to fetter it (ſaith $. Foby Climachm ) it te,grade15, 


gave it, It is heedleſsly engaged.and figneth tranſ. 
ations without reading them, that it may not be 
aſhamed to abrogate what it made,or to entertain 
that which kills it. There are many miſerable ones, 
who daily marry upon the firſt ſight, and whoſe 
amities ariſe bat from a glance which paſſeth away 
more ſwiftly then a ſhadow : and then there mult 
be a thouſand repentances to redeem the pleaſure 
of one moment. Ir isever better to preferr EleQi- 


gets out of my hands, If I will judg it, it grows in- => 
to favour with me; If T intend to puniſh it, it flat» ilwn vinci. 
ters me ; If I will hate it, Nature commandeth me ,," _ 
to love it ; If 1 will fly from it, it ſaith,it is tied to 2 nawre 


my ſoul for the whole time of my life : 1f 1 will de- + 0m 
ſiroy it with one hand, I repair it with another , Is 747, ©. 
it too much cheriſhed ? it the more violently af- ” _ 
ſaults me z Is it too much mortified 2 it cannot al- «d>"/arize, 


auxiliator 


moſt creep z watching withers it, ſleep, on the gau& in- 


on ; for, though in the beginning it had not fo 50 other ſide fatteneth it, whips corment it,and dand. $49mv% 


much ſweetneſs in the ſearch, it hath leſs ſorrow 
inthe poſſeſsion, 

But, to enter farther into the knowledge of 
Carnal love , it is good to penetrate the cauſes and 
effeRs thereof, which will the more perſpicuouſly 
enlighten us in the choice of remedies. We ſee 
many people in the world, who being tormented 
by this evil even unto folly, ſeek for pretexts to c0- 
ver their paſsions : ſome ſaying, It is a Touch from 


lings corrupt it ; By treating it ill, I endanger my 
life ; by pamperiog it, I incur death. This ſheweth, 
how Saints fortified themſelves with much precau«- 
tion,diligently obſerving the condition of nature, 
the cauſes of temptations, and the maladies of the 
ſoul, thereby the more ſucceſsfully ro praRtſe the 
cure. They who are moſt retired ( ſaid the fore-al- 
ledged Author) fail not to feel domeſtick wars, but 
ſuch as indifferently expoſe themſelves to objects, 


heaven, and an effe& of their Horoſcope, which og are violently both within, and without aſſaulted, ,,,, 


cannot be diverted. Others complain they are be- 
witched, and that they feel the power of Magick : 

Caſmin Others caſt all the blame upon devils, who not. 
ervel- withſtanding think not ſo much of them as they 
leius P2- may imagine , for love comes ealily enough from 
" natural cauſes, without going about to ſeek for it 

in the bottom'of the Abyſs. I here remember what 

Plin. 1.x, © 1#n recounteth of one Cyefin, who manured a 
cap. 16, Piece Of ground which yielded him fruit in abun- 


The beautie and handſomneſs of one ſex, is a imperious. 


ſweet poiſon to the other, which entreth in by the JT Plat, 
eyes,and maketh ſtrange havock : And 1 wonder _. 39. 
not at all, that the Scripture compares it to & Pane» Zan, feraw, 
ther (a ſavage and cruel beaſt) which with teeth «i putchri- 


-teareth thoſe he hath amuzed with the mirrour-like F creo 


ſpots ofher skin,and drawn to her by the ſweet ex- {nterpreter. 
halation of her body; It is more to be feared (ſaid #94971* 
an Ancient) then the horns of the Bull, the tecth 7=- 


dance, while his neighbours lands were extremely 70 of the Lion, the gall of the Aſpick, yea then fire or 


poor and barren, for which cauſe he was accuſed 
to bave enchanted them ; Otherwiſe, ſaid his ac» 


flames : aud the holy Abbot of Mount $5: faith, c1jmact, 
that had not God given woman nm decaftite- 
WAL 
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which is the ſcabbard whereia this ſword is kept, 
there would be no ſalvation inthe world. 

The love The love of women cauſed Sampſox's, David's, 
of women and Solomon's ſhipwracks. Ir hath beſotred Sages, 
©anger9"** conquered the ſtrong, deceived the prudent, cor- 
rupted faints,humbled the mightje. It hath walked 
on Scepters, parched on the lawrels of vitours, 
thrown trouble into States, ſchiſm into Churches, 
corruption. among Judges, furie into arms, It hath 


The Paſſions of 8 enſual Love 


wo ts 

beaſts, which boileth in the powdring tub, at the 

time of the furic of dogs, becauſe they have been 

bitten by a mad dog; Andin wine, which ſeems 

to be ſprinkled all over with certain white lowers, 

when the vines are in the bloſſom, _ WIE, 
So it happeneth that the ſpirits, which do in our =p" bj 

boLies, what the winds do in Nature, being tran- thcic ori- 

ſpired from one bodic to another, and carrying in p1ace tors 

their wings, qualities conſonant, do infallibly ex- 9"1y in 


entred into places which ſeemed inacceſſible,but to 10 cite and awaken the inclinations. But it is not cre tab? 


ſpirits and lightnings. And if beautie be ſo much 
to be dreaded, when it hath no other companions ; 
how dangerous think we is it, when it cauſeth to 
walk along with it, pomp of apparel, attraRtives, 
dalliances, cunning wiles, libertie of converſation, 
merriment, Good chear , Courting , Idleneſs, 
Night, ſolicude, familiaritie ? Need we to require 


ary other charms then thoſe co work the ruine of 


a (oul ? 


tion. 
dible, or at leaſt, ordinarie, that this manner of S?*cis © 
working ſhould be, asin things inanimate, and mary 
that it hath nothing todo with the ſenſes ; for it is ligats, 02 
principally the eyes, which are intereſſed therein, 1: iis 
breathing thence the moſtthin ſpirits, and darting I” 
forth the viſual rayes, as the arrows of love,which Hicron. in 
penetrate the heart,are united,confounded, and loſt —__ 


one within another, then, heating the blood, they 
{trike the Imagination,and attra& wills, which are 


Yet, beſides theſe open cauſes,there are other ſe- 20 ſo linked one to another, that one cannot per- 


cret ones to be found in the love of humour and 
fantaſie, which inſenſibly fetter a mind, and ſuffer 
it not to find it{chains, 

A modera Author hath of late written a treatiſe 
of the love of inclination, wherein he ſpeaks verie 
pertinently of its original,and doth (according to 
his ſaying) ſeem to draw it a ſecond time out of its 
Chaos. To underſtand his opinion, we mult pre- 
ſuppoſe that which S. Themas ſaith ; That total 


Monſieur 
de la 
Chambre- 


S. Thow. 


ceive the knot which ſo faſt tied them together. 

If tranſpiration alone of ſpirit, indifferently 
proceeding from all the parts of the bodie, were 
able to inflame concupiſcence ; we muſt then ſay, 
that a blind man ſer ata certain diſtance from a 
perfe&t beautie, would become enamoured without 
beholding it, hearing it, ſmelling it, touching it, 
or by __ underſtanding it : which notwith- 
ſtanding happeneth not in that manner. And if na- 


1.4. contra Nature loyeth to preſent it ſelf in the objeRts pro- 3o ture thus proceedeth, and that this paſſion were to 


gente. poſed unto it: And as they continually. proceed 


The ſecret from all things, coloured images and figures as it 
armacu'es were wholly ſpiritual, which makes themſelves to 
be ſeen, as in looking-glaſles, and are received 
into the eyes to contribute to the effect of ſight : 
ſo everie bodie hath its projeRions, and unper. 
ceivable influences,as we find in the power of Am- 
ber and the Adamant, which attra&t Iron and 


ſtraw by the expiration they ſcatter in the air, to 


be taken asa Contagion, we might extremely fear 

the approach of bodies,and perfilt in continual ap- a Guard 
preheniions to be infected by them, It is certain, 2%: 
that the ſenſes being well guarded, ſhut up all the EY 
gates againſt love, lince the Imagination it ſelf ſtir- 


 reth not,but upoa their report;but after they yield 


themſelves up by a wo familiar converſation, and ' 
reſign their defences ; a terrible havock is made in 
the mind : for love entrech thereinto as a Con- 


ſerve as inſtruments and hands to their attraRions, 4© querour into a ſurprized Citie, and imprinteth 


This being common to other natures of plants, 


metals and l:ving creatures; we mult not think 

but that the bodie of man participaterh therein,by 

reaſon of its vivacitie and the multitude of pores, 

which give 4 more eaſie paſſage to ſuch emitſions, 

' There then cometh forth a ſpirituous ſubſtance, 
Marflius which is (according to Marſilizs Ficinus)a vapour 


1. .devi. of blood, pure, ſubtle, hot and clear,more {trong or 
ta C. 2+ 


weak, according to the interiour agitation of ſpi-, ;, 


that plealing facein eyerie drop of the maſs of 
blood, 1t engraverh it on the Imagination; It figu- 
reth it on everie thought, and there is nothing any 
longer entire in the mind, which is not divided be- 
tween ſlaverie and frenzie. 
Sect. 7. The effetts of Senſual Love. 

T7 is a ttrange thing, that this furie hath a thou- 

ſand Irands, and a thouſand attraRives, a thou» 
ſand wayes of working, quite different, and many 


rits ; which carrieth along with it ſome qualitie of 5o fimes oppoſite. It takes by the eyes, by the ears,by 


a temperature, friendly and convenient, which in- 


ſinuating it ſelf into the heart and foul, doth (ifir 


there find a diſpoſition of conformitie) abide, as a 
ſeed calt into the earth, or as a Leaven which ſwel.. 


leth up a piece of dough, and forms this love of 


correſpondence, with an admirable promptneſs 
and vigour. 

From thence it cometh that Brothers many times 
rn feel motions and affeRions of tenderneſs, one for 
pened to S. Fuſtus, who knew his brother 7»ſt:xi- 
an, among ſundrie {laves who were at the chain, by 
this notice, without any other forejudgment. 
Theace it comes, that at firſt we are paſſionate for 
perſons we never ſaw,and that we wiſh them well, 
chough they alwaies have not ſo much grace nor 

2autie: but thece is ſome relation of hamour, 
which weaveth the web, and tieth ſuch aff:&ions. 
All nature is full of ſuch communications, which 


thegmaginarion, by chance, of purpoſe, by flying. 
preſſing forward, honouring,inſulting,by compla- 


| cente,and by diſdain. Sometimes alſo it layes hold 


by cears, by laughing, by modeſtie, and by auda- 
citie, (& confidence, by careleſsneſs, by wiles, by 
ſ:mpliMie, by ſpeech and by ſilence. Sometimes ir 
aſſaileth in companie, ſometimes in ſolitude, ar 
windows, at grates, in Theatres and in Cabinets, 
Bals, at ſports,in a feaſt,at a Comedie,ſometimes at 


aiiother, without knowing each other, asit hap=- go Church,ar prayers, in aRs of Penance. And who 


can aſſure us againſt it withoug the proteRion of 
God? Exſtathizs the Interpreter of Homer, faith, 
there are ſome who feign Love to be the ſon of the 


- wind and the Rainbow inHeaven;in my opinion,to 


ſignifie unto us its Inconſtancie and giverſified co- 
lours : and this beautiful 7-is in the beginning ap= 
pears all in Rubies, in Diamonds and Emeralds 
over our heads, afterward to cauſe rain and tem- 
peſts : So, love ſheweth it ſelf ar firſt with ſuch 


are effe&; of Sympathy, obſerved in the Corall, 70 bright ſemblances to our ſenſes, occafioneth ttorms 


which ſenſibly ch1agech according to hs diſpoſi- 
tion,who hath it 2bouc him 3 as alſo in che fleſh of 


and corruption in our minds. | 
Obſerve oe transfixed with violent loye,and you 
Zt7 foall 
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The miſe- ſhall find he hath all that,in his love, whichDivines* 


rable 
of one 
paſ5io- 
nately in 
love. 


"* have placed in Hell, darkneſs, Flames, the worm 
of Conſcience;an ill Savour, Baniſhment from the 
ſight of God; You ſhall fee a man, whoſe mind is 


I-fſonnis, bewitched,brain diſlocated, and Reaſon eclipſed : 


All he beholdeth,all he meditateth on,all he ſpeak-. 
eth, all he dreameth, is the creature he loveth. He 


a, in- hath her in his head and heart, painted, graves, 
cogitantis caryed in all the moſt pleaſing forms. For her, he 


God maketh him a whip of the thing he moſt 
loveth. 

Yet is this more ſtrange in the other ſex, which 
hath naturally more inclination to Honeſltie. A La- 
die chaſte,or a virgin well-bred, who begins to wax 
cold in the love of God,and in the exerciſe of deyo- 
tion, & takes too much liberty in her converſation 
with men, finds her ſelf inſentibly ſurprized by the 


the ſmiles, the ſpeech, theſilence, the courage, the 
diſcretion, of a man, layes a plot with her paſſion, 
to betray her reaſon. The poiſon of love by little 
and little ſpreads it ſelf throughout all the veins, 
the preſence of the obje& begins to cauſe bluſh= 
ing,paleneſs,unquietneſs, diſturbance of the mind; 
ſo that ſhe cannot tell what ſhe deſireth,nor what 
ſhe would have. Abſence awakeneth the Imagina- 
tion, which makes an eccho of all the diſcourſes of 


P 


fal of flowers, or diſtil but a poor tear on their 
Tomb, 

It is to deceive,to ſay that love excludeth all other 
paſsions 3 it awakeneth them, and garboileth them, 
and makes them all wait on it; It cauſeth averfion, 
Hatred, Jealouſfie, envie, hope, ſadneſs, deſpair, an- 
cies & ears,by the heart,by the Garb:the Humour, 4, ger,mirth, rears, ſcorn,grief, ſongs, and ſighs. And 


as it is thought that evil ſpirits ſhufflle in ſtorms, 


art 4. 


ro ſtir up lightning flasks, and make the thunder. xvii An- 


ſtroke the more terrible and pernicious 


: $0 is it $415 inter- 


eddle in 


likewiſe true that the angel of darkneſs involveth the great 


himſelf in theſe great tempefts of love, 
making uſe of the abominable miniſterie of Magi- 
cians, and 2Reth Treaſons, furies, fierings, poy- 
ſonings,murders and ranſfackings. And how ſhould 
it ſpare its enemie, ſince it is cruel to its ſelf? It 


all the aRions, that paſt in preſence. This man is 4© maketh ſometo finkin the twinkling of an eye: 


preſented unto her in a thouſand ſhapes, there is 
not a lineament,a word,a geſture, but is expreſſed, 
The underſtanding quickly creates to it ſelf roo 
many ill lights, the will roo much fire,and the ſoul 
wholly propendeth to the thing beloved. Yet 
the fire of God awakeneth her, and ſuffers her to 
have good reſpites, which makes her aſhamed to 
tell her own thoughts to her proper heart. Conſci. 
ence and Honour make ſome reſiſtance and glime 


drinking their blood, and inſenſibly devouring 
their members, It confineth others into regions of 
Hobgoblins and darkneſs. Ir kills and murdereth 
thoſe who have the moſt conſtantly ſerved it. It 
Mharpneth the ſword which transfixed Amer, It 
ſhaved and blinded Samſox. It gave an Halter to 
Phyllis, A downfal to Tiwagoras, A gulph to Ga=- 
leazz9; and cauſed Hemosx to kill himſelf on the 
tomb of A»tigone, Volumes would not be ſuffici- 


mering flaſhes; and if there be found ſome good g9 cient for him who ſhould write all the tragedies 


dire&tor who may help'them in this firſt battel;they 
manie times,pet the vitorie. Bur if a ſoul be depri- 
ved of good counſel, abandoned to'it ſelf,and which 
is worſe, ſooth'd in. its maladie, by ſome ſoft and 
complying ſpirit,itis an unhappineſs which cannot 
ſufficiently be deplored.Reaſon is weakned, ſhame- 
fac'dneſs flies away,paſsion prevaileth; there is no- 
thing left, but wandering of the- ſoul, a feaver, a 
perpetual Frenzie, a negle& of works, of affairs, of 


which daily ariſe from this paſſion, all pens would 
be weak, words be dried up,and wits loſt therein, 
|| Leave you now (dear Reader) to argue withia 
your ſelf, whether one who hath never ſo little 
humane judgment for his comportment and quiet, 


ought not to bend all his endeayours to baniſh 
the furie, which plungeth his whole life in ſo great 


SeR. 8. Remedies of evil Love by precantion. 


manie times *7p*{ts 


of love. 


Cruelty of 
love on 
the per= 
ſons of 
lovers. 


funRions, ſadneſs, languor, Impatience, Confi- go acerbities and ſuch horrible calamitie, But if you Difruſt of 


dence and affcightment.$hall ſhe ſay ſo ? ſhalfſhe 
do fo 2? God forbids ir,the law menaceth it,and ho- 
nour cries vengeance; The pleaſure of a dream,and 
beyond it nothing but Abyfles. Love notwithſtand. 
ing urgech,& ſtrikes at all conſiderations, they im« 
pute to ſtars, to deſtinie, ' to Neceſsitie, what is no- 
thing bur follie. They think buſineſs is done, when 
itis but thought on; that they muſt be audacious , 


Proſteram and that there are crimes which are ſanRified in 


ac felne 


ſoeelws vir- 
in3 vocature 


Senec. 


deſire to know the way,the firſt thing I adviſe you 
while you areyet in perfe& health, is ſeriouſly to 


ones ſelf, 
recourlete 
God. 


conſider,that one cannot be chaſte, butby a moſt _ 


ſingular gift from God, (as the wiſeman faith) and 
therefore it is neceſſarie to have a particular re- 
courſe to the moſt bleſſed Trinity,which according 
to S.Gregory Nazianzen,is the firſt of veyes hum- 


bly beſeeching it, by the interceſsion of the moſt 
pure among creatures,& by the mediation of your 


world's opinion by the good hap of their ſucceſſes. 70 Angelguardian,to deliver you from the reproaches 
They come to thar paſs, that they no longer fin by 


method,but thropgh exorbitancie, 


of the ſpirit of impuritie; in ſuch ſort that you may 
paſs your life innocently, and it may become ins 
acceſsible 
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| DN acceſible to the pollutions of fleſh, If you feel your - verſation of a friend, and talk of nothing elſe ; but 
the pa- ſelf free from this vice,yet enter not into any vain they perceive not that men ſeek them not, but for 
niſhwent complacence of your ſelf, as if ir proceeded from = what they ſhould fly, that they at length under- 
Clmach, Your owa forces,and not from heavens benignitie. mine them as a city beſieged ; and deſire not to af- 
4 caſtn#es Above all,take heed of pride;for the moſt illumina- ford them any peace bur by the conqueſt of their 
ted Fathers have obſerved chat God oft-times per- hoacer which they ought more bravelie to main- 
mitterh arrogant ſpirits to fall into carnal ſins, to tain, then life, 
© abatethe herceneſs of their courage by the ſenſible We find an ancient Embleme of a Duke of Buy. Jon 
igaominie of the {tains of luxurie : and this is ſo #ndy, where was to be ſeen a pillar, which two —_ in 
proper to quail the exorbitance of humane arro- tohands ſought ro overthrow ; the one had wings, 775% 
gance ; that God had not a better Counterpoiſe ro and the other was figured with a Tortoiſe, the ___ 
E:ne m4z- make S. Pas! humble, in ſuch heighth of revelati= word, Vrcanque, as muchas to ſay, which way ſo- Gt £27 
ns Ons,then the ſting of the fleſh. Pardon not your ſelf ever, I will have it. There 4re Amouriſts, who take men «ho 
exlar me, any thing,no not ſo much as the ſhadow of this hn; the like courſe, Some ſtrike down the pillars of - con 
cn. . bur only excuſe ſuch as fall through ſome notable chaſtitie by the ſudden and impetuous violence of chaftity. 
one ſurpriſal,or pitiful frailtie. Think, if you have not great promiſes, offers , unexpe&ted preſents , 


\w Sume Experienced the like falls,you are beholding to your 
quime c- po0d hap for it,rather then to your merit:preſume 
[aporiiete 2 "_ 

Cor.2. 12. NOt at all of your ſtrength or integritie;but reſolve 


preſſing neceſfitie. Others proceed therein with 
a Tortoiſes pace, with long patience, daily af- 
ſiduitie, faithful ſervices, and profound ſubmiſhons. 


with your ſcif that the preſumption of ones own 20 They are not all ſo ſottiſh, as to talk at firſt to an 


power maketh up the moitie of Impudencie. 
Learn how ſeaſonably you may know your ſelf, 
by confidering your own temperature, your hu- 
mours, the inclinations of your mind, your judg- 
ment, your courage. Behold the part wherein you 
are the moſt ſenſible, and where you give moſt ac- 
ceſs to your enemie to tempt you. Endeavour to 
fortiftie your ſelf chat way, and the more inabilitie 
you therein find, uſe the more precaution : if you 


Knowledg 
_ of ones 


ſelf. 


honeſt woman of her diſhonour, they only intreat 
ſhe will accept of a man, who will live or die for 
her,begging nought elſe, but a remembrance.They 
play not the rapt lovers, by everie moment de= 
claring their feryours, their corments,and martyr- 
dom, They ſerve, they ſooth, they continually 
frequent, they ſpie out all occafions, they filenily 
practiſe all the waics they can, to come to the end 
of their deligns, and often it happeneth, that as 


be weak, fear nothing but your infirmitie : and if 3o drops of water inceſlantly falling,do hollowRocks, 


you be (trong, fear all,yea even your own fafetie. 


ſo ceaſleſs complements ſoften the moſt inaccefible 


Diſpoti- Sometimes the ſeaſons of age, which might ſeem rigours. What would not a man do who is ſo baſe, 
02.0055" moreto propend to luſt, are peaceful and calm as co walteten years of ſervice to kiſs a womans 
enough;1n our bodies there is a ſpring-ride in win- hand, and ſuffer for a ſhameful ſervitude, that, 
ter, to become afcerward a winter in the ſpring- which others could not endure for an Empire ? 
tide, Youth tranſported by other purpoſes,or with- It is evident,that the perſecutions of chaſticie be- 
held by a ſerious education,is quiet enough, and ri= ing ſo manifelt in all obje&s (as I ſaid before) if 
per years fall into the moſt ſtormie part of che rem- you defire tO be faithful to God, and charirably to 
| pelt,[t hath happened to divers to converſe many preſerve a precious treaſure, you muſt neceſſarily 
, years with a contrarie ſex , and never to have 4© either live with ſingular modeliie in the world, or 


telt any touch, from which, they have entered into 

a {trong confidence that ſerved for a bait in the pe- 
ril,which had ſpared them in a thouſand occaſions, 

the more notable to ruin them in one ſole accidenr. 

Fly ſecond Flight from occaſions is the molt aſſured bulwark 
occations- fgr chaſtitie,and who can carrie himſelf well in this 
affair,ſhall be much ſtronger by flying, then were 

| Conquerours in the bravelt bartels, a retreat in 

Time vide- this, being as honourable as viRorie, The world 


die out of it, if you cannot be ſaved in it. 

You Ladies who read this, it is not required of 
you;that for the love of chaſtitie, you ſhould be re- 
duced to an affected negligence, to ſome ugly ha- 
bits, ro faſhions rough and barbarous, as Roman 
women were when their husbands fed upon 
acorns, as yet unaccuſtomed to rhe uſe of bread. 
Some neatneſs, ſome quaint trims muſt of necetfi- 
tie be admittedin a woman, which ſeems to be 


poſſs ca4e- was never ſo beautiful, ſo gentle, nor ſo ſquarely 5o bound with her bodie, and isthe cauſe, why the 


re, diſpoſed : Bodies, apparel, garb, civil behaviour, 
Faplicizare complement, wit, merriment, entertainmeats, 
; = A books, ſongs, airs, voices, plays, balls, races, walk- 
Palm 50. 1ngs, Banquets, Feaſts, libertie (which art firſt ſeem 
| dnp naocent enough) Converſation, and great conh. 
the world dence, laſtly , all we heard, *all we ſee, all we 
Go urgent. (ell, all we taſte, all we touch in ſo great effe- 
Tertul. in minacie of life, ſeerns to be made to perſecute puri- 


extoriitt” tie. Iamalmoſt of Tertall;ax's opinion,who ſaith, 


wiſelt and molt modeſt among them, do not (not- 
wich!tanding) "renounce civil decorum, you muſt 
walk, and converſe modeſtly within your ſelf,re- 
membring what the Apoſtle faith, That your ap- 
parel alone ſhould make you be known for La- 
dies, who make profeſsion of pietie, 

Whom would you be thought to be in the day 
of judgment ? Would you be there accounted 
Chriſtians, when you have all the ſigns about you 


caſtiratem. it is more eaſie to die for chaſtitic, then to live with go of women the molt wordly, tht ever lived among 


HM1jaie 
vuivere cum 
caſtitate 


it. Women were found in the world; who ſuffered 
f chemſelvesro be martyred under Yyrants, for che 
2 ms. defence of chaſtitie; who, had they long continued 


Graghs- among pleaſure, Coarcſh ps, Curiofities, and the 


ſtronger iMportunities of men, I ſhould fear, might have 
_ r yielde4thar to # lover; which they, would have de- 


"ied to an Executioner, There are a thouſand,and- 
a thouſand creatares , infinitely much alienated 
from voluptuous pleaſures, They love the diſpo- 


Infidels ?-To what purpoſe are thoſe garments (o 


Advice to 
Ladies and 
Gentle- 
women. 


x Tim. 3. 
Quod dece! 
mulzeres 


proniten- 


res pretaiem 2 


pompious, thoſe ſtuffs ſo coſtly, thoſe guizes ſo 


ſought after, thoſe colours ſo fantaſtick , thoſe 
jewels ſo ſumptuous, that painting ſo ſhameleſs, 
thoſe curls ſo extravagant, thoſe. braveries, thoſe 


patches, and thoſe robbers, unleſs it be to cut the 


throat of chaſticie? Is it not a reproach to Chri- 
ſtianitic ro ſay, that an infinite quantite of Ho- 


. ſpitals might be founded our of the ſuperflu- 


ſicions to love, but hate the effeRs thereof; and it 70 ities which ſo many Ladies unprofitably waſte 


ſeems to them they may do as ic is rea1 in Roman- 
ces, they will ſpend their time in the pleaſing con« 


about their bodies 2 Is it not a point of cruel- 
tie, that there are ſo many lazars, who breatti 
LET 2 out 


THE HOLY COURT. 


out the remnant of their days, laid opon ftraw, 
where they are only covered with the putrefaRion 
of their olcers, whiles there are bodies, who drag at 
their heels the ſpoil of Elements, and riches of the 
Univerſe,to prank themſelves ſo induſtriouſly, as if 
they were of the matter of the ſun and ſtars ? God, 
who hath a care everie year to make garments all 
ſprinkled over with che pearls of ſo many meadow- 
flowers, is not wiſe enough to inſpire you with the 


Part 4, 
men,if they thought not they were places that will 
render upon compolition. A face which hath a 


Chriſtian aſpe& drives away all the loves of the 
world,as the flowerof the vine diffipateth ſerpents 


SeR. 9. Other Remedies, which nearer hand oppoſe 
this paſſion, 
| [ \Heſe in my opinion are remedies which, at di- 2%"ce% 


and reme- 


ſtance oppoſe this paſſion,& not only ſuffer it, dies 


faſhion you ſhould entertain in your attires, Hea- 10 not to come near us; but if it happen that we muſi 3%, paci- 


ven and earth muſt be turned toplie- turvie; nature 
forced,and all arts wearied out to invent extrava= 
gances, to ſerve as inſtruments to Luxurie. I wiſh 
thoſe gorgets might be ſeen at the day oof judge- 
ment,which we have beheld worn in Pars, worth 
the revenue of an honeſt family, and wherein In- 
genious Arrtiſts had employed three years of their 
time : I much deſire to know with what arms theſe 
miſerable creatures would defend themſelves, who 


grapple with it,and joyn battle with it in ſome ur. on in its 
gent temptation ; I adviſe you never ro begin the "_e 
combar, until you have well weighed the end of it, 
Lovezat firſt, comes to us with the viſage of a Vir- 
gin, and returneth from us with the bodie of a Ser- 
pent, He, who will kaow the utmoſt limits of it, 
ſhould never make trial of its entrance. 

The Antients heretofore delighted ro make me- The meds) 


of love 


dals, the faces whereof were 'quite different and hath two 


have made ſo proud a monument of their vanitie, 2© contrarie;ſo as,if upon one fide of the medal they f*<* 


Tor. ro, £0 ere an eternal reproach of their puniſhment, 
ſer.147.de A difſolute habit, ſaith S. Anguſtine, is a meſſenger 
Tempore the adalteries of the mind ; A woman, who will 
appear too quaint before the world,cannot have a 

chaſte heart before God. 
They are not content with all this valt prepara- 
tion, but nakedneſs of necks,muſt be expoſed, which 
Lemie nu- is reprehended by God, ſhameful to their ſex, in- 


davis, Jarious to nature, and ſcandalous to civil decencie, 


Li&averunt 


catulos ſu Prophet ſpeaketh in his Lamentations, which ſerve 
not but to nouriſh the impurities of Gallants, and 
foſter their Luxurie. A woman who expoſeth that 
which ſhould be hidden, will one day be enforced 
to hide that which wil neceſſarilie be made publick. 
A Virgin who delights to ſhew the nakedneſs of 
a fan ber body, maketh it enough appear, ſhe is not a 
expreſſion, Virgin ; by how much ſhe uncovers her ſelf on the 


and an IF 
—_- a ſice, by ſo much on the other ſhe cloaths her 


graved an Achilles, on the other they figured a 
T her ſtes,if upon one de an Abſalsm,on the other 
an E/op, if on the one an Hecaba, 0n the other an 
Helena, and if upon one ſide a Roſe, on the other 
an Onion. This is obſerved in the medal of Carnal 
Love,if you look upon it on one fide, you ſhall ſee 
a figure infinitely ſweet and charming, on the 
other a moſt hideous furie, A thouſand and a thou- 
ſand Artiſts have ſertheir hand, oneto the pen, 


They are the breaſis of Zamia's whereof the 4, another to the graving-chizzel, another to the 


pencil,to write,inſculp,and paint the form of evil 
Love : bur I think that So/omon,as he more ſenſibly 
felt the effects of it,gave us alſo more light,how to 
—_ a draught in deteſtation of this unhappy 
paſtion, 

] have noted in the Book of Proverbs, where it An excel- 
deſcribes the deteſtable loves of a poor young man cir gt 5 
deceived by a cunning Courteſan, that it gives {92 con- 


four or five properties to Carnal Love,which very Love. © 


Hol. 2. ſelf with the brand of ignominy. God by his Pro- ,, notably diſcover the miſerie & impoſture thereof, Prov- 7- 


phet commandeth women to take adulteries out of 

their boſoms;but it is in the nakedneſs of the neck, 

where they begin, to conclude afterward in all the 

| parts of the bodie. They make no ſcruple of it, be- 
*dulteris de Caule this vice is an immortal evil, which having 
cn Fo ſo many hands wherewith to do hurt, hath no eyes 

"at all ro underſtand it ſelf, 
Alas ! whoſoever had any (never ſo little) love 
of her Chriſtianitie, and reſpe& towards God, 


would quickly within her ſelf condema all this ex- gg the ſuburbs of hell. 


orbitancie, and make a thouſand times more ac» 
count of the counſel of Saints then of the cuſtoms 
of blinded ſouls. Tell me not (Ladies) you do it ve- 
ry innocently , for a woman difſolute in dreſſes 
(which is the cauſe of the ſins men commit, ) is as a 
land full of thieveries, where though the Lord be 
no robber, yet he becomes infamous, You on your 
Dimneze bodie bear the Eve the penitent, who was cloathed 
© es With the imple skins,and you will inceſſantly carry 


mulieris 


Firſt,That its bed is woven with cords in the form of ' of ara 
a little labyrimth, with many intricate windings, Se- ©wm me- 
condly, That its chamber is perfumed with myrrh 2. Aſp 
and aloe, verie bitter drugs. Thirdly, That it in the *****; , 
beginning promiſeth a ſacrifice , and performs a _— 
ſlaughter.Fourthly , That the Lover who ſuffers 3: 7*#m« 
himſelf to be deceived,is firſt an ox,then a Geep,and = 
laſtly, 4 bird, taken into a ſnare, and wounded with 430; au#u 
a mortal arrow. Fifthly,That the houſe thereof is in ne : 
NAS J- 


All this is ſpoken with great ſenſe;the beds wo- — yp 
ven with cords & hampered with ſo many Gordi- 577-7 
ans knots,ſignifieth unto us the gins and attraRives «ju. * 
of evil Love. Falſe opinion is ever at the gates of its 

houſe, which deceiveth and bewitcheth all ſuch as 

come near it.It cares not in the beginning of the 

gain to diſcover to them the dreadful events and 
tragedies of this paſſion;but it ſhews them a cham. 

ber wherein beauty is preſented, which undera little 


impedmen- her in worldly pomps. All that (faith Tertallian) go white skin hideth groſs ordures: with it are ſmiles, 


ea quaſs ad 


2ompans fu. 15 but the equipage and furniture of a woman half 
mers conſti= damned, which would be more fit for the ſetting 
zuta, Tert. 
dekab forth of her funerals,then the ornament of her 
mulieriss bodie. 
Take pity of ſo much of the world that periſh- 
eth,take pity of your ſelves,enter into the way of a 
modeſt life, regulated in your habits, your conver- 
ſation, your recreations, that all may therein ſpeak, 
and breath the odour of virtue, 


£lances, flatteries, courtſhips, overflow of words, 
kiſſes, ſaucineſs, immodeſty, pood chear, idleneſs ; 
this ſeems a goodly thing to ſottiſh youth, which 
hath nothing ſocertain as ruine, Theſe are the ſnares 
wherewith it ſurpriſeth,and the knots which many 
times indifſolubly fetters itslibet&y. After that coms 
thechamber perfumed with myrrh & aloes,where- 
in the ſlight expeRted pleaſures are drenched in 
great acerbities. There folly,temerity, liberty meet, 


Then have you a ſingular means to free your 70 mixed with care, terrour, diſtruſt, tears, ſighs, falſ- 


. elves from the importunities which aſfail chaſtity; 
for verily none would addreſs themſelves to wo- 


hood, perjury ,dolours, jealouſies, execrations,rage; GR 
which cauſed an Antient to fay,That the heart of a jn $ympos, 
Lover 
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Lover was a city, if which,upon one and the ſame 
day were ſeen ſports and banquets, battels and fa- 
nerals. In the third place, a flaughter-houſe is 
opened, where we clearly behold , chat falſe love 
which inſinuateth ir ſelf with ſo many fair reſem- 
blances, is nothing but maſſacres both of body and 
ſoul, and that ir is not without cauſe,that a fooliſh 
Lover faith in the beſt of Comick Poets, that the 
firſt Executioner that ever was on earth, was Love, 


The Paſſions of Senſual Love, 


the queſt of marriage, then is the time you muſt 
leaſt be for marriage. All you grant to their impor- 
tutiity, will be the ſubject of your diſgrace ; and 
when they ſhall have wedded you, ſhould you live 
as chaſte as S»ſa»na,they will continually imagine, 
you will be liberal to others, of that, whereof you 
were prodigal to them, If you deſire to marry by 
fancy,rather purſuing your own wanton humours, 
then the reaſonable commands of thoſe ro whom 


which he ſaith,taught men all cruelties & tortures: xo you owe your being, hold it as a crime, the moſt ca- 


adding that to love fondly, and to be racked on a 
wheel, was in a manner all one. In this place of 
ſlaughter, there are likewiſe ſeen piRtures of Sam- 
ſon,with his eyes pulled out pouring rorth tears 


2 $am.13- and blood through the ſame channel. Of Amen 


who transfixed with a deadly and dreadful wound, 
yields up the ghoſt in a fealt at the foot of his bro= 
ther Ab/alom's table, for _— violated Thamar. 
On the other ſide, two armies of Gods people, who 


pital you may undertake, and confidently believe, 
if ſo you do, you will open a floud-gate to a Ce- 
luge of miſeries and cares, which wilt flow upon 
you through all the parts of your life. Account the 
reſolutions you make to this purpoſe, as treaſons; 
and think whoſoever ſhall ro you ſoggeſt the exe« 
cution of them, will poiſon you by the ear to mu1« 
der your chaſtity. | 

If you be a married woman, and peradrenture 


cruelly kill one another fog a luxurious a& com» 20 innocent enough,and of good reputation, what co- 


mitted on the perſon of a married wife ; ſo that of 
one part,eighteen thouſand men were maſſacred, 
and of the other,more then twenty and five thou- 
ſand. And round about, there is nothing but hal. 
ters,poiſon, ſwords, blood, racks, gibbets, and preci=- 
pices. See here the goodly Sacrifices of Luſt. In the 
fourth chamber are beheld the transfigurations of 
ſottiſh Love, where he who is ſtrucken with it, be- 
comes firſt ſtupid as an Ox; dull and benummed in 
his wits, as having a paralycick ſoul ; and brutiſh, 
likeNebachadnez,24ar who forſook hisRegal throne, 
to cat hay with beaſts. Then he is ſhorn as a ſheep, 
by taking away his flieces, and deſpoiling him of 
the goods of ſoul, body,wealth, and reputation,and 
of all that,to which a reaſonable creature may pre- 
tend unto. Laſtly, to cut off all hope of recovery, 
he is unfeathered like a bird caught in a gin,yea, his 
wings are taken away, which are the dclires of fu- 
turely doing well, that he may perpetually bave 


the evil in objeR, and an inability towards good, 49 


The firft chamber is very near to hell; there is to 
be ſeen darkneſs, ſmoke, flames, and from whence 
are heard gnaſhings of teeth,deſpairs, and enraged 
complaints of unfortunate Lovers, who vomit out 
their ſouls in ſin, having made no expiation by a 
long penance. Oh God! what is he, who beholding 
this picture, would ever betray his ſoul, heaven, 
and his God,to yield obedience to loathſome luſt ? 

All this well conſidered, give your felf a l:tle 


lour is there for you to engage your felf in a crime 
for which husbands have furies, laws, thunders , 
threats;Judges for Sentence,puniſhments of gibbers 
and bloudy ſcaffolds ; and for which, a thouſand 
poor creatures have ended their miterable lives, 
ſurpriſed in the heat of ſin,to paſs from a temporsl 
fire,to that which never is quenched. If you be a 
man of the ſword; know it 1s given you to defend 
honour, not to violate it, & that a man who ſuffers 


30 himſelf co be lead by women, what R hodomonta- 


do's ſoever he make in words, he is ever « coward. 
If you be a Judge or an Officer,raiſed up into an 
eminent place, degrade not your ſelf of the ho« 


. nours which God hath imprinted on your fore- 


head, and never mount you up to the throne of 
Judicature, to condemn your own aR, and itil! 
think the purple, which will not be died but by 
virginal hands, ought not to he worn but on a 
chaſte br..'y. 
If you be an EccleſiaſticKand which is more, en* 
caged to Religion or Prefa.y; will you be ſo un- 
natural as ever to conſent to a fin, which cannot in 
your perſon but be a ſacriledge > What a madneſs 
15 it,that for to ſatishe an infamous a of luſt, you 
mult be eicher an excommunicate, or a perſecutour 
of Jeſus Chrilt ? Excommunicate (I ſay)if you fors- 
ſake altars,and a perſecutour of Jeſus Chriſt,if you 
come to them in this horrible ſin, where you ſtrike 
a nail-into his hand,a lanceinto his fide, you devour 


of love in leiſure to rally your thoughts together, and to be- $9 his lock,and kill his brethren by your ill example. 

eve'y 5; 001d the diſaſters which wait on the experience of Carnal Love, in what perſon ſoever, is {till ill 

miſerable fin. If you be a Virgin, lain not the ho= fituate (ſaid Epifetws) In a maid it is a ſhame,in a 

Aaviceto DOur of your body ; vilifie not, in your fleſhon woman it is a fury,in a man alewdneſs, in youth ir 

all ſorts of earth.a virtue to which Angels afford ſuch glory in is a rage, in mans eſtate a blemiſh,in o1d- age a Ciſ- 
perions: heaven«Aboveall,beware of a damnable curioſity, grace worthy of ſcorn. 

which cannor be known, but by becoming criminal. You will ſay, all theſe conſiderations are very 

If you underſtand the fin, profit by your experi- effeRual, but that they cure not paſſion already 

inflamed, and almoſt deſperate of remedy. 


ence, and betray not an eternity of bleſling, for a 
To that I anſwer, we muſt proceed with more Remedies 


tion. 


pleaſure ſo ſhort and wretched. If you be a maſter 


ng. of a Family, and a man of quality, note what 69 efficacie and addreſs, among ſuch as are ſurpriſed for *#%- 


ons which 
Fornie, S-Gregory Nazianzes ſaith, That a man by his hn with vehement affetion of which they would be come, a- 
wholly ruineth body, ſoul, eſtate, and reputation. 


free, but they find all poflible repugnancies. lis 
He is terrible in his houſe, ſhameful abroad, he I approve not the courſe of certain directions, 
ſerves for an executioner to a chaſte wife, heisa who think all maladies are healed by words, as if 
tyrant to his children, a reproach to his friends, a they had ears, To whac purpoſe is it to hold long 
ſcourge to his domeſticks, a diſhonour to his allies, diſcourſes, and to appoint many meditations co a 
a blem:ſh ro his renown, a ſhipwrack to his means, ſharp feaver, which is full of ravings and furious 
and a fable to all the world, If you be a maid,ever ſympromes ? : 

| fear to become a woman, and caſt not the garland All the maladies of Love are not cured in one ay 
of your virginity under the feer of hogs. Give not 70 atid the ſame manner: There are ſome who are en- ladies of 
a hair of your head to them who promiſe you gaged in the ſenſe of the paſſion, but nor in the —_ 


golden mountains, and when they deſire you in conſent to the (in ; which is expreſly ſent by God cures- 
| to 


A 


to perſons very innocent, but not entirely perfect, 
to puniſh ſome negligences or ſome ſlight libercies 
* of converſation, whereinto they have ſuffered 
themſelves to ſlide by ſurprifal ; that they may feel 
the danger of fin by the torment they ſuffer, and 
may corre& themſelves by the ſcent of the ſmoke 
before they be involved in the flame. And this ma- 
ny times laſteth long, being ordained as under a 
ſentence of the divine Providence, as a puniſhment 
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bow many humane induſtries there are to cure the 
ain of Love, but ever it is better to owe ones 
ealth to the fear of God,to Penance;to Devotion» 
then to all other inyentions, ' 


For which cauſe, you muſt conſider the glorious gotid re. 
battles which ſo many heroick ſouls have waged to medier- 


cruſh this ſerpent, and to walk with nobleſteps in 
the liberty of the children of God, 


Some bave fought with ir on thorns as S. Bennet; Admirable 


to become afterward a bridle to negligence, and a 10 others on flowers, as the Martyr Nicetas, who be- © 


precaution againſt peril, 

Some alſo are permitted by heaven, and impoſed 
upon certain ſouls who had a little too much ri- 
gour towards ſuch as were tempted, to the end, 
they might learn by-their experience more mildly 
to handle ſufferiog bearts,and not exaſperate their 
wounds by the ſharpneſs of the remedie, Witneſs 


caf.col-2- that old man of whom Caſſian ſpeaketh; who ha- 
Inretlige te, VIng roughly entertained a young religious man, ent pt | 
vel jpmors* that diſcovered his paſſion to him, was tempted ſo 20 new Chriſtianity of 7#po7ia, who purſue the ſame 
"»s 2 diabo- Violently, that he thereby became frantick, and 


underſtood from the venerable Abbot Apollox, this 
had befaſn him by reaſon of his great harſhneſs, 
and that although he hicherto had not felr any re- 
bellion againſt chaſtitie, ir was becauſe the devil 
cither knew him not,or contemned him. 

There are ſome which like tertian and quartane 
agues, have their acceſſes and receſſes meaſured ; 
and what diligence ſoever be uſed therein ( well, 


ing bound on a bed of roſes with ſilken cords, to combats of 


- Saints a- 
relign himſelf to the love of a courteſan, ſpit out eainftlove 


his rongue in her face. Others have thruſi ſharp 
pointed reeds under their nails,as S. Fohn the Good: 
others bave quenched it in ſnows, as S. Frances : 
others in flames, as S. Martinizn,who, being by an 
unchaſte womaa ſolliciced to fin, burnt his face and 
hands to overthrow the ſtrongelt paſſion, by the 
moſt violent pain, There are many of them in the 


waies, & run to their chimney-hearths ro vanquiſh 
the temptations of the fleſh, thinking there is not a 
better remedie againſt this fire, then fire ir ſelf, 
Others have overcome this bruitiſhneſs by a ſavage 
life, as S. Theoc liſta, who, being taken by Arabians, 
ſlole from them,and was thirtie years hidden in the 
forreſts, living on graſs, and clothing her ſelf with 
leaves. To fay truly, there is nor any virtue hath 
colt mankind ſo much,as invincible Chaſtitie. 


the pain may be mitigated, but) the root is not 30 But ſince theſe manners of conqueſts are more 


taken away till it arrive to a certain period of time, 
wherein the lick man is infenfibly cured. There 
are ſome driven away by hunger,and others over. 
thrown by a reaſonable uſuge, as it happeneth to 
melancholy Lovers, whoſe bodies are dry , and 
brains hollow : if you appoint them faſts and au- 
ſterities ill ordered, you kill them. Some adviſe 
them recreation, wine, bathes, honeſt and pleaſing 
company, neceſſary care of the body. 


admirable then imitable ; at leaſt mortifie your 
bodie by ſome ordinary devotion, Make uſe of the 
memorie of death, make uſe of aſſiduitie of prayer, 
of labour, of care over the eyes, ears,heart, and all 
the ſenſes. 


Humble your ſpirit, and ſubmit to obedience, 0; furry 


that your fleſh may obey you. Be not tranſported 
with extravagancies , animoſitie, and revenge : 
fince Anger and Love ( according to the Antients ) 


Some, ſweet and aQive entertainment, which 40 work upon one ſubjeR,and that the ſame feryours 


Sives not leiſure to the wild fancies of the mind ; 
but this muſt be taken with much moderation. 
There are ſome who expe&t a good ſickneſs, and 
many blood-lettings, which may evacuate all the 
blood imprinted with Images of the thing beloved, 
ro make a new body ; others are cured by a ſuit, a 
quarrel, ambition, an ill buſineſs, great ſucceſs, a 
new ſtate of life, a voyage, a marriage, an office, a 
wife. There are now very few fools of Love to 


of blood which make men revengeful, will make # 
them unchaſte ; fail not to heal your ſelf by the 
practice of retirement, of penance, of hair-cloth, 


and faſting. A holy maid of Alexandria was twelve , cc... 


years ina ſepulchre to free her ſelf from the im- 
portunities of concupiſcence; and cannot vou be 


there one hour, ſo much as in thought ? Another a 
had this ſtratagem to clude love, for, ſhe ſecing a Aroyni. 


young man to be very much touched with ber love, 


be found, who negle& worth and honour to ſerve 50 who ceaſed not to importune her with all the vio- 


their paſſion, 

There are nice and ſaſpicious Loves, which have 
more of vanitie then concupiſcence; when one 
troublerth and bindreth them from honeſtly ſeeing 
that which they love, they are diſtempered, and if 
one reliſt them not,they vaniſh away as if they had 
not had ſo much intention to love, as to vaniſh. 
It were almoſt neceſſary for many, if it may be 
done withour fin or ſcandal, to converſe continu- 


lent purſuits which paſſion could ſuggeſt; rold him, 
ſhe had made a vow to faſt fortie daies with bread 
and water; of which ſhe would diſcharge her ſelf 
before ſhe would think of any thing elſe, and asked 
whether he pleaſed not to be a partie for tbe trial 
of his love ? which he accepted ; but in few daies he 
was ſo weakned, that he then more thought upon 
death then love. Have not you courage to reſiſt 
your enemie by the like arms ? your heart faileth 


ally ; for being ſomewhat of their own nature, 60 you in all that is generous, and you can better tell 


coy, they ſtill obſerve ſome defe& in the thing be- 
loved,which weakneth their paffion, and find that 
the preſence is much inferiour to their Idea, which 
is thecauſe they eaſily deſiſt from their enterpriſe, 
having more ſhame co have begun it, then purpoſe 
ro continve it. - | | 

Some are inflamed by denial, others become to- 
+ tally cool by contempt, as proud and predominate 
loyes,who have not learn'd to ſuffer the imperious 


how to commit a fin [then to do penance, Then 


chuſe out that which is moſt neceſſary and reaſon- beperation 


able,ſeparation, from that body ſo beloved which 
by its preſence is the nouriſhment of your flames. 
Conſider yon not,that comets which ( as it is ſaid ) 


- are fed by yapours of the earth, are maintained 


whilſt their mother furniſheth them with food ? ſo 
love which ſhineth, and burns like a falſe far in the 
bottome of your heart, continually taketh its ſub= 


carriage ofa woman ; a diſdain of their miſtreſs, a 70 ſtance and ſuſtenance from the face which you be- 


cunning trick, a coldneſs, a frown, makes them 
quickly break their chains, One would not believe 


hold with ſo much admiration, from the converſa- 
tion Which entertains you in an enchanted ovey 
U 
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fall of chains and charms. Believe me, nnloſe this 
charm, ſtoutly take your ſelf off, diſpute not any 
longer with your concupiſcence; fly away, cutthe 
\ cable,weigh anchor,ſpread ſails,ſet forward,go,fly: 
Oh how a licttle care will quickly be pafſed over ! 
Oh, how a thouſand times will you bleſs the hour 
of this reſolution !. Look for no more letters, re- 
Gard not piores ; no longer preſerve favours ; let 
all be to preſerve your reaſon. Ah! why argue you 


The Paſſions of celeſtial Amities, AA 


nary waies, and teach praQices more nearly ap» 
proaching to our humanitie. | 

I-am then reſolved to ſhew, there are celeſtial 
Amities,which great ſouls contra with God, thar 
their condition is-very excellent and moſt happy, 
and that the praRice of them muſt begin in this 
world, to have a full fruition of them in the other. 

Carnal ſpirits, which only follow animal waies, 
have much a-do to conceive how a mancan become 


Thecoun- ſtill with your own thoughts 2 Take me then ſome 1 © paſſionate in the love of God,and think there is r0 


fel andaF- A ngel, ſome DireRour, who is an able,inrelligenr, 


ay induſtrious , courageous man 3 reſgne your ſelf 
DireQour, wholly up to his advice, he will draw you out from 
cellent an- theſe fires of Gomorrah, to place you in repoſe and 
tidote. ſafety on the mountain of the living God. - 

I adde alſo one advice (which Ithink very efſen- 
tial)which is,infinirely to fear relapſes after health, 
and toavoid all that may re-enkindle the flame, 
For Love ofc-times reſembleth a ſnake inchanted, 


affe&ion bur for temporal and viſible things : 1t is 

a Love roo high(ſay they)to tranferre their affeQi- 

ons into heaven : Ir is a cotintrey wherein we have 
no.commerce; There comes neither letter nor meſ- 
ſage thence; No ſhips arrive on that coalt ; It is a 192 10" 
world ſeparated from ours by a great.Chaos wholly cel:ftial 
impenetrable. How would you 1 love God, fince he 33'? ®? 


is all Spirit, and I a bodie ? Heis Infinite, I finite, werce of 
He ſo high,and I ſo low. Itis a kind of infolencie 727, 


caſt aſleep, and ſmothered ; which, upon tbe firit 20 to go about to think of it. Behold, how ſpirits, God. 


occaſions, awakeneth, and becomes more ſtronger 
and more outrageous then ever. You muſt not on- 
ly fortifie your bodie againſt it, but your heart 3 
for,to what purpoſe is it to be chaſte in your mem- 
bers, and be in thought an adulterer ! Many ſtick 
not to entertain love in their imagination, with 
frequent deſires, without putting them in executi- 
on 2 but they ſhould conſider, that Love, though 
imaginarie, makes not an imaginarie hell ; and that 


ignorant of heavens myſteries,do talk. But 1 mair- 
tain upon good grounds.that we are made to place 
our love in the heart of God,and that if we do not 
ſeaſonably take this way; well we may $0 on, bur 
never ſhall we arrive at Repoſe. 

Firſt, the Philoſopher Plato hath worthily ob- An <xc<l- 
ſerved, that the love we have here below, is as a re- _ 
membrance of the firſt, fair, ſovereign, and moſt F!=- | 
pure of all beauties, which is the Divinitie. Our $7. 


wo of. 


for a tranfitory ſmoke, they purchaſe an eternal fire, 30 ſoul, which is the blaſt of his mouth, the image of #n/r- 


SeR. 10. Of Celeſtial Amities. 


Ur it is time we leave the giddie fancies of 
Love, to behold the beauties and lights of dis 

vine Charitie, which cauſerh peace in battles, con» 
queſt in viRories,life in death,admiration on earth, 
and paradiſe in heaver. ic ſelf. It is a ſtrange thing 
that this ſubjeR ( the moſt amiable of all ) proves 
ſomewhat dreadful to me, by the confluence of fo 


his bountie, the repreſentation of his power, as it Ano mc 
beareth ſo lively charzRers of his Majeſtie , hath "<7 
(as it were) alſo,not beediog it, a generous paflion pane 
towards him : unleſs ic be infeted by the breath tr 

P7 £7!0v 
of the ſerpent, and obſtruRted by vapours of ſen- ary, de/er- 
ſualitie ; ir ſeeks for him it ſpeaks to him in all {7 99 
creatures 2 It beholdeth him through ſo many veils Gorieed, oi 
which nature hath ſpread before it in ſo divers ob - /** 7 


ratny alle 


jects. But it often falleth out, that, charmed with toe. 


many excellent Writers,antient and modern, who 40 preſenc pleaſures, it is ſo much delighted with $5 nn 


have handled it ſo worthily, ſince their riches bath 
impoveriſhed their ſuccefſſions, and their plentie 
maketh-me in ſome ſort to fear ſterilitie. 

They had much furtherance in their deligne , 
they took as much ſtuff as they thought good, re- 
ferring all that to the love of God, which is in na» 
ture, and above nature,in grace,and beyond grace. 
They have enlarged themſclves in great volumes, 
the {ight whereof alone ſeems to have much ma- 


ep. Paiencts 


beautiful workmanſhips, that it forgetterth the 
workman : It embraceth momentary beaur:es for 
erernal verities ; It takes the ſhadow for the bod'e» 
[t creates to it ſelf an Empire in baniſhment, and 1 
haven in ſhipwrack. This carnal piece, which is r2- 
viſhed with the contemplation of this goodly face, 
will nor ſtay upon fleſh : It feeleth there is ſome 
invifible hand which ſhoots arrows at it amidlt the 
vermilion of roſes, and the whiteneſs of lillies 2 


jeſty: and to pleaſe their own appetites, they have 50 It well knoweth not what tranſports it, what in=- 


faid all they might poſſible. But here, foraſmuch as 
concerneth my purpoſe, | have reduced my ſelf in- 

to contraQions of great figures, which will not 

prove troubleſome;it meaſures and proportions be 
Ximeecidia therein obſerved , and nothing forgotten of all 
"__ that, which is moſt eſſential to the matter we treat. 
nn I find my ſelf very often enforced to confine giants 
to the compaſs of a ring, and to cover ſhips under 

the wing of a fly, drawing propoſitions out ofa 


tranceth it, what worketh theſe tranſanimations in 
it: It is not the bodie which muſt rot, bur it js the 
ſhadow of the firſt-fair, upholds it ſelfin the frailtic 
of dying things, and inceſſantly cauſeth returns to 
the tirlt origin, in ſouls which know howto profic 
by their wounds. 

O how attraRive is the Beautie ! O ſhould ir 
on a ſudden take away the veil from al! mortal 
eies who court it; the world in an inſtant wou!d 


huge maſs of thoughts and diſcourſes, to conclude 60 diſſolve under its much to be adored raies, fouls 


them in a little Treatiſe, nor ſuffering ſublimitie to 
take ought away of their facilitie, nativeneſs of 


their majeſtie, ſhadows of their luſtre, nor ſuper- 


ficies of their dimenſions, 

Beſides, that which renders this my diſcourſe the 
leſs pleaſing; is,that ſpeaking to men of the world, 
I cannot diſguiſe the matter in unknown habits, 
ſplendid &% pompous words, conceptions exſtatick; 
I cannot perſwade them that a Seraphin hath pe- 


netrated the heart of one with a dart of fire, and 70 which I draw out of S. Agsſtine, to convince us, 


that another hath had his (ſides broken by the 
 Ricength of the love of God: I maſt purfue ordi- 


would fly out of bodies, and total nature would 
1mpertuouſly affe& irs delights. 
[tis ſo naturally imprinted on the hezrt of man, 
that Hell it ſelf cannot forget it, ſince the evil rich 
man laid on the coals of ſo unfortunate a lodging, 
did for his firſt aR, lift up his eies to beaven, as de- ue. 7s, 


firous to look for the lovely face which he had yg Pr. 
eternally loſt, real 


lent reaſon 
Secondly, I will deliver an excellent reaſon, % $42 
ſhew the 

1 : *nvlinat; - 1, inclinati- ,- 
that there is ſome very forcible inclination which nent. 


infenfibly movyerh us to the love of God *# which is ro lore 
rhe Cod, 


552 
the cauſe that eveh our vices and exorbitancies 
(nor refle&ting thereon)love ſome perfeRion of the 
Divinitie, although not regulated, nor limiced in 
the bounds wherewith it ought to be beloved. 
Pride contends for heighth, and what is higher 
then God, who fits upon Thrones, predominateth 
over Dominations, who governeth Principalities, 
and makes Heaven bow even to the Abyſs, under 
the ſhadow of his Majeftie ? 
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Part 4; 
are in God,how can our virtues but bear a ſingu= Rn, 
lar affetion towards him ? why ſhould they not be <=-amere 
enamoured of his beauties # why not ſigh after his 325%. 
attraQtives ? ſince they are his real daughters, mT 
Some one will ſay, it were but reaſonable, if - 
God, to make himſelf beloved, would become vie invifibility 
ſible to men 3 but he is a ſecret ſo hidden, that our ; boag 
poor ſpirit ſeeking for him, finds more confuſion, 7: 
then light, Verily, I like Mercury Triſmegiſins; Ilſe, 


Ambition paſſionately  ſeeketh after honours; 10 for he ſtopping his mouth, who complained of the trolys 


and who hath more honour then God, who ſeeth 
Glorie to be hatched in his own boſome, for whom 
ſo many Altars ſmoke,for whom ſo many facrifi- 
ces burn, under whom ſo many Diadems bow, to 
whom ſo many Sceptres obey, before whom ſo ma- 
ny States, Kingdoms, and Empires, are but a drop 
of dew ? Power will make it ſelf great ; and who is 
more formidable then this great Judge, for whom 
Thunders roar, Lightnings fly , Thunder-ſtones 


inviſtbilitie of God : Hold thy peace (thou profane 1,014 
fellow)ſaith he, and if thou haſt eyes,confeſs God is ” «yay 
viſible, and that he ſheweth himſelf in as many #7% 
mirrours, as there are creatures in this great *A*T's + 
Univerſe, Ss 
A man needs to be a Philoſopher bur a little, to renders 

learn to love; let him ſee, know and fludie nature binielfin- 
in all its works; let him hear the harmonies of amiable in 
Gods conſort, to underſtand in ſome meaſure, the total na- 


ſhiver lofty rocks, for whom elements fight, and 20 perfeRtions of the workman. Thoſe little golden Smeſins 


nature dreſſeth up its ſcaffolds, to proſecnte offen- 
ders even in hell ; there being neither Place, Time, 
Heighth, or Power which hath abilitie to deliver it 
ſelf out of his hands ? Flatterie and Complacence 
will make it ſelf to be beloved ; and what is more 
lovely then the ſweetneſs ofche charity ofthis good 
Father, which diſtilleth like unto a celeſtial N1an»a 
upon all the creatures of the Univerſe 2 Curiohtie 
affe&teth the ſtudie of wiſdome ; And what is wiſer 


and azure ſhels, which make a lodging. for certain #75" 4: 
fiſhes, .more magnificent then Solomons palace ; wniverſan 
Thoſe Cob-web lawns, and thoſe tiffanies, which 477 <tem 
compoſe the bodie of flowers with an exquiſite de- diverſe jidi- 
licacie ; Thoſe waves, which curle on the current Þ 
of rivers; thoſe gentle weſtern blaſts which bear ,,s 2.50 
comfort and health on their wings; thoſe huge gy. 
theatres of ſeas; that vaſt extent of plains 3 thoſe g,.q; 
meteors ſo artificially varied; thoſe little eyes of ,; «,q 


then God, who ſeeth all within himſelf, who hath 3o heaven, which ſhew themſelves ſo. ſoon as night iTkhavs: 


Abyſles of knowledges in his heart,riches of eternal 
Sapience in his boſome, for whom Time hath no 
preſcription, nature no veil, Heighth no heighth, 
and abyſles,no depth?Who is the Father of Sciences, 
Creatour of Thoughts, Treaſure of Eloquence 
who dazleth all humane abilitie, who taketh his 
Sages from among Ideots, and out of the dumb 
raiſeth his Oratours ? Lazineſs ſeeks out a life ſoft 
and peacefut,continually fixed upon its repoſe,and 


the contentments of the fleſh and ſpirit; and where 40 Bright; the Image of the ſovereign King ; the eye 


'{hall we find the repoſe out of God, fince it is he 
who is perpetually engulphed in the delights of a 
pure tranquillitiee Luxurie ardently defireth plea- 
ſures, and will fſatisfie all the defires of its heart; 
And God, is he not vhe plenitude of joy,an Abun- 
dance which never fails, a ſweetneſs incorruptible, 
a feaſt which conſumeth not, perpetual Theatre of 
comforts,a Flood of moſt pure contentments,which 
floweth over all Paradiſe ? Avarice will poſſeſs 


ſpreads its mantle on the inferiour regions of the ,,.,;. 
world ; all that is ſeen, all that is heard, all that is vb; atludi: 
touched, all that is bandled, ceaſe not to recount 54,1 
unto us the love of our Father. paten, me- 
One muſt never have ſeen the ſun, not to have Fn 
love for God; he muſt have lived like a hog, with the image 
his head in the mire,and hiseves in a trough,to ſay, _—_ 
be knoweth nor what the Divinitie is. To ſpeak ,** 
truly, this great ſtar is the viſible ſon of the firſt = | 
of the world ; the heart of nature ; it daily ſpeak- Cons 
eth to us out of the gates of the Eaſt, with as many |» 
tongues as it hath raies. This great ſuperviſor of Boi conſpi- 
the fornaces of the univerſe travelleth throughout —_— 
total nature. He lighteth up the ſtars; in heaven be in templo 
createth crowns, and rain-bows in the air; on - "ii 
earth, flowers and fruits; in the ſea,pearls; and in <rwn:Pl- 
the boſome of rocks, ſaphires and diamonds : he i117tv..” 


b . JT . Fic nam jultitie 
throws fire and vigour into all living creatures; his _ wIP pr 


much,ir ſtretcheth out the hands of an Harpy over 50 preſence cauſeth alacritie,& his abſence(inſenſibly) cotecer. 


the goods of another , It garboileth the world, ic 
diſquieteth the earth,It would willingly delve into 
hell,it pleadeth,it wrangleth,it aCails, it defendeth, 
to ſatiate its covetouſneſs, yet ſtill is hungry : For 
what is he thar poſſeſſeth all, but the: prime of the 
rich,who is the beauty of helds,the luſtre of flowers, 
the fecunditie of fruits, the wealth of minera!s, and 
the fertilitie of total nature? Envie is troubled 
about ſupereminencie, and will have the higheſt 


place, accounting him an enemie who precedeth ; 60 tures, which (according to S. Denzs) are the veils 


And is it not the eternal Father, who is King of 
Glory, who ſeethall ro be much lower then him- 
ſelf,and ſeeth nothing beyond what he is ? Choler 
will revenge for it, it ftriketh at heaven,it troubleth 
the earth, it cauſeth lightning and tempeſts, which 


\ raiſe ſo many Tragedies in the world; And-who. 


better knows how to avenge fins then the ſove- 
reign Monarch of the Univerſe, for whom exter- 
minating Angels carry the ſword of Juſtice, for 
a—_—_ Now, I demand of you, if it be true, that even 


non amant QUr YICes Are 1n love with ſome perfeRions which 
exomyinjuſlt — 


horrour and melancholy in all nature. His motion 

ſo rapid, his circumvolution ſo even,that ſo regular 
harmonie of nights and dayes, thoſe refle&tions, 

which are as fathers of ſo many Eſſences, ſet the 

whole Divinitie before our eyes. O what a goodly 

thing it is to talk face to face with thoſe great for- 

reſts, which are born with the world to diſcourſe 

with the murmur of waters, the warbling of birds _ _ , 
in the ſweetneſs of ſolitude, and of ſo many crea- Tunic 
I: gy 
and Tapiſtries of the great Temple ! There it is, 77** 
where God accoaſteth on all ſides, where our ſoul is.7 _=_ A 
{tirred up with its own thoughts, diſchargeth it ſelf CE 
of matter, and entreth into a great commerce with <«t#%. 
Intelligencies. When I behold all the perquifites of 
Organs,where Muſick is in perfeRion ;-I ſtay not 

on the Iron, Lead, Wood, the Piper, nor on the 
bellows;my ſpirit flyerch to that hidden ſpirit which 
diſtributeth it ſelf with ſo melodious proportiona= 


whom hell reſerveth treaſures of flames eternal ? 70 ble divifons throughout the whole Inſtrument. $0 
- when I contemplate the world, I ſtick not on the 


body of the Sun, the Rars, the elements, the ors 
the 


Part 4+ 


the metals,the plants,nor the living creatures; I pe- 
netrare into chat ſecret ſpirit which inſinuaterh jt 
ſelf thereanto, with ſuch admirable power, ſuch ra- 
*o# 9% viſhing ſweetneſs, & incomparable Harmony, I in- 
$yneſio.. finitely love him, becauſe he is fair,ſince he made all 
Sze4col- the beauties which are preſented before mine cies , 
Dew: ws Becauſe he is good; becauſe he is wiſe,(ince he com- 
efgqz'7o- Municateth himſelf with ſo much profuſion:ſince he 


Pos cu» {0 well tempered the conſonancies of the whole 
s mento 
elemento- . » 

rum, corpo- am wholly, his. Were I not touched with his beauty, 


rum, PYi- his wiſdome; bis goodneſs, perpetually his benefits 


10m x. 


preſſuin or-, would ſofren my heart; Me thinks I meet him every 


mnarncmum 


mjclizys Where, with a hundred arms, and as many hands to 
If do me good. I neither ſee place, room, time, or 


Apol.c.17, MOMent,which is not figured with bis liberalities, 
I am clothed with his wooll,fed with his Granary, 
warm'd with his wood, ſeryed by his officers, I 
live in him, breathe by him, I have nothing which 


The Paſſuons of Celeflial Amuities. 


555 
the recital of theſe words, this young man felt a 
flame which ſpread it felf over his heart, that he 
was touched to the quick with his extraRion, and 
raviſhed with love towards a Father, &y whom he 
was born ſo great ?' And have we not the like ap- 
prehenfions, when faith diftateth unto us; Thou 
art not created to live perpetually among mire 
and dirt,and to be tied to a wretched, frail, and pe- 
r1ſhable body, to walk npon thorns,and to embroil 


world; I love him,becauſe I know he is mine, and 10 thy felf in' the toils and cares of a mortal life ; 


there are above,palaces of ſtars, of Intelligencies,of 
incomprehenſible lights, of ineffable beauties which 
expect thee,of crowns prepared for thee, of ſceptres 
made to fil} chy hands : All times are for thee,and 
all which Nature endeavoureth here below, is bur 
to contribute 'to thy contentment ? Thoa art the 
fon of a noble Father,who makes men happy at his 
pleaſure, He loves thee as his heart,and would have 
thee near him, to accompliſh thee with all his dear- 


is not his Inheritance. Ir is neither Father nor Mo- 20 eſtdelights and the heighth of his glories. And what 


ther, great one, Lord or King, which gave me 
wealth, honour,and eſtate. Well they may be in- 
ſtrumenrs of my happineſs, but they are not the 
cauſe. They were nothing for ſo many years ; 
They came into the world as poor as I ; they dai- 
ly recurn from it into duſt; I feei my necelfities 
and dependences, and I know they cannot be ſup- 
plied but by a neceſſary and independent Eſſence. 


The co%-. We muſt n6t ſay,we have not commerce enough 
merce © 


man with With him; great things are for the little, and the 36 our brother, who ſacked the dugs of our Mother 


God. uy Lich for the necefficous. See we not that heaven 
Cem.s. ex is all for the earth ? doth it cauſe one ſprig of an 
vari. es herd tO grow in it ſelf ? produceth it one ſole 
ſe ejjcs Aower among its ſtars? It giveth all it hath, and is 


creaturis 


oeaibrs pro. Perperually content with what it is. So God is all 


videndo, for us, as if man were his God, faith $. Thomas, If 

{miiberas We. be miſerable, he is not therefore diſdainful, 

ns edn. if he be high, he is nor therefore far diſtant from 
ant.t- 


9s own Our inferiour condition. He is all, in all things ; 


ageinia ever preſent ; continually doing ſomewhat ; He 4o of love; hath made himſelf poor to-make us rich. 


' rorcular, Bath dugs of bounty which pur him to pain, if he 
bers ſponi® ſtream not upon us. We ſee him to come from all 
R_ parts, and his approach is not mute; for, the belt 
part of us is ſpiritual, which makerh commerce ealie 
unto us, with a God, who is all ſpirit. How often 
find we our ſoul to be raiſed above it ſelf, and to 
be tranſported with thoughts, knowledges, lights, 
joyes, pleaſares, conſolations, hopes, confidences, 
courapes, and antepaſis of glory, which we ac- 


can a ſopl do, which learns all this from faith , bur 
raiſe it ſelf above all cancupiſcences of fleſh ; bur 
love, but dilate it ſelf, bur readily mix with this 
moſt pure ſpirit,which inviteth it in all creatures ? 

Have we yer the heart to ſay, we have not fami- The con- 
liarity enough with Godz and that he is of too ©0299 
high a ſtrain to love him, when we think npon Fe. _ 
ſus, who for us deſcended from the higheſt part of hep 


heaven to the ſlime of Adam, who made himſelf — 
I 

, conſum- 

who ſpake our tongue, who took upon him our Tation ok 


ſemblance, who charged himſelf with our burdens, Le jm. 3, 
who on himſelf laid our miſeries, to turn them into « ?a/inee 
felicities 2 He is that Merchant, who is come out of CER 
a happy and rich countrey full of treaſures, gtory, 4 + 
and greatneſs, which were to him more natural rico: nego- 
then raies to'the Sun; and yet, being lodged (as it ag _ 
were) with us, in a filly Cottage, hath diſpoiled zatione mi- 
himſelf for us, wholly incbriated with the ex{ialies 19% 


cnem ſal u- 

weak to ſtrengthen us, contemptible 'to render us 4427s 
. , » ac cipiensy 

glorious, full of ſufferings to beatifie us;and a man , ja wibuen; 

that we might be Gods. This is the man who hath 

been able to contra all Gods extent under a little 

clay,vho went nota ſtep which was not worthy to 

produce a ſtar, who carried the Divinity upon the 

ends of his fingers, whoſe life was a flaſh of light= 

ning, his word a thunder, his virtues leſſons, and 


aQtions.prodigies. Hath he not loved the ungratefu), 


knowledge to be above our ſtrength! It is God 5o when he heaped on his own body the pains and 


then who-worketh by them in us, who enters into 
our ſoul, asa maller into his houſe, who becomes 
our gueſt, our friend, our DoRour, and our Pro- 
reQour. We need not ſeek for him in heaven, he is 
in our heart ( ſaith the Emperour Antozine) and 
there he uttereth his oracles. There it is, where he 
entertaineth us,and teacheth us we are his children, 
and reſerveth for us an admirable igheritance. 


G1" i” When it was fſaidto little Nebxchadnez.2ar,who 


Daneleme 


was expoſed in his infancy & bred up in the houſe 60 lover ſaid;that love made a Burtt of his heart, where, nM oy 


of a Peaſant, whoſe ſon he took himſelf robe; 
Courage (childe) you are not made to drive Oxen, 
and rill the ground; there is another profeſſion 
expeReth you : you are the ſon of a great Prince, 
who keeps the prime kingdom of the world for 
you :. Theſe raps mult be changed into robes of 
cloth of gold , this ugly Hart into a Diadem , this 
Spade into a Sceptre ; this Cottage into a Palace, 
this ſervitude into an Empire : For whom ſhall 


ſufferings of all ages, making himſelf of a King of 
olory, a man of dolours, to purchaſe pleaſures for 
us with as many wounds as he had members, as 
many croſſes as we bave fins ? ; 
After all this, he gives himſelf to us in the Sacra- The Eu- 
ment,which he hath inſtituted as an abridgement of (gene 
his miracles, wherein he is incorporated within our of love. 
heart,in our ſoul,as one piece of wax melted within 
another. I readily here remember what an antient Anacreon. 
ſo ſoon asit had ſhot all its arrows,it threw it ſelf as ***.x*- 
an inflamed dart into the bottom of his breaſt,to ſet iav7i»4617- 
him all on fire. What arrows,and what ſhafts,flying #7 + 
on every ſide, in Nature, in Grace, what benefits, 7: applicas 
what favors, what amities, what forward affeRions, Leſebine 
ed met , 
for which man ſtill continued obdurate, till 7eſ7 1. 4. ane 
wholly gaining him, did deſcend into his entrails 
fully repleniſhed with love & flames, and heavenly 
ardours?1s it'not time to pronounce Azathema with 


treaſures,officers,ſervices,arms,Sreatnels, pleaſures, 70 S, Paxl, againlt him who loveth him nor, afcer his 


joyegand feaſis be bur for you,who are the heir of 
the Aſſyrian throne ? Do not we think that ypon 


coming in this maner, to captivate us by his bounty? 
To ſpeak (ncerely, he, muſt needs be amiable, 
Aaaas ſince 


of Eternity: For it is true that we,coming from an 
eternal God, have an infinite defire to make our 
Being perpetual, And for this purpoſe, we tie our 
ſelves by love to ſo many things, to live again in 
them, and by them : but they being tranſitorie 
and frail,we there find no ſupport, until God hath 
poured his holy love into our heart, which is the 
true influence of Eternitie, that alone can purife 
our life,and eternize our ſouls. 
corciiam We then muſt not feign to our ſelves, that the 
Arasfica= love of God proceeds meerly from our own 
Tow De; Aixength, but we muſt hearken to the deciſion of the 
eſt diigere Council of Orange, which ſaith, that to love God 
pay isa gift from God: It is he who inſpirech the love 
#1, ſe dedit, gjith which he will be loved, and who hath loved 
Auf us even in disfavour, to transport us to favour : 
141, 4pti- Whereby it appeareth, that this fair love is nought 


centes, amati 


fumes, »t Elſe but a celeſtial quality infuſed intothe ſoul, by 
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Love of ſjnce ( according to the Canticles ) he is wholly and forming Jeſu Chriſt (as ſaith S. Paxl: ) Then | 
—_ compoſed of defires, and fatisfaQtions, and that all is the time when this divine love is conceived, in vobi. 
Je, the juſt figh after him. We bave heard talk through which is no ſooner bora, but it cauſeth a rejoycing Gal.4.10, 
ſo many Ages of the moſt accompliſhed beauties in the heart of man,like unto that which happen 
of certain creatures who have drawn many Amo- in the houſe of Abraham at 1/aac's nativity, It is a The Em- 
riſts after them ; but never have we ſeen one ſole celeſtial laughter, ah extraordinary jubilation, an Pre ne 
woman to gain the affe&ion of an entire City,Pro- expanſion of all the faculties and funRions of the of Divine 
vince, or Kingdom. From whence cometh it, that ſpirit, and will. This little Monarch is no ſooner © 
there is not any beauty, but that of Feſm Chriſt, born, but it begins to command, and fits on the, ._.. . 
which enchaineth Cities, Empires,and Monarchies? 10 heart as in its Throne : All powers do it homage, —_ of 
From whence cometh it, that ſo many Kings and all paſſions render it ſervice, All the virtues ap- 997 4vi- 
- Queens have followed him through Forreſts, plaud at its coronation,and confeſs they hold of it, die imel+ 
Thorns,and among Rocks,even to the abandoning andareall in it. He who is once well inſtructed in *%* 
of themſelves 2 From whence cometh ir, that ſo , charity,aboundeth with all riches,and hath the full Aivedu 
many millions of ſouls,the wiſeſt,moſt pRrified,and plenitude of the ſpirit, (according to the Apoſtles) Bebrie tos 
moſt courageous on the earth,have loved himeven and is a Tree grafted with fiens of all perfeRion, in fpecuts 
to the ſuffering of flames and wheels, in the diſlo= and which fail not to bring forth their fruits, mn 
cation of bones, & the diſmembring of their whole Sciences and virtues are that to us, which oars Excellent 
bodies ? From whence cometh it, that all, which is to veſſels, what the viaticam to travellers, what Pins. 
molt pure, and moſt eminent in the world, daily 20 light to blear-eyes, what arms to ſouldiers : but 
diſſolveth for him, and that ſo many hearts melt charity alone 1s the repoſe of the wearied, the 
for his ſervice in honourable flames which purifie Countrey of Pilgrims, the Jight of the blind, the 
them,without conſuming them? Yerily,we may ſay, Crown of the victorious, Faith and the knowledge 
there is nothing which equalleth the excellencie of of God carry us to our countrey ; Hope main- 
celeſtial Amitiess and that,well to place your. love, taineth us,the other virtues defend us: but where 
you muſt fix it in the heart of God, _—_ 1s ay Tu q it is - Blory ; one no gee 
NG , elieves any tbing, becauſe he ſeeth all; one hopes 
SeR.11. Of the Nature of Divine Love.Of its Eſ= wor nongher becenk he polleſſeth all. - 
ſence, Qualities, Effet s,and Degrees. Temperance combateth againſt Goncupiſcence, 
Blonguerra He great Anchoret Rzymond went very high 39 Prudence againſt errour, Fortitude againſt adver- 
ho Libs when he ſaid,The love of God was an influence fity, Juſtice againſt inequality : But in perfe& cha- 


rity, there is a perfe& chaſtity, which ſtandeth not 
in need of the arms of temperance, having no ble=- 
miſh of impurity ; A perfe& knowledge, which ex- 
peteth not any help from ordinary Prudence, 
ſince it hath no errours; a perfe& Beatitude, which 
needeth nor Fortitude to conquer 2dverſities, ince 
to it nothing is unealie; a Sovereign peace which 
imploreth not the aid of Juſtice againſt inequalitie, 


49 lince all therein is equall, 


Forina word, what is charity but a temperate 
love without luſt, A prudent love without errour,a 
ſtrong love without impatience, a juſt love with- 
out inequality ? Faith is the firſt day of our Crea- 
tion,which driveth away darkneſs ; Hope is the ſe- 
cond, which makes a firmament for us, and which 
divideth waters from waters, things tranſitor 
from eternal; Temperance is the third, whic 
arangeth the waters and ſtorms of paſfions in 


eſſet n mebis which we love God above all, and all for God. 5© their proper element, and cauſeth the land of our 


4 - . . . . . 
$a Now I imagine with my felf, that he is born in 
The © qurhearts,in ſuch a manaer,as pearls grow in their 
growth of 9 


Love like ſhells. The mother of pearl is firſt pierced by a ce- 
unto leftial influence, as with an arrow, fiery,and ſharp, 
pettte® which follicites and importuneth ir, to diſpoſe it 
ſelf to this excellent production. Which is the 
cauſe,that5t ſpreads,openeth, and dilates it ſelf, to 
receive the dew diſtilled into it from the airz and 
having moiltnedit, it digeſteth, copcoReth, and 


heart to appear, which ſendeth up vapours to God, 
that areits Gghs. 
Prudence 1s the fourth, which lighteth up in us 
the ſun of underſtanding, and the lights of know- 
ledge. Fortitude is the fifth, which ſuſtains us in 
the Ocean of adverſities { not ſuffering us to cor- 
rupt as fiſhes in ſalt-waters, and as birds ) above 
the Tempelt. Juſtice the ſixth , for it gives us to 
command over our paſſions, as Adam, who on the *- 2enoſer- 


transfiSureth ir into this little miracle of nature, 60 ſame day he was created, obteined it over all living fps 


which :s with ſo much curioſitie ſought after, Be= 
hold what paſſeth in a ſoul, when it bringeth 
forth this precious love, it is prevented by a ſpecial 
grace from the Divine Goodneſs, which at firſt 
gives it 2 diſtaſte of all things in the world, and 
fixeth a generous ſpur inthe heart, to excite, 
awaken, and inflame it to the queſt of ſo great a 
cood. Then it extendeth, dilates, and opens all its 
gates to the holy Ghoſt, who deſcendeth into it, 


creatures, But charity is the ſeventh day, The 7*Pmn in 
Symbole of Glory, which contraReth all delights muramun ve- 
in the circle of its Septenary. And bow can it but *ift =, 
abridge all Theologie, ſince it abridgeth God him- breviawn 
ſelf, and that we have cauſe to ſpeak to him in ſuch 2-2 


terms, as Saint Zexo did. O love what haſt thou fac inmen- 


. Cone? Thou haſt changed God into Man; Thou haſt £'*?4e- 


contracted him,drawing bim out of the luſtre of his #; m = 
Majeſty, to make him a pilgrime on earth , Thou  <=* 


never men- 


as the dew of Hermon, by qualities and effets ad- 70 haſt ſhur him in the priſon of a virginal womb the fburetge- 


mirable, which through tree will it embraceth ; 
and ties,and haþituareth it ſelf therein, conceiving 


ſpace of nine moneths : Thou haſt annihilated the//>"%pure 


empire of death, when thou taughteſt God to die. mori docer- 
Ta PM i Love do,euacuaitis 
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Love thus acknowled8e1 by all the virtaes, 
mounceth as on a chario: of Glory, maketh ir ſelf 
conſpicuous with heroick and noble qualities Ir is 
pious, ſince it employeth all its thoughts on God x 
It is generous and magnanimous, ſince it is ever 
diſpoſed ro great deſigns: Ir is liberal,as that which 
ſpareth nothing : Ic 15{trong, nor yielding to any 

ities Of all thoſe obſtacles, which preſent themſelves to 
nalities _. | "HR" . "= 
Divine divert thecourſe of its intentions; Ic is juſt,equal- 
love, by ly diſtributing rewards co merit 2 It is temperate, 
may know admitting no excelles bur of love: It is prudent, ha- 


—_ ving eiesalwaies upon its deportments: It 15 witty, 


foul. to hadouca thouſand inventions : Ir is violent 
without eagerneſs, active without precipication, 
ſage withour coldneſs, good without remiſneſs,and 
calme withour idlenels. 

Three But I mult tell you, though its perfe&ions be 


principal. without number,you ſhall chiefly know it by three 

n_ * qualicizs, which will make ic appear unto you, 
plianr, obliging,aad patient. 

| ſay pliant ; for there is nothing but fires, de- 

fires, ſweetneſs, affe&ions, joyes, admirations,exita- 

ſies, pleaſures, tranſportments for its well-beloved. 

This is the State which the (great Origen figureth 

orig. Hom. UNtO us of S. ary Magdalen, when he ſaith, that 

4 Mydi: hy the ſtrength of love ſhe was dead to all the ob- 

je&s of the world. Shz had her thoughts ſoem- 

ployed upon her Fe/z«, thac ſhe was almoſt inſen= 

{ible 3 ſhe had ejes and ſaw not, ears and heard nor, 


Pliantneſs 
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him. To dere that he may be declared, confeſſed; 
praiſed, and adored by all the world, To entertain 
all che moſt ſublime thoughts(that is poſſible)of his 
dear perſon. To paſs over with ſweetneſs. all the 
acerbities ſuffered in his ſervice. To accommodate 
ones ſelf to all his motions, and to receive bor! ſad 
and joyful things with his countenance. To lan- 
guiſh perpetually with the deſires to behold him 
faceto face; and laſtly, To ſerve him wichour 


I 0 anxietie, or exſpeRation of reward. 


Theſe things being ſo ſublime; we muſt not pre- 
ſume to arrive thither at the firſt daſh. It is very fit 
to file, and continually to poliſh our ſoul by long 
ſervices & good actions, ro arrive in the end at the 
happy accompliſhment of love.For this cauſe there 
are reckoned certain devrees by which the (ul is 
led to the palzce of this triumphant Monarch. 
There is a love, as yet but young,which doth on- three cr- 
ly begin, and hath five degrees, within the compaſs ders of 


true lover 


20 whereof, it dilates it ſe!f to paſs to a much greater «& the 


perfetion. It beginneth firſt by the talte of the w9'16- 
word of God, and the ſweetneſs it feels by the 
reading of good books, which is a {ign that a ſoul 
already hath an arrow of true love in the hear, 
This taſte maketh a'man take good reſolutions for 
the amendment of his manners,and order of his life: 
this reſolution is followed by a, happy penance, 
which bewaileth all the imperfe&tions of the life 
paſt with a bitter diſtaſte, ard a fic ſatisfation, By 


ſenſes and felt not ; ſhe was not where ſhe was; for 30 this way we proceed to the love ofa neighbour,and 


ſhe was wholly where her Maſter was, alchough 
ſhe knew not where he was. She knew no other 
art but that of love, ſhe had unlearnt to fear, to 
hope, to rejoyce, to be ſad ; all in her turned to 
love, by reaſon of him whom ſhe loved above all; 
The Angels who deſcended from heaven to com- 
fore her, were to her troubleſome, nor could ſhe 
endure them, ſhe (tood upright near the ſepulchre, 
where in the place of death ſhe found her heaven. 
Liberality- 
love which neyer bring torth any fruit ; ſo it takes 
a ſecond qualitie, which is, to be liberal, and much 
obliging : For this cauſe the hands of the bride- 
cant.$.14. Eroom(according to the Carticles) are all of gold, 
Mme ej* and round; to ſhew there is not any thing crooked 
tornatiles 4s * 
azree,plene Or rough to ſtay his gifts; belides, they are all filled 
—— with pretious ſtones,to figure his benefits unto us , 
G!obi aurei Jacinths and Diamonds which he ſcatrereth, and 
pien mari. heſtoweth as liberally, as the ſand of the ſea. The 


a beginniug is made by a tender compaſſion of his 
afflictions,& a rejoycing at his proſperities: Laſtly, 
one addicts himſelf much to many very laudable 
g00d works, and to the holy exerciſes of mercy. 
Beno!ld here a moſt fincere condition, and to be 
wiſhed in many men of honour, who may therein 
perhiſt with great conſtancie. 

The ſecond order comprehendeth thoſe which 
are yet more {irong, and it conteineth five other 


Now as in efficacious pliantneſles are flowers of 40 degrees. Firſt, they are very aſliduous in prayer, 


wherein they are much enlightned with the know= 
ledge of verities and celeſtial maximes, Secondly, 
they obtein an excellent purity of conſcience, 
which they cleanſe and poliſh by an enquiry ints 
their interiour; holily curious, & perfectly diſpoſed. 
Thirdly,they feel the exteriour man much weakned 
by a generous mgrtification, wherewi:h concupiſ- 
cence is quailed. Fourthly, followeth the vigour of 
the inward man, who finds himſelfhappily enabled 


Hebrew faith, that the ſame hands are veſſels of 50 to all the functions of the ſpirit, with a certain fa- 


g0!d replenifhed with the ſea, becauſe love is an 
Ocean of liberalities, which is never exhauſted, 


Patience, There remains nothing but to be patient, which 
Pems ba- it doth with ſo much grace, that one may ſay, its 
et, no 


polar, Yoke Mach wings, not weight, The heart of it off« 
Ailredus. times is invironed wich thorns,and ic ſwearech they 
are roſes. It ſwims.in a ſea of worm-wood,and ſaith 
itis {weet water: It is covered all over with wounds, 
and proteſteth they are Pearls and Rubies; Ir is 


cility which becometh as it were natural to him. 
Fifthly,appeareth a great obſervance of the law of 
God, which makes him apprehend the lealt atomes 
offin,through a notable fidelity with which he de= 


fires to ſerve his maſter, Inthisrapk are many good 


religious who lead a life molt accompliſhed in devo- 

tion, and in the continual mortification of ſenſes. 
Laſtly,in the third order of perfe& lovers,arethe 

great effe&s of perfe charity,as is,not to have any 


overwhelmed with affairs, and maintains they are 60 humane and natural con{iderations in all ones ai 


recreations 3 It 15 ſurcharged with maladies, and 
they are ſports; with calumnies, and they are 
bicttings 3 with death, and char is life. 


Twelve Theſe tbree qualities cauſe twelve very notable 
efteas of effects in love» which are, To love God above all, 


& in compariſon of him, to deſpiſe all, To account 


ones ſelf vabappy, if but a very moment delivered 


from his ſweet 1deas.To do all that may be, and to 
endure all things impoſſible to come near him. To 


ons ; but to tread under foot all reſpeR of fleſh and 
blood,to defend truth: Not to ſtick to earth by any 
r00:3but to account all things worſe then a dunghbil, 
to S4in 7eſ:us Chriſt: to run before the Croſs,and to 
bear the greatelt adverſities with a generous pati= 
ence: to love ones enemies : to do good to perſecu- 
rors; and in'concluſion, freely to expole ones life 
for the ſalvation of a neighbour. To ſay truly,they 
had need to be perſons molt heroick, to go fo far ; 


embe!liſh and adorn our ſoul to pleaſe him, To be 70 and there is no doubt, bur this is the full accom=- 


alwaies corporally preſent with him, as in the $a» 
crament 3 or ſpiritually, as in Prayer. To love all 
which is for him, and co hate all which is not for 


pliſhmenr of love. 
Notwithſtanding, nine degrees alſo are added of 
Aaaaz Seraphick 


556 IHE 


Nine de- Seraphick love, which concern Contemplatives 
grees of k . 
Seraphical Which are, The ſolitude of a heart throughly puri- 
lovefor fied from all the forms of Creatures: Silence in a 
tewp!a- ſublime cranquillitie of paſſions: Suſpenſion, which 
ky 15 a tnean degree between Angel and man : Inſepa- 
rabilitie, which adhereth to its welbeloved for an 
eternitie, not admitting the leaſt diſunion: Inſatia- 
bilitie, which never is ſaciated with love : Indefati- 
gabilitie, which endureth all Jabours without wea- 


HOLY COURT, 


Part 4. 
ble office,or affair, moſt important. For icis a very 
unworthy thing to behold all deſpicable Trades 
full of artiſans, who kill themſelves to find out in« 
ventions that may ſer forth their profeſſion, and 
that only the occupation of the love of God,ſhould 
have workmen ſo lazy and unnatural. 

After all, following the counſel of S. Auguſtine, How we 
conſider what the children of darkneſs often do tO to love, 


proſper in worldly loves % amities. They ſtrive ro Go%above 


rineſs: Languor,which cauſeth the ſoul ro diſſolve 10 inſinuate themſelves by ſome good office, they the world. 


and melt on the heart of its beloved: Exſtahe, 
which cauſeth a deſtirution of the vegetative and 
ſenſirive ſoul, totally ro aRuate the IntelleRual: 
Deiformity,which is a degree appreaching near to 
beatifick love. Then is there made in the foul a de- 
luce of myſterious & adorable love,which drown= 
eth all humane thoughts, which ſwalloweth all 
earthly affeQions,which flieth to the ſuperiour re- 
gion of man, which hideth all that is eminent in 


conſider on every fide the perſon of him of whom 7hne#: 


they would be beloved,they ſtudy his nature his in- eſtendir, 6 
clinations, his deſires, his affairs, and they oblige fen.02%. 
him, ere he is aware, in what he defireth moſt. Are ſciview, ve- 
they entred into his amitie ? they perfiſt in the {Fane 
practice of great afliduities ; they have entertain- place. 
ments and admirable correſpondencies; they de- mr 
light, they ſerve,they mingle the recreative with verbis 


the ſerious : They apply all they ſee,all they think Apoſt., 


ſciences, tranſcendent in virtue, great in imagina- 20 upon, all they invent,all they hope.all they poſſeſs, 


tion, and which cauſfeth the ſpirit to forger it ſelf, 
and to jook on nothing but heaven. 
SeR. 12. The Praftice of Divine Love. 
He love of God is a ſcience inſpired, not ſtu- 
died, where the infuſion of the holy Ghoſt is 
more eloquent then all Tongues,and more learned 
then all Pens. That which come to us by art, oft- 
times begins very late, and quickly endeth. That 
which is given us by the favour of heaven, comes 
T3 7 *er- 


CV BE : 
ds pa- 


learn the love of God by precepts onely,croak I:ke 
>» x-'-> Rayens,and have nothing ſolid; ſuch as have it by 
exxne#e grace are Angels, who are raiſed into the highelt 
region,and poize themſelves on their wings. Grave 
diſcourſes, and go0d books fail not to contribute 
much to this purpoſe, as we lately may have tried 
by the treatiſe which the R. F. Stephex Bixect hath 
publiſhed, fully repleniſhed with the holy ardours 
of extraordinary devotion,and which ſeem to have 


all they ſay, all they write, to the contentment of 
this creature, They draw tribute out of all for it, 
and if it be poſſible, will give it its hearts-wiſh in 
all things: They transform themſelves into its hu- 
mours and likings:They eſpouſe its loves,enmities, 
quarrels,and revenges 2 They publiſh its virtues, 
wich diſcretion conceal its favours:they have tricks 
to pacihie its anger,to {tir up its languours, to open 
its heartzto hold their poſſeſſion, and if it be needs» 


very readily,and never is loft. Thoſe who chink to 30 ful, will paſs through ten purgatories of fire, ice, 


tears,blood, torrents, ſeas,inflamed ſerpents, gnaw= 
ing vultures, to arrive at one of its pretenſions- O 
reproach , that all this is done for a frivolous 
worldly love, which oftentimes is the Hangman of 
Iife,the gulf of Reaſon,the Hell of ſouls; and that 
there is none but Jeſ7, for whom they will not ſo 
much as ſtirre a finger ! 

Make a reſolution to infinuate your ſelf into his 
friendſhip by ſome notable AR, which you know 


been di&Qated by love it ſelf, and conceivedin that 4O to be acceptable to him, and which he already hath 


fire, which 7eſ#s came to enkindle on earth, to in- 
flame the whole world. 
If then you deſire to profit in this love, let your 
The means , . : 
to acquire endeavour be continually to beg it of God with the 
theloveot moſt fervent prayers which the holy Ghoſt ſhall 
ſuggeſt, to eſteem it above all worldly things, and 
ro apply all your aRions to this happy conqueſt. 
Be ye very careful to cut off from your hearrt all 
impediments which may give it any obſtacle ; for if 


required of you by ſo many inſpirations. Enter 
into his houſe, and into his boſome : render him 
aſliduity in your prayers, your meditations, your 
communions,and in all your exerciſes of devotion, 
Learn to ſpeak to him every hour by jaculatory 
prayers, as one would to ſome friend tenderly lo- 
ved,and vehemently affected. Referre all creatures 
to his love, and love nothing but him, but in him, 
but for him : publiſh his greatneſs every where, 


you ſhould imagine to entertain it 1n a ſoul ſullied 50 make a thouſand inſtruments of his glory; but con- 


with terreſtrial affeRtions ; it were ro ask a moſt 
& - " 
wes oe PFeciOus Balm, to put itin an unclean veſſel, We 
recentes ha- have as many Idols in our heart,as paſſions, oppo- 


ceal his favours by a profound humilitie, Behold 
men your like,ashis Images; Engrave all his words, 
all his ations, all his wounds in the bottome of 


_o_ P*% fire to the law of God. your heart; make your ſelves like him, as much as 
Be not ſatisfied with taking away vices,but ſtifle you may; bear him on your fleſhyſuffering for him, 

the remembrance of worldly things, which may in not onely with patience, but glacritie, through a 

you occalion any exorbitancy. Withdraw your deſire of conformity, Behold the principal means 

mind as much as you can from a thouſand imagi= by which one may come to the love of God, and 

nations, which fly as ajery ſpirits about your heart to the unitive way. 

when it begins to take wings to its repoſe. Perplex 60 Obſerve therewithall the three Conditions 

not your ſelf likewiſe, more then is reaſon, with which. Berzard preſcribeth,to witto love fweetly, 

affairs koth ſpiritual and remporal, which cauſe a prudently, ſtrongly : ſweetly without violence; 

thouſand cares to ariſe, and onely ſerve to quench prudently withour illuſion ; trongly without ſe= 

the vigour of deyotion, and to draw out the juice paration, 

of piety. Fly acerbities of heart,apprehenſions,and But, there being nothing which more forcibly That we 

ſervitudes, accuſtoming your ſelf to doall witha moveth the ſovl,then Example, I adviſe you often [7 

ſpirit of ſweetneſs, and holy liberty. _ to preſent unto your ſelf the love of God and himſelf, 
The pra» Conſequently make a praQtice of the love of Jeſus Chriſt, which ſhould be the ſource of ours; - ws Leng 
Rice of God, undertaking it with a reſolute purpoſe, a and to make a ſacred poſie to your ſelf of all the of his ſub- 


©ed. A v ; n 5 
* +hble induſtries to profit therein, as one would in 
afteing ſome great bargain,ſome very conſidera» 


f oreat application of mind. and employing all poſ- 70 lovers who were moſt vehement in Divine Love. 


ſtance 
which is 


Reflet (O Chriſtian ſoul ) upon the chariot of Fe#«. 


Cherubins in Eckl, and thou ſhalt learn what 


God 


Part 4. | 

eu God would have of thee. I ſee (faith the Prophet) 
ſtenlr A clcarand bright fire in the midit of theſe living 
. »-T.aY Creatures,and from this fire I ſee lightning flaſhes 
exten co iſſue forth. This is the fire of the love of God, 
EZEK, Is 
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ef im cor- 


and theſe lightnings are the eruptions he made, by 
communicating himſelf to man, Conſider (O foul 
redeemed with che blood of the ſon of God) that 
thou canit not live without love;on what ſide ſoever 
thou turnelt,thou neceſſarily muſt love; and God 


The Paſſions of celeſtial Amities, 


thy heart torn, and divided by ſo many obje&s 
which divert thy affe&tions, and hinder thee from 
imply giving them to God, for whoin hey are 
made. 

Thirdly, thom muſt underſtand, this love is moſt 
ardent; l;nce the boſom of the eternsl father, is as a 
great Fornace which with its lames enkindleth all 
the chaſte loves that burn, whether they be in hea- 
ven,in the heart of Angels,or whether on earth,in 


foreſceing this neceffirie,would that thou loveſt like x0 the ſouls ofthe ele&. Ah!how much ovghtſt thou to 


him, that thou take the objeR of his love for the 
object of chine own; his manner of loving, for 
thine; his ſcope and contentment, for thine. And 
where thinkelt-thou hath God the heavenly Father 
placed his love from all eternitie,but in himſelf?Be- 
cauſe he alone is worthy to be orginally beloved, 
as the ſource and fountain. head of all beauties and 
bounties, which are the two baits of affetions,-ex- 
cellively z as he who hath neither end nor begin- 


bluſh,and to be aſhamed,conſidering, how,in ſtead 
of enkindling thy love with the ſacred fires of this 
eternal fornace, thou haſt ſought to beg a profane 
fire from the eyes of a wretched woman , which 
hath burnt thee to the bones, thou haſt gone (door 
after door) to all ſorts of creatures, opening thy 
heart to forraign flames, whereby , thou haſt gone 
abour to burn even the ſacrifice of the living God? 
Ah! Thou inſenſible creature, knoweſt thou not 
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ning , He loves himſelf by his holy Spirit, which is 20 that Nadab and Abihr, for putting ordinarie fire Levit. +. 


his own ſubllance, and he loves himſelf neceſſarily, 
becauſe loveis his Eſſence.O ſoul ! if chou couldlt a 
little life up thine eyes ſurcharged with ſo many 
terreſtrial humours,and behold in the boſom of the 
heavenly Father the eternal Fire-brand which he 
gives for a rule of thy love ; what ſecrets,and what 
myſteries of love wouldſt thou learr?there mighteft 
thou obſerve the four conditions which conltitute 
all the excellencie of love, to wit, Puritie, Simplici- 
tie, Feryour and Communication. | 

Firſt, thou muſt learn to purifie thy love, this 
love being moſt pure and excellent, for it is God 
himfelf, produced in the boſom of God,jt is the firlt 
of Sanctiries, holy by origin,by objec, by example, 
and by form ; It is the holy Ghoſt burning in the 
heart of the eternal Father. S. Thomas teacheth us 
a verieſingular piece of Theologie in the Treatiſe 
he wrote of charitie, where he faith, everie thing 
placed in another is meaſured and adapted co that 


30 


into their Incenſories, when they came to the Al- 
tar of the ſynagogue, were devoured, as unfortu- 
nate victims, with the proper coals of their own 
ſacrifices 8 and doſt thou think it will be lawful for 
thee to approach the Altar of the eternal Teſta- 
ment with this forraign love which thou lodgeſt in 
thy heart ? Art not thou afraid to hear thoſe thun- 
dering words, This Sacyifice ſhall be a puniſhment 


Chryſo!, 
(er. 20s 


to thee, ſince thou haſt made a ſin of thy propitiation? Sumcs ae 
Laſtly, (faithful ſoul) thou ſhouIdit know the 77,7. 


love of God is moſt communicative; for it is ſtream- 


ed forth in his eternal produQions by two emana- ©," 


tions, of underſtanding and will, as by two Con= 
duit- pipes of Glories & beauties, And not content 
with this, this eternal communication being invol- 
ved ina profound obſcuritie nnknown to all crea- 
rures ; he hath cleft the cloud in five places, and is 
come to communicate himſelf to the world by five 
admirable ways of his magnificence,which are Cre- 


which receiveth ir, as water, which is round in a 40 ation, Conſervation, the Incarnation of the word, 


round veſſel,and ſquare, in a ſquare veſſel. For, if 
the things received be leſs then that which received 
it; it by this reception gets a ſtate of excellence, 
and a Title of worth above its nature: ſo(ſaith he) 
the viſible ſpecies are ennobled in our eyes, and the 
Intelligible, in our underſtanding. This admitted ; 
I fay,that if we only conſider the love of God, in 
that manner as we do in men, as drawn from exte- 
riour objects; yet would it be a matter of a mar- 


Juftification and exaltation of the ſoul roBeatitude. 
O lhow thou ſhouldeſt be confounded hereupon 
to (ce thy heart ſo narrow, and ſireightned in the 
exerciſe of good works 2 


quia fer rſt; 


t107e pec- 
canmmse 


Look back again upon thy ſecond model, and The lore 
attentively conſider, how ?eſzs the pattern of all 433 
chaſte amities loved his eternal Father ; and on his bea- 


earth rendered him that honourable tribute of 7 **- 


love, which could not well have been payed toa 


vellous value to be received into the heart of God, 50 God fo julily 'loved, but by a loving God; and 


and to be conform to the Divinitie : bur when Di- 
vinitie telleth us,that this love produced of God,is 
the ſubltance of God received in God himſelf, and 
inſeparable from his eſſence ; what greatneſs, and, 
what puritie muſt we conceive in this love of God? 
And if he will,thar this ſame love (which is all his ) 
ſhould be not only the objeR, but the efficient 
cauſe of ours, by the infuſions he worketh in our 


dibas noſtris hearts 3 O how much ſhame ought we to have, ſo 
wR_—_ to defile our love with contaminations and impuri- 60 was nothing but God and It : God, who was in it 


« 
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rut monde 
dem, (7 in 
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ties of the earth ? 

Scconaly, you muſt know, this love is moſt ſim- 
ple, and totally as well in this unitie as in the EC- 
ſence of God, and although he love creatures, as 
the tokens and footſteps of this bountie, which are 


in kinds ſo manifold, in multitude ſo innumerable; 


who did, with ſo much perfeRion, love. Feſ#s alone 
paſſed with an incomparable eminencie thoſe nine 
degrees, whereof we ſpake before, which 2re as 
nine ſpheres of love. This moſt blefſed ſoul, which 
had an exa&t knowledpe of all the excellencies of 
increated beaytie, loved him according to its ſci- 
ence, equalling his fervours to its lights. Ir firſt of 
all entred into the ſolitude of love, which made a 
little fortunate Tland of the heart, wherein there 


with eternal contentments : It, which was in God, 
with reciprocal and whoily ineffable sffeions. 
This heart of Feſzs reſembled the Halcyons nelt, 
which cannot hold one filly Fly more then the Bird 
it ſelf : So he knew not how to lodge one creature 
in himſelf to the prejudice of the Creatovr, but 


A . . . Ar .3o- 
unite them to their Head. O it was properly his 11 21. 


ther. 


quid amat 


enough, whoſoever loveth any thing with thee, 204 17- 
3 rer fe ncn 


which he loveth not for thee, From ſolitude he en- mu. 


rred 


| 
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tred into the Glence,which Synefins calleth the Be- 
Apoc.3: atifick Silence, and which S. Fobn placeth in hea- 
ven in the peaceful condition of the Bleſſed: It was 
properly the calm and repoſe, which the holy ſoul 
of 7eſus took with his heavenly Father in his divine 
Orifons which he many times continued the ſpace 
of whole nights, watching and weeping for us,and 
dwelling as 1t were in the fire of love, It is that ſi- 
lence which the Canticle calleth the Bed of So/o- 
m2, encompaſſed wirh threeſcore valiant ones, but 
of that great Hoſt of Angels. From ſilence he paſ- 
ſed to the ſuſpenſion whereof Fob ſpeaketh, where 
his ſoul felfit ſelf rotally pulled up by the root from 
earth,but not (as yet) placed in Heaven,becauſe he 
** was corporally in this tranſitorie life. We ( verily) 
find three admirable ſuſpenſions in Nature, That, 
of water in the clouds;of Heaven,above the clouds, 
and of earth, under the clouds : and two incffable 
ſuſpenſions in the Humanitie of 7eſs : The firſt is 
that of his bleſſed ſoul, which was alwayes hanging 
at the heart of God, and the ſecond of his bodie 
on the Croſs, to purifie by his death all the regions 
of the world,both above, and beneath : above, by 
the exhalation of his ſpirit; beneath,by the effuſion 
of his blood, After ſaſpenſion, he mounted to in» 
ſatiabilitie, which cauſed him, that, drinking thoſe 
Damian. eternal ſources by long dravghts in the delights of 
—— ic Contemplation which ftreams upon him from hea- 
Paradiſo. yen, he flaked his thirſt in his own boſom, not 
þ none quite quenching it, therein retaining the condition 
barb of thoſe who ſee God : of whom ir is ſaid, That 
rm, they are ſtill repleniſhed, yet ſtill oreedie, inceſſantly 
deſiring what they poſſeſs, 

From Infatiabilitie he came to the degree of Inde- 
fitigabilive,which cauſed him perpetually to ſpend 
himſelf in moſt glorious labours for the redempri- 
on of the world, meaſuring and running over the 
carth, as the ſun doth Heaven, and ſowing virtues 
and benefits every where, to reap nov<ht but In- 
gratitude, From thence he proceeded to that Inſe.. 
parabilitie which tied him for the love of his hea» 
venly Father, not only to the puniſhment of the 
Croſs, but ro ſo many ſcorns and miſeries as he 
embraced for us : and he made ſo much account of 
this mortal fleſh which he took of us,that he aſſoci- 
ated it unto himſelf with an eternal band, and hath 
tranſmitted it into the boſom of Immortalitie, pla» 
cins his wounds (which were the charaQters of his 
love, and of our inhumanitie) even in the ſanRua- 
rie of the moſt bleſſed Trinitie, From this Inſepa= 
rabilitie, he ſuffered bimſelf to ſlide into lan- 
©10urs , extaſies, and tranſanimations , which 
mzke up a Deified love, ſuch as was that of Jeſus, 
Languour dried him up with the zeal he had for 
our falyation,exhauſting all the ſtrength of his ho« 
die, and (to ſpeak with Phils) he ſeemed as if he 


Cantic. 3- 


b.7.15- 
ont ſuſ- 
ſprndium 
£11114 1. 


his ſpirit, cauſing it to melt and diſſolve under the 
ardours of ineffable effetion, as we ſee a Myrrh- 
Tree which ditlillerh the firſt fruits of its liquour 
under the luſtre of the ſun-beams, Extafie, which 
bare this great ſoul with a vigorous violence to the 
heert of God, made a Truce in all the aRions of 
fſenfitive nature: and as it happeneth that the Oce. 
an extraordinarily ſwelling up upon one ſhore, for- 


ready divinized, emailing together the whole mul- 
ritude of his force, to ſerve his love and fatisfie the 
paſiion he had towards his celeſtial Father, over- 
flowed in the heart of the Divinitie,with ſo immea- 
ſurable a profuſion, that all his inferiour Nature 
ſeemed 0 be forſaken, and deſpoiled of the pre« 
ſence and government of bis foul, 
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{aketh rhe other , So the ſpirit of. our Saviour al- . 


Part 4. 


In the end he entred into that tranſanimation Orig: 2: 
which ſo powerfully united him ro God, that only ***8* #p- 


retaining the propertie of two natures, Divine ano XY 

humane ; he made an incomparable commixtion of anofe fer. 
heart, of love,of affe&ions and conformities, which 7% 7", 
made Origen ſay, This ſont, like nnto Tron which is Goharts, * 
on burning Coals ,was always in the word, always in 15010” 
wiſdom, ever in God,aud took au immutable conſtan- convertibili« 
cy from the ardonur wherewith it is enkindled in the 

10 ##ion of God. ; 

If you find this love too ſublime for you;behold ns a 
it, as it were tempered and refle&ed in ſo many acbar. 
ſaints,as were S, Panl,S. Anguſtine,S. Bernard, and 
ſo many other. 


tatem ex 
vob: Dei 
unitate ite 


SeR.13. Anotable Example of wordly Love changed 
into divine Charitie. 
[| Will give you a verie familiar one, in a man of 
the world,a man of the Court,and one who is at 
20 this preſent a treaſure hidden from many, who was 
hated by the envious, perſecuted by the proud,con- ,,,_ ,,.. 
demned by the Ignorant ; and yet a great ſervant trum Oc- 
of God. It is the learned and pious Raymnndrs £910 
Lnilas,as it appeareth by his life faithfully written Bovillo- 
10 the Tome of the lives of the Weſtern Fathers. 
. This man flouriſhed above three hundred years 
ago, and was born in the Ifland of Majorica of a 
noble extraction , which gave him paſſage into 
worldly honours, and cauſed him to be bred inthe 
30 Court of hisKing,by whom he afterward was made 
one of his prime Officers. Never was there a man 
more inclining to love ; for he loved tranſported- 
ly, and ſpent all his youth in this vanity, having 
no employment more acceptable then to write 
amorous verſes,to expreſs his paſſion, In the end 
he fell into the ſnare of a violent affeRtion that 
long turmoiled him, which was the love ofan ho- 
nourable Lady, endowed with an invincible chaſti- 
tie. Here ordinarily, love which delights to purſue 
o what it cannot arrive unto, finds moſt admiration 
for the eyes.and food for its flame, 
He was ſoon fire in this queſt, that he thoughe 
he ſhould loſe his wits, ſuffering himſelf to fall in- 
to unbeſceming and extraordinarie ations, ſo far 
as being one day on horſe-back, and ſeeing this his 
well- beloved to go into a Church to do her devo- 
tions, he ſpurred hard, and in fuch manner entred 
into the holy place, not minding Church, Prieſt, 
Altars,or Sacraments ; He had no eyes but for this 
50 creature, before whom he delighted ro mannage 
his horſe with his uſual grace:But inſtantly a loud 
clamour was raiſed by the people, who thruſt him 
out of the Church, & handled him like a mad-man. 
The Ladie was ſo much diſpleaſed and aſhamed 
at his exorbitant importunities,that ſhe reſolved to 
cure his loye by a ſtratagem, which ſhe could not 


"ar. 3.21, Would have transformed kis fleſh into the nature of . vanquiſh by flight. She called this paſſionate amo. 


riſt to her(by her husbands permiſſion )and having 

ſhewed him the wrong he did to her reputation, ſo 
4 £0 reſign himſelf over to ſuch a groſs indiſcretion, 
as alſo the diſaſters he might draw on his own per- 
ſon , ſhe bared her neck, and diſcovered her boſom 
all eaten by a malign Cancer, which et firſt cauſed 
ſome aver{1on in him : bur, the more to fortifie the 
aQ, the Lady thereunto added prevalent words,re- 
proaching him with ſimplicitie to employ ſo many 
hours to ſeek after an unhappy lothſomneſs, and 
take away his love from God, to confer it on a 
Creature, who ſo little deſerved it. 

Poor Raymend was aſloniſhed at this ſpeech, di= 
viding his foul between the korrour of this ulcer, 
and the admiration of the wiſdem of the virtuous 

os, woman, 
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All this 15 
obſerve 

in Blaquer- 
12's book. 
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He in a moment 
found himſelf ro be changed; as if all bis paſ- 
fion had expeRed this period of ſin, and as 
if on a ſudden his ſoul had been freed from a 
charm : He could not wonder enough at his fren= 
zie paſſed. He deplored the loſs of ſo much time,he 
put forward for the future, to conſecrate the re- 
mainder of his dayes to penance. It ſeemed to him 


The Paſſions of celeſtial Amities, 
woman, when inſtantly tis cancer of the bodie 
cured that of the mind. 


ſo violent, when he to himſelf preſented the ſlate 
of this wor}d, wherein we are ſeparated from the 
ſight of God, that he thereby fell into fainting fits, 
and was ſick of it almoſt to the death, A Thykcian, 
on atime viſiting him in theſe fits, and throughly 
underſtanding his grief, held much troubleſom and 
tedious diſcourſe with him, after which he (aid,thi s 
man had cured him, for that he had made him ſuf. 
fer throughty, and that taking this puniſhment pa- 


he perpetually heard the yoice of the Crucifix, xo tiently for Gods ſake, he thereby was infinitely 


which faid unto him, Raymond follow me : and his 
heart burnc with a gengrous flame to augment the 
number of ſo many good ſeryants of ſo worthy a 
Maſter. He would not by halves perform ſo impor- 
tant a buſineſs : he diſpoſed of his whole eſtate for 
the benefit of the poor, and threw himſelf all naked 
between the arms of the Croſs. Behold how it im- 
porteth to begin the great work of the love of God 
by ſome remarkable Ac,and to gives ones ſelf free- 


comforted, He commonly faid, love was a Tree, 
the fruit, whereof was To /ove, and that tribulati- 
ons and languours were* the flowers and leaves of 
it : the proof whereof daily appeared inthe moti- 
ons of his ſoul, wherein he felc moſt ſenſible aMiRi- 
ons, when he within. him ſelf refleQed on the con- 
tempt was done tO his crucified love. 

One day he had a revelation, that of a thouſand 
there were not an hundred 'who had any fear, or 


ly to him,who hath not for us ſpared his own ſon ! 2o but an indifferent afte&ion for their Saviour ;, and 


Thenceheretired into a little Hermitage,where at= 
tending to prayer,faſts, and Contemplations, he 
was ſo illuminated, that oping before unlearned in 
any ſcience,but in that of worldly loye, he became 
as knowing as the greateſt DoRours ; yet (lull au- 
ſtere as the moſt rigorous Hermits. 

His love towards God began, firſt by great ten- 
derneſs and continual familiaritie adoring this moſt 
pure ſpirit throughout the great Theatre of nature, 


that of thoſe bundred, ninetie feared him out of 
their apprehenſion of the torments of Kell ; 2nd 
that of thoſe ninety, there were not two who lo- 
ved him for the hope of heaven;and that of a thou- 
ſand, ſcarcely could one be found who loved him 
for his goodneſs, his nobleneſs, and his worth : 
whereat he poured forth ſo many tears,that he was 
not to * comforted.Ke was often heard to groan, 
and ſigh inthe open fields, as if he had lien in an 


If he looked on the riſing Sun ; he out of Extaſfie 30 irkſom priſon, and had ſought to break his fer= 


ſung and ſaid, From the chaſte boſom ofthe morn= 
ing went forth the deſire of eternal mountains, 
wherein there are no more blemiſhes then there is 
darkneſs in'the Sun.If he conſidered the ſea, he took 
occaſion to enter into the ſecret abyſles of the 
judgments of God, wherein. he remained wholly 
abſorpt. If he caſt his eye on the fields ,” ſo many 
flowers as he there obſerved, were as many little 
eyes of his well-beloved. If he heard a bird ling; 


ters. When, being in theſe agitations, he came to a 
fountain ſide, where lay an Hermit aſleep, whom 
he awakened and asked if hecould tell how one 
might get out of priſon ? The other, who was a 
man of God, underſtood him, and replied, he was 
in the ſame priſon that he was, as well ſleeping, as 
waking ; but it was a priſon of love, where his dc« 
fires, tus thoughts, his hopes, his joyes were chains : 
upon which he fell into an extaſie of holy com- 


in his conceit it ſpake to him of the love of his in= 4o ſort, ro have found a man ſo conform to this hu« 


comparable lover; and he uſed to ſay, there was a 
certain language of love which he underſtcod in 
all creatures. If he ſaw a butterfly Aying, and a 
little child running after it; he thereon frames ſub- 
lime meditations of the Philoſophy of love. His ſo- 
litude ſeemed to him all environed with Intelli- 
Sencies, and when any one came to interrupt him 
and blamed him for being alone, Nothing leſs (an- 
ſwered he : ) I was in good company, but found 
my ſelf alone after your coming. 

He was.ſo tranſported, that he walked through- 
out the ſtreets chanting the praiſes of his 7eſ#s;and 
when ſome who knew him while he was in high 
place, demanded of him, whether he had loſt his 
wits? verily you are inthe right (replied he) my 
well-beloved hath taken away my will, and I have 
given him my underſtanding ; there is nothing lefc 
me but memorie to remember him. He many 
times cauſed his eyes and memorie to diſpute 


mour; and both of them wept ſo much out of loye, 
over this fountain,thar they ſeemed to go about to 
raiſe thoſe ſtreams by their tears. If he wrote a let- 
rer,he imagined love gave him the pen, and that 
he dipped it in his tears, and that the paper was all 
oyer tilled with inſtruments of the paſsion, and 
that he ſent his thoughts and ighs,as Covrriers, to 
ſeek out the well-beloved of his heart. When he 
ſaw ar- Epilile, or a letter wherein the name of Je« 


50 ſus was not premiſed ; it ſenſibly tormented him, 


ſaying,Saracens had more devotion for Mahomer 
a man of ſin,ſetling hisname in'the front of all their 
letters, then Chriſtians had for their Redeemer. 

A holy occaſion one day drew him to aChurch to 
hear excellent muſick: but he perceiving the words 
were of God,and the tune accordins to the world; 
he could not forbear to cry out aloud, Ceaſe, pro= 
fane men. Ceaſeto caſt pearls into mire, Impure 
airs are not fir for the King of virgins. Some took 


rouching the poſſeſſhon of his Divine love, to ſec 60 delight to ask him many queſtions, and he anſwer- 


who might vaunt the moſt right ; His eyes ſaid, 
ſight ſurpaſſed all : but memorie anſwered, remem- 
brance was much ſtronger, 'becauſe it made water 
mount into the eyes, and hre into the heart, One 
while he cauſed his underſtanding and will to run 
afcer this his cear ſpouſe, and he found the under. 
ſtanding was the more abte,” but” the will berrer 
heid what it embraced. He was many times ſeen to 
; bein ſuch a manner, that being readie to ſlecp, he 


ed them nothing, but the word, love, which he had 
perpetually in his month. To whom belongeſlt 
thou? To love : whence comeſt thou ? from love: 
whither goeſt thou ? To love: who begat thee ? 
Love : Of what doſt thou live ? upon love : where 
dwelleſt thou? In love. He accounted them unwor- 


" thy tolive, who died of any other Ceath, then of 


love: and beholding a fick-man in an agony, who 
ſhewed no feeling of joy to go unto God, hut on- 


bitterly with ſcalding tears walled that he in ſleep 7o ly complained of his pain ; he lamented him 2s a 


had forgotten his Creatour, having then no power 
over his dreams, nor thoughts, His paſſion became 


man moſt miſerable, At his entrance into a great 
Citie, he asked who were the friends of God, and 
a poor 


5353. 


a poor man being ſhewed him, who continually 
wept for the love of heaven and heavenly things , 


he inſtantly ran to him, and embracing him, they 


mingled their tears together with unſpeakable joy. 

God often viſited him by many lights, and molt 
ſweet conſolations, as it happened at that time 
when he thought he ſaw a buge cloud between his 
B:loved and him, which hindered and much trou- 
bled him ; but preſently it ſeemed to him,thar love 
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compliſhed : for he was deſirous to make Semina- 
ries of learned and cqurageous ſpirits who ſhould 
"—-_— themſelves throughout the world to preach 
t 


e Goſpel, and to ſacritice themſelves for the pro- 
pagation of Faith. 

For this cauſe , he multiplied his voyages to 
Rome,to Lions, to Paris, to Avignon, incellantly 
ſolliciting Popes and Kings to ſo excellent a work, 
without ſucceſs, He uſed fervour and zeal therein, 


put it ſelf between them both, and gilded the cloud 1 but our father thereunto contributed more order 


with great and admirable ſplendours, in ſuch ſort 
that through this radiant beautie he ſaw a ray of 
the face of his well-Beloved, and for a long ſpace 


ſpake to him with profuſions of heart, and admi= , 


rations not to be expreſſed, p 
From this obſequious love,he paſſed to obliging 
love,and made a ſtrong reſolution to become pro- 
fitable to all the world. 
For which purpoſe, feeling everie moment to be 


and prudence : The one undertook it in a croſs 
time,during the paſſage of the holy See from Rome 
to Avignon, where the Popes more thought upon 
their own preſervation then the conqueſts of Chri- 
ſtiavitie : The other knew how to take occaſion by 
the fore-lock , and he intereſſed Rome, and the 
Popesthereof, in his deſign. The one made his firlt 
trial under Pope Boniface the Eighth, who having 
diſpoſſeſſed a Hermit of S. Peters Chair, held thoſe 


repleniſhed with ſublime and divine thoughts 20 for ſuſpeted who were of the ſame profeſſion, 


which God had communicated to him,and that he 
had no infight in Grammar , nor other ſlight 
ſchool-notions; he reſolved to learn the Latine 


- tongue,being now full fourtie years old, He hit 


upon a teacher one Maſter Thomas who taught him 
words, conjugatians, and concords z but he ren- 
dred him back again elate conceptions, unheard of 
diſcourſes and harmonies wholly celeſtial; ſo much 
honouring his Maſter, that hededicated the moſt 
part of his books to him,wherein for the dead let- 
ter,he offered unto him the ſpirit of life, Not fatis- 
fied with this, he added the Arabick tongue,of pur- 
poſe to convert the Mahumetans : and for this end 
he bought a ſlave, for whom having no other 
employment, but to teach him it, and he having 
therein alreadie well profited , and endea- 
vouring tO convert this wretched ſervant,who had 
been his Teacher ; the other found him ſo knowing 
and eloquent, thar he had an apprehenſion tha 


fearing they a ſecond time might make a head of 
the Church, The other happened upon Pax! the 
Third,who was a benign Pope, and he gained his 
co00d opinion by his readie ſervices and ſubmiſfi- 
ons, which tended to nothing but the humilitie of 
7eſus Chriſt, The one embroiled himſelf tos much 
in ſciences, even unto curiofitie, and made them 
walk like Ladies and Miſtriſſes : the other held 
them as faithful ſervants of the Croſs, ſubje&ed to 


30 holy Humilicie, 


The one {ood too much upon his own wit, and 
needs would beat out wayes not hitherto printed 
with any foot=ſteps, nor conferred enough with 
the Doctours of his times in matters of Opinion 
and Concord : the other paſſed through the ſurges 
of Univerſities, and followed an ordinarie track 
in the progreſſion of his ſtudies. The one was of a 
humour verie haughtie, the other of a ſpirit facil. 
The one took the golden branch with violence, 


through this induſtrie he was able to confound the 40 the other gathered it gently, asif the providence 
A 


Mahumetan-law , which was the cauſe that the 
Traitour, eſpying his opportunitie, took a knife, 
and ſought to kill his Maſter;but he ſtopt the blow, 
and only received a wound which proved not mor- 
tal, All the houſe ran at the noiſe, and there was 
not any one, who would not have knocked down 
down the ungrateful creature : but he hinderedir 
with all his might, and heartily pardoned him in 
the greateſt ſharpneſs of his dolours. Inſtantly the 


of God had put it into his hands. Now Raymond, 
not ſatisfied with ſeminaries of ſtudents, embraced 
the conquelt of the Holy Land, and ſtirred up ma- 
ny cities of Tra/y.in this matter, exhorting them to 
make contributions, wherein he was ſo perſwaſive, 
that the City of P;/a alone, which is none of the 
greateſt, furniſhed him with Devotiſts who made 
of one ſole free gift twentie five thouſand crowns, 
which he would by no means handle, leaving it to 


Officers ſeized 0n this companion, andput him into 50 ihe diſpoſe of the Pope, who weuld not give ear to 


priſon, where he was ſtrangled, repenting himſelf 
of nothing but that he had not finiſhed his miſchief; 
which cauſed extreme ſorrow in Raymond, who be- 
wailed him with many tender tears of compaſſion, 

After this, he undertook divers joarnies into 
France, Spain, Italy Greece, and Africk,wandring 
continually over the world, and not ceaſing to 
preach,write,and teach,to advance the ſalvation of 
his neighbours. Paris many times received him 
with all courtehie in ſuch ſort,that the Chancellour 
Bertand,who was infinitely affe&ed to knowledges, 
permitted him to read publickly in his hall. 

The reverend Charter- houſe Monks, whoſe hou- 
ſes have ſo often been ſanRuaries for Learning and 
Devotion, were his hoaſts, and ſo much he confided 
in their integritie and finceritie, that he with them 
depoſed all which he had moſt precious. The love of 
God,whichis aslightning in a cloud ſtill ſtriving to 
break forch, ſuffered him nor to reſt, but diſpoſed 


the ereQion of new Colledges , ſo much were the 
affairs of the Papacy embroiled. He more eaſily 0b- 
tained one thing,which was one of his three wiſhes, 
co wit, the ſuppreſſion of the books of Averree's 
(an enemie to Chriſtianitie) which many with too 
much curioſitie read in the Schools of Philoſophie. 
God many times grants good diſpoſitions to his 
ſervants, whereof he will not they have the accom- 
plſhment, making them appear more eminent in 


60 ſufferings then aCtions, This great man was of the 


number of thoſe, for he made himſelf moſt remark- 
able in the love of ſuffering, wandring over the 
world in extreme povertie, great incommodities of 
heat, cold, nakedneſs, hunger, ſcorns, contempts, 
dolours, baniſhments, dangers, both by ſea and 
land, ſhipwracks, treaſons, chains, priſons, and a 
thouſand Images of death, 

One day, travelling alone through a huge for- 
reſt, he net two lions, which cauſed ſome little 


him to undertake ſomewhat for the glorie of God, 70 fearpfdeath in him,as he witneſſeth in bis writings, 


It is true, he had firſt of all that purpoſe which 
afterwards Our father S. 7gnarirs ſo gloriouſly ac. 


Ceftrous tolive, that he might yet on earth ſerve 
his well- beloved : but in this great Rt fo 
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The Paſſions of Hatred. 


had a thought, that love would put it ſelf into the 
midſt of this paſſage, and make him endure death 
with the more contentinent : herewith he com- 
forted himſelf, and the lions drew near and licked 
his face bathed in tears of devotion, and kiſſed his 


* feet and hands, doing him no harm. Men were 


» Hatred a 
hideous 
Comets. 


more ſharp and diſcourteous to him, who ceaſed 
not to drag him before tribunals, to charge him 
with calumnies for his extraordinarie wayes, to 


more reaſonable priſon for him, where he began 
again to diſpute with the moſt learned of the ſe, 
and made himſelf co be ſo much admired by thoſe 


his adverſaries, that they endeavoured to gain him + 


to their Religion , promiſing him wife , family, 
honours, and riches,as much as he could wiſh : bur 
he mocked at all their machinations, and ſeeins 
them fervent to.diſpute, he perſiſted therein wilt 
great ſtrength of reaſon and courage. They ſaid, 


#ive ſentence againſt him ; but in all he appealed 10 words were loſt in the air, but they muſt cake the 


to his wel-beloved, who never forſook him. 
Seeing himſelf deſtitute of all ſuccour for the 
converhon of Saracens, he paſſed alone into the 
kingdom of Thanes, where he freely diſputed with 
the chief of the Mahometans,concerning the great- 
neſs and excellency of our Faith, againſt the im- 
poſtures of Mahomet ;, which was the cauſe that he 
was immediately caſt into priſon, and condemned 
by the King himſelf to have his head cut off: to 


pen in hand and write on both ſides; with which he 
was infinitely pleaſed, and ſpent nights and dayes 
in priſon to compoſe a great volume for the de= 
fence of our Religion, But the King of Bxgia com- 
ing into his capital city,difſipated all theſe counſels, 
much fearing the touch of his law, which was gold 
of a baſe allay, and cauſed him the ſecond time to 
come out of priſon. From thence he ſought to get 
ſomething in Greece, paſſing over into Cyprus, 


which he diſpoſed himſelf with an incomparable 20 where he diſputed againſt the Neſtorians and Jaco- 


fervour of loye, At which time, one of the prime 
men of ſtate in. the countrey , who had con- 
ceived well of him, out of the admiration of his 
wit,perſwaded the King to be ſatisfied with baniſh. 
ing him out ofh's kingdom, & that by this way he 
ſhould do all he was obliged unto for the preſer- 
vation of his own law, and ſhould get the reputa- 
tion of a mild Prince among Chriſtians, abſtainin 

from the blood of ſuch a man; which he did: but he 


bires, who rendred him poiſon for the honey of his 
diſcourſes, whereof he was like to die, had he nor 
been preſerved by divine providence, and the af 
fiſtance of a good Angel, The bleſſed man had al- 
readie pafled forty years in a thouſand toils and 
croſſes,and ſpared not to ſuffer, by reaſon of the 
flames of love which burnt his heart ; but he knew 
not whether he ſuffered or no, ſo much he took to 
heart the cup which God had mingled for him. Ve- 


was thruſt out of Thames with ſo many blows and 30 rily, our Lord appearing one day unto him, and 


i1Snominies, that he therein gained a noble partici- 
pation in the Croſs of Feſ#s Chriſt. The fervour 
which inceſſantly boiled in his veins ſuffered him 
not to be long at reſt, He went into the kingdom 
of Bugia,as ; ok into Ninivee, crying out aloud 
through the [treers, that there was in the world but 
one Religion, and that was ours ; and that the law 
of Mahomet was a meer impoſture and a fantaſie. 
He was inſtantly laid hands on, as a mad-man, and 


asking him if he well knew what love was, of 
which he ſo many years had made profeſſion ? he 
verie excellently anſwered, If I do not well know 
what Love is, I atleaſt well underſtand what Parti- 
ence is:meaning,that it was to ſaffer; ſince nothing 
thing troubled him for the fatisfaQtion he had in 
Gods cauſes. And another time being asked whe- 
ther he had patience ? he ſaid, All pleaſed him, and 
that he had no cauſe of impatience, which only be= 


led to the high Prieſt,named Algzaſſin, who ask= 40 longs to them who keep the poſſeſsion of their own 


ed him, whether he knew not the laws of the coun- 
trey, which forbad him upon pain of death to ſpeak 
againſt Mahometiſm. To which he anſwered, he 
could not be ignorant of it ; but that a man who 
knew the truth of Chriſtian Religion, as he did, 
could do no other but ſeal it with his blood, This 
Algxaſſin proud of ſcience, perceiving him to be a 
man of a good wit, entred farther into diſcourſe 
with him, where he found himſelf ſhamefully gra- 


will. Laſtly,being about fourſcore years of age, he 
conſidered within himſelf what he faid afterwards, 
that love was a ſea full of tempeſts and ſtorms, 
where a port was not to be hoped for, but with the 
loſs of himſelf, and that its depth was his exaltati« 
on, He went back again into the kingdom of Sa- 
racens in Africh,where being known, he was ſud- 
denly ſtoned to death in a popular commortion,and 
buried under a great heap of ſtones , in which 


velled ; which made him forſake the Syllogiſms of 50 place his bodie long remained unknown to all the 
the School, to have recourſe to the arguments of / world : but it pleaſed God,that certain merchants, 


tyrants, which are arms and violence: for he 
him to be preſently caken as an Emiſſaty Goat, 
there being not any Mahometan hand fo little 
which delighted not to hale and lead him with 
blows, until they brought him into the moſt hide- 
ous priſon, which which was rather a retreat then 
a gaol, where he eadured a thouſand miſeries with 
an unſhaken conſtancie. The Genowayes, his good 


uſed” 


his countrey=men, failing into that conntrey, ſaw 
in the night a Pyramis of fire to riſe up over his 
tomb,which cauſed a corioſitie in them to ſee what 
it was; and coming to dig into it, they found this 
venerable old man who was ſo gloriouſly buried 
in his own triumph ; my drought him back into 
his own countrey,where he isall this time rever- 
enced our of an antient Devotion of the people, 


friends,who traffick in theſe parts, moved with his 60 which the holy See permitteth rather by way of to- 
aff Rion, got wich good round ſums of money, a leration, then expreſs canonization. 


_— W—  -* — 


The ſecond Treatiſe, 


Of HATRED. 


SeR. 1. Its Eſſence, Degrees and Differences. 


"Hat a Comet is among ſtars, Hatred is 
among virtues.ltis a paſſion malign, 
cold, pernicious, deadly , which ever 
broodeth ſome egg of the ſerpent, out of which ir 
produceth infinite diſaſters. It is not content- to 


vent irs poiſon in certain places and times, but ir 


hateth ro the worlds end, yea, as far as eternitie, 
To ſet before your eyes the havock it maketh in a 
ſoul ; it is neceſſarie to underſtand it in all the de- 
orees and dimenſions thereof. For which purpoſe 
you ſhall obſerve, that Hatred being properly an 


g61 


hoſtility of the appetite againſt thoſe things Its naturh 
| Bbbb 


which 
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Irs pro- 
perties. 


Its degrees» 
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which it apprehendeth to be contrarie to its con» 
rentment ; It hath ſome ſimilitude with Choler,but 
there is much difference, as between pieces engra- 
ven, and painted , which may eafily be defaced, 
Choler is more ſudden, more particular, more ar. 
dent, and more eaſie to be cured : Hatred, more 
radical,more general,more extended,more ſad,and 
more remedileſs : It hath two notable . properties, 
whereof, the one conſiſteth in averſion and flight, 


Part 4; 
gree of hatred, which is a humane hatred, con. Humane 
ſented to with deliberation , which putteth it ſelf peat 
into the field ro exerciſe its hoſtilities : here, by 
injuries ; there, by wrangling ; here, by forgerie ; 

there by violence, and by all the wayes which paſ- 

ſion inventeth to do hurt by, Abje& courages hate 

witha coldand cloudie hatred which they long 

hatch in their hearts through impotencie et vindi- 

cative ſtrength, The haughtie and proud do it with j;, aiace« 


the other in perſecution and dammage, There is a 10 noiſe, accompanied with diſdains,affronts, and in- ences 


Hatred of averſion, which is ſatisfied to fly from 
all that is contrarie to it, There is another of Enmi- 
mity, which purſueth and avengeth, and tends to 
the deſtruction of all whatſoever. The firſt pro- 
pertie hateth the evil; the ſecond, wiſheth it to the 
author of the evil, and when it hath once poſſeſſed 
a black ſoul, it maketh terrible progreſſions, and is 
eſpecially augmented by four very conſiderable 
degrees, 


averſion, and a hatred of humour, which is the 
cauſe we have an horrour at all thoſe-things that 
oppoſe natural harmonie, which appears as well in 
the good conſtitution of bodie, as in the corre- 
ſpondencies of ſenſes, and the faculties of the ſoul 
with their obje&s. And although this contrarietie 
be not alwayes evident enough to us, yet there is 
ſome feeling which in the beginning maketh us 
many times to have an averſion from ſome perſon 
whom we never ſaw, and from whom we have ne- 
ver received the leaſt ſuſpition of affront or dam- 
mage : Be it out of ſome diſproportion of body, of 
ſpeech, of behaviour,or whether it be there is ſome 
ſecrer diſaccord ; we often hate, not well knowing 
the cauſe thereof, which verie eafily happeneth to 
the femal ſex. For, women being full of imagina= 
ions; the vivacitie of fancy furniſheth them with 
infinite many ſpecies of conveniences and incon= 
veniences that cauſe a diverſitie of humours which 


ſolencie. All they who love themſelves tenderly, 
perpetually ſwarm in hatreds and averſions, ſeeing 
themſelves countre-buffed and croſſed in a thou= 

ſand objeas which they paſlionately affeR, All 

the molt violent hatreds come out of love; and y,tred of 
namely, when lovers, the moſt paffionate, ſee 1ove- 
themſelves to be deſpiſed; deſpair of amitie, tran- 

ſports them to an outrageous hatred, finding they 

have afforded love the molt precious thing that is 


Firſt,it beginneth in certain ſubjeRs by a ſimple 20 in our diſpoſe, to receive ſcorn, 


There are likewiſe who, without receiving any 
injurie, begin to hate out of weariſomneſs in love, 
and coming to know the defeRs of ſuch as they 
had the molt ardently loved ; they take revenge 
upon the abuſe of their own judgement, by the quintir. 
evil diſpoſition of their own will, and do as thoſe 9+ :7- 
people who burnt the Gods they had adored. proximorm 
Whether hatred ariſes out of a wearie love, or *#* "4- 


Ben . - Jum :que 
whether it proceeds from an irritated love , it is ents 


30 ever to be feared : and there are not any worſe 7% we” 


averſions in the world, then thoſe which come prey 
from the ſources of amitie. 2nixt;lian hath alſo 277. of A 
obſerved, That the Hatreds of neighbours are en- corſtrats 
mities #rrecoverable, and wounds which never are bog 
cured, becauſe bands woven by fleſh,bloed,and bowels, didutsſed 
cannot be untied, but by making a ruptare remedileſs, 
Out of this ſecond degree oft=times a melancho.. Melancho- 
lick Hatred ſprouteth, which the Grecians call | bug mg 


n-ha- 
man-hating, which is an Hatred bred in feeble, t*<4- y 


very {cldom makea good harmony; but if they do, 4, black, ugly, and ulcered ſouls in the world, who, 


it is ever calic enough to be diſturbed, 

There are loves and hatreds which cannot be 
put on and put off, as eaſily as a man would do a 
ſhirt, which teacheth us it is very hard to make 
one to love by command, as if we went about to 
introduce love by cannon- ſhots. The firſt degree 
of Hatred is properly called Antipathy, and is ſo 
ceneral in nature that ir paſſeth into things inani- 
mate, and into brute beaſts, which are no ſooner 
born, but they exerciſe their enmities and warin 
the world, A little chicken, which yer drags her 
ſhell after her, hath no horrour at a hoſe, not at an 
elephant, which would ſeem ſo terrible creatures to 
thoſe that know not their qualities ; but it already 
feareth the kite, and doth no ſooner eſpy him, but 
it haſteneth to be hidden under the wings of the 
hen. Drums made of ſheep-skins crack (as it is 
ſaid) if another be ſtrucken near them, made of a 
woolf's hide; and ſuch as are made'of thesKkin of a 


© ful ſolitudes, where the 


to be revenged of their miſhaps, extend (as it were) 

their averſions over total Nature, You ſee men 

pale, meagre, hideous, who being unable to en- 

dure a reaſonable yoke which God hath put about 

their necks, or finding themſelves to be disfavour- 

ed in their ambitions, endeavours,and pretenſions; 

ſteal out of all amities, out of all companies, hiding pjn.1. is. 
themſelves, not in thoſe glorious Hermitapes of cap: *- 


Religion, where heavenly ſouls are; but in ſhame- ,,;4.m 
buſie themſelves to feed vers. 
on gall,and gnaw ſome heart, in imagination, ſince — 
they bave not been able to transfix it with iron. /epenn, 


lingua vi- 


Others grow np like poiſons with the tongue of a ſer= brat; ubeſ- 
penxt,which is ever in ation, They have a Phtifich of 9% anim 


"I" contrata 
ſpirit that gnaws,burns,and conſumeth them: ſo that adurit, cut- 


_ antium 
they have no other profeſſion in their life but to blame covry ac 


all which is done, becoming like unto thoſe il preſa- dirmm 
ging night-birds which caſting forth boading 9m, mo- 


do tenebris 


ſerietches in the dead time of might, as if they envis quque ſus 


camel {are horſes. The lion is troubled at thecrow: 69 ed us darkneſs and the ſweetue(s of repoſe, Such was ©," 


ing of a cock, Cabbages and herb=grace cannot 
endure each others neighbour-hood, ſuch enmitie 
they have ; and a thouſand other ſach like things 
are obſerved in nature, wherein there are ſuch ex= 
preſs and irreconcileable hatreds. 

If man, who ſhould moderate his paſſions by 
reaſon, ſuffers himſelf to run into Antipathies and 
natural averſions, and doth not repreſs them by 
virtue , it falleth our ; they increaſe, and are in- 


N00um 


the diſeaſe of Diocleſian and Tiberius , when they quiet: invi- 
retired from the Court to hide themſelves in ſolita- ©" 
rie places,as ſerpents among thorns.Laſily,this Ha- 

tred ever fomented, if it fall upon men powerful 

and factious ; it maketh tyrants of them who paſs 

to the degree of brutiſhneſs and execrable Barba- 

riſm, which cauſeth ſome to eat hearts ſtark raw, 

others to diſentomb the dead, and to exerciſe cru- 

eltie on thoſe who have nothing common with the 


fAamed out of intereſt, contempt, ſlander, ill man- 70 living:others,to invent torments never ſeen, beard, 


ners, Outrages,offences, or out of ſimple imagina- 
gens of offence, which then cauſeth a ſecond de- 


nor imagined; others,to make themſelves goblets of 
the heads of their enemies, therein ſtill to drink re- 


venge, 


Part 4. 


yenge, as ofren as they do wine, as did Alboinus a 
monſter worthy of the horrour and execration of 
all men, See here ſomewhat near,the eſſence,quali= 
ries, diviſion,cauſes, and effe&s of hatred. 


SeR. 2. T hat the confideration of the goodneſs of the 
heart of God ſhould dry wp the reot of the Hatred 
of a neighborr. 


Et us now dazlethe eyes of this furie by the 


\ The Paſſions of Hatre7, 
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to great miſchjefs, and which daily maketh us to 
hate,and curſe them : but God hateth nothing,nor 
curſeth any thing,but what he is nor, and he is all, onty Gn 
except (in: It is that alone which he eſteemeth bated by 
worthy of the hatred of his heart, which he chaſti= ***" 
ſeth,and which he with an armed hand purſucth to 

the gates of hell, and.beyond the gates of hell. He 
preſſeth continually upon (in, he convinceth, he 

tights againſt it, with no other arms then his juſtice 


ow contemplation of the goodneſs of our celeſtial 10 and ſanGitie,which is an eternal rule, that looketh 


Father, who is the prime model whereon we oughr 
to reform the exorbitancie of our paſſions, 
Dit'g« enim Tet us learn from him to hate nothing, or,if we 
frm mibil mult hate ar all ; let-us enter into the participation 
o4jſti ern of a hatred fit to reſt in the heart of God. The ſo- 
SR” vereign Creator hates not any thing in the world; 
_— wa for,he made all in the world, and as his wiſdom is 


7-tits free from errour, ſo his works are void of repen- 
6 tance, Whence is it (think you) that Antipathies 


round abour on everie lide, condemneth and cen. 
ſureth the works of darkneſs. For asin things arti« 
ficial,all the perfeRion of works conſiſt in the con- 
formitie they have with the rule of the art which 
made them, and all their imperfeQion procezde:h 
from their receſs from the ſame rule, which with- 
out ſpeech or motion declareth the defeRts of ma. 
nufaQures that depart from its dircRion: ſo all the 
good, and all the beaurtie of moral aQions,is,in the 


areto be found in Creatures ? But thar, their ef- 20 correſpondence they hold with reaſon, and the 


ſence being limited to certain conditions and par- 
ticular qualities, they commonly meet with other 
objects of natures quite contrarie to that where- 
with themſelves are endowed ; which cauſeth coun- 
tre-buffs and reſiſtance in encounters,But if a crea 
rure might be found which eminently had all the 
qualities & perfeCtions that are obſerved through- 
out the whole latitude of eſſences, and which had 
thereof made a good temperature within ir ſelf; ir 


eternal law : As all their deformitie and miſhap, 
comes from their Ceparture from this ſame law, 
which is the Juſtice, the Holineſs, ard Eſſence of 
God himſelf, who perpetually tands in oppoſition 
againſt iniquitie, It is it, which he drenched in the 
water of the deluge, which he burnt in the «ſhes 
of Sodom,which he (wallowed in the gulf of Core, 
Dathan, and Abiram, which he tormented by the 
plagues of Pharach, which he gnawed by worms in 


would not hate any bodie, but rather within it ſelf zo the perſon of Herod, which he conſumed by ordure 


accord all contrarieries, 
—_— Now that which we cannot give to creatures 
vineEſ. Piece-meal,no not in our a imagination, God poſ- 
ſenceex- ſeſſeth in groſs from all eternitie.For within a moſt 
evprt recom ,. POLO 
Antipa- {imple eſſence, and one ſole form of Divinitie, he 
wy. involveth all eſſences, all forms and perfeRions of 
creatures, Which in him are exalred and deified : 
which is the cauſe he hated nothing that he made, 
he deſpiſerh nothing, he accounts no:hing unwor- 


thy the care of his Providence, even to the leaſt 40 


worm of the earth. He is nor like thoſe nice and 

curious men who are diſtaſted with all that is not 

for them. As he is all, he loveth all, and communi- 

cateth himſelf ro all creatures according to their 
» 0:32 u. A1POſItiON. 


mm ſunt nm O God: what ſay we,when we ſpeak of theÞ Ef- 
eo, cum ſence of God? Al things are 11 Godzthe ſame form 


Deo, nec 
= —_— of the Divinity which makes him great , maketh him 
au: ſapiens. by the ſame means, good,wiſe,juſt and all he is by his 


ns * proper Eſſence. 


bonwz nec named the Divine, faith, Ir is only in hims to com- 


[mag , prehend in his boſom all the Eſſences whereof he 3s the 


bec -omnia ſozrce of Origins And S. Zeno addeth, That he alone 


eſt, quam ;.} F'ByY $: , G 
Dew. is before ail things, becauſe all things are contained 


Bern.ſer.8. in his hands ; he of himſelf is what he is, and there 
in Cante 75 none but be who krioweth himſelf is all the dimen- 
$4 Vf gons of the perfection which ſcience may have. All 
* #2:19the Attributes of God make in him bur one per=- 
T0" fetion ; all creatures which are ia the heavens, the 
Coy 7% ea 

4 _ ſence. He united all in himſelf, and for this he lo- 
Orar.Na- Veth all, and regardeth all chings created, as raies of 
_ _=_ his lighc, and tokens of his bountie. Hemlock, aco- 
gener. ver- Nite, and aſpicks, and ſo many other miſchiefs in 
ame DACUTC, Arc Cvils but in appearance, and benefits in 
omvia, quo {ubltance, as $- Angnſtine- verie pertinently gif. 
wam 11% courſeth, There is not ſo much as poiſon in the 


ſo foe ns ſcorpion which is not good; although ir be nor 
niazex Je eſt, 


—_— Fa good for us, it is ſo much good forthe ſcorpion, 


ſerns- 


pn | is the diſproportion of our nature,it is fin, which 


moribus hath in us changed ſo many excellent bleſlings in- 
anicn, 


Ka 


and ſtenches in Aztiechns, which He puniſhed with 
Sibbersand tormenting wheels in ſo many offen= 
ders, which he ſtill rortureth to all eternitie, ſunk 
down into the abyſs of the damned, and it is it,out 
which he produceth his glorie, whence he raiſcth 
h.s trophies. and makes his triumphs to be by cſ- 
ſence and nature, a perpetual enemy and a deſtroy- 
er of fin, O magniticent hatred! O glorious enc- 
my ! O crivmphant perſecution ! | 
Let us enter with God into this communitie of 
glorie, let us hate fin (as he doth) by him, and for 
himzlet us deſtroy it in our ſelves by penance,let us 
deſtroy it out of our ſelyes by our good examples, 
let us deftroy it by a good reſolution, ſince Jeſus 
hath deſtroyed it with ſo much pain & blood. How 
can welove ſucha monſter, butby hating God ? 
And how can we hate God, but by making our 
ſelves worſe then devils? For if they hate him,they 
bare an avenging God, a puniſhing God. And we 


The great Divine S. Gregory, {ir- 50 will hate a God that ſecks us, a loving God, and 


hate him after ſo many execrable puniſhments of 
fin which we have before our eyes; and hate him 
afcer he hath offered himſelf up for vs in the great 
ſacrifice of love and patience, Is not this intolle- 
rable? We will employ ſome part of our life 
to revenge aninyurie, and to hate a man, as if we 
had roo much of it to hate ſin » we make a ſhew 
ro honour the Maſter, and we kill his ſervants; we 
make profeſſion to adore the. Creatour , and we 


air, On the earch, and in the ſea, are but one Eſ- 6o tear his images aſunder, Where are we, and whac 


do we, when we make a divorce between our likes 
ro diſunite our ſelves from the firſt Unitie, which 
draw:th all co it ſelf by union ? 


SeR. 3. T hat Jeſus gronnded all the greateſt Myſtes 


ries of -onr Relinion upon Union to care Hatred, 


LEr vs contemplate our ſecond model, let us 
behold our Jeſus, and we ſhall learn, that 
all the greateſt myfteries of his life and death, 


ixs x1 con. th1t take away his poiſon, you tske away his life..-70 are myſteries of Union, to unite.us to him, to unite 


vs to his Father, to unite us to our ſelyes with ſa- 
cred and indifſoluble bands, 


Bbbb 2 Firſt, 
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firſt, all_creatures of this great Univerſe were 

12de by the Word, in the Unitie of Beginning. He 

[rake to us by his Son, whom he bath eſtabliſhed the 

wredom heir of the whole univerſe , by whom likewiſe he 
x iiverſw®z created the worlds. Secondly, all the parts of this 


Part 4; 
Incarnation of the word, the chief Sacrament of 

union which thou profaneſt ; Againſt the ſacra. 

ment of the Euchariſt dreadful to Angels, which 

our Saviour inſtituted to unite us 2s grains of 

Corn are vnited in the Hoaſt which ſerveth as a 

baſis co this Myſterie, and thou wilt fruſtrate the 
counſels of 7eſu5,deſpiſe the blood wherewith thou 

wert regenerated, ſeparate thy ſelf from the bodie, 

from whence thou canſt not be divided, but b 


be ſeparated,but joyn together in a manner ſo ad= 10 making thy ſelf a companion for devils ? Senſleſs 


Fs great All,were ſo ſtreightly tyed one to the other, 

ſeuls, that they never have ſuffered the leaſt diſunion,and 
although many ſeem to have antipathy, and reci- 
procally to purſue each other; yet they will not be 
herent, that he who ſhould go about to diſunite 
one Element from another;all theſe great pieces of 
the world would infinitely firive beyond their 
qualitie to repleniſh its place worthily, and to 
leave nothing void. 

-_ And it is a wonder, that from the beginning of 


cones, the world,all thipgs are held together by this Di- 
Torewn yine Tie, Concord, which in its nnion cauſeth the 
ap. happineſs of the world, and theſe ſacred influences of 
_ 1.4» 
Plin.l. 36- 
cap. 17» 


the parts of the univerſe, All this great bodie re- 
ſembleth the ſtone Scyrus which floateth on the 
water while it is whole, and (inks into the bottom, 
ſo ſoon as it is broken. This is the cauſe why all 
creatures have from all times conſpired,and do ſtill 
daily conſpire with inviolable inclinations in the 
maintenance of this concord, that the celeſtial and 
elementarie world may ſub(iſt in a ſtate unchange- 
able. There is none but Angel and Manin the in- 


man ! by what God, by what Sacrament wilt thou 
ſwear, after thou haſt profaned (not out of ſudden 
choler, but by premeditated hatred) the God of 
peace, and the Father of unions? What a life of an 
Ow! is it to reſolve to live perpetually without ſee- 
ing ſuch a guru and to be reconciled unto bim; 
and to be ſatisfied with only faying,he wiſhed him 
no ill, becauſe he will not tear his heart out of his 
belly ? Noble and illuſtrious ſouls who bear the 


love, have woven eternal chains to tie indifſolably all 20 charaRer of the living God, will you not riſe up 


againſt this life of a Typer and a Leopard, to enter 
into the ſweetneſles and communications of Jeſus, 
who ſhut up his cranſirorie life,by ſealing with his 
blood the pardon he gave to his enemigg? *' 
SeR. 4. Of three notable ſonrces of hatred, and of 
politick remedies proper for its cure, 
WE peradventure take t00 high a flight in The- 
ological proofs ; I will deſcend lower, and 
touch remedies more ſecular for ſuch as arcin the 


relle&tual world, who have made falſe accords, and 30 praRice of humane life, You ſhall obſerve, that it 


have begun to ſow diyiſion, the one in Heaven, 
Joh.17-21+ the other in terreſtrial Paradiſe. He who placed it 
hence mot in heaven,'is baniſhed into the abyſs, without re- 
ficw tx Pa- coyerie ; the other is ſuccoured by a Redeemer, 
=: Whocameto reſtore the lot world, and he in Saint 
 Fehn profeſleth, he aimed at nothing but Unitie to 

make this reparation. 
For this cauſe (ſaith S. Maximps) he united 
himſelf to hamane Nature, not by a ſimple union 


S. Max.ſ(c- 
cunda 
cent. 146, 
147» 
ineffable knot of Hypoſtarical union, conjoyning 
two Natures in one ſole Perfon, and by making a 
communication of all he is, to his humane Nature, 
tranſplanted into the Divine. For this, he likewiſe 
doth daily unite himſelf to us in the Sacrament of 
the Altar, a true Sacrament of Love, where, if we 
Kneſy Will ſpeak with $. Cyr4/, we ſay, that God is difſol- 
-xitag ved into us,as One piece of wax melted and poured 
7 Knes, together with another ; and if we will reaſon with 
hue: fleſh, as a molt ſacred Leaver to ſeaſon the whole 
hom. 46. maſs of humane Nature: It is that, which in us 
des ſhould work that virtue, which the great Areopa- 
Site calleth-a Conformitie of affe&ions aud man- 
2. bers, drawing near to Divinitie: It is that which 
Fe giveth the name of pace to the holy Euchariſt, 
at Tag. With S.Cyprian;and that which ſo united the Chri- 
o.. ſtians in the Primitive Church, that they went 
\, fromthis myſterious Table, as from a banquet of 


20.29. 39- pure flames of perfe& amitie; whereat the Pagans 
2:7, who ſaw them, cried out, See how they love anc- 


—_ ther | Behold hew ready are they to die one for anc* 


ditgentvide ther | as we have ſaid, 


wpos-  Andyetthou(O man) wilt play the hobgob- 
; y red ling, bate a man, and hate him in cold blood, yea, 


TRIG hate him determinately, and hate him irrecon= 
#%'* cileably. Sceſt thow not, that remaining in this diſ- 
poſition of a devil,thou doſt thruſt as much as thou 


is moſt expedient to know the ſources of Hatred, 
to apply fit remedies ; and fince thoſe moſt ordina- 
rily bear ſway, proceed from Humour,Reaſon,and 
Intereſt, it is good to adapt to eyerie paſſion,that, 
which is moſt proper to the cure thereof. 

Hatreds of Humour and natural Antipathy,are matreds of 
veric hard to be cured in thoſe who guide them- h=7ours 
ſelves by the ſenſes; the beſt remedie is to adviſe they are to 
them to ſeparation who hate in this manner, ſo t<p4**- 


of will, of love, and of correſpondence: but by the 4o much as affairs, occaſions, and civil reaſons may 7 


permit : For,as there be certain natures which can- 
not endure the preſence of ſome creatures, but that 
they feel ſome notable alteration (witneſs thoſe 
who are effrighted, being ſhut up in a chamber, 
with a Cat,which they are ſenſible of before they 
ſee her, by inſtantly changing hue and counte- 
nance; and others who are terrified at a ſpider, ov 
ſome other venomous creature : ) ſo, there are ſpi- 
rits ſo contrarie, that mutual preſence cauſeth di- 


Cyr. ia S, Joby Chryſeſtom,vre ſay,He giveth us his virginal 5o ſturbances in them, which are not abſolutely in 


their power to repreſs. Able: 
Atrila, the ſcourge of the world, who made the ria fea# 
wholeearth to tremble under the lightning of his #5 
arms, feared not any thing in all nature, but the 
ſole countenance of Zcrcon ; wherewith he was ſo 
moved, that he thereby became ungrateful. We 
muſt ſomerimies in theſe matters give way to natu- 
ral inclinations, when they riſe to ſo great a vio= 
lence. AndI cannot approve of thoſe ; who for 


cypr. ep. Love, after which they breathed nothing bur moſt 60 worldly wealths ſake, marry ſuch together as have 


as much correſpondence as the ape & the tortoiſe, 

who naturally hate another. And although they 
perſwade themſelves that theſe averſions of humour 

will waſte with time, yet this happeneth bur to 

thoſe who are infinitely virtuous, But, if vice and pare. z, 
profit become parties in the buſineſs; then do we . 
ſee batreds irreconcileably ariſe between man and ron. 4. E 
wife. S.Bernardiz,in his fourth Tome, fix and thir- ſr-6. 


tieth Sermon, ſpeaketh ofa marriage made by ſur- 3nd I 


canſt the knife of diviſion into the boſom of God 70 priſal,for the accomodation of a family , without S-3emr4#n 
bandying againſt unitie in contempt of the firſt of any diſpoſition of the parties; which was the cauſe, bad marie 


unities ? Seeſt thou not, thou ſinneſt againſt the rhatg verie handſom young man was made ro ** 


bad marti- 


marry 


Part 4. 


marry a maid wich many dzformities of body, pal- 
liated with many impoſtures ; ſo that ſhe appeared 
as thoſe birds who having no body, make them- 
ſelves a pompous dreſs of their en 03 gy above 
all, they had given her chopins, which might of a 
dwarf have made a Colo, But at night ſhe lay- 
ing off all thoſe ber crims, and artificial leaves, the 
husband took ſuch an averſion, that he flew out of 
the nuptial bed, and could never endure her; be- 
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our dying lips with the words our Saviour ſpake a 
thouſand years after, on the croſs, then with thoſe 
he left in this inſtant, as a Teſtament ro his ſon, 
The Jews had naturally great inclinations to re- 
venge;and many ſought to perſwade then ſelves, it 
was by their laws permitted: which is the cauſe this 
great King was nor ſo perfectly free from all the 
leeds of Hatred in the whole courſe of his life. Bur, 
foraſmuch as concerneth this laſt will of his, one 


cauſe he was a young-man, and did not reſolve to 10 may excuſe him for divers reaſons, nor can it be 


love ſo much our of charity, but that he would call 
his eyes to counſel. Here divorce began as ſoon as 
marriage; wherein it was more happy, then in 
thoſe, who after many years of miſeries, madneſs, 
tragedies and (ins, come in the end to ſeparation. 
That which is obſerved in ill-ordered marriages, is 
likewiſe ſeen among many brothers and ſiſters, who 
are full'of contrarieties, which begin almoſt with 
their birth; and when theſe cannot eaſily be over- 


denied an a of juſtice to pur Foab to death, who 
had defiled his hands with the blood of two inno- 
cent Princes; bur it is ſtrange, that David reſerved 
this ſo rough a puniſhment for him afcer fourtie 
years of great and ſingular ſervices, when he was 
abour threeſcore andren years old. Yet Theodore T5 
brings a reaſon of ſtate ſor it; wherein he ſheweth, Rewngci- 
that Foab being in hiniſelf a great Captain, was @y9;, 
withall daring in his manners, and tyrannical in 


come, parents do not amiſs to ſeparate them, and 20 his undertakings z and had alrezdy made it but tco 


breed them in ſundry houſes, that continual pre- 
ſence may not encreaſe enmitie, 

Do we not ſeeit is an induſtrie in nature to 1n- 
terpoſe great rivers, ſeas,and mountaing,almoſt in- 
acceſfible, between people, who are of humour, 
manners,and cuſtoms extremely different? Follow- 
ing which principle, I do not think we ſhould con= 
rtinually urge with eagerneſs a' ſick man to ſee 
thoſe againl{t whom he hath (as it were) an'invin- 


much appear, that he meant to embroil the ſlate 
after the death of his Maſter,and to fet A4donija up- 
on the throne, to the prejudice of Solomos : which 
was the cauſe that David, who ſought fixedly to 
eſtabliſh the Kingdom upon his lawful ſucceſſour. 
counſelled him to take him away by a juſt puniſh- 
ment of other crimes which he had commirted. And 
as for Shimei, who had ſurcharged him with inju- 
ries and curſes, when,afterward he returned yiRto- 


cible antipathy; but rather ro be contented with 30 rious into 7ernſalew , he came before him, cra« 


other teſtimonies, by which he declares, he enter- 

taineth no deliberate hatred. I fay this with re- 

ard to necellity, and hamane infirmities. For it is 

molt certain, that a ſoul cruly Chriſtian ſhould ad- 

vanceits ations to the higheſt top of Generoſity. 

_._ Andalthough(to ſpeak humanely) we ſeldome 

= find Orphew's,who with their Harp do accord crea- 

ago, de- tures very different, yet is the grace of the Goſpel 

:-m þ able tO make wolves 'to cohabit with lambs, and 
»bere ſuper children to ſport in the cavern of an Aſpick. 

Mts, As for Hatred, upon reaſon, which cauſeth one 

Reaſons- 10 hate evil and the wicked, out of 2ea] or indigna- 

Airs 4- £i0n ; It is much more nice ; and ſometimes there 

tuſion. are ſpiritual perſons who infinitely flatter them- 

ſelves therein, thinking they have reaſon to hate, 

alchough they have no other ground bur a falſe 

report, and a lie, whereof they will not be cured; 

thinking to do that through zeal, which they aRt 

out of mere revenge. There is no doubt but one 


ving pardon of his fault with lowly ſubmiſſion, 
which ſtayed David,ant made bim ſwear he ſhould 
not die for it ; which ſeemeth to convince him of 
perjurie, when he commanded his ſon Solomos to 
kill him. I cannot approve Toſtatrs his diſtinRion, 
who ſaith,When perſons, very different in the qua- 
lities of their rights treat together, that he who 
hath juſtice on his ſide, may promiſe things with 
an intention not to perform them, as the other 


40 meaneth them. For verily the permiflion of this 


manner of captious proceedings would throw a 
diſtruſt upon all treaties, Bat it is eaſe to ſee that 
David in this occaſion, beholding himſelf to be ac- 
compliſhed with joy and glory, when Shimes came 
to caſt himſelf at his feet, and that Abi/bai counſel- 
Jed him inſtantly to put him to death, he ſwore he 
ſhould not die, and that the alacritie of a day ſo 
pleaſing ſhould not be purpled with humane 
blood + fo that he had no further purpoſe, but to 


may,and ought ro hate vice and the vitious 3 yet $0 aſſure Shimei for the time preſent, and ro promiſe 


mult he ever in them loye the image of God, and 
the reſemblance ' of humane nature, which is thac 
Perſelio 09 yerfeRt Hatred whereof the Kingly Prophet ſpake, 
Pſal.138. according to S. Azgrſtine. But we meeting not 
with vices, which, like P/ate's Idea's, are not tied to 
perſons; it is dangerous, leſt ſeeking to pull them 
away, we be more paſſionate againſt the party 
who hath chem, then againſt all che moſt abomina- 
ble iniquities.We muſt not believe our ſelves,when. 


him impunirie in this conjunRtion of Kingdom and 
affairs. But when he ſaw this ſpirit was iofolenr, 
and like alſo ro occaſion trouble in the young 
King, he did not abſolutely command ( as Cajetar 
obſerveth) ro pur him to death for what was paſt, 
which had been pardoned ; but not to ſpare him in 
new occaſions of commotion : as aQtually Solomon 
( following the intentions of the King his father ) 
troubled him not upon his flanders ; but upon an- 


there is queſtion of ſome important puniſhment, 60 other occurrent. Now although one may alwzies 


nor ſuch as are born to flatter our likings with ro0 
much ſervitude; but thoſe Angels for our counſel- 
lours, if it be poſſible, who are disintangled from 
the matter of Intereſts. There are fome who uſe to 
fortifie themſelves in their reſolutions by the de- 
porcments of thoſe who are held for Sainrs in the 
Church, and do readily alledge the examples of 
David,who,being upon his death-bed, recommen- 
ded to his ſon Solomen the puniſhment of Foab and 


give colour to the Hatred, which is undertaken up- 
on conſideration,and that it be ſometimes necefla« 
ry for the extirpation of the wicked; yer mult we 
more incline to clemencie then juſtice, in all which 
concerneth our ſelves. 

For Hatreds of Intereſt, which concern eſtates j1;jrea of 
and honour, they many times in theſe daies are in- intereſt. 
curable, if they be not accompanied with fome 
reaſonable ſatisfaRion. Ir is a thing very remark- 


Queſtion Shimei. But we muſt bere conſider that David is 70 able,that our Saviour,who accordeth elements,and Luk-12.74 
Af of D, pacifierh total Nature, would not undertake the 
agreement of two brothers opon the Re of 

INEIC 


2& of Da- NOLA man impeccable to ſerve as a pattern for all 
wide our ations; and that it is ever better to conſecrate 
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their patrimony. Nay, there are ſome now-a-daies 
ſo greedie and fleſhed in prey, that for a fingers 
bread.h of land they would oppoſe eſs Chriſt, if 
he ſhould viſibly come to mediate their reconcilia- 
tion ; Aﬀcer a thouſand reaſons which may be al- 
ledged for peace and good correſpondence, they 
derive but one conclulion out of it, which is, to 
have their will. For which cauſe, God chaſtiſeth 
them , and very often permitteth diſſipation of 
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and to give information of them, that either their 
enenth may be puniſhed, or their valour ap- 
proved. It ſeems to me that theſe proceedings be. 
ing well obſerved, might be of power to ſtifle this 
fatal plague, which hath cauſed ſo many miſchiefs, . 
For we mult not wholly take away point of hv. 
nour from the Nobility, no more then from wo« 
men. Now as virtuous women account it not a 
point of honour to be faithful to an Amoriſt, bur 


g00ds, ruine of families, and many other accidents 10 ro a husband : ſo it is not fic that real gentlemen 


which ſtain their conſciences, and tarniſh their re= 
putation. As on the contrary ; he bleſſerh the chil- 
dren of peace, who forgo ſomewhat of their inter= 
eſt to acquire this ineſtimable treaſure. It is almoſt 
as hard to preſerve charity in a great ſuit, as to 
maintain fire in the water, or under earth to keep 
inextinguible lamps. He who will perſiſt with a 
Suits;theic conſcience indifferently Chriſtian, muſt never de- 


navur- ſcend into ſuits but with a leaden pace, and come 


ſhould think themſelves valiant by the practice of 
a crime, but by the exerciſe of a virtue. As the firſt 
invention of Duels grew out of an opinion of 
point of honour x ſo muſt it die by a true judge- 
mebt of honour, which proceedeth not ſo much 
from DoRours,as Captains, When the Gladiaztours 
were in vogue, and that it was accounted a glori- 
ous thing to deſcend into the Amphitheatre to 
fight againſt men and beaſts ; all the world was in- 


ſcriptiow® QUt of them with the wings of an Eagle. Suits are 20 flamed therewith as with fury, and not ſo much as 


as the ſons of Chass and night, there is nothing in 
them but confuſion and darkneſs, It is a mixture of 
all evils, which hath the hear of fire,the threars,the 
roaring thunders and tempeſts of the air, the rocks 
of the ſea, the talons of birds of rapine, and rave- 
nous throart of fiſhes, the gall of ſerpents, the fury 
of ſalyage beaſts, and the malignitie of poiſons. 
Before it, ever walketh the delire of anothers 
goods; by its ſide, deceit, revenge, injultice, falſ- 


women but would be pirtakers. 

This manner of maſſacres alſo bare ſway ſome- 
times in the times of Chriſtianity, until the Empe- 
rour Honorius, who buried them, after ſo many 
eloquent tongues had, to Princes and Magiſtrates, 
repreſented the horrour of thoſe ſo barbarous 
actions : ſo we ought to hope, that the King, to 
whom God hath given the plenitude of ſo many 
and ſo admirable bleſfings, will cultivate the Palm 


hood.and treachery: after it,repenrance, povertie, 30 which he already hath planted by his victory over 


ſhame and infamy. As war is made for peace,{o we 
ſometimes undertake ſuits for juſtice; and thoſe are 
honeſt men, who deſire.it : but they who at this 
preſent do it with all ſincerity, are the greatelt 
Saints of this age, who ſeem to be given by God to 
mortifie civil hatreds, and ro eſtabliſh minds in 
concord. | 

Afeer ſuits, Hatred brings forth another miſchief, 
which is, Duel, a true Sacrifice of Moloch, which 


Duel. 


Duels, and will cover under earth and forgerful- 
neſs this infamy of mankind. I ſatisfie my ſelf with 
giving this advice ;, having treated on this ſubject 
in the ſecond Tome of the Holy Conrt. 


SeR.5. Natural, and Moral Remedies againſt this 
Paſſion, 


[þ you require Remedies and inſtructions both 
Natural and Moral againſt Hatred ; Know that 


hath coſt France ſo much blood , mothers and 4o the Philoſophers, who conſider all according to the 


wives ſo many tears, which filleth families with for- 
row, friends with grief, ages with horrour, and 
hearts the moſt reaſonable, with the dereſtation of 
ſuch a Crime, 

Means to The edicts of our moſt Chriſtian King ( which 

eacious re. Rave had more force then all other ) have ſerved 

medy in in ftead of a Faſper-ſtone to ſtanch blood : But ne- 
ver would a remedy abſolutely efficacious be had 
therein, were it not that the King (who is the true 


courſe of Nature, teach us that ſome have rebated 
and blunted the points of this cold and maligne 
Paſſion, one while by living with hot and moiſt 
viands, another while, by conſideration of the 
joyes and proſperities which God hath given them 
in divers negotiations and accidents of affairs; 
thinking it not reaſonable to employ thetime in 
hatred, which was too ſhort to enjoy the benigni- 
ties of heaven, Others have cured themſelves by 


Arbiter of honour, and diſtributer of glories ) did 50 converſation with good company, which is one of 


not pour a ſtrong influence of his ſpirit upon the 
Marſhals of France, thoſe great Captains ; and all 
the bravemen who wield a ſword : by which he 
lively and powerfully perſwadeth the whole Nobi- 
lity, that this opinion conceived of the valour of 
thoſe who fight Dyels, is a meer illuſion; ſince it 
may becommon to lackies, and to the moſt abje&t 
conditions, Beſides, there is need ofa ſtrong and 
ſpeedy military juſtice to accord differences of men 


the ſweetelt charms of life ; Others, by hope, and 
the deſire they had to derive favour from the ſelf- 
ſame party who had offended them ; another while 
alſo,by a courteous interpretation of words and 
ations which had raiſed the fame hatred : Laſtly, 
by the change of thoſe whom they hated before, 
ſeeing them rather to be raiſed in great innocency, 
or fallen into deep miſeries, which made them de- 
rive from mercy that ſatisfation they could not 


of war, and to chaſliſe ſo many petty inſolencies 60 expe& from revenge : Bur if they from nature 


which ſeem to ariſe from nought, but to put af. 
fronts on men of honour : Otherwiſe it is hard to 
perſwade a ſword-men to forbear revenge, ſeeing 
himſelf provoked by oatrages, which would make 
him to live diſhonoured ( according to the world) 
in his profeſſion. And as for theſe ſl:ght ſouldiers 
of .Caamzwus, whoſe fingers itch, and who ground 
Duels upon the wind of a word, to let the world 
know they are tied to a ſword; It were very good' 


have begged ſome comfort for their paſtion, and 
have not been fruſtrated of their attempt in the 
praQtice of the means; How much better helps 
have we, then they ever had;(ince that beſides thoſe 
natural remedies, which are not alwaies certain, we 


 have'the grace, and example of 7eſus Chriſt. . 


Will-you efficaciouſly remedy Hatred ? Learn who loves 


; y + bimfelf 
not to love your ſelf ſo paſſionately as you do ; Mmielt 


| For chat is the cauſe that you make of your ſelf a hath no 


ro ſend them into armies, and ro recommend them 70 little Jdo!; and that the leaſt word which feemsto ffien*: 
ro ſome prudent Captain, who may put them into 


ſome good occaſion to make trial of their courage, 


be let ſlip againſt you,many times, nor oi purpoſe, 
nor wich intention, grieveth you, as if by diſplea- 


ling 


Part 4. The Paſſions of Hatred, 


ſing your Chymera's, a Divinitie were offended : 
That is the cauſe that you have burning and en- 
raged deſires towards money,and the frivolous ho+ 
nour of the world, ſo that one cannot touch you 
on this ſide, but he {trikes che apple of your eye. 
” Learn, as a wholeſom inſtruction, thoſe words of 
pps {be Propher Aggeus. Ton have haſined to go into 
wſquiſque your 03 houſe with contempt of mine,for which cauſe 
n domam T have ſtayed the clouds i» the heavens from diftilling 
foes: prod 
bu; jm: _ your felf ſo mbch, you ſhall never have love nor 
rent rorem. friends, $o long as you think upon nothing but to 
rarſe your houſe and fortune on the ruines of the 
houſes and fortunes of others, you ſhall be depri- 
ved of the dew of heaven, which is that Conſola- 
tion of the juſt, which they tind in charitie. 
Exerciſe Secondly make account to compoſe your ſelfto 
of pati- a noble exerciſe of patience, which is to tolerate 
ence the defects and imperfeRions of your like ; be- 
holding them, not on the ſide where they do you 20 
wrong, but on that where they have connexion 
with God : and upon everie offence you receive, 
ſay, This man is troubleſom, but he is the image of 
God ; He is violent, but it is he mult crown my 
patience; He is vicious, but he is my fleſh and 
blood : Let us hare his vice, bur love the man, al- 
though he deferve it not : Ler us love him in the 
heart of God, ſince we cannot love him out of his 
own merit. S+?oh» kiſſed the hand of an Apoſtate, 
and a Thief, covered all over with blood, to oblige 30 
him, by whom he was traiterouſly difobliged ; and 
I cannot ſhew the leaſt token of amitie, rowards 
one, who hath ſpoken one cold word to me.S. K a- 
tharine ſuck'd away the matter and filth of the ul- 
cer of an infamous ſlanderer, who had detrated 
1p ber withall manner of virulence, after infinite ma- 
porta per ny benefits ; and I cannotendure ſo much as to ſee 
Jred uy One Who hath diſpleaſed me, as if I were created to 


m Sans live free from all worldiy contrarieties. I, who 
ſandorum, E 
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ſatisfie your own revenge : but, pardon a deplo- 
rable widow and her little innocent orphans who 
implore your mercy, The moſt ſalvage ſpirits were 
ſo ſoftned by this a, that all their hatred turned + 
into pitie; yet you hopor ms ſtill perfiſt to hate 
a man after his death to perſecute him in a part of 
himſ&f,to tear him in pieces in his living members. 
O good God,if you renounce not this revenge, you 
will be uſed like Caiz , as an enemy of mankind, 


dows thtir dew upon the earth, So long as you love 10 and a hang-man of Nature! O flame ! O love 10 


God! As thou art diſperſed throughour ns by love; 
ſo baniſh all theſe curſed Hatreds of hell,and make 


us loveallin thy goodneſs, to poſſeſs all in thy 
fruition. 


Sect. 6. Of the profit may be drawn from Hatred aud 
the conrſe we muſt hold to be freed from the 
Danger of being Hated. 


x now remains to conſider here,what pro. Utility of 
fir may be derived from hatred,and with what 
Oeconomie it may be husbanded, to render it in 

ſome ſort profitable : and in caſe it be hurtful ; to 
prevent its aſſaglts, and ſweeten its acerbities, ]f 

the induſtrie of men forind out the way to make 
preſervatives out of the moſt dangerous poyſons; 

why ſhould it be impoſlible for us to make ſome 
notable utilities to ariſe our of a paſſion, which 
ſeems not to be created, but for the dammage and 

ruine of all things ? yet itis certain, that Nature 
(which never is idle in its produRtons) hath given 

it us for a great good. For it may ſerve love well 
rectified in its pretentions,it furniſheth it with ſen- 
tinels,and light-horſe, to hinder that which oppo- 

ſeth its inclication, and to ruineall contrarieties 
bandied againſt its contentments. How often would 
Nature throw it ſelf out of ſtupidity into uncertain 


dangers and moſt certain miſchiefs,werc it not that 


natural averſion did awaken it,did avert it from its 
miſerie, and inſenſibly ſhew it the place of repoſe? 


& inxcceſſe COMMiIt ſo many Gns, on the other part, will to 4 Isit not a wholeſom Hatred to hate Pride, Ryor, 


puicriua- day do an aRtof virtue in honour of my Maſter, 

19:4. and in deſpite of paſſion, Let us go to heaven by 

ſ1witr. love, fince we cannot £0 thither by ſufferings. This 

pedo © ts the true gate by which we enter 1uro the ſanttuary, 

1: 381. eternally to enjoy the fight of the inacceſſible beamties 
of the boly and regal Trinity, 

Hear you not the God of peace who ſaith to us, 

Ifthou (O unhappy ſoul) wilt ſtill perfiſt in Ha- 


tred; I pronounce unto thee the (ix puniſhments of 


Ambirion, and all ill Habits? Is it not a reaſonable 
Hatred diſcreetly to fly from maladies,croſſes, in- 
commodities which hurt the bodie and nothing ad- 
vantage the mind?This paffion which in the begin- 
ning ſeemed ſo hideous teacheth vs all this; When 
it is well managed it conſpireth againſt others by 
an according Diſcord, to the lovely Harmonie of 
total Nature. 


One may ſay, there is happineſs,and advantage 


Cain,Baniſhment from the ſight of God, fear, ſtu- 59 to bate many thir$s ; but what profit can one find 


piditie of mind, the life of a beaſt, the malediRion 
of the earth, and (as Precopins addeth) perſecuting 
Angels armed with ſwords of fire, who ſhall purſue 
thee like ſpe&res and ſpirits in all places, and ſhall 
make themſelves viſible, and dreadful to thee at the 
laſt day of thy hfe ? Behold here deſervedly thy in- 
heritance;ſince being mortal,thou makeſt thy ene- 
mies immortal, and doſt fill perſecute the aflited 
widow and her children, who are become orphans 


in paſſive Hatred, which makes a man many times 
to be hated,and ill wiſhed without cauſe or any de- 
merit ? 

To that I anſwer with Saint Ambroſe, that it is That it is 
g00d to avoid ſuch a kind of Hatred,thar it is fit to ds 
makes qnes ſelf to be beloved with all honour by loved. 
good men, and to gain (as much as poſſible) the 
good opinion of all the world,thereby to render ,,,,, 7, 
glorie to God, as Rivers carry their tribute to the retmonum 


after the death of a husband, and a father, whom go Ocean, A publick perſon who is in the employ- wm 


thou hateſt, The ſtrongeſt enmities oft=times are 
appeaſed ar the ſight of a dead bodie and a tomb, 
Joſeph. Which we find exemplified in Foſephns : For, Alex- 
L 3- 0:53 xarder Was extremely hated by the Jews,as having 
example reigned over them with a rod of Iron : But when 
© appeale Qeath had cloſed up hiseyes, and that the Queen 
his w.fe molt ſorrowfully preſented her ſeif,accom- 
pan:ed by two young children, & expoſed the bo- 
die of her husband, ſaving aloud (Sirs) I am nor ig- 


mx [torus 
ments and commerce of the great world, may «tedioe, , 
have all the treaſures of the Indies,and all the dig- _—_ of 
nities of old Rome; but if he have not the love and commer 
500d-will of men, account him moſt indigent and Fs - 
poor :' Thence it is-that confidence taketh begin» vere 


alienus, 


ning, without which there is no fortune mak<«th ,n 
any notable progreſsion, nor affair which can have _— 
ſuch ſucceſs as might be expeRed. Amber. 1.2, 


It is infinitely profitable for great men, that effic-c-7- 


norant that my husband hath moſt unworthily -© they may divert the Hatred of the people, to have _ 


uſed you, bur ſee to what death hath brought him: 
1f you be not ſatisfied;rear his bodie in pieces, and 


innocencie of life,greatneſs without coatempt of _- - Sas 
inferiours, revenues without injuſtice, riches with- pubtics. 
out 


Admit, an 
admirable 
h 


Klian.1.9. 
de 


Co 16. 
animal. 


How ha- 


rred is to 


diverted. 


Horrible 


example of 


out avarice, pleaſures without ryor, liberty without 
tyranny , and ſplendour without rapine, All the 
rich who live in the ſociety of men, as Pikes, (cal- 
led the tyrants of rivers) in the company of other 
fiſhes, to ruine,devour,and fatten themſelves with 
the bloud of the Commons, are ordinarily molt 
odious : but as there is a certain fiſh, which E/;- 
ans Hiſtory calleth the Adozis of the Sea, becauſe 
it livech bo innocently that it roucherh no livin 

thing, rialy preſerving peace with all the off- 
ſpring of the ſea, which is the cauſe it is beloved, & 
courted as the true darliog of waters : ſo we find in 
the world, men of honour andeſtate, who came to 
eminent fortunes by pure and innocent wayes z 
wherein they demeaned themſelves with much ma- 
rurity, ſweetneſs, and affability, which put them 
into the poſſeſſion of the good opinion of all the 
world. But thoſe who are hated, ought go 
and carefully to conſider from whence this hatred 
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ry fide, as thick, as in Autumn ſwarms of flies 
fleſhed with ſome carrion , ſome covered him all 
over with dirt and filth, others ſqueezed ſpunges 
filled with ordure on his face, others gave him 
blows with clubs upon the head, others pricked 
him with Auls and Bodkins, and divers threw 
ſtones at him,calling bim at every ſtroke.Mad-dog. 
And there was a wicked woman of the dregs ofthe 
vulgar, who threw a pail of ſcalding hot water up- 


Io 0N his head, that his skin pill'd off, Laſtly, they ha- 


ſined to hang him on a gibbet by the feer, expo- 
ſing him to a ſhameful nakedneſs in ſight of all the 
world, and they tormented him to the laſt inſtant 
of death, at which time he received the fayoura- 
ble blow, from a hand which thruſt a ſword 
through his mouth into his bowels, without other 
complaint then to beſeech God to have mercy on 
him. Behold the moſt bloudy effe&s of this cruel 
paſſion, But we ray ſay, if this of the people re- 


proceedeth,and by what wayes it is fomented , that 20 ſemble torrents, that of great and powerful ones 


fit remedies may thereunto be applyed. 

There is a hatred which cometh from equals,ano- 
ther from inferiours, "a third from great ones, and 
ſometimes from powerful and ſubtle women , 
which is little to be feared, That which proceedeth 
from equals, laſteth long, by the counterpoiſe of 
power evenly balanced, and waſteth wretched 
hearts in the ſearch after a curſed revenge, which 
drowneth pleaſure in great acerbities, and many 


1s not unlike thunders and lightnings. 


Many Monarchs may be compared to the moun- Mountain 


tain YVeſuvins near Naples, which (as it is written) 


is ſo fertil, that it yieldeth unto thoſe who manure rim. 


it, a million of gold in revenue ; but when it comes 
to caſt forth its all-inflamed entrals, it oft=times 
makes as much a havock in one day alone, as it 
brings profit in a whole Age. How many perſons 
meet we in ancient and modern Hiſtory, raiſed to 


times, life in bloud, We mult inſtantly labour for 30 flouriſhing eſtate , and enriched with the ſpoils of 


reconciliation, by a juſt ſatisfaion of the offend- 
ed party, or ſtand vpon our guard, that the ene- 
my may not prevail. The hatred of inferiours to- 
wards great ones, whilſt it is ſpread amongſt the 
confuſions of the multitude, ofc-times long re- 
maineth under ſilence ſhut up, as the impetuous 
current of a River kept in by a trench ; but ſo 
ſoon as it bath liberty, it with ſo much fury over- 
fAloweth, that it turneth men into Tygers and Leo- 


the Univerſe, who in a moment of misfortune have 
loſt the honours and wealth, which in ſo many 
years of favours, they had with full hand amaſied 
together in their houſes ? 


But moſt eſpecially,imperious women are ardent Hatred of 
and exorbitant in their revenges , when a great #9" 


power combincth with Paſſion to repleniſh all 
with diſaſters. Hatred ſhewed it ſelf fierce and inſo- 
lent in Exdoxia againſt S. Fohn Chryſeſtom, furious 


pards, So we ſee in Hiſtories, many miſerable Prin- 40 in 7»ſtiza againſt S. Ambroſe, bitter in Theodora a« 


ces overwhelmed with the hatred of the people, 
with a thouſand inventions of cruelties, which 
force compaſſion from the moſt obdurate, 

All books are filled with theſe diſaſtrous events : 
but I do not think, we can behold a more trapgical 
ſpeRacle of popular hatred, then that which is re- 
preſented by Nicetas in the perſon of Andronicas, 


the hatred Emperour of Conſtantinople, He entred into the 


of the 


"altitude, EMPpire like a Fox, by tyrannical uſurpation, and 


covered his crimes with a dumb Sew of a ſophiſti- 50 


cate devotion, at which time (God the avenger of 
iniquities) was pleaſed to chaſtiſe him with an iron 
rod, and to make him as an example of his juſtice 
to all poſterity. He fell(alive) into the hands of his 
enemy, who having loaden him with injuries and 
contumelies, abandoned him to the people for the 
puniſhment of his perfidiouſneſs. From that time 
he was entertained with all the deſpites, which ha- 
cred and the liberty of doipg all,permitted his ene- 


gainlt Narſes, bloudy in Fredegonda againſt Pre= 
texatus Arch-biſhop of Roan, whom ſhe cauſed to 
be murthered at the Altar. And when this hatred 
is enkindled with the flame of love it ſelf, and 
that they in their diſpoſe have the Arms of 
their Amoriſts and ſervants, for execution of 
their purpoſes , they cauſe cruelties, which would 
—_ _ Hiſtory of Man-haters, and Leſtrygons 
ro bluſh, 


It is good, for prevention of this kind of hatred, Means to 


to have little occaſion to entermeddle with ſuch j;. 


kind of people, nor too eagerly to purſue the fa- 7 hatred 
vour of great ones , nor the pompous glories of gt 


worldly fortunes, ſince its felicities (like as if they 
were crimes) never ſcape ſcot-free. You mult not 
enter too far into the intrication of affairs and 
perſons xz keep your ſelf from ſlanders, and mif- 
chievous ſtrokes of the Tongue, ill offices and trea- 
ſons of ſuch as have no ſoul ; to make your ſelf 


mies : For he had buffets redoubled one upon ano- 60 recommendable by Piety, Juſtice, Liberality, Mo» 


ther given with implacable violence, his hair was 
torn off, his beard was pulled away, his teeth were 
knocked out, and not fo mich as women but ran 
upon his wrerched body totorture and torment it, 
whileſt he replyed not a word. Some days after, his 
eyes being digged out, and his face disfigured with 
blows, they ſet-him on-an old botchy Cammel , 
without ought elſe to cover him then an old ſhirt, 
t0 lead him through publick places in the manner 


deration, Sweetneſs, and ſo many other virtues ; 
which having adorned you in proſperity, raiſe a 
luſtre and conſolation in the bottom of adverhity. 
To this alſo you muſt add powerful friends, who 
enlighten with the ray of truth , that darkneſs , 
which envy ceaſeth not to ſpread over lives the 
moſt innocent, and which permit nor virtue to be 
ever oppreſſed by Iniquity, | 

As for ſuch as are in charges, offices, dignities, 


of a triumph, This ſpeRacle ſo full of horrour, no. 70 and commands, wherein in reaſon alteration may 


thing at all mollified the peoples kearts, but deſpe- 
rate men were to be ſeen to ruſh vpon him on cye- 


( 


be expeRed,if they ſee themſelves to be perſecuted 
by publick hatred , it is beſt for them to chang 
[ner 


Part 4; 


their condition to find repoſe: and eſpecially, when 
there afe powers which will hate out of hamour,or 
levity ; and who ſhutting up all paſſages to reaſon, 
do onely open an ear to ſlander. I ask, whether in 
ſuch a caſe, God hath not conſecrated a ſanRuary 
for evil fortane in the pitty of a neighbour ? The 
Divine Providence never pexmitted, that one ſole 
man ſhould be King of the whole world, He who 
is perſecuted in one Province, - paſſeth to another, 
and often finds friends who wipe away his tears, 
and pild his fetrers : Whileſt hatred ſwayeth in the 
Conliſtory of Cruelty, to draw down lighrnings, 
and dart thunders on his head, 7oſeph ſold by his 
brethren , found innumefable favours in Eg ypr. 
David purſued on all ſides by the envy of Saz!, 
like a wild beaſt, met with refuge and employ- 
ment under Abimelech. $. Athanaſius ſanRified the 
places of his baniſhment by the ſanRity of his vir- 
ues. S. Hilary pulled ont of his Biſhoprick, light- 
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fortreſs, the viciſficude of haman things, which here 
below have in them nothing immovable, but their 
proper unſtedfaſtneſs. Then it is, when deſpiſing 
theſe veils of body compoſed of our inferiour ele- 
ments, it nowentreth in thought into the region 
of Intelligencies. Then it is, when it accoſteth the 
legions of ſo many Martyrs , who on their bodies 
have received as many wounds as they had mem= 
bers, and have moiſtned the ſacred palms of their 


lO yictories in the effuſion of their bloud. All which 


is humane, yieldeth to the Tyranny of perſecutors: 
but the immortal ſpirit makes it ſelf a large way all 
bordred with lawrels ia the Temple of glory and 
reputation ; and like to the dove of the Prophet 
(whoſe wings were of (ilyer)taketh a high and ex- 
alted flight ro declare to all ages the innocency of 
a great courage, and to make its relicks ſurvive in 
Cabinets, and inthe memory of all good men. 
How many have 'we ſeen die on Scaffolds, who 


ed in Phrygia upon a ſilent repoſe, which gave him 20 with the ſweetneſs of their countenances, terrified 


leave to write his learned books of the Trinity, S. 
Thomas of Canterbury reſted between the arms of 
France,whileſt Henry of England thundred ſenten- 
ces, and proſcriptions of death againſt him. If one 
countrey become a ſtep-mother, another proves a 
Mother; and the Divine Providence (the world's 
great Harbinger) ever findeth ſome petty work to 
entertain its eleQted. , 

Bur if there be no means to eſcape;ard that ſervi- 


the moſt terrible aſpe&s of executioners ? They 
ſpake, they did, they ſuffered, they ordered their 
deaths as matter of Triumph,they comforted others 
in their ſuffering, at a time when they had much t5 
do not to complain themſelves. They ated toge- 
ther all the parts of wiſdom, and came off ſo well 
in every one, as if they onely had undertaken this 
one.It was a great thing for them to do ; but to do 
it ſo exaRly, is that which for ever makes them the 


tudes muſt be undergon, priſons, and chains,& that 30 more admirable; and it was a matter incredible, 


ſcaffolds muſt be bloudied to fatisfie the revenge of 
anenemy:Then is the time, when a ſpirit well habi- 
tuatedin the continual exerciſes of yirtue entrethin- 


that ſpeaking ſo well, they yet ſuffered better in an 
occaſion, where words have no credit , works no 
time, violence no relaxation > nor enmity com - 


to the centre of the ſoul,& beholdeth as from a high paſſion, 


I —c——_—_ 


The third Treatiſe, Of DESIRE. 


SeR. 1, Whether we ſhould deſire any thing in the world? The Natare, the Diverſity, ana 
: deſcription of Deſires 


He Sages make a queſtion, whether it be a 

— thing to be wiſhed, ro have no Deſire ? 

to have no And there are of them who think, that to 
eure. 


live happy and contented, we muſt baniſh all de- 
tires. For they are amuſements which perpetually 
Entertain us with the time to come, which put us 
on the Rack,and burn us by our proper thoughts. 
Delires are the ecchoes of our loves, which mock us, 
& counterfeit certain voices,eſſences, & perſonages, 


any ſo great, but that it is capable of addition, 

Hence it proceedeth, that the world is repleniſh- T1, goria 
ed with deſiring, and ſuffering ſouls;and that ihere or 6g 
is not almoſt any one who is not in expectation , gegriog 
and breathes not the air of the Region of delires, fou's. | 

. al, 50:Ys 
The moſt part of men reſemble the moth which :-, 
. . z 4 hb C 
gnaws a garment, and in gnawing, eatetli its own ey 4 _- 


houſe : For by the eagerneſs of defiring the future, min nem 
they loſe all the pleaſure of the preſent, and demo- (2101/9) 


, G b : k 5 . . , Mw 
which ordinarily are made of nought elſe but wind. 10 liſh their fortune by their greedineſs to raiſe ir. Fay apo the 


But now(ſay others)to have no deſires, is to have 
no ſoul,no ſenſe,no reaſon; it is to bea fly, nora 
man. The Seraphins in T/aiah ſtand ty God's (ide, 
yet ceaſe not to clap their wings; to F<gnifie unto 
us, there is no ſoul ſo perfet and contented, which 
hath not the heart ſtill excited with ſome generous 
deſire. Trees are purified by the winds agitation, 
rivers are cleanſed, and purged in their perpetual 
currents,and the heart by delires.If we would have 


—_ . . g £ . ie1 tlie 
That is it which the Panregyrick wittily expreſled, priares/d = 


pronounced before Conſtantive the ſon. Felicity Eo feiiciras 
vlideth by us, as the water which ſtreameth along 77279 ſub- 


ter flurt 


under bridges, when Kill, full of hope, we reſt un- «i jemper 
furniſhed of contentments. pleni ſpeig 


vVacxl CoXxp+ 


Deſiring hearts (ſaith S. Arngaſtine) areas thoſe modnun. 
oreat=bellied women to whom the eternsIl word 7</n% 


careant Cum 


hath denounced a curſe in the goſpel. All the world jus pro- 


would be but a morſel in the mouth of man's heart #*,0 


no deſires, we mu{t not talk any more of eating and 2 (ſaith Richardas de ſanto Viftore) fince its wiſhes Richardus 


drinking ; we muſt no longer have this young lo- 
ver (igh after his beloved ; we muſt not then ad- 
mit learned men to make love to wiſdom. That 
wraſtlers burn with affe&ion of prizes due to their 
valour; and that the ſouldier covers himſelf with 
his wounds to embelliſh his garlands, all ought ro 
be indifferent to us3 and thar is the way quickly to 
run into the nature of rocks and ſtones. EE 
We muſt here make a notable diſtinction of de- 


are infinite; and that it is evident that in Infinity © $754 
what part ſoever you aſſign, you are ſtil at the be- An excel- 
ginning. tpi; 
If you deſire that 1 make you a piQure of the na+ vice. 
ture and perquiſites of Defire,I will tell you itis a 
ſtrange country, whereunto the prodigal Child fai- 
ted, when he forſook his fathers houſe to undertake 
a baniſhment:a Country where corn is ſtil in graſs, 


vines in the bud, trees perpetually in bloſſom, and 


| fires, inſomuch,ſome are natural, given by God to 30 birds always in the ſhel.You neither ſee corn,fruir, 


man for the preſervation of himſelf : Others are 
artificial, which ariſing our of an exorbitant will, 
are nothing bur flood and ebb, bur agitations and 
tempeſts,Delires are like number,One cannot name 


nor any thing fully ſhaped ; all is there onely in 
expeRation. It is a Countrey full of figures, phan= 
raſms, illuſions, and hopes,which are dreams with- 
out ſleep : a Conntrey where the-inhabirants arc 

Cece never 


5;0 
never without feavers, one is no ſooner gone, but 
another cometh into its place, There dwelleth co= 
vetouſneſs, a great woman, meagre, lean, {tarven, 
having round about her a huge ſwarm of winged 
boyes, of which ſome are alrogerher languiſhing, 
others caſt her a thouſand ſmiles as ſhe paſſeth a- 
long ; upon her ſelf ſhe hath an infinite number of 
horſeleeches, which ſuck upon her to the marrow. 
Time looketh upon her a far off, and never cometh 
near her,ſhewing her an inchanted looking:-glaſs , 
wherein ſhe ſeeth a thouſand, and a thouſand falſe 
colours,which amuſe her ; and when ſhe hath ſpore 

. ted enough,ſhe hath nothing to dinner, but ſmoke. 

Thee*P!- Behold the table of Covetouſneſs grounded upon 

the pi- Theology, and the Philoſophy of S. T howas.I ſay, 

eure-  toexplicate my ſelf,that the countrey thereof is the 
country of the prodigal child; and that famine is 

- £1 perpetually there, Deſire being nothing elſe but a 


appetitur in hunger of the good it wiſheth : or indeed, a motion 


tears a. of the appetite towards the thing it loveth , andthe 20 ſure.Bur alth 


moris. 


firſt degreeof love, All is in bloſſom in this Coun= 
5. Thom: trey, and never in fruit ; inſomuch, as he who.deſi= 
26. 4-1. reth,poſſeſſeth nothing, as yet, but in imagination : 
at 3* and ſuch is the nature of Deſire,that coming to the 
end of its career, it finks: fince where the good is 
preſent that is affeted, there is ne further deſire, 
The inhabitants there, are continually in feavers; 
ſince wiſhes are but feaverifh fervours. All there,is 
full of phantaſmes ; becauſe all thoſe bleſſings are 
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chor, and expeR a wind,never ſayling , men,who 
are continually in fetters like priſoners, Men, per- 
petually like to languiſhing Amoriſts,or to truant. 
ly ſcholers who vehemently defire play-days; ſome, 
the moſt ſpiritual, thirſt afrer books, and l1braries ; 
others pleaſe themſelves with 1dea's of dogs, of 
birds, of apes, and of horſes : Ochers, in imagi- 
nation , handle pieces of chryſtal, pictures, dia- 
monds, and piſtols : Others cut out garments ar 


10 their pleaſure, of the richeſt ſtuffs which fancy can 


furniſh them with ; ſome are eager after huncing, 

and traffick , others, after courtſhip, and game : 

Some, go to the Temple of Honour ; others mind 
nothing but money. It were a very hard thing to 
reckon upall the feavers,purgatories, and pains of 

thoſe patlionate ſouls ; For indeed, natural deſires 

are not limited by nature which made them ; bue 

thoſe which conſiſt in opinion have no limits, as I- 
magination which produceth them, hath no mea- 

h men be very different in deſires, 
they agree all in one point, which is, never to be 
contented, alwayes ro deſire ſome change,and no- 

velty; and ſo ardently xo defire it, thac there are 

thoſe to be found, who for a ruff-band,or a ſhoe, 

would gladly haſten the courſe of the ſun, as they 

ſet forward the hand of the diall. 

But among theſe ſymptoms, which are frequent The p:ti- 

with perſons infe&ted with ſuch like diſeaſes, 1 dif. riodry, 
cover two other paſfions of curioſity, and incon- in% of 


meerly imaginary.Covetouſnels is neceſſarily hun- 30 ſtancy, the companions of defire.Note,that Truth __ 


gry,being perpetually in purſuit,never overtaking 
nor eating : but if it do overtake and eat and gluts 
its hearr,it ceaſeth to be covetouſneſs. Verily it hath 
round about it little lavghing boies; thoſe are gau- 
dy, and ſparkling deſires : ſome ſad , they are fru- 
frrated deſires : Many bloud- ſuckers, which ſuck 
it,they are troubleſom,and turbulent defires.I add, 
that time (ever diſtant from it) entertainerth it with 
an inchantedmirrour; For it ſceth nothing but in 
the future,and ſees many Chymera's and ilufions, 
afrer which it is tormented, As Tygers,who behol. 
ding the looking-glaſs which hunters have ſet in 
Forrelts, imagine it to be a creature of their own 
kind ſhut up in a priſon of glaſs; aod ſo long they 
ſcratch it,till they break it, and deface their deſire. 
Laſtly, I conclude, that they are ſerved at dinner 
with ſmoke, all worldly defires being nought elſe 
but wind, and ſmoke, 


SeR. 2. The diſorders which ſpring from inordinate 
Neſires,and namely, from curioſity & Inconſtancy, 


3 God! ſhould one imagine the miſery of 
nades mat thoſe who dwell in this Countrey of Cove- 
tins, &f- rouſnefs, and who live in worldly deſires,and per- 


Cut Yos mide 


twtinus pre- petual diſturbances, he could not have any thing 
terien%, ſv? more efficacious to give him a diſtaſte of it, 
I obſerve, ill-re&ified defire cauſeth three diſor= 


ine rapins 
few @ ders in the ſoul, which are, fierility,ardour,and un- 
de fumario. Quietneſs : Sterility ; for,perſwade your ſelf, all the 
Three dif- 
orders of 
deſire» 


Oſe. 12+ 3- 


many,are empty hoilow ſouls,void of the ſolid and 
eternal good for which they were created, and are 
filled with imaginary windings , and labyrinths: 
Ardour ; fince they are hearts inflamed like for. 
naces, which darc torth defires, as Coles do ſparks ; 
hearts, which as the Eagle-ſlone, are {till big,but 
produce nothing : Unquietnefſs ; for that they live 
like Hedg-hogs all environed with ſharp quils. 
There is onely this difference, that ſharp quils ſerve 


fitteth in a Throne all repleniſhed with lights, and 
1s of very difficult acceſs , if one have not wiſdom 
for direction. For ordinarily curiofity way-layeth 
ſuch as go about to approach to it, and involveth 
them in vaſt labyrinths of errours. This curiofity(if 
you deſire to know the nature of it) is nought elſe 
bur irregular appetite to know things either vain, 
unprofitable,or evil, It dwelleth in a Countrey fer- 
tile in apparance, but very barren in effeR. It hath 


40 in-its dominion many ſpirits (to ſpeak truly) nei- 


ther dull nor ſtupid; for they all have ſmarcneſs 
and vivacity : but the moſt part have a great want 
of judgment and diſcretion, to ſerve as a counter- 
poiſe to their levity. They will know all,and in an 
inſtant ask more queſtions then the ſeven Sages of 
Greece could reſolve in ten years; ſo likewiſe they 
are of the nature of thoſe Stars which raiſe tem- 
peſts and cannot calm them , fince they frame a 
thouſand caſualties, a thouſand difficulties in af- 


50 fairs, and never derive a good concluſion. You may 


ſay,if you'well weigh them,that they have a worm 

in their wits which gnaws them ; that they are men 

ſickin health, and living dead-men, who neither 

know what they would, what they do; nor what 

they are. Curioſity, ſeeing they have ſo much diſ- Curioſuuas 
polition to receive its impreſſions, entertaineth mor anime 
thera in the winding ways of truth, like a Mounte- $. Aupaſt, 
banck,who put a multitude upon a gaze, by letting Confei. 1- 
them ſee infinite many dainty colours in a Trian« "3 


inhabitants of this countrey, which are now adays gg gular glaſs; and 1n the conclution ſeads them away 


dinnerleſs, with hunger in their teeth, and illuſion 
in their eyes. 
After theſe ſlight amuzements, this evil Miſtriſs 
turns them over to anxiety, anxiety delivers them 
to new deſires, and new deſires to ſervitude, ſervi- 
tude to ignorance, ignorance to preſumption, and 
preſumption to unquietneſs of mind. From thence _ 
they who are deeper plunged into this poiſon of 27" 57 


ma Ccuriſa, 


falſe wiſdom, take the way of impiety,others of mi- indoz« «/t- 


the Hedg-hog for a defencezand ſharp-pointed de- 70 ſery & poverty; ſome of choler,of envy, of {lander, 2*2v*4* 


fires kill, and conſume thoſe who have them. 
You ſee men who all their life-time lie at an» 


agone 


and deſpair;the beſt provided are like the Danaids, Chriſtiano- 
who do nought but fill and empry their tub,but ro © ** 
no 


Part 4. | 
Xulls curiv- ng purpoſe. All are not ſick of one ſame diſeaſe;for 
/ ove ſome have a curiofity, black & faulty, as thoſe who 
. fonin [**: ſeek for a Maſter in matter of Religion, and would 
Num-4+ $ladly talk with a devil to learn news from Para- 
diſe : or ſuckyas thoſe who ſtrain curious Sciences 
ſo hard, that they ſqueeze black and maligne vices 
out of them, as Magick, or the trick of coyning 
falſe money : or as thoſe who are mad to hear, to 
ſee, roknow the vices, or miſchiefs of others, O- 


The Paſſions of Deſire: 


5/1 
kind of voyces,and in all manner of languages, Af- 
ter her we behold a million of petty phantaſmes, 
imperfe&t-in ſhape,and which ſeem to be bur pieces 
roughly begun, which we may ſay,are her works, 

If you a little obſerve the men which inhabit this 
kingdom of inconſtancy , you ſhall find, they are 
people whoſe humours confilt much of air and wa- 
ter, for they are always ſupple and pliant to all 
manner of objeRs, they have a ſpirit which brook- 


thers have a more innocent curioſity, one of me- xo eth not buſineſſes with a firong and ſolid penetra- 


dals, another of Tukpa's, ſome of voyages, others 
of companies ; and indeed,of all things which may 
ſerve for incentives to Concupiſcence. 

There are of them who are much diſquietted 
with matters which little concern them , they are 
curious to know all that paſſeth in the world in the 
Indies, in Zaponia : how many elephants the grear 
Mogull keeps; who is to ſucceed the King of Chz- 
»4 in his Empire ; whether the great Turk armeth 


tion, to ſee the bottom of it;but onely ſcratch them 

with a little bodkin which is blunted,& broken pre= 

ſemtly. If you could ſee their heart and brain, you 

ſhould. behold in the one, huge ſquadrons of 
thoughts wc ſcuMe together like Cadmr his ſoul- 

diers : in the other,a mighty maſs of defires and in- 
digeſted purpoſes, which renders them very unable T2 ey 
to receive the impreſſions of the Divinity,as $.Baſi! paruy 
hath obſerved upon that Prophet 7/aiah, It ſeem- 5% þ:7 


whether the Perſ;as ſtirreth ; and what forces Pre- 20 eth all this kind of people have a wil of wax,& that & v7 


ſter John hath for the preſervation of his State. 
chey think within themſelves, what a face they 
would ſet upon it, if they were Kings or Popes x 
They in their heads diſpoſe of Kingdoms : They 
raiſe Republicks , they rig forth ſhips ; they pitch 
batcels; and after they have doated , they find 
nought but _ in their hands.Others advance 
not their aims ſo high, but reſt ſatisfied with infe- 
riour thoughts, and petty cares ; as how to trot up 


any man may work it which way he liſt, Their paſ- Sew 
ſions are ſharp,and ardent in the beginning:ſo that $425 
they tranſport judgment, which is either notably &gey<- 
weak, or much benummed ; but they laſt not: for ar ayt- 
they inſtantly are troubled at things preſent, and @/]i Ger 
ever turn their face away from the future,never(as oy. 

it were)being where they are,and ſtil being where $; 59. 


they neither arenor can be. You ſhal ſee theyevery 1/aia. - 
day begin to live, yea, when they ſhould make an 


and down the ſtreets to vift houſes, and to ask of 30 end; and ifthey do any good , they do it but by 


all they meer, what news do you hear ? Asalſo to 
obſerve poſt-dayes,and to viſit their friends round, 
by a liſt-roll indifferently, to heap together the 
bruirs of the City, co vent them again without a= 
ny con{ideration. "There are ſome who make vows 
of pilgrimages,not out of devotion towards Saints ; 
but from a purpoſe to content their Curioſity. 
They know all the Indulgencies w* are through- 
out all the Churches of the Province, and beyond: 


halves, never allowing themſelves leiſure to lick 
their Bear (as they ſay) nor to finiſh their work;ſo 
precipitate they are by contrariety of difterent de- 
fires, which draw them this way and that way, and 
deſtroy all the abilities of their wits. You ſhill note 
in them a great greedineſs afrer novelties, & conti- 
nual changes of manners, ſtudy,apparel,of wearing 
their hair,of their manner of living, gate,of voice, 
of converſation,of ſports,exerciſes,counſels loves, 


all the houſes that are builr,all the chriſtnings every 40 of amities,words, & of mouths w® at once breathe 


day , all the weddings celebrated , all the child- 
births of male or female,all the merchandizes new- 
ly brought in, all the ſtrangers who arrive, all the 
ſuits determinated, all the charges given all the of- 
fices ſold,all the pamphlets cryed up and down the 
{treets : Their heads are wonderful Fairs, whither 
merchants come from all ſides; there is not a mo= 
ment of repoſe: and ſolitude with ſuch is account- 
ed a petty hell. 

RE: Malady of Inconltancy, which is properly a levity, 

eth the 8 an irreſolution of mind w® fheweth ic ſelf in his 


multitude - - I 
of defires. Manners, ations, & words,who is touched with ir. 


The &'n8- To fay truth,this pailion is a devil, who inhabireth 
conſtancy, in a land of quick(ilver, where Earthquakes are al- 
moſt perpetual, winds blow on each fide; and blow- 
ing,make many weather-cocks to turn to & fro, & 
every moment change poſture; In this place, an ad- 
mirable creature is to be ſeen, who is not what ſhe 


This multiplicity of deſires is waited on by another 50 


forth hot & cold. To conclude, their life is noughr 
elſe but the flood and ebb of a continual Enripus, 
it is repleniſhed with ſhadows,giddineſs, andi!lult- 
ons, which in effe& make it miſerable; For com- 
monly it is waited on by Gifeſteem, grief, ſhame, on» 
xiety,and great ſhipwracks of wit and renown, 


Set. 3. The four ſources ont of which ill-re{lifi- 
ed deſires proceed, 


Ou muſt know, that thoſe reſtleſs deſires which Four four- 
toil us,proceed from four ſources : the firſt and 57; 3 <2 
principal whereof is,a heart void of things divine , toil us. 
there being noi(faith S. Augyſtine)a more maritelt 
ſign, that a ſoul is not well with God,then,when it 
entertaineth a multiplicity of deſires. 4oſes pulled 
off his ſhoes before the burning buſh, where he ſaw 
his eyes cleared by the rayes of the Divine Majelty; 
(in my opinion)to teach us,that bis heart was at an 
end of its journey , ſince he had found the Centre 


is,& is that ſhe is nor ; ſo many faces & figures ſhe 60 ofeternal reſt. Whilſt the ſoul of man is out of the 


hath : She likewiſe is {till upon cransformations, & 
ſeems to do nothing at all, but to make, & unmake 
her ſeif. One while ſhe is great,another while little, 
one while groſs, another while (lender, one while 
affable, another while harſh, one while ſerious, a- 
nother while .gameſome;, but ever ſlippery; andif 
you lay hold of her, you catch nothing. She goes 
forth of her lodging to appear in publick; as if ſhe 
cameintoa Theatre, clothed, one while in change- 


limits which God aſſigned it, wel it may find Ins to 
lodge in, but it never finds a home 3 But he who 
knows the way how to accommodate himſfelf,in a1! 
things, to the wil of God,bath found the induſtry of 
an infinit good, in the accompliſhment of his deſires, 

It is to live like Cain in the region of inſtability,& 
to walk upon a quagmir,daily to entertain ſo many 
freſh appetites. "Their multiplication witnefleth c- 
nough the barreneſ5 of their purchaſe; but wheo one 


able Taffaty,another while with different pieces ſer 70 wel taſteth God,& finds him to comprehend ll re- 


together out of a ſingular faataſtick addleneſs of wit, 
Sts along repreſente;h all perſonages,talkz with all 


liſheshe forſaketh all co follow him, and the heart 
hath n2 moretodo, but tox leaſe himwhois theſource 
of its contentment, Cccc 2 The 
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The ſecond cauſe of deſires is a promptitude,and 
a vivacity of the Minde, which bends much to le- 
vity, andis not atall balaſted by ſolidity of judg- 
ment, whereby the ſoul is ſet at liberty ro flie af 
ter all manner of obje&s, as bees do after flowers. 
1 wil deliver unto you an excellent doQrine,which 
will teach us, that between a ſhip and the heart of 
a man (if we conſider them well) there is much 
reſemblance. The ſhip is a houſe of the ſea, and 


a the heart is the habitation of the ſoul, whileſt it is 10 
d in the ocean of,this mortal life. The ſhip goes on 


der water,and the heart under the gulf of iniquity. 


fire, they are not pleaſed with a vigory already 
gotten ; you do greatly wrong them inſtantly, to 
give what they ask, they love even things unlaw- 
ul, becauſe they are ſuch, and ſo ſoon as they are 
itted them, they loſe that place which they 

d beforein their hearr. 


SeR. 4. T bat the tranquillity of Divine Eſſence, for 
which we are created, enght to rale the unquicet- 


neſs of our deſires, 


Gainſt this paſſion, I have two remedies to Reaſon 2- 

propoſe in two Reaſons; the firſt whereof is $219%."*" 
drawn from the firſt model, which is the heavenly drawn , 
Father; and the ſecond from the ſecond, which is {33% 
the Incarnate Word ; ſince in them are the moſt ef- tranquilli- 


ficacious ways for reformation of the table of the *** 
ſoul. As for the firſt, I ſay,that our ſoul being made 
to the Image of God, and for the poſſeſsion and 
fruition of God, it will never reſt but inthe con- 


The ſhip in the haven,and the heartin tranquillity. 20 formity of its underſtanding and will, with the 


Now as in the Scripture there are three ſorts of 
ſhips ſpecified ; ſo there likewiſe arethree manner 


Never poma Of hearts. Some compared to ſhips which carry 


ort antes. 
ob. -D 


Navis inſti. 
toris, Prov. 


fruit,are ſuch as are repleniſhed with affetions and 
deſires; with pleaſures and contencments of the 
world , which are enemies of the preſent, and per- 
petually kgh after the future. Others, are ſhips of 
craffick ,, which are continually full of affairs, di- 
ſturbances, great and little cares, thar ſteal the re- 


poſe of life from them. The reſt are the ſhips of 30 


NaverThar- Tharſis in the Mediterranean ſea , which carry 


ſts. Pfal. 
47. 


Interpellat 
ad deſb 


great deſigns, great earthly ambitions, and are ve- 
ry often toffed by moſt impetuous winds, 

The third ſource of our Appetites is a hot and 
ſanguine Complexion , which in our heart enkin- 
dleth many defires like unto a fire made with ſtraw, 
violent enough tn the beginning,bur of no laſting: 
as 0n the contrary, cold people have fewer delires, 
but are more pertinacious in the purſuit of them. 


underſtanding and will of its Creatour, Now, what 
think you would God defire,if he were capable of 
deſire; what would he wiſh to ſee, to know, and 
to have ? nothing but himſelf : and inſomuch as he 
is eternally and inſeparably with himſelf, be is not 
capable of any impreſsion of deſires whatſoever. 
We cannot be like unto God without defires, whilſt 
weare in theworld; but we may, and ought to 
have but one main deſire, which is God himſelf. 
Imagine your heavenly Father to be a great ſea 


of Eſſences,of perfeRions, & of contentments,a ſea Ilia 


which hath neither bottom nor ſhore, a ſea where- 
in all the veſſels of curious ſouls ſuffer ſhipwrack. 
Imagine with your ſelf an Exemplary world,a vaſt 
world of wiſdom, of ſanQiry, of intelligencies, of 
lives, of reaſons, and of forms. There God inhabi- 


teth within himſelf, being to himſelf,(as ſaith Ter- Tom. = 
tnllian) place, palace, world; there he is abſorpt, —— 
as in a huge abyſs of delights, not to be imagined. _ 


It is ſaid we mult beware of a man,who hath but 4o He from all eternity hath his felicity purely per- 


one thing to do, becauſe his thoughts being per- 
perually bent upon one and the ſame objeR,be be- 
comes extremely troubleſome to thoſe from whom 
he delireth the accompliſhment of his deſigne : ſo 
mult we defend our ſelves from a man who hath 
bur one deſire : eſpecially when ir 1s inordinate ; 
For we may eafily eſcape from ſuch as have ma- 
ny cares. Time waſteth them as faſt as he pro» 
duceth them ; it is needleſs to oppoſe , or much 


fe, and concentred in his own boſom, ſeeing he 
from all eternity hath his Son, his great and onely 
Conception, which emptieth him without his em- 
ptineſs, which ifſueth from him without iſſuing 
forth , which abideth in him without diſtinRi= 
on of Eſſence. or confuſion of Perſons. 


He hath all his loves within bimſelf, fince he hath gc. ;e;.. 
his holy Spirit, a ſubſtantial flame of love, enkin- gentian «d- 
tudimis, nec 


dled in his heart by his proper will, which is the 


to contradi& them : let their minds reſt, and you 5© eternal and vaquenchable fornace of all chaſte af- 


ſhall find the purpoſethey had in the morning, to 
be quite gone by the evening, like the Ephemery, 
which lives but one day. Now as for thoſe, who 
bave amaſſed together all the ſtrength of their 
ſoul upon one delire, they are immeafurably ur- 
gent, and ceaſe not to perſecute you untill they 
have put their wiſh in execution, 

The fourth is a certain crooked winding of a 
heart, which is (as it were ſpungy and inſatiable) 


want and neceſfity, and this makes it to faſten up» 
on any thing to help it ſelf. 
Tertnllian faith , that all theſe wandring ſouls 


a Bat have no other profeſſion in this life, but to be in 
ipſe deſsde- wiſh,where they cannot be perſonally in preſence. 


yandi, Ter- 


panen. 


The end of one deſire provoketh rhem to begin a- 
nother. Their deſires reſemble fruits that paſs a- 
way, which in their latrer ſeaſon retain ſome beau- 
ty of their firſt vigour. 1 here are many who eſteem 


fetions. He hath all his deſires limited and reple- 5 


niſhed, ſince, as he ſees nothing out of himſelf; fo Se 4b. r. 
he cannot defire any thing out of himſelf. If you 21a: cyi- 
imagine the ſea (ſaith $. Anguſtive) it is not God : jane 
If you imagine the earth with ſo many rivers omnis que 
which moiſten it,ſo many herbs and flowers which pot 
enamel it, ſo many trees which cover it, ſo many & anims- 
living creatures which furniſh it, ſo many men #4” c# 


[Lo 


which inhabit and cultivate it, it is not God. 42, 
joyned to a debiliry of fpirit which apprehendeth 60 If you in your thoughts figure the air, with all its 7/35 


birds ſo different in ſhape, ſo various in plumage , 
ſo diverſified in their notes, it is not God, If you 
g0 up to thoſe Chryſtaline and Azure vaults , 
where the Sun and Moon, and ſo many Stars per- 
form their career with ſuch meaſure, it is not God. 
If you behold in heaven innumerable Lepions of 
Angels, Spirits of fire and light , reſplendent be- 
fore the face of God, as lamps of balſamum lighted 
before the propitiatory, it is not God x but God 


it a bitter buſineſs to expeR, and who had rather 70 is he who comprehendeth all that, who bounds it, 
ſee their hopes cut off, rhen to find out the way 
how to prolong them ; but ſuch are born to de- 


and incomparably ſurpaſſeth it, . 
All things (fay Divines) are in God by way of 
cminency, 


Part 4, 


Part 4. 


eminency, as in-the Exemplar Cauſe which mould- 
eth them,as in the Efficient Cauſe which producet 
them,as in the Final Cauſe which determines them: 
but they are in a manner ſo elate and exalted, that 
thoſe ſame which in themſelves are inanimate, in 
God are ſpirit and life. 

__ All the Creatures we have ſeen produced in the 

nf vits reyolution of ſo many ages, are as Actours, which, 

-rat. Job*« (od(who is the great Maſter of the Comedie which 


2d ſa- 
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Bs | . - - Wow 
produRion of the love which ſprang from the 
light of God ; notwithſtanding in others;jt was al- 
mr free, able to do, -, not to do ſuch, or 
ſuch a thing according to his good pleaſure, as at 
ſuch or ſuch a time to go, or not to go into ?ary. 
Able, of two good things which were preſented,to 
chuſe the one or leave the other; as,to do miracles, 
rather in 7#ry then in $54on. Able, alſo todo the Ko wah! 
things ordained him by his heavenly Father out of * 72-1 


is acted in this world) kept hidden behind the 10 motives and reaſons ſuch as his ,wi\dom thought Job7.t. 


hangings in his Idea's,more lively & more luſtrous 
then they be on the ſtage, . The world ſtrikes the 
hour of their Entrances, and Exits of their life and 
death : but the great clock of God in his Eternitie, 
hathat one inſtant ſtrucken all their hours. No- 
thing to him is unexpeRed, nothing unknown, no- 
thing new : All that which tieth the deſires of the 
moſt curious, all that which ſuſpendeth the admira- 
tion of the ſapeſt ; all, which inflameth the hearts 


beſt ro chule : In all thoſe liberties, never pretend- 
ed he ought but the glorie and ſervice of his Fa« 
ther, Good God, what ſublimate is made in the 
limbeck of Love, what evaporations, and what ſe- 
parations of things even indiviſible,are made in the 
hive great annihilations which Theologie contem= 
platerh in the perſon of 7eſws Chriſt ! 

Firſt, the inſeparable Word of God ſeemeth to 
make a divorce, but a divorce of obedience, and to 


of the moſt paſsionate, Lands and Seas, Magazines 20 ſeparate it ſelf , but with a ſeparation always ad- 


of Nature, Thrones, Theatres, Arms,and Empires ; 
all are but a filly drop of dew before the face of 
God. 
Fecegemes Then how can God bur live contented within 
of» himſelf, ſince the ſmalleſt ſtreams of the fountain 
{az mo- Which ſprings from his boſom, may ſuffice a milli- 
menu . On of worlds? O ungrateful and faithleſs ſoul ! the 


puaze fuer; ſame Paradiſe which God hath for himſelf, he bath 
ecce inſs/® vrepared for thee ; he will, thou beholdeſt thy ſelf, 


quaſe putvis 


herent by the condition of a forreign nature tranſ.. Redures 
planted into the Divinitie. Secondly, he, by a4 tos 
new miracle permitteth, that this humane nature ae Spmriw . 
tied to the Divine nature, be ſeparated from its 7; © 
ſubliſtence,its laſt determination and ſubſtantial ac- Dew. 
compliſhments, Thirdly, that Glorie be ſeparated T*\*2- © 
from the eſtate and condition of Glorie, yielding © | 

his glorious ſoul up as a prey to ſadneſs. Fourthly, 

he ſeparaterh himſelf not only from the figns and 


exipuur, & that thou contemplateſt thy ſelf, that thou repoſeſt 30 conditions of a Meſſias, but almoſt from the re- 


fit os Fhy ſelf in his heart z yer thou fluttereſt up and 
«4ſucce» down like a filly butterfly among ſo many crea- 
dendum.. tures, ſo many objeRs, ſo many deſires ; perpetu- 
ally hungry, ever diſtant from thy good, ever a 
traicour to thy repoſe and glorie, Beggarly ſoul, 
which beggelt every where : Miſerable foul which 
in everie place findelt want in abundance : Igno- 
minious foul, upon whoſe front all loves have 
itamped diſhonour ; when wilt thou rally together 


all thy deſires into one period? When wilt thou be- 40 liquor, which one hath turned up fide down to 


gin to livethe life of God, to be ſatisfied withGods 
conteftmentzand to be happy with Gods felicity ? 


SeR. 5. That we ſhould deſire by the imitation of 
7eſas Chriſt. 

He ſecond Reaſon that I draw from the ſe- 

off cond Model,which is,the Word Incarnate,the 

hich Je- Rule and Example of all our ations, is,that Feſas 


fus had in C,-; hath no other deſire on earth, but to ſuffer, 
ſeeking the ly 

glory of 
his hea- 
venly Fa- 
ther - 


2.Reaſon 
of the only 


glorie-of his heavenly Father, by ſubjeRing rebel- 
lious powers tO his Scepter,and by gainiag ſouls, of 
which he infinitely was deſirous, even to the laſt 
moment. of his life. The Philoſopher Platoin the 
Book of the order of the Univerſe, writeth, that all 
the Elements naturally delircd to evaporate them- 
ſelves inthe Celeſtial Region, as it were therein to 
obtain a more noble, and more eminent ſtate of 
conſiſtence. Now the deaf and dumb deſire, which 


Plato lib. 
de ordine 
univerſ1 
apud Vi- 
SAnAim. 


ſemblance of a man, being become as a worm, — 
Laſtly, he draws himſelfinto the interiour of his x ho 
ſoul of his own accord, and wholly melts himſelf as bu ardens 


Incenſe in the fire : in ſuch fort,that $. Gregory ve- G1f11.2e, 


' ry well faith, That he is the Amber of the Prophet mor.cap-2. 


Ez:kiel enrobed with the heat of flames, Bur bet= 
ter faich Origez , who calleth him the Perfume 0rizen in 
which is annihilated for us, comparing the will of guentum 
the Son of God to a viol filled with an aromatick na" 
empty it to the laſt drop , ſo the deſires and affe&i- 
Rions of eſs are poured forth in the boſom of 
his heavenly Father, But moſt eſpecially on the 
day of his Paſſion, for then was the time when the 
Prophecie of Habakkzk was accompliſhed;I: is thor © {y 
who monnteſf# upon rhe light= horſes, and who beareſt juper equo 
ſalvation in thy myſterious chariot. _— + £ 

I nowleave thoſe who interpret this paſſage of we ſatvatio, 
the chariot of God triumphing in thoſe ugly dark- 


to be diſſolved, and co annihilate himſelf for the go neſſes of Egypt. 1 leave thoſe who refer it to 


the ſecond coming. 1 follow the Interpretation 

which S. Ambroſe preſenteth unto me, who caller "bio 
the Croſs a Gibber of Triumph, and others who Patibutzn 
term it the true chariot of the glorie of the God of "i" 
hoſts. I conſequently fay, that the light-horſes of 

our Saviour are his winged and flaming deſires, 

which bare him more gloriouſly then El:as unto 

the throne of Honour, where he hath made a full 
conſummation of himſelf, by the ſeparation of his 


things inanimate have, to be transformed into a ,, his bloud and ſoul in that great Sacrifice, which 


nature moſt delicate, is moſt apparent in the ſacred 
Humanity of the Son of God, which, although: it 
always remained within che limits of its Eſſence; it 
notwithſtanding had an ineffable ſympathy with 
the Divinity, being totally plunged therein, as 
iron in burning coals. Itin all, and through all, 
. followed irs motions, will and ordinances, as true 
dials wait on the Sun ; nor had it any defire more 
ordinary, then to make a profuſion of ir ſelf, in all 
ithad created. 


God were neceſvitated in certain aRions, as in the 


put Heaven to mourning, the Sun into eclipſe, 
the Earth into quakings, and Men the mok ſtupid 
into affrightment, O, with what obedience, with 
what reſignation did that dying Swan then ap- 
pear, when all the ſtars(as Pydimas relateth Jabout 
three of the clock afternoon were ſeen in the hea- 
vens to enlighten his death ! O, with whar union 
of his will 'to Gods will, he ſpake theſe words, © 
my God, O my Father, behold me on the Pile to 


Dew: men;, 


70 be ſacrificed to thy Divine Majeſty : My God, I ic © 
Theology teacheth us, that albeit, the will of have deſired it from the firſt moment of my con- 297 


tam 
med'o 


. v1 0 
ception,1 have had the law of obedience engraven cas mei. 


v7 
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in my beart with a chizzel of fireand an eternal dable employment, another while by pulling them 
charaRer , and at this time (O my celeſtial Fa up with main ſtrength in their firſt tenderneſs, and 
ther) 1 wiſhir, I would it, and will proteſt it whillt neverto let themto ger ſtrength to your prejudice. Ne obiine- 
my ſoul ſhall be 0a my lip, to have but one only It 5s much more eaſie to defend ones ſelf in the begin. no * ul 
delire in the world, which is to annihilate my ſelf ming from a paſſion, then ro moderate the violence of pere perms- 
io accomplifhing thy will ! the exorbitancy,when it is lodged in your heart. | __ 
SeR. 6. 'T he condemnation of the evil Defires of the Thirdly, follow Ariftor/e's counſel, and look on 

world, and the means hew to divert them, all the objeRs ofpleaſure, nor;ſuch as they are,whe ogens 
Againſt Nd yet thou (O diſloyal ſoul) wile in thy they ar firſt ſooth ſenſuality: but ſuch as theybe whe ſpets feos 
_— heart entertain a maſs of Deſires, thou wilt 10 they turn their backs to forſake us. Laſtly, exerciſe 5,77” 


noms; Tarher live among teavers and burning coals, then 
colle ſabtz. tie thy ſelf to the will of God ! Rebel, thou haſt 
=, & i» proſticuted thy ſelf on high and below, upon the 
frondoſars. Mountains and under trees, under cedars, and on 
proſietrie- the hyſop ; ſo many great and little Delires have 
mix, — poſſeſſed thy heart, Thou miferable man,”to have 
Jer, 2.27. affeion in ſtore for a deceiving creature, who hath 

put the ſword of diviſion into thy marriage, to 

cut aſunder a knot tied before the face of Angels 


your ſelf continually in the deſire of joys eternal, quo minu: | 
Behold all thoſe things which environ you, all rw, 

thoſe honours, thoſe nr. oy thoſe pomps,as deceit. 

ful and momentarie things ; Behold them as a flirt. 

ting companie; Each day undo a knot of your fla. 

verie ; Put your ſelf into the libertic of Gods chil- 

dren , Place your ſelf in ſuch a nakedneſs of __ 

that you may ſay ,One,avd no more. Blind ſoul, bow 

canſt thou live one ſole moment with ſo many de- 


and men | Thou unfortunate maid,unlucky victim, 20 fires, which are as ſo many daughters to marry ? 


to fill all the ſails of thy Delires for a man more 
light then the wind, and more faithleſs then ice; 
whoſe words are but promiſes,promiſes but perju- 
ries, perjuries but forſakings, and forſakings but 
diſaſters 3 and to have neither heart nor thought 
for God, a Father ſo benign, a Saviour ſo affeQi- 
onate, a Lover fo loyal! Thou, to burn alive with 
black and ſhameful flames of ravenous avarice ; 
& to have no feeling for him, who hath the beautie 


what a care muſt be had, well to beſtow them?whacr 
a fear, to beſtow them ill $ what a grief, that they 
are il] beſtowed ? Stupid ſou), canſt thou reſt with 
ſo many blood: ſuckers faſtned to the marrow of 
thy bones,which draw thence all thy vital humour, 
and make thee have a life which hath nothing leſs 
then life in it? Temerarious ſoul, who haſt dared to 
think, that forſaking thy Creatour, thou elſewhere 
ſhouldſt find a better match | Go, and ſee the ob= 


of tields,the 2namel of meadows,the extent of ſeas, 30 ſtacles which daily meet with thoſe who hunt after 


the riches of n.etals, and all the magazins of the 
Univerſe in his boſom | Thou, to run at random 
afcer tranſitorie honour, which gliſters like a worm 
in a piece of rotten wood, and which pricketh like 
a thorn ; and not to hold ſympathy with him who 
crowneth the heads of his Ele& with eternal gar- 
lands ! Thou, to live daily in fits of fire and ice for 
a ſlight toy, for a gorget, for a chopino,for a little 
dog, a parachito, for all that which I neither can 


honours, favours, and wordly wealth.Go,go, be- 
hold,and thou ſhalt ſee a thouſand fiſhes ſwim in a 
pond after a rotten worm, How many battels muſt 
thou wage, how many ſweats of death, muſt thou 
ſweat ; how many iron-gates muſt thou break 
through,ro content one only of thy deſires? O how 
often will the Heavens and the Elements conſpire 
againſt thy affe&ions, which thou ſo unworthily, 
ſo diſaſtrouſly haſt placed ? 


nor dareto expreſs! O what a ſhame is ir, that allo O what bloodie ſorrows at thy death, when 


creatures ſerve for ſnares and priſons to hearts 
moiſtned with the blood of Feſ#s , and they not to 
be ſofcned by this venerable ſhower, able to break 
rocks aſunder,and diſſolve anvils ! | 

You will ask rne what you ſhould do to be deli- 
vered from this tyrannie ? Firlt, accuftom your ſelf 
to cut away all ſuperfluities, whether of apparel, 
diet, vain company, or other delights which fighr 


Deſideris againſt the law of God. Reduce Jonr appetites to 4 


tua parvo 


God ſhall draw aſide the curtain of the citie of 
peace, and ſhall ſhew thee an infinite number of 
ſouls in the boſom of Beatitude, for having well 
diſpoſed their Deſires ; and on the other fide,burn- 
ing coals to expiate affetions ill managed ! 

O what horrour,what terrour,and what deſpair, 
ifche Angels come and fay with a voice of thun= Apoc. 22: 
der, Foris Canes, and that we muſt wander up and ** 
down in affeRion with a hunger everlaſtingly en- 


redone, hoe (mall coſt, and take more care how toend them, then 50 raged, after a good we ſo many times have de= 


enim tantum 


curare debes 10 C27 4/þ them. Reſolve with your ſelf to lop off 
= «eſinant, 2{{ your ſuperfluities, and to be contented with 
Sen. little, holding it for a thing moſt aſſured, that by 
how much the leſs you ſhall depend on your gree. 
die deſires (which are moſt forward miſtriſſes, .to 
whom you have proſticuted your Chriſtian liber- 

tie) ſo much ſhall you be the more near to God. 
Secondly, if you feel it your hearr ſome ſeeds of 
deſires to ſprout and diſquiet you; ſeaſonably pre- 


ſpiſed 1 O Feſus, the defire of Eternal mountains, 
draw to thee all my deſires, ſince thou art the Ada- 


. mant, 7eſ#s,the love of all faithful ſouls, take all 


my affecions, -fince thou art the Center of all 
hearts, Feſ#s,the Joy and Crown of all the BleR, 
ſtay my floating hopes, fince thou art the haven 
of hearts, ſtretch out an affiſting hand to ſo many 
errours, and ſet me in a place where 1 may defire 
nothing : but let it be ſuch a place wherein I may 


vent them, one while diverting them by ſome lau- 60 love that which is infinitely amiable. 


The fourth Treatiſe, 


CO ———  ——_——— er o—o—— 


Of AVERSION. 


Se. 1. The Natare and Qualities thereof. 


—_— Veriion is a paſſion apprehenſive, diſdain= 
ſence and ful of diſtaltes', which is ſhut up as a 
_—_— ſnail in its ſhell,and hath no inclination to 


any thing in the world. Covetouſneſs preſenterh 
it many objects,to ſee if it can ſnare it with a bait; 
but it doth nothing but fly away,and turn the face 


to the other ſide ; and albeit it ſeems not_ to defire 
oughr of all is offered unto . it ; it nevertheleſs co- 
veteth good, but goes towards it by by-paths, and 
fight from all that which ſeems oppoſite to its fe- 

licitie, | : 
Well, to underſtand the nature of this Paſſion; 
we 


Part 4. | 
wow A» we muſt know, that as in motions of affeRions, 
verion*, thereisfirit made in the ſoul a love wholly ſimple, 
whichis an inclination and a complacence towards 
ſome obje& ; from thence Deſire is created, by 
which we conſider the ſame objeR, not only as 
good and convenient, bur as a thing abſent, and 
out of us, which we muſt endeavour to have, and 
ro bring withia our power: But if we have the good 
hap to poſſeſs it ; from thence joy ariſeth, which 
isa perfe& complacence, raiſgd,upon the poſleffi- 
on of the thing deſired. LikewiF in paſſions which 
reſiſt and oppoſe our heart ; firſt, a ſimple hatred 
15 created, which only importeth an Antipathy , 
and a certain diſſenting from the objeR, which the 
underſtanding: propoſeth to the will, as diſagree- 
able or hurtful : Thence we come to conſider this 
objeR;,cither as far diſtant, and hard to be avoid- 
cd; andthen Fear laies hold of our heart : or we 
behold it more near at hand, and very ealie to be 
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young wenthes, who hive mach ado with them- 
ſelves : Shall chey marry ? There is not any match 
likes them; this man is unhandſom ; that other is 
but imple ; this man too wayward , that, too me- 
lancholy 3 one, too wild ; another hath not living 
enough ; nor that other, good alliance; an Angel 
mult be terchied out of heaven to marry them, In 
the mean time, ſome amorilt learneth ro dance his 
cinque=pace, and to powder and frizzle himſelf 


10 to pleaſethis coy piece, whom nothing contenteth 


but her own diltaſtes, If, on the other fide, this 
creature looks towards Religion ; ſhe will multi- 
ply her paces and viſits, and will run over all the 
Monaſteries, and find none to content her ; one is 
t00 indulgent, and another too auſtere ; the habir 
of this pleaſeth,but the manner of living is diſtaſte- 
ful ; the fleſh draweth upon one ſide, and the diſci- 
pline drives away oa the other; and her wavering 
mind can reſolve on nothing, nor irreſolve on no- 


repelled, being wholly unable to make any great 20 thing, but irreſolution. 


or ſtrong impreſſions upon us, as Fear doth, and 
then it is properly called Avertion : but if the evil 
happen to be preſent, it is a vexation and a trou- 
ble, and when it is paſt, there remains a horrour, 
which we call Deteſtation. 
The cha- We may fay, this paſſion which is diſguſted with 
rage-o"ge all, hath nothing ſo diſtaſteful as it ſelf, There you 
Ok a behold a ſoul oppreſſed, ſtill apprehenſive, ſtill re- 


Aron. tired, and ever harſh; and as nothing pleaſeth ir, 


That admitred and” eſtabliſhed in this manner ; 1 
—_—_ are two ſorts of Averſion,the one where- 
of is tied to things, the other to perſons, and both 
of them are of power much to diſturb us, if we ſea- 
ſonably feek not to give remedie thereto in our 
moſt tender years before theſe diſpoſitions was old 
in us, and ſtrengthen themſelves to our prejudice, 
Now, I obſerve we may find very good remedies 
out of the conſideration of the Divine proceedings 


ſo ealily itdiſpleaſesall the world. 1f there be cauſe 30 of God, as I intend to let you ſee in the ſequel of 


to name one, he will neyer call him by his name , 
but will ſay, of whom ſpeak you ? ofthat wretch ? 
of that ſluggard ? 'of that miſer ? of that ignorant 
fellow 2 Or, if he hath ſome deformitie of bodie 
of that crooked piece ? that crump-ſhoulder? of 
that unfortunate caitiff, who is much duller then a 
winter's.day, or the ſnows of Scythia ? If a book 
be to be cenſured; there is nothing worth ought in 
it, they are diſcourſes and words ill-placed. If mer- 


this diſcourſe. 


Sec. 2. The ſweetneſſes and harmonies of the beart 
of God, ſhew us the way tocure owr Averſions. The cork. 


Irſt, we ſee that God loves all things except 4tion 

: : : of the love 

ling and hates nothing he hoth made, Eflence, which Ged 
Goodneſs, and Truth, follow one another by the p-2*5*0 
neceſſitie of conſequence ; and God hath pur nO- wres, is a 
thing into being, which is not in the ſtate of ſome P***tu! 


chandize be ro be bought ; the ſhop and ſtore-hou- 40 Goodnels ; yea, the devils will burnin hell ttving ace 7 Boug 


ſes of a merchant ſhall be turned over and over, 
and nothing found that gives contentment. If he 
be in his own houſe ; he ma kes himſelf inſupport- 
able to his domeſticks : this garment is ill made, 
this chamber is ill farniſhed,this bed too hard, theſe 
diſhes unſavourie ; the wind at a door, the creak- 
ing of a caſement,the crying of a child, the barking 
of a Dop, all is troubleſom to him, If a man of 
this condition be to be married ; there is not a maid 


ſomething good, having ſomewhat of God. They Ooh ny 


have being and ſubſtance,underſtanding,and will ; ris que | 
all which, conſidered within the limits of Nature 77,7 


p] od:ſt; eorum 


cannot but be good. There is nothing but fin which e fect. 
altereth and depraveth it by theill uſage of ir. S. g37-1025” 


* Sin cor- 


Cyprian hath well noted it, when he faith of De- rupteth 


vils, That they were 3 ſpirits impure and ſophiſti- 35, $296 


cate, who having loſt their finceritie and heavenly eſſence in 


. s . itelecty- 
vigour by the contagion of the vices of the earth, {1 5ex. 


in the world worthy of him, he muſt have one fra- 50 and who being onceloſt, ceaſe not to ruine men, tures: 


med out of his own rib, as God did for the firft 
Man : or.ſuffer him to raiſe his love in imitation of 
Endymion and Caligula, up to the ſphear of the 
Moon. Burt moſt eſpecially, women of this humour 
are extremely troubleſom ; They have no ſmall 
buſineſs ro do, who are to find them out maid-ſer- 
vants and nurſes; this is too ruſtical, ſhe hath no- 
thing amiable in her eye, ſhe ſpeaks roo big, her 
body is not flender enough ; the other is a piece of 


Humour 
of coy 
women. 


. TDs d 
From thence we behold, that as in adulterated mer- 1;.yant, 
chandize and falſe money, there is alwayes forne 2 Spins | 
. . . * mM; - 

good mixed with the bad ; ſo in theſe unclean ſpi- 7; 4ui 


&5g1 qui 


rits, there is an Intelletual nature of it ſelf veric + m6. phe 
. terrern [i- 
Sood,which hath been corrupted by fin. God can. 


3s imer/z 
not but loye in them all that is his, as much as he” 2 
deteſteth all which proceedeth from their rebelli- ;,;, :rre-o 


on ; But if there be any thing lovely in creatores {0 —_— 
miſerable and forſaken, which is worthy co enter- , ein! 


fleſh not worth ought : needs muſt ſhe be perpetu- 60 tain the heart of God ; how can we have an Aver- 7” 


ally upon change; and our of too much curioſitie 
to meet witha good ſervice, be the worſt ſerved of 
any woman in the world. Behold one diſtaſted with 
rhagy vr conditions, and offices, all diſpleaſerh 

im ; Shall he become a Church-man ? that ſeems 
a ſlaverie to him : Shall he ,betake him toa ſword ? 
It is hazardous : To an Cffice ? It coſts roo much : 
To traffick ? Little is to be gotten : To a Trade ? 
He cannot find a good one. Laſtly, it troubleth 


all the world in this ſoveraign being, is more beau- 


fion againſt ſo many other things which rclt (as OY 

yet) in innocencie ? nod ts big 
Itis an admirable thing, that the heart of God Etfence 

is4s the Father of Harmonies, and doth within it gen, 

ſelf accord things the moſt oppoſite. For we know by vt 2!t 

tiful, berter coloured and more flouriſhing then ir 

is in it ſelf; yet there is no contrarietie. Water re- 

fifteth nor fire; heat, cold; drouth, moiſture ; be- mar: - 


him co be a man, and would gladly entertain the 70 cauſe it is a SanRuarie of Peace, where all diverſt- Jous 


:nvention of Ovid's Mceramorphoſis, to be trans» 
formed into fome 0;her kind of creature, There are 


. : 2 . : Temples, 
ties conclude in Unitie.Greek Hiſtories make men- where 


tion of certain Temples, as was that of Adonis, lions were 
62 " where. 


wherein lions were traQable ; that might come to 

paſs from the Induſtry of men, and nor out of the 

Xlian. de virtue of the place, as Elia» the Hiſtorian ſuppo- 

animal-l- ſerch : but here we muſt ſay,, The boſom of God is a 

2 cale25 rue temple of Peace, which Wakes lions familiar 
with lambs, and which uniteth all to it ſelf. 

But co witneſs unto us, belide, the intention 

which God hath to diſpoſe us ro ſympathy, hence 

pathies , isit, that not ſar/sfied to have united all the parts 


wr. 4 Creatures inſenſible, certain Bands and dumb Ami- 
on Eſſen- ties, which cauſe them to ſeek one after another, 
woo i" and to link themſelves together by complacence, 
'  aswe ſee tohappenin the load ſtone and iron,in 

the amber and the ſtraw, whether it be done by a 
ſubſtantial form which is hidden from us, or 
whether it be by a tranſpiration and effluxion of 

their ſubſtances, as the Philoſopher Empedocles 
thought, And which is more, if this ſovereign 
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in this condition; but if one can become free , I adviſe T9 ek by 
him rather to make choice of liberty, Yet we are not ways ones 


ignorant, but that there are many good men who PertY ac- 


by the power of virtue aflit their bodies,and pre- tions, is 


fer contempt above all which the world eſteemeth, (75 _-.. 
that they may conform themſelves to the ſuffers felf to be 


. . alwayes 
ings of our Saviour, condem« 


Bur to reſt within the limits of *® civil life , I ned. 
ſay, that although we may innocently uſe the blef- $7 


vocatus es 2 


of the world, as thoſe of an Egg,he giveth even to 10 fings of God, and put nature to its ſmall pittans ne tit 


ces z yet we muſt take heed of becoming too ſuf. 37* /4 


picious, t0O nice, and too apprehenſive of thoſe # > Dogh 
things which are not according to our appetites ; 7'eg..,.2: 
for otherwiſe there happen great diſturbances, and « One 
irkſome confuſions of mind , which thruſt the PY{ *5** 
healch of our ſoul into uncertainty. being too 
Firſt, when a ſpirit is roo much tyed to its kin, 575,09." 
and too much bent to flie all the contrarieties of hard thing 


nature, it is very beggarly and ſuppliant towards (97 3otee? 


ſome in- 


Workman permit Antipathy among creatures, he 20 its body, which is not done without much care:For commodi. 


hath reduced all ro the good of communitie, ſince 
it ſerves for the conſervation of Species which com- 
poſe the beautie of his Univerſe. So the contrarietie 
between the Lamb and the Wolf is a perfe&Rt in- 
citement to the conſervation of this creature, ne- 
cellarie for humane life. 

How we = SOME ONe May here ſay, that by perſwading too 

cover our MUCH] perſwade nothing:for,if we admit ſympathy 


Avetlions. for all which God had created, we then muſt love 
arure 


life being repleniſhed with great and little incom- $159" 

modities, from which Kings themſelves cannot be full of 

wholly exempt : If one apprehend them roo much, '** 

he mult live like a man who would perpetually ſhuc 

his eyes for fear of flies,and employ (almoſt) all his 

time,which is ſo precious,in the ſervice of the fleſh. ; 
Secondly, God for puniſhment of this niceneſs, C77 nen* 

will ſuffer, that all we moſt fear ſhall happen to us: witteth it 


a man many times falleth into miſchiefs even by 7: 


neceſſarily ſerpents and poiſons;we muſt miſerably ſatisfie our 30 fearing them.Death ſeems to be onely for cowards; timebam 


brings _ 
with it its 
ſympa- 
thies and 


hunger with all impure viands, which cannot be 
done without deſtroying the principles of nature 

which neceſſarily hath its appetites to good, and 
thie. its Averſions from many things contrarie unto it. 
Fracaft. de To that, I anſwer, we cannot wholly live without 
Stipath. Sympathy and Anrtipathy : For we well know that 
L 1:c-13- the Knowledges of the Senſes, of the Imagination, 
ofthe Underſtanding, come to us by the help of 
Species which repreſent unto us the quantitie, fi= 


and when one ſeeks ſor liberty by unworthy ways, 7 3 
then he is involved in the greateſt ſervitude, _ 


verebay 
Thirdly,one is in danger to fall into much diſcou- 5719", .. 
ragement,and into ſad deſpair,when he ſees himſelf One puts 
ſlipped into matters troubleſom, and very vexing, + pM 
ſince be ſought to avoid the lighteſt, . For which hazard 


to live 


cauſe the Sages counſel us, willingly to accuſtom ,1,,,.;n 


our ſelves a little to evil,and of our own accord to inſupport- 


harden our ſelves, to the end, that when it ſhall _ —— 


Sure, form, habir, motion, and the reſt of things ; 4o come, neceffity may make that more ſupportable, mom—_—_ 


but above all, the accord, and diſſonance from 
whence commonly ariſe in our ſoul two affections, 
the one of Dilatation, and the other of Reſtriti- 
on, For as the ſoul dilates and ſpreadeth it ſelf to 
things which are delightful to it ; So it draws back, 
and foldeth it ſelf up at the ſight ofall is unplea- 
ſing to it, verie well witneſled even in the members 
of che bodie; which extend or contraQ themſelves, 
The firk According as matters are agreeable or diſagreeable 


which we have already aſſayed by prudence. We owe cam, ue 
nothing to fleſh,to live according to fleſh,ſaith S.Payl: ſecwndum 
and S, Ferowe in the Epiſtle he wrote to Aglaſins, yivanu. 
clearly giveth him to underſtand, That the Profeſſi- Rom'S. 
on of Chriſtianity is not a Prefeſſiun nice and lazy; ad Agha 
a true Chriſtian every day beareth the Croſs, and re- Mnf . 
nonnceth himſelf. S. Bernard ſaid as much in one of Deus, 
his Sermons upon the Canticles : Fly (faith he) rof*%* 


confeſsio 


Jour beloved perſecntour, that you may find the end quaidie 


motions to the heart. We do not here intend to ſtifle all the 5© of your perſecutions in the accompliſhment of his wil, 01m, ” 


moſt pare firſt motions which are not in our power,inſomuch 
inevitable. as they are invincible and inevitable, It were to 
de Ira.c.2, NO purpoſe to make long diſcourſes to a man to 
exhort him, not to have ſome ſmall quaking in his 
bod:e,when on aſudden,cold water is thrown upon 
him, or not to wink with his eyes when a glittering 
iword is preſented, as it were to ſtrike him, or not 
have ſome dizzineſs in the head, by beholding a 
precipice from a place on high : For all that is na- 


tural, and may happen to men the moſt moderate. go 


ROTO We do not |;kewiſe ſay,that we mult not fly,not 
reaſonably ONlY by the firſt Motives of Nature, but alſo out 
fiy hat. of Ele&tion and Reaſon, all that which is hurtful ro 
any wiſe the bodie and health, No man (faith the Apoſtle) 
burttule. h2teth his own fleſh, but cheriſpeth and entertaineth 
quam tit as long as be cay, therein imitating the renaerneſs 
come ., Of effettion which Jeſus Chriſt hath for his Church.I 

add; -thatitisnot alſo my intention to perſwade, 
that oneſhould not ſcek in the care of his life, 


ſuam odio 
habait, ſed 
nutrit & 
fovet eam, 
ficut & 
is MM and Reaſon wil permit We muſt bear with ſervitude 
Epb.5. 25: ({aith this fore-alledged Oracle) if we be engaged 


, "api" Chriſium 
It is a determination from heaven, that we ſhould wi | 


ſee before our eyes ſo many great religious men —_— 
and women,moſt auſtere, whom the divine Provi- ſeipſm. 
dence ſeems to propoſe unto us, to extend and Fn 
glorifie the Croſs of Feſns Chriſt, and ſhew, that canr. 
all is poſſible to the love of God, R—_—_ 
SeR. 3. The Conſideration of the indulgent favours __ E 
of Feſms Chriſt towards Hamane Nature 1s a i Þanw 
powerfml remedy againſt the Humonr of Diſdain. adverſetur. 
|þ we be not yet throughly perſwaded by theſe 74. ex- 
reaſons ; the example of our Saviour ought to ample of 
make us aſhamed:For when we more nearly conſi- 5; , coo 
Cer his life, we find that he only did not ſhew an for ano- 
Averſion from things deſpicable , but choſe the ck qe 
moſt abje, and contrarie to Nature. page 
I ask of you, what attractive was there in hu- pur. © 
mane nature, to draw him from the higheſt parts 


f10N$» 
of the heavens to its love ? What ſaw he in it but a 


things the moſt 'commodious , ſo much as Juſtice 70 brutiſh bodie, a ſoul in the moſt inferiour order of 


Intelligences, all covered over with Crimes, whol- 
ly drenched in remedile(s miſeries ? and yet laying 
alide 


Part 4. 


ſide thoſe beautiful Angels wlto did ſhine as Aro- 
matick lamps in his eternal Temple , he came up- 
Era nds, ON earth to ſeek for this lolt creature, prodigal of 
& confuſio- his ſubſtance, a foe to his honour, injurious to his 


Ne per glorie ; and not content to reconcile it ro his fa- 


re, vidi1e, ther, he eſpouſed it, and united it to himſelf with a 
= band indiſfoluble, putting it into the poſſeſſion of 


amGum 

mewn ſafer a|] his greatneſs, to ſurcharge himſelf with its miſe- 
nlrige ries, This is it, which is ſo notably deſcribed by the 
—- rable ungracious wretch,calt forth upon the face of 


amit rhe earth, wallowing in ordures, abandoned to all 


ow bs " ſorts of injuries, and ſcorns, whom the Prince of 
obir wnde  glorie looketh on with his eyes of mercie, rakerh 
Concil. him, waſherh;clotheth, adorneth, and tieth him ro 
Nees. Dimſelf by the band of marriage. 

zemperiv WE natura'ly have ſo much Averſion from per= 
patnur, 


averſe 1ONS misſhapen, naſtie, and infeted, that we can= 


_ not look upon them : but if with theſe defeRs, we 
ed fug en- 


Fe Eres Alſo there find a ſoul wicked, ungrateful, an enemy 20 


charnate 


ze to God and men; we then conceive ſuch horrour, 
mſqu"*", that one had need to be more then a man to en- 
blandiwr,& dure them. Now, we were in this eſtate, which I 
AT oc ſpeak of ; for beſides the misfortunes and calami- 
men igneſcitzt1es which encompaſſed us on all fides, we were 
Look enemies to God, by having been too much a friend 
promittit. tO Our ſelves; and which is more, we could not 
Ht. s. have one ſilly ſpark of love for him, if it were nor 
de gratis» inſpired into us by himſelf: mean while he accept- 


the world theſe contrarieties. He out of his goodneſs will not 

are vary toſehim, who through his own malice delighterh 

w the &%-ro loſe himſelf ; he then ſtretcheth forth his hand 

Gad. unto him, when the other turns his back; the one 
flyech, and the other purſaeth this fugitive with 
the pace of his charity, even into the ſhadow of 
death. He calleth him, he flatters him, he courterh 
him , and not content to pardon him a crime , he 
promiſeth him a Kingdom, What may one ſay of 
ſo profuſe a Bountie ! 

How can we in the world ſo greedily ſeek for all 
che contentments of hature, ſeeing the God of na» 
cure ſo roughly handledinthe world, which he built 
with his own hands ? we cannot abide the ſtinging 
of a fly, a noiſe, a ſmoke, the ſight of a thing which 
!5 1n any ſort diſplesſing : a world muſt be made of 
gold and (ilk to fatisfie our defires, Feſws is the ſign 
of a ContradiRion, reverenced in appearance, and 
effect, uſed as a thing of noughe, O how divinely 


The Paſſions of Averſion, 


SeR. 4. The Cincluſion againſt Di/aain. 
We we {till our of hamour love things plea- ſtisa , 


. _— , ametro 
ſing to ſenſualitie, and have a perpetual have an. 


diſtaſte againſt all which may maintain virrue £ Arr 

A Father and a Mother , to hayean averſion onefor 
againſt their own children, under colour that they £n*4*- - 
have ſome defeQ in nature, and inſtead of repard- dy, or 
ing them with an eye full of pity and compatſion f9n* 


ghar dn | : other de- | 
to comfort their infirmities, wipe away their tears, formity of 


Averſion 


Prophet Ezekie/,when hs ſets before our eys a miſe- 10 and provide for the neceſſities of their life, to leave June 


. | : when we : 
them at random in the ſtorm ; and if out of neceſ arc bound 


fitie we muſt do them ſome good, ro throw them 19.1%" 
out bread in an anger asif they had committed a 
great crime to come intothe world, in that rank 
which the providence of God had prepared for 
them ; what a ſhame is it to entertain amities arid 
pettie loves only to pleaſe fleſh and blood; thar if 

the eyes find not contentment; the heart will no 
longer obſerve fidelitie ! | 

This creature, e:hich had Heretofore been fo 
much beloved, is now forſaken, rejeRted, and uſed 
like an excommunicate, having no other crime but 
ſome deformity of body, ſome infirmity or other 
accident, nothing at all in its power to remedie. 

A busband, traiterous to Altars, and to the Sa- 
crament of marriage , barbarouſly uſeth a wife 
who brought with her the wealth of her parents, 
and her own heart and bodie, in lawful wedlock : 
but now this carnal man taken in the ſnare of his 


mours of eth us, and appropriateth us to himſelf among all 30 luſt by a wretch and a proſtitute, rejeReth a law- 


ful wife as if ſhe were a ſerpent, or the froth of an 
enraged Sea, elſewhere to ſatiate his brutiſhne(s, to 
the prejudice of his reputation, and the death of 
his ſoul. Muſt I here produce the aRions of ILnfi- 
dels, to confound ours ? 

One Mneſipprs relateth in Lrycian, How that Lucianus 
he one day, ſeeing a man, comely, and of an emi- ;jge, © 
nent condition paſling along in a Coach'wich a 5 gene- 
woman extremely unhandſom, he was much ama- a p.gun, 


© Zed, and ſaid, hecould not underſtand why a min vv 


of prime qualitie, and ſo brave a preſence ſhould og 
be ſeen to ſtirabroad in the company of a montter. f*''y 2, 
Hereupon, one that followed the Coach, over: ger our | | 
bearing him, ſaid (Sir) you ſeem to wonder at what *v<*00*: 
you now ſee ; but if I tell you the cauſes and cir- 
cumſtances thereof, you will mnch more admire. 

Know, this Gentleman whom you ſee in the coach, 

is called Zenothemis, and born in the City of Mar- 

ſeil'es, where he beretofore contraRed a firm ami- 


hath Saint A»grſtine expreſſed the humour of a 5O tie with a ncighbour-citizen of his, named Mene- 


Piſptice Worldly man, an enemy to thelife of God, in the 
ovaris quid hook he wrote of the Chriſtian Combat ! 7eſ#s 
nance was not wiſe enough, according to the opinion of 
habuitz,, the world; He hath indifferently taken upon him- 
<ſplict (elf all thar which his heavenly Father would, not 


wnpudicis, 8 
qu's « ſhewing any Averſion from things the moſt di- 
v.7g.ne natus C 

eſt; diſplicet ſtaſtefui. : ; 

juperbs This isit which is hard to digeſt ; Tt diſpleaſerh 
{nas the coverous, that he coming into the world hath 


tmnelas 

fapienter 

Hin d. diſpleaſeth the luxurious, that he was born of a 
boats 2s; V Ir. It diſpleaſerh the proud, that he ſo pa- 
«&/plce 1. Ciently ſuffered injuries : It difpleaſeth the nice, 
midi quad, that he endured ſo many affliRions and torments : 
& «nm Laſtly, It pleaſeth nor y A timorous, that he died. 
$i42fus Prophane ſpirits ceaſe not to ſay,. but how can 
ceſendere, _ that be done in the perſon of God? and- inſtead 


mum Of correRting their vices (which are verie great) 


to: dijptice- they find cavils at the perfeRions of 7eſ#s Chriſt, 


dhe which are moſt innocent, 


Auguſt. de 
gone 


Chriſtiana» 


crates, Who was at that time one of the chief men 
of the Citie as well in wealth as dignities : But as 
all things inthe world are expoſed to the incon= 
ſtancie of fortune, it happened that having (as it is 
thought) given a falſe ſentence, he was degraded of 
honour,and all his goods were confiſcated. Every 
one avoided him as a Monſter,in this change of for- 
rune ; but Zenothemis his good friend as if he had 
loved miſeries, not men, more eſteemed him in his 


not brought with him a bodie of gold and pearl. It gQ adverſitie, then he had done in proſperitie ; and 


bringing him to his houſe, ſhewed him huge trea- 
ſures, conjured him to ſhare them with him, ſince 
ſuch was the laws of amitie : the other weeping 
for joy to ſee himſelf ſo entertained in ſuch ſharp 
neceſlities, ſaid, he was not ſo apprehenſive of 
the want of worldly wealth, as of the burtheri 
he had in a daughter, ripe for marriage, and wil= 
ling enough, but blemiſhed with many deformi- 
ties, She was (faith the hiſtorie) but half a wo+ 


70 man, a bodie miſhapen, and limping, an eye 


bleared, a face disfigured ; and beſides, ſhe had 
the falling fickneſs with horrible convulſions. 
Ddd Neyer- 


578 


Nevertheleſs this noble heart ſaid unto him, 
Trouble not your ſelf about the marriage of your 
daughter, for 1 will be her husband, The other 
al:oniſhed at ſach goodneſs,God forbid (ſaith he) 
T lay ſuch a burthen upon you, No, no, replyeth 
the other, ſhe ſhall be mine, and inſtantly he mar- 
ried her, making great feaſts, whilſt the poor Fa- 
ther was rapt out of himſelf with admiration, 
Having married this miſerable Creature, he ho- 


THE HOLY COURT, 


Part 4. 
ther to his eſtate,and was the honour of his family. 

O good God! A man of the world, to ſpeak, 
and do all this for worldly Amitie! ro command 
over himſelf inall the great averſions of nature, to 
content a friend ! ro act all theſe admirable prodi- 
gies, in ſight of all the world for the ſatisfaction 
ofa moral virtue! And can it become us to play 
the nicelings,and ſo much to give way tO Our aver-= 
ſions, to forſake the law of God, Nature, and 


noured her with much regard, and made it his zo our own ſalvation ! Will we never underſtand the 


glory to ſhew her in the belt company, as a tro=- 
phey of ,his friendſhip. In the end ſhe brought 
him a goodly ſon, who reſtored his grand-fa- 


ſaying of Saint 7»ftine ; That to live according 
to the propenfions of Nature, is not to live like a 
Chriſtian ? 


= — 


The fifth Treatiſe, 


GeShatk Od ſeemeth to have made all things for De- 
—— /eftation; fince even Creatures which have 
to have no ſoul nor reaſon have a dead DeleQati- 


DeleQati- 


ons on applyed to the place, and end for which they 
were made, Had fire ſenſe, it would triumph for 
joy to ſee it ſelf in an eminent place : and a ſtone 
would receive contentment to be below : the Iron 
would ſmile to feel it ſelf enchained by the arms of 
the Adamant ; and a ſtraw, to behold it ſelf caught 
by the Amber., 

Now for as much as theſe things are without 
judgement ; all their joy conſiſteth only ia the ceſ- 
ſation of their motion, which is done when they 
are arrived art their proper elements, Creatures the 
moſt eminent have a ſenſitive knowledge of things 
agreeable to them,and do infinitely rejoycein their 
poſſeſſion and fruition ; But,man,who worketh by 
more powerful and exalted engins of reaſon, is 
created to participate in Joy,not by a dead Action, 


Of DELECTA TION. 
SeR. 1. That DeleAation is the ſcope of all Natare : Its Eſſence, Objefts, and Differences, 


wholly divine and inſpired, as thoſe of holy Con= 
feſſours, Virgins, and Martyrs, who rejoyce in the 
praQtice of virtues, in auſterities, and torments; 
others are indifcrent, partly humane, and civil, as 
are the pleaſures we take in the beautie and diver- 
ſitie of natural things, honeſt amities, and ſciences, 
in honour and eſtimation, in the ſucceſs and pro- 
ſperitie of affairs, and in the exerciſe of great char- 
ves : Others come from the Baſe Court, and from 


10 animal nature, as are the pleaſures of eating and 


drinking, of feaſts, of banquets,of love,of dancing, 
of ſports,of plays,and of jelting. . 
Every one meaſureth his likings by his own na- Contente 
ture and condition ; and one may truly ſay, that rather in 
pleaſure is not properly in things exteriour, but in *1<v%> 
the interiour of our wils and appetites. See we not, pleaſing 
that all colours have no luſtre in the night-time, 0% 
and that neceſſarily light muſt awaken, and put 


them in poſſeſſion of being coloured ? ſo, all ob- 


bur by an underſtanding, and a reaſonable fruiti= 26 jeRs in the world are of the ſame nature ; they are 


on. And that you may the better conceive,where- 
in the joy of a real man conliſteth;you muſt know, 
it is compoſed of four things ; the firſt whereof, is, 
compoſe that,to receive z one muſt have an obje& pleaſing 
_ and delightful, which is as the baſis of rejoycing : 
en of man» and ſecondly, a facultie capable to conceive, and 
know this objeq,which in it ſelf naturally diſpo- 
ſeth to Deleftation ; from whence it cometh to paſs, 
that a Beaſt will hear the braveſt and belt Luteniſt 


Four , 
rhiags 


dumb, dead, and inſenfible, unleſs the ray of our 
will refle&ts on them to aRuate them, to ſet them 
a work,and of them to make matter of our delight. 

If pleaſure ſprang from the qualitie of creatures, 
it would be alike in all heartszand never would any 
thing, which is pleaſing to one, be irkſom or di- 
ſtaſteful ro another: but ſith we ſee ſo many diver= 
ſities in the contentments of particulars, arid that 
one ſelf-ſame man is ſometimes diſpleaſed with 


in France without any pleaſure ; becauſe, it hath 3o that he hath moſt affeRed ; we may well ſay, there 


not ears to judg of it : thence we muſt goto a third 
defgree, which is an affe&ion toward this objeR , 
otherwiſe, had it all the perfeAions in the world, 
there is no contentment taken therein : from 
whence it cometh that devils, albeit they have a 
certain preſence of the ſoveraign of all objects, 
whichis God, and have a certain knowledge of 
they know | _. 3 # 
tobeſo Aim; they cannot find any repoſe therein, becauſe 
aniable. they love him not, To conclude ; the accompliſh- 


Why de- 
vils!love 
nor God, 
whom 


is ſome ſecret in joy which is not derived from 
any thing elſe,then ir ſelf. Chirox could not endure 
to be a feigned God, becauſe he daily ſaw the 
ſame things. Polycrates was impatient to have Fe. 
licitie fixed upon him, and ſought, of his own ac. 
cord, to become unfortunate, as one glutted with 
his own happineſs. : 
Thereare a thouſand fantaſtical tricks in a ſpirit 
over=much contented with worldly bleſlings,needs 


ment Of pleaſure is the preſence, poſſeſſion, and 4o mult our apperite in the ſame tone meet with ob. 


fruition of the good which is known to us, and 
which we;lave:for from thence proceedetha ſweet- 
neſs vital, lively.and delicious which poureth it ſelf 
forth ifito the bottom of our ſouls, and diffuſeth ir 
felf upon our ſenſes, as a gentle dew falling on 
plants. See what joy doth,if you have never well 
tryedit; which is indeed novught elſe but a fatis- 
faGion of the ſoul in the enjoying what it loves, 

/But now at this preſent, to expreſs all the ob- 


je&s, to accompliſh our felicitie : Wherefore it 
much import to habituate it in delight, which ari- 
ſeth from things good, and laudable, ro purchaſe 
Its joys at alow rate, to have them continually 
within ones ſelf, without begging them from elſe- 
where,which will never happen but by flight from 
unlawful luſts, and by the - application of our 
minds to things divine, For which purpoſe I will 
here repreſent unto you the reproach of evil plea- 


jects, and particular cauſes thereof, is a diſcourſe 59 ſure,that you may adapt your felves to the ſources 


which rather extendeth in length, then eſtabliſh- 
Three Eth any ſolid veritie; Yet, I think one may under- 
—_ take to affirm there are three ſorts of joy: ſome are 


of the delights of God, 
Set, 


Part 4; 


Se. 2, The Baſeneſs and Giddineſs of ſenſnal Yo 
luptuonſneſs. 


= Icked pleaſure is an inordinate delight in 
this Paſsl- ſenſual things, proceeding from a ſoft, nice, 


ons 


and effeminate ſoul which adhereth co its fleſh,and 
exceſsively loveth ir,and which alſo oft proceedeth 
from a ſpirit become cold in the love of God, and 
darkned in the knowledge of other bleſsings of the 
other life, from bad education, and from many vi- 
cious habits contraRed in youth : ſtrange is the 
dominion of fleſh, and admirable the ſway of plea« 
ſures. 
Delubrmn Fipure unto your ſelf that you in a Table ſee 
T453.2r; that Edifice, which the Prophet Eſay calleth, The 
Temple of pleaſnre, It is a boule of delight, where 
one entreth in by five gates, which are all crown- 
ed with roſes, and carry the badge of yourh, and 
proſperity. The five gates are the five ſenſes, by 


The Paſſions of DeleAation, 


379 
proclaim an everlaſting war, Ali theſe kinds of ** 
people would willingly make Epicrms his vow, 

which is never to have any trouble, nor ever 

would they be diſpenſed with init. If there be 

the leaſt ſhadow of ſome ſickneſs ; Phyſicians upori 
Phyſicians muſt be conſulted with, all the world 

mult be entertained with an imaginary evil, reme- 

dies muſt be ſought for, on all ſides ; Drugs every 

hour, of all kinds ſent for, ſb long, uatil they have 


10 made an Apothecaries ſhop of their bodies. But if 


really they be ſick ; Hippocrates and Gatea muſt bo 
raiſed again, to feel their pulſe, ſo few Phyſicians 
they find to their liking ; and then battels muſt be 
waged to take a medicine, or to receive a prick of 
the lancet, if peradventure the apprehenſion df it 
be lodged in the giddineſs of their brains. When 
Death comes to look on them, he muſt have a gild- 
ed Mask on, and be clothed with a garment of 
white ſattin, embroidered with pearls, and a little 


which all the paſſages are made into caroal plea» 29 ſythe of Chriftal put into his hands,or a filver dart; 


ſure; and which according to their nature are per- 
petually but upon ſenſual pleaſures, and vain de- 
lights of the world. When one entreth into this 
houſe, he inſtantly feels the ſmoke of meats, he 
heareth a great noiſe in the kitchin, and mixed 
with it a conſort of diſſolute people, who chant , 
that, which thoſe miſerable ſouls ſung in the book 
Venite, fra- Of Wiſdom Come, let us enjoy preſent bleſſings, and 
emur bovis [yy 1; not torment our minds with the time to come ;, 


for they extremely fear the ſtroke. 

Laſtly, to be ſhort, youin this lodging ob- 
ſerve infinite many who never make uſe of their 
feer, and as little of their head, but to trouble all 
the world : ſuch as cannot eat one morſel but with 
ſ1iver forks, nor cannot ſpit but upon the ſame me- 
tal ; ſuch whoſe viands muſt be more choice then 


their humour, is their open enemy, Were it nor 
better for one to die a thouſand times,or to live all 
the dayes of his life attending the moſt skittiſh 
Mule that is, then do ſuch ſervice to his bodie ? 

Set. 3 The Sxblimity, Beanty, and Sweetneſ's of 


marceſca, of God : ſome of them are frizzled, powdred, gguſ- 40 Heavenly delights. 


Rerched Soul! if thou yet art not grieved to qo. 
lead a life,an enemie to the Croſs, 0dious to tentment 
Reaſon, unſupportable to men : and if thou ſeekeſt i*'* © 
joy and contentment,for which,it ſeems to thee, we 
are born ; lifr up thine eye, and behold delight in 
its (gprce, which theg wile never find but in the 
hoof God. The wine of Palms makes all other 
wine unſayourie,and men to be temperate, So the 
contentment which cometh from things divine, 


fantaſies : and to conclude , all of them have no goblotterh out the memory of all ſenſual deleRations. 


— ſz quified; others ſmoke-dried, high-coloured, Wd 

quod n» Fiery-faced ; others pale, meager,and out of coun- 

perrs"ſe® renance : ſome drink, eat, and make good chear 

ntz, fo prodigiouſly, that Nature doth even burſt for 
anger : ſome toy,ſport,and trifle among women of 
their own humor : others fumble upon a Lute,fing 
airs,and prattle to pleaſe themſelves : others ſhuffle 
Cards, ſhike dice, and pitch bartels at the ſound of 
money : others deſign ſtrange new dances in their 
other aim, but the ſatisfaRion of ſenſe, and the 
{laverie of the fleſh, 

The image You ſee likewiſe among theſe heaps very many 

Or nice 


of ſuſpicious nicelings, who have as great a care of 
their health, as if the Species of men were to fail in 
themſelves. There are many people,who never by 
experience knew of what colour the Criſping of 
day was; and who as well alſo may vaunt, as the 
Sybarite, that they never ſaw the ſun either rifing 


Ones. 


One grape alone of Ephraim « better worth then Ita 
all the vineyards of Abiezer, One ſole pleaſure Eztrarm 
taken in heavenly objeRs,is a thouſand times more "j#="" 
to be eſteemed then all the contentments in the Judic.s. 2 
world, whoſe deſire is nothing but fire , fruition, 
but diſturbance ; and loſs, but repentance. All 
the pleaſure of God is in God himſelf : he hath his 60d poſ- 
Halls , his orchard, delights, his Cabbiner, and {<%"s 


. = 6 ; ; himſelf,: 
his Paradiſe in his own boſom : he alone is an infi- enjoyeth 


or ſetting. Alchymiſts labour to turn copper into go nite good to himſelf, and ſuſtinent in all the tati- bis <27- 


gold ; but theſe men commonly turn day into 
night, and ſeek for elements apart to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves from other men, as being not made of 
the ſame matter with the reſt, They perpetually 
pick quarrels at the air, the winds, the ſeaſons; and 
there is ſcarcely a day clear enough for them: they 
muſt keep their chambers, learn the trick of dining 
in their beds, to beware of Planets and Moons (as 
great enemies) ard to fear the Serexe as if it Were 
ſome flying ſerpent, which came to rob them of 


. . . , rentgmens 
tudes of its beatitude ; he enjoyeth it from all eter- 


nitie, having no need of any creature, to augment 
the pleaſure of it, and to accompliſh the glorie of 
it : and, if of neceſfitie-he muſt have company, and 
amitie to make up an accompliſhed good ; he nes» 
ver-needed more then the maſt ſweer and lovely 
ſocietie which he found before all Ages in the Tri- 
nitie of perſons, amongſt whom there is a ſove- 
reign Communication of bleſſings, joy, counfels, 
and nature. Now it is an admirable thing that the 


their life: heat, cold, moiſture, drouth, travel, the 70 ſame good which God: out of necefitie hathor 


* way, are hoſtilities with them, againit wbich they 


bimſelf, be hath prepared for us through Charity ; 
Dddd 2 and 


and will we have any other Paradiſe, then himſelf! 
Maſters will not have any thiog common with 
their ſervants, and if they could, they would not 
breath the air which ordinary people daily draw in 
without any difference , but would create another 
more pure and delicate, for their own uſe. God, 
all good, and all bounteous, doth quite contrarie : 
For, all that, which is greateſt, molt rare, and moſt 
to be wiſhed, is beatitude which boundeth the de- 
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drop of corrupt oil which comes to nothing, and 
fadeth away as if it be not ſpent ; whereas the con- 
ſolations of heaven do ſometimes ſo fruitfully over. 
flow upon faithful ſouls, that they confeſs they 
have not a hearc large enough to contain them! 
O ſoul really penurious, , worthy of all the pover- 
ties On earth ; whom the riches of heaven cannot 
ſuffice ! what haſt thou to do with thoſe ſtanding 
puddles of Egypt which do only inflame thirſt in 


ſires of all the world ; and he hath ſhared it with x0 thy veins ? wilt thou never ſeek for thy refreſh- 


us, not dividing it, {ith he will, that every ooe of 
us poſſeſs it without diviſion, as he enjoyeth 
himſelf without diſtin&ion of felicitie between per- 
ſons. O what a ſhame is it, that a ſoul created for 
the delight of God, beggerh irs contentment from 

\.an ape, from a parrot, from ſome ſauce, from a 
dance, or other thing more contemptible ! 


Thees The blefling of God hath three things,pbſerved 
con” by.S. Thomas, which marvellouſly recommend ir, 
qualities 5 

bal moſt durable, If we found the like qualicies in: the 
of God pleaſures of the fReſh, I ſhould think they were 


wiſe, who provided themſelves of them : but if 
there be nothing leſs in them, then all that which a 
well-reQtified ſoul may deſire ; why purſue. we 
them, to inflame our thirſt and provoke our appe= 
tites ? As for what concerneth Generalitie ;'the be- 
nefirs of ſenſe have this want; they never general- 
a delight, ſith the train of the Peacock, which 
wn pax eſt, pleaſeth the eye with its diverſified paintings, con- 
previa ms tents not the taſte at all ; and that which pleaſeth 
uw pax 3 the taſte, doth not neceſſarily pleaſe either the 
queqwe'*rouching or ſmelling. Otherwiſe doth Gold recre- 
paxtibj eritz ate, and Otherwiſe delight; everic creature hath its 
9vie bucy 4 PLOPErtie and nature, which limiteth the virtue 
zib; eff, no» thereof with a certain circumference : God is the 
> - 4 the obje& which gathererh together all delights, as 
quod vinun he uniteth all bletfings. O man, thou calleſt here 
r= under the little of Contentment, all chat pleaſeth 
panis : quod thee : Thy gold is thy contentment and thy Farm thy 
n_ poreſt Contentment, aud thy life thy contentment ; but God 
efſe pw 3 is a contentment which includeth all other pleaſures : 
ronum eris among theſe objefts which charm thy ſenſes , that 
— "al which 6 filver cannot be gold, and that which is 
fern, wine cannot become bread, and that which light 
cannet ſerve thee for drink : but thy God us that gloxe 
which costaineth the models of all pleaſnres Wl be 
imagined, 
Secondly, ifwe regard the manner of delight- 


ment in the Ciſterns of Berlehems! 
SeR. 4. The Paradiſe, and joyes of our Lord, when 


he was on earth. 


Etus, in the ſecond inſtance, behold what joys Our Lord 


ſled all 


and what pleaſures the incarnate word made f;, jite in 


choice of in this life; ſince it muſt ſerve us for a content- 


model, Verily, were there a man in the world Yhich were 
worthy to live in perpetual delight ; ic was be, in neceſſarily 
to wit, that it is moſt general, molt intimate, and 2, WÞou the heavenly Father had choſen to place his him, to 
heart, his joys, and contentments : It is he, who is giveus an 
called by Saint Ang»ſtine,the ſummary of all power, 
the Treaſury of virtues, the flower and quinteſſence - 
of contenrments, the ſweetneſs of delights, 
wr banquet of Angels, As ſupremely potent 


example to 
wean our 


ves 
rom them. 


and the Hic eſt 
. pls mens 
7 dilefiwe #7 


e might afford himſelf all the pleaſures of Mo- q=»mibi 


narchs : as correſpondently virtuous;he might ſfan- loca. 


Qike them in his own perſon : As being in poſſeſ- Mar.17, $ 


on of the moſt pure delight (in ſuch ſort that the 


30 only aſpe of tus face ſerved for a delicious feaft to 


all the bleſſed ſouls; ) he ſeemed to be inſepa- 
rable from joy ; He notwithſtanding would take ſo 
poor a part in the comforts of the world, that he, 
who would con(ider and behold the whole Table of 
his life from the time of his birth to his death, ſhall 
find he choſe the life of a Halcyon who liverh a- 
mong thorns, whereof her neſt is made,and on the 
trembling agitation of waters,which ſerve it for a 
moving chariot, The life of Feſus Chriſt was a 


40 = "Y life amonga thouſand difficulties which en- 


Vi it on all ſides, a life roſſed with a thouſand 
afflitions which afforded him no reſt, a lifelike un- 
to a piece of Tapiſtry wrought with threds of gold, 
wherein there was nothing but thickets of briars 
and brambles, Good God ! if we be threatned by 
ſome evil; we try all manner ofhelps, we offer 
vows to all the ſaints, and make heaven and earth 
to conſpire (if we can) to free us from it : we be- 
ſeech God ro do miracles in our behalf, that we 


ing ; all pleaſures of ſenſe paſs bur.to the outward go May ſuffer nothing ; and he doth a perpetual one 


*kin : and if they come to penetrate farther ; they 
beat down our ſenſes which are not long able to 
bear an obje@ ſo violent, although it be guſtful and 
pleaſing, Our ſoul alone, asitis in its nature, is 
not mingled with that matter which tieth things 
corporal : It hath a capacitie almoſt infinire of not 
being wearie of its obje&; and God who is a ſpi- 
rit- Creator pierceth in into the bottom, and oyer- 
floweth it with eternal felicities, For, as for the 


in himſelf, to endureall which a ſupreme crueltie 
could invent,& an equal patience ſuffer. He permit- 
ted ſadneſs to ſeize 0a himi even in the boſom of 
Beatirude, as if a King ſhouid give a ſergeant leave 
to bring hima ſummons in the midſt of the plea- 
ſures of his Table, The two moſt triumphant days 
of his mortal life ſeem to be, that of his Transfigu- 
ration, and that whereon he made his magnificent 
entrance into fersſalem; And yet on this he wepr, 


third conſideration, we fee all ſenſual deleRations gg as moiſtning his triumph with tears from his eyes : 


paſs along like a torrent which runs through a 
valley : but the bleſfings of God ever flow with an 
aMuence which never dryetb;and therefore Hagh 
of S, Viftor verie well compared the favours of 
neorum- heaven to a miraculousoil, which the Prophet E- 
rir-3- - 14224 Obtained by his prayer for the, good wi- 
mundi vaſe COW ; for as Ordinarily oi} daily decreaſed in the 
deficits yeſſels wherein'it was put ; this, quite contrarie, ſo 

multiplyed through the bleſſing of the Saint, that 


di in vaſes 
deficits 


Hu oO l, Ts 
Miſcella- 


and on the other, Moſes and Elias, who appeared 
by his fides, to ſerve as Oratours in his praiſes, 
ſpake of that be was to fulfil in Fer»ſalem (to wit) 
of his exceſſive ſufferings, as if one had proclaimed 
tO Ceſar the ſentence of his death, at the inſtant 
when he entred into his Lvorie chariot to be drawn 
by four white horſes. 7eſ#s Chriſt was at that time 
ina body all reſplendent with lights,which was as 2 
chariot to. his ſoul;and he would, to be entertained 


the woman was enforced to ſay, ſhe had no more 70 with his paſſion,mingle the Cypreſs with the Law- 
veſſels to put itin, And how many ſee wee in the 
world, who keep a wicked ſlight pleaſure as a drop 


rel, Ido not wonder the Fathers have applyed to 
_ the paſſage of Geneſis ; 1 will put my Bow in the 
Clonas, ; 


Totine po- 


t wn 
ma, theſau- 
Y4S VAIN 
tun, flss de @ 
let anomon, 
amanitas 
deliciarumy 
COnvUiunuan 
Angelorume 
Aug. home 
in Exur- 
gens Ma- 
ria. 
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w* 


Part 4. JS | 
Arcon ne- This,Ferily, was the Rainbow of the Celeſtial Fa- 


a 9”. ther, which ſhone, & ſhowred both at one time: for, 
Gen- 9» we ſee, this goodly meteor,all compoſed of clouds of 
glory which ſerve as a Mirrour for the ſun, ceaſeth 
not to pour down it ſelf in rain upon our heads ; 
ſo, the Saviour of the world inthe pavillion of the 
Beatirude of his ſoul all covered over with fires and 
lights, had eyes weefing over. the ns and miſe= 
ries of men, Wherethink you were his joyes? S. 
- Anguſtine will tell you. 

Avg. Was, perpetually content, becauſe it was drenched 
rehi» in God his father, as a drop of dew in the Ocean : 
It was ever in the place of pleaſures which were 
born with it, All it thought, all it did, all it aimed 
at, was nothing but God : and from this ſo per-. 
fet union, waited on by immortal ardours of his 

love, it derived its Immutability. 
The ſoul (beſides theſe delicious Torrents of be- 
atifick viſion which overflowed it)drew its conſo- 


The Paſſions of DileRation, 


* 


$0 t 
ons? Where wilt thou find aiiy to receivethee into 
thoſe celeſtial manſions, if thou doſt not viſit the 
r io their Hoſpitals; and Cabbins, abandbned 
y all rhe world ? Where wilt thou find rewards 
from heaven, if thou ſowelt not liberalities ori 
earth ? O thou nice wanton who wiltſt perpetval- 
pager 4 according to the giddy fancies of 
exorbitant ſpirit; and the many ſufferings 
which have covered, and ſwallowed-up the third 


e ſoul of Zeſus Chriſt 10 part of man- kind, neve#to enter into thy thoughts! 


Of whar fleſh; of what bloud, of what bones doſt 
thou think thou att made , to deſire here to be ſer- 


ved like ademy=God;\and to walk on the heads of 


men? Ignorant of thy ſelf, nay Hang-man of th 
felf, who canſt not live wichout ſo mock vrodigati- 
i ſuperfluities, and ſervices ; not knowing that 
firſt imitation of God,is, to depend little in the 
world on. ought which concerneth the ſervice of 
the body. O thou sld raven of the Deluge, who 


lations fromthe very ſufferings it endured for the 20 ſtill art tied with a 1ong chain of ſervitude, to a 


glory of the Divine Majeſty. It drew them from 
the defiruRtion of Idols, and from the confulion of 
devils which yelled, being now deſpoiled under its 
feet, from the exaltation of the Church, in ſuffer- 
ings and perſecutions; from the glory of ſo many 
ſouls who ſailed from the red ſea of their bloud 
to eternal rewards ; from ſo many holy Virgins 
who were to follow the ſtandard of the purity 
which his Mother did firſt of all place on his Altars; 


wretched piece of carrion, which hath' exhauſted 
the wealth of thy purſe, and brain ! 1s it then in« 
famous pleaſure for which thou haſt renounced the 
delights of heaven, for which thou haſt betrayed 
thy falvation, and trampled nnder foot the bloud 
of the Teſtament ; and thou not yer ſo vouchſafe 
to open'thy eyes, to-ſce the headlong ruine which 
threatneth thee ? Unhappy Bacchanahans, who 
make Temples to be couſecrated among Chriſti- 


from ſomany DoRours who ſhould be born to 30 ans to Idolatrize you; where will yon find any 


beat down hereſie in ſo many battels, which were 
to be waged throughout the revolution of Ages ; 
from ſo many Confeſſours who ſhould bedew 
themſelves with tears of pennance, and burn 
themſelves in a Holocauſt of ſweetneſs. All was 
preſented unto it, as in a burning-glaſs, the rayes 
whereof reflected in diametre upon its heart to ſet 
it all on fire, in ſuch ſort, that it was then like to 


Zach- 1:5 the great Angel of whom the Prophet Zachary 


place to lodge you in,unleſs you mean to leap, and 

Skip upon the blood of the lamb ? Hence with ri- 

or, curioſity, ſports, feaſts, and diſſolute delights 3 

I pronounce it,I publiſh ir aloud, They are the A- 

poſtacies of Chriſtianity, if you dayly go about to 

countenance theſe liberciniſmes. _ 
Fraiterous pleaſures, pleaſures enemies of the X*"* ** 

Croſs ; ſee, ſee at the door of the houſe of theſe 

Syrens the ſepulchres of Concupifcence which 


ſpeaketh, who ſat upon a red horſe among gardens 4, ſtink, and ſmoke ftll with the diſaſtrous carrions of 


of Myrrhe, which are the Hieroglyphes of love 
his red horſe was the ardour of his celeſtial affe&ti- 
on, and the branches of Myrrhe fo many elect 
ſouls, which wereeven then in the Book of Preſci- 
ence, wherein he took unſpeakable delight. 


Sec. 5. Againſt the Stupidity and Cruelty of world- 
ly pleaſures. 


Nd now, (O diſloyal ſoul) to be called to the 

A. ſociety of the joyes of the celeſtiall Father , 
and of the Son of God ; and to deſpiſe them for a 
miſerable fanſie of pleaſure! Ah,jillufion! Ah witch- 


cratc ! What ſenſe is there to fealt perpetually, and 


to live in the profuſe exceſs of Talte and gourman- 
dize, which you ſhall one day bave more cauſe ro 
curſe, then cheriſh ; whilſt ſo many poor Widows, 
ſo many little Orphans,and people heretofore for- 
runate, now neceflitous, even to the extremity of 
penury,have not dry bread to moiſten it with their 


rears, before they eat it ? When have you inquired 60 Chriſt, ſhall be crucified on the Croſs of the bad 


after their Calamities ? When have you opened an 

eye to behold them ? When have you ſo much as 

- made a ray of mercy to refle& on ſo preffing and 

T-grate Deo, deplorable miſeries ? Go (O thou angratefal to God) 
1g" tratour to thy own ſalvation , enemy of the poore, 
| ſts paupe- ſcorn of the rich, and priſon of humane Nature,who 
ny _ Keepelt ir ſhut up ia thy bowels of braſs, not ſuf- 
carcer naw- fering it-ſo much as ro behold its liffs. What wilt 
ci-yſot. hou anſwer to the voice of the bloud of ſo many 


thoſe -unſatiable bellies which made war againſt 

heaven, to have dainties, which they no ſooner re- 

ceived into their tbroats, but the anger of God 

felt on their criminal heads : and do you think,thzt 
following their ſteps,you ſhal have better ſucceſs ? 

See, ſee Lot's wife turned into a ſtatue of ſalt, who 

ſtil cryeth out, with an eternal voice,over the burn- GeneC. 19- 
ing ruins of Sodews, and faith, For baving looked ** 

back on a voluptuous City, yea, oh the flames of 


5o my puniſhment, behold me changed into a. pillar 


of falr, that all poſterity may know, that bodily $99:25:4 
luſts are like unto ſalt water, which well may irri- Princiges 
tate thirſt, but never can quench it. See, ſee like- x wn yt 
wiſe thoſe Princes glatted with delights, crucified cows jo- 
right againſt the ſun , which at their death re- j1,".75.;, 
proacheth them with their crimes. O voloptuous! exfornicar 
O carnall creature! the time will come, when —_—_ 
thoſe members which thou wouldeſt not crucifie mederwn: 
by a holy mortification on the Croſs of 7eſ# Cn 
thief, by the pains and torments which the Juſtice 

of God ſhall ſend thee, and it ſhall be ſaid, Cru- 

cite, Crucifie him againſt the ſun, that he dying, 

may ſee him whom he hath deſpiſed, that he may 

ſee the ſun of Juſtice, againſt which he hath ſpir ; 

that he in Idea may ſee the ſplendour of eternal 
delights, which be hath left, to tie himſelf co a 
dunghill ; that dying, Feſ#s may reproach him wich 

his ſenſualities, his diffolutions, and ingratitudes, Hic «re, 


term» 164+ POOr, Who will plead apainſt thee at the day of 07 O God ! rather hair- ſhirts, ſackcloth, aſhes, ſacks, \ #* 


judgment, if thou from this time refolveſt not to 
cut off thy ſuperfluities , trocomfort their afflii- 


thorns, faſts, aufterities, and ſharp raſours, then frm 


to fall into ſuch ignominy, 


SeR, 


532 
SeR. 6, The Art of Joy, and the means how to live 


contented in the world, 

Ne of the belt arts in the world is, how well to 

cejoyce,and the man who finds out the miſtery 
of1t,doth more,then if he had diſcovered the foun- 
tain-head of Nilxs, or the Countreys which pro- 
duce gold and diamonds.I will give you a brief me- 
thod of it,to concludegthe Treatiſe of Delight ; and 
place your ſoul(if you wil take ſo much pains'as to 0- 


The art, 
of Joy- 


bey reaſon)in the ſtate of a moſtfincere tranquillity 10. yowr anderſtanding, lead your ſoul to judgment, let tir, temer- 


You muſt firſt of all imagine with your ſelf, that 
the earth whereon we live. is -not the region of 
joyes 3 and what induſtry, ſoever we may uſe, we 
ſhall not any long time of our life be impenetra- 
ble to cares, and Sadneſs, which commonly grow 
from our coodition. 

It was a fanſie in King 4bexner to be deſirous to 
breed up his ſon in continual pleaſure, never ſut- 
fering him to be rouched with the leaſt impreffion 


Damaſcen. 


THE HOLY COURT, 


Part 4, 
clap which ſeemeth not to roar for him : There is 
neither an anger in the heavens, nor s menace on 
the Earth, which ſeems not to confpire to his ry- 
ine. If you have paſſed your life very innocently; 
give thanks to God who is the Father of innocen- 
cy, and the ſource of SanRity. - 

But if by miſhap you are fallen into ſome very ,,,... 
grievous fin ; (following the Counſel of Cardinal fem. 35. 
Petrus Damianns) Mount np to the Tribunal of fr 


men- 


Jour thoughts accuſe you, let your reaſon Jndge you, "pſu a 
let your conſcience lift up the ſword, let it ſtrike judicuon 

home, let the blood of tears be ſeen to ſtream from j— -p4 
the wound, and be you a Martyr of penance, ts become = 7 @ni- 


a witneſs of the mercies of God, panitens 
It is tO mount very high, to come to this firſt corſcient 
degree; but we muſt yet paſs to the fecond,which is ef Park 
mortification of paſſions, becavſe a ſoul perpetu- /«cbrim- 
ally maſtered by its apperites,cannot freely breathe nu e- 


of ſo many diſcontents, - which occurre in the 20 the air of tht children of God. It was in the con» pet: 5: 


courſe of mans life, For which purpoſe he cauſed 
him to be educated in a-pallace, which ſeemed to 
be conſecrated to merriments, and delights ; All, 
which art and nature could do to make a man con» 
rented, was ſhut within this circuit, and the Father 
permitted not any thing to be preſented before his 
ſons eyes; which might have the power any way to 
diſpleaſe him. 1o the end, this happy creature was 
troubled at his golden Cage, and delicious priſon, 


fuſion of ſtirs, that the Prophet Nahum accom: 7; t_ 
pliſhed his Prophecy. The voice of rhe whip, the 4nn «4 
voice of the impetwoſity of wheels, of the ntighing venes Mar- 
horſe, and the flaming chariot , of the corvetting 99 42" 
hor ſeman, of the glittering ſword, and of the light« Nahum 
ning lance, where we ſee nothing but death and ru 33 

ive, There is nothing but wars in a paſſionate ſpi- 

rir, the whip of Gods Juſtice ſcourgeth, the wheel 

of inconſtancy there circumyolveth continually, 


He had a deſire to behold the world : and having 30 there concupiſcence neigheth. Pride walks in Tri- 


before never ſeen about him but, flouriſhing troups 
of youth, endowed with ſtrengch,garb,and health, 
enjoying full proſperity ; he, at his going out of 
the palace, met firſt a begger, then a leper ; laſtly, 
a man all worn with age ; which fight inſtantly 
moved his heart, touched with much compaſſion 
of the miſcrics of mans life, . 
Cares eater into us by the gates of the ſenſes, 
let them be never ſo well guarded : and if we have 


umph, anger ſhooteth its envenomed ſhafts, there 

virtues are ruined , and vices walk in pomp. And 

what pleaſure can you have in theſe tumults, and 

in theſe nights, drawing ſo near to Hell | 

It is held, that pearls have a thick film which dark- 327% 

neth all their luſtre : but when they bave paſſed x. 
through the entrails of a pigeon which concoReth 

them by its hear, this skin falleth off, and they get a 
radiance infinitly beautious. The like hapneth in the 


not wherewithall co be contriſtated ; our own feli- 40 matter of a ſoul troubled with ſome evil paſſion ;ir 


cities diſpleaſe us. Upon which Symmachas hath 

very well obſerved. That, We are born in the world 
amen wach rather for ſorrows then joyes ;, pleaſures which 
Sic nati ſu- accoſt us; ſtay not long with us, they have wings to 
a—_—_—_  forſake ns, but to ſay truely, ſweeteſt things in the 
furgaor, world are given us for an uſe as ſhort, as the ſenſe 
[ 4. mag thereof is feeble. And that which the more is to be 
que reigam lamented, is, that wits the moſt ſubtle are ordina- 
brevirs/w" rily the leaſt ſatisfied 3 they are more greedy of the 


loſeth the luſtre web is imprinted thereon by the fin- 
ger of God,& fadeth in the obſcurity of its concu- 
piſcence;bur if it throwit ſelf intothe heart ofGod, 
w® is the holy Ghoſt it ſelf,it tempreth the unruli- 
neſs of paſſions by his divine ardours, & is clothed 
with the moſt pleaſing lights of the Empyreal hea- 
ven,w®*are the ſources of the moſt innocentdelights 
W hat a ſpeRacle is it to ſee a man maſter over him- 
ſelf, who walketh according to the levels of God,as 


{- ſu eſt. time to come, more diſtaſted with the preſent, leſs 5o the hours by the degrees of the ſun, who prefers 


forgerfull of evil paſt : They burn themſelves with 
their proper light ; and many times, to avoid an 
honeſt captivity, they frame themſelves a thou- 
ſand fetters. It is no diſgrace ; but, thedeſire of 
many, tO be a beaſt a little, to live the more in re- 
poſe ; znd to leave the tree of Knowledge, to ga- 
ther the fruit of life. Now, albeit we cannot ar- 
rivein the ſtate of this preſent world to a fulneſs of 
felicity; yet there are means ſomewhat to manage 


conſcience before riches, virtue above honour, who 
wil not be knowing, but to underſtand his own ig- 
norance, who defireth not to be potent,but to do 
good, who of his words makethdecres of wiſfdom,& 
of his life a continual harmony! Muſt we not con- 
feſs that he entreth into a fortreſs, where envy no 
longer hath a'rooth to hurt,calumoy no ſerpentine 
tongue toſting him,nor fortune darts to ſtrike him?. 
It is not afimple word, but an Oracle of the 70 1n- 


our life, and to lead ir in innocent contentments. 60 terpreters,when they ſaid,that a man who hath wel 


To reach - this happineſs, it is neceſſary firſt of all 
to have a conſcience very clean, and free from re= 
morſes, from crimes, and from fins, never well ex- 
piated , for that is it which lighreth up corches, 
and which cauſeth furies, and tormentors in the 
midſt of a heart troubled with ſpeQres of its own 
wickedneſs, What joy hath a man who hach God 
his enemy3-and who feels the Divine Juſtice to 
ſhoor lighcnings, and ſhake thunder over his cri- 


© maſtred hispaſſions,is the Phyſician ofhisown heart. 


Add to this viory over paſsions, a good choice x7, 7. «.. 
of profeſsions and vector adich OG be exer- "IT 
ciſed in bymane life, wherein we neceſſarily muſt mY 7 Pa 
play ſome part,and have ſome reaſonable employ- », Y , 
ment to entertain our ſelves,otherwiſe ldleneſs of- gcc. 30. 
rentimes becoms the ſeminary ot unquietneſs. There 23; 
are men,whoÞe in the world,as diſlocated bones in ts. Exute- 
the body, They have hir ill by the miſhap of their #9 vid 


minal head ? nay, may we nor ſay, there is not a 70 choice, they arenot in theplace,wherethe divinePro- 


moment of his life which is not ſteeped in the bit- 
rerneſs of his thoughts? There is not a Thunder- 


ridence would have them. A ſtorm of paſsion hath 
peradventure thruſtone into aCloiſterzan infirmity 


of 


Part 4. 


Epig. 1.10, 


of fleſh hath bound ano:her too baſely to ſome 
poor wedlock : thoſe are bands which wiſdom caa- 
not break, alchough Imprudence hath many times 
tied them with its hands, we muſt (weeten them by 
reaſon, ſiace they vex us by their neceſfity, A 
heare galled by ſome ill chance, which it knoweth 
to be incorrigible, hath much ado to find any joy; 
it muſt be created by art, ſeeing we cannot arrain it 
by good luck: It will not be ſo genuine, 'but per- 
haps generous enough. It is a great myſtery in 
matter of contentment, prudently to order the 
courſe of ones life, and n6t to put ones ſelf upon 
bad buſineſſes; to be guided rather by counſel,then 
by paſſion, to diſpoſe his perſons,and family with- 
in limits, civilly well rectified, neither ro make 
matter for a Comedy of his name, nor for a Tra» 
gedy of his manners; to ſertle his lirtle fortune in 
a pure tranquility ; not to be offenſive, nor to 
have any enemies but ſuch as have proclaimed en- 


The Paſſions of Deleftatioh, 


God, in great and worthy aRions, . in good con« 
verſations and pure amiries , in the eltimacion 
which proceedeth from virtue, in the contemplati- 
on of total Nature, therein to find the God of 
Nature, in the laſt of the Maxims and verities of 
our Religion, and Gf you be of capacity) in Elo- 
quence, Poetry, Painting, Muſick, the Mathema= 
ticks,in Games which are moſt ſpiritual, Hiſtories, 
Books, meetings of good wits, woods and ſolicudes. 


10 Diſcharge your delights(as much as you can)from 


matter, ro approach unto thoſe of Paradiſe. Fix 
them not on things which are hard to atchieve,and 
eaſie to be loſt; practiſe your ſpirit, to find them 
in your heart, as a good facher ofa family, who c- 
ver hath wherewith to live, and to feaſt his gueſts 
in his own houſe. Forget nor in the time of fair 
weather to prevent the ſtorm of humane acci- 
dents, and daily rhink how you may put your ſelf 
under covert within your ſelf ; but, which is more; 


mity againſt reaſon. Great eſtates are much more 20 into the boſome of God. When Gyges his ring was 


uncapable of contentment then mean z they have 
roo great a Train, and in the great extent of their 
appurtenances, they fall the more often upon all 
kind of hazards ; their felicity is a body compoſed 
of a million of members , multitade burdeneth 
them, and the want but of one affliteth them. We 
have ſeen Kings and Princes, who could not be 
merry,but by ftealing themſelves from themſelves, 
and -by forſaking the enfignes of their dignity, to 


turned towards the world, it made him viſible to 
all chere preſent; but when -he drew it back to- 
wards himſelf, he becatne inviſible, and impregna- 
ble agaialt ſuch as wiſhed bim 111, If your qualiry + 
cauſe you tolook towards the world, and pom» 
pouſly to propoſe yoa to the eyes of beholders ; 
remember you mult have a Retreat , and in- 
nocent inviſibilities to vindicate your felf from 
the throng of importunacies. 


deſcend to the converſation of more inferiour 32 When you ſhall have well-grounded the mar- 


conditions, 4 

There are many in the world, who are incited by 
great worldly ambitions, but who having met the 
golden mean, habituate themſelves ia their condi- 
rion,and there to adapt them, as Halcyons to their 
nelt: They have the dew of Heaven, and the far 
of the Earth, wealth, childrem, inheritances, hou- 
ſes, money, health, and friends ; they manure the 
gifts of God, in an aſſured repoſe, it ſeemeth con- 


ter of your contentments , then negle& nor the 
form and faſhion of them, Imitate not choſe, who 
on a ſudden drench and drown themſelves in plea- 
ſure, with a voluntary drunkenneſs , which pre- 
ſently deprives them of all pleaſure ; Diſti!l your 
joyes, like unto a heayenly dew ; moiſten your 
heart, but overflow it not ; otherwiſe it is to be 
feared in ſuch as are of a very ſoft remper, leli the 
approach of excellive joy, may cauſe a great eva- 


rentments are onely made for ſuch men.Such is the 40 poration of ſpirit, and leave the heart deſtitute of 


felicity deſcribed by thePoet Aartial.Wealth which 
comes by ſucceſſion, not by pains-taking , land which 
=o a good revenew ; a perpetual ; 4; no ſuit,no 

ervitnae, a mind contented, a beay ſound, and conve- 
niently ſtrong ; a prudent fmplicity : friends ſuita« 
ble, dich obſequions,a T able without art, night 
free from tares, and not burthened with wine ; A bed 
not ſad, bat chaſte ; ſleep which makgs the night ſeem 


ſhort ; ta deſire to be what oxe is, and to reach at n0 


heat and vigour : which cauſed Zexxes the Painter 
to die laughing, as he beheld the rough draught of 
an old woman, which he was a finiſhing; and the 
Poet Philemon, by ſeeing an Aſs that came to eat 
figs on his Table. 

Howſoever it be, diſtaſte ſticks to the extremes 
of the greatelt pleaſures, as Cantharides on the' 
faireſt Roſes. Reſemble not thoſe who overflow in 
their favours, who publiſh their own proſperities, 


more ; neither to fear the laſt day of our life, nor to 5O and tell them to alt the world : which raiſerh them 


iſh it. Behold the bounds of humane happineſs, 
which are well enough expreſſed, according to the 
opinion of the world; and. ſach - as walk theſe 
wayes, readily ſequeſter themſelves from all the di- 
ſturbances ofeare, and would not in any ſort ap- 
prove the ceremonious cuſtemes of the Fews, who 
.commonly carried panniers and Hay along with 
them in a journey, to put them in mind that rheir 
Anceſtours had carried earth and mortar in Egypt. 


many envious and maligne ſpirits, who tir up 
tempe {ts in their imaginary tranquillity. Rejoyce 
(faid an Ancient) in'your boſome ; do all the good 
you practiſe from morning coll night, with plea- 
ſure; and when any miſadventure befalleth you , 
everthink, it is a great favour from God it went 
no further; and that the Divine Providence is fa- 
tisfied . with a little hurt, Call ſomerimes td your 
memory the ill days and dangers you have eſca- 


But yer we muſt tell you, it were'to make life roo 50 ped by the goodneſs of God, that you with the 


beggerly, and too much depending on fortune ; to 
think felicity is included within ſo narrow bounds. 
There needeth but a moment to pull down a neſt, 
which a bird hath built with time and pains: nor 
needeth there alſo þut one misfortune. to diſſipate 
all the little Oeconomy of humane prudence, 
Learn a good leſſon of conteatment, which ſhall 
be, not_to-+rejoyce much at-vain and mutable 
things; to unlooſe your ſelf, what you may, from 


more guſt may taſte your repoſe, 1f you be for- 
runate, hold you there, and be not like the dog in 
the Fable, whe let go his piece of ficſh to catch a 
ſhadow. The fooliſh Idolaters of Egypr, after they 
bad Courred their god Apis in fo mary ſtudied 
faſhions ,after they bad found him with ſo much ſa- 
tisfaRion,after they had received him with ſo muct: 
applauſe; killed him, to put another in bis place. 
That is it which all ſenſeleſs worldly ſpirits do, they 


ſenſe, and tofly into the region of Angels, therein 70 diſturb their own pleaſures, and themſelves, to live 


to find your contentment. There is ordinaril 
much ſatisfaRion in the commerce one hath wir 


ro become the conqueſt of a Chymera of honour; 
or of ſome pleaſingthing, which keeps them in a 
| perpetual 


Fl 


- 


WW” 


perpetnal famine, You are permitred to love the 
gifts of God, to derive a little tribute of content- 
ment out of all creatures, to reſtore it to the Aus 
thour, to avoid diſcontented humour, ſpirits trou- 
bleſome and complainingto pleaſe your'ſelf with 
good company : Butif you defire ro know the my- 
jtery of myſteries in pleaſure ; underſtand, you 
ſhall never find it but when you ſhall learn to re- 
joyce in tribulations, out of a deſire you have to 
conform your ſelf to feſ#3 Chrift, That is the joy 
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Cujat imiti= delivers him over to labour, which 
obtinet, pro» Heavy ſtone to roll all the length of the life, labour 
Jun !a- placeth him in the hands of ſorrow and ſadneſs , 
itn, ev ſorrow (which properly is a diſlike had againſt ob- 
; 4. je&s contrary to its inclination) exerciſeth him 


- 


Part 4: 
which all the Saints have ſtudied with pain; have 

found with delight, and have taſted with glory, 

That is it which S. Petey calleth, The ineffable, and Exutubiris 
the glorified; That which $. Zawes ſaid contained {77e men 
the conſummation of all comforts : That which $, greats, 
Pax found in Caverns, S. Laxrexce on the Gredi= ry 
ron, S. Katharize on the wheel, S. Apollonia in din, 
Aames 3 Laſtly,That which cometh from the throne 19% *-*+ 
of the Lamb, and which with its eternal ſtreams 


watereth all the plants of Parads/c. 


——_ — —— 


The ſixth Treatiſe, 


of SADNESS. 


\ 


——_ 
bh TY - 


Sec. 1. Irs Deſcription, Qualities, and the Diverſity of thoſe who are turmoiled with this Paſſion, 


as into a career, where, in the beginning , 
blindneſs putteth a ſcarf over his eyes,then 


h Wiſe man ſaid that man entreth into life 
him a 


vet 


principally in the body : Sadneſs, which is a paſſi- 


ſophy and reaſon. Now, I may well add, follow. syin« ſez/# 
ing the conceits of the wiſe, that I ſee infinite ma» St 
ny in this picture who have nor all the ſame live- humoreſpe+ 
ries; For the kingdom of this Paſsion, is an admi- 7 Fe” 
rable Purgatory, where puniſhments are divers , que ſui- 
and every one participates of them according to jm tt; 
the quality of his apprehenſion, and the diverſity fue fnicimis 
of objects. Such (faith S. Ambroſe) is the condits- —— 


on of onr life ;, Roſes, which before ſin grew without compung:'e 


on of the reaſonable Appetite, that filleth the 10 thorws, are afterward on all ſides armed with ſharp: |", Hers. 


hearr with acerbity by the privation of amiable 
objects, and by the repreſentation of things grie- 
vous and oppoſite to nature, works upon the ſoul, 
which it inceſſantly afliteth, Some are ſlowly wa- 
ſted by perpetual languours, others are many 
rimes ſeized on with fo much violence, that they 
ſuddenly die of it, as it happened to a ſon of G/- 
bert, Duke of Mentpexfier , who yielded up 'the 
ghoft on the tomb of his father. 


pointed prickles, to teach ns that the moſt ſmiling men. 
fortunes take part in the cares, and miſeries of the 
condition of mortals. 

I obſerve nice impatient Ones z; who bave been Impatient 
bred,as it were, between filk and cotton, and who Salicies 
never beheld the miſeries of the world, but through 
ſhadows and clouds, and therefore the uſe they 
have taken to be ſerved from their childhood ac- 
cording to their humour, cauſerh patience to be a 


This paſſion hath for nurſe, ſoftneſs of ſpirit , 20 matter very extraordinary with them, So you ſee 


ſeeing a ſoft ſoul is ordinarily eaten by anxiety , 
and gnawn by perplexity, as iron is conſumed by 
Ruſt : Ir is ſeated in melancholy; for the melan= 
cholick are they who moſt feel as burdens of life, 
the ſpirit being deprived of alacrity, which uſeth 
to ſeaſon things the moſt bitter. Faintneſs and diſ- 
couragement are ever by its fides to torment it : 
becauſe they are the two paſsions which dry up the 
Haumidum radicale , quench the heat, drain the 


that upon the leaſt occaſion preſented of ſuffering, 

their weak ſpirit ſhrinks within it ſelf, and their 

tender fleſh makes reſiſtance. Theſe are they of 

whom the Prophet Barxch ſpake, fy nice ones Delicaimei 
have walked throngh hard and rough wayes, And of *niware- 
whom Seneca hath aptly ſaid ; They are wlcers dfeite:.. 

which are irritated when they are lightly toached, or Baruch. *. 
that you make but a ſhrw to doit. 1 on the other *' 

fide obſerve ſuſpicious impatient ones, who skir- 


ſource of ſpirits, and conſtitute the whole ſtate of 30 miſh with flies, and are tormented upon ſhadows 


'its miſchief, Round about it fly cares, diſcontent= 
ments, and annoyes; ſince theſe are irs compani- 
ons, and moſt ordinary entertainments. The 
heart of it is filled with an infinite number of de- 
tires, being our diſcontentments do multiply ac- 
cording to the meaſure of our deſires; and that he 
who delireth nothing, quarrels at no body, nor is 
impatient at the burdens which the providence of 
God layeth on his ſhoulders, It liveth on gall, as 


of affronts which never were, continually rumina- 
ting on ſome flight cold countenance not pur- 
polely ſhewed them , or ſome word ſpoken , 
meerly out of freedom of ſpeech : on the other 
ſide, Iſee of them that are prompr , and ſharp, 
whoſe bloud quickly comes into their faces, whoſe 
eyes ſparkle, voice is ſhrill, faſhion turbulent, and 
veins wholly bent upon revenge ; ſo that they do 
not long diſpute with a yoke : but break it, and 


being nouriſhed by continual acerbities : It look- 40 run at random, where they oftentimes commit as 


eth back far off after contentment ; which flieth 
from it 3 inſomuch as irs onely torments conſiſteth 
in deſiring, and not enjoying : It beholdeth it ſelf 
in a pond of ſtanding water 3 becauſe ſuch are the 
objects of ſadneſs, which the impatient ſer before 
their eyes, to ſtir up in them many troubled and 


uncolleQed fantaſies, Laſtly, it is one while little, 


crouching, and, loutiſh, with a countenance of 
lead, and weeping eyes3 another while alſo it is 


many errours as they go ſteps. I obſerve others, 
who are more bitter then ſharp in their impati- 
ence;and in this number 1 behold many wayward, 
and prying old men, who ſtill bave ſome accuſati- 
ons to make againſt the ations of youth, 1 ſee 
many Courtiers diſcountenanced, many intranced 
lovers, tnany officers, fervants male and female dif- 
miſſed,many ſuitours reje&ted in their purſuits, ma- 
ny envious, who repine at the proſperity of their 


furious, inflamed, and frerfull ; to ſignifie unto vs 50 Neigbþour : on the other part I behold many per- 


two-ſorts of impatient men,whereof the one filent- 


ſons afflicted in the world, one with ſickneſs, ano. 


ly bites the bridle, having no means to come to the = ther for the death ofa friend, one with contempt, 
end of their pretenſions : and the other breaks ont 
in:0 extraordinary fury, with intention to tear a- 
ſunder the obſtacles which oppoſe their deſigns. 
Behold the piture of ſadneſs drawn out of Philo= 


another with ſlander, one with poverty, another 
with deformity of body ; ſome with indiſpoſitions 
of mind, and other temporal miſhaps. It is of this 
ſadneſs whereof the Wiſe-man ſpeaketh, ay x 


bad] 


2 


"7" ibs Bhi} Badinf, jb; 


Proverb. 1 faith, that-E ven as the mth marreth a faFmment, and 
r- IP litth worm \gnaweth word, fo ſadneſs inſtuſibly cat« 
veſtimen, e+h.the- hrartof man, UII Bu 
How es * Laſtlyy bſee many miſerable creatures; who reaſe 
mis viri ggt to find fault with their vocation, and'ro tome 
meet cone plain of ritdſe who-govern them,to accuſe the Ape, 
and ſeaſons, andofc-rimts to call God in queſtion, 
Some tell their evil to-alt the 'world, lik+ tits thoſe 
ſick perſons who ſought for remedies from all who 


> Fkldve objets-which happen in the cliances of 
amahe L 0338 ON TOW 21 70. 

. Asfor thoſe whichigi6w from Melaticholick hu- 
mour, they are deep y. 5-19 being the inherican- 
ces'of 'Nature , and the'effefts of  Teraperature. 
They fray” notwithſtanding be greatly moderated 

by prudence, diſereh, and tudy which one may =. 
uſe ift'overcoming them; It were notto be deſired Utility of 
eo cut off all manner of melancholy at 0nce, when J*ja*** 


| . : holy. 
_ pafſedby:the'gares of cheic Temples : othets hatch 179 it is born with us, and'proportioned to the funRi- Te 


cheir diſcontent in the bottom of their heart, 'and 
bave mack to do,that ir be nor ſeen in their fares ; 
others þpublickly drag cheir:Croſs through cvrrents 


Cams Of water, with murmurs and imprecations;of which 


wma. the Scripture ſaith : That [the clamony aud noife of 


num nw» their exclamations openly break:forth. Others cannot 
FA :, reſt. in any' place, beirig weary of all manner of 
ſports, recreation and company : others are vexed 


at themſelves, are dotiſh, melancholick, frightful, 


ons of our mind, atid notions of our body. Itisa 

land which feemerh fomewhar'dry , but it hideth 

great- treaſures, What' would become 6f ſubtlety $,um / 
of wit, weight of judgment in conceits, invention in fur® 071- | 
ſciences, indefatigable labour in affairs, conſtancy 370 
inreſolotions, a correRiye for light hymours, be- ſcienie pro- 
ſeemlineſs in modeſty; perſeverarice in devotion, Pur,” | 
ſtrength in meditation,” conſtancy in ſerious life , 
patience 1n contempt, exerciſe of humility ; if the 


as if they had ſome evil ſpirit in their heart, ſo 20 melancholick temperature ; and Saturnian influ- 


much oppreſſion of mindthey feel : they neglet 
all the offices of civil life» yea; and the funQions 
of natural life, loth any longer to eat or drink, 'as 
if they already were in their-graves : From thence 
proceed 'black fancies , illuſions, deſpair, and a 
thouſand agitations of mind, which cannot be fuf- 
ficiently expreſſed. Ir is ſadneſs which in Scripture 
Omnis p14. 18 Called « general plague. Verily it is a lamentable 
0 tech, thing to ſee, how we are here handled by'the un- 
there are dolours ſo great, and ſadneſſes ſo deep, 
that an extraordinary. grace of God is neceſſary to 
free a ſoul from it which 4s touched with ir, and 
ro ſet it at liberty 3 but we muſt likewiſe ſay, that 
we often betray our Repoſe and Conſcience, by 
ſuffering ſo many bad ſeeds ro grow- up' in our 
hearts, which we might kill with ſome reſiſtance 
of virtue, and ſome ordinary help of the grace of 
God. | J:/G) 01 
SeR. 2. Hamane Remedies of Sadneſs, and biwthat 
is to be cured which proceedeth from melancholy 
and puſillanimity. | 
Vo the great Genius of Phyſick, Hippocra- 
. tes,drave away maladies by his precipes,and 
almoſtſnatched bodies our of the hands of death, 
one Antiphogaroſe in Grece, who envious of his 
Ti;;rlw glory, promiſed ro do apon ſouls what the other 


4xuma;, did on mortal members, and propoſed this ſublime 
Plutarch. 


ence did. not thereto contribute ſol:dity ? Is that 

which maketh great Captains, ſage Couoſellours 

of State, divine philoſopher, and the moſt famous *1; «15, 
Religious : From whence ir cometh, that the An- ,£>ey. 
tients called ic the paſfion of demy-gods, Onely 6etin.1.12 
heed muſt be taken it run not into ſome exceſs, and ©? 7* 
render not nature ſharp, critical, preſumptuous , 
inflexible, and odious ; For by that means, cer- 

tain ſpirits roo much do ſoothe their own humour, 


happineſs of our paſſions. I'-am not ignorant , 30 uſing therein not any correQion, make themſelves 


among company, that, which Aconite'is among 

plants. They are inſupportable in converſation... 
and of times mingling vanity with ſharpneſs , 

there is not any thing wherein they will not find 
ſomewhat to reprehend in werds, in ſciences, in 
affairs, in ſport, in recreation, in voice, ifl garb, in 
habits ; and becayſe nothing pleaſeth them, they 
many times diſpleaſe all the world. It is a great pru- 
dence in ſach as feel themſelyes naturally diſpoſed 


40 to melancholy, to cultivate their mind, and to take 


from ir all which may make it harſh by a perpetu- 

al connterpoiſe of ſweetneſs and mildneſs. The 
wicked Rztilias thoughr all the Anchorets and Rant? 
Religious men were (itk of Bellerophon's diſeaſe , 
which-is a furious ſadneſs, but he is groſly deceiv- 

ed. For it is undoubted, there are great Religious 
perſons, who drawing nought out of melancholy, 

bur ſolidity and conſtancy,do aſſociate unto it, out 

of virtue; a:fingular ſerenity of hfe, fo that it is a 


Plurarch- jnyention, Which Plxtarch callerh the art of curing 50 hard matter to tind any of a humour more plianc - 


K:ctorn, Of all Sadneſſes : where we may truly ſay, he u- 
ſed more-vanity, promiſes, and oſtent of words, 
then he wrote good effe&s. Certainly it were to 
be wiſhed, chat our age (which is ſo abundant in 
miſeries)ſhould likewiſe raiſe great comforters to 
ſweeten the acerbities of the times, co pour oil on 
the peoples yoke (as the Scripture ſpeaketh) to 
enter into the interiour of ſo many poor ſouls, 
beaten down with ſadneſs, and waſted with cares, 


Iſa.10. 27+ 


and pleaſing. Palladixrin his Lay frac Hiſtory mas Pallad. is 
keth: mention of a famous Abbot named Apolon, 27 L4#* 
who was the father & maſter of about 5 a0. Monks, 
whom'he maintained in ſo perfe& alacrity, that 
their councenances ſeemed to bear the charaRers 
of Celeſtial tranquillity. There were none ſad, and 
if any one ſeemed to be touched with heavineſs, the 
good Abbot drove it away by his difcourſe, as 
ſwiftly as the Northern wind diſpelleth the clouds, 


to draw them out of the ſhadow of death with the gg ſaying unto them, It,was-for Jews, for Gentiles , 


firſt raies of ſome felicity. Another Helena were 
needful to mingle the divine Drug of Nepenthe in 
the meats of ſo many aflied perſons, who moi- 
ſten their bread with their tears before they eatit. 


and for ſinners to be contriſtated; bur good religi- 
ous men ought to entertain an erernal commerce 
with Joy. , © $. Athan- 

S. Athaxaſins faith of Saint Anthony, that hige:40.mn vits 


For my part, I think, that to apply a remedyto face' was a looking-glaſs, wherein God cauſed 5: 39% 
ſadneſs, there muſt a diligent conſideration' be had _ the ſanRity of his mind to be reſplendent, and 
of its nature, kind, and quality, for fear that going that he __ ſeemet cheerfull, as if the þloo- _ 
abaur to-give it comfort, the evil be not exaſpera- -mings of his heart had-pnt his venerable face all oy 
t&d, or that a. medicine be unprofitably applied. into bloſſome. So much ſaith Dexis (firnamed the vii S. Fe- 
Four kind ;, There are ſadneſſes which come from humour , 70 little. ) Saint - Pachomins '(a man very eminent, omit 
of one there are which proceed from pulillanimity, others who, in body altogether. diſſolved with” auſteri- 
are cauſed by ſcruples, others by an infinite many * ties and maladies) did in I retain the 
:cce vigour 
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vigour of holy. alacrity. It. is-an imitation of the 
Saviour of the world, who, according to the-Pro- 
phet E/ay, was to be neigher ſad nor rempeſtuous. 
Non erit i» A nd as pious'4nxa, Of whom is ſpoken inthe firſt 
Su" a, book of Kings, forſook all the countenances-and 
42. 4 Ccrabbed looks whick ſadneſs cauſed in her, ſo ſoon 
ped as ſhe had, conceived the little Samxel : ſo-we mult 
"1 ſen = inferr, that a-ſoul which is bonoured with the ſpi- 
verſa mac. ritual conception of ?eſxs formed in his heartyjs a- 


tis ble to drive away all the diſtarbances of dolour. 10 


Otherwiſe, if this evil humour of ſadneſs be che- 
riſhed, without breaking it upon all occakons by 
convenient diverſions, ard the __ reaſon, 
it encreaſerh with age, and being aided by evil dif- 
poſitions. of body , it often degenerateth into 
ſhamefull follies. and hideous frenzies. From thence 
are come thoſe Melancholicks of whom Galen 
3. « tocis, [peaketh, whereof one thought himſelf co bean 
earthen por, the other imagined he was a cock,and 


ceaſed not to crow and clap his wings ; the other 2Q voluntary Croſles, and. bind t 


feared that 4t/as would let the heavens fall. And 

Trallien. !- Tygllianns aſſureth, there was a woman who con» 

1.92: 1% inually kept her hand very cloſely ſhut, fearing 

lelt the world , which in her opinion was held be- 

tween her fingers, might eſcape her. Such Melan- 

cholies (faith $.Zerewe)ſtand more in need of Hip- 

pocrates his remedies, then the diſcourſes of Philo. 
ſophers. | 

But laying aſide theſe Sadneſſes of natural Me- 
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Y | Pant 4; 

profit more.and more and toendeavony tobe yeareful, >» 

and that , attending your aff ar 5, you takg pains with ih, >. 

Jour hands as we have appointed you that. you by your 

converſation may edsfie theſe bo are nene of owrs and 

that you may need nething, [The fore-alledged Au= 

thour. aotably. deduceth this Text of $, Pani, with 

many.other which he citeth, ſhewing, tbat a ſingu- 

lar remedy for ſadneſs, cauſed by Idleteſs, is, the 

occupation of the mind and body. »/ + bo 
For my'pare, 1 am perſwaded,that by'this means The fcru- \\. 

many ſcruples might-becured , wherewith divers *'*** 

minds are now-adayes- miſerably turmoiled, For 

they-no ſooner [enter.into the great /repreſentati- 

ons of Gods j t;of fins,and of thetorments 

of the damned, but they preſently bear all Hell oa 

their ſhoulders. The-thunders of the divine Juſtice 

roars not,bur forthem,and for them the lightning- 

flaſh ; they build ſcaffolds in their heart, whereon 

their imaginations walk ; they nail chemſelves on 

ſelves on Racks, 

making an exceutioner of their. mind, and aconti« = 

nual .puniſhment of +heir life. All they think (in 

theix opinion) is fin-3allithey do, nought but diſ- 

order ; and all they expeR, meer malediRion. They 

never have wade a good Confeſſion, they have e= 

ver forgotten ſome circumſtance , they-bave not 

well ſummed up the number of their fins, the Con- 

fefſour hath not well compriſed what would . 

fay:tlley muſt eternallybegin again, and for trifles - 


lancholy, it is fit to know, that which proceederh 30 of no value:they muſt run and weary all the tribu- 
from a tedious anxiety of heart, is very hurtfull nals of Confeftion , and employ more time then 


to the praftice of virtue, and may be cured by the 
reſolution and courage of a well-diſpoſed will. Ir 
is the malady which the Grecian calls Acedia, 2+ 
Coſrer. th, painſt which Caſſia wrotea whole book ſhewing, 
de ſeri t faſtneth very eaſily upon perſons who make pro- 
feſfion of Devorion,if they uſe not labour andſtu- 

dy todiyert it. $5 
And yerily,there are people in no ſort fit forRe- 


ligion,nor the exerciſesof Meditation,who,never- 40 


theleſs are therein embarked through levity or ig- 
norance, neyer haying well weighed the greatneſs 
of that yocation, Bur if they meet ſome ſpiritual 
DireRours, either indiſcreetly zealous, or little ex» 
perienced, they wil raiſe them from earth,& inſtant- 
ly apply them to the bigheſt contemplations,draw- 
ing them from handy- 
civil life. l would willingly ask whac can they elſe do 
but fall into the paſsion of flothfulneſs, into anxie- 


ties8 languours,w® make life unprofitable tothem? 5o 0ns ſo Often reiterated; th 


In the mean time they who baye undertaken the 
charge to guide them in their Labyrinth , make 
them many times believe theſe drynefles and diſre- 
liſhes are the yiſitationsof God, who will try thera; 
and that they muſt goon and not faint, nor ſuffer 
the bonour of their crawn to wither, And there 
are, who living as beaſts in a meer lazyneſs of ſpi- 
rit, imagine it is arr Jyatftzen, which cauſeth a ceſla. 
tion from all the fanRions of their ſoul, to let the 


would be needful for a man who ſhould manage all 
the great affairs of Fraxce. It is a pitiful thing, and 
——— never invented fo rigorous torments, 
which ſuperſtition (witty: in the fruitfulneſs of its 
own tortures)ſurpaſſerh not.1t ſo toileth the mind, 
that the body is extremely weakned, which is ſeen 
in a face diſcoloured and wan , a brow beavy, an 
eye troubled, a heart ſobbing, a countenance ghaſt- 
ly, a loſs of ſleep and appetite, a forbearance of all 
recreations and pleaſures of life. 

To ſpeak truly,theſe poor ſouls are worthy ofcom. Remedies 
paſsion : for they are perpetually in moſt painful pyjous 
Purgatories. Efficaciouſly to comfort them, they minds. 
mult be put into the hands of ſome prudent, chari- 
table, and reſolute man who may enter into their 


labours and employments of heart, and may beſas it were)the foul of their ſoul. 


They muſt be drawn from this indigeſted and too 
frequent devotion,from all thoſe general confeſſi- 
muſt not be permitted 
to accuſe themſelves of all the vain imaginations of 
their interiour, but of the tranſgreſſions which paſs 
to the exteriour, They muſt be made to account 
their doubtful fins for not fins, ſince ordinarily the 
ſcrupulous have a mind wakeful & adverſe enough 
to themſelves , not to doubt of any grievous fin 
great conceits muſt be put into them of the good- 
neſs & mercy of God;their courage muſt be raiſed; 
and they,in tead of (ins, cauſed to ſet down in wri- 


Spirit of God to work in them, Hereupon, we ſee 60 ting, or otherwiſe, their good works,8& the favours 


ſome; Devoters ſo well practifed in this myſtery, 
that they abandan all correſpondencies ya. to a 
hbusband, all the care of their children, all the pro- 
widence: they ought to have for their _ and 
houſhold affairs, to fatisfie the fancies of their 
mind. Jt is not Devotion which teacheth them this, 
nor is it fit that Libertines hereby take occaſion to 
condemn theexerciſe of piety. It is an errour muſt 


be corre&ted, and ſpeedily, ſach ſpirirs muſt be re- 


they have received from God. It is ſometimes fit to 
change meditations into good broths; to excite 
them with ſome generous thought; toſtir them up 
ſome difference or ſuit,if it be needful;to hold them 
in buſineſs interlaced with honeſt repoſe, & conve- 
nient recreation; to handle them ſometimes a little 
ſeverely;to teach chem to believe,& to fuffer them- 
ſelvesto be direted,and to accuſtom them tro brave 
this ſcrupulonscdſcience;&tovaunt tohave deſpiſe 


duced to labour and care for affairs, 'to cure their 70 whatſoever ir ditareth. Laſtly, ro perſwade them 


ſadneſs. It is the counſel which the Apoſtle gave to 
x The. 4. the Theſſalonians ; We entreat you (my brethrev) to 


there isone who hath anſwered for their ſoul before 
God,&that if there beanyill in hisdireRion, be _ 


%. 


Patt 4. 


be damned for them, and no hurt come_to them 
thereby. To commend them for their docibleneſs 
when ny to let them ſee the fruit of their 
obedience in the conſolation of their ſoul, to ex- 
hilerate them, to heighten them,to take them from 
themſelves, and to turn them into other perſona- 
ges, Many have been abſolutely cured by theſe 


kindes of proceedings, many much ſweetned, For 


there are of them who ſuffer all their life time,their 
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drive away the devils of melanchioly, bad tumours, 
ſpeares, _ and maladies, they wou!d pult 
millions of ſouls out of the hands of their evil for- 
tunes, and would be more to men then were the 
demy-Gods of Antiquity. 

How many herbs, fimples, compoſitions of pby-. 
ſick, how many lenitives; what powerful effects of 
Chyrurgery, being well ordered, do cure ſtrange 
infirmities, and do pluck one from out of the gates 


ſwes being as devils ſettled in ſome poſſeſſion 10 of death ? Bur as the cure and eaſing of the' ſenſes 


which never fully forſake them ; but they muſt be 
let to underſtand, the croſſes ordained them in this 
life; and that undertaking a good reſolution for pa- 
tience, they ſhall multiply their merits. 
SeRt. 3. The remedy of Sadneſſes, which proceed 
from divers accidents of hnmane life. 
HEE I diſcover very long dilation of pleaſures 
daily framed in ſo many divers occaſions, 
which makes it ſufficiently appear unto vs, that as 


of all living creatures, there is not any more deli= 20 the want of them becomes very ſenſible, in ſuch fur _ 


cate,more ſenſible,& which is waited on with ſuch 
a train, as man z ſo there is none more expoſed as a 
Butt for all accidents, which are of power to Occa- 
wiſries fion trouble, then he. Alaſs! what is man, who 
of humane qaketh a crime of his birth, a ſlavery of his life, 
concition- nd an horrour of his death ? To ſalute day-lighr 
with his tears, tocome into the world to be in- 
ſtantly crucified, his mouth open to cryes and hun- 
ger, to bring a barren mind, a frail body, enra=- 


ged concupilſcences, to be a beaſt ſo maty years , 30 /;ax, That all her evil came from loving too much 


then an infant, to feel his miſery 3 to ſee his poor li- 
berty fettered, to live under the fear of rods in a 
perpetual reſtraint of will; then to enter into Ado- 
leſcency, followed by youth, which cauſerh loud 
ſtorms of paſſions to bear along with them the 
ſeeds of all his miſeries. After that, a ſervitude of 
marriage,an evil encounter of wives and husbands, 
of affairs, of cares, of poverty, of children, of ſlan» 
ders, of quarrels, affronts, of contamelies, of bo- 


is neither preſent nor efficacious with all the world; - 
what ſhould a man do who hath. never ſo little 
heart, but try to cure himſelf by reaſon ? It is it The com- 
which God hath given unto man in-ſtead of ſo ma- 27g 
ny offenſive and defenſive arms, born with other reaſon- 
creatures ; why ſhould we net uſe its help ? It is it & £66... 
which teacheth vs, that grief is nothing elſe but an bir--07-23; 
” wid eſt t- 
apprehenſion of diviſion; and that as we are out of j;5, and 
exceſs ryed to all pleafing things in the world: ſodus 


- 
10* 


ſort, that our ſadneſſes ordinarily proceed from" ** 
our love ; Experience ſufficiently ſhewing,that all jmpatiens 
ſuch ſpirits as moſt are in love with therrſelves, are 
the moſt tormented : but if we come to leſſen thoſe 
great affeRions which ſtraightly tie us to conceits, 
and account as loſt all which may be loſt, there is 
no doubt, but we ſhall begin to find a wholſome 
medicine for all the afflictions of life. A mother, ; 
grieved for the death of her ſon, ſaid in 


Lninti- — 
what ſhe might loſe, and that our paſsions are in- —_ 

ſenbbly moſt ardent for things which muſt quickly Jo7e the. 
be taken from us, as if our grief were to take re- moſt loſes 
venge upon the exorbitancy of our love. It is rea- 

ſon that weakneth the opinion of evils, which ma- 

ny times torment us more then their effe&. It, 

which giveth light to things obſcure, order to con- 

fuſed , vigour to langeilfing , and reſolution to,, .. 
deſpair : there is nothing for which ic finds not a megieth 


dily pains, of faintneſs of ſpirit, of ruines of fami- 40 lenitive 3 if poverty make you ſad, why complain #!!, human 


lies, of poiſon, of puniſhments, of privation of all 
one loveth, of vexations by all one hateth, an old 
age contemprible, ſick, and languiſhing. Death a 
hundred times invoked, to fly from the miſerable, 
and to lay hold of the fortunate. With all this, to 
ſee abyſles of fire, and rorments prepared for ſins, 
ordinary in worldly life. Who is it that trembleth 
not,thinking upon all theſe objeQs? and who faith 
not,that one muſt be either well fortified with pru- 


accidents» 


you ? Ignorant of thy ſelf.(faith it unto us)it is not 
poverty,it is thy fancy which tormenteth thee, No Porerty: 
man 1s ever fo poor as he is born. Halt thou 
broughr'gold in thy veins, and pearls in thy en- 
trails, that thou complaineſt of the change of thy 
condition? why doſt thou ſet thy ſelf upon the rack 
for a thing, whereof 7-/ſw# made boaſt, and ſo ma= 
ny wiſe-men make yows ? Expe& a little, Death 
will make thee as rich as Creſxs. If thou thinkeſt 


dence to divert his evils , or have patience to bear 50 thou art poor, for that thou baſt not what thy co- 


them ? 
The fub- Note, that all which may aMi& us, is reduced to 
Pur aftiai- the loſs of goods,of credit, of friends,of incommo- 
on ditiesof budy or mind;and that our miſeries,which 
we think to be infinite, are confined withinthree 
ſmal limits, For all the ſadnefſes which may ariſe 
from theſe five ſources, God hath given us five re- 
medies : Senſe, Reaſon, Time, Neceffity,and Grace. 


Five reme- There are many dolours which grow from the ſen- 
dies for all 


vetouſneſs deſireth, itis an illuſion. If thou wanteſt 
neceſſaries for life , after thou haſt lived commodi- 
oully and happily, it is fomewhar pitiful: but make 
thy ſelf a good poor man, (ince God will baye thee 
ſuch ; ſuffer a while withouc erat N0ge and the 
divine Providence will not: fail to raiſe for thee the 
mercy of ſome rich man to become thy ſteward. 
Pray; be patient,endeavour,take pains,live mean- 
ly, thou ſhale become rich by learning to live con- 


eſſe, 1e5,80d are likewiſe cured by the ſenſes. We muſt gg tented.Ifa ſuit be loſt, what cares, what apprebenſi- & full; 


not think all ſadneſſes have ears patiently to hear 
the diſcourſes of Philoſophers. There is us 
how to help the ſoul by the body, an 100. ſhillings 
are of more worth then a hundred reafons to a 
poor wretch who hath need of ſuſtenance and re- 
freſhment to ſolace his pains; a little good uſage, 
meat, apparel, a Croſs upon gold or {ilver, -reme- 
diech many Croſſes of needy people. If they to 
whom God hath given worldly wealth, took the 


ons, whar pains, what toils are in the ſame inſtant 
loſt > Ifir be according to Juſtice, endure it, ifa- 
Sainſt Juſtice, thoſe who have loſt their conſcience 
in making thee loſe thycauſe, have more cauſe to be 
ſorry then thon. If thon haſt loſt much in pare, it 
is a leſſon of wiſdom to cure a folly ; 1f thou haſt LoG of 
loſt all; give thanks to God that thou ſhalt never "7" 
loſeany moreſo baſcly, & that thou halt means ro 
purchaſe alittle ip this occaſion. If fireand water, 


pain to imitate ſo many honourable perſonages , 70 winds & tempeſts;harpies & theeves take away thy 
and'to accuſtom themſelvesto viſit the ſhamefaced goods;what wilt thou do againſt chance, violence,8 


| Poor, they would daily do miracles, they would 


iniquicy,but preſerve ſybmiffion & innocency?The 
__ bs 1 whols 
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Slander. 


Difgrace- 


Abſence 
of friend» 
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whote maſs of worldly wealth is a torrent, which 
ſwelleth.now upon ong ſide , and then upon ano= 
ther:let that go with patience which thou canſt not 
hold by force. If (lander aſſail thy renown,and con- 
cemn thee, perhaps it doth that thou oughteſt to 
do, had(t thou more virtues. Many by deſpiſing 
themſelves have prevented all contempts, Tongues 
cannot hurt thy conſcience ; we ſtand before God 
ſuch as we are, aud all the teeth of calumny, take 


| Part 4. 
keth up all the parts of our life, but death hath on- 

ly one inſtant of crime, Itis ſo conformed to the 

moſt part of the world, oppreffed with ſo many af- _ 
Aictions, that as Z alencns the Law-maker ſaid, an i of 
Edi ſhould fitly have been made, todie, if God Z-teucw 
had not impoſed a neceſfity upon it. To be born, 

maketh us tributary to all miſeries ; but death a«- 

lone freeth us from ill impoſts. Socrates ſaw his 

death coming whilſt he was a Philoſophizing : 4= 


not from us one ſole atome of perfe&ion. Others 10 »axagoras in pleading : Calavx: braved it, out of 


have but one tongue to ſay', and thou haſt wwo 
bands to do. Perfe& thy life ſince it hath cenſurers: 
verity will force light through thoſe vapours of 
maligne ſpirits, and derive piory out of thy proper 
confuſion, If thou beeſt diſcountenanced by great 
ones, put thy ſelf into the good favour of God, 
who is above all greatneſs, and after thou haſt 
made-thy ſelf a ſlave to men, live a while a maſter 
over thy ſelf. Thou ſhalt find envy will have con- 


ſecrated thee,and that thy puniſhments will make a 20 violence of torments, Time quits the medicine. 


part of thy felicities. If chou entreſt into ſadneſs 
for being fruſtrated of ſome expected good, where- 
fore art thou ſo earneſt in thy deſires, and ſo cre- 
dulous in thy hopes ? and wherefore makeſt thou 
croſſes to thy ſelf out of thy own thoughts? If it be 
for the abſence of a beloved friend, thinkeſit thou 
he muſt continually be tied to thee, as if he were 
a ſecond body ? It is in abſence where our imagi- 
nations oftentimes render all that we affe& moſt 


temerity,and Cixs jeſted ar it,out of merriment, 

If your evil be in the mind,js it chiefly ſin or fol- x1, «m1 
ly which tormenteth you ?, Why forbear you to of the 
chaſtiſe the one by penance, and the other by the "'* 
credit you will give to the judgment ' of the 
wiſe ? By this means you ſhall find, that Reaſon 
= remedy almoſt all evils without much yio- 

ence. 


Where Reaſon is ſurprized and darkned by the 


Comforts 
which pro- 
ceed from 
time. 


There is no evil immortal : for the mortal ,; ler us 
make our ſelves tractable by not thinking on our 
evils, and they ceaſe to be evils, according as time pam rn 
ſtealech rbem away from us, Think not to dry up | 
the eyes of a mother who hath loſt her ſon, or of a 
wife, from whom death hath raken her husband;on 
the day of the burial ſuffer chem to weep, let the 
wound bleed, and think how to cure it, rather by 
prayers then by diſcourſes : The moſt pertinacious 


preſent ; we enter into the bottom of our ſoul,and 30 dolours disband with time, and weare all amazed 


there find the images of our friends deſpoiled of 
matter and body : we praQtiſe the beſt amities in 
mind, where the envious watch us not, the jealous 
obſerve us. not, and the troubleſome interrupt not 
our diſcourſes. 1f this good friend be gone into the 
other world, we every moment run after him, and 
each hour draw near to hjm, Let us be ſatisfied that 
his death is the cauſe that death hath nothing ter- 
rible for us, and that for him we begin to deſire 
what we moſt fear, : 


maladies,ſharp pains, hunger, thirſt,the ſword,fire, 
and all the hoſtility of nature, , we muſt needs ſay, 
all which roycheth the skin,toucheth us very near ; 
and that there are few charming words that can 
well caſt theſe ſerpents aſleep which devour us ; 
but we muſt likewiſe confeſs; that if our griefs be 
ſhort, they deſerve not ſo great complaints; andif 
they be long, their laſting faſhioneth ys to pati- 
ence. All is formidable to a body full of long bealth, 
but the accuſtoming to things unpleafing cauſeth 
the contempt of them. / "WM 1 
Nature hath deſtinated the moſt nice and tender 
to great dolours, as women to that of child-bear- 
ing; to teach us, that what we fear moſt, is not al- 
ways to be moſt feared; When: our courage faileth, 
all rorments igſult over us, but if 'it makes ſome. re- 
ſiſtance, we much theleſs feel our pain, There are 
who fighteven to bloud-out of bravery,others re-. 


that we find our ſelves above our aMiRions,as ifwe 
had climbed up thither from out of the bottom of 
abyſſes. He who ſhould ſee the mount «/£t4a big 
with flames and thunders, would not think there 
were any means to approach ir, but its furies paſs 
away with time, and we purſue little tracks, which 
inſenſibly lead us to the top, where we find verdant 
graſs, and blooming flowers. The like happeneth 
ro us, When we inthe beginning conſider our evil 


40 Tortune, it ſeems our mind can never aſſociate 
If wein body muſt ſuffer chains, impriſonment, * 


with its diſaſters, but in the end,the Divine Provi- 
dence diſcovereth wayes unto us, ( which ere we 
think on't )) bring us to the top of patience, where 
we gather the fruit of our travels. 

Who would not admire the goodneſs of God,to 
ſay, That time doth our buſineſs without our trou- 
ble , andif we muſt be ſad, we find (Iknow not 
what) in our ſadneſs that pleaſeth us ? ſo that we 
prefer ſolitude and ſilence before the moſt elo- 


5 quent conſolations, The friends of 7ob ſeeing theſe 


-his deep miſeries, were ſeven dayes without ſpeak- 
ing tohim 3; they let him diſcourſe with his own 
thoughts, and eh ſome eaſe from his own do=,, . 
lour, as we draw remedies out of ſcorpions, mperator 
I(to this purpoſe) obſerve an excellent inven» #75]; 
tion in the Emperour 7«lia» , of the Philoſopher 37. A 
Demoeeritas, where it is ſaid, that Darizs King of In excel- 
Per fia bad loſt the Queen his wife,& that excellive vation of 
melancholy made him diſconſolate, The wiſeſt men 7*** *-- 


ceive wounds for a very litttle money, others run 60 of Grece were called to him to mitigate his tor- 


to the burning chaps of cannons for a-ſmal ſala- 
ry ;.there are others co be found who haye;jeaſted 
ar apaſh , and others who haye plaid on; a lute , 
whifſt their member have been flaſhed with keen 
razonrs ; to ſhew that if there. bean evil in nature, 
there is much more in our opinion... ;. 1 1-4} 
The Philoſopher. Zexe-ſought out torments to 

taſte pleaſures, and ſaid they were nothing ..if they | 
were notthus ſeaſoned, £Rvo and pleaſure inter- 
changeably ſway in us as do day 

miſphere, If we muſt die, it is but a momeat of ad- 
verlity to enter into a perpetual repole,. Evil ta- 


ments; but it was to play on a lute to the ears of 

Tygres & Panthers, to go about to cure by words 

fitly applied, a grief, which had had more of fury ' 

then mediocrity in it, The Philoſopher let all theſe- 

great. comforters to paſs on, and put himſelfupon' _ 
time toexpec ſome diſpoſition in the heart of this Tv «= 
Monarch ;. and ſeeing his mind tired out with his 731574» 
tears, began torelent,hepromiſed to raiſe theQueen 91%: 
again-ifhe would furniſh him with chings neceſſary 7*+ 


night our He- 07 for his purpoſe: the other extremely rapt with this. 


propokition, ſaid, he therein would employ all the 
riches of. the world, which were at his diſpoſe; _ 
the 


: 


«. 
F. 


or 
w 


- 


- the Philoſopher only-demianded of him three names 
-,” of fuch as had inever felt any grief or ſadneſs, to 
-; engravethem on the Queen's Monument, which 
could not inany ſort be found, after a long ſearch 
throughout the whole kingdom of Perſia. Then 
Democritms taking his opportunirie : Alas Sir | we 
may well ſay, the rubies and diamonds of this dia- 
dem reſplendent on your head, dazzle your eyes, 
and hinder \S from ſeeing the miſeries of your 
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as if he preferred the glorie of his patience before 
his own Being, he rather choſe patiently to ſuffer 
{0 many faithleſs, ſo many wicked ones, ſo manie 
fianers,and that the lips of Blaſphemers might dare 
to ſay there is no God;then,that taking revenge,in 
the hear of crimes, by puniſhing everie fin, it 
ſhould be ſaid of-him, Verily there is a God, but 
he is perperually armed with hghtning and ter- 
rours, ever inacceſsible to the prayers of men, as 


poor ſubjeRs, not tobe able in ſo great and vaſt xo thoſe mountains which throw forth their inflamed 


an Empire, to meet with three happie men ;, and 
yet you wonder, though born under the condition 
of mortals,. that death is entred into your palace. 
He added many grave ſayings, which the Empe- 
rour for - his conſolation liked verie well. Where- 
by we are taught, . that we mult ſometimes make 
uſe of time to remedie Sadneſs. 

If time doth nothing, and that it be an evil ne- 
ceſſarie which we cannot remedie, (as it happeneth 


bowels. Nay,much otherwiſe ; be would be ſir- 

named the God of mercie, and the Father of good- _ 
neſs : whereupon Saint Gregory hath judictouſly 74, 
ſaid, that his patience walks fill hand in hand with Doninas, 
his charitie, Wherefore, as the love of God to- Dew aſh 
wards men is incomparable; ſo his patience, to en- ricors, & 
dure the faults and infirmities of (inners, admits no bn, 4 
compariſon. How many Pirats are there daily for mute m/- 


whom God openeth ſeas ? How many Idolzters, "5% 


in death, and in other accidents, which thoſe 'An- 29 for.whom he cauſeth ſtars to ſhine, fountains to Deur. 5. 


_ tients called the blows of Deſtiny) why do we reliſt 
againſt heaven, and cenſure the divine Decrees ? It 
is a goodly thing indeed to ſee a man to afflit bim- 
ſelf with a fatal neceflitie, which , indifferently in- 
volverh Monarchs and Peaſants. Muſt God revoke 
his laws 2 and muſt he create a world apart to con» 
tent #{fimple creature, and ſerve it to its liking t. 
But is it 'not much better to go along with the 
' ſtream of this water, and follow the great current 


Neceſſity 
Forceth pa- 
Fience. 


of the divine Providence which maketh all the har- 30 mane) do daily frame obſtacles: againſt the will of 7e7e- 


monie 1n the world 2 

SeR. 4. T hat the Contemplation of the divine Pati- 
ence and T ranquillity ſerves for Remedies for our 

"Altly.ler as behold che afftances of G 
Aſtly,let us behold the affiſtances ot Grace, 
ATbelps Lemtig is incomparably above Nature,. and let 
us from the example of the Divinitic take inſtru» 
on how to demean our ſelves. T7 00G 
Let us look on our firſt model, and conſider a 


of Grace 
by the 
contem- 
plation of 
things 


fiream, plants co ſprout, harveſts to wax yellow, um” 
and vines to ripen, as well as for the faithful?How fucrit per 
many ungrateful and rebellious children are Mmm”... 
there, who everie day receiving ſo manie benefits © pariens 
from him , take them as Hogs do Acorns, {till 155” 
grunting rowards the ground, and never -caſting Twiw geri- 
an eye towards heaven ? How manie ſpirits (ene- -- 7 "4 
mies of truth, and light diſtirbers of publick re- 42% 


poſe, tranſgreſſours of laws both Divine and Hu- %u:, 


ſemul occut« 


- | Tertul. d 
their ſovereign Maſter, and yet he ſuffers them, as patienr.c.s 


if he had no other buſineſs in the world but pati- 
ently ro-bear, and vanquiſh by benefits;the malice 

and ingratitude of men ? Hier«ſalem is the ſtone of Hieruſatem 
burthes (faid the Prophet) which layeth a burthen 57% 0s” 
upon God himſelf. What will this Oracle of God 

ſay, but the ſame conceits which Saint Hi:rom: ſug- 

geſterh unto us upon this paſa when he writes, 

chart there were ſeen, in places where the Antienc 


Divine. ſtrange thing able ro make our impatiencies wax go wraſtlers did exerciſe, huge ſtones,or certain bowls 


red, not with anger but with ſhame, to ſay, that 
God all impaſſible (as heis) of his own- nature 
not obnoxious to ſword, fire, ſickneſs, or any other 
exteriour : violence, would in all times- ſuffer men 
more violent then the ſword, more ardent then 
fire, more irkſom then fickneſs, and many. times 
more cruel then ſalvage beaſts. Mm 
Iris ſaid,there were heretofore made very'good- 
ly mirrours of ſaphyr, which were for Princes and 


of Iron or Copper, with which they made trial of 

their ſtrength : and he witneſſeth that hein a liſt 

ſaw one of thoſe bowls which was fo heavie, that 

he could not lift it up from the ground, although 

others robuſtuous of bodie, and eminent in thoſe 
exerciſes, could eaſily carrie it. Now mark my God is bu- 
conceit, and ſay, that as thoſe champions of anti- rhe worts, 
quitie had for objeR of their ſtrength thoſe weigh- 25 bis 


one of 


tie bulks,on which they daily exerciſed themſelves : bode 


Monarchs : let us not covet thoſe which cannor'go So likewiſe, God, that ſtrong Giant, and great 


Ezek.+.26: much avail us ; but let us contemplate the'admi- 
ow 9 rable ſaphyr enchaſed in the Throne of the living 
dis ſapbyrs God, in the Prophet Ezekiel, and let us therein 
Thronj, ... fee and compare our impatiencies, with the mild=- 
neſs of the Creatour. It ſeems, that by how much 

the more a dignitie is ſovereign, by ſo much the 

leſs ought it to be expoſed to injuries, becauſe the 

_ . fear which is had of its-power ſhould ſtamp in 
hearts that reſpe&, which.love (weak) cannot im- 


Wraſler, as ifhe ſtood in need of exerciſe, takes 
the ſphere of chis great Univerſe, which he bear- 
eth, and lifceth it up with all facilitie. He takes the 
Maſs of ſomany mortals whom heaven coyers,and 
the earth beareth, and' there he findeth much re- 
{ſtance : he takes his people which he hath choſen 
and ſanGiified above all the nations ofthe world, 
and hence ofctimes verie many ſenſible diſpleaſures 
come. A true ſtone of burden is that Chriſtian,that 


print ; yet God (a ſovereign Majeſtic, a ſupream 60 Eccleſiaſtick,that Prieſt, that Religious, who belyes 


Greatneſs, an abſolute Juttice,) hath endured, and 
?lazrid- doth daily endure ſo many contradiRtions of men, 
wm non that it ſeeths, that to give creditto his mercie, he 
——_ occahoneth ſome prejudice to the terrour -of his 
- Divinitie; Many mes (faith Terrallian) believe wot 


Tatum 


2:64 God;becanſe they cannot perſwade themſelves he 


Tert» de #5 augry-7ith the world, fnce they ſer it in (0 peace= 
patient. ' fool a ſtate. | 


Co, 2, . . 
What is there more important for God and 


. 


men, then the knowledg of his Divine nature, then 70 ſtone of burden 


the fear of his Juſtice, then'the much ro be adored 
reverence Of his ſovereigntie ? Notwithllanding, 


his profeſſion, who throws diſorder and ſcandal a- 
mons the people by his i! example ; yet God cole- 
rareth him, God proteReth him, God continually 
obligeth him : and.if needs he muſt draw the ſword 
of Juſtice out of the ſcabbard;ir is with delays,con- 
ſideration, and exceſfive Glemencie. O infnite 
Goodneſs!And who is that man, now,that will not 
bear with a-man?and who is he that ſeeing God of 
nacure impaſciblg, buſie in the world, as about his 

dk the beginning of Ages,cannot. 


bear a ſmall burden, whereto he finds himſelf ried 


Sek; 


by dutie,by condition,and by nature ! 


590 


SeR. 5. That the great temper of our Saviour's ſoul 
in moſt horrible ſufferings, is a powerful lenitive 
againſt our Dolours; 

S$ for the ſecond. Model, which is the Word 
Incarnate, the true mirrour of Patience, and 
only reward of the Patient, It isa very ſtrange 
thing, that all nature beiog ſo bent upon its con- 
ſervation as to ſuffer nothing, eſs Chriſt did mi= 


racles incdmprehen(ible to the ſpirit of Angels, on- 10 the antient Patriarchs were but a rough draughc 


ly of purpoſe to ſuffer for man | For,how could do- 
lour have laid hold on a God, of his own nature 
impaſſible, if it had not paſſed through all the hea- 
vens to take the divine word in the ſanRuarie of 
the Trinitie, which otherwiſe was meerly impoſ- 
ſible ! bur, the ſon of God, conſidering this Impoſ- 
ſibilitie, and being fixed in the defire to ſuſtain for 
us, took the bodie of man to ſuffer all that which 
the moſt cruel could invent, and all whatſoever 


the moſt miſerable might undergo, Verily,it is an 20 blood ſhed, that it ſeemed a red ſea to thoſe who _ 
| beheld it) was tono other end but to figure the Tenpie. 


effe& of ſo prodigious a love that it found no be- 
liefin ſenſes, perſwaſion in minds, example in man. 
ners, nor reſemblance in Nature. We have here. 
rofore heard of a-Prince, who deſirous to offer 
himſelf co death for the preſervation of his ſub= 
jets, took the habit of a Peaſant to ſteal himſelf 
from his greatneſs, and facilicate his death. All 
hiſtories ſay he laid down his purple, and crown, 
and all the enfigns of Royaltie,retaining none but 


thoſe of love, which cauſed him to go into his ene- 3o almoſt infinite in number,and prodigious in kinds} 


mies army, where he lefe life to purchaſe an im- 
mortal trophey for his reputation. But I muſt tell 
you he had a mortal life, and in giving it, he gave 
that tribute to nature, which he owed to nature 
from the day of his birth, and which of neceſfitie 
he was to pay ; yea, he gave it to buy the memorie 
of poſteritie, and to beg honour, which is more 
eſteemed by genes ſpirits, then life. But in what 
hiſtorie have we read, that a man glorious by 


birth, immortal by condition, neceſſarily happy, 40./«ac ; perſecuted, in Faceb , betrayed, in Foſeph ; ov: bath 


hath eſpouſed humilitie which all the world de- 
ſpiſeth, mortalitie which the moſt adviſed appre- 
hend, miſerie which the bravelt deteſt , for no 
other occaſion, but to have the opporrunitie to die 
for a friend ! And this is it which Feſws Chrift did, 
He was by nature immortal, impaſlible, impreg- 
nable againſt all exteriour violencies, he took not 
the habit of a peaſant, as Codr#s, nor a bodie of 
air, as the Angel-conduQtour of Tobias; but a 


true bodie, a flcſh, tender and virginal, perſonally 5o other Martyrs. From whence it cometh that the {4/45 


united to the word of God ; to quail it with toils, 


<Ab-ſcondiz to conſume it with travels ; and laſtly, to teſign it * 


Pr?" ie 45 prey to a moſt dojorous death ; he caſts totte- 


veſlimentis 3 red rags over his royal people, and takes pains to 
"4c. foop down to pull me out of the mire where 


bam, incli= Jay, and to take my miſeries upon him, not ſul- 
err IyiDg himſelf in my (0s, 
Abba My God! what a prodigie is this? All ages 


Serie have obſerved a thouſand and a thouſand in- 


duſtries of men which they found out to avoid the'60 make of it « prodigions accompliſhment. 


pains and torments of life 3 but neyer have we ſeen 
a mani who ſought to invent means, and to 
offer violence: to his own condition ; to be- 
come ſuffering , and miſerable , according to 
Amiew neg he eſtimation of the world, ſince thereare. day 
{1s Peus and night ſo many gates open to this path : yet 
oy thou ( Oh God of glorie | O mild Saviour ! ) haſt 
vincere ps- CONE it, Thon haſt found a way how to-accord in- 
terat, homo fymitie with ſovereign power, 


ſeſcepity & 


nour with igno- 
Dew vicit. Minie, time with erernitie, 


Fauſtus 1. was not poſſible that ſole God ſhould endure death ; or 
arbitr. © that ſole Man could vanquiſh it; but man 


THE HOLY COURT: Part 4; 


hath abided it , and God hath overcome it. 

As for the qualitie of pains; it ſufficeth to ſay, Theguali- 
that if men judged of the greatneſs of Giants by 2&:ivgs 
one of their footſteps impreſſed on the ſand : and gf our 
if we likewiſe meaſure the courſe of the ſun by a 
ſmall thread of ſhadow ; one may have ſome groſs 
knowledge of ſo great a myſterie, by the figures 
which forewent it, Now, all the ſacrifices of the 
Moſaick law,and ſo many travails ar® ſofferings of 


of the paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt ; from whence we 

may imagine what the original was, fith the Co- 

pies thereof were ſo numerous and different 

throughout the courſe of all Ages. Dos 
The perpetual ſacrifice which was evening and J'Reg-h.58 

morning made in the Temple , the twenty two locks, and 

thouſand oxen, and the hundred and twenty thou- geo facris 

ſand ſheep which were ſacrificed by Solomes at one f Lone 

feaſt of the dedication of the Temple (ſo much Tiionoe 


blood of che immaculate Lamb, and of all its mem- 
bers which have ſuffered after ir. But if ſo much 
preparation and profuſion were needful to ex- 
preſs one ſole ſhadow of his paſfion , what may 
we conjeQture of the bodie, and the thing figured ! 
Befides,if all the antientPatriarchs who were ſo per- 
ſecured in times paſt,and all the Martyrs who(cince 
the death of our Saviour have endured torments 


made but an eſſay or trial of the dolours of this 

King of the aflited;what an account ſhal we make 

of his pains, which ever ought to be as much ado- 

red by our wills, as they are incomprehenſible to 

our underſtanding The Lamb was ſacrificed from 

the beginning of the world (ſaith Saint Fohn;) He Apoc.138 
was maſſacred in Abel (faith S. Paxlixns ;) toſſed eſt 
upon ſo _ in the perſon of Noah ; «> nigne 
wandring, in that of Abraham ; offered up, in 1 our gavi- 


ſtoned, in 2/oſes ; bruiſed-n a dunghil), in the pa» et 
tience of 7oh; blinded, in Sampſon ; fawn in Eſay; pm. 
flayed afterward, in the perſon of Saint Barthols- martyrv. 
mew ; roaſted, in that. of Saint Lawrence ; thrown £ofn- 
out to Lions, in that of Saint Tgnarins , burned, iN abbreviats 
that of Saint Pelycarp ; pulled in pieces by four 17%. 17: 
horſes, and caſt headlong into a ditch full of Ser- ti-e 
pents, in that of Saint Tec/4; drowned, in that of Jam" 
S. Clement ; expoſed to waſps, in that of many mw 


paſsion of Jeſus is called a ſhort Conſummation by Unigenins 
the Propher Eſay, and that Saint Pas bath ſaid 59,45” 
to the Hebrews, T bat by one ſole Sacrifice he hath mort ſue 
conſummated thoſe which were to be ſanftified for all {anne 
erernitie. AndS. Hilary clearly confeſſeth, T hat,ſwnmavit 
Feſns Chriſt the only Sox of God defirons to fulfil =p 
this great and myſterions Sacramevt of his pretions peſionon 
death did paſs through all imaginable dolours which te Train 
were (as ir were) melted and diffilled together ; te 


Feſns-is the ſtone with ſeven eyes, whereof the 
Prophet Zachary ſpeaketh,which the heavenly Fa- 
ther ſayes he hath cutand engraven with his own 
hand, thereon figuring all the moſt glorious cha- 
raQers of patience. He is anAbyſs of love,of mercy, 
of dolors,of ignominies,of blood,of lowlineſs and Zach- 3-9: 
greatneſs, of exceſs, of admiration, and amaze- 
ment, which ſwalloweth all thoughts, drieth up 
all mouths, ſtayeth all pens,and drencheth all con- 


th with life, 1 70 ceptions ; Who now then, will dare to complain 


that he ſufferech too much, that hedoth'too much, 
that he is treaced with leſs tenderneſs then he de- 
ſerveth ? 


Part 4- + oo 
ſerveth? O our coldneſs, and remiſsneſs! whence 
can ir proceed; but from not fudying enough on 
this incomparable Book whieh ,com $ all, 
ſecrets ? we at leaſt ſhoul&confidet the divine Pro- 
vidence in the matter ofthe burdens of all che. 
world ; to diminiſh our niceneſs, to gain opinion 


and underſtanding ; rg opeypandcn pos 
ma 


. 
- 
» 
* 


$enec. 1. 3+ | Af Roman ſhewiog.t0 an i An 
Prefer ſcies the whole world ſurrounded in8 greatyleln 
quddeuas, miſeries, fajgunto him, Lafwry 


eroron mjnate, if you would think that the whole world 
mares ſwimmeth ina dreadful ſea of catamities. Albrhin 
conform. themſelves to the nature of their ori 
nal ; and we have elſewhere faid, that Bees bred in 
the dead bodie-of a Bulbcatry the reſemblance of 
their Progenitbur, pourtrayed by certain little fi- 
neaments in their proper bodie. The world hath 
produced us, and ſus Chriſt hath regenerated us 


ſhould we reſt until we carry upon us ſome token 
of nature wailing, and of a ſuffering : accord- 
ding to S. Paw/s precept, Glorifie, and bear the [- 

mage of God in your body. 


Set, 6, Advice to impatient Souls. 


Mpatient Souls,to you I ſpeak ; I ask you, Tsit a 
ſmall-motive to you to ſuffer that have the Uni- 


"; 


verſe for a Companion, God for an Example, and 
Rom.8.22. res (faith S. Pax/)ligh, groan,and are,as it were, 
in labour, expeRing that day ' wherein all things 
ſhall be gloritied in the reſurreRion of bodies; and 
will you be of ſo abjeR a courage as to be like un- 
» nodule. profitable burdens, with arms acroſs in the midſt of 
vinw 2 ſuffering work, and before the eyes of the God 
=w, & of fuffering {1s it nota ſcandal to the Religion we 
c- *#:. profeſs, ofcen to afftict our ſelyes with great and 
own infe- heavy (adneſles, for cauſes moſt light ? To ſee too, 
S. Auguſt. 
in Pfal, 


Ad commu- 
nem hanc 


Rem - 
comfy 


ments, and I:/*s Chriſt himſelf, were caſt away : 
Where is the Coaſolation of holy Scriptures, the 
fruit of Preachings, the ſweezneſs of Prayers ? 
Where is that huge cloud of Examples of ſo many 
Patient.ones, whoſe courages you ſo often have 
admired? where are good purpoſes,good thoughts? 
where are ſo many reſolutions ſo well taken in 
the time of proſperity 2 muſt the leaſt adverli- 
ry make you to ſhrink back? Verily, Ideots and 


+ "The Paſfiow of verſion. 


rom—_ 


.. "the air.and winds: 


the matter w__ pleaſutes, It grieve 
Jadove ave not thrivedin = __ nor have 
FA 10n which you expeRed! 

s FF if 1 ſhould  - DT Got 

the air. and winds were, not. at my diſpoſe. Will you 
never ceaſe from uſurping that which appertainerk 
not'to you'? will you nevervrder your own houſe, 
without taking carefor thibgs our ofit?You afflict 
yourſiffor a word-ſpdken of you lwretched (that 


ſelf, ya world 10 you are) to tie your: felicity to the condition of © _. 


rongaes. - There wonli almoſt by. ns flander, if it 
were nor made ſlander by thinking thereon, You ror- 
ment your feif forthe loſs of health; or of ſome 
other good which was very pretious with you : 
Impute-your croſs"to your affection; fo exceſ- 
ſively to have loved a bleſſing which you might 
loſe, and to have coveredall good things without 
you, to have an ill gueſt within your own hovſe. 
Youipur: your ſelf uponthe rack with the fear of 


by his. Death and moſt precious Blood ;-riever 20 thefucure : why do:you fer your foot-into the poſe 


ſeffion of another t why do you'notifkeave the fu- 
ture'to.the'divine Providence? why do:you reap -- 
dolours in a held, where you are not permitted to * 
ſow ?-:you inceſſantly. complain” of povertie, of 
fickneſs, and other inconveniences of life;- if you 
think ro live here free from pain, yoamuſt build 

a world a-part, and nor'be contented with the ele- 
ments: which ſerved ydur anceſtovurs' turns. God 
here difiributed bardens, as the Father of a m'y 


God for the Gnerdon of your Patience? Allicrea= 30 doth. offices to all bis domeſticks: everie'one mv 


bear that which is aWſocred him, otherwiſe if he do ,,,;; .. 
not, he is 3 baſtard; and not a legirimite child : and #4 4jcipt- 
if having one, he bear it with a perpetualyexation, 13.99 
he deprives himſelf of the crown 6f patience, the j-6i fort 
valye whereof isas ineftimable as the force thereof T9 
hathin all times been judged invincible. Have you & no fits: 
forgot wharS. Paw!faid} If you be' (faith he) ons 75: 
of the number of theſe who live in a riyular diſci= 

pline, and who daily have their petty<charge in God's 


you would make one think the Law, the Sacra«- 40 family, wherein they ave ſnbjefts, I aſſare you, you 


are not. uſed like childres of the houſe, but as very --- 
baſtards left to live at random. Believe me, our 
burdens are like the ſtone of the Sybils, which to ;;,. 
ſome,weighed like lead, and to others as a feather : chryc. 
oft-times the weight or lightneſs of your evils pro- 32% i# 
ceeds from nought bt your own diſpoſition : I- lous ſtore 
magination hath made you believe ir, nice breed. * Ys 
ing (which hath been beſtowed on you ) and 

evil habits wherein you have been perpetually 


filly women who have neither the wit nor know- 5o nouſled, fail not to accompliſh your miſerie. Ace 


ledge which you have, do many times bear no 
{light burdens with much courage ; and you, after 
ſo many. good inſtruftions, lay down arms, and 
mske it appear, that ſtupidity hath mote force 
with them, then all the precepts of wiſdom have 
power over your weakneſs. People who live ac- 
cording to nature find remedies for their ſadrieſs 
very true» iN nature it ſelf; Bathings, Wine, Plays, Balls, 
Hunting, open Air, and ſo many other recreations 
make them paſs away their evil, Is it poſſible, but gg 
that the conſjderation of the firſt veritie, and the 
divine Providence ſhould mitigate yours ? What 
is it. can haye ſach power over you? It is ſtrange 
that things the moſt frivolous torment you. Call 
back into your thoughts what I bave faid to you 


caftom your ſelf a little todo that work well, for 
which you came into the world, Learn, that you 
muſt bear the miſeries of man's condition, fince 
you participate of humane nature,and that (thanks 
be to God) you are not a monſter. When you have 
learnt to ſuffer ſomething ; you will begin to enter 
into the poſſeſſion of your ſoul, in which alone 
you ſhall tind all felicities, if ſo you be united to 
your beginning.Courage, poor impatient one,raiſe 
your ſelf a little above your ſelf by the grace which 
is given you from on high, and ſo many good aſ- 

fſtances,which you can never want, The God of 
patrence and conſolation will confirm you, will 


fortifie you, and will give you the reward of yout 
fidelity, 
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The Image 
and nature 
of Hope- 


1 

TW Opeisthe gate ofa great Palace! reple- 
= with riches. 'is i-my opinionithe 
\ Bl place. which Terra/liaxcermerh, when: he 

_ conſiders ypon. one lidepearlizwhich are.-(as yet 
in the ſhell; ynd-on the.other -upon Roſes inthe 
midſt of thortis; which iethinks it may enjoy- with 
ſome labqur.,; Such-is the nature of Hope accord- 
S.Thom-r- 1a 10 $. Thomas 3 It:is » motion of the appetite, 


2.9. 40 . 
Art. 2+ 


furure;poflible, : and ſomewhat difficulc. It bath 
two.arms; with-which it endeayoureth to-purſve, 
and embrace oþje&s,whereofthe one is called De- 
fire, and the other Belief; to-be- able ro obtain 
what one deſireth.- Thus doth learned Otcham de- 
fine it, It js not; ſufficient toſay thata thing is 
beautiful, pleaſing, and profitable to create Hope, 
unleſs it be {hewed it is paſſible,,and that one may 
arrive thereanco by: certain ways, which. are not 


Occham. 
quodlibe- 
To. 3+4- 9. 


The ſeventh Treatiſe, * Of HOPE.” 
SR. 1, The Deſcription ,Zf ence; ant dppartenantes thereof. 
rk iT 1, 15h 21 


Naw j%- calls it, the porereſs of Natwres'It looketh'on; and | 


gate. The condition/of creatures" is ſuckthar all 
their bleſsings never come to them all at orice, - Ic © 


were to go about: ro « $a word without let- 
ters, to compoſe's:happineſs without joys avd con- | 


rentments ſucceeding one'another. How eat hope 
be baniſhed from earth, fith Heaven, which is ſo 
well content, hath not rena$unced-ir! The” bleſſed 
ſouls, after the viſion'of God, do yer hope ſome- 
thing; which is, the RefatreRion of their bodies, 


which followeth the knowledg one hath of a:good 10 to which'they moſt ardently wiſh to be reunited : 


thoſe which are repreſented under the Altar in the 
Apicalypſe, who ask vengeance of their blood at 


ASK deb. © 
the-rribunal of the Divine Juſtice,” ate inſtantly wet 


_ clothed with whice garments, in -roken of this 


moſt bright fleſh which is to be ſoyned 'to their 
immortal ſpirits, Heaven, which expeReth no- 
thing -for the perfeRtion' of its beauties, 'cea(- 
eth not to revolve each moment- of the day 
apd night, to diverfifie them. . But we muſt con- 


out of his. power, who hopeth. 'So Hope; if -it be 20 feſs that earth is the place of Hopes, which are 


reaſonable,-hath ordinarily wiſdom, ſtrength; elo- 

uence; amitize.and money forit : for theſeare the 

things which: raiſe its courage. At the gates of this 
paſion;we ſee huge heaps. of people of all manner 

 _ of diſpobitiqns,who flatter it;and behold it of one 
phits. 18. fide-lovers, whoſeek fora mate}, For Philo faid, 
2% deee- jt was the: virtue of lovers: 0n the other fide, 
r,&%  Courtiers who run. after favour ; ofr the other, 
aſpirers, who caavas for offices, and dignities z 'on 


the other, Labourers and Merchants : but above 30 in proceſs of time. So our will is like unto white "35%, 


all there are many young 'men-bold and reſolute, 
who thereimhave a greatſhare , becauſe, (as ſaith 
Arift, 1. 2. Ariſtotle) they have little of the paſt and much of 
Rhet-c.12- the future, Or (as'S. Gregory Naz5anzn affirm- 
vitafus, Eth) for that nathing is hard. to a fervent ſpirit. 
Tlgym Moreover it fitteth upon a Peacock, and its face is 
76 a2, encompaſſed with a Rainbow,” by reaſon, it infi- 
Ti C4 nitely charmeth, and recreateth the minds of fuch 
Ts rvd.- as follow it by. verie yy Bog yanna :and (as 
«1G. King Mithridates ſaith) it 
Mithrid- of ſweetneſs, which pleaſeth even then, when it 
Grzcis. | deceiveth; bug if yop,obſerve it, you ſhall find, it 
holdeth an Anchor in the right hand to fix the de- 
fire of the wiſe : as on the contrary, it carrieth in 
the lefc hand an enchanted mirrour, where it let- 
teth fools ſee a 'thouſand- flight trifles, all which 
turn into ſmoke, Pleaſure waiteth on it, whilſt we 
hope; for it is that which fyweetneth all the labours 
of life ; and which ſerves for a ſpur to all great 
and generous aRion- But if it fals out, that 
happen-not as they were figured in the imaginati- 
on3then are all theſe Courtiers delivered over to a 
furious Movſter called Deſpair, which drags them 


down to the foot of a mountain, and oft=times - 


drencheth them in gulphs and precipices.. Behgld 
in few words the nature, defigition, difference, 
compoſition, objec, ſubjeR, the cauſes and the ef- 
tes of hope, Let us now ſee; how we may go- 
vern this Motion, 


SeR. 2. That one. cannot live in the world withont 
Hope, and what courſe 1s to be held for the will 
ordering of it, 

Tet) are of too haughtie aſtrain, who never 

friendly entercain Hope, arid thinFthere is no 
lite for them, if Felicitie be not always ar their 


as ſeeds of our Felicities,' from whence it cometh, 
that what the Grecians call ro ſow, we name it to awvgery. 
hope. Our ſoul here reſembieth the Firſt Matter, 51" 
which is perpetually enamoured of pew forms: and 

as the underſtanding of Angels (according to the 
ſaying of a great Philoſopher) is all that, which ic 
oughrto' be from the beginning, and becometh 

not new at all ; Contrariwiſe Humane underſtand- cu, z,- 
ing is nothing in the beginning, and becomes all vis « i=- 
Writing-tables wherein we eaſily write, or blot 4rgcic 
Out all we will. The eſtate of perfeFion muſt be 
expected to imprint it with a laſting CharaRer. 

So many young plants, ſo many little liying crea- 

tures, ſo many children,ſo many imperfe&ions, ſo 

many wiſhes warn us that we may, live here with 

hope : we -haveſo little of time preſent, that we 

are inforced to dilate our ſelves upon the future. 

This inſenfibly delighteth us, and ſtirs us, 'as Trees 


th,I know what kind 40 which ſeem: to take pleaſare to be rocked by the 


winds. It being reſolved that we neceſſarily muſt - 
expe&t and hope whilſt weare in the world. It re- The good 
maineth to conſider;how we may well employ this huiband- 
paſſion in hoping good things, and hoping them hopes. 
by wayes verie direQ,and in an orderly manner, 

Firlt, It is a ſhameful thing to ſay there are ſuch 
who hope all that, which is to be feared. One pro- 
miſeth* himſelf the death of a Kinſman ; the 
other, the confuhon of a family ; another, to ſe- 


ings 50 duce ſome hilly maid another, to debauch a mar- 


ried wife; another, to ſatisfie his revenge ; ano- 
ther, to.ſcrape together as much as his avarice can 
wiſh;*and ſo many other things which are moſt un- 
happy Hopes, the ſucceſs whereof ſometimes 
permitteth , when he will chaſtiſe wicked men. 
What a horrour isit to hope for crimes, and to 
feed ones ſelf with anothers evils, as if one ſought 
nouriſhment from coals and ſerpents ! If our 
thoughts be not alwayes ſo high as the gloric of 


«a heaven ; atleaſt, let us not abaſe them ſo low as 


Hell. If they cannot be divine ; let them not be jn- 
humane ; letthem tie themſelves to bleſſings per- 
mitted, and not to objeRs ſo unworthy. One may 
expect wealth, children, health, knowledge, ho- 
nour, an office, a marriage, and ſo many other 
things which are 'commodious for humane life 


8 withour 


Part 4- | 
without deſiring diſaſters: notwithſtandiag,it is not 


enough towill good, unleſs one therein obſerve 
circumſtances and meaſures requiſite for its accom- 


routpe Pillment. One ofche beſtroles for the paſſion af 


on elves Which we treat,is, to'adapr 'ones ſelf ro 


to our 
hope. 


ts hopes, 
to fee what comports with his birth, ' his breeding 


his ity, his genius,his knowledge, his po er, 
hizcredic and his pains;and not raſhly to be firred 
up with the deſire of chings above his ſtrength, 
unleſs he wilt difturb his life, and haſten his death. 
The world is a great Sepulchre of ſo many little 
Sper impis Phartons, who will guide the fun and hours, al. 
1-2, though their life be but a continual deviation;they 
que 4 ven haye no other honour but'to be fallen from on 
— high,and to have uſed more temerity in affairs then 
ſexne77%- abilitie:ſuch hopes alſo are very well compared by 
rocky the Wiſeman, to thoſe little dowls of flowers ſcat- 
diſpergi®r2 tered in the air, to the froth which floateth on the 


«©; 2 water, and is inſtantly diffipated by a tempeſt, ro 
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SR. Wer. 
to himſelf the full knowledg of what ſhall befal us; 
himgit forgettetty not ro fay, He had hair as black nw, 9a 


asthefeather of a 'Qrow, Where you ſhall obſerve Elhris.rr; 
the hairs myſticaly Ggnitic the thoughts, and when 
the' Scripture termeth them black,ic wilt declare the | 


obſcurity! and depth of God's counſels oyer the --- . 
wiſdom of men, Tertu{{iax faid, man was the care Tertal- ;- 


.ofthe underſtanding 'of God, who provideth for « ns. 
ro all;and who cannot 


a prevaricarour of his own 8%; Dew 
-providence.Can we think men are permitted to en- juſficir,.e 
ter into thoſe great abyſſes of Knowledge, and to 27 * 


Take the rains of nature into their hands? think we np —_ 


chars man» who doth not alwayes very plaioty fee ****" 
what lies before his feet, can aſfuredly behold thar 
which is infinitely exalredabove bis head ? Where 
have not Aſtrolopers ſowed lyes? where is it that 
great ones who hearkned unto thery as to their 
- Goſpel, were not filled with diſaftrons ſucceſſes ?By 


endif ſmoke which yaniſherh under the blaſt of winds, & 20 their ſaying,all which is born at Rome comes into 


-nqzen tO the memory of a traveller,who paſſes by an Inn, 
memes By the ſight of a bird we judge of her flight, by 
el 4&6; the genius of men we make conjeQtures of their 
preterew®- fortunes ; needs muſt there be much extravagancie, 


Sap. 5. 75. when a man in all kinds little, propoſeth to himſelf 


nothing but great things. 1 well know, the divine 
Providence,the worker of wonders,delightes ſome- 
times to ſirike a {troke with its own hand, drawing 
out men of moſt baſe extraQion, to bear them to 


” 
- 
. 


the world like unto little Zard, already marked 


Gen. 39.27 


"with red. There are ſome who confume themſelyes __* 


with anxieties and cares of their life-rime, to veri- - - +; 
he the words of an Aſtrologer, and who inſtead of , 1 
ſcarier find (perhaps) in the other world a Robe of friends 
flames. It isa wretched ſupport to, tie ones hopes 7) {<rve 
to ſo great an uncertainty, I find the favour of ſupport 
grear and powerful friends is much more certain , f** Hore- 


for God eſtabliſheth them on earth as his images,to Diſns "i 


the higheſt rqaps of worldly greatneſs. It is that, 3o be the treaſurers of felicity,and diſtributers of good P15 


Falzgobu* which forged a Diadem for Ppienns upon the 
3-%** ſame anvil whereofhis father hammered Iron : 
Thar, which changed Martianns his ſpade into a 

Liem 1, 6, SCeprer : That,which raught Yaleutinian to make 
£.10. crowns by twiſting ropes : That, which ſhewed 
Faſtin in a Carpenters-ſhop how to build a 
Throne for himſelf : That, which drew Petrns Da- 

" miaxus from the midſt of ſheep, to be made a Car. 

dinal ; and Gregory the ſeventh out of a Joyners 


Lucan. 


hap. When they be juſt, upright, and pgrateful;men Matediw 
of merit have fome cauſe to hope of their good af- je 
feRions; and an Antient faid, that we muſt ap- camo 
proach near to the Deſtinies and the Gods, and ©" 
honour the happy. But how many are there, who, Jer-17- 3+ 
adhering too much unto men, make to themſelves 

an arm of fleſh without bones, and a fortune as G 
frail as Reeds? Others make themſelyes brave fel- 


lows with their word, and expe all from their 


houſe, to give him a Popes Myter. But,one Swal- 4o valour. Others from their wit and eloquence. O. 


low makes not a ſummer, nor one accident,from an 
extraordinarie hand, which happeneth ſcarcely in 

an age,makes not all fortunes, S. Feh» faith, thar 

Apoe- 21+ the meaſure ofan Angel isthe meaſureofa man 3 
; but this is not,bur in the celeſtial City of Hiern/a 
lem, where we ſhall be as the Angel of God. Here 

our thoughts are high,our aims great, but the limir 

of our power little, He who doth well underſtand 

what he can, wils,but what is reaſonable,and ſhall 


thers from their gold. Others from dexterity 
in buſineſſes. All this may do well, when a great in- 
tegritie of long ſervices puts theſe good qualities 
into aRion : but if ir happen you have ſome ray of 
hope grounded upon ſome good title; do 2s 7ob, To hope 
and keep it hidden (as long as is fit) in your bo- i ny 
ſom, for fear that diſcovering it you loſe the pre- 
tended effeRs thereof. There are, who tell all their 
defigns to the whole world, if they ſee themſelves 


find that the modeftie of wiſhes makes life more © either contraried in the purſuit, or contemned in 


commodious;and bappineſs more undoubted. 
Yogrouna To this firlt rule of the moderation of hopes, we 
them well. uſt add a ſecond, whichis,to give them good foun- 
dations,ro the end we be not conſtrained to ſee the 
indiſcrerion of our deſires puniſhed by the ſmall 
ſucceſs of our pretentions, There are ſome whoin- 
finicely contide in the words of Aſtrologers, and to 
ſpeak plainly , it is a prodigious thing to hear the 


predictions they make upon the life & fortunes of 


the ſmall ſucceſs ofthem. The Scripture obſerveth 
how that a Sax! ſeeking for Aﬀes found a King. 
dom, when he met Samuel! who foretold him, he 
was to be the firſt King of God's people. A meer 
peaſant, though he were, he was ſo prudent, that 
an uncle of his examining him curiouſly of the 
particularities of his journey, he gave him account 
of the Aſſes, and other ſuch mean things, but ne- 2* mn 


. . - autem regni 
yer did he open his mouth to declare the hidden non indica- 


Prudence 
of Sau!» 


men, which cauſe amazement among the wiſe, and 60 myſterie. This is the third precept which isto be 7 ou 


love in the curions : as at the time when they an- 
ſwered to the Edi& of the Emperour F3tell;ws,who 
Thootuone commanded them to leave the citie,that they would 
hiſt. Rom, Obey on ſuch condition, that he inſtantly ſhould 
fol.$6. leave life; which ſo fell our. Yet we-miuſt ſay that 
although God ſhould-write down in the book of 
ſtars the ſacceſſes of our life, which cannor be eafily 
agreed unto; yet ever would they be extremely 
encumbred, nor eyer happen out of a fatal neceſsi- 


1 Reg. IC, 
kept in the ordering of this Paſfion, To which we 16. , 
will gladly add a fourth, which is, not roo ſoon to 
reje&,nor over ſlowly to preſs forward in the pur- £25599... 
ſuir of your hopes ; by reaſon thar there are ſome je8, ror | 
who are extremely impatient, and preſently de- pur eore | 
ſpair,if all happen not to their wiſh ; Where, they ward- 
well ſhew,they are never to make a great fortune, 

fith this ſearch afrer good luck is a war, wherein 


Time is of more uſe then Arms. There are dayes 


ty. Thatis the cavſe why for ſome preſages which 70 which be ſtep-mothers,ochers,be mothers; there be 


makes it ſufficiently appear that God hath reſerved 


arveſt ; But there cometh a good one, which wre- 
WT; Frff 


hit right, there are many other norably falſe; which =_ which are ſpent with much pain, and little , 


compenſrt 


ip, Complaining. ſhe was wearie of attendance, a 


— would be gane' to 'another,. if he took notheed 
Fs. $ve- thereto, Felicitie hath wings of an Eagle for ſome, 
ton;in '- and towards others, ſhe comes with a leaden pace. 
There are times.ahd ages, when one may reaſonab- 
ly expe& her : but it is likewiſe a lamentable ching 
ro be tormented all ones life,to run after a fancy of 
honour and wealth which flouceth us;and never to 
account,that,as/loſt, which for us is but a nothing. 
There are who have loſt all their diſcretion, opini- 
onatively to purſue a hope; and have profited no- 
thing by their labour, but to give 8 ſolemn teſti- 
'mony of their unhappineſs, | 
DoneSon, 16.8 here moſt expedient to make uſe of the pre- 
am. Cepts which the Nightingale gave to the Fowler in 


A witty the Fable of S.| John Damaſcen, For he wittily 
Job» feigneth that this poor bird being taken-in the 
Demeſcei. {rare would redeem her ſelf by three good words 
ſhe ſpake in his ear who had captivated her preti- 

ous liberty, The firſt was, Not to be light of belief, 

nor inconfiderately to be tranſported with the firſt ap- 
pearance of objefts, The ſecond, Not to purſue that, 
which one cannot attain, The third, To put out of 

Jour memory thoſe evils, the remedy whereof is not 

in your power. Upon theſe inſtruRions the bird is 
delivered, which deſirous to make trial of the doci- 

bility of che man,told him in her language, he was 

very ſimple, to diſmiſs her ſo eafly; for that if he 

had ripped up her belly, he had fond a precious 

ſtone which had made him rich for eyer. The Fow- 
ſer,vexed at his own avarice and curioſity, begins to 

purſue her through the woods and forreſts a very 

long way;till ſeeing ſhe was ont of his reach, he af- 

flicted himſelf with his ownfolly.But theNightingal 

ſaid unto him. Art not thon a miſerable man to have 
obſery'd with ſo little conſtancy the precepts which 
concerned thy Happineſs ? Thou didſt imagine 

there were Diamonds in the beliy of a Nightin- 

gale; who miſled thee but thy own credulitie ? 

Thou moſt inconſiderately haſt followed me, not 
obſerving that thou art a man, and1I a bird: that 

thou art-an inhabitant of theearth, and I, of the 

air : that thou haſt natural weight, andI, wings. 

Laſtly, thou art out of hope to be able to catch 

me ; and it had not been much better to believe 
whatI told thee, which was not to trouble thy ſelf 

for an Impoſlibilitie 2 Behold, how this great Di- 

vine perſonatese/£/op; to give ſage directions to 
Courtiers in love with Hope, whence they may 

learn the means how to hope well. But, as for 

others who mock the world, and perpetually pro-- 

miſe to thoſe who ſerye them rewards which end 

in nothing, they deſerye ro haye the ſame puniſh- 

ment inflicted, with which the Empereur Alexander 

Severn chaſtiſed an Impoſier of his Court, who 

made very advantageous promiſes to many honeſt 

men, without ever coming to performance; for 

IFRS which, he cauſed him to be choked with ſmoke, the 
2pud Lam. Qryer proclaiming aloud, He who ſold ſmoke 25 pu- 
pridium- »;/ed by ſmoke. It were better to cut off at a blow 
the hopes of many,then to draw them at length in 
inſupportable languours. But it is time we paſs 
from hnmane manners, to divine perfeRions : and 
behold, how, by the examples of our heavenly Fa- 
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F 


rule and ſettle this Paſſion, 


— 
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- penſeth all Rerilities, and with a full hand caſteth 
fruits into our: boſom. - A good Fiſher catcherh 
ſome fiſh, or ſtill keeps the hook in the water ; ſo, - 
vigilant Courtierseither get favour, or inceſſantly 
Siweſe Watch the hour ofther good hap,to caſt themſelves 
«nefores . 1NLO the iſh<pool,when the Angel hath ſtirred che 
po water. Fortune was at Galba's-Gate with a diademn, 


70 Think you he expeReth till we have doneto judg 


Part 4, | 


SeR. 3. That God bring not capable of Hope, ſerves 
as an eternal Baſie to all good Hopes. 
Od hath this property, that being uncapable 
> Hope, he is —_ to port all hopes. 1 tang 
ſay,he is uncapable of Hope, not through the want be polel- 
of ability;/but out of a- fingular excelſency, and & j.c. :. 
molt abundant plenitude of all perfeRions.-Hope, {49= 
is of good to come, and no man hopeth for. what -- 1 
1c he poſſeſſeth, Now,God expeReth nor aoy thing #277 .. . 
in the future; ſince he from all eternity hath felici- otuntrario, 
ties perpetually preſent. It were good to hear'S, 72. 
Zena ſpeak of the ſufficiency of the eternal God. erm. 1. de 
What % it which God may Hope, fith he hath nothing #"#"- 
ont of himſelf And from whom can he Hope, being he Some 
alone ts the origen of all things ? Who hath no other work 
beginning then himſelf, ſhall he expett any good from qui exſerpf 
one elder then himſelf ? And know we not he is before lu cal , 
all things, ſince he ſyutteth all things within his own ſotu ame 
20 boſom ? All that he is, be is of hinſelf., aud no. may uid bs 
well knows what he i, but himſelf. He alone is per- manu jus 
fett, becanſe nothing can be added to him, nor takes hs, Jont 
from him. He is never damnifird, bnt always equal ſe *t quod 
to himſelf, becanſe he admitteth not Age, but is one Jerjetius, 
day compoſed of Eternity, ww 
One may obje& herechat to hope fof any thing "47 
from another; it is not alwayes neceſſary he be ab- = Sol: 
ſolutely greater, or more worthy then we. We Koo emper 
hope from artificers, we hope likewiſe from our 14%, 
z0 ſervants, the performance of buſineſſes which we 5m avninit 
put into their hands; and therefore one might in- <1 
inferr, that ic is not a propoſition contrary to rea» 
-ſon,to ſay, that God can' hope ſomething from us, 
as are the praiſes and ſervice which we are bound 
to render to him, as were likewiſe our converfion, 
To that Tanſwer, it is true, that the greateſt Mo- _ .. 
narchs of the earth may hope from the meaneſt gependeae 
perſons of their kingdom, becauſe they are men, 9211 
and have dependence of men: and in this, and the 
o Ereatly humbleth great men, when he makes them ſource of. 
ſeethat all this glorious pomp of their fortune ties pro- 
which ſeems to afford matter of jealouſie to hea- 97 
ven,and of new ſaws to earth, ſubſiſteth not but by infnity of 
the commerce of merchants,and by the labour and [3.0 
ſwear of peaſants : all which makes no impreſſion 
on the Divinity, It expeReth (ſay you) our 
praiſes ; as if God were not his own praiſe to him- .,,, 
ſelf; as if he ſtood in need of a mortal mouth to ho= monenum 
nour an Eſſence immortal. Were all the lips of - 7a 
o men the moſt eloquent at this preſent covered # #bi 
under aſhes, what would it concern him # Al! the $;,.rr. 2. 
world is before him no more then the turn of a ba= Feſutwo 
lance. Hath he not the morning ſtars round abont _- 
his awful throne? I mean thoſe great Angels all corfuſn, 
repleniſhed with lights and perfettions, who praiſe —_— 
him inceſſantly. 


God is not 


And were the world annihi. acquieſcit 
Lated,and the very Angels confounded in the maſs of I 
Stars and elements ; he would ever be God, alwayes bu ju» 
as great as himſelf : and even left aloxe to his nn el 

60 thoughts , in his own thoughts he would find heaven, 

Bur yet you will ſay,be may expe our-converſi- 

On, which partly dependeth on our ſelves; fince 

he, who made us without us,will not ſave us with- 

out us. It is eafieto reply thereupon, that God God hath 

hath no need of the converſion of men,to augment 22 need of 
his glorie ; but to eſtabliſh their ſalvation: and verſion, to 
ſhould he have need ; he continually hath his ele& zi; jiory. 
before him in-the book of his preſcience, without Fo/crewur: 
blotting forth, or thereunto: adding any names. \,;,, 
frdavit. 


Amos 6. 


of our works 2 He knoweth from all eternitie what 


ther,and the praRices of the eternal Word,we may we muſt do in fuch or ſuch an occaſion, bis pre- 


ſcience 


& : v4 : » 


ſcience not impoſing any neceſſitie upon oar free-- 


Num heaves continually beholdeth all the attions of men : 


s — = and the eternity of his viſzos perpetally preſent, in- 


preſens exer= fallibly meeterh with the quality of owr merits. It 


will. This great Goa, futing un the higheſt part of 
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to-do, to pray. and hopefor,ſince all he asked was © 
fully aſſured. him. For, itis evident chat hopes, 
thoughcertain, fail not to be hopes although they 
dependon the future. Bur, which is more 3 the eter- 
nal Father had: ſo tied our ſalyation to the pray* 


coſtrom 1etceth us go according to' the current of the ers and hopes of Feſzs Chriſt, that we could not 
«tuxm ſtream, and the choice of our libertie-z but if he” obtain ir, but under this condition. He prayed and - 
quazzare would proceed with abſolute power, there is oo hoped for us ; but whiſt he was yet hanging on the 
Boet-l. 5. will ſo determinate upon evil which can refift him, breaſt of his moſt bleſſed Mother, he ſhewed us we 
_ And thetefore we muſt conclude, his account is al» 10 mult pour forth all our hopes on the firm rock of 


rcadie made both within himſelf, and without him- 

ſelf, he not any whit depending on the future, 
— It is moreclear then the day, that God.cannot 
allgood hope ; but it is likewiſe moſt manifeſt, thiat tie ſup- 
hopes, by. porterh all good-hopes by reaſon of the capacitie 
the infinite of his Eſſence,of his power, & of his goodneſs : and 
cape"'f - therefore” Eſay ſpake very notably. Tow have pat 


of his , "iu 
Eſſence. your hope in our Lord, who is in eternal ages, In our 


fort: in 
i276. 2, have their wills as changeable as their power is li- 


Divainitie? 6 
There it is where our ſecond Model (I mean the 


the ex- 
ample of 
the holy 


commiltion , and laſtly,for neceffitie. F am nor ig- 
Dana. norant that $. 7oh» Damaſcen hath ſaid,that Chriſt 
"bt* * prayed not, bur in appearance, inſomuch as prayer 
being properly an afcenfion of the mind to God, 

it could not be that the ſoul of Feſws Chriſt ſhould 

amount anew into the Divinitie,fince from the day 

of his Conception it was there (as it were) encha« 


the power and goodne 


is much, that Hope, which is ſo ſlender and ſcanty, /%5* 


largitatis 


is not wholly ours. If we hope for a good, and ex- «ene. 


bow many ſee we in the world who daily are un. © 
done, by having too much preſumed on their own 
power. ? How many little Birds with feeble wings, 
have ſought to take a flighe which hath only ſerved 
ro render their fall the more notable? 1f we muſt 
expet this good hap from another ( beſides 
the ſubmiffioa of dependence which hath al-- 
wayes ſomewhar diſtaſteful in it) 1 ſee we moſt de- 


ſed, not being able to be ſeparated from ir,one ſole 5o pend on men, ſome whereof want power ; others, 


moment. But this queſtion 1s ſatisfied by ſaying 
with Vaſquez, that it is true that our Lord, in re- 
gard ofche perſon of the Word, could not pray, 
having in this kind no ſuperior : but by reaſon of 
the Humanitie, which might be wanting and indi. 
gent without the help of the Divinitie ; therefore 
he mounted up to the fource ofthe word, not by 
viſion and beatsfick love, which he alreadie enjoy- 
ed ; but by the knowledge of ſcience infuſed, and 


will ; others, both together , bur, if the one,and the 
other meer for a while, they are not of long conti- 
nuance. The nature of bleflings, which we hope for 
in the world, is, frail & more frail they from whom 
we hope them, We oftentimes hope for health from 
them,who are as ſick as our ſelves;life, from mor- 
tals; riches, from creatures, who are all in the po= 
vercie of nothing. If we reckon up our evils,our ma- 
ladies,our ſvits,our injuries, & our perſecutions;we 


by a new deſire to imperrate ſomething of his hea- go fhal find many who will compaſſionate us,but very 


venly Father, 

I ſay, he alreadie had Beatitude,and that he was 
(as it were) engulphed in lights of glorie ; he not- 
withſtanding had nor yer glorification of his bo- 
die, exalration of his name, extent of his Church 
from one pole to the other : which-made him pray, 
and to ſay with $, Fohn, I beſeech thee ( O Father ) 
yk remet- 9ake me glorious and reſplendent before the face of 

wm All Creatares as I was from all qoney in the ſource 


Clar'fica me 
iu, Pater 


tate quam 


wſTuam 


oat1s, Poſe to oppoſe againlt this, That he had nothing 


few to afford remedy, And that which ofcen molt 
vexeth us,is,that if therebe ſome who are able, af- 
ter they have promiſed us ſo much favour, and ſo 
many good turns, they in our cauſe are ſparing ot 
a ſtep, and of the very wind ofa word. 
Others ſell us under pretext to ſuccour vs, Theſe 
are Hercules's, to whom we offer ſacrifice to drive 
away Wolves,and they torment us more then the 
Wolves themſelyes, O how often are we enforced xc, ::.;4. 


of thy divine lights, even before thou hadft enlight- 70 to ſay with the Propher, Babylon my wel-beloved,zcs Baiyion d- 
ned the beanty of this Univerſe.And it isto no pur- . ſet before mine eyes as a miracle : And then preſent- z;j;u ot 


ly,that which is in the ſame Text,according to the mi n+ 
Ffif 2 Hebrew, 


596 


repuſes- Hebrew, 1Miſhap is the eanſe, that the 'bright-day- 
ek break of my deſire is turned into the horronr of my 
- ie mibii® thoughts ? This Babylon of wordly hopes ſhew 
mw inthe beginniog, asa miracle ; but if we proceed 
further, we fo that thoſe deſires that were as 
pleaſing as the dawning of day (which ar its firſt 
ſpringing appeareth all over ſtudded with Eme- 
ralds and Rubies) turn at laſt, and arc changed in- 
to the horrours of a ſad Tempeſt, 


Cruentat 
fortune 


Jortsn= x their hopes, when good ſucceſs forſook them in the 
perfidu, beginning of their riſing fortune, and if others 
RR went towards the end, they fell : that,albeit it had 
ſcopis,u- honey on the lip, and lightin the face, it carried 
rex,  Poylon in the tail, like unto Scorpions, The vain 
| hope of the world ſauggeſteth us, what the Empe- 
'rour Zemiſces ſaid to a Patriarch of Conſtanti. 

$i4on. 1.2. Nople, T hou wert but an oven, and I have made 


P- ky thee a palace, but I will bring thee back to that ſtate 
0 1e, jar 


THE HOLY COURT, 


markable,related by D.7ohn Chry/ſeſtorm,to wit,that 
all man-kind-is tied with a great chain z com 
of two folds of links, which in great number all our re vt 5 
life-rime are multiplyed, and interchangeably fol. viſe wan 


Many. ſeemed to be already arrived at the endof 10 as longas they 


= 


low one another, One is called joy, and the other yy c+4- 
ſorrow, But beſides this, there are ſome (ſaich this "+ 
Wiſe-man) who have fetters on their heels, being 
tormented with harſh hopes, which, under the ſha. 
dow of ſweetneſs,inſult over them, and hold them 
livein a painful flayerie. There is a 
file (addeth he) called Reaſon, which is very excel- 
lent to file aur fertters ; but, there are none. but the 
molt conſiderate who find it : fools are enforced to 
languiſh all their life-time in this Martyrdom, and 
as they have lived in the fervours of a feaver, they 
alſo die inillufion, 

Then let us learn to make 'an eternal divorce 
from all thoſe frivolous wordly hopes, and to look 
on 7eſ«5 as a pole-ſtar always immoveable, -under 


needifeas. from whence tho wenteſt. And all the ſplendour. of 29 whom all mobilities move, What a ſhame is it to 


vi, ego:e; thy falſe greatneſs ſhall only ſerve to make thy fall 

fm, the more miſerable.Good God, that thoſe are con- 

ſtrained to eat the egg-ſhell, who afcer they have 

hoped great felicities, ſee themſelves thrown down, 

and roughly handled with pains waited on by ig- 
nominy, and confuſion ! 

They hit not upon a much more favourable con- 

dtion,who eat the white of the egg, and who after 

they have hoped for great comforts in worldly 


ſpend the better part of our age after ſmokes and 
phanraſtick ſemblances,which pay us with nothing 

but griefs;and not to hope in a lirong God, who 
ſupporteth the earth with three fingers of his pow- 

er, in a merciful God, who loyeth us tenderly as Efto bracki- 
the apple of his eye ! Shall we never learn to ſay ,Be wn notrwn 
our arms in the morning and our ſalvation in the day > Agr 
of Tribulation ? Let us not flatter our ſelves with in tempere 
theſe goodly ſemblances of honour. of greatneſs, of 777% 


Aut poterit proſperities,find the acquiſition is painful, the fru- 30 riches, of pleaſures, which by heap preſent them- 4.4" 


-ame4 Ation uncertain,and the caſte moſt unſayourie. Ne- 
inſuſum, yer are the hopes of the world ſpecious, but when 
fate they are far from us, and all the pleaſure we take 
T6 in them is like to that of dreams ; from whence it 
Er ſicw Comes that they very well are called dreams with- 


ſomniar,/- out ſleep. What pleaſure is it for a thirſty man to 
& poſtquam dream all night, that he is on the brink of a moſt 
Fee?” delicious fountain, if, being awakened, hefind that 


Uſſ adbuc he ſtill hath the fire of thirſt on his lips 2 Libanius 
#11t. 
Iſa.29.3. 


Libanius APPEar in judgment, and ſee them condemned as 
declare 37+ yery impoſtours,which many times promiſe golden 
. mountains,and perform nought but matter of ſor- 
row. By a much ſtronger reaſon we have cauſe to 
ſay the ſame thing of all worldly hopes which deſiſt 
not to deceive vs, till we be aſleep, but ſurprize us 
open-eyed; Yet we ſhall do wrong to queſtion 
them; for they are innocent : but we are cul- 
pable ro make ſo ill uſe of reaſon, as to run 


ſelves to Our imagination 3 but let us ſay, Lord ' *9 


will expe& the Savior thon haſt promiſed me. Let Donine. 


'us leave men of the world who unbowel them= 493 


ſelves like Spiders by drawing out their entrails to 
catch flies;but let us imitate thoſe little ilk worms, 
who caſt forth precious threads, whereof they make 
a rich bottom in which they ſleep, and come not 
forth but to take wings nd ſoar in the air, Let us Forrifimun 


go and produce hopes which are as ſo many threds {umm 


the Orator ſaid he would gladly cite his dreams to 40 of gold, that involve us here below in precious re- qui confugi- 


poſe,and a certain expeRation of Beatitude, until 2%, 
charity hath perfected our wings to take our flight ſpem quam | 
to the City of peace ; where ſo many choſen 55 
ſouls ſtretch out an arm unto us. Let us take a very ms arme 
ſtrong comfort, fince we put our ſelves betweer jy.” 
the arms of hope, (which.-we hold as a firm, and an incedemes 
aſſured anchor) to ſtay all the diſturbances of our 25 


mind,going forward in our way till we paſs the lamini, «bi 
veil,and enter into the Tabernacle of the SanRu. 710 


o nobis 


all our life-time afcer fancies. One of the wiſeſt 5o arte, whereinto Fe/ws our Precurſour hath made inwmivit 


men of. antient times uttered a matter verie re= 


_— — 


his entry for our Salyation. A TH 


The eighth Treatiſe, 


Of DESPAIR. 


SeR. 1. 1ts Nature, Compoſition, and Effets. 


+; — E who would ſet forth the piture of De- 
foale. ſpair (methinks) ſhould do well to repre- 
| ſent Hope in the manner of ſome bird vari- 


oully diverſified with curious-coloured feathers, & 
endowed with a moſt melodious voice, that were 
pug by 8 man with much eagerneſs; but when 

e ſhould think to touch her with his finger, ſhe 

ſhould inſtantly vaniſh away in the air, and leave, 

inſtead of her ſelf a black and ugly Hobgoblin, 
S.Thow.t- which ſhould poſſeſs all the p 


*12--eſſzs Palace,& Throne of this goo 


ly hope. In this pro- 
wiealss perty,behold what the definition of Deſpair mean- 
Chalets eth,which according to $.Thowas,is a receſs from a 
vel ood impoſlible, or which one propoſerh within 


l . . > 
| 299 nel imſelf hecan never attain unto, From whence it 


There are cometh, that there are two acts which compoſe this 


of Ats 
jn this 
paſtion. 


miſerable Paſſjon:the firſt whereof is a determinare 


judgment made upon the impoſſibility of the good 


that is ſought , whether it be loſt, or whether the 
means to arrive unto it be taken away, or whether 
it be ſodifficult, that the witofman cannot purchaſe 
it atany price, Thence followeth a ſecond AR, of 
grief and ſadneſs,to ſee it ſelf driven back from the 
defired objeR,without any hope ofcoming near un» 
to it: for which cauſe,we may wel repreſent the dil- 
mal ſpeRre of Deſpair,tumbling ſo manyCourtiers 
with frivolous hope down the mountain into the 


aſſages both of the 10 bottom ofa valley, where ſome gnaſh their teeth, 


ſtamp with their feet, 8 pull themſelves by the hair. 
Some run to the ſword, to precipices and balters : 0- 
therslie flat on the ground, drowned in their tears,& 
drenched in dull ſadneſs,like people wholly ſenſleſs 
& walking in the way of a Tomb,as having almoſt 
nothing ar all to do with the living. But the thing 
moſt admirable is, that there are ſome to be ſeen, 
who, being come to the extremity of miſeries, find 
themſelves 


Part 4 | 
themſelves in at inſtant faln into a happineſs un= 


expetted, ſo that deſpair ſeems to have been for 


em the ſource of all their hopes. _ - 
SeRt. 2. The Cauſes of Deſpair, and the Condition 
of thoſe who are moſt ſubjett to this Paſſion, 
Hey who are of a Melancholick humour, are 
infinitely diſpoſed to the effe&s of this direful 
paſſion. For to ſay truth, Melancholy is the Pit of 
the Abyſs, from whence iſſue forth an infinite 


The Paſſjoht of Deſpair: 


| | = 
greateſt Stares-men of his time, whoſe counſels were * Rez. 17+ 
eſteemed as of a Deity , when ſecing himſelf faln *7 

from the great authority he had acquired, after he 
had ſet the affairs of his houſe in order, he took a . . -- 
halterwith w he hanged himſelf And it isthought Jo "2,7 
Pilate followed the like courſe, when he ſaw him. -ngorb=s 
ſelfe to be diſcountenanced after the death of his 5, 6 ſi. 
maſter Tiberius,8 baniſhed by Cains Calignlaythe {1 m51ſver- 
ſucceſſour to the Empire. This calamity ſeemed un- 397m" 


malorum 


quantity of evil vapours, which cauſe night in the xo to him ſo intolerable, that he ſought to ſhorten his coopendom 


moſt cheerfull brightneſs, & make the molt pleaſing 
beauties of Nature co be beheld with affrightmenr. 
They who are turmoiled herewith, eably reſign- 
ing themſelves over to Deſpair, are perpetually up- 
on complaints and lamentations they ſee publick 
calamities coming afar off, and, like birds of an ll 
preſage,do prognoſtick nothing but diſaſters. ws 
bave a ſingular inclination to believe the wor 
news,to augment it ih their imagination, to ampli- 


miſeries by haſtning his death, we he gave himſelf 7mm que: 
by his own hand, Yet Eu/ebizs, who ſeems to be #it- Faul- 


the chief authour of this nartation,and who is fol- © _ , FN 
lowed by Paxlzs Orofius & others, doth not aſſure 74% j- 
. . | munc pro ſus 
it, as a thing undoubtedly tre, but as a popular ru- corſcienss, 
mour. For my part, I thiok it not amils to believe ("fi 
Tertullian, who conceiveth, that after the death of .ayo'2y, 
our Saviour, Pilate was a Chriſtian in his conſct- 


ence, when he in writing expreſſed to the Emperor 


fie it in heir diſcourſes, and to affcight the whole 20 Tiberixs the things which occurred in the perſon 


world (if they could) with panick terrours, & ima- 
ginary fears. The leaſt miſhap which befals their fa- 
mily,is (in their opinion) a general ruine : Mena- 
ces are blows. ; blows murthers, the leaſt ſparkes 
are Coles; Theaters ſtrewed with flowers, are ſcaf- 
folds covered with black for them ; and all the a» 
Rions of men are nought but Tragedies. 

Wiſe Plutarch ſaid, All little Courages were na- 
turally full of complaints. They are like the river of 


of our Saviour with ſo much honour for our Reli- 
gion,that from that time the Emperour reſolved to. . ; . 
put Feſzs Chriſt into the number of the Gods.Bur if ic ntpbr 
the opinion of this Author were true, It could not be ny Bom 
credible,that a man who had a tinRure of Chriſtia- examples 
nity ſhould have ended his life byſofarious a deſpair, **fifie 
Avarice in this point wil nothing at all give place 
to Ambition, for there are many to be found, who 


(ſeeing themſelves unexpeRedly deprived of trea- 


S$ilias,wherein all ſinks to the bottom,and nothing 39 ſures w® they kept, as the griphons of Scythia)would 


floteth;all paſſeth with them into the bottom of the 
ſoul,nought Naies in the ſuperficies: w® is the cauſe 
that the heart repleniſhed with cares &apprehenſi- 
ons,diſchargeth it ſelf(what it may)by the tongue. 

Beſides the material cauſe of deſpair, which is ob- 
ſerved in melancholy , we find others efficient , 
which ordinarily faſten upon great and _— paſ- 
ons of love,of Ambition,and of Avarice. All hiſto= 
Ties are full of miſerable people, who having ſettled 


noJonger behold the ſun,afcer the ſun had ſeen the 
gold wb they hid in the bowels of the earth. Wit- 
neſs that covetous man of the Greek Anthology, 
who ſtrangled himſelf with the ſame halter where- 
with another man had determined to hang him- 
ſelf, who by chance having found this caitiff's trea- 
ſure, was diverted from it.T his may very well teach 
us, that it is very dangerous, paſſionately to affet 
the objeRs of the world,becauſe (as faith S. Grego- 


their affe&tions upon obje&s, whence they could 49 7y) one cannot without immeaſurable grief loſe 


not with reaſon expeR any ſatisfaRion,after an in- 
finite number of languours, toils and purſuits,bave 
buried their love in deſpair, and drowned their ar- 
dour in the bloud of their wounds. Some have 
hanged themſelves at the gate of their Miſtriſſes,0. 
thers have thrown themſelves headlong down into 
ruines, others have beeh expoſed to ſalvage beaſts, 
rather chuſing to ſuffer the fury of tigers and lions, 

then the rage of love without fruition, 
Dido profit- 
24 5; Of Carthage into the number of the Unhappy, ſay= 
muptias regis ing, ſhe ſacrificed her ſelf to the ſword and flames, 
«lere e941; Out of a Deſpair conceived to ſec her ſelf deprived 
ne amen ſe- Of her Trojan. Tertullian juſtified the aſhes of his 
cunts! exp!: Countrey-woman, aſſuring us ſhewas one of the 
lui: 2 con» moſt chaſte Ladies inthe world, and did more in 
_ «2 the matter of Chaſtity then S. Pa«! preſcribeth, 
re, Tertul- For the Apoſtle having ſaid, That it 5s better to 
to marry, making her own funeral alive, and ra» 
ther entring upon the flaming pyle, then tocom- 
ply with the paſſion of a King, whgp ſoughr her in 
marriage afcer the death of her husband whom 

ſhe had ſingularly loved. 

The paſſion ofambition is no leſs violent in proud 
and arrogant ſpirits (who having been long born as 
on the wings of glory, and ſeeing themſelves on a 
ſudden ſo unfortunate, as to be trampled under 
foot by thoſe who adored them) cannot digeſt the 


all that w® wich unlimited love is poſſeſſed. The e- 
vil ſpirit, who ſoundetheach ones inclinations, and 
diſcovereth their diſpoſitions,powerfully intermed- 
leth in them, and layeth ſaares for men in all the 
things wherein he obſerveth them to be with the 
moſt feryour buſied. To theſe occaſions of deſpair, 
fear of pain & ſhame is added, which is very ordi- 
nary, and is the cauſe that many haſten their end, 
before they fall into the hands of their enemies, or 


The Poer Virgil did her wrong, to put Dido Q. 50 are laid hold on by Juſtice, w® is as much as if one 


ſhould die, not to die. This was very common a- 
mong Pagans,who elicemed that a glory,which we 
hold the worlt of crimes:and the like opinion crept 
very far into the minds of the Hebrews , who 
thought themſelves to be ſacred perſons, & imagi- 
ned they did an a& generous and profitable to the 
glory of God, to kill themſelves, before the hands 
of Infidels were bathed in their bloud. This is the 6!ſz in 2 


in exon. marry then to burn ; ſhe rather choſe to burn then go cauſe if we believe the ordinary Gloſs of the firſt Dino Hes 


Book of Kings, and the ancient Interpreters of this br © «- 


X . liqui etiam 
Nation,that we cannot conclude the damnation of c;,;6,ani, 
Saul by an infallible demonſtration for having — 


ſtrucken himſelf; ſeeing,that according to their 0- jun Di- 
pinion, he was nor ſufficiently illuminated by the v7 Foros 


4 R X - ne vituper,” 
lights of the antient Law, that it was a Mortal {in ,» exerce > 
to haſten his death to ſave the honour of his Reli- 47 777 


ore row 


Sion,& to deliver himſelffrom the ſcorn of Infidels. 4ndans im 


. * p D * . = 
Nayzthey aſſure us,that he in this occafion ordered 7 _ 


himſelf as a treaſure of God, refuſing to deliver up rimebar 


change of their fortune, anticipacing that by vio» 70 unto enemies a head honoured with ſacred union Sv mo. 


lence,w® they ought rather to expect from mercy. 
Such was Achitephel , accounted to be one of the 


wa 


T4 


eſſe illic» 


to be alive defiled by their profane hands. They add un, 
that hg had before hum che example of Samſon, who 
was 


Mace. Is 
I2, 


Plcxity 2 now at this time we ſtandin a clear light, commu- 
9s fb: nicated unto us by Councils and School- Divinity, 


volentam 


erunt 
- nn OY 


Ia prorſus 
pro illis 
oblatione 
COmmenso - 
raljo frat. 
Fx Concil. 


and know it is not at all lawful,ſo far as thar a de- 


THE HOLY..COURT, 


was admired by all his own Nation for being over- 
whelmed with the Philifims under the ruines of a 
houſe. And that after him Raz5as,cſteemed'a Saint, 
and a courageous man, gave himſelf the ſtroke of 
death , and threw his bowels all bloudy from the 
top of a turtet on the heads of his enemies, But 


_—_ ſnatched out of the hands of Zo, when 
hehad reſolved to burn' him alive : was'taken from 
blackCayerns,bortto the Palace as yet naſty 8 all 
horrid, and on his Imperial Throne made to file 
off the ferters on his'feet, for that the Key of them 
could nor be found. The proud Seſoft+is, King of 
Egypr, who pompouſly walked along in a chari- 
or, harneſſed our'with Kings, was diverted from 
bis: inſolency by - one of thoſe miſerable Princes , 


cree hath decided, that a Virgin _ rather to 10 who'taughrt him leſſon of the revolution of hu. 


ſuffer the loſs of virginity of body, by a manifeſt 
violence, then of her own accord to tear out her 
ſoul. Yet DoRours do not condemn him who 
throws himſelf down headlong to avoid a burning, 


Bracearenſ# Or him who putteth fire to the powder of a ſhip 
ry a. taken with Pirats, wherein he cannot doubt but he 


4. m Eloſſa. 


Laym. p 
216, 


Fundem 


muſt periſh ; but he haſtneth his end to take a prey 


* from his enemy, and to ſacrifice himſelf for a Pub- 


lick good. 


mane things, by the reſemblance of the wheels of 
the chariot of trivtmph, whereunto pride had lifted 
him, Experience will tell us, that many for having 
lightly believed cheir evil forrune, were deprived 
of very great proſperities; and became unfortu- 
nate for no other reaſon, but that they thought 
themſelves ſuch before their time. 

Perſeverance will inſtru& us, that in worldly af- 
fairs,as are marriages, offices,benefices, ſuits in law; 


The Do&rine which blameth every other a& of 20 commerce, good turns, and recompenſes; we muſt 


Deſpair,is conform to the opinion of the beſt Phi= 
loſophers , who held, it is todie like a licentious 
bealt, to go out of this life withour his warrant , 
by whoſe leave we entred into it. Sexeca, who had 
been of another opinion, changed it afterward at 
the end of his dayes, nor would be uſe violence a- 
gainſt himſelf, wherewith Nero was amazed, and 
ſent him the ſentence of death, which he received 
with a maryellons courage  ſhewing,that ifhe ſeal- 


nor {till fall off out of mood, but patiently expe& 


the hour of our-g60d hap, whilſt there is any rea= 


fonable likelihood. Scardion in the third Book of 
his Hiſtory,recounteth an excellent paſſage of Pope 
Innocent the ſeventh , who employed a famous 
Painter,named Axdrew Mattinens,in adorning his 
Chappel of the Vatican. This brave workman bent 
himſelf ro it with afﬀeRion, and therein uſed his 
moſt exquiſite inventions, hoping that he who ſer 


ed not his former opinion with his bloud, it was 30 him a work, would largely requite his merit in ſo 


not for want of reſolution , but that he had acqui- 
red more light, For my part, I probably think he 
was at that timeaChriſtian,althongh not declared; 


Fevem in- and it is to no purpoſe to alledge,that he in his laſt 
religunt Words maketh mention of a 7=piter Liberator 

Horem wn- b 
verſe, vi ſince he explicateth it in his writings ſhewing, that 
none. dy this word he underſtands no other Cod, then 


the ſovereign Monarch of the Univerſe. 


Net. queſt, Woe ought not to take this glory from him, ſince 


he. I 


notable a power to oblige all the world, He not- 
withſtanding ſaw his labours daily to go on, but 
felt no rewards coming,which one day put him in- 
ro Choler, with a reſolution to be revenged by 
ſome trick of his Art. The Pope had commanded 
him to paint the ſeven deadly Sins, but he in ſtead 
of taking his proportions for ſeven places, added 
thereunto an eighth, wherein he purpoſed ro make 
a hideons Monſter, Texocent more fully informing 


S. Hicrome ſo clearly giveth it him, placing him in 40 himſelf of his defign, the Painter anſwered, he lefc 


de Scripro- the number of Chriſtian Authours and Confeſ- 
TY Eccle= ſgnrs of Feſus Chriſt. And that Flavins Dexter, a 


rey " When the nofortunate are deſcended into abyſles, 


"us eered;. the proſperous leap up in their places. We have 


notable Hiſtorian, who flouriſhed in $. Angnſtines 
time,& who wrote the Hiſtory of Chriſtianity from 
the birth of Chriſt our Saviour,to the year 430.ex- 
preſly ſaith in the year 64. De Chriſtiana re bene 
ſenſit, fat 5que Chriſtianus oceultxs.But if this be 
ſo, it cannot have been but in the laſt year of Se- 
neea's life, which is 66. of our Lord, when the holy 


this place there to repreſent Ingratitude, as the 
moſt capital of all Vices. The Pope well under- 
ſtanding what he wonld fay, ſmiled, and faid, Jfat- 
tinens,1 give conſent thou paint Ingratitude as ug- 
ly as thou pleaſeſt,but on this condition,that thou 
place Patience direRly over againſt itWyhich of all 
Virtues is the moſt courageous, from which thou 
art very much alienated, being unable a little to 
expect patiently the good I have reſolved to do 


Apoſtles, $. Peter and S. Pay! returning thither the 50 thee : and preſently be gave him a good Benefice 


ſecond time, made Chriſtianity in that place to be 

reſplendent. From whence it comes , that they 

much labour in vain who alledge many paſſages 

out of Sexeca's book, compoſed in his Paganiſm, 

to diſapprove our opinion. 

Set. 3 Humane Remedies of Deſpair. 

He cauſe of deſpair , and the condition of 

| thoſe who defpair,being ſufficiently known, 

we mult fortifie our ſelves againſt this per- 


for his ſons preferment. 

Laſtly, commonly fame will ſhew us there are 
people, whoſe ears are like thoſe gates through 
which nothing was ſuffered to paſs but direfull 
things. They burden themſelves with all the worſt, 
and becom eloquent in the miſhap of their friends, 
as if they infinitely obliged them by learning their 
diſaſters. We ſhall eaſily find a remedy for the evil 
we apprehend, by not being over-credulous in gi- 


nicious paffion with all the courage and prudence 60 ving ear to theſe new-carriers, whom Poets will 


we can ufz, If we conſider the humane Remedies , 
they will teach us , that the inconſtancy of things 
on the earth-which overwhelme us, may raiſe us , 
that the ſtate of this inferiour world is as a wheel , 
whereon we do nought but go up,and come down, 
and that when we have the moſt happineſs, then is 
the time we fall to the loweſt degree of miſery. 


have to be the meſſengers of Hell. Conſtancy will 
aſſure us.,that the evil opinion one bath of his own 
affairs troubleth the whole buſineſs, that we muſt 
perſevere to the end, and albeicthe tempeſt tur- 


\, Moil ns, never to forſake the helm, thongh toſſed 


in the midſt of ſurges. Ifir bea laſt neceffity which 
aſſaileth- us, we muſt put on the countenance of a 
Saint to receive it ; and confidently believe, that if 
it take all Hope from us, it will by little and little 


zur od re- ſeen of them, as the Wiſe-man obſerveth, that have 70 take away alſo all our Deſpair. It is very dan- 


£2 4. Mounted to Empires from the deep dungeons of a 


Michael. 


priſon, as did 24;chael! the Emperour, who was un- 


gerous at that time to truſt our own thoughts, 
and to efitertain dotapes of the mind : ra- 
ther 


»% 


Part'4, 


id 


dd 


Part & 
ch:c, w2 ſhould (eek ( by the comfort of a confi- 
dent Confzll var, ant by ochec gool friends) to 


ſtrengrhea our ſelves; againſt the {torm which moſt 
co.nm )nly, 01ely chreacnerh us in the haven, 


Set. 4. Divine Remedies. 


4x ffou ſoal haye leiſure to take wings,and to raiſe 
Paſion- A it ſelf above it (elf, let us look upon Divine Re= 


medies, whereof w2 may make uſe to 'divert, or 


The Paſſion of Deſpait, 


— $99 
deth total nature at his ſervice to help otir ebrife 4 
dence?Bur, not content with it,he paſſech to mira- 

culous works of grace', wherein he cauſech unex- 

pected produRions. I will give you an excellent Goa in- 
conſideration, to encourage you never to deſpair; differently 
either of your ow ſalvation, or that of other ſjn- left ſouls 
ners.[t is,that God, albeit, by his preſcience he can- 2s 7*pr0- 
not be ignorant of the ſucceſs of ſouls wet are out ring 1ife, 


« lifes 
of tlie ſweetneſs of bis predeſtination, and whi are withvur 


vanquiſh chis direful Paſſion , which is verily one 19 nor reckoned in the number ofhis ele& yet whilſt thar be 


of the moſt poiſonous of reaſonable nature. And 
firſt of all, let us conſider, how God being neither 
capable of Hope nor deſpair , faileth not to invite 
us toithe one, and to withdraw us from the other, 
by the operations which he exerciſeth on the viſi- 
ble world, 

An excel- Venerable Bede ſaith excellently wel in his obſer- 

tent 63'S vations, that he hath three ſorts of habitations, 

ble Bede» wherein he hath lodged ſix divers things.In beaven 
he hath placed Verity & Erernity.On earth, Curi- 
ofity & Repentance. In hel, Miſery & deſpair, Why 
ſhould we then take to us a Paffion of the damned, 
we is not made for the world wherein we live? Ic is 
a remarkable thing,that God to make us hope,hath 
oftentimes ſtrained the laws of nature,doing things 
wa ſeemed impoſſible to all humane judgments; & 


in works of grace hedaily alſo produceth miracles, 


drawing to ſalyation & glory people meerly deſpe- 
rate, according to the opinion of the world. How 


20 dows of death. The ſun is very general,and there is je abſc0ndat 


hat he , 
they are involved in bodies, he treaterh chem as his 9<paireth 


own,notſhewing that he Ceſpairs of their happineſs. falvation.. 
Divines teach us, that there is not any onedeſtitute $29 ——_ 
of che help-of ſufficient grace to work his ſalvation; with ne- 
not any one who is not viſited with inſpirations £%*7-- 
neceſſary for this purpoſe. Thus doth S. Awgnſtine and ſaffici- 
interprer the preſage of the 18. Pſalm, There is none £7 Grocts 
who can hide himſelf from his heat, The ardovur of Prutm. 18. 
the Word Divine pierceth through the coldeſt ſha- £2%f;%i4: 
not acreature in theworld fo little , which hears ?,-*"* © 
not news of him : yet all night long he retires from 
us. And there are many people who are plunged in 
nights ſo tedious andirkſom, that they ſeem to be 
(as it were) eternal, But this ſon of grace penetra- g,geue 
teth into the darkeſt obſcurities : It finds out men prople 
who have nothing of man but skinand figure; and v127,G0t 
ſpeaketh to them with its raies, which are ſo many their end- 
tongues from heaven : It ſpake to Heyod after the 


could we have one ſole touch of deſpair, were we 30 murder of 14000 innocents : It ſpake to Neyo, in 


truly faithful,fince God engageth even his goodnes 
& power,to make us hope all thart,w* according to 
Man, is deſperate. There 5s nothing impoſſible to the 
= | im- omnipotency of God, He did but ſpeak.a word, and it 
Fu Deum Was ſufficient to vindicate from nothing all this vaſt 


onne ver. 


wan Agrr world of Creatures. Ss ſoon as he ordained it, ſo foon 
Ipſe dixi,7 it W485 done, and he hath indifferently let us know his 
ov pa, greatneſs,as wel in the produttion of the leaſt things, 


vn,t crea As in the creation of the moſf noble and eminent, 


a 8, Therearethree chings w*) are oppoſite to admi- 4 


Myw i rable works: 1.The weakneſs of the Agent created, 
rs i 2. Theindiſpoſition of the ſabjeR. 3+ The frequen- 
minimis, Cy Of things ſeen and uſed. But God takes away 
= theſe three obſtacles to do miracles in nature. He 
What hin- gives to aQtive creatures a ſtrength meerly partt- 
—— cular,8& wholly Divine, to work above their force. 
on of ad- He gives to Pailive,a power of ſubmiſsion, & a ca- 
mirav'e.  Pacity to receive the ſupernataral impreſsion of a- 


God wae® gents,and brings forth effe&s, which ate not onely 
A 1 M grear, but wholly extraordinary, And which is 
away all more, we therein obſerve five excellencies, which 
the ob44- are as five raies of their glory : to wit, Efficacy,Du- 
oppoſe rance, Utility, the End,and the Means, which ren» 
mereunt® (er all theſe works of God infinitely recommen- 

ve on. dablecItis by his comand,that burning pillars walk 
ders which if MEAT to ſerve as a Nandard for 600000 hght- 
i open. That the ſea parts in ſunder & divides it 
appear ig elf into two banks of Chryſtal, to make a rampart 
, 0147 "for his people, That the clouds of heaven ſhower 


by tis bread of Angels, That Rocks open their ſides to 60 ſtained in cenſcience, ſo wicked of life, that he was Pinnet”s 


of bis our forth fountains, That armies of flies and ca- 
- > trerpillers deſtroy legions all of iron and ſteel. That 


} & the ſun ſtands ſtill in the midſts of his career. That 


whales make a temple of their belly for a Prophet, 
Thar Sepulchres yield forth th: dead alive. All this 
is done in nature by the miniſtery .of Angels, and 
the ſervice of men: bur, by the virtue of God alone, 
ro whom it belongeth to do miracles”; the ſoul of 
S. Them, 3. Jeſus Chriſt it ſelf having not been but the inſtru- 


tion. What is it we ought not to hope from a God, 


Celeſtine faid, That a true Converſion maae at the potin: eſt 


the agitations of a mind troubled with the image of 

his crimes : It ſpake to the Emperour Theophilxs ; 

when dying he held between his hands the head of 
Theophobas his Conſtable , to ſatiate his revenge : 

Laſtly, It makes us pronounce aloud the excellent 

ſaying of S. Clemens Alexandrinnus , There are no {J; is 
Cimmerians for the Word of God, He makes alluſizgg,, 

on to certzin people, whom we now call \ 2aupphens \ 
or elſe to thoſe who anciently inhabited in the ter- &-. _ 


o ritory of Rome,in places under the ground, ſuch zs Clem. A- 


that which we now adays call Syb;1/a's Grot, and it od 
is thought the ſun never refle&ed into their caves; 

but it is not ſo in the viſits of the holy Ghoſt ; The 

great ſea of divine lights is ever at hand, and abun- ; v1 500 
dantly over floweth in favour of ſuch evils as wil par- de Herarch, 
ticipate therein, I am not ignorant,that certain Di _ 
vines have ſaid, that ſome {1nners arrive many times | 
to ſuch exorbirancy of crimes & ingratirudes, thar F#m: 
they imthe end are totally abandoned by God, and 1s. 


5o have not-all the reſt of their time, one ſole good 5: Thom 


thought: But the moſt moderate ſay, thar this hap- han 
peneth forcertain time,and certain moments, albe- _——_ 
it, one cannot generally ſay, that a man may come in hac*vits 
tO an eſtate ſo deſperate, as to be wholly impene- 7,9"... 
trable to the graces of God : It is a» errony th ſay, tere non 
that a crime ſo deteftable may happen in the world of =_—_ 
which one cannot have remilsion, We cannot ſet li- | pea 
mits, nor bonnd time in the infinite mercies of God. hun 


Moſes the Ethiopian, who was fo black of body, ſo peſunss 


accounted a devil incarnate,was ſo changed by the fine. 


grace of God, that he became an Angel of heaven. g;"%4.%. 


An infamous thief having obtained his pardon of rable.coe- 
the Emperour Mavricins, was put into the Hoſpi- git as  - 


ſuch as 


tal of $, Samſo0x,where be ſo plentifully bewailed his ſeemed &e- 
ſins in.thelaſt agonies of death, that the Phyſician 27 

who took care of him,comi 
unexpectedly dead,and over his face a handkerchief 7;., * 


Celeſt. Is 


co ſee him,found him er- 2. c. 2- 


Deam Cots 


| bathed with his tears;& ſoon afcer he had a certain voſio i «l- 
Q- 13. 2» menr of the World united ro it in (ch like opera- FL®) revelation of his Becyrude. To this purpoſe Pope timis Gs ito 


rum frente 


from whom we can deſpair of nothing,& who hol- !/aft end of life, is to be meaſured by the mind, not by em 


Auam tems 
_ the pores 


DU. 
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he time. God cauſed a thief to mount from the conform to true Theology)but of receſs from pro- ho wh 
callows co Glory, to teach us, that as there is no= teRion (as S. Arhavaſins doth explicate it in his Dc; Ro 
thing impoſſible to his power, ſo there 1s not any Boukof the Incarnation , and $, Axguftine, in his Fan 
thing limited in his mercy. lt is onely fit tor him ro 47. TraQ. upon 5, Zohn.) The third was, at the go- cor. 33. 
deſpair, who can be as wicked as God is good. ing forih of the incomparable ſoul of Feſ»s, when Man 
SeR. 5.. The Examples which Jeſus Chriſt gave there was not ſo ſmall a filament of a vein in his Ay, nat. 
"us in the abyſs of his ſufferings, are moſt effi= boy, which reſented not the abſence of this di- 47. mJo- 
cacions againſt puſillaniwity. vine Suns . 
The fight 'TÞ Ehold %e conlolgtons we may derive from Notwithſtanding, among all theſe great convul- 
of ourSa- our firſt model : bur if we wil conſider the ſe- 10 ſions which pur heaven into mourning, and earth 
teacherh cond : we ſhall find that our Lord. who did ali for into quakings under his feet ; he ſtood firm, and 


us toPet- Gur inſtruR.00,wicneſſed [itrong hopes in the great 


our god abyſs of dolours, wherewith he was all covered 0- 


hopes, 2n® yer on the Croſs, to encourage us to hope well in 


ſpairee the moſt ſenlible affiRions, 


make uſe, but his eyes & his congue,His eies.not be- 


ing pulled out(as Samſon's & Zedekiah's )there was 


nothing lefc'for him, but to ſet betore his view the 
Martyrdom of his good Mother, who was faſtned 
on the Croſs by love, and who imprinted in her 


ſoul, by a molt amorous reflexion, all the crorments 


which the wg ofthe: M:&ed bare on his body. 


organ of-heayenly harmonies in thoſe fervent 

prayers he fent to his Celeſtial Father, was wholly 
drenched in gall, 

But, all that was nothing in compariſon of the 

dolours of his Soul z For, he was deſtitute for a 

time of all divine Conſolations, abandoned to 

himſelf, delivered over as a prey to all the outra- 

geous ſadneſs which may grow in our minds, It 

Catvin-1.2, Was a horrible blaſphemy in Catv3s to ſay, rhar 


4 
” which, he was notin a ſtate to be able to redeem 

the world. This (ſpoken in the manner as this abo- 
Fieri pow Minable Noveliſt bath dared to write) woundeth, 
w ime»fi and offendech the moſt obdurate ears. Bur if we 
pop will ſpeak with the molt eminent Divines, we may 
&o fuerit ſay, that it is very likely that the Agonies of our 
SF Savidurs ſoul might in ſome ſort enter into Com- 


The exceſs pariſon with the ſadneſs of the damned ; not by 


of the 


contrition reaſon of their condition, but of their exceſs. And 50 was net warped by my ſpirit. 1t is noextraordinary wi 7 (mary 


and do- . Certainly ſore have thought, that our Saviour ſtir- 
Lord. Tring upin his bleſſed foul a Contrition for all the 

ſin of the world in general, and of every one in 
particular, was wounded with ſo piercing a ſor- 
row, that it in ſome ſort exceeded that of devils 
and the damned, For, all the ſadneſs which may 
be imagined in hell confiſteth in a&ts, which are 
produced from principles that ſurpaſs not the 
force of Humane or Angelical Nature: but the 


with an eye bathed in bloud beheld the rayes of 

Glory which were to crown him after ſo exquiſite 
torments : ſo, that'in the 21% Pſalm ( which it is ting 
thought our Saviour wholly recited , when he garwu 
banged on the Crois) having reckoned up the do- =*i i me- 


lours which environed him on all fides; he raiſed 255 %* 


Set. 6. E warins, yew to good Hopes, 
Nd wil we chen in fo grear light of Examples, 
in ſo eminent prorection of divine Helps, re- 
fign our ſelves over to ſadneſs and deſpair among 
His torigue, which he had reſerved free to be the 30 ſo many accidents ot this tranſitory life ? Deſpair 


onely belongs to hearts gnawn with dull melan- 
choly; and ro ſouls extremely in love with them- 
ſelves and the commodities of the world, or to ma- 
ligne ſpirits who have loſt all the ſparks of good 
conſcience , or laitly, to the damned. 

Why ſhould we deprive our ſelves of an ineſti- 
mable treafureof good hopes,w® the eternal Father 
hath kepr for vs in his omniporency,ofw®the word 
Incarnate hath aſſured us on the Croſs with his 


Teſtit. c-16. gyr Lord deſcended into Hell, there to endure the 40 bloud, & the reli of his life?Is it not a | ang thing 
pains of the damned , without the ſuffering of 


to ſee people who bear the CharaQter of Chri- 

ſtianity, to lay down the buckler, and to throw a- 

w-y arms at the firſt approach of ſome affliction 

whatſoever, to grumble and murmur againſt God 

and men; to cruciate themſelves like Prometheus 

on the rocks of Cancaſws, to torment themſelves 

with a thouſand imaginary evils ? Wo to you Apo» 

ſtate and fugitive children, who have made reſoln- y., gi; a. 

tions without me, and who have weavid a web which Jones, &- 

tis 

watter (ſaid S. Chryſoſtom) to fall in wreſtling ; corfilam 

but to be willing to lie ftill tretched ont at length on ne, $4 

the earth. It is no diſhonour to receive wounds in dren 

fights bat, tonegleft them, and to let the gangrene @ no# por 

through lazineſs to creep in, is a folly ine enable | "x 
We entred into this life,as into a liſt, to wreſtle, 16. 40. r. 

as into a field of battel,to fight : why are we ama- Ch:yſoft- 

zed, if God uſe us as hedid his moſt valorous gerum, 

champions ? Let us look upoa life on all ſides, and 


pain which our Saviour endured for the expiation 60 we ſhall find it preſerved by good Hopes, and is 


of our ingratitude, was derived from the heart of 


God, according to the whole latitude of the grace 

and charity of the word Incarnate. 
The 125® For which cauſe, it isconformable to reaſon to 
of our Sa» ſay, by Allegory, that this blefſed ſoul entred into 
viour* three kindsof ſacred and honourable flames, and 
of pains wholly Divine, The firſt was, inthe gar= 
den of Oliver', when he faid, His ſorl was ſad to 
desth : The ſecond, when he' pronounced on the 


Mat. 26. 


Mat. 27» 


Complaining, nor of the teparation of the Word 
(as ſome anzient Writers have underſtood it, little 


totally ruined by Deſpair ; Behold, men build af. 
ter ruines and fires ; ſee, others ( after they are 
come all naked from amidſt waves, rocks, frothy 
rages of the ſea) gather together in the haven bro- 
ken planks of their vnfortunate veſſels, ro commir 


" their life to an element whoſe infidelity they know 


by experience, and taſte proſperous ſucceſs onely 
by very ſlight hopes. Yet fly they like Eagles into 
dangers, among all the images of death, after they 


Croſs, My God, my God, why byft thew forſaken me? 07 therejn have been ſo ill treated. When Alexander 


was ready to enter into the Indies, one faid unto 
him, Whither wilt thou go ? Beyond aur wo 
WAacre 
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where dying nature is but a dul lump: where dark- 
neſs robs men of beavens light:and the water hath 


Alien 9wita0 acquaintance with the Earth, Whar ſhall yon 
£quors F ſee, but frozen ſeas; prodigious monſters ; maligne 


mn © ſtars; and all the powers of life conſpiring your 


ms 4486 death ? To what purpoſe is it to haſftes to ſail over 
tes tar new and unheard of ſeas * Inconſfiderately to interrwpt 
bam fees? the peacefnl ſeat of the Gods ? Bat, replied he, Let 
bes ſeder, (WS conragiouſly go on, let us diſcover thoſe forlorn 


ThtPaſſions of Deſpair, | | 


\ 


forward millions of leagi@tolvirds thy Tomb: 1 Runicine, | 
am content that they bewail the dead, who can have & as: 
no hope of Reſurrettion ; they who believe they are ms 
dead never to live again. Let them bemoan Yhe loſs of vs from 
their friends as long as they will : as for ns, we ſhall ** bobere 
ſoon ſee one another and re-enter into the poſſeſſion of Poly hon, 
thoſe, whoſe abſence we a while lament, Pwos Jugs 
lt is not abſence (ſay you) which moſt afi&erh 2%. ac 


me3 bur, to ſee my ſelf deſtitate of a ſupport which fiman pu 


Hereuler . Conmtreys 3 T hus aid great Hercules deſerve to win 101 expeRed , that isit vexeth me. Enter into thy ra gf 


vil is it, to deliver ones ſelf oyer to deſpair in the 
ſight of a 7e/45,who beareth our reconciliation on 


heart, lay thy hand on thy thoughts, and they will ſawn, 9w# 
reach rhee, that all thy alhetomned _ from en 4 
being ftj}l too much tied to honoors, ambitions , 
and worldly commodities. would divert thee as 
much as I might poſfibly from defpair,bur I at this 
preſent find that the remedy of thy evils will never 
be, butin a holy deſpair of all the frivolous, fair 
ſemblances of the world. O how wiſely ſaid Ve- 


getins, That deſpair 5s in many a neceſſity of virtue. 


his ſacred members, and pleadeth our cauſe before 20 But more wiſely S. Fobn Climachxs, who defining 7.1.4.c.3; 


his eternal Father, with as many mouths as our ſins 


cem, qui  fprmities ſeting he himſelf hath pleaſed topaſs through 
nn poſit all thoſe trials ;, and to make experience thereof to 
Ermuatibes his own coſt and charges ? It is not the deſpair of 
2 ſalvation which tempteth us,- but that of rem- 
;z. _ poral goods; this ſuit, and that moneys loſt : here 


Heb. 4s is the thing which afMiReth this deſolate ſoul, and 


the life of a perfe& Chriſtian, which he calleth the pros. wy 
Pilgrimage, did let theſe words fall, 7 rue, and per= virtmnc eſt 
felt Religion is a general deſpair of all things. O _ 
what a happy ſcience is it, to know how to deſpair Feregrmano 
ofall , to put all our hope in God alone ? Let us el 15g 
take away thoſe deceitful and treacherous props ſ« rerm 
which beliege our credulous minds, and ceaſe not *P** 
to Enter into our heart by heaps :. Let us bid adieu 


to all the charming promiſes of a barren and lying 


- makes it hate. its proper life. O ſoul, ignorant of 3® world, and turning our eyes towards this celeſtial 


the good and evil of thy life! It is thy love and nor 
thy deſpair alone which tormenteth thee. Thou 
then haſt fixed thy Beatitude on this gold, this (1- 
ver, on thy profit by this ſuit; and thou lookeſt on 
Perdix fovits jg, ag ON & little Divinity. Doſt thou- forger the 
Tr. fees, words of the Prophet ? Silly partridge, thou brood- 
«vu, © eft borrowed egs, thou haſt hatched birds which were 


non 1m 


cio, in dimi= #0 thine : let them flie, ſth thow canſt. not hold them. 


dio dierwm 


racy} That, which thou elteemeſt a great loſs, ſhall be 


linquet eas, the beginning of thy happineſs : thou ſhalt ever be 40 drons of thunders & lightnixgs to fal on me,T would - adver= 


Jer-17. 11» rich enough , 'if thou learneſt to be ſatisfied with 
God. Bur, this perſon (whom I more dearly loved 
then my 4elf)is dead,and all my purpoſes are ruined 
by his deacth:Wherefore doſt thou refolve with thy 

| ſelfto ſay now he is dead ? began be not to die fro 
the day of his birth ? Muſt he be looked on'as a 
thing immorcal,fince both thou and he have alres- 
dy received the ſentence of your deaths from your 
mothers'wombs.? If thou onely grieveſt for his ab- 


7eraſalems our true Countrey ; let us ſing with the | 

Prophet, All the greateft comfort T have in this mj- Levav) ocu- 
ſerable life, is, = T oftes lift up mine eyes to the knee 
mountains, and towards heaven, to ſee if afty neceſſa- veriet auxi- 


ry ſaccour comes to me from any place. From whence ow axis 


cax 1 hope more belp or conſolation, then from the _ 
great God omnipotent, ivho of nothing ereated this us fecx calm 
niverſe, and bath ( for my ſake) made an infinity of &terrom. 

fo many goodly creatures ? Should 1 ſee armed ſqua- 5; onſite 


have a ſpirit as confident, as if there were no danger. ſtre, nonahs 


were T to paſs through the horronrs of death, being in evi ca 
thy company, 1 would fear no davger. Moreover, T pals. 5; 
hold it for a ſingular fawonr, and it ſhall be no ſmal ©* 
comfort to me, when thow take(t pain lovingly to-cha- 

ſtiſe me for my miſdetds, to favonr me with thy vi- : 
fits, Happy he,who hath raiſed his gain'from his!oſ-' _, 
ſes, his aſſurance our of his uncertainties;his trength - 


our of: bis-infirmiries, His hopes out of His-ptoper | ++; * 


ſence, thou wile quickly be content ; for thon dai- godeſpairs,snd who hopes tiot any thing but-whar is 


ly goeſt on towards him, as faſt as the ſan which 
enlightgeth us;ihere is nor a day which ſer thee nor 


promiſed by God, nor is contented but -with God 


who fatisfeth all deſires,and crownerh all felicities; - 


X , 
C4.i4 & Ls 


—_— —  — 


- The ninth Treatiſe, Of FE A R. = 


—_—w_———.. 


Set. 1: The Definition, the Deſcriptions the Canſes and Effells there. 


The n- "IF VEaris the daughter of ſelf-love and opinion; 
h_ wn” -a /paſſion eruly horrid, which cauſerhiall 
the badef- things to be feared(yea;thoſe which are nor, 


lets of ite 1; yetin being)and by making all to be feared;hach 
nothing ſo terrible as it ſelf. It falleth on: a:/poor 

| heart, on'a miſerable man; as would a tempeſt not 
fore-ſeeti; or like. a r#venous beaſt practiſed in 
ſlaughter; and confiſcaterh a body which it ſudden- 

: ly intexdiRteth the funRjons of nature, and the uſe 


and hear.ro comfort him in his ſufferings; whereby 
the body becomes much weakned. The vermilfion 
of cheeksinſtantly fadeth, - and paleneſs ſpreads'o- 
versll he face, deſtiute 6fthe bloud wherbwith ir 
was formerly coloured; the hair bard ſtained at 
the roorwith cold, ſtares and ſtands 6n'end!, -the 
flames whichſweetly blazein-che eyes, fall into e- 
clipſe; the voice is interrupted; wordsareimperfet- 
ly fpoken;all the orgurwand bands areloſtnedand 


of forces,;:It doth ar firſt, that with us, which the 10 untied;quaking ſpreadsirfelf hs v gr lap 


ſpacrow-hawk doth with-the Quail.It laies bold on 
the bearc, which is the fountain of heat, and ſource 

. of life; it ſeizeth.on it, it, gripesit,it torturethir.in 
| :;; that all the merabers of 'the|/body ex 
eff ited with the accident befallen-their 
poor Prihce, ſend him ſome ſmall tributesof bloud 


knees,( web are the bafis of this building 'of autote:) 
& over-the hands, w* arefrontier- places, moſtdis 
ſtant-fromthe direQiva'sf the Prince} who iv'tlieh 
roiled with the cdfufion of his Nate. This evil pakio 
is not content toſeizzonour body, but it flieth tothe 
ſuperiour region of our ſoul, cy ceuſdCſordſeebs 

ing 


Gge8 


bing us almoſt in a-moment of memory , under» 
ſtanding, will, courage, and rendring us benum'd, 
dull, and ſtupid in our aRions. This norwithſtand- 
ing is not to be underſtood but of an inordinate 
fear. And that we may ſee day-light through this 
dark paſſion, ro know it in all the parts thereof, I 
The forts ſay firſt in general that there are two ſorts of fear, 
of tae Moral, and Natural, Moral which comprehending 
filial, and ſervile, is not properly a paſſion ; But a 
may ay of Clemens Alexandrinns ) called the Coadjutrix 
nit. Amb. of faith, S. Ambroſe, the rudder of the ſoul. And 
Tertut. a Tertulliax, the fonndation of Salvation, Of this ve- 
ye ry ſame it was S. Zenb ſpake ſo eloquently. O ne- 
m timer! Ceſſary. fear | which art to be procured by care and 
9x6 ana oh ſtady, and uot to be met by chance, voluntarily, not 
volnate ont of neceſſity, and rather by overmuch piety, and 
tenderneſs, then by the occaſion of fin, which brings 4 


non _—_— 
wor ule guilty ſonl vexation enough. 
«cno. 


THE HOLY COURT. 


Part 4. 
young men, fools ,and drunkards careleſly jeaſt,and 
make ſport: and that was the cauſe why Sy/la,find- 
ing himſelf many times too conſiderate in the fore- 
fight of evils, did endeavour to drown his appre= 
henſions in wine. The fifth is obſerved in a nature 
cold, melancholick, imaginative, and diſtruſtfull, 
which ſometimes happeneth to Hypocondriacks, 
ſuch as was that of the antient Artewon, who caus 
ſed a buckler continually to be cartied over his 


virtue, which S. Barnaby, (according to the report 10 head by two lackeys, fearing leaſt ſomething fal- 


ling from on high might hart bim : or that of P5- 
ſander, who feared to meer his own ſoul : or that 
other frantick fellow, who durſt not walk for fear 
of breaking the world, which he perſwaded himſelf 
was wholly made of glaſs, 
The fixth, laſtly comes frem an ill conſcience, - 
For there is not any thing ſo turmoiled?, ſo torn, F< 
and ſo divided as a foul which hath alwayes before i! /<** 


it the image of its own crimes, This was it which = 


Natural fear is properly an apprehenſion of a 20 made the Nero's and Dewitiaz's to tremble x This Sep.17-11s 


near approaching evil framed in the ſoul, whether 
it be real, or ſeeming, to which one cannot eaſily 
þ make reſiſtance, It is divided into fix parts, accor- 
Sorts ; ding tothe doArine of S. Fob» Damaſcen, to wit, 
Puſillanimity, Baſhfulneſs, Shame, Amazement, 
Stupidity, and Agony. Pulillanimity feareth a la- 
bonr burthenſome, and offenſive to nature. Baſh- 
fulneſs flyeth a foul a&, not yet committed. Shame 
dreadeth diſgrace which ordinarily followeth the 


which cauſed Apollodorus ( of whom Plstarth 7X _ 
ſpeaketh) to have horrible viſions, ſo that it many 95% 
times ſeemed to bim in his nightly ſleeps that the 


| Scythian: flaied him alive, and threw his chop'd 


members one afcer another into a boiling Caul- 
dron, and that he had nothing alive but bis heart, 
which faid to him in the bottom of this Cauldron, 
I am thy wicked heart, Itis I, who am the ſource 
of all thy Diſaſters, 


ſin when it is committed. Amazement (which we 30 Set. 2+ Of the vexations of Fear, its Differencies, 


otherwiſe. call admiration) is cauſed by an objet 
we have of ſome evil-which is great, new, and not 
expected, the progreſsions and eyents whereof we 
cannot foresſee. Stupidity proceedeth from a great 
ſuperabundance of fear which oppreſlſeth all the 
faculties of the ſoul. And Agony is the laſt degree 
which totally ſwalloweth up the ſpirit in the ex- 
tream nearneſs of great cvils,8 greatly remedileſs, 


The eauſes +. aſmuch asconcerneth the cauſes of this paſsid, 


© of fears 


and Remedies. 
We: may wel ſay this paſsion is one of themoſt Fear, 2 
troubleſomrand vexing among all the moti- -— — 
ons of our mind ; becauſe it isextreamly ranging, 
fith , not content with the evils which are on 
the ſea and land, yea in hell, it forgeth new which 
have no ſabſiſtance, but in the perplexity of an ima- 
gination quite confounded, Beſides this, it more 
ſpiritually rormenteth us,-making our judgment 


if we wil reaſon uponit,we ſhal find, that the chief, 40 and reaſon to contribute to our vexations, and ma- 


and moſt conſiderable, is ſelf-love, wÞ is ever bent 

upon the preſervation of it ſelf, & the excluſion of 

all chings offenſive; from whence ic cometh, that all 

the greateſt lovers of themſelves are the moſt fear- 
ful, and che moſt reſerved in -the leaſt occaſions of 

peril, a$are ordiaarily perſons rich, full of eaſe, and 

lian. /- nice; Who reſemble the fiſh, that hath gold on his 
12, © _Scales,and is themoſt timorous creature of the ſea. 


imat. ; 
anima rticalar cauſes-meet, 


5 xeveb= The ſecond, wherein many 


70. 


ny times ſo long turmoyleth us, that it maketh us 
to fear, half an age of time, that, which paſſeth in a 
moment, For which cauſe , I account it a loving 
teſt pare 


pou fear of an inevitable neceſsity, they would 
velolt 


its cauſes 
& and ſymp» 
omen. 


. « . . - ol; 
"2 Vo . \V "1.7 no - 
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Part The Paſſions of Fear, 653. 


accuſtomed to ſee, they quickly change colour,they 
have no conſequence in their ſpeech, no bebayiour, 
no diſcourſe, their words are broken, the rone of 
their voice is trembling, and their countenance no- 
thing confident; which very often happeneth to 
young men timorouſly bred, and little experien- 
ced. Others fear all occafions of Ceremonies, of 
pomp, and ſplendour, to ſee and to be ſeen, and 
would willingly borrow the veil of night to cover 


rally fearful. There is ndt any thing which [6 Remedich 

much: corre&eth theſe timidities, as to break them _———_— 
in ones youth , to put ones ſelf upon hazard when tlaiming- 

he hath not ſo mucho loſe ; ro cry our, to declaim; 

totake on in the theaters of a Colledge ; to accu- 

ſtome ones ſelf co ſee good company to be faſhio- 

ned for eatertainments,diſcourſes,replies ; to learn 

the garbs of the time and Countrey ; to ſtudy the 

art of penetrating ſpirits , not to be out of counte- 


themſelves from them, Ochers are very bad ſollici- x9 nance with ill ſucceſs at the beginnings ; fairly to 


tours of buſineſſes, daring not to ſay, nor contra- 
di& any thing, and if they muſt needs ask a que- 
ſtion, they do ir ſo fearfully , that in asking, they 
ſhew how they ſhould be denied. There are, who 
more fear to ſpeak in publick,then one would a bat- 
tel : which hath happened to many great wits,as to 
vearfurn Demoſthenes, T beophraſtus,and Cicero,who proteſt- 
Oratours. eth that being already of good years, he ſtil became 
| pale, & trembled in the beginning of his diſcourſe: 


put on a buſineſs what one can, and nor to becom 
impudent by ſtriving to reſiſt fear. For it happen- | 
eth that ſuch as were very timorous, become many Timidity, 
times ſo bold by complacence, that they muſt ma. 7*times 
ſer their paſſion whicbis grown a little too inſo- Infolency. 
lent. One would not believe how reſolute and 

fearleſs a man is, upon all occaGons,who hath been 
accuſtomed to declaim, 


When Znirprand Biſhop of Cremona was ſent in rugrend, 


. 


which in my opinion proceeded from an exceſſive 20 Embaſſage to Conftantine ſon of Leo the Empe- 1-5,% rebu 


love of honour,which theſe men ſeemed to hazard 
when they made orations before Princes, the Se- 
nate, and people. A block-head expoſerh himſelf 
with much more confidence, becauſe he hath no- 
thing to loſe,and is like a Pilot who ſteereth a ſhip 
fraught. with hay : But theſe were Maſters who 
guided veſſels furniſhed with pearls, ſuch credit. and 
-X14e.1.8. authority they had purchaſed. A/chizes, a man 
varie Hiite yrell-behaved, a great ralker, and a buge flatterer, 


m Europa , 


rour of Conſtantinople, he gave him audience ſitting gets, 

in a throne which ſuddenly was lifred up to the 

roof, and was inviron'd with Lions of braſs; who 

by art began toroar, of purpoſe to aſtoniſh him ; 

bur he gave not over to ſpeak as confidently, as if 

all this ſpeRtacle had been bur a childiſh ſporr, be- 

cauſe he had oyercome himſelf before in a thouſand 
occa(i0ns, 

But they who after they have in youth tryed to How per- 


verſe timi- 


triumphantly ſpake before King Philzp, and the 30 correct theſe natural fears, ſeeing they therein ve- dities 


Macedonians, where poor Demoſthenes had much a 
do to deliver his as ; ſo that one might have ta- 
ken the one for an Ideot, and the other for an ora- 
cle : yet there was no compariſon , ſeeing the one 
had bigh and ſublime thoughts , the other trivial 
and very vulgar, which were onely made good by 
the utterance of voice and geſture, Some there have 
been ſoafflited,to bave failed in a publick oration, 

that they thereby have fallen into deſpairzit fo hap- 


ry little profir, ſhould do well to withdraw from ſhould ve 
great converſations of the world, from the em- 
broilment of affairs, from ſpecious offices, from ne- 
goriations ( which muſt be treated with bold, and 
quick ſpirits) from warfare, from the Court, from 
Ceremonies, from orations ;to cultivate a ſweet re- 
poſe, without being ſtired up by wordly ambitions, 
and to ſet themſelves on the rack to be ſucceſsfu}l 
in a profeſſion, whereanto natureſtands indiſpoſed. 


drm pened to Herod the Athenian, (the proudeſt Ora- z@ This did 1/ocrares,who had an excellent wir, and 


' rour of his time) who being gravelled before the 
Emperour Marcus Antonins, was like to die with 
grief: yet judicial hearers, do not the leſs value a 
learned man for the misfortune of theſe accidents : 
Whilſt popular ſpirits account them for diſgraces, 
which more truly fall upon thoſe who intrude 
themſelves out of temerity, where they are not cal- 
led out of duty, and ftriving to gain glory, do loſe 
all the little they might have acquired, This hap- 


very capable of cloquence;notwithſtanding, finding 
himſeif deſticute of countenance,geſture and Con- 
fidence, he never durſt to ſpeak in publick,conten- 
ting himſelf co teach even to his decrepit dayes;and 
commonly faying,he caught Rhetorick for athou- 
ſand Ryals, but would give more then ten thou« 
ſand to him who would teach him Confidence. 

Set. 3. Againſt the fear of the Accidents of hu» 


mane life. 


pens to ſome by a precipitate imagination, who 50 He ſecond manner of fear is more troubleſom, 


think upon the middle , and end of a diſcourſe, 

when they are(as yet)in the beginning z.To others, 

our of a light and skipping ſpirit, which in deſpite 

of them doth over-flow : To others,by unexpeRted 
accidents, as it happened to the learned Oporinas 

of the Univerſity of Baſ/, to whom it was given 

rus 18 charge to receive the famous Eraſmus, by offer- 
Elgin ing him preſents of wine in the name of the City : 
He w3s prepared for it with a brave anda long 


as poverty, ſcorns, chains, impriſonment , m—__ 
pains, maladies, and of death which affaulceth us in the wortd. 
a million of objects plentifully diffuſed through- 
out rotal nature, Bur we muſt confeſs that of all 
evils there is not any one ſo terrible ro man,as man 
himſelf. An enemy powerful, factions and wicked ; Man fer- 
he. employeth all the inftruments of terrour, to alt terci: 
ſerve as arms for his iniquity ; he inventeth crafcy Þ<- 


tricks, he wherterh ſwords, he mingleth poyſons, he 


Orartion 3 but being trained up to the School(which 60 prepareth ferters and dark dungeons ; he tieth ror- 


The cour- had little curioſity & quaintneſs in complements) 

meeting of $0INg about to kiſs Eraſmns his hand full of the 

Eraſme!, - gOuT, hedid it ſo roughly, that he hurt him, and 

an6 020% made him to cry Out of the pain be had put him to, 
by this kiſs : which made the good Profeſſour loſe 
himſelf, nor could he ever hit upon the beginning 
of his diſcourſe, untill they plentifully had powred 
out ſome of this preſented wine for him to drink, 
ſo co awaken his memory. 


rures, he raiſer-gibbers to ſatiate his reveoge : and 
it ſeems he holds all the Furies and Divels under 
hire,co torment the miſerable. 

What ſhall a poor heart co which ſees it ſelfe 
menaced by many miſchiefs , greatly contrary 
to nature? Think you itisarock, oran Anvile, 
which is moved at nothing ? we muſt nor brave ir 
on paper, and with a ſioical infolency mock ar 
Phalaris his Bull, and Rhadamant's tortures, All 


The ſhes Certainly we muſt needs tell you,it is like a dan-'70. theſe fears of things adverſe to our nature may fall 


of _—_— oa arope to recitea long oration by heart, 
vn% and thereare many rocks for thoſe who are natyu« 


inte the life of men the molt conſtant, namely 
when hoſlilities ( which aſſail us) are ſudden, 
Geege 2 and 


604 


Remedies 
againſt 


accidental 


Fear. 
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To take 


THE HOLY COURT. 


and violent, that the iſſue of them is irreparable. ſelves for thoſe things,whereof there is no remedy. 


Notwithſtanding , it much helps to ſweeten this 


paſsion, to conſider what Sexeca ſaith, that oftes 


we fear too much, or to ſoon, or without cauſe. We 
fear too much by fearing things mortal , as if we 
were immortal. We have infinite apprebenſions 
of pains which end with a life ſo ſhort. Ir is to be 
ignorant of the things of nature, and to make an 
ill divident of our thoughts, to caſt perpetual cares 


upon an evil which is not many times ſo ſoon 10 ſo low ? But howſoever, we notwithſtan 


come, but that it ceaſeth to be an evil, taking away 
the ſence by the violence, or fortifying it by its 
faintneſs, We fear too ſoon by apprehendin 
things far diſtant from us. There is but too muc 
time to be miſerable in this life ; Let us not haſten 
to anticipate it, nor let us loſe one ſole moment of 
preſent happineſs, for imaginations of -the future. 
We fear without cauſe, when we dread things 
which will never happen, and if they do bappen, 
it will peradventure be for ouradvantage. 

There are who eſcape out of priſon by fire,others 
who are fallen into precipices very gently , and 
have ia the bottom found their liberty ; Orhers,to 
whom poiſons are turned into nutriment ; others, 
to whom blows of a ſword have broken impo- 
ſtumes + ſo troe it js, that the ſeeds of good hap are 
ſometimes hidden under the apparances of ill. 

Beſides this,give your (elf the leiſure to find out 


ehings at the whole latitude of the evil which ſtrikes you : 
the worl® T4 e (if yon think good) all things at the worlt, 


and handle your ſelf as an enemy ; yet you ſhall 
find that this evil is not ſo bad as it is ſaid; that 
many have gone that way before you; and that if 
God permit it, he will give you ſtrength to bear it, 
The fear it ſelf (which is the worſt of our evils) is 
not. ſo great a torment, ſince it affordeth us' pre- 
caution, Induſtry, and fit.means, and ſuggeſteth us 
wayes to fear no more. If you never have experi- 
enced evil you have much to complain, that you 


I conclude ,with the laſt kind of fear, which comes 
from things very extraordinary,as are Comets;Ar- 
mies of fire, Prodigies in the Heavens and the air, 
Thunders,Lightnings, Monſters, Inundations,Fires, 
Earthquakes, Spirits, SpeRers, Devils, and Hell. 
Good God what terrour is there in this miſerable 
life, ſince beſides theſe which are ſo ordinary with 
us, we muſt expe& other from places ſo high; and 

Gon do 
find courages which furmount them with the af- 
fiſtance of God, although it do not ordinarily hap» 
pen without ſome impreſſions of fear ; otherwiſe 
we muſt be far engaged in ſtupidiry. Comets, Ec< 
clipſes, flying fires, and ſo many other Meteors,do 
not now-a-dayes ſo much affrighr, ſince we have 
diſcovered the canſes, which is a powerfull proof, 
that ignorance in many occaſions makes up a great 


Part-4, 


part of our torment. Pericles ſtrook a fire-ſteel in Stratzgem 


20 an afſembly of his Captains and ſouldiers (who EIS 


were aſtoniſhed at a thunder and lightning hap» !- 


pened in the inſtant of a barrel) ſhewing, that 

what the beavens did, was that he was doing be- 

fore their eyes, which marvellouſly farisfied them. 
Superſtition makes a thouſand fantaſies iO be fear- 


ed, whereat we might laugh with a litthe wiſdom. xuceb. 1.1, 
The Egyptians were half dead , when the figure of «752. 
a huge dragon, which ſometimes of the year was. 7. © 


ſhewed them, did not ſeem to look well on them : 


30 and the Rownys fell in their Courage, when the 


Cocks which governed their batrels did not feed to 


their liking. Hecatexs an ancient Hiſtorian celleth jrecateus 
that Alexander's whole Army ſtood ſtill to look on apnd Cans: 
a bird, from whence the augur went about to de- { RepcHe- 
rive ſome preſage, which being ſeen by a Jew, na- em 


med Meſellan, he drew an arrow out of his quiver, 


and kil'd ir, mocking at the Gyecians who expeR- 
ed their deſtiny from a creature which ſo little 


knew its own. As we laugh at this preſent at theſe 


ſo. little have been a man; and if you haye ſome 40 fopperies, ſo we ſhould entertsin with ſcorn ſo 
many dreams, and ſuperſtitious obſervations which . 


experience of the time paſt, it will much ſerve you 


ro ſweeten the apprehenſion of the evils to come, 


Vanquiſh your own conceits as much as you can, 
and pray them not to preſent unto you under ſo 


hideous a mask, thoſe pains, which women, and 
children have many times laughed at: If you in the 


beginning feel any horrour and the firſt rebelli. 
ons of nature; loſe not courage for all that, ſince 
the Poet painted Boldneſs with a pale viſage. We 


cauſe their fleſh (as they ſaid) laid hold of their 
courage, and carried the1magination into the moſt 
hideous perils. Laſtly, be ithow it will be,you ſhal 


find the remedy of your fears , in the preſence of 


that which you fear, ſince there are ſome who in 
the irreſolution of. ſome affair do endure a thou. 
ſand evils, and ſo ſoon as the determination there- 
of ſucceedeth, though to their prejudice, they fee! 


trouble them enough who make account of them. 


Wild beaſts, inundation' of rivers, produRions of 
mountains big with flames, ſulphur and ſtones, are 


other cauſes of terrour; nor hath there ever been 
ſeen any more hideous, then that which happened 
theſe late years in T:aly,in the laſt fireing of Mount 
Veſavias, which is excellently deſcribed by F. 7- 
ins Recupitus : Then it, there can be nothing ſeen 


bottom of hell were laid open, and all the hideous 


have often ſeen great Captains (as Garcias) to 50 more able to excite terrour, upleſs in an inſtant the The burn: 
'- quake in the beginning of dangerous battels, be- 


ing of Ye- 
ſevius in 


aſpects of the torments of the damned, Yet ir is a the year 


ſtrange thing, how among waves of fire which ran 3? 


_ 
Fulins Ree 
Ci . 
The frar 


of poverty 


on all ſides clouds of aſhes which appeared like vaſt 
mountains, continual Earthquakes,counterbuffs of 


hillocks and of houſes,of Abyſſes, of Gulphs,and of cauſeth 
Chaos's ; there were people to be found, who yet 25%... 


thought upon their purſes, and took the way to- 
wards their houſes to lay hold of their flender ſub- 


themſelves much more lightned. Many priſoners 60 ſtances; which makes vs ſee, that there is nothing 


who ſtand on thorns in priſon expeRing the iſſue 
of their trial,go very reſolute to execution, ſeeing 


it is better to die once, then to live ſtill in the ap- 


Rege,2 12: rrehenfion of death. David ſhook with fear,wepr, 
and faſted, lay on the ground for the lickneſs of his 
young ſon : Bur after the death was denounced 
him, he roſe up from the earth, changed his habit, 
waſhed and perfumed himſelf : then having wor- 
ſhipped in the houſe of God, he asked for his din- 


ſo horrid where the ſoul of man(returned to it ſelf) 
findeth not ſome leiſure to breathe, The monſters 
of the Reman Amphitheater, w# in the beginning 
made the moſt hardy to quake;were in the end de- 
ſpiſed by women, - who were hired to combat with 
them. Things not ſeen,which (it ſeemyſhould moſt 
trouble the mind, becauſe they are moſt hidden;are 
alſoin ſome ſort ſurmovunred;fincewe read how that 
many great Anchorets lay in Church-yards infeſted 


ner ; and firſt of all comforred Bathf5:ba upon this 70 with ghoſts,& ſpeRers,and about ſolitudes, in for- 
accident : whereat his hovſhold-ſervants were a- 


mazed.But he taught chem, we muſt not aMiR our 


reſis & wilderneſſes the moſt retired,in the midſt of 


fo many illuſ;ons of evil ſpirits ; as it is written in 
the 


Part 4. | | - 
the As of Saint Anthoxy, S. Hilarion, and S. Ma- 
carixs. There is nothing but the day of Judgmeanc, 
Hell and the puniſhments of the damned, we ſhould 
reaſonably fear, and.not out of viſionary ſcruples, 
to free us from all fear, 

Set.-4. T hat rhe Contemplation of the power, and 
Bounty of God onght to takes away all our fears. 
| 33m it theſe reaſons (which I more according to 

Remedies» 


The Paſſions of Fear, 


T 60J 
overthrown by the hand of God, whio for this pur: 

poſe made uſc of Grſhoppers and Flyes, which he £7 
calleth his Great:Forces inthe Propher. It is he Joe moped 
who circumvolveth the heavens, who ſupports the Joel 2. 2% 
earth, who diſtendeth: the waters, who quickneth 

the whole world with his fire and his breath, who 
darkneth the air wich tempeſts, when he pleaſeth , 

who maketh cloudsto pour down in deluges, who 


Remalies.” hamane nature have deduced) enter not ſuffi- fſwalloweth vp the fleets of Pharaohs, who 
and grovi- Ciently into your mind ; lift up your thoughts to 01 flyeth upon the Curlings of waves, who inflameth 
Genes 2.4 things divine : and when you have contemplated lightnings,and maketh blood and ſcorpions to rain 
preſerverh all the devaſtation of this paſſion, learn a lictle ro upon the rebellions of earth. O power of God ! 


us, ought deplore your miſery, which cauſerh you to fear al- 
away alt moſt all, except that which is able to deliver you 
our fears- from all fear. Behold, in our firſt model,the pow- 
er and providence of God, which are two perfcRi- 
ans able to fortifie ouir weakneſs, diſſipate all our 
faintneſs,and encourage all our puſillanimity, The 


omnipotency of God not only ſets free from the 


what do we fay, when wetell your wonders ? Is it 
not ſufficient to ſtrike terrour into the wicked, and 
to occaſion confidencein his children , ſince it hath 
an eternal alliance with this great providence 
which governeth the world ? For,in a word, we are 
in his band, both we, andall our defigns, and all 7”? 


enm eu? 


our poor providence : as for him he powerfully -, © 


ſarpriſals of fear ; but aſſures all which is under-its 20 aRuateth from one extremity to another;& ſweert- {775% 


power & prote&ion,to which we yoluntarily bave 
| \hhudDe- ſubmitted. What ſhould he fear ; nay what ſhould 
un 102 erit he not hope,who hath a God for proteRour,and a 
impe/"P'* God abſolutely powerful ? His power, and his eſ- 
bam.Luc-1- fence walk hand in hand, inſomuch as power in 
God is nothing elſe but the effeRive Eſſence of 

God 


Nempeiw We need not fear, that his juriſdiQion is only 
femme extended to certain places, fince it is without li- 
babet,eſt 5 


Go_ involveth all Time ; That it is greater at one time 
moto of  thenat another, in that whic iteriourly con- 
ny cerneth it, becauſe it is immutable : That it looſeth 
diverſein any thing of its vivacity in the, revolution of ſo 
i4emredi- qyany years; for that it hath an inhnite vigour 
gunner, 


Fe: mere- Which comprehendeth all the perfeRtions of EC. 
fuate rerm® ſynce, As much as the divine underſtanding can 


fennel: 4.in (ES, Whilſt nothing equallerh their worth, What 
Cantic- Abyſſes,and what treaſures of power muft He poſ. 
ſes, who hath within himſelf ſo inexhauſtible 
ſources, and ſuch communications, as are in God, 
who can endlefly communicate himſelf in the or- 
ders of vegetative, ſenſitive, and intelleual na- 
ture, and laſtly in grace and glory, where he doth 
ſo many wonders, never emptying, nor limiting his 
The $un15 Aſtrologers ſay) is an hundred and fourty times 
dred and greater then the earth, and progreſſeth in twenty 
fourt];,. four hours more then twelve millions of leagues; 


ger then Where there are fixed ſtars which go in the ſpace of 


the ext® 3 an hour more way,then a Horſman could in ſeven- 
ewenty teen hundred, and twenty fix years : All the great 
our 


— variety of this Univerſe (where there are creatures 


then 12: Without number, beauties without end, and great- 
metrones, neſſes tO Our eyes immeaſurable) is but an effeR 


ly difpoſeth of all,withour any trouble. What afſu- com : 
rance would a good foul have if it would atrentive- {5,07 4 
ly conſider it telf all covered under the wing of fre «16 
God, all looked upon with the eye of the divine j,%wr, & 
Providence which proteRs Scepters and Crowns, 4/pri: = 
not forgetting the fillieſt worm of the earth ? {itn 


It ſhielded the little X7o/es under the waves, and 52P-7+ 
the three children in the flame: Ir likewiſe ſhielded 


E3 uscaſt our eyes upon the ſecond model,ard The ezzr- 
add to theſe two great Motives which w* go a» Plc of our 


Saviour 


bout todeduce the example of eſws, which ſhouid ought ro 


virtue, All this great world where the ſun (as tome 50 ſerve us for a Bulwark of Adamant againſt vitious ©<v%r288 


fear, He was the ſtrong of ſirongs, and the moſt as 


noble Courage which ever fell into the ſtrongeſt I- 

dea's of Angels. The holy Scripture likewiſe calleth 

bim by the name of a man,and a ſtrong man, from renine 
his mothers womb; And as heretofore in the ſacri- ©74abit 
fice which was made for the expiation of (ins, the jer.32. 22. 
old law admitted not any but males ; ſo it was fit to Nu» 23» 
ſeek out for a man perfealy man, to celebrate this Meres1n 
great andeternal ſacrifice which was once made, '*” <4n3 


Prodigi- of his word ; He made it with the leaſt blaſt ofs his 60 and which is renewed every day for the redempti- 4 hs 


ous cour 
of ſome 
ſtars. 


mouth, and with the leaſt breath of his mouth can 
unmake it, and inſtead of it build up an infinity of 
other worlds much greater and more perfe& then 
this, Good God! what ſay we, when we ſay God ? 
when we ſay the power of God ? All that is, and 
moves in nature, 2Ruateth nor, but by this predo- 
minant power; and ſhould he once draw back an 
arm, total nature would ceaſe ſrom its operations, 
and diſſolve into nothing, All thoſe vaſt armies 


on of the whole world. —— 
All Divines and Philoſophers agree, that Forti- gg,tirude 

tude (which properly refiſterh fear and puſillani- i$,2-9 | 

mity) is a conrageous and a conſiderate daring in EL 

great hazards, conjoyned with a patience in great 

mifadventares 3 For it hath two arms, whereof the 

one afſaileth, and the other ſupporteth ; and the 

whole extent of its wonders is very aptly contract- 

ed within the circle of four virtues,which are Con 


which made oſtent to rear down fmoking Ciries, 70 fidency,Conſtancy ,Patience,and Perſeverance.For 


and dry up ſeas,to render mountains navigable, to 


tura the whole courſe of nature topſie- turvie,were 


which cauſe we may truly fay, that the champion 
that combateth in the honourable liſt of Fortitude, 


giving 


giving notable proofs ofhis courage by every one 
of thet virtues,wicth reaſon,ele&ion, and intenti- 
on (which are the conditiops required by Saint 
Thomas) is arrived at the higheſt period of honour, 
generouſly triumphing over all the Images of ter= 
rour. Now this it which 7eſ#s Chriſt did with in- 
comparable tranſcendencies for our inſtruQion. 
For firſt, he would not out of infirmitie of nature, 
but through 'a diſpoſe of the ſacred eeconomy of 


our redemption, be aſſaulted by the moſt furious 1c laid down the bucklers until he ſaw the profane 


obje& of fear which ever fell into the mind of man; 
permitting fear to invade the moſt elate part of his 
ſoul,and to ſurpriſe it, as inthe SanRuary of the 
Divinity. 

All the greateſt ſubjeRs of apprehenſion which 
ever men the'moſt valorous had, concluded in the 
loſs of a miſerable life ; and if they did apprehend 
an evil to come,it ordinarily was the ſpace of ſome 
very little time; and when they expoſed themſelves 
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intentions ; He entreth into them with a generous 
confidence: He remains in them with-an unſhaken 
conſtancy,he endures them with an incomparable 
patience, he perſevereth in them with an entire 
conſummation of love, of ſufferings,of virtues,and, . _, 
of myſteries ; waſting himſelf, as the viRtims of the crenabiur 
old Law which were to burn all night till morning. ®, 49 
So did he burn in this tranſitory life, votil the Au- #ſqze 4 
ror of the great Eternity, This true Foſova never M7% 
Chpe- 
City of 45 the City of the wicked) overthrown jj 204” 
under his feer, and the Church eſtabliſhed in his «# come 
blood, And that which alſo raiſeth the merit of his **** ** 
magnanimity in all this, is, that in all the greateſt 
terrours and ſharpeſt dolours to which he reſigned 
himſelf for our ſakes ; he did all which concerned 

our inſtruQions with an entire judgment, in a 
manner deliberate and reſolute, and a ſpirit equal, 

He prayed moyltned with his (weat and blood in 


thereto, it was by fits our of neceffity, and with 2, the agony of the garden of Olives, he exhorted his 
feeble intentions,and intereſſed in ſelf-love.: Burif diſciples, he went out to meet the ſouldiers, he de- 
they had the worſt in the beginning of the hazards 
which they confronted,their confidence was quick- 
ly changed into Diſtruſt,their Conſtancy into Le- 
vity,their Patience into Fury, and their perſeve- 
rance into Smoke. Theſe are the vices which we ob- 


mean tortures; but he delivered it over to exceffive 
pains throughout all the parts of his body, to un- 
heard of ſcorns,and to execrable cruelties. He con. 
tenteth not himſelf to have once had them in fight 
a little before his death ;, but he looks them in the 
face from the firſt day of his conception; ſo ſoon as 
his bleſſed foul is poured into his body, he ſeeth 
two abyſſes,the one of dolorous pains, the other 
of deep ignominies which he was to undergo in the 
undertaking of the reparation of the world ; There 
 isnot a man who had notrather fall once, then to 
be three dayes only in the Fear one ſhould be in,to 
ſee himſelf upon the point to fall into a precipice z 
and yet Feſws would live thirty three years in the 
obje& of his pains;nay not only of his, but of thoſe 
which in ſo long a revolution of ages were to be 
practiſed on all the Martyrs who were members of 
his body. 
Noah ſeems to have been one of the greateſt 


livered himſelf up to Executioners, he gave order 
for the ſafety of his Diſciples in the peril of his own 
perſon, he healed the wounds of his enemies, he 
gave leſſons of virtues, he rendred Oracles of wiſ= 
dom, he medicated and preached the Croſs; and 
whilſt all heaven was troubled over his head, and 
the earth trembled under his feer, he was immove=- 
the time of the Conſummation or- 


arms to proſecute a fugitive from his providence, 
who ſeeks to ſave himſelf in a region of nothing. 

O poor ſoul'thou feareſt the poverty which thy Reſoluti- 
Zeſus hath conſecrated in the Crib,and in Clouts : os ca 
Thou feareſt the reproaches which he hath ſan&Rifi- 
fed in the loſs of his reputation : thou feareſt the 
dolours which he hath lodged in his virginal fleſh - 
thou feareſt death which he overcame for thee:thou 


0 feareſt the falſe opinions of the world. And what 


+ feareſt thou nor,fnce thou dreadeſt fantaſies which 
areleſs then the ſhadow of an hair ! There is but Nuts ae- 
One thing which thou feareſt not 3 toloſe innocen- [;5m; we” 
cy and ſanity which thou expoſeſt to ſo many li- 9 ana- 
berties,and alluring occaſions; ſo prodigal thou art {um 
of a good which thou haſt not, O thou wel-belo- «nittowss, 
ved of God, although the moſt ungratefull to — 5g 
the love of God! wilt not thou dreſs thy wounds ? /perarur. 
wilt not thou apply ſome remedies to thoſe vi- & 82.” ” 


courapes that ever was, ſince be was choſen out by 606 coge fears which gnaw thee and daily devour 


God among men to ſail in a frail veſſel in a gene= 
ral deluge,and to ſuſtain the ſhock of the fatal con- 
vulſions of the world;but the Scripture teacheth us 
that God with his own hand ſhut the window of 
the Ark wherein he was encloſed, and that he ſaw 


not any of the deaths and diſaſters which then hap- 


pened, ro the end fear might not take away his 
life, There is none but Fe/ſ#z for whom the Cur- 
tainsare drawn-afide, to whom all the gates of 


thee e 

} If thou wilt follow my counſe!, thy firſt reſolu- 
tion ſhall be to regulate the love of thy ſelf, not 
ro have ſo indulgent, and paſſionate a care of all 
things which concern thee, as if thou wert an 
only one in the ſpecies, and that thy death 
were waited on by the Sepulchre of the world. 
Thy aim ſhould beto unlooſe thy ſelf as much as 
thou maiſt from ſo many ties and Dependencies 


lights and knowledges are opened to let him ſee 70 which multiply thy ſlaveries. Thou muſt (as ir 


the iſſue of all his labours ; He accepteth them with 
a powerful reaſon, a full liberty,and moſt glorivus 


were) live here a life of Nabatheans, which were = 
people of Arabia, who neither planted nor 9 b 
cc, 


com« 
we cannor ro 

this [Bog have our heart well 
dev from theſe ardent affe&ions which we 


have cowards wordly enablements ; and behold 
them as one would an inconſtant moving of ſha- 
dows and ſpirits which glide before our eyes with 


a ſwift courſe, and which ever move with the ſtep 10 in the moſt 


of time'and of the'Sun; to account as already 
loſt whatſoever may be loſt ; to caſt your immor= 
'tal cares upon an iminortal ſoul; and- to place it 
in the firft rank of your affetions, But if ndtu- 
ral love do yet tie us to health, co life, to honour, 
and to ſlight pleaſures, to the preſervation of 
our own perſon z to whom ſhould we intruſt all 
this, bur to the Divine Providence, with whom 
ſo many juſt have depoſited their goods, their re- 


puration, their life , their blood; and have loſt 20 world are not great, fince th 


nothing by this confidence , but have tranſmit- 
26i1e +63 ted their purchaſes and conqueſts to the boſom of 
committs* eternity? In all which happeneth to us, let us 
paſt ſervs- look toward this eye of God which perpetually be- 
2-5, ane boldetÞ us,this puiſſant hand of God, this amorous 
quemeſſe direRion : Let us behold it as our Pole-ſtar , as 
Gems. de Our flaming pillar, as our great intelligence which 
verbis A- manageth. all the treaſures of our life : Let us 
poſtol- earn to repoſe ns in his boſom, to ſlumber upon 


' X 


eth alf this, God itteth all this God cOVern- 

eth all this j He loves ine as his. he wiſh. 

eth me well as one who hath piyen himſelf to him ; 

he can free me from this affiiRion; ific be his ho- 

ly will: He is all- good, to will it; he is all po- 

rent, todo it, Noys heis all wiſe, to will, and 

to do; all that which is beſt. Let us not meddle 

with the great current of hisCounſels, He ma- 

keth light, in the moſt ducky nigtits, and Havens 
forlorn Ship-wracks. | Were we with 

him in the ſhades of death 3 what ſhould we feat 

beirig berween the arms of life ? | YEE 

Secondly, ler us not be corrupted by opinions Ny ef 

which invade us with a great ſheiv of ſpeRres and midu, þ 1 

terrours , and make us ſo often to fear things 54% 

which are not, and which ſhall never be. - It is See. 65: 

to be too ſoon miſerable, to be ſo- before the in- ** 

ſtant : and if we for ſome time moſt be ſo; ſet us 

conſider that all the bleffings, and evils of the 

cannot long time 

be great. Let us take away the rhask from theſe 

fears of Poverty, of Sickneſs, and above all from 

humane reſpeQs, as one would from him who 

goes about co affright children, Why fear we ſo 

much fuch and ſuch accidents, which, they, wh6 

are made of no other fleſh and bones, then we, do 

daily deſpiſe ? The acquaintance with perils bard- 

neth to perils : and there is nothing ſo terrible, as 

the ignorance of real truths, Laſtly, let us hold for 


his heart, to ſleep between his arms, Upon the 3© certain, that s gread.part of our Tranquilicy de- 


firſt accident which befalleth us ; let us readily 
bend our knees in prayer; let us adore the ordi- 
nances of our ſoveraign Maſter : Let us behold 
with a confident countenance all which is hap= 
pened, or may happen : Let us ſay, God know- 


—_—__— 
——_—C A. i . 


FR_- upon our conſciehce : Let us ſettle in it 

repoſe by a good Confeffion ; let us conſtantly x 
undertake the fear of God, who will cure us of alj —_ 
our fears, ſince the Anchor of the floating under- 9ynows. 
ſtanding is the Honour of the Divisiry. ; 


The tenth Treatiſe, Of BOLDNESS: 


LL IL Y WY TS RI Y A. = "I * 


SeR. 1. The Pittare, and Eſſence of it. 


The Oldneſs is very well depainted in the bo- 
ene. ſom of power, ſhewing a heart in its hand, 
q all encompaſſed with ſpirits and flames , 

its viſage is repleniſhed with confidence, its habir 
altogether warlike, and countenance undaunted. 

.It looketh upon good all invironed with Gagers, 

as a Roſe among thotns, or as the golden fleece 

among dragons, and.is no whit amazed ; Bur it 

is on fire to fly through. perils , and to bear 

down all obſtacles: whick oppof 

Good hap walketh (before it, by its ſides inno- 

cency , benignity , ſtrength , experience, and 

other , good qualities which excite courage. 

The preſence thereof diſffipateth a thouſand petty 


Fancies which are loſt in the obſcurity of 


night, not able co endure the ſparkling of its 
eyes. .-> .. 

All this natively repreſenteth nnto us the na- 
ture and condition of boldneſs, which is properly 


Its EC- 
ſence. 


an effect of good hope, anda reſolution of cou- 20 
ag 


rage againſt dangers. . It is no wonder, if power 
hold in its boſom, (ince all the boldneſs a man 
comes to him from the opinion he conceives to be 
able enough, not to yield to the accidents, which 
may aſſault him, This hearr of fire, in which ſo 
- many yigorous ſpirits ſparkle, is a token of the 


bold, who commonly have more heat and vivaci- 
city; from whence it cometh that young-men 
have herein more advantage then old, were it not 
that they drive more aſſurance from ſome other 
part, then from the weakneſs of their age, The 
Eye, . Port. , -and Habit ſuitable co warriours 
make it ſufficiently appear, it is a virtue wholly 
military; andif it.,regard good enyironed with 
perils, we may thence conclude, it is the proper 


ſ its. conquelt, 10 profeſſion of Boldneſs to haſten to the conqueſt 


of a good, but ofa good very difficult, Forir 
will not. gather palms-and crowns but ina field 
watered all over with ſweats. All rhoſe virtues 
which are by its ſides ordinarily ſhew vs ſuch as 
are the boldelt, as are thoſe, who oo their conſci- 
ence. moſt clear, who are not offenſive ; an 
ors leſs _c to be ted; who are _ 
by ſome great favour, and namely-the 
Ces of heaveri ; who -are well diſpoſed: 
thin mind and ; who have experience of 
other hazards from which they ſucceſſively bave 
vindicated themſelves, and the good bap which 
bath alwayes accompanied them. Thoſe aiery 
fantaſies which fly from Boldneſs, are fears and 
affrighrs which are ſcatered by the firſt ray of its 
CYCS, 4 


SeR, 


treſſes and caſtles, flights and coverts cannot de- 
ferr it one Lilly inſtante, This opinion is very 
contrary to reaſon, becauſe it taketh from life 
_ all diſcourſe and diſcretion : and were ir' true ; 


garments , of munitions , of counſel, of In- 
| duſtry, of puniſhment, or of reward , but 'to 
| ler all our aRionslooſe in a general defeRion, 
which is wholly impertinent : and yet thoſe max- 
ims help Generals of armies, and are the cauſe 
that Turks throw themſelves- with a brutiſh bold- 
EE neſs into the moſt dreadful dangers, and ſuffer 
themſelves to be killed like flies, out of perſwaſi- 
on of this Deſtiny. It is very true,” that God 


wiſe by his Providence ſtayeth the courſe of our 
years : but on the other part, he obliging us to 
a reaſonable preſervation of our ſelves, if it hap. 
pen that out of ſome temerity meerly extrava- 
Sant we run into an evident danger of death; 
and that we therein perſiſt ; well is our death 'ac- 
cording to Gods calculation, but the cavſe is an ef- 
fe& of our folly and preſumption, for which God 
reſeryeth a chaſtiſement in the other life. So, that 


dable cannot have any place among aGions of vir- 
rue. ER 
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| There are others which are abſolutely impu- 
S&. 2. The Diverſity of Boldneſſes. dent, and which deſerve the title of ſhamelefnefs, 
- asare thoſe bold askers who offer up wr 
Etus now moreevlarge our thoughts to con- plications, and will hare demands the moſt'dif- 
[6 the differences, cauſes, effe&s, qualities, advantageous to be aſlented unto : as are tlivſe 
and appurtenances of this Paffion, alſo of deceivers and impoſters, who readily [lie 
Itis hard enough to make a ſound judgment of to enſnare the goods of another. They invent' a 
a man cruly bold, ſo many illafions there areof thouſand crafty tricks and gyuileful impoſtures 
boldneſs which preſent chemſelyes to our eyes, and which they 'diſtribute piecemeai, «s ſeriouſly, as 
would have us make that to paſs for virtue, which 10 if they were the moſt confeſſed truths of all'the 
is meer crime and ſtupidity. ; world. Some who are men of no account, make 
There are ſottiſh and beſtial boldneſſes which themſelves noble and illuſtrious, even to the'pre- 
proceed from the ignorarice of dangers,and which tending © of their being Yeſcended from Demy= 
conſider not what is good or bad, hurtful or inno- gods: ouhers feign riches in picture, and firname - 
cent, perilous or ſafe in humane life, themſelves from Barrgnies arid Marquiſates, which 
This it which makes ſuch, as know not what ſea» are no more in being then Chymeria's and flying 
matters are, to laugh many times, and to take de+' ſtags : others ſeem valiant like unto Rhodoments, 
light to ſcoffin occations which cauſe pilots, the and would willingly ſay in the tone of Roman- 
moſt experienced to become pale. ces : T hat they have had brave Combats with Row- 
This makes little children ſportand dally upon 20 land, Oliyer , and the Knight of the - burning 
the brink of a precipice ; that drunkards and ſword. 'Others are bablers, offenſive, - and ſeem 
fools go together by the ears, haſtening to ſword, to be only born to affront men of worth, There 
and peril; and that thoſe who walk, and are you find throats ſtretched wide, affe&ted counte- 
active in ſleep; to ſcramble upon houſe-roofs;, nances, diſſolute tongues, crooked fingers, hands —_ 
paſs over rivers, and precipitate themſelves into exerciſed in thefcs 'and robberies. - There are «1 
accidents ; able to make the moſt hardy to likewiſe ſome who go up the gallows with a coun- 
tremble. The tree of the knowledge of good and tenance 'as confident, as if they had learned no 
evil coſts us very dear : It ſetteth before our eyes other trade all their life-rime, but the praRtice of 
all the extent of our hazards and miſeries; it this kind-of puniſhment ; others bluſh not at any 
draweth our. evils at length ; it frames in our 43o crime whatſoever, living in a ſtrange proſtitutt- 
thought, that which ſhall never happen in effet; on of renown, and purſuing this courſe, frame 
it armeth our knowledges againſt our ſelves ; and, to themſelves other diabolical Boldneſſes of cut» 
as as Baſilisks kill themſelves by the reverbera= throats, who our of an overflow ofenraged furies, 
tion of the mirrours they behold ; ſo very often dare attempt upon the ſacred perſons of Kings 
we cauſe the death of our ſelves by the reflexion of and: Biſhops ; eſteemed nothing to be ſafe from 
our lights, their miſchief, nor impoſſible co their daring. 
There are in the world who have Turkiſh opi- All theſe manners of preceeding are moſt, abo- 
| * Ajrims nions, and who believe a fatality in our lives, minable, and in no ſort deſerve the title whereof 
ern thinking the hour of death is fixed; and that the we treat” in this diſcourſe, wherein I intend to 
5 heighth of rocks, "the deſcent of precipices, 40 ſpeak'of generous Boldneſſes, which are neceſ- 
== _—_—_ briſtled with ſwords , deſarts full of fary for humane life; and wherein there are ſome 
enmia fats ſerp nts, flames iſſuing out of the bellies of ſcor- Military, others, Civil , others , Holy and Re- 
. tees ed mountains, all poiſons and contagions haſten ligious, | 
ma!4ſſe ve- it *nOT One ſole moment : and that on the other | | 
«cane fide; brazen walls, ſentinels full of terrour, for- SeR. 3. Of lanudable Boldneſs. d 


S it nor a wonder to behold, that, which is ſo 
iſluſtrious in combats, and is the inſeparable 
companion of true valour, .to which ſo many * 


we need not eat nor drink, make uſe of arms, of 5o valiant men haye inall times made love, facri- 


ficing themſelves in ſo marly members to the ho- 
nour thereof; to be glorified with ſach crowns 
by its liberality ? Iris it which enkindled a brand 
of fire inthe heart of *4!:xander, and gave him 
—_—_ fly into the thickeſt ſquadrons of his ad- 
verſaries ; It, which Ceſar looked on, boldly ,,.1.,;. 
er amidſt the roaring waves, fearleſs of vit.attilz. 
the hail-ſhor of his enemies arrows :Tt, which 

ſparkled with ardent flames in JArtila's eyes, 


knows the number of onr dayes, andthat helike--60 when at the ſeige of Aquilcia, ſeeing himſelf all 


alone mexpeRedly ſet upon by a number of ſoul- 

diers;' he ſlew” ſome of them, in the-place with gc, 
his owt hands, and ſcattered the reſt with the 
lightning flaſhes which refle&ed from his face : 

It, ' which crowned ' Pirrhxs, in two duels : It, 

which -made Conſtartine appear like a thunder- ,,.., .. 
Airokt ifrthe battel againſt Maxentius't It, which cap. 2. 
animated Scevola,when (left alone in the treights 


of zi Hland by the Ebb of the fea he with- | Ka 


ſuch blind boldneſſes , being in no ſort lav.. 70 ſtood a- whole. Army of Barbarians : It, which ep. 28, 


accompanied Sicinvixs ina hundred and twenty 
pitched bartels, and affixed on his body _— 
' Ve 


% 


Part {| | G 
five wounds, as ſo matly Rubies': Tt which -raughe 

: 1.1 Cybepiriorvafcer bis hands were cat) off; to Jay 
$abel. 1.7, Ihold of a veſſel of 1his" fleet? with! his 
Ennead-6« reech : It, which cauſed a ſouldier-ofothe Roman 
+... Artmy''ſeeing »himfetf fifred 0n0/bigh;dnd: born 

-» _ with: his armour upon 'amelephants: Trunk; un» 
affrightedly to ſtrike him with ſo' ſtrong and 'vio= 

left a blow that he:madehim let go -his bod; and 

alone become victorious:over a beaſt which +carri- 
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_ 
tope; nor have 'they afy other! foteunein their 


© heads bur chelaw; orher life but linnotency, other 


aim but truth, - ocherzZeward theiglory, - Of this 

tempet was the 'magnanimous*Þapiniar (the how 
nour.of Lawyers) to whom the Emperour Sevens; Notable. 
dying, recommended:his two ſons with the go> Spares. 
vetnment of the Empire. But the/ impious Card- 
cal{ataving embrewed his hands in the-:blvod of 

his own brother Gets, and deſirous this great mai 


eth turrets and. houſes on his back. Jt is more eafie 10 ſhoulder fome Colour by his eloquence. before 


tonumber the ſtars in the sky,: then to keep! a re» 
giſter of ſto many valorous men who have been 

7» througbout; albages. *:Women and Virgins have 
.-  hadathare1in glory of 'this kind 'among; many 
| natiotis, (ehvying Laurels which crewrn the 
Atexander heads of brave Captains: The Scythian: axameres 
ab Alex- married not their daughters until they brought 
Payſanias the head of pregnant, Lacedemonidniwomen 
in Meſle- defeated the army of Ariſtomenes who had- aſſail- 


the Senate 8& Peopleupon an ation 16 barbarots 3 
he freely anſwered him, . it was more eafie to com- 
mit a paricide then to jbſtifie ic,otteriog'this trathy 
to. the prejudice of his head which-this' wretched 
Prince cauſed to becuroff, . and 'which the poſte- 
rity of great men. hath honoured wich immortal 
Crowns, Ofthe like conſtancy was A#i/tsdes the 
Locrian, in the Court of Dionypss King of Sicily; 
who would have married one of his daughters; but 


'*'*  edthem at a ſacrifice; and they maſſacred them 20'the father ſtoutly anſwered, he had rather ſee her 


 withſpits,. / rem iv hor ci 
*. as... ;  Zybſalew ſevenrmen ina battel with her own 
Sytvius in hand, Semiramis was in a Bath, when hearing the 


in-.her .ſepalchre, then in the. bed of a tyrant ; 
which coſt him the life of his children : nor for all 
this did be repenthim of his free Boldneſs. Suck 
alſo.was the great Oratour Lycargus who mana» 
ged the affairs of the'Athenian Common: wealth; 
-wich fuch equity and conſtancy, that, being ready 
to die, he cauſed hiinſe|fto be carried tothe Senate 
£0 giye an account *0f all the aRions of his life 
"and to fatisfie allthoſe, whom he might have of- 


the, moſt valiant Captains; that ſhe had: made 30 fended in his Goverment : but ſuch alife; inſtead 


biſtoriz news 'of the rebellion of: a Province of her Em- 

| pire ; ſhe ſpeedily haſtned thither not taking the 

S leiſure to; put -0n herſhoes, 'or 'dreſs|ber'; and 

-0d0e, Drought to obedience, - She cauſed to be:graven 

© on @pillar of her tomb, 'That Nature had made 

her a woman, but that Valour had equalled her to 

rivers/$0 run along according to the current of her 

liking, and her likings;-by the courſe of Reaſon ; 

that ſhe had peo = defarc lands ;; with 

.the (wprd through rocks; with ſilver-ſowed: fields 

which were unknown but to::ſalvafe beafts, and 

that amidſt all her affairs ſheever; bad time for her 

\_ . "ſelf, and for her friends: 5 Ed gl nt 1 

Afarivs 18 the fore-going Age in:the wars .of Hugary, 

Contorigs WS read of a young Chriſtian woman art the:liege 
Rellar.' 


Tranſy!l- fought agaioſt the Turks» and the husband being 
"=  flain. themotheradviſed her. ter.£0 retire, 
and to,ittrrthe body. of her dear fpouſe.. But tlie 
valorous Amazon havying,anſweredy it-was ' no 

time.for funerals,took-the: ſword:of herrdekd hus- 
band;:thruſther:ſelfanco tbe tbickeſt.of the troops, 

: killed three-Tarks with her:own hand;and rm the 

end baxeaway the body of her wel-beloved on her 
ſhoulderin.deſpire.of: (oi many 'epemiiex, ' who 


of ſtains, had nought i but palms and lights. To 
. this may be joyned the boldneſs of Samts; who 

have ſo often.defended the truth with the peril of 
their life againſt the rage of tyrants : as, that of S. 
Athavzafins, - againſt the Emperour' Conſtattins t 

That of S. Ambreſe,againſt Maximss : Thar, of $; 
Chry/oftom, againſt. Exdoxia : Tharz of S. Baſil, 
againlt, Yalens : OF $.: .Staniſlans; againſt Boleſ. 

Laus : Of. S. Thomas, againſt Henry King of Eng- 01:99, 


of | Agyia, . who with her mother. and. hasband 40 /ard, With this; a tnithon of Religious are to be #ndthe 


found who have undergone, anddodaily undergo "** 
che.labours of Giants, who forſakethe' ſmiling ta- 
;vours. of | their: nagive-ſ6il ;)to Þb into places, 
Whither it ſeems nature hath been-affraid ro: come. 
Thicher they paſs through an infinicyiof:dangers, 
tempelts, and: monſters; there they live in fottotn © © 
wildornoſſes, among tombs of ice and ſnow there 

they feed: upon that,-which, to: the'curioks: and 

Rice; would be a deathirco raſte. Aſt ſweetneſs and -+-:.:. 


ceaſed riot toſhook ar her. : What may'one add to go pleaſure of humanedife aetthence baniſhed; ri- 


this Milgary Boldneſs 2 :Do: we not - daily ſee ex- 
amples-:of:it.in our. French Nobility, who |fighe 
.apdn occaſions, :as if 'tvery man had a hundred 
bodigs.to loſe? orinch3 Bot 35: 5 ihe £90 
There izanother, which hatlr place in civil life, 
and which maketh meri:bold in converſation; for. 
warg.it affairs, courageousin. occalions,:and. pa- 
tient it advenfity. Many who have not this great 
heart, ave content.to bei erernally what they are, 


Fours, toils, and miferiesthere perpettally reign - 
thejreyes ſee none bb barbatoud viſio told 
ears hear nought but. onzcries andryelſsythenr: tals: 
finds only bitterneſs, their travels nought but 
thorhs; theit repoſe but torinent; tifebit anxidty; 
and death very oftena tomb'\ of --wates. wAnd\ yer 
holy Boldneſs reſerveth to it ſelf courages which ic 
leadeth forth,as it ſeems, beyond the ſun, time, and 
ſeaſonsqro conquey ſouls to God Muftywnot ſay} 


and op -cyhivate s. litde)lifeiwichin the limits: of 60 this paſfton is'infinitebyrgenerous;8:char it mounts 


modeſ}y.! (Bat others: breath nothing? bur:buſi- 

, neſles,, but:hargains, but forreign cominerces)but 
ſea-payages;: ring [neither ſtorms: nor' ſhip- 
wracks,;!When'this! hardineſs meers with great 

-1..;. - . State$:menz/it maketh.theni. pillars of; Adamanr, 
-114.-” whickia thouſand countrebuffs cannor! ſhike.//All 
--. The malice. which: is jn-cdrrupt; minds, :impiety-in 
profane, inyentions inthe! fRtious, daringin the 
inſolerg, gergqur in the potent, threats in! the paſ- 
Hogare ang, crvelty, 4H the . bloody, ;:doth: not 
make.chem go back one;ſtep. They thiokwith wil- 

dom, they ſpeak with liberty, they a& with equ= 


ed cto@ heighr of virtuegtimoſt prodigious? ©. TT, 
All are notcremted-yo'come torhe moſt emis | 
nent. , degree of - its excellencied3>Narbre muſt 
therein have a part:: and verily/in \niy* opinion, 
the: divine Providence! prepareth bodies greatly 
atlapredto thoſe darmg fouls which inthembe re- 
ſolverh to-endofſe. 1052 bi gle en” 

;Their temperature'is hot, their heart little in 
bulk. but a true fornace of heat; rhe members well 


o compoſed; the ſpeech firoag, and he arm ſturdy. 


Edbcation and Cuſtom: create anocher nature; 
which hath alwayes been.obſerved to be. extremely 
| Hhhbh neceffary 
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neceſſary in the children which are to be trained 
up to valour,, Thoſe 
ſome ſort be imitated, who ſet them on the hacks 
of certain. great birds co carry them in the: air, 
whereat lictle Cavalliers are at firſt aſtoniſh- 
ed, but in the end, they ſo faſhion themſelves 
thereto, that they deſpiſe all other peril, The 
Romans daily made them to ſee lions and ele- 
phanes in the Amphitheatre , and the blood of 
ſword-pla 
Others lead them out to the ſea, among monſters 
and tempeſts ; others praRiced rhem to Combats, 
where quickly learn'd the art of giving and 
receiving wounds, and to beat men down. D«- 
vid, Thiſews, and Brafidas, n the profefſi. 
on of waryery young. The ſon of King Tar< 
quin, at the age of fourteen years, flew an ene- 
my with his own hand. Scipse ſaved his father in 
the confuſion of a battel, being then but ſeven- 
teen 
when he was made Tribune in the Army. Al. 
boinns very young, in duel, vanquiſhed the ſon of 
T heri/mond —_— the Gepides , which was the 
canſe that his father, who before bred him among 
his ſervants; did ſet him at his own table. 
Some-think that ſtudy and learning are very 
much oppoſite to military Boidneſs, and itis ve- 
ry little to be doubted (if it be exceſſively purſou- 
edin the vigour of years, which are proper for 
the exerciſe- of arms) but that it will endanger 
mens Courages to become timorous. But it is of 
infinite uſe for Princes ahd young Gentlemen, 
who are to be diſpoſed to aRions the moſ? elate. 
For by a laudable temperature it ſweerneth all that 
which a warlike ' humour 'might have contra 

of roughneſs and incivility ; it awakeneth wiſdom, 
itenlightneth counſel, it renders Boldneſs intelli« 
Sent and magnanimous , it poliſherh the tongue; 


it gives authority in charges, grace in converſati- 


{y lef- 
ſeneth not 
COUrages 


ple - of I»dia muſt ind * 


$ ſhed almoſt as ordinarily as wine z 10 nature, and 
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thoſe who are truly bold within the limits and liſts 
of virtue, - Certainly Ariffdtle ſaw much, when Ariftot. 2. 
he ſaid, that'the moſt bold were ſoch as were tnoſt B92; 
Ki Eo, this propoſition in the FLA 
I willm | n in well 
part of this difcoutſe, ſhew a moſt- manifeſt dvin. 
reaſon, which reacheth us,that able man con- 
ſidering what he is, cantiot be hardy of himſelf, by 
reaſon of the incapacity and weakneſs of humane 
| therefore we muſt ſay, that if be have 
_—_ boldneſs, it neceſſarily comes to him from 
above. | 
The Platoniſts ſaid, there are ſeven things able == able 
mach to bumble a man z the Firſt whereof, is, to bumble 
that his ſpirit is caitive, thorny, and light. Se- Apuici ge 
condly, that his body is brutiſh, and extremely Dewooie 
expoſed to all the injuries and impreſſions of exte- . 
riovr violencies, Thirdly, thar being ſo inconſtant & «wie _, 
in his manners, he commonly is very conſtant in g ns 


ears old. Probus was without a beard 20 his errours. Fourthly, that his endeavours are in» ow3re {5 


finitely vain, and that many times being read to hes, 
enter into his tomb (when be comes.t0 behold and 4fimitis 
conſider his whole life already paſt) be finds it tO r-9s takes, 
be full of ſpiders webs which he with much labour fre 2 
and induſtry hath ſpun, but not to purpoſe. Fifth- ſapiens, 
ly, that his fortune is of glaſs, and meny times cw mew 
catcheth a crack when its moſt reſplendent. Sixth- 

ly, that if he find wiſdom amidſt ſo many errours, 

it is but too late, and wherr he ſcarcely time 


z0 lefttonſeir. The ſeventh, that wiſdom coming 


ſo ſlowly death fails not.co make haſte, and to ſur- 
priſe a man, when dis heart is embroiled with di- 
vers deſigns, and with certain knowledges of 

having done "ill, with vocertainty of doing bet- 

ter. Beſides Reaſon, dotli,not the Scripture in ma- 

ny places'teach the weakneſs of man, and the ne- 

ceſlity he hath ofdivine friccor for his ſubſiſtence? ;c,, ,c. 
Behold, yow are but a nothing, and all your works Pl 144, 


are as if they were not.” | Man 5s the very image of 164, 5, 


on, invention in the cabinet, Honour among the 40 vanity, ind a ſrerdof av 'tarthen per, Hay, that 


wiſe, and glory with Poſterity. 
Mee 'riſibus A fear natute and education 3. to become bold, 
aſſo he mak be ſenſible of Honour, which enkindleth 
ids rhe moſt timerous ; be —_ exerciſe 
os, himſelf /inehetoils of Military Diſcipline, and the 
vincendiqhe praKice of/bitaye'' pieces. of fetvicez he muſt not 
=wc:s - be either vduhting, ſfeoffing, ' caprious, or offen- 
weſcit five; but-prudent, reſerved, ative, and labo- 
Claudian. Fious : be muſt yery little faſten-his affetions upon 


things.of the - earth_,- compoſe himſelf to the 5o others ſeot 


contempt ofdeath, make: necount ones not bora 
but 'to <8 far bi Prince' & Cor and toeſigem 
no life inrthe world more precious then Glory, 
. Hovon elavan vols hen wn 
SeR. 4. Thet:tyne Boldneſr xd inſpired by God, nnd 
_ we maſt. wholly depend" 08 him to become 
or; 2TOT 10! | 


- 
GY 


ue brides this, to: riſe: ones ſelf to. ſome- 
thing more excellent; we-mulſt lookoapon the 60 


divine virents: which onght-:to be: the pi 
of ours | But if oyou:now avk me wherein 
we may; be 'gided by our firſt model, to acquire 
Boldneſs/?-I-do nor affirm we may Property fay, 
that Boldneſs is ih God 7; becauſe ritis paſſion is 
eſſentially tonjoyned to a regard it hath: towards 
a thing very difficult and encompaſſed with dan- 
rs. Now'we know , that” 'nothing 'can' be 
ifficult or dangerous before'God, by reaſon of 


ICT, 
withers at the firft rifing of the hot ſun. T he name Pronah 
of God, us a ſtrong and moſt afſnred tower, the juſt 
ſhall there have their refuge,and there ſhall be exalted, 
+ Hencewe ſee, how, allchoſe who have appear- 
ed in the world with fome eminency have ever had 
ſome particular favours from heaven to authorize 
their aQions, and ro: make men believe, they had 
ſomewhatabove man. So Moſes, Foſtnah, De- 
borah,Gideow, S«mſon, David,Solomon and ſo many 

God for the government of his peo- 
ple came certain chataRers of his Diviniry, 
which gave them an admirable confidence, and 
framed intheir ſouls notable perſwafions of their 
own abilities, And it is a thing very remakable, 
that ſuch as were not in the way of true- Religion, 
and who conſequently could not bave thoſe afſit< 
ances and fin protections from heaven, 
{ at the leaſt to forrifie themſelves with ſome 
ſemblances. All which filted A/zxovdey with Bold- 
neſs, was, that they bad aded him he 'was of 
Diviteeatraction, and that rhis belixf bad ſeized 
on.the ſouls of the credulous peoplerwhich was the. 
cauſe that be was looked on as a man Ce= 
leſtial , deſtinated ro the Empire of the world. 
Ie is rhoughe thar Py»rhas who imitated him, & notable 
ſhewed bis reeth in grear ſecret to his friends ; @n gn of | 
the upper row whereof the word afay wes en- Pim 
graven, 'and on the lower, Caries ; 45 much 


as to Tay, He was a King as generons 854 lion : 


his oerngay power and moſt accompliſhed felici- 70 but that. which moſt made this Elogy.good, was, 


ty. God perſpicuouſly) can neither 
be timorous hor bold; but it is he who makes alt 


that thefe letters were rhovght ro be formed 
by-a Divine hand, to give « guy from 
heaven 


Part 4; 


heaven of the greatneſs of this Monarch: And 

this being ſpread among the people, it made 

them to expe prodigious things from him. Ax- 
 gnſftns Ceſar, who changed the face of the Com- 

FR! mon- wealth into Empire,mounted on the Throne 
—— of the Univerſe by the ſame means. For it is ſaid, 
that his father Ottavizs whillt he ſacrificed in a 

wood, having ſhed a little wine on the altar, there 
Suetonius. Came 2 flame from it which flew up to heaven, 
whereon the Augur foretold him, he ſhould have 


zenerofity added, that this/ Prince, being yet very young, in 
of Ceſ«. his child-hood, played with Eagles, and made 
Frogs to ceaſe their croaking by a tilly command ; 

and that as he entred into Rome after the death of 

Dio, &Zi- ulizs C:ſar, the Sun wasencompaſſed with a 
oor oh Rainbow, as a preſage of the great Peace he 
Cornet: .;, {981d produce in the Roman Empire. Feſpatian 
.2 had neverdared to aſpire to the Empire, without 


The Paſſions of Bolineſ?, 


6tt 
the teſtimony of their inn6cency, whereof they 
were moſt certain, With what contidence went S. 
Macarixs to liein the ſepulchres of Pagans, and 
(wholly fearleſs himſelf) co ſtrike terrour into the 
ſpirits of the damned ! was it not the aſſurance of 
his holy life which furniſhed his heart with all this 
reſolution And ſhaſl we then doubt but that the 
true means to be repleniſhed with a holy Cou- 
rage, is, to ſet the conſcience in good order; and 


IC to make entire Confelfion of fins to preſerve ones 
Preſages a ſon who ſhould be Emperour of the world. Ir is - 


ſelf afterward, in all poflible purity, from our 
infirmiries ? 


SeR.5. That Feſus hath given us many Pledges of 
a ſublime Confidence to ſtrengthen our Conrage. 


Er us next contemplate our ſecond Model, jc. 
and conſider a thing very remarkable, which Chriſt at- 


is, that eſ»s Chriſt, who putreth us into a holy Þ\i% 6 


the favour of preſages, and namely of that which 20 dread by the conſideration of his greatneſs, hath vy his fear: 


happened to him on Mount Carmel, when facri- 
ficing in the ſame place, and being in a great per- 
plexity of mind, what reſolution he ſhould make 
in this affair; the Prieſt bad him to be of good 
courage, and the ſecret hopes of his heart ſhould 
have very good ſucceſs, The world hath not been 

Elogies of content to afford theſe favours to men alone, bur 

the City . 4 . 

of Rome. it bach alſo given it to famous places. Rome, for 
good lucks ſake, was termed, among other ritles, 


Solinus Valenceby the name of Valour z and Cephale,as 30 lours, of puniſhments and glory. He deſcend- Ch 


Geranchi- much as to ſay (Head) to ſhew it ſhould be the 
Head of the world. Preſently alſo it was flattered 
with the opinion of its Eternity, ſo that many 
termed it the Eternal City, which was the cauſe 
that the Romans in their greateſt deſolations 
would never forſake the place. 

Ic appears out of all this, that men having not 
the power to be igaorant of their own weakneſ- 


' Ammianus 
L15. Cc 6. 


ſes, never think themſelves ſtrong enough, if 


The moſt 
bold are 
Cuch as 
have a 
lear con- = . , h 
ſence, Pure ſpirit by purity of heart; for if a little opi- 
nion of Divine favour ſo much encouraged Kings 


and people, what will not the teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience do ? 


». 13. , The Egypcians amidſt ſo many plagues from 


Sa by 190 - 
IH: ergo jib heaven, and that dreadful night which took away 
tener 


graves 
erant, 


ed low on the earth without- any ſpark of cou- 
rage, becauſe their evil conſcience was more 
weighty upon them then all their miſeries, as the 
Book of Wiſdom obſeryeth, 


Carnifce What aſſurance can one have in perils, when af- 
occur v ter he hath committed ſome crime, he feeleth a 
ſeeteris little Executioner in his heart with pincets and 
endo, hooks of iron ? Contrariwiſe,a good Conſcience 


Pelag. ad is well compared by $. Baþ! to that little Kell 
S. Baſel in 
tf. refreſheth it with its wholeſom waters ; to fignitie 
vTiKYg* unto us that the heart of a good man abides in per- 
dis, petval ſolace, which among dangers preſerveth it 

from diſturbances. 1.ask you, with what aſſu- 

rance ſtood the good Malchus with his holy wife 
Hieron. in at the entrance of the lions den, when of one fide 
Malcho.- the glittering ſword was preſented them, and on 
the other, they heard thoſe ſalvage beaſts to roar, 
tt and they notwithſtanding remained immoveable ? 
1th 
Ton gives them, when he faith ; Ty 


were encom- 
4% paſſedas witha ſtrong wall, whic 


they found in 


they have not ſome (l kaow not what) of Divyi- 40 When I here below behold a man, well may } 
nity : wherefore we muſt conclude, rhat the true 
means to have a generops & ſolid bo'dneſs, is to be 
well w:th God, andto tie ones ſelf to this moſt 


their firſt-born childreo, were deje&ed,and couch- 50 the reſt of the members, and as the root of the wine tang, 


With what arms ? but with thoſe which S. Hierom 70 


acquired us boldneſs by his proper fear. Theſe 
are the words of greatS. Leo. { have borrowed 
fear from thee, and, I have furniſhed thee with my $-Leo hems 
confidence. He exprefly would admit the agony ©*® 
of Mount Olivet in his ſacred Humanity, to en- 

courage Our pulilanimity ; that we in mildnefs 

being Lambs, might become Lions by: courage : 

and this is the courſe he hath obſerved in all his 

ations in this great contexture of pains and do- 

ed from heaven like a rich - Merchant laden with beige 
great treaſures, he came to lodge in a wretched Why, "4 
cottage among mortals, whom he held for his ſas nobis 
brethren, He was charmed with a love ſo power- {97m 
ful, and entranced in a manner ſo prodigious, 1, 4erce 5 
that he made a change,admirable to all the world ; papaaba] 
taking upon him our infirmities to give us 1c injuriay 
lireagth ; our affconcs, to conferr his dignity up- aim: 
On vs; our wounds, to beltow his health on us. f 


qu?d mcaie 
cus qua non 
have ſome ſmall impreftion of his example, but I tary crar 
thereby become not enriched with his merit. Now — 
Jeſus hath this property, that beſides the benefit ſerm- 159% 
of the celeſtial Dorine which he communicarerhs 

ro us, beſides that of example (which is infinite- 

ly raviſhing) he maketh in us, under the title of 
Adoption, a powerful infuſion of his Graces. 

He continually ponreth his virtue on ſouls who art Twmgum 
in the poſſeſſion of 7»ſtifying Grace : as rhe head on c«p« m 


am vi. 
ſendeth nouriſhment to all the branches which depend *%= poten 
#ponir, Heis our Aaron, who (asit is ſaid in ab fcans 
the Book of Wiſdom) is crowned with veſſels of Jenn 
virtue, fince the treaſure of his merits are ſo many Concil. _ 
veſſels of ſan&ity, which flow over the whole 7*id: {i 
maſs of mankind. cel-45- 
Note, that he communicated to us three Pledg- Three, | 
es of his ineſtimable Love, to giveus confidence ; ſuccours 


that is to ſay, his Name his Croſs, and the Sacra- 


Ecel.45+9s! 


of our 
Saviour te 


which environeth the heart,and which continually 60 ment of his Body and his Blood. Good God ! animate 


our CORe 


Whar daſtardlineſs would not be animated, and Þ wee 


what courage not raiſed in the preſence of three'ſo 
much to be adored Aftiſiances? The name of - 7e- 
ſas is the Name of Names which we ſhould grave dad > 
on our fore-heads, . as the charaRer of our Chri- Jeſus. 
ſtianity, and the aſſurance of our ſalvation againſt c_ 
all hoſtilities. This is the Name, which the «wo punt 
high Prieſt of the Jews, bare on his Myter. Gahes word 
Ic is the name, in fight of which , Alexander, celator 
when he went out to beliege Feruſalem, became a Hymine 
lamb of an enraged lion, breaking ali his choler ar Exod: 25, 
the feet of a Prieſt, as waves aredaſhed ogainſt 24s. 


Hhhh 2 the 


The pow- 


612 


Concluſiſts the rocks, It is that Name, which made Daniel 
rpg co take his refetion, whilſt he was in the paws of 
rerbill & lions, With all tranquility» That Name, which 


laudabil: 


mine 180, the flames of the Babylonian Fornace acknow- 
ledged. That Name, which God maketh uſe of to 


* ſeal up the Abyſles, 


And what ſhall I ſay of the Croſs, and of this 


effets of Royal Standard of the Monarch of Monarchs, 


ſaid the voice of heaven to Conſtantine. It is he | 
Chriſt,  gnder whom ſo many brave Collonels of Chriſti- 10 dency, fomented by the mildneſs of laws and 


an ſouldiery have flown from one pole to another 

as Eagles, faln like rempeſts upon the armies of 
Sarazens, cut like keen razours, conſumed as 

with coals all powers oppoſed again(t Chriſti- 

anity, How often hath this fign lifced up deject- 

© ed Conrapes? How often hath it thrown terrour 
Pow, among legions of Infidels? How often hath ic 


regnavit 4 


tygae. Aug. driven away Devils ? On this wood, God eſtabliſhed 
RR. his Throne. Feſus Chriſt (as ſaith S. Auguſtine) 


Eruce ſus fought with his Croſs. He by it, difeated the 20 thou not be bold, but from the preſumption of 
Kings and Mmarchs of the earth; and having 


Chriſtms vi- 
cit Reges & 


ſabjugaiv gloriouſly overthrown them ,' bath made them to 


eis ipſam 


Crucem in Carry the Croſs on their -fore-heads, O how un- 
frome fxit. happy be we it we reſemble vipers who bear the 
Crols, but, hidden under their jaws ! It is to do 
like the brood of vipers, to bluſh at che Croſs, 
and to be aſhamed at the venerable ſcorns of the 
Raymund. Paſſion of our Saviour, Bat it is {our work to 
in Ante- hear it in ſight ofall the world, and to repard it 


chriſto. 


fcom the 
help of the 
holy Sa- 
crament of 
the Alrar« 
An excel- 
lent obſer- 
vation of 
S, Gregory. 


Numb. 233» 


as the (ign of our Redemption, and the harneſs of 30 geous, Tury a ſquare tone which way you will, ferien 
© our proteRtion, | 


Whar ſhall we not do with it, and with this 
adorable Sacrament of the Altar, which maketch 
us preſent with God, and God ſo- preſent to 
us? Is it not from thence, that ſo many Saints 
have gone forth as lions caſting fire and flames out 
of their mouths ? as (faith S. John Chryſoſtom: ) 
The learned S. Gregory of Tours teacheth us, thar 
antiently the holy Euchariſt was kept in Churches 


in a little tower of ilver. In my opinion, to fig- 49 ſtead of blood ran up and down my veins ; ler po- 


nifie, that this.pledge of the love of God, is a 
fortreſs inexpugnable, againſt the aſſaults of our 
enemies, That is it, which at all times fortified 
Virgins agaioſt the ardours of Concupifcence 
and the importunities of carnal lovers who would 
have bereaved them of their honour. That, 
which made Martyrs run to flames and wheels, 
as others, to delights, Fhat, which made them 
to look with alacrity upon their ſtreaming blood, 


and to hold ic more precious then oriental pearls. 5O infinite. 


The Scripture telleth us, that the Children of 
Iſrael being departed from Marah (as much as 
to ſay a place of Bitterneſs) arrived at Elim, 
where they found twelve Fountains and ſeventy 
Palms. And I muft 'tell yon, that when, after 
mortification of the fleſh, the aMicions of the 
world, the fears of fo many accidents which me- 
nace us, we come to this divine Sacrament ; there 
we meet with fountains which ſtream from the 


wounds of out Saviour; there we gather palms 60 endeth, not; bur to begin again ? O how little 


and viRtories, numberleſs. Who then would not 
learn holy Boldneſs ia the ſchool of Feſws Chriſt ? 
But alas | It ofcen happens that inſtead [of pro- 


fiting in ſo good a ſchool, and in the Do@trine of 


ſo great a Maſter ; we are bold for the world, and 


THE. HOLY COURT. - Part 4, 


timorous in the affairs of God, What a prodi- 
y is it to ſee now adayes ſo many who are only 

id, to doill@ If a falſhood be to be averred, if 

a wretched maid to be debauſhed, if a revenge 
to be put forward, even to the effuſion of hu. 
mane blood, if lawful Powers to be reſiſted, if 
laws both Divine and Humane to be ſpoken a- 
gainlt, there Boldneſs and Confidence appear- 
eth, But what ſay I? Confidence? yea, Impu- 


impunity of ſo many crimes. But, in under= 
takings made for God, we have hearts of was, - 
and ſouls trembling like leaves under the breath 
of winds, | 

O deteſtable Boldneſs! which art not born but to 
ſerve as an inſtrument to miſchief ; doſt thou not 
know, there is no aſſured power againſt God, who 
in the twinkling of an eye overthroweth the chil- 
dren and race of Titanians? O ſenſleſs man ! canſt 


thy ſtrength ? And haſt not thou yet learned, that 

the things, which according to the opinion of 

the world, are moſt ſtrong, are confounded by 

the weakelt ? Lions have been fed upon by flies, 

and wretched ruſt waſteth the hardeſt metals, If 
we mult be bold ; ler it be in things hoheſt; let it 

be for virtue 3 for verity ; for Gods cauſe, Should ,,,,_ 
the heavens fall in thunder-claps upon our heads, iltabaur 


their ruins have not pewer to aftoniſh a mind conra- —_— 


it ever ſtands immoveable upon the folidity of its _—_ 
Baſis, ſaid S. Auguſtine. One would hn 0 do Drew gas 
anill at, and if I conſent not thereto, I am ns #4 
threacned with the loſs of a ſuit, of a ruine, of my Pcal- 85, 
affairs, and with poverty, the worft ſcourge of all. 

Let my enemies vomit forth all their rage on me, 

they cannot make me poorer then I was when 1 

was born, I came not into the world plittering 

with precious ſtones, and it was not gold which in- 


verty come againſt me with all the train of its 
terrours, When Ibehold on the Croſs a God all 

naked, who in bis nakedneſs giveth all things;] ſay, 

we ſhould account ita glorie to die poor, for a wemuſt 
God ſodeſpoiled. They threaten me with baniſh-  oboq of 
meat; the Spirit of God teacheth me not to care the world, 
what land be under my feet, when my eyes are no 000 ee” 


fixed on heaven, and on the moſt bleſſed repoſe of our fout. 
the living which concludeth all evils in a beatude 


They threaten me with impriſonment, fetters, 
gibbets, and death, the terrible of terribles. I ex- 
pect nor till it fall on me. I look on it afar off with 
an eye ſtrucken with the firſt rays of felicity, Whar 
can death rake from me but a miſerable carkaſs 
ſubje& to a thouſand deaths, but a life of piſmires 
and flies? And what can it bring unto me, bur 
a ceſſation from ſo many relapſing aRions, and 
from a wretched embroilment, which every day 


areall things mortal, with him who looks on a 
God immorral ! I will watk in the ſhades of death 
with a firm footing, and a confident countenance, 


hace it cannot ſeparate me from the ſource of 
Lives. 


Part 4. The Paſſions of $ hamefac neſs, + a PIE 


_——__ 


The eleventh Treatiſe, Of SHA MEFAC:TNESS; 


——_— 


Set. 1. The Decency of Shamefac'tneſs, its Nature and Defpuition. 


far raglh reaſonable then the reſt: becauſe (being 
nable Paſ- properly A fear of Diſhononry ) it makes di» 
—_ {tinRtion between that which is decent or 

undecent 3 laudable or blame-worthy ; glorious 

or infamous; which appertaineth to the Court- 
Its ſources, hall of Judgment and Reaſon : Ir bath this privi- 
and conſci- ledge, that it takes its Origen from two very emi- 
ence nent ſources; which are Conſcience and Honour : 


Shame® x is a humane Paſſion, more 


T inde the antient Oratour Demades ſpake right, «4; 5% 
when he ſaid, Shamefac'tneſs was the Citadel of x97 4- 
beauty and virtue. Likewiſe, the Oracle of Do- gf1-76- 
ours, S. Auguſtine writeth, that a more accepta« as. | 
ble ſacrifice we cannot give to devils, then to offer 713%. 
them up our Shamefac'cneſs ; for ſo-much as if that 32. 

be once extint , there remains nothing but to ex- 

peR a general inundation of all wickedneſs. 


Set. 2. Divers kinds of Shamefac'tneſs. 


ſeeing the things which cauſe ſhame in us, are or- x © Ow we muſt here obſerve, that there are 


dinarily vitious, or naught in the common under- 
ſtanding of men, 

x Part.q:86, Conſcience ( which, according to S, Thomas, is 
a naturall habitude that exciteth us ro good, and 
maketh us to diſapprove evil ) inſenſibly ſtirreth 
in us ſhame ſo ſoon as any of our thoughts, aQti= 
ons, or words tranſpgreſs its laws, Honour, on the 

T * re. Other ſide, calis forth a ray from the circuit of its 


| mc 2 glory which viſibly figureth unto us the blemiſhes 


many kinds of Shamefac'tneſs, one whereof | 

is Holy, the other Humane , and the third Evil. I Three 
ſay, a holy Shamefac'cneſs ( as that which being nds ef 
a moſt faicbfull companion of Chaſtity) cannot f-cetneſs 
endure the leaſt thing contrary to this holy virtue, 

but that it becomes much intereſſed therein. This 7!Y. 
moſt evidently appeareth in ſo many good men, tac'rne.. 
in ſo many virtuous women, and chatte Virgins 

who cannot hear an unchaſte word but that it fix= 


ſpurt» Thar darken its beauty. The love of Reputation is 20 eth a wound in their hearts. Terrsllian ſaid, Vir. 


powerfull. It ſeems to be ſome Atome of Divini- 
ty which enters into hearts the moſt generous , 
makes men very deſirous to be wel-eſteemed,think- 
ing by this means to lead a pleaſing life in the 
mindes of many : which is much more prized then 
the life of bodies, ſeeing there are ſome who daily 
ſacrifice themſelves for PunGillio's of Honour, to 


bloudy deaths , in the moſt exalted heighth of. 


their proſperity. This reputation pompouſly 


gins ſhould bluſh even ar the good they poſſeſſed; 
meaning, that albeit their virginal body bear no- 

thing upon it but the charaQters of honour : yet Yrginibs;, 
ought they not to permit the view of their beauty, [,,» ji 
as 2 pillage, to curious eyes, fearing leaſt every mn ervbyſ- 
glance might ſteal away ſome tender bloſſome of 5:511.%% 
amiable Virginity. There are ſome who eaſily Zan 
bluſh at the approach of another ſex, and ar {Au 


words too freely ſpoken, not that they feel them- ne 


marcheih before Conquerours, and cauſerh a mil= 30 ſelves guilty of any thing ; bur out of a naturall 


lion of Trumpets to be ſounded to make them fa- 
mous : It cvulcivateth the verdant Laurels of great 
Caprains ; It encourageth the moſt heartleſs ſoul- 
diers to Combar : It cheriſheth the learned, and 
ſweetneth the coils of their pens : It awakneth 
arts : it raiſeth the moſt excellent Ladies, as it 
were, on the wing of glory, by Gingular praiſes 
of their chs{tty x It entreth into places the 
moſt infamous , as the ray of the Sun into a 


ſhamefac'tneſs, which cannor ſuffer . the leaſt 
thought of things reproachfull; and many times 
alſo our of ihe fear they have to be ſuſpeRted in 
matters, of which they in conſcience have no re- 
morſe. This is a fign of a good ſoul, and it is ne- 
ceſſary for ſuch an one as will preſerve a chaſtity 
inviolable, to avoid the leaſt approaches, and all . 
which may prejudice Decorum. Libanins an ex- 
cellent Oracour obſerveth, that a Painter one day 


puddle , and makes even thoſe who . have re- 49 defirous to paint Ape/lo upon a board of Laurel, ; 


nounced Hononr ſtill ro ſeek ſome rag of Re- 
s.\Auguſt, 19Wn to cover their reproach, $, Auguſtive faith, 
3n Pſal.r9. men are fo ready to make themſelves be known, 
Heryira that thoſe who cannot be known for their good- 
Non ſun nels, make themſelves many times to be talked of 
77 their wickednefs, as if they thought, it were as 
rents con= QAO to be nothing as to ſee themſelves deprived 
ſcienis of the knowledge of the living. $. Ambroſe faith 
Ambr. !. 7. admirably well, I am not ſo great a man, as to be 


firmity that I cannot endure the leaſt ſtain of 
ſhame without waſhing it off, This is the cauſe , 
that the whole world endeavoureth to preſerve 
for ir ſelf(as much as it can)an inviolable eſtimati- 
on among ſo manydifferentopinions ofjudgments, 
paſsions, favours, dilgraces, intereſts, and revolu- 
rions of the world. Manners (faith $, Bernard) 
have their colours, and their odours , which are 
good examples. So ſoon as Repuration [is wound- 


the colours ſeemed to berejeRed, and could not be j.nt ob- 
laid thereon. Our of which, this curious wit invent- ar} þ ned] 
ed an excellent rarity, ſaying , That the chaſte eos 
Daphne ( who according to the fition of the Po« 
ets was turned intoa Laurel-tree, flying from A- 
polio who would diſhonour her) could not endure 
bim, yea, even in painting ; although ſhe now was 
nought elſe, bur a piece of inſenfible wood, Where= 
upon we may infer, that chaſt bodies fear theJeaſt 


' fatisfied with my own Conſcience. I have this in- 59 images and reſemblaaces of impurity, and do, even 


beyond a Tomb, preſerve ſome ſence of integrity. 

It ts read in the hfe of  S. Epiphanins, that be gave a 

kick with his foot, after his death, at a curious man 

who looked too near upon him. And we alſo fee 
many who expreſly by their will forbid them- Sino 
ſelvesro be opened, and to have their entrails pri- _ bo 
ed into by diſſe&ions, which ſomewhat favours of Er1hanie- 
inbumanity. We muſt nor be too curious in theſe 
matters, when we make no profeſfion of them, 


ed by the objeRt of ſome diſhonour , the ſoul is 60 For, ſometimes many maids are- more knowing 


moved, allthe bloud is ſtirred, ſpreading it ſelf 0= 
ver the face with a ruddinefs, as if it proceeded 
from this wound, Ir is a favour: from heaven-, 
when we have our ſenſes tender in this kind : and 


before marriage, then is requiſite for chaſtity, 
Mercia daughter of Varro, who-was one of the x... 
rareſt wits of her time, was skilful in all arts, yea, 6. 
even in Painting ; buc never would fhe pains = 

e 
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ked men, leſt ſhe might offend modeſty. Is it not 
a brave ſight to behold a Chriſtian, whoſe bloud 
flyeth up into his face when he heareth blaſphe- 
mies vomitted forth againſt God, as a good ſon 
would bluſh when the aſhes of his father were de- 
famed | What a goodly thing is it to ſee a vice re- 
jected, which, a diſſolute brazen- face, or a confi- 
dent corrupt ſpirit ſuggeſteth to a young tender 
ſoul of an Angelical ſhatnefac'tneſs, that draweth 
bloud from the face, and makes uſe of this vermil- 
lion as of myſterious ink, to write down the con- 
demnation of diſhonour |! 

The ſecond kind of ſhamefac'tneſs is much more 
humane , and more intereſled , which is daily ob- 
ſerved in a thouſand occaſions in the world, when 
one bluſhetb, out of an apprehenſion of incurring 
ſome blermiſh of a good reputation, in what con= 
cerneth Extraction, Body, Wit, Profeſlion, Inte- 
grity , Virtue, Condition, and eſtate, Some are 


Humane 
abd inte- 
reſſed 
ſhame- 
fac'tneſ(s. 


THE HOLY COURT. 


10 of Ignominy, ſeeing Boleſlaus the Third, who was 


putation, whoſe good opinion they affeR, before 
their competitours, their corrivals, their enemies, 
who take a direfull comfort in their confuſion, 
Then is the time when one ſinketh into the bot- 
tom of diſhonour, and when ſhamefac'cneſs co- 
vers allthe face over. Cronzs was ſo abaſhed, that 


Part 4. 


The 
ſtrange 


he was not able to ſolve a Sophiſme at King Prolo. ſhave of 


»7's Table , that be died with diſcontent. A Polo- 
nan Prince ſtrangled himſelf upon an oppreſſion 


his King, had ſent him a Hares-skin with a diſtaff, 
to upbraid him with his Cowardiſe in a battel a- 
gSainſt the Myſcovites, But we muſt ſay truly, that 
all this proceedeth from an enraged delire of pun- 
Rilio's of honour which ought never, to ſuch ex» 
tremity, take root in the ſoul of a Chriſtian, 
Laſtly, there be who are touched with ſome 
ſhame tor vices, not thoſe which they know do diſ- 
pleaſe God, but for ſuch as are accounted ignomi- 


much yexed at their own birth, and when they 20 nious in the opinion of men : as to bea Villain, a 


ſee themſelves raiſed to ſome degree of honour, 
they are aſhamed that their enemies reproach 
them with the baſeneſs of their beginning; bur, 
they ſhould remember , that Birth is a buſineſs 
whereunto they are not called, that it is no more 
in our power then are the ſtars and the winds; and 
that many great perſonages have boaſted they 
have mounted higher by-Virtue, then their Ance- 
{tours had deſcended by the obſcurity of their ex- 
traction, 


obrur'Y Porn the Monarch of the Indies was the ſon of 
- A, Barber : Brady{lss Prince of the Sclavonians, of 


a Collier : Ortageras Duke of the Sicyonians, of a 
Cook: Agathocles King of Sicily, of a Potter : 
and yet they gloried to have made a large way to 
greatneſs for themſelves from the recommendation 
of their valour, Primiſiaus, come from the condi- 
tion of a peaſant to principallity, cauſed his old 
homely rags to be kepr, that he might ſometimes 


Mifer, a Lier, a Traytour, Falſifier, an Impoltovr , 
a Thief, Unjult, Ungratefull, Baſe, and exorbi- 
rant in the exceſs of bodily vices, eſpecially when 
thoſe exorbitances are waited 0n by ſhametull pu- 
niſhments and publick infamy. All this is able to 
confound one one who hath any feeling of ho- 
nour ; but if ſhame happen for (in, it mult be dri- 
ven _ by virtue ; nay, it is much better to take 
ſhame, 


found who make a little account of grievous fins, 
with which ch2y defile their conſciences, and diſ- 
honour their reputation : Bur if there be any ble- 


en to be taken by it, for the one flyeth 
30 the (in before it be committed, and the other bluſh- 
eth to have committed ir. There are others to be 


contempr. 


Laertins. 
Cromerss ] 


lib. 6. 


miſh, or ſome ſuſpicion concerniog the honour of 


their wife,. that thruſts them into: deſpair : as ic 


happened to Yalerins a man of eminent quality, 


who was wounded with the moſt ſenſible arrow 
that ever he received, when the Emperour Caligs- 


Seneca 


look on them. The Arch-biſhop Yi/legefius ſon of 40 /a reproached him at his Table, and in the preſence confer. 


a Carter, commanded wheels to be painted all 0- 
ver his Scutcheons of Arms, There are none but 
inferiour hearts which are offended with Gods 
counſels, who is the diſtributour of Glory. Others 
are confounded for deformities of body, as he, of 
whom Chry/ippis ſpeaketh, who was extreamely 
diſcontented that he was called Sea- Ram : and 
Shame of Cornelius who wept in full Senate for being com- 
feffing. pared to a ba/dOftritch 3 but this tenderneſs of ap- 


See, de 
conjtanus 


ſapiens. 


of many, with ſome ſecret defe&ts which be ſaid 
were 0n his wives body, which was indeed to pub. 
liſh an Adultery, and the contempt of a Lord 
one of his dearett friends, and of a man of his own 
nature, fierce enough to take revenge, as it hap» 
pened- a while after, when the inſolencies of this 
miſerable Prince bare him to a violent and a dire- 
fall death, 

- Letus conclude with a third ſort of ſhamefac't- 


prehbenſion proceeded from over=much prizing the 50 neſs, which is abſolutely bad, and blame-wortby, 


body, which is but a dunghill, even in thoſe who 
are moſt reſplendent in beauty. Weſhould pre- 
vent ſuch a ſcoff upon ſo-ſlight occaſions, and to 
Y take the word our of their mouth, as Yatizens, a 
man much miſhapen, who mocked ſo long at his 
own throat and leps, that hein concluſion lefr no» 
thing for Cicero to declaim. againſt. Others love 
not to have their age talked of, as if that, which is 
co be deſired, were a crime. Others muſt not be 


whea one bluſheth for Devotion, for Chaſtity,for 
Temperance, and other Virtues, which are not ac+ 
counted of in the ſouls of Libertines and diſſolute 
people. How many are there, who, to comply with 
ill company, attribute fins ro themſelves which 
they. never committed, and yaunt imaginary vices, 
as if there were no Hell for them, but in picture ? 
Others had rather be found in an ill place, then to 
bc ofcen ſeen at the feet of a Prieſt, or at the Com- 


ſeenin a mean habit, as if they were much greater 60 munion-Table, in a time when grear ſpirits accu- 


then Adam and Eve, who in the beginning of the 
world were cloathbed only with leaves and skins.O- 
thers are infinitely apprehenſive to ſeem poor; nor 
conſidering that by biding poverty, they reproach 
themſelves, and condemn fe/#s Chriſt, who ſpread 
it over the Crib, as on a Throne of Honour. 

Others aredejeRed with deep melancholy, to 
ſee themſelyes deſpiſed in parts of Wit, Judgment, 
Underſtanding, Capacity, Induſtry, and Dexteri- 


ſome not to obſerve Chriſtian duties. They fear 
leaſt the reputation of being devout mey draw a- 
long with ir ſome ſuſpicion of weakneſs ; they are 
troubled, that nature hath not made them impu- 
dent enough,to ſhake off the ſtings of a good Con- 
ſcience, It is a monſtrous ſhame to betray ſo good 
a Miſtrjſs as Virtue, andrto eſteem the ſervices 1g - 
nddighont which are done her. They who adulte- 
rate metals, and poiſon the ſources of lively foun= 


ty in' matters, whereof they make profeftion, and 70 tains do leſs ill,then ſuch as corruptthe pure lights 
. wherein they think to excell; namely, when this 
contempt is offered in company before men of re« 


of the apprehenſions we ovght to have out of vir- 
tue. ' But, althovgh it be many times ill co be 
ſhamefac't ; 


tis ſapien- 
" Ea 


Part 4s __ 
ſhamefac'c;, yet there is not any thing mare inco* 
peck al vet eco mabacky adi 0 ncdle 
aerech all vice into.guthority gy « 
ations into a baſe and bad an. | 
Set. 3. The excellency of | Shamefac'tueſs, and the 
: * of impudency/; | 


; \1 
ve alwayes made great account of a Curious 


pr | note of Clemens Alexanidrinss, who obſerveth, © 


as o: that at Dioſpolis a City of Eg ypt, 0n the gate of a 


je:wndr, Temple named 
$, Stromat, 


wit, of a child, ot an old man, a Hawk, a-Fiſh,and 


of a Crocodile : A child, to Ggnife Birth; an old - 


man, to denote death : a Hawk, to repreſent the 
eyeof God, a Fiſh, to be the Hierogliphick of 
Hatred ; and the Crocodile of Impudency. And 
this excellent Authour addeth, that theſe five ſia» 
rues onely meant this ſentence, O you who are born, 
and ſnall die, Know, God hateth impudency. 
Shamefac'tneſs hath been ſo recommended by all 


— The Poffunt of | Shanafactmeſs.. 


$4 


je 6f- malice, Ard 1 perceiveabatImpudency by 
hile &licrle breaks in upon: bave more. 
ofir,fomelcſs; bur all,inltantly begin ro. prattle roo | 
freely, and i muy to, rake liberty by ſligbt 
mis-becomming -a Rions. I ſee; others of at 
the age of 18 and 20, who have ſhaken off the yoke 
of parents, maſters, and kinred,tearing eway even 
in a moment the ſcarfof ſhamefac'tneſs, and ſuck- 
ing in the breath ot liberty , .as if they were lictte 


Pjloen, were ſeen five figures : To 10 wild-Aﬀes in a wilderneſs. O!, wha: dangerous 


beaſts ; oh what ſalvage creaturÞ® (faith Plato) are 7! 4 
children ill bred } Foxes and Wolves area thouſand ***"* 
times more eafie to be tamed, theo diffolute youth, 

which hath folly for guide, & Impudency for com- 

panion, O Gad! what a monſtet ſee I here ? I alſo 
diſcover young maids, and women to whom Na- _ ._ 
ture (' 83 S, Gregory Naxianzey ſaith) bad ſupere- 51%; Ne 
minently affor the y yeil- of virtuous mic. 
ſhamefac'cneſs dyed in the richeſt and moſt beau+ 


_— Antiquity, that when one would praiſe a man of 20 tiful Incamadine that may be ; yet have they defa- ©. 


_ honour by a moſt ſpecial citle;he was called a Mas 
fac'tneſs. of ſhamefac'tneſt,as we ſee in ancient ſtyles x and 
Fir and" "ontrariwiſe, to name a man impudent, were to 
qualifie him with the ticles of all vices. The Scrip- 
ture, which is admirable in repreſenting to the life 
the propriety of all things, hath not forgotten this: 
For, willing in two draughts to give the picture of 
corſwen  & bad man, in the perſon of Aztiochas ;it faith, An 
Rex nie, Smpudent, and a crafty king frall ariſe, who ſpall 


ced it. When they conceived fin,they bad got a lit- 3377 or44 
tle ſhame ; after they bad won <> "ane be. Merger 
came extreamly impudent in glances, in words, in 
converſation, in immodeſty and difſolucion, I have 

ſeen Lioneſles, and Panthers taken out of the moſt 
ſalvege wildernefles, which one (well praRiſed in 

the ordering of beaſts) with a little induſtry lead a 

long through cities and villages; but ] never found 

a bridle ſtrong enough to curb an impudent.-wo- 


& imelli= ſech to #nderſtand all manner of ſubtleties. And it is 30 man.A cohabitation with Aſpicks and vipers would 


gg” P*" a {trange thing, that, going about to ſer forth a 
San. 8.23. man _— as a mabifo res and bloud ; it is 
content to give him, for the chief of bis titles, the 
. term of Impudent in bis countenance ; leaving us 
from that, to conjecare, that he had loſt ſhame- 
fac'cneſs, the nurſe of virtues, and the Guardian of 
the Temple of SanRiity. Tothis purpoſe the learn- 
Meliſs 6» ed Adebsſſs in the huteenth diſcourſe, ſpeaks two 
#7: =7,p Excellent words. The firſt of all virtaes is Inno 
- aff cency, andthe ſecond is ſhamefac'tneſs. 
7"... He whohath once loſt ir, bath oorhiog| entire , 
pe 67+ ſince he hath likewiſe broken the ſacred inſtrument 
775.0 Of all virtues, which is Conſcience, Thence we may 
--y1;, ably underſand, that impudency (which is.no 0- 
Treiraſty, ther then a negleR of repptation , as Theephra+ 
« imps- ftus a Diſciple of Arifo;/e defineth it)is 8 | [ 
_ vil, Should I depaior it, 1 wobld give it a brow of 
po "1; Braſs :Whatis more jmpregnable a 


ainſi bluſhing? 
Mts. I would make it with the gyes of a Frog, black and 


be more ſweet and ſupportable. I ſee(moreover) it 
this Region many deceivers and impoſtours, many 
Buffons, and bunters after bountifull meals, who 
have belly-talk perpecually in their mouths and a- 
ions, ſuch as were thoſe of the Cynick Diogenes , 
which they colqur with a pretext of Nature. Laſt» 
ly,l ſee ſervants bandied againſt cheir Maſters, ſons 
rebellioas againlt cbeir fathers, people revolted as 
gaialt cheir King,whbo.crample under foor all man- 


40 ner of obedience and juſtice. I ſee hideous Monſters 


of becelies, of impiety and Athieſm; who uncontro- 

lably chrow forth blaſphemies againſt Religion. 

Bebold the effeRs and goodly government of Im- 
pudency! | 

SeR. 4. Of Reverence due to God. | 

"T;\O reform the Image of Shamefac'rneſs, let us Remedies. 
© reflet onour firſt original, and ſee how God 

would train us up to reverence byan admirableway | 
of bis divine Providence. 1s it not a thing very re- The great 


The pi- bloudy: Whar is more, inflexible to moſielty? And $9 markable that the apparitions & communicati ons eouence 


Qure of could 1 give voice tomy Table, 1 would moke the 

impode>* voice. of 2 $eentorto reſouad from its mouth, who 

was the-molſt 0 reated of men : For, whar is 

more filled with out=cries, or is more tumultuouſ- 

ly clamorous? I would give'it hands of violence 

and repine; for what is more injurious ? Wander- 

iog ery, for what is madre ſtraying # I would ſet 

by its [ide liberty, 'and-bope of impunity, which 

ang ye diſorders that fapport and foment it. Fi- 

nally, it 

he who is not aſhamed of doing ill, is capable to 

produce all manner of monſters. I wonld Egure at 

, - feet &, fr preg Forut is 8 m_— A 

rom t all, proportionably, becometh £ 

greazel: :and hs, os = which in its beginnings 

eems in childrea butalittie ſpark, doth in conclu- 

Divers fi0n _enkindle a huge fire, Beſides, I behold in the 

ſpicisfub- revion of this unhappy paſſion divers ſubjeRs, ac- 
jeg toim hu - "ar 

pudency- COrding t0 the diverſity of Age, ſex, andconditi- 


of the Di- 
of rhe Diyioity, a;hough they ſeem to be moſt im vioiry- 
portant to awaken qur faith, were art all times fo 
rarezthat God rather cboſe to permit doubts inthe 


faith of his Efſence, and formal infidelicies, then to 


ſhew and communicate bimſelf upon all occaſions 
under corporal & viltble forms, w® might cauſe ary 
diminution in the reverence due to his Majeſty ? He 
isin the world, as a king in his palace,who ſces all, 
and is not ſeen by any:He looketh on us through ſo 


have «ll vices waiting oa it, fince 60 many lattice- windows, as there are creatures, yet is 


inviſible to our corporal eies 1Verily, itwas an anti- 
ent maxim held by the Hebrews, to oblige them to 
the reverenceof thedivinity;that the majeſtyofGod 
was ſÞ porent,and awfull, thar no man might ſee it 


. without dyiopin che place;w** they inferred upon 


the paſſage of Exodus, No man ſbal ſee me,axd 1ive.txos. 38. 
Theoce Maroab,father of Samos after the admi- 

rable apparition ofthe Angel (the Lieutenanr of 5,4;e. 13. 

God)which appeared unto him,ſaid to his wite, We 


ons: 1 there ſee little children, to whom nacure 7p Gall dir,for we bavsſeen God. And Facob,according 73 


given a veil of ſhamefac'rneſs, which made 


hath 
their ſcarlet innocency appear wpon the firſt ob» 


tothe interpreration of ſome Father,after the no- 


table viſion of the ladder, ſaid, not by a motion of 
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joy, bat out of admiration, O wonder | I have" ſeen 

Clars «que God 'face tofactiand.yet I am alive. And albeit God 

perſpicu communicated: :himſelf ro his greateſt favourites 

1: "andervviliblefigures; yet never did he ſhew himſelf 

,— properly-in tus Eſſence, no not to Moſes, alchough 

A obc. r. S." Ambroſe (aith-of him, that God gave him a clear 
Hexam. c- and moſt manifeſt view of his divine preſence. 

* 'Wemuſtunderſtand it,in ſuch manner,as that this 

greac law-grver had moſt reſplendent & moſt fami- 


For God ſe 

- "one friendtalksto another : notwithſtanding we 

muſt ſay, with the greateſt doRors of the Church, 

voarit, har for all this,heſaw not theefſence of God.Such 
Dyoniſ. <..js the Opinion of Pope Enariſtas, of $S.Dyonifins,of 
Hierarch* SIrenens;of Tertallian ; and, the text of S: oh is 
cali» ' therein expreſs; 'No manhath ever ſeen God, and 
Ong" **the deciſion of S. H»gnſtive, who ſeith, That as for 
Irenzus !. thoſe who have ſeen him , this favonr was granted 
Ter 24 wonld,in ſuch figure as it pleaſed him to make thorce 
verſur Mare of 045 eſſence ftil remaining under covert. Let us alſ6 
cian. add,for a reafon;char as often as God in the old Te+ 
vide wn. NAMENT Save © his people viſible marks of his pre+ 
A ſence, he gave them with ſo-muckh terror and'af- 
2; axtem frightment, that the poor people aſtoniſh'd at his 
+eo vide- approach (0 prodigious, wete enforced to ſay, Let 
Dewn wet God ſpeak tos. We know it by the apparition 
viderwns, of the mount: Sinai,where they ſaw voices, that is 


quia Cum 


ſeccie quem fmokes,the ſound of Trumpets;atid Clarions _ 


Non - 
tur 


dow in compariſon of the increated light, and pre- 
ſenteth as: many fingers as there are rays, to write 
down the commandments of God upon the browof 
clouds; his decrees move with wings of lightnings, 8 
are heardin the roaring voice of thunders, Tt is {6 
Natural to bear! a:reverence to his Divine Majeſty; 
that there is nota creature in the world, how infen- 
ſible ſoever, which feeleth not the touches of this 


roam up & down forreſts with blond and maſſacres 
perpetually -under their paws; by naturall inſtin& 
;Fuake at the cthundering voice of God. Fiſhes in the 
bottom of ſeas,and abyſles with botror hear'it- en- 
Taged tempeſts(which ſeery ready:ro tear the wortd 
; IN pieceybecomeſilent at thecommandof the bigh- 
eſt,and draw in their wings under histhrone:waves 
IF and floods which makes a ſhew not to regard this 
| great-All, no; more thep a fingleclement, difſolve 
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0 maxime, 
from rr 
gh Nordofhormn, 
oO great'Eye, who feeſt fe, & nallis 


liar apparitions gf God above the other Prophets. x © bended knees ſhonld all our life-time remain pro- ore, tai ſp 


that brazen brow which dares to offend thee in the 5 5worr®s 
midſtof thy Templeof this univerſe, fro whencethou n=nguan 
on all ſides beholdeſt-us ! O'whar s monſters impu- £775 4 
dency,if ic perſiſt inſenſible ro ſuch conſiderations ! co:veniar 
SeR. 5. Of the reverence which the holy Humanity j;. 5. 
4 our. Lord bare to bis Eternal Fether, cunibere, 
Et us look on the other Moddl,8 conſider bow j;.5bue 


them becanſe Gott appearetl when he would,and how he 20 L 7eſus Chriſt ancapable propetly either of fearor /»22hcore. - 


days of his mortal c6verſation ſo lowly areverence genes. +? 


towards the divine Majeſty,tbat it ſerves for matter ;ecce Jecus 
ofadmiratio to all Angels,& ofexample for'all ages, bare to 


volzerit, i tO lay exhalations of flames which made a- great 30 them:as ifone prove.that the ations of underſtand. - 


create; hypotaricaly joyned to the divine nature. 
Phils, in the faith, that | 


the oemi. 
be- 
ginning of | are 
yon faith Job)yet we muſt fay,thatall the prai- 1auderen: «« 


There oeciegpigeh ing God,a reverencing God, 
and an adoring Gbd,to Srnbfreverenceainl adore 
God worthily:otherwife there were nothing fata- 
ble to his divine Majeſty,there being noproportion 
betweenthe finite & the infinit. And that w* feem- 


much-to-be-adored greatneſs. -Wilde beaſts; who 60 ed to be impoſsible is accomptiſhed in the perſon of 


ſus Chriſt; All reverencies of Aogels and men are 
diſſolved into him,as if one ſhould melt many fmal 
Bels,tO' make a great one, And verily all creatures 
beingdumbin his prefence;hemade himſelf aza hvge 
bell of the great clock ofthe word,web ſiriketh the 
water. nereyted end his heavenly Father. 
All our-reverencies, our homages, our adorations 
have neither force,dignity,nor value,if they be not 
united,and incorporated with the homape,fobmiſ= 


- their fury uponi the ſight of onefilly grain'of ſand, 70 fion, & adoration w® this glorious humanity ren- 
which impoſeth. a law on them by virtue'of Gods dereth to his Celeſtial Father;even above rhe vaules 
ordinance. The very devils,all on fire inthe flames of of the Emperial Heaven, This is the great ge 


- 
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of Connſel , of wbom we may pronounce theſe 

apoc. 8.3- words of the Apocalypſe,that h: came to preſent him- 
ſelf before the Altar having in his hand a golden [ncen- 

ſory, and much incenſe was givento him that he might 

G offer the prayers of holy Saints on this golden Altar, 
The ſecond reaſon 1s, that the reverence and ho. 

nour we do td ones juitly augmented according as 

we more clearly know his great and worchy parts , 
whereupon we may infer , that as our Saviour had 


The paſtions of Shamefatdneſs, 


E157 
hath moſt Eivinely obſerved in the Hymn ;- which Mym»-i 
Cardinal Dayian hath framed onr*of his words. ler 8 
Thefice 1 leave you to conſider with what reve. 

rence our Lord walked on the earth , as a man ſuſ- 

pended in heaven, drenched in Cod, asa ſpung 

would beina vaitſea; a man who held not of the 

earth, but by roots of compaſsion and mercy.<till he 

had his*eys lifted up towards heaven in doins mira- 

cles,\till ki; hands raiſed towards heayen in prayer, 


knowledges and incomparable lights of the Majeſty x © ſtil his heart contracted with ſadneſs for the irreve. 


of his heavenly Father, not only in reſpeR of ſcience 
increate ,. but of ſcience beatifick and infuſed ; ſo 
had he proportionably reſentments of honour ſo 
profoundly reverent, that he perpetually lived ab. 
lorpt in this reverence, as a drop of water in the 
ſea, or ahot Ironin the fornace, There was nei- 
ther vein nor artery which was not every moment 
penetrated and overflowed with the veneration he 
yielded to God bis Father. 


Men who naturally are dull and ſenſual, ſtand in 20 


need of exteriour fgns to raiſe them to the reve- 
rence of God. For which cauſe the ſages of the 
world in the falſhood of pretended religions, have 
always affeted ſome tokens of terrour to at- 
fright perjured and wicked men. So the Babyloni- 
Philoſt- 1. gy, when they ſat on matters of Juſlice,wenrt into a 
x. 16. © 1111 of the Palace, made in the form of the heavens, 
where were hanged the figures of their gods, all re- 
ſplendent in gold,and where were to be ſcen on the 


wit. Apol 
lonit. 

A notable 
cuſtom of 


the Bay's: roof certain forms of birds which they thought to 250 


nians In 
doing J«- 
ſtice. 


be ſent from an high, as Meſſengers of the Sun. $0 
Bochyris a-molt famous Judge of Egypt (ordinarily 

Theca- named as the father and protetour ot Equity) that 
—_— . he might powerfully imprint an apprehenſion of 
Jadge of God, avenger of Injuſtices ; when he fate on his 
Egypl. throne of Judicature,always had the image of a ſer- 
pent in emboſſed work, hanging over his head, as in 

a readineſs to ſting bim it he pronounced an unjuſt 
ſentence. This is partly tolerable, partly alſo praiſe- 

worthy among mortal men, but as forthe perſon. of 

* our Saviour,he had not any necd ofexteriqur ſigns, 
having always a perſpicuous vifion of the Divinity, 
Ard tell me not, this continual {ght of God, this ſo 
. expreſt familiarity , might leflen the reverence 
which ordinarily is preſerved in things lefle accuſto- 
med. "This verily bath ſome truth : if we ſpeak of 
men,rheir perpetual preſence many tim-s diminiſh 
eth the reverence of thoſe who familiarly converſe 
with them; becauſe being men,their perfections are 


finite, and imperfe&ions almolt infinite, which isthe 50 


cauſe they are exhauſted like roſes, which with their 
odour calt forth part of their ſubſtance. Jhey waſte 
like Torches which annihilate themſelves betore the 
eys of beholders, leaving moſt times nought behind 
them but Rink and ſmoke. They axgetobe looked on 
a far off, and in the dark, as painted women, and a- 
dulterate merchandize , but in God, whom '$. De- 
is calleth the Hearth and houſe of Eſſences , we 
muſt not apprehend theſe limitations, theſe defeRs, 


trvin no 
minibus CT» 


piony.. d- and theſe dilrelliſhes, ſince he, being ef his own na- 6 


ture infinite, is never leſſened, 

The moſt bleſſed foul of 7e/22s Chriſt entred into 
the conlideration of his greatneſles , asintoa moſt 
ſpacious Labyrinth all repleniſhed with lights, per- 
feRions, and virtues, which never ſatiate; but on the 
contrary give (asin aneternal Theatre) ſpectacles 
delicious, immortal, and inexplicable. For there it 
is, where all the bleſſeddraw their felicity ;, Al- 
ways greedy and ever full, always in poflefsion and 
ever defiring , their ſatiety is without loathing,and 


their hanger free from torment; ſtill they eac the / 


bread of lite, and never waſteir, As S: Angnſtine 


rences committed againſt the honour of his father. 
conrerſation,drinking,eating,ſleeping,diſſolved not 
the ſweet converſation he had with God. Sometimes 
even in company being overwhelmed with the im- 
petuovs approach. of 'this holy Majely , he brake 
forth into words of reverence, of loye, of thankſpi- 
ving, as it were, ſaying, 7 laudthee my Father, Lord Mat-a1.5, 
cf beaven and earth, that thox haſt hidden thoſe goodly 
lights from men Who make account of the wiſdome ayd 
prudence of th: world, and hsft made thim knrwy 
to the meſt ſimple and little ones ,, yea dear Father 
for ſuch hath been thy meſt holy will. 
In honour of the lowly reverence which 7/2 
Chrift bare to his heavenly Father, Letus reſolve to 
preſerve in our ſelves three ſorts of ſhamefac'dneſs. 
of piety,ofchaſtity,of diſcretion: Shamefacdneſs of 
piety; by obſerving a holy and religious modeſty in 
Churches, & all thoſe ations which do appertain to 
the ſervice and honour of God: Shametac'dneſs of 
chaſtity;by abſiaiming from all words and actions 
which render converſation too free and exorbitant, 
not without ſome prejudice to chaſtity, And there- 
fore(O Virgins )engrave in your hearts this docu- 
ment of Tert»#ian, who faith, That it i fit a Vir- 
gin ſhould bluſt even at virtue. Laſtly , let us have 
ſhamefac'dneſs of diſcretion in demeaning our 
ſelves very circumſpettly in all the duties we ought 
to yield to perſons worthy of honour and namely to 
thoſe ro whom we are tyed by ſome obligations. 
Alas !-who canendure thoſe that have loſt not 
onely the reverence of a God inviſible, but even the 
ſhame of men vitible? Shamefacdneſs is the laſt 
ſhirt of virtue which one neyer putteth off but when 
he is ready to cloth himſelf with an infinity of vices. 
It is a ſtrange thing that Adam and Eve, who bare 
(as it were) in one veſſel all the riches of mankind, 
after they had made that miſerable ſhip-wreck (the 
loſſes whereof we yet deplore)after they had loſt all 
that which a wretch might loſe,and all that which a 
happy man might delire.they yer till, in the midft of 
this great breach, preſerved ſhamefac'dneſs as the 
laſt plank of his lamentable ſhipwrack. They yer 
were aſhamed to ſee themſelves naked , and by 
this ſpeQacle of their nakedneſs , were perſwadcd 
to pevance. And thou wretched and depraved ſoul 
over head and ears ; thou feareſt neither God nor 
man , father nor mother , neighbour nor king- 
man, friend nor magiſtrate, force,mildreſs, admo- 
nition, menace,nor reputation,cither good or bad. 


* Ah Caitif! It isto' runtoa downfal with veiled 


eyes, to live in this manner: Jr is to lift up © * 
an armed hand againſt heaven. Thy conſcience 
juſtifies thee (Gayſt thou) and thou careſt not at all 

for men; what conſcience, if thou neplectelt reputa- 

tion which is the bridle wherewith God ulſcth to 
repreis all forts of vice? Thou haſt ns conſcience 

which notwithſtanding, never forſakes any man, 
enlightnins and ſtinging theives in wild caves, and 

in the-maſfacres of men, to expoſe to li 

( which could neyer endure therays of thef 


ht vices 
unwhich 


© were-confined rodarknefs and Gomorrbian night) 


to eſtablſh themin the converſation of men | to 
I 111 publiſh 


Num. 2$- 
The miſe- 
rable cod 
of an un- 
happy im- 
pucent 
mane. 


The mar 


vellous ef- 


fets of 
fre. 


What An- 


ger ifs 


publiſh them , to praRiſe them qpenly betore the 
eys of heaverrand earth, and to lay we ſhould give 
naturefree libe:ty, Ah! wicked Zimr:. Haſt chou 
not read the Hiſtory in the book of Numbers ? bait 
thou not in this picture obſerved ihe eftets and 
diſaſters of impudency ? As that obZimry, a Prince 
of Gods people , who haſtening to make love to a 
Midianite, a Coxbi, at mid-day, in ight of all the 
people of 1/7ae1; cait under foot the Laws of God, 
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culpable of the anger of God, which will fall on the 
whole Army, if thou goeſt to this ſtranger? It im- 
porteth not, I will go, Son, if thow refolveſt ts ſin, 
then ſtay till night ; make a veil of darknels further 
to cover thy wickedneſs from the eys ofthe world, 
for tear leſt thy example may ſerve for a rock of 
ſcandal to thoſe who are yet novices in virtue. Yet, 
thou perverfſly ſayeſt, 1 will go in full day light : I 
will enjoy my pleaſures; and who art thou that 


the ſhame of men, the honour of Reputation, the x0 giveſt mea Law? Go Zimri , go impudent man, 


reverence of all Poſterity : Wretch, whether goeſt 
thou , ſaid one to him? Knowſt thou not, the Law 
of God forbiddeih alliance with ſtrangers ? what 
haſt thou to do with this Afidianire ? ſhe will ru- 
ine thee. It importeth thee not to ſay , I will go, 
But -doſt thou conſider thy quality , and the rank 
thou holdeſt being a Prince of people ? Thou well 


| ſeeſt , the bad example thou wilt give to all the 


world, cannot bur be pernicious. It importeth not, 
] will go. 
ſtretch Beth their hands to thee, and ſay , Son, do 
roc our tamily this diſhonour : Bring not ſuch a 
crime into our hanfe, which will m+ke us incur the 
malediQtion of God , and will overwhelm thee firft 
of all under lome notable 6iſaiter, !t importeth not, 
I willgo, Alaſs! ſceſt rhou not poor Moſes, who 
weeps with all the people proſtrated belore the 
Tabernacle of God, that he would be pleaſed to di- 
vert ſuch a thought from thee , leſt thou become 


-_ 


thou in thy calamity ſhalt know the ſalary of thy 
ſin. You know thereſt of the Hiſtory, he goes thi- 
ther , he accofſteth the Afidiavite in ſight of all the 
world. At which time God raiſeth a young Prince, 
as courageous as a Lion, Grand-child of Aarox who 
followeth him armed with zeal and ſword, crying 
out aloud, Ah Traytour ! Ah infamons man ! He 
finds him out in the throne of Luſt , in the bed of 
Iniquity, in the heat of Crime , and with his ſword 


Behold thy parents and neareſt of kin 20 transfixeth him and the Aſidranite , making the a- 


bominable Bed and their unchaſte loves to float all 
in bloud. O bloud horribly (but juſtly) ſhed, which 
ſtill cryeth out with a voyce of bloud , and faith to 
all poſterity ! Men, Women, Children, Great, 
Little, Poor, Rich , fly from Impudency, fly from 
Impudency , as the laſt of vices : otherwiſe know, 
there is a revenging ſword , and a Judgment of 
God inevitable to all the Shameleſsneſs of Sjx- 
ner s. 


6 I . 
© Ire which isa mean between Cpirits and Bo- 


dics, do.h work very diverſly according to 

the matter and diſpoſition it meets withall ; 
In the heavens it enkindleth the ſtars with Alames the 
moſt pure 1n total Nature:ic diverſifieth clouds with 
Gold and Rubics: it maketh Bows and Coronets in 
the air : itencertainetha heat of life in the body of 
living Creatu.es,which beirg maintained in a good 
temperature,cauſc all the harmonies of health, bur, 


The twelfth Treatiſe, Of ANGER, 
The origin of Anger , its Nature, Canſes , and Diverſitte, 


contempt ſpringeth in ſome ſort from diſeſteem, or 
for that they are forgotten and negleRed by thoſe 
of whom they think they ought to be reſpeRed : In 
others, from being croſled in what they deſire moſt, 
a$1n their protethon, their ambition, and eſpeciall 

their affeions : In others, from being depreſſed in 
that wherein they imagine they excel , and princi- 
pally before ſuch, by whom they perſwade them- 
lelves they are beloved and honoured : In others, 


when it_mounteth up into a tempeftuous cloud, 10 from being derided for defets of nature as well of 


when 1t boylech in Fornaces, and creeps into Can- 
nons,which are as mouths of fire to pronounce war; 
it maketh fo ſtrange: devaſtations that it vanquiſh. 
eth the moſt valiant, beats down che moſt boytte- 
rous, mollificth the hardeſt, and cerrifieth the moſt 
darins, 

In the ſame manner we may ſay , heat, which in 
our bodies is an admirable work-Miſtriſs, multiply- 
eth irs eff,Qs according to the diverſity of the ſtuffs, 


body as of mind, and of extraQtion alſo : In others, 
trom being injuriouſly diſgraced+, and inſolently 
outraged by baſe and abject people , and ſuch as 
they have obliged. As the opinion of injury increa- 
ſerch, andas ic mceteth with a nature diſpoſed , and 
matter prepared, this ardour is inflamed : and if ir 
be accompanied with a great power, it teareth 
down ſmoking Cities, it deſolaceth Provinces , it 
ſwims in matlacres, it raiſeth ſcaffolds all ſprinkled 


ard occaſions it lights on: it conſpireth with our {pi- 20 9ver with bloud, and hung with black, whereon it 


rits,t0 lerve as an in{trument for the ſoul in its great . 


operations; it exciteth the, honourable flames of 
chaſte loyes:ir diſpoſerh conrage to generous reſo. 
lutions:it puliſheth the mind. re embrace worthy 
purpoſes : , It ſecondeth, the imagination in its ap- 
prehevſions : it wakes it ſelf the i{teward of the ve- 
getative faculties for the generation and preduction 
of men, but if ic once mcet with burnt-bloud, and 
fuming Choler , whichis as it were in the hands of 


aCteth horrible Tragedies. 
The other paffions are augmented by degrees: but 
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Damn inci. 


this ariſeth fully formed,and appears perfe& ſo ſoon ji- 19:4 f: 
as it beginnech. The opinion of contempt no ſooner 53 44 1" 


encreth in by the eys and ears, but it ftriketh the i- 
magioation: which promptly communnicateth its in. 
fluence to the iraſcible appetite, and-then, as if fire 
were given to a Cannon , it becomes Thunder and 


'Tempeſt, which disfigureth the braveſt bodies, tur- 


the imagination., when iis touched with ſome dif- 30 moilerh the bloud and ſpirits , and bendeth all the 


pleaſure , it infinuateth it ſelf thereinto , as into a 
cloud ſwoln with ſtorms and tempeſts, which chrows 
forch fres, roareth with rthunders,ſhooteth with(in- 
flamed darts, and practilerh ng but ruine. 

+ This is i,xye call anger, which is properly atvar- 
dent appetite. of revenge cauſed by anapprehenſi- 
onof conterzpt, and injuries. Now this'opinion of 


veins to vengeance. You would ſay ,the heart is not 
at that time any other then YValcax's Forge, where 
the thoughts, like ſo many Cye/ops, labour ts make 
Hail-ſhowrs, Lightnings, and Tempeſts. It is not 
known in this Country what” kind of language 
Reaſon ſpeaketh : It is no berter heard then words 
among the Catadypes of Nilms ;, ftrength hath a 
hand 


How An- 


ger is for- 
med. 


. fouls. 
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hand lifted up to employ the ſword, and a thouſand 
inſtruments of iniquity, ro commit outrages, This 
paſsion reſemblech the furious Afartichira, re- 
nowned among Indian wild-beaſts, who teareth his 


members aſander to make of them the arrows of 


his vengeance, It ha:h nothing ſo reſolved on, as 
to deſtroy all, and co raiſe unto it ſelf a Tombe in 
its own ruines. Yet, we cannot but ſay, that there 
are three very different ſorrs of Anger, according 
to the. offences and perſons who either raiſe ir, 
luffer it, -In ſome it 1s cold in apparance, and more 
inward , but theſe oftentimes !1ave the aſpet of 


Divers 
qualities 
oi anger. 


Virgins, who in conclaſton throw forth che fire of * 


Dragons; In others it is fervent and headlong: In 
others haughry and ſcornfull : In others dumb and 
malitious ; In ochers obſtreperous and ttormy -: In 
ſome ir is frequent and ſudden;in others ftickingand 
obſtinate. There are ſome who being offended for 
frivolous things, ceaſe not to perſevere therein for 


Tye paſcions of Anger, 


Ot9 
an eye of an owl,a countenance moody, gate ſlow, 
ſpeech wrangling, and moſt often an enraged fi- 
lence, Q difconcented, and diſmall Region ! | had 
rather ſee the Comet which appeared not long 
ſince, then to behold a man ſo compoſed, who per. 
petually hath vultures in his entrails, executioners 
by his tides, and who moreover hath a petty hell 
within hunſelf, It is of this anger, the wiſe man 
faith, that A fone was vcry heavy ,and ſand weighty: PRs. 


Or 10 but choler incomparably more. 1 had rather rol} $i- Grave «7 


[yphius his Rone, eat ſand and coles, then hatch in /+*«» & ©. 
my heart ſuch anger. Have you ever obſerved the png 
unlucky Free, whereof T h:ophylatt ſpeaketh upon #:1+4%« 
the Prophet Naham,which we in our Language call ©” 
the Yew Tree. Itis a Tree of death, which with its pery of 
ſhadow alone, killeth the herbs and plants about it y*v T*ce. 
This _— Interpreter addeth, that it our of a NR 
ſiggular malignity devoureth them, And Dieſco- 

rides noteth, that beirip once ſet on fire, it will ma» 


fear ſome may think they began withour reaſon,in 20 ny months keep a melancholy fire, hidden under 


which the lefs the cauſe is,the more paſſionate they 
become : Orhers blame their greateſt friends for 
having done them lefs good then they expected. In 
ſome,Anger is bur yer in bloom, in others,it caketh 
sreat and deep root, Some fatishe themſelves with 
clamout and injuries , others therein employ the 
hand, others wood and Iron , others would have 
lightning intheir power for ſome time, of purpoſe 
to profecnte their revenge with all advantage. Laſt- 


Vir zwacks- 
dus effodit 


eccald. 


_ ly, this paftion thruſts forth all that is hidden 1n the , , ſpace of ſo many months, ſo many good friends, ſo 


heart : Which made Caſſia, according to the Sep- 
tuaginr, 10 write, that it diſenrombed fins which 
were before ( as it were) interred, 


ſpiritu 4. 
CI. 


d. 2. Three principall Kinds of Anger, 


E notwithſtanding can ſay with S. Zobu Da- 


Three re- . : 
gions of maſcen, that DAN RIG up a_ coun in 
Anger. " \ 1 1 1 r u1cer y 
==. AM three p:incipall regions, wiere it pro ver) 
l, 2. orth. WP 

1 ſharp choler, the ſecond of bitter choler, and the 
Weak ”” third of fury. In the firſt region are all thoſe who 
narily have flight hears of the liver , who are angry vp- 


ckolerick. gn every light occaſion, and almoſt every moment, 

In this are to be found many women, many chil- 

dren, and lovers, and beſides, Hungry, Thirſty, 

needy, ſickly and nice ones, fantaſticks and extra- 

yagants, as that Sm-yndrides, who, ſeeing a peaſant 

taking pains before him, ſaid, his body was quite 

broken therewith. There needs almoſt nothirg ro 

make choler flye upinto their faces, ſo much they 

are thereunto diſpoſed. The flighreſt things par 

them our of the limits of reaſon, and it no man 

contradict them, they frame quarrels to rhemſclves 

with woods and ſtones, and with other things inani- 

mate which ſerve their uſe ,, and in the end, fall out 

with themſclves,andskirmiſh againli their own ſha- 

dow. The great Ce/arins,a Greek Authour, faith 

that Mil-ſtones,having nor corn to grind, ſtrike fire: 

ſo we oft-times ſee in Houſholds andCommunities 

when there is no employment, no gain ror proft , 

the fire of Anger interpoſerh between man and 

wife, berween brothers and friends ; yea, among 

religious, who are not througly well applyed to the 
functions of their profeſſion, 


Caſarins in 


d:alog, 


jr ner lng The ſecond Region, is that of inveterate choler, 
Ser  Whercin malicious ſouls are engaged, who do no- 


wherein thing elſe but gnaw their own heart, and envy the 
reſt mali- © es ” . OT] ” _—_ p 

ret many felicity of another, cloſcly,undermining ir as much 
covert | ; . | 
behold them all ranked in order, which is nothing 


bur diſorder, with a viſage ghaſtly and disfigured, 


different effects. 1 he firſt is called the region of 40 ſhall yer find fire. The earth which ſhall cover him, t 


50 Hatrea. 
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the aſhes, nor, almoſt, to be quenched, Behold the 
picture of one who is tainted with the curſed choler 
of the ſecond region , you ſee him anxious, and bur- 
thenſome ro himſelf, dull like an old yew, an old 
Tree in a Church-yard He is impotent,in effe&,for 
revenge ; but hath a furious appetite r&wards it, 
which he difſcmbleth under the meagefneſs of the 
Countenance of a dead man, and under the coldnefs 
of a maligne paſſion. The fire is, as under aſhes, the 


many. goed adviſes, ſo many convincing reaſons 

quench ſome little ſpark of it; yet there till remain- 

cth ſome of it behind. So many powerfull Sermons, 

ſo many confeſſions, ſo many communions cry our, 

Fire, Fire, poure on water, Miſerable creature ! thy 

houſe ſmoketh. It will burn thee when. thou art a- 

ſleep ; but he hath no ears. And when this ſerpen- 

tine ſou] ſhall be ſnatched away by a ſudden death, 

if you ſearch into the aſhes of its body, there you 

6 031% eps 

ſhall be like burning pitch , It ſhall barn night and bony 

day,and make black and thick ſmokes ariſe Which ſhal ion nude, 

eternally ifſne ont of it. Preſerve your ſelf trom this © 4*- 

ſecond region, and obſerve the words of 5. Augu-  . 

ſtize ; Chiler; Which proceedeth from ſeme innecent picrnun aſe 

promptitude,is as a ſtick; but this is abeam. A ftith _— 

is the beginning of a beam. For the beam at firſt ts but 19a. 34. 

a ſtick , if you water it, it becometh a beam : and if *4in* 

you cheriſh choler by evil ſuſpicions, you tars it into (|, 114te 
; vero odinm, 


The third region of choler, is fury, in which all Feſtnce wie 


tan iralis 


ſuch are, as play the part of mad Orlando, and be- otnam tra 
come as red as the Comb of a Cock, ard preſently ©© 94 
as pale as the dead, who have eyes bloudy |:ke frogs . Ke: feſtun 
ſparkling like Gorgons, relling as thoſe of Cay ; © 
who roar like Lions, who foam like Boars, who £0 
hiſs like Serpents, who poyſon all they ſee, like Ba- «4 rratem , 
filisks, who caft forth fire,like Afedea*s Bulls . who —_ faſpic 
rear one another like Canniballs, who ſup with cons, F 
lights and lamps of bloud like Cyclops ; who walk whining os 
in the night to ſtrike and commit outrages like Fu- penn "or" 
rics , who are perpetually in diſturbance like De- 4 vers 
vils ; who do nothing bur vomit forth blaſphemies, 7" 
who ſwear by heaps; who breath nothing but The region 
wounds, but plague ſores and revenses ,. who have wheien 
no more of manin them, bur ſo much as may, ſerve ious, 

for food ro eternall tire, unleſs they betake them 

to repentance. There are of them fo ardent that 


they reſemble choſe dogs of hot Countries, whereof 


as they can, both by word and deed. There you 9 Xexephon ſpeaketh, which {trike their teeth ſo eager- 


ly into theskinof a boar, that, rogerher with the 
gaſh, they make fire co fly our, 
I111 2 


Behold 
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Behold a horrible ſphere of Monſters and Tem- 

peſts, bloody Comets, Horſes, and Arms of fire. 

GereC. 49, It 18 rhey,ot whom the'Scripture ſpeaketh ,, Simeon 
Simon & aud Levs ( you veſſels of war, inſtruments of iniquity, 

I Trumpets of fury and blood) never ſoall my fpirit 
bellania, have to de with you , never will I defile the glory of a 

&* lin Peaceful ſont by the contagion of your company. Curſed 

furor eorum be your fury, fr it # head-ſtrong ;, curſed your anger 
quia pert: ad revenge, for it is wicked, and inſatiable. 

nM = Two things principally are deplorable, 

9ais 2ura. third Region : the firlt is, That anger is exerciſed, 

with out-rages and violence upon the renown, e- 

ſtate, body, and ſoul of a Neighbour , who crieth 

for vengeance before God ; and above all, itis 

much to be feared, when great paſſion is linked to 

great power, where Fortune permitteth all which 

vengeance deſireth. For fire, water, and greatneſs 

never over- flow without bearing down the Com- 
mon-ſhore. Sceondly, It ſo bewitcheth ſome inta- 
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ed by ſenſible figures, hike unto men, For to ſpeak 39%t0 


Part 4. 
truly, God hath noanger, nor can any wiſe haye = Path 
it, being incapable cither of the form or matter of =o anger, 
it, The form is an appetite of revenge, and the 
matter, a boyling of bloud : as appeareth by thar 
we have ſaid before, Now, we underſtand, that in 
God there is neither bloud nor appetite, -I hein 
all times hath produced Examples -of Juſtice ( as 
ke did in the Deluge, in the burning of Sodom and 


in this 10 Gomorrha, in the Plagues of Expt, in the defeat of 


Sennacherib.) It was with the ſame tranquilli 
which he had when he made Paradiſe, and the blet 
ſed by his aſpetts. God puniſheth not the wicked 
out of anger , but the wicked puniſh themſelves by 
the remorſe oftheir own conſciences : and if the 
Divine Juſtice put a hand thereto, the World mar. 
cheth in battel.array againſt them, and is all on fire 
under the feet of its Judge, the Judge being there- 
by nothing at all inflamed. The puniſhments 


tuated Spirits of theſe times, that they make Tro- 20 which fall from Heaven, come not from a bead- 


Paulus O- pheys of the greateſt reproaches which are in Na- 
rofus 2+ ture ; andto make their torments everlaſting, they 
Paganc. Qdeifie their Crimes, That is it which the excellent 
- "OBA Authour Parlus Orofins ſaid , Fury, asit ordinari- 
kits farer, ly walketh without reaſon, will make its dolour to 
delorem vir- paſs for wrtue, and boldneſs promiſerh to accom- 
win pus pliſh all whacſoever anger ſuggeſteth ir, 


K4111490 
meduatur, 
wa, lantum 
promin bf 4 


audacis. 


$. 3. The Contemplation of the ſerenity of the Di- 
v.ne Shirit u the Miſtriſs of Aeekneſs. 


ThepiQture Et us, to this diſorder, oppoſe the ſerenity of 
of the God, which we may contemplate when we are 
Tranquilli- 


ty of God, far removed from the ſurprizals of this paſsion. It 
this place would permit me to delineate the Picture 
of the Tranquillity of God, as the ſublime Tertal- 
lian bath done, that of Patience, I would give it a 
viſage wholly angelical. What is more Divine and 
Ccleſiial, then tlus virtue ? I would fer itin a for. 
tunate iſland (all tapiſired with verdure, and ena» 


30 Earth of his own motion ſent the innocent Thug- 


long precipitation, ſince they are reſolved on from 
all Ecernity, | 

It wasa judicious invention of the ancient Sages, gener. n«- 
to tell us, there were three ſorts of Thunder. bolts 7.42.41 
in Heaven , and that the firſt was only to advertiſe, 7p" 
without doing hurt : the ſecond did good, but not der- bolts, 
withont cauſing burt : the third ruined, and defaced if 
all i'met, And thereupon, to ſhew us the mild- fs, how 


neſs of God, they ſaid, the Monarch of Heaven and a = 
ceecgertn 1n 
: the cha- 
derbolrcs ; bur if there were cauſe to throw that fiiſement 


which doth bur little hurt : (alchough it were to © 2% 
derive profit from it) he called twelye Gods to 
counſel : but when thoſe great Artilleries of Hea- 
ven were to be ſhot off, which aimed at the ruine 
of the moſt-guilty , . it was never done without a 
general counſel of all the gods. We ſay more then 
all this, for we affirm that God ſtayeth nor a cer- 
tain time to reſolve on the puniſhment of men, but 


melled with flowers ) where the Sun ſhould ſmile 40 hath decided it from all eternity, and hath ordained 


out of all his Manſions. Tor, what is more delici- 
ous ? | would place it ona Rock, ſuch as was that 
of Egypt, which was never touched by profane feet. 
What 1s more ſtable, and more religious? Thereon 
I would raiſe a Temple to it, ſuch as was that of A- 
donts, 1n Greece, wherein Lions were tratable. What 
is more lovely ? I would give it a Scepter of D1a- 
mond : what is more ſolid, or powerful over the 
paſcions of man's heart ? ] would ſer upon the head 


thereof a Crown of Stars. What is more ſublime ? 5 21d leave norhing Humane ? 


what more majeſtical ? At its feer I would hang 
Harps and Lutes ; for it is the Viſtriſs of holy Har- 
monies. About it ſhould be little Nightingales, 
Halcyons, and holy Fiſhes, which cauſe a calm eve- 
ry where : what1s more peaceful ? A good diſtance 
from it, ſhould be Sea-dogs, ftorms, and waves 
which ſhould roar, without troubling its repoſe; 
ſinceit is immovable, It ſhould have eys lifted up 
to Heaven, and ſhould live by influences flowing to 


Hell for Crimes , with the ſame Countenance he 
decreed Heaven tor the bleſſed, All is peaceful, 
and always peaceful in God , from whence jit com- 
eth, that men moſt like unto him,as are good Kings, 
have borrowed the Title of Serenity. Can it then 
well become a Chriitian, who makes profeſſion to 
render himſclf like unto his Heavenly Father , to 
ſuffer himſelfro be tranſported with the furies of 


anger, which .in manextinguiſh all thatis Divine, 7* know 


» whether 


our Lord 
; : ] was ſub- 
0 4. That the Exampleof onr Saviour teacheth jet to an- 
j , gere 
| ns the moderation of Anger. | ——_ 


O Ne might perhaps objeR for excuſe, that ou! _ 14. 


JLord who ought to be the example of all our 4 <viar 
actions, was angry,when he with a Whip drave Buy- pdpy ab 
ers and Sellers out ofthe Temple. I to this anſwer i 9 « , 
with a doctrine of S. Anguftine, very remarkable, *7% 


which teacheth ns, that as our Lord took a true bo- pur, & ve 


it from the union it hath with God : as it is ſaid , ©2 dy, when he was born of the moſt bleſſed Virgin : yt 


the Bird of Pargdiſe livech on the thinneſt vapours 
of the air. | 


But let us ina word tell you, that Tranquillity is 
the Eſſence of God himſelf, and that all which is 
peacctul draweth neer towards God. I am not ig- 


norant of what the Scripture ſpeakethin many pla- 


Qais novis CES of God's anger and among others, David in his 
poreftarem Pſalms with a certain admiration ; zho is it knoweth 
= rnd, force of thy anger? and can weigh thy indignation in 
40 ram 


an dirs. dertood by an Anthropoparhia, as Theologians do 
explicate it ; which is done when God is repreſct. 


merare ? 
Piales 9. 


animns, fal» 


ſo he bath ſhewed himſelf ro havereal paſsions de- ju crar bu- 
ſcending for us into the ſhadow of our infirmities, 0 *- 
to make us aſcend into the light of his glory. Not- ;,,7:., 


; i ; moy afſettus 
withſtanding, we muſt not think he would undergo «# vommni ? 
all ſorts of paſsons,eſpecially ſuch as carry in them {52 ** 
any uncomely mil. Jabeming but thoſe he took up- teſcemrow 
on him which were moſt decent;and incident to man, {/*» 4: 
If love (faith the Oracle of DoRours) be a humane oa 


paſsion , 7eſvs hath takenit, ſhewing many times 1# c- 


the terronr of thy countenance ? But this muſt be un- 9g tendernes of affetions towards pertons of merit : as COS 


mts di- 


it is faid, thae ſeeing a young man, who had ſtritly /exir wn : 


= : : an timor ? 
kept the commandments of God, from his moſt inno- 795m, 
CENT nua paſiie- 


p 


- 


- 


Part 4 


mis conflun- 
tus raepit 


The Paſſions of Anger. 


cent years, he loved him, and had ſome _ {tion 


be angry , out of the Imagination of glory which 


1 =p of him, for that he entred not direRly into the way dryeth up the root of this paſzion. Verily, there is 
{4dere. An of the Goſpel being withheld by the love of his no better a remedy to appeaſe ſuch as are chole- 
pag riches. If fear be accounted among the motions of rick, then to flatter them with honour , and ſube 
my ft natnre, had. not he fear and anxiety when he was miſSion : which likewiſe was to be ſeen in that 
rw; 4 in- tear unto his paſſion ? If you look for joy, doth whith happened in the perſon of Carlomaen., He was Crenicnn 
uu 5,9. not be ſay, Lazarm is dead, but I rejoyce for your a vertuous relig.ous man , brother of Kirg Pepin , 
ter vs fake? becauſe by this means the Apoſtles faith muſt who bad buried himſelf in humility , that be mighe 
quis non 6 be confirmed, Laſtly , if ſadneſs be the Inheri- courageouſly renounce all the greatneſs, where- 
!-ifiriay tance of our condition , hath he not ſaid , my ſoul 10unto he by birth was called. It fell out, that beir 
fed & wiſts jg heavy to the death ? Bur there are other patfions in a Monaſtery of Jtaly, not diſcovering himſelf, he 
dey which he would never admit, as ſenſual love , ha- begged he might ſerve in the Kitchin , which was 
ad mores tred of a neighbour, envy and anger. granted him : But the Cholerick Cook, feeing bim 
An excel- As for that which:concerneth this laſt paſsion , it to do ſomewhat contrary to his liking { not conten. 
ent obſer- js certain that our Lord was more meek and gentle ted to uſe him harſhly in words) with much indi- 
on the 2" then all men; from whence it came that he would gnity ſtrake him, But there being not any thing 
ming our be called the Lamb of God, by a ſolemn title , and which more vexecth a generous ſpirit , then to ſee 


Sayiour a 
Lamb, 


Rigordas, 


that he in the Primitive Church was reprefented 
under the ſame figure, as it appeareth in the Chriſt- 


him ill treated whom he moſt loyeth ; Carloman's 
companion who was preſent, not remembring him. 


ning Font ofConſtantine,where the ſtatue ofa Lamb 20 ſelf to be a religious man, entreth into a violent an- 


of maſsie gold poured out the water of Baptiſme. 
Never in his greateſt ſufferings hath he ſhewed one 
leaſt ſpark of anger, or impatience; but was al. 
wayscalm and peaceful, even ſhewing an incompa- 
rable ſweetneſs to a naughty ſervant, who had cru. 
elly wronged him at the time of his paſsion. And as 
for that he did, in the matter of buyers and ſellers , 
that ought not to be called anger, but a fervent and 
vigorous zeal which cauſed him to punifh irreveren- 
ces committed againſt his eternal Father. 

Good God! Had we p_—_y before our 
eyes this mirrour of meekneſs ; we need not ſeek 
for any other remedies. His aſpe&t would remedy 
all our anger, as the brazen ſerpent cured the 
plagnes of 7/rae/. This facred fiſh would cauſe a 
calm whereſoever it reſted, and the preſence of his 
aſpe& would bamſh tempeſts : bur lince paſsion ſo 
cloudeth our reaſon, let us apply remedies more 
obvious againſt the motions of anger, 


$. 5. Politick, Remedies to appeaſe ſuch as are 
angry. 


' A Nsger being a jealous paſsion ever grounded 

upon the opinion of contempt , ought to be 
bandled with much induſtry, and dexterity. There 
are ſome who very ſoon are cured by joy , by the 
meeting of light-hearted people, and by ſome plea- 
ſing and unexpeRted accident. This notably appear- 


ger, and ſuddenly taketh a peſtle, and throws it at 
the, Cooks head , to revenge the good father who 
bare this affront with incredible generoſity, 

But ſo ſoon as this his companion had declared 
his extraRion, ard related all which had happened;, 
the whol Convent fell at his feet who was affronted, 
and begged pardon of him. Where were to be ſeen 
ſundry forts of paftions ; Some of indignation , 
others of compaſſion, the reſt, of Reverence.. But 


30 Charlowas thought it a thing intollerable , to ſee 


himſelf honoured in' ſuch a manner, whilſt his Com- 
panion laughed nr ang the Cook beaten,and the 
ſubmiſcions yielded to this Prince, 

There are others, who ſeeing their friends much 
incenſed, ſcign to take their part, and ſeem an 
with them , laying , this wicked fellow muſt at lei. 
ſure be chaſtiſed , ro render his puniſhment the 
more exemplary. Mean while, they give time, and 
expect the return of reaſon, and then they per- 


o lwade the contrary. Many alſo have in apparence 


pretended fear , to flatter the anger of great ones, 
who take pleaſure to render themſelves awful in 
this paſsion , asdid Agrippa towards the Empergur 
Caligula. 


d. 6, Aeoral Remedies againſt the ſame 


Paſſion. 


Will deſcend into more particulars againſt the 


ed ar the Coronationof Philip Anguſt ts , where i three kinds of choler,which we infinuated; As for : 
there was a prodigious confluence of many people, the firſt , which conſiſteth in that haſtineſs and heat 1,975 Par” 


, R ho : / SO ticular iC- 
who out of curioſity excefs.vely flocking thirher, ofliver, that breaks forth in:motions ſomewhat in. medics a- 
much hindred the Ceremony, A certain Captain 


ordinate , Firſt, I ſay, Godis offended to ſee per. 5*"* the 
troubled to ſee this diſorder, was delirous to reme- 


X thiee lonts 
ſons who make profeſsion of a life more pure , and of anger. 


dy it, ceaſing not to cry out and thunder with a 
loud voice to them to be quiet , but the earneſtreſs 
of thoſe that thronged, had no ears for Thunders : 
which made him, being much incenſed with anger, 
to throw a cudgel he had in his hand at the heads of 


whoſe ſoul verily is not bad , to be perpetua)ly up- 
on the extravagances of paſsions, unworthy of 
well compoſed ſpirit. Beſides , it. cauſetha notable 
detriment to our repoſe, For, by being often an- 
gry , our gall increaferh (as Philoſophers cbſerve) 


ſuch as were the moſt unruly , aud this cudgel be- 6 and the increaſe of gall maketh us the more anxi- 


ing not well dire&ted , lighred upon three lamps of 
Chriſtal hanging right over the King and Queens 
heads, which breaking, the oil abundantly poured 
down upon them. All there preſent were troubled 
at an a& ſo temerarious , but the pleaſure of the 
ſight put off their anger. The King with the Queen 
his wife inſtead of being offended, laughed hearrily, 
ſecing themſelves ſo throughly beſmeared : anda 
DoRour thereupon inferring , that it was a good 


ous, weyward, and irkſome to our ſelves, 

- The only means to amerd and correct your ſelf is, 
to repreſent the hurt this paſsion bringeth, by depri. 
ving you of wiſdom, of juſtice,civility concord, vir. 
tue, and of the ſplendor of the ſpirit of God, The 
way to leſſen the opinion you have of being deſpi- 
ſed, is,nort lightly to believe tale-rellers, and to find 
reaſons to excuſe him who hath erred, not to be cu. 
rious to know that w*> may diſpleaſe you, to forti- 


preſige, and that ir ſignified abundance of unction, -9 fre your ſelfinthat ſide you find to be moſt feeble in 


both of honour and proſperities which ſhould over- 
flow in their ſacred perſons , they had no power to 


you, avoiding objeRts w*? moſt ordinarily provoke 
you ; to lire with peaceable people, to ſhun cares, 
ILL 3 and 
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and troubleſome affairs, to afford your ſelf con- 
venient ſolaces ; to extirpate petty Curioſities and 
ſalſe opinions which you have of your inſufficiency 
in ſuch ſort that you imagine within your ſelf 
that you ought to be uſed with great re- 
ſpe&, and that you ſhould not ſuffer any diſgrace 
either by word or deed, but that men and elements 
muſt contribute to your likings. Behold from whence 
your feayer proceedeth, and how you may band- 
ſomely remedy it. O ſoul, infinitely nice ! it 
ſeemes you were bredin a box,in perfumed Cotton 
and that you muſt endure nothing. Broth over- 
much ſalted, a garment too ſtraight, a muſtech'o ill 
cned up, the creakirg of a door, the wind of a 
window, the leaſt indiſcretion of a ſervant , puts 
70u out of your ſelf, What do you take your 

elf ro be ? You believe thoſe flatterers who fay , 

Do you ſuffer this ? you meaſure niet your {elf by 
your quality. And yet Kings and and 
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ueens , 
the Monarchs of the earth have _ and daily 29 what have we more ſweet , 


do endure many {Lght oppoſitions with great tran- 

quillity ; and you, filly worm of the earth, turn 

againſt God, when he permitteth any thing to hap. 

pen contrary to your liking, Frame unto your 

telf a life ſimple, and free trom affetations ; take 

Seneca de away your wantonneſs , your pleaſures, and petty 
ira peeviſhneſs, Choller is engendered by overmnch cur 
_ _— riofities of ſpirit : ſtifle them, and you immeaiately ex- 
141%, & tingniſhit. Know that to quarrel with an equal is 
jy, 7: hazardous, with an inferiour , is contempruous , 
for and with a ſuperiour, it is fooliſh, Set before you 
Sexes de the Maxime of Pirrhus , that great Maſter of fence 
prey rents who ſaid this paſſion was a Trouble-Trade ; and 
thar whilſt you continue the fame humour you ſhall 

be uvable for all good employments, Do as the 
brave Fhitoſopher Agrippines , of whom Fpifte- 
tus makes mention, who perceiving that when any 
misfortune befel him, he thereby became haſty and 
colerick Whart is this? (ſaith he) 7 play the 
flave, where 1 ſhould play the Monarch. O misfor- 
runes | TI will deceive you, Thereupon he wrote the 
praiſes of every evil which misht happen againſt his 
will. If a calumny , the praiſe ot the profit, ca- 
lumny brought. If an Exile , the praiſe of exile. 
If a quartane Ague; the praiſe of the Quartane 
ague. And by this means he came to ſuch a heighth 
ot Tranquilliry, that, fo ſoon as a freſh mischict aſ- 
failed him, he met it witha ſmiling countenance,and 
ſaid,God be praiſed, behold the way of my exerciſe. 
And you who area child of light, ” fed with the 
body and bloud of your maſter ! tor Heaven, ard 
the company of Angels , you cannot ſay ( when 
ſome little inconvenience befalleth you) praiſed be 
?eſus : Behold here how the good purpoſe I have 
made of patience, is exerciſed, And then if you 
fecl any rebellion, Take heed you ſhew it not either 
by words or 5” figns; but get you and lodge 
at the gn of ence, where the bayen of Tran- 
quillity is. Doas thoſe that are ill of the falling- 
>...4.7,; {ickneſs, who retire at the approach of their fits thar 
P:ins they may not let any things uncomely appear. Say, 
Deus met Bleſſed be or LoraGod who teacheth my hands to fight 
"om meas 4nd frameah my fingers te war, The Hebrew hath ir, 
ad prelinn, Bleſſed be our Lord,who is my reck.To ſhew you, that 


> &171:9s 


bat arte 

ACrippins 
E; i etus A- 
24 Stobe- 


KK, 


& 414. GOdif you endeavour to vanquiſh-your paſſions, - 


wilt place you upon the holy rock of Tranquillity, 
ral 4, {rom whence he in hisimmurability beholdeth the 
D»zims motion of all Ages. Take a goodifriend ,a faithful 


rupe; mea* COMpanion, who may divert your paſſion jn its firſt 
$rabilt5que 


mavwens dat 


cunta m- harp to drive away this devil of mad Saul, and take 
vr you fromthe occaſions of hurt, 


lun. 
Plal I43, 


SS D-R-I: Part f 
The ſecond remedy for ſuch as long chew on their The(e- 


: ; , condre- 
choler and entertain averſions irreconcileable, is , meay, 


that It were good to ponder and conſider the words Cogirems: 
of Caſſian, Let ns perſwade our ſelves rbat whilſt 7 7.8 
we are angry, It 15 nit permitted m3 to pray into God orave, nec 


and to preſent him our prayers. Let wu take each da | any 


to þe our laſt ; andlet ns nit think that for being chaſt 14 Deun; 
and continent, for having forſaken the pleaſures of Te oe- 


#4z nos 


the world ayd deſpiſed riches, for macerating onr ; ,,y,, 


ro bedies with faftings , watchings, and labours , much migranre,, 


is due tows ;, if at the endef the reckoning it be found (jan 


bis comtmen« 
we carry hatred and anger in our bearts, That aloxe tis caflite. 
is (afficient to condemn us to eternal puniſhments, ma «b 
by the ſentence of him, who ſhall guage the Whole world. ne facuira... 
Take not this as my ſaying, but take ir as ns 
oracle which that'great man hath colleRted from,,,.,,:," 
many holy men ot his age. When you keep in wil jejuni. 
your heart ſome hatred againſt your neighbour , "2s 
you do a notable wrong to your ſoul, For firſt, i: cofe., 
more merciful then al- 77%” 
tars 2 There we ſhould ſeek for mercy, if God |.., pl waa 
had baniſhed it from all the parts of the world , 4«»/\an 
and yet whilt you defer recoficiliation with your Cone 
enemy, you deprive your ſelf of the right of alcars: j« dc /up- 
and if you ftill have ſome ſpark of Chriftiani-!9's ts 
ty, as often as you approach to. them you hear the 2:14, 
voice of the ſon of God, who ſpeaketh ro you in £4/4»4. 


the bettome of your heart, and faith theſe words g,uiis xe. 
of the Goſpel, Go firſt of all, and reconcile your nuns 


30 ſelf to your brother, and then you ſhall come to offer V ade prixs, 


reconciliare 


yoar ſacrifice of the altar. By deſpiſing theſe words/ram mw, 
of our Saviour, and going 'on, you commit a©'*"* **: 
new ſacriledge; by recoyling back , and avoiding rata. gut 
the altar and ſacrifice , you fly from pardon,and Matibs.24. 
life. And then in what a tate are you ? what ne- 

ceſſity is there that for ſparing a good word, you 

muſt perpetually live either a facrilegious, or an 
excommunicate perſon ? 


Laſtly , you muſt think you are not immortal: ,,_.. . 


4© the very moment which is now in your hands you :emexy. 


muſt divide it with death : even the ſun ( which 
you to day have ſeen to riſe out of his couch) be- 
tore his ſetting, may ſee you in your Tomb, More- 
over,know that ſhould you all your life time .have 
preſerved an inviolable virginity; ſhould you have 
built a thouſand hoſpitals, -and ſpent your whole 
eſlate in entertaining of the poor ; ſhould you have 
lived in Hair-cloth,amorg thorns, and in great ab- 
{tinencies ,if you into the other world carry a dram 


50 Of reſolved and determinate hatred of a neighbour, 


with unwillingneſs to hear any words of reconcilia- 
tion, all, which may te in you of virrne or merit, 
will nothing avail you ; your lot ſhall be wich re- 
probate ſouls and devils. O God ! what a ſentence 
what a Decree, what a puniſhment is this ; and who 
would now purpoſely cheriſh hacred againſt his 
neighbour, unleſs he had loſt all Reaſon , all ſenſe , 
and diſcretion. Let us conelude with the third re- 
medy, againſt the furious and bloudy, who are not 


Eq content to fume; bur like unto #1x4,do throw forth 


their all inflamed bowels: nor are ever fatiated bur 
with outrages & humane bloud. This is it w*>*makes 
us to behold the goodly duels which have in alkimes 
been the profeſſion of ſervile fouls, of fools, or mad. 
men. - There we ſee men , bewitched with a. cur- 
ſed and damnable opinion, ſeeking upon the leaſt 
in jury to require reparations ſealed with humane 
bloud , to engage ſeconds to make them compli- 
ces of their crime , and companions of their miſe- 


fir , who may admoniſh you, and play on David's 70 1y;to ſend challenges many times by pages apparel- 


led like women, then to cut one anothers throat with 
horrible fury,to drag a long chain of allies to make 
a 


' pjir. arend 


Part F. 
a pitch'> battel of a fins'e combat; and mothers and 


wives in the mean time to eremble in expectation 


of the iſſue of this burchery. Some flight fel- 
low, who hath a ſoul miſerably ſhallow and baſe, 
, tO cover his coward.ce ard acquire reputation , 
will waſh his impurity in humane bloud. Ir is 
not courage which puts him forward ; he who 
would behold him alittle in the buſineſs, ſhould 
ſee him ready to ſwoon, to wax pale, ard 
tremble. If he would follow his own nature, 
he would fly a bundred leagues off and never 
look behind him : but for a little vanity, that 
Hackſters may praiſe him and ſay he hath fought 
a duel, he tormenteth his mind , and eſpecially 
when he is among pots and glafſes heſhews him- 
ſelf valiant. Ah ( Redewent ) Is this your butt- 
neſs?you cannot ſpeak, but you muſt menace to {laſh 
a man. Bloudy beaſt ! where have you learnt this, 
but-in the ſchool of Furies and devils? and do 
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62h. 


contenting it ſelf onely to leave froath and broken 
ſhells. The dire- 


Behold, if you have eyes, the goodly gain which ful exam- 
Hama made of his anger, & bow, ſeeking to reme. 2\*** #«: 
dy an affront,he transtixed himſelf with eternal mj- caink the 
ſery. Mardochems, whom he accounted a be ggar, enraged. 
had not ſaluted him at his entrance 'into the Kings ©2597 
palace, for which he muſt be revenged, His reaſon ofeaded. 


luggeſted to him,he was a man of no werth , wh 


10 wile chou take noticeot him? No, 1 will deftro 
- him. What! for not faluting thee : He isa Jer 


by Nation, and peradventure he hath ſeen on thy 
garments the hgures of the Perfian gods embroide. 
red, and dares not berd his knee, leſt it might be 
thought he gave this honour to thy gods, ard he 
ſhould be eſtecmed an 1dolater,' It is no matter, 1 
am reſolved to ruine him. 1f thou beeſt gon 6 
far, take then the head of the culpable, and pardon 
all the reſt who are innocent. No, 1 will deſtroy 


not ſay? he hath put an affront upon me. What 2 him with all bis race. See, I have in my hand the 


affront? a cold countenance, a harſh word, a 
piece of foppery which you would never bave ta- 
ken notice of, had you not been void of the reaſon 
of an honeſt man, None would affront you, were 
not you your own affront : behold the root of all 
theſe inflamed angers. And he who will give re- 
medy to them , muſt cut them off in his imagi- 
ned contempt , where indeed there is none, and 
therefore it is fit he retire tothe haven offilence , 


King's Signet-ring, and ] go to diſpatch letters 
throughout all jthe Provinces , that all the Few; 
ray be ſlain, which ſhall be found on ſuch a pretixed 
day, O God! what! a ſlaughter for the denial 
ot a hlly fſalucation, to make choler ſwim in the 
tears of ſo many widows and orphans, in the mur. 
ther of ſo many mortals, in the bloud of ſo many 
Provinces ? Doſt thou think, there is not a God in 
heaven to take na—_ upon ſuch torturing cru- 


and leſſen what he may in bis imagination , the in- 30 <lties ? God may do what he pleaſeth, But 1 muſt 


Matess at. Jury. Which he thinks he hath received : when you 
/t-cnu:,fic (hall have well weighed it; you will find that you' 
«<9 ofa fly haye made an elephant. The true means 
» qndw to forgive all the world , and to pardon it, u« to judge 
vaſes, of offemces , before we be angry. There are offen- 
oþ nar hich we ſhould laush ar ;, others , which we 
dc 1ra.c.29. CCS WINCH WE IN D5 5 5 

Tem At leaſt ſhould defer ; and ſome we ſhould ſpeedi- 
eta 4” \\; pardon. 

< foley 7 If this ſtay you not, at leaſt think upon the 


as renipeſta- 


be revenged, my wife, and my friends adviſe me fo, 
Alas ! unbappy wretch! He was then, contriving 
his direful del;gn,when the vengeance of God fell 
upon his head. Behold him diſgraced , loſt, and 
ſhametully ſupplanted by a woman , coming to the 
palace of the King his Maſter,he heard the roaring 
of a lion which ſaid, Take him away ; when inſtant- 
ly, behold, he was hanged on a gallows fifry cubits 
high which he had cauſcd to be prepared forhis ene- - 


ns. fab» end , and ſay , Behold a quarrel which begins to 40 my; his ten male children were made the compani- 


cacar deſc ri- 


be enkindled , there is nothing wanting but a poor 
mary exi- word , fai-, andadviſed ; yea.verily but meer fi- 
g««/*7*""" lence, to give remedy thereto, If I augment it 
« incerca- Initead of leiſeningit, I do put fire to dry wood, 
2c et. which will make a terrible havock to conſume me 
£2 po. firſt. 1 muſt be a homicide, or a ſacrifice todeath, 
©, gr live in brawls, quarrels, and eternal diviſions, 
quems” which will involve parents, children, brothers , 
mare ml «- Couſins, and a whole poſterity. 
prong ly fruit which brutifh anger bringeth. Since I can 
2-72 efferr Prevent all this by a little diſcretton and patience ; 
Simocaita- am | ſuch an enemy of my own good as willingly 
to ſeck my proper ruine! The ſea is tempeltuous , 
bur their needs bur a lictle ſand to — it; and 
when ir hath made all its menaces, which ſeemed 


ready to {wallow all the wortd , it retires back , 


ons of his puniſhments, and his whole race was de- 
ſtroyed. O God of Juſtice ! what thanders, and 
what tempeſts fall upon men of anger, bloud, and 
revenge ? O God of the patient,and eternal mir-' 
rour of patience | may my ſoul tor ever avoid theſe 
three regions of Gall, Hatred, and Fury, to be. 
comea Miltrifs over its Paſfions which have hitherto 
tormented it, And may it arrive in that fortunate 


Behold the good- 50 Ifland, where divine Tranquillity dwellerh : May: 


it enter into thy Temple, and may the eternal 0. 
dours of the ſacrifice of Reconciliation, of Mercy , 
and Propitiation mount up to thy throne, which 
thou taughteſt us upon Calyary, inthe bitter and 
ſharp dolours of thy body , amidſt the ſorrow of 
heaven, the darkneſs of the ſun, the opening of ſe- 
pulchers, the breaking of ſtones, the effulion of thy 
bloud,and the deſolation of thy Soul! 


The thirteenth Treatiſe, of E NV Y 
and JEALOUSIE. 


9 1. The Piflure thereof. 


Th-pitture A. Atthias Fieuua , in the piece of work 
of Envy, which he contefleth ro have carefully 
laboured the ſpace of thirty years to 

make a preſent thereof to Pope ?ohn the two and 
rwentieth ,Siverh us a picture of Envy, when he de- 


painteth it borne on a Dragoy, with a Coat-armour 


wreathed all over with ſerpents, a Helmet on its 
head figured with Bee-hives,to ſignifie,that the en- 
vious like unto Bees, carry ſharp and ſweet ; and a 
Target allover pourtrayed with Bacts, enemies of 
light, as is that which beareth ir. Should I amply 
dilate my ſelf upon his conceits, ſetting aſide all the 
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ventions of Poets and Painters npon this ſubjet, 1 who have them were wholly at their diipoſe, with. 

would place it, not in the defarts of Zybia, where out having recourſe to any other. 

the Sun onely ſhineth on ſands and rocks, but in the 1 he great love which many have towards them- The feed 
' midſt of Virtnes ; becauſe ſuch are the obje&s of ſelves, and the deſire they ſhew of covering to be of Jen 

Envy : 1 would give it a fierce eyc, a countenance inall things the onely of their kind. are the ſeeds of " A 


Part 4, 


Cavut aſ;i- 
dm ſuget, 
Job.z 8.16, 


SF, Pona- 
went. mm 
diatae 


ſpitefull and dusky , what is more fad and direfull , 
1 would paint it ſucking the heads of Aſpicks for its 
ordinary repaſt, ſince fo, holy 7ob deſcribeth wick- 
edncſs,nor ſhould be deceived, it living on pol- 
ſon : 1 would ſet two companions by its {1des, which 
S. Boyaventure giveth it, the one whereof is called 
O:la,and the other 0/iba : the one (ſaith he) ſtgni- 
fieth the ſadneſs which Envy hath at the proſperity 
of another , the other, the ignominious joy 1t con- 
ceiverh upon other mens diſaſters. I would make 
it dine and ſup by candle light, but they ſhould be 
ſerpentine lights whereot the ſame Dofour ma. 
keth mention, which cauſe ftraws to ſeem like unto 
ſerpents , ſo the ſlight imperfeRions of men which 


infinite many Jealouſies. £o we ſee old Captains 
(who having been eminent ina thouſand occaſi- 
ons, and having bred and raiſed to themſelves a 
flouriſhing reputation out of a world of labours, 


lOand ina very long courſe of years) areſtung to the 


quick when they hear ſpeech of ſome new prow. 
eſſes of young people, daring and fortunate, who 
find out ſhort wayes to haſten to the Temple of ho- 
nour, and do in little time that which others could 
not with much paia, induſtry, ſervice, and toji]. 


\ This affliteth the hearts of men experienced , to 


whom it then ſeems that this new-come-man is born 
as a worm in wood, to gnaw and wither up the 
Laurels, whence they hoped to gather immortall 


are but ſtraws, are by the Envious eſteemed ithe 20. crowns, 


malices of a ſerpent : 1 would have Truth preſent a 


This paſſion very often aſſaileth Prelates, Princes, EW 
Sovereign Monarchs : and by how much the digni- = —pq 
ty 1s exalted, ſo much the more the fire of Jealouſje 'nours and 


therein finds matter and bait, A man who behold.. #89%irs. 


Torch beforeits eyes,to dazle thoſe infernal lights, 
but the miſcreant ſhould turn its face to the other 
ſide. for it hatech all which is true and ſolid: I would 


Definition 
of Envy. 


Firſtdegree 
of the En« 
yious, © 


Gen. 30. 
Da mh: lis 
heros alig- 
PTE. 
$ Thom 2. 
2. 4.36, 


make virtue appear before it with a branch of Palm 
in its hand ; bur this caitiff ſhould vomit up frogs, 
to marr this brave monument of worth, according 
to the ingenious model which Cypſe/ns giveth us. 
(Verily, the words of the Envious are as ſo many 


eth himſelf on a throne, in the moſt ſupreme glit- 
ters of glory, who ſceth ſo many powers to bow 
under his feet ; who is the God of Battels, of War, 


of Pezce, Life, and of Death , the diſtributour of 


Lorcunes, the arbitratour of Differencies , who 


frogs which on all ſides beſiege the benignities of 30 makes himſelf an avenging Aſars, and the pacifier 


virtue) 1 would paint round about it fcritch Owls, 
and Hyena's, and all manner of maligne creatures. 
One cannot do too much to exprels the malice of it, 
Laſtly,1 would make it to feed on it ſelf,as the beaſt 
of Martreas the Inchanter, and that it ſhould riſe 
again out of irs bloud and wounds, ever ready for 
new torments, For doth not this infamous paſfion 
ordinarily do ſo ? 


Q. 2. The Definition of Envy, its ſeveral kinds, 
and firſt of Jealouſie. 


RP? let us leave this pourtrai,and tell yqu, that 
Envy {which is a ſorrow one hath for the good 
of his like, thinking itto be prejudicial to his own 
ends) ever firce by the malice of onr enemy it en- 
tred into the world, bath many officers, and fervi. 
tours, who notwithſtanding are not alike evil, I ſee 
in this Piture ſome like Rachel,who ſeeing her ſelf 


really cut the throat of her ſiſters children, but one- 
ly with much earneſtine(s deſired to have iſſue , and 
for that cauſe ſhe ſaid to her husband the Patriarch 
Pacob, give me children, or let me die with grief . 
Vany (ſaith S. Thomas) are in this degree, whuch 
properly is Jealouke , for they are penſive,compa- 
ring their want and;mperfeions with the plenty 
and perfeQtions of ochers: to ſee themſelves redu- 
ced to that condition, albeit, they have no purpoſe 
to prejudice the proſperity they behold in another, 
and ſuch are not the worſt. In this rank are many 
old folks who envy the graces, pleaſures, and good 
ſucceſſes of young people : many men painfull and 
little proſperous,who are troubled at the great feli- 
cities of their likes : many merchants, and handy. 
crafts: men, many women and maids,who are vexed 
with ſome diſcontent, when they ſee the beauty, 
graceful! carriage,gentle behaviour,eftimation,and 
account wherein their companions are : and others 


of minds when he pleateth, who marcheth enyjron- 
ed wich lightnings ofarms, who ſendeth thnnders 
and tempelts, and calm air in the midſt of Qtorms, 
cannot endure a Companion in this dignity. The 
leaſt ſuſpicions cauſe wourds in the i, pou 2 are 
oy times waited on by anger, poiſon, fury, and 
maſlacres, Bloud and affinity 1s not therein acknow- 
ledged, is not aſſured ; virtue hath no credit ; pa« 
rents will have no children, how perfe& ſoever ; 


40 yea, even thoſe who are worn with 01d —_— 


vermillion to paint their faces, and till t 
ſelves young enough to command. 
Diadems and Scepters run the like hazard and the 
have bur one defire in the midſt ofAuthority, whic 
15,to reſerve the appeals of death to therſely es,and 
neyerto leave the places void, which they have 
once repleniſhed. This poiſon creepeth into Eccle- 
liallicks, into Priefts, Religious, Graduates, into 


ink them- 


Learned 
men ſub- 


the Learned, into Doors and Preachers, who are jeft to jea- 
barren,and her ſiſter Leah very fruitfull, would nor 5.» Willing to bear ſway in Letters, in Eloquence ang leuſic- 


Chairs, and to have none to argue their ſuper-emi- 
nency ; and when ſome one out-ſtrips the Courſe 
of lus years by the luſtre of his wit,and in the begin- 
ning itands in high eſteery, the old Gameſters can. 
not digeſt it. Maſters ſpare not to leſſen the credit 
of their ſcholars, F ountain-heads enuy rivolets and 
the Sun his proper raies, eſpecially, when ſome 
barbarons applauſe of people of ſlender judgment 
and little wit, giveth exceſlive praiſe to a young 
man, who diſcovereth more wind and oftent in 
brave undertakings then capacity, This frenzy en- 


deavours to infinuate it ſelf into Altars, into Tribu- Teatouſie 


nals of Penance, where (without touching ſo many goctk ro 
deſerving men, who worthily acquit themſelyes 3+: 


therein) there are ſorhe who are more jealous of 
their ſpiritual daughters , then the moſt paſſio- 
nate husbands of their wives. It ſeems to ſome, thar 
now adayes,to have a notable penitent,is to poſſeſs 
a piece of land that yeilds a good revenne, or a fat 


alſo are troubled to obſerve in them, wit, devotion, 70 Abbacy ; and that they muit have a perpetuall title 


and more virtve then they could wiſh. Others ho- 
nour theſe fair parts, but they would thar thoſe 


to it. It is cunning deceit to blind their eies, to cap- 
tive them, to tie them to a Confeſſion: ſeat with an 


indifſoluble 
% 


(3 Ty 


6 
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indiſſolable chain,not to permit then conſerence nor 
commerce'with any, which may let them ſee their 
þondage,to be offended if chey change Confeſſour, 
to throw out complaints, and to make it to be ac- 
counted as if it were a ſin of Adultery. God forbid 
ſach a folly ever enter into a generous mind,and un- 
worthily prophane the SanQtuary.lIt is very certain 
that all good direRours imitate the ſea which recei.. 
yeth rivers into its boſome, without asking from 
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all, which any one will pour into them, Its loves are 
rages, benefits, ſnares , thoughts, criqes ; words, pefcripei- 
outrages , deſigns, follies ; and events,tragedies. Sq 9 * J:> 


- ſoonasit obſerveth in the things beloved the leaſt ***® 


inclination to another, ſuſpicions are framed, di- 
ſtruſts and g10cy fantaſies in a,man who would wil- 
lingly number his wives hairs on her head, for fear 
leſt ſhe ſhould have laid apart ſome of them to give 
them to a lover. And if theſe ſuſpicions be fortified 


whence they come, or what Country they paſſed 10 by ſome ill accident,or ſome reports of a venomous 


through,and when they came. from thence , nay, ſq 
far is it from being diſpleaſed, that it hath not any 
feeling of it, this being not able to cauſe any dimi- 
nation of its greatneſs : ſo, a good ſpirituall Father 
leaveth all the ſouls he dire&ech, not in exorbitant 


liberty, but in a diſcreet permiſſion,to go, to come, . 


to abſent themſelves, to return,according as it ſhall 
be moſt fit for their commodity, and fpirituall ad- 
vancement. He neither feels them almoſt ro come 


tongue ; then do we ſec anger, anxiety, fury, and 
deſpair to come forward, which many times run to 

fire and bloud, to precipices and balters. What is 

more ugly or monſtrous then this paſsion 2 Think 

you not you ſce the pit of the Abyſs, whereof s, 

7obn ſpeaketh in his Apocalyps, when he ſaich,7 hex Compared 
the pit of the Abyſs is open, and the ſans comes out ;t ow - 
of it As from aA great fornace, wherewit the $S#nn 15 "+ ; 


darkned, and in the midft of this ſmoke ſtrange 2299-3 


near him, or retire from bim, ſo little is his mind 20 graſpoppers are ſeen which waſte and conſume all that 


buſied in the diſtinguiſhment of perſons. 

One may here add the Jealoufic of unfortunate 
Marriages,although (to fay truly) it is an effeRt of 
the Paſſion of Love. -I am not ignorant that great 
perſonages and learned Writers have thought, that 
TheJea- Jealouſic proceeded not at all from Love, becauſe 
louſie of T Oye js obſequious, and readily taketh the tinture 
hich nay Of the affeions of the thing beloved, which the Pal- 
hold che ſion of Jealouſie doth not,thwarting the'moſt inno- 


Jealouſic 
of marri- 


ages 


15 verdant. What is the pit of the Abyſs, but Jea- 
louſie ? And what are tHoſe ſmokes, but its ſuſpici- 
ons? and what is the darkned Sun, but Reaſon all 0- 
ver oppreſſed by Paſſion ? and what are thoſe graf. 
hoppers, but the evil effeRs of cruel Jealouſie which 
over-runneth mankind? Ah ! How many innocent 
Ladies have been wounded by this monſter in their 
honour, more precious with them then life ! Ah ! 
How many miſcrable wives have ſerved fot victims 


firſt plac® cent inclinations of a creature, and framing ſuſpici- zo to the fury of enraged husbands, who have thruſt a 


among 


the envi- ONS upon aRions. But it is cafie to anſwer to this 
cus. objeRion, and to ſay, that never hath any one 
of underſtanding had the opinion that Jealouſie 
might proceed from a generous and well rectifi- 
ed Love, and nevertheleſs it followeth not, that it 
doth not proceed from a Love of concnpiſcence, 
p«finirion dad and inordinate, For it 1s very reaſonable.the de- 
Jea'ouſie finitien of $, Thomas ſtand good, as being the moſt 
acc2*"1"$ judicious, who ſaid, That Jealouſic is nothing elſe 


10 5. The- 
mas, 


ands to be found, who notwithſtanding love not 
their Wives. For if their paſſion be without Love, 

| it is not properly Jealouſie,but Malignity and Envy, 
becauſe they envy them the ſweetneſs of converſa- 
tion, the good and honour they might derive from 
the honeſt converſation of perſons of merit, and do 
reſemble theDog who eats no bay,nor ſuffereth the 


Ox to come near it, The envious man cannot endure 


it, out of the hatred he hath of anothers content- 
ment ; and che Jealous cannot ſuffer ir,through the 
over-much love he beareth tro himſelf, perpetually 


earing leaſt communication of love ;may not tend 


to the diminution of the good he poſſeſſeth,or pre. 
tends to have right to poſſeſs. This paſsion ordina- 
rily is framed out of a dull feaver of indiſcreet love, 
and taketh its originall in minds too greatly in love 
with themſelves, greedy ,weak,and intereſſed, upon 
one ſide they have a moft ſtrong imagination of the 


ſword through the moiety of their own fleſh to fa.. 
tisfie their barbarous Tyranny ! Our eyes are ftilt 
moiſtned with this bloud, and our minds canner 
ſpeak of it but with horrour, All the Jealouſies men 
entertain for the poods and perſons of the world 

have this proper that they preſently make their de. 
formity appear in the diſorder of ſundry paſsions 
which toſs and turmoil them, | 

Who eould ſee a jealous beart, ſhould behold a The ha: 


but Loye impatient of a Corrivall. And it is to no 40 buge ſwarm of difturſts and ſuſpicions which iſſue v9** it 
(16 to ſay, That there are many jealous Hus- | 


thence, as ſpirits of Hell, and haften to whiſper in Ric, 
its ear , ſhe becometh cool in loye ; ſhe was in ſuch 
a place to watch an opportunity to ſee ſuch an one. 
It ſhe be ſimple, ſhe difſembles ; if ſhe be prudent, 
ſhe is cunning 3; if ſhebe penſive, ſhe contriveth 
lots ; if ſhe be lightſeme, ſhe figureth fruition to 
er ſelf. Never did a more detcſtzble plague come 
out of the Abyſs to trouble the peace of Marriages : avvice to 
never was any thing ſeen ſo unjuſt, never any t ins Women. 


go fo cruell, An innocent creature who abhorreth ſin 


as hell, ſees her ſelf wounded in reputation, more 
dear to her thenlife,transfixed with mortall arrows 
all covered over with ordure and bloud in the ſoul 
of a paſsionate man : afterward this unhappineſſe 
ſtretching farther, firſt filleth the houſe with diviſi- 
on, then the neighbours with-curiofity, and the 
whole City with a tale which trotteth on tongues. 

Many times they paſs from ſport to aQtions tragi- 
call, direfuil,and diabolicall, Ic bath happened that 


excellency of the thing beloved which they exceſ- 60 Jealous women running up and down the {lreets and 


ſively affeR; on the other,a certain diftruſt of their 
own ſmall capacity, and of the uncertainty of love, 
which makes them perpetually to apprehend the 
loſs of that which they love, A lover (in Plato) fee- 
ing the creature he moſt loved,did uſe to beholdthe 


Plato in 
«Anthol. 
Gre 


as many eyes as there were ſtars, Theſe eyes in my 
opinion, would be very proper for good love ; but 
Jealouſie is a monſter with a hundred eyes which 


ſtars ; wiſhed be were heaven, to look on ber with . 


tields, to diſcover their husbands loves, have been 
torn in pieces by wild beaſts : and husbands have 
been hanged and ſtrangled for having ſought by in- 
famous wayes into the ſecret of confefsion. Many 
times baniſhments and murders have followed which - 
have pur all into combuſtion : witneſs Theeds/fus 
his apple, and Afar:amne, of whom I have ſpoken 
very amply in the firſt volume of this Book, It is un- 
doubted, that a husband makes his wife loyall, by 


areenkindled with certain flames like to'thoſe of ,, accounting her ſuch, and that he who ſuſpeReth e. 
hell, dark and miſchievous. And beſides,it hath ve. 
ry many ears continually bearkning and receiving 


vil in an innocent creature, gives her occaſion of 
ſin. Never doth a generous husband (lightly fall. 
| intg 
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Two other 


ſorts of the 


envious 
I ndigna- 
ti0n. 


THE HOLY. COURT. 1 Party: 


into theſe weakneſſes. Women alſo are moſt inju- 
rious when they give cauſe of ſuſpicion by a licen- 
tious life which {triketh the anderfianding of the 
moſt ſtupid man, It is to calt oil into the flame,and 
to wiſhit may not barn, when one in all occaſi- 
ons carrieth her ſelf ill, and cannot endure ſuſpi- 
cions, which ordinarily wait on aCtions too free, 
as the ſhadow.on the body. And that which is more 
insupportcable is, that certain women chaſte enough 
in their conſcience, will needs many times appear 
Libertines to increaſe the diſtruſts of a husband, 
and to hold his ſoul in a hell of torments , when 
they ſhould by all wayes endeavour to divert his 
Jealouſies. 

A woman is ill adviſed to complain of the Jealou- 
fie ofher husband, when ſhe thinks it ſefficeth to 
have a husband for the Sacrament, and a friend for 
her own liking, and ſo that ſhe preſerve her ſelf 
from the extremity of Infamy, that all is permitted 
her in wedlock. When ſhe imagines it a decent thin 
to bealone, and (in the obſcurity of darkneffe wit 
men who are not reputed Angel- Raphaels, = 
dians of Chaſtity) to roam and run up and down 
the (treets, orchards, and gardens , to hearken af- 
ter appointments, walks, and junketings , to re- 
ccive and write love-letters ; to be quaint, and 
ro deſire to be eſteemed fuch , to ſerve others in 
their humours, and to wiſhto be alike ſerved, to 
wear 2 wanton garment ; to be bare-breſted, to 
talk freely, to live wantonly , to deſpiſe all that 
is ſaid to follow her own pleaſure. Doth not all this 
tend to proſtitution of Honour, and to ſhipwrack 
of Chaſtity ? 


$. 3. T wo other branches of this ſtock, which are In- 
dignation, and malicious Env) with 
Calumny its companion. 


BY let us lay aſide that which concerneth theJea- 


maligne ſpirit, ſought to transfix David with 
his Launce to the wall, when he for his Recreati- 
on plaid on the Harp: fo we ke miſchievous 
ſouls, who out of a tranſporcation of frenzy, do 
brutiſh as againſt ſuch as wiſh them well. O- 
thers have a determinate Enyy, and a fotmall habi- 
tude, which proceedeth to rage, to glut themſelves 
in bloud and maffacres , ſuch was that of foſeph's 
b:others, and of Cain who embrewed his barids 

70 in the bloud of Abel, our of the jealouſic of a fa- 
crifice. 

It ſeldome happens, but thar this Fury conclu- 
deth.in ſome execrable Tragedy. Atleait; it hath 
calymny for a perpetuall companion, which is a hi- 
deous monſter, whoſe pifture antiently Apeles 
drew. He figureth it unto us a Woman (for it is4 
feminine vice) to <kirmiſh with the Tongne in the 
want of courage and virtue. Ir bath by its (ſides two 
waiting- women, one whereof is called Sxrprizal, , 

20 and the other Deceir, becauſe theſe are the two vi: \ "ory" 
ces which make Calumny prev:il ;, the one furpri- of $landes, 
Zing credulous ſpirits ; the other fophifticating and 
diſgyizing Truth, It 1s very curiouſly decked and 
pranked up ; for who would ndt abbor it, if it hzd 
not ſome exteriour attractive 16 ſurprize the un- 
wary ? It nevertheleſs ſhews in its courtenarce paſ- 
ſion and rage ; for it is as hard ro hide Ioveard 
Hatred,as a Cough or Fire. It ho!ds in one hand a 
Torch, like that of the Futies .- and who hath net 

39 heard thar a greart perſonage called it the Phaetcy ; ,p,, 4 
of the world, becauſe it ſets all. afire,and in combu- cat 
ſtion ? Wuth the other hand ſhe caicheth a poor 
man by the hair, as if ſhe were ready to ſtrangle 
him , and albeit be implore heaven and earth tk 
aid, there is not any one to Celiver him our of the 
bands of this murtherefs. Theſe are the effets of 
the tyranny of this paſſion. Beiore it, marcheth a 
valt fellow, dry. frightlull, and lean, whoſe eyes are 
ſharp: He is Envy*sAgent, and the inſeparable com- 


louſies of marriage. There are others plunged in 40 panion of Slander. On the right hand is feen a man 


this paſſion, who have a perpetual indignation to ſee 
thole to proſper who are really wicked, or whom 
they in Geir thoughts do imagine to be ſo. They 
would willingly call Ged in queftion,and fee not(to 


Aveuſi. in peak with S. Augaſtine ) that the fiſh which they 
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eſteem happy in the bait, hath the hook already in 
his throat, I behold others who affiit theraſelves, 
and are unquiet, not for theſe conſiderations one- 
ly, which. were more tellerable ; but becauſe 0- 


with great ears, ſuch as were Midas's, who makes 
a ſhew to receive this impoſtreſs with open arms. 
Ignorance and Suſpicion {ſeeing the difpofition and 
inclinations he hath) do put a yoke about his neck, 
and lead him by the noſe. Behold juſt-fo they are 
compoſed who readily hear DetraRtions. They for 
the moſt part are open-cared to receive all pou- 
red in ; but otherwiſe ſufpicious and ignorant, Laſt- 
ly, Repentance cometh behind, all mourning, and 


thers are far more excellent then they, .cither in 5q ill clad, ſaying, What have we done'? This creature 


wit, induſtry, beauty, or in eſtate, deſirous (out 
of an irregular appetite of proper excecllency, and 
moſt palpable ambition) to ſtand in all =P tran- 
{cendently conſpicuous, to the prejudice and abale. 
ment of others : and ſuch Envy (fſaiththe moſt e. 
minent of DoRours) is of all.che moſt perfe& and 
abſolute ; and is ordinarily co be found among 
concurrencies of age, of fortune , and profeſſ1- 
on. We ſce others who are not content with fim- 


was innocent > and then with a firger ſheweth 
Truth,which in the Everirg preſenteth her ſelf ro 
enlighren darkneſs. Jr is the miſery of humane 
things,chat one never almoſt repenteth a wickednes, 
bur when it is remedileſs, Nothing may be added 
ro'the conceit of this excelJent Painter, fo kappily 
he hath birit. 1 will onely fay, thatif you deſife 
ro know the officers and inferiour miniſters of this 
tyrannicall Paflion (they are not a!l equall in qua. 


ple thoughcs, bur thruſt their paſſion forward to 69 lities or vices )-I find three principall Orders of 


wretched effets, and i obſerve thar theſe are dif- 
poſed to evil by divers motives. Some have a 
dark and cloudy Envy , as the Philiſtims who went 
and ſecretly filled che pits with earth, which the Pa- 
triarch Abraham had made with much labour for 
the benefit of many : ſo we behold them, who fi. 


lently ſeek to frame obſtacles apainſt all the good 


works which they obſerve to be begun, caſting the 
ſtone of ſcandall as far as they can, then pulling back 


a furious and fantaſtick Envy , as that of Sax/,who 
ſetting himſelf looſe to the extravagancies of his 


them. | 

The firſt is, of thoſe who ſlander of purpoſe to picers de- 
vilite the a&ons of o:hers, and to weaken their gieevot: 
reputation , whether they be diſpoſed thereto rw 
by ſome motive of pride which cannot endure any _ 
thing eminent butir ſelf, or through ſome jealou. 
fie; (as it happeneth in concurrencics of profeſ- 
ſons and conditions) or out of ſome pretenſion 
of irgereft. Theſe are not gone ſo far yer, asto 


1 Reg. 13. the arm which threw it. Others are poſſeſſed with 70 black Slander : for they do not report any crimi- 


nall macrers 3 but content themſelves to fall upon 
ſome deleRs,fometimes flight,and ſomerime ſuffici- 
. ; © ently 
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ently apparent: yea , they ſeem to be reſerved in 
matzer of Slander ; for they do as the Spies of the 
Land of Promiſe, who firſt told its beauties and 
fingularities , before they mentioned its monſters : 
They liek, the perſon before they bite , they know 
the number of his virtues and perfeftions, as if they 
had undertake to make Panygerick of them,ſrying, 
this man is witty, is ſober, is temperate, is juſt, and 
other ſuch like ; nevertheleſs there is always a con- 


cluſion, which in the end marrs all, You ſee likewiſe 1 © 


of this ſort, who cover the praiſes of another under 
a fad filence ; others , who aſcribe to chance that 
which was out of virtue ; others, who by compa- 
riſon of excellent men extenuate the acts of him 
whom they would blame , others, who punctually 
decipher all the defe&ts of a good ation , others, 
who ſay they have great compalſsion of his imper- 
feRions of whem they ſpeak , and would have ſup- 
plyed them at their own charge, if it were in their 

wer, To conclude, all fuch have ſome honeſt 
cloke for their Paſion. 

The ſecond order is much more dangerous, for 
it .comprehendeth thoſe who publickly and confi- 
dently ſpeak of defefts not common and incident, 
but important and notable. So you find an infinite 
number of them in the world , who ſeem to have 
ſtudied the lives, the eſtates, the families, and gene- 
alogies ofa whole City; and as nothing can exempt 
it ſelf from the curioſity of their eys, ſo none eſca. 
peth the poiſon of their tongues. 


The third order is that of the Nevil, the father of ; 


Calummatours , and containeth ſuch as invent miſ- 
chiefs and crimes with defamatory hbels, to brand 
the reputation of perſons moſt innocent, and many 
times very virtuous. And as it is faid,that the ink of 
the Cartle-fiſh poured into lamps, maiketh the bra- 
veſt pieces of Painting to be ſeen with horrour ; ſo 
theſe wicked tongues , when they have caſt their 
poiſon upon the lights of a life the molt innocent, 
make it appear with hideous deformities. One can- 
not ſay how damnable this vice is, for it proceedeth 
from a ſource of Hell, to ruine and extirpate all the 


. membersof humane ſociety : and if there be a dif- 


Hnamane 
remedies 
againſt 
Euvys 


order which deferveth that all men deteſt it,and by 
common conſent make war againſt it , This ſtands 
in the firſt place. Such as forge Calumnies are ex- 
tremely deteſtable ; bur thoſe who lend their ears 
to receive them , and do eafily belieye all which is 
ſuggeſted ro their credulicy ( againſt the'ſame per- 


ſons whom they have loved, without hearing their 50 


juſtification) grievouſly offend the divine Majeſty, 
and ſhew they have little judgment, bur much wil. 
fulneſs. An car very hard to evil reports, is needful 
in 2 time when the tongue is ſo ſoft, and ſtreaming 
ig an. overflow of words, 


d 4. Humane remedies of Envy. 


you at this preſent ſeek for humane remedies 


F 
j which may be applied againſt the poiſonous pal- gg 


ſion of Envy and Jealonſie , I can then tell you that 
this evil laies hold very often by the eys , and thar it 
is expedient to guard them with a careful heed, and 
to divert them what one may from objeRs which 
are of power to excite many inordinate motives in 


_ the ſoul inthis kind. To what purpoſe is it to be (0 


curious-in the affairs of one, towards whom you 
have no aff<Rion , fince by underſtanding his prof. 
perities, you very often learn your own diſaſters ? 


20 


(* 
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you look on his lands, his bouſ-s, his bravery , his 70 


pomp, his family, his alliance , his friends, and all 
that (entring into your heart through the curioſity 
ws 
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of your eys cauſeth therein fits of a lingring feaver) 
which waſtes and conſumeth you. The amocous eye 
ſucketh in a ſweet poiſon, and the envious eye feeds 
it ſelf with a venome which is fv!l of bitterneſs. . It 
(peradventure) expeReth, that beholding the parts 
of the pecfonit hateth , it ſhall ſee the miſchief it 
wiſheth , but God permits it there, to ticd what 
lea!t it would , and that thoſe envenomed aſpeRs 
ſerve {or a torment to the ſon]. 

S. Gregery Nj({ca 1n the life of Afeſes faith it re- Grez.x4T. 
ſembleth the Yulcure whom carriors nouriſh , and i v4 Mo- 
periumes kill. All the evil it mecteth, prepareth a _ 
refection of Serpents for its mind, and all the good, 
atficteth it to death, 

Accuſtomenot your ſelf | k-wiſe eaſily to believe 
thoſe tale-rellers, who (to gain your good hiking by 
baſe ſervitude ) relate the vices and diſaſters of the 
party whom you enyy : for, that much avails to fo. 
ment your Paſsion. Pro'per hath fagely ſaid, that Profo. 1. 4. 
the envious are ready to bclieve all the evils in the 4 center 
world which the tongue of a complaining ſpirit tel. 5% 2: 
lech them touching the miſhaps of ſuch as they hate, == qr 
and if any one by chance (not knowing the diſeaſe) 74 
happen to ſpeak good of them, they ſufficiently wy wengg 
witneſs by their contradition, that they believe 
not what they ſay. —— 

Secondly,it is very behoofful inceſſantly to labour verwn nn 
in the mortification of pride,and the exorbitant ap- 7,7 
petite of ones own proper excellency, -as being the conrad- 
principal root of the palsion of Envy , as affirmeth ©” 
the fore-alledged Authour, ſaying, that Sathan be- 
came envious out of pride , and not proud through 
Envy, we mult infer,Pride is not the fruit of Enyy, Xe 
but Envy a ſprout of Pride.The ambition you have, ad: wg 
every where to have the higheſt place,to bein great *, ſedi 
eſteem, to poſſeſs a petty ſovercignty in all favours, nu; 
neceſſarily makes you envious and jealous , 


eredun : fe- 
zyalttey 1, 


Non ſup ev- 


ſo that ceproceſsr. 
one cannot praiſe any body in your preſence, but ?*%P<**"+ 
that this commendation inſt2atly ſeems to tend ta 
the diminution of your reputation : Your heart 
bleeds at it, and the bloud fieih up into your face . 
nature arms her ſelf to beat back a good office 
(which a charitable tongue would render a perſon 
of merit ) asit it were a great injury , and a ſuit 
commenced againſt you. It is a {*gn you deſerve lit- 
tle praiſe fince you cannot endure it in another. 
How would you be eſteemed, fince you firſt of all 2% «- 
berray your own reputation, ſhewirg your ſelf ro ,5%. 
be of ſo weak a judgment that one cannot ſpeak a «(nas «- 
good word of arother, but it miniſters matter ot an 7 
evil thought in you ? Were you as rich in merits,as 2.1. a. «7, 
your mind figareth ro you ; you would no more be 
moved, when a g00d word is ſpoken of another, 
then a man infinitely wealthy, to give a ſmall piece 
of coine to a poor creature who were in want. 

| add alſo a third remedy (that many have fourd 
to be very efficacious) which is, to know, and much 
to eſteem the gifts God hath givenus, to con- 
tent our felves with what we are, ard with the 
ſtate the divine Providence allotrerth us, without at- 
tempting on forreign hopes, which would (perhaps) 
be great evils unto us. S, Chry/etrgwy ſaith, that | n- 
vy once ſhut up Terreftrial Paradiſe with a frrord 


Þ . . : ar.11ft ng- 
of fire : but I may fay,it daily ſtoppeth from us the /:, anc224 
ſources of many contentments which would plen: _ _ 

Ci5foRt fee 


tully moyſten all the parts of our life ; that many 
would be happy , it they-could tell how to manure 
their ſortune, could content themſeives viith their 
own mediocrity , and take the felicities which Na- 
ture prefenteth them, without being rroubled at 0. 
thers. Miſerable that they are,not knowing liow to 
be happy, unlefs another be unhappy ! bo{vriunate 

ther 


E:#;is; 


yeth Eſſence and -Grace; and by being ſeen, he 
cauſeih Heaven and Beatitude, Thus doth Saint 
Angnſtine aſſure us, that the Science of God is the 


that ſo elevates and ſortifies it beyond its conditt- 
on, that it is able to endure the lightningMlaſh of E- 
rernal Beatirude, Is it not of this lighr, holy Job 


cauſe of all chings, which draweth Being from the 4Q ſpake, when be ſaid , He hideth light in his hands, 
and ſaith ts bbs 
peſſe ſin. * 


Abyls ofnothing, and brings the ſhades of death in- 


tolight, The World is known by us, becanſeit is , 


friend, it is hu inheritance and 


Then 
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that they are, to forſake Roſes which grow in their bur it is, infomuch as ir is krown by God, ſo. effi- 
Gardens, to hen to reap thorns in their Neigh. + cacious this knowledge is. O what a goodly thirg 
Tanti non bours | Tertulicx writeth, the Pagans in histime it had been, to ſee this great World , howit diſ- 
et bowy, were ſo inraged againlt the Chriſtians, that all their playedits ſelf in all its'pieces, and ſmiledin all ts 
Sn_—_ comforts ſeemed nothing to them in compariſon of manſions uncer the ey of God ! The Heavens were 
2:-n:wn, the pleaſure they-took to hate and tor-1ent them, ſtretched forth like a Curtain, the Stars were en- 

' This is the fury which many envious now a days chaſed inthe Heavens as Diamonds, the Clouds ſu. 
practice, . All their proſperities fade, all their joys.  perdedin the air as floating bodies, the Air was di- 
languiſh, and all their good ſucceſſes never are ac- . verſified in Meteors, the eternal ycins of Fountains 
compliſhed, whileft they ſee thoſe to flouriſh whom 10 began to ſtream, the Earth to cover its boſom , and 
they perſecute. It grieves them they are whar they liberally to afford us, out of its entrals, infinite ma. 

- are, that God hath-fixed them in a mean condition, ny bleſlings from the benignity of his aſpeRts, 
and that they arc not born to be of thoſe great Co- Tell me not tbat,which the natural Hiſtory men- 
loſſes, which ſhrink and daily fall by the ſole bur- tioneth, that the Oftritch hatcheth her little ones 
then of their weight. Ifthey knew the black phan. by the rays of her eys , yet never ſhall ſhe bring 
taſms of cares which leap on the top of (ilver Pillars, * forth Fggs by looking on:theearth : bur the FEy, 
and g0 athwart giided Marbles ( to find cut theſe ( that Is ro ſay) the Knowledge of God, hath ſach 
pompous lives who moſt commonly have but the virtue, that it is the maker of all creatures. O beau- 
bark of happineſs) they would every day a thou- ty! O greatneſs ! O) goodneſs! Beauty, ro inha- 
ſand times bleſs their condition . but this malign ig- 29 bit in the Idea of God, as ina Paradiſe of Glory. 
rorance which ſealeth. up their eys, makes them Greatneſs,to bave a capacity infinite. Goodneſs, to 
complain of all that they ſhould love, and cauſeth reſt inthe bowels of the mercies of the Creatour, 
them to love all they ought ro comp1ain of. See ( a little) the difference that is between our 

Laſtly, to remedy the bitings 07 &nvy, you muſt Knowledges, and that of God : you think it a good- The diffc- 
entertain a ſpirit of love and correſpondence, ofren ly matter to know a man, and to wiſh bim well, yet On” of 
repreſenting unto your ſelf, that a man who loyeth be thereby becomes neither white nor black , hot aw " 
none but himſelf, and wholly lives to himſelf ( not nor cold, good, rich nor learned , for, our knoyy. from thoſe 
able to endure the proſperities of another) is a ledges are ſmall in their capacitics, limited in their * © 
piece unlooſencd from this great Univerſe which al. effeRts, and inefficacious in their operations, How 
rogerher bendeth to the unity of our Sovereign 30 Many brave Captains, and learned Authours are 

God, who is one in Eſſence, and who gathereth all * there, who are (till well thought of in the opinion 
creatures into the union of his heart, What wonld of men ! but whether they be living, or whether 
this jealous man have, who is ſo deſperately paſſi. they be dead (if their Souls beinan il! fate ) this 
onate concerning this creature? Doth he not welf knowledge, and this love nothing contributeth to 
ſee, thac loving lo inordinately he takes the courſe their felicities, But ſo is it not with the knowledge 
to be no longer loved by her, and loſeth all he de- of God (1 ſpeak of an amorous knowledge: ) It 
fireth moſt, by the violerce of defiring it ? A wo- gives Being, and Grace : Being, becauſe all things 
man out of a deſire to be beloved., would not be Known by God, are, in God, in a more noble man- 
tyrannized over, She wiſheth love,, not fury, ner, then in themſelves, 

FO Serephins, not of Devils. Theſe Courtſhips z0 Here, we behold dying creatures who fade, wi- 
are offences to her : theſe ſuſpicions, injuries; ther, and ſhrink inſenlibly into nothing, were they 
theſe prohibitions, rigours , theſe ſolitudes, impri= not ſupported by-the Divine hard : |S , iri the 

fonments. How can ſhe love a man, who loves not houſe of God, in the Palace of Efſences , the Sum- 

any but himſelf, who will play a God inthe world, mers are of Cypreſs ( faith the holy Caxticle ) inſo- 

vho will fetter the ſreedom of creatures, which is much as all therein is immortal, vigorous, perfe&, ND 

che Will : for which God himſelf -hath made nei- and incorruptible : and there it is, where the bleſ- WI 

ther bands nor chains ? How can ſhe affet an A-- fed ( who have not here ſeen the world but by two 

£x5 who obſerverh her , who watcheth her, who eysof fleſh, and have ſeen it tottering, and altoge- _ _ 
reckoneth up her words, who queſteth at her - ther imperte&) beholdit in God, fully able, e-j,,"7 
thoughts, who prepareth racks of the mind for her g, qual, and abſolute, in all its dimenſions, The Saints omniforme 

in the moſt innocent pleaſures? The fole confide. © perpetnally have before their eys the incomprehenſible ©'** 7 ng 

ration. of the ruines and miſeries which envy and mirronr of the Divinity, in which they at eaſe behold twn, m quo, 

jcalonſie do cauſe to themſelves, wereable to ſta ali that which concerneth them , and may cenduce to MM 

theſe exorbitancies, were it once well confidered ; their greater coytentment. oft, illmeef- 
but if theſe humane reaſons ſeem yet too weak, raiſe [ add, that this knowledge.cauſeth Grace.For,what <#. £0n- 
your ſelf to divine. makes Predeſtination, but that preparation of grace 4 "ond 

and glory which God hath conceived from all Eter. 

d. 5. Divine Remedies drawn from the Benignity nity 1n his underſtanding, ro communicate it to his 

ef Ged. ' - Elect ? See what God doth, ſeeing; and,God ſeen , 
Remedy Man ! Bchold ( fora firſt remedy, among all gg what doth he elſe but atually makeHeaven,and Be- 
« © - M the divine oncs) thy firſt model , 'and' con- - atitude which conſifteth in the clear viſion of God? 
10n-of the template the benignity of God eppoſed to thy ma. So ſoon as a ſcul'predeftinated to enjoy withont 
11.6. model. liee, Itis an excellent thing to conſider againſt an delay the glory of Heaven, is gone from out the 
God doth ENVIGUS ey ;, that God, who will reform ns to his bandsof its body : it hath for guide, this divine 
a1: by ice- Trkenefs, doch all the good tothe world by ſimple - ſplendour - which Divines: call the light of Glory 
108-20 eel d by being ſeen, +For by ſeeing, be gi- which is a quality infuſed into the underſtandings. 
berg een, [CEINg, ard by being ſeen, For by ſeeing, be gi ich 1s a quality 10 To erſtanding, 


\ Py 


Patt 4 ' 

Then God (all good) communicateth himſelf to 
this Soul enobled with ſuch a quality, not by ſome 
image or repreſentation, bur by irs very eſſence in. 
cimately united to the glorified underftanding , and 
from thence ; what followeth, but an admirable 
transformation ! The Soul is whelly abſorpr in fe- 
licity : and , as a ſmall drop of water poured into 
the Sea, inſtantly takes the colour, and taſt of the 
Sea. So the Sonlss taſt js fully incbriated, and colou- 


The Paſſions of Envy, 
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nights in Oratories dedicated to God, as S; Luke 
obſerverh. - Is it not this cye the Prophet Jeremy 
meant, when he ſaid, 7 ſee a waking rod ? The In- z: wa 
terpreters think, he alluded to the Sceyter of the pone#end 


Kings of Egypr, which had an Eye peurtraycd upon »,, 
the top of + and that ſuch was the Scepter and Hier, 4,223 
power of eſs for our ſakes, a power notharſh 
and imperious, but ſweet and charitable : which 


ſpentir ſelf. without waſt in the watches wherein ic 


red with the Divinity : it is almoſt no longer in its 10 perſevered for our ſalvation. Otbers , following 


ſelf, but becometh wholly like ro God, not by na- 

ture but by participation, we know ( ſaith $, Fohy ) 

an Nag, when we ſhall ſee him, we ſhall be like bim.And S.Gre- 
Hm». © gory Nazianzen darcth to callit God. And as we 
have two principal parts of the ſoul to content , the 

. Underſtanding and the Will : ſo God all benign a. 
bundantly ſatisfiech them, making thirher to ſtream, 

as by two Dugs of glory, all the delights and con- 
rentments proportioned to their condition. For 


the Hebrew letter, inſtead ofa waking Rod, read a 179 
twig of an Almond-tree , which firit of all other \ 
Trees, flouriſheth, and expeterh not the Snmmer 

to tell us news of the Spring. $0 the eye of eſs, ſo 

ſoon as it began to excrciſc the funtions of life, was 

ſeen all in bloſſom, and in an amorous aſpe for us, 

In bloſſom, when at his arrival, he cauſed the An- 

gels to ſing the Hymn of Glory and peace , of 
Glory to God, and of Peace ro men. In bloſſom, 


the underſtanding which naturally deſirech ro know, 20 when, at the age of twelve years he ſo ſweetly dar- 


is illuminated by a moſt excellent knowledge of 
things the moſt hidden which it ſeeth in God ( as 
in an incomprehenſible Mirrout ) and feeth them, 
not in the manner of the wiſe men of the world, 
who flutter round about Sciences, as little Flies a- 
bout Lamps that finge their wings, and make their 
romb in the flames : but it ſeeth them with a viſion 
ſublime, calm, and delicious; which giveth to the 
Will ( that is made to love ) amorous eagerneſs, e- 


ted forth beams in the Temple of his Father, In 
bloſſom, when, from the rop of a Mountain, he loo- 
ked on his poor famiſhed people who wandred 
through the Defarrs, as Sheep deprived of their 
ſheepherd. In bloſſom, when he {tayed upon fo 
many miſerable bodies, detained by incurable ma- 
ladies, to give them health, O Eye of 7eſas ! Eye of 
the Nazareas | always flouriſhing and blown for 
the comfort of Mortals. 


Avidi, & yer defiring, andever baving what it defirecth, O 30 I fay, inthe ſecond place, this Eye ſparkled when 


—y! 4 what miracles doth the eye of God (enkindling with 
bent defiae- One ſole aſpeRt of many Divinities) when it maketh 
ro iz, TO many bleſſed ones, like unto it ſelf ! as if the Sun 
» Hymn. de riſing ſhould,in the Heavens, create a million of lit- 
gone T4 tle Suns; and on earth, an infinity of Diamonds : all 
=” - which ſhould bear the image of this brighr Star. 
All thoſe bleſſed ones illuſtrated by this aſpeR 
(albeic they ſhine diverſly according te each one's 
merit ) are ſo far from enyy, recciving the flames 
of eternal Goodneſs, that ever 
are nor the felicity of his companion , or the accompliſh- 
Non evie 15. Ment Of his own. There you ſhall hear no Fcech of 
ti aliqus PV) oceaſioned by inequality of felicity, where the #u- 
Atta, ion of Charity ſhall eternally reign. Gotothen, O 
riatis, «4; thou Envious,O thon malign Man ! God hath made 
regnaz #- thee to his likeneſs, to carry, as he, (in proportion) 
i oo” rays of love and compaſſion in thy eys, towards 
Ang», men ; and thou there beareſt gall, bloud, and poy- 
ſon. Nay, ſo far art thou otherwiſe, thatifir were 


The blel- 
ied al- 
though 
unequall 
in glory 


"x" , : 145, © 
one accounteth 4o Angel of the living God, who was as a Centinel, in aumran; 


he was to give the example of zeal ( which it beho- 
ved him to have ) the honour of his heavenly Fa- 
ther : then it was when he was armed with terrours 
and lightnings , to caſt aſtoniſhment into wicked 
ſouls, and to deliver thoſe from their tyranny who 
thereby were oppreſſed : There was [ern I know net 1219 , 
what of glittering and flaming to Sparkle from his eqs, os 
and the Majeflty of a Divinity did ſpine on his face ; rum /adia- 
faich S.?erom. Have you heretotore confidered the '& ** © 


- 


the great flaming pillar of fire which led the 1/ra. 24f 
elites in the paſſage of the red Sea > Have vou ob. m=_ gr 
ſerved, how (placed juſt inthe midſt of two Armies, = 21=. 
the one whereof was of the people of God, and the 

orher of the Egyptians) he darted rays oi favour on £99 16 
the heads of the EleR, which were all lighted with a” 
Ccleftial light, notwithſtanding the thick da: kneſs 

of the Egyptian night;apd zt the ſame time he threw 

on Pharach's Diadem ard on his warlike Horſes the 


in thy power to. make benefits to grow from thy 5o avenging Dart of God's anger, to involve them in 


aſpedts,thou wouldſt rather deſire the eye of a Baſi- 
lisk, to poyſon, burn, and conſume the eſtate and 
perſon of thy Neighbour, () miſerable Owle , 
where wilt thou find waters ſtrong enough to waſh 
a ſtain ſo criminally oppoſite to the ſovereign boun- 
ty of the Creatour, 


$6. The merciful Eye of Jeſus ſerves for an Auti- 
dote againſt all ſorts of Envy... 


ho eye of Et us next conſider the fecond Model ; and if 
+ we be ſtung by the birings of Envy, ler us caſt 


ſparkling . our eys upon Feſns Chriſt, as heretofore did the J/- 
weepiES» +aclites On the brazen Serpent , to free themſelves 
_ _ from Serpents of fire. The eye of Jeſs was a gentle 


eye, andeye of love, of compaſſhion,and of mercy, 


which opened ( as the Gates of the Eaft) to ler in 
day-light, and the ſpirit of life. It always bad in our 
cauſe the fymproms which Phyſicians gavea ſick eye, 


remedilels miſcry ?- $0 the eye of our Lord hath al- 
ways bebeld ( and at this day likewiſe doth Jovingly 


"behold) ſuch as fear his holy name, and do tremble 


out of the reverence they bear to his Divine Ma- 
jeſty : bur as for perverſe fouls, v;ho have hands ar- 
med againſt Heaven , be hath ſparklings ſharp and 
quick, which are the meſſengers ot his juſtice, As for 
thee ( Libertine ) this ſparkling ey ; for thee ( Far- 
py ) for thee ( bloudy Devil ) tor thee wicked creg- 


60ture') it throws forth ſparks of fire which in this 


life will begin to burn thy ſinful ſoul ; *ut. as for 
ſouls {(chaſt and loyal) he hath ſweer influences, and 
mercies. In the laſt place, I likewiſe ſay, to ſhew 
the benignity of this eye, that ic was almoſt always 
weeping , anddroppirg for us in tears a thouſand 
times more pretious then thoſe of Myrrhe. O whac 
rears were thoſe of Feſws} 7eſits was the Firma- 
ment which divided waters from waters, heavenly 
tears from carthly tears, And ſeeing Interpreters 


which is, to watch, to ſparkle, and to weep: yea , 70 ſay, that the maſs of waters was divided irito two 


the eye of the Saviour of theWorld was to watch in- 


ſubſtances, whereof the one,congealing into abrighr 


ceſfantly for our Salvation, even to the paſſing of Chryſtal, made Heaven? and the other, remain- 
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to tear away this frantick love , this troubleſome 
cuntoſity, this eaſineſs to believe tales, this raſhneſs 
of judgment, and all.that which fomenteth paſſion , 
then to raiſe matter of Laughter, of Comedies, and 
Tragedies , todefile _ conſcience, betray your 
bed,diſhonour your children,and ruine your houſe? 


inp on the earth,made the Sea , 1 may ſay, the tears 
0 

as t 
| but onrs are ſalt, bitter, and ſtorm like the Sea, 7e- 
ſr yer walking on the earth was, towards the 
wicked and proud , a mount Sinai , which roared, 
thundred, Jightned, and ſeemed to be as the Char- 
riot of the God of Hoſt+,but in reſpe& of the miſe- 
ries of the earth, and the pains likewiſe which wait- 


{ſm wereall Chryſtal'ine, and wholly celeſtial, 
1at Palace of God, which we ſee over our heads; 


ſed not to make the waters ſtream forth in the 
ſpring, which iſſued from the ſnows wherewith the 
winter had wholly covered it. 7eſus the crue Leba- 


{fin de non,in whiteneſs of innocency: 7eſm the true Leba- 
pra 4214 , yo, in the continual waters of his eys,which can no 


#:x Liban! 


Hicere 18. 


In diebus 


more be dried up then the fountains of Lebaney. 
Zeſws alſo the true Lebanon, in the ſweetneſs of the 
odours of his eternal ſacrifice. He burnt as the in- 
cenſe of Lebansy, and diſſolved as the ſnow of Le- 


Fire to enkindle our love, water to waſhour fins : 
O how theſe waters have quenched the flames of 
the ſword of the Cherubim, able to burn all the 
earth with the fire of Juſtice ! O how ſweetly di- 
{tilled thefe tears for us on the day of his birth, 
when he moiſtned the clouts of his poverty ! O how 


cami;ſus Often have thefe rears bathed his eys in the ſacrifice 


preces ſuy- 
plica"roveſ- 


que 19 


clamore va- 
lido & la 
chryms of 


of prayer | O how pitifully theſe tears bedewed the 
pomp of his triumph, when he wept over miſerable 


T hou envious, and jealous creature ! what doſt 


thou anſwer to this eie of our celeſtial Father,which 
cauſcth by ſeeing, Eſſence and Grace, and by being 
ed on ſinners, he was a Mount Lehaxoy that cea- 10 ſeen producerh heaven ? What doſt thou anſwer to 
this eye of 7c, waking, ſparkling, and weeping 
for thee ? Wilt thon yet have an eye of the Bafilisk 
to ſcorch plants,, break Nones and kill men? Ah 
thou puſllanimous thing ! to be envious againft thy 
neighbour for a good which thou haſt not ; and 
which thou with exceſſive paſsion deſireſt. Thou 
doſt envy profit, thou envieſt credit, honour,riches, 
and the talent of nature, and all which thy jealous 
heart beholdeth. Thou wilt not (fait thou) bereave 
banon ,, at the ſame time, giving us fire and water , 2© others, but doſt only complain of the want thou 
findeſt in thy ſelf, And how knoweſt thou whether 
theſe bleſsings ( thou feekeſt for, with deſires as ar- 
dent as fire ) Would not be preat evils unto thee ? 
How knoweſt thou whether-in proſperity and a- 
bundance thou mighteſt not loſe thy ſelf with in- 
graticude, forgetfulneſs of God, arrogance,and ſin? 
How know 
world hath net expreſly deprived thee of theſe 
temporal favonrs, to aſſure thy predeſtination ? 


thou whether the Saviour of the 


Jeruſalem ! O how efficacious were theſe tears , , , Ceaſe ro envy, that, which God will not give thee. 


when le offered them for us in the bloudy Sacrifice 


feren« ex- Of the Croſs, and rendred up his ſweet ſoul into the 


aulitus eft 


pro ſua re 


wVerenitd. 


hands of his heavenly Tather, bleeding, and weep- 
ing, and looking this laſt time on the earth in his 


Heb. 5.7- mortal converſation, to lift it up to Heaven! 


rutins qui? 
alienas &a- 


d. 7. A DeiteFtaticn of Envy. 


JF 7 11! we not then enter into the joy of God 


Ah ! Thou on the other ſide, to be perpetually ar. 
gving with God about the proſperity of ſnners,and 
out of petty infidelities to waver inthe belief of his 


holy Providence. Ignorant of celeſtial bleſsings, and 


ſtupid admirer of the bread of dogs ! who ſceſt not 


that ell theſe favours are rough obligations , and 
rich puniſhments, which will rather increaſe the 
miſery of the wicked, then leſſen their pain. God 
promiſeth thee a Kingdom if thou be faithful ; and 


'V by participation of the joys and proſperities 40 thou longeſt for the diſhes which ſinners feed on at 
Me a Of men , whence we ſhall take a holy ard magnifi- 
bundar vir- cent poſſeſſion in the quiet we ſhall find in our 


hearts , perſwading our ſelves that that ſaying is 


ma, Plin, moſt true, That he who loveth virtues in another, 


Jun, m E- 


pſt. ad 
Cornel. 


I Per. I, 


Dionec. t- The other hath in $. Deng, left us in writing this 


= Royal Sentence, which faith, Zove 35 the greareſt, 


d: Myf. 


Ties. 


bath them abundantly in him{elf ? There is not any 
way more ſhort or honourable to felicity , then to 
arrive thither by a contentment taken in the bappi- 
neſs of onr likes. In wiſhing their hart, we reſcm- 
ble the Thunderbolt, which to ſtrike a Rock, 


the table of the world , even tearing one another 
with a thouſand torments , and as many diſturban- 
ces. And thou on the other {ide,wicked as thou art, 
not only to envy the good of thy neighbour, but to 
deſire , and work his hurt with impatient madneſs, 
one while biting his reputation, another while hin. 
dring his good; one while deliberately wiſhing his 
death, and another while having direful enterpriſes 
upon his life : what canſt thou expe from this in. 


breaks the cloud that bred it , weruine our ſelves 5 fernal paſs:on, bur an eterral damnation ? Wouldft 


by our proper labours , and profit not but by the 
Jaſtice our puniſhment. But by loving in an 0- 
ther, that which others envy, we ſhall become ab- 
ſolutely rich, and totally powerful in the Kingdom 
of perte&t love. Let us not fatishe our ſelves with 
riot eevying any , and totake pleaſure in the go9d 
ſucceſs of pood men , bur let us have an eye of af- 
fections, a liberal hand, anda heart wide open to 
the exerciſe of charity , always remembrins two 


thou know whom thou are like? Behold (I pray) in 
Hiſtories the Mount Atxa which rends and throw- 
eth forth its all-inflamed entrails, as if ic wonld 
ſcorch and conſume the flowers, which in the mean 
time flouriſh upon its trop. Thou ceaſeſt not to cry 
out, to florm, to thunder againſt this man ; Thou 
c:{telt forth fire and flames from thy throat , with 
which ir ſeems thou art reſolved to vomit up thy 
heart infeted with poyſon. What getteſt thou by 


raredocnments given by two great Apoſtles, S. Pe- 60 this brutiſh fury ? This man whom, thou would(t 


ter and ©, Barth)/omew. 

The fir{t reache:hus that the virginity of the ſou] 
conſiſteth in brotherly love, Rendring (faith he) 
your ſouls chaſte in the obedience of charity, inthe bro- 
therly love , Whith you ought mutually to preſerve. 


*Azdmy and leaſt Theology, becauſe all is abbreviated inthis 
Yr wn great Word, Who is it then would enter into the 


ſwallow alive, by the permiſſion of God ſhall flou- 
riſh over thy head. 


Part 4, ” ; 


LeruSgo , letus goto ſeek in Zadeafor the cru- 5,741, ni. 
el brothers of 7oſeph , and let us ſhew them the in- »mphont 


nocent, not any longer groaning under the weight 
of fetters, but borne on the wings of glory , and 
mounted upon the Chariot of Pharach.,-in a habit 
full of Vajeſty , and ina pomp which dazleth the 
eyes of thoſe, who have now no other wordin 


<5 x3 2x- Hell of Jealouſie , to rob himſelf of all the joys of ,Q their monthes but "Abrech , Abrech , which was 
o>x0yig, Clalte marriage, and to live like 7xios on the wheel 
:xe5451. Of an eternal torment ? Were is not much better, 


at Acclamation of Joy., by which the People ac- 
knowledged him , as the Father and Protectour 


mavger 
the enra- 
ged envy 
of hit b:0- 
there, 


of 


k - 
: 


- 


- on " 
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PEthys | 
of all Egypt, Abrech, Abrech. O wretches | know 

Gen. 3, 19. You this man? This is he, of whom you ſaid, Be- 
hold «ur Lord, come let us kill him. 

Look well upon him , this is he, whom you in- 
humanely did deſpoil of his garments, to 'imbrew 
them in the bloud of beaſts, and repreſent them to 

- your deplorable Father, to give bim the ſtroke of 
death. Acknowledge your own bloud , this is he, 
whom you threw into the bottom of an old Ciſtern, 


V*; The Paſrions of Milduep, 


Nog 627, 
Bend your knee with all the people who adgre him, 
and ſay,O caitif Envy,the Hang-man of the envious! 
mayſt thou never find any habitation but in hell, 


. whence thou firſt cam'ſt to trouble the peace of men. 


Heavenly Father, beſeech thee by that Eye which 
createth Heayen, and (thou word Incarvate) by 
that Eye which hath wept ſo many tears of whHin | 
ſion and love over us, baniſh this fury from our 
hearts,and make thy holy charities there to flouriſh, 


and banquetted over his head. Deteſt your fury , ro which ſhall by us for ever be as much adored, as 


This is he whom you did fell to the Amalekites , 
Behold what your envy hath brought” him to! 


— —— 


DI cons 


they have been to mankind profitable, who bath no 
ſubliſtance but in thy mercies, 


The fourteenth Treatiſe, of MILDNESSE and COMPASSION. 


$.1. The preat Miſeries of Man make Compaſſion neceſſary in the world, 


Eaven is repleniſhed with SanRities, and 
Felicities , with ſanQities without blemiſh- 

- Bes, with felicities without diſaſters : and 
hell is filled with ordures and miſeries , Ordures, 
which never are waſhed off, miſeries, which are 
without end, Bur this world wherein we live, as it 
bath ſanRities which are not without hazard, and 
Felicities which cannot be without change : ſoit 
bath ſins waited on by pardon, and miſeries com- 


Deum extrye 


ed for bis ruine. And yet we muſt truly ſay that of - peek 


all the evils of man,thereis not any worſe then man, <vi! 1b*n 
It is he who cauſeth wars and ſhipwracks,murtherg **"* 
and poylons , he who burneth houſes,and whole Ci- 

ties ; he who maketh Wilderneſſes of the moſt flon- 
riſhing Provinces, he who demolliſheth the foun- 
dations of the moſt famous buildings; he who redu- 

ceth the greateſt riches to nakedneſs , be who put. 

teth Princes into fetters, who. expoſeth Ladies to 


f: efsci, cxe- forted by remedies , yet againit iniquities God hath 1 o diſhonour, who thrufts the knife into the throats 


atwris omni- G1 en US penance,and againſt calamities,mercy.God 
wm prov” 1n heaven produceth another God,notin ſubſtance, 
S. Maxi- but jp perſon, and on earch.a ſecond image of him- 
_ ſelf, wluch is this divine mercy.1t is an infinite good- 
neſs of the Father of nature and grace,to have here 
below ſeared this excellent paſtion,to the end great 
,. maladies might not be without great medicines. 
Men oft Of all living creatures there is none more miſe- 


miſerable rable thenMan,nor is there any likewiſe mere mer- 
ot all crea- 


of the people, who not content with ſo many man- 
ner of deaths, dayly inventeth new to force out a 
ſoul by the violence of torments, by as many bloudy 
gates, as it receiveth wounds. Good God ! what 
doth not man againſt man, when he hath once re- 
nounced hamanity? Now, what remedy would there 
be in ſo great and horrible confuſions which make a 
hell of the earth?were it not thatGod hath given us 
this wholeſome mercy,which it ſeems is come from 


2- cifull then Man,whbilſt he is man, and that he deſpoil 20 heaven to unlooſe our chains, to wipe away our 
rures,!o he 4 


3s the met not himſelf of that which God hath made him, to 
meccliull. dg that which ought never to be ſo much as thought 
on. And if he forget Mildneſs, and Compaſſion, 
which is naturall to him, our ſovereign Creatour 
reacheth it him by his own miſeries. Alas ! How 
can one man harden his heart one againſt another ? 
on what ſide ſoever he look, he ſeeth the tokens of 
his infirmities , and ſcarce can he go a ſtep but he 
finds a leſſon of humility againſt his vanities. If he 


conſider what is above him , he beholdeth the hea- 30 


vens and the 2ir, which ſo waſte dndchange his life, 
that (yet) without them, he cannot hive : If he caſt 
his eye round about him,and under his feet; he ſees 
waters, which in moiſtening him,rot him;and eatth, 
which being ſpread as a Table before his eyes, fails 
not to ſerve him. tor a Tombe. 

Ir is a ſtrange thing that even evils are neceſſiry 
for him, and that he cannot overſlip things which 
kill him, Smclling,tafting, meat and drink fleep and 


tears,to ſweeten our acerbities,repair our loſſes,and _ _ 
re- beautifie our felicities ! Afercy tilleth the fields of 0, 
heaven,and had it nit deſcended on earth,all which God 

did,had been leſt (ſaith the golden mouthof the weſt.) 


Q. 2. The Eſſence of Compaſsion, and how it findeth 


place in hearts the moſt generens. 


Id (then) hath cauſed Compaſſion to grow ae” 
our hearts as a Celeſtial infpiration,which ſtir. this paſ- 
reth up the will to ſuccour the miſeries of another . #92- 
and taketh its ſource (as Theology obſerverh)from 
a dillike we conceive out of the conſideration of a 
certain diſſent and diforder which we fee in civil 
life, when we behold a man like unto vs according 
to nature, ſo diffcrentin quality, and ſo ill handled 
by the miſhap of the accidents of life. Therce ic 
comes tO paſs that all good fouls have tender hearts, 
and eſpecially ſuch as know what worldly miſcries 


repoſe, do with his life what Pexelope did with her 40 are (as learned men,and thoſe who have bad experi- 


web : what one hour makes, another unmakes 3 and 
the yay ſources of the greateſt bleſſings are found 
to be wholly infeted with mortall poyſon. Burif 
man come to examine himſelf, he tinds he hath a 
body frail,naked,diſarmed, begging of all creatures 
expoſed to all the injuries of elements,of beaſts,and 
men; and there is not a hand ſo lixtle, which ſtrives 
not violently to pull off his skin, Reat,cold,drouth, 
tnoiſture,labour maladies,old age,exerciſe him: and 
ithe think to take a little repoſe 
eth him : Ifhe enter farther into himſelf, he meet- 
eth a ſpirit ſaſtned to thebFnk of his lips, which is 
invaded by an army of paſſiogs,ſo many times fleſh 


ence of them)and who think they may alſo feel them 
io the uncertainty of life and condition of hamane 
things. The bowels of mercy open with ſome ſweet- 
neſs1n the evils which nearly touch us; namely, when 
we ſee perſons innocently qualified, delicate, well 
diſpoſed , _ to fallinro great calamities and ruines of 
fortune, Honourable old men ill uſed; ourg people 
ſnatched away in the flower of their age,& beauty, 


Ladies deſpiſed and diſhonoured,afMiftions withoar 
7 idlench corupt. 59 remedies , or remedies that come too late, when the 
im 


evil is ended : and moreover, when thoſe aiflited 
perſons ſhew conſtancy and generoſity in their af. 
fiction, it penetrateth into the deepeſt gpprehenfi. 

” OSS 3 Ong 
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THE HOLY COURT” 


ons of the Soul, Yetwe {till find, among fo many ' 

ob jeQs gf miſeries, hearts which baye no compalſii- 

on, and (as if they were made of R ocks or Anvils) 

are never mollified with the ſufferings of morrtals, 

This proceeds in ſome, from a great ſtupidity, from 

a nature very ſavage : in others, from a harrownels 

of heart cauſed by ſelf-love, which- perpetually 

keeps them buſied within themſelves, never going 

forth to-bebold the miſeries of another : .1n fome, 

from long proſperities,which make them forget the 
condition of men : in others, from the nature of a 
Hangman who takes delight in bloud, in fire, ard 

«.n..; inall borrid things. Such kind of men think Na- 
O="* cca. ture did them wrong, in not having given them 
elry. the horn of a Rhinoceros, the paws ot Bears, the 
. throat of a Lion, the teethof Tygers, to cruſh, to 

uail, to deyour and tear men in pieces, They 

| , by a curſed induſtry, that, which by nature 

flech them. They make themſelves mouths of 
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Heaven , and notan effe@ of 'his own: diſpoſition. 
There is ſome touch of Divinity in good vatures : 
and God hath always been pleaſed that they who 
neareſt -approach to bim , ſhould be the moſt hu- 
mane. , The firſt Images of, the Saviour of the . 
world, were ordinarily painted in. the form of a rp 
Lamb, and it was likewiſe a Lamb of God which 32. Done: 
repreſented bim in Great Ciſtantixe's Tot, and” 


. . tificitus | 
which poured forth the water of Baptiſt ; to ſhew «t prin 


7 © us that the fountains of his Bounty ran throughout 2ofi® 


the whole Church, The Holy Ghoſt hath never " 
been ſeenin the form of an Eagle or of a Hawk, but 
of a Dove 3 to ſtamp on our manners the impreſli- 
ons of his bounty. It is an inſupportable thing, 
when there is obſerved { even among thoſe 4 
approach neareſt to Altars, and who conſecrate the 
Lamb of God in their hands) ſome to be of imperi- 
ous ſpirits, and wills inflexible, who torment poor 
Subjetts , and make them g. oan under their Com- % 4m 


fire by the means of flaming Furnaces, and boyling 20 mands. They reſemble Semirams who on her Cleri ſod 


Caldrons : hands, by theinvention of tron hooks , 
arms, with combs of ſteel : fingers, with Scorpions, 
andfeet with the claws of wild beaits. You would 
fay, theſe are men compoſed of the inftruments of 
all corments , or rather Devils crept into humane 
bodies to create a Hell on Earth. Such. are thoſe 
Tonoes of }aponia, who ſtudy to ſaw, to hack a- 
ſunder, to beat, and bray in a Morter the courage 
of Chriſtans, thinking the greateſt marks of their 
power to beScaffolds and Gibbets, where are pra- 
Gifcd inventions of Devils to draw life, drop atter 
drop, out of a miſerable body. 

But not ſpeakingat this/preſent of theſe extre.- 
mities of cruelty whicharife out of Hell : it is evi. 
dent thar the bardneſs of heart, and the harſhneſs 
of a nature devoid of Compaſlion, is a Monſter in 
Humane Nature, All great Souls have ( I know 
not what ) tincture of goodneſs , which rendreth 
them pliant ro the aftlictions of ſuch as ſuffer, Ic 


Banners bare a Neve, which in its beak held a blou- forms [44 
dy Sword, as meanimg to ſay , That under a wo. 3 4 
man's face, ſhe had the courage and ſtern violence 

of tyrants. $o their name, their character, and 1 ?et- 51. 


£UErIT &a- 


degree, teftifieth nought but mildneſs, bur their ; 


wur ad on 


manners are full of rigour and acerbity , which pun »o- 
wound hearts even to bloud. This happeneth to £797 */< 


cie gladu (9- 


many our of a certain ſtupidity, in ſuch fort, that it /un4«. 
ſeems they ent. ing into office, at that inſtant drink Her 45-6 


IfFOUur 


39 Of the water of forgerfulheſs, which in them blot- mity:com- 


teth out the-memory of all they were, to become eh per- 
that.which they ought never to be, They forget _— — 
their inferiours are men, who put their pretioug li- 1:5 cavics 
berty (ro wit a goodineſtimable) into their hands 33%e*® 
as a pledge, ard that they muft very skilfully handle * 
them, there being not a creature in all nature more 

tender or more ſenſible then the King of Creatures. 

They conſider not that the power of one man over 


another, isa thing which is always ſomewhat ſuſpe- 


is a feeling which God hath poured into the maſs 40 Red by nature on whar ſide ſoever it come, and that 


of Mankind, and which he would have communica- 
ted by the prime men of the world, to all poſteri- 
| ty. The tradition ofthe Hebrews boldeth,that the 
ur rang Patriarch Noah recommendeth mildneſs even a- 
mea. =mong beaſts, accounting it a capitz| Crime to tear 
off a member ofa living beaſt, Ard the moſt ſ-5e 
Fatiw Common-Weilths have walked in the ſame ways, 
Re g. fince, that, of Athens condemned to death a yours 
Child , who took delight to prick out the eyes of 
Crows, and having made them blind, let them fly 
for his paſtime : It judged this heart was baſe and 
bloudy, and practiſed irs firſt Apprentiſhip of cru- 
elcy upon Firds, to exerciſe it one day upon men. 
The Carthaginians publickly condemned a very in- 
Cuſtrions C1iizen for no other caute but for having 
made a Lion'tractable, ſuppoſing that,a man who 
had ſo great converſation among wild beaſts would 
loſe ailhe hod humane in him, and put on the man- 

ners of a Tyrant, 

What can thoſe anſwer tothis call of Nature, 
whoare aſhamed to compaſſionate their Neigh- 
bours , ſccing pity extends it felf even to beaſis ? 
They fear, that by ſhewing compaſſion it may be 
thought their courage therby is greatly effeminate, 
& ſee not that to ſeem valiant, they ceaſe to be men. 

| Conquerours have wept over their Laurels, as 
Comp uot all verdant, blaming the juſt rigour of their 
courages. Arms, albcir, they could not hate the glory. ar- 
celtus deſired to quench the coals of the City Syra- 


it mult be pratifed inſenſibly, fo that the fleſh be 
rzther caſt into a ſlumber, then irritated, To 0- 
thers, it comes from a moſt refined pride, which be- 
ing urder the SubjeRtion of a Superiour, kept ir ſelf 
clole in the interiour of the Soul, a Serpent inchan- 
ted, and faſt aſleep; bur ſo ſoonas he ſees himſelf 
armed with a Sword of Authority,he cuts with both 
edges, not ſparing any one, as if the great myſtery 
of making a dignity valuable, were to encorpals it 


o with all the Enſigns of terrour. Some are not of a pri« is 


bad nature, and do reſenible the Sea, which is not ©: 
by nature falc ; bur the Sun tirreth vp unto it ya. 
pours, cold, dry, and terreſtrial, which beirg burnt 
by hear, ſpread themſelves on the ſuperficies of the 
water, ard cauſe faltnes : fe theſe lights of Autho- 
rity which inviron a man raiſe ſrcoaks inhim, which, 
being not well tempered by prudence leave a bitter 
imprettion on manners,communicating ſome hangh- 
tinefs to words and converſation. It 1s gotren in 0- 


60 faers by a long aflidvity of ſuperiority,which rs the 


c:uſe that beholding themſelves perpetually wi:h a 
heed of gold, and a breaſt of filver , they confider 
not that being in ſome ſort like to Nebachaducz- 
24r's Statue, they yet have feer of clay. Others 
come ihereunto, by an indiſcreet zeal,& out of ſmail 
experience of humane things,who are noſooner r#i- 
{-d un'o ſome degree; but rhey talk ofreforc ation, 
of corre&ion, oi chaſtiſements : ard to ſee them, you 
would ſay,they were ſo many Archimedes who ſeek 


c::{a with his tears. Tir ſeeing the City of Ferw- 70 f0r a place out of the world, to ſet foot in,of purpoſe 


ſalem all covered with dead bodies, found his heart 
much ſofcned therewith, proteſting it was an at of 


ro.turn the whole world topſy-turvie, Their power 
is not always anſwerable to their purpoſe, makes 
them 


 "rime gentle inequality in their manners, 

-  {braſt Corda. That is which Saint Gre- 
0554.1 Lory the great obſerved in Abbot Urbicm, , ſaying, 
«d vrvicam that his Monaſtery.,was in diſtemper ,, becauſe 


ſome, 
ling the reſt with im- 


made himſelf unequal; one while flattering 
and another while rep l 


have a very good conſcience, ,and whoſe manners 
are rigid , and they be notrimprudent, but they 
have ſnch a deſire to frame the.whole world w 
their humour, that out ofthe affiduity of their ad- 
monitions they render. themſelves ſomewhat bu: - 
thenſome to their inferiours, and authorize the ſay. 
"Molefs ing of that Ancient , who affirmed an honeſt man 
ſarcne v7 was a great burthen. There are natures, like to 
put Joan. Caper- ſhrubs, which grow worſe by too much m:- 
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ns1 A deth Corps du The beau 
in th unfrequented Wilde fles, a "Map bois 
ce in , protect ara 7 rare hap iq Mildoeſs, | 
affairs', ſucceſsin hisenterpriſcs , proſperity in his 
houſe; vehheration abroad ,- and admiration among 


Forreign ns. When he fleeps, a million of 
es wake for him; a million ot mouths openat 
- altars to carry thanksgivings to God for the fa. 


vours he received from heaven : and were he not . 


meaſarable anger. Laſtly ; there are others who 19 in his Throne , all his Subje&ts wonld make ſteps 


to mount up unto it, His 
Joys are pure\,- his pleaſures innocent , his repaſts 
without ear of poylon , his repoſe dreadleſs , his 
life a miracle, and his memory a bleffing. But 
what a ſpeRacle. is it to ſee Tyrants cloſe hidden 
like old Owls in perpetual nights ; with a mind be- 
ſer with borrid fantafies, filled with ſuſpicions, ſei- 
zed by diſtruſt , for whom Thunders ſeem to roar, 
and tor whom Heaven ſeems to prepare all its 


Horrour of 
Cruelty, 


of their bodies Ne: 


Euſebium- nariNg, and are mach better being left to the good- 20 Thunderbolts ! What a horrour is it ro ſee them 


neſs of their own nacure. 


Q. 3. Xoderate Severity is nece([Ir in Government, 
but it onght to be free from Creelty. 


T muſt of neceffity. be acknowledged that they 

who govern States and CSmmon- wealths ſtand 

in need of ſeverity in ſo great a cOrruption of mens 
manners ; there being almoſt nothing ſo pitiful as 

the goodneſs of a Prince difarmed, who ſerves for a 

burr to reproaches , 
Senatour Froxton , who had experience of many 
Kingdoms , ſaid it was a miſerable kind of life to 

live under an Emperour who permitted nothing ; 

but much more wretched likewiſe was the eſtate of 

fuch as live under a Prince who permitted all; as it 

pion. is happened in the time of Nerva, who cauſed thoſe 
Nerra. * men to fit near him that had conſpired againſt him, 
and preſented them ſwords to give the blow, and 

asked them whether they were ſharp enough, His 


come 1n publick, cloathed wich Iron, and deſpoiled 
of the peoples affeRions! To ſee them tear their 
members inthe corments of their Subjes ; to ſuck 
in bloud, to break bones; to make terrours to 
march before them, and after them maſſacres |! 
What honours it for them to be hated like plagues 
and poyſons , to make a Hell of their life,” a ] y- 
ranny of their manners, and a publick vow of their 
death ? Laftly,the divine Providence (which ſarp- 


and a ſport for infolency. The 30 neth the ſword of Juſtice with the tears of the mile- 


rable ) falls on their heads ; ſome have been con- 
ſumed by ſtrange maladies; others have been a- 
bandoned to the fury of people; maſſacred by a 
thouſand hands, puniſhed with a thouſand deaths, 
dragged over lJay-ltalls, buried in dunghils, even 
ſtones and mctals have been puniſhed, which had no 
other Crime but to be inſculped with their fea- 
tures; Their life hath been a reproach , their me. 
mory, the butt of all maledictions. All this is not 


over-faint goodneſs, which could not engage itſelf 40 of power to teach vs , that there is not any thing ſo 


ro puniſh any , made men almoſt to delire' the 
rule of the moſt cruel; good men being unable to 
endure to be equalized with the molt diffolute. 
Needs mult Juſtice hold its place, to cut off rotten 
members, to repreſs the inſolent, and to make ho- 
neſt men live inthe ſweetneſs of repoſe, Butirt be- 
ins very hard to find this divine temperature which 
is between ſoftneſs and too much ſeverity , it is al- 
ways far better to lean towards Mildneſs , then to 
incur the leaſt ſuſpition of Cruelty, 

Cardinal Petrus Damian, ſeeing himſelf one day 
very civilly entreated by ihe Pope, and at the ſame 
time menaced by his Arch-deacon Hildebrand,who 
was a moſt ſevere Cardinal, anſwered according to 
Plutarch's Fable,that heat diſpoyled more then the 
North-wind. Theſe ftormy ſpirits are not always 
the moſt efficacious, 1r is not ſparkling flames, but 
inviſible hears which melt metals , and ſweeteſt in- 

fluences are thoſe which cauſe the greateſt effeRs in 
1i.1s- total Nature. Our Saviour, in the Prophet E/ay,is 
called a Rod, and a flower, to correct ſome, and 
comfort others ; but never is he termed a ſword to 

kill and deſtroy. Power , which is given by God, 

- ought ro be managed according to his intentions , 
7 as we cannot but ſee on all ſides the effeRs of his 
bounty ; ſo it is not lawfnl for a man to defile the 


Lib. I. CP. 
16. 


Characer of the Nivinity by rigoursinſapportable. 


O what a brave thing ic is to poſſeſs a great King- 
dom in the hearts of men by bounty and munift- 
eence ! to make one ſelf a Throne of peace,to which 
love raiſethan erernal Baſis, on which God raineth 
from above with full hand an infinity of BenediRi- 


ſoyereign for the Government of minds as Mild- 
neſs and Compaſſion, 


Q. 4. The goodneſs of God beateth down the rigeur 


C f men. 


þ we be not fully convinced of this verity ; Let gemedics, 
us behold our firſt Model, againſt the intamy of 

this unnatural paſſion, and let us farit ſee the be- 

nignity of our heavenly Father in natural and civil 
50 lite; thence we will conſider the mercy of 7eſw in 

the life of Grace. God is ſovereignly g00d, as The- 

ology noterh, by.three ſorts of Goodneſles, of Na- 

ture, of Manners, and of Bounty : His Nature 


q « \"#.F| ide 
and bis Manners make him to appear good in him- farts, & 
ſelf: His Bounty our of bimſelt inſo many com- _— 


municationsas he imparteth to all Creatures. The,,,,; pope- 
Platoniſts ſard , he bad the underſtanding of a Fa. me, ſexver 
ther,and the heart of a Mother , to provide for the/*""5% 
great Family of the World : 8nd one of them, rapt = 
with the Conſiderations of his Bounties cried yg io 
As for thee, O Ged of Sanftity, Saviour, and Conſer- nem miſere- 
vatour of all Mankind ! thow baſt the heart of a 17 <<fm 
Mother , admirably to comfort the calamities of ſo j;,, me 
many miſerable mortals, and there is not a day,a reſt ,que uila, 
nor 4 moment , which 3s not repleniſhed with thy bene- 7,1"? 
fits, You would ſay he is perpetually bent upon the menwn 76 
care of the very lealt creatures , to give them the", re 
contentment and fatisfation they can derive from. 
their condition, He is in the feathers of the Pca- Apul. 11. 


. ' : Metamote 
& cock, to frame a Mirrour unto himſelf of his crain ,,.... 


60 


In the throat of Nightingales,there to make Mulick,, rbeolog 
in the innocent thefts of Bees , to lade them wich $&72%i © | 
KkKK 3 


a. Cap, Ty 
booty, 
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tributs, nee © 
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booty.in the Hnsbandry of Xhrs,to maintain them 
in War little 'TheAnthour of the Egyp- 
tian Thevdiy faith,that the Eternal Father,willing 
ro pleaſe all living Creatures, gave them bodies fa. 
ſhion'd to their kings and inchnations:and asthere 
are other inſtruments neceſſary for a Taylour, 0- 
thers for a Smith ; So he hach given other 'mem- 
bersto Lions , others, to Bulls ; others, to Fiſh- 
es, and Birds, He gives to a Lion (which is a-pre- 
dominant Beaſt) a Robuſtuous body, Eyes of light. 
ning, a'Roar of Thunder, a Gate Haughty, To 
Bulls, Horns to defend themſelves; 1o birds, a 
little head and a ſharp beak to cleave the air, fea- 
thers to cover them, wings to fly ; To fiſhes, a Tail 
to ſerve them for a Rudder, and little finnes to be 
unto them as Oars. , 
S. Baſil likewiſe obſerved, that this great Father 
ofa family diſtributerh to birds of prey a body fit 
to ſeck out for their living, and to ſuch asare of a 
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earth, from whence they inceſſantly derive an infi- 
nite numberof libera 
ſweetneſs and, beriigmty wherein altarsare perpe. 
tually covered with victimes ! | | 
What yrs Lox 6 life ; my make my lire 
in'peace, abundance andtranquillity > What good- 
Laws inſpireth he not into them'! what laudable in. 
{truRons ſuggeſteth he tot even to people adverſe 
to his honour ! what induftries, and what inventi- 


IO origin all ats 1- whatconveniencies in trade ! whar 


authority imprinteth he on the face of Kings and 
Magiſtrates ! what obedience he cauſeth inlcnſibly 
ts creep into the hearts of people, ſo that bloud- 
ſuckers, and murderers do alſo adore ſome rayes of 
Juftice ! And foraſmuch as he permirtteth poor and 
miſerable creatures in the world, (which ſeems to 
have ſome repugnance” with his bounty ; ) we ſee 
by experience, it is ſo neceſſary that we may ſay of 
them what the glorious Hama did in her Candle, 


more peaceable diſpoſition , members ſutable to 20 The poor of the Earth belong to God, and he hath 


their nature. So true it is that there is nothing in 
the world which is not repleniſhed with the wif. 
- dome of this great Maſter-workman. He provideth 
and armeth each one according to his Kinde ; Some 
have naturall arms to reſiſt ſuch as aſſail them , 0- 
thers have a maryellons promptitude to fly from 
that which is contrary to them ; others have an in- 
comparable dexterity to defend themſelves , ſome 
poize themſelves in the air with their feathers; o- 


laid the whole univerſe on their ſhoulders : with. 
out them , as would fail, induſtries would lan- 
geuiſh, the ſervices and benefits (which the rich de- 
rive from men-who are their likes) would wholly 
ceaſe , and, which is more, the two moſt eminenr 
virtues of the world (Mercy andPatience) would 
be baniſhed from the earth. Beſides, God hath 
an incomparable care of thoſe neceflitous people 
whom we think to be wholly abandoned. He hath 


thers grapple with their claws ; others fortifie 30 numbred their hairs, he hath taken the task to pre- 


themſelves with their horns :* and if there be ſome 

which ſerve as a- prey to the reſt, God ſupplieth 

this neceſſity with a very great fruitfulneſs which 

he affordeth thoſe poor little creatures expoſed to 

| the violence of the ſtronger. Thus diſconrſeth Za- 
Sy Fantizs, To conclude, There is not any creature 
#ant. 1. de fo little which beareth not his own Mill, his chim- 
«p;fcio D® ney, his habit, his ware, and his ſhop about him : 
*#** and, if this paternall Bounty continually open irs 


ſerve all their bones, he moiſteneth the dry bread 
of peaſants in taftefull ſweetneſs, he diverteth them 
from the apprehenſion of their miſeries, he fitteth 
them to their conditions, he comforteth their la. 
bours, he crowneth their patience. Laſtly, to ex- 
preſs the tenderneſs of God's mercy in a word, 


there isnot ſo much as our own tears from whence 
he doth not make us to draw ſweetneſs and conſo- 
lation, for our ſolace. O ineffable Bounty ! O 


hands to repleniſh all creatures with benediRtions . 40 greatneſs unheard of ! O inexhauſtible liberality 


what would it not do for man who ſo divinely an 
ſo happily buſierh the divine providence, and 1s the 
rule of all the reſt of che world / 

Ic were to enter into a vaſt Labyrinth of dif. 
courſes and reaſons, to repreſent at this time before 
our eyes, how this eterzall underſtanding maketh 
infinite many engines to concur in all the creatures 
of this great univerſe, to contribute to our benefit, 
our protection, and delight. I will onely expreſle 


one thing very conſiderable which he powerfully g 


doth above the ordinary nature of elements, to di- 
vert the inconveniencies of people, and to afford 
them favours beyond 21! humane hopes. Behold 


how under the torrid zone (which would other- - 


wiſe be inhabitable, by reaſon of exceſſive heats) 
he cauſech rain to fall ſo Commodiouſly, that he 
feems todiſtill it through a Limbeck in rule and 
meaſure! Behold, how in Egype, (when the Pha- 
raohs covered; the land with arms and.chariots a- 


Sainſt his people,) he made Vilas moſt gently to , 


overflow to ſappiy the want of rain, which (as it 
is ſ:id) never falls in that. Country ! We will alſs 
tell you what modern writers bave obſerved in cer- 
rain Iſlands, where there are neither Rivers nor 
Fountains for the uſe of the living; God gives then 
certain trees which (at-a time determinate by his 
«AY, Prouidence) fail not ro ſprinkle down water with 
#, 152. ſo much advantage, that the thirſt of man and beaſt 
Tp3y thereby is ſufficiently llaked > Who is he that con- 


enay- fidering all theſe works of nature will not cry out yo The earth (faith S. Ar-g,ſtine) expeReth liphr 


Sromes, that Godreally is (what [dere of Pelnfnm aid) 
&c, the common Magazine of all the people of the 


And can we then beholding this model have a hearc 
ſhut up againſt 'all manner of liberality ? what a 
horrour isit to ſee men burn with enraged avarice 
which ſticks to their bones as doth their marrow, 
and which ſhall fleep with them in their Tomb ! 


I. 5. The AMerrcies ef the Incarnate word are able 
to ſoftry the harſheſt hearts. 


Ut with what admiration is not the-heart of 
I man ſeized on, when he entreth into the great 
Abyſſes which are diſcoreredin the ſecond model, 
in the Oeconomy of our Redemption ? 
Have we any proof more manife!t then that 
which 1s fo well weighed by Saint Ax/c/m in theſe 
words ? What greater mercy) Can there be then to ſee nid miſe- 
a humane nature aeſpciled of the rebe of Hononr, «nd werdins n- 
of the aradem &f Glory, by a 1'# chaſtiſcm:cnt of its Sue 
robeRtiens, Congemned to a prifon of flames ana dark: 


! "3 peccatort 
neſs, even then when it was unable to free its ſelf, ang emis 1977 


— gs 
when there was neither Angel nor man'conld deliver ©, 


| | . potato, & 
it from the miſery, whereinto it was plunged ? to ſee wide ſe ve- 


it (ſay T) ſorght xnte by God when it flew from this ©0070 mm 


habenti, 


liberality, and to confider how the heavenly Father Dau patr 
tranſported with unſpeakable lowg, ſaid unto ut, Take 4xit, 


: 26 unigent- 
my one'y Son to reaeem thee frem fo Wwany re meazle{s xg. _I9u 


calamities, and that this oxely ſon diſdaineth not to &4aprote, 


p WM . & filins di- 
become its ranſome, aelivered himſelf for it to Tore ere at 


ments ſo enormoens,and confufions ſo hideons. & redime 

$62 Anſell. 
. - (ur Dems 
and rain from Heaven, ard we from a Methas ex- ;..... 
pe& truth and mercy: He came after ſo long'ex- 


peRtations, 


A ” 
OS 
: 


; and thetrue Temple of © 


dc Ira, 


Plutarch, 


the proceedings of humane prudence. But our Ce- 
leſtial Father Ecting alide all other conſiderations 
( and forgetting his Greatneſs, to be mindful of his 
mercy ) dida work in our behalf which hath fo li- 
mited his power, that we may truly ſay , That God 
cannot inthe world in all Eternity make any thing 3o to Amities, as ſtreight. banded to works of libera- 


Sreater then a Man-God. 

Andif we on the other part do refle& on the Ho- 
y Ghoſt, it ſeems that this third perſon (which in 
the ſphere of the Trinity had a myſterious barren- 
neſs) ſpringing from the incomparability of a new 
produRion in the divine emanations, would make 
recompenſe in this myſtery, pouring out at once, 
heats, lights , and beauties 1n the bleſſed Virgin, 
there to | _ the body of Feſws Chriſt, and to raiſe 


fleſh and blood. © Who was 
he dividech his Beatitnde amon 


Faften apud 


M aiolum. 


7+/#« mingleth all our acerbities in the inexplicable 
{weetneſles of his benignity, 

And yetthou ( O Man) wilt in preſence of this The ſource 
Model {till remain alittle Tyget, as irreconcilable of Charity, 


lity. Believe me, ameng all the Enſigns of Great= 

neſs which thou canſt bave, there is not any more 
ſenfible then the charitable communication of one 

man to another by ways of liberality and alms, 

which God recciveth in the nature of Vidtims, It Plin-la} 
is a Divinity for one man by his benefits ro oblige Fr ef 
another , and this is properly the way of eternal mii be 
gl Py ry. nefacere 


Who are they, in your opinion, that firſt of Mong p—— 


this holy Humanity ro the union of the Word In- 4o deſerved the title of Cardinal, which is now adays "**£- 


create. But what piece meriteth more admiration, 
then to ſee the perſon of a God-Man, then to ſce 
a Feſws Chriſt, who in himſelf uniteth Divine and 
Humane Nature , who carries in himſelf the laſt 
lines of the love and power of his Father,who bear- 
eth the conſummation of all his deſigns for the go- 
vernment of man, who includeth all poſſible com- 
munications to an inferiour Nature in one inimita- 
ble communication, who makes himſelf rhe ſource 


accounted among the great Dignities of the 
Church > Do you think that Nobility of Extra. 27. 
ion, Favour of Great-ones, Eminency of Wil- the title of 
dom, Prudence in the government of Empires gave ©%n4ls 
theſe Titles to the Primitive Church? 1 ſay al En. 
theſe qualities are very gonſiderable; yet never. Vids Concil. 
theleſsir is true, that the firſt fourteen Cardinals _— 
who were called by this name, were fourteen per- Lacerdaws, 


ſonages of honour and merit, who under Pope $3/- ***4/: *: 


of Grace and Glory inan Angelical and Humane go vefter were ranged in as many ſtreets of the City of Cardinales 


Nature, as heisthe ſource of life and love in the 
Trinity | O what a goodly ſpzRacle is it, to behold 
how he bleſſerh by his preſence, how he repleniſh- 
eth by his greatneſs, how he governeth by his pow- 
er, how he ſanRifieth by his influencies, both Hea- 
ven and Earth ! If we yer doubt of his love and fa- 
therly goodneſs, let us look on his hands, and we 
ſhall ſee that he hath written our Name with his 
nails : Let us ſee his heart which was opened for us 


Rome, to take care of the poor. So true it is, that 4 £xr4% 
they who begat us to Chriſtianity placed the mag- jt fg 
nifigence of men, notin Garments which are the 

food of Moths ; not in pretious ſtones which are 

the excrements of the Sea and Land , not in Coa- 

ches and Horſes which are the notes of poverty and 
dependence ; not in Titles which are imaginary fe- Err gui 
liaties : but in the relicf of perſons neceflitous who 27 


mam cone 


are the Images of God. A learned Biſhop ſaid to /cwmion 


by that Launce which at the latrer end of his days 60 a Pope ; He deerives himſelf who thinks that 4 con- 14 cons 


disg'd from out his Entrails the remainder of his 

life: and we ſhall obſerve bow we therein live, how 

we therein breath , and how wetherein honou. 

rably burn, as in a great Furnace common to all in- 

: rellig:ble Nature. Jf you would know what you have 
Quan Pre- coſt ( and happily ao not believe ) your Creatonr, ak. 
_ your Redeemer ana he Will tell you, Letus alſo be- 
7} non &re- hold the effeRts which have ſucceeded from the alli- 
—_—— the Divine Nature with the Humane : and 
ge ms letus reverence the Divine Goodneſs which hath 


ore, . 
Euſeb.Ga!. -4iſed up all. the great Maſs of menin a ſupernatu- 


Homil.2. 


ſcience ſo near to the Divinity, « tied to its Intereſts ;, arg Fges, 
For my part I imagine you ds pit believe there ts any tan (ncra, 

. q © #4 V0 
ether gain for you, bur that which takes birth from —_—_— 
your hiberality, aud thad you think, you receive good y naſcuntur 
as oftentimes as you ao it, _rO_ 

Burt if there be no ſpur of honour which inciteth yrs as 
you to proceed confidently, and liberally ro open £994. !.r. 
your hands to men, to enter into the communicati- Shoe 
on of the virtue and glory of ſo many Saints, at the chum 23: 

o leaſt ſoften your bowels from the neceffity ot?*”> = 


times, and the calamities of ſo many poor people 


Symbat. Tal Being, tO innocency, to felicity, to light, and who ſeem to be the dregs of the earth, or froath of 
arj 
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an enraged ſea, Inform your ſelf a littleof rhe Are we igriorgnt 
wants of Cities and Towns, and you | Daughters ou | | 
ny (abandoried of all | r'iſcries ? Their handy per. 
neceſſaries) who yet are your fl adventure had bi merciful,if they had bew- 
and your co-heirs in-e/ws Chrift : loner Langw pars Þ | to dif. 
all ſmileth in your bonſes, andallis honour z but whether the tyranoy of Ava- 
with a luſtre of fair accommodation rown rice and igality have tranſported the affairs of 
rd , there are poor old mencouched en ſtraw "Chriſtendom 1 What Rock would not be mollified 


among cobwebs , there are wotnen afftited with 


long and irkſome maladies , envirened with very xo wo 


many children whom they fee"dying before their 
_ not having any means to give them a bit of 
bread. R 
They are forſaken by kindred , friends, and all 
manner of aſsiſtance, as if they were ſome monſters 
of nature. thrown, on the ſhore by the ſea's anger. 
There are Virgins for whom dayly ſnares are laid, 
that they may fall into fin under colour of poverty, 
There are ſome who have been heretofore very 


among ſo many diretul Objets ? What eye of ice 
ner melt amidft ſuch ſpectacles of diſaſters ? 
Will you not then in your houſes eftabliſh the ſacri.. 
fice of Mercy, which God would have to be perpe- 
tual ? Will you not conſider what you may do with. 
out much prejudicing your Reyenues ? Will you 


expeQt death to do good, and to make your Torch 


.to be carrice after you? They who have renounced 


Faith, Truth, and Light (T\mean Hereticks) have - 
not renounced Mercy : they exhauſt themſelyes 
for their fation, and many times do at of liberali- 


fortunate according to the world, who arefaln into 20 ty to ours , whe help the poor. But what ſay 1 ? 


great wants, and at this preſent (when they have ſo 
many tears to bewail their miſery under the covert 
of ſome poor cottage) have not a tongue to com. 
plain; for , having loſt all , they yet retain ſhame 
which tierh the bands of their poverty , and hin- 
dreth them from ſtretching them out to the cruel 
rich , from whom they expe& nothing but denial, 
Know we not, how in certain places men man 

times baye run up and down the ſtreets armed wit 


Hereticks ? The 7 »rks in their ſalvage life give the 
Tenth part of their goods to the poor, Thereare 
ſome who build Fountains , and pay men wages to 

ive drink to Paſſengers; and ſome therero add 

amels to carry their fardles. Will it not be a great 
henour to you at the day of Judgment, if perſiſting 
in this inbumanity, you fe your ſelf worſe then the 
Infidels, and that the CharaRter of Chriſtianity hath 
ſerved you for no other purpoſe , but to reproach 


Fury and Rage for bread , and have ſnatched (as it 32 yon in the eternity of your pains with the exorbi- 


were) out of blond and flames a nouriſhment worſe 
then death? Know we not, there are many who 
have been divers days without bread ? And how 
often have others eaten ſuch, as they were fain to 
ſhut their eyes when they put it in their mouths ? 


tance of your Infamy ? Good God, divert this mi- 
- from thy ſervants : and ſince thou fo freely 
haſt opened thy heart unto them ; Let them never 
ſhut up the bowels of their Compaſsion againſt thy 
brethren who are the poor, 
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DEeaR READER, 


To the Rraprs. 


Here find that Which Job, the firſt Writer of the world, ſaith, that our thonghts are as the Branches ef 
our ſoul, which multiply and extend as far as their root giveth them vigour and nutriment. You ſee, 
the affeftion you have ſhewed'to theſe Books of the Hor, y-CounT, bt 

my wit , to produce many diſconrſes ; and with mach labonr to undertake that which 1 ſuppoſed to be 
profitable and ſatisfaRory for you, which T have ever more efteemed then my own repoſe. 


ſerved for vital hamaurs to 


when I thought I was at the end of my defign, you have cauſed me to ſet forth a fourth Tome, Whertis I coy. 
ceive T have comprized alt the ſecrets of humane life in the moderation of Paſſions, It would here have beey fis 
for me to end, were it not that ſome Lords and Ladics, who make up a part of this inxocent Court by the good ex- 
ample of thciy lives, are nst fally ſatisfied unleſs I afford them Hiſtories. - Thus they hath moved me, to crewn 
theſe T reati(es with moſt [cleft Hiſtorical Obſervations , to _ to view the diſorder which ill reflified Paſſi- 


ons introduce,and the profits they bring when ww, art ranved un 


er the LaWs of diſcretion. 1 meant expreſly to 


have drawn them almoſt all ont of our ewn Hiſtory, for two Reaſons , whereef the one is , That the Paſſions of 
Infidels of Antiquity, and even thoſe of many other (hriſtian Nations have paſſages too full of horrour aud bru- 
tiſbneſs : But urs, albeit they have extravagaxcies inconſiderate enongh, are more Within limits raimary to na» 
ture corrupted by ſin. The ſecond is, that writing this to the Court of France, 7 propoſe to my ſelf I ſhould more 
efficacionſly perſwade by domeſtich, examples, Which are partly already known to our Comntry-men, then by for- 


reign aud unheard of Hiſtories, 


Now all Paſſions of the Court relate to four Principals, which are Love , Deſire of Honours, and Pleaſures 
of the world, Anger alwayes animated to Revenge, and Envy which draggeth along with it the black Paſſi- 
ons of Jealonſie, Sadneſs, and Deſpair : 1 will content 1m) ſelf to purſue theſe Tralls, ſcoring ont unto you the 
diſaRers of ſuch as have yielded ts theſe Afotives, and the felicity of ethers who have glorionuſly ſurmounted them, 
And to add a pleaſing variety to this laſt piece, I will conclude with many ſhort and remarkable E xamples ſuit- 


ed to theſe four mentioned Paſſions, 
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Of ſuch as have yielded tothe Pas 510 


OF LOVE. 


AND 


T he Glory of Souls, which have overcome it. 


1. BT us begin with that Paſſion 
which is the Source ofthe reſt, and 
which in all times hath cauſed 
txouble among men , to give a 
s:0und to our diſcourſe. 

The children of great Clodevens, became not 
fo ſoon traRable to the ſeverity of Chriſtian man- 
ners; bur-fuffered themſelves-very-often to be 
tranſported with very violent exorbitances, and 


throughout their Kingdome. 

Gregory of Tonrs obſerveth ſordid and ſhameful 5:5; of 
affections in the perſon of King Caribert Grand. 1% 1 4: 
child of Cledovexs, which caſt an Eclipſe upon the 
lights of the Diadem of this great King, and could Th Plot 


- never be rooted out but by patience;by prayers,and 7 VE? 


Ingober- 


by the effects of the puiſſant hand of God. £#4 r0Cure 


7 , who knew the humours of perhue-—— 
her husband to be addiRed to irconfiderate love, gon, 5... 


particularly with unlawful loves, which cauſed ill 10 and who was jealous _—_ of her bed , took not ſeedeth ill 


F " Out of 100 
ies :thoſe Nymphs of the $2* of 50 


(Court Ration. 


example in their houſe, and great diſorder 


among her attendant La 
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Court which are full of attraRtiues, and deſerve ad- 
miration : but purpoſely choſe out baſe and deſpi- 
cable wayters, thinking it was a ſingular remedy a- 
gainſt the Kings malady. She had ar chat time in her 
Court and ſervice two daughters of a Cloth-work- 


er,the eldeſt of which was called Afarcoveſſa, and 


the youngeſt Airefleny. Caribert (whoſe love was 
more luſttall then ambitious) became deſperately 
in love, and courted them to the'prejudice of his 


youth which takes liberty in clandeſtine marriages. 
King Chilperic his father Favorited to bear away the 
bloudy ſpoil of his brother Sigeberr who had been 
traiteroully murthered by the ſubtle praftices of 
Fredegond, when be was come to the Eve of bis tri- 
umph, The famous Br«xhax/t widow of the deceaf- 
ed King (as yet very young) was become a party of 
this miſerable booty, and ſaw her pretious liberty 
en:hralled in the hands of her Brother-in-law, and 


honour and wedlock, which wounded the ſoul of ! o fiſter, who was born for vengeance, and exerciſed in 


the Queen with a very ſenſible arrow, ſeeing the 
havock this paſſion made in the mind of this Mo- 
narch, Jealouſie ſuggeſteth her a trick which ſeerm- 
ed ſafficient to diverc him trom this infamous ſervi- 
tude, if this paſſion might be cured by another,and 
that a jealous woman did not irritate the wounds 
of love by its proper remedies. She calleth the Fa- 
ther of her two ſervants, and commanded him ſe- 
cretly to praiſe his trade in ſome corner of the 
Court, whither ſhe very cunningly beonges his Ma- 
jeſty, ro make him ſce the baſe extration of his 
Miſtriſſes, and to throw ſhame and confuſion upon 
him. But he (who at diſtance ſaw this wile comming 
towards him,and the ſolemn preparatior! of it ) was 
diſpleaſed ſaying, that if nothing were wanting but 
nobility to render theſe maids worthy of his love, 
he would ſufficiently ennoble them by his perſon, 
and'that it onely belonged to him to raiſe inferiour 
things, by loving them : and as great ones will ra- 
ther be flattered in their paſions, then cenſured , 
inſtantly he made a ſhamefull divorce with the 
Queen contrary to laws both divine and humane, 
to take to wife the younger of theſe ſiſters which 
was Mireflenr. Bur, love {which being of its nature 
a ſlave, faileth not to be diſdainfull) quickly put a 
ditaſte of her unto him, to make him look after the 
elder who ſeemed the more modeſt,and wear a reli- 


gious habit ; whether deſirous to inflame love by 
this pretext, .(which ordinarily is eager to purſue | | | 
all it can leat'obtain) or whether ſhe did it ro give 40 Clares himſelf, and coleurerh his requeſt with the 


leſs advantage and ſuſpition to the jealous ſpirit of 
Queen Jugobergua: The fire of Concupiſcence 
(which ſpareth not toinflame Linſey-woolſey,aswel 
as Satin) continually blowed by the wind of ambi- 
tion(which promiſed this creature a giddy Fancy of 
a Crown) burnt ſo ſtrongly ; that this ſpirit (which 
had more cunning then beauty) cauſed ſo much 
madneſs to creep into the. heart of this miſerable 
King that he reſolved to marry her , which he did, 
qualifying a prodigious whoredome with the title 
of wedlock. The Queen was ready to dye, and ad- 
drefſeth her complaints to God, and men. 

The Biſhops, who were aſſembled inthe Council 
of Toxrs in favour of her,made Canons againlt in. 
ceftuous marriages; but the Canons at that time 
were not ſtrong enough againſt the arrows of leye. 
S. German Bithop of Paris ſent forth thuntlers of 
excommunication , but paſſion armed with autho- 
rity made no more account of them then of flying 


fires,which are quenched in their birch, God there- 60 deration, made a great noyſe, and was carryed to 


to pur-his hand þy the prayers of the Church, and 
took away this religions woman by a horrible and 
ſndden death which affrighted the King, and he in 
the end conceived ſhame and ſorrow tor bis fault, 
deriving his ſalvation out of necefliry, ſince he 
could not gain it from che glory of his reſiſtance, 
That which remained him of life was ſhort and mi- 


. ſerable,and his paſſion having rendred him contern- 


ptible ro his own ſubjeRs, he yy lefr Crown 
and Sceprer to pay a rribure to his Tombe. 
2. Anocher kind of ſorriſh love appeared in the 


Tears. l. 5- Sovernment of young Merovers, which I will here 


relate,as being able to miniſter matter of terrour to 


roy 


maſſacres. Her fortune repreſented nothing unto 
her but a thouſand images of terrour ; and the cru- 
elty of her adverſaries made her apprehend all that 
which notable miſchievous wickedneſs can do,when 
it hath the ſword of power in hand. Yet her bloud 
was ſpared to conſume her with languors, ſentence 
of ber Captivity was pronounced by giving her the 
City of Roas for priſon, A truſty man was ſought 
for,to execute this Commiſſion, and the King caft | 
20 his eye on his ſon Merevens a young Prince, of a hee 
nature ſweet and facile,and endovred with excellent of Mere 
parts which made him to be beloved, and beheld (as 7 ke 
a riſing ſar) by all the eyes of France. This was to from 1i- 
put fire toe near to ſtubble, not conſidering that <<2*i0us 
the calme of ſuch natures is ordinarily the moft tur- "Oe 
moiled with ſtorms of love, So ſoon as Brnunhaglt 
(who according to the relation of S: Gregory. of 
Tours was a very beautifull and well-ſpoken Prin- 
ceſs) began to unciel her eyes which had hitherto 
3 been drenched in a deluge-of tears ; ſhe appeared 
to Merovens as a bluſhing Morn which riſcth the 
more fair after a ſhower; and the arrow of loye 
ſharpened by compaſſien made ſuch flames to ſpar. 
klein his heart, that he was enforced to quench them 
with his bloud. He ſaw himſelf the captive of his fair 
priſoner,and already well felt he was not born to be 
predominant over a beauty fo triumphant. The eaſi- 
neſs of his nature ſuffered him nor to be long in re- 
ſolving to give way to his pafſion. He inſtantly de- 


title of marriage. Branhanlt gives ear (whether for 
the love of Merovers,or whether out of the hatred 
of Fredegoxd his morher) ſuppoſing it was an oppor- 
tunity to carry fire very far into the Royall race. 
They ſecretly marry, the Nephew eſpouſeth the 
Aunt, by a crime unheard , Love is their Pope and 
King, from whom they take diſpenſation and leave. 
Fury conceiveth this marriage : Temerity ſigneth ic 
but miſery ſealeth the contra. Aſerovens return- = 
50 £th from Roay {till hiding his fire under the aſhes. 
He gives account of his commiſſion. The King his 
father reſolveth to ſend him to take poſſeſſion of 
Gxyenne,. which he judged to be fallen unto him by 
the death of Sigebere. He feigneth to depart from 
the Court with intention to go to Bowrdeanx, but 
the counterpoiſe of love inſen{ibly carryed him to 
Roan,and he faſtneth roCourrt his pretended ſpouſe, 
and "_y all cares and affairs, to pleaſe his paffi- 
on : which being not kept within the limits of mo- 


the ears of the Court. King Chilperic went to 
Reay with an Army to querch the fire in its begin- 
ning, thinking there was ſome notable plot -con- 
trived againft his ſtate , buthe finds theſe lovers 
had no ether arms, but thoſe of Cupid , and that 
the excels of their paſsion had given them fo lit- 
tle leiſure to think on their own fafery ;, that ſee. 
ing themſelves befer by fouldiers; they 
to altars which were then ſecure refuges , for the 
70 miſcrable Chilperic durit not violate Sanuaries 
in the preſence of Pretextatxs Biſhop of Roan, a 
man courageous and zealous for things divine, 
He 
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He promiſed himſelf to take this new married Cou- 
ple by the want of viRtual, and other natural neceſ- 
fities, Bur he ſeeing the buſineſs to be drawn, at 
length patience ſlips from him , and he made them 
ro come out of the Church , with promiſe of impu- 
nity. His ſoul was foftned , ſeeing a young Queen, 
a widow , and miſerable by the cruelty of his wife. 
Nature pleadeth in his heart for his own blood, he 
embraceth them both with cears in his eyes ;. and 


0b/ervationr againſt evill LOVE. 


be ſhaven,& ſhut in a Monaſte: y, which was execy .. 
ted. But it is a great error to think tomake a : eligio! $ 
man by boldinga ponyard to his throat & by takirg 
hair fro bis head,when the c6ſent of his beart canror 
be had. The thoughts(which according to the Inter. 
preters of Scripture,aae as the hairs ot the ſoul) were 
not taken away by the roow'o thy miſerable Sam- 
ſon, They much perſecuted him about hispaſſed loves, 
that he quickly forſook Cow! & Monaſtery,to begin 


( not to affright them) entertains them with fair 10 new ſtirs. He went direRly to Toxrs, ( which gave 


hopes ; and whileſt they little think of it , he ſends 
Brenhault into A»ſtrafia her own Countrey, and 
keeps Merovens under good and ſure guard, judg- 
ing one-could not well truſt him if he were at his 
own diſpoſe. In the mean time Fredegoxde, immea- 
bly. diſpleaſed with the proceedings of this af- 
fair, and ſuppoſing the King ber husband went on 
roo remiſly, made it a great crime of ſtate, and of 
manifeſt conſpiracy :wherein ſheinvolved the Arch- 


much trouble to good S.Gregory)8 ſpent nights up- 
on the tomb of S. Aſartis, faiting & praying to have 
a revelation which might promiſe him a crowh. Bur 
ſceing Chilperic purſued bim with armed hard, he 
fled from town to town,and from SanRuary to San- 
Ctuary, finding not any one who would ſupport bis 
rebellion. In the end he gets ihto A»ftrafia,& retur- 
neth to the embracements of his Spouſe,as it were to 
end himſelf in thoſe eyes which had enkindled his 


biſhop Pretextatns. He was Merovens his God-fa- 20 firſt lames.But the cunning Queen (conſidering that 


ther , and could not but have ſome tenderneſs to. 
wards this Prince his God- child, which being fini. 
ſerly interpreted, drew much miſery upon him. He 
with his moyables and papers were ſeized on,where 
they found certain packets of Queen Branhaalts , 
which ſrengthned the ſuſpition they coceived to his 
prejudice. He is ſent for to an aſſembly of Biſhops; 
where the King coming in, chargeth bim with the 
crime of rebellion, cg him to have withdrawn 
the people from their obedience, to crown his ſon , 
and thereupon roundly required the Prelates that 
juſtice might be done according to holy Canons. The 


witneſſes are heard, and confronted , who do not ' 


througly enough prove the crimewhereof be was ac- 
cuſed. Pretextatus juſtifieth himſelf by a ſolemn pro- 
teſtation of his innocency , which cauſed compaſſi- 
on in many.But theſe Prelates aſſembled were part- 
s Bos ak,and partly ſold to ſerve the Kings paſſions; 
there was aimoſt none but Gregory of Towrs, who 
having an invincible ſpirit in alittle body, encoura- 
ged the whole Aſſembly to the defence of the truth, 
che menacies of the Kirg, and murthering flatteries 
of Queen Fredegonde being unable to ſhake his con- 
ſtancy , Ocher þatterics were likewiſe made to ru- 
ine a man half dead, by ſtirring up againſt him di- 
vers calumnies from which he very happily vindica- 
ted himſelf; untill ar length ſome treacherous Bi- 


ſhops counſelled him to accuſe himſelf(by way of hu- 


miliation)of che offence of ſtate which was obje&ted 
againſt him, They told him he muſt not appear too 
ju!t before his Maſter, thar it was not reaſonable the 
King ſhould receive an affront in this affair ; that he 
was a mild Prince, who would Pretextatss ſhould ow 
his ſafety to his clemency,& that he no ſooner could 
ſpeak one word of confeſſion but he ſhould be freed 
from this vexation, and reſtored to his Dignity. The 
unfortunate Prelate{giving ear to the hiſſing of ſer- 
pents)made his tongue the ſnare of his ſou},& owned 
an imaginary crime, to undergo a real unhappineſs. 
He had no ſooner pronounced the word, but theKing 


tranſpo:tedwith exceſſive joy proſtrated himſelf on 60 (to all extremity)diſſolute & ſcandalous, which made 


his knees before the aſſembly of Biſhops,demanding 
that his robe(for ignominy)ſhould be cut off, and rhe 
execrations(thundredagain{t7adas)to bepronounced 
over him. The copaſlio of ſome procured moderati- 
on therein, Nevertheleſs he was inſtantly degraded, 
condemned to baniſhmeat,& delivered to the Kings 
guard; wholedbim toalittledefertifland near the ci- 
ty of Conſtaxce in Normandy, whence he eſcaped ro be 


her ſubje&s were raiſed in alarms upon his com- 
ing, and fearing ſhe might draw upon them the to- 
tal form of Chilperie's arms, preferred reaſons of 
State before thoſe of love,) beſought him to retire, 
They of Toar:s(who were ſuſpeRted by the King for 
having farſt of all favoured his flight)thinking not to 
find their own ſaſety but in his ruine.called him back 
= under color to ſupport his arms, & to become 
of his fide. The Prir.ce(in whom paſfion cauſed a con- 
tinual drunkenneſs of reaſon)being more ealie to be. 


39 hieve, then prudent ro examine reaſons, turned to. 


wards them ; and preſently found himſelf caught in 
their ſnare,When ſeeing himſelf betrayed and ready 
to be delivered into the hands of his father,and ftep. 
mother ( whom he more feared then a Panther ) C 
addreſſed bimfſelf to Geilax bis confident friend, and 

rayed him to give an end to his miſerable life, ſich 

aving found ſo much infidelity in his beloved, trea- 
chery in his friends, and cruelty in his father, there 
nothing remained for him but a Tomb to bury all 


40 his miſeries.Tke other thinking to do him great ſer- 


vice, thruſt his ſword into his body, and ſeparated 
his ſoul. Which may be a fearfull example for youth, 
to make them for ever to abhor the charms of love. 
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That of Carloway was as light , (although it had ,,,,,, 
not,ſo 'ong aſequele of accidents.) Paulns e/Emiling JEmilin:. 


recounteth that this young Prince, accuſtomed ta 
ſottiſh and ſordid love, having in a ſtreer perceived 
a creature which to him ſeemed bandſom, he be- 

an to follow her, being mounted on his horſe, but 


50 the maid very chaſt(to avoid bis courtfhips)caſt her 


ſelf ſpeedily into a bouſe, whether Carlowan (ſpur- 
rins us horſe) deſperately followed her, not obſer- 
vins that the door of the houſe was too low, which 
ſmore him, ard ſtrok him down ſo unforcunarely , 
that he left both love and life. It was a direful thing 
to ſee {0 great a Prince to diein jeaft : but the ſports 
of this paſſion are ordinarily bloody, and Verxs 
came from a ſea of water, to ſwim in a ſea of bloud. 

3. I will here alſo let you ſee the effeR of a paſſion 


2 great noiſe throughour all Chriftendom, and will 
ſerve ro make men deteſt the wickedneſs of ſuch as 
break conjugal bands,to farisfie their luſt. The young 
Emperor L:thariws, grand-child of Lewis the Cour- 
teous, loved in his younger years a Lady, much men- 
tioned in the Fpiſtles of Popes, under the name of 
FValdrada. She bad a commanding was of a 
humour full of attraRtives and wiles, which ſurprized 


in the end maſſzcred by the praiſes ofQ Fredeg«nde 70 the young*Prince with an affeRion ſo ſtrong and 


This fep-mother was not content to ſec Aſerovers 
tofined to a priſon, but ſhe violently urged he might 


catching, that after a tboufand croſſes he could not 
be unlooſed fromir, but by death. Neverthelefs, 
LII! Time 
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Time and reaſon inviting him to think upon a law- 
ful marriage, he e ſpouſed Themtbergar a beauritul & 

Seanda Vireuous Princeſs, who was thought kr to quench the 

ous love fire of his unchalt love, and hereafter to enkindle his 

otthe FW- heart with flames more chalt and happy. Bur falcina- 

"iu and red by bis evil Genius, he preſently rook an averſion 

Vai<r444. againit his wite,by qo perſonally with her , 

ad perpetually it mind,and affettion with her,who 

h:d iaid hoid ot his tirſt leve. Whether it were that 


(as.a man timorous in his paſsions, who durlt notyer 
confidently do a miſchief)or whether he were ſuffi- 
ciently diſpoicd hereunto by the violence of hislove 
he undertakes a very ſcandalous buſineſs, which was 
tounmarry himſelt,faſly impurirg adultery & bar- 
renneſs to his wife. The criminal proceſs is handled 
in the Eccleſiaſtical Codrt , Gortier ay oo of 
Colen, who had great power and great faults, ſup» 
porteth the Princes part what he might, and havin 


drags along ſouls ſer to ſale by a torrer of authority 
to which none make reſiſtance, The innocent Thext- 
bergae is condemned in two peſtilent Synods , and 
handled as a proſtitute, theCrown is taken from her 
and put upon Valdrada's head, who appeared with a 
marvellous pop,whileſt the other groaned under the 
aſhes of a publick penance. The chaft Princeſs, who 
not ſo n:uch regarded eminent wedlocks as the ho- 
nour of her purity (which ſhe meant to preſerve to 


was Nicholas the firſt and wrote mournful letcers to 
him,able to rent rocks aſunder. The common Father 
of Chriſtendome heareth her complaints animated 
by truth, and deputeth two Legares to do her right. 
Theſ: Prelates had not courage enough to decide the 
matrer;and ſeeing themſelves upon one {ide affailed 
by their conſcience,and on the other, belieged bythe 
powerful contentions of Letharivs and two Arch- 
biſhops , they found out a way how to waſh their 


Provincial Councils had paſſed upon it,and that the 
Archbiſhops Geatier and Theatgard had born ſway 
thercin,it were good that the ſame men took pains 
ro $0 to. Rome to let the Pope ſee'the acts of thoſe 
two afſcmblics,and to juſtifie all their proceedings, 
Theſe two Prelates(who thought nothing was im- 
poſkible co their credit)refuſed not the commiſsion, 
They go armed with impoſtures and tattle, ro op- 


the cauſe,& in ful aſſembly diſcovereth their jugling 
with ſuch vigour and perſpicuity,that all the Fathers 
calt their ſtone at them. The miſchief thcy meant a- 
' Sainſt the innocentT hertbergxe falis back upon their 
ownheads.they are excommunicated degraded,de. 
prived of their offices and benefices,to be reduced to 
the communion of Laicks. Never did men practiſe a 
miſchic{ with more unluckineſs and leſs ſacred A 
Legate'is diſpatched ro annul all they had done, web 


proceſs to be reviewed , drave away the impudent 
Valdrada,reſtored her honour to Q. T hentbergue,8& 
tied her marriage with an indiſſoluble knot. Never- 
theleſs this judicious Lady,well forſeeing that thoſe 
loves(w*Þ are re-enkindled with the fires of $. Peters 
thunders, would neither be happy nor faithful for 
her ) -faith.ſhe was ſatisfied to have put her honour 
into ſafeguard, & that having obſerved ſo much e. 
vil diſpoſition in her husband, and treachery in the 


God. Litharins was tranſported with joy upon this 
news, and addreſſed an humble ſupplication to the 


THE HOLY COURT. 


preſs truth,and overwhelm innocency. The Pope, a - 
clear-ſceing and charitable man,intreſſed himſelfin 59 


">. *Y 
- 


ly marters,is ſuggeltcd with the thought of entring 
into religion;it would pleaſe him to favour her ge- 
nerous purpoſe; & to give him leave to marry Ya. 
drada,vi would be a means,to take away all the ſin 
& ſcandal of bis miſerable life. The holy Father an- 
{wers;that he much commended the charity he had 


this audacious woman imperiouſly ruled over him, 10 rowards Queen Thextbergae bis ſpouſe , but that ic 


was fit this good affeRtion might begin in himſelf, 8 
ſhould he throughly reſolve to enter into a Mona- 
ftery,the permiſsion he required for his wife ſhould 
hinder nothing. This anſwer confounded him, and 
ſeeing that of two wives he was deſpiſed by the 
and interdicted from the other he lived in the:w 
asa man without ſoul or contentment, Mean while 

he hoped that God calling Theatbergue ; he at lea(l 
ſhould chen have all facility in his marriage with 


won T hentgard Archbiſhop of Trew on his ſide, he 20 Valdrada: but the Pope,corfidering the evil practiſes 
, of this laſtful love w*® had ſcandalized all Chrifcter« 


dom,and the former uſage of his wife;he let him un« 
derſtand that this match was for eyer forbidden.Pro- 
voked deſire burns to fury:and he again beginneth a 
moſt notorious whoredom,fince he could not colour 
it with the title of marriage. Thereupon menaces & 
thunders from R ome follow, and the name of Y al. 
drada is mentioned in all excommunications reitera- 
ted one after another, The miſerable Lotharins ſee 


her tomb.appealed tothe Pope,which at that time 3Oing himſelf crofſed by God and men, perpetually 


pricked with remorſe of conſcience, reſolved to take 
a journey to Rome ;and to preſent himſelf to Ha- 
drian'the ſecond ſucceſſour of Nicholas,& to get his 
abſolution,and to mediate the affair of his marriage; 
his beart ſtill propending towards her, whom he ſo 
unfortunately had loved. The Pope harkened tohim, 
and received him to penance, & diſpoſed himſelf to 
ſay Maſs, wherein he was fully to finiſh the affair of 
his reconcliation, When he came to the inſtant of 


hands fro-this judgment, 1 hey ſhew,that ſince two 4© Communion , he takes the venerable Hoaſtin his 


hand,and addrefſeth himſelfto King Lotharizs and 
all his complices ready to communicate,and ſayes to 
them, Sirzifit be true,that , having renounced your 
unchaſt loves,you this day do preſent your ſubmiſ- 
ſions to God and te the Church in all ſincerity,coe 
rear,you and yours, to this bleſſed Sacrament with 
all confidence in the mercy of God , but if you ſtill 
retain the old leaven of your inordinate affeRions 
pet you from the Altar both you ard all thoſe who 
ave ſerved you inthis buſineſs,if yon will not be 
involved inthe vengeance of God. This ſpeech was 
a ſtroke of thunder that affrighted the King and his 


. followers, and which made many of them inftantly 


to retire. Lotharins was aſhamed to go back; and al. 
beit he yer felt the flames of his love to burn in his 
heart, yet failed he not to paſs further with hisgreat- 
eſt intimates and friends.From that time not anyone 
of thoſe who had unworthily comunicated, had any 
health; all miſerably died, & the poor Lotharize,re- 


was the couraSeous Ar/emirs, who cauſed all the gg turning,from his voyage, found the end of his life 8& 


direful paſsion in the city of Placentia:Yaldradaſub- 
mitring her ſelf to a juſt penance obteined abſolutis 
from Pope Adriav. Gontier and Thestgard ſeeing 
theſelves depoſed without hope of recovery, armed 
their pens againſt the Pope to no purpoſe. But after- 
ward, Gontier made great fubmiſsion that he might 
be reeſtsbliſhed; yer obreiried not what he deſired : 
for it was anſwered him that it was from reſpeR of 
honour & temporal gain that all theſe humiliations 


world ſhe deſired to ſpend the reſt of her days with po proceeded;& therfore it were much better for him 


to perſevere in the exerciſe of his penance, w**. was 
ſo much the more bitter unto.him tor that he had in 


the be- 


- 


| Part, 4 

Pope,ſhewing he had obeyed his commandments . | 
being dutitully bent to take his wite aSain: but ſince 
the piety of this Princeſs, who is not born forworlg- 


Part, A, 


annals of [1 


beginning of this baſinels eproſiitated his Niece to 
King L»tharius under the hope of marriage, which 
his ambition figured to him. £0 true it is, that God 
chaſtiſeth vice with a rod of Iron,in ſuch as too near 
approach the Sanctuary. 

Valdrada is not alone (among the Ladies of the 
old Court) who hath mhde her ſelf to be talked of 
in (o ill a ſenſe. Love appeared as weak and fhamefull 
in Ogine Queen of France, Mother of Lewis Outre« 


0b/ercations againſt evill Love, 


thereot,who,entring into a vanquiſhed City where- 
in there were many beauties , never Gid he calt fo 
mueh as one wanton glare , beginning his trinmph 
from the victory he got over himfell: and that which 
he practiſed in his own perſon, he cauſed to be ex- 
atly obſerved among his attendants, commanding 
his Heralds twice in a week to proclaim throughour 
the Imperial Palace, that all ſuch as ſhould have any 
ili purpoſe towards the chaſtity of Ladies,ard meant 


mer, who tranſported with fooliſh affection marri- x9 to debauch the wife of another, were to take heed 


ed ber ſelf to a young gallant named Heribert, ſon 
of him who had betrayed and impriſoned Charls the 
mple, her husband. 

The like paſſion was ſcandalous in the time of 


under grievous peralties never to lodge within the 
Circuit of the houſe. Verily this is a rare example of 
integrity, able to ſhame the nobility ſo much defa- 
med by giddy & baſe luxary,which hath blaſted the 
luſtre of its conqueſts, & not ſpared to raife up blou- 
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France, . l ' | 
Gi: le Bel \n three noble Princeſſes married to 
three ſons of France ; who were all accuſed of un- 


dy tragedies whuch ſtill make Hiſtorians to lament, 
chaſtity by their own husbands, and fell into horri- 


9. Clodrvens,whe brought not virginity ſrom Pa- g,.onms 
ble diſaſters, to teach women of quality,in what ac- ganiſme,ſo much honoured virgins, that,in the liber- a4 «1s, 
count they ought ro hold the honour of chaſtity. ty of arms, he permitted 'not any to touch cither 4%” 

6. Burt verily never any thing in this kind did e- 2© their bodies, or lands, He bare a {ingular reverence 


qual the exorbitancy of Queen Eleanry , wito re- 
nounced trance which bad eyes too chaſt to tolerate 
her diſorders.$he going along to the conqueſt of the 
holy land,with King Lew:s the young, her husband, 
loft piety and reputation, reſigning her ſelf co the 
love of a Sultan Saracen, the turbant,nor dusky co. 


lour of a hideous man being able to ſtay the fury of 


her paſſion. She was the daughter of piliam the 
laſt Duke of Aquitaze,who in his time was a ſcourge 


to S.Geneviefue who made profeſſion of this angeli- 
cal virtue ; he willingly gave ear to her requeſt, and 
often granted her what he had denied the greateſt 
in his Kingdom, even to the drawing of offenders 
from the gates of hel,who had already the executio- 
ners ax over their heads. 


10. Gontranns his grand-child made himſelf much Ger, 74- 
worthy of praiſe by a notable a& he did in the behalf" 19+ © 


of Chaſticy.It happened that in his time, one Ama- * 


of mankinde ; he alone at one meal did eat as much 30 /o# Count of Champaigne (who no more ſpared the 


as eight men; and this vaſt body filled with wine 
and viands burnt like a Fornace,throwing out flames 
of choler and luſt on all fides. S. Berzard knocked 
him down like a Boar foaming at bis feet, preſent- 
ing the holy Hoaſt before him, and by that miracle 
m-de a Hermit of him.His daughter imitating his e- 
vil habits, had no part in his converſion, living in all 
liberty. Which was the cauſe that the King, under 
colour of affinity,” made his match with her to be 


honour of Virgins then his own,of which he was in. 
finitely prodigal)cauſed a Virgin as fair as chaſte to 
be taken,that he might diſhonour her.Whilſt he ex- 
pected the ſucceſs of this theft, he fealted and drank 
( according to his cuſtom) immoderately, Wine , 
which enkindleth concupiſcence, quenched it in him 
by reaſon of his exceſs: and whilſt he more thought 
upon ſleep then love, this poor unfortunate victim 
was ftoln into his bed with all menaces and violences 


broken, and reſtored Gy: nye to her which ſhe 40 that fury could invent. The poor Virgin ſeeing this 


brought. This bold woman, not amazed at this di- 
vorce, eſpouſed Henry of England, a man as paſho- 
nate as ſhe, where ſhe tound a terrible buſineſs, when 
(her unquier ſpirit, powerfully bultling in affairs of 
Rate, and ihe intereſts of her husbands children) ſhe 
ſaw her ſelf ſhut up in a priſon, where ſhe lay for the 
ſpace ot fourteen years in rage and languours, which 
put a penance. upon her more irkſome to her hu- 
mour, then it proved profitable to her ſoul, 


Holephernes was faſt aſleep, thought it were not a- 
miſs to renew the Hiſtory of f-dith,to vindicate her 
honour from this gulph whereinto the craft of this 
treacherous man had precipitated her : ſhe takes a 
ſword which hung at the beds-head, draweth it out 
of the ſcabbard,and gave him a wound on the head, 
which awakened him from this dead-fleep,and made 
him cry out Murder. His ſervants ſpeedily ran thi. 
ther, and were ready to knock down this Amazon , 


Good God ! what heavy horrours, what Trage- go when the other,touched with remorſe of conſcience, 


dies, and what ſcourges of God do alwayes fall on 
ſin ! What a pleaſing ſpeRtacle it is to ſee, amidit 
ſuch confuſions, victories gained over evil love ! 


hindred ir, and gave her leiſure to eſcape through 
the throng of the people. The wound (being mor- 


tal) quickly carried him out of the world, atter he 


The hol It is yery true,thart he who would recount the had had ſome time to deteſt his ſin. But his kindred 
_rOW remarkable a&s of chaſtity,reſplendent in the Court and allies ſought for nothing but to cur this young 


haze borne of Fyexce.and eſpecially among Ladies,for one(who 
io tae 4. ought to be forgotten ) a thouſand might be found, 
ltiry, who had lived with very ſingular teſtimonies of In. had recourſe to King Goxtraxuxs,& proſtrated her ſelf 
'* tegrity : but it is certain that Hiſtorians have an irch at his feer, telling him all the ſtory which had paſſed 

to ſet down miſchiefs and crimes rather then virtues, 6g between theCount & ber, The King hearkned to her, 

which is the cauſe, that when ſo many honourable and freed her, taking her into his proceCtion, againſt 

women walk inthe beaten track of a well ordered all ſuch as would enterpriſe upon her life, or honor, 

life, we no more admire it then the ordinary courſe 11, Lewi che Courteous conſecrated his Kingdom 

of the Sun : Burt if one ſtep awry , all curious eves bythe honour he gave to chaſtity, reſolving not to 

look on her as on a ſtar in Ecliple. enter into his father Charlewraignes palace, untill it 

Yet in ſo great a negligence of Hiſtorians towrite was ſan&ified. He inſtantly baniſhed thence all 

the rare cffeRs of modelty,we do not want goodar- thoſe plagues , which laid ſnares for the honour of 
guments which teltifie the love our nation hath in the Princeſſes bis liſters, repleniſhing his whole Roy. 

all ages born to purity, al palace with a holy odour of virtue and reputation. 

$. Nicet4s a Greek Authour (in the ſamentations y© 1 2. S. Lewis may lerve for an Fxampie to all Prin. 

of the city of Conf1ntinople taken by the French ) 

cannot hold from admiring Ba/awis the conqueror 


Zadith in pieces, who had dared to liftup a'fword a- 
gainſt a man of ſo eminent quality. Wherefore ſhe 


Wan ; Vita S, Lai 
ces, inaſmuch as may concern the continency of the geric, 


married.To baniſh all Love-royes from his heart, he 
C1112 reſolved 


ww | 
Mo reſolved perſcQly to love the Queen his wiſe, whom 
tyors, heeſpouſcdin his molt tender years, & both of the 
Lewis, lived & converſed with ſo much integrity {weetneſs 
and admiration,that one would have thought them a 
pair of Angels on earth. The husband ſecretly ſtole 
into the chamber of his dear ſpouſe , and much he 
feared to be met by the Queen his motner, who ſce- 
med (to ſuch as did not well underſtand her intenti- 
ons) to be ſomewhat jealous to ſee them together, 
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tinually blows love and beauty into bis eers.Tt many 
times hapneth that the pafs10ns of young men which 
have beentoo ſeverely reſtrained, fo fog as theyhaye 
fourd paſſage,do the more violently overfiow, as if 
nature went about to take reverge upon art and 
precepts. They mutt ſometime be ſhewed the world 
with contempr,;they maſt be enured :gainſt its aſ- 
ſaults,they muſt be prepared againſt its deceits, that 
they bz not like fooliſh pigeons which have never 


Bur to ſay rraely .ſhe managed theſe interviews in 10 {cen any thing but ſuffer theſclyes to be taken with 


their tender youth, chat their health might not be 
pre judiced,and their marriage might become the 
more fruitful, And the good King,to give her no 
cauſe of ſuſpicion, had little dogs in the lobby v6fpur- 
poſe that they might bark and afford him leaſure to 
ſave himſelf and not be ſurprized by the diligence of 
Blannch,in the Queens chamber, His loye was ac- 
companied with ſo much reſpe& & confidence, that 
he diſpatched not any buſineſs without communica- 


the firſt baits.S. Arzc/d,who was a man that breathed 
nothing but wilderneſles, in my opinion held the 
ſpirit of Dagobert in a life too much reſtrained, web, 
in the firſt approach of liberty, flew out into moſt 
violent extrayagancies, He preſently took an avet. 
ſion againſt Q. Gomatrade his wife, & in a liberty of 
doing all which fatterers told him fell to him as an 
inheritance;he durſt re reputgiate her, and take a 
young | ady named Ragintrude, whom he moſt af- 


ting it with her,in ſuch ſort,that when he was to co- 29 feCtionately loved. Luft is the throat of hell,yyck 


clude the conditions of his deliverance with theSara- 
cens ; he freely told them, he could not fign them 
without the advice of the Queen his wife, who was 
not far off. At which theſe Barbarians were much a- 
mazed , but he anſwered them, it only belonged to 
them to accqunt their wives for ſlaves, and that his, 
was his Lady and Miſtriſs. 

13, Our moſt Chriſtian King(an imitatour of $, 
Lewis in the virtue of purity) poſſeſſeth it in ſuch a 


never fayes, it is enough ; and when ſhame hath no 
bridle to withhold it,it makes no difference between 
things ſacred and prophane and the greateſt crimes 
paſs with it,as matters indifferent. T his love is not 
content with common paſsivn, he entreth into Cloy- 
ſters,and rakes a virgin out of a Monaſtery, who had 
begun to dedicate her felfro God. To her he addeth 
many others,ard makes a littleSeraglio of his palace. 
All Fraxce groancd to ſee ſo ſudden and deplorable 


degree that in him it more dependeth on a gift from 30 a change of life in their King,S. Arno/d's invited by 


God,then the temper of man. Praiſes are often given 
to Princes, w*® are as colours inthe air, and have no 
foundation in their merit , but this hath raken ſuch 
an incorruptible root in the integrity of his manners 
that it will never dy ; which might miniſter matter 
for me here to enlarge,had | reſolved to write a Pa- 
negyrick,and not a Hiſtory which treateth of things 
paſt,as prophecy;rhoſe which are to come. 

14. I think | have ſufficiently touched inthe firſts: 


ſome good men again to vilit his young plant, & to 
take in hand the rains of the Kings direction, which 
he had forſaken, but whether he were charmed b 

the ſweetneſs of his ſolitude, or whether he feared 
he ſhould have no favourable admifsion after 
ſo :folema a leave, .( which the with fo much 
importunity had begged)he would not hearken to it 
rather chooſing to ſend his ſighs tothe ears of God 
then theKingsS. Amand determines to undertake the 


ſecond Tome the notable a&s of Charles the Eight, 40 matter, which he did with Eccleſiaſtick vigour,and a 


Helzands; and Chevalier Bayard, andTIam contident, Hiſtory 
Mena: gill never ſuffer the auſterities of holy K. Robert to 
©0144" dy; who to mortifie concupiſcence ſometimes lay on 
the boards the ſeven whole weeks before Eaſter. 
15. I do 10t account the contemptible, who having 
not had the happineſs to live in this great purity of 
S. Lewis,have not ſpared to reſiſt love which had for- 
merly maſtred them. Degebert,a young King bred in 
all virtue, by the care and zeal of $. Arnold bis Tu- 


Notable 
victory of 
Dagobert a* 


moſt undoubted confidence; but the Fck man wastoo 
tender to endure a tongue armed with ſword and 
fire,ſo far was he fro diſpoſing himſelf to remedies, 
that he could not ſuffer ſo much as the preſence of 
his phyſician , cauſing him to be ſent into another 
country. Pepi» of Landen,who was the prime man in 
the Court, thought fit to inftil ſome good counſel& 
ſage words as occaſion offered. but the King tranſ- 
ported with the exorbirancyof his youth, told him he 


eaint loxe tOur,took liberty in vice very irregularly ſo ſoon as 5o wasa troubleſom man,of whomit were fit to ridthe 
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+:4% this grave diretour had obtained leave to retire 
H«4mmus from the Court. There are ſpirits which reſemble 
the wooden Dove of Archytas the Philoſopher, web 

flew by engines whilft they had their operation,and 

ſoared inthe air; but ſo ſoon as they ceaſed,it trailed 

the wing on the earth.Such was our Dagebert, who 
perpetually having this worthy man Arno/d by his 

ſides, he ſpake as an Oracle,and livedlike an Anpel, 

There was not any thing more chaſt, more devour, 


world,ſfince he was ſo hardy as to cenſure the inno- 
cent delights of hisMaſter.For which cauſe,thisgreat 
pillar of ſtate, ſhaken bythe ſtorm of a violent paſsis 
much tottred ,&was very near to bave been thrown 
down. The Reverence wherewith his virtue was ho- 
noured,(which proceeded almoſt to veneration) ſa- 
ved him to reſerve his reaſons for a better diſpoſiti- 
on. During this time the Q. dieth, and the affeRtions 
of Dagobert began to ſlacken either out of ſatiety or 


and more :ffable: which was the cauſe his Tutour, go, ſhame. This good Counſellour lays hold of his op- 


thinking there was no more need of him about his 
perſon,urgently entreated he might be permitted to 
withdraw into theCountry,which the King gain-ſaid 
even to theexpreſlion of anger,ifhe ſpake any more 
of this retreat. Neverthelcfs, redoubling his importu- 
nities,he prevailed;and fo ſoon as he was ſeparated 
from his ſcholar ; he, who before, was a dove with 
wingsof filver,&who in acts of vircue took a ftrong 
and confident flight ſuffered himſc!fro fall into the 


ang 04x" him on the Biaſs;ſhewing him, his 
onour & repoſe joyned with the good of the ſtate 
required of hima happy poſterity; and that it was a 
very calie matter for him,ſince he had honoured Rs. 
Sintrude with his affeRions for her exquiſite beanty 
and the excellent gifts wherein ſhe ſurpaſicd, that he 
might take her to wife,& limit his love within law- 
ful wedlock, w*would draw upon him the bleſfings 
of heayen,& the love of all his people. This ſpeech 


mire with a ſcandal as ſhameful ,as the exceſs was vie 70 happily entred into the Kings heart,and he reſolved 


olent.Luſt afſaulceth, andon all ſides belieges him, 
Eicentious youth takes poſſeſs1on of h.s ſoul, andcon- 


to follow the Counſel which was preſented him by 
good a hand, He dismiſſeth a!ll the womenw*had ty. 
rannt- 
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Rigordus. 


Great Ti- 
umph of 
Thilep 

Gods gift 
over him- 


ſelfo 


rannized over his affeFtion;he marrieth Ragintrnae: 
and, as if in ag inſtant ſome charm had been taken 
away;he in himſelf, by the hand of God)made ſuch a 
change that his life was aRule of virtue,and his con- 
verſion, a miracle. The Court w** commonly follow- 
eh the inclinations of the Prince, took with him a 
quite other face; vice & vicious are thence baniſhed, 
& all virtues thither brought chaſtity as in triumph, 
16. I verily thiok, it is many times an a&t as hard 
& heroick,to free ones ſelf tro a miery bog wherein- 
ro one by miſchance is fallen, as to live perpetually in- 
nocenc. For which cauſe,l much eſteem the reſoluti5 
of Philip Geds-gift, who being in the beginning di- 
Rafted with Engelbergae his wite,after he had repu- 
diated her,& taken Aſary the daughter of the Duke 
oi Meravia,out of a violent affeftion which long had 
embroiled him ; he was ſuddenly converted, atid laid 
hold of che occaſion of his ſalvation. The Complaints 
of the ſcandal he gave,flew to Reme,8& returnedwith 
Cenſures and Thunders, Cex/#s and Aeiltenr (two 
Legates ſent by the holy ſee) durſt not touch this 
wound which they judged to be incurable. Peter, 
Cardinal of $. Mary ablolutely incenſed him, pur- 
ting the Kingdom into interdi, and the King into 
deſpair, who vomited nought bur choller and flames. 
Two other Legates depured for a third trial pro- 
ceeded therein with much ſweetneſs, which fo gain- 
ed the ſoul of Philip,thar he began to ſubmit to rea- 
ſon, Yet the charms were ſo violent, that his reaſon 


Ob/ervations uhin DESIRE, 


Obſervations upon the paſſion of DESIRE. 


wherein we' may behold the miſery of ambitious 
and turbulent $ pirits. 


He winde, which is an inviſible power, and 
which appears before our eyes no more 


then nothing, maketh tall ſhips to move ; 
pulleth up trees by the roots, overthroweth houſes, 
exerciſing on land and ſea powers too-too viſible. 


10 Neſires,and hopes likewiſe (which, to fay truely,are 


but imapinations almoſt unperccivable)vex Empires, 
embroil States, deſolateCities and Provinces, and 
make havock, ſuch, as we cannot in thought con- 
ceive, nor can our eyes ever ſufficiently deplore. 
Itis a ſtrange thing , that from alittle fountain- 
head which onely diſtilleth drops of water, great ri- 
vers grow , and from a defire which inviſibly hatch- 
eth in the heart of man, lofty ambitions, burning a- 
yarices, and enraped covetouſteſs proceed, which 


20 deftroy mankinde. 


. Our firſt deſires reſpe&t body and life , which is 
the foundation of all the bleſſings we can bope in 
this world; and here it is, wherein choſe who flouriſh 
in Empires and eminent fortunes, ſhew paſitons and 
care,able to make them immortal, if humane nature 
might reach to ſuch a ſtate, 
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We all know that Lewzs the eleventh was a Mo- «:20;e 
narch, who by the greatneſs of his wit and power, deſire of 


darkned all the Kings of his time ; but we likewiſe 


lite in 
Lewis the 


thereby became infirm,and his conſtancy wavering. 30 cannot be ignorant, that he had moſt ardent Paſſiors clevcoth. 


His buſineſs was laſtly decided by a Synod, and it 
was dangerous leſt it might ſtir up a ſtorm, when 
this Royal heart (which was come to plead betore 
the Council, and to diſpoſe of his affteQtions to the 
heighth of his contentment (there wanting not too 
men of authority who flattered his paſſion ) was 
ſuddenly touched, rakes the Queen his wife, recon» 
cileth hinfelf to her,ſers her beh»nd him on his horſe, 
carries her to his Palace, and cauſed to be ſaid to the 


which gave him infinite diſturbances, the cofideratio 
whereof may ſerve great ones for the eſtabliſhmenc 
of their repoſe. Never any man more loved life,nor 
more feared death,then this mighty Prince;who ſee- 
ing himſelf laden with infirmities,and aſſailed by old 
age, (a difcaſe incurable)employed the whole power 
of an ample Kingdom to hold rogether a poor thread 
of life. There was not any remedy in the world web. 
he tried not, there was. no ſecret in phyſick which 


Legates, and the other Prelates aſſembled, that they 4 heopened not: his profuſion cauſed him to giveaPhi- 


had no more to do to trouble their heads any longer 
about his buſineſs, for he had happily determined it. 
If Henry the eighth, King of England, had taken the 
ſame courſe, love would have been diſarmed,inno- 
vations hindred,concord eſtabliſhed, and all the dif- 
alters baniſhed out of Englaxzd, 

Laſtly co conclude this diſcourſe, verily think,ne- 
ver woman better managed love thenQueen Blanch 
mother of S. Lewis.She was very lovely: and among 


ſician 1 0@5. crowns a month: and although this Mo- 
narch were one of the moſt eminent of his time, and 
that he ſought nothing but to climb over the beads 
of Princes; yet he made himſelf a ſlave to Hippocra-= 
tes his diſciples, to idJlatrize health. Ir 1s to be 
thought, if Afedea bad inhis days returned into the 
world, he would have put himſelf into her hands, of 
purpoſe to wax young again, like another Pelexs. 
So ſoon as he heard ſpeech of a man who cured ma- 


thoſe great lights of perte&ion which encompaſſed 5 ladies by certain extraordinary wayes 3 needs muſt 


her onall ſides;ſhe wanted not beauty,which was the 
cauſe, that continuing a widow in a flouriſhing age, 
there werePrinces in her kingdomwho durſt promiſe 
themſelres,that ſhe would reflec on the for a ſecod 
marriage. Among others, the Count of Champaign 
(open this good hap to himſelf,more then was to 

e believed, &ceaſed not to play the Courtier,even 
to the fitting his gallery with verſes and Emblems of 
the Queen. This prudent widow,who had to do with 


he come from the utmoſt limits of the earth ; and 
for this cauſe he called S. Fren:is de Panla who 
drave away feavers & plagues from humane bodies 
with ſo much eaſe, yer could he not prolong the 
Kings days, whom God would puniſh by the priva- 
tion of that he moſt loved.He alſo rook the holy vi- 
ol of Rhemes to keep ir in his chamber, and therein 
to find treaſures of life, which was bootlels, to teach 
us,thereis no greater a Hang-man of our heartsthen 


great ones in the beginning of her authority of Re- 69 inordinate ill-rectitied defre The defire of lite tran- 


cent,enpavged not her ſelf roany,nordid ſhe likewiſe 
rejects their ſuits: but ſo ſoon as ſome ot che percei. 
ved fhe had no purpoſe for the, they preſently rook 
arms to diſturb the Kingdom, & leffen che authority 
of the young King. The Count of Champaign ſaw 
himſelf by neeeffity embarked inthe faction; but he 
had much ado to lefend himſef from the affetion 
which poſſeſſed im for this exquilite beauty. For 
which cauſe he pleaded like a lover, & betrayed his 


ſported him to extrao:dinary aCtions. For having 
been ail his life rime very plain in apparel, cowards his 
latter days when he went on: of his chamber he ſum- 
pruouſly cloathed himſelf, he ſhuffled his officers, & 
changed them our of a certain delire of novelcy,thar 
it might be known, he was yet alive: he cared not to 
be curſed, fo that men believ'd htm to be living, Yer, 
if he had done all this to lead the life of a man, and 
ofa King with ſome reaſonable contentment, his 


{aRion,diſcovering the things moſt important;which 70 cares might have been the more excuſable. Bur- all 


gaveQueenBlanch agreat light to guard her ſelf tro 
the wicked enterpriſes of ber enemies, and diffipate 
all factions, 


this great endeavour was but to drag along a miſe» 
rable life amons the diſtruſts of his neareſt allyes, a- 
morg 


&4.4 


Prodigi- 
ous vidto- 
ry which 
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mong jealoufies of his own fon, among woodden 
and Iron capes wherein he kept 2 Biſhop ob. Verdun 
ſor the ſpace of fourteen years, among chains and 
cloggs of Iron, (which he called his threads ) among 
diſconſolate ſadneſſes , which they ſought by all 
means to ſweeten; one while making Clowns to 
ſport before him, another while furmiſhing out a 
muſick of Hopgs, ranged under a pavillion of vel. 
yet, whith they pricked o__ theears with bod- 
kins tro make them chant forth their goodly warb- 
lings. What inventions doth a paſſionate man finde 
out, to prolong his puniſhments | 

Next unto life, the moſt ardent defires are for 
wealch and honour, which make turbulent and buſie 
ſpirits ro diſturb the whole world, without enjoying 
one hour of repoſe, One might as ſoon number the 
fars and the ſands of the ſea, as reckon up the ſouls 
of this kinde, with which the Hiſtories of all Nations 
are ſtuffed, For, in matters that concern particular 
ends, you on every occaſion ſee children bandicd a- 
vainſt their Parents and Kindred in mutiny one a- 
gainſt anorher,who bely their bloud, betray nature, 
and deyour lands, bloudy and ſmoaking for imagi- 
nary pretenſions in the matter of their inheritance. 

2. But it would be very hard to finde a ſpirit 
more covetous, more fatious, ( and more tempeſtu- 
ous to encreaſe his eſtate) then was that of Lotha- 
rim the ſon of Lews the Courteous : Hence it was 
that he ſhamefully degraded, ſhaved, and ſhut the 
King his Father in a Cloiſter : Hence,that he contri- 


inthe end yed ſo many matches,and plotted ſo many Conſpi- 


Lotharins 
gained 0- 


racies : Hence,thart he levyed ſo many Armies, and 


er himſelf Save ſo many battels : Hence, that he ranſack'd ſo 


afrer a 


great fiorm 


many Churches, put the Cergy to ranſom, threw 


ofpaſſions; 4OWN Juſtice, and exhauſted the Nobility : Henco 


in becom- 


it was, that he had alwayes an eye towards the field, 


ing Relig and an armed hand to ruine the inheritance of his 


brothers: Laſtly,hence proceeded that bloudy bat. 
tel of Fontenay,where an hundred thouſand men of 
account died in the place ; ſo many rivers and ſeas of 


20 Bur, as theſe kind of perſons are commonly treated 


ed a Letter of challenge in a great aſſembly of Gre- 

cians, inviting all the yvorld to come and fee him 
burn alive, vyherein ht failed not,throwing bimſelf 
into the fire to gain the glory of a generous man, 
All our Gladiatours are in ibis ſtate, vvhodeſire to 
make themſelves famous by infamous Duels, and 
have a greater appetite to live in the fantaſie of men 
(ſuch as themſelves ) then in their own bodies. 

4. There are other coverc defires ot honour which The ambi. 


1© ſleep in the boſom of men conſecrated ro God, and % 9s 


clehaſticks 


enkindle their flames vvith the fire of the Incenſory, and retigs. 


vyhich-are much more ſubtle, and which devour, as 2% much 
: m 


hre from heaven, _ ſub. 


5. This vvas verified under the reign of Clotharias 14!de 
in the perſon of Crodielde a religious woman of the ©p2** 
Monaſtery of St. Crefſe of Poictiers, She was daugh- Caribe, 
ter of Caribert, and following the example of the **ligious 
Queen St. Radegende, ſhe had generouſly deſpiſed ward] 
the world, to take a husband in the houſe of God : "? me 
'es by het 
with much honour and fair entertainment , their 5 
paſſions ſleep like the filk-worm foulded up in its 
threads, which in the end breaks its priſon, becomes 
a butterfly,and flies aloft in the air, | 

She kad a violent defire to bold the bigheſt place 
and to yield to none, as far as her power would ex- 
tend, She patiently enough endured S. Radegonde 
becauſe ſhe had been a Queen : but ſo ſoon as death 
had cloſed up her eyes, and that ſhe faw, vvithout 
any regard had of Royal bloud, Leuboece vvas cho- 


30 ſenand confirmed for Abbeſs of the Monaſtery; ſhe 


brake her bands of ſilk, which ſo tenderly tied her to 
the Croſs, awakened all her ſleeping pailions, took 
thewings of ſuch an exorbirant ambition, that having 
opened the lacks, & broken open the doors, ſhe went 
out accompanyed with Baſizes her Couſin and forty 
others, Religions Libertines, to provide for her (cif 
at Court,and to procure to be choſen Abbeſ;. 

The good S. Gregory of Toxr: relateth, that ſhe 
coming unto his City throughly wet,and much tired 


bloud muſt an outrageous ambition ſwim in, which 40 with her journey, beſought him to take her and her 


is wedded to particular ends, and coyetouſneſs. 

But howſoever it were, he by an unexpected mira- 
cle became victor over theſe two pailions,when (at. 
ter he had embroiled his whole lite ) he was ſenſibly 
touched with a divine inſpiration, and forſook the 
Crown of an Empire,to take that of aCloiſter,chan- 
ging his pride into humility, his impiety into devoti- 
on,and his ambition into penance. It it an AR which 
only appertaineth to a Hand wholly divine, to draw 


virgins into his protection, againſt the vislences of 
the Abbeſs of Poiftiers, who had treated her with all 
manner of indignity.She added that for this purpoſe 
ſhe was going tothe Court ,and prayed him,that ex. 
peQing her return, he would be pleaſed according 
to uſual charity to provide for the entertainment of 
all her religious women. The good Biſhop, who wag 
very buſie abour his ſtudies, and the funtion of his 
charge, would not undertake the trouble of main. 


light out of a Chaos, and pull this ſerpent out of his 5o taining ſo many virgins, which he feared as much as 


cavern; but it was likewiſe a moſt incomparable hap- 


- Pinefs, ro ſee him to dy a good Religious man at the 


$hallow 
and Fanta- 
Rick am» 
bitions, 


Codinus 
in Eclog, 


Lucianus 
in Peregri- 
NO. 


years-end, and to receive the Crown in the begin. 
ning of the Career, although it be not likely, that 
thoſe grievous fins were ſo mn expiated,bur that a 
00d part of them were reſcrv'd for purifyingflames, 

3. For as much as concerneth the diverſity.of am- 


bitions, there are ſome ſhallow and fantaſtick which - 


reſemble that of a filly Trades-man in Conſtaxtine- 


a vaſt army ; but entertained her very canonically, 
ſaying he could not approve her going forth, & that 
if ſhe were offended with her Abbeſs,ſhe ought not 
therefore to forſake her Monaſtery without leave - 
but peaceably to inform Aforovens the Biſhop, who, 
by the obligation of his place, was to order all their 
differences. She, who would not hear ſpeech of this 
man,anſwered , He marred all, and that order can- 
not be expeRed from the Authour of diſorder : ſo 


ple, who gave all the wealth he had gathered in his 60 that, ſeeing $. Gregory nothing diſpoſed to feed ſo 


whole life,that he might ( but ſo much as one hour ) 
wear the Crown on his head,and play a King of the 
Cards on a ſtage, where he was uſed with all man- 
ner of ſcorn : Even ſo many Courtiers ſuffer them- 
ſelves deſperately-ro run intocertain barren vani- 
ties, buſying themſelves abour Genealogies, Marri- 
ages, Extraction, right and left Lines , to hnde, in 
the Aſhes of T roy the great, an ally of their bloud, 
and to make themſelves diadems in picture. 

Others are a little Fypocondriack, Wihave hu. 
mours not unlike thoſe of Peregrinxs, who preſcut- 


many mouths ; ſhe provided elſewhere,and went di- 
rectly to her Uncle King Goxtray,leaving all her re- 
ligious under the charge of Baſines.Gontran received 
her very courteouſly, as his niece,and gave her ma- 
ny gifts; but, having well conſidered her buſineſs, he 
would not meddle with it, ſaying, It was an Eccleſia- 
ſtical. affair; and that he would recommend it to the 
Biſhops of the Province, which he moſt exactly did, 


709 without preſcribing them any thing to the prejudice 


of right, or the diſhonour of their dignity. Crodie/de 
thereupon returningto Tears found her ſiſters mpch 


impaired, 
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impaired, and knew, by experience that religious 
women diſſolve in: ſecalac lite, as ſalt in water, al- 
though thgnce it took its original, They were fo 
chargeable ro all, bur eſpecially to S. Gregory, thar 
he prayed and made vows for their departure, which 
cauſed them to' haſten their retreat ro Poictiers, 
where inteadof entring into the Abbey, they with. 
drew into the Church of Saint Hilary. | 

In the end, Godegefi{lus Archbiſhoprof Bourdeanx 


0b/efvations uþen DESIRE, 


643 
peareth,that an:bition is not'only ſurious,budlblirde 
in its jury.She who ſwellowed Camels, maketh an a- 
natomy ota fly:ſhe who was detiled with the crimes 
of Tyrants, reprehendeih flight recreations which 
had been permitted under the government of S,/R.x- 
degonde,The Abbels replyed very modeſty to all ber 
objections,and made her innocency appear as briphr 
as the rayes of the Sun, whereupon the was re-elta- 
bliſhed with henour-and'applaule in her digtity, 8 


arrived with his Suffragans,to decide the matter-but 10 the other condemned to ask her pardon, and ro ſub- 


theſe Miſtrifſes (who had good noſes, ſmelling thar 
this aſſembly was not to favour their faction ) levied 
a regiment of ſouldiers to defend them, of which 
they make Childeric to be the Captain , a wicked & 
a moſt reſolute fellow,who failed not to be well fol- 
lowed, ſuch fore there was of Frizlers and effemi- 
nate youngſters who put themſelves into this arm 
of women. [he Biſhops failed not ro march dire&ly 
towards them,accompanied with the Clergy, and a 


mit to her commands: To which ſhe ſtoutly anſwer- 
ed,ſhe would never do it, and that they ſhould ra. 
ther adviſe-upon the means of putting the Abbeſs to 
death, then to uſe her inſuch ſo: t. Bur ſhe perſiſting 
in this obdurateneſs 'is again deprived of the com- 
munion of the Church, ſeparated from all her com- 
plices who are'placed in diverſe Monafſteries thereto 
do penanee : yet ſhe ſtill finding herſelf to be ſup. 
ported by ſome, by reaſon of her noble extraction, 


great multitnde of people, to ſummon them to re- 20 on a time ſtole her ſelf from the juſt puniſhment of 


enter into the Monaſtery, bur this Amazon inſtantly 
commanded her ſouldiers to ſtrike, which they did 
with ſo much violence, that the Crofiers and banners 
ſecing themſelves ſo unexpectedly charged, began 
to totter,the Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons fled-there 
was a general diſſipation of the people, and man 

were wounded in the place,the Church it ſelf being 
ſtained with humane bloud.Credie/de running on to 
the higeſt degree of inſolency,as if ſhe had been puf- 


ted up with her victory,entrerh into the Monaſtery 30 


with her Hackſters,& takes her Abbeſs,who is drag. 
ged by the hair, uſed with all hideous extremities, 
and confined to a priſon. She cauſed all the religious 
women to come who had oppoſed her,fhe torments 
th-m with ſandry tortures, layes hold of the Char- 
ters, ſcizeth on all the papers, maketh her ſelf Ab. 
beſs ; and bearing a barbarous ſoul in the heart of a 
woman,exerciſeth rigours and cruelties which ſtruck 
| horror into all the world. The Biſhops had no other 


evil carriage; and fled with her Coutin to Childe- 
bert”s Court, where being not able any longer to 
raiſe ſtorms,ſhe was conſtrained to be quiet, rather 
for want of force, then through the defe&t of cou- 
rage. One may by this proceeding ſee the Tempeſts 
which ariſe from ill reitied delires,when they are 
underpropped by ſome manner of power, and that 
there is nothing ſo ſovereign, as in their rootto 
mortifie them, To 

5. Butthey neverare ſoinſolent, as when they yinch 61 
bud in the hearts of people of baſe extraction, who in hearts 
behold themſelves unexpeRedly raiſed to ſome ex- ®22e <= 
traordinary favour, are moſt 


S. Lewss bad taken into his f: iendſhip bis Chirur. <p 
gion named Petey [a Brefſe, becauſe, beſides the expe- pie of a 


rience he had in his proteſſion, he had made himſelf chicurgion 
praiſe-worthy for the goodneſs of his wit and great je Say 


loyalty. This favour mounted much higher under preſſed and 


Philip the third, ſucceſſour of $. Lewss : for he not pgs 


defence, but the Thunders of Excommunication, of 40 content to hionour this man with a particular affeRi- gence and 


which theſe creatures, abandoned by God, made ve. 
ry little account. Aſacoy Governour of Poitiers was 
entreated to uſe a ſtrong hand, but he excuſed him- 
ſelf, faying,he would not contend with the daughter 
of a King,vithout commiſſion.But it was not fir,mat- 
ters ſhould ſo continue , and honeſt men unable an 

longer to ſee the Church groan under an unheard 
of Tyranny, implore by moſt humble ſupplications 
the aid of three Kings, {lothari»s,Gontran,and Chil- 


on, beſtowed benefits upon him with ſuch an ineſtj- juſtice of 
mable profuſion, that he raiſed him to the dignity of > 
Chamberlain, and conferred honours and largeſſes France, 
upon all his kindred, This fellow, ſeeing the young 

King had not the moderation of the father, to pro. 

portion his affeRions to his reputation and the good 

of his ſtate, uſurped upon his ſpirit,entred into all his 
ſecrets,and needs would intermeddle in State affairs, 

from which bis birth and the much limited capacity 


debert,wiho being ſenſibly rouched with theſe diſor. $0 of his wit ought to have deterred him, 


ders,gave large Commiſſions, power,aud command- 
ment to Governoursto aſliſt the Biſhops of Tours, 
Colen,and Poitiers, who were appointed to deter. 
mine this difference.Order is at this time well obſer- 
ved, Juſtice is there ſupported by force:the gallants, 
who had adhered to the faction of che Nuns, ſcatter 
under the terrour ofarms & Royal authority. This 
Empreſs of Rebels is taken, and carried to the Coun- 
cil to give an account of her deportments. She comes 


thither in an audacious manner -retaining ftiil ſome- 60 


thing of her arrogancy and inſupportable haughti.. 
nef,even in her depreſſion ; and afcer ſhe had em. 

loyed arms, ſhe 5kirmiſherh, what ſhe could, with 
bir rongue ; which wes by falling on the life and 
manners of her Abbeſe, whom ſhe accuſed of many 
trifling things, reproaching her(among other points) 
to have made a garment for her niece of a Cope ta- 
kenout of the Treaſury of che Church, which was 
falſe, to have cauſed ſecular perſons to eat at her 


Table, ro have a bath in the Monaltery and to play 70 


at Chefs.For this required to have her depoſed,hat 
ſhe might be put in her place: whercin it plataly ap- 


The King had in a ſecond wedlock marryed a moſt 
virtuous Princeſs, Afary of Brabant, who held in his 
heart that place which the Law of God and the $a- 
crament of Marriage gave her. It is a wonder, how 
this child of the earch entreth hereby into jealouftes; 
and thovght the tender affections of the King to- 
wards his deareſt fpouſe might leflen the good fa- 
yours of his Maſter, whom he was deſirous to poſlcf 
inthe title of a Sovereign. 

He ſought to caſt the apple of diſcord into ſo hap. 
py a marriage: &, ſeeing this knot could not be bro. 
ken bur with much labour, having a ſoul fold to Ini- 
quity, it is thought he found means tro poyſon Lewes 
eldeſt ſon of Phi/ip,and of 1/abc! his firſt wife, This 
young Prince is by a ſudden death taken away to the 
infinite grief of all the Court : Phy ficians being con» 
{ulred with upon ir, judge his life was ſhortned by 
poyſon,not knowing the authour of fo deteſtable a 
crime. The wicked man in the meantime gives cloſe 
counter-blows, and under- hand fixeth this ſuſpicion d 
upon the innocentQueen, And, albeit, her behaviour 
(which did print innocency on the mild aſpeR Y b=r 

acey 
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face) ſufficiently freed her before all good men yet 
the intereſt which commonly ſtep- mothers have in 


the death of their husbands children, and the ſubtle . 


Nights of chis devil ( who coloured the matter with 
zeal of publick good ) began to blemiſh a life which 
was asfree from ſtzins,as tne = que ſtars. TheKing 
is already half wayering, but loath to precipitate any 
thing inan affair of ſuch importance, he reſolved to 
conlal with the Oracles of chat time, & to have re- 


were cclipſed, 1 here was in thoſe dayes a religious 
woman in Flanders who was thought to be endowed 
with the ſpirit of Propheſie, and to tell the moſt hid- 
den things.; to whom he reſolved to ſend the Abbot 
of S. Den to ſatisfie him in the truth of the fat. Ls 
Brofſe, who expected a more ſpeedying diſpatch up- 
on his informations, began to be troubled, and fear- 
ing this Prophereſs might marr all, ſo wrought, that 
the Biſhop of Bayexx bis kinſman agreed with the 
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by a Sentence that condemned lim to be barged 
ard ſtrangled on a gallows of Felons, Here it was 
where the ambitious deſires of this difloyal foul 
were to determine, who found that worldly for- 
funes in which God is not, are groſs ſmoaks that 
produce nought bnt tempefts. 


-— Part”, | 


priſon and brovght to his trial, whithwas ſollowed | 


6. To conclude , we finde ( inthe laſt order ) The French 


bloudy and furious ambitions which cauſe revoluti- 


Nicctas obſcrveth one very terrible, whereinthe 

French were witneſſes, arbicratours, and revengers, 
During the expedition they made in the Lan un- 

der Phi:ip Gods-gnift, there appeared a ſtrange acci-, 


" dent, and a horrible confuſion in the ſtate of the 


Eaſtern Empire. 1ſaac Comnenus, who held the reins 
of the Empire,is menaced much miſery by his near- 
eſt allies, and thoſe whom he had advanced to the 
greateſt dignities, He thereupon conſulteth with a 


Abbot to undertake the journey of Flanders with 30 South-ſayer,who,amog popular ſpirits;was in great 


bim. He being very ſubtle, ſought to prevent the 
Virgin,& to accommodate her to his likings, where- 
in he could not prevail according to his wicked pur. 
poſe , and it is likewiſe thought, ſhe let him ſee pre- 
ſumptions pregnant enough againſt Ls mn_ his 
kinsman.But he,ſurprizing her by way of conſcience 
enjoyned her ſilence, ſaying, It was not fit for her to 
ſpeak, ſince her ſpeech might peradventure be the 
canſe of the death of a man whom ſhe-could not ex- 


reputation, but who,according to the opinion of N;- 
cet as,was a cheating Impoſtor that ſought to paſs for 
a Prophet, although his words conſiſted of a thouſand 
falſhoods, The Emperour with much courteſie ha- 
ving ſaluted him , he diſpoſed himſelfto leap,and ro 
expreſs poſtures which ſayoured more of a man poſ- 
ſefled and frantick,then of a Prophet: notwithſtand. 


ing,without ſaying any thing elſe,he threw his ſtaffe 


at the Emperours Image,and (for an ill preſage) pur 


ou ro this danger without mortal fin. The Abbot, 30 out the the eyes of it. 7/aac Comnenns, making no ac- 
e 


ing come to acquit himſelf of his Comiſſion, found 
her wholly reſerved, and could get nothing out of 
her,which made him to ſuſpe& ſome deceit, Both of 
them returned to the Court where the Biſhop, being 
queſtioned by the King concerning his ——_—_—, 
ſaith, the rel:gious woman had told him things under 
the ſ:cret of Confeſſion, which was not fit for him 
to reveal, To which Philip readily replyed, that he 
ſent him not to hear her Confeſſion, but to know 


count bereof contemneth the South. ſayer & in few 
dayes is deprived of the Empire and of his eyes(by a 
horrible conſpiracy of Alexims his neareſt kinſman) 
and in this condition confined to a loathſome priſon 
all the reſt of his life. The tyrant(who had pur our his 
eyes)takes his bloudy ſpoil,and finding no reſiſtance, 
poſſeſſeth himſelf of the throne of Conſtantinople. 


revengers 
: of ambiti- 
courſe to-the lights of heaven, ſince they on earth xo cns of Empire, and ſhake the pillars of the eartfi : ea. 


Alex#« {on of the Emperour made blinde, eſcaped Thefurious 


out of the chains and hand of the parricide his uncle 


ambition 
» of Alevius 


the revelations ſhe had from God in the diſcharge 40 and goes tothe French Camp, where he made a la. ( the Ty- 


of Innocents. The Abbot faid aloud, he well perceiy- 
cd there was juglivg in the Biſhops proceeding, and 
that he went not {incerely to work, which was the 
cauſe that a ſecond Embaſſage was appointed to this 
religious creature, whereof Theobald Biſhop of Dol 
and Ar-z!ph a Knight ofthe Templars,had the C6- 
miſſion,& they fo wel underſtood how to handle the 
matter,thatſhe ſpake in theſe tearms.Tell the King, 
If any one hath ſpckew to him in an ill ſenſe of the 


mentable narration of his diſaſters. 


He prayes, he rant of 


. Greece) pul 
beſeecheth, he conjurethr theſe brave Conquerours xiſhed by 


by all things the moſt facred,to take pity upon a mi- 
ſerable Emperour,and to ſuccour his father againft 


the valour 
and Juſtice 
of the 


the moſt execrable treachery that ever waSpraGtiſed French, 


in the world, ſaying, It onely belongeth to them to 
trample dragons and monſters under-foot. Beſides 
the glory of this aRion;he promiſeth them wonders, 


arms,ſhips, munition,to advance the deſign they had 


ween his wife , let him not believe it : for ſhe ss tru- go for the conqueſt of the holy Land. The Frexch were 


ly, and ſincerely good, and cordiagy faithful towards 
h m and his, her wirtue cannit be obſcured by the 
darkueſs of Calymny, This anſwer cured Philip's 
mind in che matter of ſuſpicion againſt Afary, and 
turned it upon his bad ſervants, although the want 
of proofe permitted him not, to hazard the puniſh. 
ment was due to them. 
But God, who draweth brightneſs out of the bo- 
ſom of dar kneſs,diſcovered the miſchief of La Breſs 


by a notable accident. One of his cruſty friends paſ- ; 


{ing by the Abbey of $. Peter at Melus is ſurprized 
by a ſharp ſickneſs ; which made him think npon his 
laſt paſſage by the aſſiſtance of good Religious men 
of that Monaſtery , and finding himſelf rouched ro 
the quick with remorſe of conſcience, he declared his 
crime, and gave a little Caſket to a Religious man 
who heard his Confeſſion, charging him to give ir 
to the King with his.own hands, and to no orher , 
which he very faibfully did , and when they had 0- 


divided in opinion upon this buſineſs : ſome deſiring 
to purſue their journey, others judging this occaſt- 
on well. deſerved to ſtay them, there being nor any 
ations in the world more glorious, then to do ju. 
ſtice tg the afflicted, diſpoſſeſs bloudy uſurpers of 
Empires, and to reſtore true Kings into thar rank 
which nature and the conſent of people had given 
them.This FaRtion carried ir, ard ours, uſing the ad- 
vantage which their firſt feryours afforded them, 


0 put themſelves preſently in a readineſs to take Coy- 


ſtantinople. One who ſhould well weigh the exploics 
of arms they didin ſix days, would think their army 
had conſiſted of Giants,who bare Mountains and pi- 
ted them one upon another to over-look the {trong- 
eſt Ciradels in the world. What they did exceedcth 
ordinary prodigies and wiil ſcarcely find credit with 
poſterity. Two thouſand foot, ſeparated from the 
reſt of the army, aided onely by five hundred horſe, 
entred into a City wherein there were threeſcore 


pened this box of Pandora, there were diſcovered 70 thouſand horſe, and four hundred chouſand fouls 


all the miſchiefs and praRiſes of La Broſſe, and his 


hopesto be diſſolved. Foc he was preſently put in 


able to bear arms. This ſo filled minds with terrour, 
that the tyrant, as timorous in warr as he had been 
violent 


- 
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Part 4. ObPervations uboh DESIRE, 


in peace, leaves hisplace without reſiſtance,& putting or treaſons,-Ah | poor ſon, thou art paſſed away 
his richeſt treaſures into covert, he goes to Sea,in an like froth on the water \ and Fortune did not raiſe 


645 


inſtant to change a great Empire into baniſhment, 
He went out at one gate, and young Alex: en. 


+ tredin by the other, cauſing his troops to march in 


good order, and was with applauſe received bythe 
chicf Citizens , who had uſed mach compaſſion in 


_ theafflitions of his Father. There was then ſeen a 


ſtrange alteration,when they went to take thispoor 


. WHlind Emperour out of priſon, to carry him in tri- 10 


vmph to his throne : he thonght himſelf a ſleep.and 
in a dream, and imagined it ſo ſweet, that he in his 
blindneſs feared the day-light. He learned from his 
ſon all the ſucceſs of this negotiation, and the yalo. 
rous atchieyements of the Freach.Heknew not what 
he ſhould believe,what he might hope,nor what to 
admire. A world of wonders overwhelm his mind 
and more then ever he bewaileth the loſs of his eys, 
to behold himſelf bereft of theſight of theſe incom- 


parable men who ſcemed to be ſent from Heaven. 20 


Finally, he ſaith, he is ſatiated with Empire and 
worldly greatneſs, and that he putteth all his ſtate 
into the hands of his ſon. His ſon embraceth him 
with all unexpreſſable tenderneſs , calling him his 
Lord and Father, and proteſting .he will not inter. 
meddle with any thing of cheEmpire but the cares, 
whileft he liveth, RY dignity to his diſcre. 
tion who had given him birth, 

The Father, on the other ſide,anſwered, that the 


thee withinthe imaginary circuic of her Empire, 
but to calt. thee down-'headlong. I bewail not my 
blindneſs, icis the happieſt of my evils, ſince it be- 
reaves me the aſpeR ot the horrible accidents which 
by heap paſs through my ears. - Dear ſon ! thou 
haſt out=(tripped me, but , 1 follow thee with a 
confident pace into the ſhadey of death, which ſhall 
for me hereafter be the beft of. lives. - - 

He gave up the ghoſt intheſc anguiſhes, whileſt 
theCity ofConfl antinople was divided by a thouſand 
factions,& turmoiled wich fatal convullions w*Þ mi- 
niſtred matter of preſage of the change of Empire: 

, The people weary of the government of the An- 
gels(whoſe names were 1/aac and Alexi)bad alrea» 
dy choſen one called Canabrs, a man before un- 
known, who was quickly put down by the power 
and violence of Aſur/»flxs. He was a Prince ar- 
rogant, igcontinent , and more cunning then pru- 
dent , who kept not long that Scepter. which he by 
ſuch wickedneſs had nſurped. For, ſcarcely two 
months and a balf were paſt,but that che Frexch re- 
turned, and belicged Conſtaxtizo;le which the new 
tyrant had already very well fortified But the Gre- 
cians then were ſo cowardous and affrighted, that 
they made very little reſiſtarce,and flew before the 
French,and other yWeſtery and. Northern people, as 
before ſo many Giants. Aſnrſufim,as faint-hearted 


piety of his ſon was mere. to him then all Empires, , q in peril,as he had been adventrous to commit a trea- 


and that he hereafter ſhould repute himſelf the bap- 
pieſt man in the world, being enlightned by the rays 
of ſuch virtue, inthe deprivation of temporal light, 
This was an admirable ſtrife, which made it appear, 
that if there be impetuous deſires in the Courts of 
creat men,there are likewiſe ſometimestobe found 


- moderations, which ſurpaſs all mens imagination. I 


am not ignorant Nicetas faich, that this affeRtion af. 
terward turned into jealoulie:but we muſt note this 


Authour is paflionate againlt Alex and his father, ,» 


by reaſon ot the amity he contracted with ſtrangers. 
The French judged ir fit that the ſon ſhould reign 
by the authority of the father, and in reſpeR of his 


infirmiries, take the whole government of the State - 


into his hand,wbich he did, & all feemed to proſper 
in his beginnings; when, after the retreat of ours, 
who had made havock enough in the City , out of 
the liberty of arms: rebels ſtirred , who pur the 
whole City into combuſtion, exciting it againſt the 


young Emperour, and ſaying, that under pretext gg 


of publick good , he had called in ſtrangers to the 
faccage of his Country, which made him unworthy 
both of Empire ard hife. The conſpiring was ſo 
violent, that Alex, baving no leiſure to look a- 
bout him,was betraied by one of his intimatefriends 
named Mnr/ufius, who,pretending to put him into 
a place of ſafety, threw him into an ugly dungeon, 
where, twice having tried to put him to death by 
poylon, and ſeeing his plot ſucceeded not: he our 


ofa horrid baſeneſs cauſed him to be ſtrangled.De- gg 


ccittul felicities of the worid! True turrets of Faye- 
ries, which are only in imagination ! Where ſhall 
your allurements prevail from henceforth. 
The poor Father , hearing the dearh of his ſon, 
and the ſudden alteration of affairs, faith ; 
Good God | to what calamity do you reſerve my 


wretched old age ? I have conſummated evils, and 
evils have not yet ended me. I am now but a rotten . 


trunk deprived of vigour, and the functions of life; 
and if I bave any feeling, it is only of my miſerics. 
Take this ſoul which is on my hips, and which is 0- 
ver-toiled with worldly Empires, and pur it in a 
place where it may no longer fear either hoftilities 


* ſon, puts himſelt upon the Sea to fly in:o0 Aforea; but 


is takenand ſlain by the Divine Vengeance, which 
perpetually hath an armed hand over furious and 
bloody ambitions. TheCiry and Empire of Conftan- 
tinople yield in the end to the Weſtern power : and 
Baldwin Earl of Flanders is choſen Emperour by 
the conſent of all the Army. Nicetas a Greek Au- 
thour,who lived at that time,deploreth this charge 
with the Lamentations of Feremy. But it was God's 
judgment, who would puritic the Zaſtery Throne 
defiled by ſo many wicked ations, making a Prince 
ſo chaſt to ſt thereon, that 1Vicet as himſclt is enfor- 
ced to praiſe and admire his fingular continency, as 
I have obſerved in my firſt Treatiſe. 

Throughout all theſe Diſcourſe: we now ſee how 
the deſires of the ambitious are chaſliſed, and how 
their hopes being vain,their joys are likewiſe ſhort 
and unhappy. | 

7. Hiſtorians give moſt of our Kings this praiſe ; 
that they never had turbulent and: troubleſom ſpi- 
rits; but loved Peace and maintained Juſtice. 


Moderatf- 
on of ihe 


The Hiſtory of the Fathers of the xy:ſt aſſures us, Kings of 
that in the general combuſtion of Wars between 


the French and the Engliſh, there was a good Her- 
mite named 7ohn of Gaunt, who ceaſed not to be- 
ſcech heaven to quench the fire of theſe fatal Divi- 
ſions,and that he was fent by God to micdiate peace 
between the two Kings, 

He firſt went to our Charles the Seventh, whon 
he found infinitely diſpoſed to all the conditions of 
a good Peace,ard this gave bim occaſion to promiſe 
himinfinite many benediRionrs from heaven, that he 
ſhould haveaSon{ſucceſſour of his Fſtates)to crown 
his Felicities : whickſhappened to him ( as being a 
voice from God, and an Oracle of Truth.) But 
when the Religious man-came to the King of Exg- 
lad, he would in no ſorthearken to him, but cau- 
ſed him to be uſed in a manner unworthy his perſon; 
which drew the anger of God upon his Kingdom, 
and occaſioned him great calamities, 

This ſubje is fo plentiful, that 1 am willing to ab- 
breyiate it, ambitious deſires being {o frequent, that 
they haye more need to be corre&ed , then ſought 
into. Mmmm Obſ[ers 

o 


THE HOLY COURT. _—_ 


Obſervations upon ANGER and REVENGE. 


Ehold here the Paſſion from whence ſpar- 
B kles, flames, and coals proceed, which make 


horrible bavock , unlefs Grace and Reaſon 

cauſe ſome.temper. 
There is not any devil more familiar in Court, 
more injurious to civil converſation, more perni- 
cious to States., then Choler and Revenge. Pride, 


Part 4. 
ing along the Rhine, & made himſelf remarkable by 
a notable head of bair : whereupon, Bertrand,Cap- 
tain of the Saxons , darting ſome inſolent words at 
bim ; the King ſuddenly paſſed the river with great 
danger of his perſon, obſerveth his enemy, purſues 
bim,ftrikes him down from his horſe, and cuts off his 
head,which he fixed on the top of a lance, to fill the 
Sax» Army with terrour. Thus ſhould the anger 
of a great Prince be bent againſt proud and unjuſt 


which is born with the moſt eminent conditions, 10 adverlaries, not againſt his own Subjects. This ſpur 


nouriſheth it, flatterers enkindle it,inſolent tongues 
ſharpen it, fire and ſword end it. |, 

In ſome it is haughty and cruel, asit appeared 
in Dagobeyt, a young Prince, ſon of (otharixs the 
Second, who in his tendreſt years, had (1 know not 
what ) of ſalvage in him, which favoured of the 

-Amoniaz manners of Paganiſme , or the humours of his 


ained vicories over himſelf, The King tis Father 


#:. Annals 


th ſometimes added valour to the ſweeteſt na- F 
tures, witneſs Charles the Simple, who ſeeing that yalour of 
Robert had gathered together a huge army of Re- © we 
bels againft him, paſſed the river of A45/xeto charge '"*© 
him , and the other putting himſelf into a readineſs 
to reſiſt him, animating his own fide, and braving in 
the head of his army; Charles looked himin the face, 
as the Butr againſt which he ſhould unburden all his 
gall, ſpurs forward directly towards bim,and ſo ſuc- 


of France, had appoirited bim two Goyernours; Armed , to 29 cesfully hits' him with a thruſt of his lance in the 


retihe his manners ; Sadrageſifius , to breed him 
up to Arms and Court-like behaviour, The firft 
governed him like the Sun, the ſecond, as the 
Nothern. wind. | 
The one inſinvated bimſelf with much ſweetneſs, 
the other undertook him with too proud and arro. 
gant an approach, which in him rather caufed Aver- 
10n,then Inſtru&ion, From whence it came to pals, 
that he being one day invited to the Princes table, 


Chgler of 
Dag obert 
ſomewhat 
rough, 


himſelf right over againſt him, took Dagcberrs glaſs 
and drank to him : wherewith he was ſo deſperate. 
ly offended , that inſtantly he fell upon him , and 
taking a knife on the table , cut off his beard , and 

molt contemptuouſly disfigered him. 

Sadrageflns, inthis plight, preſented himſelf to 
Clotharins , who was likewiſe _ , and 
isGuard 


=_ 
cauſed his Son to be purſued, commanding 


to apprehend him : but he ſaved himſelf in the San- | 
Quary of Montmartre under the protetion ot $. 40 he ſeemed to be refolved , but this Choler had al. {<> * >=t- 


Dexis, uniil his farhers anger was pacified, who ſpa- 
red not to give him a ſharp reprebeniion, and to 
raiſe Sadrageſillus to great dignities , to take away 
* the acerbities of the affront he had received. 

Another rime, S. Arm/d asking leave of the ſame 
Dagobert to retire from Court, out of the defire he 
had to paſs the reſt of his dayesin ſweet ſolitnde , 
the King many times denied him : and he growing 
a little earneſt in a good cauſe, he furiouſly draws 


where he did cat apart, as the Kings ſon , he placed 30 battel to Edward King of England, T 


mouth,that he tore out his rongue and killed him. 
3. Yet Choler is extremely dangerous ih matrer 
of Arms, eſpecially in things where ſome xeſolution 
is to: be taken with counſel and maturity, For it The paſ- 
troubleth the art (ſaid an Antient) and many timey 0" of anger 
cauſeth errours irreparable. 7 Ars 15 pr 
,This is but too -much verified in the faral day of milicary 
Creſcy-field, where Philip of Valois, one of the moſt 750 8, 
valiant Monarchs which ever handled w__ gave ; 
e Enpliſh 
Army bravely encamped , heard Maſs, leiturely 
rook its repaſt, and coolely expected the enemy, to 
fight with firm footing : at which time , our Philip 
animated with anger, and above all , fearing leait 
the Engliſh might eſcape bim , baſtned bis Army 
what he could, cauſing it to march, and tyring it out pyitis of 
on che day of battel, The Monk Ba/eKas , a man Viv. 2 
well experienced in feats of arms , ſhewed him , ir 552 148 


. | 3%. genexous 
were much better to expe till morning : on which King lo- 


ready put fire into his ſouldiers: and although dei 
ſome cried out, Stay, Enfiga-bearers ;, yetthoſe who humour of 
marched before , were to afraid to be out-gone by *'***" 
them who followed, that they had not the patience, 

When they came to join battel,the Gexoway Archers 

who were in the French Army, proteſted aloud, they 

were not able to do their duty , and inſtantly dis- 

banded, whereupon the King grew into a freſh an- 

ger , and commanded to cut them in pieces , which 


forth his ſword; —_— to kill himif he perfit.. 50 with all poſſible violence was executed , ours bei 


ed in this requett. A Lord there preſent ſtayed the 
blow, and the Qneen, ſhewing her husband the un- 
worthineſs of his Choler , ſo gained bim , that he 
came to himſelf, gave his Maſter full fatisfation and 
permitted him to go whither he thought good, moſt 
affetionately recommendirg his perſon and fate 
to him. 

Seneca bath well ſaid , that Choler was not a ſign 
of a courageous, but a ſwoln ſpirit : as-it by experi. 


crnelly bent to deyour their members , whilſt the 
arrows of the enemy fell upon them like bail, and the 
horſe gauled with ſhot, horribly neighing,ran awa 

with their riders, and all the place was covered with 
dead bodies. This trouble of mind coft the loſs of a 
bartel, wherein ( Froiſſard ſaith) were eight Frexch 
againſt one Exg/i/64-man , and thirty thouſand men 
( where among others, the king of. Bobemia , and 
Charles Count of Alencen the Kings brother) were 


ence appeared- in Dagebert who was little war-like, g, ſlain inthe place. Behold the diſaſters of an ill-go. 


For , _ bur in one piece of ſervice againſt the 
Saxoxs , where he received a very ſlight hurt , he 
made ſo many ceremonies out it, that heſent a 
lock: of | his. bloudy hair to is father to implore 
his aid. 1t is true that this Prince, being in his youth 
a little unruly, harkened afterward to the good rea- 
fons of his Council , and became very temperate, 
Generous 2, There are Martia] angers which are generous 


_ 4 and bold , When a heart upon 2 good occaſion is in- 
tharins. 


. happened to Clatharins the Second, who coming to 
ſuccour his fon Dagebert preſently appeared march. 


verned Paſſion , which is never well known bur by 

the experience of its miſery. | 
4. There are other nice and haughty Cholers, 
which are brought forth in the Curioſities of an im- 
perious life,as it happened to many Emperours who 
took a glory in being angry, and to make their bry. 

tiſhneſs famous by m_ effects. B«jazrt ſhewing Bacbarons 

one day the pleafare of hawking to the Count of 75... 

Newers , cauſed almoſt two thouſand Falconers to 


flamed to the avengement of ſome Injuſtice , as it 70 de killed, for a hawk which had not flown well. He 


well deſerved to-be fhut np in a cage ( as he was af- 
terward ) for ſporting with ſuch proliplty with 
| umane 


humane blond; Tt is much more intolerable, when 
Chriſtian Princes flie out, as did Lewis the young, 
(who being offended by Theobald Count of Cham- 
paigne) entred into his territory, and made ſtrange 
ſpoil, even to the ſetting of the great Church of V7. 


of bo fire, and therein burning fifteen hundred men, , 
W 


o fled into it as into a Sanftuary. But this enraged 

Paſſion knew no diftintion between facred and 
prophane,and the confuſion of this fancy confound- 

ed heaven and earth. Good French men abhorred 

Lewis the an a& ſo barbarous.and S. Bernard (who then flou- 
ane he riſhed) made the thunders of Gods judgments to 
by, Zer. roar in theKings ear,wherewith he was ſo terrified, 
nerd, cvs that re-eatrjng into himſelf, he fell into a deep me- 
ſelf for 13; [ancholy,, which cauſed his mind to make a divorce 
anger) by from all worldly joyes,wherewith he became ſo de- 
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to Henry of England,ſhe inceſſantly ſtirred up all the 2v2icin 
powers of that Kingdom to our ruin,and ſowed the goo 
firſt ſeeds of war, which the continuance of 300 | 
years, which,an infinite number of fightsand barrels; 
which, the reverence due to Religion , the knot ot 
mutual Alliances, and Oath interpoſed in ixſcore 
Treatiſes , could not wholly extinguiſh, 

8. There are other angers free and fimple, which 
proceed from an indiſcreet goodneſs, but which fail 

19 not ty occaſion much evil to themſelves, when th 
aſſail eminent and vindicative people. It was the mi- 
ſery of poor Enguerrandof AMarigny, who having anger our 
Soverned the Finances under Philip the Fair(and at. of Gimpti- 
terward ſeeing himſelf perſecuted by Charles of Kg. © 4vY 
leis unkle of Lewis Hutin heir of a Crown)was tran- 
ſported with fo much hear, that ir coſt him his life. | 

For this Prince ſharply askingan account of him = 
of the treaſures of the deceaſed King , he freely an- of 5nguer> 
ſwered, Jt is to you (Sir) ] have given a good part of _ 


timescauſe 
hurt for a 
word too 


bumble,withour fortiſhneſs , timorous, without de- 20 them,and the reft hath beey employed in the Kinss 


—_ py jected, that he was like ro die, had not S. Bernard 

nance, fought to cure the wound he gave,ſhewing that the 
true penitent ought to be ſad without diſcomfort ;, 
ſpair:and that the grief of his fall ſhould not exclude 
the hope of his riſing again. 
But they are more tolerable who. puniſh themſelves 
with their own choler, as H. King of England, that 
bit bis lips, gnaſhed his reeth, pulled off his hair, 
threw his bed and cloaths on the ground, eat ſtraw 
and liay,co expreſs his imperuous paſſion. 

Danger of F. They who are arrogant, and given to contemn 

—_ and flout others,draw fire and poiſon on theirheads 

VUS+** learnt to ſeed themſelves with affronts and injuries. 

William the A word flying like a ſpark of fire. raiſeth flames 


Congue- which are not quenched but with =_ effuſion of 
Engl .* bloud. Philip the Firſt, hearing that pyi/liam the 
very ſuſpi- 
cious any manto ſee him, by reaſon of a corporal infirmi- 
oy . It is no wonder (faith he) if this big man bein 
the end brought a bed. This being old to the other, 


who was of a capricious ſpirit, he proteſted he would 


riſe from his &11d-bed, but with ſo many torches 49 


and lights, that he wonld carry fire into the boſome 
of Fraxce. And verily he failed not therein, and in 
this fury ſo heated himſelf, that he died in proper 
flames. A man hath. little to do to enkindle a War 
ar the charge of ſo many lives, for a jelt, a cold 
countenance, a letter not written obſequiouſly e- 
nough.for a word incon(iderate. 
niftory of 6. The Flemings were to blame,when revolted a- 
___ gainſt Philip of Valcis , they our of derifion called 
of cerrain DIM The found King,and advanced a great Cock on 
reb-ilious their principal ſtandard, the device whereof was, that 
£cn"3% when he ſhould crow, the Found King ſhould enter 
puniſhed into their city, This ſo exaſperated his great courage 
by tie 8©- thar he waged them a batte),and with ſuch fury de- 


Philip of ſeated them, that Froifard aſſurerh, that of a huge 
yawz, army of Rebels,there was not one left who became 
not a vicime of his vengeance. Lewis Outre-mer was 
detained priſoner at Roan, for baving in his anger 

ſpoken injuriouſly againſt Richard,the young Duke 

of Normansy. And Francis the Firſt ruined all his 
affairs,for having handled Charles Duke of Boarbox 

with ſome manner of indignity, therein complying 

wirchthe humour of the Queen his Mother. 

_— 7.TbeAnger of potent women is(above all)dread- 
fall, when they are not with-held by conſiderations 

. of conſcience, becauſe they bave a certain appetite 

ies 27 of revenge, which exceedcih all may be imagined. 


onrane- Queen Elcowr,wife of Lewzs the young who bad as 
vewy of yiolcnt a ſpirit as ever animated the body of a wo- 
France,  man,ſceing her ſelf repudiated by herhusband,albe- 
it upon mort juſt, reaſon, conceived ſuch rage and fu. 
ry againſt France, tlat being afſgerward remarried 


Conguerour, who was very groſs, would not ſaffer . 


AT 
fairs. Wherenpon Charles giving him the lie. «' 
other tranſported with pation, had the boldneſs to 
fay unto him, By God, It is you your ſelf Sir. This 
reply being of ir ſelf very infolent, and ſpoken at a 
time when all conſpired to his ruine, ſent him to the 
Gallows of Mountfaucon, which he had cauſed to 
be built in his greateſt authority. Men co!d,and well 
acquainted with affairs, who commonlythink much 
never ſpeak ill of them'that can hurt them, ; 


when they afſa!l impatient natures, which have not 30 g. All theſe extravagancies which we have produ- 


ced, have proceeded from fervour , but there are 0: 
thers cold,and malign,as are Averſions and Hatred 
which are no other then inveterate and hardened 
angers, {o much che more dangerous as they pro- 
ceed from a ſpirit more deep, and are plotted with 
more time and preparation. 
So did Lewss the Eleventh who had many La- 
byrinths in his heart wherein he kept his revenges, 
and oftentimes took delight to ſend them abroad 
with ceremony and pomp, to take the more plea- 
ſure in them. So ſoon as he was King, he ſer himſelf 
to revenge his injuries, as if power given from hea. 
ven ought to be an inſtrumenr of paſſion He perſe- 
cuted a good ſubjeR which was the Count of Dam- 
martin) tor no other crime, but for having obeyed 
and executed the order of Charles the Sexenth who 
had ſent him into Da#z/phine,to ſtop Lewis who then 
turmoiled and perplexed «he King his father. He 
prevented this plor, and fled into Flanders, yet 
ceaſed he not afterward to hate this good ſervant : 
and albeit he proſtrated himſelfat his feer, praying 
him to tyrget what was paſt , yet be cauſed his pro- 
ceſs to be made in Parhament, upon accuſations, 
which did more maniteſt the Paſſion of the King, + 
then any crime in the life of the Counc, Notwith- 
ſtanding, the cloſe practiſe was ſo great that he was 
condemned co death : and although Lewzs,rerrified 
by his own Cenſcience and the general opinion, 
would not have it co proceed any turther , yet he 
60 confined him to the Baſtile, where he had ſpent the 
reſt of his dayes if he had not found means to fave 
himſelf. But whom would he ſpare who put away 
and deprived of Office his beſt ſervants, for baving 
bindred him during his ſickneſs to come near unto a 
Window, out of the care they had of his health 2? 
This paſſion was a Devil in the heart of this Prince, 
which made him odious-to many, and titled his xymn's., 
whole life with diſturbance and acerbiry. AGRL 
10. A revengetull ſpirit ſpares nothing to pleaſe —_— of 
it ſelf, and oft-t1mes openeth precipices to fill them an Abbor, 
with death and ruine. It isa ftrange thing, thar one 3009 74% 
ſole Abbot of Saint German de Prez named Gaulin, againfiths 
Mmmm 3 hag Freacy 


JO 
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Wick:dre- had almoſt ruined the whole Kingdom of Fraxce,for 


venge of an 
Abbor, aad 


having been bereaved of an Abbacy.He many years 


of FolnPr4. FEVOLved bis reverge, ard alter the death of Liwis 


chytas a- 
gainſt the 


French, 


Glaker. 


Great mo- 
deiarioa in 


le Begne (under whom he had received the injury 
which he propoſed to himſelf) he went to Lewes 
the German, whom he inflamed with ſo much cun- 
ning to'the conqueſt of the Kingdom of Fraxce,thac 
he {ct a buge Army on loot to ſurprize the heir of 
the Crown in the confufion of his affairs : and the 


trouble was ſo great, that needs muſt Lorraigne be 10 words of a religious man,lays down arms, & diſlipa- 


cut off trom the Kingdom of France, to giveitto 
this Conquerour, 

So did Jobs Prochyt as the Sicilian, who (having 
been deprived of his eſtate byCharles of wry cOn- 
ceived 2 mortal enmity againſt the French, which 
made him contrive that bloody Tragedy of Sicilian 
VeSþers.This unfortunate man,diſguiling bimſelf in 
the habit of a Franciſcan,went to Peter of Arragon, 
to ſhew him the means how to invade Sicily : and 


ſceing that he,and bis wifeQuecnConſtaxce,bent all 20 upon ſuch as had received the bread of life, Bur 


their endeavour thereto, he ceaſed not to ſtir up the 
Couniry; where he had much credit, and uſed fo 
many engines, that in the end he cauſed one of the 
moſt horrible maſſacres which was ever projeRted. 
On an Eefter-day,in the time 6f Veſpers,the French 
had all their throats cut throughout the: Ifland of 
Sicily.No age,ſex,condition,nobility,nor religious, 
were ſpared. [ be blackſpirit of the Abyſs drew men 
from theAltar to run to the ſword,which they indif- 


ferencly thruſt into che boſom of their gueſts : nor 30 the dead (which was piliaw the Conquerour) was 


were ſo many crys & lamentations, nor ſuch images 
of death flying betore their eys,able ro wound their 
hearts w'® oneſole touch of compaſſion w* uſech to 
move the moſt unnatural.Rage(blown bythe breath 
of the moſt cruel furies of hell) made them to open 
the bellies of women , and to dig into their entrails 
to tear thence little Infants conceived of Frexch 
blood. It cauſed the moſt ſecret SanQuaries of na- 
ture to be violated, to put thoſe to death, who had 


not (as yet) the firſt rait of life. Shall we not then 49 Cannons of Zeehes, to pray, and to build a Tomb 


ſay, that the paſſion of revenge, which bath taken 
root in a ſoul half damned, is the moſt fatal inſtru- 
ment that Hell can invent to overthrow the Em. 
pire of Chriſtianity ? | 

11. Alltheſe accidents well conſidered, are ſuffi- 
cient to moderate the paſſions which make ſo much 
noiſe among man-kind. Butlet us conſider betore 
we go off this ſtage , that Anger and Revenge are 
not creatures invincible to Courtiers, who yet re. 
tain ſome character of Chriſtianity. | 

Rebert,one of the gre-tcſt Kings that ever ware 
the Crown of Fraxce , ſaw his two ſons bandied a- 
gainſt him, when ( provoked by the praCtiles of the 


St. (King) Queen their mother ,wbo ceaſed not to inſult over 
"Robert, 


them) they ran to the field with'ſome tumultuary 
troops, and began co 2xercile ads of hoſtility which 
made them very guilty. The father ( incenſed by 
their rebellion, and forcibly urged by the ſting of 
the mother's revenge) ſpeedily prepares an Army, 
and entreth into Burgundy to ſurpriſe and chaſtiſe 
them, Thereupon zy:/1-am Abbot of S. Benigne of 
Die» goeth to him, and ſhews that theſe diſorders 
were an effe& of the Nivine Providence which we 
ſhould rather appeaſe by penance, then irritate by 
anger : that, if is Majeſty would call ro mind, he 


ſhould find that his youth was not exempt from er-- 


rours,commitred by the inconſideration of age, and 
the pra&tiſe of evil counſels: that he ought not to 


; revenge wich ſword and fire, that which he had ſuf- 


fered in his own perſon ; and,that as he would not 
any ſhould enterpriſe upon his hereditary poſlefſi- 
on; ſo it was fit, not to meddle with'that which was 


50 numents of Agxes,that he would command hisTrea. 


God's, who had reſerved vengeance to himſelf. This 
ſpeech had ſach power that the good King was in+ 
ſtantly appeaſed ; cauſed his children to come , em- 
braced them with paternal affeFion , and received 
them into favour, tying their reconciliation withan 
indiſſoluble knot, What can one anſwer to the 
mildneſ, of a King accompanied with ſo much pow- 
er and wiſdom , © but confeſs, that pardon is not a 
thing impoſlible ? ſince this great Prince upon the 


teth all his anger,as wavesbreak at the foot ofrocks, 

13, We muſt confeſs, that Regality was never ,,, 
ſen allyed to a ſpirit more mild and peaceable;and ;n ons 3e- 
that his ations ſhould rather be matter of admira.. #57 Regs. 
tion, then example, He pardoned twelve murthe.. 
rers{who had a purpoſe to attempt apon his life) af- 
ter he had cauſed them to confeſs and communicate, 
ſaying , It was not reaſonable to condemn thoſe 
whom the Church had abſolved,and to afMiict death 


what would not he have done, who, ſurprizing a 
rogue which had cut away half of his Cloak furred 
with Ermins, ſaid mildly to him, Save thy ſelf, and 
leave the reſt for another who may have need of it | 

' 13. This mildneſs is very like to that of Hexry 
the Firſt, afterward King of England, who ſeeing 
his father's body to be ſtated in open ſtreet ( upon 
the inftant of his Obſequies ) and this by a mean 
Citizen, who complained the ſoil of the land where 


to be interred, was his Anceſtours inheritance : he 
was nothing at all moved, but preſently command- 
ed his Treaſurer to ſatisfie the Creditour, and to 
proſecute the pomp of his Funerals. 
. 14. Lewss the Eleventh did a King like a& to- Generous 
wards the aſhes of the fair Ages, who had poſſeſſed 735.7. 
the heart of his fatber Charles the Seventh,and had Eleventh. 
perſecuted him(theſon)in her life-time.Ar herdeath 


ſhe gave £oovo crowns for a foundation to the 


for her in the midſt of the Church. Theſe men (pru. 
dent according to the world)accommodating them- 
ſelvsto the time,&honoring thisriſingSun(mounted 
to the throne of the Kingdom, after the death of his 
father)preſented themſelves befor ebim,asking,they 
might be permitted to demoliſh the romb of this 
woman who had fo ill uſed him : .but he with incre- 
dible generoſity anſwered, he made not war againſt 
the dead, 8 that fo far was he from ruining the mo- 


ſurer to give them 6000 Florens to preſerve them, 

15. Sage and devout women, albeit the Sex is too Humility 
apt for reyenge.fail not to re-enter into themſelyes - "rommay 
and blame their proceedings , when paſſion hath Ame to o- 
tranſported chem out of the liſts of reaſon, Axe of 1752" the 
Britain {ceing King Lewis theTwelfth very ſick and gw. 
in danper of his life (upon the conſideration that he 
lett herno male-child ) cauſed a Ship to .be rigged 
our, laden with great riches which ſhe ſent into ber 
dear country , of purpoſe to retire thither ſo ſoon 
as the Kihg were dead. 

But, the Marſhal de Gie who commandcd in a Ci- 
ty of paſſage, judging thathis charge obliged him to 
let nothingpaſs out of theKingdom during theKings 
fckneſs,did without anyother order upon this reſo- 
lJutionarreſtall rhegoods of thepoorQueen.che was 
aBee w® lived inthe ſweetneſs of devotion; but yet 
had her ſting : ſo that being much provoked by this 
at, ſhe purſued the Marſhal, and made him come 

o £0 atrial ar the Parliament of Theloſe,wherc he was 
condemned to be baniſhed out of France. Butthe 
good Queen calling back reafon ( after the ring 

0 


Part 4; 


Great and 
magnant- ta 


of her choler) with-held the-blow, granted liberty 
ro the delinquent, proteſted he was a worthy Lord, 
and had 2 7 in all be bad done, according to 
the rules of ſtate, Whence it prarera , that thoſe 
cruel ſouls are moſt unreaſorable which perſiſt in 
hating, becauſe they have once begun ; and never 
lay down a wickedtacred , for which they bave no 
other reafon but their own wickedneſs. 

16. Lewis the Twelfth her husband might haye 


<codneſs ſure under Charles the Eighth his Predeceſſour 
of Lewii yghen he was Duke of Orleans, ſome flatterers coun- 
Twelfth. ſelling him to ennoble his entry to the'Crown by 


Jncom 
rable 


pa 


the beating down his adverſaries, anſwered im this 
metnorable manner, 

That it was not fit for a King of Fraxceto revenge 
the quarrelsof the Duke of Orlean:;and for this, pur- 
poſe'he marked with a croſs all the names of his enc- 
mies written down on;papet : Whereat many won- 


dred, thinking this note promiſed them'nothing but 20 which contained the ima 


a pair of gallows ; which made them preſently fly,ſo 
much they were urged by their own conſcience. But 
he aſſembled them all cogether,and ler them under. 
ſtand he had (igned their names with a Croſs , that 
they therein might behold the leſſon which the au- 
thour of life diatedunto us on the Crofs , which 
was to forgive thoſe who perſecute us. Fraxces the 
Firſt , bis Cs following theſe ſteps pardoned 
the rebellious Rochellers, moved by the pitifal cla- 


0b/ervattons upon ANGER. 
you now behold me : ard above all,! will ask this fa- 
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your of them , that they abſtain from maiming any. 


member ot the Queen my wifes body ,vborn I know 


to be moſt innocent; or pulling -out the eyes of 


Charles my grand-child , tor that would tome be 
more bitcer then death, In this manner-he- came tÞ 
his fons Camp,who hypocritically received him with 
all reverence, promiling an uſage worthy. his condi- 
tion : and in the mean time aſſembled a venomous 


rence was given contrary to all torm of Juſtice , by 
ſubjects againſt their Sovereign Prince ; by children 
againſt their father , by guilcy againſt the innocenc, 
without hearing him , wuhour ſeeing him ; and on 
a ſundainit was publickly exccuted at the Aſſembly 
of Compiege. . 
. This King,che beſt in the world,on-his knees in the 
Church, in the preſence of his vaſſals,4mong an infi- 
nite number of people}, held a'ſcroule in Fs hand, 
pry cauſes of his cori- 
demnation , they enforced him to fead it himſelf, ro 
open his mouth againſt his own innocency ;-to ask 
forgiveneſs of the Aſſembly which did him an irre- 
parable wrong, T hen,to conclude this cruel ſcene;he 
1s conſtrained to take off his belt, and to lay it on the 
Altar , to deſpoil himſelf of his Royal Robes,and to 
take from the hands of certain infamous Prelates, a 
babic of penance , with which he was put into the 
hands of the Guard , ahd a few dayes atter , led-a- 


mours of great number of little children who cried 39 long in Lothariss bis train, 


for mercy ar his entrance into the City. Our moſt 
Chriſtian King hath renewed the examples of the 
like clemency,I ſpeak nothing of the Chriſtian gene- 
roſity of Hewry the Third, who ſeeing himſelf taken 
away from Throne & Life by a moſt deteſtable par- 
racide,left the revenge thereof to God in the fharp- 
neſs of his wound. Hemry the Fourth had a ſoul in- 
finitely mild, and if we find in his life fome humane 
defeRs$, yet therein there are a thouſand divine vir- 
tues which ſhadow them by their grear lights. 

17. But, if we coſnpare goodneſs with offence ; 


ſcarcely ſhall we find{throughour all the hiſtories of 


— the Chriftian world) a Prince who in this point hath 


the ſon 


Charle. 
mai;ne. 


ef £qualled the virtue of Lew the mild, fon of Char lec- 


waigne. This name coſt him an invincible patience, 
which made it well appear that a nature too eaſie is 
expoſed to infinite difficulties. His own children 
( Lotharins, Pepin, and Lews) rebelled againſt him, 
and ( ont of a horrible daring) took Queen 7 udith 


from his ſides, whom he ina ſecond wedlock had 5o with the Duke of Britaigne, The Prince being 0 


married , cauſed her by force to rake the veil, and 
holding a dagger at her throat , made her promiſe 
to perſwade her husband co forfake the world,” out 
of their Ambition to uſurp his Scepter, and pull the 
Diademe from his head with hands of Harpies. 

The poor Prince ſaw himſelfin one night aban- 
doned by his army which ſlipt away before his cies, 
and went to yield themſelves to his unnatural, ſons ; 


bur, ſome honeſt men ſtaying about him;he beſought 


All Hiſtories mourn in the ho-rour of this narrati» 
on, and there is not any whoin his thoughts con- 
demns not.the Anthours.of this atrempr, Bur this 
go00d King ( being re-eſtabliſhed by the endeavour 
of his beſt Subjects) did never purſue his injuries; 
witnefling in all occaſions an extreme facility to be 
reconciled to his children : and when, afterward he 
was upon the point of death, he rallied together all 
he had of life, ſpirits, and ſtrength, to forgive them, 


40 and asked of God that he would not take vengeance 


t her this leſſon, who having received4ll mea- 10 Council of maligne ſpirits to degrate him, The ſen» puptcix, 


upon their crimes. This was to fulfil the whole law, * 


and ro do at the Court all that which the moſt per- 
fefly religious can perform in a Cloiſter, 

18. I will yer tefl you for a conclulion, that there 
are certain induſtries, which they who are near great 
ones, may uſe to appeaſe their Anger, and to divert 
the pernicious effe&ts, by fome delay , which is the 
beſt Counſellour this furious paflion can have. 

This is to be ſeen in the courſe that Bawalex took 


Argentye, 


Addreſs of 


[ol FBavalos to 


fended with the Count of Cliſſon Conſtable of appeaſe 


that anger 
Fraxce,reſolved to take him in a fnare, & undo him, of the 


To compals this enterpriſe , he made a great feaſt 
whereto heinvited all the princgpal Lords of Bri. 
taigne.courtingC/iſſon with incomparable courteſie, 

After all, he let him ſee his Caftle of Lermize, 
where leading him from ſtory to flory , and from 
chamber to: chamber , he brought hum to the chief 
Turret, praying him to conſider the fortifications, to 


and conjured them to ſave themſelves and to leave gg reform the getets , whilſt be ſpake a word to Sci- 


him alone in peril, ſince he was the vitime of Expi- 
ation, and that his {ins had reduced him to this Cala- 
mity: and verily he went like a victime to the Altar, 
accompanied with the Queen his wife and his grand- 
child Charles , to render himſelf upa priſoner into 
their hands, to whom he had given both hvelybood, 
and life, This heart trnely-mild, ſaid by the way to 
thoſe who lead him , Let my ſons do what they will 
with me, and all that God# ſhall permit : 1only 
pray you (f{ince I have never offended chem) no: go 
expoſe me to the fury of the multitude which com- 
monly are very unjuſt to thoſe who are depreſſed, as 


gneur Laval,brother in law to Clifſom.He no ſoon- 
er centred in , but he ſaw himſelf arreſted by the 
Guard, and pur into irons, with commandment given 
ro Monnlieur Bavaloy Captain of the Caſtle, to 
throw him (the next night) in a ſack into the water. 
Bawal, who perceived his Maſter was very quick, 
and thoughr that night might give him better cous- 
ſel, refalfed to donothing. In the mean time ſolt- 
tuge&nd darkneſsbaving recolle&ted the Dukes ſpi- 


o Fits together , which had all day been ſcattered by 


the rempeſt ofpaſſion , he found his hearr infinitely 
ballanced between the ſarisfaRtion of revenge , and 


Duke of 
3 Eriutargnes 


: the. 


CFO 


Lamenta- 
ble envy 
& enmity 
of Ebroin 
againſt 

S. Leger, 
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the apprehenſion of the inevitable dangers which 
would wait ning ſhadow of the Con. 
ſable,already drowned(as he thought) would draw 
fire, bloud,and havock upon his deſolated Country. 
The hideous viſions which alrexdy pitched barttel in 
his diſtempered brain, the diſplayed Enſigns, and 
Armies heaped together from all parts, drew! deep 
ſighs from him, which were obſerved by the gentle- 
men of his chamber. Bavales about break of day 
comes into his chamber,and being asked concerning 
the ſecret execution of his command, he anſwered, [t 
is done,loth to open any more,until he could clear- 
ly look into bis maſters mind. The Duke upon this 
word beginneth his'ſobbs again, with beating his 
hands, which teſtified great deſpair in him. Bat he 
infiſting, and many times demanding whether C/;/- 
ſon were drowned , The Captain replyed, He was, 
and that he about mid-night had buried the body, 
fearing it might be diſcovered. Then began the 


here to7 kerry*s. faction, thinking he had power and 
credit enough to make an alteration both in nature, 
and State-affairs. He then raiſeth a controverſie in a 
matter which was ſufficiently decided by birth, and 
aſſembleth the Eſtates to deliberate upon it ; where 
there were ſo many creatures,” whom he accounted 
to be obliged to follow his liking, that the palm of ſo 
doubtfull a battel ſeemed to him already abſolutely 
gained, | 
There was then in France one Leger, a man of 
great birth,of an excellent ſpirit,of an eminent vir- 
rue, accompanied with grace of body, and other 
parts which made him fit tor the Court. 

His Uncle, who was a great Prelate,had very nobly 
bred him,giving him admittance into the Palace and 
bis affairs, but, the ſweetneſs of his nature, not born 
for much trouble, made him addi& himſelf ro the 
Chureh,and become a religions man, but was after- 
ward taken out of his Monaſtery to be Biſhop of 


Prince afreſh to curſe, and to abbor his own anger 29 Aut».His degree and merit then obliged him to be 


which bad tranſported him to this out-rage, and 
ſaid, Would ro God, Bavaleon, I had believed thee 
when thou didſt counſel me to do nothing, or that 
thou had{t not believed me, when I ſo paſſionately 
commanded thee. His truſty ſervant ſeeing be ſpake 
in good earneft,and that it was time to declare him- 
ſelf aſſured him Cl;ſſex was alive, and that he had 
deferred his commandment, out of this conſiderati- 
on,that, if he perſiſted in the ſame mind, he ſhould 


preſent at this Aſſembly, whereit was treated of 
making a new King : and ſeethg Ebyecin infolertly 
ſupported the younger ro the prejudice of Nature, 
and the laws of the Kingdom ; he undertook to diſ- 
ſolve his buſie pratiſe, and to reduce miſled minds, 
unto reaſon. Notwithſtanding this violent Mayor 
of the palace ceaſed not openly to declare his deſign 
in fall Aſſembly, in favour of Thierry; uling many 
pretexts and colours which put a quite other face 


alwayes have means enough to execute him. The 30 upon a buſineſs ſo unreaſonable. Good men, who 


Duke (rapt with this prudence) embraced him, and 
ave him a thouſand florens, for finding out ſo ex- 
cellent a remedy for his Paſſion, 


Obſervations upon EN V Y, Which draw. 
e:h along with it Jealoufie, Hatred, and 
Sadneſs. 


E enter into black and Saturnian Paſſ- 


more feared his bloudy countenance, and his irre- 
concilable enmities , then approved his reaſons, 
looked one upon another,expetting that ſome gene- 
rous ſoul ſhould ſtand for truth : and all of them 
imagined , that baving declared themſelves with 
wa, weakneſs, and ſmall effet, they might not 
ſerve ſo much for a ſupport to Childeric's cauſe, as 
for an obje& of Eby«ix*s revenge. Crueltigs and 
Jealouſies often ruine many good affairs , and they 


\ N ons, which are Envy, Jealouſie, Fear, 40 took the way to overthrow this, if Zeger had rot 


Sadneſs, and Deſpair, wherein we ſhall 
obſerve a venomous malignity which repleniſheth 
the heart with plagues, the life with furies, and the 
world with Tragedies. I will begin this order with 
two Court-Monks who in their time made a great 
noyſe: one of which being born for cruelty , and 
bred in maſſacres, his life was a continual crime, 
and his memory a perpetually execration, 

But the other (profiting by the experience of his 


riſen up,who ſpake with ſo much reaſon, grace, au- 


- thority and courage, that he alone gave a countre- 


poiſe to Ebroix's malice, and drew all the ſoundeft 
in the Aſſembly to his fide : where Ebyoix's adbe. 
rents (ſeeing Truth carried asin Triumph by hands 
ſo courageous ) did disband, ſtndying more their 
own on to ſerve his ambition, 
Childeric mounts up to the T hrone which nature 
had prepared for him ; Ebroin, who knew the main 


evils) opened himſelf a way unto glory, and drew 50 and manifeſt contradictions he had framed againſt 


upon him the bleflings of poſterity.Unde: the reign 
of Clotharias the third, Ebroin governed the State 
in the quality of the Mayor of the Palace, who was 


. ofa ſpirit ambitions, cruel, and ſubtle , valuing no- 


thing above -his own ends; and placing conſcience 
under all things in the world. He entred into this 
charge like a Fox, and ſwayed therein like aLion , 
doing nought elſe but roar againſt ſome,and devour 
others , there being no power able enough to bend 


his right, hath a ſoul full of affrightments,and alrea- 
dy accounts himſelf for a dead man , he ſearcheth 
for ſome ſanRuary to hide himſelf, bur findeth none 
more ſafe'then Religion. - Neceſſity makes a Monk, 
where piety could neyer make a Chriſtian. He comes 
and throweth himſelfat Chilaeric's feet, offers him 
his head and life with moſt bumble ſubmiſſion, by 
which he begged of the young King, that (if his 


So : . 
goodneſs permitted him not to moiſten the entrance 


hispride, as if there were not riches enovgh in all gg into bis Throne with the bloud of the guilty) his 


the world to fatisfic his avarice, God (who often- 
times ſuffererh not things violent to be long-laſting) 
gave anend to histyranny by the death ot his Va- 
ter, whoſe reign was ſhort, and life moſt obſcure. 
He left two ſons, the eldeſt of which bare the name 
of Childeric, and the youngeſt was called Thierry. 
Ebrcn ſceing himſelf, like creeping Ivie(which ſecks 


_ a pillar for ſupport) not to ftand fair in Childeric*s 


mind, whether this Prince were too clear ſighted,to 


Majeſty would pleaſe to confine him to a Monaſte- 
ry.to bewail his (ins, and daily to die as many times, 
as he ſhould call to mind his own ingratitude. Chil. 
deric (who was not born to bloud,and who at that 
time had his heart buſied enough with the joy 
of his victory (which is a time when Mildneſs coſts 
him leaſt) permirtted him to retire into the Mona- 
ſtery of Laxwil in Burgnuay. Mean time, Leger 
(who had given ſuch tfſtimonies of his capacity ,con- 


diſcover his jupglings , Or whether under the reign7o rage, and fidelity) is put into Ebroirn*s place,and un- 


of his Father, he had otherwiſe uſed him then his 
condition deſerved ; it made himarrogantly te ad- 


dertaketh the abſolute government of all the affairs 
of the Kingdom, 
His 
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His virtue ſhould have diſpenſed with him at 
this time, not to give others occaſion to think that 
he had beaten down Ebroin's tyranny,of purpoſe to 
raiſe himſelf upon his ruines, But there are certain 
chains of Adamant in charges and Court-dignities, 
- which oftentimes captive the moſt auſtere. His Ri- 
val burſts with anger to ſec him lifredup to this dig- 
nity, when his calamity enforced him to be tied to 
aCoul, which isa piece he never had thought was 
for his purpoſe. He was a ſtrange Hermit , 


over with Ink, countecfeired the Monk , and told 
the Poultry, he much repented him to have uſcd 
them ſo ill,but chat hereafter they might confident- 
ly converſe with him, ſince his habit and condition 
permitted him not co live otherwiſe then innocent- 
ty. This miſcrable man had no other repentance, 
bur that be had not proſpered in his ambition , no 
other poverty, then the impotency of wy away 
other men's goods : 

hy pocriſie of his ſubmiſſion : no other linging.then 
the ſorrows of. his Fortune : and no other Reli- 
gion , but his habit. All his prayers tended 
to nothing elſe but to demand ſome __ of 
Stare, that he might change his fortune , where- 
as Leger ( taking ways quite contrary In his go- 
vernment) made Religion , Juſtice, and Peace to 
flouriſh. : 

His zeal oppoſed impiety , his equity, injuſtice , 
his ſweetneſs, violence: and his authority carried all 
that was reaſonable. But, there is a certain unbappi- 
neſs in the manage of State-affairs, which makes a 
' man hatehisown quiet : and virtue too regular, 1s 
eften tronbleſom even to thoſe it intends to ob- 
lige. | 

ps is offenſive to ſome, becauſe he makes them 
more honeſt then they would be : to others, becauſe 
his lights mgpifeſt their darkneſs ; whileſt others 
think, that ih the newneſs and change of a Miniſter 
of State , they ſhall better make up their own 
reckoning. Childeric himſelf rakes a diſtaſt againſt 
the faithfulleſt of his ſervants : and whether that 
Ebroiy's faRtion breathed this paſſion into him, or 
whether it proceeded from his licentious youth 3 or 
whether bis humour felt roo much conftrainc in the 
innocent ſeverity of the manners of his Mayor of 
the Palace : he ſhewed him not ſo pleaſing a look 
as he had accuſtomed. He, deſirous more efficaci- 
ouſly to ſound the King's opinion , molt humbly 
beſoughr him to give him leave to paſs the feaſt of 
Eafter in the City whereof he was a Biſhop, which 
Childeric eafily aſſented to. But perverſe ſfouls(who 
enkindledthe fire of diviſion, undercolour of friend- 
ſhip) told the good Prelate, that the eaſineſs his 
Prince had witneſſed in this late occaſion, was but 
a bait to undo him, and that he had reſolved to 
cauſe bis perſon be ſeized on,of purpoſe to murther 
him. One fears all from a power that taketh che li- 
berty to do all ; which wasthe cauſe that Leger en- 


0b/ervations upon E N y Y, 


. 


conſtrain him to end, Notwithſtanding, whether 
fear had taken too much bold upon cis good Pre- 
Jate's mind, or whether his conſcience reduced intg 
bis imagination, the repoſe of thoſe intocent days 
he had ſpent in the Monaſtery , he takes a ſuddeg 
reſolution, not to forſ;ke the world by halves; but 
by laying down the government of the affairsof the 
Kingdom, to rid himſelt alſo of bis Biſhoprick, 
The concluſion of this buſineſs is followed by a 


like to 10 ſpeedy diſpatch ; which made the King wonder, 
Nicephorus (Gregor as his Fox) who, being blacked. 


who ſent truſty perſons to invite him to return,and 
to give him aſſurance of his good affection towards 
him but big zeal had its ear 1n heaven, not to hear- 
ken to the perſwaſions of the earth. He goes to the 
Monaſtery of Laxevil, where he ſees Ebrain, who 
was there held as a fettered beaſt, and not in a con- 
ditionte bite, The Abbor,who knew the differen- 
ces that were in Court, fearing, lcalt hacred might 
hatch its egg by the help of a Keligious habic , caui- 


no other obedience, then the 20 ſed chem to be reconciled, and co calk together, 


although he had ſeparated their abode: i-aring that 
t00 frequent converſation might in them awaken 
their former aver{ions. Time flideth away very 
quietly with them, until the arrival ofa very un- 
expected accidegt. Childeric (after the departure 
ot S. Leger ) uſeth the greatneſs of his power lj- 
centioutly, and ſoilech both his Name and Digni- 
ty, with inconſiderate 'aRtions ; which quickly 
made this great Miniſter ot State to Ve deplored, 
and all the Envy to be caſt upon the King , for ha. 
ving ſo eafily diſmifled him. The concempr of his 
perſon began ſo to crecpinto the minds of his ſub- 
jects, that defamatory Libels went abroad upon 
his Paſſions and Government, which ſeemed to 
have no other aim , but the weaknirg of his Au. 
thority. He thought ro quench a coal with Aames, 
and entreth into c. urageous anger again!t choſe 
whom he ſuſpected to raiſe any queſtion upon his 
actions. 

He cauſeth a Gentleman named Boil to be ta. 
ken, and having cauſcd him to be tied ro a poſt, he 
commandeth him to be ignominiouſly whipped , 
contrary to the manner ot ordirary puniſhrfients : 
which occaſioned ſo much acerbity in rhe Nobility, 
that all in an inſtant rebelled againſt him, gods! 
tranſported by the tury of his Paſſion, and encou- 
raged by the number of his Complices , ou: of a 
horr:ble attempt, kills Chi/deric whileſt he was a 
hunting : and paſsing on to the Palace, extenderh 


» bis revenge ( like a Devil fleſhedin maſſacres) to 


the perſon of the Queen ( great with Child) whom 
he murthered. The Courtis drenched in deep de- 
folation , the pillars of the State totter : there is 
need of able men to free them from this danger. 
The friends of Ebrown and S. Leger ( who ſought 
their ownends in the employment of theſe two ) 
invited them with urgent reaſons (covered with the 
good of the State) to return to the world , aſſurin 

them that all France went to ruine, if they ſuppor- 


tred into great affriohtments upon this news , and ggtedit nor, Ebroin (to whom South. ſayers promi. 


reſolved to leavethe Court , to free himſelf from 
Envy and the dangers which threatned him. He 
communicateth his intention wich his greateſt con- 
fidents, who are nothing of his opinion, and they 
ſhewed bim he muſt not yield to a little ſtormy 
Suſt, but rather dic in the midſt of the waves (hold- 
ing the Helm in his hand)then to forſake the veflel: 
that his flight would give matter 
the King ; of advantage to his enemies, and of con- 
fuſion to his own friends : and that (bitherto) there 


ſuſpicion to * 


ſed wonders, and who, under hope he had to ſor- | 


fake the Monk's Coul, had already ſuffered his hair 
to grow , to be the better diſpoſed for all occa- 
ons ) ſhewed himſelf nothing hard to be per- 
ſwaded. 

Saint Leger therein uſed more reſiſtance , but in 
the end ſuffered himſelf to be over. come, leaving 
the ſweetneſs of Solitude to enter again into the 
troubles of the world ; - which never pafſerh unpu- 
niſhed, . but in-ſuch as do it by the Laws of pure O. 


was not any (ign of diſgrace which mrght make bim 70 bedience. He is receivedinto his Biſhoprick as an 


to begin, where th only extremity of evils might Angel, and his friends do all they can to bring hi 


ad 


m 
9 


65 


. 
\ 


to the Court, and to gain him a goodeſteem in the 
Kings mind,-who ſeemed to ſtand in need of fuch a 
ſervant, to purchaſe the more authority among the 
people who with much ſatisfaRtion had caſted the 
ſeetneſs of higGovernment. Ebrein (on the other 
fide) ſeeing T hierry (Childeric's brother) had taken 
offeſſion of the Kingdom, was very confident of 
is return, having tormerly been ot the fation ot 
the young King : But he being negleted; Lendege- 
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thanks to God, that he in this world bad chaſtiſe 

them with temporal puniſhments,as true children, 
and menacing Ebroiy with an eternity of torments, 
which the anger of God reſerved for the exo: bi- 
tancy of his wickedneſs. This cruel creature, who 
expected ſome more pliantneſs in fo great a miſery, 
was immeaſurably offerded, and inſtantly comman- 
ded them to be ſeparated,and Guerin to be ſpeedily 


f11us, an ancient favourite of T Werry's, had under- 10 put to death. 


raken the government of affairs, The furious Monk 
ſtorms like a mad-man for the dignity of Maſter of 
the Palace which he had pofleſſed , and being unable 
to creep into it by mildneſs, be entreth thereinto. 
by open violence. He rallieth together all his anci- 
ent friends , in this new change of State, he gather- 
eth a tumultuary army, and flyeth into the field 
with ſo much ſpeed, that he almoſt ſurprized the 
King with his Favourite, touſe them at his diſcre- 


He received the fentence of death with great ſorti- 
tude,embracing his blind brother with all unexpreſ. 
ſible tendernets, an1 encouraging him to the laſt 
conflit,with words tull of the ſpirit of God. After 
this, he is bound to a pillar, and knocked down with 
ſtones. Ebrein, who wonld reliſh his. revenge by 
long draughts, found out in bis heart inventions of 
a hangman,to torment Saint Leger, cauſing him to 
walk on ſtones as ſharp as razours, and appointing 


tion. Neceſſity enforceth to offer candles and in- 20 his face to be disfigured, by cutting out his tongne, 


cenſe to this devil; he is ſought unto for peace, great 
recompences are propoſed to his crimes : his ambi- 
tion takes r.o ſatisfation but in the o0bjeR of his de- 
ſign, He draweth LexdegeſiKns to a conterence under 
ſhew of accommodation, and (being a man without 
Faith or Soul) he killeth him, emptying his place 
by a murder, to repleniſh it by a Treachery, Not- 
_ withſtanding, he lets Thierry know, his arms were 
not taken bur for his ſervice, and that be had no 0. 


his noſe, his lips, to ſend him from thence a priſon- 
er to the Monaſtery of Fecan. All this was executed, 
br the patience of this incomparable man (by ſo 
ideous torments) no whit ſhaken, bleſſing God for 
all cheſe things, and inceſſantly praying, and form- 
ing ſome ſtuttering inarticulate ſounds, to inſtru 
and exhort thoſe who viſited him. 
A while after, he is called again betore this Ty- 
rant, who made a ſport of his pains, and ſought ro 


ther purpoſe, but to reduce all powers under his 30 make him end bis life by deſpair,ro kill the ſoul with 


Scepter.The other was in a condition of inability to 
defend himſelf, which made him reſolve rather to 
rake him for aferyant, then to bave him for a ma- 
ſer. In the end , this borrible fury (hidden under 
the habit of a Monk) never ceaſed until it carried 
him to the neareſt place of a Royal Throne. So 
ſoon as he was poſſeſſed of his former dignity, he 
bent all his powers to IIS on, upon 
nothing bur of ridding his hands of ſuch as had croſ- 
ſed his fortune. S. Leger was the very firſt he aim- 
cd at in his wicked plots , he diſpatcheth troops te 
make hayock about the City of Axtxx, and gives 
commands to murderers, (executioners of his re- 
venge) to lay hold of his perſon. 

The good Prelate (who heard the lamentable cries 
of the people) afMiRed by the deteſtation of theſe 
hoſtilities, went forth, and preſents bimſelf before 
theſe Barbarians, as a viRtime of expiation, to deli- 
ver himſelf oyer to death, and to ſtay the ftream of 


the body. Bur when he perceived his heart was of 
ſo ſtrong a temper, and that the dreadfull horrqur 
of a poor body (carried up and down among ſo 
many tortures ) made nothing for his reputation,he 
gave order to Chrodobert toput him to death , and 
inſtantly he was delivered to four executioners who 
led bim forth into a foreſt , which retaineth the 
name of $. Legey. The bleſſed blind mygn perctoring 
his hour approached, ſaid to them,] ſee what you go 


abour'to do : Trouble not vour ſclves, I am more 
40 7 


ready to die, then you to execute me. Thereupon, 
three of the murderers relenting, proſtrated them- 
ſelves at his feet, and craved pardon, which he very 
freely granted,and putting himſelf upon his knees 
prayed for his perſecutours, recommending his ſoul 
to rhe Father of ſouls ; at which time one of theſe 
four executioners perſiſting in his obdurateneſs cur 
off his head. The wife of Chredebert took the body, 
and interred it in a little Chappel, where it did 


the miſeries which overflowed his Dioceſs. He was g, great miracles which have deſcrued the veneration 


prepared to make an Oration, but (they as Typgers, 
which had no commerce with muſick) preſently fell 
upon him , and having taken him, they pulled ont 
bis eyes, to lead him in triumph to Ebroiy. He bad 
already poiſoned the car of the young King, having 
ſet forth this ſage Biſhop, as the moſt execrable man 
on earth, and the moſt capital enemy be. tad in the 
world. There remaincd nothing (but to produce 
him in this ſtare) fully ro accompliſh the content- 
ment his brutiſhneſs did aim at. | 

He at the ſame time cauſed Guerin (S.Leger's bro» 
ther) to be taken; doubly to rorment him in that he 
moſt loved: and having preſented them both before 
the King; he beginneth ro charge them with injuries 
and ſcorns, the Saints eclipſed eyes,and faces cover- 
ed all oyer with bloud, nothing mollifyed the heart 
ofthis Polyphemuz. Captivity tyed not the tongues 


of the two brothers, nor exceſs of miſerics dejected » 


their courages, They ſpake with all liberty what 
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of people. Some time after, the deteſtable Ebroix 
(continuing the wickedneſs of his bloudy lite). was 
ſlain in his bed like another Holeopherxes, and ſud- 
denly taken out of the world, not ſhewing any ſign 
of repentance, to be reſerved for an eternal tor» 
ment, | 

Behold all which Envy, Jealouſie, and the Rage 
of a man abandoned by God can do , which lerterh 
us manifeſtly ſee, that there are not any men in the 


60 world worſe then thoſe, who, degenerating from a 


religious -profefſion , return to the vices of the 
world. And: on the other ſide, we may behold in 
the perſon of S. Leger, that there is not any Paſſion 
which may not be overcome; nor honour which 
may not be trodden nnder-foot ; nor torments 
which a man is not able to ſer at naught, when 
he withftrong confidence throws lumſelt between 
the arms of the Croſs, there to find thoſe of Zeſws 
Chriſt. 
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To the READER, 


SSD Aving employed my firft V. olume in pious and profitable diſcourſes, Thaxe purpoſed to ſet furth 
S a inths fifth Tome  (ufſicient large Court to ſerve for example. which I have done by mni- 
5 ting tothe Hiftories which I have already publiſhed,theſe Which I have here added a wew;which 
& are almoſt all taken out of the holy Scriptures, and handled in a ftyle more ſolid and comratt 
AS ther fpecions and enlarged. | OT 
if this Work bath ſomewhat delayed its coming forth into t he light ,it hath been buſineſſes cther Wayes £0min7 
pou me, that bath ſtaid it. We have bad adverſaries to deal with, very well known, that have by their Re- 
gneſts and by their Libels exceedingly tronbled themſelves to moleſt us. I have anſwered them in two Bock 
after a long ſileuce, for that the neceſſity did ſeem ſo to require, and Amthority therein aid expreſly command 
my obediruce, TI have dont it with the greateft modeſty and ſincerity that I Was able: and I may with coufi- 
dence ſay, that it hath been to the ſatisfation of people of quality and deſert. | 

Since, as I underſtand, they have contiuned their Replies, where they largely witneſs their ſharpneſs, againſt 
me. But what «ffence have 1 committed, if in a Cauſe ſo good, and by order from my Superiours 1 have nn- 
dertaken th: Defence in general of 4 Society, in which I have lived near theſe fourty years, and have never lear- 
ned any thing therein but Wiſdom and Virtue ? oy have ſo little matter, that they are compelled to uſe old 
News borks againſt me, Which have Spcken nething, but what hath bees interpreted tomy honour, I have ſerved 
God, the King, the Queen, and all France, without ever offending any perſen,they might be aſhamed to reproach 
me with that which hath been ſo much for my credit, and to imitate thoſe people that threw their Gods at the 
h ads of their eu mits for want of arrows. '- 

God keep me from loſing ſo much time as to read their W ritings, or any defere to anſwer them, 1 ſhonld 
ferm to have loſt my underſtanding, if 1 ſhould buſie my ſelf in fighting againſt ſhadows and Lies put into Rhes 
torick, ſo fully refuted by onr Fuſtifications, and ſo manifeſt y condemned by the Judgement of the Dues Regent 
axd the reſt of the Powers that have acknowledged and maintaint the Innocency of this Seciety againſt all Ac- 
EX#/ Aftons. / 

__ Books of evil Language are intolerable to all honeſt people, and even oatons to thoſe that are rational of 
their own party; in ſo much, that I pity their Anthogrs, to Whom the pains of [9 great a Volume with ſo little 
ſacceſ's hath already (erved for a large puniſoment. 

Inftead of Replies to all thoſe flanders, I do ſincerely, offer np Prayers to God for our Perſecntcurs, that hz 
may pleaſe to kindle in their hearts bis holy Love, which may purge out this gall of bitterneſs, this carnal wiſ- 
dom and cauſe them to bring forth the fraitsof Truth, Juſtice, and Charity. | 

T he which 1 have endeavonred to do i this Work, wherein I conceive that I have acquitted my ſelf of the pre- 
miſes that I made to the Pablick by treating on the true Hiſtories of great. Perſenages,and eſpecially thoſe 'whoms 
the holy Scripture hath honoured by its ſtyle, for the edification of all rhe world. 

It is in theſe illuſtrious Repreſentations that the mind contents it ſelf , it 5s here that it contemplates the Vire 
tres of famous Perſons, like the brams of the firſt Maguitnde , it is here that it quickens it ſelf to the imitatiog 
of their glorious deeds, and that it fore ſtalls the delights of its own imm ortality. It is here, that it learns to cn- 
dure adver ſities without departing from the duties of its Calling, and firmly to keep its Couflancy like the hadew 
:n the  - img that remains immoveable nuder the blaſts of the moſt furious Winds, wet forſahing the mea- 

. ſures of the Sug. . 
® Receive therefore ( conrteous Reader ) the fruits of this my labour ſprung aÞ in the miaft of a Tempeſt, that 
it ma) find calmneſs in thy favourable acceptance. 
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reth theſe words by way of Oracle. 
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H E wiſeſt of Monarchs ſpeaking in 
the holyScripture unto the Princes 
of his age,and proceeding at large 
to givea full warning to all thoſe 
that ſhould bear part in their ho- 
nour,andimitate their lives,deliyc- 

Hearken O 
Kings, mot onely with an ear of fleſb,but,attend with 
that of the underſtanding and heart, to give entrance 


thereby to the Spirit of God. If you eſteem it a moſt 196d Adoſes to carry all that great people that he had 


glorious honour to govern innumerable people, and 
to behold from the throne of your Magnifcence, 
Nations bending under your Scepters , 'Know ye, 
that this Power which lifts you ſo high above the 
reſt of mortals,is borrowed from Heaven, and is a 
Sift which hath irs origins) from God, who is the 
Sovereign of all Monarchs of the World, It is Re 


poor people, which tremble under your power,ſhall 
be lovingly and mercifully dealt with by God ; bur 
the mighty ſhall be mightily tormented, if they be- 
have not themſelyes as they ought ; and ſhall know 
that the greatneſs of their Sovereign Authority ſhall 
avail them nothing, but to ſerve to augment their 
juit puniſhments. 

There are no plagnes more fatal to the deſtruRi- 


on of Princes,then thoſe, who (under colour of raiſ- ,, thereof the publick happineſs. 


ing thetr auchority, ) would make;themſelves great 
by power to commit (and that withour puniſhment) 
all kind of enormities. Royalty is an invention of 
God.appointed not for the benefit of the Kings, but 
of the Common-wealth. Ir was not inſtituted for 


the. vain-glory of men, - but for the ſafery of the 


World ; and Princes are more for the peoples ſake, 
then the people for theirs. | 
All-che great things were made to ſerve the leſſer. 
The Sun ( the Prince of Lights, and the heart of Na- 
ture, ) ſerves as well for the eyes of a litcle fly ,as for” 
thoſe of a Monarch, The Ocean within that its mon- 


{trous extent of Seas and wonders, tenders its ſervice 
to the little Fiſh encloſed in a ſmall ſhell,which can- 
not ſubſiſt without its attendance : The one pofle(- 
ſes not the leaſt beam, nor the other the leaſt drop of 
water,which it imployes not for the Commune. 
The Eternal Father would not that the great 
things ſhould be great in vain ; bur that they pay 
for their greatneſs, by the fayours and cares they 
are to take for the little ones. Thus God command- 


brought our of Egypt, to ſerve them all as a Mo- 
ther : and ( if we will believe S$, Baſil of Selencia ) 
Kings are made to bear the World, 

In ancient time they were lifted up upon Bucklers 
on the day of their Conſecration, to cauſe them to _ 
underſtand, that they ought to ſerve for a Buckler 
for their whole Realm. Nature hath made neither 


Orat. 2 19 
Adam, 


intending to ſhew by this greet that Royalty 
es,united in one 


without obligation to reſtore again, but with ob- 
ligement co render it better, They ought to do as 
the Bees, which take of the flowers, to make Ho- 
ney thereof, They ought to temper and bring to 
perfetion the Virtues and Qualities of the whole 
Communalty in their own perſon, to compoſe 


Wherefore do you think that the ancient Hebrews T9892 
planted trees at the birth of the children of their aus. 1. 4. 
Kings,which chey held as ſacred, and dreſſed them | 
with caretfull diligence, to make thereof one day 
thrones for thoſe little Monarchs, when they were 
come to the Crown , but onely to teach them, that 
they onght to cover the people with their proteRi- 
on, and to enrich them with goods, as the tree de- 
fends men from the tempeſt with its leaves and nou. 
riſheth them with irs fruic ? They are not properly, 

Maſters in afſtri& ſenſe, for that the Maſter, may do 
whatſoever he will with bis goods without giving ac- 
| Nnnnz coung : 


Royalty a 


lous p:C- 


THE HOLY COURT. ; 


cont thereof: But a King cannot uſe his ſubjeRs, 
but according ro the law:he muſt intreat them, as the 
Goods of God, for that he is accomprable therefore 
to the Sovereign Judge of Heaven and Earth, whoſe 
Steward he is tor a certain time, and not proprieta- 
ry for evcr.1t he abuſe chis truſt, although che people 
cannot recall the authority, which they bave given 
to him, and which hath been eſtabliſhed of it (elf by 
a long preſcription, nevertheleſs he is anſwerable 
ro the DivineMajelty for all chat he doth. 

The Divines hold;that a King, which ſhould reign 
onely for his own honour and pleaſure, would tin 
grievonſly, and put himſelf upon hazard ot looting 
his ſalvation. 

To ſpeak then the very truth , Royalty is a very 

reat obligement, & a glorious ſervitude, & he thar 

al wel conſider all its barthens,would not ſo much 
as ſtoop to take up a Diadem lying on the ground, 

Door Navarre and other Divines, that treat of 


Ls Part.s; 
Great Princes are not made by the ſuffrages oF Greax = 

men alone, but by rhe finger of Got : they are born," ou. 

in Heaven by the Nivine Decrees, before they . 4 manſhip 

pear wpon earth by humane birth. To ſpeak the ** 69%: 

truth, there are wonderful qualities required to 

make a well-accompliſhed King , and this is a thing 

more hard to find then the Phenix neſt. When the Ve '=e- 

children of 7/rac! bad this conceit, that Moſes was 

loſt, they repair to his brother Aaroy, and intreat 


to him'to make them a God,to ſit in the place of their 


Conductour, as if they meant to ſay, atter Aſoſes, 
no leſs will ſerve them then a Deity. Nevertheleſs, 
God hath never ſuffered tbat there ſhould be a per- 
fect Monarch in the World, in whom nothing hath 
been wanting , for there would have been a hazard, 
leſt he ſhould have been taken for a God, and there- 
by have cauſed a perpetual 1dolatry. 

The Heathens have made Gods of ſome Empe. 
ronrs vicious enough ; what would they not have 


the duty of Princes, ſay, That to be King, is to be 20 made of perfect ones, ſeeing that men naturally do 


the peoples man, who is charged before God upon 
the peril of his ſoul, to take care of their affairs, and 
ro maintain them in peace, as far as ſhall be lawfull 
and poſſible, to defend them from their enemies, to 
render juſtice to them by himſelt or his officers, That 
is, to chooſe men of ability and virtuous, to under- 
take thoſe charges, to watch over their ations and 
their behaviour , to chaſtiſe rhe evil ones that trou- 
ble the publick quier, and to recompence the good 


bear a certain reyerence towards virtue? Look a lit- 
tle narrowly into the life of the greateſt Monarchs 
of the World,as of David,Cyrm, Alexander, Fulins 
Ceſar, Augsftus, Conſtantine, Charlemagne; and 
you ſhall finde that all thoſe beauties, which have 
ſo dazled the eyes of the World, have had their 
ſpots, and the moſt part of the reſt have inherited a 
Renown but little commendable ; that is, To be oye 
ef the werſt amongſt many bad ones. 


ones. That is, to keep the Laws,to root out abuſes, 30 Whatſoever excellency the moſt famous of them 


to cauſe piety and good manners to flouriſh, to ſtop 
all injuſtice, corrutions and exactions.AS alſo to fa- 
cilitate trading,to order the conduQs for Souldiers, 
to take care for the reparations of publick buildings, 
for Ammunition and proviſion, for the health and 
conveniency of his SubjcRs, and to exaQt nothing of 
them above their ability : and that which is exacted, 
to husband it for their benefit, to employ the cu- 
toms with the greateſt fidelity, as the blood of men 
redeemed by the blood of Jeſus Chriſt : This is, to 
take o:der for the Education of Youth, to honour 
the Church, and perſons of deſert, to Authorize 
good Magiſtrates, to bave a particular care of ac- 
knowledging the good ſervices of men at Arms, 
which do ſacrifice themſelves in a thouſand occaſi- 
ons for the Common-weal. It is to have great com- 
paſſion on the poor, eſpecially Widows and Or- 
phans. to hear willingly the Petitions of thoſe that 
are aflied and oppreſſed, to rake thought for all, 
watch for all ; ro do that in his Realm, that the ſoul 
infuſed doth in the Body. 

Ic is to0 much power to ſay that which Vere ſaid by 
the tongue of Seneca; Among ſo many mortals,I am 
the onely one choſen in heaven to perform the office 
of God upon earth:1 am the Arbitratour both of life 
and death, 1 am the diſtributer of fortunes, the fa- 
yours that come from above are not beſtowed but by 
my mouth:1 cauſe th2 rejoycings of cities and coun» 


trys,nothing flouriſheth but by my favour.[f 1 - aw 


40 


had, proceeded from the eſpecial gift of God : and 
whatſoever meanneſs was in them, proceeded from 
themſelves, who alwayes mingled ſomewhat of Man 
with the work of the great Work- maſter. Neyerthe- 
leſs, pood Inſtructions are very uſeful for Princes,to 
rouſe up,and make aQtive the endowments they have 
from above: yet itis not in thoſe Panegyricks ſo well 
compoſed,that they learn their duty, tor,there they 
may ſooner learn to forget it (when being puft up 
by thoſe fAlatterics) they think themſelves to be in 
deed, that, which they are there, but in flouriſh. 

It is not my intent here to diſcourſe at large hoyy 
Princes oup t to govern themſelves, but to con- 
tract in a few words that which is neceſſary for 
their diretion, and I am perſwaded that the Scri- 
pture, S. Lew in his Teſtament, and Lews the ele. 
venth in that Treatiſe which he compoſed himſelf 
for the inftrution of the King his ſon, have faid 
hereto ſnfficient, and that the rules of reigning well 


5o cannot be drawn better from any, then thoſe that 


have been of the ſame profeſſion. 

The perfeRion of a Prince may be comprehend. 
ed within theſe five Qualities, Piety, Wiſdom, Ju- 
ſtice, Goodneſs, and Valour. Piety firs him for 
God : Wiſdom for himſelf : Juſtice, for the Law +: 
Valour, for Arms: and Goodneſs , for the whole 
World, 

Piety,or (to ſpeak more properly with $. Thomas) 
Religion is a true virtue, that appropriates Man 


but a word 1 make a million of ſwords to come forth gg, to God, and makes him to render that honour 


of the ſcabbard,and if I command |] cauſe them to be 
put uþ again.It 1sI that give, and take away liberty, 
which make,and unmake Kings, which remove Na- 
rions, which lay waſte rebellious Towns,which hold 
the happineſs or unhappineſs of men in mine hands. 
, What other thing is this that he yaunts, and fo 
proudly boaſts himſelf of ? but onely to confeſs him- 
felf reſponiible to God for ſo great an account : 


whereof this miſerable Emperour acquitted himſelf 


that is due to him as firſt Original, and chief Lord 
of the whole frame of Nature. Syneſiss in that ex- 
cellent Treatiſe that he made for the Emperour 
Arcadius concerning government, ſayes, That this 
is the foundation on the which all firmneſs ſubſiſts, 
This is that fpirit of life, which Kings do breathe 
from heaven, which fills their underſtanding with 
enlightning, their heart with Divine love and confi- 
dence, tlfeir Palace with holinels, and their King- 


ſo ill, that having lived like a beaſt, he dyed like a 70 dom with a bleſling. 
mad-man. There is no man worthy to reign, bur he 


that can zremble at the very ſhadow of Royaky, 


It belongs to a King above all, to be Pious and 
Devout towards God,even by the Title of Royalty , 
| ic 


part, f - 


it fel, Who ſhould honour that higheſt Majeſty, 
more then his Vicegerent here on earth? Who 
ſhould repreſent his yirtues, more then his image 
here b-low ? Who ſhould render greateſt thanks for 
his ſarours, more then he that receives them in the 
moſt abundance ? beſides the —— that binds 
the Prince unto this virtue ; he finds the chiefeſt in- 
tereſt there. Proſperity for the moſt part is found on 
their ſide,which honour the Deity, ſaith Titms Livi- 


The Monarchs, 


True Piety in a Monarch ſhineth forth moſt.of all Ze! 
in zeal,which is a moſt ardent love of the honour of. 
God, and to atrain to this, he ought above all ro 
keep the Law of God, avoiding all grievous and 
ſcandalons ſins, and he ought continually to take 
care, that God be ſerved in his own houſe, and 
throughout his whole Realm. _ _. 

Thac Blaſphemies, Sacriledges, Hereſies,Simony, 
and all impieties be ſcattered & vaniſh by the beams 


ws in his hiſtory, And Ariſtotle who proceeds by way 10 of his power : That the Pope, which is the Father, 


of Policy only,counſels a Monarch to be exceedingly 
religious, for that thereby he will be more beloved 
and reverenced by his ſubjets, which expe leſſe 
evil and more good from a Prince which is joined 
to God by Religion. This alſo procures him an af- 
ſurance in his firs, and makes his proſperity the 
ſweeter,and adverſities thelefſe afMitting, 

God who is the Maſter and Teacher of Princes, 
doth ſo ſtrictly recommend this virtue to thoſe 


and chief Shepheard of all;;hriſtendom, be reſpeRed 
with a holy Reverence.That the Biſhops be honour- 
ed and maintained. That theC hurch be provided of +» 
good Paſtours, That the Clergy live under Rule 
and comelineſs, & that it be maintained inits rights. 
That Hoſpitals, Monaſterics, and Religious houſes 
be protected & preſerved in their eſtates. -He ought 
not to ſuffer in any manner whatſoever, accordin 

to the order of Lew, that ſacred places be ole 


Kings, that were made more eſpecially by his own 20 in the Warrs which may happen berween Chriſtian 


eletion,that he commands them to receiye from the 
Prieſts a Copy of the Law of God, or elſe to tran. 
ſcribe ir with their own hand, to carry it alwayes 
with them, and to read it all the dayes of their life, 
to learn thereby to fear the higheſt King, and to 
keep bis inſtructions. 

Now the Piery of a Prince ought not to be ordi- 
nary,but it ought to excell in three things chiefly,in 
an inward ſenſe of the Deiry,in his worſhip,and zea- 
lous affetion. An Ancient faid, That he which be. 


Prinees.He ought to have an earneſt zeal and indefa- 
tigable for the advancement of the Faith and Reli. 
g10n,and according as the times and occaſions ſhall 
permit, to employ his arms and perſon to ſubdue 
the pride of Infidels, and ſet up the Standard of the 
Croſs. This is the portion which God reſerves for 
Chriſtian Princes, which ſhould never partake of 
true honour, but that which is encloſed within the 
Slory of 7eſus Chriſt ( ſaith Fulins Firmicns to the 
children of Conſtantine ) Nevertheleſs in deſigns of 


lieyes the Gods, makes them, and that they have no 30 war againſt the Infidels nothing ſhould be roo fer. 


need of our Sacrifices, but that they would have our 
Heart. The King onght to acknowledge God with 
a very deep ſenſe of piety, as the chiefelt eſſence, the 
chiefelt light, a Trinity within an Unity infinite, an 
Ecernal Spirit, whoſe power is Almightyneſs, whoſe 
Will is the higheſt reaſon, and whoſe Nature is no- 
thing but Holineſs : That he is a Mylterious Silence, 
a Lovely Terribleneſs, an Immenſeneſs of Glory, 
which ſces all, and knows all, from whom all Beings 


vently haſted, under pretence of zeal, to the preju- 
dice of the Realm, but to attend the coming in of 
God, which knowes the times and opportunities, 
and that ſometimes gives in without much labour, 
which men at other times undertake without good 
advice, and with little ſucceſs, 

Wiſdom doth very excellently agree with piety, 
as being a ſcience of Divine and Humane things, not 
idle,but with an active reliſh and $kill for the dire- 


have their riſing, which gives and takes away Em- 40 Ring of our life. 1fa Prince do not ſtudy to get this 


pires, before whom the World, and all its King- 
doms, and all its Monarchs, are but as it were ſmall 
atoms moving within that immoveable Beam. This 
ſenſe will cauſe the Prince to tender his Crown and 
Perſon at the feet of God with a perfe& humility, 
and Whole dependence on him in all things : he will 
learn the myſteries of our faith, and all the great 
Maxims of Religion,not for diſputation, but to be- 
lieve and adore them, : 


wiſdom, heis ignorant of his profeſſion, and makes 
himſelf contemprible to his SubjeRs. He is given by 
God to his Kingdom, as the Soul to the Body, and 
how can he then ſubſiſt without underſtanding ? 
He is given as the Eye, what can he do without 
Light ?He ovght himſelf ro be the Light, and would 
it not be a ſhame for him to be covered with perpe- 


tual darkneſs? The King ſhall reign and ſhall be wiſe, Jet. 23: 5 


ſaith the holy Scripture : this is the onely thing that 


In proſecution of this deep ſenſe, it behoyes him 50 Solowen defired of God-at the beginning of his 


to profeſs the outward worſhip and fervice for the 
performance of his duty,and the example of his peo. 
ple : as by his afliſting at divine Service with great 
reverence ; honouring the holy Sacrament;ſhewing 
himſelf excecding devout towards the moſt holy mo- 
ther of God, towards the Angels and Saints, fre- 
quenting Confeſſion and the Euchariſt , Hearkning 
willingly te the word of God, and regulating his 
prayers and daily devotions, by the advice of thoſe 


reign : and he gave him this requeſt in ſuch a man- 
ner,that he repleniſht him with a wonderful ability. 


Wiſdom maketh a man more worth then a thou- ,, ,...c: 
ſand,it multiplies it ſelf into many heads,and gathers nefs of 
rogecher the riches of the Univerſe into one onely Wiſdom, 


heart. The Wiſeman draws an harmleſs Tribute 
from the Learning of all Ages, he learns the lives of 
all, for to husband well his own, he enters into 
thoſe great Labyriaths of time paſt, as into his own 


thar direc his conſcience, and above all accounting 69 houſe ; he makes uſe of ſo many ra reinventions of 


it the chiefeſt devotion to be caretull ofs his people, 
juſt in his Government, and full of compaſlion to. 
wards the afflicted. 

It is alſo expedient to take heed that the Prince in 
this do neither roo much, nor too little , it is not fit- 
ing that he take upon him the devotion of a Prieſt 
or Religious man, which might a lictle diminiſh rhe 
credit ot his profeſſion, nor that he ſhould likewiſe 


become too careleſſe and negligent in Divine mat- 70 come : Good Counſels do enli 
ters, for fear leaſt he fall into Lrbertiniſm, which is 
the gulfof all misfortunes. 


the beſt wits of the World,as of his own Patrimony. 
You may ſay that the Soul of a learned Prince hath 
run through many Ages in diverſe Bodies. Wiſdom 
maketh him topaſs t _ long wayes with ſmall 
charges, and to diſcover the whole World without 
pong out of his Cloſer ; He learns, he diſcourſeth, 
ie judgeth, he approveth, he condemneth ; thac 
which is paſt, makes him profit by that which is to 

ten him, and e- 
ven the follies of others ere&t him a Theatre for , 
Wiſdom. 


Yet 
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Yet he mult take beed, leſt of a Prirte becoming a 


$16 Philoſopher, he ceaſe not to be a King : he ought 
{:ov1d be. not to ftudy onely to know and diſpute, but to have 


| ___ Patt; 
chief aim ofa Kings life, it conſuls little; itjudg- 
ech ill, it decreech nothing, But. the 4ruepru- 
dence can look unto the erd, can takea right mark 


the knowledge and practiſe of Excellent things :To 
think ro become wile by the reading of Books only, 
is like thinking to be hot by the remembrance of 
fire. He mult of neceſity traffick with his own un- 
derſtanding,with his own experience : and that be 
may profit by Teachers,he muſt be a teacher to him- 


In all bufineſſes, it doth all things with advice, ir 
brings Judgement without paſsion in all occurren. 
ces,and gives an effeual order for the performance 
of all that w*® hath been wiſely concluded : the re- 
membrance of that paſt, the dlarfendng ot the pre- 
ſent, and foreſecing of that ro come, makes up its 


ſelf. 1 would not that all Princes ſhould be ſuch Phi- x © whole perfetion : a quick apprebenhpn prepares, 


loſophers as Afarcns Anrelius the Emperour , nor 
ſo eloquent as 7xlias the Apoſtate,nor ſo curious in 
every Art as Hadriax. Itis a Science which comes 
* yery near to ignorance, to ſtudy for that which 
will profit nothing, and to take the pains to learn 
that which would be better unlearned: 

Seeing that the Scripture is the Book of books , 


an acuteneſs works it, good advice orders, foreſee- 
ing confirms, and pertormance crowns it. It is by 
theſe ſteps that a Prince aſcends to the Throne of 
wiſdom, which is an uneſtimable Gift, and the true 
favour ofthe Deity, . 

$ Lewis, whoſc life might have been the ſchool 
of the ableſt Philoſophers, although He bore in his 


4*- 2nd that the Ancients called the Bible the Crown; a mind the beſt maxims of Empires, yet ceaſednot to 
tor Hevr&- , . , 
«-ExercerſeKing ought not to be ignorant thereof, yet not to read good books, and as he bad ſeen in the time of 
» Corona, make himſelf a Divine, but thereby tolearn his du- 20 his impriſonment in the Eaſt, that a Saracen prince 


i-*2*  ty. Natural Phyloſophy (which ſers before us the 
great ſpeRacle of the Creatures, thereby to aſcend 
to the Creatour) is not unprofitable for a good 
underſtanding : that which reaches to reaſon & dif- 
courſe js good for every occaſion : but the Moral , 
Political, and Hiftory make up the beſt part of a 
Kings Library ; and ifhe make alittle digrefsion , 
into «Muſick and Painting; it cannot but be com» 
mendable. 


had a Library of the Books of his Law, he cauſed the 
like to be made at his return in his palace, where 
he ſpent many hours, and would converſc freely 
with men of learning and deſert: Demetrius Phale- 
rius, adviſed Kings to inſtru themſelves often by 
reading,for that there one may learn of the dead , 
which they cannot know by the living. 

The next to Wiſdom followeth Juſtice , which 
performs in a manner the chiefduty that is required 


Promote that knowledg that puffs notup vain 30 ofa Prince: and Royalty ſeemsto be nothing elſe 


ſpirits; but that rather, which bumbles'the ſolid 
0: 65 : for, by learning that which we know not , 
we underſtand our Ignorance ; and know by expe- 
ricnce,that one might make a great Library ofthat, 
which 15 beyond the knowledge of the molt learned 
in the World, There are none but thoſe that know 
little, and which know ill, who take upon them 
to have a ſufficiency of knowledge: they crakle 
like little Rivulers, whereas the greater Rivers run 


bnt an excellent ſcience of Juſtice 3 as Juſtice is ta» 
ken for that habit of virtue, by which we render to 
every one the right that belongs to him. Tertallian 
ſaid,that Goodneſs had created theWorld, but that 
Juſtice had made the Concords thereof, This wiſe 
mother of Harmenies ceaſeth not to open an ear 
to the difſents that are made in the World, to cor- 
re the diſagreeing Voices by its own love, and to 
bringall ro its own end : Ambition inventeth ex. 


quietly, That Prince, which by reaſon that he hath 4otravagant ſounds, Covetouſneſs ſends forth enra. 


ſtudied, will carry all his counſel in his own head , 
ſhevs, that he hath little profited by his ſtudy: for 
in this mortal life , a man is ſo [far wiſe, as he 
ſeeks {till ro become ſo : bur, after that he thinks 
that be hath atteined it, and hath no more need of 
others help, then he begins to be out of the way, 
The uſe of wiſdome is to become wiſe , as that of 
the eye, is to ſee, 

The wiſdom of a King may be ſeen by a reaſo- 


ged cries, tyranny makes an infernal Muſick : but 
Juſtice correRs all theſe exceſſes, andifit meer with 
valiant and incorrupt ſouls to ſerve as an itfiftru.. 
ment, it ſends forth incomparable Melodies, which 
delight the cars of God, and rejoyce the whole fa- 
brick of Nature, | 

There are two great Virtues which make aſf the 
equalities of mans life; Truth equals the underſtand- 
ing to all the objeQs, and Juſtice, the hearts to that 


nable tinRure of Learning, by the knowledge that 5o which is right, 


he hath of himſelf, and the frail ouriſhing of all 
humane things, by the diſcreetneſs ofhis words, b 

his modeſty in proſperity, by his conſtancy in ad- 
verſity. It will ſhew it ſelf by a Greatneſs, without 
 Aﬀectatien; a Majeſty, without Pride 3 an Humi- 
liry , without contempt 3 a Comelineſs, without 
Striving : where every thing declares a King , 
without any ſhew of making him ſeem ſo: it will 
ſhe it ſelf by irs Temperance, by the: moderating 


Lying and Injuſtice make every where great in- 
equalities which fill Kingdoms with Diſorder: Con- 
ſciences with Crimes, and the World with Confu- 
ſion, But Truth and Juſtice render light to dark 
things, ſtrength to feeble, certainty to doubtful , 
and order to the confuſed, | 

We naturally rake a delight ro behold the: fair 
bow in heaven, which compaſſeth theair with a 
crown of glory : but Alcainthe School-maſter of 


of his pafions,and by grudencein the government 60 Charlemaigne writes, That that which makes it the 


of his life and eſtate. 

This is tohave deeply udied ; to be able to 0. 
vercome his Anger, to diſarm Revenge, to mode. 
rate a Victory, to overcome concupiſcence, to re- 
gulate his Aﬀection, to keep under Ambition, 'to 
reſtrain his Tongue, ro over-rule his Delights,zo aſ- 
ſwage his Diſcontents,to live like a Saint, and ſpeak 
like an Oracle, This is exceedingly to have profit- 
ed in wiſdom , to be able to proceed in all affairs 


more atwiredis, for that amongſt irs other beau- 
ties , it carrieth the enſigns of Juſtice. It ſhews the 
fireand the water, in its red and blew colours, to 
inſtruQ us that Juſtice holds the fire in its power to 
conſume the wicked, arl the water to bring re- 
freſhment to thoſe ſcorching heats of calamities that 
trouble the miſerable. ' 
Juſtice is Gods profeſſion; 8& an Ancient ſaid,that 
his continual exerciſe was to weigh the hearts& the 


according to the laws of true prudence. Bur, the 70 works of men,and.to diſtribute rewards,and ordain 


falſe maketh that its principal which is but the ac- 
ceſſary : it takes Greatneſs and pleaſures for the 


chaſtiſements according to the good and ill deſcr- 
ving of every one in particular, The Scripture faith, 
that 
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 7that heis glorious and 
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nificent,, but that theſe Judgment and 7 nice , deliverthiſe that are oppreſ« Je. 31+ 


magnificences are chiefly ſeen upon the mountains 
of wounds and robberies, when be beats down with 
an invincible arm the great ones of the carth, load- 
en with the ſpoils 01 _— The Hebrews aid ,. 
that God took ſuch delight in Juſtice, that he had 
beſtowed even the Saphires of his own Throne to 
engrave the Law thereon. 


ſed from the hazd of the perſecutonys : T ake good 
heed you afflict not the ſtrayger, the orphan, nor the wi« 
dow. The Juſtice of private perſons is manifeſt in 
their particular commerce, but that of a King hath 
other Kinde of beamsto make it appear ard be be- 
held in its glory, | 


F 


If you be a true King, / as nature hath not given ans of 


ou an hundred mouthes to ſpeak, nor a hundred _ in 
pun! "1 


ment and 


The Saviour of the world is ramed the Juſt by the | 
, holy Ghoſt in the writings of his Apoſtles,not indiſ- 10 hands to do all that is neceflary with your Govern- 


ſimulation, but by bis Eſlence, All the great Imita. 
tours of God have honoured this quality, and have 
held it in the number of their deareſt delights. 7b 
maketh it his crown and his garment : David, his 
virtue : Solomen, his wiſdom : foftas, his love : Aus 
guſt us, bis exerciſe : and Trajay, bis honour, The 
memory of ſo many Conflicts, Sieges, Bartels, Con- 
queſts, Triumpbs, whereby the hfe of this great 
Emperor was ſo famous, are found but in the record 
of a few lines ; but that which remaineth engravyen 
in the memory of all Ages,isan AR of Juſtice which 
be performed even then when marching forth of 
Reme in great ſtate to go to the wars(as I have rela- 
ted in the firſt Volume ) he harkned to a poor wi- 
dow-woman which deſired Juſtice of him ; he alight. 
ed from his horſe to underſtand her buſineſs at large, 
and reſtored her to her right before he departed 
thence. Which thing did ſo wonderfully aſtoniſh $. 
Gregory, thar he prayed (as they ſay) for the foul of 


ment., it is fitting thar-you make a good choice of cewacd, 


thoſe -to whom you commit the managing of your 
Arms, of your Revenues, and of your Laws. Ne. 
ver ſuffer you, that your Name which is facred,and 
your Authority which is mviolable ſhould ſerve for 
a my" ro wicked ones to oppreſs your Subjects. 
The hnntings of men are for the wilde Boar, the 
Wolves and the Foxes ; thofe of Princes ought to be 
after the Outrageous, the Robbers, and Tyrants. 


20 All offences are but the overflowings of Inju- 


ſtice : there can be nothing chaſte ( ſ-ith Saint An- 
gnſtine) where adulcerers are, nothirg ſafe, where 
robbers ; — out of ag. where murderers. 
If the ſword of the Prince, the 'revenger of iniqui- 
ties, do nor ſtop the audacious , cities become tfor- 
refts, and forreſts everlaſting terrours ; if there be 
not Laws for men , and puniſhment tor ' offences. 
Corrupt nature would never make an end of of- 
fending, if Government reſtrained not its-encer. 


T rajan,and ſaved it: the which the D. A/phonſasCia- 30 prizes. The chiefeſt care of him thar is fer over pco- 


conins jultifies in a learned Treatiſe, although the 
Cardinal Barozins be of another opinion. 

By all this, it is apparent and manifeſt , that a 
Prince ought to have eſpecial care above all things, 
not onely to be juſt, but ro make it appear both by 
his words and deeds that which he bears in his heart. 
He is the greateſt King , according to the Philoſo- 
pher Diogexes, which is the juſteſt , and if he be 
without Juſtice, he is nothing bur an empty Name, 


ple, is to take away the evil, and the evil-doers, ihar 
honeſt people may live in ſafety : for this cauſe are 
Kingdoms, Magiſtrates, Arms, Laws , the world 
would be nothing bur robbery, and the life ot man 
confuſion, if Juſtice did not ſuppreſs the violence of 
diſordered affections. But to ſpeak the truth, the 
Prince that ſhould be ſevere in puniſhments, and 
ſhould have an heart lockt vp at rewards, would be 
as it were lame of one arm : he ought equally to be 


and a ſhadow of Royalty. The moſt excellent thing 40 ready to chaſtiſe offences, and to recompence well. 


that a King can do in that his Dignity (ſaid the Wiſc- 
man) is to worfhip the Deity ; to ordain Laws, to 
conduct Armies ; and all this is to be done Legally , 
according to the rule of Juſtice. The people feel ir 
not if he be devour, if he be ſober, if he be diſcreet, 
if he be chaſte : but if he be unjuſt, this is a publick 
miſchief, this all preſently feel, as if the Sun ſhould 
£0 out of his bounds, or if ſome malign Conſtella- 
tion ſhould cauſe burning, or floods to happen up- 


doing. When the Government of Kirgs 1s ſo looſe, 
that vices come inrequeſt, and thoſe that commic 
them, ir is almoſt a kind of fin,ihen co do well : and 
when vir:aes are io unh:ppy, as to be deprived of 
the honour which is due to them, it 1s a ſcandal of 
that age, and the ſhame of Crowns. 

Ir is not ſufficient to appoint Judges to hear and 
determine of ſuirs, he muſt be well informed of 
their proceedings and their aRons, he mult ſome. 


on the earth, King Nebxchadonozor is repreſented 50 times imitate $. Lewss, which gave judgmert under 


in the Prophet Daniel, by a Tree, under the which, 
the fowls made their neſts, and under the which , 
the other living creatures remained under coverr 
to give us to underſtand, that Princes ought to 
ſtretch forth their Power, even like branches, to 
protec their SubjeRs by rendring them Juſtice. 

A true Prince (to ſpeak as Caſſiodore doth) ought 
to ſerve for a Temple to Innocency : for a Santua- 
ry to. Temperance : for an Altar to Juſtice, You 


an Flm about the differences of his wbjeRs, and 
conſecrated the Woods and the Fie'ds by the tince. 


rity of the Oracles that went forth ot his mou. h. 


The Emperours of Coyſtantinsplr heard likewiſe 
the controverſies of their people; and as Coin ſaith, 
when one party pleaded, they held one car uncover- 
ed, and covered the other, to ſ:gntie, that they 
kept it for the adverſe party. K 

It isa weakneſs of judgment to go about to de- 


therefore (O Monarchs! ) that take delight inthe 60 cide a buſineſs, having heard but one party ; one 


glittering of-your Crown, know ye, that it is given 
you irom above, to be Gods Vice-gerent, rendring 
to every one that which belongs to him. You ought 
fo watch like an Angel over your whole Eſtate, ard 
not to ſuffer at any time that the ſmalleſt things 
ſhould be deftitute of your tendereſt cares. Hear- 
ken to that which God ſpeaks to you by his Apo« 
file, Maſters, render that which is juſt and right to 
Jour ſervants ; ſeeing that you tannot be mm that 


ought to have an ear ſomewhat hard at ſuch diverſi- 
ty of reports, which are made by partics diverſly 
intereſſed in a bulineſ(s, o:herwiſe it is to be feared, 
that a long repentance will quickly follow a ſhorc 
determiration, | 

Civil Juſtice is exerciſed within Bars,and on Judg- 


- ment-ſeats; but the Military hath been oft very 


much negle&ed by ſome former Princes in icgtime, 
when having loft the opportunity of making a good 


Jou have a great Maſter in heaves, towhom you mt 70 Peace, hey have afrerwards made an unhappy War. 


give ay acconut of your ations. Hearken to that 
which he commands you by his Propher : Do 


Thoſe Judges that buy Juſtice, it is a very great, 
chance if they do not ſel it,and choſe ſouldiers whicti 
are 


- 
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are not paid by the Taxes ſevied for that end,are as 
it were authorized to pay themſelves by the permiſ- 
{ion of ſpoils and pluyderings. Our Laws & our Age 
may bluſh,when che Remax hiſtories tell us,that one 
Scanrus, conduRting an Army, oftentimes lodged 
in the fields; where there were trees loaden with 
fruit,and yer the ſouldiers durſt not lift up the band 
ro gather one onely: the paſling by of a great army 
left every thing in the ſame order in which it had 


onely of Souldiers hath often made a deſolation in 
the Country, an affrightment in the towns, and as 
miany ſackings,as quarterings. Thoſe which (it at the 
Stern of Empires and Common-wealths,are greatly 
accountable to God for that which hath paſt in this 
buſinef. Kings ought not onely to maintain Juſtice 
by their Arms, bur to teach it by their behaviour, & 
ro conſecrate it by their examples. The Dotor Na- 
varrss hath ſet down diverſe (ins againſt Juſtice, by 
the which, Princes, Common-wealths, & Lords may 
offend againſt God mortally ; as,to take unlawfully 
the ——_ that belong not to them, and to keep them 
without reſtitution. To govern looſly and negligent. 
ly their Kingdoms and Principalities. To ſuffer their 
Countries to be unprovided of victuals and defence 
neceſſary,which may bring their Subjects in danger 
of being ſpoiled. To walt and conſume in charges, 
either evil or unneceſſary, the goods which are for 
the defence of their eſtates, To burden exceflivel 


and there is no' cauſe more ortlinary;ſot which God 
tranſlates Kingdoms from one hand to another then 
Injuſtice z as on the contrary, thoſe Prinegs.whicty 


have been great Juſticiaries do ſhine as theſtars of 


the firſt magnitude within God's Erervity,and even 
their aſhes do ſeen as yet to exhale trom their 
Tombs a certain ſavour, which rejoyceth people, 
and keeps their memory tor ever bleſſed, 


But one cannot believe the rare mixture that Jn- Goodneſs), 
found them, And amongſt Chriſtians one Regiment 10 ſtice and Goodneſs make joined together : Good- 


neſs is an eſſence profitable & helptull, which ſerves lency. 


as a Nurſe to Love;it hath its originall in the Deity 

and from thence diſperſeth ir felt by little veins into 
all created Beings,and mixeth it ſelf with every ob- 
jet,as the light with every Colour, It drives away, 
and ſtops up evil onevery (ide,and thereis no place, 
even to the lowelt hell, where it caufeth'nor ſome 
beam of its brightnefs to ſhine. Beauty which ama. 
zeth all mortall eyes, is but the flower of its eſſence, 


20 but Goodneſs is the fruit thereof, and its favour is 


the favour of God which all creatures do tafte and 
reliſh, God, which as Caſrodore ſaith, is the cauſe of 
all Beings, the life of the ſenſes, the wiſdom of under- 
ſtandings,the love and glory of Angels, having from 
all eternity his happineſs compleat in his own bo- 
ſon hath created man,that he might have to whom 
to do good, as Gregory Nyſſen writes: and. Cy- 
prian ſaith, that this eternal Spirit did move upon 
the waters from the beginning of the world, to unite 


their $ubje&s with Impoſts and Subſidies, without 30 and appropriate the Creature to its ſelf, and to dif- 


propounding any good intent therefore, & without 
having any neceſſity ( not pretended, but ) true and 
real], To ſuffer the poor to die with famine,and not 
to ſuſtain them with their Revenues in that extre- 
mity.Not to hearken to reaſonable conditions for a 
juſt Peace, and to give occaſion to the enemies of the 
Chriſtian name, to invade their Lands and root out 
our Religion. To diſpenſe either with the Law of 
God or Nature, To give judgment in the ſuits of 


poſe it for the loving inſpirations of its Goodneſs, 
The Prince, which according to the obligement 
of his Charge, would make himſelf an Imitatour of 
God, ought ro be exceedingly good, with four 
ſorts of Goodneſs , of Behaviour, of Aﬀabiliry, of 
Bounty and of Clemency. I fay, firſt of Behaviour, 
for that there is ſmall hope of any great one, which 
is not good towards God ; which keeps not his 


Law,and rules not his life thereby : if he have any 


their SubjeRs according to their own affeRtion. To 40 Virtues, they are all fophiſticate, and if he d6 an 


deceive their creditours,to ſuppreſs the Liberty and 
Rights of the people,to compel them by threatnings 
or 1mportunate entreaties to give their goods, or to 
make marriages again{ttheir wills,or to their diſad. 
vantage, To make unjuſt Wars; to hinder the ſer- 
vice of the Church; to ſell offices & places of charge 
ſo dear, that they give occaſion to thoſe that buy 
them to make ill uſe thereot.To preſent to Benefices 
with Cure of Souls, perſons unworthy and ſcanda- 


good, it is by ebbing and flowing, by fits, and for 
tome ends. No perſon can be truly good towards 
others,which doth not begin with himſelf, he muſt 
needs have Chriſtian Love, without which no man 
ſhall ever ſce God : if be poſſeſs this virtue, he will 
firſt have love of honour to thoſe which have begor 
him, a conjugall love for his wife, a cordial love to 
thoſe of his bloud,and all his kindred: from thence ic 
will ſpread it ſelf over his whole houſe, and through 


lous, To give Commiſſions and Offces to corrupt 5© all his eftate, and wil! cauſe him to love his Subjes 


and unfit officers. To tolerate and permit vices, fil, 
thineſs,and robberies by their Servants, and to con- 
demn rodeath, and cauſe to be (lain unjuſtly with- 
| out dune order of Law, and to violate the marriage- 

beds of their Subjeds. 

All theſe things and others which this DoRour 
bath noted, cauſe great ſins of Injuſtice in the per. 
ſons of great ones, unto which they ought eſpecially 


to tIke heed: and to prevent the ſame it is moſt ne-, 


with a certain tenderneſfs,. as his own goods, and 
as the good Shepheard cheriſheih his flocks. He will 
imitate our Lord, which looked from the top of the 
Mountain upon the poor people of 7dea that fol. 
lowed him, and his heart melted for them : with 
ſingular compaſſion. Herein doth'truly conſiſt the: 
virtue of Piety, which gives fo great a luſtre to the 
life of Princes. 


Now, according to the Goodneſs that is in his 


ceſſary thar they be inſtructed in the duties of their 60 heart,, he muſt needs pour it forth upon all his, by 


charge, and in the eſtate of their affais, bending 
themſelves thereto as the moſt important point of 
their ſafety : and ſeeing that the paſſion of Hatred 
or Love, which one may bear to ſome perſon, will 
trouble the judgment and pervert Jullice ;'S. Lews 
counſelled the King his Son, ſtrongly to keep his 
heart in quiet, andin the uncertainty of any diffe- 
rences, alwayes to reſtrain his own affection, and 
to keepunder all movings ofthe ſpirit, as the moſt 
capicall enemy to Reaſon, 
.  Meny Princes have often loſt both their life and 
Sceptet for giving themſelves to ſome unjuſt ation, 


heſe three Conduit- pipes that I have ſaid, of Aﬀa- 
bility, of Liberality, and of Clemency : Afﬀability, 
which is a well-ordered ſweetneſs both in words and 


© converſe, ought to increaſe together with a prince 


from bis tender age. This js a virtue which coſterh 
nothing, and yet brings forth great fruit , it pro- 
cures treaſuries of hearts and wills, which do aſſiſt 
great ones, when need —_ 

A good word that cometh ſorth of the mouth of a 


70 King,islike the Manna that came from heaven, and 
fell upon the defart. It nouriſheth and delighterh his 
SubjeRs.: it bath hands to frame and faſhion their 


hearts 


its Excels 


earts asit pleaſeth him + it carrieth with it chains 
ff gold ſweetly ro'captivate their wills, The com. 
mand that cometh with ſweerneſs is performed 
with ſtrength invincible, and every one naturally 
delights more to obey him, that ſeemerh to entrear 
in commanding, then a power that cometh withan 
armed hand and threatens to root out that which 
refaſeth it, 

It is ficting, nevertheleſs, that che Prince diſpenſe 
his fayours according to the deferts of his SubjeRts : 
for it would be a great inequality to be alike to all 
the world, AﬀeRation oftentimes ſpoils the pro- 
feſſion of courtefie, and when one gives too many 
words at too cheap a price, and almoſt indifferent. 
ly ta every one, 1t maketh one think, that they are 
none ofthe ſincereſt : falſe gold is tos high in co- 
ſour, and a diſſembling courrelie is too glorious in 
appearance : this deceiveth ſome which are not ac- 

. --euftomed to it,and have no great skillin diſcerning, 

carrying it ſelf ike the Ivy , as fairly over crackt 
pillars, as ſound ones , but thoſe which are better 
adviſed are quickly wary of empty courtefies,when 
they with good reaſon expe&t better effects, Kings, 
alchough they are great, are not able to enrich the 
whole world , there are very many which muſt be 
contented with good words, but to think alwaies 
to eſcape paying with this coin, isto deceive himſelf 
and the whole world, 

There are ſo many hungry ones, which cannot 
feed upon flowers, which expe gifts and rewards, 
after they have been at great charges, and run 
through great hazards for the glory 0 the Prince 
and the good of the State, thatir is neceſſary, real» 
ly, to acknowledge their ſervices. 

The Prince which thinks himſelf bound to give 
nothing or very little, betraies his birth, ſhews him- 
ſelf to be lowly minded, and of as low a fortune, ha- 
ving little reaſon to expeRta great harveſt from that 
field where he ſowed nothing, he declare his roo 
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to thunder upon their heads, Others give that 
which they can hold no longer ; as Manuel Com 
menm , which offered his filver to his Souldiers 
then, when he was inthe hand of the Saracens. 
Others give after anevil manner, more for that 
they are not able any longer to deny, then with 
intent togratifie, Others give ſlowly and little, in 
ſuch a faſhion, as after they have long time fed 
men's hopes with wind, they pay them ar length 


Ioalmoſt with ſmoak. Others repent themſzlyes 


= for having given that which they could 
old no longer, and have no other content þ 

their liberality , - then to repent of their haſtineſs, 
He that would be truly liberal and magnificent 
will avoid all theſe rocks, he will give with good 
advice according to his ability, and with a comely 
grace, to the poor Gentry, co the Souldiery mai. 
med by his ſervice, to Churches, to Religious per- 
ſons, to people of Virtue, Knowledge, and Deſert 


20 which do ſhew themſelves profitableforthePublick, 


Bat to ſay truth, it is a great gift ro pardon that 
by Clemency, which one might juſtly puniſh by 
Juſtice : this is that admirable qualicy that Kings 
have, and neareſt approaching to God : they can- 
not create, they cannot raiſe men from the dead 
and yet to give ſafety and lifetoa man, is to pive 
him; as it were, a ſecond Creation,it is to give him 
a being withour a not being, and to beſtow on him 
aRefurreQion without cauſing him to taſt of death, 


30 What woulda man do which ſhould ſuddenly be 


made an half-god, and which ſhould be tranſport. 
ed amongſt the ſtars ? What would he dream of ? 
In what buſineſs would he take moſt pleaſure,unle(s 
it were to do good, and amongſt all good, ro give 
and preſerye the foundation of all the reſt, which 
is life? There is nothing more glorious then to be 
able and not willing to revenge an injury : the 
power makes the greatneſs of Majeſty , but the 
good will giveth its perfeRtion. 


much gredineſs after temporal goods , and if he 40 The Hebrews (aid, har the chiefeft work of God 


knoweth lictle what the love of hisSubjects isworth, 
he heaps up the Indian clay, and negledts that pacri. 
mony of hearts, wherewith God , as rich as he is, 
contents himſelf : ir happens oft that he finds him- 
ſelf afterwards in the midſt of thorny affairs, where 
_ filver.withour friends ſerves for nothing but to 
loſe. 

But although it behovetb him to give, one can 
hardly ſay how difficult this profeſfion is to doit 


was Mercy , that he dwelt in his Tabernacle from 
the beginning of the world , unto the day of judg. 
ment; and that giving all the reft of the time to 
Clemency, he reſerved but one day for Juſtice. 
Away with thoſe Kings ofthe AZacedsxiexs, that 
would appear in their tateliceft walks with the bead 
of a Lion ; this was not to ſhew their greatneſs, but 
ro teſtifie their brutiſhnefs. The heart of the King, 
(faith the Scripture) & in the haxd of the Lord: wh 


rightly; there can be no greater loſs then to give a- goin that hand that doth nothing bur open it ſelf to 


way all, and to give unadviſedly to thoſe which de- 
ſerve leaſt, He thar gives too much and above his 
ability, deſtroics his liberality. intending to confirm 
it, for that by giving too much, he taketh the way 
to be able no more to give any _ fohn Michel 
in his Anatomy of a Body Politick, faith , that the 
DoRour Bricet in an Oration which he made ts 
King Fraxc: the Juſt, ſhewed him that he was like 
to'S. Fraxcis, whoſe name he bore , that his hands 


were pierced, and could hold nothing, as it were, 60 Innocents. 


which he gave not away ; and if that he rook not 
heed, this would conſume all his Revenues, and 
that thereby he. would make more poor in his 
Kingdom,then S. Francis had drawn to his religion. 

Thoſe Sovereigns that ſtarve their people to nou- 
riſh the unſatiable greedineſs of ſomeparticular,are 
like thoſe Mountains that bear fruit, nor for the uſe 
of men, but for the birds of prey, they give to a 
few, that which rhey take from the whole, and of. 


fill every creature with a bleſling from heaven to 
earth ; how can it take then there any thought un. 
to it ſelf of rage, of killing, or of ſacking ? It ought 
to be merciful eyen in purufhing, taking great heed 
to do nothing by way of revenge, but doing all by 
Goodneſs, 

Clemency doth not exclude Juſtice, but -mode. 
rateit, and if it ſuffer the life to' be taken away 
from one that is faulty, it is to preſerye a thouſand 
It is acruelty to pardon nothing, bur 
it is a double crueſty to pardon all; ſecing that 
one cannot equal the evil to the good, in fo great 
an equality of lives and manners, unleſs one oyer- 
throw a whole State, . It behoves him wiſely and 
with good advice to diſcern, that which is worthy 
of pardon, and that which is worthy of puniſhmtnr. 
There are peſtilent crimes, ſcandalous, and which 
draw great conſequences with them , which the 
Prince cannot leave unpuniſhed without condening 


rentimes fatten full monſters and abominable ones 5© himſelf, There are other faults committed by error, 


with the blood of the Pablick, that they make the 
ground to tremble under their fect ,and the heaven 


by frailne(s,byſurprize,by ſtrong inducemets, migh- 
ty temprtations:& thoſe that have yielded once ther- 
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blot out the memory of one ill, 1f Clemency hath 
no place in ſuch occaſions, it will have nothing todo 
abour a Prince , andif it find no employment with 
him , it is to be feared thatthe vengeance of God 
will find work there to bu it ſelt. 

The wiſelt of Kings is of opinion, that this virtue 
is the foundation of thrones; whence it follows, 
thac that Prince which is unprovided thereof, puts 
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fying in all his 2&tions bis Goodneſs and Yalonr 2 
bove all the Kings that had gone before him. 
A Monarch ſhall give ſome proof of himſelf, by 


- diligently ſtudying the art of War; in often fre- . 


quenting the exerciſes thereof, in being able to 
judge ot places and Armies, of Captains, of Souldi- 
ers, of Defences, of On-ſets, of Polices and Strata- 
gems, of Fertifications, of Arms, of Previſion, of 


his own perſon in danger , and his eſtate into 10 Munition, and giving exa& order for ory lay 
often 


ſhaking. i 

It is to deceive ones ſelf to think, that a Prince 
may be ſecure there, where there is nothins ſecure 
againſt the violence of the Prince. Deſpair of Mer- 
Cy hath often cav{cd horrible cruelties to enſue, and 
it 15s needful always to take heed of the force of a 
lait neceflity. There are ſome things which ought 
to be pardoned: , by. the contempt of puniſhing 
them , others by the profit, and others by the glo. 


that belongs to Military affairs. He m 

ſhew himſelf in the Army, by exhorting, cncoura- 
ging, conſulting, reſolying, giving orders, and cau- 
ng them to be executed , by ſhewing readineſs of 
courage in dangers , and an invincible heart in the 
midſt of bad ſucceſs. Bur he ought not at any time 
to mix himſelf therein without great neceſſity, ſee- 
ing that the hand of one man can do very little, 


.and the loſs of a King brings a dammage unre- 


ry, and it is alwayes to be remembred, that we have 20 coverable. 


a Judge over our beads , which ſuffers us to live by 
his only goodneſs, being able every moment to pu- 
nifh us by his Juſtice, - 

Atlatt, .to conclude this little Treatiſe , Valour 
procures an high reputation to a Monarch, makin 
him terrible ro his Enemies, and amiable to his Sub- 
jets. Greatneſs maintains it ſelf by the ſame means 
which gave it its beginning , andit renews new vi- 
gour by thoſe qualities which have been the An- 


The young King Ladiſlaxs thruſt bimſelf into 
danger at the Battel of Varne, againſt Zajazet the 
Turk when he had there loſt tymſelf , and that they 
had taken away his head ; and put it pupon the end 
of a ſpear, as a fad fpeRtacle to the Chriſtians : 
This cauſed their whole Army to be routed , which 
before was half viRorious , and gave the victory to 
the Infidel. 

War is a long and difficult profeſſion, and one of 


thours of irs original. Onr firſt Kings attained to 30 the moſt dangerous, which never ought tobe nnder- 


this dignity by their yalour ; and by that ſtoutneſs 
which they had co expoſe their courageous perſons 
ro very many hazards for the _ of the publick: 
this made*them admired , ard lifted them upar laft 
upon theTarget ro be ſhewed throughout the whole 
Arniy , and choſen by general conſent to command 
over others by the title of their deſerts, 

The fame of Valour doth ſo eaſily run through, 
and with ſuch approbation , the minds of people 


taken but upon neceflity. I cannot, neither onghr 
I hear to reach it by words , reſerving that to the 
$kill of the more underſtanding , and to the expe- 
rience of perfeRt ones. 

lam only obliged to advertiſe, that great heed is 
to be taken, leſt any one take raſhneſs , or falvege 
rage inſtead of true valiantneſs. Thoſe are no Bra- 
vado's nor terrible looks that give the moſt valiant 
blows in Armies. It pleaſeth not God , thata Vir- 


and valiant men, that it ſufficng not it ro make 4g fue that doth ſuch wonders upon earth , and places 


Kings upon carth , it hath made amongſt the Hea- 
thens Gods in Heaven. They havedeihed an Her- 
cxles, and a T heſens, for baving cut off the head of 
Hydra's , and overcome Minotaurs ; and not con- 
renting themſelves to have conſecrated their per- 
ſons , they have pur wild beaſts and monſters a- 
mongſt the Conſtellations, for having ſerved as 0b- 
jets of their victories , chufing rather to eternize 


bealts amongſt the Stars, then ro diminiſh any thing * 
. of the eterral glory of thoſe valiant men, 50 
Alexand:r being crowned King by his father Phj- 


lip, before he took poſſefion of the Kingdom that 
{cil ro him by the deceaſe of his Predeceſſour,aſſem- 
b!cd cocether all the great ones of his Kingdom, and 
fad ro them , that he would counſel them to chuſe 

1ch a one as ſhould be moſt obedient to God, which 
ſhon!d have the beſt thoughts for the PublickGood, 
which Could be moſt compaſſionate towards the 
Poor , which ſhould beit detend rhe right of the 


the Hero's in the heaven , ſhould be accompliſhed 
by ſuch feeble means. This is no effect of boaſting, 
nor of —— , nor of fury : this is a branch of 
generouineſs, which ceacheth the contempt of dan- 
gers and of death it ſelf, for the glory of God, for 
the defence of ones Country , for the ſubduing of 
the impious Infidels and wicked ones, for the exal- 
ration of the true Faith, of Religion, and the glory 
of ones Nation, 

Oh the excellency of this divine Virtue , which 
protets ſo many people with the ſhadow of its 
branches and laurels ; which cauſes a calm to be 
be ſound ina tempeſt ; ſafety in the midſt of dan- 
gers , comfort in diſaſters ; an upholding in the 
midſt of weakneſs! Happy are the wounds of the ya- 
liant, whence flows more honour then bloud. Hap- 
py their immortal Souls which flie hence into hea- 
ven, carried upon the purple of fo generous bloud, 
and- which flying hence , leave to poſterity an eter» 


weak ones againſt theſtrong , bur above all, that gg nal memory of their proweſs. 


\-on'd be the moſt Valiant , and ſhould adventure 
himſclf mo{ boldly for the ſafety of his Country, 
And when thzy had all confirmed to him that which 


Time hath no ſythe for them ; Death is unpro- 
vided with darts, Calumny loſeth its teeth there, 


and Glory ſpreads (throughout) the Enſigns of their 


his birth lad given him}, herook an Oath , that he Immortality. 
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Avid is a great mixtare of divers adven- 

tures,of Good,of Evils,of Joyes,of Grieſs, 
| of Contempts, of Glories,of Vices, of Vir- 
tues, of ARtions, of Paſſions, of un-thought-of Suc- 
ceſſes, of ſtrange Accidents andWarvels. It is not 
my purpoſe to ſet forth hisLife here, which is'ex- 
atly contained in the holy Scriptnre, but ro fake 
ſome reflexions on the principal things therein, har 
concern the Court, We will conſider him in a rwo- 


- 
*C 


learned at ſchool, but which was a gift from a- 
bove 3 a mildneſs wittout weakneſs, a bebaviour 
without affection ; a vahantnels without often» 
ration; a gallantneſs without vanity ; a virtue that 
_ made to be admired by all, and imitated but by 
ew. 
All:lowers have their being. from the earth by os. bs 
ther roots, but they- have influences from heaven 
much different. Men alfo are all of Adem*: clay,bur 


fold eſtate, of a Servant, and of a Maſter, and will 10 the gifts of God do manifeft rhemſelves in ſome ſo 


obſerve with what wiſdome he preſerved himſelf in 
the one,and with what Majeſty he bebaved himſelf 
in the other, | 
The whole beginning of his Hiſtory is a continual 
combat againſt an horrid monſter, which is the jea- 
louſie of Fau/,which torments'him a thouſand waies, 
A great e- for ro adorn him with as many Crowns, An Anti- 
cre: of lite. ,-\r ſaid very well, Thar the greateſt ſectet of ones 
life was to undergo deſtiny, and endure patiently 


vihbly, that it is wifdome to give them place, and 
but headineſs to fight againſt them. This little boy 


*. negleted, which fed the ſheep,and whom the father 


would not ſo much as.-reckon amonsſt the number 

of his ſons, this is He, whom Samwel choſe for King 

by Gods direRion, who commands not to meaſure 

Kings any more by their Rature, but by their en. 

dowmnenrt from heaven. | | 
He comes firſt to the Court under the quality of a 2-4 <t- 


trance in» , 


the ordinance of God coneerning our lives-and e- 20 player on inſtruments, there he makes bimſelf known to the 


antbol9s- Rates; for by learning Patience, we learn to forget 
957 7”. our miſery : but by bearing the Divine appoint- 
P69? Y ment with Impatience, we row all our life againſt a 
P*gu- torrent which ſwallows us up. Weg | 

David was at the heart of God, bnt he was not at 
the heart of Saz/: God had made him for to com- 
mand, and Seal would not allow any waies that be 
ſhould be obeyed : He fought his life, whEffus Cod 
had appointed his'Crown for him :- He defired his 
death,and procured for him immortality. 

- God and man did ftrive, who ſhould exaltor de- 
prefsrhis man; bdr the connſels of the one were'im- 
moveable,and the endeavers of the other were vio- 

\« auati. IE it-cheir on-ſers,and feeble in their effeRs.” 
- 3 De- As ſoon'as David was ſeen, one might ſee ſome 
vid, 


Divine-thing,” a little body well made, enlivened 
with a great ſ{prrit ;a comelineſs whichcould not be 


tor a good Souldier ; admired as Commander of an Cour ; * 
Army; and crowned,asa Conquerour. S$ax/ was 
rormenred with an evil fpirit which was maintained 
by tis melancholick Humour, and nouriſhed by kig 
paſsion- They” feek'cut for him a fair young man, 
which withall was sKilfull* in” playing- on the Harp, 
for-to:miKe him merry. One of his ſervants faid, 
thar/David the ſon- of Feſſe would bevery' fir for 
that*employment;; he is ſent for it the Kings 


30 NameHe comes, he pleaſech while lie played on the 


inſtruments, but he diſpleaſes while he bandled his Eavy ne- 
weapons,when a#Envy-begins to eaufe his yalour to - ©. 6.5. 
de tepured-for a faulr.Such kind ofenraged aſps ne- Th | 
ver {lzepurthe ſound'of Muſick, his devil is offendes 
ar-thisromelineſs, isjneenſed by thoſe gallant aRi- 

ons, and'even-vomitsyits -poifon againſt choſe which 

eaft fowers at it; Faubknew not that God prepared 
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envy of would not give him any reſt ;- Go/;ah overcome in 


him this little Muſician for to be his heir, if he had 
known that which Heaven intended to do with this 
child, chat would have ſafficed to have troubled all 
the Muſick. - | 
He was at that time happy in his blindneſs, and 
his firſt miſchance was to bave eys which could not 
endure the laftre of another's virtues. This young 
—_ which in his apprenticeſhip had learned 
to fight with Lions and Bears , would go tothe 
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he muſt be diſhonoured for having 


and Revenge. It is a ſtrange thing that Sa/ of a 
{imple country-fellow; ſhould become ſo malicious 
and ſubtle a Courtier, as to practiſe the moſt rei. 


Wars as well as his brethren, who do blame that To ned diffimulations of the Court, He had reſolyed 


his curioſity, and deſpiſe his perſon, 

' There muſt always be ſome famous exploit for to 
put a man at firſt in great credit at the Court, all 
that which is humane gpes on very ſlowly ; and an 
ability is notgotten but by long experience. . But 
when'Ged will put to his hand, he gives \roa man 
in one happy moment, that which thirty years pains 
could notobtain, The Combat with Golivh was 


that, that raiſed David: Heaven had preparcd this 


Giant for to ſerve for a trial of bis valour, and for 20 cenſed by the death of their conntry-man 


an ornament of his proweſs, One man-/alone, 
which had affrighted a whole Army , nine foot 


high, 'andatmed with five-bundred pound weight 
ot irongeontinnes for the ſpace of fourty daics his 
Rately hravado's, challenging the ſtouteſt |of the | 


zto.combate, _ 

rhearts are frozen at the ſound of his ter- 
rible yoice-:. there is not his like in the world-which 
dares come forth againſt bim:-The King propounds 


to deſtroy David, and yet conceived thaf this Duel 
with Goliah,, bad ſethimintoo highan eſteerh in 
the opinion of the people: and that if he ſhould o- | * 
penly attempt againſthislife , he ſhould bring his. 
own into danger.He thought beſt to beſtow on him 
ahief place in the army under pretence oo oour, 
which might be moſt ſubje& to the vidlenae of che 
Philiftims, believing chat Biscourage Would carry 
him into d , and thatthe Philiſtims' being in- 
would 


no waies ſpare him,and that by this means his death 


| would be imputed to his Deſtiny , and not to the 


envy of Saul. 

.. But after that he ſaw that, he retarned from the 
manifeſt dangers with a crowned head;with the ap- 
planſe ofthe people , and that he behavedhimſelf 
within the Kingdom with very great; wiſdotn, he 
began to ſuſpe& him more then before ://he took 
heed of beſtowing great riches on him, and marricd 


great riches, and his Dau rer in marriage T0 him, 32 his eldeſt Pangpcer which he had promiſed to him, 
1 in 


which would take away 


y this Philiftim. CS _ —_ 
David hereupon preſents himſelf, and goes forth 
to fight with him , not with the gilded Arms of 
Sax/, but with aSling. 
The Giant ſcoffs at him, and finding him ſuffici. 
ently armed to defend himſelf from dogs, but not 
for to ſer upon men , he looks now upon this little 


blemiſh fromthe peo. || to andrher, 
plc of God printed on the face of the whole Army | 


eto him,by the dea 


g him by this means injuriouſly, 
Nevertheleſs, for that big honour was engaged 
therein, and that one might juſtly complain of his 
fauchſeſnes,be took advice to marry bim t6 hisyoun- 
ger,which was Acchel,with very barſh &dangerous 
conficiens meliog.ep to buy a thing that was due 
th of zo0oPhiliſtims,conceivingthac 
by ſo great a number of men,and fo many fights re. 
iterated,he might be entangled in ſome mifchance, 


body as a fit prey fer ſome bird of rapine. But this 40 or if heſhould eſcape that, the beft that.couldbap was 


Champion of the Lord of Hoſts, reads a leſſon firſt 
to him of Religion, before he ſhews him his kill 
in fencing. Thou comeſt to me ( ſaith he) with a 
ſpear, a (word, and a'bnckler, but I come to thee 
in the name of the God of Armies: of the God of 
the hoſts of 7/rae/, at which thou this day baſt ſcof. 
fed with fo great inſolence. 

It is written in heaven, that this great God will 
deliver thee into mine hands, and that I ſhall rake 


ſhall make a great feaſt tor all beaſts of prey with 
the fleſh of this tqonſtrous bedy , and this ſhall be 


' the means for thee to learn that there is a God in 


Iſral. ' He faith it, he doth it, he ſtrikes his ad- 
verſary with a' blow ofthe ſling in the midlt of his 
fore. head, and makes this mighty tower of fleſh to 
fall in a moment, this terrible Gianc, cutting off his 
head with his own ſword ; which put the whole ar- 
my of thePhiliſtims to confuſion &lifted up the glo- 


only to gain a woman of a coſtly humor w<Þ would 
be to him bur for a reproach, and much diſcontent, 


Behold how man's reaſoning doth propgund: bur gi. 
God which catches'the ſubtle in their devices, and wiſdom 0: 


overthrows the deſigns of the malicions to eſtabliſh "rag 


his own counſels upon their ruines, cauſed the vi- power of 
Rories and the marriage of David to ſucceed to his Heaven. 


good content, together with the good will and ad- 
miration of all the Court. 


his rare virtues, and his incomparable brave carri. 
age, that he loved bim as his own heart, and bereft 
bimfelf of the moſt precious thing that be bad, to 
adorn him wichal. David likewiſe ſwears unto him 
reciprocally an immortal friendſhip. 

Theſe two ſouls,to ſpeak according to the phraſe 
of the Scripture, were united togerher. with an in- 
diſſolubleaffetion. Their hearts were two furnaces 
which continually breatbed forch flames of ſacred 


ry of the choſen people to an incomparable beighth- gg love,& might ſooner be found withoutany thoyghts 


Behold the fountain of all great evils that David 
ſuffered afterwards: all the Laurels chat he gather- 
cd in the field of the batre, carried an evil ginfture 
of Saz/senvy.The great ones admire him, the peo- 
ple applaud bim, he is the ſubject of theSongs of the 
Daughters of Fer»ſalem, which ſet him above Sax!. 


the opinion of all the world, is ſtill upon his legs ro 


rorment'him: here is the cauſe of his rage, as _ 70 


before of his fear. David muſt be deſtro 
cauſe he hath ſaved the Nation, he muſt be putts 
death becauſc he hath reſtored the people to life, 


then to be without thinking one of the other, Their 
ſeparations were as ſo many dyings,&theirmectingy 
again did prevent their Paradiſe. The longeſt daies 
were butas a ſmal moment while they Jovingly con- 
verſed together,then they never perceived that the 
time ran away ; and they never departed from each 
other,bur wich promiſe to viſic'sgait asſoon as may 
be.Each of chemin their abſence ſeemed to: ir ſelf a 
wandring ſoul without habitation, and without a 
body: their ſpirits wade wonderfal tranſpitations 
for to joyn themſelves rogether', and talk 40 each 
other asin an Idza, when $S«a/ bindred their viſits. 

Poor 


upheld” the ho. © 
nour of che King, he is ſufficiently faulty, becauſe 
heis too virtuous, | p 

They ſay, that Love and Tears are learned with- Envy is ea- 
ont'any maſter ;, and I may ſay , that there is no Famed 
great need of ſtudying at the Court, tolearn Envy Court. 


7onathan the eldeſt ſon ommneh 


away thy head from off o ſhoulders, and that I 50 of Sax was ſo aftoniſhed with his valiant ;exploits, 7on«bes. 
0 


Parts. 
The good 


Saxl clear- 


ed for a 
while, a- 
gain re- 
turns to 
his evil 
ſpuir. 


David is 
purſued, 
and eſ- 


Capes. 
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the of' David, and the eat ſervices that 
he had done for the Crown , when he ſaw his 

zrit moved againſt him , he was almoſt ready to 

e.therefore he ceaſed not to repreſent to him with 
horrour of mind the monſtrous. impiety that it 
would: be to ſacrifice ſuch a parNoage as he , which 
had ſo. often deyoted. himſelf for the ſafety of his 


The Mororche. DAVID. 


- he baw., which ic . + of an-incomparable 
_— of 07908 7 <a aru.perryy 
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every d new nears. to defir rhie” whom 
ought any Br preſeryed above » up 4 Þ 9x7; 


- 


&, 


In the mean ns, Petit 30m not whicher to te-.The life of 


tire himſelf,and ſaw himſelf eyery day, among. th in id 
im 


nets, humted like a poor beaſt, which caufed 
paſs a life, ſo woes to be eſteemed by the-whole 
world,in very many bitterneſſes. He would have ta- 
ken the boldneſs to have gone to Sammel , who was 


; yeralive,but this his interview would have been pre- 


Country, the out-cry of the people, and the venge. 10 judicial both to the one and the-other , in the mind 


ance of God, At other times he dealt with him 
with ſweet and. perſwalive "anguage , cauſing him 
(as it were),.to touch with his fingers the brave car- 
riage and excellencies of David, and aſſuring bim, 
that there was not a. man in his whole Kingdom 
which was of a more harmleſs and Fomng 4 conver. 
fation , and that it was the joy of his heart and his 
only ſafery to have him alwayes at his ide, 

$awl ſuffered bimſelf to be overcome with theſe 


perſwaded, or whether he feigned himlelfto be ap. 
peaſed,, and ſuffered David , whom he had driven 
far of, to return again near his perſon, But this 
mad- man , upon a day when he plaied on the Harp 
in his preſence, took his launce,and endeavoured to 
ſtrike bim through therewith, which he had done, if 
David by his mimbleneſs had not ayoided that evil 
blow ; and left that any ſhould charge him with this 
perfidiousneſs, he excuſed it bythe diſtemper of his 


of San, which turned all its ſaſpicions into fury, 


m£0 meat. 


ar Nob cau- 


Neb,to the high Prieſt Ahimelechywho ſeeing him in feb grear ; 
very ſmall equipage , was ſomewhat amazed at his *'«ter ro 
arrival:But David tor-to confirm him,cold him,char 2.5 " wth 


He removed himſelf from rick nto the town of 5, ar"ival 


he went about a certaip urgent buſineſs , which the 
King had given him in charge,and that it was neceſ- 
ſary thatit ſhould be-done without noiſe:the which 
had compelled him to take but few people with him, 


his diſcourſes , whether it were indeed that he was 20 which were come forth very ſuddenly , without ha- 


ving leiſure ro take order for neceſſar things for 
their journy ; whereby , he ſhould do him a great 
pleaſure to give him ſome bread,and to help him to 
ſome weapons, which the haſte of the buſineſs would 
not ſuffer him to take. 

The Prieſt anſwered, that he had no other loaves 
then thoſe of the ſhew- bread which were conſecra- 
ted , but that they might make uſe ofthem, if they 
were purified, and eſpecially if they abltained from 


ſpirit. 'Zoxathan endeavoured yet another time this 30 all converſe with women : of which David having 


reconciliation, but having been repelled by Saul by 
ricking words, and with threatnings to kill kim, if 
be did not give over this his friendſhip with David, 
he ſaw clcarly,that there was no more ſafety for bis 
friend, and gave him the counſel which was tor him- 
ſelfthe ſharpeſt of all, cauſing him to retire. 
David goes from the Court,and makes a ſad de- 
parture from his friend, for to avoid the unmercifal 
fary of his facher. 


aſſured him, he gave them thoſe, and having no 0- 
ther ſword then that of Geliah , which was kept in 
Tabernacle for a Monument, he preſented it ro him, 
wherewith he was very well contented , judging ir 
the belt ofall, and ſo went forward in his way. 
Sal having heard a report that David had ap- 
peared,entred into great forreſts,and going through 
a wood with a lance in his hand, being compaſſed by 
kis Captains and Officers, ſharply complained of the 


© Theſe two dear ſouls on the day of this ſad depar- 4 unfaithfulneſs of his ſervants, asking them with re- 


turewere pierced with a thouſand darts of grief and 
were 4 thonſand times upon their eyes and lips for 
to fly from thence , and to'mingle themſelves one 
with the'other. The time paſt cauſed them to re- 
member that which they bad loſt; the preſent; that 
which they were to loſe; and that to come,was unto 
them a bottomleſs pit of terrour and affrightment. 
They apprehended the one for the other , as many 
darigers as there are upon the earth and ſea , and 


they could not promiſe themſelves any thirg but 56 having been at Nob when David paſſed by there 


dayes withbur comforts , and nights full of cerrible 
dreams and torments, They poured out ſo many 
tears, and fetched o many lighs , having no other 


proach, What it wasthat David bad promiſed them, 
and wherher he would give them every one Lords 


ſhips,or make them Capcains,orCamp-maſters, that. 


they had thus forſaken their Prince ? Thar it was a 
pititul thing to bchold him betrayed of his own chil- 
dren,for to uphold a rebel,which ſought nothing bur 
an occaſion to get his Crown from him. 


Prieſt, 


Hereupon, Doeg,maſter of the ſhepherds of Saxl, pug ace: 


an Idumean-by nation,and of barbarous behaviour, 


and delirous to get fayour with his Maſter , 
Ahimelech'the Prieſt, with all his company , for ha- 
ving helped David with weapons and proviſion, and 


eloquence but that of their hearts mutually wound> havingreſtified a good affection to his party : which 


ed in their lc 


jon,even of Sel himſelf. 


-; This tnad-man ſeeing that he was eſcaped out of 


his bloudy'hands, would have cauſed him to be taken 
and fent forth ſouldiers for to bring him back. Bur 
: his wife "Aſfichel having 
her father, advertiſed her busband of it, and made 
him depart ſuddenly in the'deep ſilence of the night, 
putting in bis place an image in his bed. T he houſe 
* failed not to'be ſer upon, the next morning; and the 
Guardof Fax entri 
| bed and found there the counterfeir. Afichol was 
accuſed hereof and chidden by $a», but the excy. 
fed her ſelf, ſaying, That herhizsband had compel- 
led ber. to! do its, threatnirig to kill her , if ſhe 


ing, that it was a thing worthy of 


deſcried the evil intent of 


by force, paſſed on unto the: 


cauſed Sax ro ſend for him preſently , and handle 
him-with great anger, rehnoarhung bir with villany, 
and ſuſpeting him of treaſon, The orher anſwered 
very wiſely , that be being retired from the know- 
ledge of buſineſs at the Court, and of the Bed- 
chamber , he could not know the intents of David, 
but knowing very aſſuredly the good-will that the 
King bad teſtified rowards hum, the great charges 8& 


ſeth the 
high Pricſt 
» being in» 
accu (cd nocents 


commiſſjons wherewith he had honoured him , the- 


favour that he had ſhewed to bim by ſo nearly ally- 
ing bimtohis houſe, be could not , nor he ought nor 
to drive him away from his lodging having received 
no command from the King, & not being able to un- 
derſtand by any the offence that David had incurr'd. 

This excuſe was very juſt and lawſul.But rhe vig- 


Bloudy ef- 
fets of the. 


world notobey, and that the preſence of ſo manifelt yg lent arenever contented with reaſons, intending to jealouvic of 


"Y x 
ccaſcd not to encreaſe his anger ,, 'and to inven; 


77 


had forced her to procure this invention, © be maſters of the Laws , although they are ſlaves to 5 
their brawiſh paſſions. S«#/ commanded without any 


other. 


, 


his company, which the ſonldiers did yery much ab- 
horr,and there was not found one that durſt lift up 
bis hand againſt thoſe ſacred perſons. But Doeg that 
villanous butcher, which had a long tim&@been bred 
up in ſlaying beaſts, having gathered together the 
ſmall rabble ofhis ſervants, ſer upon the high prieſt 
andthe Prieſts which accompanied him,to the num- 
ber of $5. which were all murdered in one day, and 


this curſed ſervant ſtretching further yer the com- ro bad taken the field, and made 


mand of his Maſter, drave on his murderers to the 
ſacking ofthe Town of Neb, which they filled with 
fire and bloud. ; 
Whar will not the jealouſic of State do? what will 
not tyranny,rage,and fury when they are ſeconded 
by evil ſervants which blow the coal able to deyour 
both men and Towns ? Sax/, the plain Country- 
fellow, the cordial man, the child of one year, af. 
ter he had ſuckt the breath of this ſerpent, kills the 


high Prielt and the Priefts, buries the ſmoaking 25 


Towns in the bloud of the miſerable Citizens, 
thouſand poor bloudy facrifices ſtretched out upon 
the cart, pleaded ſufficiently before God with the 
voyce of their blond, for to pull down this inhu- 
mane Tyrant, for whom all the furies prepared their 
pincers and torches, | 

Poor David =— underſtood by Abiathar the 
ſon of the high Prie{t all that was paſt, was pierced 
with a moſt bitter prief,accuſing himſelf as the cauſe 
of the death of tho! 
with him, him that brought him this ſad news, ufing 
him as bis own brother. He perceived well, that the 
ſpirit of Sa/ was wholly envenomed,and in deſpair 


David ſaves Of remedy he ſaued himſelf inthe cave of Adalla 


himſelf in 


the caves 


of the de- 


ſarr, whi- 
ther father 
and mo- 


where he thought he had been hid from the eyes of 
the whole world. But his father and his brethren 
flying the perſecution,ccaſed not till they had found 
kim therein, and did wonderfully pierce his tender 


thergo 10'heart, lamenting for the change of his fortnne, be. | t ger husd 0 err 
cauſe they perceive not any more in bim a David 49 2 £00d deed beſtowed:on a high perſorin time of x gcog 


. ſeek him. 


His piety 
towards 
them. 


Baniſhed 
men” re- 
paired to 
him. 


_ alwayes in his heart a true love of 


very profi- 
table to 
David, 


triumphant,the obje of all the thoughts and diſ- 
courſes of all tongues. But he comforted them,pro. 
miſing not to ſortake them, and recommended all 
that was deareft unto him, which was the perſon of 
his father with that of his mother, ro the King of 
AMoab, untill that he knew what it would pleaſe 
God to do with him. 

At the ſametime,all the baniſhed, all that fled for 
ſafety,and all the miſerable betook themſelves unto 


him,unto the number of 400, men, which entrench- ,,, 


ed themſelves in a fortreſs, going forth every day 
for to rob, to maintain themſelves thereby. In the 
midſt of all theſe misfortunes, the good Prince kept 

is Country, and 
knowing that the Philiſtims had laid ſiege before 
Keilah,he failed not to go to help it, and to deliver 
it, although this ungratefull City was intended to 
deliver him to Sanl,it he had encloſed himſelf there. 
in; the which he would not do, having conſulted 
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quarters, and if it pleaſe@ hin) to folls ky (bio) 272 
would deliver him into his hands. At the which Sox/ 
was exceeding joyfull,and entred the chaſe to en- 
trap him, compafſing him on every lide, and hunt- 
ing him like a poor deer chaſed by men and dogs 
with great out-cries.The danger was ay ary 
and David 1n ned to be ken, had erm 
been for a happy meſſage, it may be, (procure 
onathay, chat dverriſed Sanl, that the philiſtices 
reat waſte upon his 
lands, at which he rerurned to bring remedy there- 
to,deterring his former defign rill another occaſion, 

In the mean while, David ran from deſart ro de-1,,, 
fart, with his troops, and was hardly able to live, nefs of 9 
which made him haye recourſe toNaba/a rich man, 7aowacds 
and that had great means, entreating him for ſome 
courtefie for to maintain his people, which bad uſed 
him with yery great reſpe&, detending his houſe, 
his flocks, and all bis family againſt che ſpoilings of . 
robbers. This Nabal, that was clowniſh and cove- 
tous,anſwered the deputies of David, that he knew 
not the ſon of fefſe, Fat that he was not ignorant, 
that there were evil ſervants enough, which were 
fled from their maſters, and that he was not in caſe 
to take the bread from his hired ſervants for to give 
it to high- way men. This word being told toDavid, 
incenſed him ſo much, that be was going to ſet upon 
his houſe for to rob and ſack it. But Abigail the wife The wit- 
of Nabal,better behaved, and wiſer without buſy- 9272 ** 


Abigail 


e joey ones, and took along 30 ing her ſelf ro diſcourſe with her husband, that was kis wite. 
' 


a tool and drunk,cauſed preſently mules to be load- 
en with proviſion neceſſary for the wen of war, and 
went to meetDavid,to whom ſhe ; 68 with ſo great 
wiſdom,comelineſs atid humility, that ſhe turned a- 
way the tempeſt, and fiayed the ſwords already 

drawn out of the ſcabbards for to make a great 
ſlaughter in her houſe. David admiring the wiſdom 

and goodneſs of this ſpirit of the woman, married 
her after the death of her husband.Tr isfo true;thar 


his affilition, and'when he bath moſt leiſure -to/deed done 

conſider it,is a ſeed-ſowing which inits time brings/1.7 32 

forth and bears fruits'6f bleſſedneſs,*"** 7: 'Qtedis of 
After that Sew/ had driven back the Philiftims herb va- 

returns to the purſuit of David, accompanied'with *' 

3900, men,with a purpoſe to take him;althoughhe 

thould hide himſelf wnder groves , or ſhould fly. . 

through the air, Andindeed he crept vprockyun-";iouy © 

acceſhible, which were not frequented/by any ' but purſued by 

by wild goats, and as he paſſed that way,he entreq*®" 

into a cave for ſome natural neceſliry, where David 

was hid, with a ſmall number of his faichfulleſt ſer- 

vants, which failed not totell bim, 'thar this was the 

hand ofGod,which had this day delivered his deadly 

enemy into his bands, and tharhe ſhoutd novnow: 

loſe time, but to cut him off quickly,-whil& char he 

gave him ſo fair play, and this would be: the means - 

roend all thoſe bitternefſes, wherewirt'his life was 

filled by the rage of chis barbarons Perfecurouryr;” 


with the Oracle of God, but retired himſelfro the 6o This was a NE IIS: His gene- ! 
The vide of defart of Ziph, whither Jonathan that burned with d'w 

Fonathan, A great deſire to ſee him, came to find him ſecretly, 
ſecrer and and they were for ſome time together with un- 


ſpeakable expanſions of heart, This good friend 
comforted him. and aſſured him, that he ſhould be 
King after his father, and for himſelf he would be 


-content to be his ſecond, which ſafficiently witneſ- 


' videfor their own ſafery,ſent their deputies to Fan! and my King, the! innocence of 


fed the wonderfull modeſty of this Prince, and the 
hit EO love that he bore to David. 
Rur tl 


't6 advertiſe bim, that David was retireditito their 


lently perſecuted, 'and'whofe life was ſought by fo 72*'ne% 


many outrages; Neverthelefs, David ft in? ; op 
thoſe metions of revenge, reſolvediin hisbearr, by m__ 


a ſtrong inſpiration of God, never tollay his 
upon'him which was» confecrated” King, and"1con> 
renting liimſelf with: curtimg! off. the $kirts of his 
coat,be went oat of the cave after ;Faxl, and cryi 
with a loud voice, he — him'\proftrare on 


the earch, holditigin hishand the picceof his cafſock;) 


Ziphims,men for the time that would-pro- 70 and faying ro'bim, Bebold: my Lord \my Fatherg | 


| cence of my bands,” and'do 
not believe thetn any wore which filled you wit 
ſuſpicions 


vid:you-cannot be ignorant at 
bat Ged bath put you into my power,and 
hat 1 conld bave handled you ill ; and by taking a- 
way your life haye ſaved mine own, But God hath 
kept me by his holy, grace from this thought , and 
hath preſcrved you from all evil. 1 never yet had a- 
ny intent to hurt your Majelty,having always reve- 
renced and ſerved it , as your moſt huwble ſervant 
and ſabjet,; whiles that you ceaſe nor te perſecute 


|. 
L 4 


me, and to torment my poor life with a thouſand af- 10 Juſpicions which the Noble-men had caken 


flitions : Alas, my Lord, what is it that you defire? 
Againlt whom are you come torth with fo great fur- 
niture of Arms and Horſes ? apainſt a'poor dead 
Dog, a miſerable little bealt ? 1 beſeech the living 
God to judge between us two, and to make you to 
know the goodneſs of my cauſe, 
The great- _ One May avouch, that great and glorious a@ions 
neſs and of Clemency do never hure Princes , but that often 
benefir of (ev, do place or keepthe Crown upon their heads, 
clemency- Goda 
that epprozches ſo near to the higheſt. Sax/ was ſo 
amazed with this ation, that he ran to him,and em- 
braced him weeping , and ſaid to him, this is a ſure 
ſign, O David, which I acknowledge at the preſent, 
and whereby I know for certain that you muſt reign 
after me , fo great a goodneſs not being able to be 
- rewarded but by an Empire. I do pray and conjure 
you only to haye pity on my poor claldren after my 
death, and not to revenge your injuries upon them: 


hereupon he ſworeto him, to deal with bimafter. 30 the rehearſal of thoſe things. We may only norr, 


wards peaceably. 
| But as this ſpirit was unequal, and did oftentimes 
m— calily depart from reaſon for long ſeaſons ; David 
kingdom , reſslved to go out of the Kingdom , and to betake 
and re3$> himſelf to Achi/ King of the Philiſtims : Some may 
mong Afeck occaſion to blame his behaviour in this matter, 
ſtrangers. and may thipk it Arvage, that he ſhould retire him. 
ſelf ro the Philiſtims, the ſworn enemies of the peo. 


ple of Iſrael, eſpecially after rhis reconciliation and 


oath paſſed berween himand Sav/. But it muſt be 40 ment , which he did , and condeſcended to her in-= 


conſidered, that his life was no wayes aſſured within 
the Kingdom, and that Sax ar.another time havin 
given ſo ſolemn a promiſe to Jonatha for the ſafery 
of his friend, yet would have killed him wich his 
own hand: and further, that he was every day in 
danger to be ſer upon by arms from the other party, 
with effuſion of blond both of the one and other, 
and that it ſeemed better to him to avoid the occafi- 
on , then to ſee himſelf perpetually obliged by ſo 
miſerable a neceificy to defend himſelf. 

Further he conſidered;that be brought his chiefeſt 
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men concurring to fayour that goodneſs 20 this unhappy Prince , that had uſed Samwe! fo un- 


great ones of the Kingdom , which perceived this 
diſſembling of David, would never ſuffer hit to be 
in the Army -Royal,in the day thar the batrel joyn- 
ed againſt the people of Iſrac), ſaying openly to the 
King,that he would betray the party,and would re- 
concile himſelf with his own men by the price of the 
lives of the Philiſtims , anto the great difadvaritage 
of the whole Realm; which was the cauſe that Achi/o - 
ave him leave to depart fairly,excuſing it upon the 

him, 

At the lal{t,the fatal day of Sar! drew near,and he $#! being 
ſaw the Philiftims which came thick & threefold up- jriexiry 
on him with the chiefeſt forces of their Empire , he conſulrs 
felr the remorſe of conſcience , and the bloud of fo 2 ie 
many Innocents undeſervedly fhed , ceaſed not to we. 
leap up againſt his faulty head. In theſe confaFons 
of a troubled ſpirit, by the repreſentation of his 
crimes, he ſought unto the Divine Oracles, to learn 
what he ſhould do in fo preſsing a neceſsity. Bur 
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worthily in bis life, and driven away as far as he 
could all honeſt men from hiscouncils, for to let 
looſe the reines of his fury , ſoughtafter the dead 
in yain , having trod ander feet the admonitions of 
the living. | 
] have declared in the Maxim concerning the Im- < 
mortality ofthe ſoul, the whole diſcourſe about his 
conſulcing with the Witch at Exdey , and it isnot 
my purpoſe here to trouble again any Reader with 


that the foul of Samuel, baving appeared before 
that the Sorcereſs could employ the charms of her 
profefsion , rebuked Saw! for having diſquicred it, 
and foretold him the routing of his Army, his 
Death, with that of his Children , at which he was 
ſo affrighted, chat he fell down in a ſwound, havin 

eaten nothing all that day. Whereat the Corbis 
having pity, and haying prepared ſomewhar to eat, 
was urgent with him to take ſome lictle refreſh. 


treaties, and thoſe of his ſeryants. 

After he went from her table, he marched all night, He march- 
that he might come to the Army , whether it were © $i 
that ke did not firmly believe that his faſt miſhap, ftims in 
or whether he would willingly ſacrifice himſelf, ies fy 
without any contrarying Gods appointment. The gown. 
next morning he perceiyed_the Army of the Phili- 
ſtims wonderfully increaſed,and with full reſolution 
to fight , and on the contrary the Iſraclites exceed- 

$O ingly weakned , and which ſeemed emp nr carry 
the picture of their diſaſter printcd in their faces. 


friends into danger, not being able to retire kimſelf 
among(t them, without making them guilty of trea- 


ſon,and expoſing them to laughter : laſtly he fonnd 


- not ſo much ſecurity amongſt other Kings, which ha. 


x King 27. 


ving no war with $ax/,would have made fome diffi- 


culry in entertaining him , or might have delivered 
bim up, after they had received him , for their own 
commodity, 


The enemies gave the onfet with very great'vio- 
lence, & overthrew thevan-gard,in which Jousrhax 
was with his two brethren, all which ſedle#the laſt 
proofs of their yalour with their bloud and death, 
The miſerable father ſaw.carried away before he di. 
ed,all that might have obliged him to live, aud pre. 
ſently perceived that the whole body of rheArmy of 
the philiſtims was faln npon him, and yet for all thar 


This roade him reſolve to take his refuge among 60 he had no deſire to retire , not willing to overlive 


a Nation, that bore an irreconcileablc hatredagainſt 
$a#/, But foralmach as ſome haye thought, that he 
bore arms tor Achiſh againſt the people of God, this 


is nanite{tly convinced of falſhood , by the Texr'of 


the Scripture, where it is expreſsly ſaid, that David 
did- invade the Amalckices , and orher people Infi. 
gels, alrhough that Achiſs per ſwaded himfelt,thar he 
would do the like £o the liraclites, afrer he had ben 
fo evilly uſed by his own Nation, Bur he uſed dilli- 


* mulatzon herein, for to maintain himſelfin good fa- 


Four with" the King , as the DoRour Toft at hath 


"Very well-noted; And this was the cauſe that the 


thoſe his misfortunes. He was ill handled by thoſe of 
the forlorn hope, which ceaſed nor to lex fly their ar- 
rows very thick upon the Troops where he was, and 
which fell with ſach violence & multirnde,thar they. 
ſeemed ro imitate the hail in a-greattrempeſt, which 
furtoufly beats down the bopes of a poor husband- 
man He ſaw his braveſt Captains dy before his cyes, 
which ſacrificed themſelves 'with' deſpair of better 
fortune, and although he'were wounded with many 
wounds, and'that he had loſt almoft all his bloud, yetrhe end of 
he ſtoutly upheld himfelf,defifing nothing ſo much as 5 
to dy in the bed of honour. But as forcesfailed —_ 
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- the violence of his 'adverſaries redoubled, fearing 
leſt they had a purpoſe to take bim alive, he com- 

manded his Ta "ry nin to make an end of him, 
and to give him his deaths-blow, before he ſhould 

fall into the bands of the Philiſtims,” The other ex- 

cuſed himſe|f wiſely, ſaying, That he would neyer 
undertake that againſt his Majeſty, and upon fo ſa- 

cred a perſon, and that one ought to expe the de- 

ſtiny, and not to prevent it. Then Sax ſeeing that 
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virtue. Further alſo, alt that Sax! was not 
much loved in hislife-time, yer his death might very 

well have defaced that blemiſh ofbatred that many 

had conceived againſt him, They conſidered that he 

had ſacrificed himfelf with his three ſons for the pub- 

lick ſafety, and had ſpared nothing for his Country, 
They had pity on the evil uſage that the Philitims 

bad done unto his body , bis former good ations in. 
time paſt, the dignity of a King, is laborious life,and 


he could not dye ſo ſoon as he defired, neither by the 10 rragical death, did quell all the envy that any could 


hands of his friends nor of his enemies, ſuffered him- 
ſelf to fall upon his ſword, and made it enter into 
him,vomiting forth both his ſoul and bloud, with ra- 

ings and griefs unſpeakable. The Philiſtims baving 

ound his body amongſt the dead corps,took off his 
armour, and cut off his head, which they carried 
through the Towns of Paleftizs, for a pittifull ſpe- 
Racle,making many thankſgivings in the Temple of 
their Idol for this vikory. And not content bere- 


have at his fortunes, 

Hence it was that Aber his chief Captain,who was 
a man ſufficiently upright, would not loſe any time: 
but ſeeing there remained yet a ſon of Sax/ 
Thboſveth,aged forty years, although be was but of 
little conrage, and as little underſtanding, he made 
him preſently to come into the Camp, and cauſed 
him to' be declared the true and lawfull Succeſſour 
of the eſtates of Saul, not ſo much for the eſteem 


with, they took the body of the King,with thoſe of 29 that he had ofhis ſufficiency, or for the love that he 


his three children, and bung them upon the walls of 

Bethſhan where they were ſcen,untill the'time that 

certain valiant men of his party took them away by 

night,and gave them burial.Such was the end of this 

unhappy Prince, whom impiety, diſobedience, love 

- of himſelf, and the jealoulte of State accompanied 

with his ordinary ragings, threw head-long into a 
Sulfof calamiries, 


Davidre- At the ſametime that this unhappy battel was 


bore him, as intending to reign by him, and over 
him. All the people gave unto him the oath of Alle- 
giance,except the kindred of «da, from which Da- 
vid was ſprung, which gathered together in fayour 
of him,and crowned him King in Hebrox, where be 
reigned about ſeven years, before he poſſeſſed the 
whole power of the Empire. 
The CR of 7«dah was then one body with The Xing: 
two heads, the houſe of- Saz/ and Davidclaſhing a- ted. by - 


ceives the fgnpht, David was purſuing the Amalekites, which 30 gainſt each other, nor ſo much by the inclination of ambicien 


news 
thereof. 


in his abſence had facked the Town of Ziklag,which 
wasthe place of his retireing, that Achi/h the King 
of the Philiſtims had beſtowed upon him. He was 
ſo bappy that he overtook thoſe robbers loaden 
with their prey,and rook qut of their hands his two 
wires Abizcam and Abigail, whom they had taken 
away. As he came from this battel, a young Amale- 
kite preſents himſelf,and brings him the news of the 


death of Saul, of Foxathan, and of his other ſons, 


the Maſters, as by the ambicion of the Favourites fe 
and Servants which would reign at their co#s, 

Abner was high and courageous ; 7oab alſo the 5. and 
chief Captain of David, ſtern and violent, which 44-7 4s * 
would gain the favour of his Maſter by devouring 7 * 
him, in the which he did not ſucceed well, for that verament. 
the ſpirit of David was not ſo feeble as to compl 
with ſuch behaviour , and it was nothing but mu 


firy which cauſed him to paſs by many things. 


affirming that he himſelf had ſtood by at the dearth 40 Theſe two chief Captains full of jealouſe,the one Their com- 


of the King, and had helped him to dye, by order 
which he had received from him, cutting off the 
thread of his life, and delivering him from thoſe 
deadly pains that cauſed him to languiſh : and for 
a proof hereof he ſhewed him hisCrown and brace- 
ler, which he preſented tro David, hoping for a great 
reward from him. h 

But this virtuous and wiſe Prince, as well for con- 
ſcience ſake,as his reputation,took great heed of re- 


over the other,meeting together at the Fiſh-pond of bar. 

Gibeen with the chief of the Nobility, Abxer _ 

firſt and demandeda combat under pretence of play; 

unto whom ?oab which had no need of a ſpur,cafily 

conſented. Preſently one might ſee the yotng men 

of each fide nimbly to beſtir themſelyes, whoſe fin- 

gers did itch to be at it, and did not fail quickly to 
arpriſe one another. The ſport growing hot, by lit- 

tle and little came to a full combat, and at laft to a 


ceiving or manifeſting any joy at this accident, but 5 batrel where many remained dead upon the place. - 


on the contrary, being moved with extream grief, 
he tore his garments, & put all his Court in mourn- 
ing, he wept, he faſted, he made funeral Orations 
for the honour of Sal and Jonathan, and ſet forth 
' lamentations which cauſed as great eſteem of his 
virtue,as they moved piery.co his Country. Not con- 
rent herewith, he cauſed theAmalekite that broughr 
him the news of the death of S$ax/, to dye by Ju- 
ſtice,which he himſelf had helped co confirm(accor- 


foab*s party was the ftronger,and that for twenty 

which he loſt he killed 360. of 4bxers men who was 
conſtrained to retire himſelf, 

But Aze/ the brother of 7oab a nimble runner fol- ;1, ...;, 
lowed him lively with his iword at every turn rea- of A7a«! 
dy to wound him, the other which had no defire to *7 is alt 
ſlay him, being not ignorant that if ic ſhould come ** © 
to that,it would proye the ſeed fan irreconcileable 
enmity between him and foab his brother, prayed 


ding as he had ayouched) by obedience and compal- gg bim twice to depart from him, and to content him- 


ſion, not enduring that he ſhould lay hands upon a 
King,:for-to take away his life from him, by any 
pretence whatſoever that he could alledge. 
It ſeemed that after the death of this unhappy 
Prince, David ſhould forthwith have taken poſſe(i- 
on of all his eſtates, but wiſdom hindred him from 
proceeding herein ſo haſtily: They knew chat be had 
not a at the barrel for-to belp his people, thac 
he had retired bimſelf into the hands of the capital 


enemiesof 7/rac/,and many might vert juſtly think, 70 family of Benjamin encompaſſed him, and cryed 


that he had borne arms for A:hi/6, which might di- 
miniſh much the great opinion that they had. of bis 


ſelf with the ſpoil of ſome other, without being am- 
bjtious of his. Az.4e/! would nor hearken unto him, 
but deſired to make himſelf famous by getting the 
better ofthe Captain of the Army. Arlaſt he ſeein 
him infolent unto that extremity, turned back a 
ſtruck him through with his Launce, Foab and 4b;- 
ſpas bis rwo brethren incenſed with that bis laugh- 
ter, followed Abner with all their force, who ſaved 
himſelfupon a hill, where a great ſquadron of the 


with-a lond voice unto Foab, faying. ſhall the ſwom, 


devour for ever? and would bc gakeefa ber i 
c 
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gedy, as if he were: that it was 
dangerous ay} wt them to delpait# 7oab cauſed 
a retreat tobe: . making a ſhew to do that 
for conrtefie, which he agreed to for neceſlicy. 
Abner layin! is warlike humour, fell in love 


— with a Concubineof Sax! named Riſpah, which was 
ine and A Woman well bred and of good courage. [/hboſherh 
1/o1e/-b. yas offended thereat, for that he had done this with- 


out telling him of it.But Abxer for one poor word 


The inſo- 

ner. apainſt his King,and faid that it was to uſe him like a 
dog to quarrel with him for a woman, atter fo great | 
ſervices as he had done for the Crown, reproaching 
his Maſter, for that he held both his life and hisKing- 
dom of him. Bur ſeeing that he uſed him in this man- 
ner, he would take acourſe with him,and would 
tranſlate the government from the houſe of Sas! to 
that of David, 

_ The poor Prince held his peace,and durſt not an- 

ive t00 

much a pitiful thing to ſee him thus devoured by his own 

mo fervant. The houſes of Great ones are ve;y often 

jets filled with ſuch ſervants, who having been honoured 
with an-eſpecial confidence of their Maſter in the 
adminiſtration of their affairs, whether they be 
their Receivers or Stewards of their families, take 
upon them authority, & not contenting themſelves 
to govern the goods, enter upon the right of their 
Lords, leaving them nothing, but a name and ſha- 
dow ef the Power ,which is due unto them. 

He ten”  Abuer grew 10 hot with anger, that be diſpatched 

David, his Meſſengers toDavid to delire his friendſhip,and 


promiſeth him to bring the whole Kingdom of 1/- 
boſheth into his hands. David anſwered, that he was 
content to make peace with him, ſo that he would 
cauſe his wife Xichol to be reſtored him, who the 

had married to another after his departure, which 
wasreadily agreed to him, for they took her awa 

from the hands ofher husband that followed her 
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him to return to Hebron, under colour of treatin; 

more fully with David.He lightly believedir , and The death 
came back the ſame way, when as 7cab that lay in es 
wait for him,took him treaſonably and killed him at 


Dawd to- 

the gate of the City. a lerates Jo- 
; -. &, ab 1n kis 

David was indeed very much perplexed hereat,8& upon 


uttered prievous curſes againſt 7oab, and his whole ne 
race:nevertheleſs,as the wiſeſt did judge, that there 
was a great intereſt in this death, and thar' his chief 


ceſsity._ 


| ſpokentoin a very mild manner, entred into a rage IO Captain had become the executor thereof, this made 


ſome to think, that there was ſome deſign, &though 
that ſuſpicion was falſe, David did all that he could to 
deface the blemiſh thereof, aſfiſting at rhe funeralsof 
Abner, very near to tlie corps, proteſting againſt the 
cruelty of thoſe that had taken his lite Trom bim,and 
highly ſerting forth the praiſes ot the dezd : yet be 
cauſed not Po to be made againſt 7:46, concei- 
ving that he was not able to deftroy him,in ſuch a 
time,when it was dangerous to provoke him.Nevers 


ſwer one word only to this bold fellow, which was a 20 theleſs, he kept the reſolution to puniſh him even to 


his death, but _ contemned al upon the confidence 
that he had that none could go beyond him, and 
meaſured his own greatneſs by the impunity of his 
great offences, —_ 

it is hard ro excuſe Davidupoii this treaty that he no: be ex. 
projected with 4byry, traytour tohis Maſter if one <u(ed up- + 
have not recourſe to the ſecret and over-ruling wifl tcey 
of God,or to the right that he pretended to have to made with 


the Crown, in conkiderationot his firſt anointment m4 i 


30 made by Samnel He knew that the Fdidts of h15 roy. nor re- 


al digrity were written in heaven,and tor this cauſe Fic to 
withour endeayouring by any criminal way,he ex- and grer. 
pected the work of Providence,and applyed bimfelf ruling wilt 
to the events, for without any thoug he of his, 7/pbg.. * 9% 
ſheth King of iſrael was ſlain by two murtherers Re- 

chab and Baana, which kill 'd him as he ſlept upon 

his bed at noon-day,and brought his head co him, at 

which this great King was ſo highly incenſed, abhor- 

ring this baibarous aR, that he condemned them 


weeping. this woman with her lofty ſpirit had ſome 40 preſently ro death , and after he had cauſed their 


pleating behaviour, wherewith David: affection was 
taken, * | 
In the mean while Abxer powerfully ſollicits the 
people of Iſrael to betake theſelves on Davids tide, 
ſhewing them that God had committed their ſafery 
and reſt into his hands, and that it was he w©* ſhould 
unite togerher all the families under his obedience, 
for to compoſe a Monarchy which ſhould become 
happy 'to his people, helpful to his friends, and terri- 


heads and feer to be cut off he made them to be han- 
ged at the fiſh. pond ot Hebron, wa + 
The death of 16b:/-th the fon of Saxl,ended the —_— 
d.ference which was between the two |{oyal houſes, of 76% 
and the other tamilies yielded themſelves to David, 7" was « 
by an univerſal conſentment.It was then that he be. 
gan to reign abſolutely,and to make to appear,asin - 
a glorious light,the ad mirable qualities, and Royal 
virtues, wherewith he wes adorned. And it is Certain 


ble to his enemies. This diſcourſe did very much 50 ihat of all the Kings of Juda, there was none hath e- 


ſhake the principal ones of the Nation, which were 
nor ignorant of the ſmal hopes that were in the per. 
ſon of 1bohheth, which was diſparaged both by na- 
ture and fortune, This ſtout Captain following the 
buſinefs,came to meet with David in Hebron, who 
Joa#': jea- made him a feaſt hearkened unto his propoſicions , 
louhe over and conduGted him back with honour, 
«Abner, s , 
?oab who was ac that time abſent, at his return 
quickly underſtood of the coming of Abxer,whereat 


he entred into a furious jealoufie, fearing lelt David 60 ment, 


ſhould be of the humour of thoſe, w*) delight more 
in makirg of friends, then keeping of thoſe that are 
made,and that the friendſhip ofa man which ſeemed 
to draw a whole Kingdom after him , might much 
prejudice his fortunes. He enters roughly into his 
Kings chamber, telling him thac this was but a de- 
cciver,whichgame but ro ſpy out his ſecrets, and to 

do him ſome ill turn, that he ſhould lay hold of him, 

feeing he was come'under his power. And for that 


qualled him in all kind of perfetions. He was one 

that feared( od without ſuperſtition, religious with. 

out hypocriſie, valiant without any ſternneſs, liberal ane tgy 
withour reprozching it to any one, a good husband of David, 
without coyetouſnets; ſtout without infolency, vigi- 

lant without unquietneſſe, wiſe without ſubtlety, 
courteous without loofneſs, bible without coward. 

linefs chearſul without roo much familiarity, grave 
without fierceneſs, and Kinde without any comple= 

He united all thoſe things together which ordina- to ligh 
rily make Princesgreat.8& proved in each of them fo **: 
advantageous, as if he had been endowed with that 

only quality. Above all, he ſhewed himſelf all his 

life very zealous for religion, and wonderfully af- 

feed rowards divine things. He removeth the Ark 

of the Covenant with great & ſtately Ceremonies, 

he prepared infinite treaſure to build the houſe of 
God,he copoſeth Hymns for his people, which have 


David anſwered him nothing, ſecing him ina hot 79 aſtoniſhed all ages, and which ferve for perpetuall 


anger,he went out furiouſly, and without authority. 
ſent a meſſage to the chief Captain Abxer,to entreat 


ſprings of devotion in the Church. He ordained the 
Quires of Muſick & ſingers, w® have preſcribed the 
PPPP lavy, 


on 
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law of praiſes in conſort for all Nations, He perfe& - 


Bathſkeba. ſeryed to humble him,and cauſed verymuch trouble 
in his houſe. His mind being looſed from the cares of 
war,and buſineſſes, had too much inclination to the 
fleſh,more then it uſed. He was ſleeping upon his 
bed,and being awaked in the afternoon, he walked 
on the top offi houſe upon the covering madein 
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ly honoured the Prophets and Prieſts, mainteining a fhe had cone e her] 
very great intelligence with and amongſt them, ſeen her, _ very well conceive that that was 
fie vatour All theſe exerciſes no ways diminiſhed in him a- none of his doing. | EE 3 
.and kis tions of yalour, he overthrew the philiſtims in twe The honour of this loſt creature muſt now haye a . 
war's. great battels: he made war on every ſide;in the Eaſt cover : the King ſends for her bushand, nnder ſome ry 
againſt the Moabites and Ammonites, in the Welt other pretence; he comes from the Army he is very ; 
againſt the Phoeticians , on the South againſt the A- Kindly entertained, they are earneſt with him to ge 
malekites, the Arabians,and Idumeans,in the North =take his eaſeat his houſe,and to go to ſee his wite : 
againſt the Syrians, the Sabeans, and Meſopotami- 10 But the good man refuſes it, ſaying that it was not 
ans, and was happy in all his enterprizes. Beſides this ficting for him to ly in a bed, when the Ark of God 
he made leagues with the Kings his neighbours for and his Captain 7oab were under Tents.He- lyes up- 
the benefit of commerce; gaining them all either by on the ground before the door of Davids chamber, 
friendſhip or ſubduing them by torce. and fo paſſeth the night, having no other deſire then 
Fg He rendred Juſtice exaRly to hisS ubjeRts, he fa- to return ſpeedily to the army. - The bling. 
par —_— youred Arts,he enriched and fortified theTowns, he Alas poor Uriah | a harmleſs ſacrifice;thou waſt n<6 of a4. 
busbandry. made himſelf ſtately Palaces,and drew the Kingdom but too faithful to faithleſneſs, &therefore thou muſt = 
of Juda out of ſervility which had not yet known water with thy bloud the loves of thy maſter ! Da- 
what magnificence was , he was honoured by the wvidtakes the pen,and love dictates to him a bloudy 
great ones, beloyed by the- Prieſts, admired by the 2 letter, by w® he ſendsto Poab,that he ſhould place 
wiſeft, and as it were adored by all his people. Uriah amongſt the forlorn-hope,that they might ſo 
ie vices, But as all light in mortal things bath its ſhadow , - - fairly be rid of himyfor ſuch was his —_ Uriah 
The love of God ſuffered him to fall into a great offence, which" carrieth this deadly packet, Joab without enquiring 


— "Pp 


# \ *, oil 
F<. , > p « 
* * #- 4; oy a 
p IF 4 4 ,. ' 
- 
- w. : 


ae. 


\; 's wu ” we b 

"IX 5-4} , 36 +1 # I Os 

. * We & | ” | J Partey, 

She failed not{p to ſend . A | 
that 


| / eas jo 2 | not 


«44 
* vp 


any further,obeys,the innocent is maſſacred; andthe 
falſe liberty of theſe two lovers thinks it is now in 
ſurety coop. David remains nine months covered 
with this filth,and this bloud without comins fo the 
knowledge of himſelf,until that Nathan takes away 
the veil that thus blinded hirn. 


latform, and delighted in the fair proſpetts that he 30 Truth is one of the excellenteſt comodities that is rhe car. 


redewit, 


TarlnDo.S 
ſus 1.43. a 
Conab of a King. Cleophis by this means gained a Kingdom 
yegnum 
«Alexandro 


d from his Palace,from whence de deſcried a wo- 
man that bathed her ſelfin her garden, he enquired 
of her name, her kindred, and her qualities,and be- 
came in lovethereby,ſends for her to his houſe,and 
had company with her, 

How dear did this unhappy caſt of his eye coſt 
him! and how many damned are there,thart ſhal one 
day bewail with eyes of fire the concupiſcence of 
their fleſhly eyes ! This fountain where Bathſbeba 


waſht her ſelf;ran with flames and poyſon,which en- 4o ger, that thoſe that would preſerve themſelves by 


tring by the ſenſes of a Prophet, empoyſoned his 
hearc, blinded his reaſon ,infe&ted his thoughts, and 
overthrew his whole ſoul. This creature was neither 
Bear,nor Lion,nor Geliah,nor Philiſtim,and yet ſhe 
overthrew in a moment, him that made bur a ſport 
of Bears,which conquered Lyons, ſubdued Goliabs, 
and marched over the headsof Philiftims, All con- 
ſpircd unto the miſhap of poor David , the ſeaſon, 
the hour, the ſleep, the ſolitarineſs,the proſpeRt,the 
OobjeR,a woman very fair, and ſmoothly compoſed; 
for it ſeemed that this unlucky one didly in ambuſh 
and made it her glory to triumph over a Saint and 
6one of the yalianteſt men that was at that time upon 
the earch, Perhaps ſhe would only have given an 
o occaſion of love, but not have taken , had ſhe been 
like the Sun,that ſcorches all here below, and yer re- 
mains untouchr in the midſt of his flames.When one 
doth more then he ought in this blind paſſion, he 
oes further then he thought, ; 
It is a great temptation toa worran to be beloved 


in a night. Bathſheba looked more upon the - grear- 
neſs,then the pleaſure. When love & ambition blow 
at the ſame time in the head of a woman , ſhe hath 
two great Devils to fight with. She might honeſtly 
bave refuſed this viſit, ſhe might bave deferred it , 
- have gained time, and turned aſide the occafton. 
There is no need ſometimes but of a ſpiders web, to 
beat back the darts of love, that at other times the 
Ramparts of Semiramis are not ſtrong enough a- 
gainlt it.But ſhe was ready to ſell,and to yield, that 
ad already laid afide her bonour, with her attire. 


2 


in all nature, but the carriage thereof caſts dear,yyb age oftruth 
makes that many will not take it up to bear, eſpeci- oe 
ally when there is any queſtion about carrying it Couce 
into a Kings Palace-one faith that it is not yet time, 
arother, that it will not be uſeful,;others, that it is of 

no great force obliging. One will daub over buſi. 

neſles, another ſeemes to make a conſcience,one ſtu- 

dies for reaſons, where little is to be found, for to 


pleaſe the humours of great ones, but there is dan. 


tair-ſpeaking,do not ruin themſelyes by flattery. 
The Prophet Nathan ſheweth himſelf courageous 
in this point. for although kewas nor ignorant, that ic 
was a thivg dangerous enongh to ſpeak freely to a 
King, and to alover, of that which he leaſt did loye 
to hear : yet he reſolyed to ſhew Dazid his ſin, and 
tooka very right courſe therein,” preventing him 
with a Parable of a rich man having great ſtore of 
ſheep, that had violently taken one only Ewe from 
5Oa | (wes man,which David finding very ftrange, judg- 
ed him worthy to dy. 

Theother hics him home, and tells him that it was 
himſelf, that had cauſed poor Vr:ab to be lain, af- 
ter he had taken his Bath/>eba fro him. He brought 
to his memory the good things that he had received 
from the Divine Bounty,even from his infancy, and 
how by this action he had ill rewarded them, with 
ſo great ingratitude.Whereupon he declared to him 
the miſchances that ſhould happen to him, to his 

60 houſe and poſterity. David awaking, as it were, out 
of a dead (leep,acknowledped his fin,with atrue bu- 
mility,and ſubmitted himſelfto all the chaftiſements 
which ic would pleaſetbat great Judg to draw forth 
for his unfaithfulneſle. Davids re: 

He entred at that very preſent into great grief for pearance. 
the fault comitted, not ſo much for the puriſhment 
that he ſhould receive therefore, as for the love of 
bis ſogood maſter,accounting itthe greateſt puniſh- 
ment of ſins, to have offended He was preſently chi- 

70 ged into another man,he was no more rhat amorous 
Da+44,but a penitent exceedingly bumbled, aheart 
bleeding, eyes weeping , a ſad and disfigured face 
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a body made thin/, ſighirigs redoubled one upon 
another, joints pined away with faſtings & auſtere- 
neſs,a continual avoiding ofall Society, of the light 
and day which reproached him with his offence, and 
a fixed love of Solicarineſs and Tears : His Harp 
hanging up knew no more what ſongs of Trinmphs 
meant, and was wholly imployed in — his 
griets, This — ro all mortal] things ot the 
carth,was upon the coalts of the ſea of Repentance, 
which he made to eccho with his groanings, & ſwell 
continually with his weepings : whereby he fell in- 
to a great (ickneſſe, and God beginnins the puniſh- 
ments of a fin pardoned, cauſed the child conceived 
inadultery to dye, and ſuffergd \him not to bring 
up any young one of Barhfeba, before he had e. 
ſpouſed her by lawfull Marriage. 
A year atter,thoſe pitijull Tragedies of bis hou{: 


—, 


menr upon hegan, which covered it with horrour, ard filled his 


heart with terrours. Am the eldeſt ſon'of Day d 
fellin love with his fiſter Thamar, a very fair Prin. 
ceſs, and which was of che mother's {ide-as well as of 
the tather's, of the bloud-Royal. The more hinder- 
ances that he ſaw in thar his love, both by his quali- 
. nn virginity, and kindred, and the inclination of 
the maid : the more was hisconcupiſcence inflamed, 
This kind of paſſion ordinarily covers that which ic 
ſhould leaſt of all deſire, and that which it can leaſt 
bring to paſſe, Tius was a ſubtle poyſon breathed 
* forth by the contagion of the tathers example, which 
had poſſeſſed the brains of this miſerable one. His 
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ed in great Uiſſmulation, never complaining of Aw 
0x, but reſolved to do himſelf juſtice with his owh 
hands, And having kept two years his deſign faſt- 
lock'd up in his breaſt,to avoid all ſuſpicion thereof, 
he prepares'a Royal Feaſt, to which he invites the 
King his Father and all his brethren ; David excuſes 
himſelf, and the other earneſtly intrears, that his 
eldeſt brother Amo might ſupply his place, unto 
which the Father conſents, 


10 - Thebrethren enter joyfully into the Fall where 


the banquet was, where the Furies had prepared a 
bloudy SpeRacle, . and horrible Sacrifice. Ab/ol'n 
gives the word to his Servan's'to rake the time, 
wherein his brother Ano had already Urank plei= 
tifally, and to Kill him in the middie of the Fea”; 
without any fail, ſaying that it was ſufficent, chat ic 
was he that had ſo appointedit, and that he would 
provide for their falety. The Wine the good C hear, 
and heat did let looſe their tongues co merryment, 


20 when as Words drawn out of the £cabbards glitter. 


ed before the eyes of the Guelts : frar came upon 
all, bur the danger was onely to Amnen, who was 
ſuddenly meſſacred, his bloud leaping on lus bro. 
thers table for a juſt revenge of his ſhameſull luſt, 
The brethren affrighred get up upon their Mules, 
and pet to the Town, the report mixing falſe with 
true, brings ſad news to- David, and gives him io 
underſtand that Ab/o/oz bad ſlain all bis brethren. 
The poor King cafts- himſelf on his face upon the 
ground, weepisg, & all the Court tear their cloaths, 


burning luſt was that which tormented him moſt, 30 and put on mourning. onadab in the mean while 


The King his Father goes to fee him, to take , order 
for his health There is but one medicine, faith he, 
that could heal him, which 1s, that his filter Thamar, 
who hath the skill of making excellent broth, may 
prepare ſome with her own hand, for co cauſe him to 
have an appetite, This is very readily granted to 
him. The poor maid which ſuſpe&ed nothin, is 
ready to give him content; for the better recovery 
of his perſon, he cauſes all others ro ayoid the place, 
and prayes her 'to ſtay inthe chamber for to give 
him to eat, but withour any other counterfeirs he 
takes away the Mask and declares co her his deteſt- 
able paſſion, at which Thamar, who was a Maid 
of Honour, conceived as great horrour as could be, 
alledging unto him, that this was a deed unheard of 
amongſt the people of God. 


certifies, that there was nohe but Ammon that re- 
mained upon the place, in revenge bf the offerce 
commirted againſt Thamar. Davidrewurns a little 
to himſelf,and his other children preſent themſelves 
before him, affrighred and weeping for that which 
had paſſed. Abſclex faves himlelt inthe houſe of 
his Grand-father by the Mother, the King of Ge- 
ſer , where he remains three years, without dare- 
ing to (ce the King his Father, who wou'd no waycs 


40 pardon that his enteprize. 


7oab !abours wu adviſedly to reconcile the Son 


to the Father, by the mediation of a very diſcreet 4". 
woman of -Tecoah; which came with a coungerteit.,,u.. 


pretence,;and complained to the King, that ſhe being 
{other of two fons, the ore in x bot quarre!l had 
ſain his brother, and that they would conſtrain her 


But this barbarous one proceeded on to force her, to deliver up the other to juſtice, that preceſs might mis cecon- 
and deflowred her body, withour getting the con: be made agaitſt bim,to the end ro extinguiſh all her — 
ſent of her minde. The paſſion was ro ſooner eva- | race. And therefore ſhe intreated his Majeſty to be ein; of | 


porated, but thathe entred into as ferious a repen- 59 gracious to fave her ſon'tbat remained, and nor J-«- 


rance, not enduring to behold her with his eyes, 
which cauſed him to remember his heinous crime, 
He drives her out of bis houſe with reproach, where 
ſhe would have left her life with ber honbur { her 
mourning attire,and head covercd with aſhes, teſti- 
fied the funeral of her virginity. 

At laſt ſhecaſt hee ſelf under the proteQtion of her 
brother Ab/olox,who was born of the ſame Mother, 


and rehearſed to him the diſaſtre that had happened. 


wholly deprive her of all eomtort in the world. The 
which David having agreed to, ſhe declare ro him, 
that he ought to praQice the ſame towards his own 
ſon, which he would haye done for one of his ſub- 
jets : that we.were all mortall, and that we paſle 
away here below as tlie carrent of a ſtream, thar we 
ſhould imitate the goodneſs of God, which loves 
our ſouls,” and would not that they ſhould periſh. 
As this woman ſpdke with ſo mech difcrerion, 


unto her. Her brother comforts her, and 1njvins 60 David was in doubt that F-ab had inſtruRed her, 6& 


her filence, having in the mean while no vein'in his 
body that did nor ſwell ro revense this diſhonour. 
The report thereof came to the knowledge of the 
Father, who,remembring his own offence,durſt not 
cenſure that of his Son, beſides that, he loved him 
with too tender an indulgency, and feared to grieve 


him, the which made him feem to winKarall that” 


- had paſſed, wherein he cannot be excuſed from ha- 


made her underhand to a&'this fine play, the whicli 
ſhe affirmed, & ſo much gained the heart of Dar 34, 
that he gave full permiſſion rooab,to fetch back the 
baniſhedto his Foufe,*althoush it was for the ſpace 
of 2 years withou: ſeeing him. Ab/o!ox grew ſo me- 
lancholick,by bis being fo far from the Court, with- 
out ſeeing the King his Facher, chat baving often- 
times fenr to Foab to pit an end to his buſineſs, fee. 


ving committed a gecat fault, which proceeded from 70 ing that he would not come ro him for friendſhip, he 


Avicious mildnefle. 
Abſoley ſeeing that David faid nothing, continu- 


cauſed his corn to be ſer on fire, ro make lym come 
{or anger,tor the wt he excuſed himſelf &encreated 
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him to ask of David inhis behalfe , either that he 
mighr dye, or that he might have leaveto ſee him, 
This good father could no longer diſſemble the 
movings of nature, bur having ſent for him, he em- 
braced him, and gave the kiſs of peace, and re-eſta- 
bliſhes him im the court. The ſpirit of this Prince was 
lofry, tempeſtuous, movable, which could not con- 
tain it ſelf any longer within the bounds of obedi. 
ence. For the ſpace of the five years of his removall 
from the Court he had leifure enough to bite the 
bridle ;and as it is credible, he had projected alrea- 
dy the deſign of reigning, bis ambition ſeemed to 
him ſufficiently well founded : Amor his eldeſt 
brother was dead, Celeab the fon of Abigail, the ſe- 
cond of his brethren, made no great noiſe, he ſaw 
himſelf under-propt on his mothers ſide , by the 
King of Geſter his grand-father : This was a Prince 
well made,upright, pleaſing, courteous, liberal, ſe- 
cret, courageous,and capable of great 7 vey 


He ſaw his fachec upon the declining of his age,who 20 their faces, even then,whe they have deſpair in their 


had lo{t very much of that vigour teftifed ſo many 
times in his battels. Adonija was too much a fon- 
dling, and Solomon yet a childe and not able to op- 
poſe him. He conceived that the Empire could not 
flip our of his hands : And indeed there was great 
hopes for bim, if he had had fo much patience to 
ſtay for it, as deſire to command. 

He made too ſoon to appear what was in his mind, 
cauſing himſelf to be encompaſſed when he marched 


forth with ſouldiers, and a guard, which wasa ſign 30 women do being forſaken by men and firength, but 


of Royalty. Further alſo, he ceaſed not to gain rhe 
hearts, and ſccretly to get the good will of all his fa- 
thers ſubje&s. He was up betimes in the morning , 
and ſet himſelfe at the entrance of the Palace to 
take notice of all thoſe that had any buſineſs to 
' propound to the King. One never ſaw Prince more 
prodigal in courtelies, he called them to him, he 
embraced them,he kifſed them, he enquired of their 
countrey, ot their condition, of their ſuir, and of 


that their negotiation. He did juftice to all the zo but only that he ſaw clearly that this calamity was an 


world, and ſid, that there was no other miſhap, 
but that the King was-old and tyred with buſineſ- 
ſes, and had not a man to hear the complaints of 
his ſubjeRs, and to render them juſtice, and that if 
one diy he had the charge which his birth deſerved, 
he would give full ſatisfaction to every one. 

By this means he made himſelf conquerour of 
hearts, and traced out great intelligence throughout 


the Provinces, guiding himſelf by the counſels of A. - 
chitoph4, who was the moſt refined ſpirit, the beſt 5o vereign Maſter : He eſteemed himſelt unworthy to 


diſſemibler , and moſt pernicious that was in the 
whole,Kingdom : David did not ufficiently watch 
over theaCtions of his ſon, and the ſecret workings 
| of this evill, Counſcllour , the evil increaſed, and 
their party was already framed: Abſc/on asketh leave 
of the King 'his father to go to Hebron under pre. 
tence of performing a vow, but with an intent to 
proclaim bimſelf King. That which he deſired was 
granted to him, he marches under this covertnre 


with a train, and ſplendour, carrying many people 60 but David ſharply reproved him for it,& would that 


with him, and ſacrifices to offer. He gives order in 
the ' mean while to all his confederates, that at the 
fir ſound of the Trumpet, they ſhould march forth 
into the field:to go to meet him,and to bring him all 
the Troops that they could gather rogether, 
Allthis was readily performed, and withour fur- 
ther diſſimulation he declared himſelf; and canſed 
bimfclt. cobe crowned in Hebren : the news came 
quickly-to David, which ,bronghe himyword that 


his ſon Abſolon was revolied, againſt him, and 'had 70 me. Theſe words alone were more worth ther alþbumilicy 


gor. poſſeſſion of Hebron; and that all the forces of 
the Kingdom run to him, | 
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Here one may ſeca ple of che judgment 4 grea: 
of God,of the weakneſs of a man left co himfelfe, as Fmt® 
alſo, the beams of an high and protound humihry, weakoets 
To ſpeak according to man, all that Darid did in of mans 
this ercounter of affairs, was low and feeble. He ;* is let by 
might have taken the field with the Regiments 69d. * 
which he had which amounted at lea{t to 6,0r 7000 
men, and have unwoven this web of conſpiracy, at 
its ſpringing forth, And if he had not perceived him- 

IO felf{trong enough, he had {ufficieat means to main. 

tain himſelf in Ferzſalem, to entrench and fortifie 
himſelf there, and to ire out thoſe ſpirits of his Re. 
bels. He might have entertained him with good 
hopes, promiles, and treaties, and have cooled this 
firſt hear, by rallying by little and little the affecti- 
ons of his ſubje&s to his own party. Andift he had 
conceived his affairs tobe in ill plight, he ſhould have 
been the laſt that had taken norice of it, after the 
manner of thoſe you Caprains,which carry hope in 


heart, to keep together their troops in their duty, 

But this pcor Princeat the news of this Rebellion, 
talked of nothing bur flying, & leaving bis chief Ci- 
ty,and ſaving himſelf in the by-paths of the wilder- 
neſſes; be is the firſtthat goes forth withour a horſe to 
ride on, on his bare feer, his head uncovered, with 
rears in his eyes,offrighting all ihe world, & left ten 
Concubines to keep bis palace, which was very ill 
advice according to the world, for what could theſe 


only to proſtitute themſelves to the ſoldiers, & yield 
up all the honour they had left, as a prey to them ? 

Further alſo,be ſent back the Ark of the Covenant 
which Zadcck and Abiathar had brought into his Whence | 
camp,which might baye put very much courage into courage 
bis army,& obliged it ro defend a thing ſo honourg.. came. 
ble & ſo precious tothis nation. Whence dowethink "3 2* 
then,that this ordring h:mſelf, in a king,to whom nei<cccded. 


ther yalour was wanting,nor wildom, nor experience 


ordinance of God,w*b had been foretold by the Pro- 
phet Nathan ? and in purſuit whereof, this virtuqus 
Prince had no other thought then to ſuffer the work 
of providence,and to ſubmit his whole heart, in the 
ful extention thereof,to the chaſliſement of his judg, 
and to kiſs the rods which beat him. He marched like 
a penitent andnot like a captain,he adored the judg- 
ments of God upon him,he cory. oy his pains going 
a foot,& that bare-foot{to exalt the juſlice of his ſo- 


look upon the Ark of the Covenant, & uſed himſelf 

with all kind of rigour,to honour the deſign of Hea- 

ven for his abaſement. This is the cauſe that he endu- 

red all, & complains of nothing, bearing with a deep 
patience the enraged tongue of Shemei, who ſeein : 
bim in this cſtate,in which the moſt barbarous would Pt 
have pitied him, perſecuted him with bloody inju. V4u4 to- 
ries,and went about to have ſtoned him: 4biſbas of. $35 3 
fered himſelfco have cut him in pieces at the preſent, 


theyſhould ſuffer him toexerciſe his rage at bis plea- 
ſure, not being ignorant that all which happened ro 
him was deſigned from above.He contented himſelf 
with ſaying. 1f God will be merciſnl to me, he will + 
call me back,& make me to ſee again his Ark and hig 
Tabernacle,But if he cauſe me to knowthat'T am not 
fitting any more to pleaſe him,nor to ſerve in che e- 
Rate of a King lam readyto obcyall his pleaſure, ſee- 
ingit belongs co him to do whaiſoever he will with yi, grear 


crowns , and brought him again into the ſayour * rolnart 


# 


God, by bearing that his aſflition with fo great 
bumility, In 
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curophel. Achitoph:l, which, the ſurer to engage him in the 
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rhe perni-  Tthe mean while Mfſus entred into Jeruſalem caſe they ſhould gain the ViRory, that they ſhould 
oof 4. without reſiſtance,with his peſtilept Council of Srate; guard his Son Ab/alon withour- doing him any burr. 


673 


T his being done , the Trumpets fourd, and the atjate» 


war, and an irreconcileable hatred agaln{t his Fa. Armies approach, David's people enter into the gives vat 
P P 


cher, give him moſt deteſtable counſel, and which field of the t3artel,as Lions, their Maſtersgood cauſe ” 


1 to his 
ather 


couldnot have been inſpired but from the blacket gave them ſuch confidence. It ſeemed tharthe-viRto- where be 


of the botromleſs pits , he perſwades him to abuſe ry that day had taken a pledge ro follow their Co- ;; 
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thrown 


all che Concubines that his Father had lefcin the pa- tours, and thatir was enough if they did but ſhey killed, 


lace, the which this diſloyal Son would execute, themſelves to conquer, The Rebels cormented with 
moſt erroneouſly cauſing a pavillion to be ſer up in 10 the affrightments of their conſcience, and whifh had 
the fight of all che people, & going publickly the:e- not ſuch entertainment as they were promiſef, firſt 
into to accompliſh all his inceſts. Behold the poli- were pur into diſorder,after to flight, and then to a 
rick wiſdom of this miſchievous ſervant, whom they rouc.lt ſeemed that on the one part,there were men 
eſteemed as a God in counſels; who is there that ſaw that came to kill,and on the other, ſheep thit came 
not; that this ation, beſides thac it drew upon Ab/o- to be ſlain. As ſoon as they were mingled the one 
les the wrath &vengeance of God, made him odious amongſt the other, the ſword on the one fide made 
& abominable to all his people Ze ro all thoſe which _ Maſſacres, on the other, the falls & tumblings 
had any teeling of Religion or publick honeſty. eadlong carried them away, in ſuch manner, that 
- Afﬀeer he had begun fo villanouſly, he aſſembled there remained twenty thouſand upon the place. 


ſervant © 


| his Connal, for to give order for the affairs ofthe 20 Abſolon taken with a great aſtoniſhment, islefe ;4,. ae 


chu the warr, Achitophel counſclled him to take rwelye by all the world, and betaking himſclfro fight, Sets of Abſelen, 


md bs ' thouſand men of the beſt exerciſed, to purſue his up upon a Mule. It bappened that paſling t 


rough a 


the coun- Father the ſame nighr, and to take himin that diſ- Foreſt, bis head was catched, and wreathed within 


cil of 46- 


ſelon. 


Ls 


order and wearinefle, and to make bim away, aſſu. the branches ofa Tree, inſomuch that his carryer ha- 
ring him, that if that one man alone were down, all ving left him, he remained hanging between > 
the Kingdom would be for him.In this private coun- & earth, where he made a _ firting amends both 
cil there was by good chance one wiſe man named to the juſtice of God, and the goodneſs of his Fa- 
Ch:/hi, a ſecret friend of David, and his confident, ther : oab had notice thereof, who neverthelcſle 
which was come to join himſelf in appearance to _ David had forbidden, ſtroke him through 
Abſolex' 5 party,cloſely to counterpoiſe the counſels 39 with three Darts, and when as yet he ſeemed to 
and authority of Achitophel. He ſaw well that if havelife,ten young Souldiers of the Troups of 7oab 
God had permitted the execution of this firſt advice, ran to make an l of bim , he feared ſo much that 
that David had been loſt without any recovery: this if he ſhould return ifito favour and authority, leſt 
was the reaſon, that after he bad infinnated himſelf he ſhould take vengeance upon him, bgcauſe he 
into the heart and friendſhip of Ab/olon, teſtifying would not follow his party. The body was inter- 
that from henceforch he would ſerve him with the redina pit under a great heap of ſtones, for to con- 
ſame fidelity that he had done to his Predeceſſour , vince the yanity of him, which had cauſed a ſtate! 
he declaredunto him, That they ſhould do nothing ha= = Monument to be builr for himſelf, which he called 
fly, for that his Father Was an old Captain which MAbſolox'; hand. Behold an horrible end ofan evil 
knew all policy in warr, and that he had ſtiff in his 40 Sonand agebellious Subjet, which is ſufficient ro 
Army men full of connſell and valoxr, that he ſhonld make poſterity afraid throughout the revolution of 
mt r0u2 ap the Bear in ber weed after be had robbed All ages. 
her of her young ones, and that deſpair 1s a valiant piece While all this was doing, David encloſed in a 
in warr,that it ſtood not with his honour to give battel, little Town, expected the event of the battel, . and 
wnleſs he were aſſured of the vitory , for that, If at and when as the Poſts brought him the news of the 
bu firſt encounter he ſhould have the wor, yet -diſad- Vigory, he ſhewed not fo much rejoycing as fear : 
vantage world be of dangerous conſequence, able to asking every moment 1n what eſtate his Son Ab/olox 
abate the conrager,aud put the whole Army toarout, WAS, which cauſed that diverſe durſt not bring him 
But if he wonld ſtay «while,the people wanld gather to- the news of his death, ſeeing the trouble of his 
gether about him in a great number, as the ſaud on the 5g mind. At laſt Chufhi uttere the word, and ſaid, 
Sea: ſhore, and that he being in the midſt of ſo mighty That they ſhould deſire Ab/cloy's end to all the 
an Army might overthrow the Cedars, and pull up King's enemies. He underſtood well what he would 
Towns by the roots, without any body being able to re- fay, and was pierced with ſo violent a grief, that 
fit him. he conld not be comforted, loſing all courage, and 
This Counſel was relliſhed and preferred before crying every moment, Abſolon my Son, my Son Ab- 
the firſt, whereat Achitophel entred into ſuch a ſolox, Oh that thi favour had beex done for me, that 
rage, that he ſuddenly wen forth ofthe Chamber, 7 might have dyed for thee | Every one caſt down 
and retired himſelf to his houſe, where, after he had His cyes for pitty,and the whole victory was turned 
diſpoſed of the eſtate of his family affairs, -he rook into ſorrow, the Palms and Laurels were changed 
unto himſelf an unlucky cord and ſtrangled himſelf, gg into Cypreſs. | 
by the moſt manifeſt juſtice of God. ?oab alwayes bold and inſolent towards his Ma- 
Afﬀeer which, Ab/olon ſceing himſelf ſufficiently fter, inſtead of receiving reproaches for his fault, 
well accompanied,paſſ:s oucr Jorden, takes Amaſa Caſts them upon David, and thinks that the means 
for his chief Captain, and intends to give batrel to to juſlific himſelf, was to ſpeak the more ſtoutly. 
his Father. , David which had had a little leiſure- ro He enters into the Chamber of his King, and re- 
recolle@ and fortifie himſelf, takes courage again, proves him ſharply, ſaying to him, That he would 
divides his Army into thre parts, namesLicutenants pt to'\confufion all his good Servants that had that 
and Captains, and appoints three for Chief, Foab, day ſaved his life, bis houſe, and all his eftate , 
Abihai, and Ittai, He would alfo haye been him- That he was of a ſtrange nature, and ſeemed to 
ſelfin the Encounter, but his Council beſceched him 7g have been made for nothing but to hate thoſe that 
to retire, which he did after he bad encouraged his /oned him and to lvve thoſe that hated him: That 
people to do their duty well : but above all, thatin it was very clear, that he bore no good _— 
Ws 
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his Captains , and geod Souldiers,and if they all bad 
periſhed to ſave the life of ene rebellious ſon, he 
Would have been very Well ſatisfied. Farther , h2 
ſwore to bim by the living God, that if be did met riſe 
and go forth to ſee and entertain thoſe that returned 
from the battel , that there ſhould nit remain one man 
oxely with him before the morning, which would prove 
a greater diſpleaſure to him, they ever he 'received i 
all his life. He preſſeth lum ſo vehemently , that 
the King without daring to anſwer him one word , 
roſe up, and did all that he would have him. 

This great grief diminiſhed by little and little, 8 
the rejoycings of thoſe that came on every lide to 
carry him back toJeruſalem in criumph,gave im no 
leiſure to think upon his ioſs. He endeavoured to 
drave to him apain all thoſe that had ſeparated thc- 
ſelves, pardoning all the world with an unſpeakable 
meekneſs, bzing ready even to give foab's place to 
Amaſa that was chief Captain for Abſolon. 


_ 


wy” 


forth his virtue, beſides this which is more worthy of 
excuſe then blame. 

And foraſmuch as he ordained by his teſtament, 
the death of Joab & of Shimes, thisdoth ſomething 
trouble thoſe ſpirits which bavean inclination to 
m |dneſs,they ſay that 7oab was his kinima, his taith- 
ful ſervant, the beſt of his Captains, the chief Com. 
mander that had followed him from his youth, «c- 
companied him through infirute dangers, and up. 
held the Crowna thouſand times ſhaking upon his 
head, He never medled in the factions that were 
raiſed againſt the Kinf, be was always the firſt thzc 
diſlipated them by the vigour of his ſpirit, refoluti. 
on, counſel,of his Arms,and of his Sword. It he flew 
Abner , it was in revenge of is Brother which che 
other had (lain. if he ſtabbed Amaſa,it was ghe chief 
Captain ot the Rebsl Abſolon , whom they would 
have pnt in his _ for to lay then great taults of 
the State upon him. if he ſpoke freely to David, it 


Bur Poab quickly bindred this, and kild with his 2g vas always for his good, and for his glory , in the 


own hand, him thar they had purpoſed for his ſuc- 
ceſſour, After that he began to purſue one Sheba a 
Capcain of the Rebels, who was retired into Abe- 
la. with ſome remainder of the rmutinous, and as he 
was about to beſiege it, and deſtroy the City for to 
take him, a woman of diſcretion and great in cre- 
dit amongſt her people, which had made compolt- 
tion with 7oab,cauſcd him to be ſlain,and threw his 
head over the walls , to put anend to this whole 
blondy war. | 
After this re-eſtabliſhment of his Eftate , David 
reigned about eleven years in ful peace in continu- 
al exerciſes of Piety, of Devotion, of Jullice, and 
cauſed a general Aſſembly of the. States of his 
Realm, where he made his ſon Solomcn which he 
had choſen,to be confirmed, and encouraged him to 
brild that great Temple, which ſhould be the mar- 
vel of the World, whereofhe ſhewed him the plat- 
form, the beautyſying and the orders, in the !dea. 
"Two things Go a lictle aftoniſh Goſe whuch do 
ſeck anexa@ ſanftity in this Prince : the Arit , that 


| he dyed, haying unto the laſt hour a maid of rare 


beauty by him;and the other,that he recommended 
to his ſon Solomon puniſhments and deaths by his 
Teſtament,* 
But there are that anſwer to thoſe that may be ot- 
fended with theſe a&ions : That God hath perthir- 
ted this to make us the better to reliſh and admire 
the perfe&ions of bis Evangelical law, whereof the 
Word Incarnate was made the Law. giver, and brin- 
ger,above all the excellericies of the preſents and 
virtues of the Mofaical law. And that one oughtnot 
to expeR from David the chaſtity of a Saint Leyvis, 


. nor of a Cafemire, but that one ought to meaſure 


things according to the manner of the time, accor- 
ding to the law and cuſtom. Nevertheleſs I ſhould 
rather ſay,rhat the plurality of women was not an 


- offence, ſeeing that it was approved of God: ſo thar 


it cauſed not a weakning of the vigour of the ſpirits 


mean time at his Death he recommended him to 
be puniſhed, after that in effet he had pardoned 
him all his life. 

But to allthis I ſay, that the laſt ations of ſo 
great a King, are n.ore worthy of honour then 
cenſure. The puniſhment of Foab proceeded , nor 
from a paſſion, bur froma Jultice inſpired by God, 
which would farisfie the voice of bloud, the which 


© cryed {till againlt che murders comitted by this Ca- 
o Prain, Further alſo therewas a ſecret of State, as 


ſaith-T heogorer,, w® is, that this Foab ſhewed bimielf 
againſt the re-election of Selomen, and was ready to 
trouble the peace of the Realm. 

' And as concerning Shimesi to whom he had ſworn 
that he would not cauſe him to dy, be kept his pro- 
miſe to him faithfully, abſtaining from doing him 
any evil while he lived, although he was in abfolute 
power for co hurt him: but as his oath was perſo- 
nal, he would not extendit upon bis fon, andry 


& Þis hands , contenting himſelf ro recemmend unto 


him that he ſhould do juſtice, according as lus wiſe- 
dom and diſcretion ſhould dire him. It is very 
fitting that we ſhould think highly of this Pro; her , 
and that we ſhould rather ſcarch out the reaſon of 
many of his ations, from the ſccret inſpiration of 
God, then from the weakneſs of humane judge. 
rent, 

He lived near upon threeſcore and twelve years , 
reigned fourty, and dyed a thouſand and thirty two 
years before the birch of ourSaviour leaving infinite 
rreaſures for the building of the Temple,and eternal 
monuments of his deyotion and underſtanding. It 
was a ſpecial favour to him, that the Saviour would 
be born of his bloud,and that bis birth was revealed 
to him ſo many days. before it was known to the 
world; He hath often ſet it down upon the title of 
his Pfalms,and was in an extaſfie, in this contempla» 
tion, by the fore-taſt of that his happineſs.” Menare 
accuſtomed to take their nobility , and their names 


and mortifying their divine fun&tions by too much 60 from their Anceſtours that go before them. Bur 


inthe pl;ce of a ſpouſe, and approached amo him 
not for the” pleaſure which his great age had totally 
extinguiſhed:but for the entertainment of his Roy- 


al perſon. Laſtly, there are other actions that do {ct 


.commerce with the fleſh.David Inned not in cauſing David fUrew it from a Son whichis the Father of 
the Shunamite to ly beſides him, ſeeing that ſhe was 


Glory , and Authour of Etersity. The induſtrions 
hands of men have taken pains in vain, to carve him 
out a Tomb. Death hath no power over him, ſeeing 
that he's the Primogenicour of life. All things are 
great in his perſon; but the heighth of all his great- 
nelsis, that he hath given us a 7eſws, | 
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Temple, and yet he can bardly finde place 

' in the holy Court... The love which gave 

him the Crown by the means of his mother Bath. 
feeba , bath taken from him his innocency. The 


Gi" was he that ordered the holineſs of the 


Gentiles might have made him one of their Gods, if 


Women had not made him leſs then a man. His en- 
trance into the Throne of his father was bloudy his 
Reign peaceable, his Life variable, and his end un- 
certain. One may obſerve great weakneſſes at the 
Court at his coming to the Crown, confuſed de- 
fgns, deſperate hopes , a Prophet upright at the 
Court, a woman full of inyention, an old Courtier 
overthrown, and little brotherhood, where there is 
diſpute of Royalty, 

David was upon the fading of his Age, and his 
Throne looked at by his Children, which expeRed 
the diſſolution of their father. -He had taken the 
authority upon him to decide this queſtion by his 
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ſelf by the orders of them in the diſpoſition of their 
Royalty, and ſaw not, that to undertake to ſucceed 
him without his good will, was to defire to climb to 
the top of the houſe without going up by the ſtairs, 
His experience might have made 


judge, what the artifices were of a woman beloved 


thing but climbing, without endeayouring to take 
away the hinderances which he had about hus feer. 
Other wayes alſo he contented himſelf to have the 
favour of ſome without ſeeking tha: of others, which 
it may be, bad no great deſire to fet him forward ; 
but were of a real power to hinder him. There are 
ſome which hold themſelves offended, becauſe they 
are not intreated, and which endeavour to hinder a 
buſineſs wnhout having any other reafon, but that 


commands, not willing to be ruled therein by na- 20 they were not- employed init. 4doni;ah contented 


ture, nor to prefer him whom ſhe had firſt brought 

into the world, but him which ſhould be appointed 

by God, and beſt fitted thereto by his tavours. 
RBathſhebs® » 1+bſheba, a ſubtle woman , that had carried him 
ficly iofi- b 9 c Fei dk h 
nuates her AWAY V1OIENCE OI A Sreat ANECUON, Ang KEPT NET 
ſelfe , and ſelf in her poſſeſſion, and bad- more power over 
procures » he mind of the King, then all his ether aſſociates, 
for her Amidſt the kindneſles of an affeRionate husband , 
jon $9/9- which is not willing to deny any thing to her whom 


he would take her ſon Solomon to be ſucceſſour in 
bis Eſtates. 
comer, This was a lictle miracle of Nature in his Infancy; 
infancy and it ſeemed that all the Graces bad ftrove toge- 


pleaſfivg. ther to make a work ſo curiouſly poliſht, His mo. 
ther loved him with infinite tenderneſs, and his fa. 
ther could not look upon him without amazedneſs, 
He was married at the age of nineteen years : and 
David, before he departed from the world, faw 


himſelf to have Abiathar and Joab for bim ; but he 
conſidered not,that Nathas the Prophet;and Z agoch 
the Prieſt, and Bexaiab the Captain, whom he con« 
temned, were mighty, and able to trouble his pre- 
tenſions, 

Further,for fear leſt he ſhould fail in the buſineſs, 
he made too much haſte of it, taking into his com- 
pany, ſouldiers and a guard,in imitation of Abſcley. 
And when as he ſhould bave kept himſelf, recired 


he loves ; ſhe drew this promiſe from David, that 3@ and recolleted within himſelf, he opened bimſelt 


too much, and publifhed his deſigns, which were like 
to thoſe. pearls, that in ſtead ot a good ſubſtance , 
had nothing bur an outward rind. 

He made a great feaſt, ro which he invited all his 
brethren without ſpeaking of Solomey , be called 4- 
biathar and Joab, without making niention of Ne 
than and Zadech. The one made' (great chear,, 
and created a King amongſt their pots and glaf- 
ſes, whilſt that Nathan and Z adock vented all their 


himſelf multiplied by his ſon in a ſecond, which was 4o ſecrets,and countermined all their defigrs. 


Roboam. 

Ariſt«tle bath obſerved well, that children which 
are married ſo young, do ſeldom bring forth great 
men ; and this obſervation was verified in Reboarn, 
who made as many confaſions in bis life, as he had 
made rejoycings at his birth. This ſtrengthned ,So- 
lomes at the beginning, in his own and lis mochers 
pretences. 


But Adonijah his brother which immediately fol- 


Amongſt theſe exceſfive joyes of Adexijah, NNa- 
than plotted together with BathGeba,declared to her 


im weigh, what 
the jeaioulie of an old man may do ; who deſires the 
more honour and life, the nearer he ſees them to 
their ſecting, His reaſon might have taught him to 


to how imperious over a husband. He tliought of no. 
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the news of the pretenſions of the imaginary King ; and 2atk- 
exhorted her ſtrongly to oppole bim, and ſhewed /«'s ad- 


her the means thereto. They take their counſels to. 
gether, with a reſolution to make the proceedings 
of Adexijah to ſound aloudin the ears of David, Ir 
is agreed that Bathſcba ſhould enter into the cham- 
ber of the King firlt ; and that Nathe, withour un- 


lowed A4bſolon, was before him in the right of El- 50 derſtanding any thing of their conference, ſhould 


derfhip, and promiſed himſelf to have a good part 
of the Empire: 


oAdnjes Theexampleof that unfortunate brother, which 

tor of the Bad expired his life in the deſpair of his fortune, was 

Goa, 6h ſtrong enough for to ſtay him, which treading 

Qion © (asit were) in the ſame ſteps, went on infallibly un- 
to his laſt miſchance. David endured too long for 
bim, and it ſeems to him that the greateſt kindneſs 
that a rich father could do for his ſon, when he 
came to die, is to ſuffer himſelf ro die. 

He had ſufficiently well knitted his party toge- 
ther, binding himſelf cloſely to the chief Prieſt A41a- 
thar, and to Foab ,It ſeemed to him, that having on 
his ſide the Altars and Arms, he was invincible. 

The fau't But in that burning defire thar he had'to reign, he 
OL committed very great faults, which pur an end to his 


Council of life by an event very tragical. He did not ſufficiently 
conſider the power of his father, who governed him- 
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winde in, as it were, upor a ſudden, and as it were 
to firike up the buſineſs, when as ſhe already had 
well proceeded in the diſcourſe. 

All this was artificially executed, BathBeba, with 
many honied words cauſeth Davidto remeniber his 
promiſe, repreſented ro him the enterprize of his 
fon Agdonijah, and ſets forth before him the pitifull 
bandiing that ſhe with ber dear fon muſt expect, in 
caſe that the defign of the Rebel ſhould take effec. 

Nathas, an eloquent ſpeaker comes in, as if he 
were amazed, and without ſhewing that he 
bore any affeRtion to any party, he laid chiefe ho!d 
on the authority and pleafure of rhe King , 
which he comes to underfland, as the true ora- 


VICe. 


cle of the Realm, to conform himſzlfe thereto , ' 


and without falling into paſſion againſt Aaoi- 
jah, he cauſed him to ſend his fecret intelligences 
and carriages, avouching, that if he had ——_— 

that, 
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= that, without communicating it to him,he makes his 
rocecedings very ſtrange. | 

bf Rn This ran ro intereſt Bavid in the bufineſs,in fuch 

a manner, as he failed nor preſently to command 

Nathan and Zadx&, to ſet Solomon upon his mule, 

to cauſe bis guard and his old Regiments to accom- 

pany him unto Gib-6», and there , without any de- 

foy to conſecrate him King, and to give the people 

ro underſtand, that he had cheſen him for his law- 
full ſacceſſour. | 


mis All this was: executed with vigorouſnefs incredi. 
declared þle,when as a woman fo ardent had taken it in hand. 
Kings 


And while Adoxijah was yerdrinking with his con- 
fidents, the Trumpet ſounded through the Town , 
with great out-cries of joy, and unſpeakable clap- 
ping of hands. ' He had thought char all this had been 
done for him, but oxathay, the ſon of the High 
Prieſt Abiathar, put them all beſide this bekef, and 
told them with lamentation, togerher for their 0- 
verthrow, what that was which was done, and that 
Solomon was coming preſently to be conſecrared. 
All their hearts failed upon the news of this chance, 
and they ſeparated themſelves as muchas they could 
from each other,to take away the ſuſpicion of a con- 
ſpiracy, which was but too manifett, S$o/omen is 
+ brought back co the Palace with {trong acclamati- 
ons, and all the officers and ſervants entring into 
the chamber of David, gave him a thouſand bene- 
ditions for the choice that he had made, wiſhing to 
the new King all the greatneſs and all the profperi- 
ty of his father. 

Adonijah ſaw well that he was gone too far, and 
fearing leaſt Solomon m__ make the firſt trial of his 
power at the coſt of his life,he fled unto the ordina- 
ry refugz,taking hold of the horns of the Alrar,and 

. entreating FSolewoy for his life, who gave it him n 
on ſuch condition, that he ſhould keep himſelf with. 
in his duty, and would rot ſpot a day Io glorious 
for him by ſhedding the blood of his miſerable bro- 
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had no.other commerce with her; then to receive 
the ſervice and aſſiſtance neceflary for his health. 
. Bathſheba was very glad that his ambirion did 
here bound it fel and promiſed to ſpeak to the King 
thereof very willingly, which ſhe did, going expres. 
ly to viſit him. Solomon went forth to meet her, 
made her very great reverence, received her with 
molt courteous entertainment, and having aſcended 
his Throne, he cauſed another to be ſet at his right 


Io band for his mother , which faid ro him; That ſhe 


came to make a very little requeſt unto him, upon 
which it would be a diſpleaſure to her to receive 
any denial. 

The ſon affured her, and faid, That ſhe might 
boldly demand, and that he was no wayes intended 
to give her any diſcontent. As foon as fhe had 0- 
pened the buſineſs, and named Abiſhag's name, Fo- ,, 
lomon entred into great anger, and ſaid, ſhe might ti,ou ©. 
have added thefteto the Kingdom, ſecing that he x 


20 was his eldeſt brother, and that he had Foab and 4- 


biathar on his ſide ; and without givirg any other 
anſwer he ſwore,he would make Adoxijah dre before 
it was night: whereupon, he preſently gave order 
to Benaiah, who ſupphed rhe office of Caprain of 
the Guard, which failed not to ſlay this young 
Prince. : 

Thoſe thac think that Solomon might do this in He canoe 
conſcience, and thar one may conjeure that God **! Þ* = 
bad revealed it unto him,rake very ſmall reaſons t0 the murder 


39 excuſe great crimes, and fee not that whoſoever ® + bio 


would have recourſe to imaginary Revelations, © 
might juſtifie all the moſt wicked :Rions of Princes. 
There 1s not one word alon2 in the <cripture, that 
witneſſes, that after the eſtabliſhment of. $»lomen , 
this 'poor Prince did make the leaſt trouble in the 
State, he acknowledged Solomon for King, be lived 
peaceable , he was contented with the order that 
God permitted : for the comfort of the loſs of a 
Kingdom, which according to the Law of Nations 


ther, Joab and Abiathar diſſembling their intelli- 40 did belong to him, he delired but a maid ſervant in 


gence with Adonijah, ran to worſhip as well as 0- 
thers, him, whom willingly rhey would have devou- 
red, ſeeing that their ſatety conſiſted at that time 
in hiding their intention, 
The 4-a:h Bt after that David had his eyes cloſed up,and that 
of David, Solomon ſavy himſelf conarmed by the general con- 
reds --. ſentmentr of all orders, choſe waves at the Court, 
trance of Which as yet had made bur little frizlings, began ro 
CO raiſe a great tempelt. 
deſired rhe 
Stunamie 


unanite red tO get a woman, and goes direRly to. Bathſheba 
"oa RF the Queen-mother. ro uphold his requelt. She was 
his misfor- not unwilling to ſee him, fearing thar he had {hill re- 
tune, tained ſome bitterneſs in his heart, upon the things 
that had paſſed : b:hold wherefore, ſhe preſently 

asked him whether. he came as a friend , to which 

he anſwered, that all was quiet, bur that he had one 

requeſt to make to her, knowing well the credit in 

which ſhe was with che King her ſon. The Queen 


marriage, and he is put todeath tor ir. 

Who could excuſe this? 1 am of opinion of the Th* ju 
D.Cajetan, who faith, that this command was not TR 
only ſevere, but unjuſt , & I believe thar hence came 694 upon 
the misfortune of So/omen, for that having ſhewed **" 
himſelf ſo lictle courteous towards his mother, & fo 
cruel rowards his brother, for the love of a woman, 

God to puniſh him, bath ſuffered, thar he ſhould be 
loſt by all that which he loved moſt. After this mur. 


Adox:jah, after he had loſt a Kingdom, endeavou- $O der,, he ſent for Abiathar the chief Prieſt, and gave 


him to underſtand,that he was worthyto diegbut for- 
aſmuch as he had carried the Ark ofthe living God, 
and had done infinite ſervices for the. King his fa- 
ther, even from his youth, he gave him his lite, upon 
ſuch' condition, that be ſhould be deprived of his di- 
gnity of the high Prieſt, and ſhould retire himſelf to . 
his houſe. The Scripture ſaich, char this was to fulfill any» 
the wordof the Lord, which had been pronounced Pricft ce- 
againft the houſe of Z/y ; bur yer it follows not for P1'*4 of 


: : Þ, p his dignity 
having ſhewed bim a good countenance, and a free 60 all that, rhat this depriving was very juſt on Sols- by a very 


willingneſs to ſerve him , he opens the matter to 
her, and faith, That ſhe was not ignorant chat the 
Kingdom did appertain to him by the right of El- 
derſhip, but ſeeing that God had otherwiſe diſpo- 
ſed of it, that he did willingly acquieſce, and defired 
nothing of the King, but that it would pleaſe his 
Majefty, to give him Abi#ag in marriage, that raid 
which ſerved David his father in his old age. 

It is clear that this Prince was good, and of an ea- 


moy's (ide, being done without mature conſideration. V9" 
And although God ordains ſometimes temporal © * 
afflictions upon children for the puniſhment of the 
fathers , yet one cannot nevertheleſs infer from this, 

that thoſe which torment and perſecute them, with- 

out any other reaſon then their own ſatisfaRtion , 
ſhould not any wayes be faulty : for otherwiſe one... 
might avouch , that the death of our Lord ha- 

ving come to pals by the ordinance of God, P:- 


fie nature, that could content himſelf with fo fmal a70 late and Caiaphas that did co-operate unto this 


thing,and his requeſt was not uncivil, ſeeing ſhe was 
þut a ſervant, & never the wife of his father, which 


NY 


order without any knowledge thereof, ſhould be 
without offence. As for thoſe that think that che 
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Levites were accuſers in thoſe proceedings, it is a 
e0njeRure of their own invention : andif indeed ir 
were ſo,one might yet further reaſon, by what law 
could the Levites bring accuſation againſt their 
chief Prie&? This jealoutie of government is a mar- 
vellous beaſt, and thoſe that would excuſe it, find, 
tor the molt part, that there is no ftronger reaſons, 
then ſwords, and priſons, and banifhments. 

in the mean time the news comes to Foab,that he 
was in great danger for having followed the party 
of Adoxijab ; and as he ſaw himſelf on the ſudden 
forſaken and fallen from the great credit that he 
had in the A1ilitia he had recourſe to the Tabern:- 
cle, which was the common refage,and taking hold 
of the Altar, he asked mercy and his life. Benaiah 
the executour of rhe murther, goes to him by S/o« 
mon's order, and commands him to come forth, for 
which he excuſes himſelf, proteſting that he would 
rather die then forfake his refuge, which was rela- 


holy place, cauſed him to be maſſacred at the foot 
of the Altar , to mingle his blood with that of the 
S:crifices, Behold what he got from theCourrt,after 
fourty years ſervices; and one may affirm, that if it 
had bzen ſometimes a good mother to him, now it 
acted a cruel ſtep-mother at the laſt period of his life, 

There remained no more but Shimei to make up 
the laſt at of the Tragedy, and althovgh David had 
v1ven commandment tor his death, So/omon ſeemed 


The Monarchs, . SOLOMON. 


And hence we may gather, that Learning 1s an 
Inſtrument very neceſſary ſor the accompliſhment 
of great Princes, although that the ignorant may 
conceive otherwiſe. They ſay, that this makes them 
too lofty, curious, and felf.conceited, and that 
hence they take the boldneſs to reſt npon their own 
belief, anddrifie all their opinions ; a great Autho- 
rity being ſufficiently able to raiſe up a lictle ſuffici- 
ency. They bring the examples of Nero, and 7 - 


1 © tian the Apoltate, both which, having fo well fla. 


died, they governill,and came to an mmbappy end. 
But I ſhall avouch to them, that knowledge and 
judgment wi:hout piety isan unprofitable commo- 
dity, and ſometimes pernicious to Kings, Hence it is 
that they take occalion to move extravagant queſt;- 
ons,to undertake dangerous buſineſſes, to authorize 
their faults by apparanc reaſons, and to be pricked 
forward with a conceit which cauſes them to deſpiſe 
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all counſels. Nevertheles1t is an inſupportable abuſe +1. tears. 
The dearly ££d.0O King Solomes ,, who, without regard to the 20 to blame good things in thoſe, which eitherhave but ing of a 


the counterfeit thereof, or which make an evil uſe of 4 RS w 
” COUT, 


them, 1 eſteem not Nero nor 7 alia to have been 
very learned men , becauſe they had skill in Poerry 
and Rherorick , without ever well attaining che 
knowledge of their principal profeſſion: and it they 
baving learned good precepts among humane Wri- 
ters, have abuſed them, ſhall one ſay for thar, thar 
they are naught, and dangerous for a Prince ? 

By the ſame reaſon we might condemn the Sun, 


yet to make ſome ſcruple upon the promiſe of im- 39 becauſe that Phaeton burnt himſeifin thoſe hears : 


pugity that was made to him:and this was the cauſe 
that he appointed him the City of 7er»/alems for a 
priſon, with threatning, that if he ſhould go forth 
thence, and only go over the Brook of Cedron, he 
would put him todeath, The other chart expeted 
nothing but a bloody death, willingly received the 
condition , and kepc it three years, until the time 
that on a day baving received news of his ſervants 
that were fled to the Philiſtiens , it came into his 


and take away the water from amorgſt the Ele- 
ments, becauſe that Arifetle , as they ſay, was 


drowned therein. 


Laſtly, we might bring an accuſation againſt Na. 
ture in general , and ſo find nothing to be good of 
all that God made, becauſe it may be corrupted by 
the wickedneſs of men. But for two or three Prin- 
ces ſomewha: learned , which have uſed their ski1l 
evilly, how many ignorant ones ſhall we find which 


mind co follow them, without raking heed to that 40 have dore far more c:uel ard barbarous things then 


which was commanded him,which cauſed that at his 
return, he was murthered by the commandment of 
Solomon, by the hand of Benaiah. | 

Behold the beginning ofa Reign rempeſtuour, 1nd 
one muſt not think ro tind Saints ſo cafily ar the 
Courr, eſpecially in thoſe which have liberty to do 
what they pleaſe: many chings lip from them,which 
may betrec be juſtified by repentance, then by any 
other apology. That which follows in this biſtory of 


Solomon, 15 all peaceable and pleaiing, even unio his $0 


fall, which may give cauſeof affrightment. 

The third year of his Reign, hehad an admira- 
ble Dream,atter the manner of thoſe that are called 
Oracles. lt feemed to him tha: (God appeared to 
him, and ſpoke to him : at the which he was 1n an 
extalie, And ſeeing himſelf ſo neer ro him that could 
do all, he defired of him wich incredible ardency, 
the gilt of Wiſdom co govern his people ; the which 
pleaſed ſo much the Sovereign Majelty,that rot on» 
ly he gave him a very great underſtanding above 
all che men of the world , but turiher alſo added 
thereto, Riches and Glory in ſo high an eminerce, 
that none ſhould equal him. 

There are thoſe that diſpute here,thongh beyond 
their ſight, concerning the le:rning of $9709, and 
would prove that he compoſed Comedies & Satyrs. 
But although we cannot deny that he wasfilled with 
abundance of learning: yet we mult affirm, that his 
Political Science had the chiefeft place, and that all 


theſe: as, Diocleſian, Licinize, Maximian, Baja- 
zet, and Selim ? 

Nature hath placed all the Senſes, which are the 
principle: of our knowledge,in the Head, to giveus 
to underſtand thar all the lights ought to be in a 
Prince, which is the Head of his Realm. 7 he Soul is 
not more neceſſary tor the body, then Underſtand- 
ing for a King. HE is {as Philo re;orts):0 his people, 
thac which Godis to the creature, 

Andwhat do:h God, but only ſhed forth his 
clearnels throughout the whole world, viſible, and 
inviſible ? and whar ovght a Monarch to do, but to 
make Iimfelf rhe fountzin of good counſels that 
ſhould maintain his eltare ? 

What can a Prince do which ſees not but with 0. 
thers eics, which ſpeak: riot but by the mouti of an- 
other; wh ch hears not, bur with borrowed ears;bur 
only loſe his eltunation in the minds of bis Subjects, 
and yicld up his Authority as a prey unto -thoſe, 
that knowing his inſufficiency, take the boldneſs ro 
enterprize any thing withour puriſhmevt ? 

I confeſs there are thoſe, which baving notſtudicd, 
bave a very good underſtanding , which ihey have 
poliſhed by the experience of things in the world, 
and by converſing wich great pertlonapes : but how 
can we ſay that choſe areigrorant which know as 
much as the books,and might ſerve for examples ro 
philoſophers ? their modeſty doth yer make them 
affirm ard acknowledge, that if they had received a 


his knowledge of Natural things tended but to that 9g deeper tinQure of good learning, they ſhould have 


intenr, ſeeing that he ſpecified it in his Prayer , that 
the delire of Wiſdom that he profeſſed was only tor 


the government of his Kingdom, 


drawn theretrom the more grace and advantage. 
| wonld in no wiſe that a Prince ſhould be like to 


Q q 4 q tha: 
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Cendarſſe. T here is rethirg mn ore certoinin all this 


beent® ways Table-books inhis hand, and a pen , compo- then urcertainty , and it 1s very hard to give her a 
rare firg of Verſes, or mekirg Periods to run ſmooth, name without mekirg a lie tbereby, 

1 do not ſo much eſtecm ſuch petty ſhews of ſuper- And yet canone leſs krow ibat of her busband, 
fluous'know!edg,and ill ordered,in a great one, but nor whether ſhe were a maid or a wicow,or a Ngr- 
to ſce a man at the government of people , which ried woman. There is ſome appearance that if ſhe > quali. 
hath laid a deep foundation of true piety,knows the were within the bonds of marri: ge:ſhe was like un. 
ſecrets of Philoſophy , the beſt purified, is no ways to thoſe Dames that bare rule over their Husbands, 
ignorant of Divine and Humane Laws , issKilfulin and do all that pleaſe them in their own houſe. Her 
the Hiſtories of all Nations, with very diligent Ob. 1® hasband was very patient, if it be true which Pixeds 
ſervations and particular applications to his own go- faith, that ſhe layed a whole year at Feraſalemin 
vernment. A man that cat judge,ſpeak,and a&;that Paftimes , and to propound Riddles. But Clavdias panghts 
can expreſs bimſelf with clearneſs and majeſty of - that aſſures us, that the Sabeqvs are governed by Levita/qne 
words firting to his eſtate, this is it which makes him women , will make us rather belicve that ſhe was Sabzis un 
appear as a God amongſt men , which gives him au- free , and without ſubjeion. She came from the #77 
thorityamongſt his people, which makes him eſteem- country ofthe Sabeays, which make a part of Ara- women a. 
ed by his equals; feared by his inferiours; terrible ro bia,and are very rich in gold and pertumes. Thisis morgt the 
his enemies;and honoured by all the world. It is by - the reaſon that ſhe entred into feruſalews with a command 
theſe means that Anguſftns Ceſar,Trajan,Veſpaſian, great train , ard ſpared not the riches of her coun- oy 
Marcns Anrelius, Axtoninns, and ſo many others, 20 try for Solomon, She propounded many queſtions, ;;" 7" 
whereof Tiraquel teckons upeight and thirty very whereof the Scripture doth not touch one, which che Queen 
famous in his Book of Nobility , have attained to hath given occafion to many to inyent at their plea- *f S'*«. 
that heighth of reverence which hath made them fure;, & divers have ſet down ſo ridiculous enes, that 
honoured throughout all :ges. if the Queen of Sheba ſhould have come fo far to 

The jugd- 


A tor a proof of this, we ſee the great reputation 
me * * . 
Solomon on that Solomnn £0rt 1n judging of the two women, 


the con- which diſputed whoſe rhe httle infant ſhould be. 
temion of ; . : thacſh he tr 4 
terwo BOth Of them ſaid equally,thac ſhe was the true mo 

wemen, ther, the one ated it cunningly,the other proceeded 


have learned ſo little,there might be an appearance, 
that coming loadenwith ſo great riches, ſhe had for- 
got to put ina little Judgment amongſt them, 

That which Barcniss faith is fomewhat more cre- 
dible, that ſhe was of a country where ſhe might 


therein with truth, It was needful to know which 30 learn the Prophecy of Balaam touching the birth of 


ſpoke from the heart, and which trom the rongue 
only. There are connterteits ſo well ſtuft out ard 
neatly coloured, that many able men cannot know, 
nor are able ro diſtinguiſh the true from the falſe. 
Parmen» counterfeited fo perfeRly the cry of a 
young chicken , that one would have thought that 
nazure could not lrave ſet out any better compariſon 
of him. ©o many «ki!ful men, fo many gray heads 
vere at that tme inthe C ourt of Solomen,which loſt 


the Meſſias , and that urderſtanding atteywards the 
greatneſs of Solomen , ſhe had a deſire to know ft 
this were not he , whom that prediRion looked at. 
And it is very true that ſhe found the ſhadow of 
him in Solomen, but not the body , yet ſhe was ſo 
much amazed beholdirg only his figure, and view- 
ing the temple of God which was now built atter 
five and twenty years, in conſidering the Palace,the 
Officers, and the order of the whole houſe of Felc- 


themſelves in this counterfeit,vwithour being able ro 40 men , that ſhe thought ro leave her whole ſpirit be- 


difcover it + and when he commanded a ſword to be 
brovghr,and to divide the little infant,all the world 
was amazed : ſome thought his judgment was groſs, 
thatit was cruel and bloudy; but Selemrox had ftudi- 
cd in the boſome of nature the affe&ions of a true 
mother. When he under(!ood that the one approved 
of this command , and was urgent that the infant 
fhould be divided intwo , he drove her away as an 
impudent one ;, but when he ſaw that the other was 


hind her in Fcraſalem, bavirg nothing elſewhere a- 
ble ro content her, | | 
Thoſe which do judge of the inclinations of Solc- 
mex, do conceive , that all theſe great diſcourſes 
with a woman, could not paſs without ſtrains of 
love, and produced him a child by the Queen of 
Sheba named David, from whom Preſter Jobs is 
deſcended , but they ſhould have conlidered that 
Solomen was not yet fo inclined to women, ard it 


moved and wounded dreply at her heart, and that 5o was not likely that he ſhould begin with her , cau- 


ſhe cried with a pitiful voice, that they ſhould rather 
ive the infant all whole to thar wicked one,then to 
make two pieces of it, when he conſidered the at- 
trighrment on her face.and all the veins of her body 
frretline ar this Celign, he pronounced with the voice 
of an Qracle, that ſhe was the true mother, which 
was ayovched and acknowledged publickly, All the 
aliii\ants were fo taken with this expedient that 
thr King bad invented , that they extolled him to 
heaven, and promiſed rhemſclvesall, ſuch a diſcern- 
ing, and equity ſemblable, in their differences. 
Who doth nor ſee then that Underſtanding is the 
Fye of a Prince, and the light of his people ? This 
reputation of underſtanding , and lofty knowledge 
The Queen of Folomey, was ſpread abroad amongſt ſtrange Na- 
»: 212% tions, and drew the Queenof Fh:ba unto Jeruſalem. 
This is a ffory which hath afforded recreation to di- 
vers, that have exerciſed their pens thereupon, ard 
curi0:itt9, throvghovt the whole world, Every one 


ſing her to return as one forlorn , which came thi- 
ther with honeſt behaviour, and of whom the Go{- 
pel ſpeaks honourably. 

There are many thirgs in which the Scripture 
would not content our curioſity; thoſe which would 
learn more from thence thenirhath taughc them, 
are hike tothoſe Painters, which account themſelves 
very brave men, when they have theskill ro go be- 
yond nature, 

And ſo much forthat concerns the Wiſdome of 
Solomen , which cauſed a great part of his miracles, 5 779 
But one cannot ſufficiently commend the Zeal which jrg of the 
he bore, from the firſt year of his reign, to the buil- Tewele. 
ding of the houſe of God. Herein itis that he hath 
teſtified a ſingular Piety , and a-preat Wiſdome of 
a States-man , ſor to ſay the truth, and to ſpeak ac- 
cording unto the mind of Ariftetle,, it doth much 
import that a Prince be religious, for that he is 
thereby the more loved and feared by his people, 


would bagtize her ard give her a name, one cally 07 which do not ſo eafily offend him, whom they think 


her name Nicarla , another Witocrifſe , another 


Alſzſſeds and others will have her name to be + 
3 


co be under Gods proteRion, | 
Further ajlo , he was to content a Nation more 
religious 


by, 26 


Part 5, 


= 
y 


" The Monarchs. 


religions then any other, and greatly ceremonious, 
which he could not better do, then in cauſing them 
ro behold ſo beautifull a Temple, which ſhould be 
the maryel of the whole Univerſe. 

All men are naturally ſtirred up with a reſentment 
of a Diviaity, and they think that the means to te. 
ſtify their affeRtion and ſervice thereto, is to ere& 
"Temples, and offer Sacrifice unto ir. 

Emulation deth often mingle it ſelf with Relipion, 


SOLOMON. San 
He prayed to God aloud before all the people with 
a -wiſdom and zeal unparallel'd. He blefſed all his 
Subje&s with an incredible joy ; ſv» that the face of 
Looks that day ſeemed an anticipated Paradiſe, 
e buſied himſelf after in building for himſclf, he 
made hirnſelf a palace, wherein he ſpared nothing 
for gloriouſneſs, with the moſt ſumptuous Kings of 
the earth. When asthe Scripture relates this with a 
plainneſs of its fiyle, it ceaſeih not to fill our ſpirits 


and great ones do find their glory, in _ up that 10 with amazement : and if we bad notrecourſe to the 


of the Divinity. P/izy makes menrion of the Tem- 
ple of Diana at Epheſus, whoſe length was 425. 
foot, and the bredth 220. with 137. Pillars made 
by as many Kings , and ſaith, that all A/;a joyned 
together to build it, and ſpent thereupon the ſpace 
of two hundred and twenty years before it was tul- 
ly finiſhed. Wharſoever he faith of this Temple,we 
are obliged to belieye that it was not of value with 
this of Solomon's, which is recommended to us by bim 


ſovereign power of God, which doth all which plea- 
ſeth him ; we ſhould ſcarce be able to believe, whar 
the Kirgdom of 7«de4 baving begun but in Fasl, 
by ſo myſcrable beginnings that there was hardly 
tound any iron to make ſwords of and that at ſome- 
times there was but two to be found in a whole Ar. 
my, that it ſhould on a ſudden riſe to ſo great an 
increaſe, that ſilver was there as common as tones. 

This pives a large entry to all ſorts of delights 


to whom it was dedicated, The living God , which 20 and pleaſures of ſtately Princes of the earth, which 


had not then upon earth any houſe but this where 
he was acknowledged.Further alſo it is to be priſed, 
by reiſon of its founders, which were two great 
Princes : for, its greatneſs, (which is compared in 
the Scripture to a City, the number of offices was 
ſo great , Allies, Porches, Houſes and Diviſions) 
was very great there , and above all,the number of 
the attendants, which did amount ſometimes be- 
tween ſeven andeight hundred miniſters, Add here- 


Solomon ſoon cauſed to enter ygto his palace ; and 
which ruined him by a far order diſaſter, then e- 
ver the armies of the Philittims, Ammonites, and 
Moabites could have done,” And as 7avenal ſaid, 
Thar luxury had taken room,and had reſerved unto 
it ſelf the vengeance for all the evil uſage where- 
with the Romanghad handled ſo many Kings and 
People of the habitable world: So we may fay, 
That the Licentiouſneſs of Solo-mcy did revenge all 


unto the heighth, which was upon the top of two 4 fÞ< injuries of the Nations ſlirred up agai! the 
high mountains , the beauty, and the riches which * - people of the Jews. 


! ; F F The fall of 
was found there,you will avouch, that it was great- He which ſhould ſee a ſtar fall from heaven into $/men. 


er then it is reported. It is a prodigious thing which 
David faith of himſelf, in the firſt of the Chronicles, 
that he offer'd for this deſign out of his poverty, a 
hundred thouſand talents of gold, and a thouſand 
thouſand talents of ſilver, which make in all, accor- 
ding to the ſupputation of our Yikalpaxd,two thou- 
ſand one banked twenty and three millions of gold, 


the dirr,for to be trodden upon by the feet of men 
and beaſts, after it had ſhined amongſt the celeſtial 
Slobes., would he be more affrighted and amazed, 
then in confidering Selomen thrown down from the 


beautiful firmarnent of glory where the hand ofGod 


had placed him,into thoſe opprobrious paſſions, la- 
birynths of errours, and uncxflicable confuſions ? 


without comprehending therein that which the peo- 40 Solemen that was as high lifted up above other 


ple offered oy of their own; which amoutrite d to 
ſeventy one millions of gold, eight hundred and 
fourſcore thouſand crowns ; and the two ſums ta- 
ken together, raake one thouſand one hundred 
ninety four millions of gold, eight hundred four- 
ſcore thouſand crowns, and all this but to ſerve for 
that which ſhould be wrought in gold and ſilyer for 
the uſe of the Temple. 


?oſephus alſo in the eighth Book of his Antiqui- 


Kings, as Kings are above common men, this man of 
wonders and miracles, the well-beloved of God, 
which had wiſdom for his ſpouſe, virtue for his de- 
light, happineſs for his companion,and plory for the 
aſlitant of his throne , ro diſgrace, by a deteſtable 
old age,all the comelineſs of his life,ro deface all che 
rare inventions of his mind, to eclipſe all the weak 
lighrs of his underſtanding. 

O women, alwayes fatal to the ruine of great men! 


ties ſaith, That there was numbred there fourſcore g, Who will hereafter think it ftrange that you have 


thouſand cups, and as mariy-plates of gold, twenty 
thouſand cenſers of the ſame material, two hun- 
dred thouſand trumpets of {Hver, and forty thou- 
- ſand inſtruments of mulick, faſhioned of gold and 
' filver , 'garments of linnen and ſurpleſſes, to the 


changed the Gods of the heathens into bealts,ſeeing 
that you have tranſported $c/owoy into a monſter ? 
It is not almoſt 'imaginable into what-a gulf of de- 
{trucion Love plunged this miſerable Prince ; and 
thar Philoſopher Antiſthenes (aid rrue, that if there 
were ſuch a YVcnas as the Poets have made, he would 


Afﬀeer that the Houſe of God was eſtabliſhed, $5- 7o One doth ſeldome begin wickedneſſcs at the to P? Thebegin: 
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God, his converſations with him, were not ſo of- 
ten nor ſo pleafing, the pleaſures of the world in- 
vited him, che delights oi the Court charmed him, 
ations that are too free, ſoon become evil, and 
evil ones turn themſelyes into cuſtom, and cuſtom 
into an habit. This child of God ſaw the daughters 
of men, theſe ſtrange beauties which pricked him 
by their novelty : he became man, and made of 
them his goddeſſes. The Daughters of the Amo- 


The report of his Loves ard his Superſtitions ran 
throughout all Kirgdoms, ts aftory urheard of, 
which cauſed laughter enough to wicked ones, as 
tea:s to good people, and aſtoniſhment to the 
whole World, 

How art thou fallen from Heaven, O fair Star of 


Part 5, 


The g&iſt. 


the morning | Thou faithful fore-runner of the pation ot 


King of Lamps, which wert adorned with the pureſt 
and moſt innocent flames of the firmament : who 


rites, and of the Aſeabites, thoſe of Egypr, of $3- 10 hath made thee to become a coal ? And who could 


den, of Idxmea, and ſo many others, whereof God 
hal forbidden him any alliance, were the 1dols of 
his heart, after they pad been the plague and poy- 
ſon of his underſtanding. =ey 

He which had pronounced ſo many excellent pa- 
rables againſt love, * which had ſo many times ad- 
yertiſed youth, that the lips of an unchaſte wo- 
man diſtilled honey at the beginning, but at the end 
they gave a potion of wormwood , was taken by 


bury thy lights in a dung-hill ? 

This lamentable King loſt that great wiſdom 
that made bim y hers, over the whole world, 
and became ſtupid, leaving the care of all the af- 
fairs of bis Kingdom. All thoſe great riches 
were exhauſted , and caſt, as it were, into the 
gulf of Luxury, He began to over-charge his 
people, to maintain his infamous pleaſures, which 
made all their minds revolt againſt him, The 


the cies, enchained with infinite affe&tions. His 20 Prophets and Prieſts couldnor reliſh with him, þ 


love was pompo®, his luxury ſamptuous : he 
loyed as much for glory, as for concupiſcence : he 
would a& ihe King in his unchaſtneſs, as ſtately as 
in the furniture of his Temple. He had about ſe. 
ven hundred women, which were as his Queens ; 
and with that three hundred Concubines , which 


is according to the account ofthe Scripture , a ' 


thouſand Wives, which he had ſhut upin a Se> 
raglis, for the pleaſures of his cies and of his fleſh: 


reaſon of his changing Religion. All the under- 
Conn Nobility did abhor him, ſeeing him (6 
plunged in his filth, The Commons defired no- 
thing but to ſhake off the yoak that they could no 
longer bear. God 'raiſed him up Rebellions on 
every fide, which prepared themſelves to over- 
throw his Empire. But no man tookit ſo much 
to heart, an} fri an able and ſubtle man, 
whom he had advanced, and employed in gather. 


and of ſo many loves, there is but one Son to be 3 ing his Tributes for him. It was he to whom 


found, Rehoboaw , void of wiſdom and under- 
ſtanding. 

Whar could a Prince do amongſt ſo many de- 
lights, ſo many allurements, ſo many ebarms, and 
fo many bewitchings! A man is oft-times much 
hindred by the troubleſom brain of one woman 
only : what ſerious bufineſstben could he ſer him- 
ſelf to', that had them multiplied by hundreds ! 


yuh Ani» Theſe ſtrangers came each of them with all the in. 
ce. 


the Prophet Ahijah gave ten pieces of his Gar- 
ment, fore-telling him , that he ſhould reign o. 
ver ten-Tribes of 7/-ae/: and that was the cauſe 
that the King would have put him to death , but 
he fled into Egype , and returnedunder weak Re- 
hoboam the Succeſſour of Solowen : who , deſpi. 
ſing the counſels of the Antients , that exhorted 
him to give his peqple content, truſted to that of 
the young ones without brains, which perſwa- 


yentions ot their Nation, for to ſurprize him : 4q ded him to hold his own , and that the people 


there was one that wonld gain him to her, ano- 
ther that. would keep him; another that would 
draw him from one {:n to another, even unto the 
botrom of Hell. It is far morecaſie to become a 
fool with a woman, then 'to make her wiſe; 
he had endeavoured perhaps, to convert them to 


would not be brought under but by rigour, 
Which made him to be forſaken by ten Tribes ac 
once, which caſt themſelyes into the arms of Jo- 
roboam, who made a change of Religion and State 
in $4m4734, Without ever being able, either him. 
ſelf, or his ſacceſſours, to bring them unto obedi- 


his eſtate. 


\ bis Religion; but they perverted him, and drew 

He is pe--him to theirs, He-took their loyes, and after. 

erg ward their behaviour, and at laſt their Super. 
© Riition, ; : 

Every one of theſe women would bring her god 


ence again, See here how Kingdoms change their 
Maſters for the ſins of laſeiviouſnels, impiety, and 
oppreſſionsof the people, which are then greatly 
50 to be feared, when deſpair hath brought them to 
fear nothing. | | 
- into eſteem , and thought not her ſelfto have an One may ask, for a concluſion, what became Rs 
credit in her love, if the did not make her falſe of this wiſe So/omex? Whether he died in his gp act 
Deity to partake thereof: they made ſuch gods fin? or whetherhe repented ? Whether he were in the 
as had no honefter title then the fins of debauched ' ſaved, or damned ? This is a common place that 99*e 
women. * As ſoon as he had made an Idol for one, bath exerciſed many excellent pens which baye *. 
he muſt do the like for another : all there wentby handled this ſabjeR curiouſly and eloquently, 1 
the Emulation of their brains, weakin reaſon, and love not to do things done already : I ſhall ſay on- 
ardent in their paſſions, They reckon about ſix ly, that'we may alwaies take the moſt favourable 
*Temples built reund-about Fer»ſalem, to the gods gg Opinions , which can with any likelyhood defend * ' 
of ſix principal Nations. Bur it was not ſufficient themſelyes infayour of the wy of great perſons. 
to make theſe gods; they muſt be adored, and There are ſome number of the holy Fathers which 
chyogvy with Sacrifices and Inceriſe ,, to content ſpeak very openly thereof, andperſmade themſelves 
is Loves. Andhedid not all this in ſhews. only, that he repented. $, Ferom upon the Prophet Ezec- 
'nor difimulation, bur bis heart (asthe Scripture ke fairh , That although the founder of this great 
ſaith) was wholly turned aſide from the true God; Temple ſinned, yet he was convertedto- God b 
and fell ( as Saint Awguftixe ſaich) into the depth Aa true repentance ; and for proof hereof, he al- 
of che gulfof Idolatry. What might the admirers ledges the Book of the Proverbs, 1n the four and 
of his great Teas haye ſaid, or rather the true twentieth - Chapter , that ſaith, Noviſims ego 
Worſhippers of the great God ? Whar, diſcourſe, . egi penitentiam & refÞpexi, ut eligerem diſcipli- 
AP many Kings and Queens haye held , that” naw : that is, At the laſt I rtpented and 
had had in fo high eſteem the wiſdom of Solowon ?. locked back , that 1 might chooſe hy 
- Alt ous 
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Part'y. The Manarche, SOLOMON, 
Although theſe words are not found.in our Bible , 
as he alſodraws them from the Septuagint. And to 
uphold his opinion ,. be will have Se/om0y to have 
written the Book ofthe Proverbs after his fall, which 
is very hard to verihe. 


And elſewhere alſo, the ſame Authour upon the 


TS 6 63x 
numbering of Selewons horſes, after they have fo 
expreſly ſpoken, of- his fiq , have opt qdded his re- 
pentance ? This Cling was 00 much important for 

the glory of God , for the reputation of their. Ma- 

ſter, for the edification of their people, Tar the ex- 


ample of other Kings , to paſs it over inviltrce. 
firſt Chapter of Ecelefiaftes faith , That this Book Surely we might well cents them pete reat 


is the repentgnce of Solomon, according tothe He- malice, or of groſs ſtupidity, .a thing whichcannor 
brews. $. Ambroſe in the ſecond book of the Apo. happen to Prophets which write by theinſpiragnon 
logy of David, Chap. 3. puts Samſon, David, and 10 of God. n Ng 
Solemey , in the number of ſinners coriverted : Er- Further, who knows not, that repefitarce ought 
raverust tamen ut hymines, ſed peccata ſua, taxqnam to be followed by outward aRions , and conforma- 
1»ſts agnoverunt. Behold here that *which is moſt ble to the movings of the heart > Who will not a- 
formal , without colle&ting many ambiguous paſſa- vouch that it ought to be teſtified by arerouncing 
- oges.-S. Gregory the Great, in the ſecond book of of fins, and all things that bave drawn usto offend ? 
04 > bis Morals, Chap. 2. S. Profþer, S. Excherics, and Where is it then ſpoken that $o/ezox had diſmiſſed 
diB.caper7. amongſt the Modern, '7oſtat. Bellarmjne, and Aſal- one _—_ his thouſand women, which were thoſe 


Solomon dewat condemn him, Tertultian, Anguſtine , (yril netsof his deſtruQion ? Where is it written that he 
ang deſtroyed the Temples, and beat down the Images 


wie, formca- Of Alexandria, Gregory Nyſſen, Iſidore, Bernard , ca | 

ms anim? = Cy 1ſoftome, and Rupert, leave this queſtion doubt- 20 which he had erected at/the ſolicitations of his Mi- 
; x > fal and undecided. And to fay truly,this is all which firifſes? We know all the contrary, that theſe A- 
/»= deſe- can be ſaid. modeſtly and humanely , and alſo the bominations remained ſtanding until King w_ 


rence, 94* trueſt in' matter where there is nothing more cer- - who cauſed them to be overthrown. , That, which 
' tain the incertainty. cauſes the more fear ,-is;; that by ltivw much the 


For to' {ay that he hath compoſed the Book of 


Eccleſiaftes after that he was deprived of his King- 
dom, andofallthe Vanities, is a tory of the Rab- 
bins which are little to be believed, further alſo, 
this Book is properly a Dialogne of divers men that 
diſpute one againſt the other, ang bring forth 
and bad ſentences, althotigh the. Authour of the 
Book doth take the good part. - 'To ſay that which 
- Bonaventure ſaith , that not one of the ſacred Au- 
thours was damned , if it be true, the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe they lived well , and not becauſe they liaye 
written well, For the kingdome of God ( faith Saint 


more a man comes near the great underſtanding 
which they attribute to the devils., by ſo much alſo 
he rakes the greater part in their puniſhment, when 
he falls 'into any grievous fin, The great lights of 
theſe rare Spirits, turned themſelves'into the flames 


good 39 of their puniſhments , and their knowledge ſerves 


for nothing but to nouriſh the more the worm of 
Conſcience, 

Now as Solowen was advantaged by underſtand. 
ing and wiſdom above other men , and that he fell 
into the fin of Apoſtacy , and turning from God, 


there is great danger leſt God turned from him his 


Paul) doth wot conſiſt in words, To build uponthe Mercy, which is uſed more ordirarily towards 


x Par. 2. 9; Promiſes 'which- were made to David concerning thoſe that fin by ignorance, although culpable., 
Solomon, if there be ſome favourable, thereareallo . Add unto all this, that thoſe which in their old 
others that ſay, that ifhe leave God, he ſhall be caſt 4 age continue in the ſins of anthankfulnefs which 
away by God for ever. Toalledge that he was bu. they have contracted by long habits, are very hard 
ried incheSepulchre of his father, how many ofthe to cnre, becauſe that old men become more hard- 
damned have had a quiet death , and a ſtately byri- nedin evil, more deſpiſing all admonitions which 
al > To bring forth all the kindneſſes and favours of are made to them, by preſuming on the authori 
God- cowards him , are but ſo many reproaches of which they think is dne to their age. ' Further alſo, 
' his unthankfulneſs. their luxury is not only a fin of the fleſh, which 
The argumentavhich is drawn from the negative then lefs feels the violence of great temprations, 
which they efteem ordinarily very weak, is here roo but a ſpiritual fin, which proceeds from a ſpiritua! 
rong for his condemnation. For whence comesit and enraged concupiſcence , which makes them of- 
that Nathay bis Maſter and Partizas, who wrote 56 fend proteſſedly rather then by frailty. He that ſhall FATE 
the Books of the Kings , or cauſed them ts be con. well weigh this , ſhall find, that it is better to leave cuſion © 
timed by Aziah and Hadgo his'diſciples, whence to the ſecret mercy of God, that which one cannot tovching 
comes it, I ſay, that Aythours ſo aff=Gionkte to Fo- attain by reaſon, and to fear every thing in this life, ; raw 56 
lomon ,\{e zealous for the honour of their Nation, even to the gifts of heaven and ones own ſureneſs 
having undertaken to give us his tory , and baving . thereby. 
forgotten 'gothing of the leaſt things , even tothe 
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Rovidence is an excellent work-woman, Anaſtaſins at that time was Emperour;bappening 
which renews yetevery day in the world todie, Amaxtivs bis high Chamberlain, who was a 
that which God did in the terreſtrial Para= very rich,and a great monied man, had a very earn- 
diſe. He took clay to make man the moſt excellent. eſt deſire to make himſelf Emperour.But he was dis- 
piece of all the Creatures, and ſhe takes ſome men fayoured by nature, having not been born a perfe& 
of the carth to makethem Sovereigns and Demi» man; he thought therefore that he ſhould never be 
gods in the Univerſe. liked by the Militia,in ſo bigh a dignity, and would 
This Emperour that hath filled the world with his needs make it fall upon Theocritns who was his 
brave Deeds,and the Apes with his memory,was of creature, that he might reign in him, and b 
a very baſe extraction, which ſerved to him as a 10 him, with a full facisfation of his whole defires, 
cloud of glory, & cauſed a marvellous day to ſpring To this end he opened his treaſures, and reſolved 
out of the deep of his obſcurity. The beginning of to make great diſtributions of mony tothe ſoul- 
his Nobility came from his Uncle Z«ſtine, who ha» diers,committing the managery ofthe hor men to 
ving been born a Cow-herd, mounted by the ſtairs the Earl J»ſftin. who he knew was well affeRed by 
of Virtue and of Valour even to the Throne of the all the world, and very capable to favour his canya. 
Emperours of Ceuſtantineple. Nature bad furniſhed fing.But the men of war looking upon the hand that 
him with a good underflanding, with a body well gave the gold,and not wpon the coffer from whence 
made and robuſtuous , and God had inſpired into it came, nerthe deſign of him thatdid it, unexpeRed- 
bim from his moſt tender years a particular grace ly roclaimed?»ftin, Emperour;whereto, the Senate 
of Devotion, which rendered him good, officious, 20 and the People ſhewed. a ſtrong inclination, fora(- 
and charitable,towards all the world. As he was much as he was moſt Carholick, & that they feared, 
keeping the Cows, he ſaw paſſing by ſome men of leſt the Chamberlain and bis fayoritebeld yet ſome 


war, - who were going in an expedition againſt the ofthe leaven of Anaftaſins that was an Heretick, 


Infidels : he perſwaded himſelf chat he was very fit The Cow-herd being then ſet upon the Throne 
for that employment, andſtout enongh to give good of Conftantine, Amantins, that had merchandized 
ſtrokes to the enemies of God and his Religion, Ulp- the Empire, ſeeing himſelf ſo ſhamefully faln from 
on this thought, he ſold a Cow that was bis own, . hispretenſions, plotted a miſchievous conſpiracy a- 
buyes a ſvord, and the reſt of the ſmall equipage of gainſt the new Emperour, bur he ſucceeded in it ſo 
a Souldier ; bids adicu to his kindfed, gocs and liſts ill, that bis deſign being diſcovered, he 1oRt his life 
himſelf, and ſuddenly (of a Peaſant becomes a man zo together with his complices, after he had loſt his ho- 
ofwar, Yet Procepius makes him ſo poor, that he nour andhis mony. 7=ſti».that was endowed with a 
a him nothing but alittle bread in a ſcrip when great goodneſs, did not grow proud and ſcornfull 
e entred into Conſtantinople} He paſſed through all when he was arrived to the rop of bonours, but ha- 
the proofs of a long and laborious warfare,in which ving married a woman very mean in her firſt condi- 
he behaved bimſelt with an exaR diſcipline, a great tion,he cauſed her ſuddenly to be crownedEmpreſs, 
dexterity ,a courageinvincible,and above all,with a changing her ſalvage name of Zupicia into F xphe- 
diſcretion that made him lovely, and gained the wica. He conſecrated the beginning of his reign b 
hearts of all the world. He came to the office ofan the return of the Biſhops, and of all the Bnek 
Enſign;of a Lievtenant,ofa Captain of theGuard,of men which he caus'd to becall'd back from the 
a Colonel,ofa General, and in the end was put a- 40 exile to which the Heretick Fmperour had con- 
mongft theConnts of theCourt that were the great- * demn'd them. He caus'd R _ to' flouriſh as 
eſt Lords of the Imperial houſe. gain on all ſides, and cxpreſs'd a moſt ardent zeal 
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Part 5, The Monarchs, JUSTINIAN. 
to render jaſtice to his people, without ſparing him- 
ſz|{in the toyls of war, though he was already very 
aged, He enjoyed the Empire eight or nineFyears, 
and Dong man extremely. humble , he loyed his 

kindred though of. baſe. condition, and ſeeing 
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a ſhame.to nature, which he chaſtiſed with moR ri- 
. ſeg preg Hedeteſted and puriſhed by 

is laws; all choſe that laid ſnares to the modeſty of 


Virgins and of Women, to corrupt them. 


he __ his manner- of-life- was: extreme auſtere, and 
had no gone + of- hisown,, he.choſe hisſiſtersfon HProcypinnbimielf, theimot cruet ofhis'revilers, ac- 
to make himais Succeſlour, and gaye him-eyen the 


Crown. ,” before he quitted, the Sceptre and; the 
world, after a reign of nine years.  - / | 


Behold the original of our {pinion of whem 1 


Hiſtonies ſpeak very diverſly , ſceing that the admi- 
rers of his ations give him high commendations,and 
the enviers of his great fortane (who might-perhaps 
haye experimented the effeRs of his ſeverity) have 
ſcattered, imputations. on bim in-their.geviling Hi- 
tories; that baye paſſed even 40 this age, [But the 
moſt underſtanding men baving well examined eve- 
ry.hing, purhig in the rank ot the moſtilluſtrious 
Monarchs of all Ghriſtendome. _—T 
' $And. indeed. ,-it is a, wonder 
from the lite and condition of a Shepherds, took 
ſo high aAight in the Temple of glory , that having 
taken.yn hand all che great deſigns that may fallinto 
the.ſpirit of a Monarch , he proſpered inall with a 
lous* ſucceſs. ' He maintained his dignity a- 
Sainlt the- molt horrible conſpiracies that ever ſet 
upon'an Empire inthe revolution of ſo many king- 
doms.,. . He made wars in Afia, in_Ewxrope ; andin 
Africa”, which heended by moſt eminent viRories. 
He recovered Africa out of the hands of the Yax- 
dals, he powerfully plucked the Capital City of the 
World outof the tyranny of the Gothes, he publiſh. 
ed eternal Books , he creed buildings that remain 
yer, after they have paſled more then ten ages. He 
encountred the greatelt Captains, and the-moſt a. 
ble States-men that have been ever inthe world, in 
the perſon of Beliſarins and Trebonian. And al. 
though that when he took the government of the 
Empire, he was five and fourty years of age, yet he 


knowledges , that he was moſtſober and that he 
would cauſe. the-thble'co-be; takenrawaywhen he 
had ſcarce rouched the vicuals, ſecking riothing ex- 


oquiſite therein , bat: denying oftencimes:to nature 


even her neceffities.!.*Hobath ſeen him, he faics, faſt 
the Lents with fachan auſterity, that the deyoureſt 
$a type 72a could notreachit, for he would be 
eight and.ſourty houry without cating or drinking, 
and at the end of that hedrarik nothing but water, 
contenting himſelf with alittle bread anda fallade . 
yet he was endowed with a body fo well compoſed, 
and ſo happily rempered , tharafter his {ong abſti- 
nencies, he appeared yet ruddy ;- from whence ic 


how a ſpirit extra- 20 came;, that that Calumniatour inſtead of acknow- 


ledging the ey 2 God-givesin this extraor- 
gdivarily.to-fome of his ſervants, fawd, that he was a 
Devil = not y_ $4.2) 
Furtheryet,heiſlept very little;dand the fame man 
adds, that often an boars cepoke ſafficed-bim , : and 
that he bewailed cthe-time that he allowed his body. 
He made long prayers night and day, and emploicd 
the reſt 6f his time in his affairs\, without admittin 
any ether recreation, Thoſe that have publiſhed that 


2 © he could' neither write nor reade, have abuſed the 


beliet of men, taking the name of 7»ſtinian for that 
of. his Uncle Z«ftine , for the Hiſtorian his perſecn.. 
tour confeſſes, that he wrote his Breviats and all his 
diſpatches , without troubling his Secretaries. He 
was of a moſt eafte acceſs to all the world, and was 
not offended at the importunities, no nor at the jn- 
civilitics, that thoſe that were ignorant of the faſhr. 
ons of the Court committed in his preſence, He 
heard willingly the differences of his people, and he 


reigned thirty nine years, God crowning all his 40 himſelf pronounced the ſentence to determine them: 


good ations with a long continuance , which ſerves 
infinitely for the accompliſhment of all great de- 
{ignes, 

I will tell you in few words his Nature and his 
Manners , betore I come to his deeds of valour , ac- 
cording to the moſt true relation that I bave been 


able toextrat out of Hiſtories , without paſſion, 
' and not according to the Idea's of Precopirs , who 


hath horribly disi1gured him, by a maniteſt hatred, 
19 his railing Hiſtory, | 

This Prince was a man that feared God, and firm 
in the faith of Chriſtianity , and although he was at 
cercain times ſurprized wich ſome errours by the ar. 
tifices of his wife the Empreſs : yet the Learned men 
of the Weſt, and Paſtours of the Fatt, thar have fo 
highly praiſed him, aiter his death cettifie fufficiently 
that his ſpirit was purged of all the wicked behets 
that his DoRours had endeavoured to infuſe into his 
ſoul, and which he had approved by an exceſs of a 


his patience was extreme , he never was moved in 
handling any bufineſſes, and decreed even the moſt 
rigorous puniſhments with a cold viſage, and a tone 
ot a moderated yoice. 

He was a true obſerver of order,who man: ged in 
his cloſer with incomparable juſtice, what ere thonld 
be produced in the whole univerſe. When he unde;- 
ook any bulinels of importance, he faſted and pray- 
ed extraordinarily , and cauſed it to be recommen- 


56 ded to the devotions of the good ſervants of God, 


when he had a good ifſue of it, his thankſgivings 
were ſcen in all places onall occaſions. He neglected 
nothins, and when men thought tir overwhelmed 
with the gceareft buſineſſes of war, they were alto- 
ſhed that amidft them he took his time for ſome 
petiy O:dinance of Policy. 

RHeloved Learning, efpecially Divinity and Law, 
This was it that made him conceive a magnificent 
deſign to leave monuments of it to poſterity , that 


ro0 credvlous zeal. Herericks and Libertines were 60 ſhould laſt longer then the Temples and the Pyra- 


the obje& of his batred and his choler , bur good 
Church-men cauſed in his ſoul a certain veneration, 
and he ſtudied by. all ways to ati and prote& the 
Churches and the Hoſpitals : his Liberalities were 
extended every where in works of piety by great 
buildings, and magnificent alms, | 

He was moſt chaſt, contenting bimſelf all his life 


with her that God hgd given him for a companion : 


and his moſt violent enemics have not been able ro 


mids of Egypt. And for this purpoſe , being a man 
very judicious, he made choice of the moſt able men 
in the whole Empire, to colleR all the Laws, of the 
Emperours his Predeceſſours, which he augmented 
and enriched with his own , fo that this Book was 
called 7»ſtiniay's Code. Afﬀterward , he gave a 
charge to T-reboxian, who was accompliſhed 1n that 
profeſſion , to compile all the Refolves of the anti- 
ent Lawyers , which he did with a moſt exaQt dili- 


rell us one only womans name that hath poſſeſſed ;q gence, & at length compoſed thoſe famous PandeRs 


his heart to the prejudice of his Bed. He could not 
endure wantonne(s, and eſpecially that, that brings 


or digeſts divided into'hftyBooks, He cauſed alſo 
the Inſtitutions which contain the Principles of Tay 
an 
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and are aSit were the elements of that excellent do- 
Erine, tobe added to them, And for what concerns 
Divinity, he publiſhed a certain work of the Incar- 
ration, and&abundance of Ordinances for the go- 
vernment of Eccleſiaſticall perſons, wherein Baroxi- 
as finds fault, that he entred ſometimes a little too 
far into the. SanRuary. 


He was not muchadyanc'd in the years of bis reign, - 


when an horrible conſpiracy was raiſed againſt him, 


Theſe-words at length inflamed the ſcdition which 
began by a ſmal handfull of Vntineers, which a Pro- 
volt df the City endeavoured to ſuppreſs, and a 
prehended three that were the ring-leaders of the 
Rebellion, but che people ran ſuddenly in an huddle 
and plucked them our of his hands by violence. The 
Alarm was given to the Palace, and the Emperour 
diſpatch'd inſtantly ſome ſonldiers to quell the Mu- 
tineers, but they were beaten back, for the number of 


which was on the point rq ruine all his affairs ; and 1 the ſeditious grewgreater every moment, as aball of 


alchoughlhave already touch'd it in my firſt yolume 
in the Hiſtory of Ea/ogins, yet 1 will decipher here 
more particularly the reaſonsand the remedies of it. 

Many have attributed the toral cauſe of it to the 
new Snbſidies,that the Emperour impoſed upon the 
people to maintain the war that he had already en- 
terpriſed; but there was yet more poiſon,and which 
ſprang from an higher ſource, which was, that the 
houſe of the Emperour AnaſtaS»s (which had pre- 


ſnow that rouls from the rop of a Mountain. Bebold 
in a little time the whole City in arms, with a rage 
ſo violent, and a fight ſo hideous, that it ſeemed that 
Hell had opened it ſelf that day to vomit out all its 
Furies upon the earth. The men ran to fire and 
ſword,the women with their hair abour their ears, 
and howling like ſo many Aegera's, made them. 
ſelves arms of what ere they met with, There was 
not any, evento the children that did not ſeem to 


ceded 7»ſtine the Unkle of our 7»ſtiniav, and which 20 be little devils flying athwart the flames.The Regi- 


cheriſhed alwayes the moſt violent paſſion to con. 
tinue themſelyes in that Empire) was not quite ex- 
tin, but had two principal Chieftains, Pewpey and 
Hypatixs who thought they had heads well enough 
made to wear a Diadem, Theſe men when they ſaw 
that the affairs of State were diſpoſed to a commo- 
tion, and that the Malignant Yapours were gather- 
ed together on all ſides ro make up clonds,did as the 
Sorcerers do, who mix the work of the Devil to aſ- 


ments of the Rerules, (which the King a little be- 
fore had converted ro Chriſtianity) were at that 
time quartered in the City of Conſtantinople who 
failed not, according to the orders of the Emperour, 
to oppoſe themlelves againſt the fury of the people. 
Theſe having been barbarons ſouldiers, without all 
compaſſion made at firk a | png maſſacre, The in- 
cenſed Citizens fall upon them on all parts to beat 
them out , their courts of Guard are burned by the 


fiſt the effeRs.of nature, They knew that the Erape- 30 hands of the ſeditious, and their companies much 


rour began to be ill. beloved, both for the impoſts, 
and for the rigid and inflexible ſeverity that he uſed 


- inthe government of his Empire; which ſeemed in- 


ſuppotable to the ſpirits of ſo manyLibertines,who 
would live according to their own diſcretion in the 
permiſſion of all crimes, They fail'd not to lay hold 
on this opportunity, and under-hand to ſowe in the 
ſpirirs of men the ſeeds of Diviſion. There was then 
in Ceoxſtantinople two popular factions of men be- 


worſted, ſome were run through with Partiſans, 0- 
thers knock'd on the head witbLeavers:the affright- 
ed women from the tops of the houſes, make them- 
ſelves partics in the quarrel,and ccaſe not to throw 
down boyling water, and ſtones upon them. Theſe 
wild-Boars thus chaffed, ſeeing the bloud of their 
companions run in rivers through the ſtreets, rally 
all their forces,and take Torches to fire the Church 
es and houſes, which they performed with ſo much 


longing to theTheatre which were called theGreen 40 violence, that one might ſee in an inſtant the whole 


and the Blew, by reaſon of the Liveries by which 
they were diſtinguiſhed. State-Policy ſuffer'd them, 
and choſe rather to foment the one againſt the 0. 
ther,then to extinguiſh them.But the conſpiratours 
for that time ugited them by artifices and by mony 
to bandy them againft 7«ſtinian. The Chieftains 
ceas'd not to ſcatter venomous ſpeeches aniongſt 
the people,and to ſay, 

What? are we then made to ſuffer eternally the 


City in flames. The Temples were burned with the 
moſt ſumptuous ſtruures, the pictures,the ſtatues, 
and the moſt beautifull works of the Antient Ma- 
Kers crackled in the fiery coals, which none extingui- 
ſhed but by humane bloud. The moſt religious of the 
Clergy being come forth to appeaſe the rumwult, in 
ſhewing them the books of the Goſpels, the images 
of the Saints, and the Shrines of their reliques, al. 
though they marched at that time in a Proceſſion, 


Empire of theſe Cow-keepers ? the Unkleis dead, 5o were trod under foor, and in part murdered by the 


and the Nephew bath ſucceeded him, which is a 
Crow hatch'd of an evil Egg. Was it not enough 
that he learned in governing beaſts, to handle us as 
a Sheepherd, but he muſt become a Butcher, and be 
pleas'd with nothing, but with the fleaing ard the 
maſſacring of his people What have we any more 
to hope for under him,fince he hath putusin a con- 
dicion of fearing every thing?Do we expe that the 
Empreſs, which is the worlt of Furies, ſhould give 


Herules.This redoubted the fry of the people,who 
had yet ſorze good ſenſe of theirReligion,and could 
not endure the contempt of ſacred arp. af Lon Maſ- 
ſacres began afreſh on both ſides, and che images of 
death fly up and down on all parts. 

The Emperour was for that time ſhnt up within 
his Palace” with his wife the Empreſs, accompanied 
with Joliſarian, who was newly returned from A4- 
frica,with Narſes,and with Aſ»»dw,and the Regi- 


him connſels of mildneſs for us; or that Beliſari- 60 ments of his Guards, His heart bled within him to 


#s v;hich is the fatal inſtrument ot his cruelty ſhould 
deliver us out of hishands ? All our ſafety is inour 
ſelves, all our good is in our. reſiſtance, Shall we 
doubt to obey neceflity which conſtrains us and the 
Jaſtice of our cauſe which is our guide ? We ought 
to ſet upon this goodly Emperour while his ſtare is 
yet'tottering and il[-ſertled, withour ſtaying cill he 
fortifie himſelf to our ruine. We have amongſt us 
the bloud of the true Ceſars,Pompey and Hypatine, 


the ProteRours of the people, and the moſt accom- ,, 


pliſh'd of all Princes, ic is thoſe that we ought to re. 
yerence, and that we ought to carry upon our 
ſhoulders to the Empire. 


ſee thoſe horrours;and he was ſo courageous, as to 
be willing to go-forth and preſent himſelf ro make 
anOration to his people, and to pacifie the ſedition, 
Bur the Empreſs throwing her ſelf at his feer laid 
hold on him, and conjured him by all that he had 
moſt dear,not to commit himſelf to an evident But- 
chery, which cauſed him to be contented to found 
the Ford, and to ſend Meſſengers to the people to 
promiſe them all ſatisfaQion, if they would aſſem- 
ble themſelves peaccably im the Theatre to hear 
their Prince. The faRtious began to cry, that ir 
was a ſnare to intrap them, and that they had no 

reaſon 
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reaſon to hearken to-a Tyrant that had: ſold their 
sKins to the Barbarians, that there was , no more 
ſafety now remaining for them but in def perateneſs. 
Thereupon they take Hypativs, & baving lifted him 
upon a great Buckler carry him a croſs the multitu- 
de,place him upon aThrone in the midſt of the grear 
Market-place,and proclaim him Emperour. He was 
aSit were alcogether aſtoniſh'd berween hope and 
fear, when he ſpake theſe words with a feeble 
voyce, 

Friends, I am your work,l come to live and dy 
with you.I know well what ye have made me be, but 
I know not what I ſhall be,if you bring not as much 
force to preſerve me, as ye have teſtified affetion ro 
ele& me:In a word, the life of 7«finiay is incomp- 
tible with mine,and your arms muft decide this day 
w** of the two you will keep, either the Prince thar 
ye have choſen; or the Tyrant that ye have ſworn to 
deſtroy. The Aſſembly anſwered confuſedly with 
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hand on Thorns, then on the Pearls of a Diadem, 
He fights now no more for honour, bur for his life, 
he ſceks out holes to hide himſelf, but thoſe that 
knew that their ſecurity conſiſted in nothing, but in 
_ him , ſeize upon his perſon, and deliver 


'bim into the hands of the Emperour, who cauſed 


ſuddenly the law to proceed againſt him, togerber 
with Pompey and other great Lords that were their 
Complices, who were all put to death, After which 


'10 the Emperour endeavoured with all his might to 


Rally his people, and to declare to them the pergici- 
ous <ffects of tedition, which were but too victble.T he 
City being all waſted by the fire, and fourty thon- 
_ men (as Zonaras tells us) dead upon the 
place, 

Behold one of the moſt hideous Hiſtories that I 
find in all. Antiquity, and which eught co teach 
people, to adhere firmly ro their Sovereign ; 
and never tolend an earto wicked counſels that 


great clamours, Let Hypative live, Let 7uftinian dy; 20 cauſe fo lamentable Tragedies. It admoniſhes alſo 


and the touteſt men amongſt them take a reſolution 

ro aſſail him in his Palace. Bur this Prince after he 

had call'd upon the name of God, the ProteRour of 
Kings,took this perillous buſineſs into deliberation, 
Narſes was of opinion,that it was beſt to fortifie the 
Royal Palace,ro damm upthe entrances, to prepare 
themſelves for aſſaults within,and not to trult them- 
ſelves without. That all rebellions were ſtrong and 
invincible in their firſt heat, and that time onght to 


great men to enterprize nothing againſt ftheir law. 
tul Pridces, and to place their Principal Honour in 
Obedience, 


This Monarch ſeeing himfelf ſettled in his King- 


* dom by fo ſenſible a proteRtion, gave all the thanks 


of it to God, and bent the vigour of his cares to the 
advancement of his glory. An hundred years had 
already paſſed , ſince the Vandals, a barbarous 
people, and Heretick Arians had poſſeſſed them- 


be given to ſome to think upon their faulr, and to 0. 40 ſelves of Africa, after they had torn it from the 


thers to declare their good affetion. 

Beliſarins liked not this opinion, and deſired no- 
thing bur to march and to fall upon the Rebels, The 
Empreſs Theodora who held the upper end in all the 
counſels of J»ſtiniay, intermeddled very far in this 
buſineſs as Hiſtorians obſerve,and ſpake with a loud 
voice. 

What ſcek ſecurity in diſhonour ? Endure a lege 
of our ſabjeRs and of the dreggs of the people with- 


Roman Empire, Three Kings were already dead, 
and the fourth that then reigned was a Tyrant na- 
med Gilimer, revolred from the true King Hilde- 
ric his Lord and Kinſman, whom he left in a cloſe 
a after he had put himſelffinto poſſeſiion of 

is Sceptre. 7Jaxftiniau that was a friend and Pro- 
retour of him that had been Depoſed, Demands 
an account of that ation, and reſolved to re-eſta- 
bliſh the crue King in hisrighe; becanſe that, be. 


out taking other arms then thoſe of walls ? Iris a go ſides that juſtice would have it ſo,he was much more 


counſel that will give boldneſs to Hypatixs, and fear 
to all thoſe that areyet for us.1 aſſure my ſelf, that 
the Tyrant wholly trembling in this novelty , and 
that there is not a more ſovereign remedy then- ro 
prevent him.Let us rather dy then leave a blot upon 
our reputation. The name of Emperour and of Em- 
preſs ſound well in an epitaph,and ought never to be 
quitted, but with life. 

She animated the whole company by her diſcour. 


favourable to the Catholicks. The other anſwered 
that he had diſpoſſeſſed a Sir-till, and a Traitour to 
the Religion of the Arians; and that the Greck 
ought to look ro his own buſineſs without inter. 
medling with the Kingdorys of agother. 

This Arrogance netled more the Emperour,who 
now ſaw himſelf perſwaded by all reaſons to enter- 
priſe a War againſt an Herer:ck for Religion, a- 
gainſt a Tyrant for Juſtice , againſt an Adyerſa- 


ſes: The Emperour himſelf had a mind to go our g , ry for his Goods. He ordered all this buſineſs with a 


amongſt them, but it was concluded that he ſhould 
ſuffer Beliſarins to advance with the moſt reſolute 
Regiments .which he did very courageouſly,and re- 
moved himſe|finto the place where was the hot- 
reſt of the combat, The Herules, thathad puiſſantly 
ſaſtainedthe firſt furies of the enemies, took new for- 
ces and joyned themſelves to the Emperour'sCourt 
of Guard, They began altogether to charge the Re. 
bels with ſuch an Imperuouſueſs, that they ſeemed 
Lions and not Men. The FaQion was no longer e- 
qual,the heart of the Revolted failed them, & they 
let themſelves be killed as Sheep; whilſt the fury of 
the Souldiers fleſhed in bloud, ſlackened nothing of 
its yehemence. 

?aftinian touched with pity, commanded that 
they ſhould ſpare the reſt ; and to perſwade them 
more efficacioully. to their good and fafety, endea- 
youred to gain the faRion of the Blew-coars,and to 


divide it from the Green by force of Courtefie and 


of Money. 


This being done, Hypatius found himſelf much a- 
ſtoniſhed,and wiſhed then,thar he had rather put his 


marvellons prudence , for he ſowed firſt diviſion in 
Gilimer's Kingdom , interefling as much as poſſi- 


ble, every man to his party ; the Cathelicks tor his 


protection , the Kinſmen of Hilderis for Revenge; 
the Zealous men for Piety; the Underſtanding for 
Reaſon, the Souldiers for the Booty , and all the 
world for the ſweetneſs of the tranquillity under his 
Government. 

He choſe B-liſarizs General , to whom he gave 
an Army more Valiant then numerous, of Soul. 
diers well tried , and charged him to uſe the Afrs- 
cans as his own people, and as hischildren. One can- 
not believe the effect that this moderation wrought 
The people began to look upon the. Armies of that 
brave Captain, not as upon thoſe of an enemy, bur 
rather ofa Liberatour.T ripo{s rendredit ſelf quick- 
ly to him, and the Iſle of Sardinia revolted againſt 
the Tyrant. He diſmantled all the firong Holds 
that might defend him from the Enzmy, as it he had 


7© been afſured to live in perpetual peace ; which cau- 


ſed that Beliſarizs in a ſhort time marched evento 
the gates of Carthage. The Ufurper as fearful in 
Rerre War 
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War , as he was bold in wickedneſs, was a(toni- 
ſhed and ſurpriſed, having not had ſo much leiſure 
as to fortifie the place of his abode. He ſuddenly di- 
ſpatches his brother Amaras to cut off all the Ave. 
nues from the Greeks , but he was encountred by 
obs the Armenian wholed the Van- guard of the 
Imperialifts, and who hotly gave him battel , in 
4 the Africa» loſt the Victory and his 
life. 


COURT. | 
now knew not what it was to Fat; 4 Sporge, to 
wipe off the tears that he continually powred our 
upon the Tombs of his brothers and the Funerals 
ot the Conntrey; a Lute, to give ſome truce ro 
his anguiſh by its Muſick, This diſaſtrous man , 
which had never well played the King'; would now 
play the philoſopher at- the end of his days, and 
expreſs a contempt of all things, Pharas eaſily 
granted him whar he demanded , and having ta- 


The Tyrant,whether out of rage or out of fear, 10 ken him , conducted him ro Beli/arins who was 


cauſed Hilderic bis Maſter, which he kept in priſon, 
to be murther*d, and went out with his beſt Troops 
to meet Beliſarixs, all dipp'd as. be yet was in inno- 
cent blood, and troubled with the image of his 
crimes. He met with the Grecian General a little 
ſcattered from the reſt of bis Army, and might have 
defeated him, if art and a&tiveneſs, or rather hap- 
pineſs had accompanied his deſigns. But while he 
ranges bis il|-trained ſouldiers, Beliſarins ſurpriſes 


retired to Carthage. 

This General contemplated the _ Principal 
obje&t of his Conqueſt with delight, and had a 
great curiolity to entertain him, but he did 
nothing but laugh with a forced and unpleaſing 
laughter. All his treaſures fell into the hands of the 
Conquerour, who ſuddenly carryed him to Cox- 
ſtantinople. 

A Triumph after the manner of the Ancients was 


him, kills his beſt troops,and conſtrains him to pur 20 ordained in honour of Beliſarius, who entred in 


himſelf in flight. He ſeeing-his army much leſſened, 
ſends for his Brother Z aro who led ſome troops 
near the coaſts of $ardizia,to come and joyn with 
him, which he did readily ; but in the mean time , 
any jy following the paths that good fortune 
trod out for him, enters Carthage, which cries for 
quarter to him without reſiftance. The two brothers 
rallyed together,made as though they would retake 
it; but ſeeing themſelves vigorouſly repulſed by the 
Imperialiſts, th 
an Aſſault. This cauſed all the people to deſpair 
of their party ; ſeeing they themſelves had forſa- 
ken the far of Empire. They withdrew themſelves 
to a place called Tricamer»m about eight Leagues 
from Carthage, whether Be/iſarius after he had ta- 
ken order for the ſecurity of the conquered C oun. 
trey, ſcon followed them , and commanded 7oby 
the Armenian to paſs the River, for whoſe advan- 
tage they wereencamped there;and to charge them, 


great pomp into the City withall the ſouldiery,cau- 
{ng the proud ſpoiles of Africa to be borne before 
him, and dragging after him the p:iſoners.among 
w<Þ was Giliwer in chains, who was brought before 
the Emperour and the Empreſs ſeated upon their 
Thrones. on an high Theatre with an unparalel'd 
magnificence, 

Gilimey , as ſoon as he ſaw a far off this pompous 
ſplendour , cried our, Vanity of Vanities, and 


more thought ot a Retreat then 39 every thing is Vanity : afterward began again his 


laughings , which he did, in my opinion, that he 
might paſs for a Fool , and ſo have his life, He did 
obeyſance to 7»ſtinian with moſt humble ſabmiſſi- 
ons, who uſed him with much elemency,giving him 
a Placein the Lands of the Empire , to finiſh there 
the reſt of his days. 

The Booty was divided with much equity; and 
the rich Veſſels of the Temple of Jeruſalem that the 
Vaneals had heretofore tound, and pillaged in 


He obeyed and executed very courageouſly his go Rowe , were ſent back again to the Place from 


General's commands , But Z aren,Gilimer*s brother 
ſuſtains his onſet, and twice beat him back, till ſuch 
time as Beliſarius re-enforced his Van-guard with 
new Troops, who defeated the enemy, and killed 
the chief Commander in the Combat. His head was 
cut off ,and ſhewed the Africans , who fell into a 
great deſpair of their affairs. Ab, my brother, ſayes 
Gilimer, the moſt valiant man on carth, could I rot 
be miſerable without loſing you, and without ſa- 
crificing you to my fortune? Ic 15 now that I per- 


whence they had becn tranfported by Titzs Ve- 
$þaſian, 

This war was finiſhed inthree months with an 
' Army of {ix thouſand men; fo cafic itis to row 
when God conduts the veſlel. 

But that @f the Weſt was very long in its conti- 
nuance, Obſtinate in its Reſiſtance , Malignant in 
its Deſignes , and Lamentable in its effety. Theo- 


_ aoric King of the Goths (as I have faid inthe life 


of Boetivs ) had made himſelf Maſter of Rome, and 


ceive the diſaſter of my Nation ; It is now that the ?® ofall /taly, where he reigned with great authority, 


bloud .of Hilderic rebounds againſt me. Inthe 


. mean time Bel/arins, who lead up the batralio,paſ(- 


ſed alſo the River which was foidable, and aſſaults 
Gilimer who made but a ſmal reſiſtance, but taking 
w.th him his domeſticks ſaved himſelf by abando. 
ning bis Camp, where nothing was heard but the 
cxjes and ſighs of the Captives that lamented their 
Misfortune, The unhappy King ſaved himſelf in 
Rocks ſituated upon high mountains, where there 
was a Fortreſs almoſt inacceilible, but untarniſhed 
of Victuals and Munition, whither Pharas had ors 
der to follow him, in the place of Fohn the Armeni- 
an who was unhappily killed by accident by a Cap- 
rain that ſhot at a Bird. Gilimer that now thought 
that there was no greater enemy in the world - 
Hunger, was quickly weary of the place to which 
he was retired , and ſeeing himſelf follicited every 
day by his frienss to render up himſelf, he ſends to 
Fharas to demand three things tor the capitulation 
of the Treaty , which were, ſome Bread, a 
Sponge , and aLute; fome Bread, becauſe he 


He left for ſucceſſour Athayaric, fon ofhis daugh- 
ter Amalazanta (at that time but nine years old) 
under the ProteRtion of his mother. She was the 
moſt accompliſhed. Princeſs of her age, and moſt 
worthy to govern an Fmpire. Nevertheleſs fince 
ſhe ſaw her ſelf environed with thoſe Geth Princes 
chat were of an humour ſufficiently cruel, and that 
did not eafily brooKher domination , She honoured 
with her confidence Theodate one of the principal 
of them, becauſe he was of the bloud Royal, ard 
appeared the moſt moderate of all the reſt, playing 
rather the Philoſopher then the C-ptain. This un- 
grateful man , after the death of the little 1thana- 
ric who was not of a long life, was' moved with fo 
furious a State-jealouſie, that by the baſeſk of 
Treaſons he cauſed that poor Princeſs to be ſiran- 
gledin a Bath, fearing leſt ſhe (as being far more 
able then he in the managing of affairs , and he 
holding the Sceptre onely by her favour ) mighr 
take t00 great a ſhare in the Government. Bur this 
unratural man that thought ro ſertle his Crown by 


the 


Part. 'S 


Part, 5; The Monarchs, JUSTINIAN. 


the death of that innocent Queen totally ruined his fions, with the deſire of folitude, and with the mo- 
affairs,and could not avoid the vengeance of God tion of his ambition, the one counſetled him to 
that purſues Traitours even to the gates of hell, quit the Empire, the other to retain it ; while that 
The Emperour 7«ſtinien, that had already pro- he would content them both, he contents no body, 
jeted to recover his City of Rome and all 7raly and was ſurprized in his irreſolution, 
out of the hands of the Goths, hearing the rehearſal In this conjuncture of affairs, the Grecian Gene. 
of that horrible baſencſſe committed againſt the ral advances and merches ſtreight ro Rowe, which 
perſon of Amalazunta, that had fought Alliance receives him with open Arms, ſome threugh love, 
with him, failed nor to take the occafion, and to de- and others through impotence, 
clare a warr againſt Theodate, thinking that it was 1© PFitiges delirous to make his Crown renowned by 
then a good time to/ ſct upon an Empire, when he ſome illuſtrious A&R, and to confirm by his Valour 
that governs it begins to be forſaken of God for the the judgement of thoſe that had choſen him, afſem- 
enormity of his Crimes. bles from all parts the Goths, ſpurring them on, 
This cowardly King was ſo much aſtoniſhed at both with the Glory of their Nation, and the ne- 
this news, that at firit he humbled himſelf by very ccſlicy of their affairs, in ſuch manner,that in a ſmall 
great ſubmiſſions, offering the Sovereignty to. the time he lay ſiege to Rowe, with an Army ofan hun. 
Emperour of the Eaſt, and contenting himſelf co red and fifty rhouſand men. 
reign under him. | [tis inthis occaſion that the Yalour of Beliſari- 
But the other ſeeing himſo wicked and ſo weak, #s was made viſible in all its advantages , for with 
deſpiſed him, and cauſed Beli/arixs to advance with 20 an Army of {x thouſand men, he ſuſtained that pro- 
his Army into his Territories, who ſuddenly pofſeſ- digious number of Barbarians, amidit ſickneſle, 
ſed himſelf of Sicily. hunger, and a thouſand other incommodities. And 
Theodate although an Arrian Heretick, had re- when the Romans wanted Arms and Ammunitions 
courſe to the Pope, and invited him, as well by of Warr, hemade Arrows of the Starues of the 
Intreaties as by Mengces, to makea Voyage to Gods andot the Ceſars, to throw at the head of his 
Conſtantinople, to Treat a Peace between the two enemies. 
Crowns. Agapetus, who was then ſeated on Saint In the end having follicited with diligence, and 
Peter's Chair, was ſo Poor and Indigent, that he expected with conſtancy the ſuccours that came to 
had not wherewith ro furniſh himſelf with Provi- him from the Eaſt, he raiſcd the ſiege, and ſcat- 
fion for the Journey, that he was fain to pawn the 39 tered all chat thick Cloud of Armies that environed 
Sacred Veſſels of Saint Peter's Church to bear his him. 
Charges by the way, He failed not to tranſport Vitiges is conſtrained to retire into Ravenna, 
himſelfinto the Faſt, and was received by ?»ftiniay where he beſieges him, and prefles him ſo ſtriftly, 
with all the reſpeRs due to ſo high a Dignity ; - but thar he forces him to deliver to him his City, and 
when he came-to touch upon the point of Peace, even his own Perſon, 
the Emperour told him, That the bufineſſe was al- He was carried away Priſoner, with his Wife, and 
ready ro00 farr advanced, Thar that Warr was an abundance of Lords [£01 Conſtantinople, preſerited ro 
Holy Warr againſt the Enemies of God and his P7«ſtinian, and ſerved for a Pompous objet m the 
Church, which ought not to be hindred by the Triumph'of Beliſarins, who was received with the 
Counfels of a Pope, and that he need fear nothing 4o full ſatisfaRtion of all the Nobles, with che admira- 
that T heodate could do, who was more able to threa- tion of the wiſeſt, and with the generall acelamati- 
ten then to hurr.  onofallthe World : The Emperour alone began 
The Pope ſuffered himſelf eaſily to be perſwa- to be pricked with jealouſie, and to entertain him 
ded, and quitting the Intereſts of that King, buſi- with coldneſle. 
ed himſelf about the Government of his Church. In the mean ſpace. the Geths make FleRioris of 
It isa wonder, that he had ſo much Authority, as two Kings,one atter the o:her.who lived bur awhile, 
to depoſe Anthimus Patriarch of Conftantizeple, and did nothing , bur the third, named Tetilas, was 
who had been brought in by Fa&ion, and ro fub- endowed with ſo eminent and loyely qualities, rhar 
ſtiture Aſeras in bis Place, in ſpight of the Empreſs _ he raiſed up all their hopes : and his coming to the 
T heedora who had not at that time all the power 5, Crown of the Geth; was as the infuſion of a new 
that is attributed to her over the ſpirit of her Huſ- foulinto a dead body. 
band. He pu's himſelf ſuddenly into the field, with all 
The Good Shepheard, after he had courage. that he could rally of the wrack of Yiriges, and 
ouſly done the duty of kis Charge, dyed in Coy- at firſt he was ſo happy that he defeated Beſſa, and 
ftantinople, where he left a moſt ſweet odour of his Pitalirs, The two Generals of 7»ſtiniey, lefr by 
ſanRiry. Beliſarins for the Guard of all the Country of 
In the mean while, Beliſarins purſues the Can- Utaly. | 
queſt, enters into Pox, and takes Naples by night, Afﬀeer that he rook Spoletum, diſmantled Bexe- 
uſing a Stratagem of Warr, that made him put on v'utum planted a Siege before Naples, and wonit 
three hundred men through ſubterraneous places, gg by-valour and by patience. 
where there paſſed nothing but water. The taking of Bur beſides, he ſhewed ſo many proofs of his 
ſo flouriſhing a City gave aſtoniſhment and ragetro Moderation, and of his Goodnefſ2 toward the con- 
the Goths, who conſpired againſt their King Theo= quered, that with all their hearts they wiſhed for 
date, and ſubſtirured by Election Fitizes in his place, nothing more then his Goyernmenr, He gave great: 
wito was not of ſo Noble a Family, byt who ſeemed order tor the comfort of the people, that were ar 
ro rhem Bold and Generous to repair the Ruinesof . _ that time oppreſſed with-a cruel famine, he provi. 
the State. | ded for the ſecurity of the Goods of his Subjects, 
* As ſoon as he was choſen, he ſuddenly canſed chaſtifing rigorouſly the rhieverics of rhe Sould:- 
T heodate to be ſlain, who was ſurpriſed in hisflighr, ers, he preſerved the modelty of Women and aids 
and waſhed away by his bloud the Murther of A- 7o with ſo much ſeverity, that he cauſed his Gene. 
malazunta. | | | rall to be beheaded for havins violateda Gentle- 
This Prince was agitated with two contrary Paſ- woman, 
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By theſe ſo commendable wayes he rendred him- 
ſelf Maſter of all Pow, and from thence tranſported 
bimfelf to Rowe, which he held a long time belieg- 
ed, and which was ar laſt delivered ro him, by the 
treachery of a Court of Guard of J/asriax and 
Cilician Souldiers, 

He uſed his Victory with ſo much clemency, that 
he cauſed to be proclaimed that the Churches 
ſhould ſerve for a Sanctuary, forbidding expreſly 
to touch thoſe that ſhould retire themlelves thi. 
ther : He uſed the Pope Pelagizs, and all the ſa- 
cred pcrſons with great reſpeR,the Ladies with Ho- 
nour, the Citizens with Courteſie, contenting him- 
ſelf onely to demoliſh the walls of Rowe, withour 
hurting any thing within.He rendred himſelf fo ab- 


ſoluie a Walter of the City, and peoples hearts , 


that every one confeſſed they had never ſeen the 
like, and publiſtied him worthy of the Empire of the 
World, 

The Emperour 7#ſftinian fortifies his Courage a- 
gainſt this ebb of bad ſucceſſes, and withdraws Be- 


* biſarims from the war with the Perſgaxs,to ſend him 


back to Jraly, believing that all the happineſs of his 
Arms ſublilted wholly in his hands. 

But it ſeems that Felicity was weary to follow al- 
wayes the Standards of that valorous Captain, the 
affairs of War quite changed their face, all good 
Succeſſes now are onely for the Goths, and misfor- 


tune ſeemed to be faſtned to all the enterpriſes of 


the Remans. 


Beliſarius was as a man forlorn in the hands of 


2n evil deſtiny, that darkned his Prudence, froze his 
Courage, weakned the ſtrength of bis Arms, and 
made Fim unprofitable to all things, ſo that he 
ſeemed to have paſſed back into J7raly for nothing , 
but to be the ſpeRatour of his own diſaſters. At 
laſt he was called home again, and Nar/es the Eu- 
rach was ſent in his place, who mended the buſi- 
nels, and defeated Totilas ina pitched Batre), who 
dycd ſuddenly of his wounds. 

Providence, ( if it be permitted here to liftupthe 
veil, and toenter into your ſecrets) whence could 
this change proceed ? We know that Beliſarins was 
the moſt accompliſhed of all the Generals of Ar- 
mies that were at chat time under Heaven ; He was 
endowed with a lively and luminous fpiric, with an 
inventive underſtanding , with a profound judg- 
ment, that had nothing like it, bur his Courage. 
Providence for the future, and Activeneſs for the 


women, T heodera the Empreſs, and Antoyina the 
wife of Beliſarins, were the rwo Heley's of the 
Empire, and the Torches that conſumed mankind 
by their flames, | 

Behold (faith he) from whence began the Mi- 
ſery of Beliſarizs, that ruined his braveſt enter. 
priſes, and plunged him deep into great diſplea- 
ſures. 

He had in his houſe a young Gentleman named 


10 Theedoſims , whom he loved with a ſincere affecti- 


on, having conyerted him from Herelie, and procu. 
red him to be Baptized at Conſtantinople , whoſe 
God-father he bimſelf would be. He put him fo far 
in the good eſteem of his wife, that they having no 
children of their Marriage, reſolved both of them 
to Adopt him. Theedefins conquered by ſo great a 
courteſe, rendred himſelf obedient to Beliſarixs, 
and above all obſervant to the humours of Axtoni- 
a. She loved him art firſt with a tender affection, 


20 but honelt enough, which gave. occalion to the more 


curious ſort of people to think, but permitted not 
the wiſer ſort to ſpeak. 

Art laſt, as the beſt Wine depgenerates into Vine- 
ear, ſothe chaſteſt Love of the ſpirit (if heed be 
not taken) changes it ſelf ro fleſh. 

The converſation of the young The 4:5 inthe 
African voyage, the graces tha: ſmiled upon his 
face, the ſweerneſs of his ſpeech , the wittieſs of 
his diſcourſes, his good offices, 'his obſeryances , 


30 bis confidence, and the ſecrecy of the place, kindled 


ſo great a fire in the heart of A»toxrna, rhar ſhe 
cheriſhed no more that object as a Mother, bur lo- 
ved him as a frontleſs woman, that fc!!s her proſii- 
tution, 

Happy are the women that rejeR the firſt thoughts 
of ſuch miſerable deſigns, as the ſparkles of the fire 
of Hell. 

She gave at firſt too much command to her paſſi- 
on.and roo much overture to her unhappineſs. Her 


© Careſles ſeemed already too ſoft to the young man 


that ſtrived to pay them with reſpe&,feigning him< 
ſelf not to underſtand that larguage of Love, for 
fear he ſhould make her faulty in his thoughts. Bur ' 
ſhe ceaſed not to purſue him, and kindled continu- 
ally her flames by the liberty ot her lite. Conicience, 
Honour, the fear of an Husband, contended for a 
time in her heart:but in the end quirted the place, 
She fergot all Divine and Humane Laws, and aban- 
doned her ſelfe to ber paſlion, and openly ollicited 


preſent, contended in him which ſhouid carry a- 5@ T h:odsſins to (in, 


way the Palm , his Yalour was incomparable, and 
his Experience compleat in all ſorts of bufineſs, his 
Proſperity withour Inſolence, and his Adverfity 
without Diſcouragement. He was Prudent, Sober, 
Chaſte, even to a wonder , Aﬀable, Gracious, Li. 
beral, Charitable, Juſt, Merciful, Happy. Not one- 
ly the Souldiers reſpe&ed him, but even thzLabou- 
rers looked upon him as their Protetour, and the 
Father of their Quiet. From whence then came ir, 


She actcd the part of Potiphar*s wife, but ſhe met 
not with a 7oſeph, He wasnor yet wicked, but capa- 
ble to become ſo , he went not to ſeek {in , bur fin 
ſoughr him, and he wanted ſtrength co reſiſt it , the 
reſpe&t of a woman took from/him that of God , he 
conſented to evill that he might not offend her, and 
betrayed his foul to content the heart of a woman 
paſt all regard other honour and ſalvation. 

A man ows not obedience in this caſe to the moſt 


that he made a wrack at the end of his Life, arid that Go qualified and the moſt beneficial perſonages ; he 


he fawall the eminent luſtre of his Glory bleake1 
even in his hands ? , 

Here may Great ones learn a wiſe Inſtrugion 
for the Governance of their Actions, and have cauſe 
to admire the Judgments of God. And for that pur- 
poſe, I ſhall enlarge my ſelf upon the cauſes of the 
miſeries that happeneetg the fortunes of the highelt 
Lords of the carth, and the more curiouſly fearch 
into this Hiſtory in its ſource, | 


ought to fly from them, he ought to break off with 
them, he muſt not think upon pleaſing them , in a 
thing that may diſpleaſe God. | 

Both of them ar laſt habitnated themſelyes in 
their crime, and at firſt ated it ſecretly enough : 
but the impudence of Antoxixa, and the great con- 
tidence fhe bad of her husbands love, took from her 
her ſhame; and diſcovered her diſhonour. 

Beliſarixs began to be doubtful of it, but he fear. 


I corſeſs that this Secret one of Precopins,is too 70 ed his own thoughts; & that he might nor render bis 


p= (v0, 6 many places,where it ſpeaks things incre- 
dible; 


ut it is not deceived when it tells us, that two 


wife criminal, he made himſelf ſtupid. Behold ! at 
length a poor maid- ſervant, a Macedonian by Na- 
tion 
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tion comes to him and tells him, My Maſter, I put 
my life into your hands, 1 haye great things to tell 
you, but lam adcad woman it you ever open your 
mouth of them: promiſe me upon your oath to keep 
my counſell, and I will tell you chat which concerns 
the honour of your houſe. The Malter ſwears, the 
ſervant ſpeaks, and accuſes her Miſtriſſe of an infa. 
mous converſation with Theodoſors. 

Beliſarius, that would not believe his ſhame and 
miſery, asked her if there were any other witneſſes, 
ſhe produces two Grooms of the houſe that depoſe 
the ſame. | 
-— It istoo much( ſayes he) Ah Theodsfius, un- 
faithful] Theodofius, Have I then made thee my 
Son, to become now my Torturer ? Havel put 
thee into my houſe to defile my Bed ? Have I gi- 
ven thee Lite to take away my Honour ? Deceittull 
Man ! Where is that Modeſty that was painted upon 
thy Countenance > Where are thoſe Artificial 
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kled with the bloud of your dear Adopted ? But 1 
will pardon you all; on condition; that you will tell 
me thoſe that have brought this nnhappineſſe vpon 
you, either by their falſe reports, or by their dam- 
nable counſels. | 
This wicked woman gave the R ack without ceaſe 
ivg to the ſpirit of her husband, who, with all Sam- 
plan's ſtrength, could not keepin a ſecret, no more 
then he, He named the Afacedenian wench, and 


. 


tothe two Grooms : Wherenpon ſhe had ſport e« 


nough, by reaſon of the perſons, ſaying, That it was 
an horrible thing :6 pur = honour ro an arbirrati- 
on upon the report of Slaves, and uled recriminati. 
on ſo cunningly, that ſhe made all their accuſation 
paſs for a calumny. | 

She ſeized inſtantly upon the poor Maid and the 
two men, which the delivered up to ber Hirgman, 
and after ſhe had cauſed their rongues «0 be cur off; 
ſhe commanded that they ſhould be thrown in a 


words that thou baſt ſo ofc employed to ſeduce my 20 fack into the water, where they finiſhed rheir life 


Goodneſſe > Thou ſhalt now receive a Reward 
wo:thy of thy Wickedneſſe, What do i ſay? Kill 
my Son of Adoption ? it 1s to condemn mine own 
Judgement, and to tear out my heart. Burt it is is 
Crimes that deſtroyes him, and not | ; He muſt dy, 
and there is no pardon for him, *'* 

Cenſtantine his intimate friend perceived his ſad- 
neſſe, knew the cauſe of it, and counſelled him ra- 
ther to rid himſelf of his Wife, that had ſeduced 


by the deteſtable hatred of that Aſegera. She found 
out alſo the Counſel-that Conſtantine bad given, and 


{treighrway cauſed him to be afſailinated , fo great - 


a deſire had ſhe and ſo much power to purſue her 
vengeance. 2 _ 

. Soon thereupon after it was publiſhed every 
where abroad, that T h-9dsfius was alive, and he 
was ſuddenly called back ro + ,ourt, but he ſeemed 
to be cold in it, making the wicked deſigns that 


T h:og:fnr, and which was the Plague and Fury of 30 ſome had unde-takea to deſtroy him, his excuſe, and 


his Houſe, but he loved her paſſionately, and 
would by no means hearken to it. Hecalled in. 
ſtantly a Souldier of thoſe chat were moſt engaged, 
and b-ving greatly obliged him to ſecrecy, com- 
manded him to kill Theodoſias. He knowing how 
well he was beloved of the Lady, asked counſel of 
the bulineſſe of a friend of his, that rold him 
that Beliſarims was mutable in that matter, and 
that Antoxina was the Miſtriſſe, that it might hap- 


leigning himſclf ignorant of the ſecret command 
that Be/iſarins had given of his death, he layes all 
up6n the head of Phortixs, He was the Son of An- 
tonina,born of her firſt bed, a brave man and very 
accompliſhed, who was1n the chieteſt offices of the 
Empire, and had conceived an <xtream diſpleaſure 
at the debaucheries of his Mother, not being able 
to endure that Amoretto, to whum ſhe made a pro- 
teſſion of her goods and honour. 


pen that ſhe might regain the ſpirit of her husband, 40 This unnatural woman fo-gecting hoth her bloud 


and migh: bea very bad enemy to him that ſhould 
andercake to kill her Minion, The Souldier was 
afraid, and inſtead of doing the AR, gave ſecret 
notice of it to Theed»515, who fled to the City of 
Epheſus, 

Troubles are in the Houſe , the Husband ſad and 
penlive,bclieving that the bulinefle commanded was 
already executed : the Witfein fears, and paſſions 
impoſſible to be related : yer her pain was fome- 
what mitigated when ſhe knew that Theodoſins was 
yet alive. | 
_ . But Beli/arias that: thought him dead, and knew 
no way to content his Wite, endured 1 cormeat un- 
ſpeakable. Where is then your Son ? ( faich ſhe) 
Where 1s mine ? Whence comes it that he is fo 
long without appearing? They are your ſuſpici- 
ons that have deſtroyed him, Is it This -chen chac 
I bave merited of you, for having loved you more 
then my own ſelf? He tremblcd every joynt, 


and durſt not come to the point of the command 69 


that he had given : Todeny it appeared to himim- 
poſſible, and to confeſſe it ſeemed ro' him worſe 
then Death. The Lady rakes up che diſcourſe again : 
Tell me, What is become of him ? It you have cau- 
ſed him ro be murthered, ler me cauſe his Body ro 
be ſought for, to give it Burial. The poor [nnocent 
1s no longer in the World, you have ſacrificed him 
toyour jealouhie, well knowing, that the ſword that 
paſſed through his Body, hath brought a mortal 


50 ters to compaſs his return, 


and duty,ceaſed not to raiſe calumnies and troubles 
againſt her own Son in the favour of her Adulterer, 
and to make uſe even of the moit dereſtable invenit- 
ons, to take him our of the World, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as that he, not thinking his life ſafe enough a- 
gainſt the ſword and poyſon, was conſtrained to 
chuſe a voluntary exile, to give place to Theodoſins. 
Beliſarias, by a moſt infamous obſervance that he 
rendred to his wite, employed his credir and tus Let- 
He comes now t0 ſeek 
his Miftriſſe in /ra/y, where fhe was with her Huf- 
band,and from thence they all returned ro Conſt ans 
tinople, where this crafty arrificious woman had the 
leiſure to ſaciate her ſelf with the ſimplicity of the 
one, and the love of the other. 

Bur it is a ſtrange thing, yer true; that 1 hat kind 
of Love is nouriſh:d with Oppoſition, whereas the 
full enjoyment renders the ſeeds of Iniquity lefle 
Active and more Langailhing CREST 

T heodofins now began to teel a great remorſe of 
Conſcience for his infamous Life. He was fully 
perſwaded that he could not eſcape the diſaſter of 
ſome violent death,if he continued that debanchery; 
that the patience of an Husband ſo many times pro- 
voked would break out at length in ſomeevil end; 


-— 


«2y 


and thar, happen what would, he-could not-eſcape —— 


the judgements of God neither alive nor dead. Up- 
on theſc thoughts, he ſteals away ſecrecly from the 
Court, tranſports himſelf co Epheſar, enters into 


wound into my Heart, What advantage have 1 07 a Monaſtery, and makes himſelf a Monk, cauſing 


ot by being faichfull co you, if 1 haye not been a- 
ble to eſcape your ſuſpicions which you bave ſprin- 


thoſe handſome locks to be ſhaven off, that were the 
ſtrings that tied Antoriza's affeftion, -_ 
3018 
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This unhappy woman hearing the news of it, put 


- en mourning asfor a publick diſaſtre, deprived her 


ſelt of all copany, pertecuted her own life by a hor- 
rour of eating and drinking, and not contenting her 
ſelf with weeping for her Beloved , ſhe howled and 
ſent out cryes that affrighted the whole World. 

Itis a thing ſufficiently remarkable , that Love 
encamped in that Fryars Cowle , darted more ſub- 
tle fires,and ſharpened his Arrows with the Aſhes 


He was ſeaſoned a ſufficient time in this Prifon- 
hole , which worked an enraged fſadnefle in his 
Antoxina, who found no better remedy then to 
implore the affiſtance of the Emprefſe, with whom 
ſhe was ſo familiar, that ſhe depoſed even her loves, 
and immodeſtics in her boſome, She makes an hor. 
rible perquiſition ot T heodoſins's buſineſs, and by 


Mis fortune it happened that one Calligonirs ( who 


was the Conhdent of Beliſarins his wife, having 


of Repentance, Iraitating the Sorcerers that employ 10 been taken and ill uſed by Phorixs, ro make him dit- 


the Maſs and Bible to fortifie their Enchantments, 

The Paſſion of Aztoniza was ſo deſperate, that 
Beliſariss pitied her , and ſo wrought, that by the 
Authority of the Empreſs, T hrodoſppnus was fetched 
back again from the Monaſtery, and brought unto 
her houſe, It is true, that he made a great reſiſtance 
before he would come forth, wherher it was feign- 
edly, or really,it is doubtful, but he yielded to the 
violent purſutes that were made for him,& quitting 


cloſe to him all the ſecrets of his Mifrifs) made 
an eſcape and came ſecretly to Conſtantinople 

where he charged the Son of having attemped- 
—_— the friend of the Mother, Theed:- 
ra ſuffers him to come to Court privately,and when 
he dreamed not of it, canſes him ro be apprehen- 
ded, confines him into a ſecret place, and unknown 
to all the World, where he was putto the Rack 
without having any regard to his Great Quality 


the Altar of Jeſus, made himſelf again of a Monk 20 or even to the infirmities of his Body. He kept 


an Adoxis to facritice himſelf to his YVenss. 

One would have thought that the flames of that 
curſed paſſion would have been totallyextinguiſhed, 
& that there had been no danger to be feared infuch 
a converſation, Bur, O Gag, who knows not that 
the preſence of Loyers, eſpecially after a long ab- 
ſence makes love ariſe again out of its own aſhes, & 
extraQs ſparks of fire even out of ice and ſnow? Zee 
liſarins marches in an expedition towards the coalts 


Beliſarins his counſell in his ſharpeſt rorments, bur 
he told them the place where Throdsſins was de- 
teined,from whence the Empreſs cauſed him ſecre:- 
ly to be fetched, and commanded that he ſhou!d 
be brought to Conſtantinople, without noyſe, to 
drown in a ſudden and unhoped for joy the ſpirir 
of her Confident. She kept himfome dayes in 
her Palace to put him in better liking, and cold her 
dear Axtonina ( who was very curious inher pearls) 


of Perſia,where Photixs his ſon in law comes to ſeek 30 thar ſhe had a rare Jewel to ſhew her, which made 


him, who reſenting in his heart the bitter diſplea- 
ſures that the perſecution of his mother cauſed him, 
was reſolved to pluck out her Minion from between 
her arms, or tody in the attempt. He diſpoſes his 
Spycs at Conſtantinople, to obſerve diligently what 
ſhould paſs in their Gonverſation. He hath news 
ſent him from all parts that the fire is again kind- 
led,and that Triclareſſes continue to the ſcandal of 
the whole City, He cauſes a very underſtanding 


her haſt to the Palace with a great defire to ſee 
what it was. 

The Empreſſe, after ſhe had a long time faſ- 
pended her hopes, cauſes Theodoſivs to come 
forth out of the chamber of one of her funuches , 
and caſts the whole Sun into her eyes, She {ell 
down ina ſwonne at that fight, ard was like to 
dy , botat length when ſhe had been ſuccoured , 
and was come to her ſe!f again , ſhe had fo much 


man and moſt faithfnl co the ſervice of Beli/arins go ſtayedneſs , as not to caft her ſelf haſtily upon her 


to go to him, and rell him from point to point chat 
which be leaft defired to hear. 

His diſpleaſure was ſo greatly kineled that the ve- 
ry ſame moment, he goes to ſeek out Photivs, and 
ſayes :ohim, My fon, it is now that you muſt ſuc- 
cour your miſerable father, if you would not haye 
grief ſend him to the grave; you are not my ſon by 
nature, but you are by love and by election. | have 
given you goods and honour, Ihave not ceaſed to 
oblige you all my life-time , yet I deſire to paſs by 
whatever I bave done hitherto, on condition that 
you will revenge me upon that diſloyal Theedeſins 
who hath placed again diſhonour in my bed. Phor;- 
#5, who deſired nothing more then thar diſcourſe, 
comforts him,and promiſes quickly to diſpatch him 
of bis enemy. They both of them ſwear -upon the 
Goſpels, mutually to keep cloſe the ſecret. The 0- 
ther to acquit himſelf of his promiſe takes his time, 
learns by his Spyes the day wherein Theodof6us was 
to make a Voyage to Epheſus,and tranſport himſelf 
thither with a company of reſolute ſouldiers, The 
Adulterer doubting that all that commotion was 
againſt him,ſfaved himſelf in Saint 7obn's Church, as 
in a ſecure SanRuary. But he was drazn out from 
thence by a Trick, and delivered by the Biſhop bim- 
ing ofa very ſweet nature would not kill him, bac 
contented himſelf to ſend him away into Cilicia, to 
the utmoſt bounds ofthe Empire, and to keep him 
in cloſe priſon, under the guard of men, very much 


friends neck, before ſhe had kiſſed Theodor a's feer, 
to whom ſhe ſaid with.rranſports of an unparal!'d 
J10y ; Madame, You have been hitherro my Em- 
preſs and my Miſtrifs , bur I ſhall now in time to 
come efteem you as the Goddefle of my ſafety , 
ſeeing you have withdrawn my Son out of the 


bortomeleſs pit of Hell, whither his enemy had - 


precipitated him. There were nothing then but 
Careſles , but Dalliances and diſcourſes npon the 
adventures of Theodoſins, 

But God, whoſe juſt anger follows always fin- 
ners -at the heels, waited ill che Offering was fat 
to facrifice in. 

He permitted them to make ſo many Banquets , 
ſo many Dancings , and ſo many youthful debau- 
cheries for the return of that Minion, that he ſuf- 
ſering himſelf to be carryed to exceſſes above the 
abilicy of his Body , fell ſick of the bloudy-flux, by 
which -he was carryed within few days into the 0- 
ther World , torender an accornt to the Sove- 


® reign Judge, of his Unfaithfullneſs and Diſſolute 


life. 

Antonina remained near the Corys,as the Ghoſt 
of the Body, but a Damned Ghoſt and "deprived 
eternally of all ſhe loved moſt, God gave her a 


the living, to anticipate that ofthe other life, ſee- 


ing that we know her crimes, and know nothing 
of her Repenrance. | 
In the mean while poor Photias was three years 


eng to him, in ſuch a manner as he ſhould be 7® in a black Dungeon, out of which having twice e- 


ever heard of any more, 


ſcaped and ſaved himſelf in Churches which ſerved 
for 


Part. Fo 


Part, F- 
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fot a SanRuary,he was taken again,& ſhut up cloſe, 
without being ever able to get forth but by a Mi- 
racle, which diſcovered to him in a Viſion the Pro» 
phet Zachary, who drew him vnt.of that deep pir 
wherein he was, and conducted bim to feryſalim, 
whether indeed he went, and made himſfelt a perfe&t 
Vorary. to accompliſh the Vow that he had made,if 
ever he did obtain his dear liberty. 

Behold -here the ſprings of | Beliſarius Mis miſe- 


ry, which Procopins bath obſeryed in his ſecret Hi- xo 


ſtory. 

. .Altis believed, that it is but a Fable to ſay, that 
he had bis eyes put out by the command of «- 
ftinian, and was reduced to beggery: bur ut is true 
that the Emperour had a jealoulie of him, as if 
he had aſpired- to the Empire, and that Theodore 
who had a minde to perſecute him to favour his 
wives wicked humour, who yet cheriſhed in her 
heart ſome poiſon againſt him for the buſineſs of 
Theodsfius, made him to be diſgraced , his offices 
were taken from him, his goods contiſcate, the 
fouldiers that he had trained up given to other 
Captains ; his friends interdited with a probibiti. 
on to ſpeak to him. This brave General, who be- 
fore, drew the whole world in chrongs after hin , 
was. forſaken, and walked through the ſtreets of 
Conſtantinople with two or three poor ſervants, as a 
man that bad out-Jived his Funerals, to ferve for a 
ſpectacle of Pity, 
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brought on him an infinite number of miſeries; that 
broke out at laſt upon 7»ſtiniay , and upon the 
whole Empire. | 

Here is a great Theater of Providence, where 
Princes may learn, that it is very dangerous to be 
obſervant tro-womens wicked humours, and to ſeize 
even on ſacred perſons to fatisfie their Revenge. 

Behold then the Prime and moſt capital fury of 
the Empire , Theedvra, who made. ber husband fall 
into Hereſie, who tmade the Popes be piucked out of 
their Sees to put therein her ſervants, that-turned 
toplie turvie all Divine and Humane Laws wo con- 
rent her Paſſion, | 

P rotepiys ſpeaks ſhamefully of the original of 
this woman, and ſaith, that ſhe was the davghter 
of a Bear-keeper, a Comedian by her trade, a Pro- 
flitute by her Publick profeflion,and abandoned c- 
ven to the little boys of the Theatre from their in- 
fancy. He adds alſo, that ſhe had a very good grate 


20in puffing up her cheeks to receive boxes on them , 


and to gain money by chat paſtime , and that in her 
little youth, ſhe was debauched by one Ecebolns 
who kept her for a tyme,and afterward was weary 
of her, which made her,having now nothing where- 
on 'to live, run from place to place through the 
whole Eaſt in that ſhameful proſtitution , ard after. 
ward returning to Corſtantineple , Fuſtinian made 
love to her as to a famous Courtiſan, and finding 
her to his liking, married ber,in the life time of the 


One diy as he went to do his Courtſhip at the 30 Emperour his Uncle, 


Palace, the Empreſs ſheweThim a bad countenance, 
whereat he was ſo affrighted , that at his coming 
forth, he expe&ed nothing every hour but murder. 
ers to aſſaſſinate him. He returns into his lodging, 
being diſmayed above all that can be imagined of fo 
generous.a man. He preſently throws himſclf upon 
his bed trembling and ſwearing with fear. One 
comes totell him, that a Gencleman is at the gate 
with a meſſage from T heodora, he prepared him- 


It appears clearly, that this Anthour enraged a- 
gainſt the memory ot 7»ſtinian,invented execrable 
lies that paſs in the approbation of thoſe that nou- 
riſh'themſelves willingly with poiſon,and that think, 
that one cannot ſpeak roo much ill of great ones, 
and that thoſe are the beſt Hiſtorians that relate 
their moſt abominable vices. 

Bur we ought to conſider that this wicked man 
(who appeared more a Pagan in his Writings then a 


ſc|f already for death, when the man gave him a Bil- 40 Chriſtian ) after he had bighly praiſed his Maſter 


let from the Empreſs which imported thus : Bel;/a- 
rius, thy conſcience tells thee that thou haſt offend- 
ed me, and that thou deſcrveſt to be puniſhed, bur 
I give thee to thy wife, to whom 1 am obliged. tr 
is from her that in time co come thou ſhalt kold chy 
lite, thy goods and thy honour. I ſhall know how 
thou ſhalt behave thy ſelf rowards her, ard with 
what ſubmiſſions thou ſhalt acknowledge and thank 
her for her benefits, He inſtantly kiſſes the Letter, 


and in the preſence of him that brought it to him , $5 


enters into his wives chamber, throws himſelf down 
zt her feet, kiſſes ſometimes one, ſometimes the 
other , proteſſes that he ows to her his life; and that 
he will no longer hold the rank of an husband, bur 
of a ſlave. The Lady receives him into favour, and 
goes and thanks the Empreſs. 

But is it poſſible, that Zeliſarins, that thunder- 
bolt of war, that had made the Eaſt, and the Weſt, 
ard the South to tremble 3 that had led rwo Kings in 
triumph ; that ſhaked not before armies of an hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand men, having bur a little 
handſull,, Beliſarius , before whom the mighty 
Powers of the earth crawled along in duſt, was ſo 
baſely ſubjugated by women ? <. Precopins aſlures us 
that it was a Charm that cauſed that perturbation 
of his minde, and ſtole him from himſelf and needs 
_muſt-it-be a work of the Devil; that-coold quite 
change upſidedown,and befor fo great a perfonage, 

Yet may we affirm, that it waSnot onely the wick- 


in publick, when he had not the recompence he ex. 
peed,” and was perhaps pnniſhed for his looſeneſs 
and his demerits, ſets himſelf to write a ſecret Hi- 
ſtory wherein he ſpeaks fearful things which never 
came into the thought of ſo many other Hiſtorians 
that wrote after him, and ina time when they had 
a full iberty, who would not have omitted fo many 
remarkable things , if they bad had any foundatt- 
on ih truth, 

'That man muſt be of a belief either ſimple or ma- 
licious,that can perſwade himſelf that 7 «f5nia» who 
was a cold Prince, conſiderate in all bis aRioss, ex- 
tremely ambitions of glory, and careful of his repu- 
tation , who never was tainted with the vices of 
youth, ſhould marry a caytiff-wench, cried out up- 
on by the whole world, when he reigned already 
with his Uncle, and governed the whole buſineſs of 
the Empire. It was he that betore his marriage 
publiſhed a ! aw, by which it was forbidden to the 
Senatours to ally themſelves with mean and diſho- 
neft women, Who can believe that he ſhould teach 
the tranſgreſlion of his ordinances by his own ex- 
ample, without fearing the ſevere honefty of the 
Emperour his uncle, the reproaches of the Senate, 
the adyantage_thathe might give ro his competi- 
tours by ſoill an action ? 


——Alt that can be faid moſt truly, ts, that Theodora 


was the daughter of the great Huntſman of theEm- 
perours,whoſe office was to caufe wild beaſts tro bez 


ed ſpirit of Antonina that made that Tragedy, but 70 taken and kept for the ſpeRacles of the Amphithea+ 


that the perſon of the Popes violated by that Ge- 
neral, who was too baſkely obedientto the Empreſs, 


tre, which was not a mean or diſhonourable employ- 
ment, It 1s not re2din all other Hiſtorians, that = 
x” 


6t 
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had any ſtain of iminodeſty in her converſation, bur 
quite contrary,that ſhe was fuch a capirall enemy to 
women and maids of an ill life, that at one time ſhe 
cauſed five hundred of them to be ſhut up, to take 
from them the occafion of doing ill,and to be trained 
up in the exerciſes of honeſty : which is a thing that 
Procopins himſelf could not conceal, not conſidering, 
that if ſhe had been in former time ſtained with the 
ſame vice, ſhe ſhould bave expoſed herſelf to the 


la 

and others ber rigours, which wonld have renewed 
the memory of her infamy, whereas ſhe ſhould have 
endeavoured to have buried it in filence, 

She was certainly too ſtately to be a Proſtitute , 
choſe that have ſeen her, ſay, That ſhe was a litcle 
woman, that had a face tull of Majeſty,eyes burning, 
and caſting out lightning in their anger, a lively and 
jercing wit,a ſolid judgement, an yt NY in 

fineſs, and the aRtivity of fire, She was ſodif- 
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treme diſſembler, crafty in his ations, cloſe (in! his 
hatred, the Maſter of his countenance, and even of 
his tears; inconſtant to bis friends, inexorable to his 
enemies ( had not Chriſtian Piety made bim flexi- 
ble ) covetous of money, and more inclining to ri- 
gour then to clemency ; obſtinate in his refoluti.' 
ons, and not conſtant enough in his promifes when 
there intervened reaſons of State. Theſe are ſpots 
ordinary enough to Great ones, which, it is good to 


og of all the world ; ſome blaming her cares, 10 corre& by the counterpoiſe of God's Law. As for 


T heodora, it cannot be denied, but that ſhe was 
ſcornfull, proud, revengefull,an intermedler,ſevere, 
even to the exceſle and flitting in matters of Religi- 
on, which caufed much trouble to the conſcience of 
them both. | 

| have ſaid before, rhat Pope Agaeperus, after he 
had depoſed Anthimns the Patriarch of (onftantine- 
ple, diedin the ſame City. The news of it bein 
carried to Rowe, an Aſſembly was made to nfs, | 


creet, that ſeeing that Z»ſtivia» could not be gain- 20 tothe EleRion of a new high Prieſt. Theodare King 


ed by the fleſh, ſhe took him by the ſpirit, which ſhe 
adorned carefully with excellent and ſublime know- 
ledges; cauſing her ſelf ſecretly to be inſtruted 
in State-affairs, which gave her a facility to ſuggeſt 
advices to the Emperour her husband, which he re- 
liſhed wonderfully, and did nothing in all the buſi. 
neſs of the Empire without communicating it to 
her, calling her,even in ſome ordinances, his Vene. 
rable Spouſe, the aſſiſtant and companion of all his 
Counſels. 

It .is then the poiſon of the Serpent that ſcrves 
for inck to Precopixs's pen, when he writes extra- 
vagant fables of the birth of Theodora, and when he 
fayes that 7»ftinian was the Son of an Iucxbus, a 
true Devil in an humane ſhape , that the Servants 
of his Chamber have ſeen bim ofcen in the figure 
of a Devil ;, that ſometimes his head hath been per. 
ceived ſeparated from his body with mounting it 
ſelf up to the fieling of his Chamber, and the ſame 


of the Goths, partly by intreaties, and partly by 
threats, cauſed Sy/verins to be choſen, that was the 
Son of Pope Hormiſdas by a lawfull Marriage be- 
fore his Prieſthood. As ſoon as he was choſen, the 
Emprefle Theodora commanded him by an expreſſe 
letter to re-eſtabliſh Anthimns, and to put Aſeras 
out of his Chair that had been ſubſtituted in his 
=_ As ſoen as the Pope had opened that letter, 

e ſaid ſighing, that it was the fore-runner of his 


3odeath, and anſwered that the depoſition of Authi- 


mus, having been made- Canonically by his Prede- 
ceſſour, he could not in conſcience change any thing 
in that buſneſſe. Theodora was furiouſly provo- 
ked at his refuſal, and gave charge to Beliſarins, 
who was then in Rome with his Wife Axtoxine, to 
ſeize upon the Pope, and to ſend him to the Eaſt, 
Beliſarins was very ſcrupulous at firſt, bur bein 

encouraged by that wicked woman, he reſolved 
bimſelf, ſaying, That it was their duty that com- 


body walking on another place without an head ,40 manded, to render an account of their ations to 


and that a certain Frier coming to ſalute him, was 
alrogether aſtoniſhed, for that he ſaw Zacifer in 
his Throne, Afﬀeer this, he makes him the Murder. 
er ofa great number of millions of men , he attri- 
butes to him the Comets, the Conflagrations, the 
Deluges,the Plagues,and the Sterilities of the earth. 
He complains that he would have reduced all ſorts 
of ſpirits to the union of the Catholick Belief; that 
he tormented Hereticks and Jews, that he cauſed 


ſamptuous Churches to be built , that hetook too 5oders , that he would 


much care for the proteRtion of Biſhops, Prielts, and 
Monks. 

This Authour ſpitting out bis gall, even againſt 
the Light it ſelf, with ſo much impudence,and infert- 
ing in his writings ſuch enormous tales, ſhews ſuffi 
ciently, thar he was altogether filled with the curſed 
fary of Revenge : a man without Faith, and with- 
out Religion, a bloudy ſcoffer, which was more fit 
to write a Romance of the Cyclops, then the life of 
our 7»ſtixian. 
having made hirh the moſt ſabtle, and the crafrieſt 
of all men,he ſayesin another place, that therewas 
nothing*ſo eafie to be deceived, 'and abundarce of 
other contradictions that deſtroy his credit. We need 
not then wonder, if a famous Hiſtorian of theſe 
times,who takes many pieces out of Evagrins, who 
hath tranſcribed a part of this Calumniatour, deals 


—ſometimes ſeverely with the memory of this Mo- 


narch, without regarding the great virtues that 
might counterpoiſe his faults. 


God, and as for him,he pretended to no other thing 
but to the glory of Obedience, 

There was at that time at Rowe a Deacon named 
Vigilias,an ambitious and faRtious man, who know- 
ing that the Popedom of Sylverius was tottering, 
and no way ſettled, offered himſelf to that wicked 
Antonixa, deſiring to be introduced into the favour 
of the Empreſſe, promiſing that he would do no.. 
thing in the exerciſe of his charge but by her or- 
t Anthimns again into his 
C hair ; and beſides all this, would make a preſent to 
T heodora and tO Axtonina of a good ſumof money, 
The Lady, paſt all reſpe of Conſcience or Honour, 
cauſes his offers to be accepted, and urges her hu. 
band (as much as ſhe could) to the execution of that 
attempt. Vigilins keeps the buſineſſe warm as much 
as poſſible, and produces two witneſſes, the one a 
Lawyer,and the other a Souldier, that accuſe Sy/ve. 
ris of having endeavoured to betray the City of 


Heis ſo contrary to himſelf, that 6g, Rome,and to deliver a Gate to the Geths. Beliſarins 


was very doubtfull, that there was ſome calumny in 
all thoſe Proceedings, nevertheleſle, fearing that if 
he ſhould uphold the lawfull Pope, be might be in- 
volyed in a crime of State, as having been a favour- 
er of the party of the Goths, he ſends for him to his 
Palace to hear him, with promiſe to ſend him back 


_ unto his houſe, which was performed after he bad 


been pleaſed with his Defence. 
But he was called for the ſecond time, and brough: 


ointo the chamber of Antexina,who was ſeated on her 


1hat which Procopius ſpeaks moſt probably of Pallat, and Beliſarias at ber feet. The proud wo- 


7uſlinian's imperfeRions, is, that he was an ex- 


man uſing this holy man as a Groom, ſayes to him 
, with 
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with a diſdain, and the guiſe of a Proſtitute, Ha, $y/- 
verit, what have we done that we ſhould be fold 
to the enemy ? It is time that you ſhould be puniſh. 
ed for your treaſon. Thereupon ſhe makes him paſs 
into another chamber, where ſhe commands that 
he ſhould be tript of his habir, and cloathed with a 
Monk's Gown, and ſent to the Eaft, from whence 
he was baniſhed to Patura. The Biſhop of the place 
knowing the innocence of this Pope, went out to 


JUSTINIAN. 


niſters, who held him not for lawful Pope, beat him 


ſo cruelly,that he was almoſt dead upon the place : 


yet he ſcaped out of their hands,and ſaved bimſelfin 
S. Euphemia's Church, from whence he was ſudden- 
ly plucked our, and led through the ſtreets of Cou- 
ſtantinople, with an halter about his neck as athief, 
then put inpriſon, and enteztained with bread and 
water,forſaken of all his Clergy,ſfome of whichwere 
baniſhed , and others conſtrained to labour inthe 


meet him,and received him with all the ſubmiflions 10 Mines. Allthis was done by a juſt judgment of God 


due to hus dignity. Furthermore being lamed,with 
a great zeal, he had the boldneſs to tranſport him- 
ſelf to Conftantizople, and ſtoutly torell the Empe- 
rour of the oppreflion of the head of the Church, 
which would pull down the vengeance of God up- 
on him, if he did not remedy it. 7#ſtiniax» was nauch 
aſtoniſhed at this diſcourſe , and gave command, 
that the Pope ſhould be carried back again to 7taly, 
and preſerved in his dignity, with this reſervation, 


ro expiate the ſtain of Syl/verins his blood : but yer 
the Empreſs that ordained theſe violences (in part) 
ro content her paſtion, ſhould have clearly inform- 
cd her ſelf upon. the point of his character before 
ſhe ſhould have proceeded to ſuch indigniries, 
The Romans that at his departure from their Ci. 
ty, when he was carried away priſoner loaded him 
with injuries, ſo far,as even to throw ſtones & ſticks 
at lum, were touchedwith repentance;after theyhad 


that if he ſbould be.conviCted of having intelligence 20 heard of all the uſage that he had at Conſtantinople, 


with the Gorhs , he ſhould not livein Rowe, bur 
ſhould chooſe ſome other __ , which ſuffici- 
ently teſtified the moderation of the Emperour in 
that buſineſs, when he aRed according tothe juſtice 
of his own thought. 

But T heodora,who would not ſtop there, knowing 


that the Pope was re-conducted into the pyeſt, writes 


to her conhident that he ſhould not do a buſineſs by 
halfs. On the other ſide, Yigilizs ardently ſolicites, 


with the admirable patience that he expreſſed in his 
pains, ſought for him again, avowing him for the 
true Paſtour of the Univerſal Charch : which com- 
ingto the knowledge of 7ſftinian , he ſuddenly 
commanded that he ſhould be delivered , and the 
ſpirit of Thcodora her ſelf was appeaſed and recon« 
ciled with him. All the Prieſts and Deacons that had 
followed him,were rallied together , and ſo he was 
ſent back to 7raly with honour. But the poor Pope, 


ſaying, that he could not pertorm his promiſe if he 4, atter he had ſurmounted a million of torments and 


did not mount up to S. Peter's Throne, He preſſes ſo 
violently , that the Pope was delivered into his 
bands,whom he inſtantly cauſed to be carried away 
into the Ile of Palmes, which was an Augury of his 
Martyrdom.This ſacred bigh Prieſt had fo much vi- 
gour in the extremity of miſeries , that having af- 
tembled as many Biſhops chat lived thereabour, as 
he could get together, he excommunicated 7/jgil/ins 
and all his adherents. He heving a mind to revenge 


inconveniences,dicd of the ſtone in Sicily, before he 
arrived at Rome.O phantaſms of honour, how pain- 
ful are ye to thoſe that ſue for you! How traiterous 
areyetothoſe that poſſeſs you, and dolorous to 


thoſe that leave you | Unhappy are thoſe that prize * 


you through errour, that Court yon through yain 
glory, and obtain you by iniquity. It were bet- 
terto put one's hand in flames, then to lay it upon 
Tiara's, or on Crowns covered with injuſtice and 


himſelfupon him,and to make ture his Chair,made go with blood, 


an nd of him with hunger ,with vexations, and with 
torments in that defart Ifland , where he quickly 
gave up his vitorious ſpirit to God, gaining the 
Crown of Martyrdom. 

Vigilixs bis perſecutour, who had entred into S. 
Peter's Chair like a Lion, transformed himſelf into 
a Lamb, changing totally his wicked manners, ſo 
that he was confirmed by the Romaxs, and held for 
lawful Pope. God, that would not deſtroy him, 


Theodore died about the ſame time , carrying 
into the other World a great account to give to 
God, for having embroiled the eſtate of the 
Church ; for having behaved her ſelf imperiooſly : 
and for having alway fought with ardency the fa- 
tifaction of her Revenge. Ir is probable that ſhe 
paſſed out of this life in the Catholick Belief, and 
in Repentance. Put as concerning the death of 
Antexina her confident, it1s buried in a great ob- 


gave him for a puniſhment, the accompliſhment of 50 {curity,and it is to be feared, that her life extreme. 


his deſires, and cauſed that all that he bad moſt paſ- 
lionarely ſought for, was the ſource of all his rer- 
ments.T hrodora the Empreſs failed not to challenge 
him of his promiſe, for the re-eſtabliſhment of tbe 
falſe Patriarch Azthimm : but he anſwered, that he 
had committed a {in in-promiſing; and that he ſhould 
commit two if he ſhould perform what he had pro- 
miſed. This furious woman provoked with that an- 
ſwer,declares bim an uſurper of theApoſtolick See, 


and follows the law againſt him, accuſing him of the 60 


murther of Sy/verius : whereupon, ſhe cauſes him 
to be ſeized on by the violences of one Anthimes, 
and to be brought in chains to Conſtantinople, where 


ſhe preſſes again very earneſtly the reſtitution of 


Anthimus. Vigilins was ſo generous and conſtant, 
that he proteſted , that he,would rather ſuffer a 
thouſand deaths, then do it : and when he was vio- 
lated with injurious words and armed commands, 
he ſpake aloud; 7thought I had been come to Juſti- 


nian's Conrt, but I well perceive that I am in Di- 7 


ocletian”s. 


ly diſſolute even to her old age, and her damnable 
practiſes, have caft her headlong into an eternal mi. 
{ery. 

Juſlinian languiſhed a long time after 7 heodera's 
death : having ſeen all his deſigns of War, of Law, 
and of buildings perfeRted, beſtowed his whole time 
afterwards in ferying God, and expired the reſt of 
his life in Devotion , to which he ever had a very 
{trons 1rclination. Pn, 

It 1s held, that about the erd of his daies, he fel! 
into two errours , the former whereof was, That 
he ſhould not die, and indeed it ſeemed:to all the 
world, that death had paſſed him, fince he had 
already attained to the age of fourſcore and four 
years, which is very rare in an Emperour, and 
not conformable ro the Scripture , which ſaies, 
Thar the life of Mighty men is ordinarily ſhort-e- 
nough : nevertheleſs, it is nor probable, that in 
the Dlidiry of his judgment, which endured even 


of0 his end, he ſhould ſuffer himſelf ro be perſwa- 
ded with ſuch a vanity, The other fault which he 


That ſpeech coſt him full dear, for Theodora's Mi> committed, is more true, which is, That by a zeal nor: 
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diſcreet enough, that he had conceived for the hu- 
manity of our Lord , he would believe that it was 
not ſubjeR to our miſeries, but impaſlible and in- 
corruptible, even before his Reſurreftion, He was 
near of publiſhing this opinion , and authoriſing it 
by his ordinances , but yer he never did it, and re- 
pented of it at his laſt hour, calling back in his 
Will the Patriarch Zstychins that he had driven a- 
way for oppoſing this his errour, $0 Nicephorgs 
writes manifeſtly ; and every equitable judgment 
will conclude with him for the ſalvation of this Em- 
perour, We haye very conſiderable proots of it , 
firſt , his name hath never been blotted out of the 
Eccleſiaftical Tables, ont of which it was a cuſtome 
to defage the memory of Heretick Emperours. Se- 
condly.,, $. Gregory the Great , who ſpeaks always 
very corre&ly,calls him Emperour of pious Memo- 
' ry. Inthe third place, Pope Agathon , writing af- 
ter his death, ſaith, that he was an Emulatour ot the 


?»ſtinian when being young he came into 7taly) 
who calls him aloud The learned Prince , and meſt 
wiſe Emperonr. And that grave Authour Agaperus, 
who dedicated to him the Treatiſe of Reigning 
well which Baronixs highly commends,ſays openly, 
that he was created Emperour Philoſophizing , and, 
that in the Empire he ceaſed not from Philoſophy. 
And Procopixs his calumniatour ayouches , that he 
ſpent ordinarily a good part of the night in his clo. 


lO ſer, to ſtudy upon the ſublimeſt Sciences, and that 


he could diſcourſe of them pertinently with the a- 
bleſt Scholars of his age. After this, judge if there 
be any reaſon to ſet him forth as a Peaſant, without . 
Learning, and witheut Letters. Now , as this illu- 
luſtrious Authour was overtaken in that which he 
ſpake concerning the wit and the capacity of 7uſt;- 
ian: ſo (as being a man) might he be miſtaken in 
that which he hath written ofhis manners , follow. 
ing ſome pieces of the flanderous Hiſtory of Procc- 


ſincere and Apoſtolick faith, Finally, he was com- 29 pizs, which he had read in Evagrizs, and in others 


mended in the fixth univerſal Council with an Elo- 
&y worthy of a moſt Catholick Prince, Even ſome 
Patriarchs of Conſtantinople have cauſed his memo- 
ry to be yearly celebrated with acclamations of 
happineſs, and publick Orations in his praiſe. His 
great Auſteritics, his magnificent Alms,his Church- 
es, bis Devotions, his Laws, his indefatigable pains 
for the Publick, bave defaced the ſpots that ſo eafily 
fide into the lives of great ones. Let us not raſh! 


like him. 

But I intreat my Reader yet once more to ſee and 
confider , whether it be reaſonable to believe thar 
obſcure Libel of an Anthour- enraged againſt the 
memory of that Prince, to the prejudice of ſo many 
grave and judicious perſons that have quite contra- 
ry opinions of him. It is evident, that this Procepi- 
#s, waS a Libertine, and a true Atheiſt, who hath 
ſpoken and written in his firſt book of the Hiſtory 


condemn that which we may excuſe with Juſtice, 39 of the Gothes , that it is a folly to trouble ones ſelf 


and let us not be evil with Ours, if God will b c 
good with His, 

I confeſs, that this end ſomewhat troubles me, ſee. 
ing my ſelf conſtrained to follow an opinion diffe- 
rent from that of a great modern Hiſtorian which 
handles this Emperour with much ſeverity, It is true 
that 1 have alwayes bad a venerable eſteem of that 
Authour , knowing well , that by the rayes of his 
virtues , and of his learning , he hath ſurpaſſed the 


about the belief of Divine things, and that it ſhould 
be left to. every one, whether Prieſt or Lay, to be- 
lieve all that ſhall ſeem good to him, rather then di- 
ſturb the Common-wealth, being extreme angry 
that jnſtinian tormented the Pagans, the -_ the 
Samaritaxs , and endeayoured to reduce the whole 
world to the Chriftian and Catholick Belief, 
Judge (my Reader) hereupon what faith a man de- 
ſerves to have, that making a ſhew to be a Chriſtie 


luſtre of the moſt glorious purples. Yet the reſpe& 40 an, acknowledges not their God. Further yer, be- 


which I bear to 1ruth, and the honour which 1 ow 
to the memory of great men that have ſo much ob. 
liged the Publick, give me permiſſion to ſay here, 
that ?»ftinian bath never been ſo black as he hath 
painted him, being ill informed by the writings of 
Procopins and of Evagrius his enemies , or follow. 
ing opinions that by a falſe intention and manifeſt 
equivocation are iniinuated into the ſpirits of men 
many Ages ſince. Fables eaſily ſurpriſe us, and 


ing a Philiſtim by Nation, a Sophiſter by Profeſii- 
on, an Impoſtour by Artifice, be hath been able eg- 
fily to make ſome of the pranks of his trade,flipinto 
his Hiſtory. Add to this, that being bur'a mean fel. 
low,he was advanced firſt by 7»fixe,and afterwards 
by 7«ftinian to great offices, yet being a man ex- 
tremely jealous and ambitious , he thought himſelf 
not high enough, and bore a mortal hatred to 7ohy: 
the + of Juſtice, to Trebenian the 


when they are authoriſed by a long time, and by 5» great favourite of 7«ſtiniay ; and not content with 


the belief of many perſons, they pals oftentimes for 
rruths. 

That which 1 fay ismanifeſt in that which Bare- 
#ius himſelf writes touching the opinion which he 
had of the groſs ignorance of 7ſtizian , whom he 
reproaches often in his Hiſtory , that he could nei- 
ther write nor read; and yet it is now more then 
viſible, that it is an errour crept in by an equivoca- 
tion of Names, and a fault in Printing, which hath 


cauſed the name of ?»ſtizias inthe text of Suidas, go Bis life and honour. 


to be taken for that of 7«ize, as 1 have already 
ſaid. This is ſo clear , that the Commentatour of 
Precopias «( an enemy to 7«ftinian as well as the 
Authour ) hath not been able to difſemble ic, but 
confeſſes that he hath obſerved in Hiſtory , that of- 
rentirmes the name of 7«ſtiniax hath paſſed for that 
of 7«ſtixe ;, and that by this means, theignorance 
that agreed to his uncle7-ſtize,hath been attributed 
to this Monarch ; and farther yet, the accident of 


rearing them in his Hiſtory, be falls upon the Empe- 
rour that had honoured them with his favours. 
Every one that hath the common ſenſe ofa reaſon- 
able man, ſees plainly that itis a moſt unworthy 
tking, that a ſervant, a domeſtick , taken from the 
duſt of the earth, raiſed even to the great Offices of 
the Empire , ſhould leave a Railing Hiſtory to po- 
ſterity, written in an hole , and by a ſingular trea- 
ſon, again(t his Lord and Maſter, of whom he held 
f And beyordall this, that he 
ſhould ſpeak things in his Book , that muſt needs 
have been very publick and viſible to all the world, 
that ſo many other Hiſtorians who were near thar 
time, and might ſpeak with all freedom , do not ſo 
much as mention. 

To this it will be anſwered , that it is not only a 
Precepins that condemns 7aftiniay, but that he him- 
ſelf hath blacked himſelf eternally by the ill uſage 
which he ſhewed the Pope Yigilixs,and by the here- 


the troubles of mind that befel his nephew ?,t;y, 7© ſie which he fomented and authoriſed about the pe. 


That which I fay is proved after an excellent man- 


ner by the great (aſſiodore ( who might bave ſeen 


riod of his life. To ſpeak truth, there being nothing 
ro be preferred before the fidelity which we owe to 
our 
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our Religion, the honour which we ought to ren- 
der to the common Father of all Chriſtendome, 
and to the Apoſtolick See , if this Emperour were 
direly convinced of theſe two crimes, and dyed 
without Repentance, I ſhould be the firſt man thac 
would ſubſcribe to his condemnation : But thereis 
a notable difference between that which eſcapes by 
errour and by ſurprize, and that which is practiſed 
by defign and obſtinacy, 


for 1 leave it to every judicious man to weigh,which 
we ought rather to believe, a mean Hiſtorian an- 
gered, or the voyce of a general! Council aſſem- 
bled after 7»ſtinia»'s death. No man certainly can 
call it into doubt, bur that the authority of a Coun- 
cil infinitely paſſes the opinion of one onely man. 
Now it is {o, that belides the teſtimonies of $. Gre 
gory, and-Pope Agathon heretofore alleadged , The 
{ixth Council ſpeaking of the Emperour Mloniaw, 


Ic is true that the Pope Vigilzns was at firſt bard- 10 calls him alwayes oſt Chriſtian Prince, Emperour 


ly uſed at Conſtantinop!e by the Empreſs Theodore, 
but his EleRion being not held at the beginning for 
Canonical, he being one whom the Romans had 
chaſed away with ſtones, and whom he himſelf had 
depoſed and-baniſhed from the uſurpation which 
he had made upon Sy/verizs his Predeceſſour by a 
bold attempt, cauſing himſelf afterward to be Ca- 
nonically choſen ; it 1s no wonder, if in this doubt 
of his dignity, and certainty of his crime committed 


of prous Memory, And in the end, Holy Monarch, 
and Whz is in the number of the Bleſſed The German 
that harh Commented upon the railing Hiſtory of 
Procopius, is conſtrained to confelle that he bath 
read even inthe beſt Copies of that Council, 'Isc4- 
yieyds © Us erybors FJuſtinian that 3s among the Saints. 
Burt he being an enemy of his memory eludes that 
Epithete, and ſayes that it hath been attributed to 
moſt wicked Emperours, pretending by this means 


againſt the perſon of a lawfull Pope, he was not ho- 20 to diniiniſh the luſtre of 7»ſtiniav. 1 acknowledg 


noured as high Prieſt, but accuſed as guilty, Ir ſuf 
fices, that as ſoon as ?»/tinian Knew that be had 
beenafterward declared the ſovereign Paſtour of 
rhe Church by the ordinary Forms, he rendred to 
him the reſpeRs due to his CharaRer, and permit- 
red him to exerciſe his FunRions with all liberty in 
Conſtantinople. 1t is true that he had alſo ſome dif- 
ference with him about the condemnation of three 
Articles, or rather of three perſons, Theodore, [bas, 


that the word 2:&, Holy, or Sacred, ſometimes 
ſignifies that which is Inviolable , and that in this 
manner it was given to all the Emperours.Bur | de» 
he him to find one ſole Text that faies of a dead 
Emperour, 6 #y &:yious, He that 5s inthe company f 
the Saints who is not reckoned amonglt the Bleſſed 
that live in heaven. 

This onely is enough to ſtop the mouth of all thoſe 
that are of a contrary opinion, and to maintain this 


and T heodoret; but in the end the Emperour yeild- 4, great Monarch in the poſſeffion of an high and hap- 


ded, and permitted all to the diſcretion of the Pope, 

As for the Hereſie which is objeRed to him,it hath 
rather been an errour of ſurprize, then a reſolute 
opinion with obſtinacy againſt the deciſions of the 
Church, without which it cannot be a formal Here. 
ſie. There aroſe in his time an Opinion that held, 


That the body of our Saviour was incorruptible e- 


ven before the Reſurre&tion, and that he was nor 
ſubje& to the natural and irreprehenlible paſſions 


py renown, which he hath ſo juſtly purchaſed, 

It is he that above all the {'mperours hath expreſ. 
ſed a moſt ardent Zeal rowards the perſon of our 
Lord, to whom he dedicated the ftatelieft Church 
which was at that time in the whol Univerſe.It is he 
that conſecrated anAltar to him compoſed of all the 
moſt glittering ſtones, and of all the moſt magnifi.. 
cent rich materials that were then to be found in all 
the world. It is he that had a moſt tender care of all 


of other men. Many Biſhops, many great learned 4o the Churches of his Empire, He that every where 


Friars, and abundance of illuſtrious perſons profeſs 
that Belief, and 7»ftinian, deceived by a zeal not 
well regulated, which he had to the perſon of our 
Lord, tell into it, not chat he doubted but the two 
Natures were in Jeſus Chriſt, and that his body 
was conſubſtantial wich ours, but he could not en- 
dure the word Corruptible, when the fleſh of our 
Lord was ſpoken of. If he had onely meant an ex- 
emprion from the corruption and rottenneſle to 


which our bodies are reduced, his opinion had been 55 


but commendable; butto intend to take away from 
the Son of God the natural paſſions of hunger, 
thirſt, wearineſſe, and other like, is to be far wide 
from the Catholick Faith. Yet ſince that that opi- 
nion had not been yer by name, and expreſly deci- 
ded by the preceding Councils , and that many Bi- 
ſhops had © ſame thoughc, and that the Pope ve- 
ry much buſied by the wars of the Goths, had not 
yet interpoſed thereon, it is not credible that it was 


enriched the kouſe of God. The Purveyour for the 
Hoſpitals, the- _m_—_ of all neceſlitous perſons, 
and the SanQuary of the atflited. !t is he that go- 
verned the whole world by moſt holy Laws , d 
hath revenged, perſecuted , and puniſhed thoſe 
crimes rhat tended to the infetion of the Publick. 
It is he that warred all his life time againft Here- 
ticks, and that upheld the Glory of the Roman Em- 
op which ſince Conftantine was faln into an horri.- 


le decay. It is he that diſplayed his Enſigns, in A-. 


fia, Enrope, and Africa, under the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt with a force incomparable, and ſuceeſſes that 
could not but come from heaven. It is he that ba- 
niſhed from Chriſtian ſociety,Sorcerers, Immodeſt, 
and Infamous perſons, and thac planted every 
where good manners. It is he that made Learning 
flouriſh, that rewarded men of Merit, that eterni- 
zed Laws, that bore Arms to the heighth of Repus 
tation. Ir is he, that alwayes ſhewed himſelf a moſt 


an Herefie framed in the ſpirit of the Emperour,but 60 ardent adminiſtratour of the Juſtice of God. giving 


rather arrerrour, And ſince that heabſtained from 
promu!gating it as he had projeRed ; and ordained 
by Will that the Patriarch Eatychus that had been 
baniſhed for oppoſing this Opinion, ſhould be called 
back by { »ſtix his Succeſſour ; It is evident that he 
repented ar the laſt period ofhis life, and that Ea- 
grius who hada ſtrong tinQure of the venom of 
Precopins dig him wrong to condemn him to hell : 


audience very often in perſon to parties with an in- 
defatigablc toil. It is he that pardon'd injuries, and 
received eyen into Grace thoſe that had attempted 
upon his life. He, that God preſerved from a thou» 
ſand dangers, and a thouſand ambuſhes. He,whom 
God crowned with great age, and aninfinite num- 
ber ol bleſſings, 
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OR, 


CHARLES the GREAT. 


the name of Gyear, ſince that truth it ſelf may at- 

tribute ro him the title of three-times-thrice 
Grear, for his Piety, for his Arms,and for his Laws. 
All that Perſia reſpeRted in Cyrm, all that Greece 
vannted in Alexander , all that Rome honoured in 
Angyſtne and in Trajan , all that Chriſtians have 
commended in the perſons of Conſtantive and T heo- 
doſeres, is found included in our Charlemagne. 


|: is not flattery that hath given to our Charles 


pain, and that his ſpirit was no more diſquieted 
with Sciences, then the cie with the moſt delightful 
colours. This occupation that he took in Letters by 
the orders of the King his Father,ſerved extremely 
to the faſhioning of his manners; becauſe he ſaw in 
books,& eſpecially in Hiftory,as in a true mirrour; 
all the ſtains that flattery diſſembles unto Princes 
that heed not to be ina reſolution to waſhthem off, 
ſince they are not in a condition to know thery, 


Prolomy ſaid, that greatPerſonages are never born 10 - It is a maryellous thing ro ſee how Nature ſeem- 


into the world withour a conſpiration of theheavens 
which colle@ their beſt Conſtellations and moſt fa- 
yourable influences to ſalute them, as ſoon asthey 
ſalute theday, We cannot know the quality ofthe 
ftars that ruled over this happy birth; but we know 
that providence which infinitely out-paſſes the et- 
fects of all the celeftialGlobes, hath taken the care of 
forming this incomparable Prince, and of making 
him a Maſter-piece of her hands to ſhew him to all 


ed to ſport her ſelf in reproducing Aſartel and Pe- 
pix in the perſon of Charles, ſhe moderated the 
fierce valour of the Grandſire by the ſweetneſs of 
the father,and made in himan heavenly temper by 
the happieſt of mixtures. His Devotion was not 
ſoft nor feminine;neither was itlarge or lukewarm- 
but it gently ſpread its Divine Lights inthe ſoul of 
thisMonarch, withourdeadingthe fire of his courage. 

He had moſt ſublime knowledges of God and ap- 


Ages. Nature was employedto bnild him aBody ca- 20 prehenſions very Religious. He offcred to him his 


pableto ſuſtain the impreſſions of tharDivine Spirit 
that God would lodge therein. 'She made him a ſta- 
ture ſo advantageous, limbs ſo well compoſed, ſo 
handſom,and fo ſtrong , ſhe engraved fo much Ma- 
jeſty upon his countenance, ſhe ſowed ſo much 
lightning and attraQtion in his cies, that they trium- 
ohed over hearts, before his valour had laid band 
upon the Empire. It is not alwaies, that felicity is ſo 
prodigal of her benefits;ſhe conters her ſelf in ſome 


duties both in pablick and jn private, with a very 
ſincere piety. He burnt with a great zeal to carry 
his name into all places whitker he could extend his 
Arms. He was ardently affeQionate to the holy Sce, 
to which he gave reſpeRts and incomparable prote- 
Rions. He honoured the Prelates, and filled the 
Church with Benefits. 

He held, that Juſtice was the Rampart of King- 
doms, the peace of the people, the policy of man- 


co adorn the houſe without troubling herſelf for 30 ners, the joy of hearts , and that neither the gentle 


the inhabitant: andif there be a fair appearance on 
the our. ſide, there is little Senſe within. But in our 
Charles,every thing was Great, and his ſoul never 
belyed the beautiful ſpeRacle of his Body. His un- 
deritanding was quick and piercing , his memo 


moſt happy, his judgment clean and ſolid, that dif- 


cerned exactly good from evil, and truth from falf. 
hood. He that ſaw him in Letters —__ that they 
were made for none but him : and he that contem- 


temperature of the air, nor the ſerenity of the Sea, 
nor the fruitfulneſs of the Earth, were any way e- - 
qual to its ſweetneſs. He made a manifeſt profeſſion 
of it inthe inviolable verity of his words, in the 
ſincerity of his proceedings, in the duties which he 
rendred to God, to the authours of his birth, to 
his kindered, to his Country ,and univerſally to all 
the world, He gave audience often in perſon to the 
differences of his people , and even at his riſing our 


plated him in Arms,perceived that he would be one 40 of his bed, he cauſed the Provoſt of his houſe to en- 


day the chief of Conquerours, He ſtudied Gram. 
mar, Rhetorick,Poctry,Philoſophy, Law, Aſtrolo. 
gy and the reſt of the'Mathematicks He learned the 
Latize,the Greek , the Hebrew,the Syriack. He had 
fore taſt even of Divinity it ſelf, and ſucceededin 
all Sciences foadvyantageouſly, that he might bave 
beld the Empire of Letters, it God had not deſtined 
to him that of the world. He reſpetgd his Tuteurs 
all his life-time, as the Fathers of his Son! - be made 


ter into his chamber with the parties that pleaded, 
ro terminate their Law- ſuits by his Verdict. His 
pipe care was to commit Juſtice unto innocent 
ands ; but the horrour of his thoughts were perpe- 
tually againſt the unjuſt, and againſt the violent ; 
thinking that his Authority and his Arms could 
have no better employment then in the deſtruction 
of tyrants. | 
But on the contrary, he had goodneſſes of heart 


his Maſter of Peter the Deacon , ' when the Law of 50 inexhauſtible for honeſt men, and a wonderful care 


Arms might have made him his {lave, He drew A1- 
in out of England, to learn of him the ſecret of 
the Arts, honoured him with great benefits, andat 
laſt, foanded by his counſel the Univerſity of Pa- 
ric, His meals were ſeafoned with the reading of 
ſome good book, or with the conference of the a- 
bleſt men of bis whole Kingdom , loving to refreſh 
bimfelffrombuſineſs in their diſcourſes ,- without 
raking any other directions in his pains, then the 
change of one labour into another, | 

That which ſpoils many great ones, is, that ey 
cannot endure any ſerious thing for a long t\, ?. 
and yet this King made hisRecreations even ofw?:c 
whereof others might have made an hard fiudy : 
and the grace of it was, that he did all this without 


of the quiet and commodity of his people : his ac- 
ceſs was cafic, his words gracious , his careſles full 
of artraQions, his command ſweet, his anſwers ju- 
dicious, his orders ſo juſt, that they ſeemed all con. 
ſorted in heaven. He denied with ſweetneſs , and 
gave with meaſure, although his hands were ſeas of 
Liberality and Magnificence that were never dry. 
He bad ll his life-time the poſſeſſion of his ſoul by 
a ſingular moderation that retained his mouth, his 


60 tongue, and his anger : bat it could not pluck back 


Love by the wings, which cauſed ſome ſpors to be 
ſeen in this Sun , although they were afterward 

waſhed away again by a ſtrong Repentance. 
That which was moſt reſplendent in all the parts'of 
his life, was an high generoſitythat never forſook his 
bearr, 


Part F. 


Parts., 


heart , and that found exerciſe continually in all his 
ations, He contented not himſelt with middle Vir- 
rues, bat he carried them all eyen up to the altitude 
of their Glory. He had a Spirit inceſſantly bent to 
great deſigns, and a foul always filled with a ftron 

confidence, which he had ſeated totally in God, of 
whom he thought himſelf to be beloved. He never 
was kept back by any obſtacles from generous en- 
terpriſcs; he expoſed himſelf to all dangers , even 


The Monarchs, CHARLEMAGNE. 


City of Veroaa , then that of Pavia after a long te. 
dious ſiege, and appeared viftorious with an Army 
of fire in che champains of his enemies, Didiec King 
ot the Lembards, that was more ready to do an in- 
jury to a diſarmed power , then to wardthe blows 
of an adverſary, was ſeen, conquered , and taken 
priſoner , rendring the Church her liberty by his 
captivity. 

It was alight filled with Magnificencg and Piety, 


to the molt terrible, for the glory of his ſovereign 10 to ſee him arrive at Rome, where the heavens ſeem- 


Maſter. Proſperity had no charms upon him , and 
adverſity found not any darts that were able to a- 
bate his reſolution. 

All theſe virtues marchedin him under the con- 
du& of a great Reaſon, and failed not to be follow- 
ed with an happineſs that had no equal but bis Pru- 
dence. God having ennobled him with ſo eminent. 
qualities,ceafed not co furniſh himwith Objects to 
put them in praQtiſe, as well by the condition of his 
Birth, as by the divers occurrences of Aﬀairs. 

It ſeems that Providence made him be born on 
purpoſe at /»geheim upon the river of Rhine,and on 
the Borders of France and Germany , as the man 
that ſhould unite thoſe 2 eſtates under one Sceptre. 
He found a Monarchy at his birth, which his Grand- 
father touched upon , and which his father openly 
poſſcſſed,that had much need of being ſertled by his 
power, and husbanded by his cares. He enterpriſed 
tor this purpoſe divers wars , but he never waged 


ed to be all in bleſſings over his head, and the carch 
all in reſpect under his feet, He would have march- 
ed with a little noiſe, and prevented the Pope, nor 
defiring to make hisentrance with great pomp. Burt 
Aarian that watched over hismarch,perceived ir, & 
ſent out very far to meet him abundance of the 1o- 
bility and Officers for a Convoy ; and when he was 
near enough to Ree , the Souldiery , with all the 
Citizens appeared in Arms. But that which was 


20 moſt delightful was a Proceſſion of little Children, 


well choſen out that carried boughs and ſang, Be 
neditus qui venit in nomine Dowini : Bleſſed be he 
that comes in the name of God, The Pope deſiring 
to honour the lively image of the Saviour by ſome 
kind of honeurs that had been heretofore rendred 
to the original, When the King ſaw the Croſſes of 
the Senatours, and that came alſo out to meet him, 
he alighted off;his horſe, and walked afoot as far as 
S. Peter's Church, where the holy Father was at the 


any one that he was not led to by ſtrong feaſons of 30 door to receive him, with his Cardinals, and all his 


Piety and Juſtice. His firſt Arms were imployed a- 
gainſt the Saxozs, who wereat rhat time 7»fidels 
and Pagans, and who, beſides, rebelled againit the 
lawful Power that ruled them. One may fay truly, 
that that Nation was the Hydra of our Heregles, 
whoſe heads continually were born again, and 
whoſe bloud ſo often ſhed,was but the ſeed of a new 
War,even to infinite. Never did the Arms of the 
Rowans dare to attempt any thing upon this people 


Chair. Charlemagne by a Ceremonious devotion, 
and great reſpe& that he bare'to $. Petey and his ſuc- 
cefſour , would kiſs every ſtair of the aſcent of the 
Portal, before he would cloſe with Adriax that re- 
ceived and embraced him with extaſies of joys, and 
the King kiſſed his hand amongſt a thouſand accla- 
mations of cheerfulneſs and happineſs which the 
people ceaſed not to redouble. They went both of 
them into the Church to render thanks for the fa. 


which they defired rather not to know then fight 4© vours that God had done them on that great day, 


with. Their Standards had never reſolution enough 
to ſee, that which Charlemaigye had power enough 
to beat. They were warlike even to a wonder, and 
ebſtinate even to all extremity. The buſineſs was 
not only to conquer the Lands,and to gain the men: 
but to overcome their ſuperſtition , and todiſarm 
the furies of deſpair. This is that which our Charles 
performed in nine Wars, as cruel as poffible, and in 
the ſpace of three and thirty years , ſo much Con- 


which was on holy Saturday ; and which gave not 
place for that time, to the triumphs of the Refurre- 
&ion.- The Feaſts of the Pafſcover were ſpent a- 
mid{t powerful Devotions pretty Ceremonies, and 
infinite merriments, The King not contenting him- 
ſelf with having broken the chains of the capital Ci- 
ty «{ghcWorid,made great preſents to her Church, 
and Mer he had been crowned King of Lombardy 
by the hands of that great Pope , who offered bim 


ſtancy had he againft Rubborneſs, and ſo much Po- 56 alſo the dignity of a Senatour, the fore-runner of 


wer againſt madneſs. He defeated them in many 
battels; he ſubdned their Cities, and rook their 
principal Fortreſſes , he demoliſhed the Altars of 
the pernicious /rmin/al,, ſo many times beſprinkled 
with humane blond , he plucked all the other 1dols 
alſo out of their demoliſhed Temples ; and at laſt, 
conſtrained the brave Vitigninde their King to yield 
to the happineſs of Fraxce,which made him find the 
kingdom of .God in Baptiſm, by theloſs of that 
of the Barbariaxs. 

Bur it istrue that this magnificent Conquerour 
found not any where a Theatre of his deeds more 
famous then, that of 7raly , wbither , the Church 


nanny under the chains of the Lombaras , called 


tor him inceſſantly. Above all , Pope Aariazthe 
frſt , whom Charlemagne loved afterwards as his 
brother, conjured him to help him ſpeedily, and to 
recover the Patrimony of Jeſus out of the hagds of 
ſo many unjuſt uſurpers. He tranſported over into 


the Imperial , he returned to Fraxce, leaving to 
all tay an approbation of his deeds,and a great de- 
fire of his Domination. _ 

On the other ſide , the Chriſtians of Spaix that 
ſuffered an Age ſince, inſupportabje outrages under 
.the tyranny of the Saracens , had alſo recourſe to 
\this invincible Monarch , who , as one. always 
ready to exalt the Standard of the Faith, and to ſuc- 
cour the afflited, paſſes happily over the Pyrexcan 


. mountains , takes the City of Pampelera , crofles 


theriver Ebro, ſeizes himſelf of Sarragoſſay and af- 
terwards of Barcelona, plucks the Mahnmetans out 
of the fortreſſes that they poſſeſſed, and re-eſtabli- 
ſhed the Chriſtian Faith in all the places from 
whence the fary of that Barbarian had baniſhed ir. 
His zeal alwayes burning carried him by the ſame 
means to the Converſion of the Infidels , of which 
he cauſed innumerable multitudes to be baptized, fo 
true it is, that every thing gave way to the Arms 


Italy with an Eagies wings and a Lions ſtrength, -q and to the perſwaſions of that incomparable Prince, 


marching upon his fathers ſteps that exhaled yet the 
odour of his generous piety. He took at firſt the 


whom God ſeemed to lead by the hand to the Pol- 
ſcſlion of the Reman Empire, ” ' 
: cre 
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Here isthe great work of the Providence of God 
npon his well-beloved Charles, that he did bim this 
fayour to wear the firſt of all, the Diadem of the 
Ceſar inthe bouſe of Fraxce,and to have trafiſmit- 
red it to a ſufficient long poſterity, . 

I pray you, Reader, to obſerve here the ſacred 
traces of that wiſe Governeſs of Empires, and to 
conſider how ſhe inſenſibly colleRed all diſpoſitions 
neceMary to ſet this great King upon the Throne 


root out of the hearts of men the worſhipping of 
Images. | 

Conſtantine, Cepronymus his ſon, that defiled in 
the day of his Baptiſme the waters that purific all 
the world, continued Leo's furies, and made himſelf 
the moſt abomirable of all men, a profeſſed enemy 
of the moſt holy Virgin the mother of God, and of 
all the Saints, till ſuch time as be was conſumed by, 
the leproſie, He left an heir of his Scepter and Tm- 


of the Emperours, The Cogn of Kirgdomes 10 piety, which was called by bis Grandfathers name 


reſemble often that golden bough of Yirgi, which 
one could not pluck off from its tree by main force: 
but might be caſily taken off by an hand that had 
g00d fortune on his fide. There are many Prin- 
ces that to take Cities and Provinces by violence, 
have covered the earth with Arms, and the ſea with 
Veſſels, with a noiſe that aſtoniſhed the whole 
world, without ever compaſling their deſigns, 
whereas others have come to Crowns with as much 


Leo , a prophane and unhappy Prince, who being 
much in love with pearts and precious ſtones, took 
away from the treaſures of the Church a magnifi- 
cent Crown that the Emperour Aavrice bad de- 
dicated to God : but his crime was followed ſud- 
denly with vengeance; for ſcarce had he ſer it upon 
his head but it was covered with impoſtums and 
ſores, accompanied with a violent fever that took 
him away in few dayes, after a reign of four years 


haſte as caſineſſe, without — themſelyes,and 20 and a halt. 


almoſt without ſtirring, becauſe the hand of God 
was in the mingling of thieir affairs. 

This is the proceeding which we viſibly diſcover in 
the advancement of our Charles, whilſt he dream*d 
of nothing but on the means of exalting the Glory 
of God, and ſuccouring aflited Nations. Heaven 
labours for him in the Eaſt, in the Weſt, and raiſes 
bim occaſions, which without his thinking of it, ſer 
the Diadem upon bis head. 


He bad a ſon named Coyſtaxtine who began his 
Reign at the age of ten years, under the proteRion 
of his Mother J[rexe who was declared Regent of 
the Empire by her condition, and becauſe ſhe was 
a woman of great diſcretion and courage , the 
daughter ofa King, skilfull in holy learning,cndow- 
ed with a perfe& beauty, and accompliſhed in many 
Sraces and yirtues that rendred her Government 

lealing to all the world. he gave the direRion of 


It was already a long time ſince the Eagle of the JO ucr affairs to Stauratins,a man of ſublime capacity, 


Roman Emperours clapt but with one wing ; Italy 
having been ſo many times pillaged by the Goths, 
the Huns, the Vandals, and the Lombards. The 
courageous wiſdome of 7»ftiniax, that thought he 
had freed it from oppreſſion, did but change, not 
break its chains. The Eaſt had enough to do to de- 
fend it ſelf againſt the incurſions of the Barbarians, 
and conld no more contribute any thing to the 
Weft bur unprofitable compaſſions and griets, to 


and an equal reputation,that ſeconded all her good 
intentions, ſo that ſhe governed ten years with her 
ſon in great peace,and in the approbation of all ho- 


. neſt men. Her Regency was greatly remarkable 


for the Zeal which ſhe teſtified to the Catholick 
Faith, following the good counſels of Fope Adriay, 
and of T ara/«s Patriarch of Conſtantinople, who per. 
ſwaded her to cauſe a general Council to be held 
at Nice, where the memory of ihe proceeding Fm. 


loſe that which it could no longer keep. It bappen- qo perours that had authorized the Herelic of the 7co- 


ed, that to aggravate the evils of the ſucceſfours of 
Conſtantine, there ſprang up an Herehie of the 7co- 
noclafts, or Image- breakers, which was worſe then 
a plague of Egypt, and which being fomented eyen 
by thoſe that were upon the Throne, cauſed in. 
numerable diſaſters, and ſhook the Pillars of the 
State. 
The beginning of this unhappineſs came froM Zeo 
the 1ſauric, who being of a very baſe extraQtion, 


ncelaſts was condemned, the Images re-eftabliſhed, 
and the Devotions of the peop'e 1nflamed to their 
veneration. The Council gave athouſand benedi- 
ions to the Empreſle, even (o far as to name her, 
The Revengereſle of the Cauſe of God, the Con- 
quereſle of Impiety ; and the ProteCtreſſe of the 
Catholick Faith, All buſineſſes took a very happ 
courſe, and the State proſpered viſibly in the 8474 
of that great Princeſle. 


took in hand the Scepter of ConFtantineple,which he go But it ſeems, that diſorder is fatal to the Courts 


ſoil'd much more by his furious deportments, then 
by bis ſhamefull original.He had in his Privy Coun- 
cil a pernicious Jew that perſwaded bim to aboliſh 
the holy Images, promiſing him the Empire when 
he was yet but a private man, as the recompence of 
that Sacriledge , *and for this reaſon, he afterward 
employed himſelf abour it with fury, and caſt out 
the roarings of a Lion which were heard from Eaſt 
to Weſt, The Patriarch $. Germain oppoſed his 


of great Ones, and that virtue can never reign there 
without contradiction, The ambition that every 
one hath to promote his fortune, rhe impatience of 
Sood, the deſire of novelty, the envy that alwayes 
tollows the happy, ceaſe not ſecretly to contrive 
wicked plots-which are hatched at laſt into pernici- 
ous effeRs. T he paſſages to the ſpirit of the Empe- 
rour could not be ſo well ſtopped up, but that he 
had about his perſon ſome young men, the moſt ve. 


Edits, who was for that buſineſs deprived of his g, nomous peſtilences of the Courr, who by giving 


Dignity , and many great Perſonages horribly 
rſecuted for the ſame cauſe, ſealed with their 
loud the Belief of the Church. 

Gregory the Second thundred from. Peter*s Chair 
againſt that Lion, although he was under the Cap- 
tivity of the Lombards, and declared him not onely 
Excommunicated, but had alſo forfeited his Impert- 
al Dignity, and all the Demeſnes he pretended to 
in /taly. The rage of his Revenge cauſed a Fleet to 


him ſuſpicions of the Empreſle his mother, involved 
his Dignity and his Life in a miſery that cauſes hor. 
rour to my thoughts. They ceaſe not to infinuate 
into his heart bycurſed flatteries that gave him the 
taſte of ſin, and the love of a faulty liberty, that 
would no longer meaſure his Powers but by the 
impunity of all vices. They call'd him the pespetual 
Pupil, the ſhadow of Staxratizus, and told him that 
the abe 6f twenty years might have made him pro- 


be prepared to go down to 7ta/y,and to put this ge- 70 ceed Mafter of bis affairs, and of himſelf , thatir 


nerous Pope in chains 3 but it was caſt away, and 


death ſtrangled his deſigns, ſo that be could never 


wasan inſufferable ſhame to him to indure ſervi- 
tudeina birth that gave bim che Empire of the 
World 'B 
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The Monarche, CHARLEMAGNE. 


World , that bis mother loved his Sceptre and not 
his Perſon, and that ſhe was ſo much uſed to Reign, 
that ſhe would never quit the Sovereign Authori- 


ty, .if he did not exprels _ and Reſolution to 


be that which God was pleaſed he ſhould be born, 
with6ut dependence on any one ,. that the Pedago.. 
gy of Stanratius was infamous to a Monarch that 

ad thrice ſeven years over his head , and that he 
ought no more to play the child in a time wherein 


yenteen days together, veiled themſclyes with dark- 
neſs, and wept for the inhumanity of that crime. 
Yet I rather believe that which Cardinal Baroxius 
hath written, that his mother never conſented td 
the making of him blind}, although ſhe had given 
command to ſeize upon him , but that thoſe who 
ſeared the danger of that Commiſion ; wiſhed ra- 
ther the death of himthen the impriſonment. 

But howſoever'it came to paſs, the Empreſs took 


ſo many other Princes had plaied the Conquerours, 10 again the Governmentin hand, and ſeeing that in 


\ They talk to him ofit ſo much , that he reſolved 
to take away all Authority from the State-Officer, 
and to put his Mother our of the Government, and 
direRion of his affairs , which he began to manage 
after a ſtrange faſhion, favouring the bereſic of 4 
Teowoclaſts and all diſorders , following the advice 
of that pernicious counſel of the youth chat had be- 
gan his ruine, Jrexe had an intention at firſt to 
marry him to the Princeſs Retrade daughter of our 


that great confuſion of affairs ſhe had need of a 
ſtrong prop, ſhe ſought for , by an expreſs embaſ. 
ſage . alliance and a marriage with Charlemagne, 
which was not any way diſreliſhed , ſeeing all that 
had paſſed failed not to be coloured with fair pre- 
tences; and for that purpoſe ſent back Embaſſadours 
co her to end the buſineſs, but when they arrived 
at Conſt agtinople,they found that Nicephorys one of 
the Grandees of the Eaſt , an hypocrite and a tray- 


Charlemagne ; but ſome Greeks diverted that reſo- 20 tour to the miſerable 7rexe,had already ſeized upon 


lution, telling her, that that all.ance would give too 
great a prop to his natural diſpoſition that ſeemed 
already bad enough, and that if the Frexch began 
to ſer a ſoot in the Empire, they would one day car- 
ry the Crown upon their head. This cauſed his mo- 
ther to marry him to Mary the Armeniay , who 
wanted not good qualities, but whether it was that 
the Emperour found her not to his liking, or whe- 
ther it was to ſpite the Empreſs his mother thae had 


the Empire , and baniſhed her into the Iſle of Lez- 
bos , where ſhe died ſoon after with the teſtimonies 
of a ſtrong repentance, and a perfe& diſengage= 
ment from all worldly things, Yet this new Uſur- 
per knowing that our Charles had already been 
proclaimed Emperour in the Welt, treated him 
with great ſubmiſsions , not for the love of his per- 
ſon, but for the fear of his credit, and ot his Arms. 
Behold how Providence diſpoſed buſineſſes in the 


given her to him, he made & very ſcandalous divorce 30 Eaſt ro make him mount upon the Throne of the 


trom chatPrinceſs after he had lawfully wedded her, 
and married with a Chamber-maid of his Mothers, 
through the irregularneſs of his ſenſuality. 

The Patriarch Taraſ»s had a good mind to op. 
poſe himſelf againſt it, but ſeeing that this Privce 
enraged with love and choler threatned to open the 
Temples of the 1dols, if one croſſed the phrenſie of 
his paſſion , he held his peace , and let a buſineſs 
ſhameful ro Chriſtianity,paſs by diſfimulation. Bur 


Ceſar ſhe permitted alſo in theWeſt ſtrange reyo. 
lations, and abominable accidents, out of which by 
her extreme wiſdom and goodneſs ſhe extracted 
good for the advancement of this Monarch, Afﬀeer 
the death of Adriaythe Pope, Les the Third was 
ſet in Saint Peter's chair, but his Predeceſſonrs Ne. 
phews, that ſaw that the Pontificate had taken ano- 
ther viſage fince the City of Rowe had been delive- 
red from the chains of the Lombard, and that it be- 


Plato and T heedore who were then the two greateſt 40 gan to be protected , and courted even by Kings 


lights of Greece in holineſs and learning, much bla. 
med his proceedings, and ſeparated themſelves from 
his communion , which made a great rent in the 
Eaſtern Church, | 

' Conſtantine ſullying alſo his Loves with humane 
bloud , cauſed the eyes to be put out of his Uncle 
Nicephorss, and ot the General Alexias greatly re- 
nowned by his proweſs , which drew much hatred 
upon the perſon and government of this Prince, 


themſelves, were very liquorous after it , fo that 
bearing an enraged envy to the promotion of Les, 
they did in the heart of Chriſtianity that which one 
would have horrour to commit in the ſalyage de- 
farts of the Scythians and Tartarians. The arms of 
the City _y in their hands, they take an infamous 
band of murtherous Souldiers, fer upon the Pope in 
Rome , in full day , inthe middeſt of a Proceſuion, 
they ſeize themſelves of his perſon , in an aftoniſh- 


yet he lefc not off for all that to continue,even fo far 5o-ment that put all the world to flight, and after the 


asto take pleaſure in cutting off che rongues of ma- 
ny that diſapproved of the inſolency of his manners, 

Eighc years were already paſled intheſe diſor- 
ders, and his mother retired into her private condi- 
tion, was ſecretly ſolicited by many to rake again 
the managing of the affairs 10 {top the Riots of her 
fon. She hearkned to it , and with the affiſtance of 
Stauratins plotted an horrible conſpiracy againt 
the Emperour , whom ſhe cauſed to be apprehen- 


had laden him with wounds , and covered him with 
bloud, they pur out his eys, and curoff his tongue, 
ſhutting bim up in cloſe priſon. 

Bur God having heard him/by miracle, inſpired 
alſo a generous reſolution into ſome brave Cava. 
liers to pluck him our of that Captivity, which they 
did by an happy and-magnanimous attempr, fo that 
Leo got him to the City of Spoletzm,and in time re- 
covered Fraxce the ordinary refuge of the aMicted 


ded, impriſoned, and made blind, whereat he con- 60 Popes. The King with all his Kingdom bearing as 


ceived fo much deſpight and ſadneſs, that in few 
days he quitted the Sceptre with his lite. The wic- 
ked deportments of Conftantine , and the good re- 
putation in which 7rexe had lived till then, cauſed 
many even amongſt the Church men, ro find our 
reaſons not only to excuſe, bur alſo to approve this 
bold attempt : yetI findit ſo enormous , fo con- 
crary to the law of nature, ſo injurious to che invio- 
lable Majeſty of Kings , that my pen paſſes over it 


much compaſsion to his miſery, as veneration to his 
Dignity , cauſed him every where to be received 
with great honours , and when he was arrived near 
his perſon , he rendred him all reſpeRs and faronrs 
poſsible ſo far as to enterpriſe an expedition to 
Reme to re-eſiabliſhhim in his ſear. The Parri- 
cides that had ſo ill uſed him , failed not ro colour 
with Reaſon, that which they had done with fury, & 
accuſed the- Pope Leo of divers crimes upon which 


with horrour and cannot chooſe but condemn it, 79 they deſired that one ſhould hear a Council. But 


not only with the Law of God that dereſts it, bur 
with the heavens themſelves which hid che Sun ſc- 


PR 
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the Biſhops aſſembled ſpake aloud, that the highe{t 
throne could not be judged by any one , and _ 
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this bufineſs of neceſſity ought to be left to the 
judgment of God alone. 


Whereupon the Pope mounngiego ah bigh and” 


eminent place, to be pe:ceived of the King that was 
preſent, &of the whole : ſſembly,faid; that of his own 
good will without anyobligation,and without pre- 
judice to his digniry,he was come tojuſtific himſclt, 
& therupon called the living God wich hit holy An- 
gels,and all the Hoſt of heaven for witneſles of his 


ties of Mayence,of Reims, ofChalens,of Tonurs,and of 
Arles, He cauſed theHerefe of Felix Biſhop of Ur- 
gel ih Spainto be condenced. He wrote himſelfin the 
Latine tongue moſtexcellent Ordinances, which he 
inti:uled che Capitalarics. He cauſed great care and 
induftrytobehbad in'thecorreRion of theHolyWrit, 
thac had been alrered by ignorance, or by Hereſie, 
He ceaſed nor to ſet rimes apart for pious works, 
giving great almsinall places,and keeping a ſecond 


innocence which he confirmed bya ſolemn oath, ter- 10 Table tor twelve poor®people near his own, which 


rible even to the moſt ſhameleſs of perjured men. 
Every one ſaw that ſincerity 8 innocence ſpake by 
his mouth, &all theſtandersbythrew theſelves down 
and proſtrated themſclves before him, with cries ot 
joy and incomparable approbations of hisHolineſs, 
avouchinghim tor the trueand lawful ſucceſſor of s. 
Peter.There was nothing nowremaining as itſhould 
ſeem, but to cut in pieces the Homicides that had fo 
ontrageouſly dealt with him ; but he inftantly beg- 


he entertained with the viRtuals as his own perſon. 
He founded many Moraſlteries , and built as many 
Churches as there are letters in the Alphaber. 
God that would accompliſhin all points the hap. 
pineſs ofthis Monarch, gave him a great age in a 
ſtrong body, and a ſound health, bleſſed him alfo 
with a numerous poſterity, and let him ſee his chil- 
dren ina maturity that rendred them already capa- 
ble of the government of Empires. So he cauſed his 


ged their pardon of the King, which was the cauſe 20 ſon Zewss to be crowned alter a general conſent of 


that menwere contentedwith theirbaniſhment that 
they might not trouble any more the publickquiet, 

The Pope inſpired powerfully by God, and being 
not ignorant of the conſent of the Eaſt and/eſt tor 
the ImperialDignity,which had been to ourChar/c- 
magne many years fince, cauſed ſecretly a magnitt- 
cent Diadem to be made,and taking the occalion of 
a ſolemn day of Chriſtmas,and ofa great Ceremo- 
ny,,put it upon the head of the King, who was pray- 
ing upon his knees, whenhedream'r nor ofit,and be- 
fore a great aſſembly of all the parts ofChriſtendom 
proclaimed him Emperour. ThisaQion was appro- 
ved with an univerſal conſent, and followed with ſo 
ſtrong acclamations of the people , that -it ſeemed 
that the letters of that Election had been ſent from 
heaven. Nicephorns who reigned in the Eaftoppo- 
ſed not himſelf againit ic , but being contented to 

ofſeſs that which he bad uſurped, abandoned wil- 

ingly to Charles's pleaſure the Empire of the yet. 


his Eſtates,and appeared on thatday like a Phenix, 
which is ſaid to receive a new life from his own a- 
ſhes. He walked to theChurch in an highEquipage, 
held up by his ſon, and followed by all the Aſſem- 
bly, and having prepared upon the high Altar a 
Crown,after he had made a long and fervent pray- 
er, proſtrated before God with tis dear Lewes, he 
put the Crown upon his head, and faid to bim , 
My atar ſen, it ts to day that I die tothe Empires 


oof the world, andthat Heaven makes me born again 


in your perſey, If youwill reign happily, fear God, 
which 1s the ſource of Empires, aud the ſovereign Fa- 
ther of all Dominions : keep his Commandments, and 
cauſe them to be obſerved with an inviclable fidelity. 
T akhe the care and the protetion of his Church. Love 
Jour yorng brahers and your fifters rendring your ſelf 
goed and officions te your kindred. Honsnr the Charch- 
men as your Fathers,cheriſh tenderly your Snbjets, as 
your children; and be all your life-time the comforter 


And there was no doubt but that if Charles his mo. , , andthe Protettour of the poor.Chaſtiſe the vicious,and 


deration had not at that time planted limits to his 
happineſs he mightwith oneband haveheld thezyeſ?, 
andextended the other over the Eaft,it being moſt 
ealie for him to put by an Uſurper, tearful and ſha. 
king, and yet troubled with the image of his crime. 

In fine,our Charles entred into ſo high a point of 
yeneration,that he ſeemed to be amongltKings that 
which Kings are amongſt private men, There was 
none amongſt theSovereignPowers on earththatdid 
not deſire hisfriedſhip or hisProte&tion. AaroyKin 
of Perſia ſent him his A mbaſladors,& rich preſents, 

offering him the keys of the City of Zernſalewm,and 
| ofthe holy Sepulcher, to diſpoſe of them according 
to his will, Amiras King of the Saracens of Fez, in A- 
frica,& IdnabalaKing of Sarr agoſſa inSpain, ſought 
1n like manner thehonour of his favour, Caga»King 
of the Avares put himſelf under hisprotetion:Zar- 
dulph King of the Northumbriaxs was re-eſtabliſhed 
byhim in his Dominion HemingueKing of Denmark. 
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rrcompenſe the men of merit. EſtabliſhnotGoverumets, 
7 ages, and Officers, Which are not capable and With- 
ent reproach, and When you bave eſt ablifhed them, de - 
prive then not of their charges withont a moſt juſt 
canſe,Serve firſt of all for an examphe to all the world, 
and lead before Ged and man 8 life irreproachable. 
After this action he ſtajed about a year longer in 
the world, purifying continually his ſpirit by repen- 
rance,by good works, and by the contemplation of 
heavenly things, And when he ſaw himſelf infeted 
with an extraordinary ſickneſs, he cauſed immedi. 
ately the Sacraments to be adminiſtred ro him, and 
died with a moſt pious and moſt exemplary death, 
at the age of ſeventy two years, the fourty ſeventh 
of his reign, and the fourteenth of his Empire. His 
Corps were expoſed in publick., cloathed after the 
manner ofa King , with a Sword and the Goſpel, 
which he had fo gloriouſly defended. Then he was 
interred with a ſtately Magnificence in the Church 


rendred tohim hishomages. AchaicKing of Scorsſub- gg of Aix, the Chappel which he had builr, 


mitted himſelf unto him, AllNations repoſed them. 
ſelves under the ſhadow of his Scepter, whileſt this 
Feats was as theCompaſs,which keeps one 

oot firm in theCenter,and with the other runs the 
round of the Circumference. He watched perpetu- 
ally at bome over his Empire; and provided abroad 
that nothing ſhould ariſe to trouble his repoſe, 

He was notſo attentive to the affairs of war as not 
to give continual order to that which concerned the 
government of the State, and as not to make divers 


Rules for the good of Eccleſiaſtical and Secular bu- as 


fineſſes, He cauſed five Councils tobe held in theCi- 


He was univerſally lamented by all the world, as 
the Father ofthe Univerſe , and the ſingular orna- 
ment of Chriſtianity. The Pagans themſelves wept 
for him abundance of tears, fo true it is, that the 
goodneſs and fweetneſs of a King towards his Stb- 
jeQs, is a ray of God that renders him lovely in his 
lite, and gives ſplendour even to his aſhes after his 
death.He was afterward Canonized by Peſrhal that 
was not a lawful Pope ; but foraſmuch as the true 
ſuccefſours of S. Peter never retraRed that ation , 
he is held for a Saint,and honoured publickly in the 
Church, with the approbation of all ages. 

Saint 
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lemis the. 4" France, 
Do not forget that I have already ſpoken of * &thirdis,that he hath joined the devotion of ore 
Saint Lewss in the firſt Tome; bur becauſe that conſecrated to Religion to the courage of the Alc- 
was by accident,and by the way, I will here ex- axdeys and Coſars. 
tend my thoughts ſomewhar more largely, and give _ As for that which concerns the firſt conjunRion,it he bl 
you a more compleat Elogium of him. | is fo rare, that Terruliay, who flouriſhed 200 years marvel, 
It is very true that an Antient faith, That great 


afrer the Nativity of our Lord, when as yet there be ow 
had no ſpeech bin of any Emperour that bad imbra- Y$0.'ot 
ced Chriſtianity, ſaid, That if the Czlars ſhould be- State with 
come ( hriſtians,they would ceaſe tobe Czlars; and of 2 Goiget 


ort, ol. 
the Chriſtians tenld become C:xfars, they wonld ceaſe I 


Goodneſs is ſeldotn joined with great Power , and 
that well-accompliſhed Kings are fo few in number, 
that their names might be comprehended all roge. 
ther within rhe circumference of a Ring. Bur 1 may © 


add, that if God did rake delight ro carry this Ring 
in very deed, as the Scripture doth attribute ir to 
him in an Allegory, and if he would engrave there 
- the names of all the good Kings ; that of grear Saint 
Lewis would pofleſle the firſt place. 

This Monarch was ſo like unto virtue, that if it 
ſhould have ſhewed it ſelf on the one fide incarnate 
to mortall eyes, and Saint Lewis on the other, one 
ſhould hardly have been able to judge, which bad 
been the Copy, and which the Original. 

It isnot my intention to write of his life here, upon 
which ſo many excellent pens have labourecd very 
fortunately but to make a reflexion upon ſome prin- 
cipal points of his Government, Great things do not 
alwayes cauſe themſelves ro be known by a multi- 
tude,or great variety of diſcourſe, but oftentimes by 
draughts abbreviated. And no man in my opinion 
ought ro conceive amils of this, ſeeing that we mea- 
ſareecvery day the greatneſs of the Sun by the ſha- 


to be Chriſtians... He conceived,chat poorneſs of ſpi- 
rit could nor agree with ſo high & ſtately riches, nor 
bumility with a ſovereign Empire, or the tears of 
Repentance with the delights ofthe Court , thar the 
hungring and thirſting afcer righteouſneſs could nor 
ſtand wica ihe deſire of Conquerours,nor pitifulneſs 
with arms,nor pureneſs of heart with the converſing 
with moſt plealing beauties, ror peace would cont 
with the licentiouſneſs ef warr, and ſuffering perſe- 


20 cutions with an abſolute power to revenge ones ſelt: 


And nevertheleſs S. L: wes alone hath found means to 
joyn things togerher, which ſeem ſo contrary, in the 
higheſt degree that ever they were found to be in fo 
kingly an eſtate, Amidſt the riches of a Kingdom ſo 
abundant ; he was oot rich. but onely cowards the 
poor, & if God had permitted bim he would have as 
willingly covered bimſelt with the habit of S. Fraz- 
£15,45 with his Royal Purple, He did never conſider 
himſelf otherwiſe amonglt all the goods that be poſ- 


dow of the earth, & his goings, in the Dyals by a lit- 30 ſeſſed_bur as the Steward of 7eſus Chriſt : he left un- 


tle thread, I know that hererofore three lines only 
repreſentea upona Table,did ſer forth an Idea of the 
perfeCtion of the excellenteſt Painter in the world, 
1m the underſtanding of the $kilfull , and 1 will draw 
here three little draughts for to ſer before your eyes 
the beauty and bigneſs of the virtues of $, Lewis. 

In one word, he hath done three marvellous things, 
whereof the firſt is, that he found out the means to 
joyn the wiſdom of State with that of the Croſs. 


ro God willingly the glory of having given them 
him, to needy perſons the benefit of receiving them, 
and kepr- nothing to himſelf bur the pains of diltri- 
buting them, He aſſayed a thouſand times to enter 
into Religious orders,and yet (till anſwer, was made 
him,that God would have bim tobe King : he wore 
the Crown by way of obedicnce, he uſcd riches only 


for neceſſity, & had no orher thing in his detire then 


ſpiritual nakednefs, and a perfe& unlooſing hiraſelt 


The ſecond, that he hath planted humility upon Sce- 40 from all wor!dly things. In che midſt ofan Abſolute 


pters,where it hath ordinarily very ſlippery footing, 
and hath likewiſe placed it amongſt the Rabies = 
Diamonds of the Crown,where its [luſtre is often dar- 
kened by the too ſtately glittering of the World. 


power he was ſo meck that his heart ſeemed a Sea, 
where a calm perpetually reigned. The Scarlet of his 
attire did never colour his face with the heat of an- 
Ser, Arrogance did never puff up his words, he 
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made it his glory to communicate himſelf to the mi- 
ſerableſt,8 although he was higher then-allthe Ce- 
dars: yet he humbled his eyes even to the ſmalleſt 
worms of the earth, 1f he po___ in publick-with a 
ſplendour agreeable to tiiwDignity , in his retiring, 
he made his life a continual Repentance, whiche- 
qualled the {tri&neſs of the ſevereſt Religious ones, 
The zeal of juſtice was ſo perfe&in him, thar he 
would not uſurp a fingers breadth of Land upon his 
neighbours to the prejudice of his conſcience, and his 
generouſneſs cauſed him alſo to refuſe the Empire, 
which the Pope-and all the Princes of Chriſtendom 
offered him with a general conſent, after the depo- 
ſing of the Emperour Frederick, The exerciſes of 
War did never ſtop up in his heart the pitiful boun- 
ties that were there towards the poor, not content- 
ing himſelf to give them moſt liberally all that chey 
could expe& from his condition, but veryoften being 
ready at their hand to provide them with neceſſaries 
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thing unjuſt, of all that was profitable and glorious 
in appeararice for ſo high a Monarchy, to employ all 
the ſubtleties and all rigour that might obtain their 
purpoſes, to beat down all that they might raiſe 
themſelves, and to ruine all to make themſelyes 
great. S. Lews onthe —_—_ cauſed the glory and 
intereſt of God to march at the head of is actions, 
eſteemed himſelf licte, prized the benefit of the pub. 
lick above all things, | bonoured the Pope with a fin. 


10 pular reverence, entertained as much as he could 


Peace with the Princes of Chriſtendom, never un- 
dertook any thing tothe prejudice of his conſcience, 
would not buy a Kingdom wich the ſmalleſt lye, 
made evengything ſerye for Religion, valued nothin 
great that was not juſt, nothing glorious that as, 
not with equity, and meaſured all by the Law of 
God, and the benefit of his SubjeRs. 

Ifit be true, which our Saviour faith, That we 
ſhould judge of men by their deeds and by the fruits 


for their life. Amidſt the great tumults of war he 20 oftheir actions , who ſees not, that thoſe men with 


was alwayes peaceable, never making any war but 
for neceſſity, or for zeal of the glory-of God, 
but carrying throughout all places peace with. an 
exceeding meckneſs. His chaſtity amidſt all rhe 
delights 'of ſo greata Realm was alwayes impene- 
trable by: the darts of love, 'and his heart was 
like the bed of the Phenix, which takes no fire 
but from the beams of the Sun. He was perſecuted 
by the tongues of ſlanderers, by the arms of his 


their refined politick Maxims did very ill govern 
themſelves, ſeeing that after ſo general a diſſipation 
of bloud,of men andof wealth, they buried their for- 
tunes in the ruines of the publick? And this man with 
his honeſty,which others do take for ſimplicity, did 
free himſelf happily from civil warrs, fruſtrated the 
ſubtleties of the craftieſt, brought to the ground the 
ſtrength of the mightieſt, ſecuring his. Crown and 
Scepter in the hands of a woman againlt the enter- 


kindred, by the chains and priſons of Infidels, by the 30 priſes of men ſubtle and intereſſed. He made forein 


ingratitude of thoſe upon whom he had heaped good 
turnes,without having one leaſt motion to revenge , 
rendring alwayes good for evil : andif juſtice did re- 
quire of him reaſonable puniſhment of the wicked, 
he paid the Þribute that Kings owe to the Sovereign 
Power, without ever altering the quietneſs of his 
minde.in ſuch manner,as if you will judge tightly of 
that which I have ſaid, you will finde that S. Lewss 
bath brought the cight Bearitudes to the Court, and 


warrs for the pure glory of God without oppreſ- 
ling his people. He governed his Kingdom in Peace, 
in Piety, in Juſtice, and in the abundance of all 
things, leaving a large poſterity, which ſits even yer 
upon the chief Thrones of Chriſtendom. 

May we not well affirm that this Prince was indu- 
ed with marvellous wiſdom, ſeeing that be knew 
God the fountain of all Eſſences, and judged of all 
things according to the Rules of the eternal truth ? 


hath bappily joined the higheſt Maxims of the Goſ- 4o From this Fountain there ran down in his ſoul two 


pel, to the Policy of a great Kingdom. 
Nevertheleſs, ſome one may make himſelf believe, 
that he was not ſufficiently refined in the Tenets of a 
great States-man, bur that the'exceſliveneſs of his de- 
votion muſt needs mollifie ſemewhat the vigonr of 
his underſtanding, and that the tenderneſs of his con. 
ſcience was incompatible with che Principles of thoſe 
Politicians that are compleat in the managing of af.. 
fairs.) intreat my Reader to conſider here the great 


_ Rivulets, which were, the great contempt that he 


had of the world, and the perfe& union which he 
had with God, whixh poured forch a vigorous in. 
fluence upon all his undertakings. From hence came 
that good choice that he took for the ordering of his 
life, mingling contemplation with ation, which were 
as two ſiſters mutually helping each other, It hap- 
pens ſometimes to men; that ſome are carryed away 
with the world, and others flying from it, carry it 


errour of the Politick ones of the world, that will be 50 along with them, The one ler themſelves run with 


wiſe without God and believe that the Empires and 
Kingdoms of Chriſtendom _ founded in Piety & 
Juſtice can maintain themſelves happily, and increaſe 
by the ſubtleties and, Maxims thatare common a- 
mongſt the Pagans and Mahometans, Let any one 
compare the Fredericks (Emperonrs)that flouriſhed 
in the ſame age with Saint Lews the King, let one 
weigh the Principles of the one and of the other, ler 
him examine their ap my. 4: and look upon the 


the torrent of corruprions, the other retiring them- 
ſelves to ſolitarineſs, carry withthem all their world- 
ly affections which do but ſleep, and caſt forth Mill 
ſparkles under the aſhes. Bur $. Lews being within 
the world, was nothing leſs then of the world; ſee. 
ing that amidſt the. meeting with ſo many people, 
which encompaſſed him every day, he built himſelfa 
defart in his heart, and in the midſt of a great Sea of 
affairs, he lived as the fiſhes that are ſilent in the 


ſucceſſe, and they ſhall finde,thar the honeſt wiſdom 60 reatongy of the waves, and keep themſelves freſh a- 


of our King bath ſurpaſſed all the ſubtleties of thoſe 
great brains, and that theſe lights have as far excel- 
Icd thoſe their falſe glances, as the eyes of the Eagles 
are far above thoſe ofthe Owls, 

The Fredericks aimwas to look at themſelves, to 
bring allo their own ends, to complain _ the 
Pope,to conteſt with the Princes, to regard nothing 


midſt the briny waters. 

The ſweet familiariry that he had with his Re- 
deemer, did not ſteal from him the care of his em- 
ployments, and Government of his Kingdom, ſec- 


ing that alwayes like the beams of the Sun, he touch- 
ed the carth without leaving heaven. 


The ſecond marvel of $. Lewis, to have lodged The & 
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but their own greatneſs, to have nothing in eſteem hnmility upon the glittering ſplendor ofhis Diadem, 3%; 4s ag 
but their ownintereſt, to meaſure the trueand the & to have preſerved this place for it, amengſ all the union ot 
falſe by their own profic, to keep Religion under 97 occaſions which'mighc invite him to make uſe of his >*mlity 


os up" - and royall 
the State, to think that a good conſcience wasan greatneſs. One may avouch that this virtue in what greancs. 
hinderance to great deſigns, and thatthere was no. 


place ſoever it is found, is alwayes great,and $. Paal 
juſtly | 
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juſily calls it, the virtue of 7e/ns Chrift by excellen- 
cy : but when it mingles it ſelf with the ejtate of 
Great ones, it carryes away the admiration ot-man- 
kind, We are all born with the defire of honour, and 
this appetite deviated from: its prope excclleiice is 
found even in the loweſt perſons. In the age 'palt, 
there was found in India a people called the Yerrass, 
of ſo grols an underſtanding, and uncomely in body, 
which lived fo baſely that they car nothing bur roail- 
ed Ants and Crocodiles tails, and nevertheleſs they 
were ſo proud, that when they ſpake to them ot bap- 
tizing them,they asked if they ſhould be baptized in 
the ſame water with other people and ifchey world 
have no reſpe& to their quality, 11 preflumption 
doth take ſuch hold on ſuch baſe fouls, 1 leave it ro 
you to conlider what effe& it might have on thole 
thac are lifted up in all qualities above the common 
ſort. There is no doubt that ambition ruleth over all 
our ations ; and thar to ſee a Prince humble amidit 
the flatteries of che Coure, modeſt with an abſolute 
power, victorious over vanity inthe midlt of the great 
mortifying of truth, which comes into the cabinet of 
Kings, like money into their coffers, wich very much 
diſguifing and diminution, is a wonder almolt as rare 
as if one ſhould ſce'the ſtars to walk on the earth. 
And nevertheleſs S. E:wis, as he had very great 
wiſdom and a perfe& knowledge of the life of man, 
v7as 2 foul the molt humble, the moſt meek and mo!t 
amiable thac ever converſed amongit men in the k2 
eſtate, Princes have had art all times an high ambition 


which have cauſed themſelves to be called tlic bre. 

thren of the Sun,& cofins to the Stars, others would 

be rhe Arms, the Eyes, the Rubies of the world, and 

fome rhe Saviours and the Gods : bat our Monarch 

named himſelf Lew of Poyſſy the humble ſervant of 
7eſas, accountins it, that the highelt greatneſs of a 
<cepter was to f:rve God. Hence he delired noching 

ſo ardently,in all his behaviour, as ro humble himſclf 
betore God, by a perfeRt examination, without re- 
raining any thing more ot himſelf then this high point 
of humility. When he entred inio Damiata,the firlt 
town that he conquered in his voyage to Feypr, he' 
cauſed not himſelf to be carried in a chariot drawn 
with Lions or Elephants as the Romany Captains uſe 
to do, but he cauſed the Croſs ro march before him, 
and followed it with a bare head and naked feet. And 
when at the Council of Ly-us they ſpoke of giving 
him the name and quality ofan Emperour,he avoid. 


Saint 'L EW I S. 


nually even tothe feet of the poor ,&that the moſt ill 
favour'd, He was ſeen ro-bow himſelf,& to make clean 
the ulcers of the leprous, ſo horrible that people caſt 


- bread co them afar off, not any one daring to come 


near them.He was ſeen in the champians ot Aſa and 
Africa,to ſeek out the bodies of his paor <ubj<Rs all 
ſtinking with corruption, to bury .them with his. 
Royal hand. O what a triumph of humility ishere ! 
O what ardency of charity ! and -whcere is it thar 


toGodcan place the condemnation of our pride ard 


rardneſs of our hearts more high, then upon the 
perſon of this great King ? 
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Laſily, the third miracle that we obſerve in the life The rhird 


0&5. L:w3s,1s,that he hath joined the devotion of the 
moſt pe: fe religious ones, with the courage of the 
mol} invircable eonquerou:s.Here itis that 1 co chal. 
lenge a!! thoſe brave ones in appe:rance, all thoſe 
Pban:aſms of valour,for to teltific unio them that S, 
Lewis was one of the molt veliant & moſt courzge- 


20 ous Princes that ever bore <Ecepter it Chriſtendom, 


For wheze is valiantneſs placed, according to Ariſte- 
tle,itit be nor conceived in the underſtznding? & fit 
trend nor to virtuous ations, would you thar 1 ſhould 
account it an action of courage & ability ro hew men 
in picces,& to fill the world with maſſecres for to cC= 
tent the rage, for to nour:ſhan ambition, or latisfy a 
revenge 2 Godſorbid that we ſhould judge fo bafcly 
of a virtue that makes the demigods.it the intentions 
thereof be not right .ifthe ations thereot be ror ju- 


35 ſtitable,if irs effets be no: comendable,its is a ſpirir 
co carry in their titles great. names. There are ſome 


that ſ:duces us, and not a perkeRio: that reAtihes us, 

Tie valour of. $. L-wis was the efteRt of a lively 
fairh,of an incomparable wifdom,ot a ſtrong ard pu- 
iſfanc charity , faich filed him with confidence, wil- 
dom with moderation,& charity wich boldneſs, This 
valour was enhivened by three loves, which the Di- 
vines do obſcrve, which are, the love incomparable, 
the love ardent,and the love indefatigable. The love 
1ncomparable,caufed him to forſake a great ard flou- 


40 riſhing Kingdom, ( filled with peace,contentments, 
« and delights, where he might have lived under the 


ſhadow of his Paim-rrees in all happinefs, ) to tran- 
ſport himſelt into che Land of the Saracens, & there 
to ſuffer all the inconveniencies of nature, The ſame 
love cauſed him ro carry the Queen his wite young 
and tender,amongſt fo many foaming rocks,to many 
ſeas, ſo many moniters,and ſo many tempelcs. The 
ſame love perxlwaded him to phe; Kar the Princes 
his children 18 their render age 1a this voyage, con- 


cd that honour like a tempeſt, and choſe rather the 50 ceiving that he ought nor to ſpare any thing which 


extremity of ſufferings amongſt the Saracens, then 
ro aſcend into the throne ofthe Ceſars. He carryed 
his Royalty, as it were a mountain on his back, ar 

there was no greater ſervitude in the worid to him, 
then his greatneſs, When he could free himſcli of the 
neceffary ceremonies in publick tor a perſon of his 


quality,and that he had full libercy to converſe with 
inferiour ones, he was as a fiſhin his water. This wiſe 
humility cauſed thar he entertained the wholeworld, 


the ſervice of God might require. The ardent love 
cauſed him to expoſe his Royal perſon, not onely ro 
wearineſs,but tothe moſt dangerous blows of batte!s, 
]here is a certain jealous {triftneſs of judgment, in 
the underſtanding of inen, which would not that any 
one perſon ſhould be excellent in the degree of $0- 
vereignty in t00 illuſtrious qualities. The reputation 
of Arms took away the high citle oi eloquence [rom 
?olirs Ceſar;ard we may tte that S. Lewss content. 


every one accordirs to hisdegree with great conſi- 60 ed bimſelt with his raredevotion,withour raking har 


deration.He honoured the Queen his Mother all his 


life time with a reſpeRt which approached near to re. 
verence.He was wonderfully kind to all his kindred, 


& courteous to all thoſe chat came to him, which he 
did without ceremonies, withour conſtraint, but with 
an unparalleld cordialnefs ; for that his humility was 
rooted ina deep charity which gave all the motions 
to his ſoul. Re walked oftentimes in publick ina plain 
garment of chamlet, andif he had feen the riot that 


bigh part that he deſerved in valour. Bur this 1 the 
truth, that he was courageous, heroical,ard valiant a- 
bove all thoſe brave ones whom the opinion of men 
do often dceific without very much deferr. Together 


marvel his 
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with all his devotion, be ſeemed to have 6bliped him-- 


{|fro take uparms againſt his enemies,even trom his 
rendereſt infancy. Re made wars both by Sca & Land 
in Exrope, Aſia,& Africa He was fet upon in his mi- 
nority by the neighbouring Princes, & by the grezt- 


now reigns in our behaviour, he would have taken 70 eſt Lords of is State, from which he freed himſelf, 
our converſation for ſome AZ1ſcorade.He converſed 
not only with the pleineſt, but abaſed himſclſ contt- 


both by wiſdom and valour, marching forth into the 


field,avith the affiſtarce of God,and good countel of 


Terea bis 
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his Mother, He diſarmed Philip his Uncle by courte- 
ſie,the Englifh by force , he vanquiſhed the incon- 
ſtancy of Theobald by his ſtedfaſtneſs, & the ſelt-con- 
ceiredneſs of Peter de Drues by his patience. After he 
had pacified bis Kingdom, he undertook the Holy 
War,by a p ous generouſneſs of heart, in the which 


| he ſhewed marvellous valiantneſs of his perſon, 


?.anville that was preſent ſaith, that he Rtoutly ven- 
tured himſelf into the hotteſt conflicts of the battali- 
ons, & fought fiercely with his own hand, ſcattering 
and —_— the Saracens that oppoſed his en- 
rerprizes. They ſpeak mnch of the valour of Arr:/a, 
thatyiſiting a cerrain place, was ſet upon by two ſoul- 
&ers,chat Pad a purpoſe to kill him, & eſcaped both 
the one and the other by his valour and mention.Bur 
S. Lewis On a day having gone al:de from the Army, 
ws ſer upon by tix whom he put to flight by a victo- 
rious reſiſtance. When they were ae: doubt a- 
bout going a ſhore in his firlt voyage to Africa, he 
was the firſt that chrew himſelf.upon cheCoaſt of the 
Enemies with his ſword in his hand without any a- 
mazement, although be was up to the neck in water, 
When he was ſecn at the beginning of the batrel ar. 
rayed in his Royal \rms, he appeared like a Sun to 
the whoie Army; but as ſoon as he began to enter in- 
ro the fighi,he was lik- a lightning that made a won- 
derfull flaſhing npon the Infidels, rogether with all 
the mis!0: rune of the time, wherewith he was over- 
borne: he rook the great and famous City of Dami- 
atain his firſt voyage, he diſcomſited the Saracens 
in two bartels, he fortified four great places in Syri, 
he compe'l:d the Emmiers of Egype to reſtore him 
his priſoners, he provided for the ſafety of all the 
Chriſtians that were remaining in Paleftine.1n his ſe- 
cond voyage,he vanquiſhedat the firſt onſet the 4- 
fricaxs which had anciently made 7taly, Greece, and 
Spain to tremble, and had fo long time diſputed for 
the Empire of the world wich the Romaxnr, andif he 
had not been hindred by (icknefſe, he had forthwith 
made bimſelf Maſter of Tani and Carthage. 


20 the yoke,and the ſeas bave ſpread their back me c0- 


coming upon him,with a ſettled countenance, he dif- 
poſed of the affairs of his Kingdom and of his houſe, 


with a great judgement; gave very excellent inſtru- 


ions to the Prince's children,comtorted all his good 
ſcrvams, ſtreng:bened himſelt with the Sacraments, 
entred into extaſies of divine love, which drove our 
of his heart all the cares of this preſent life, The poor 
Prince ſooner failed of his life then he could fail of 
his conſtancy and faithfulneſs to his high virtue, 


10 It is here, O Providence,thar you cover with a ca- 


nopy of the night & darkneſs the great events of the 
affairs of the world, it is here that- we acknowledge 
your government. This Prince ſo wiſe, ſo humble, fo 
holy, which deſerved that the world ſhon!d bend un. 
der his Laws, & to have conſtrained good fortune to 
fly no where but about his colours, in the mean while 
was handled by you,as it ſeems to many, not like to 
an indulgent Mother; but as by a {tep-mother, ſevere 
& rigorous. Alas ! the Lands haue often undertaken 


verlids by a pleaſing calmneſs under the arms & veſ- 
ſels of Pirats, Was there none but this Monarch to 
whom all creatures ought to have ſerv'd as a defence: 
that could deſerve to be ſo evil handled at your 
hands ? In the firſt of hits expeditions he loſt his ther- 
ty,and inthe ſecond his life, What is the meaning of 
this, O Providerice ? draw che curtain a little, enco- 
ver your ſecrets,and unſcal our eyes to behold them. 

She arſwereth, that the general truth hath revealed 
to us in the Goſpel his judgment on this point, when 


30 he ſaid to the 7:s5,which were come to take him, be- 


hold your hour, & the power of darkneſs, It is true 

that by acertainorder of God, & for cauſes very rea- 
ſonable, well known to his Providence, the evil ſpirits 
have their reign & their time, wÞ good men are nor 
able ro hinder,no-more then the winter & the night, 
and that the ſovereign Creatour & Governour of all 
things bath limited their powers and their endurings 
by certain celefital periods, w*h being not yet come to 
an end,do make all the endeavoursWhich can be ufed 


Behold what this ardent love did by his hands. But 40 to deſtroy them unprofitable. This is the cauſe why 


the love indefatigable,the true and faithful charaRer 
of a great ſtoutneſs of courage,cauſed him not to be 
amazed at any thing & that he continned wiih an in- 
vincible magranimity, under the moſt burchenſome 
accidents that contraried his enterprizes. This love 
cauſed him to make tryal of another voyage,. after 
the ſad accidents of the firſt: this love cauſed thar the 
ſeas filled with terrours,the Lands with Ant-heaps of 
$ aracen: formed into Battalions, the air that ſeemed 


ſrom every part to ler fly arrows of peltilence, the 50 God,ſhould nor juſtly alwayes be commen 


wayes which were full of toils, the wars of terrours 
ind maſſacres, the encounters of evil ſucceſs, and.the 
champions of a million of divers kinds of death, never 
alt: red the conſtancy of bis invincible heart. The very 
day of his captivity, after he had loſt a great batrel 
which overthrew all his affairs, when as he ſaw the 
wayes covered with the dead bodies of his ſervants, 
when he faw the river Ns1»s ſmoaking and bubling 
upthe French bloud, when as the arrows of the $4- 


there is not taken in hand with ſuch eagerneſs as 
might be, Wars in the Eaſt and Africa, nor that we 
ſhould nndertake great deſigns againſt the powers of 
darkneſs,if we canot ſee by very evident conjectures 
that God diret; us as by the hand. Nevertheleſs as 
he reveals not alwayes to the Saints, the times, & ſea- 
ſons of Empires, it happens, that thoſe that with great 
zeal, and very rational prudence, do embark them. 
ſelves in generous deſigns to advance the glory of 

9d even 
in the default of good ſucceſs. And I may very well 
fay,that the moſt glorious ations of $, Lew: was his 
priſon and his death : For to kill the Saracens, ro 
make mountains of dead bodies, rivers of bloud, to 
overthrow Cities all in a ſmoak , this is that which 
Chamgy & T amerlax baye done. But todo that wc 
S. Lewis hath done, it is it which hath no compare 
it is that which the Angels would do willingly, if 
they could merit it by a mortal Body.God which had 


racens did fly round about bis head, like the hail on 60 drawn him from his Kingdom with the faith of 4bra- 


a Winters day, when as he was taken and carried to 
the Aunt of the Sx/tay,& that be heard the clamours 
of thoſe outrageous mouths, that he ſaw ſo many in- 
fernal face; that might ſhake a foul of the ſtouteſt 
temper, he remained ſtill in a great tranquillity of 
mind, and asked bis Page for his book of prayers, 
which being ready, he bc ganto perform the dury of 
his Orazons,which he p erte1 every day ts God, 


ham, which had led him through ſo many dangers 
with the guiding of Aefes, gave him in the end,to 
ſeal up his great aCtions,the patience of 7b. And to 
counter b: Yance thar, which the world efteems miſ- 
hap, he would have him to govern a great Kingdom 
4 long time, with an high wiſdom, & profonn! peace, 
an exaQ juftice for the good & repol* of his people 

8 anuncredible ſweetneſs of ſpirit, which hath made 


with as quiet a ſpirit as if he tad been returned from 70 him the moſt amiable of all Kings onthe earth, ar d a 


taking a walk in his girdens.” The very day that he 
was {eized npon by the peltilence, be beheld death 


creat Saint in Paradiſe, by the conſent ot all mor- 
tals, and the Univerſal approbation of the Church. 
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| Nei nothing Feminine in this Woman , 


all in her is Male, all in her is Generous, all 
in her is full of Prodigies. Nature hath put 
nothing in her but the Sex , ſhe hath lefr ro Virtue 
ro make up the reſt, who after ſhe had laboured a 
lons time in this her Maſter-picce, incorporated her 
ſelfin her work. Never was beauty better placed 
then npon this face , which bears a mixture of Ter- 
rour and of Love: Lovely inits Graces, Terrible 
in its valour. 
came thither for gothing but to draw the ſword ? 
Her-hand did much by deſtroying ah 1co05e0 men 
in one onely head , bur her eye did much more 
then her hand : it was that, thar firſt criumphed 0- 
ver Holephernes, and with a little ray of its flames 
burnt upa whole army, O what a magnificent em- 
ployment had Love in this a& of hers! and to ſay 
truth, he conſecrated his arrows, never was he .jn- 
nocent in his Combats, never was he fo glorious in 
his Triumphs. 

Repreſent to your ſelves a Nabnchadnezzar in 
the flower of his age,in the vigour of his Conqueſts 
holding a ſecret Council wherein he makes a reſo. 
lution ro ſubdue the World. After a ſhort conclu. 
ſion of an affair ſo grear, be calls Holophernes , and 
commands him to march towards the Weſt with an 
Army of 100000 Foot, and 12000 Horſe. All 
the Captains aſſemble themſ:lves together, and in 
all places ſouldiers ſwarm. It ſeems that tha: brave 
General did nothing but give a ſtamp with his foot 
to procreate armed men.Bebold him already envi- 
roned with Legions all glittering with fire and 
flames ; his Army is on foot with an horrible Ar- 
tillery of military. Engines, and a great preparation 
of Yidual and Ammunition. - It ſeemed that hea- 
ven looked zpon this Hoſt with affrightment , and 
that the earth ecchoed at every ſtep under the clat- 
tering of its Arms, The motions of it give terrour 
to the, ſtouteſt ſort, and confuſion tothe weaker , 
before it marches Noyſes, Aﬀerights, and Threats, 
after it, Weepings, Ruins, and Deſolations, 

Holophernes is in the middle as a Giant with an 
hundred arms, wck promiſes to himſelf ro demoliſh 

ſmoaking Cities , to overthrow Mountains, and to 


beat all Arms to powder with the lightzing of his 
eyes. Ambaſſadours ofall Nations are ſeen wait- 
ing at bis gate, who preſent unto him Crowns, who 
offer Tapers and incenſe, deſire peace and mercy 
of him, and beſecch him to grant them ſervitude, 
But this ſupercilious General would march upon 
the heads of men, and make himſelf a river of Bloud 
to water therewith his Palms. : 

Fame that publiſhing with an hundred mouths the 


What a Court-Lady is this , that 10 waſts that that Army made on all ſides, failed not ro 


fly unto Feru/alem, and to carry that fad news un- 
ro the pzople of God. Nothing was then heard but 
the fighs and groans of a ſcared people,who behold- 
ing that furious Tempeſt coming afar off had neither 
heart nor arms to oppoſe themſelves againſt ir. 
Their courages were diſmaicd, their hands weak, 
their tongues mute; they had no other defence bur 
their tears which they powred out in abundance to 
begin the funcrals of cheir Countrey. 


20 Aaxaſſchreigned at that time in Pernſalem, fe- 


ven hundred years before the Nativity of our Lord, 
who ſeeing no expedient ro divert this miſery,aban- 
doned himſelf co lilence, and to darkneſs. Burt 7oa- 
chim the High Prieſt,executing a Captairs office to- 
gether with a Prieſts,encourzged bis poor people,& 
wiped offtheir tears ro make them ſee the firlt ray 
of hope which they conceived of their dear Liberty. 

He diſpatches Poſts to all parts, and commands the 
cities that were menaced with the marches of thac 


o4rmy to contribute all that they were able,of Mony 


Iron, Men, and Vicuals,to beat back the common 
Enemy ; and above all to prepoſſcſs themſelves of 
the ſtreichts of the mountains, to ſtopup the paſ- 
ſages, where a few men would be able ro do much, 
rather then .to expe them in the champian, where 
ſo great forces would ſwallow up all that could be 
Oppoled againft them. 

_ Aﬀer this he commands publick prayers ro be 
made, where the Altar of God was covered with 
ſackcloth, and the Prieſts with hair-clotb,all chepeo- 
ple were ar their ſupplications, rears, and fattings, 
eventhe children proftrated theraſelves on the earth 
and cryed to implore the mercy of God. 

This excellent High-Prieſt not being norine 
tnat 
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that with Piety we ought to move the hand, conten= 

ted not himſelf onely to weep before the Altar, but 
viſited in perſon the Cities and Burghs, td 
the aflited,, tirring up the ſlack, {treng;hnin 
the weak, and doing that which the infuſion of the 
ſoul doth in the Body, in giving life and vigour 0 
all-che members of the Stare. 

The news comes t@ Holophernes, that the Jews 
prepared themſelves to make reſiſtance to his Army 
whereat he entred into great fits of choler, and cal- 
led the Princes of the Ammonites and of the Moa- 
bites that were in his army with bim, to know what 
forces that people might have that were diſpoſed 0 
make an oppoſition. Then Achior Prisce ot the 
Ammonites roſe up, and made him a long narration 
of the original and qualities of the Jews, relling him 
by pite&mtal how that Nation came” fron the 
Chaldeass, and feparared therfelves from them by 
reaſon of Religion, deſpiſing all the Gods of the 
Gentiles, and believing but one God the Maker of 
Heaven and earth, He added how they went into 
Egypt when there was a great famine, and that they 
were there ſo exceedingly multiplyed, that they 


began to give terrour to the Egyptians, who ceaſed | 


not to torment them. But that God revenged their 


injuries by horrible plagues from Heaven , thar' 


made hayock of all Egypt, ſo that their Land-Lords 
were conſtrained to let them go whitherſocver ir 
ſeemed good unto them. 


But Pharachthe King having made a reſolution 30 | cr 
- to be yacant to things Divine; there was her Orato. 


to purſue them, and to deſtroy them utterly, was 
buried with all his Army in the red-Sea, through 
which that people had palſed on dry-foor. From 
thence they journeyed through the barren deſerts 
of Ar2bia,where their God miraculouſly nouriſhed 
them,viving ihem food from heaven, and comman- 
ding the Roeks.to opento them ſprings and foun- 
rains. Furchermore he advertiſed Holophernes thar 
when things were well between their Maſter and 


to 2dvance to ſurpriſe the little B:thalia, but he ſaw 
bimſclf combated by gen inviſ.ble, hidden inthe 
mountains,ihat much gauled his Army, being coop- 


- edup in very narrow paſlages.14is captains counſel. 


led him not co torment his ſouldiers unprofitably , 
but to ſeize ontly upor: the Channels of the foun- 
tains that carryedthe water'to the City , and that 
would be a mearisto take it without putting him- 
ſelf ro much trouble, This was performed}, andit 


to proved yery effeual , for the people ſeeing them- 


ſelves deprived of the commodines of thoſe fair 
ſcurces that gaye them drink, begin ro;murmur a- 
loud againft the Prieſts, who by their raſhneſs had 
reſiſted ſo prodigious a power, againſt the example 
ot ſo many Nations,and cry out-that they were bet- 
ter render theſelyes to the Aſſ5rians, then ſee their 
wives & children buried in the fame romb, Oztarin 
the abſence of Joachim appcaſed them by his tears, 
& cauſed them to reſolve on a patience of five days. 


20 - This City of Berbelia bad within the circuit of its 


walls a great Treaſure, whoſe merit it was not yet 
ſufficiently acquainted with, It was the valorons 7#- 
dith, in whom heayen had put rare qualities, & God 
had choſen her to give ſafety to her Countrey. She 
was of an high extraRtion, of the Tribe of Rexbey 
three years and an halfa Widow, beautiful even to 
perfection,of a chaſtity and: reputation inviolable , 
Extream rich, but above all, devout and virtuous. 
She had built on the top of her houſe alittle Soli. 
tude whither ſhe with her maids retircd themſelves 


ry , there her intercourſes with God, and from 
thence mounted to Heaven her p:ayers that carried 
up the groans of her people even to the throne of 
the moſt High, | 

The holy Lady had her innocent fleſh loaden with 
a rough hair-cloth, faſted every day, except the Sa- 
turdayes, and the ſolemn feaſts thar were amongſt 


_the Fews, her beart was inflamed with an incredible 


them, they were invincible, which viſibly appeared 4 Zeal of the glory of God,and rouched to the quick 


by the victories they obtaincd over the ' Amorites , 
the 7:bftes, and the Perefites, and other, Nations 
which they had devoured as fire would dothe chaff, 
poſſeiiing themſeves of their Lands, and eftates.Buc 
if it happened that they were defiled with ſome ini- 
quity, there was nothing more weak then they, by 
reaſon that they. were then forſaken of heaven , 
and leſt to their own ſelves:and therefore he adviſed 
him not to hazard any thing againſt them, before 


wich the miteries of her people. 

When ſhe underſtood what had been reſolved on 
at the Aſſembly;and that the City was to be yielded 
1n five days,ifit had no other relief, ſhe ſpake to 0- 
2445 the Prince of the people,and to the Prieſts that 
governed, and made rhem a moſt excellent adver- 
tiſement upon what had paſſed at their laſt conven- 
tion.She told chem, That it was to tempt God, to 
preſcribe to him the time of his mercies, and not to 


he knew the condition wherein they were at preſenr, 5Q expect it of his Providence , that it did not belong 


becauſe thac if they were well united to the Deity, 


wei they worſhipped, he ſhould carry away nothing 


but confuſion. 

Holopheraes's Captains hearing Achior*; diſcourſe, 
loaded him with reproaches,tor that he had fo much 
as a thought that ſo ſmail an handful of -people, and 


11 trained ſhould be able to refit a Royal Army of 
Nabuchadnezzars, The General holds him for a mad 


man,and commands him ro be delivered to the Zews 


to men ſto diſpoſe of heaven, who are reſerved to 
the diſpoſul of their Sovereign Maſter , that they 
ought ;onely to think upon the performance of an 
exa& repentance for the fins of their life paſt, and 
imploring the divine clemency with the effuſion of 
rears,which well knew how to find a remedy to fo 
great neceſſities. She made chem underſtand thar 
good men are neceſſarily proved by divers Tribula- 
tions,& that thoſe that bear them with patience are 


ſince he was a Few in hearr & affeRion, And indeed, gy at laſt glorious before God; But thoſe that diſquier 


the ſouldiers having taken him and bound him to a 
tree, lefr him to the diſcretion of thoſe of the City 
of Bethelia,who carryed bim away,andhaving pre- 
ſented him tothe Prieſts that governed, and to all 
the AfMembly of the Ciry,enquired of him of all that 
had paſſed about him.He ſtraighrway made them a 
long &iſcourſe,and exalted the Teſtimonies that he 
had given to the Majeſty of their God, wherear all 
betook themſelves to weep for joy, and praiſed the 


themſelves and murmur, haye no profit by their af- 
flictions,& provoke wrath from on high kn redou- 
bles ſcourge upon ſcourge to puniſh their rebellion. 

' Inthe end ſhe perſwaded them, thart ſeeing they 
were the Heads of the People, and that ſo many 
ſouls breathe not but by their breath, they would 
not fail to exhort them to a further patience. The' 
principal men of the City were raviſhed with a 
mouth that ſpake ſo divinely;and the words that iſ- 


Divine Goodneſs , proſtrating themſelves on the 70 ſucd from fo fair a ſource,had a grace incomparable 


ground,and promiſing all favour to their Priſoner. 
inthe mean while Ho/oph:raes caules his Troops 


to ſubdue the moſt obdurate hearts.T hey all avow- 
ed that ſhe wasa woman according to the heart of 
| God 
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God;that had ſpoken worthily, & there was nothing 
deficient in her diſcourſe.But ſhe ſubmicted her ſelt 
by a greathumility to their judgments,and beſecch- 
ed them to leaye one of the city gates free for her to 
go out at that very night,accompanied with her ſer. 
vant,for ſhe had ſome good work in her heart for 
the ſafety of her Conntrey; and intreated, that it 
might be recommended to the prayers of the whole 
Aſſembly without curiouſly inquiring what it w:s 


that Ged would do by ber means. Ozias anſwered 16 my heart, words to my mouth, ard 


her that ſhe might go in peace; and that he prayed 
that her a&tion might ſucceed to the good of the u- 
niverſal people. | 

Here perhaps may ſome men be aſtoniſhed, that a 
woman ſhould rake the boldneſs to go and adviſe 
the Magiftrates,and the Prieſts, and the ſeverer ſort 
of cenſurers 'will ſay, that by right 7«dith ſhould 
have been ſent home to her diſtaff, They will al. 
ledge,that the Jews give = day thanks to God 
in their. prayers for that he 
born Women. Antienly, they were placed in the 
Ghurches on the North-{1de,from whence the <cri- 
pture makes all the evil of the world ro come, Chry- 
ſologus hath alſo ſaid, that woman was the Way of 
Death,the Title of the ſepulcher,&the gate of Hell, 

Bur this ought to be underſtood of thoſe that fol- 
low the ſteps of the firſt of Women, & not the wayes 
of the chief of Virgins. Thoſe who abandon them- 
ſelves to lyxury,to vanity,and todiſſolute pleaſures 
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Coloſſus by « womans hand, Thy frength is not in 
the multicade of ſouldiers, nor in the valour of C a- 
valiers.It is not thoſe proud warriours that oughtco 
expe the ſuccour of thy arm:buc it is the Prayer of 
the humble that gaios thy heart, and draws thy for- 
ces to their proteRtion,God of the heavens,cteatour 
of the waters, and the God ofall nature, hear thy 
poor ſeryant that preſumes nothirg but from thy 
mercy. Remember thy Covenant, give counſel to 

firer th to my 
hands, for the deferice of thy Houſe; and ilar all the 
Nations of the habicable world may know , that 
there is not any other God btit thee. 

Such were the Arms and tng;nes of this excellent 
woman, ſuch was the confidence ſhe had in theGod 
of hoſts, Afcer this prayer,ſhe riſes from ber Orato- 
ry,corres down from her chamber, & calls her maid 
to dreſs her. She puts off the ſackcloth , ſhe waſhes 
her ſelf,ſhe perfumes her ſelf, & quitting the mour- 


ad not made them be 4g ning habit which ſhe wore in her widow. hood, ſhe 


puts on her gayeſt cloathing. The treſſes ot her long 
hairs are combed out with a delicate hand, and her 
head covered witha ſtately tyre; her handſome bo- 
dy appeared a little taller by the favour ot her pa- 
tins, ſhe hangs on her pendants ar her cars; ſhe puts 
on her bracelets, her chain of pearls, her rings, cer- 
tain jewels made in form of flower-de-Luce's , and 
all her riche\t ornaments. It ſeemed that God took 
a pleaſure that day to render her fairer then ever 


are no way fit for great affairs, being roo delicate , , ſhe had been, and chat allthe Jum ſmiled in her 


for labour,and teo ambitious of honour, Bur many 
others that have taken pains inthe regulating of 
their paſſions, have rendred great ſervices to King- 
doms and Common-wealths. Rowe had never been 
Rome without the Sabine women. The people of the 
North,by the report of T acitxs, have been govern- 
ed in their Wars and in their Polities by women ; 
profeſſing that they perceived in them a certain 
propherick and divine ſpirit. P/ato in his Common- 


wealth hath judged them capable of Offices , their , 


ſouls being of the ſame ſpecies or kind as men's, 
Wherefore then ſhould we think it ſtrange that 
God made uſe of a virtuous woman to counſel men 
and te deliver her Countrey ? 

Before ſhe undertook that great work , ſhe was 

a long time proſtrated before God in her Oratory , 

with ſackcloth upon her back, and aſhes upon her 

head, ſaying,with an amorous heart, | 

My God,the God of my Fathers,to whom nothing 

is impoſtible,look down now upon the camp of the 

Aſſrians wich that eye of lightnings and 'of thun. 

ders that thou heretofore didſt caſt upon the army 
of Egyptians when they were buried in the bottom 
of the Sea. Let the ſame happen to thoſe here that 
cruſt in their chariots of war, in their ſpears, and in 
their ſwords, and know not that thou art fthe God 

of heaven that breakeſt in pieces the mighty powers 

of the earth with one ſole look of thine eyes: lift up 


_ that ſame arm that hath made it ſelf renown'd from 


all antiquity by ſo many wonders: and tread under- 
foor all their ſtrength by thine for ever dreadful 
forces. Suffer them not to violate thy Temple,and to 
fack the Houſe where thy Name is from all time in. 
voked, Cauſe this barbarous Colonel, who promiſes 
himſelf onr ſpoils, to þe taken by me through the 
ſnares of his eyes, that his own Courtel-ax may di- 
vide his ſoul and body. Strike him with the grace 
that thy bleſſiog ſhall make ro flow upon my lips , 
and with the eloquence that it ſhall give to my 


. countenance; becauſe ſhe ha 


adorned her ſelf 
through virtue and not through wantonneſs. 

She cauſed her meat & drinkto be carryed by her 
maid, fearing to pollute her body with the viands of 
the Infidels,and inſtantly ſhe went out of her houſe, 
and betook her ſelfto the city gate, where ſheiound 
Oz4as the Prince, together with chePrieſts,that were 
raviſhed with the luſtre of her heavenly beauty. Yet 
no body curiouſly inquired whicher ſhe was going, 
but were contented to wiſh that God would make 
her deſigns ſuccesful, chat ſhe might be one day the 
honour of Fersſalemi, and hk name m_ be 
put in the rank of thoſe great & holy ſouls that had 
rendred to God moſt renouned ſervices. She departs 
out of the city,calling again upon the name of God, 
and reciting ſome prayers with her ſervant, 

As ſhe went down the mountain upon the break 
of day,the ſouldiers haying perceived her,failed not 
to run to her,and ſeeing her ſo excellently beauri- 
ful, were at firſt dazledin their eyes more by the 
ſplendour of ber viſage then by the firſt rays ot the 
dayfthat then was upon its birth, They inform chem- 
ſelves of her country,of her journey,& of her inten- 
tions; whereto ſhe anſwered, that ſhe was of Bethu- 
lia and that ſhe had that day forſaken that miſerable 


city,that was obſtinate in its miſery,& that, for ha- 


ving reliſted the triumphant legions of the Aſſyrians 
deſerved to be deſtroyed by the thunder. bolts of 
heaven and earth. That ſhe would have no ſhare in 
theircrime,no more then in their diſaſters ;and that 
her defire was to preſent her ſelfro Holophernes to 
reveal to him the ſecrets of the city,and to teach him 
the means how to take it without looſing any of his 
men. 

Theſe men were ravifhed at the hearing of theſe 
diſcourſes, and aſſured her that ſhe had taken an ex- 
cellent courſe to live in quiet,and in honour, & that 
ſhe would be very welcome to their maſter of 
whom ſhe ſhould receive all poflible courteſies. 


ſpeeckes , animate my heart,and ſtiffen my arm ro zo Some men will marvel at all this proceeding of 7«- 


make that great blow that ſhall be thine, and carry 
away 2n eternal honour for having pulled down that 


dith: A woman fo handſome & ſo capable ro rempt 
men,to $0 into the midſt of Souldiers without fear- 


ing 
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ing to expoſe her modeſty that was ſo 'dear to her , 
not conſidering that ſhe kindled love, and that ſhe 
was yet in the tair ſeaſon of her years capable to ad- 
mit that which ſhe moved in others : Who bad to!d 
her that the Afrians would let her freely pais 
withovnr /attempting any thing upon her honour ? 
Wha: ſccuriry could there be 10a diflolute Militia, 
that propound to themſelves the raviſhing of wo- 
men for a r-compenlc of their toils ? And ſuppoſe 


{tiſement ofthe wicked. That ſhe was not ſo. igno- 
rant of humane things, as not to have heard ot the 
Pruderice & valour of aa Helopherues, who bath the 
honour to be the only man in the Kingdom of Ne- 
bnchadyezzar that is arrived to ſo high a degree of 
Power,as .hat it cannot be equalled by any thing in 
the world, but by the goodneſs of his dilpofition - 
for he deſires to be powerful for nothing. but to do 
g00d,& all the Provinces well know the good order 


ſhe had promiſed her ſelf, that in caſe ſhe ſhould be x0 that he hath put to all the buſineſſes of the Realm, 


forced, her ſoul ſhould remain incorruptib.cin the 
corruption of her body. yet ſure an honeſt woman 
would hardly ever expoſe her body to the left af- 
front, although it were to fave a City. 

If we conſider all this according to man, it cannot 
be defended : but who ſhould dare fo co condemn 
that which was done by a manifeſt 1nſpi: ation of 
God and of ber good Angel that led her, as by the 
hand, and made Tier walk ſecurely upon the tops of 


She declared to him, that fhe had heard of what had 
paſſed in Achior's perſon, and cold him,that he rruly 
diſcovered the weak ſpirit of her Nation,and that he 
might do good upon it at the preſent, now God was 
provoked againit it, &had threatned by his Prophets 
to deſtroy it. Aud therefore they were all ſeizedwith 
an unſpeakable affrighr, beſides that hunger & thirſt 
conſpired together ro their ruine, & they had taken 
a reſolution to kill all the catrel to drink their bloud 


precipices,and Kept her always green as the Ivic in 20 2nd - not to ſpare even the things conſecrated to the 


the ruines of old decayed walls ? 

With all this ſhe was skilſu] inthearrt of diſſem- 
bling, and deceived thoſe ſouldiers that took a {in- 
lar pleaſure to hear her talk. And who wonld 
make aſcruple to ſp:ak wores with two meanings 
ro deceive an enemy i. war,and to fave his life, ſec- 
ing that ſome Divines and ihe !.awyers agree .that 
there are decei:s that are good and commendable , 
being done co a good end,and by lawtul means ? 


divine Majelty, w®" is a ſign ot a manifeſt reproba. 
tion. And this was the reaſon that ſhe had left that 
abominablecity,and was come as a meſſenger irom 
God,to give him this advice, She added, that the 
God which ſhe adored was very great, and that ſhe 
would not fail to pray birh to make known his will., 
and to tell her the time that he hath determined for 
che utmoſt miſery of that unfortunateCity,with in. 
tention to inform him of the news, that art laſt ſhe 


che was then conduRed to theGeneral Ho/opher- 30 might lead him even to the gates ot Jeruſalemdeli- 


er, whom ſhe ſound ſeated,on his Throne under a 
pavillion of gold and purple, all beſtudded with Em- 
ralds, proud as a peacock that ſpreads in the ſun the 
mirrours of bis tail,for which alone he ſeems to have 
been created. che ſuddenly proſtrates her ſelf on the 
earth and makes him a reverence of civility,and not 
of adoration. He failed not to be taken with her at 
firſt ſight, juſt as ſhe had plotted,and to make of his 
eyes  # ſnares of his ſoul. 

Thoſe that were about him began to ſay with ad- 
rairation, that the land that bore ſo handſome wo- 
men;. deſerved to have no labour ſpared in its con- 
queſt, Helophernes cauſed her inftantly ro be raiſed 
up again, and becauſe ſhe feigned chat ſhe had ſome 
fear,'and that ſhe was ſeized with a profound reyes 
rence at the aſpe& of that great General of an Ar. 
my,knowing well thathe was vain,and thatitwould 
conduce much to ſurprife him.He ſpeaks to her with 
an incomparable ſweetneſs,afluring her that he was 
not fo terrible as men would -meke him , and that 
fince that he had had the arms of that great Monar. 
chy in his hands, he never did hurt to any one'that 
rendred himſelf to the obedience of his Malter; that 


he bore no ill will to her Nation, but thar if theyhad | 


reduced theſelves to their duty, he would net have 


. p:rmitted ſo much as that a ſword ſhould have 


b:en lifred up againſt them. And therefore 
he deſired to .-know from whence it came that 
ſhe had forfaken her Ciry' and was come to his 
Camp, | 
Then that Lady holily-deceitſul began to ſpeak 
to him after ſuch a winnins manner,that an hundred 
Holopbernes's would havehad work enough to de. 
fend themſelves againſt ſeach batteries of Love. She 
beſeeched him to hear with attention, and to take 
her ſpeeches in good part,by which God would ac- 
compliſh a great affarr. RY : 
"That ſhe knew well that Webrchadnezzar had 
been choſen of Ged to be King of the whole world, 
and that all che puiſſance of his Monarchy was inclu- 
ded in Helophernes, where it lived and triumphed 
magnificently for rhe ſafery of the good, & the cha. 


x 


40 nels and profir of that di 


vering up to him all that peeple as ſheep without a 
ſhepherd,and that there ſhould not be ſo nauch as a 
dog that ſhould bark againſt him,it being very rea- 
ſonable that men and beaſts ſhould ſubmit them- 
ſelves under a power fo formidable, : conducted by 
the hand of the moſt High, and by the orders of his 
Providence. | 
Hel:phernes that had already been taken by the 
Eyes, was now chained by the Ears with the ſweet- 
/ Brany His heart wasno 
more his own ; he courts her,. and promiſes her 
that her God ſhall be his God, and that he will 
make her great in the houſe of Nebachadueztar, & 
renowned through all the earth. At the ſame inſtanc 
he cauſcs her to enter into the chamber where 
his treaſures twere, to ſhew her his Vagnificence, 
and ordered what ſhould be given her day,by day, 
from his'own table for her dier. Whereto ſhe an- 
ſwered,that it was not yet permitted her according 
to her Law to enter into a community of table 


© with thoſe that are of any other Religion but her 


own, and. that providing for it , ſhe had cauſed 
what was neceſſary forter to be brought with her. 
But when your proviſion comes to fail ( ſayes Ho. 
lophernes) what ſhall we do with you ? She re- 
plyed that fhe hoped ; to accompliſh the buſineſs 
thac had brought her thither , before that her or. 
dinary f60dſhould be ſpent. Therenpon, he com- 
manded that ſhe ſhould be conducted into a fair 
chamber to repoſe her ſelf, but before ſhe entred 
into it, ſhe deſired a courteſie , which was, that 
ſhe might go out before day to addreſs her Pray- 
ers to the God ſhe worſhipped , according to her 
cuſtome, and paſſe up and down in his Camp 
with all freedom , which was granted to her. 

'She went therefore in thElilence of the night to 
waſh her ſe!fin a ſecret fountain, that ſhe whe 4 pu- 
rifie her ſelf from the commerce of thoſe Infidels , 
and prayed God inceſſantly , that it would pleaſe 
him to proſper her defign for the deliverance ofher 
Countrey. 


She had now paſſed four daysin the Army watch- 
ins 


Part, EY 


Queens and Ladies. 


ing an opportunity to execute that which ſhe had 
projefted , when Helophernes would needs enter. 
cain bimſelf with mirth,, and make a magnificent 
feaſt, to which he reſolved co invite his gueſt, think. 
ing good cheer aud jollity would diſpoſe her to 
that which he had a mind to have of her, - But be. 
cauſe the Aſſjriaxs hold it a great diſhonour for a 
man to make love ro a woman, and not to win her, 
he would not hazard himſelf ſo much as to make an 


overtnreto her of ſuch a diſcourſe himſelf, but 10 


gave the Commiſſion of it to a Yagoa, the chief 
Gentletnan ofhis Chamber, who uſed to ſerve him 
in ſach a baſineſs, He failed not to make her know 
that ſhe was very far in the fayour of his Maſter, 
and that, that very day he made a Banquet, and 
defired to ſee her in particular, and chat ſhe ſhould 
take heed of making a ſcruple of obeying ; for it 
was one of the greateſt honours that ſhe could re- 
ceive in her whole lifez He added, that ſhe ought 


JUDITH. | 


culine hand , and cuts off his head at two-ſtrokes, 
carries away his Pavillion, and thmbled down his 
body as alog. . She gives ſuddenly his head-ro her 
vwaiting-woman', who puts it up inthe ſathe bag 
that ſhe had brought her victuals in,- and both of 
them paſs through the mid{t of the Army. withour 
being ſtaied by any one, by reaſon of the permiſ- 
fon chat they had- from the General - Holopber- 
nes. 

They come by night to the Gate of the-City, 
and cry afaroff to theCentinels; Opew , God. is 
with wa that hat h done wonders in rae). They run 
to advertiſe 0Ozi45 and the Pricfts, who: come in 
haſt to receive her. All the City from che higheſt 
to the loweſt aſſemble themſelves abonr her, think- 
ing that ſhe had been loſt , and looked upon her 
as a woman come from the other World: : She 
cauſes inſtantly Torches: ro be lighted; and 
gets her up into an high place, from whence 


alittle to be merry, and ps away her time with. 20 they were wont ro make Orations to the people , 


out engendring melancholy : ſhe underſtood well 
what be meant to ſay, 4nd anſwered, that ſhe was 
wholly diſpoſed to obey his Lords commards, and 
would have no other will but his, and Rraight-wa 
adorns and dreſſes her ſelf the moſt pleafingly ſhe 
could, to wound him in the cies, and fo raſle into 
her Chamber. 

As ſoon as he ſaw her alone and near him, his 
heart was totally overthrown , and it ſeemed that 


and after ſhe had made a filence, ſhe thus 
ſpake. Sirs : 

Praiſe God our Lord, who never forſakes his 
own, and bath through his grace accompliſhed th:s 
day by me his moſt humble ſervant , the promiſe 
which he hath made to bus choſen people ; for this night 
he bath ſlain by my hands the 
Nation. 

And as ſhe was faying this , ſhe drew out of 


the lightning that iſſued out of the cies of that 30 the bag that horrible bead of MHolophernes, pale 


beauty, had cruſhed it to powder. His paſſion 
permitted him not ro ſpeak much, he was ſo much 
moved : he. contented himſelt only with invitin 

her to be merry , and aſſuring her that ſhe had 
gained his heart. The holy woman prayed him, 
thatir _ ſeem good in his cies, that ſhe might 
entertain her ſelf atter her own faſhion , and that 
ſhe might cat of that which her ſervant cthad prepa« 
red for her, which he conſented to , being willing 


and bloody, and ſhewed ir to the witole Aſſembly, 
adding; Behold tht head of Holophernes the Ge- 
neral of the Army of the Aſſyrians. Ad .then ſhe 
ſpread abroad the Pavillion, ſaying; BRebold the 
Pavillion under which he repoſed him{elf in his drun- 
kenneſs, and where God ſtruck bim by the hand of 4 
wowan, I call that living God to witneſs, that by 
the proteQtion of his holy Angel, he hath pre- 
ſerved me pure, going and coming, and in the a- 


ro leave her in a full liberty , that he mighc not 46 bode which | made. in the Camp, without permit- 


ſcare nor trouble her. 

Now behold him the happieſt man in the whole 
World. He drinks with large draughts , make 
himſelf exceeding merry and wonderfully pleaſant, 
wherecat ?«dith expreſſed that ſhe had great con- 
tent'to ſee him-in ſo good an bumour , and faid, 
That ſhe had cauſe ra reckon in time to come that 
day for the happieſt ofall her life, The 'other to 

. pleaſe her, drank ſo much the more , ſo that he 
made himſelfdrunk with a dead drunkenneſs. It 
appears plainly, that this man was an honeſt hog, 
and took not the way to brings about his deſign, de. 
priving himefif of reaſon when he had moſt need 
ofit. Yagoa that had the word , does his office , 
brings his Maſter to bed, gets him gone, ſhutting 
the door to leave him alone with 7adith, All the 
ſervants had. ſo well liquoured themſelyes , that 
they defired nothing but repoſe. 7adith alone 
was well awake , and made a fign to her ſervant 


ting any one to attempt any thing upon my ho- 
nour. © And now he hath brought me back glad of 
his Victory, of my own ſafety, and of your deli- 
verance. It is to him that we ought to give all the 
praiſe, becauſe his goodneſſcs and mercies are inex- 
hauſtible. 

The people felr tranſports of joyes, and ſecing 
that head by the help of rorches in the tilence oi the 
night, thought that it was a Dream : but the mul- 


50 titude of hole that beheld all one and the ſame 


thing, preſent and real, made them plainly ſee thar 
it wasa trath, They proftrate themſelves all on 
the earth , adoring the living God that was the 
worker of thoſe great wonders, and then turn- 
ing 'th:mſelves to 7=dith, gave her a thouſand 
bleflings-with triumphal Acclamations, prote- 
ſting that ſhe was their Mother ard their Deli- 
verer. ; 

Then Ozias the Prince of the people of 7- 


to ſtay for her before the door, and not to leave 60 /yael in Bethulia , ſaid to her, Tow are this day 


her. 

She contemplates this brave General who was 
now in adeadſleep; ſhe ſtands ſtill for a certain 
time by. his bed-ſide , praying God ardently in 
her filence that it would pleaſe him to accompliſh 
by her hand that great ſtroke that ſhe had deſtined. 
From thence ſhe goes to the Pillar where Holopher- 
es's Cimetre was hanged, and draws it boldly out 
of the Scabbard, then laies hold of her man by his 


blefſed my Daughter, and glorious above all women 
that are in the habitable World. Praiſed be the 
Creatour of Heaven and Earth, who hath ſo well 
#nided your vittorions hand to the rr.ine of the C api- 
tal of our Enemies, and who by the ſame means hath 
ſo glorified your name, that he hath rendred your 
praiſe immortal in the memth of men that fbdit 
have any ſenſe of ths wonderful works of God. Every 
ene will remember how you have not Spared your life 


long hair, ſaying only in her heart, Aſy God , it i 3, to draw your people out of the raines wherein they were 


now, ſtrenghen my arms : and inſtantly baving turned 
him for her beſt adyantage, ſhe ſtrikes with a maſ- 


almoſt buried. 
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'Thereupon Achior was: called , and Padith, 


Hannu 


ſhewing 
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ſhewing him the head of Holophernes, ſays to him, 
You have loſt nothing by the teſtimonies you give 
to the power of our God , for behold the head of 
the Collonel of the Unbelievers which God hath 
cut off this night by this hand of mine. Behold him 
that threatned to make you dy when he had caken 
Bethwlia , bur ſure now he will let you live in great 

niet, This man was in ſuch an extaſfte at this news 
that he fell down in a ſwoon, and when he was come 


Par 
hear nothing but ſhouts of- joy and acclamations, 
that publiſhed her, T he Glory of Jeruſalem, rhe Fey 
ef Iſrael; the Hononr of her People, the gallant Wo- 
man, the Chaſte and Valiant Princeſs, the incompar a- 
ble Lady , whoſe Repmtation ſhould live as long as E- 
ternity ut ſelf, . 
A moneth paſſed wherein there was nothing 
heard but joys, but conſorts of muſick, but trophies 
amongſt the people, 'They gathered every day ſonic 


to himſclf again, be caſt himſelf at the feer of Z»dith, *® new ſpoils , whereof the moſt precious in gold, in 


and gave. her a reverence that was near to adorati- 
on, And by her means was converted to the true 
Religion, and rendred all glory to the God of 7e- 
ruſalem. | 

24ith parſuing this her conqueſt, counſelled her 
people to mdke a ſhew of (allying out of the City in 
arms at the break of day asif rhey would give bat. 
tel, which'would make the Aſyriays haſten to the 
Pavillion of Helophermes toawake him , and fo ſee- 
ing what had 5 
a fear that they would fell their lives at a cheap 
rate. This was executed , and the Captains failed 
not to repair unto the General to receive orders, 
It was already forward days, and he was yet aſleep 
with the flecp of death , from whence there is no 
waking , unleſs by an extraordinary power, Every 


- one was aſtoniſhed that he appeared not, burno bo- 


dy durſt rake the boldneſs to awake him, ſo greatly 
was he feared. They preſs Yagoa to enter into the 


ſilver, in purple, in pearls and jewels, were preſent- 
ed to the victorious J«dith. She compoſed a ſong 
of Triumph, which was ſung ſolemnly with the ad- 
miration of the whole world. Atter all, they went 
( as it behoved them) to Jeruſalem, to render to 
God the Yows of the whole people , ard to make 
great Offerings , where three moneths more were 
ſpent in an incomparable chearfulneſs. There was 
not aday that was not Feſtival , nor a face that did 


alſed, would be ſeized with ſo great 29 not wear the lineaments of rhe joys of Paradiſe. 


7adith offered in the Temple the Pavillion of Ho. 
lophernes, that the memory ot it might never be de- 
faced by oblivion. At laft, all returned home to 
their own houſes, and the holy woman remained in 
her little City of Bethulia, always in her widow- 
hood, honoured of all the world as the moſt glori- 
ous ſoul en earth. She made her ſeryant free, and 
lived even to the ape of 105. years amongſt her 
people in a profound peace. She appeared abroad 


chamber , who refuſes at firſt totrouble the plea- 30 the Feſtival days in a magniticent glory , ſpending 


ſures of his Mafter : but when the time was drawn 
out in lergch, he entred, and made a noiſe, not as 
by deſign , but accident , and ſeeing that no body 
ſtirred. he went near the bed, thinking that he was 
yet with ?adith. .At laſt, when one told him that 
the enemy appeared in arms , he drew the curtain 
very gently and ſaw the body of his Maſter welter- 
ing in his own bloud. . | 

He therefore became ſo furious, that he rent ſud- 


the other days 1n her ſolitude, and living with great 
examples of Virtues and Deyotion. The day of 
that bappincſs was marked with white, and recko- 
nedin the number of the youny Fealls of the Zews 
to all poſterity, God, who is the worker of ſo ma- 
ny worders hath tzken a care alfo of this Hiſtory, 
Ic is an eternal monument of the virtue of his 
arm , that ſhakes the mountains , that cleaves the 
rocks, and overthrows in a moment thoſe ſons of 


denly his cloaths , and ran to ?-dith's chamber to 49 the Tirans , who make war againſt heaven it ſelf, 


make her ſuffer a thouſand deaths ; but when he 
could not find her, he ſent out frighttul.cries , and 
ſpake aloud , that that ſtranger-woman had filled 
the houſe of Nebachadnexzar with confuſion , and 
that ſhe had aſſaſſinated their General , who was 
now nothing but a trunk without a head, plunged in 
bis own bloud. All ran to this ſpeRtacle , and the 
whole Camp was filled with aſtoniſhment , with 
fears, with deſpair, with tears, and with howlings. 


and would walk upon the wings of the winds. A 
General of an Army that vaunted himſelf in the 
midit of an hundred thouſand ſouldiers environed 
all about with ſteel, with: fires and lightnings ; who 
faid, 1 will go, I will do, I willlevel with the 
ground; who held a fatal council , where he de- 
creed the firing of Cities, the ſacking of Provinces, 
where ſo many dragons drank up the tears of Nati- 
ons withour being touched with any ſenſe of pity. 


At the ſame time appeared the head of Holepherxes 55 A Giant, that heaped mountain upon mountain to 


hanged up upon the walls of Bethu/ia, and all the 
Army of the Aſſyrian: ſurprized with a panick fear, 
and , as it were {truck with a ſcourge from heaven, 
began ro ſcatter themſelyes , every one ſeeking his 
fafery in bis flight. : : 

The 7ſraelites purſued them, making a great 
noile, as if they had drawn forth numerous troops, 
and as if their ſquadrons had marched compaQeed, 
and in good order. It was eaſie for them to yan. 


aſcend through fire and ſword, even to the throne 
of the moſt high ; behold, now conquered , ſlain, 
maſſacred , tumbled in his bloud by a woman that 
makes a play-game ef his head, and an Army thac 
cut their paſſage through the Rocks, that drank up 
Rivers, that ſhadowed the Sun by the multitude of 
their flying arrows , overthrown, . ſcattered, torn 
into a thouſand pieces by the enterpriſe of a Jewels. 
?adith gives not her ſelf the praiſe of this work , 


-_ run-aways, who had already delivered up to go it was God that aRed in her, who was thedireRion 


car all the hope of their life and fortune. All the 
neighbouring Cities came out to take a ſhare of 
this glory, 'and caſt theraſeives into the fields on all 
parts to entrap their routed enemies, of whom they 
made moft horrible maſſacre. _ 

All the Camp of Holophermes was pillaged, where 
was found ſo great a quantity of booty, that it was 
a thing prodigious. The noiſe of this victory was 
ſpread unto ers/alem, the high Prieſt came to Be- 


of her hand , the ſtrength of her arm , the ſpirit of 
her prudence, the ardour of her courage , and the 
ſoul of her ſoul. O how great is this God of gods ! 
O how. terrible is this Lord of hoſts !' ard who is 
there that ſears not God , but he that hath none ar 
all? What Coloſſ»s's of pride have faln, and ſhall 
yet fall under his bands !| What giants beaten down 
and plunged even into hell, for kindling fiery coats 
of concupiſcence, ſhall ſmoak in Alames by an eter. 


thulia wich tys other Prieſts to ſee Fagith, to whom 70 nal ſacrifice which their pains ſhall render to the 


every one gave a thouſand bleflings. One could 
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Divine Juſtice ! 


BESIERL 


FT HE holy Scripture ſets before our eyes in 
this Hiſtory, Greatnefle falling into an 
eclipſe, and the lowneſle of the carth ele- 
vated to the Stars; Humility on the Throne, and 
Ambition on the Gallows ,; Might overthrown by 
Beauty ; Love ſanRtified, and Revenge ſtrangled 
by its own hands. It teaches Kings to govern, and 
people to obey,great Ones not toTely ona fortune 
of ice, Ladies to cheriſh Piety.and Honour,the Hap- 


Queens and Ladies, 


F:.-S "WM 
was named in her firſt child-hood Z4:/e, and after 
called Heſter. 
Now as thoſe great ſpirits that are 'particularly 
governed by God have ſome tinRure of Prophecic, 
be had a wonderfull Dream, and ſaw in his ſleep 4 
great tempeſt with thunderings and lightning, and 
an earth-quake, which was followed with a combat 
of two Dragons who were. fighting one againſt the 
other, and tent forth horrible hifſings, whiles divers 


py to fear every thing, and the Miſerable to deſpair 10 Nations afſembled rogether,ſtood and looked upon 


of nothing. | 

All that we have to diſcourſe of here, happened 
in the Kingdom of Per ſia, during the Captivity of 
the Jews in Babylon, about fourhundred and fixty 
years before the Nativity of our Lord, and under 
the Reign of Abaſuerns. But it is a great Riddle to 
divine who this Prince was to whom Heſter was 
married, and which is called here by a name that is 
not found in the Hiftory of the Perſian Kings, and 


them, expeRting the iſſue of the combat , therevp- 
on heperceived a little fountain which became ſud- 
denly a great River which was changed into a 
Light, and of a Light, transformed it felf into a 
Sun , that both watered and illuminated the 
earth, 

He knew not-what his Dream did mean, but he 
learned the Interpretation of it in the great com- 
bats he had with Haman, and in the exaltation of 


which indeed may agree to all thoſe highMonarchs, 29 his little Niece that. was promoted to ſs high a 


ſignifying no other thing but The great Lord. Mer- 
cator ſayes, thatit was Aſtyages Grandfather of 
Cyrus ; and Cedrexns, that it was Darixs the Mede. 
Genebrard is for Cambyſes ;, Scaliger for Xerxes , 
Serrarins for Ochns , Joſephs and Saillan for Ar- 
taxerxes with the long hand, The wiſe Heſter,that 
was ſo much in loye with Chaſtity,is found to have 
had fourteen husbands by the conteſtation of Au- 
thours, every one would give her one of his ewn 


{plendour,as to give both evidence and refreſhment 
to all the people of her Nation, 

This Afordecai being a man of good behaviour 
and quality, found means to advance himſelf to 
Court, and to make his beginnings there in ſome 
inferiour office, expeing ſome gbod occalion.to 
make himſelf be known. He had an eye always open 
to diſcover all that paſſed without any bragging of 
it. Heconſidered the approaches of divers Nations 


making ; ſhe is married to all the Kings of Perſia, 4 tat lived in that Court , the humours, the capaci- 


ſhe is courſed up and down through all the Empire, 
and her Eſpouſals made to laſt above two hundred 
years. Burt as it is eaſe enough to confute the Opi-. 
nions of all thoſe that ſpeak of her,ſo is it very bard 
to ſettle the truth of the Chronology amidſt ſo 
great obſcurities. The Scripture ſayes, that Aſor- 
decai with Hefter was carried away out of Zadea in- 
to Babylon,under the reign of Nebachadnezzar,and 
ifwe are ofthe opinion rhat marries her to Artax- 
erxes, if we reckon well all the years that were be- 
tween thoſe two Kings, we ſhall find that this yong 
and raviſhing beauty of Heſter, which -caught ſo 

reat a Monarch by the eyes, was already an hun- 
Fred and fifty years old, which is an age too ripe for 
a maid that one would give for a wife to a King.It is 
impoffible to ger our of chis labyrinth, if we do nor 
ſay that Moraecai and Heſter were not tranſported 
in their own, but in the perſons of their Anceſtors , 
and that that paſſage means nothing elſe, but that 
they iſſued from the race of thoſe that were lead 
captives with King echonias, deſtroyed by Nebu- 
chaduezzar : fo we will take Artaxerxes, and not 
divide that amiable concord of Au:hours united in 
this point. _ 

Repreſent then to your ſelves, that from the time 
that the Jews were diſperſed into Babylon,into Per- 
fa, into Adedia, and through all the States of thoſe 
oreat Kings, they ceaſed nor to multiply in Capti- 
vity ; and that ſervitude which is wont to ſtifle 
oreat ſpirits, produced ſometimes amongſt them 
gallant men. Amongſt others appeared. upon the 
Theater the excellent Afordecai, a man of a good 


anderſtanding and of a great courage, who by his 


dexterity and valaur delivered all his Nation from 
death and total ruine, He then dwelt in Shn/hay, 
the capital City of all the Kingdome, and bred up 
in his houſe a little Niece, the daughter of his bro- 
ther, an orphan both by father and mother, which 
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ties, the buſineſſes, the obligations, the intricacies, 
the credir, the induſtry of every one , omitting no- 
thing of all that might advance che benefit of his 
Country-men. 

He quickly diſcovered the ſpirit of Hamas, who 
was at that time a mean Cavalier of fortune, bur 
ambitious, cloſe, crafty, revengefull, bloudy, and 
capable. ro embroil a State. He had anaverſation 
from him, although he had nor yer been offended 


40 by bim;and began to diſtruſt him, fearing leſt he be 


one day fatal to his people. Neverthelels, Hamar 
with the times took an high aſcendant, and Aforde- 
cai feared his greatneſſe as one would do the appa- 
rition of a Comet, | | 

It happen'd that two perfidious Subje&s, Tereſs 
and Bigthay,uſhers of the door made an abominable 
conſpiracy againſt King Artaxerxes,which Aforde- 
cas, who was not a drowfie ſpirit, ſoon perceived, 
and begar: careſully to watch them, obſerving their 


o Yoings Out and comings in, their words and their 


countenances, their plottings and their pradtiſes. 
He gaue notice of it very opportunely, fo that be. 
ing taken, arreſted, and pur to the rack, they acs 
knowledged the crime, and were led away to pu- 
niſhment, The King gave hearty thanks to Afor- 
decai, commanded him to live in his Palace in a cer. 
tain office which he beſtowed upon him, and cauſed 
the day to be fer down in writing , wherein he 
had been preſerved from the conſpiracy of thoſe 
unhappy ſervants, to recompenſe, as opportuni. 
ty ſhould be offered, the good ſervices of his Deli- 

verer, | 
It 1s credible that Fſaman- had an hand in that 
exccrable deſign, ſeeing that he gave ſo litrle thanks 
ro Aordecai for having been the diſcoverer of it, 
but the diflimulation that he brought to cover his 
fa, and his mighty power that rendered him 
ſo terrible , :ſuffered 
7 | Hunu 2 
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bim not to be involved 
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THE MOLY COURT. 


in the ruine of thoſe wretched men, Theſe rwo 
Courtiers had an eye to one another , and ſought 
nothing but each others ruine : the power of the 
one being alwaies ſuſpe&ed by the other , when 
God, without Aforgecai's thinking of it, ſent him 
a great ſuccour by the choice which was made of 
his Niece to be the King's wife. 

The Hiſtory ſaies, that Ahaſuerxs would fhew 
his Magnificence, and make great feaſts for the ſpace 


of an hundred and fourſcore daies , in which he en- 70 


tertained the Princes, the Governours of Provin- 
ces, and all the Nobles of the Realm. He would 
have the people too to have their ſhare;and for that 
purpoſe he cauſed to be ſet up at the entrance of his 
Gardens (which he was wont to dreſs with his own 
hands)abundance of great Pavillions of Sky-colour, 
born up with marble S_ tied together with 
ribands of red filk, and rings of Ivory. He cauſed 
alſo certain beds of gold and blver to be ſet up up- 


on a pavement of Emerald and other precious 20 


ſtones, ranged by a proportion made,after the Afo- 
ſaical faſhion, which had a very fine grace. Thither 
he invited all the people of that: great City of 
Sh» han, and. cauſed them to be ſerved in veſſels 
of gold and filver , with moſt exquiſite Viands, 
and delicious Wine, and left every one to drink 
according to his ability, without conſtraining any 
ng, ©: 
Vaſthi the —_— the other ſide made a Ban- 
-= for the wotnen in the Royal Palace , wherein 
he forgot nothing to <q al the ſtately Grandeurs 
of the King her husband. This merry life laſted 
the ſpace of ſeven daies, in the laſt of which the 
King being very jolly and inflamed with Wine, 
commanded the Eunuchs that were about him to 
cauſe the Queen to come with the Crown upon her 
head in her moſt gorgeous attire , to make a ſhew 
of her beauty in the preſence of all the people. The 
Queen took no pleaſure in this command, and re- 


founded upon that affront done to his Royal Maje- 
ſty, and that every where they would domineer, 
which would over-throw the order of Nature, and 
cauſe great troubles 'in all houſes: and therefore 
he was of that opinion, that the Queen ſhould be 
divorced by the King her husband, and that an E- 
di& ſhould be made to be fent through all hisKing. 
doms, touching the obedience that women owe to 
thoſe that are thcir heads, 

The man perbaps was ill dealt with in his lodg- 
ing by his wife\, and under ſhadow of policy 
would revenge his wrongs, It is very true that 
the Law of God ſtritly recommends the ſubmiſ- 
ſion of the Wife towards the Husband : bur ic 
ought to be underſtood in things good and reg. 
ſonable: for if a Wife were bound to render a 
blind obedience to all the extravagancies of a Huſ- 
band that hath but lictle wit and much paſtion, ſhe 
ſhonld be the moſt miſerable of all ſlaves, There 
were many reaſons that might make YVaſfhi's ation 
be excuſed : but becauſe they ſaw that Acmuchan 
had pleaſed the King by his diſcourſe , all the reſt 
of the Counſellours of State ran to ſervitude and 
condemned her to a long torment by a ſhort 
ſentence, 

She was degraded and divorced , which was a 
thing ordinary n_ to thoſe Kings who made 
no great account of loling a Wite, ſecing that they 
had ſo great a number of them in their Seraglio, 


39 The Edit was alſo made in the terms that the 0- 


ther had required it, and the name of that poor 
_—_ went up and down the whole Kingdom as 
a fad ſtory, and a true portraiture of an abaſed 
Sreatneſs, 

God permitted all this to make way for Heſter, 
whom he had deflined te Ahaſ#erss bis Bed , not 
for her ſelf, but for the ſafety of her people. 
After the divorce and the diſaſter of poor /afthz, 
a new Queen muſt be ſought out, and the King 


fuſed to go : in which, ſaies Sulpicius , the wife 40 comforted about his loſs, A great culling is made 


was wiſer then the husband, in that ſhe was not 
willing to make a ſpeQacle of the beauty of her bo- 
dy to men full of meats and wine, and deſerved fo 
rauch the more commendation , as ſhe was more 
conſtant to keep the Laws of modeſty and come- 
lineſs. | 

But this was not taken that way as that ſacred 
Hiſtorian preſents it : they imagined that ſhe had 
ſome of the diſpoſition of beauriſul women , that 
ſhe was a little proud and fcornful, which cauſed 
that ſhe was not ſo well beloved of th: Grandees 
ofthe Court, who, as it is credible , havinglong 
ſince a deſire to do her ſome 11! office, laid hold on 
this occaſion. They cauſed that refuſal to be re. 
ported very harſhly by the Eunuchs to the King, 
when it might bave been ſweetned and moderated, 
they made uſe of his wine, as of aninſtrument of 
their iniquity, and exaſperated him alſo by the di- 
minution of his Autherity, whereof Princes are 
yery jealous if they have not much ſtupidity. 

As ſoonas the Anſwer of the Queen was publi- 
ſhed, the King turned _— about to the ſeven 
principal Counſellours of his State who were al- 
waies by his fide, and governed the Kingdom , and 
Jemanded their advice, what he ſhould do ro re- 
preſs his Wife's pride. Afemachan , which was 
the laſt and the raſheft, made of this denial a crime 
of State} and faid, That it tended to the diſorder 
of all the other women , becauſe that other wo- 
men, every one inher condition, framed them- 
ſelves after the example ef the Queen , and would 
draw alicentious advantage over their husbands, 


>* 


through all the Provinces of the Kingdom of the 
handſomeſt Virgins to be brought to Court, 
This little Heſter is found very delightful, being 
endowed with a perfe& beauty, and a natural 
grace that ſurpaſſed all things, She is carried a- 
mongk abundance of others, and as ſoon as the 
King caſt his cies upon her, he liked her, and com- 
manded Hegai the Eunuch that had the ſuperin- 
tendency of bis Seraglio, to have a great care of 


o that young Darſel, to ſpare nothing on ber, and 


to give her ſeven waiting Maids with all neceſſary 
Equipage. Thoſe Virgins that were thus'choſen 
for the Prince's Bed made a Novitiate of twelve 
months, in which time they had all leiſure to fix 
themſelves,and to learn the Civilities of the Courr. 
After this, they were preſented to the King, who 
rook thoſe that pleaſed him moſt , and when any 
one had paſſed a night in his Chamber, ſhe was 
ſent in the morning into a new Ferag/io, unto the 
charge of another Eunuch , and returned no more 
to the King, if ſhe was net asked for, and that by 
name. 

Heſter ' ſpent but ten months in her prepara- 
tion, and was incontinently conducted to the 
Kings, who liked her above all the Maids that 
he had ever ſeen , and declared her Queen 
in Vaſth;'s place , putting the Crown upon her 
head. Afordecai was raviſhed at this choice , 
and walked every day from the firſt begin- 
ning that ſhe was brought to Court , before the 
Seraglio to heare newes of Her , having recom- 
mended her to a certain Eunuch bis Confident , 


that 


Pa , 
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that had of her a very particular care. He ſent 
her very opportunely neceſlary advice , to teach 
her how to behave her ſelf, andabove all, he was 
ſo wiſe , as to recommend to her not to declare the 
Nation whereof ſhe was, and to make no diſcovery 
' that ſhe had any relation to him , qwhich he jcged 
to be to the-purpole, for tearlelt Haman, who was 
in ſo great favour , and who bated naturally the 
Jews , ſhould ruine her before ſhe had raken root- 
10s in the Kings heat. 

Behold a wonderful ſport of Providence, which 
took alittle ſtone with an intention to beat down a 
great Coloſſus, and makes inone inſlant of an cearth- 
en pot a veſſel of gold, Men itand now amazed to 
think what wind drave this poor Jeweſs to the 
Crown of the chief Monarchy,that was at that time 
in the whole world. They think that ure it was a 
great chance , but God knew that it was a great 
counſel digeſted from all eternity in his thoughts. 


| Queens and Ladies, HESTER. 


out ſelf-wiltulnefs, and without opinions that aug. 
ment themſelyes with age, and increaſe exceſſively 
in highTonditions, which makes us admire this wo- 
man in contemplating nearer her deportments, and 
ſceing how little ſhe relied upon her own ſelf, bur 
alchough ſhe was endowed with a rare wit, yer ſhe 
hearkned togeaſon, and withont much ado yielded 
to good counſel, which rendred her demeanour ve- 
ry happy, andallher negotiations moſt advantage- 


I © OUS, 


Beſides all this, as God had choſen her for great 
things, ſo he gave her the prudence of the Saints, ac. 
comparied with a good judgment , with dociliry, 
with providence , with diſcretion, with circumſpe- 
ction, and with expediteneſs in the execution of 
affairs. 

To this prudence was joyned a courage, and an 
incomparable generoſity , even to enterpriſe by a 
motive of virtue, actions ſo dzrgecrous , that ſhe 


For if command is due (according to Ariſtotle) ro 20 could expet nothing from them that was lefs ther 


perſons that are moſt accompliſhed, there was ſome 
foundation in the excellent qualities of Heſter on 
which to ſet a Crown : for belide the beauty of her 
body , and che ingeniouſneſs of her mind , ſhe had 
great gifts of virtues that rendred her lovely to all 
the world,and might ſerve for models to all Ladies. 

che was not a lump of fleſh , or a body wi:hour 
a ſoul, nor a worldly woman that had no other 1dol 
bur her Beauty, nor other Deities but Pleaſure and 


death. And for to crown all theſe virtues , ſhe poſ- 
ſeſled (farther) an illuſtrious patience, taking every 
thing from the hand of God, and ſuiting her elf to 
his will in all the ſucceſſes and events of the buſine{- 
ſes of the world. 

Behold the principal qualities that adorned this 
Princeſs, and that may be ſeen in thoſe women thor 
God hath gratified with his favours. In the ſeque] 
of this {tory he makes us ſee the brave employment 


Ambition, as 1: happens ordinarily to moſt women, 39 that he Ave her in that Court of Ahaſ#erns, to 


who ſeeing chemlelves elevated to the top of the 
grandeurs of the age , ſtrangely corrupt their man- 
ners and-diſhonour their condition, Heſfter*s chict 
and principal virtue that made a molt pure ſource 
of pleaſures flow into the reſt of her life, was, char 
ſhe was devour, and that being young of age, frail 
of ſex, high of condition, ina Court of an /xfide/ 
King , amongſt ſo many other Pagay women , ſhe 
never forgat God, bur obſeryed punRually, as far 


bruiſe the head of a great Serpent , and to deliver 
her Nation from a gult of great and horrible cala- 
mites, 

Princes and great men would be happy, if with- 
out dying by procutation , they might hve in per. 
fon. They are born often enongh with molt ex- 
cellent qualities; they are calm ſeas , and killed 
with riches that might do good to all the world , it 
the winds would but lec them run according to 


2s it was lawful and poſlible for her, the exerciſe of go their own nature. But as the Beauties of women 


her Religion , making her prayers with an incredi- 
ble ardour , and retaining a faith inviolable in the 
midf{ of the Empire of Ay. She brought the 
King ker husband to the worſhip of God, and to 
the love of her people, as far as ſhe could perceive 
any diſpoſition in him. She ereRted a Temple in ber 
heart, having not yet the power to build one in her 
Kingdom, and direacd all her Devotions to the ſa- 
crifcing of her felt. 


are courted by many Lovers , fo high conditions 
have their flatterers, rhac under a ſhadow of them- 
ſelves Adorers, make themfclves Matters ; and un- 
der colour of Service , exerale an Empire even 0- 
ver thoſe that think they command the whole Uni- 
verſe. 1 heir name by this means ſerves for apats- 
port to all miſchiets , their Authoricy tor a ſanctu- 
ary to crimes, their Taxes for tinder to concupil. 
cenle , ther Power for an inſtrument to revenge, 


She was alſo 'greatly to be commended for the 5o and for a ſcourge to mankind. 


little care ſhe had of her Body, againſt the nature 
of that ſex, which: often preters their fleſh before 
God and all Paradiſe. This appeared evidently at 
that ſeaſon when ſhe was to preſent her ſelf to the 
King the ſecond time , ſince that in an occalion ſo 
important wherein al! other women would have 
had an infinite care of their habit and attire , ſhe 
contented her ſelf with ſo ſmall a thing : and yer in 
ber natural grace , juſt as aroſe adorned with its 
own leaves, ſhe. obſcured all other beauties, 
even the moſt tricked and pranked. Her art was to 


have no art atall, to take what nature had given 


her, and to render all to God. 
Furthermore, ſhe brought to Court a great Hu- 


mility and a_perfet ſubmiſſion, which ſhe never 
quitted,, being as obedient roher Uncle when ſhe 
had the Crown upon her headas in her loweſt age , 
ſhe hearkned to his advice, ſhe put it inexecution, 
ſhe deſpiſed no body but her own ſelf. The habit 
of a Queen wasto her a burthen almoſt inſupporta- 


ble , and ſhe never found more joy then in her ſo. 
litude. There are fey women that are born with. 
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This may be maniteiily ſeen in the ſequel of this 
Hiſtory , where it-1s ſaid, that Ahaſnerms exalted 
Hamas above all rhe Princes and Nobles of his 
Kingdom , and took the wickedit man of the carth 
to make of him the moſt puiſſinr, rhat Crimes 
might have as much aſfiiitance, as tus orarch had 
power and riches. His goodneſs was ſeduced in this 
point, and his roo ealic ſpirit was gained by great 
appearances that ſtole him trom himſelf, and lefr 
him nothing bur a meer apparition of Dignity. 

This Haman which he thought ar tirit to be a 
Perſian, an honelt man, an able, and affeRionate 
to his ſervice, was partly an Amalckite, and partly 
alſo a Macedcnian, a fon of the earth, that had nei- 
ther God nor conſcience, a ſpirit full of labyrinths, 
captious , ſuſpitious, great in appearance and little 
inreality, a Lionin proſperity, and an Apein ad- 
verlity, whoſe life was a perpetual crime, whole a- 
varice was a gult, ambition an abyſs, and fortune a 


-o {candal, and an injury to Providence. 


Yer for all thishe entred fo far into the friend- 
ſhip of the King, that he ſaw nor, but by his eyes ;, 


heard 


We 
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heard not, but by hisears ; walked not, but by his whither that did tend, ard. his ordinary idfeneſs 
ſteps; and governed not, but by his counſels. He Afuffered him not to rake any further cognizance of 
| called him his father, and believed him the Moſt ex- ir which rendred him doubly culpable,to permit ib 
cellent, and the wiſeſt man in his whole Kingdome, many murders, and to be ignorant of it, Sexeca Twpiks ig 
commanding every one to acknowledge him for fayes, that when Clandins was in the other world, "Wat . 
the ſecond perſon of the Empire, and to give him ſome men reproathed him with abundance of mur. 218. Sen, 
the greateſt reverence, This Courr, ghat was full 


ders done under his name, and yet he knew not ways 
of ſlaves, carried many candles to this Idol , ſome what they meant, then Aegnſts roſe up and faid, !;" Clan. 
through fear, asto a miſchievous Devil, and 0- 


| . 3 du, 
Thou miſcreant, we talk not here of the {laughters 


thers through hope and expectation to be pre- 10 thou haſt committed, but of thoſe thou halt not 


nn ie 


that buſineſs that concerned the ſafety of his Kit 


ferred. | : | 

The poor Aferdecai felt a moſt bitter grief to ſee 
over the heads of men, him, that would bring the 
whole world under his feet, and in that ſlavery fo 
general to all men, he choſe rather the loſs of his 
life then of his liberty. He would never bow the 
knee before that Baal;and although his enemy per- 
ſecuted him in that bulineſſe by fury,and his friends 
by importunities, he remained unmoveable, reſol- 


known , for it is a more ſhamefull thing to a King 
to be ignorant of the evil that paſſerh in his King- 
dome, then to a& it. 

The fiſter of one of the Prolomy's, King of Fgypr, 
ſeeing that her brother as he was playing at dice, 
cauſed ſome criminal Proceſſes to be read to him 
to decide them in the laſt Appeal, ſnatched the px- 
pers out of the Clerk of the Afſize's hand; and faid 
to her brother, that a dye fell otherwiſe then the 


ved to ſuffer much rather then to do any thing that 20 head ofa man. One cannot bring too much conſi. 


was baſe. Haman that was at the beginning giddy. 
headed by the fumigations of the incenſe that was 
preſented to him on all fides,and that regarded men 
bur as the little gnats, took no heed rot at firſt, 
but when he was advertiſed by his flatterers that 
there was but one onely man at Court that refuſed 


tobe an adover of his fortune, he was inflamed with 


choler, and eſteeming ir but a ſmall game for him 
to cauſe one man to die, he made a reſolution 


deration when there is a queſtion of ſhedding a 
mans bloud, be itin peace or war, 

Yet Abaſneras truſts this proud Haman, 1s one 
that would truſt the wolf with the lives of the ſheep. 
He triumphs with joy for having obtained the 
King's ring , hereliſhes and digeſts his vengeance 
with ceremony. He cauſes a great veſlel to be 
brought him, into which he throws twelve little 
billets which bore the name of every menth, and 


horrible and bloudy to root out a whole Na- 30 cauſes the month to be drawn out by lot in which 


tion. 

He goes and tells the King that the Jews diſper. 
ſed through all the Provinces of his Kingdom, were 
divided by Religion and by Laws from the reſt of 
all the world, and by affe&ion,from his Perſon and 
his State. That they were a people moſt pernicious 
to an Empire, that alwayes fate a brood upon ſome 
poiſon, and that if they ſeemed moderate,it was not 
bur through impotence, being diſpoſed at the fir 


occaſion to caſt themſelves into Rebellion and In- 40 


ſolence. He added alſo, that the great care which 
he had of the good of the State, pur theſe words in- 
to his mouth, that would cauſe the univerſal quiet 
of all his Monarchy, and that after conſideration 
had of the great perils wherewith his Crowns and 
Life were menaced by ghat faftion, he hath found 
nothing better then to prevent them, and to cut 
them off in time, before they had fortified them- 
ſelves to the prejudice ofthe publick. That if the 
Treaſurers of the Exchequer teared by this a dimi- 
nution of the Tributes he would give with all his 
heart ten thouſand talents of his proper goods to 
recompenſe the Levies, ſo much he took to heart 
and the benekit of his people. TT 

This Serpent plaid his game with fo much arti. 
fice, that he perſwaded whatſoever he had a mind 
to in ſuch a manner, as that poor Ahaſuerns, who 
was of a mean and credulous ſpiric, without exa- 
mining any thing, plucks his ring from off his fin- 
ger, puts it into Hamar's bands, with a full power 
to do as he in his diſcretion ſhould think fir, Behold 
the great confuſion of the State, of the Spirit, and 
ofthe Conſcience of Kings, when they ſuffer them- 
ſelves ſo eaſily to be led away by evil counſels, and 
will not ſo much as know what paſſes in the govern- 
ment of rheir people. 

It is an horrible thing that in the turn of an hand 
this miſerable Prince ſhould abandon to the venge- 
ance of a pernicious man,ſo many millions of lives, 
without makiggo0s ſole reflexion upon what he 
ſayes, or what he grants. He had no imagination 


be ſhould execute his pernicious deſign, The lot 
tell upon the laſt, although irc was caſt in the firſt, 
and he would not change it, whether through an 
old ſuperſtition of his Country, or through the 
great confidence he had, that what time ſoeyer he 
took to make the projeRted Maſſacre, the Jews 
could not poſſibly eſcape him, ſo impotent they 
were, and he thought to keep them as beaſts ſhut 
up which one chaſes when one will. | 
It was a pleaſure to him to ſhew thera the glir 
tering ſteel a year before they ſhould die, and to 
make them periſh a thouſand times by fear, before 
their life ſhould be once taken away by ſword. He 
aſſembles all the King's Secretaries, and dictates to 
them a bloudy letter, whereof he cauſes a great 
many copies to be drawn to fend into all the Pro- 
vinces, and the-tenour of them was, That the thir- 
teenth day of the laſt month, which was that of Fe- 
bruary,the Jews ſhould be maſſacredin all the Ci- 


Fo ties and Provinces that were within the utmoſt h. 


mits of the Empire, and that from the leaſt even 
tothe greateſt, without ſparing either man, woman, 
or child, all ſhould be put to the ſword without re- 


miſſion, and that their goods ſhould be confiſcated 


and expoſed to pillage. The Letters marked with 
the Seal and arms of the King, flew as ill-boding 
Birds through all the extents of the ſeven and twen» 
ty Provinces of that great Kingdome. It was an E- 
dic of Death, not ot the death and of the ruine of 


60 one man; or of one City, or of ene Province, but 


of a whole nation, The eyil was univerſal, and car. 
ried on all parts, Menaces, Bloud,Slaughters, Fears, 
and Aﬀrights, from Euphrates even to Nile, The 
rerrour began at the capital City Shuſpan, where 
the EdiCt was ſeen and read by all the wortd, bang- 
edu pe the pillars and on the walls of Publick pla» 
ces, bearing theſe words. 

Artaxerxes the Sovereign Lord and King of 
all che Nations, that are from 1:d;e as farre as E- 


o thiepia, to the Princes and Governours of the ſe- 


ven and twenty Provinces of our Empire, Greet- 
ing : 


Since 


Queens "and Lanier, 


Since the time that I ſubdued'the univerſe under 
my Laws , it was never my will to abaſe the great- 


neſs of my Power, but I bave deſired to govern my | 


good SubjeRs with all clemency and ſweetnels , 
making thera enjoy a peace and tranquillity to be 
wiſhed for by all mortals, and for this purpoſe, in- 

viring of the means that 1 might uſe for the effe- 
Aing of this deſign, Our moſt dear Haman, the ſe- 
cond perſon of our Kingdom, which exceeds all the 
men of the world in capacity and fidelity , bath re- 
preſented to me , that the Jewiſh people diſperſed 
through all the Provinces of my Empire, being ſe- 
parated both by Religion and Laws from all the 
other Nations, deſpiſe our Edits, and ceaſe not to 
render themſelves troublers of the publick Quiet. 
Which having been well and duly conſidered , we 
have ordained and do ordain, that they be puniſhed 
according to the orders of. our moſt dear Hamay, 
who is the Superintendent of all our Provinces, and 


who m we honour as our true father. Furthermore 20 Tathers houſe , and her ſelf alſo ſhould periſh , by 


we will and intend that this Edi ſhall be put in 
execution, the thirteenth day of the Moneth Agar, 
the laſt of the year, to the end that all the wicked 
deſcending into Hell in one and the ſame day, may 
render peace and quietneſs to our good Subjects, 
which they have troubled by their Factions. Such 
is cur $00d pleaſure. 


Given at Shuſhan the firſt of the Moncth Niſan, 


Behold how Hamas and his Complices, workers 
of Iniquity , cut their Furies Quills , and dipped 
them in Bloud , to make the King of the Perſians 
ſay what ever pleaſed them , having his Seal and 
Authority in their hands. Poor' Aordecai ſeeing 
the great Tempeſt that was ready to fall upon the 
heads of all his people, having read that Edict , and 
knowing that Hamas was at the Table with the 
King, who was not ſeen by any , endeavoured to 


move the whole world to pity , cloathing himſelf 4© fon. 


with Sack-cloth, and covering himſelf with Aſhes, 
together 'with all his people that wept and howled 
about him, 

This fad ſquadron marched even to the Walls of 
the Palace, withour entring in , for it was not per- 
mitted not ſo much asto Afordecai, to be ſcen at 
Court in ſo deplorable a Condition , which would 
have offended the eyes of the delicater fort, Bad 
news hath Wings to fly , and abundance of Voyces 
to make it felt be heard. The frighted Maids and 
Eunuches fail not to tell Queen Heſtcr of what e- 
ver had paſſed, whereat ſhe was much amazed, and 
hearing that her Uncle wasat the Gate , covered 
over with Aſhes, with Sack-cloth upon his back; 
ſhe ſent him ſecretly a Sute of Cloaths, which he 
refuſed, judging it not ſutable to his fortune, which 
made her diſpatch another Meſſenger , which was 
Athac the Eunuch that waited on bh , who went 
out of the Caſtle , and inquired of Afordecai of all 


the ſtate of ſo ſad a buſineſs. The other made him © 


a ſhort Narration of it , and gave him a Copy of 
the Edit to preſent unto the Queen , praying him 
to tell her , that ſhe muſt neceſſarily go and ſee the 
King , and a& powerfully with his Majeſty for the 
deliverance of his people, _ 2 

Athae returns readily to his Miſtriſs\, and faith- 
fully relates ro her what he had heard of Aforde- 
cai. The poor Princeſs was in an equal ballance 
greatly racked in mind , She durſt not go to the 


King withont being ſent for, and to reje& the in- 70 


treaty of her Uncle in ap #ccident fo preſſing, tt 
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was another death to her, $he ſends Athac back 
again to repreſent again te the good Aſordecai the 
dariger of that Negotiation , and to tell him that 
there is a Law eſtabliſhed by the Prince, that or- 
dains, that whoſoever ſhall preſent himſelf before 
his eyes, without _ called for , ſhall be puni- 
ſhed with Death , unleſs that by his mercy he holds 
out his Sceptre to him in ſign of ſafety , and that 
thereupon ſhe had not ſeen his Majeſty theſe thirty 
10 Dayes, not knowing in what poſture ſhe is at pre- 
ſent in his heart, that if ſhe ſhould find him in 
ſome ill humour , there were an end of that Liſe, 
which ſhe ſeeks not to preſerve but for the ſafety of 
her People, | 
Notwithſtanding all theſe Remonſtrances, her 
Uncle ſends toherrogo , tells her , thatif ſhe ne- 
gle&ted to negotiate in ſo important an occaſion, 
God would find other means to fave his people. 
But ſhe ſhould had need to take great heed, leſt bar 


t00 ou a care of their Preferyation , and that ſhe 

ought to think that perhaps the Divine Providence 
had placed her where ſhe was , it may hefor that 
only reaſon, 

Here one knows not what one ought to admire 
moſt , whether the Authority that Meordceai took 
over the Queen, , or the Obedience that the Queen 
rendred to him, $he had no ſooner heard that Re. 
ply of his, bur ſhe ſaid, it is concluded , 1 will go, 

@ and ſacrifice my ſelf to Death with all my heart , io 
obey my Uncle, and ſave, if 1 can, my Nation, Go 
tolim, Athac., and bid him afſemble all the”7cws 
that are in Shyſoan, let them keep a Faſt of three 
dayes for the ſucceſs of this Attempt, wi:h continu- 
al Prayers, I will do the ſame on my fide with my 
ſervants here, and afterward we will adventure up- 
on the buſineſs, 

Behold how we ought to ptoceedin great Ne. 
gotiations , making God alwayes to march in the 

head of them, who 1s the ſource of all good Succeſ- 

There was then an admirable Conſort of De. 

votions, both viithin and without the Palace, Afor- 
decai was in the midſt of his People , lifting up his 
hands to Heaven, and ſaying , 

Great God , whoſe Empire hath no limits , and 
whoſe abſolute will ſuffers no contradiction , Your 
hands have formed both Heaven and Earch , with 
all the beauties that are included in their boſome, 
and there is nothing that canreliſt the puiſſance of 

5o Your Arm. My God you know every thing , and 
are not ignorant that the refuſal that I have made 
to reverence the proud Hamas, proceeds not of 
Pride or Vanity that is in me , for from this preſeat 
time IT would kiſs the ground whereon he treads for 
the ſafety of my people. Burt I have been afraid 
to transter the honour of the Creatour to the» 
Creature, and to give a companion to your Ma- 
jeſty; and therctore I beſeech you , O the God 
of our Fathers, to caufe one ray of your mercies 

» £o ſhine upon thoſe poor aflited ones. You ſee 

the rage of our Enemies, who have all ſworn our 

Ruine., Deſpiſe nor your Inheritance , that you 

have Redeemed from Zgypr. Shew your ſelf pro. 
pictous to your People, that is, as it were, the Lot 
of your Empire , Co our Mourning into Joy, 
and ſhur not the Mouthes of thoſe that ſing your 

Praiſes, This Praycr was followed unanimouſly by 

all the people. 
But the Divine Heſter on the other {ide , ſhut 
in her ſecret Cloſet , layes aſide her precious 
habits,and all the attires of the glory that eavironed 
her, taking a mourning ſute, and covering, her ſelf 
with 
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with Aſhes. She was in prayer day and night,ard 
mortified her body with Faltings and Aulterities, 
Care made thoſe Roſes of her beautiful face to wi- 
ther, and the places that had been the complices of 
ber joys, were for that time watered with her tears, 
She ſaid to God with an amorous heart : 

My God, You know the neceſſity that oppreſles 
me, and you are not ignorantthat 1 deteſt with all 
mine heart, that prond Diadem thar glitters upon 


myhead,when by conftraint I muſt appear atCourt, 10 you, bur for the reſt only of my Kingdom : 


I have never worn itin the er” try of my 1- 
lence, and of my dear ſolitude whica I prize above 
all the Empires of the earth, Yeu are not ignorant, 
O my Lord,that ſince that Iwas tranſported to this 
Palace,my heart hath never joyed in any thing, but 
the conſideration of your bleſſings, I am here a- 
lone, and forſaken of all friends and kindred , ex- 
ing no other ſaccour but that of your Arm. Lo, 
I hold my life and my ſoul now in = hands,to loſe 
it for you, or to ſave it for you, T1 
reſolved to ur down your Alrars , and to deſtroy 
the glory of your Temple , are the men that bave 
ſworn our death, But give not, O Lord, your 
Scepter and yourPower to thoſe that haye no name 
among your faithful people : Make their own Ar- 
rows return upon their own faces, and keep us al- 
waies under the prote@ion of yoar Divine Hands. 
Seeing that I muſt be the Prolocutreſs for the good 
of all your Nation,and of mine, Inſpire me with the 


others, and felt his own heart aſſaulted , by the 
fear he had leſt his Countenance had wounded the 
heart of his deareſt Spouſe, He quits the dread. 
fulneſs of a King, and takes the ſervitude of a Lo- 
ver ; he comes down from his Throne ;taſter then 
a pace, runs as well as others to caſe her of her 
ſwoun, and cries aloud, Heſter, my Siſter, what 
ails you ? . The Law thatIhave made, is not for 
And 
when ſhe yet gave no anſwer to that Speech he 
takes his golden Seeprer, gives it her to touch and 
handle , . and kiſſes her wich a great affeQtion, 
conjuring her to take courage, and to come again 
to her ſelf. | 

. Thenas if ſhe had returned from the Ceuntry of 
the Dead, ſhe ſpake with a languiſhing voice , and 


interrupted words, ſaying to the King that he need 


not be aſtoniſhed at that tear of bers, for ſhe had 


oſe that have 20 ſeen his face as the face of an Angel , that he was 


truly terrible: but withal lovely above all the Prin. 
ces of the World, fo many Graces he had and beau.. 
ties upon his Viſage. This was to take him where 
he was cafieſt to be conquered : and to better co- 
lour yet that ſpeech, ſhe ler ber ſelf fall again upon 
the boſom of her ſervant. All the Court had work 
enough about her, and the King above all did what 
he could to ſettle her, Ar laft ſhe came fully to 
her ſelf, and Ahaſweras told her, That it ſhe came 


* diſcourſes that I un to make in the preſence of 30 to make any Requeſt unto him , ſhe ſhould ask 


thatLion. Soften tor us his heart, and make him 
turn his gall on the ſide of our Enemies, that' we 
may render to you our Thankſgivings,and offer to 
you immortal praiſes. 

The third Day jbeing expired, ſhe puts off her 
Mourning , and adorns her ſelf with her richeſt 
Dreſſes, to ſharpen the Arrows of her Beauty 


which ſhe had ſo worthily conſecrated to the great 


Buſineſs of the preſervation of her Nation, Ard 


boldly, yea, though it were even the Moity of 
his Kingdom, for he was now on terms to deny her 
nothing, 

It was alarge promiſe, and one would think that 
now was the time for ber to diſcover her ſeſf. Yer 
ſhe had ſo much reſervedneſs, and fo great a power 


- over her ſelf, that ſhe advanced not. yet her Buſi- 


neſs, but warted for the hour of his Repaſl, wherein 
ſhe knew that the King Ahaſ#erns was ordinerily 


alchough ſhe had an heart filled with cares about 40 more free and merry. She told him only chat ſhe 


the event of an Embaſlage of ſo great importance , 
yet ſhe appeared with a Countenance as flouriſh- 
ing, as the fair dawning of the Day , calming the 
tempeſt of her heart by the force of an invincible 
ſpirit. After ſhe had once more invoked the An- 
thour and Finiſher of wonders, ſhe went accompa- 
nicd with rwo Maids,one of which held her np,ma- 
naging exaQlly the delicacy of her body, and the 0- 
ther carried the train of her Gown largely ſpread 


came to make a ſmall Requeſt pnto his Majeſty, 
and moſt humbly to beſeech him to be pleaſed to 
honour ber with his Preſence , together with Ha- 
man,at a lictle Banquet which ſhe bad prepared for 
them, The King was very joyful at it, and cay- 
ſed Hamay to be called, whom he commanded 
to do whatſoever Hefter ſhould deſire, which 


was moſt- pleaſing to him , being one that loved 


nothing ſo much as that which flattered his vain- 


abroad. She paſſes from door to door, trom cham. 50 glory. 


ber to chamber , andart laſt arrived at the King's, 
who was ſeated on a Throne, in a Sute all laid with 
Diamonds, and a pomp unparalelld. He was rud- 
dy of face, and had eys very ſparkling, andit ſeem- 
ed that he took a kind of pleaſure in rowling them 
upand down, to dazle thoſe that looked upon him, 
by the lightnings of his Majeſty. Artfirft, his look 
appeared a little terrible to this new Wife, whether 
he didit by an amorous Careſs, or whether he was 


They failed not to be both of them at Dinner with 
the Queen, who entertained them yery handſomly, 
and with great Magnificence,& this Entertainment 
pony ſo much her husband , that he ſummoned 

er again to ask what eyer ſeemed good unto her, 
for there was no requeſt but ſhould be granted, thar 
proceeded from her mouth. The Queen that would 
give her ſclt leiſure to conſult with her Uncle firſt, 
that ſhe might effeually diſcloſe that grear affair, 


movyed with ſome choler to ſee her enter, without 60 put off the offer till the morrow after, and ſaid to 


calling for. The wiſe Heſter knew alſo well enough 
how to play her game,and to ſurprize where he was 
weak, in which he thought bimſelf moſt ſtrong, She 
uſed a mute Eloquence, anda fear wherein there 
was much quaintneſs and gentleneſs ofthe Sex. The 
Carnation of her cheeks inſtantly took a pretious 
arte! gs came ſa opportunely as if one had cal- 

ed for it; and as if ſhe had been Thunder-ſtruck 
with the eys of that mighty Monarch , ſhe let her 


the King, That ſince his Majeſty had expreſſed fo 
great a ſatisfaction for her little Dinner , and that 
the cheertulneſs of his heart redounded to the be- 
nefit of his health, ſhe would preſent to him again 
with all humility the very ſame Petition , and con- 
vince him by his friendſhip, which ſhe prized above 
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terrifie, took for himſelf what he'would give to 


all things in the World, to eat again the following, 


day of the Viands that ſhe ſhould make ready for 
him, and with the ſame Company. . 


ſelf fall down in a {wouninto the boſom of the y© . This was fully granted her,and after ſhe had pre- 


Maid that held her up. 
This wonderful King that deſired ſo ouch to 


pared the ſpirit of the King by theſe diſpoſitions, 
ſhe reſolved to open her whole mind, with the 
counſel 


Part 5, 


rey 


counſel and art of Afordecai. Himas went out of the 
Palace gloriouſly trinmphing anJ accompanied wich 
a great train : bur when he perceived Aordecai ar 
the Gate, who made as though he did not ſee him, 
when all others killed themſclves to make him Re- 
yerences,he felt himſelf moyed with fury,and went 
ſuddenly to his houſe, ro conclude upon the Death 
of that innocent man. 

Good ( ſay the philoſophers ) is never Good, 
if it be not in4re and perfet ; which is the cauſe 
that there are few felicities in che World, where all 
Light hath its Shadow , all Fruic its Worm, and 
every Beauty fails not to have its embaſement and 
Allay. And this isit, that proud Hamas cxperi- 
ments in the higheſt glory of his Fortune, He 
makes & conſultation with his Wife and Friends , 
and :ells them, thar he is this day, according to the 
World's eſteem, one of the happieſt men upon the 
Earth. If he looks upon his Riches, they are wel. 
nigh infinite ; 1f he caſts his eys upon his Houſe, be 
ſees it under-propped with a good company of chil- 
dren, If beconfider the favour of the Prince, ne- 
ver man wasin alike degree. - His Counſels are 
the Felicities of the State, his Words are Oracles, 
and his Altitudes are Raviſhments that dazls the 
whole Earth from Exphrares even as far as Ni{us. 
Yet he confeſſes to them ingeniouſly, that in this 
high heapof Honours,and of Bleſlings that environ 
him, he bath no content at all, as long as he ſees 
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without not thinking on it, to the year that made 
mention of Tereſh and Bigthay's Conſpiracy, dif- 
covered by Aſordecai.. The Kings heart rhat was 
in the hand of God, changed in an inſtant , the re- 
membrance of that go6d ſeryant begins to enter in- 
to his mind with ſome tendetneſs and compaſſion ; 
thar ardent and inconſiderate love that' he had had 
to his friend Hamay, grows cold again inſenſibly, 
without having any reaſon for it, It ſeemed as if 


© there had been a charm raiſed ſuddenly by an hea- 


venly hand. He reſumes thoughts of conſiderati« 
on, of juſtice,and affeion towards honeſt men. 
He asked what recompenſe Merdecai hath had 
for ſo great and notable a Service that he did his 
Perſon and all his Eſtate, Jt was found thar he had 
gained nothing by it, but promiſes and hopes. The 
King demands of the Gentlemen of his Chamber , 
who was in the Ante-chamber ? they anſwered Ha- 
way, that was come according to his cuſtom, to diſ- 


20 courſe with him while he was rifing, and to preſs 


hotly Meordecai's ruine. He commands them to bid 
him enter , he enters with a boldneſs that promiſed 
it ſelf all rhings, and ſets himſelf ro his Comple- 
ments and his 0:dinary merriments : yet all thac 
bad pleaſed the King heretofore, in the converſati- 
on of that man evento a Rapture, begins to diſ- 
pleaſe him now,and he ſeeks nothing more then the 
means to humble him. , 

He frames to himſelf in Idea's, a man of Fortune 


himſelf out-braved by that beggarly Raſcal Adoy.. 35 riling from nothing, that hath prevailed over the, 


decai, who vouchſafes not fo rnuch as to.do him a- 
ny Reverence. Allthe Joys that he hath in his 
Houſe, and all the Applauſes that he receives every 
day in publick, gives him not ſo much Pleaſure, as 
that ſole Aﬀcont pours bitterneſs into his heart , 
which he cannot digeſt, And therefore. be prays 
them to adviſe bim on ſome means that he ſhould 
uſe, to rid himſelf of that Villain, and facrifce 
him to his vengeance. He added, that he had Di- 


hmplicity of bis ſpirit, that hach made”great Maga- 
Zines of gold and filver our of his Levies , that dif- 
poſes of all che Offices of his kingdom ; that makes 
himſelf adored of great and ſmall , that is followed 
as himſelt, and more then himſelf, rhat hath his Pri- 
yy-Seal and all his Authority in his hands , that 
ha:h fo much money to lay out, as to offer ten thou- 
ſand Talents to fatiate his Revenge,and that autho- 
rizes all wickedneſs, by the Name , and ayouching 


ned with the King and Queen, and that he was to 4 of his Maſter , if at leaſt he hath one on this crop of 


thither again.che morrow after , which was a 
your that none could hope for after him , yet he 
loſt all the ſenſe of it when it entred into his imagi. 
nation, that he muſt ſee a Aſfordecas at the Palace- 
ate, to reproach to him his impotence : and chat 
there was no more life for him, as long as that cur.. 
ſed fellow, that was tohim as an ill-boding Pird, 
remained at Court. 
The Wife that was of the ſame humeur with her 


glory whither he is mounted, He hath now a mind 
ro undo him, and feels a powerful motion puſhing 
him forward to it, and which permits him not to 
deliberate of it ary more; nor to conſider with 
_ ſecurity he might execute ſo great a buſi. 
neſs, 

He knew that he was bated of all the World, by 
reaſon ot his pride ; and that his Adorers'them- 
ſelves would have caten him up with a very good 


Husband, pronounced a ſhort ſentence, and faid, ,, will, if they wy have had bur the permiſſion gi- 


that if there were not Gallows cnough at Shaſhan 
tohang a Raſcal, he ſball cauſe one to be ſet up of 
fifry Cubirs high, and ſhould deſire the King , that 
HMordec ai ſhould be ſuddenly faſtned to it, and that 
this being done, he might go with a purified ſpirit 
to the Banquet of the Queen. This counſel pleaſed 
him very much, and he refolyed to forward it ; bar 
Providence prepared for him far other buſineſs ro 
diſpatch, ro make him know, that no body thinks 


upon the ruine of another, without haſtning of his ,, 


own. 

The Angel of God that governs Kings, gives 
themth oughts not fore-ſeen, and raiſes ro them oc. 
caſions of Virtues and great Adtions, ſometimes even 
when they leaſt dream of it. The King was laid up- 
on his Bed to repoſe hin ſelf, and could not ſhur his 
eys the whole night, withour having the leaft ap- 
pearance of care Or trouble in his ſpirit. He calls 
tor his Reader , and bids him read to him ſome 
book or otherto entertain him. . He reads in his 


preſence che Annals of the kingdom, and parricular- 


ly, thag which happened in his time ; he comes 


| © ha — 


= 


ven them : he faw that he ſubſiſted not, but by his 
favour which he abuſed ſo baſely. He refolved to 
pick a quarrel with him , and asked bim inſtantly, 
W hat might a great King do, that would honour a 
Favourite to the bigheſt point > Haman thinking 
that chat Queſtion was not made but in fayour,and 
conſideration of him, anſwers with an immeaſura- 
ble impudence ; That co honour worthily a Favou- 
rice, and to ſhew in his perſon what a great Maſter 
can do that loves with paſſion, he muft cloath 
him with bis Royal Cloak, put the wp > Diadem 
upon his head , ſet him upon his own Horſe , and 
command the greateſt Prince oithe Court to hold 
his Stirrop and his Bridle, and lead him chrough all 
places of the Ciry, and co cauſe an Herald to pro- 
claim before him; Thar it is thus that Abaſuerus 
bonoureth his favourites. _ 

The Prince was aſtoniſhed at this inſolence, and 
to make him burſt with fpice, ſaid ro bim, rhat his 


70 Opinion was very good; and therefore he comman- 


ded him to render all thoſe honours prefently ro 
Aordecai the Jew that was at the Palace-gate, This 
"RX Devil 


717 


yis 


Devil of Pride was ſeized with ſo great an amaze- 
ment at that Speech, that he had not ſo much as one 
word in his mouth to reply , and as he was Yain- 
- ang and Inſupportable in his Proſperity , ſo 
there was nothing more Amated or more Baſe in 


 Adverſity, He extremely racks his ſpirit to diſſem- 


ble his diſcontent ; The ſear of death and puniſh- 
ments due to his Crimes, if he did refiſt the Pleaſure 
of the King, made him ſwallow all the bitterneſs of 
that Cup. 

A ſtrange thing ! Poor Aordecas that was all na- 
ſly, covered with Sack.cloath and Afſhes,is fetched, 
is waſhed, is. trimmed up, and clad after the faſhion 
of a King. Hamas preſents himſelf to hold the Stir 
rop of the Horſe, and tolead him by the Bridle, 
while his Enemy was ſhewed in Triumph to the eys 
of the whole City of Sh»ſbay. How much Reſiſt 
ance do we think he made, not to accept this Ho- 
nour ? What thoughts came into his head, whether 
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fie upon theſe Words, and faid to the Queen, 

I know not to what this Diſcourſe tends, or 
where the Man or the Authority is , that dares do 
this without my command. q 

Then ſhe replyes,He,to whom your Majefty hath 
given your Seal, that Traytour,and perfidious Ha- 
may , It is he that hath cauſed bloudy Letters to be ® 
written through all the Provinces,to deliver me and 
my People up to Death, and know:-Sir, that his cru- 


10elty redounds upon your head. 


Haman ey perceived that he was a loſt man, 
and the paleneſs of Death came at the ſame inſtant 
into his Face. The King riſes from the Table , and 
walks into-the Garden, that was hard by, to chew 
upon his Choler. 

The een that had put her ſelf into a Melan- 
choly , caſts her ſelf down upon the Bed. Hamas 
throws himſelf at her feet ; - and as a man that is 
drowning, lays hold on what ere he meets with, 


it was not a trick of Hemay, that would give him a 20 He beſceches her , he urges her , he conjures ber 


ſhort Joy to deliver him toa long Puniſhment, He 
could , not believe his Eys nor his Reaſon , he 
thought that all this had been a Dream. In the mean 
while the whole City of Sha/ban beheld that great 
SpeRtacle, and could not be ſufficiently amazed at 
ſo extraordinary a Change. 

Haman, after the Ceremony was over, returns 
very fad unto his Houſe , deploring with his Wife 
and Friends the ſad ſport of Fortune. The Confufi- 


to ſhew bim Mercy, and in ſaying ſo, bowed him- 
ſelf down upon the Bed, and approached very near 
unto her. 

The King entring at the ſame time into theCham- 
ber, and finding him in that Poſture, How (ſays 
he) will he alſo violate the Queen, my Wife, in my 
Preſence , and in my Houſe ? Let ſome body take 
bim away. Inſtantly they come, and cover his Face, 


" as they were wont to do to thoſe that were carried 


on of their troubled ſpirits ſuggeſts nothing to them 30 away to Puniſhment , and one of the Eunuchs 


but Counſels of deſpair , and they ſay , that ſince 
Aoratcai bath begun, ſure he will make an end, He 
was very loath to go to that Feaſt of the CSG 
feared that it would prove a ſacrifice; and that he 
ſhould be the offering. | 

Heſter that ſaw that her ſport was ſpoiled if he 
was not preſent,cauſed him ſecretly to be engaged, 
and prefled by the Eunuchs of the King , _ un- 
der colour of Civility , condu& him to his final 
Miſery. 

He entersinto the Chamber of the Feaſt : The 
King diſſembles all that had been done ; there was 
nothing talked of at the firſt, but of paſſing merrily 
the time away ; Every thing flouriſhed,every thing 
Laughed ; but Poyſon was Fid under the Laughter, 
and Venome under the Flowers. 

. At theend of theirRepaſt , the King Conjures 


theQueen totell him at laſt what it was that ſhe de- 
ſired'of him, becauſe he was fully reſolved to divide 
bis Crown and Seeptre with her. Then ſending forth 56 


a great ſigh, ſhe cried, - 


Alas Sir, Ido not ſue to your Majeſty for any of 


all the Honours, or the Riches of your Empire; buc 


I deſire of you only my own and my poor peoples 


lives, which ſome would overthrow, deſtroy, and 
maſlacre by an horrible and bloudy butchery. Sir, 
I ought no longer to diſguiſe any thing to your 
Majeſty, God bath made me be born of that Na- 
tion., which is giyen for a Prey under your Autho. 
rity, and deſtined tothe Shambels. 
they aimat ; If they had gone about only te make 
me and my People Slaves, I would have held m 
peace, and ſtifled my groans. But Sir, what have I 
done , that my throat ſhould be cut , after I ſhall 
have ſeen the bloud of my neareſt kindred ſhed 
before mine Eys, to be thrown as the laſt Sacrifice, 
upon a great heap of dead bodies, and buried in 
the Ruines of my dear Country ? Alas, Sir , 
ſhew us Mercy , You that are the Mildeſt of all 
Princes, reſtore me-my ſoul , and the lives of my 
whole Nation. YO | 

The King entred into an Admiration of Exta- 


thoughtof , ſaying , that he had prepared a pair of 
Gallows of fifry Cubits high, for Afordecai the Pre- 
ſerver of the Kings Life. 

It is that which is his Due, (anſwered Ahaſnerns) 
and let him be hanged ſuddenly upon the Gibber 
that he hath ſerup. 

This was executed without delay., there being 
no body that was not extreme joytul of his ruine. 
HMordeeai was called to the Palace,to take his Place, 


40 and to Govern allthe Houſhold of the Queen,thar 


now acknowledged him in the preſence of the King 
her Husband, for her Uncle. 

- Heſter afterwards beſeeched the King , to com- 
mand Diſpatches to be ſent through all the Provin- 
ces, to countermand and to make void the Letters 
of Death which cruel Haway had cauſed already to 
be ſpread through all the kingdom.. This was found 
very reaſonable, and they were forthwith Expedi- 
ted in theſe termes. 

Artaxerxes the Sovereign Lord and King of 
all the Nations that are from 714ia to Ethiopia, To 
the Princes and Governours of the ſeven and twen- 
ty Provinces of our Empire, Greeting. 

Many abuſing through their Pride , the Good. 
neſs of Princes, and the Honours that have been 
giventhem, do not only endeavour to opprefs Peo- 
ple, bur alſo by a dereſtable Felony, to attempt up- 
on the Life of their Benefatours, not being able to 
bear the Weight of the Glory , to which they are 


It is me that 60 Exalted. 


. They are hot contented to be Ingrateful for Bene- - 
fits;-and to violate the Laws of Humanity, but per- 
{wade themſelves, that;though they run our into ſo 
. Crimes , they ſhall eſcape the Judgments of 
that 'great God, from whom nothing is concealed. 
Their Fury is ſo irregalated , that though they be 
defiled with all ſorts of Vices,they accuſe thoſe that 
are Innbcent , and obſerve "untually all the Juſt- 
neſs oftheir Duty, - endeavouting to ruine them by 


o *be Artifices and Juglings of their Lies. And for 


this they ſurpriſe the Ear of Kings , who have an 
Heart full of Goodneſs and Sincerity , —_—_— 
. thole 
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thoſe that are near their Perſons by their own Diſ- 


poſitions. s : | 
The proof of this may be found in Antient Sto- 
ries,andevenin thoſe of our Dayes too, which ſhew 
ſufficiently how the good Intentions of Kings are 
Corrupted by the wicked Counſels of their Mini- 
ters and Servants. h 
For this. Reaſon, we ought to give order for the 


Peace of our Provinces ; and if we are Conſtrained | 


to make you a Countermand 


from-the inconſtancy of our Reſolutions. - 


It is neceſſary, that you ſhould underſtand that 


Haman the ſon of Amadathaa Macedonian by Na- 
tion and AﬀeRtion, after he had been promited by 


oar Goodneſſe to the ſecond place of ourKingdom, 
hath defiled by his Craelty the effeRts of our Piety, : 


and hath puffed himſelf up with ſo great an Arr6-, ' * The Commands of the Kin 


gance, as to have dared to attempt to depriveus of 


our Scepter, and of our Life. For he reſolyed to 20 


preſervation , and to deſtroy with him Hefer the 
Companion of our Bed, and of our Scepter with her 
whole Nation, by Inventions pernicious, and till 
this time unheard of. ; 

He hoped by this means, that having taken away 
our Conſervatours, be might ſurprize us in a Dere- 
lition, and tranſlate the Kingdome of the Perfians 
to the Macedonians, | 


cauſe Mordecaito dye, to whoſe Fidelity IL owe my 


: .tempt and Niſobedjence. 
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their Enemies to Puniſhment the ſame day that 
they had determined to deftroy them , ſeeing that 
the God Almighty hath turned to them into Joy, 
that day of Tears and Grief, | 

And fince that that is Important even for our Life 
and Preſervation; We'Command that that Day be 
put in the number of the Feaſts, that Poſterity may 
know the Recompenſes of our”-Faichfull Servants, 
and the Puniſhment of thoſe that oppoſe our Will, 


rermand, know: that. itpro- 10 and make attempt upon our State. 
ceeds rather from the neceſſity of the Titties, then 


- -Andifthere be-any Province or City that reſuſcs 
to ſolemnize that very Day with Joyes.and Chear- 
fulneſs befitting it, we Will. that ic be /deſtroyell 
with Fire and Sword, and thatit be made inacceſſi- 
ble to ſen and Beaſts to perpetuity, to give an'Ex- 
ample to others by the puriſhment of their con» 


were diligently exe- 
cuted, and the Jews Dreaded and Honourcd in all 
places by reaſon of the great Credit that Aordecas 
ad with the King bis Maſter, _ 

It ſeemed that the Sun was riſer-a.new for theſe 
people heretofore afflited,andthat Heavery poured 
down upon them bleflings in abundance. There was 
nothing every where but Joyes, but, Dances, but 
Feaſts, in Teſtimony ofTo publick an alacrity. But 
it is clear that Heſter held yet ſomewhat ofthe Old 
Teſtament in the ſearching out of the enemies of 
her Nation, and in theRevenge that ſhe cauſed to 


But we have diſcovered, that the Jews deſtined 3© be exerciſed every where upon them that bad 


to death by this wicked Villain, are withour fault, 
That they uſe good Laws, and that they are the 
true Children of the moſt High, moſt Great, and 
Everliving God, by whom the Empire is given and 
preſerved to us. : 

And for this Reaſon, we make void and diſannul 
. the Letters that he hath directed to you in onr 
Name,to cauſe them to be Murthered, making you 
to know that the Authour of the Lye hath been 
God rendring to him that which he hath deſeryed. 
Furthermore, we Will and Ordain that the Jews 
five in all our Provinces according to their Law and 
Ceremonies ; and that you aſlift them in bringing 


{worne her Ruine. 
Haman's Houſe was given her,and ten of his Sons 


hanged to accompany the puniſhment. of their Fa» 
ther. Five hundred men were ſlain in Sh»/aay for 


”1% 


having adhered to that miſerable man, and through _ 


all the reſt of the Cities of the Kingdome, much 
bloud was ſhed on the ſame day that had been aſ- 
ſigned for the Mafſacres of the Hebrews. 

We muſt avow that'this' Hiſtory is wonderfull 


banged _ the Gallows at the Gate of Shy/bay, 40 Tragicall, and one of the moſt wonderfull "pan 


tions of Fortune that eyer arrived to Great ones,to 
make Poſterity fear the Judgments of a God whoſe 
Hand is as weighty in the Chaſtiſement of Crimes, 
as his Eye quick-ſghted in the deſcerning of hears. 


by 
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THE SOULDIERS. 


JUDAS MACCABEUS. 


E muſt be ignorant of the chief and 
moſt viſible of beauties that knows 
not Fofoua, One cannot ſee the Sun 
without py thegreat com- 
merce that this valorous Captain 
bad with the King of Stars. All the 
World lift their eys up to it, but none hath ever lif- 
ted his voice as far asit, to make himſelf be heard, 
and to make himſelf to be obeyed. The Stars knew 
7ofbus, becauſe he bore the Name of him that for. 
med ther : It is he that firſt gave us the fore- taſtes 
of the name of 7eſws , at which the Heaven , the 
Earth, and Hell, do bend the knee. 

Whar lovely thing had not this generous Zofbns, 
ſeeing one cannot name him without mentioning 
Salvation,which isthe wiſh and content of all men? 
Who would think that fuch a fpirit had been born 
and bred in ſervitude ? And yet he was Pharac/'s 
ſlave,he was as the reſt in the chain,that was at that 


—_— 


He was inclined to war by the diſpoſition of 
God himſelf, he received the ſword as from his 
hands, and wore it fifty ſeven years always in af- 
faults,always in defences, always in various encoun- 
ters, and in bloody bartels, for the ſafety and the 
glory of his Nation. 

He battrreaped more Palms, then heaven hath 
ſtars, he made as many combats as jonrneys, and 
gained as many victories as he gave battels. Happi- 


10 neſs never deliberated whether ſhe ſhould follow 


his undertakings. She was under him as -a Sonldier 
in pay, and whither one cartied his Standards, the 
other incontinently diſplaied her wings to coyer 
them, They never brake aſunder , and hazard that 
hath often a foot ſo ſlippery, found firm ground 
when it was covered with the arms of 7oſpxah. 

He affronted Giants that ſeemed to have been 
born only for the terrour of mankind. He tumbled 
down towers of fleſh, and trod under feet Monſters 


time common to all his people, Thoſe were very zo that the moſt valiant durſt not ſo much as look on. 


patient that could endure it, but he was far more 
valiant that found a means to break ir, | 
When in his little infancy be played upon the 
banks of the River of Nile with the other priſon- 
ers, he then ſtrook terrour into all its flotes, and the 
Angels of ,A&gypt,knew that he ſhould tread under 
his Feet the I, ofPharach &-carry away the ſpoils 
of that, proud kingdom , ſo many times cemerfted 
with the blood of his brethren, He did every thing 
by Adeſes's orders, and Moſes did nothing without 
bim, Itone was the eye of his people,the other was 
the arm, if one was the Conductour of them, the 
other was theProteRour.lf one had theProvidence, 
the other reſerved to himſelf the execution which is 
ordinarily the moſt difficult piece of Prudence. 
Adeſes lifted up his hands to Heaven , and 7oſb»a 
his Arms upon the head of the enemies of God , 
the one combated with the lips, and the other with 
the ſword : the one poured out oyl and wine upon 


He took Cities whoſe Walls and Citadels were fo 
bigh that they ſeemed to be loſt in heaven. 

The Plains of Adakkedab, of Libxah, of Lachiſs, 
of Debir, of Hebron, of Gilgal, of Gezer, and of Fe- 
richs,bear yet the ſeeds of his Lawrels, Eglox and 45 
preſerve his Tropheys which are yet Qtanding after 
they have ſeen the ruines of the Pyramids of Egypr. 
But Gibco carries away the price of his victories, 
ſeeing it was it that ſaw the Sun ſtand ſtill upon his 


o Conqueſt, 


Plato and Ariſtotle that hold the heavens and the 
ſtars, animated, 7=lize Firmicws that believes them 
filled with ſence and with prudence,would not have 
failed to tell us here, that it was the love and the 
admiration of the valour of that great Captain, thac 
tied the Sun by inſenſible chatns in the midſt of his 
firmament, and that he conld not endure to fer be- 
fore he had ſeen the end of that famous battel : he 
could ſee nothing amongſt our Antipodes that came 


the Altars, the other ſhed the blood of the wicked 49 near this ſpeRacle ;he elteemed his Light more no- 


to make a ſacrifice to the juſtice of the Sovereign 
Monarch, 


ble and more precious for that it had ſhone that ve. 
ry day even upon the Valour of the moſt rare Man 
of the whole Earth, Bur 


Part 5. 
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But the Scripture teaches us , that the chiefe of 
the Luminarics 6f heaven ſtood for that time im- 
movable, not by any anderſtanding that it had, but 
by obedience that it rendred to its Creatour , ſee- 
ing the Creatour himſelf wonld obey the voice of 
a man, All the Militia of heaven defiredto be of 
the Party,the Moon and the Stars waited upon their 
King, and would” not move one ſtep that was not 
troden according to his meaſures, 


After this do we think it ftrange that the Rivers 10 


turned about their Paſſages to favonr Foſhna's, and 
that the ſacred Jorday was ſenſible of the foot- ſteps 
of a mortal man., te whom the heavens themſelves 
gave ſome yeneration ? ; 

Millions of men grew pale with fear when they 
ſaw one ſingle man with his ſword in hand , The 
walls of Cities fell to the ground, though he did not 
touch them but with his eys, . 

The only preſence of 'one bs wes worth an 
hundred Regiments ; The ſouldiers thou 
thing impoflible under him , and by him the ene- 
mies eſteem'd themſelves vanquiſh'd as ſoon as ſeen, 

What may one ſay of a Generalthat ſubdued 
thirty and one Kings, that brake ſo many Sceptres, 
that ſaw ſo many Crowns and Diadems at his feet ? 
One ſole Victory carried away upen a Monarch, 
cauſed the Rowan Caprains to be ſeen in a Chariot 
of Ivory drawn by white Horſes , and ſometimes 
by Elephants and Lions : Seſofres King of the FE. 


| The Cavaliers, 


ht no- 4, puniſhed Crimes with a zeal mitt with ardour and 


JOSHUA. 


Great in Arms andin Laws, and accompliſhed in 
all ſorts of virtues. The 1/7 aelites thinking one day 
that Moſes their ConduRour had been Fon in the 
Wilderneſs, deſired the High-Pricſt Aaroz% to make 
them a God to ſupply his default ;' But after that 
Moſes was dead, and that they beheld 7oſhwa ſeated 
in his place, they deſired no more any other Deity; 
becauſe they perceived in him the livelieft imprefli- 
on that man can have of God upon the earth, 
Virtues that ſeemed meſt contrary were recon- 
ciled in him, and made but one fole viſage of per- 
tection. Piety made nothing ſoft in his Courage, 
nor Courage any thing fierce 1n his Piery, Heighth 
of Spirit found that ſhe was compatible with Meek- 
neſs. Aﬀiveneſs went the ſame pace with Provi- 
dence, and the moſt Illuſtrious of glories tepoſed 
in him under the ſhadow of Humility, Juſtice in 
him did net offend Clemency, He imitated the 
living God that is merciful even as far as Hell, He 


compaſſion , and when he cauſed Achax that ſacri- 
legious man to dy , at the time that his hand was 
ſtiff ro hold the ballance of Juftice in an equality, he 
felt in his heart a tenderneſs that made him give 
death to the culpable as a benefit , though others 
rook it for a puniſhment, 

But let us remember while we ſpeak of 7oſons 
that God hath covered him with the rays of glory , 
to teach us, that we are conſtrained <drer bay 


£yptians , four Kings to be ried to his Coach , for 49 brave ads in ſilence, 


that he had conquered them in batrel. But our 7o- 
ſua , a ſubduer of pride as well as men , deſires no 
exteriour pomp te honour his deeds of valour. Ir 
ſaFiced him that God triumphed in him, and would 
not have any other glory, bur to be under the feet 
of him that marches upon the wings of the winds, 
and upon the head of Cherubins. 

He was not only a valiant Souldier,and wiſe Ge- 
neral, but at laſt the Judge and Prince ofhis people. 


To conclude, He to whom tothing was wanting 
but immortality , died as a ſetting Sun , animating 
his people with the ſpirit that went our of his body: 
and ſome hold that the Hebrews put npon his Tomb 
the figure of a Sun, as if they would ſay that he was 
amongſt men that which & Sun is amongſt the 
Stars, and that there is nothing even as far as the 


ſhadow of death,that hath not kindled for hira lights 
of Immortality. 


JUDAS 


| Hatſfoever Virtue hath of Great, 
\ / whatſoever Valour hath of 
, Generous, met in the perſon of 
?udas Maccabens to make a marvell of his life, and 
an Immortal memory of his Name, . 
God cauſed him to be born in a deplorable age,in 
the time that King Antiochns furnam'd the 1lluſtri- 
ous , raiſed that horrible perſecution againft the 


7ews, that made the heavens to weep, and the earth 


M A 
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CCABEUS. 


ous to oppoſe themſelves againſt the fury of the 
Tyrant, and to retainthe remnants of the true Pi- 
ety. As foonas the 7»fidels had heard that a little 
handful of men afſay'd to ſubſtra&t themſelves from 
their purſſance, and refuſed to make open profeſſi- 
on ot the Religion of the Pagaxs , they failed not 
haſtily to ſend unto them a Lievtenant of the Kings, 
that ſummoned Aattathias to render up birſelf 
with all his men , and to offer Incenſe to the Idols, 


to bluſh with bloud. It was a ſport to that barba- 10 Bur this virtnons man aſſembling his ſons and his 


rous man to prophane holy things, and a continual 
exerciſe to flea and roaſt men, or to throw them 
into boyling Caldrons , without having any other 
crime, but dying for the true Religion. The cruel- 
ty of the tornients overcomes the weak, and ſhakes 
eventhe ſtrongeſt; The Altars overturned upon the 
bleeding Priefts , the children ſtrangled in the bo- 
fom of their Gghing Mothers , the flames that with- 
our diſtinction devoured the ſacred and prophane, 
the Houſes that ſeemed now but dens of Beaſts, pre- 
ſented to the world an hideous ſpeRtacle that gave 
more deſire to dy, then courageto live. 

Amidſt cheſe deſolations was found a gallant old 
man named Aſattathias , the father of many ſons 
all men of 'yalour , who went out-of er»ſalem to 
retire himſelf in the City of Afodin. There he 
aſſembled all thoſe of his Family, who were follow. 
e4 of whatſoever remained yet of molt courage- 


allies, ſaid rhus unto them, 

It would be,to be too much in love with Life,to be 
willing to ſpare and keep it in the loſs of the true 
Religion, I am ſorry thatIeverentred into the 
world, when I conſider the time to which God hath 
reſerv'd my age to ſee the diſaſters of my people, & 
the deſolation of holy Feruſalem, abandoned to the 
pillage of rapinous hands, and to the prophanation 
of the impious. Her Temple hath been handled as 


20 the objeR of all reproaches, and thoſe Veſſels of 


Glory that ſerved tor the Miniſtery of the Living 
God , hath been taken away by violence. We 
have feen her ſtreers covered with dead bodies, and 
the little children having their throats cut upon 
the Carcaſes of their Fathers. And what Nation 
bath nor poſlefled our orig ane is not. enriched 
with our ſpoils ? The holineſſe of the Temple hath 
not ſtayed ſacrilegious hands , and ſo many ſlaves 
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741 


722 


THE HOLY COURT, 


of that proud City, have not been able to preſerve 
themſeives from flames. After this, what intereft 
can we have in life,unleſs it be to revenge the quar- 
rel of God ? Iam promiſed all the honors, and all 
the goods that | can reaſonably bope for, 1t 1 will 
obey the King Antiochus, and range my felf on the 
party of thoſe that bave fo baſely betrayed their 
faith. But God forbid, that I ſhould ever fall into 
ſuch a proſtitution of Judgment or of courage. 


(© "TE. I + 


recommendsble to Grece. He believed eveh inp 
fe&tion a God Sovereignly Almighty, that bak 
eye alwayes open upon the ations of men, that is 
the diltriburer of Glory, and the Revenger of In. 
iquities;and held firmly that he was to be acknow. 
ledged and adored by the worſhip, and the Cere- 
monies ordained in the law of his Fathers;and ther. 
fore embraced with an Incomparable ardour the 
true Religion, uſing his uttermoft endeayour to 


When all thoſe of my Nation ſhall have conſpired 10 practice,detend,and maintain it, to the prejudice of 


to forſake their Law; to obey the time, and to ac- 
commodate themſelves to the Prince's will, can an- 
ſwer for my ſclf, and for my children, and for my 
brothers, aſſuring my ſelf of their Generoity that 
they will never do any thing that is baſe. Ler all 
thole that ſhall have a zeal to the true Religion 
joyn themſelves to us, and know that amonglt ſo 
many miſeries there is nothing better,then to mark 
with their bloud the way of Safety and of Glory,to 
give example to Poſterity, 

In the mean time the Kings Commiſſioners preſ- 
ſed every one to declare himſelf, and to ſacrifice , 
whereupon a man of the people of the Jewes, whe. 
ther he was frighted by the terrour of the puniſh- 
ments, or allured by the promiſe of rewards, ſtep: 
ped forth to ſacrifice upon an Altar ſet up in pub- 
Iick,and dedicated to the falſe Deities, But Aſatta- 
thias having looked ſteddily upon him, felt his heart 
inflamed with a violent heat of the zeal that pofleſ- 


ſed him, and running to that Apoſtate, killed him 30 


with his own hand, and laid him dead upon the Al- 
rar, making him ſerve for an offering in the place to 
which be came to be a Prieft. He added co him alſo 
that Lievtenant of the King that commanded them 
ro offer thoſe ſacrifices of abominations, and decla- 
red open war to all the Infidels that would con- 
ftrain them to forſaketheir Law, 

It is a wonderfull thing to conſider the power of 
a man in zeal that contemns his life, and iFambirious 


20 


goods,lite honour, and of all that is eſteemed dear- 
eſt inthe world, He yeilded himſelf to be totally 
conducted by Providence, which he held to preſide 
inall Battels, ſo thar he meaſured not viRtories by 
the multitudes of ſouldiers, by arms, by fortreſſes, 
by ammunitions of war : but aſſured bimſelf that 
there was a ſecret Providence from above, that 
made all the happineſs and miſery of men. 

Frem thence it came that he had a wonderful con- 
fdence in the Divine ProteRion, believing himſelf 
tO be beloved of Ged, whom he loved reciprocally 
more by ſincerity of affcion, then by exteriour 
Pomp ; He never went to fight but he fore-armed 
himlelf with ſtrong and ardent prayers ; he never 
undertook to give battel, but he exhorred his men 
to implore the aſſiſtance of God npon their Arms.; 

He alſo ſhewed himſelf very ſenſible of the fa- 
yours of Heavyen,and deſired that God ſhould fir 
of all triumph in all the good ſucceſſes that accom- 
panied his Standards, which be expreſſed viſibly, 
when, baving defeated the Generals of King Artic 
chu: 1n manitold aſſaults, and gotten a little reſt ro 
his dear country , he took a preſſing care to cauſe 
the Templeto be repaired and cleanſed, that had 
been horribly prophaned by the Infidels. 

It was an incomparable joy to all the people-when 
after ſo many deſolations that had preceded, he ce. 
lebrated a Triumphant Dedication, by which be 
cauſed the hopes of his Nation to reflouriſh. His 


ofdeath. Thisholy old man began an army with 40 ares extended even beyond the World wherein we 


five ſons that he had, and a few kinſmen. He quit- 
ted the City of Aſedix, where he could not be the 
ſtronger,to entrench himſelf upon a Mountain, whi- 
ther thoſe that were zealous for the defence of the 
antient piety arrived from all ſides with their wives, 
their children, and their flocks , all reſolved to live, 
or to dye with the Illuſtrious Maccabeans, Aatta- 
thias ſecing his army every day increaſe, did brave 
exploits of war;ſo that he was not contented to beat 


back the Infidels : but aſſaulted them even in their 5 


trenches,and chaſed them away,which gave him all 
libercy to demolliſh the'propbane Altars that they 
had erected in many places,to cauſe circumciſion to 


be adminiſtred to little Infants, and to recoyer the | 


ſacred books our of the hands of the enemies. 

In fine, this valorous Captain,after many combats, 
ſceing his laſt day approach, made a long oration to 
his children,inflaming them. to the zeal of theirRe. 
gion againſt rhe Tyranny of King Antiochw , and 

t 


live, and one may well affirm, that he was the firſt 
of the Antient Fathers of the Old Teſtament, thax 


expreſſed more openly the charitable offices that ' 


ought to be rendred to the ſouls of the Deceaſed, 
This manifeſtly appears in an encounter which be 
had with Gorgias General of the Army of the Ene- 
my,in which he loſt ſome Souldiers , and when be 
came to viſit the field of battel to view the Dead, 
and tO cauſe them to be carried to the Sepulcher of 


© (heir Fathers, he found that ſome amongſt them had 


in their cloathes cercain pieces of the offerings pre- 
ſented to the 1dots,thinking perhaps that it was law- 
full tor them to accommodate themſelves with it for 
their uſe, though in effe the Law forbad it. This 
gayea ſhock at firſt unto his conſcience that was 
very delicate, and he deplored the unhappineſs of 
thote forſaken people, that had loaded themſelves 
with prophane Booties , yet when he thought that 
that betell them more for want of conſideration,and 


er he had given them Judas Maccabens for their 60 by the bope of ſome little gain, then by any con- 


Chief, and Simeon for their Counſel, bleſſed them, 
and ſhut vp his life by a moſt glorious end: | 

?udas,that had been a good Souldier under his Fa- 
ther, became a great Commander amongſt his bre- 
thren,and continued the defign that had been traced 
out unto him by the virtue of their Anceſtours,em- 
ploying all his power to raiſe again the Trophies of 
the God of Hoſts that had been thrown down by 
the fury of the Infidels. 


I find that this great Cavalier founded bis whole 70 


ſife upon Conſcience,and Honour, which he always 
eſtcemed above all that is preciousin Nature, and 


ſent that they had given to idolatry, he ſent twelve 
thouſand Drachmes into 7er»ſalem, to cauſe Sacri- 
fices to be offered for the reſt of their Souls, 

This made him to be honoured with very particu- 
lar favours of heaven , for he hath been ſometimes 
ſeen ina combat environed with celeſtial virtues that 
watched for his protetion, and filled his enemies 
with terror, His very dreams were not withont a 
myſtery ,witneſs that which ſhewed him the Prophet 
?eremy,and the high Prieſt Oxias, who prayed be- 
tore the face of God for the ſafety ofthe People;the 
former of which two put into his band a gilded 


ſword, 
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wogl, telling him that it was that wherewith he 
d bring wag the earth the enemies of his 
Religion. | wo 


The great love that he had for God,refleted it 
ſelf continually towards his neighbour,on whom he 
contemplated the image of the firſt beaury.He bore 
in his heart all that were afflicted, and burned with 
a moſt ardent love for the good of his dear country, 
The zeal of Juſtice poſſeſſed his ſoul, and he had no 
greater delights in.the world, then to ſuccour wi- 
dows, orphans, and all neceffitous perſons. They 
ran to him as to their-true Father ,- they ranged 
themſelves under the ſhadow of his virtue, and 
found there a refreſtimentin their moK parching 
heats. His converſation was ſweet, his ſpeech affa- 
ble,bis manners without avarice. He never fold his 
ProteRion, nor made any Traffick of his Valour, 
He knew not what it was to buy his neighbours 
lands, to build palaces, to plant orchards, to make 


MACCABEVUS. 


This great zeal that he had of Juſtice was accom« 
panied with a well tempered prudence, As hene- 
ver let looſe himſelf in that which was abſolutely 
of the'Law, fo, did he never uſe to rack himſelf by 
unprofitable ſcruples, that are ordinary enough to 
thoſe that are zealous through indifcretion.. Some 
of his Nation ſhewed themlfelves fo ſuperſtitious, 
that being aſſaulted by their enemies on the Satur- 
day, they let their throats be cut, as ſheep, with- 


IO out the leaſt refiſtance, for fear of violating the 


Sabbath, if they ſhould put themſelves upon: a de- 
fence. 7adas following the example of his father 
Mattathias rook away that erronr, which tended 
to the general deſolation of bis Country, and ſhews> 
ed by hvely reafons, that God who hath obliged 
us to the preſervation of our ſelves by the Law of 
Nature, bad never ſuch an intention as to give us 
for a prey to our enemies by an indiſcreet ſuperſti- 
tion, That it was a good work to defend the Al- 


gardens, and to heap up treaſures. He was rich for 20 tars and ones Conntry againſt the Infidels;and that 


the poor, and poor for himſelf, living as a man un- 
—atben all things elſe, and faſtned to viriue a- 
lone by an indiſſoluble knot of duty. 

His Temperance paſſed even to admiration, fo 


greatly did he contemn thoſe pleaſures and delights | 
L 


at others regard as their chief felicity. He never 
dreamed of cauſing the beautifull women: priſoners 
to be preſerved for himſelf, becauſe he was skilful in 
the trade of defending Ladies honours rather then 


it was not to break the Sabbath, bur rather to fan» 
ihe it. | 

Following theſe paths , he was the firſt of all 
the Jews that made a League with the Romans, 
which bath ſeemed a little Farſh to Rupertus, and 
ſome other Divines: But we muſt conſider what 
Saint Pax ſaith, That if all commerce With the Ger 
tiles had been forbidden tothe Jews, and to the firſt 
Chriſtians, they ſhonld have been conſtrained rather 


aſſaulting them, He never had any Miſtriſs, being 30 t» go ont of the world, then converſe init. Never did 


perpetually Maſter of himſelf, and one ſhall bave 
work enough to find our his wives name : it is not 
read that he bad any other children but Virtues and 
Victories. He lived as an Eſſex eſtranged from all 
the pleaſures of the fleſh, and caſted no other con- 
tentment in the world,then to do great ations. He 
never enterprized the war againſt King Antiochus 
to make himſelf great,and to reign but tor the pure 
love of his Religion and dear Conntry. 


this. great Captain in” his moſt preffing neceſſi- 
ties cauſe the Reman ſouldiersy to come into Pa- 
leftine , fearing leſt their approach might bring 
ſome damage and prophanation to an Holy Land. 
But foraſmuch as he ſaw himſelf environed all 
round with Kings that bowed under the puiſſance 
of the Roman Empire, he thought that it would 
be convenient to endeavour to gain their friendſhip 
to obtain more eaſily Juſtice againſt the oppreſſt- 


Traytours and corrupted ſpirits blame him for ha- 4, ons of his neighbours. He employed the. power of 


ving taken up arms, ſaying, That it behoved them 
rather to- ſuffer the Deſtinies then ro make them. 
'T hat it behoyed them to obey the Powers that God 
had fer over their heads. That it was a great raſh- 
neſs toxbink to reſiſt che forces of all 44 with a 
little handfull of ſouldiers ; that it could not chuſe 
þut provoke the conquerours, and draw upon the 
ranjuiſhe a deluge of calamities. 

The world hath heen fullin all .times of certain 


the Infdels not to torment the faithfuil, but to ru- 
incinfidelity. He ſought to thoſe into whoſe hands 
God had put the Power, to have the exerciſeof ir 
to the glory of him that had communicared ir to 
them; this was not acrime, but a moſt exquiſite 
piece of prudence, 

The falſe high Prieft Alcimns, Jude's adver- 
ſary, did not n the matter ſo, who cauſed the Ar- 
mies of Aztiochxs to. come to the deftruction of 


condeſcending Philoſophers , who accommodate gg the Altars, and to the maſſacre of his brechren, 


themſelves to every thing, that they may not difac- 
commodate themſelves tor virtue. They care not 
what viſage is given to Piety ,ſo that they find tbere- 
in their own advantages. By how much the more 
mens ſpirits are refined to ſearch out reaſans to co- 
Jour the toleration 6f vices, by ſo much the more 
their courages are weakned,and neglc to maintain 
. themſelves in duty. There are ſome that had rather 
lie ſtil iv the dirt,cthen take the pains tuiſe out of it. 
- Z«das conſider'd.that King Antiochus was noteonr 
tented with having brought the, Jews to. a common 
dervitude, but; would oyerthrow all their Laws,-and 
aboliſh entirely; their Religion: He did not believe 
that it was tawtull for him to abandon-cowardly the 
intereſts of God. He thought that there are times 
wherein 6ne-ought rather deſtroy ones ſelf with 
courage, then preſerve ones ſelf with ſluggiſhneſs, 
He looked not ſo much upon his ſtrength, as upon 
his duty. He perſwaded himſelf that a good Cauſe 


which cauſcd him to be ſmitten with.a ftroak from 
Heayen, and rendred bim execrable to.the memo- 
ry of men, | L008 

But we muſt acknowledg;that of all the greatqua- 
lities that hath ſhined in this ſo famous man, Valour 
hath alwayes beld one of the upper ranks: He was 
made for Military virtue, and furniſhed with all the 
neceſſary, conditions that make Generals of Armies 
and Conquerours. An clevated birth;an happy be- 


60 ginning that he made: rinder bis father, ſcience of 


War, Authoricy, -Happineſs; Vigilancy, - Aive- 
nefs,,Boldneſs, Government,and whatſoever is beſt 
in the profeſſion of Arms; had contributed to make 
of him the wonder of-his: age. (He /was a Lion's 
heart, .that found fequrity in dangers; and would 


. Not have even-Crowns themſelves, if he did nor 


pluck. them out of the midſt of thorns--One can- 
not read; without. admiration the two :books of 
the Adactebees, in conſidering the preatprogreſ- 


cannot be foriaken of God,-and that we ought. to 70 ſes thatthe made in ſolittle:time, and fo .many va- 


eſlay to ſerye him, applying onr wills to his orders, 
god leaving all the ſucceſs of our works to his 'di- 
poſal, 


rious encounters. [n the,ſpace of fix years he ſatain- 


443 


ed the great and prodigious forces of pbree Kings 
| of 
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of Af«, oppoſing himſelf wich a little flying Camp 
_ Low offenrcy Guy, on hundred thouſand 
men, which he put into diſorder and contuſion, He 
defeated in ranged battels and in divers combats, 
nine Generals ot the Infidels, killing ſome with his 
own hand, and carrying away their ſpoils. 

The firſt amongſt them was Apolonins, who was 
of an high repute in Antiochw bis Reign, becauſe 
that he had been emploied in the principal buſine(- 
ſes of the Realm, treating with the Rowans and the 
Egyptians for his Maſter. it is the very ſame that en. 
tred into Jer»ſalem with an Army of two and twen- 

thouſand men,and under pretence of Peace made 
there an horrible ſpoil. Aſſoon as he heard that Ju- 
das Maccabens had put himſelf into the field with a 
ſtrength very little conliderable,he thought chat be- 
ing Governour of Sy-ia and of Phenicia, and at char 
time upon the place , ihe buſineſs concerned him a 
bovye all others : and therefore he colleRs together 


camp which was filled with great riches , ghich 
gave a great temptation to the Jewiſh Army that 
deſired nothing but readily to throw themſelves 
upon the booty, - Yet their ConduRtour that knew 
the art of War , and that many buſying themſelves 
abour the ſpoils had loſt their honour and their life, 
gave a ſtri& command that they ſhould not touch 
that pray of the /»fidels before the defeat was per- 
feed, and thereupon ſer bimfelf to purſue his ene- 


10 mies that were in a diſorder, and after he had killed 


2 good number of them, pur the reft ro flight, 
Nicaxor that was the third of thoſe Generfls, 
after he had experimented the valonr of Z«das with 
the loſs of his men,reſolved not to commit his repu- 
tation to the incertainty of combats, but pur off the 
Lions skin to take the Foxes, endeavourirg to ſur- 
priſe Jadas by treachery , ſeeing that be was im. 
pregnable by force. He made as though he ſued to 
him for Peace , and under colour of triendſhip to 


reat troops to ſtop the progreſs of the Fews,and to 20draw him to a parly , wherein he had a deſign to 
Fcceed with all ſecurity. But the valorous Aſacca- 

bens prevented him fo vigorouſly , that he had nor 
the leiſure well to þerhiuk himſelt:he gave him bat- 
tel, wherein bis men, ſeeing the aſfaulrs of the 
fairhſul people that ſeemed the aſſaults of Giants, 


=_— to ſtagger. Whatſoever pains he took to 
rally them, tear had ſo far gained upon them, that 
they deſtroy'd themſelves for fear of being deſtroy- 
ed. 7udas , by Joſeph Gorian's report , made that 


ſeize upon -him , thinking that it was the ſhorteſt 
way to endthe War. Bur yu rook good order 
for the ſecurity of his perſon , and diverted that 
wicked deſign that the other had upon him. The A. 
greement, that was eſteemed a meer difſembling, 
failed not to ſucceed : the two Generals ſaw cach 
Other, and having promiſed faichfulneſs to one ano.. 
ther, Nicawoy entred into Feruſalem, andexpreſled 
much cordialneſfs to the Aſaccabean,whether be was 


day the headgot his enemies to fal under his courtle. 30 taken with the adwiration of bis virtues, and the 


ax , as faſt as the cars of corn fall under the hook of 
the Reaper, He choſe Apotoniaz out of the middle 
of his belt ſouldiers and ran to him, challenging him 
to a Duel, in which the other was overcom in the 
fight of a trembling Army, and ?das took away his 
ſword, which he uſed the reft of his days in ſo many 
glorious Combatrs. | 

Seron that was Lievtenant under ApoHenimes,puſh. 
ed on with yengeance,and with glory that made him 


charms of his converſation, or tharhe emploied all 
thoſe careſſes to deceive him ; Yer they were fo vi- 
ſible, that they gave a jealoufie to the King by the 
reports of ſome ill tongues , that rendred the fami- 
liarity of Z+das and Nicaxor ſuſpeRed to the State. 
He was conftrained to take a journy tothe Court 
to juſtrfie himſelf thereon, ard was diſmiſſed with an 
expreſs command to ſend the Aſaccabean bound in 
chains unco the City of Antiech,if he would that his 


long ſince ſeek out 2n occalion to make himſelf re- 4© juſtifications ſhould be believed. He returned then 


nowned, thinking that Apoſlonias his defeat was but 
a ſtroke of Fortune, and that he ſhould quickly 
bring 7«das into good order , rallied all his forces, 
increaling his Army as much as poſſibly he could , 
which gave at firſt a great terrour to the Hebrews, 
ſecing that the heads of that Hydra which they 
thought had been cut off puſhed torth ſo ſuddenly. 
They had journied and faſted the very day of the 
combat, ' and ſeem'd all diſcourag'd ; bat Fudas ex- 


ito Fudea continuing always his impoſtures , but 
?udas having been advertiſed of it, diſtruſted him, 
and left Fers/aley to retire himſelf unto Samaria. 
Nicanor cauſed the Prieſts to be ſummoned, to de- 
liver him up alive or dead ; and in caſe they did re- 
fuſe, he threatned to prophane the Temple, and to 
make a dedication of it tothe falſe Deities. The 
Priefts _ proteſted to him that it was not in 
their power, fince F«4as had forſook their City, he 


horted them with an ardent ſpeech that pur fire and Fe retired with an intention to make an exaRt inqueſt 


ſpirit into all his Army. It fell ſo opportanely upon 
the enemy, that Sero thought he bad to do wer 
with hungry wolves then men, and although he 
came with a great deal of bravery to the encounter, 
he quickly pereeived that he had fung the Triumph 
before the Vitory, and had very-much ado to re- 
tire with a whole kin, contenting himſelf to run a- 
way af:er he had had the hope of conquering, 
.Lyfas that was the Almighty under King Antio- 
chm , grew mad te ſee himlelf ont-braved by fo 
ſmall an Army of men ——_— and knew not 
whavaccount to give the King kis Maſter, to whom 
he had promiſed to root out the remainders/ of the 
Jewiſh-people, ſo that there ſhould not be'any me- 
mory of chem left behind. ''He choſe on divers oc- 
caſtons three of the beſt Generals of all the Ar- 
mies , which were Ptolowy, Gorgias, and Nicamnor. 
Ptolemy .made not any great i; Gorgias was 
vain enongh to promiſe himſelf the viRtory, and 
perſwaded - himſelf that 'he was very dreadful. 
But 7»das, though he had then but three thou- 
ſand men bydly armed, defeated him, and took his 


die like a gallant man 


69 de day 


after him, and to carry him priſoner to the King. 
Bur he ſeeing that the danger was very great, 
ſtifned his courage , and reſolved himſelf rather to 
then to let himſelf be taken 
like a fit-|till. He diſpoſed his whole Army by ex. 
traordinary devotions and exhertations, that were 
all of fire , as being to enterprize one of the moft 
important Combats. Nicer cauſed his troops 
to march who were of a great number , and eon- 
cluded to give battel on a Saturday , believing that 
Reſt would make him a berter market 
of the enemies blond. He hadin his Army ſome 
ew: that followed him , either |by a' voluntary 
Apoſtacy , or by neceſſity , that at that rime ad- 


_ vertiſed him that he would do well to defer the 


day of fo dangerous a battel , by reaſon that ir 
was dedicated to Reſt, But he demanded there- 
upen who he was thar had ordained that day of 
Sabbath to countenance their ſloth ? They an- 
ſwered him , that jt was the God of Heaven 
that had deſtined it for his Glory ,, whereto he 
replyed , That that God of Heaven ſhould —_ 
mfc 
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that he, that was the Almighty here on earth com- 
manded them to march for the buſineſs of the King, 
He was carried away with choler and precipitation, 
which are two very dangerous rocks in the begin- 
ning of a battel, beſides the vengeance of God purſu- 
ed him as the cheif of all blaſphemers, He fonght ſo 
ill, Phat baving been defeated by 7das, he left thir- 
ty and five thouſand dead upon the place, whoſe 
number he augmented, finding himſelf involved in 
the common miſery. The Cenquerour cauſed his 
body tobe ſought out, and commanded chat his 
head ſhould be cutoff, andthe hand chat he had 
ſtretched out againſt the Alcars , ordering them to 
be hang'd up in the very remarkable places to be be- 
held by all the world ; the Tongue that had blaſ(- 
phemed againſt God was plucked our of his palate, 
and given for a prey to the birds of rapine. Such was 
the end of chat blaſphemer, who hath made us ſee, 


uldjere, JUDAS MACCABEVUS. 
© himſelf-to make Lawsin his own. Dominion, but 


He haftned with great marches for that effe&, and 
was ſmitten with a ſtroke from heaven as inviſibls 
as it was afterward incurable, He that had plucked 
out the bowels of ſo many innocents, felt himſelf 
tormented with a furious collick, and with a multi. 
tude of infernal pains, that in a moment deprived 
him of his appetite, of his reſt, and of all the joys of 
life, And as evils ordinarily enough come upon the 
neck of one another , it happ:ned that whiles he 


10 Cauſed himſelf te be drawn in his Caroch with too 


much precipitation, he fell, and got a wound by 
that fall, wherein corruption 2nd worms. ſuddenly 
aroſe, that infeſted that miſerable body after a 
ſtrange manner. The ſtink of it was ſo great that all 
the Army ſented the infeRion of ir, and he himſelf 
liad very much ado to endure himſelf, 

Sometimes he entred into great choler that made 
him vomit ont execrable blaſphemies, ſorzerimes he 
ſuffered himſelf to be carried away by lamentati- 


that a man never deſpiſes God ia his life but he ex- 20 on unſeemly to his dignity, deploring the loſſe of 


periments the arrows of his vengeance at his death. 
He ſhould make a long diſcourſe ghat would follow 
in the trace, all the valorous acts of 7adas. I content 
my ſelf, my Reader, to ſet before your = all thar 
is moſt illuftrious, and to make you ſee how God 
fought for 7adas and his brethren under the Reign 
of (1x Kings, with whom they bad great buſineſs to 
ſcuMe tor, 

The firſt and the moſt capital of their enemies 


that eſtate which was ſo beautiful, ſo {tately, ſo tri- 
umpbant, filled with honours, with health, with 
contentmen!:s and delights. Sometimes he paſſed 
into black affrights, and feſeſtinging remorſcs for 
his lite paſt, ſaying, that all his miſery came from 
having prophaned the Temple of 7er»ſalem, and 
made fo bloudy a butchery of that poor people ; 
that he perceived at preſent, that there was a love- 
reign power in heaven to whom all Kings do owe 


was that Axticchus ſurnamed che 1lnſtrions, who 30 obedience , and that it is an unmeaſurable folly ſor 


was a factious ſpirit, turbulent, and enraged, that 
had undertaken to deſtroy the whole Nation of the 
{ew!, becauſe they had rejoyced at the preſages ol 

isdeath. One onely expedition that he made unto 
Ler/otew to revenge himſelf,colt the liberty or the 
ife of tourſcore thouſand ſouls, the entire deſolati- 
on of the Temple, pillaged, ranſaked, and propha- 
ned.even ſo far, as that there was ſeen in it a Statue 
of Jupiter Olympian upon the Altar. Aﬀrer all 


men to equal themſelves with God. Furthermore 
he proteſted, that if he recovered his health , he 
would make reparation for all his faults by an ex- 
traordirary piety, filling with riches che Temple 
that he had pillaged, and uſing the Fews with all 
courteſies and all liberalities poflible for a great 
King , adding to all this, that be would make pro. 
feſsion of the Jews Religion, and would become a 
ſervant of the true God. This wicked man had his 


theſe diſaſters he left Zy/5es bis Lieutenant to extir» , , mouth open to ſorrows, and to vows; but God had 


pate the remainder of the Fewiſs people, and drew 
away to the coalts of Perfia to make ſome new pil- 
lages. It was a King that Dazie/ calls the Impudent, 
becauſe he had neicher God, nor Conſcience, nor 
Faith, nor Government, alwayes carried away by 
an impetnous flux of his own paſſions, that trans. 
figured him into the ſavageſt of all beaſts. 
After aReign of twelve years he finiſh'd his life by 
a moſt horrible end, which made it vitible enough 
' that God combatcd for his 4Zaccabee,and for all the 
faithful people. 1 he Scrip:ure faith ,- That char 
wicked man that ofcen paſſed from profuſion ro 
neceſlity withour ever ſeparating bimſelf from an 
inſatiable avarice, having hzard that there was a 
Temple very rich in the city of Perſepolzs, and that 
it was filled with gold and ſilver, and all the moſt 
exquiſite rarities that Alexander the Great had lefr 
there, reſolved to take the City, and pillage the 
Temple, as he had done that of Zeruſalem : But 


the inhabitants having had intelligence of his deſ:gn, , 


beat him back with- much confution and great loſs 
of his men, inthe ruin of which he ſaw himſelf al. 
moſt overwhelmed. 

As he return'd from that voyage in a very ſhame- 
ful diſorder, he heard of the great ſucceſſes of our 
Aaccabee, and of the routing of the Licutenants, 
and of che torces that he had lett behind himin 7- 
dea. This news arrivins at a crofle time ſtruck him 
upon his wounds, and pierced him to the heart with 


no ears for him, and it was in vain to ſeek for mer- 
cy after he had ſo many times deſpiſed ic. At laſt he 
rendred vp his criminal ſoul after a Reign of twelye 
years, to ſuffer an eternity of puniſhments, 

One may obſerve in many Hiſtories, that ſome 
very bloudy Tyrants have nor ended by the ſword, 
but that God hath laid his hand upon them by ſome 
ſtrange malady and viſible ſtrokes, that have made 
them die ſlowly, and rendred them ſpeQatours of 
their own diſhonour , and of their own funerals. 
So died Hered, and Tiberins, Alcimns, Coprony- 
ms, and Leo. | 

This miſerable King left a ſon behind him of a ve- 
ry ſmall age, named Antiochus Enpator, who was 
as ſoon ſucceſſour of his fathers miſerie as of his Em- 
pire. Iris a pitiful thing that the children of Sove- 
reign Princes that are. born ſo great ſhould not a!- 
waies be born free. Many are like thoſe creatures 
that bear purple, pearls, and musk , all that they 
have of Rich is the cauſe of their deſtruRion , men 
ceaſe not to torment them, and to hunt after them. 
and if they love them,jt is onely to hare their oils. 
E »pator for that he was born a King became a ſlave 
to two of his fathers ſervants that contended for the 
Regency, and fell _rogether by the ears to poſſeſs 
that unfortunate pupil. It is true that Ayntioches 
when he was dying ina ſtrange country, called Phi- 
lip one of his great fayourites and gave him the dia- 
dem, the purple royal, and thering to carry to his 


a lively and pricking grief. He fumed againſt hea- 5 ſon, and recommended him to him as in quality of 


ven, he deteſted his fortune and his life, and ſwore 
that he would make no more of Fera/alem but a 
commontomb of all the inhabitants of the City. 


a Tutour, But Lyſias that had bred up this young 
Prince from his tender infancy, and held him yer 
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pnder his Government, thought himſelf to be in a 
good poſſeſſion, and would by no means giveit up. 

He put off now that countenance of Governour, 
which bare by neceſſity of duty ſome lineaments ot 
ſeverity,and took one of a principal Officer of State, 
full of attra&tions and complacency towards his 
King, who eſteemed himſelf very bappy that he was 
got out of his Wardſhip, and had his liberty, He 
gzined him to him by the taſte he gave him of his 

reatneſs and delights, accompanied with a thou- 
fund fair promiſes to make him live the moſt con- 
renced and the moſt triymphant Monarch under 
heaven. 

Expator,that found his words true in that manner 
of life which Lyſias let bim lead, and who durſt rot 
anger him, imagining him yet to be his Maſter,ſhew. 
ed himſelf entirely tor him, reje&ting the pretenſions 
of his Adverſary. And that which aided more yet 
this deſign, was'; that the Army of Axtiechus, that 


ſeemed ſhould have tpheid Philip's party, was found 2 


weak, after it had been evil entreated in a long and 
tedious voyage. But Ly/i4s bad great forces on foot 
in Paleſtine, Phexicia and Syria, zwho yielded them- 
ſelves to his diſpoſal, ſeting thar the young King de- 
clared himſelf openly for him. His comperitour;then 
began to flatter, conſidering him guarded both with 
favour and with force ; but he ceaſcd not to foment 
his ambicions which made on that occaiion a great 
bavock. 
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© time were reduced to ſome extremity, gs. do 
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end pompouſly adorned above the reft, imagined 
that the King Expatcy combated upon it, and was 
pricked forward with a generous glory to aſſault 
and overthrow him. He paſſed through all the 
ranks of the army of the Infidels that were oppoſed 
againſt him, and arrived even to that terrible beaſt, 
under which he ſlipt himſelf, and pierced it with his 
ſword, bur firding himſelf cooped in by the multi... 
tade of men that were abour and over him, he could 


10 not make a retreat ſoon enough, but was ( as Saint 


Ambroſe ſaid) buried in his triumph, 

Yet 7«das having perceived the puiſſant forces of 
the King, ſaw well that the party was not tenable, 
and made an honourable retreat into Fernſalem. Ly- 
fas failed not to follow and befiege him in his trens 
ches with abundance of engines of ſtone and fire. The 
other defended himſelf very conrageouſly, reſolving 
rather to bury himſelfin that place, then to yield ic 
up by any fort of baſeneſs. The beſieged after ſome 


bated by arms and hunger ina year of reſt, wherein 
the Zews, according to their cuſtora, had ſowed no. 
thing,& were no more in hopes to gatherany fruits. 
There was every where a very great deſolation, but 
(as the favours of heaven happen often to good men 
in the bottom of their miſeries) behold an unexpe- 
ed accident, that provided far other buſineſs for Ly- 
145 and his Pupil ! Philip rook, his time, and ſeeing 
his Rival buſied in that Jewiſh warr, was reſolved 


The new Regent, whether through the hatred 30 'o ruine him, and to make Zwpator a companion of 


that he had againſt che Jews, or whether through 
the deſire that came to him of giving luſtre to the 
Arms of his young Prince,or whether he was moved 
to it by the complaints that ordinarily did bear up- 
on his ears about the incurkons and progreſſes of 
the AMaccabee, made a great preparation of Warr, 
and came to fall into Zydea, His Army was com- 
poſ:d of an hundred thouſand ſoor, twenty thou- 
jand botſe, two and thirty well-trained Elephants 
thar were diſtributed into diverſe legions, and car- 
ried wooden Tewers with great Engines upon their 
backs, Thirty women combated upon them, and 
about them marched five hundred Cavaliers with a 
thouſand ſoot-men. 

7d as bad the hardineſs to get him out of the for- 
trejs wherein he was to go and view them, and to 
oppoſ: himſeif againit their deligns. Bur as ſoon 
as he was perceived, the adverſe Army ranged chem- 
ſelves into a B-ttalia in the preſence of the young 


his miſcry, ſeeing he had rendred himſelf the inſtru. 
ment of his will, The deceaſed King hed a brother 
named Demetrins,who was at that time at Rome gi- 
ven in hoſtage, having not the liberty to return un« 
to his Kingdom. Philzp pricked with jealouſie againſt 
Ly as, failed not to ſolicite that young Prince to 
ſerze upon the Empire, buſineſſes being not yet well 
ſerrled in the Nonape of King Expatoy. It was an in- 
juſtice and perfidiouſneſs againſt the ſovereign; but 


o for as much as Axtiochas the laſt dead father of E#- 


pator had hereunto ſupplanted his Nephew by the 
ſame artifices, Demetrixs left not to hearken tot, 
in thoſe fair hopes of the Crown, and in his cap- 
tivity he was aS a Bird that torments himſelf in his 
cage upon the arrival of a ſpring, and burned with a 
trong paſſion to have his diſmiffion from the Roway 
<enate, to put in order as he ſaid, the affairs of the - 
Kingdom, and to aſſiſt the King his Nephew after his 
Fachers death. Burt the Rowaxs that took pity on the 


(ing, who was very early up that day, beginning 5© Pupil by reaſon of Juſtice, and that feared leaſt this 


to reliſh the trade of Warr with ſome alacrity. The 
trumpets began to ſound, and the Legions inſtant- 
ly were ſpread over the Mountains and over the 
vallies a!l round bout Ferafalem with ſuch a pomp, 
as thar the earch tren;bled under the burden of the 
arms ard of che engines of ſo great a train of men 
of Warr. They provok:d then their Elephants to 
fight by ſhewirg chem rhe juice of grapes and mul- 
berries ſqueezed out, Nothing was heard but ſhouts 


man would embroil the State, denyed him the liber. 
ty that he deſired. Philip failed not to poſſeſſe him- 
ſelf of the City of Antioch the Metropolis of the 
Kingdom, and to tread out rhe way for Demetriys 
to his Nephews Throne. There were men ſubor- 
ned that ceaſed not ro ſow among{ the ſouldiers 
and people, That it was not a fundamental Law in 
the Kingdom of the Selexcides, that the Nephew 
ſhould precede the Uncle; andalihough men had a 


of ſould.ers, bur, neighing of horſ:'s, but claſhing of 6o minde to introduce ir, that the Father of the pre- 


lIances and of ſwords, and jult ar the break of day, 
ns the Sun appeared in the Horizon, the guilded 
brcklers caſt our ſo great a light, that all the neigh- 
bouring mountains tcemed to be filled with burning 
torches. - 

.It is a prodigious thing, that the great heart of the 
Aſccabee ſhould march in the head of bis army and 
begin to charge the enemy, which he dealr roughly 
wich, killing at firſt five bundred men of the Kings 
van-guard without any loſs of his, But that which 
ſeemed moſt feartull, was, that Eleazer a Jewiſh 
Captain, having perceive. an Elephant well armed 


tended King had abrogated it, uſurping the Scepter 
upon his Nephew ; that one ſhould do his race no 
injury to render it the ſame uſage , that there was 
no reaſon to refuſe a Prince of four and twenty 
years of age, well made, full of ſpirit, of courage, 
and authority, to take a Child that had neither 
ſtrength nor counſel, nor induſtry, and which was 
born for nothing but to ruine all. To this was ad. 
ded, that it was not the bloud of the Sclencides thar 


" was upon the Throne, but that Zyfias Reigned, and 


went about to render himſelf uſurper of the Crown 
of Afia, which was the uttermolt of reproaches 
thar 
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t ſo. generous a Nation could endure to ſee a 
_— nothing, inſolent, ſavage, to make himſelf 
Maſter of the moſt conſiderable part of the world, 
and to exerciſe a tyranny upon men of honour and 
merit, that oppoſe his pernicious deſigns, | 

Theſe complaints often redoubled ceaſed not to 
ſtirre up ſpirits, and to procure the change of State 
that followed. Lyſias ſaw well that it was not now 
a time to be obſtinate on the ruine of the Fews, nor 
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eight perſons. He failed not npon the way to write 
to the Senate of Rome, mekioman excuſes for his 
ſo ſudden a departure, renewing -the offers of his 
ſervices, and the oaths of his fidelity, wich a pro- 
teſtation that he went not to trouble his Nephew, 
bur to oppoſe Ly/i.45 that was an inſolent fellow,and 
would bring under the ſubjeRion of his Tyranny 
both the King and Kingdom , he forgot not to 
charge him with the Murder of Otavims a Reman 


to buſie himſelf about the Siege of one place, when 10 Embaſſadour, that had been newly lain, adding 


the whole Realm was a tottering. He thought on 
nothing, but on getting ſpeedily out of that Warr 
with ſome little honour, thinking it not conveni- 
ent to provoke a people, mutinous enough, in that 
commotion. He cauſed the young King to look up- 


_on them with a quite other countenance, and told 


him that it was beſt to let them live in peace, with- 
out diſturbing them in the matter of Religion, aſ- 
ſaring him that in all other caſes they would con- 


cain themſelves within their duty; and that good fer- 20 


vices enough might be drawn from them. Yet that 
he might not diſcover any lightneſs in this change; 
he laid all the fault upon Aene/ans, that was an 
Apoſtate ew, and an enemy of his Nation, who, 
he ſaid, had been the cauſe of all the confuſion by his 
railing ſpeeches ; and therefore he made him ſerve 


for a ſacrifice to that treaty of Peace, in which he- 


ſingularly obliged the Fews, and waſhed away the 
blor, that the favour expreſſed by him to this wicked 
villain had printed upon his face. He ſhewed by this 
ation the counſel that Politicians give their Sove- 
reigns, to abandon thoſe to the publick hatred thar 


- have carried them to reproachable exceſſes, to dif. 


burden chemſelyes of the envy; and if he had pra- 
Qiſed this example towards him. that then made him- 
ſelf the teacher of it, his Scepter had been more ſe- 
cured, and his life moſt laſting. 

Lyſias, before he raiſed the Siege of Zeru/alem, 
made an Oration publickly before the Principals of 
the Army and all the Souldiery, alledging fair pre- 


30 his hole to hide himſelf, 


that he would become the Revenger of ſo cowardly . 


a Treachery. 

The Rowan: ſeemed neither to be atoniſhed no? 
angry at his going : but attended the ſucceſſe of his 
affairs ro make him anſwer. He quickly got as far as 
the City of Tyre, and ſent ſecretly Diodorns into 
Antioch to hear the. reports, and found the ſpirits 
of men, which he found very much diſpoſed to a 
change. 

Whereupon Demetri«s declared himſelf, and 
took the Diadem with a generall applauſe of the 
T yriexs, that made a great taRtion for him. Lyſias 
with his Z»pater, found himſelf much ſurpriſed ar 
the news; anddeliberated a long time, whether he 
ſhould go out of that narrow paſſage to meet and 
fight with him, or intrench himſelf in the Gity of 
Antioch, or expe bim with ſure footing. This laſt 
advice ſeemed the more ſecure: but it was leſs glo- 
rious ſuddenly to ſhut himſelf up upon the firſt bruit 
of a ſedition, and as a fearfull creature to run into 
It was repreſented to him, 
That the ſovereign remedy againſt thoſe rumults, 
was to fly ſpeedily to them, whereas delay would 
ſerve for nothing but to augment the boldneſs of 
the infolent , that ordinarily they were very much 
amated when they were ſet upon with vigour, be- 
fore their conſpiracy was ſettled ; that many that 
were yet but half engaged, would retire from them 
at the leaſt rumour , that the Majeſty of Kings bore 
ſomething of great and ſacred, that aſtoniſhed the 


rences for that reſolution, but taking great heed not 40 Rebels. In fine, that it appertained to the dignity of 


to diſcover the chief cauſe, for fear leſt that news 
ſhould wave the mindes of thoſe that inclined. e- 
nough already to the (ide of novelty and edition. 
He uſed a wonderfull diligence to render himſelf 
before the City of dah, into which he entred, 
avd Philip, who found not himſelf yet ſtrong e- 
nough to hold out a long ſiege, quitted to him the 
place, and fled away to Egypt. This firſt ſucceſſe 
puffed up the heart of Lye, who became exceed- 


that high puiſſance that made the earth to tremble, 
that he permitted an Embaſſadour, ſent to him by 
the Senate, to be aſſaſſinated, without ſhewing 
any reaſon. 

In the mean time, one Dioderss that had bred 


up Demetrixs in his infancy, tranſported himſelf 


from Syria to Rome, and animated him by a great 
Yigour of words and reaſons, to render bimſelf an 
nſarper of the Crown. He certified him that his 


ſo high a Prince, and to the prudence ofa Miniſter 
of State, to endure nothing baſe: bur to put them. 
ſelves ſuddenly into the field ro defend their honour 
and their Kingdom, which are two things whoſe loſs 
iS irrecoverable. ' 

Thoſe that deſired moſt the ruine of Ly/ias, were 
the firſt ro flatter him concerning Courage and Ge- 
nerolity, wiſhing nothing more then to ſee him ig 


the field. This made him go out of Axtiochto go 
ered ſo little the Romans in 50 meet Demetrizs. But he that had ſeen himſelt fo 


well accompanied in proſperity,found himſelf almoſt 
all alone in danger , for he was betrayed and ſold by 
his own Souldiers, who ſeized npon the young King 
and him, to deliver them ro Demetri«s, who was yet 
in a great uncertainty of ſucceſſe, and faid to thoſe 
that had ele&ed him, . 
Companions, I. am your work; and the queſtion 
of my life, of your honour, of your goods, and of 
all chat a mortall man can fear, or hope for, is this 


Nephew Expator, which was a child but nine years 60 day to be decided. If ye perſiſt in the good will ye 


old,was not any whit conſidered; that Lyſias was the 
bjeR of the publick execration, that he had conki- 
dence in no body, nor any one in him ; that all the 
Souldiery and people ſought anew Maſter , and that 
he was aſſured, that if he did onely ſhew hinzſelf, 


. though he ſhould be followed but with one Servant 


onely, all the world would run-to him to carry him 
ro the Throne, He kindled fo ſtrongly the ambi- 


bear to me, I eſteem my ſelf ſufficiently, and ſuffici- 
ently rich. The Scepter is nothing to me in com- 
pariſon of the app:obation of your judgements and 
of your choice, which ought now to be verified by 
your courage and by your arms : We march under 
the favour of the Gods of the Roman Empire, 3gain!t 
a Tyrant that hath poſſeſſed himſelf of that young 
Prince and of the Crown, to aſſaffinate the one and 


tion of that young Prince, that he ſecretly ſtole a- 70 rob the other. It is time either to defend Juſtice 


way from Rope, and made account to go to the 
Conqueſt of an Ernpire, accompanied onely with 


by our bloud, or to conquer the Empire by our 
ſwear, 
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As he was upon theſe diſcourſes, the news came 
wholly to him, that Zyſias had been apprehended 
(with his Pepil ) by the conſent of all the Legions, 
and they were to be brought to him Priſoners, This 
grand word gave him joy mingled with ſome doubr, 
which made him meditate how he ſhould uſe his for- 
tune, He ſhewed that he had a very great ſenſe of 
the honour that had been beſtowed upon him ; but 

he defired not to ſee Lyſias, nor his Nephew { as 
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yield, bur failed againſt winde and tide, the thoughts 
of his yalour making bim forget thoſe of his danger. 
He had yer three thouſand men very reſolute fel- 
lows, with which he promiſed himſelfto continue 


the Scripture aſſures us ) whether it was that his 10 his ViRtories, but when Bacchides the Generall 


heart was mollified with ſome tenderneſle by the 
compaſſion of his bloud, or whether it was a wile 
of a Politician who would not ſeem to doe that 
which he procured to be done, that he might have 
leſſe blame in that a&tion, and that he might the 
more eaſily juſtifie himſelf ro the Roman Senate a- 
bout the death ef the young King. The Souldiers 
finiſhed that which he had begun , ſlew Lyſ5as, and 
laid their blondy hands upoa the perſon of poor 


was ſeen appear with an Army of two and twenty 
thouſand men, many withdrew themſelves for fear 
of the danger into which the Afaccabee, following 
the ordinary TraQts of his courage, was about to 
precipitate them, Theſe runawayes beginning to 
wheel about to the other fide, ftole away ſo hand.. 
ſomely from the Army, that of three thouſand there 
remained but eight hundred. The Afaccabee felt 
his heart much pierced, ſeeing himſelf forſaken of 


E «pator, without having any regard either to the 20 his brethren and of his friends in his greateſt need . 


innocercy of his life,or to the tenderneſs of his ape, 
or to the charaRter that he bore : fo true it is that 
ambition is filled with a contagious venome that 
ſpares nothing for the Griating ot it ſelf. 

Demetrixs ſaw himſelf King by a generall conſent 
of all the orders of the Realm, and had no more 
any thing to fear,unleſs it was from the Romans, the 
difiributers ot Empires and of Glories, And there- 
fore he employed all his cares to appeaſe them by 


he burned witha deſire to charge his enemies, but 
when he conſidered the ſmall forces he had about 
bim, his heart bled within him. It was an evident 
peril to approach the enemy, and death to retire 
from them , diverſe thoughts abont this Combac 


- contended in his heart, bur thoſe that favoured his 


boldneſs had the upper hand, Let us go ( fayes he 
co his men ) and try our fortune , let us eſſay whe. 
ther we ſhall have heart enough to encounter the 


great ſubmiMions and reaſons, that made them 30 Army that comes againſt us. The moſt conſiderate 


plainly ſee, that it was more for the intereſt of 
their State to preſerve then to deſtroy him. He 
ſent them for this purpoſe a ſolemn Embaſlage with 
with great preſents, and above all, a Crown of an 
high price, for a mark that he ſubmitted his Royal 
digrity to their diſcretion. Further yet, to teſti- 
7g ws. he embraced their lovesand their revenges, 
be cauſed Leptines and Tſocrates the Gramarian 
to be put in chains, that were accuſed to have bad 


men replyed, that they wanted not any courage 

but that their ſmall appearance would not be able to 
affront an Army of two and twenty thouſand men, 
with a Regiment not compleat ; and that it was ex- 
pedient for them to retire that day to rally ſome 
new Troops, and to return to the Combat with 
hopes of greater Adyantages. God forbid (replyed 
the Maccabee ) that our enemies ſhould have that 
contentment to ſee us turn our backs and fly before 


an hand in the murdering of 0#4vi»s their Embaſ. 40 ther , thisis a thing I could never yet be taught 


ſadour, and ſent them away to Rowe, to receive 
the ſentence of the Senate, The Roman reliſhed 
well all thoſe references, and confirmed the new 
King in his pretenſions upon the proteſtations that 
he made, that he was not ſtained with his Nephews 
bloud, whom he ſaid to bave- been taken away by 
the misfortune of a Sedition raiſed againſt him, with. 
out having any means to ſave himſelf, and if he 
had not made a ſearch after the crime, he excu. 


fince I took up Arms. Ha! Whereis that gallantry 
that I have alwayes ſeen in you ? Ought we to be 
ſo much in love with life? 1f our bonr be come, let 
us dye valotouſly for our brethren, and let us not: 
leave a blemiſh upon the luſtre of the honour that 
we have acquired. 

He carryes them away all by his Authority, and 
they are already reſolved to conquer or to dye. 
The Trumpet ſound on both ſides, the Earth eccho's 


ſed himſelf by the generality of the culpable, as be- 5o with the noiſe of the Arms, and ſhouts of the Soul- 


ing a thing ordinary enough, that fins that have 
an infinite multitude of Complices,have not any pu- 
niſhmenr. 

He was no ſooner upon the Throne, but he ſaw 
himſelf involved by miſhap in a warr againſt the 
Maccebees. Alcimns, that was a diſloyall Few 
and Traitour to his Nation, pricked forward by 
the ambition of the Pontificate, and jealons, even 
to rage, of the great Progreſfles of 7ugas , failed 


diers. Bacchides cauſes his Dragoons, 'armed with 
Arrows and with Slings, to adyance, who began 
the skirmiſh, and led up a great Battel that endu- 
red from the Morning to the Evening, the one com- 
bating by Number, and the other by Valour. And 
when the Aaccabee ſaw that the beſt Troops were 
on the right point about the perſon of Bacchidey 

he reſolved to make his way thither, which he did}, 
with a prodigious violence, .making them loſe their 


not to prepoſleſle the ſpirit of the King, who was a 69 footing, .and beating them back with much confu- 


man of an eaſie belief, to make black his Adver- 
ſary by moſt horrible Calumnies, ard to intereſt 
all the Kingdoms of Syria to his ruine. . This For- 
ger of Warrs and Battels obtainedall that he did 
deſire by deteftable Artifices, and cauſed Armies to 
g0 to the ruine and deſolation of his Countrey. 7 - 
das Maccabeus upon this change, kindled again his 
antient vigour, and rallicd all his forces to oppoſe 
the Generals of King Demetrins, ſo that at firit, he 


defeated ſome of them with a very famous rout, - 


which more inflamed that Monarch, not being able 
to endure that his Arms ſhould be cryed down at 


ſion. Buit thoſe on the left point, that were yet 
freſh, ſeeing the diſorder of «their Companions, 
came to fall upon 74das and upon all his Troup that 
were extremely wearied with having laid upon the 
place ſo many bodies of the Enemies, Theſe de- 
fended themſelves valiantly, but the multitude of 
thoſe that ſet upon them on all parts, overwhelmed © 
them, and the incomparable Aſfaccabee, by havin 
received many wounds, opened as many bloudy. 
© gates to his generous ſoul to fly away into the other 
world. 
There are neither Coloſſns*s nor Pyramids that 


can 


Part. 5. 
the beginning of his Reign; this made him ſend in- 
co the tield Army upon Army with fo great impetu- 
ouſneſle, that there was no more any means: left to 
make reſiſtance, 
Yet the _- heart of the AMaccabre could not 
a 


Parts. 


can equal the deeds of this gallant man. Never did 
any man fight better, or for a better Cauſe, His 
heart was a ſource of generous flames; his hand 
was the thunder it ſelf, his valour a miracle , his life 
an example; and his death was like to be that of his 
whole countrey that wonld have buried it ſelf in bis 
tomb, if his brothers, Zoyathan and Simon had not 
enlarged his conquelts by the imitation of his 
prowels. 


The good party was much weakened by the de- 1ointire Li 


ceaſe of him that was the ſoul of his whole Country 
and it ſeemed that 7#dea would quickly be ſwal- 
lowed up by the great forces of King Demetrivs : 
but is Revourieg hand of the God of hoſts was 
not wanting to his ſervants in the extremity of ſo 
many miſeries. The pernicious Alcimns that had rai- 
ſed that: whole torm,when he thought himſelf ro be 
above his. hopes, was ſmitten with a ſtroke 
from heaven, and died ſuddenly of a ſtrange ma- 
lady. | NN 
; afrer a Reign of ſome years ſaw a 
great faRtion raiſed againſt him from that coaſt 
whence he leaſt expeRed it, which deprived him of 
his Scepter and his life. His ſcornful and haughty na- 
ture made him diſdain the Kings his neighbours, e- 
ven fo far as to offend them, by ways of words and 
deeds.He was alſo little affable and courteous to his 
SubjeRs, that loved naturally to be careſled of their 
Prince, and although at firſt he was of an humour 
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with the name of friend, and ſending him a purple 
Robe with a Crown of gold. Demerrins, whom ne 
ceſſiry had rendred very courteous, made him alſo 
on the other ſide a thouſand fair promiſes to draw 
him toh.s party. He exempted him from allTributes, 
he took away the Garrifons, he gave him places of 
importance . by a free gift, he received the Jews to 
offices & governments, he reſtored all thoſe of their 
Nation that he held in hoſtage, He granted them an 
_ in their Religion and Policy, and 
Revenues alſo for the” Temple; ſo that there was no- 
thing more to be deſired. | 
Yet fonathan would never range himſelf under 
his Standards, but (as injuries being yet freſh, ſmart 
more then old ones) the yo choſeFather to pive 
themſelves ,to the ſon of their moſt eruel perſecu- 
tour, then to Demetrius that had taken from them 
their dear ;AMaccabre, and held yet) their. li- 
berty under oppreſſion. The party already made a- 


20 gainſt that miſerable Prince, fortified it ſelf every 


day ; and although he took all the good order that 
his affairs ſeemed to require: yet he could not di- 
vert his unhappineſs that dragged him to a preci- 
pice, It is true that he got the bctter in ſome ſmall 
encounters, but when the great battel that was to 
decide the controverſie of the Kingdom was to be 
given, he ſaw himſelf very much forſaken, and his 
enemy aſſiſted with the beſt forces of all ASa. He 
failed norfor all that to fight with all poſſible valour, 


good enough, yet he was ſo much changed, that ha- 30 and although his Army was ſcattered, he would 


ving builca very ſumptuous Caſtle near his Capi- 
ral city,he lived there conſtantly to take his plea. 
ſare,and let himſef be ſeen by very few.His people 
of Antioch that was on the other fide arrogant e- 
nough, were incenſed and wearied with his Reign. 
They began to raiſe rebellions that were fomented 
under hand by the Kings of Egypt, of Afia, and of 
Cappadocia that diſtruſted him, and thought to find 
him a ſucceſfour. 


never fly : but caſt himſelf in the hotteſt ofthe min. 

ling , killing many of bis enemies with his own 

and. His horſe having taken a falſe ſtep ſlipped 
h imſelf into a ſlough whence he could not ger out , 
but he ſuddenly quitted bim, got bimſelf on foot, 
and made a great ſpecacle,a King covered with dirt 
& bloud, with his ſword in bis hand, that laied abour 
with a ſtiff arm, and without remiffion ſuſtained the 
hail of arrows that the enemy let fly upon him,Nand.. 


He was quite aſtoniſhed,when he ſaw one Powpa» 40 ingin flexible againſt jall zthoſe diſaſters of his evil 


lus,a young man, before that time unknown, that 
called himſelf che ſon of Antiochns the Tnftrions , 
and brother of Expator, come and demand the 
Pogo of S7ria,as appertaining to him by right of 
birth, Many Hiſtorians hold that it was a pure fiQti- 
on, and that that pretended was ſuberned by the 
artifice of thoſe three Kings, and namely of A- 
riarathes the Cappadecian : yet fince the Scripture 
names him the ſon of Antiochns the Illnftrions,] find 


fortune, In fine, he would not quit bis Crown bur 
with hislife; and buried bimfelf inzhonour. 

Every one bows under the happineſs of that falſe 
Alexander,he mounts ſuddenly upon the Throne of 
his adverſary,where he receives the ſervices and a- 
doration of all the world. Philometer the King of 
Egypt, that had much upheld his party, in which he 
ſought his own intereſts, pives him his daughter C/:- 
opatra in marriage, whoſe wedding was magnificent- 


that it is very probable to follow that which others 5 ly celebrated in the city of Pro/omais,in the preſence 


have written , and to fay that that Antiochus bad 
heretofore made love to a young Rhodian woman 
named Bala, on whom he had begotten this natu- 
ral ſon with his ſiſter Laedice. He failed not to ſhew 
bimſelf at Rowe, and to make himſelf be ſomewhat 
taken notice of by the practices of one Heracliats , 


a wiſe and crafty man in managing bnſineſſes. The | 


enemies of Demetrins embraced this occaſion to 
diſturb him,and carried (as much as they were able) 


of the two Kings, the father-in law & the ſon-in law, 
where 7onathan was alſo preſent that was careſſed of 
both the two by extraordinary favours, fard mana. 
ged the buſineſſes of his State with all poſſible ad- 
vantages, | 

Alexander ſeeing himſelf in unexpeRed riches, 8 
amidſt ſo many ornaments of a borrowed fortune , 
could not contain himſelf, but let hirnſelf flag ina 
ſluggiſh and voluptuous life, abandoning al! the af. 


this man to the throne, not by reaſon of Juſtice, but 60 fairs of his Kingdom to the diſcretion of one Amm- 


becauſe they believed they ſhould have a better 
- market for their pretenſions by making a new crea- 
ture,then ſuffering any longer him they had rendred 
more abſolute, then they deſired he ſhould be. 

It isa ſtrange thing that a man of nothing,found 
inſtantly Cities, Armies,and a Kingdom at his de- 
votion. It was now that 7oxathan, the brother and 
ſucceſſour of ?«das,was ſought after, and ſued to by 
thoſe two adverſary Kings with extremecarncſineſs, 


nins,a young brainleſs fellow, who carried himſelf 
moſt inſolently ,& incenſed the Queen Laodice,&all 
the Nobles of theCourt in ſuch a manner, as that he 
was at laſt ſet upon, & ſlain in the habit of a woman 
which he had pur on to ſecure himſelf, God thus ta- 
king vengeance of his filthy and effeminare life, The 
Antischians were firſt weary of the diflolute life 
of their Prince that was alwayes in the midft of wine 
and women , which made them believe that he was 


Pompalus that took the name of Alexander, wrote 70 a ſuppofitious King that had nothing in bim of ge- 


him lecters ful of honour, offering him the Principa- 
/lity and Pontificate of his Nation , qualifying him 


nerous. They began to regret Demetrins, whom they 
had ſeen dy with ſo much courage, and mookg 
Taat 
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that be had left two ſons yet very young, one of 
which bore his Fathers name, and the other was 
called Amtiochns Sidetes ;, They invited the:elder of | 
chem, giving him aſſurance chat he ſhould bave the unto this newbie | | 
Crown. + Sang x poo gr [3X2 3844 E4\ | © 42 "knowing | t hac JT 10M.- 

- Philomeet chat,was aſhamed of thedeportments xctrable crachy 

of his ſon-intlaw; and that under;pretence of mode- | ray by a natih 
FOLSTL ung leſs then to-add che Diadem e him) 

or S 4x 

ny 
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tothat of Egype; well knowing that iſo ma- | 
anges of - make a State ſhake;and give he yours 
wouldinyadethem,up- red, Guz-h Nuh. 


fairgdyantages3d thoſe 
holds tis Rebellion, forſakes. Alexander;/ and by a t iththeay,, 
notable affconr-cakes-away'his daughrer. from bim parSwenried ww) | 
to:give berto the yorng Demetrins. 'And to colour — fooſeneſs , raiſed up againſt dif pviſſant eriemics 
his inconſtanoy, be made a Manifeſt that publiſhed, that-maſſacred him. And ſotnere niod that 
That his for-in-law ( by an execrable diſloyalty) | ſhe. her ſelf was one of the comp! Alc ar. 
had made an.attempt upon his Kingdom an Lupon y tempt , and that Demetrius hi [ her, 

his life, which/ made him break the friendſhip that -tharried afterwards, was fior \rinoc 


ent 0:48 My 

be had ſworn with him{+ Under this pretence he | Pen-barh horrour at theſe bloudy tragedies, at 
ſeizes on ſome places, which it was eaſie for him to 20 paſſes over them as upon burning coals, F/\.2Fz 
keep whiles he made himſelf authour of the fortune - 24 »riochns Sideres ſeeing bimſelf on hisbrotherg 
of the new King. | The miſerable, Alexander wyak- Fhrone, eagerly purſuec = 
u 


ing out of þis ſurfeirs, ſaw the Fgypriawand allhis himin the city of /Dere, where finding 

Subjechs bandyed aint bim, rad gen Army ' rremely{trai | woe Pony w 2. Uccour. 
thac was coming rajl upon his head, which he re- hekilled biraſelf with hirown hard, and yercould 
ſed feebly, -and quickly fgrſgok his party, going: not deface by his bloud the yillanous ſtainof-peihi< 


to hide himſelf in the: botzomes ff Arabia, 'where dioufſneſs that remained upon hiim'by*theUexth of 
he was hunted after and entrapped by Zabd4ie/ the the young King, + Shag: w 
Arabian, who cut off his head, and carried it to the The Conquerour perceiving himſelfabove his bu- 
King of Zgypt , who contemplated it a 10np time 3O fineſles, ſaw that the Aſaccabees, in the troubles of 
with a ſpirit more then ſalvage , for which he was Syy;4 poſſeſſed by ſo many Kings, had made great 
puniſhed of God, and dyed. three days after of the progreſſes, would repreſs them; and made warre a 
wounds he had received by a fall from his horſe at gainſt $imoy that ſucceeded his brother 7onarhas, 
the defeating of his ſon-in-law. and who was afterward aſſaſſinated at a banquet by 
Behold marvellous ſports of fortune, and great Frolowy his ſon-in-law. the King, as*tist ought 
reyolations that ended not at this point yet. Dewe- vupholding by his favour that cruel baſeneſs. Two of 
trixs, young of age and government, was nota man thus ſons were involved in the miſerie of the father, 
co ſettle a Kingdom ſhaken with fo great concuſſi. and the murtherers were already diſpatched to add 
ons. He thought more of taking the pleaſures of tothem fokn Hyrean ſon of the ſame Simoy, But 
Royalty, then of bearing che burthen of it ; buſi- 40 he, having had intelligence of that firſt deFgn, ood 
neſſes were to him as many puniſhments, and pa- upon kis guard, and governed ?«dea the ſpace of 
ſtime a continual exerciſe, This was the cauſe of more. then thirty years with much prudence and 
new {ations and great ſeditions that were raiſed in happineſs , outliving a long time that laſt Avtiochys, 
his Kingdom, The Aaccabers, whom he gained to that was ſtoned to death as he was goins to pillage 
bis party, rendred him very good offices, although the Temple of Aſaunea. 
he was more ready to receive them, then liberal to Hyrcay had for Succeſſour his ſon Ariftebulns 
reward them, who took the Diadem, and reſumed. the name of 
In the weakneſs of this new Government ſtarred King among the es, after a long diſcontinuation, 
up the diſloyal Tryphoy, who had been Captain of which happened an hundred years before the Nati- 
the Guard to the falſe 4/:xander;and having ſeized 50 vity of our Lord. Thoſe of his race failed not to con- 
himſelf of a little childe chat his Maſter had left be- * tinue theRegall Dignity in their houſe, till that Hyr- 
bind him, he bad the boldneſs ro propound him for 7g, which was ſo cruelly ſpoiled and maſſacred by 
King and crue Succefſour of the Crown. When he = Heyoq, as I have aid in the hiſtory of Aſariamne. 
ſayv that 7oxathax already obliged to Demetrius was Behold how the virtue of Judas Maccabens ex. 
able to oppoſe his deſigns, and to unravel the web tended it ſelf through many Ages, and withour 
of his ambitions, he ſurpriſed him by a deteſtable thinking of ir, pur theCrown upon the head of thoſe 
treachery, and cauſed himto be aſſaſſinated with that were ofhis family and of his name,God recom- 
his children, after be had received the money that pencing hisZeal and Juſtice beyond the fourth gene- 
he had demanded for bis ranſome. ration.] have endeavoured to make in this diſcourſe 
The young Kirz altogether aſtoniſhed at the par- , a lictle abridgment of that which is contained in the 
ty that was made againſt bim, withdrew himſelf ro * ro books of Afaccabeer, and relate it toyou (my 
the King of Parthia, to deſire afliſtance of him, Reader)in aſtreight line, & a method clear enough, * 
where it happened, that by the calumny of his ene- hoping that you will have content and edification 
mies, be was clapt up into an honourable Priſon as to ſee theJuſticeof God reign over ſo many crown- 
if he had come to make an attewpt upon the King- ed heads, who ceaſes not to puniſh the wicked, and 


dom of his neighbour. His ſpirit, that was alwayes to render to the good, ſafety and glory for a re- 
wanton, made love even in that captivity, and de- compenſe of their virtue. 


GODFREY 


The Souldiers, 


IDFREY of Bovillon. 
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Ku ADITEPCH .7 . 
T was not the voice of a man, but an Oracle of 
the holy Spirit that Pope Urbas the ſecond 
pronounced, when he gave to the Croſier for 
' a Device, God will have it ſo ; This ſpeech was the 
ſoul of all the Intentions of Godfrey of Bovillon, It 
was the Butt of all his actions, God never made 
the prodigious effeRs of his power more viſibly ap- 
pear then in the conduR of this moſt illuſtrious Per. 
ſonage. It was a Captain formed in his Boſome , 
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) er 0 Cavaliers af- 
lembled to revenge the holy op way There was 
Nat beheld him,that 


many approvers as SpeCtatours,and every man ('gn- 
ed lym his Commiſhons even by his ſilence, 

Thar Jlluſtrious bloud of the Heroes that ran in his 
veins, that advantageous Stature that raiſed him the 
head above ſo many Villions of men, that face that 


and inftruced by his hang , that was to break the 10 Majeſty had choſen for her throne, that tongue that 


chains of the Chriſtians, and to pull down the pride 
of the Saltaxs, 

So many other expeditions were almoſt all ſplit- 
ted, but this of Godfrey bore a God Would have it ſo, 
and nothing reſifted its Good hap, Many men tor- 
ment themſelves all thair life-timein great defigns 
that are as the Dragons, and Chimera's, and armed 
men , that our fancy ſhapes upon the body ofa 
Cloud. The winddrives them, the divers poſtures 


carried inſenſible chains to caprivate mens hearts , 
that comelineſs of the forchead that was ar once 
modeſt and bold, that valour that was painted on 
all his limbs, that courage that kindled a delighefal 
fire in his eyes , all the Virtues that feemed to 
march about his Perſon , andin fine, that finger of 
God that had imprinted on him the Chara&ter of 
Conquerour, made him be choſen as the firſt Mov 
er of that wonderful deſign. 


confound them, the AſpeRts change them, and all 20 There was nothing bur his Modeſly that oppoſed 


that we behold with admiration in the Heavens, falls 


in water upon our head, and makes mortar under 
our feet. 
How many Princes have made great preparati- 


ons both of Men and Elephants, of Horſes and of 


Ships, of Arms and Ammunitions,out ofa deſign to 
make great Conqueſts ! and allthis hath vamſhed 
for want of a God will have it ſo. There are certain 
impre ſfions in great affais whiclr are never found 


the deſires of all the World, and chac would make 
him yield co ſome other man that which every one 
conferred on him. Bur the conſideration of the pub. 
lick good carried him away,and made him load up- 
on Iis ſhouldiers a burden that might tire the Gi- 
ants, Iris true that H-gaes the King of France his 
brother held the firſt range by the highnels of his 
Houſe : but counſel, execurion of grear deligns,and 
experience compleated in all ſorts of accidents, gave 


without the favours of heaven. One God will have z © t0 Godfrey the managing of the Arms. 


it ſo, will make vs fail in the Sea upon an Hurdle or 
upon a Tortoiſcſhel, one God will not have it ſo, wil 
drown us in a well Rigged Ship. 

It was a God wills it, that feifed in an inſtant the 
ſpirit of the moſt excellent C-wvaliers of Exrepe, to 
undertake a voyage into the Holy Land , It wasa 
God wills it, that made them followed by innume- 
rable muitirudes of Mortals. But it was alſo a Gd 
wills it,chat made them calt their eyes upon Godfrey 
of Bovillon, as upon the moſt valiaar, the moſt hap- 
py, and the moſt able to pluck ?er»/a/em out of the 
hands of Salazdine. 

The King,of the Bees appears not more viſible in 
the middle of his ſyarm,then this great Captain ap- 


Our Army was found to be three h1ndred thon- 
ſand Foot, and an hundred thouſand Horle,that ſee- 
med to carry away the Maſs of the carch;yer the $4- 
racens were not diſcouraged but aflembled rthem- 
ſelves on all ſides with fo prodigions a }Multitude , 
tharit might, as it ſeemed, equal the veins of the 
Abyſs,and the ſands of the Sea-ſhore. 

The controverſie was for Religion, Honour, ard 
go0ds, berween two Nations that aſpired to the 


o Domiration of the World and that efleemed all ſha- 


ring inconſiſtent with their Grearrefs, The one 
came thither moved by their ſuperſtition, that h+d 
gained a marvellous advantage over ſpirits poſſel. 
{cd by errour , amd ipchanted by the charmes of a 


Ct 


la4ie 


- verr,that the brave Godfrey gg ſurpaſſed the 10 and ſword. He entred gol all in bright h 


/ Ugeds of Achilles and of Hethor , 
' fortune to warit an Homer. | 
© He gave more thenan hundred Bartels before he 
ſaw bimſclf.ar the end of his deſign, He fonght with 
two Nations ,- that ſeemed Furies which Hell bad 
yomited updn the Earth,he combated with Hunger, 
Thirſt, Sickneſs, and all the damnable Artifices of 
Negromancers that oppoſed his Valour. The eternal 
ſnow of the Mountain Tawrns , the inacceſſible 


rocks, the Rivers died with'bloud, the Seas armed 20 


with Tempeſts and withMonſters,did never abate his 
ardour. | \ E 

He was ready to-enter for the loye of his Sayjour 
into Regions where, Nature is hogung but a be- 
numfmed mals; where the Surhidesit ſelf, ard, the 
night reiges without a Peer, where the moſt ſal- 
vage Batbar! 
even as far as the Gates of Hell, 

The City of Nicea that bore the name of vito- 


ry it ſelf, was the firſt that preſented Palms to this 3 


our Conquerour, It was there, that Solyman one 
of the moſt Illuſtrious Generals of the Barbarians 
was beaten and quite vanquiſhed, all his Army be- 
ing put into a Rout, with an exceeding Maſſacre , 
thar filled Aſia with the terrour of the Chriſtian 
Arms. It was there that the Valiant Gedfrey killed 
with his own hand a RebSpakrh that braved it up- 
on the wals of Nicea, with an immeaſurable pre. 
ſumption of his ſtrength. TheCity was won;and the 
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iſm(makes us believe that it is ranged *© 


ded with a vigourthat never yet had its equal. But 
inthe end ir yielded to the ArmWof! the Chiif ians, 


It was here that the Illoſtrious Gedſrcy was ſeen to. 


conibat uporrarrengineofwood that he had..cauſed 
to be raiſed,to enter into theTiry.He appearedthe 
day, not asa Man, but as a Demy-Ggd, all-flar 
inthe brightneſs of his Arms , whites whe. 
Arrows flew #bout his Head, and his Arm 

the Turbanrs of the Faracens,noade way 


ſight ofthe Army into Fers 


COT ereed on all partsthe Trophies of 
Redeem * 


then hold my ſelf for vanquiſhed , if ſiich a vanity 
ſhould be viRorious over my heart, It is God that 
hath inſpired into us theſe defigns,it is he that bath 
conducted them, and that hath Crowned them. I 
pretend to no other honour, then to hang all ho- 
nours at the feer of his Croſs. 


vigorous ſtorms of the befiegers beat down before 40 He contented himſelf with the name of D«ke,and 


them all the reſiſtances of the beſieged. 

The proud Axtioch followed quickly after, And al- 
thovgh that Corbaxes was come to itsrelief with in- 
numcrable troops of Parthians, Medes, Aſſyrians, 
he could not ſtop the current of the proſperities of 
this invincible General:but augmented by the loſs 
of all bis Legions the terrour ot that viRtorious arm 
that overthrew ſmoaking Cities, ard made in all 
places a deluge of the bloud of the Barbariaxs, 


ſet himſelf preſently about labouring in the Civil 
Government, to purge the City of all its Infamies, 
to pull down the AZoſqueta's to build Churches,to 
give a luſtre to the Clergy, to cauſe the Goſpel to 

e preached, to found Hoſpitals, ro adminifter Ju- 
ſtice,to order the Militia for the defence of hisCon- 
queſt,and in aword,to do all the duties of a moſt ac- 
compl:ſhed Monarch.But ( can we ſpeak it without 
a Groan?) his Reign laſted but a year, and ſo many 


The Caliph of Egypt that was now advanced to go fair hopes were moweddown in their flower, by 


divert the Fatal day ot his Se&,ſaw himſelf involved 
in the ſame ruines that he choughr to have repaired 

All their attempts now remained but for theCity 
of eruſalem, which was the Obje& and Deſire of 
our heavenly Argonants.It Was aſſaulted and defen- 


the pitileſs ſythe ofDeath.O impenetrable ſecrets of 
Providence!There was nothing beyond 7ernſalem, 
there was nothing beyond Godfrey, but God and Pa- 
radiſe, that could limit his deſigns, and bound bis 
Conquelts, 
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Ye Tombs of the Grecians, whoſe Aſhes 

ſeem yet to exhale Yalour , rejoyce 

; now, and hide not the names you bear, 

for fear they ſhould ſhame Poſterity 

that hath degenerated from their Virtues. Brave 

Anceſtours ! the Glory of your Nation is not yet 

extinguiſhed , It is raiſed again in one ſole Man, 

who hath recolle&ed in his Perſon whatſoever ge- 

neroſity had ſown in ſo many hearts,and whatſoe- 
ver Honour hath ſtuffed in ſo many Tropheys. 

I fee in Caftrivt a certain objeR greater then Le- 
onidas and T hemiFbocles , 1 ſee Pyrrbus, 1 fee Alex- 
ander : and if his Enemies have been more ftout 
then the Aſacedonians ; his Valour ought not for 
that,to ſeem the lels. (1 

He was a Souldier as ſooh as he was born a man , 
Nature pleaſed to engrave a Sword upon his body, 
at the ſame time as ſhe inſpired courage into his 
hearr. 

That Stature fo 
led with Majeſty, ior Limbs ſo ſtrong and fo ro- 
buſtuous, thoſe Eys that mingle the Rainbow with 
the Lightning, thoſe Hands that ſeem to haye been 
made - nothing but to bear the Thunder, thoſe 
Feet that move not one only ſtep that ſavours not 
of a King, bath told berimes that which fame hath 
afterward related to all Ages. 

_ Little Eagle: ! that beganneſt in thy moſt inno- 
cent years to play with Lightning ,, thon ovughteſt 
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The Serag!io impoſes on him the name of Scax- 
derbeg bat 1s the fame as Alexander which he took 
by a good omen, to fill up therewith the whole ca. 
pacity of his brave exploits. He was educated in 
all the exerciſes of War in the Academy of the 
T #rks,where he ſucceeded with ſo much force, art, 
liking, and approbation, that every one catried him 
in his eys, every one looked on him as a ſingular 
prop of Mahomer's Empire, But he bore always 


10 Zeſns in his heart : he always thought on the means 


that he might find to break hischain , he felt in che 
bottom of his moſt generous Soul flames, that burit- 
cd himinceſſantly with.the zeal: he had to raiſe a- 
gain the levelled Altars ofthe Chriſtians, and to de- 
liroy. the eſtate of the Ottomans, 

Amnrath ſaw ſome ſparkles of it flying in his 
converſation, although he endeavoured to cover 
his deſign with a great prudence. The Maſter be- 
gan to fear the Slave, and was affraid to nouriſh in 


roper, that Countenance ſo fil. 29 his Court a Lion that'might be able ro ſhew hin 


one day his teeth. 

He endeavoured to deſtroy him in various Er. 
counters, making the exceſs of his courage contri= 
bute to the hazard of his perſon, A rollin Scy- 
thian came to Amwurath's Court, challenging the 
boldeſt to fight all naked with a Poniard in the in- 
cloſure of a perilous Circle, where of neceſſity one 
muft die, or conquer, That manhad carried awa 
already many bloody Palms, and put ſo much ron 


not to. have been ſo valiant, or thou oughteſt to 30 dence 1n his {treugth, that they were (according to 


have had a more happy Father... Shall we :ſay that 
fortnne was unjuſt, inthat it prepared chains for 
this young virtue, when ſhe ſhould haye planted 
Laurels ? Letus rather ſay, that Providence was 
very wiſe, in. that ſhe found out matter for this 
great heart, that would have conſumed itſelf in its 
own flames, if it had not met with ſome obſtacles to 
reſiſt it, 

[t was meet that this 'Herenles ſhould begin to 


his ſpeech) bur the ſacrifices of Death that dared to 
attend the thunder of his Arm, Every one trem- 
bled for fear when as the valiant Caftriet under- 
took him, iand putting his Thruſt aſide with one 
hand, killed him with the other, wich the acclama- 
tions of joy of all thoſe that envy hindred not from 
applauding Valour.. | 

This Combat having not ſucceeded well for 4- 
murath, he raiſes at another time a Perfay Cava= 


ſtraogle Serpents from his: Cradle : It was meet 4® her that kepta ſtir ro fight on Horſe-back with a 


that he ſhould be bred in the middle of his enemies, 
to combat from his Infancy with that which he was 
tO abate in his riper age. 

His Father oh Caſtrict, who had little ſtrength 
and much miſery, was conſtrained to give him lor 
an Hoſtage to Amerath the Turk,to be brought up 
at his Gate. . 

Aoſes now is in Pharach's houſe , and Conſtay- 
tine in Dioclefian's : but the Path is here more dan- 


Launce. He was a man accompliſhed in that 
Trade, who with much cheertulneſs of heart trant- 
ported himſelfinto Citics and Provinces, where he 
promiſed himſelf rhat he ſhould tind Adverſfaries 
ro exerciſe his Arms, and encreaſe his Reputation, 
He curvetted up and down in the Liſt proudly 
plum*d and his flaming Arms made him appear thar 
day as the great Conltellation of 0rio» amidſt the 
leſſer Stars. 


gerous, becauſe it leadeth to the ruine of Salvation, 50 A. David was needful for this Goliah, our yourg 


and of Honour. His proud Maſter, that loves him 
with a love worſe then all the hatred in the world , 
would fit him for himſelf,and for his infamous plea- 
fures.He aims at the one by theCircumciſion that is 
imprinted on his fleſh by an unhappy violence, he 
purſues the other by ſhametul courtings which are 
ro the gallant child far bitterer then death: He had, 
( as 'tis reported) courage _— to take the 
$wordin hand . rm him that purſued him with 
nothing but wit 

him, when — could be expeRted -of him bur 


flowers:: He drew: blood from & 


tears; and put bimſelf in danger of experimenting ' 


the horribleſt torments that the cruelty of thoſe in- 
humane people could invent, rather then to deliver 
voluntarily his Soul ta fin, and his Body to diſho-« 
nour, His cruel friend was aſtoniſhed at ſo 'brave 
a reſolution, and turned the furies that he had pre- 


pared for his Innocence, into the admiration ot his 
Yalour, | 


- 


Alexander aſſaults him, falls upon him as an Eagle, 
handles him very roughly, and at length laid him 
on'the ſand,. where = vomited out his ſoul and 
blood , doing a fad homage to valour by a juſt pu- 
niſhment of his raſhneſs. 

But Amwurath that plaied the part of Saxl, failed 
not to find out ſome new occaſions to exerciſe his 
David. He gave him all the moſt hazardous Em- 
ployments of the War, wherein he had till ſo good 

O ſucceſs, that he changed all the SubjeRts of his ruine 
into Tropheys, and returned crawned with Lanrels 
even out of the bottom of Abyſles, and out of the 
throat of Lions. | | 

The perfidious Ss/ta entertained him with good 
words, but handled him with bad deeds. He promi- 
ſed him to reſtore him his eſtates after his Fathers 
Death, but Zoh» Caſtrior's laſt hour made it appear, 
that if hiswords were full of artifice, his promiſes 
were but wind. LULL Fcas- 
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* lighted, His arrogance bei 


Scanderbeg impatient to fiay for that which 
ſhould never come, pays himſelf by bis own bands, 
and ſeizes himſelf of his Kingdom of Albayia , 
playing the crafty fellow ,by a Counter-Craft, The 
Alarm ofit is in the Court, and all Amwarath'; Paſſi- 
ons tend to-nething but Revenge. Haly Baſſa is 
ſent with an Army of Fourty thouſand men to diſ. 
patch the Bufinef. But all his Troops are cut in 
pieces; | and he had nothing more honourable in his 
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Who would imagine that a mortal man ſhould 
have gone ſo far? who ſhould believe that thoſe 
exploits were the ARtions of a ſlave? Truly we 
muſt ayow , that he lent his Name to God in all 
this buſineſs, and that God lent bis Arm to him, It 
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is ſaid of him , that he never refuſed Battel , never - 


turned his back, never was wounded bat once very 


lightly. He ſlew two thouſand Barbarsans with his 


own hand, which he cleft ordinarily with his Cour. 


Expedition, . then that he was conquered by the to tel-ax, from the head down to the girdle, Mabe. 


brave Caftriet. Feria and Mnſtapha purſue the 
ſ#me defign with new Forces that experiment the 
ſame fortune, 

What ſhall we ſay more of Schanderbeg's Great- 
neſs ? Amurath belzeches, the T»rbaxt is humbled, 
that viſage of the Tyrant that was the ſame as that 
of Cruelty it ſelf, is mollified and takes the Linea- 
ments of a ſupplyant, after it had borne, during his 
whole Life, thoſe of Rigour. He deſires Peace, and 


met defired to ſee that Thunder-bolt that he bore 
in his hands , ard hadit in veneration although fo 
many times bedewed with his SubzeRts bloud. He 
ſaw the Steel , but he never ſaw the Arm that gave 
it Life. | | 

O brave Caſtriot ! If the State of Chriſtians could 
have been delivered from the Tyranny of the S,/- 
tas , it ſhould have been by thy hands, We muſt 
now acknowledg, that our wounds are irrecovera- 


it is denied bim, and ſues for an agreement, 2ndis 26 ble , ſeeing that our diviſions hinder us from enjoy- 


ſorely pricked, yo. 
mits out nothing but whirlwinds of fire, and comes 
to fall before Croye the Capital City of the Valiant 
Caſtriet , with an Army of two hundred thouſand 
men, The other defends bimſelt with fix thouſand. 
One only place bays that great Deluge, the Storm 
is ſcattered, the Siege raiſed, the ſhame of it re- 
mains on the face of the Sx/rax with fo lively a 
Tin&ure , that the ſhadow of death muſt paſs over 


ing the ſaccour of ſo Divine an hand, The Feavyer 
that took thee hence inthe City of Ziſſa, inthe 
ClimaRerical of ſeyen and nine , the moſt to be 
feared by old men , extinguiſhed all our hopes by 
the ſame burnings that conſutned thy Body. Aﬀtecr 
thou hadſt lived the moſt admirable of Captains, 
thou diedft like a truely religious, melting the hearts 
of all thoſe that beheld thee by a moſt ſenſible De- 
votion, Thy victorious ſpirit ſoared up to the Pa. 


it to blot it out. He-that had lived with Glory, 30 lace ofthe Beautiful Sion , after it had performed in 


dyes with the ſadneſs of his ignominy , and carries 
with him inte the other World the unability to re- 
venge himſelf, and aneternal deſire of vengeance. 

 Mahomet his ſon, the Scourge and Terrour of 
the Univerſe , that overthrew two Empires , took 
two hundred Cities, killed twenty Millions of Men, 
comes to ſplit againſt the ſame Rock. Was there 
need of ſo much blond to write uponCaſtric;'s Tro- 
pbies, the Title of Invincible? 


the Body all that was poſſible for a moſt eminent 
Virtue, and an Happineſs , to which nothing was 
wanting but imitatours. The moſt barbarous thy 
Enemies have kifſed thy Sepulchbre , have reveren- 
ced thy Aſhes , and ſhared thy Bones as the deareſt 
Reliquesof Valour. And now thou haft no more 
to do with a Tomb , ſeeing that thy Memory hath 
found as many Monuments , as there are Hearts in 
all Ages. 
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E need not ſearch the Catalogue of 

; Saints and Martyrs for a Sould:cr Fur- 

| niſhed before God and men with great 

and Divine virtues. Behold one among a thonſand, 
I mean the brave Varſhal Boucicaut, who flouriſh- 
edin Fraxce under ( harles the Sixth. Thoſe petty 
Kodemonts, who boalt of their Duels, but igdeed 
meer cowardiſe varniſhed with a gloſſy colour of 
valour, durſt not behold this moſt excellent Cava- 


BAYARD. 


tuarous Pagans. Tor, ſeeing 'himſelf at laſt negli- 
gently beirayed, he having ro other purpoſe bur 
ro ſell bis own lite, and thote of his companions, at 
as dear a rate as he could, be with the krench Ca- 
valry, and ſome other people that ftuck to him, 
did. fuch feats of Arms, thatit was thought twenty 
thouſand Turks were (lain in the place. At lait 
this prodigious multitude, able to tire our the moſt 
bardy, alchough it had been but to cut them in 


lier, without _ that which was antiencly done 19 pieces, did fo nearly encompaſle our French, that 


to the Statues of the Sun, thatis, to put finger on 
the mouth, and admire. tor, not to mention his 0.. 
ther a&s of proweſs, it is he who: was preſent at 
that daring Battel which che Turkiſh Emperour 
Bajez£t waged againſt the King of Hungary, the 
Duke of B=rgnxdy, then called the Court of Ne- 
vers,with many other of the French Gentry, being 
there in pexſon, 

The Hiftory relateth, that the Turkiſh Empe- 


ſo furious a charge, the dire being darkned with 
a black cloud of Arrows, that the Hungarians,who 
were alwayes reputed good <ouldiers, being much 
amazed with this fierce afſanir, fled away. The 
French, who in all Batrels had ever learned to con- 
quer or dye, not willing to hear fo much as the leſt 
ſpecch of the name of flighr, pierced into the Turk- 
iſh army, notwithſtarding a field of Pikes and 
ſtakes faltned in the earth,did hinder their approch, 
and attended by ſome other Troops , brake the 
Van-gard of the, Turks, by the counſel and example 
of this brave Marſhall; whereat Bajazet much a- 
mazed, was abour to reure, but that at the ſame 
time it was told him, thatirt was but a very little 
handful! of French-men that made the greateſt re- 
fiftance,aad that it was beſt for him to aſſault chem, 
The Turk, who kept his Battalions very freſh, re- 
turnech, and fell like lightning upon thele poor 
Souldiers now extremely wearied. Never did an 


the Count of Nevers, with Marſhall Boucicaxt, 
and 0: her the moſt worthy Perſonages, were ta- 
ken Priſoners, | 

The next day after this diſmal Batte], the proud 
Bajaxz:t ſitting under a Pavillion ſpread for him in 
the field, cauted the Priſoners to be brought before 
him, to d:ench himſeltin bloud and revenge ,which 
he alwayes moſt patlioaately loved. 


735 


| 


as _ ; "#4 


Never was ſeen a ſpectacle more worthy of Com- a (6a ſpe 
rour comming to fight with dreadfull torces, began 30 paſtion , The poor Lords who had wroughc won. Qacle. 


ders1n Arms,: ble to move Tygers, were led to the 
flaughter, half naked, {treight bound with cords and 
tetters, no regard being hed cicher to their bloud, 
wh.ch was noble, or youth which was picifull, or 
their behaviour which was moſt raviſhing , Theſe 
Saracens ugly and horrible as Devils, ſer chem be- 
fore the face of the Tygant, who in the twinkligg 
of an eye cauſcd their throats to be cut at his teer 
asif he meant roxcaroule thicir bloud. 

The Count of Vevers, wich the Count of Ewe, 
and the Count of Afarche had now their heads un- 
der the Cymuter, and their lives bung as it were by 
a thread , when Bajazet, who had beard by his in- 
terpreters that they were near Kinimen. to the King 
of France, cauſed them to be reſ:zrved, command- 
ws chem to fic at his feet on the ground, where they 
were enfo-ced to behold the lamencable butchery 
of cheir Nobility, | 

The valiant Bexcicant, covercd with a little lin 


angry Lion exerciſe more violent force againſt the 49 nen cloth, in his rurn was brought forth to be maf- 


Hunters Javelns,then this generous Cavalier ſhev- 
ed proweſs whiclr ſhined\in the midit of the adyen. 


facred over the bodies of ſo many valiant men. 


He being wiſe, andin this extremity particularly 
ELL YL inſpired 
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the Count of Nevers, who beheld him with fo piti- 
1476;--that. 1t.wasabletd 

Heart. Bajaz'r beingperfwaded 
| s was of the Blood-royal, ca 
” among the priſoners ; wh 


v his greir wiſdom he endeavoured c 


feb noble Gertiewen, and livgwn, 1 


think that the puny Novices of war 
' wif compare themſelves to the valo 


EN Wad zz BD 

dme, if yau pleaſe, and look mto his fle- 
and converſation, and conſider whether: 
frhe number ridſewho profeſs cthe- 
xed that they, mayfecm yaliant. Our 
-was a man-who whileſt ir time of peace 


jk man , accompliſhed with Juch gant | 


-, 


es i i" 
_ - 


Part x. 
which is dedicated to the memory of the bleſſed 
Virgin. He never fed at his repaſt but on one 
diſh; and though be had great quantiry of filyer 


Veſſcls,. he. cauſed himlelt ro. be. fervcd. in Pew- 
ter £EAFtH- | ious. in. p Uiek. ns 4%. a; 
his particular anefemy tewyoridly-y fps 4 ind 4 « | 


nities,”. b. —— 7 WO 8 
= leave you t ntemplate, how ir.fhi kind 


eixaJienarod from the-curiqus Nobyity f oh 


-_—— 


10 days,/to whom ſo many Diſpenſations. Kivie 
ed, | night daily be given, : it ſeems Ni nege| 

' fullocthfir ſakes only.togreare another ChriltQgs 
ndy) beſides thar Which bath been eſtabliſhed] 


xe Soffof God. A man would ſy, to ſee\ hc | 
ey pamper their bodies . \ they were tdefcd 


| 


. | ffom [feayen, and tharxbit! ey wol 5 my, 
1 how paſſing throvgh th er man if 
/ thexyſe]ves,and to fatten and gild a ftingangs Dang 


5 


hil covered over with Snow, they ſport-wit 


veried the City of Grxoa', heard daily two 20 blood and ſweat of meny- -, EC cis | 
Maſſes, wikh ſo deedhviat devotioni, that he neveec, Superfuity of taſt bvi ſo well an kics, 
ſiſffered arly man to ſpeakggytim in the Charch,; 1 yengun meaſure ite houſe of this got 


where he ſaiShe office with-fingular attention, for 
which he ſo accommodated his company,” that,you 
ſhould never ſee theleaft ation of unconflineſs in 
Divine Service, which he didnort ſevercly puniſh, 
And the Hiſtorian addeth, that he who had beheld 
his people ar Divine Service, would rather think he 
faw Religious men then Souldiers. Noblemen 
have power to draw their families to what poſture 
they pleaſe, were it net through pulillanimicy of 


ſpirit ; they many times give way to the torrent of 


nurture , and contenting themſelves to be good, 
make all the reſt navght by the eaſineſs of their na. 
tures, I mention not here a Canonized Saint, an 
Hermit, a Religious man, or a Prieſt : I ſpeak ofa 
Marſhal of France, of a moſt ardent Warriour and 
yaliant Souldier. 

Behold, I pray, whether Piety be incompatible 


T 3 
z % 


al ; his Retinve was well entertained 
:to his qualiry, and he had 
him religoufly-obſ 
{ dnt ets, and 
be engaged tomane. 
T! mean 1mportance;te -0f-enga : Fas 
kind , 1t we confiderthe Nobility-atthis time, ſo 
30 calily plunged in great labyrinths of Debts, which 
daily encreaſe like huge Snow-balls that fall from 
the Mountains,and require Ages and golden Mines. 
todiſcharge them, 

Is it not a moſt inexcuſable cruelty before God 
and man, to ſee a buſie Merchant, a needy Artifi- 
cer, every day to multiply his journeys and ſteps 
before the gate ofa Lord or a Lady, who bear his 
ſweat and bbod in the pleits of their Garments ? 
And inſtead of giving ſome ſatisfaftion upon his 


with Arms, This brave Captain happily made his 4g moſt juſt demands, ir 1s told him he is an importn- 


Will, Ciſpoſing of all his devotions, his affairs, and 
charge : each day he executed ſome pot hereof, 
doing all the good he could whileſt he lived,not ex- 
peing the caſual portions of others piety, as thoſe 
who cauſe Torches to be carried behind to light 
them when they have loſt their eys , and indeed ne- 
yer do wel! but when they are ina cordition to be 
able ro do no more, This charitable Lord parti. 


* cularly informed himſelf of the neceſſities of the 


baſhſv! poor, and as the rareſt pieces of his Cabi- 
net, ſet their names down in his Regiſter : he ap- 
pointed on every ſide his Alms to the poor Religi- 
ous, to Widows, to Orphans, to needy Souldiers, 
namely , to thoſe who throngh diſability ofold age 
and ſickneſs could labour no more. He viſited 
Hoſpitals, giving according to his means round 
ſums of money to furniſh and accommodate them : 
if he walked in the ſtreets be ever had charity in bis 
hands, that himſelf might give all h& could , for he 


nate fellow, and many times is menaced with bafti- 
nadoes, if he deſift not to demand his own, Is not 
this tolive like a Tartarian ? Is not this todegrade 
one's ſelf trom Nobility, Chriſtianity and Reaſon? 
Is not this to ruine, and, as it were, to cut the 
throats of whole Houſes and Families? Alledge 
not to me”, thar it is impoſſible for you to pay 
what is demanded at preſent, foreſeeing your weak- 
neſs of eſtate, why have you heaped ſo many debts 
o which cannot be diſcharged ! 

Why do you not rather leſſen your Port , and 
live more frugally 2 Why do you not caſt off magy 
ſuperfluous things that might be ſpared? Are not 
offences odious enough before God, but you muſt 
encreaſe them with the marrow of the poor ? From 
hence comech the contempt of your perſons, the 
hatredof your name , the breaches and ruine of 
your houſes. 

This man by paying#his debts well, was ho« 


rook therein a ſingular contentment;and never was gg noured and, reſpe&ted of his Officers like a De= 


he ſeen to be ſo merry, as when he had diſtributed 
gocd ſtore of money. This was to him as his hunt- 
10g, his game, his delight. 

He bear a ſingular devotion in memory of the 
Paſſion of our Saviour , towards the Friday : and 
whilcſt he was able, did-eat nothing on that day but 
Fruits and Pulſe, abſtaining from all which partici- 
patcd of the life of Beaſts and cloathed himſelf like- 
wiſe ina moſt frmaple babit, deſirous to ſhew our. 
wardly ſome taſt of the Reverence we ow to the 
blood of the Son of God. Beſides abſtinencies 
commarded, he faſted ordinarily on the Saturday, 


my-god , there . was no need of making any 
queſtion or doubt, nor to make a falſe ſtep into 
his houſe. He would never ſuffer a Vice, or bad 
Servant, were It to gain an Fmpire. Blaſphe- 
mies, Oaths. Lyes, Slanders, Paſt-times. Quar- 
rels, and ſuch like diſorders, were baniſhed trom 
his Palace as Monſters : and it he once {ound any 
of his Family in laulr, he put them away, caſt chey 
ſhould infe& the ether: yer he wonld nor ſcandalize 
them, nor divulpe their offences. Ar the Table he 
ſpake lictle, ard did voluntarily entertain himſelf 
withthe example of virmues which be obſerved inthe 

lives 
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lives of the Nobility : never diſcourſing of his own 
atchieyements bue with ſingular ſobriery. 


In his marriage he demeaned himſelf moſt chaſte. - 


ly; and had ſach an hatred againlt impurity, thac he 
would not ſo much as keep a {eryant that had a luſt. 
ful eye. Behold, how paſſing one day on horſe- 
back through the ſtreets of the City of Genoa, as a 
Lady preſcnted her ſelf at a window to comb her 
hair, and a Gentlaman of the Marſhals train ſeeing 
her treſſes very brighr and beautiful, cried out , 0h 
what 4 goodly head of hair ! ſtanding ſtill ro behold 
her. This Lord looking back on him with a ſevere 
eye, ſaid, It is not well done, it is not fit thata 
wanton eye ſhould be ſeen to glance from the houſe 
ofa Governour, 

In this kind and all others which concerned the 
commerce and peace of the Citizens, he rendred fo 
ready. and. exaR juſtice, that it was a Proverb a- 
mongft the Genoes when any one was offended , to 


The Souldiers, BOUCICAUT. 


Counſel ; which. laſted till Dinner-time. A feer his 


. repaſt he grve audierice to ali thoſe who would 


ſpeak with himupontheir affaizs, never failing to 
behold his Hall dayly full of People, whom he 
ſpeedily diſpatched , contenting eve-y one with 
ſweet ard reaſonable anſwers : trom there he re- 
tired to write Leriers, and to give ſuch order to 
his Offices 'which his pleaſure was ſhould be obſer- 


ved in all his affairs : and if he had no other employ» 


10 ment, he went to YVeFers, At his return he took 


ſome pains or recreation , then finiſhing the reſt of 


737 


his Office,he ended the day. On Sundays and Holy- - 


Days, he either went on foot in ſome Pilgrimage of 
Devotion, or cauſed the Life of Saints , or other 
Riſtories to be read, dayly more and more to dil- 
poſe his life and Converſation unts Virtue, When 
he marched into the field , he uſed moſt admirable 
Ciſcretion , never oppreſling any of his Company, 
nor would he permit.even in the enemies Country , 


ſay to him who had done bim wrong: Jf you will 20 that the leaft diſturbance ſhould bg done toChurch- 


wot right me, my Lord Marſnal will. The other un- 
derſtanding it,oftrimes rather choſe to ſubmit to the 
right, then expeR a condemnation, which was ine- 
vitable.By this means he ſo gained the good opinion 
of the people, that the inhabirants of che City ſent 
to the King, beſeeching him, that he might concinue 
the Government to the end of his days, which ha- 
ving obtained , it ſeemed to them , that they had 
procured an Angel from Heayen to be ſet at the 
Stern of their Common-wealth, 

At that time when the Emperour of Coyſtantins- 
ple , thendiſpoſleſſed of one part of his Empire by 
the great Txk, came into Fraxce to defre ſuc. 
cour, and had obtained of the King twelve hundred 
men defrayed for a year, many widow Ladies were 
ſeen at the Court, who complained of injuſtice and 
oppreflions which were offered them after the 
deach of their husbands ; whereby this good Mar- 
ſhal was ſo moved with compaſſion, that with much 


30 


men. 

Behold you not here a Life worthy of a Frexch 
Cavalier ? O Nobility ! This man was not a Petty 
Roiſter , that makes boaſt to fight in a green Mea- 
dow , But a Souldier , who during the Wars with 
the Engliſs kept the Field of Batrel three times 
thirty days together , againſt thoſe brave Souldiers 
who did oppoſe him , from whence he went out 
all ſparkling with glory and wonder. 

I would here willingly add a Bertrayd of Gneſ- 
clin Count of Loygwevil, and Conſtable of Fraxce, 


. Whoſe Life Mounhieur Afenard hath given us writ- 


tenby a Pen of that antient Age, in as antient Lan- 
guage. You ſhouldſee a man, who after he had de. 
dicated his Soul, Body , and Arms inthe Offertory 
of a Maſs ar the Altar , fought ſix or ſeven times 
hand to hand in the Field , exerciſed {range Fears 
of Battel and Arms, ſtood in the midſt ot Com- 
bats unmoved and confident as in his Chamber, 


freedom he inſtituted an Order of Knights for the 4 being otherwiſe furions , ſtrong and ſtour in the 


defence of afflicted Ladies , which he farnamed 
The Order of the White Lady , becauſe they who 
made profeſtion of it, bare a Scutcheon of gold en- 
amelled with green, and thereon the figure of a 
Lady in a white Veſtment : thus ſought he by all 
occaſions ro do good , and ſhewed himſelf a great 
enemy of idlenels, as being the very moth of great 
Spirits. : : 

He ordinarily roſe early in the morning , and 


preſs. You ſhould ſee a man ſage in Counſels, 
prompt in Execution, whom an Enemy found near 
at hand when he thought him thirty miles off, A 
man in all things elſe free from Frayd or Diſſimula- 
tion, chearful, courteons,obliging and liberal of his 
own , employing his Moveables and his Wives Je= 
wels for the relief of poer Souldiers, 

Then you may judge, whether by being Valiane 
you may live in the Court of a Chriftiay Prince like 


ſpent about three houres in Prayer and divine Ser- 5qa little Turk, Where is your Judgment? and where 


vice: after that duty was performed, he went to 


is your Reaſon ? 


BAYARD. 
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Bi a man whoſe life not long fince hath 


been publiſhed to ſerve as a model for the 

Nobility: we yet touch him as it were with 
"8 finger, for he dyed under the reign of Francis 
He Firit,baving ſerved three Kings in their Armies, 
the ſpace of two and thirty years, It is the valiant 
Terrail, otherwiſe called Cavalied Bayard born in 
Daslphine. 1 willingly make naſe of his Example, 
both becauſe one of our moſt warlike Kings, the 


A R D: 


Expedition, This good Captain ſmiling ſaid unts 
him, It is true, you were of the enterpriſe, but are 
not to ſhare in the Booty , endif it were ſo, you 
are under my charge, therefore will give you what 
I think good, This man entred into more violent 
hop coll went to complain to the General,who ha. 
ving well conſidered the buſineſs adjudged it whol- 
ly tO Bayard. He cauſed hisDucats to be carried to a 
place of ſafety, and commanded them to be ſpread 


ſon of Francis the Firſt would needs be knighted by 10 on a Table 1n preſence of all his people, ſaying to 


his hands, to witneſs the honour he bare to his va- 
lour , as alſo for that I ſee therein many noble paſ- 
ſages which taſte of the virtue ofa true French ſoul- 


virues of dier, He was a courageous Captain, of excellent 


a brave 
French 
touldier. 


direction, valiant and magnanimons, of wliom it 
was ſaid, that he had the aſſault of the wilde Bull, 
the defence of the Bore, and flight of the wolf. I 
ſet aſide his warlike deeds, I take ſome of his vir- 
tues which here 1 will make ufe of.. This royal cou- 


them,C ompanions ,what think ye ? Do ye not here 
behold fine junkers ? Poor T ardien, whe had been 
put by his prerenſions by expreſſe ſentence of his 
Captains, looked on this mony with a jealous eye, 
and faid,1t he had the half of it, he would all his life 
be an honeſt man, Doth that depend on this? (ſaith 
this brave Spirit.) Hold then, I willingly give you 
that which you by force could never obtain. And ſo 
cauſed he at the fame inſtant ſeven thouſand five 


rage had no other aim in arms, but the glory of 29 hundred Ducats to be told out to him. The other, 


God, the ſervice of his Prince, and the honour of 


his profeſſion, whereof we have an ample teſti- 
mony in a ſhort Elogy, which his ſecretary made 
upon him, ſaying, That after theſe two and thirty 
years ſervice, he dyed almiſt as poor as he was born. 
Much is ſpoken in theſe few words ; and I think 
Bayard more glorious under this title, then if he 
had borne the Dntchy of A4ilas on his back. He 
had the true piety of a good Souldier : for every 
morning he prayed to God molt devoutly, and 
would not permit any man to enter into his cham- 
ber duririg his deyorions : he was fo obedient to 
thoſe who commanded in the Army, thar he never 
refuſed any commiffion impoſed upon him. Yea, 
well foreſeeing that the laſt charge enjoyned him 
by the Marſhall Bexiver was molt dangerous, and 
as it were impoſſible , yet he went thither, fſacrift- 
cing his life to the commandments of the Lievtenant 
of his Prince, that he might not digreſs from his 


(who in the beginning thought it was but a meer 
mockery, when he ſaw it to be in good earneſt, and 
bimſelf in poſſeſſion of that he detired) caſt himſelf 
on both his knees at the feer of Bajard, having a- 
bundanc tears of joy in his cies,and cryed out, Alas 
my Maſter,my Friend. you bave ſurpaſſed the libe. 
rality of Al/exander:How ſhall 1 be ever able to ac- 
knowledg the benefir,which ! at this time do receive 
at your hands? Hold your peace,fſaid this incompa- 


30 rable man) if | had power,l would do'much more. 


And thereupon cauſing all the ſon!diers of theGar- 
riſ0n to be called, he diſtributed the reſt of the Dn- 
cats ; not Keeping one ſole denier for his own uſe. 

I ask of you, wherher this were not a heart of true 
pearl, wherein there conld not one leaſt blemiſh of 
ararice be found? Yea alſo,when he paſſed through 
the Country, even in a land of Conqueſt, he payed 
his expence, And one ſaying tohim,Sir, this mony 
is loſt ; for at your departure from hence,they will 


ordinary cuſtom. - There was be lin by the moſt 4© ſet this place on fire. He anſwered, Sirs, I do what 


generous manner ofdeath that could happen to any 
Captain of his quality. He was a Lion in Arms, 
who with a choice company of men ſeleRted by him, 
ard trained to his proſefſion, wrought ſuch admi- 
rable effe&s,that there was not any battel won, of 
which he was not ever. the principal cauſe. Never 
was any man more terrible to an enemy in the con. 
fit, bur out ot it,it was ſaid he was one of the moſt 
affable and courceous men of the earth : he was ſo 


T ovght, God hath not put me into the world to 
live by Rapine. 

Moreover,the excellency of this man appeared wel 
in an affair, wherein the life of the nxoſt eminent man 
of che woxld was intereſſed, For,be at that time be- 
ing in 1taly, was ſent by the King to affiſt the Duke 
of Ferrara, againft the Army of Pope F«lins, then 
much oppoſite to Fraxce; although ſo many other 
worthy Popes heartily loved our Nation. When one 


ill a flatterer of great men, that to gain a Kingdom 5o Monſieur Augaſtine Gerlo, a Gentleman of Ailay, 


he'would nox be drawn to ſpeak any thing bur rea- 
fon. His praQtiſe was to honour the virtuous, ſpeak 
little of the vicious, leſs of his own atchieyements, 
never to ſwear ; todo favours to all that required 
them, as willingly as if himſelf were to receive the 
benefit , to give ſecret alms according to his ability, 
in ſveh manner,that it is written, that beſides his 0- 
ther acts of piety, he marricd at the leaſt an hun. 
dred poor young maids. Behold of what elements 


but yet a traitor and faQtious,went to the ſaid Duke 
to perſwade him to forſake the FrenchEngagement, 
with intention to deſtroy them, and promiſed him 
that in recompence he would give bim his Neece in 
marriage, and make him Captain General of the 
Church. This Prince would not ſeem in any wiſe to 
underſtand tim; but he handled the matter ſo by his 
policy and advantag-ous promiſes, that he gained 
this Ayguftine who gave him bis hand,that he in few 


bis foul was inwardly compoſed. As for the manner 60 days would deſtroy the Pope by a miſchievous mor- 


Of his carriage in the war, -he ns little cared for mo. 
ny, as the duſt of the earth, and deſired not to have 
any, but to give ; witneſle an a& of great liberali- 


ty, which is related of him. He took fairly by law - 


of Arms a Spaniſh Treaſurer, who had about him 
fifceen thouſand Ducats : one of his Captains nq- 
med T ardtes, enraged with choller, ſwore that he 
would have part of the booty , becauſe he was in the 


ſel which he could eafily give him. The Duke of Fer- 
rara having thus dived into his plots and intentions, 
went immediately to find out this our noble Bayard 
in his lodgings, and made a long diſcourſe to him of 
the evil diſpolition of Pope Zalizs, and the enterpri- 
ſes he had both on his life, and on the French- men, of 
purpoſe to enkindle him for Revenge. Then he al- 
ſo purlucd his opportunity, and made Ciſcovery to 

him 


Part 5 . 
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him of the treaſon of this wicked Gerlo. Bayard 
looking amazedly at him, ſaid, How,Sir! 1 could ne- 
ver have imagined that aPrince ſo "7 as you, 
would conſent to ſuch a wickedneſs , and had you 
doneir, I ſwear by my ſoul, before night I would 


haye.given the Pope notice of it, How ! anſwered ” 


the Duke, he would have done as mach either to 
you or me, - It is no matrter ( replied, Bayard ) this 
rreachery diſpleaſeth me.Whereat the Duke ſhrug- 

ng up his ſhoulders, and ſpitting. on the Savin, 

aith, Afoxſiexr Bayard , 1 wonld | had killed all 
mine enemies in this ſort : but, ſince you diſlike it, 
the matter ſhall reſt ,and you and 1 both may have 
canſe to repent it. We ſhall not,if it pleaſe God,re- 
plieth the good Souldier ; bur, | pray you, put this 
Gallant into my bands that would do this goodly 
Piece of ſervice; and if Ido not cauſe him to be 
hanged in an hour, let me ſupply his place. The 
Duke finding in him this courage and fidelity , did 


all he could to wave and excuſe theplot, ſaying he 20 they were as poor as ma 


had given him aſfurance of his perſon. 

But, behold you not here a brave ſpirit in Bay- 
ard? See you not a man of a royal conſcience and 
ofanhoneſty in all things like to it ſelf ? Awa 
then with choſe petty and baſe ſpirits of the Abyſs 
more black then ſpe&res and infernal furies, who 
have neither loyalty for their Prince nor Common- 
wealch, but as it may concern their own intereſts : 
who ſwailow treaſors as big as Camels,to gain a fly. 


Th Souldiere, BAY ARD. 


cated with this reply , Verily, pretty ſoul, I will 
not be ſo wicked as to-take that from thee which 
thou ſo charily baſt kept for the ſociety of pureſt 
Angels. Thercupon he cauſcd her to be veiled, leſt 
ſhe ſhould be taken notice of : and that ſhe might 


not be expoſed unto the rigid dealings of arude 


hand, (not transferring the charge of her perſonto 
another's care) he, with a « pms Torch in his own 
hand, condudts her to her ſate repoſe in the houſe 6f 


IO a virtuous kinſwoman of his, where he for that 


night leaves her, The day following, be ſent for her 
mother, and ſaid unto her , Are not you a wicked 
woman to betray the honour of your daughter, 
which ought to be more dear unto you then your 
life ? Certainly for thus doing, you deſerve a pu- 
niſkhment ſo much the more rigorous, as that I un. 
derſtand you are a Lady :- and by a courſe o ſini- 
ſter you wrong Nobility. The Lady hereat wholly 
confounded, knew not what elſe to anſwer, but that 
ro Is there yet (faith ke) 
no tnan that tor her birth, beauty,and vircues ſake, 
who requireth her in holy marriage ? Yes, truly 
(ſaith ſhe) an honeſt man, a neighbour of mine: had 
ſhe (as he with her demands) fix hundred Florens, 
which I am in no capacity to raiſe or to procure. 
| Thenthe brave Bayard drew out his Purſe, and 
faid, Here are two hundred Crowrs ( which are of 
more value then fix hundred Florens of this Coun- 
try)to marry your Daughter withal:which my will 


Such would make truth ir telfto lye, were not Hea- 30 is you diſpatch within three days, and further, to 


ven's Providence awake to make their events as 
tragical, as are their determinations abominable 
and hideous. - + | 
All the braveſt Chieſtains have ever held it to be 
higheſt of their glorious victories, to be crowned 
with Chaſtity. it wasthe Trophey of Cyrw , to 
whom, for this cauſe God gave all the treaſures of 
Aſia. It wasthe triumph ot Alexaxder,who,in re- 
compence thereof, had ihe Conqueſt of the Per fans. 


And, the Emperonr 7«liay', who made profeſſion 40 


herein to imitate him, although he had apoſtatized 
and renounced all other ſ:cred ties, would never 
torſake Chatlity ,but wittily ſaid; Thi virtue wade 
beautiful lives, as Painters fair faces. But, not to 
ſearch fo far into the duſt and rubbiſh ofAntiquity, 
I will draw one line more upon our Bayard in this 
point ,whereon his Hiſtory dignifies him with a paſ- 
lage admirable and unparalel''d. 

Some there were had adviſed to convey into his 


enable you the better thereto : I alſo add one bun» 
dredCrowns more to adorn her with decent'change 
ofApparel,and I give your ſelfan hundredCrowns, 
which well houſewived, may ſerve to ftave you off 
from future unbecoming ſhifts and poverty. All 
which was done accordingly,to the unſpcakablejoy 
both of the mother, and of the Daughter , who 
thenceforth livedin an honourable and comfortable 
condition. 6 

O Nobility ! I preſent not here an Hermit, but a 
Caprtain(who was a Frexch ſouldier)who was moul- 
ded of no other fleſh, bleod, nor bones, thenare ye 
your ſelves , yet he performeth an a& of a Religi- 
ous man the moſt mortifted : he exerciſeth the li- 
berality of a King ; he equalleth therein, yea, fur- 
mounted the heroical deeds of the greateſt Saints, 
True it is, Saint Nicholas ſaved the honour of Vir- 
Sins, contributing thereto his gold and ſilver :. as 
rrue it is, that in ſo doing he generouſly triumphed 


Chamber a Maid which was one of the faireſt crea- 50 over the covetouſnefs of temporal goods : yer, he 


tures in the world, and indeed ſhe was endowed 
wi:h an angelically graceful aſpeR, ſave chat at that 
inſtant her eys were ſwoln (above their ordinary 
orbs) with an extremity of tears: 2nd that too be- 
ſpake rather rhe commendable virtue of her mode- 
ſty, then the blemiſh of her beaury. Whom when 
the Captain had well ſurveyed; How now fair 
Maid ! faith he unto her ; W hat ſayeſt thou $2 Why 
comeſt thou hicher 2 The amazed Damſel falling on 


ſerved not in this action as a triumph to himſelf, 
which is verily the, choiceſt piece of eminent vir- 
tues. But behold a Cavalier wbo vanquiſheth both 
Avarice and Luſt (the two moſt dangerous rocks in 
the world.) Bayard commandeth his parſe ina for- 
rune not the beſt accommodated; ax: that,meriteth 
no ſmall applauſe. Bur, Bayard in che high flouriſh 
of his age , of a body vigorous , commands the 
paſſions of his Soul and-conquers.them, even at the 


her knees, with that utterance her ſighings would GO temptations of an objet ſo amiable ( as hath been 


afford her , ſhe thus anſwers him: Ah, Sir! My 
Mother hath commanded me1 ſhould do what you 
would have me : yet (Sir) I am a Virgin,and never 
(cruly) had I any diſpoſition to do ill, however a 
necellity enforced me hicher ; for, my mother and 
my ſelfare ſo poor, that we ate nigh periſking 
chrongh-hunger.: but, Iwiſh to God I might ſee 
death, thereby to be diſſolved from the number of 
Senagyy Maidens , rather then to ſully my Soul 
with the leaſt unworthy and ignoble at, Which 
words of hers pierced fo this generous Lord's ſoul 
to the quick, that zhey cauſed tears in his ys, afſo- 


repreſented here unto you)l beſeech you therefore 
let it be no longer ſaid, that Chaſtity is only.to be 
found amongſt the truly moſt mortified retirers into 
Cloiſters;for,it is every where,where the fear ofthe 
omnipreſentGod,,& where genetoſity or real virtue 


is.W hat then can ſo many wretches anſwer to this, . 


who fill the world with fins, the Nobility with dif- 
oraces,their bodics withdiſcaſes,their name with in- 
famy,and load ſo many poor abuſed creatures with 


© miſeries and deſpair ? What.can our ſpruce gallants 


deviſe for paſſable excuſe,who brave it through the 
ſtreets intheir ridiculous oftcts of borrowed feathers 


and 
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and in habits, remaining indebted to the Mercer 
for the ſtuff, and to the poor Taylour for the faſhi- 
on, paying yet neither the one or other ? True 
Jack-daws o £ſop , who deſerve, that all other 
birds ſhonld aſſemble to pull their plumes off which 
they have (thus no better then) ſtoln to catch and 
co be caught with vanity. W bat will here ſo many 


#=rcons and'gameſters ſay, who rent np.and eat the 


trails of men by their bloudy riots ? 


You ſee *twas poſlible that this gallant Souldier, , , 


by unrayenous hands had four hundred crowns, ( a 
ſam in thoſe days held a huge one ) yer all this he 
oY one only alms , but, thoſe ( whom I thus 


- have taken to task ) who in a bravery talk of no- 


thing leſs then piſtolers,nor mind any thing elſe but 
their ſordid voluptuouſneſs, have not a denier to 
throw to a poor body. 

Purſuing this courſe, he did an aR (at the taking 
of Breſcia a City in 1taly) indeed for ever memo- 
rable, which was thus, Thar being ſer in the front 


of the Perdues, he firſt entred and paſſed the Ram. wy 


part , whence he received a hurtinthe tap of his 
thigh ; ſo dangerous that the top of a pike where- 
with he was thruſt, ſtuck in the wound. He, nothing 
terrified hereat, ſaid to one Captain Aſelard, 1 am 
flain : but it is no matter , let your men march on 


confidently , the Town's our own, Then , two of 


his Souldiers bare him our of the throng, who ſee. 
ing his wound ftreamed forth much bloud , they 
pulled off their ſhirts and rent them, votes up his 
thigh therewith, and in the next houſe they hit 
upon, they took a little door off the hinges where- 
on they laid their tenderly beloved Captain, to 
bear him the more _ From thence they went 

e which they ſuppoſed (in all 
likelihood) to be a very convenient repoſe, and for 
his accommodation (and fo indeed it proved:) For, 
it belonged to an honeſt Gentleman who thence 
retired into a Monaſtery to avoid the fury which is 
ordinarily found from conquering Souldiers - for, 
the ſaccage of this City was ſo dreadful , that there 
were reckoned as well of Venetiaxs who defended it, 
as Burgeſſes , to the number of twenty thouſand 
ſlain : yer, his wife ( the Lady of this bouſe) with 
her two daughters , fortunately bad ventured to a- 
bide at home , who yet through fear had hid them- 
ſelves together under hay in a Barn , from whence 
the noble Matren made firſt her appearance to the 
two Souldiers knocking at the gate, which (arming 
her felf with reſotution) ſhe opened co them , when 
eſpying a Captain all bloudy , for whom they de- 
manded a room in her houſe to retire in , ſhe con. 
duRs them with their carriage on that homely byer, 
( as is before related) into the faireſt and beſt fur- 
niſhrt chamber , where ſhe calt her felf ar his feet, 
ſaying, Sir, I freely make a tender of this houſe un. 
to you, with all the furniture thereof , which you 
may call yours even by the law of Arms : How- 
ever, this favour I only beg of you , you will be 


ZO 


to you nor your daughters , *no. more then T-would 
have befal to mine own n. Only keepthemjn 
your lodging , and let them not be jo : ſend for 
your husband home again , whom you may aſſure 
and your ſelf too, ye bave a Gueſt who will ds you 
all courtehe pofhble. The Lady comfortably ac. 
quieſcing in the belief of his nobleneſs uttered by 
his word, ſhe goes about the orderly contrivance of 
her houſe. wife-affairs accordingly; and baving em» 
ploied all her prudentialleft care to give bim good 
entertainment , ſhe ſoon perceived ſhe had lodged 
an honeſt man , ( amonglt other his own perſonal 
civil manifeſtacions)by the harmleſs ard jult deport- 
ment of the Duke of Nemoxrs the brave General 
of the Army (Gaſton de Foix) who came daily (with 
his choiceſt Chevyaliers) to viſithim, yethbe, and 
all they (although it was then in a City of their con- 
queſt) made offer of paying for what ever proviſi- 
ons they demanded for their repaſts. The good Ho- 
ſtels therefore rook her ſelf ſo much the more con- 
cerned to wait on her noble inmate ( as indeed ſhe 
did ) as on an Angel ſent her from Heaven : ſo 
much divine honour and virtue ſaw ſhe reſplendent 
in bim, When be was well cured of his hurt, and 
ſpake of his diſlodging thence to be preſent at the 
battel of Raveuxe , where chat his General paſſio. 
nately deſired him no leſs for his ſociety then his 
ſervice, the Lady ( who accounted her ſelf as his 
priſoner , with her husband and their two daugh- 
ters, conſidering that iftheir Gueſt would rigorouſ- 
ly uſe them , he might (according to the uſe and li- 
berty of a Souldier) draw ten or twelve thouſand 
crowns from her,') reſolved to give bim a preſent : 
and therefore went into his chamber with one of 
her domeſtick attendants who carricd a little ſteel 
Cabinert,and preſently ſhe threw her ſelf at his feer 
but he quickly raiſcd ber up again, not ſuffering ſhe 
ſhould ſpeak a word till ſhe was ſeated by him, at 
which time ſhe made this ſpeech well obſcrved by 


o ihe Secretary of Bayard. 


Sir, fith it ſeemed good to the high Providence, 
that this City ſhould be deſtined to a captivity by 
your valour , the fayour which God bath afforded 
me by ſending you into this houſe which is wholly 
at your ſervice, ,I thankfully contemplate as cne 
which hath been no leſs then the preſervation of the 
life of my husband, mine own, and that of my two 
daughters, with their unattempted chaſtity which 
they dearhicr eſtimate then their precious life. Be. 
ſides, your pcople bave demeaned thernſclves (to 
your own rare example, as well as to your lawtull 
commands, I attribute ic) here in my houſe, that [ 
have cauſe for eyer to commend their ſober carri- 
age and modeſty, and not deſerving the leaſt blame 
or complaint for any kind of injury committed by 
them. And, yer Sir, lam not ſo ignorant of the 
condition whereuntothe miſery of war hath redu- 
cedus, as not very well to apprehend that my hus- 
band, my fſ:1f, and our childrenare your priſoners; 


pleaſed to prote& me and fave mine honour invio- gg and that all the goods in this houſe are in us pow- 


lated, as alſo of my daughters (two poor Maids ) 
pou upto waging 4 eſtate, whom I and my dear 

usband value as the pledges of our conjugal affe. 
Aion. The Captain anſwered, Madam, fear not, 
We Souldiers that muſt ſtand the ſhock of War,ofc- 
times do meet with ſuch like caſualties as hath now 
betided me, which was the cauſe (not any deſign to 
wrong your perſons or diminiſh your poſſeſſions) 
that draye me hither: and whether I ſhall eſcape this 


er to be diſpoſed of at your liking and diſcretion: 
But withall, knowing the nobleneſs of your heart 
which is incomparable, I am come moſt hambly 
to beſcech you to take pity on us your poor cap- 
tives, and to deal with us according to your mani- 
felted goodneſs and clemency, whereto we render 
as a thankfull ſacrifice this poor preſgnt , carneſtly 
deſiring it may be acceptable. Having thus ſpoken, 
ſhe took the cabiner our of her ſervants hands, and 


wound, be a contingency remote as yet from my aſ- 4, opened it before the good Captain, who ſaw it to be 


ſurance , yet, this 1 faithfully promiſe you , thar, 
whilſt Llive, there ſhall not be done the leaſt injury 


full of ducats, whereat he ſmiled, ſaying, Madam, 
how many ducats haye you there? The poor wo- 
man, 
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but if you be not ſatisfied ou = Wl _ 
220 more, Nay, Madam,. ( replyed the Captain 
Cn on hor eon ive me an 
hundred thouſand Crowns, you could nor for all 
that) dome ſo much good as you have benefitted 
me already by your coltteous entertainment and 
virtuous. offices of recovering me. * In-what place 


 therefore-ſoever I ſhall remain, while God pro- 
longs my life, you ſhall find you have thereby en- - 
giged a Geritleman ready'to embrace ocrafiony.of .. 
erving your commands... And now, as for your 
Ducats, Iwill take none ofthem ,- but give you. 


thanks, and ſo 1 pray you put them up again. For 
my patt, I evi eirelleemed people of honour 
more then crowns ; and think not, Madam, but L 
0 away aswell contented from you, as if this Gity 
were at your diſpoſition. ,- and you had made me a 
preſent. thereof, Ws 

She again humbly proſtrating her ſelf on her 
knees, and the Captainſifting her up, ſhe anſwer- 
ed, No, Sir ; I ſhould think my ſelf for ever the 
moſt unhappy woman of the world, if you nccept 
not of this Preſent, which is nothing: in compariſon 
of the infinite obligations I ow to your worth, Well 
(faith he) fith you give it with fo good a will, I ac- 
cept it for your ſake : but; cauſe your Daughters 
to come hither that I may bid chem farewel. Theſe 
virtuous ſouls {ollowing their mothers precedency, 
had alſo with her charitably aſſiſted him during the 
time of his infirmities, cure many times touching 
their Lute whereon they played very ſweetly, for 
his minds recreation. Upon this ſummon of his in. 
to his preſence, they tell at his feet , the elder of 
the Daughters (in the name of both) made a ſhorc 
ſpecchunto him in her mother-language , import- 
ing a thankful form unto, bim for his juſt performed 


preſervation of their honour, The Captain heard 40 


1t, yet not without a weeping- joy and admiration 
at the ſweetneſs and humility he therein obſerved, 
and then ſaid : Ladies, ye do that which I ought to 
do ; which is,to give you thanks for the many good 
helps ye have afforded me, for which 1 find my ſelf 
infinitely obliged unto you, Ye know, men of m 
profeſſion are not readily furniſhed with handſom 
tokens to preſent fair Maidens withal, Burt behold ! 
your good Lady-mother hath given me two thou. 


ſand five hundred Ducats , take each of you a thou. 50 


ſand of them as my gift, for ſo 1 am reſolyed it ſhall 
be. Then turning to his Hoſteſs, Madam (faith he) 
] will take the five hundred to my ſelf to diſtribute 
them among poor Religious women who have not 
had like happineſs with you to be preſerved from 
the Souldier's plundering pillage. And, as you bet- 
ter then. any other may judge of the neceflities 
which each one may by ſuch accidents have befallen 
them : ſo I am confident 1 candepute none a more 


faichful Steward for the d:iſpofing thereof, then is 60 


your wiſe, ingenious , and charitable ſelf, ynto 


Aaaaa 


Chriſt, who for us ſinners ſuffered death an 
ng here in this world, *and itt the other re- 


of Chevyalry, to. whom none other can be compa= 
red | Our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer {ei 


paſ. 


watd you, The Gentleman of the houſe who. at 
that time heard the courreſie of his gueſt; came to 


IOthank him with a bended knee, making him(withal) 


a ſurrender of his perſon, and a ſequeſtration of his 
whole eftate : but he moſt nobly left him maſter 
of himſelf and of his eſtate, The young Gentlewo- 
man who (amongſt others their many _accompliſh- 
ing endowments) were skiltul at the Needle, made 
him a Preſent of a crimſon-ſattin purſe very richly 
wrought, and of two Bracelets woyen with thread 
of gold and filver. He very graciouſly receiving 
them , Behold (faith he) I eſteem theſe more then 


20 ten thouſand crowns : and, inſtantly he put the 


Btacclets on his wriſts, and the purſe into his pock- 
et aſſuring them that while theſe their reſpeRive 
remembraxces would laſt, he would wear them for 
their ſakes. Which civil ceremonies ended , he 
mounted on his horſe, accompanied thence with his 
true friend the Lord D* Arbigny , and with abour 
two or three thouſand other Gentlemen and Soul- 
diers: the Lady ofthe houſe, the Davghters, and 
the whole family, as paſſionately lamenting his de- 


30 parture, as if they ſhould have been per to the 


Sword , alchough they had afſurance from him by 
his undeniable proteion under which he left them 
and their poſſeſsions to be unmolelted after his de- 
parture. 

If the Stars were to deſcend from Heaven, I 
would demand now whether they might find more 
love and reſpe& then in this heaven-born piece of 
generoſity did both receive and return. But, be ye 
your own judges, if your obſervations tell you not, 
it far otherwiſe befals thoſe lilly Fencers who in 
like times of advantages ruſh theinſelues into ſuch 
well-feathered Neſts, no otherwiſe then as fatal 
Comets pertending fire and che deſtroying Sword, 
who make the props of buildings tremble with cheir 
loud blaſphemies, who load whole families withain- 
juries, without the leaſt _ of age, ſex, or ho- 
nour, but make a ſport at the blood and wounds 0- 
ver whom they tyrannize, pillaging them like rave. 
nous Harpies fatted with humane ruines. Howe. 
ver, ſhould they do nothing elſe all cheir life-time 
bur heapup Mountains of gold and filyer ; they 
could not arrive to the lea(t part of the content= 
ment which this good Captain .enjoyed , who 
ſought no other recompence from his fair way'd a- 
ions, but the ſatisfaQion of his ſerene conſcience, 
and the glory to have done fo well. And thus ir 
is (0 ye who would your ſelves to be indeed enno- 
bled) that hearts are gained: thus ye oblige (if 1 
may ſo ſay) both earth and heaven to become due 
tributaries to your virtues, with bleſsings round a- 
bout you here, and with a Crown of immortality 
hereafter. 
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man diſmaied becauſe ſhe thought his ſmiling had whoſe ſole diſpoſal l freely recommend it. The La- 
proceeded from coniceifetl : diſcontent, anſwered, dy touched co the quick with fo rare ard pious a 
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Begin the Elogies of holy States-men with 
the Patriarch Joſeph , who was the firſt of 
God's choſen people , that entred into the 
Court of an 7»fidel Prince , to make of his 
life an example of virtue, and of his de- 
meanour 4 Miracle. Here is an high deſign of God, 
who transports a young child out of the cabins and 
condition of ſheepherds , to make him the ſecond 


ther , and makes of him a mari of ſufferings and of 
prodigies, to be as a grain of ſeed out of which one 
ſhould ſee a Loop numerous poſterity that 
ſhould equal the ſtars of Heaven, This eternal high 
Prieſt preparcd for his Altars a great ſacrifice of 
Tribulation and of Patience, which was to be ho- 
noured with ſo much bloud , and ſo many tears 
of the righteous, and would invite thereto the 


perſon of a great Kingdome, to give him the hears Saints by the irnitation of a Patriarch that cor- 
and the treaſures of his Maſter. the friendſhip of the TO ſecrated himſelf by his own evils, and mounted our 
Nobles,the veneration of the People, and the admi. of a deep pit to the: triumphant Chariot of the 
ration of all the World. Thoſe that look upon this Pharaoh's. 

Hiſtory after a common manner, obſerve ordinari- I have propoſed to my ſelf to repreſent this to 
ly therein the changes of bumane things , the be= you (my Reader) nor relating at large his Hiſtory 
ginnings, the progreſſes, and the iſſues of worldly which is ſufficiently known, but by making ſome re- 
affairs : But if we would penetrate farther, we Mflexions upon it able to make us admire the great- 
ſhould find two great reaſons and two admirable neſs of God, and to faſhion the manners of C our- 
deſigrs of Previdence about the entrance and nego- tiers affeted to virtue, by originals that God hath 
tiation of Foſephin Egypt. placed as upon the Frontiſpiece of his Palace. 

The firſt 1s, that according to the ſaying of the 20 Let us obſerve then (according to the fpAvic 
great S. Leo , it Was reaſonable that the Eternal which the Scripture makesus ſee in this narration) 
Word that was to come for the falyation of the his entrance into the Court, his beginning, his pro- 
whole world ſhould be divided through all Apes, reſſes,bis virtues, bis negotiations,and bis ſucceſſes, 
and through all Nations , ſhewing himſelf ro forte trom which we ſhall draw great lights and infallible 
in figure,to others in reality,giving himſelf ro ſome proofs of the. work of God upon thoſe whom he 
by Hope, to others by Preſence ; and to many by embraces by love and by a very particular condu&R. 
Remembrance. He inſlinuated himſelf into the an- Ambitious ſpirits have ſtudied in all times the 
tient Fews by Prophecies , into the Gexti/es by O- means to make a fortune at the Court of Kings,and 
racles; into the Learned by Riddles , into the Peo- have applied themſelves ſtrongly to this deſign,asto 
ple by viſible Figures ; into the Saints and the Re- 39 the ſtudy of the philoſophers ſtone , or to the con- 
ligious by Myſteries; into the Prophane ard Geun- queſt of the golden fleece : Bur they have had work 
tiles by Government and Politick Prudence, This is enough to find out the true principles and cauſes of 
the faſhion that he held towards the Egyptians, ma- the good will of great ones, which is the reaſon that 
king them ſee the firſt rays of the Birch-day of Is ſome ſeem to have the golden wings of fortune her 
coming in the perſon of Joſeph, that wore very ad-. ſelf to flie to the palace of Honour, withour labour, 
vantageouſly the Lineaments of his Divine Perte- and without difficulty , while others with indefati- 
Rions, and merited to be called by advance, the Sa- gable pains grow old in diſgrace and in contempr. 
viour of the world. Lilins Gyraldmns a learned man digged out of the 

The ſecord reaſon is, that God meaning to be- ground in his ſearches an antient picture of the in- 
gin that Divine work of the perſccutions and the 40 duſtrious ApeRes, wherein after he had painted Fa- 
vionders of his choſen People, transports Joſeph thi» woxr winged, blind, Kanding upon a rouling boul, 

cnvironed 
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cietrany of lene be ite a 


feet ſome that fludied her Genealogy, 
ſome making ber the daughter of Beauty, others of 
chanee, others of Induſtry, others of Virtue : buc 
the ableſt confeſſed that ſhe was a baſtard, and not 
begotten of lawfull Parents, but of nobſcure and 
dark Confufion. 

And indeed if weſpeak of the fayour of Princes 
taken according to the world, we muſt acknow- 
ledge thar it is very uncertain, having.as many di- 

vers births as there are different bumours in the 
mind of great _ pr SG _ ro 

changes, whether through an opinion of their 
crextnell , or whether _ the delicatenefs 
of theis breeding, or whether through the diver- 
ſity of thoſe that approach them, and ſo many fan- 
taſticall conceits that proceed from the perturbati- 
on of their own felicities. Who is able to tell all 


| The States-men, 


JOSEPH, 


all ſubmiſſion of ſpirit, that there is an Heavenly 
hand that takes a charge of, this buſineſs , and that 
It is our Tutelar, Angel tro whom God having g1- 
yen Commiſſion of onr lives and fortunes ?. Ic js no 
way credible, that he negle&s us in theſe great oc- 
carrences of exerciſes, and of converſations that 


= to compoſe the happineſs or the miferies of our 
Wezt;: of + 


Yet it fs true that God deſtining a man ro fone 
Io great deſign, fails not inſenifibly co turniſh him with 


neceffary qualities for that diſpoſal, though th 

are elevated above the opinion br the world, and 
ſomerimes even contrary to the. ordinary practi- 
ces of Conrtiers, from thence ir came that Provi= 
gence had made Foſeph of a good mind, and of a 
grace fitting for converſation, of a ſweet and plea- 
ling bumeur, of a ſpirit capable of buſineſs, She 
gave him a marvellous gift of Prophecy, and of In- 
terpretation of Dreams, which wrought the prin- 


the entrances into fayour?ſecing there are ſome thar 20 cipall effect of that high fortune, in a Kino curious 


have been promoted highly, for having cauſed a lit- | 


tle ſucking Pig to be roaſted handſomely, as it bap. 
pened to d favourite of Hewry the Eighth's, King 
of England. It is true that there are ſome that in- 
finuate themſelves by beauty, and by a good grace, 
others by jeaſting and delightfull paftimes, others 
by underftanding and the condu of affairs, others 
by valour, others by ſcience, others by the inven- 
tion of crimes and infamous wayes of magick, by 


to know the things that were to come, ard a Na- 
tion much inclined to Divinations and to the know- 
ledge of the ſecrets of NKture,- and above Nature, 
Here is a point of Do@rine neceſſary io be obſer- 
ved, as well for the Science, as for the Conſcience, 
ſince the obſervation of Nrearas, which many make 
by Superſtition, was made by Myſtery, to the ho. 
nour of the Interpreter, and to the profic of all 
the Nation, as the Hiſtory will ſhew you clearly in 


unſeemly complacencies and unworthy ſervices 30 its ſequel. 


which they render to the revenges, or to the plea- 
ſures of their maſters. 

Burt (not to ſpeak of other proceedings that are 
leſs clean) thoſe that give precepts of riſing at the 
Court will tell us, that he ought to be of a good 
birth, of a pleaſing behaviour, very dextrous in all 
forts of exerciſes fit for the Nobility, of a gentle 
wit that hath ſome tin&ure of ſcience, of a polithed 
converſation, full of civility, affability, and pru- 
dence. Ina word, he mnft be a man of conſcience, 
of underſtanding, of courage, of ſervice, and held 
up by ſome powerfull friend, that will gain the 

will of great ones, and to open to bimſelf a 
large way to the honours of the age. This is faid with 
much prudence-, but we muſt avouch, that beſide all 
theſe rare qualities, there isa ſecret puſh of anin- 
viſible hand that thruſts forward the favourites, 
which ſome have 'attributed to the ſtars, others to 
deſtiny ,others to a good temper : but which I think 


We know that a Dream is a viſion which is made 
in ſleep, cauſed by the remainders of the images 
of the things which we have received in our ſen- 
ſes and in our imagination when we were awake : 
and isas the FEccho which brings a repetition of 
the ations of the day. Orr foul hath this mark 
of its immortality, that it is ina perpetuall mo- 
tion, withour any interruption, after the manner 
of the Heavenly Globes, and of 'he !ntelligences. 


40 When the body is laid faſt by the charming ſweer- 


neſſes of ſleep, and the night makes a league with 
all the ations of theday, the ſoul makes not any 
with its operations; it meditates, it reaſons, it 
ſpeaks, it is ination, it negotiates, ,and with- 
out parting from its body flies beyond all lands 
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#nd ſeas to enjoy a friend. She opens ber ſelf with 


Joy, pricks her {elf with ſorrow, intereſſes her ſelf 
in buſineſſes, and not being able to nſe the mem» 
bers of her body , ſerves her ſelf with her own 


with.xcafon to be an effc& ofthe divine Providence, go members and her own faculties for the fatisfaRti- 


A operation of the Guardian Angels, who in 
proſperous affairs, procure often Counſellors and 
officers to Kings by high and ſublime wayes, of ex- 
.quiſite gifts, and profitable ro-ſecond the good ge- 
nius of the Prince,and to advance by the ſame means 
the favourite. | 
This is that which may be obſeryed clearly inthe 
perſon of Foſeph (whoſe Elogy I have undertaken 
r@ give you.) There is required ina man of a ſe- 
cular State, the birth of a m_—_ to make a 
forcune at the Court, and this man was the fon of 
a ſhepherd, a skilfulneſs at weapons, he had never 
. - handled, or perhaps ſeen any, a gentleneſs in the 
exerciſes of the body, he knew no. other but thoſe 
of rds , a grace of ſpeech, he was a ſtranger 
and a barbarian tothe Egyptians ; Military valour, 
he knew no other combats but thoſe of the Rams 
and Bulls , politick prudence, he came from a fa- 
vage life where he had had no other converſation 


on of her deſire. And as ſword-players ceaſe nor 
ſometimes to fence without arms, and to nfe ge= 
ftures as if there paſſed a real combat , fo our fpi- 
ric, whiles we ſleep, carries her ſelf away, and 
does every thing in [dea, as if it were ſeconded 
by the body. Such is the ſtate and natural conditi- 
on of Dreams, as Tertwlliax hath well explain- 
ed it in his Book concerning the Soul. But be- 
yond this, ir is expedient to note that there is 
ſomething in them of extraordinary and Divine, 
which made the Stoicks fay, that Providence care- 
full of our preſervation, gave us Dreaming, as & 
domeſtick Oracle, to inform us of our good and 
evils. This cannot be underſtood commonly of all 
Dreams, . the truth being ſuch that there-are five 
forts of them which Afacrebins following the 
Antients names the Phantaſme, the Raving, the 
Viſion, the Oracle, and the figurative Dream ; 
we ought not to relie much upon Pha 


bur that of trees and beaſts. What was it then that 7otaſmes which are as ſhadows , which pref: nc 


promoted him in the Courtof ' Pharach, and made 


bim riſe ſo high? Muſt we not acknowledge with 


themſelves to our imagination in the very fitſk 
cloud of ſleep, nor of Ravings, which follow 
Aa3aaz ordin. 
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ordinarily the tate of the paſſions and affeRions of 
our ſoul and of our body, as Artemidors reaſons 
in the beginning of his work , but much on Viſion, 
which without tollowing the paths trodden the day 
before by our ſenſes , make us ſee and diſcover 
things in our {lecp which we experiment, when we 
are awake, to be the ſelf ſame which we ſaw when 
we wereaſleep. And as for Oracle , which ex- 
preſſes to uFapparitions of God and Angels or cer- 
tain grave perſons that ſeem to ſpeak to us, and to 
advertiſe us of what we have tro do, or not to do, 
it cannot be but very conſiderable, as alſo the fi- 
gurative Dream , which ſhews us under Figures 
and Symbols the divers accidents of things profita- 
ble either to the common good, or to our particu- 
lar conduR. 

1 bave been willing to clear this with more day, 
to make us know the excellent gifts of the Divine 
Goodneſs communicated to our Patriarch in that 


THE HOLY COURT. SE" Wok 
Dreams, it is a mark of ſelicity to ſce the Stars in 
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one's ſicep. He had not been they refinedat Court 
when he boaſted of that Dream by a childiſhinno- 
cence, ard related it to hisbrothers, who concei 
ved ſo much jealoufic from it, that they reſolye 
npon his deſtruction. "* 
' Here is a ſecond work of Providence which plea- 
ſes her ſelf indoing the works of her Trade, ard 
in conduQiing to the haven thoſe whom ſhe hath 


760 taken in charge by turning her back to them. His 


brothers, ſaith S. Gregory, ſold him, for fear leſt he 
ſhould be coridionc? according to his Dream, and. 
he was worſhipped becauſe he was fold., Envy 
( which is properly a ſadneſs. for the honour and 
welfareof another ; foraſmuch as that it ſeems to 
us to tend to the dimination of ours) finds objects 
in all places : it enters into Jacob's family, a family 
of Saints, to teach us ( ſaith Saint Ambroſe ) that 
the ſervants of God have not eſcaped Paſſions, bur: 


interpretation which he gave to Dreams. To ſpeak 20 conquered them, He that in the Government of 


truth, it was a kind of Prophecy, which being pro. 
perly a manifeſtation of truths elevated above the 
ordinary knowledge of man, clearly diſcovered it 
ſelf in oſeph, in the declaratipn which he made of 
things ſo hidden, .and ſolittle penetrable to the un. 
deritanding of the moſt learned men of Egypr.Saint 
Thoma diiputes touching the excellency of Pro. 
phecies, and ſays, That thoſe are more ſublime that 
are purely intelle&ual , then others that are made 


all Egypr found nothing but admiration amongſt 
ftrangers, meets with envy amongſt his brethren, 
and among theſe of whom charity ſhould haye 
been adored, though ſhe had been perſecuted in 
all che habitable world, There is not a more ſubtle 
poyſon then that of Aſps, nor a more deadly envy 
then that of brothers, and eſpecially of thoſe that 
make profeſſion of wiſdom and of holineſs. | This 
animal paſſion, that makes at length aſin of the ſpi» 


by (imilitudes. But although thoſe of our Poſeph 35 Fit, feels her ſelf moſt 'conyeniently lodged in the 


were revealed by Riddles and by Figures,yert they 
mount for all thatto an high point of excellency : 
foraſmuch as they were by this means more pro- 
portioned to the capacity of a Nation that loved 
them more when they were involved in the ſha. 
dows and mm the clouds of thoſe Figures,then if they 
had been naked and totally unmixt with corporal 
Jdea's, And Ithink that the great excellency ofa 
maſter and of a teacher, is to accommodate himſelf 


heart of ſpiritual men : ſhe ſleeps in their boſom as 
inher neſt, and becauſe that ſhes always a com- 
panion of ambition , and that ſuch kind of perſons 
are ordinarily extreme deſirous of the glory that 
proceeds from the reputation of virtue and of lear. 
ning, it comes to paſs that ſhe bath in them more 
exerciſe and nouriſhment. This ill. boding Co- 
met diſcovers in them wichout ceaſing, new vapours 
to be digeſted; and by how the more agedthe en- 


to che ſpirit of thoſe tro whom he would perſwade 4 viouSare, by ſo much the more ſtrong are their 


the verities of his Doctrine. 

Now it diſcovers to us at preſent, that this firſt 
Courtier of the choſen people had ſomething of 
Divine that prepared him to great aRtions,inaſmuch 
as from his lictle childhood he was exerciſed by 
thoſe myſterious Dreams, and amorous of Hea- 
ven, and of the Stars that cnlightned him in the fi. 
lence of a delicious night, and brought him the 
preſages of his future greatneſs. God hath often 
ſpoken to bis moſt faithful ſervants by the means of 
Dreams : as, to Mordecai; to the Wiſe-men of 
the Eaſt : to Saint Foſeph the Spouſe of the molt 
holy Virgin : and the obſervation of them is not 
bad when one perceives in them ſome extraordina. 
ry thing, and which tends to a good end by lawful 
and commendable means, 

Ic is true that Ariſtorle thought , that Dreams 
came not from God, becauſe if that had any likely. 
hood, that fayour would be for none but for - 
Philoſophersand for eminent perſons; but we muſt 
pardon a wiſe worldly man, if he knew not the ad. 
mirable commerce and the ſweet diſcourſes that the 
ſpirit of God is pleaſed to make with ſimple and in. 
nocent ſouls, which dg Empry of themſelves are 
filled advantageovſly with the Deity. Such was 
little Zoſepb, when he ſaw in a Dream .his ſheaf of 
Corn that exalted it ſelf above thoſe of his bre- 
thren,and when he beheld the Sun, and the Moon, 
with the eleven Starsthat came to worſhip him and 


babits to this ſin. The rays of virtue and of all per- 
feion are darted continually into the eys of thoſe 
of the ſame houſe, which makes this iniquity in- 
creaſe by the frequentation of its objects. - Litthe 
things prick as well as great , ard thoſe Spiders 
fing every where matter tor poyſon., Good muſt 
be hid from them, that their evil may not be dif. 
covered; and virtue be put out of ſight , that ſhe 
may be put out of the danger of being envied: 


o Oleafter ſaith , That God covered Aeſes with a 


Cloud in thoſe familiar Colloquies which he*had 
with him, for ſear, that that being perceived by 
the Fews who were at the bottom of the Moun. 
tain 1n its higheſt luſtre , might move envy by 
an obje&t that merited nothing but venera- 
tion, 

But how juſt is God to turn that fury of the 
Serpents againſt her ſelf," to cauſe her ro pro- 
more whilcſt ſhe abaſes, and to honour -while 


60 {he infulres, and to fanGtifie whileſt ſhe perſe- 


cutes, thoſe on whom. ſhe imprints the ſtrong- 
'eſt venome of her. Rage ! O what a brave ſpe- 
Ctacle. it is to ſee ſo many ſtorms poured down 
continually at the foot ef the Mountain Athes, 
with an eternall deſpaire to © cover it ! And 
what an excellent Theater of Providence is it 
to. behold envious men that envy without cea- 
ling, and that are never envied, becauſe they 
have nothing that merits-envy ! They caſt out their 


do him reverence. This probably ſeemed to him 4g foam and their froth againſt a man whom Gods 


a preſage of a great happineſs, fecing that according 
to the Maximes of Aſtrawpy/chu in his book of 


raiſes uponthe wings of glory;and by making them- 
ſelves an hell in their entrails, they prepare for him 
a paradiſe, Foſeph 


Parts, © 


+ Pofepb fold tothe elites, is by Poti- 
wy ke arr on ; who had the confi- 
dence of King - Pharasþ and bis Arms in his hands. 
- He entersimnto the Court, a thing which he never 
had ſo much as thought on; he comes thirher-with a 
chain,to carry away one day the collar of gold , he 
is received there as a Slave, to become a Maſter,and 
ſubmits his neck under the yoke of Servitude, to g0- 
yern, He enters powerfully into the favour ot his 


” 


ThesStater-men. 
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might communicate it ſelf to his heart by the ſimple 
touch of a garment ; he ſtays not near her , he bu- 
ſies not himſelf ſo much as to make her a difcourſe 
of continence, he anſwers her by running away, 
and conquers the ſtrongeſt of the paſlions by turn- 
ing to it his back. O why were not all the Roſes 
and all the Lilles that flouriſhed in the Gardens of 
Egypt for that time emploied to make immortal 
crowns for that Chaſtity that conſcerated it ſelf fo 


Lord, wbo finding him diſcrer, induitrious , and 10 highly even in the Kingdom of loves ! O how well 


faichful, gives himthe charge of all his houſe, of bis 
goods, and of his revenues, which he cauſes greatly 
ro increaſe, ſo much were his pains accompanied 
with an abundance ot the benedictions of heaven. 
Bnt the immodeſt love of his Miſirils raiſed 
him great combats that ſerved for an exerciſe 
to his virtue, to put it in the higheſt luſtre of its 
glory. 


Behold a point where God ſhews plainly , that 


did he then merit to be mounted.upon a Chariot 
drawn with horſes whiter then the ſnow, and to be 
ſhown to all Egypt , asatamer of monſters, and a 
triumpher over vices ! 

Nevertheleſs ( the love of his Miſtreſs turning it 
ſelf into rage) heis accuſed of having attempted ro 
raviſh the honour which he preſerved. His inno. 
cence is borne down by the artifices of a wite , and 
the credulity of a husband , he ſuffers for virtue all 


one never loſes any thing by being faithful co him , 20 that the moſt faulty could expect in puniſhment of 


and that the greateſt triumph of virtues, is, to have 
fin in ones power,and innocence jn ones will. Thoſe 
that would raiſe fortunes of glaſs upon the founda- 
tions of iniquity , would have thought that Foſeph 
had had a fair opportunity in his hands to promote 
bimſelfat Court , ſeeing himſelf beloved of one of 
the chicf Ladies of the Kingdom, who was as much 
diſpoſed to wiſh him well , as powerful to make his 
happineſs. There was no need to woo her , and to 


their crimes. He is put immeduately into the dunge- 
on,loaden with irons, uſed with all poſlible rigours, 
without beirg detended or ſuccoured of any one , 
he expeRs nothing every moment but an ignomi- 
-— hs death to put anend to the miſeries of his 
ife, | 

Eternal Wiſdom ! ( faith Tertufizy) you cut 
your childrens throats and uſe them as ſacrifices, 
as if you could not crown them bur by their tor- 


gain her heart by many artifices ; ſhe loves,ſhe de- 3o ments, as if you could not hononr them but by their 


hires, ſhe preſſes : love hath robbed ker of the qua- 
lity of a Miftriſs, to make her take that ofa Servant 
who offcred to him her paſſion. That pleafing beau. 
ty of Joſeph, which virtue placed upon the high- 
elt of the thrones of love, darted arrows at her 
that made her forget her ſelf, to run after her 
ſlave, | 
What ſhall this faithful ſervant do, that ſees that 
his beauty bath paſſed him Maſter in one day of his 


puniſhments. Bur why do we complain ( faid a 
learned Father of the Church ) 7eſeph is free in this 
Captivity; if his body groans under the irons, his 
ſpirit walks with God , philoſophizes with God, 
ard thinks that the recompence of a good action, is, 
to have done it, | | 

Behold the exact method that Providence keeps 
in the conduct of her choſen ones, One deep muit 
call upon another deep , the deep of afflictions calls 
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Lords houfe and bed ? He is young,it is a vice, ſome 4© for that of glories, and the heighths of honour are 

one will ſay,pardonable to his age. He is a ſtranger, prepared according to the meajure of tribularions. 

he hath need of an upholder, he is a man of fortune, Ir is the gold that (according to Feb's ſpeech) comes 4! £1%'o- 
he ought not to ſhutthe door againſt her when ſhe froffi the North, it is that divine cryſtal that is A 
offers her ſelf ro him. It is a role jr will paſsin an congealed under the breath of God, it is thoſe 2 «r 
eternal ſecret; if he grants his Miſtriſſes requeſt, 


burning arrows of the Lord of hoſts char cauſe j' 2: 
wealth, content, authority, credit, are ſor none bur 7 0 
bim ;+ if he deniesit, he muſt fear chains, priſons, 
fire, and ſword, and all that a woman will, and all 
that a provoked love can do, It was a great com- 
bat, wherein Reaſon had the upper-hand of Pafſi- 
on; Grace of Nature, and God of Man. 7oſeph 
would not be fair to the prejudice of another , 
thinking that that was not the true beauty that was 
adorned to the diſadvantage of Chaſtity ; but thar 
which is preſerved to the honour of Modeſty, He 
ſettled bis eys faſt upon the Natural Law of God 
whom he adored ,, and although he ſeemed then to 
uſe him barſhly in that captivity : yet he forgot no- 
thing of his duty. He repreſented to bimlſclf the 


thoſe combatants to let fly their colours; and-that 
make wounds by communicating lights. 

7oſeph's priſon was a ſchool of wiſdom where God 
ſpake, and his ſervant-hearkned to him , haying his 


50 Ear in heaven, and his heart in that of tus Maſter, A 


certain Grace that proceeding from the interiour 
of his ſoul ſpread it ſelf upon his viſage, and made ir 
ſclf be beard in every one ot his words, gained him 
the heart of his goaler that uſed bim kindly, having 
already an high eſteem of his innocence and of kis 
virtue. There are ſome men ſo happy that they find 
Empires every where, - which -was- the cauſe 
that this holy Patriarch obtained by merit the 
charge of all the priſoners that were compa. 


faithfulneſs that he had promiſed to his Maſter, the 60 nions of his miſery ; and made himſelf by love 


ſhort pleaſures that accompany fin, and the remorſe 
that follows , he extinguiſhed the flames of love, 
he brake all his darts; and in his flaxery made 
himſelf mafter of him that hath captivated ſo many 
Kings. | 


He came out of the chamber where the ſnare was 


laid, asa ruby out of burning flames, without lofing 
any thing of his integrity, and making his fair luſtre 


Slitter in the eys of heaven, hizonly witn He 
quitted. his coat , and eng itno more hizown, 
aſter it had touch'd the hands of that im Wo- 


the Governour even of him that held him in cap- 
tivity. | 'Þ: 

_ It happens in this accident, that two of the King's 
officers, his Butler and his Baker, were brought 1n- 
ro the ſame priſen , and given in ward to Feſeph to 
adminiſter. ro them tbirgs 'neceflary for lite. He 
comforted them in their adverſity, 2nd entercained 
chem with good diſcourſes; and as he ſaw them one 
day very melancholy he inquired after the cauſe of 


© {heir ſadneſs, and perceived that they diſquieted 


themſelves about their Dreams. 


The Butler had 


man ; he fearcdyt that concagious venome of love dreamed that he ſaw a Vine withthree branches, 


which 
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which at one time was adorned with leaves, with 
buds, with bloſſomes,and with ripe grapes; and that 
after he bad gathered of ity fruit, be ſqueezed it 1n+ 
to Pharaoh's cup which he held in his hand,and pre- 
ſented it unto hum. W hereupon eſeph foretold him 
tha: within three dayes he ſhould bs re-eſtabliſhed 
in his office. The other had ſeen bimſelf in bis Dream 
carrying three panniers of meal upon his head, and 
it ſeemed ro him, chat in that which was the higheſt 
of all, rhere was abundance of the delicacies of his 
trade, which the birds of prey came and ſnatched 
away, which made his Prophet denounceto him an 


| ignominious death. The effe& was anſwerable to 


the predi&ions in the limited cime, and the one dy- 
ed upon the gallows, and the other was re-invelted 
in his place. 

Bur, that being very true which S. Thomas bath 
obſerved, that there be four ſorts of people: that 
eaſily forget a courteſie, Proud men, to whom one 
docs ſome ſmall diſpleaſure, though they have been 
at other times greatly obliged in divers accidents, 
Baſe and mean perſons that are unexpeRtedly raiſed 
to ſome degree of honour. Children, that are be. 
come men, and Priſoners that are ſet at liberty. 
The Butler was ſo raviſhed with his change of for- 
tune, that he was no longer mindfull of his friend , 
the enjoymenr of a preſent good making him loſe 
the remembrance of the Prophecy, concerning the 
time tocome. 

Yet providence that would exalt 7oſeph to the 
higheſt rop of honour,at the time at which ſhe had 
deitined ir, ſen: Dreams to Pharaoh about the ſtate 
of his Kingdome, which cauſed great croubles in his 
miad, there being no body that he could find able 
to reſolve his doubts. It was then that rhe Butler 
ſpake, not being ignorant that this news would 
be moſt pleaſing to the King, and told him the 
dreams that had happened beth to him and his com- 
panion when they werein priſ0n, adding the inter- 
pretation given upon them by a young ſlave, an 


Hebrew by Nation, kept in the ſame goal, and the 


effe& rhat had followed the Oracles of his mouth. 
Whereat the King being much joyed, commanded 
that he ſhould be inſtantly ferched our of pri- 
ſon, and be brought to be ſeen and heard by his 
Majeſty, which was readily performed. For after 
they had trimmed his hair, and cloathed bim with a 
befitting habir, he was preſented to the Kings eyes, 
who received him with much courreſie, and havin 
related ro him his Dreams,-which were of ſeven 
kine, fat and wonderfull fair, that had been follow- 
cd and devoured by other lean ones,and as much as 
could be, out of fleſh , as alſo of ſeven ears of corn 
extremely well filled, chat had been eaten up by 0. 
ther empty and barren ones, he defired him to give 
him the Reſolution of them, Whereupon, 7oſeph 
fhewed a fingular modeſty, telling the King, thar the 
trae explications of Dreams, a all cert#n and in» 
fallibleProphecies,came from God which is the fa- 
ther of lkghts , and at length opening his opinion, 
faid, That Zgype ſhould have Fen years, ſuch as 
never were, for abundance and fruitfulneſs, that 
ſhould be followed with ſeven others, over which 
ſhould reign ſuch a barrenneſs and famine through 
all che land, that ic ſhould deface the memory of all 
that fertility that had gone before. And there- 
fore he would counſel his Majeſty to find out a pru- 
dent and ative man to give himthe ſuperintenden- 
cy of allthe land of Egypr,which ſhould have Com- 
miſſariesunder him through all the Provinces, that 
ſhould cauſe diligently the fifth part of the fruits, 
and the revenues of corn that ſhould proceed 


- . . 
. 
- 


every yeareut.afchet facmnlity, to he bikipent 


kept in the King's jes and 
ſhould be ifiribureh indivers Provinces | for. that 


* "WIS 


purpoſe; and that this would be a moſt ſecure means 


to remedy the great famine that ſhould follow that 
long proſperity. ' 

]he interpretation of Pharaoh's Dream was ad- 
mired,and the advice judged exceeding good, which 
cauſed the King, thinking that there was no man in 

10all his Realm more capable of that deſign then he 
that bad given the 1nvention of it, to eſlabliſh from 
that time Poſeph in that Charge ſo important co the 
whole Nation. It is a marvellous thing to conſider 
the honours that this Princedid him,and the high ti- 
tles wherewith he qualified him (God being pleaſed 
to ſhew in this, that he multiplies the conſolations 
of his faithtull ſervants above all the meaſure of the 
diſpleaſures that they can have received) for he did 
not content himſelf co give him the (ilk Robe, the 

20 collar of the Order, the ring cf his Finger, to pro« 
cure him a rich marriage, by cauſing him to be e. 
ſpouſed to the daughter of an high Prieſt of the cury 
of Heliopolis conſecrated to the Sun ; but be cauſed 
him to be calledThe $aviour of the world,and com- 
manded that he ſhould be carryed through the ca- 
pital City upon bis trrumphant Chariot, and thar 
the Herald of Arms ſhould cauſe mento bend their 
knees before him,that he might be acknowledg'd of 
all the people, and that all the world might unger- 

30 ſtand that nothing was done but by his orders. 

Where are thoſe admirers of the fortunes of glaſs 
that happen to the wicked ? where are thoſe ado- 
rers of the Coloſſee's of dirt that appear by the help 
of ſorne falſe gildings, and are immediately redu- 
ced ro duſt? Let them ſee, and let them conſider 
that the God of heaven and earth which we adore , 
15 the God of honour too, whereof he gives a ſhare 
to bis, when it pleaſes him, with magniticences thac 
ſurpaſs all whatſoever one can imagine. For a pri. 


go {on of three years foſephis exalted to a principality 


of fourſcore, with an authority ſo abſolure,. that ic 
never yet had its equal ſince the foundation of the 
| Monarchy of the Egyptians. 

Ic now remains to obſerve for rhe inſtruion of 
Courtiers the deportments of ?oſeph in that charge. 
And although the Scriprure ſayes very little of that 
buſineſs, enlarging it ſelf principally upon the nar- 
ration of his reconciliation with his brethren; yer it 
omirs not to give us ſomething whereon to me- 

- dirate, and whereby to inftru& our ſelves about his 
demeanour at the Court. 

In the firſt place, he is greatly to be commended 
for having preſerved through. his whole life a pie- 
ty inviolable in the Religion of his fachers, with. 
out altering the ſervice. of the true God by any 
bad tinure of the. ſuperſtition of the Egyptians, 
Repreſent to your ſelves a child about ſeventeen 
years of age, that was in a'ſtrange Nation as the 
Moraing-fier whereof the Scripture ſpeaks, in the 
midſt ot clouds, without a father,withont a morker, 

® without a governour or a teacher, without a Prieſt, 
withour a Sacrifice, without a Law, without Pre- 
cepts,and without example;that ſaw himſelf allured 
and powerfully ſolicited to quit his En = by 
that complacency which he defired to give hisPrince 


by the conſideration of his fortune, by the friendſhip. 


of the great ones, by the condition of his marriage, 
and by the liking(which he might aim. at)of a people 
extremely faſtned te their errour,that could not ea» 
oily endure thoſe that had an other opinion of their 
7? Gods then their madneſs did preſcribe. And yet, in 
an age ſo tender he holds his own by —_ 


4 
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Part 5. Ay The Stater-men, 
of mind againft the mighty , by reaſon- againſt 
the of the Country , . by wariaeſs againſt 
his ke, by ſweetneſs and by prudence a- 


gainſt the e, He remainsalone, amongſt ſo - 


of ſaperſtitious men, an adorer of 
the truth in ſpirit, without other ſacrifices or cere- 
monies which were not lawful for him to uſe. To 
ſpeak truth , he that ſhall weigh all theſe circum- 
ſtances will find 'a marvellous weight of virtue and 
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Infidels , ſhew that they have little Reaſon'and 
much Paſſion. 4 "0454 vifh 
In the ſecond Place, 1 ſay that the Modeſty of Fo 
ſeph is of a rare Example, and of a ſtrength of mind 
almoſt imcomparable,W hich will be cafie enough ro 
prove to thoſe that know how ſeriouſly to weigh 
the change of humour and of ſpirit, that honour or- 
dinarily brings with ir ; and eſpecially when it is 
great and ſudden, and fallsupon a perſon that is not 


conſtancy in this holy perſonage. We may ſee many 10 accuſtom'd toit. . Thereare ſome that are like the 


of the yong Gentry ſufficiently well educated at the 
firſt , that coming to breathe the air of liberty a- 
mongſt theHereticks,and having not whe frequenta- 
tion of the Sacraments ſo free as formerly , eaſily 
forget their duty , and 'without having any other 
corrupter to ſolicite them, corrupt themſelves of 
themſelves through the waat of courage and weari- 
ſomneſs of virtue, But if there be any baits of plea- 
ſure or of honor that allures them to the fide of im- 


T bracians that make themſelves drunk, ſtanding a. 
bout burning coals, by the odour of a certain herb 
which they throw into the fire, after which th 

dance continually ,and forget all the funRions of the 
reaſonable life, So may you ſee abundance of ſuch 
men, who perceiving themſelves raiſed upon the 
wings of fortune, fall into ſuch a madneſs of glory, 
that they are as it were dizzy-headed by certain ye- 
nomous fumigations of ambition, and know them- 


piety they tread ofte-timesunder foot all that there 20 ſelves no more. But this man ſees himſelf at his g0- 


15 of divine and humane, for the ſatisfying of their 
ſenſualiry. But this young man that ſaw every day 
before his eys a thouſand ftumbling- blocks in a Na- 
tion that was addicted to Idolatry abeve all the Peo- 
ple ofthe World , and that had often torn in pieces 
thoſe that expreſſed anpxcontempr of theirCeremo- 
nies, preſerves himſelf amid(t theſe enticements and 
theſe furies,as a fountain of freſh-water in the midſt 
of the ſalt- ſea, The true God always returned into 


10g ont of priſon mounted to the higheſt point of 
honour that ever happened to a Fayourite; He hath 
the King'sRing and Seal, he triumphs upon his Cha. 
riot,he ſees theNobles in admiration of his Fortune, 
and theCommons in veneration,he ſees the applau. 
ſes,he bears the Clamours of thoſe that highly pab. 
liſh him the favour of the world, and yet for all this 
great preparation, there eſcapes not from him one 
only word of vanity. He exprefſes not any compla. 


his thoughts ; when he was to combate againſt the 30 cency in thoſe honours, and in that habit, anditis 


paſſion of his Miſtriſs, when he was to preſent him- 

{elfto the King, when he was to require an oath of 

his brethren, it was by the true God, and when he 

was ready to render up the Ghoſt , he conjured his 
children not to let his bones rot in a land of Jdolatry. 

. Yet ſome men may wonder, that in fo long a fo- 
zourning as he made in Zgypr, and in an authority 

0 abſolute, he took care only of the Politick affairs, 

and advanced not the intereſts of his Religion. Some 


not read that after the day of theCeremony he ever 
uſed them. He publickly ayonches that he is the ſon 
of a Sheepherd, he cauſes his Father and his Brothers 
to come into the Kingdom of Fgypr , not to give 


them the Offices of the Court, and the Treaſures of - 


Pharach , but he lets them alone in their vocation, 
contenting himſelf to procure their quiet, and ſome 
ſmall commodities ſurable to that Paſtoral Life, He 
humbles himſelf before his Father, he acknowledges 


may marvel at the alliance that he made with a 40 and makes much of his Brethren, he gains the heart 


daughter of a Prieſt of Idols, which could not be 
without putting his conſcience in great danger ,, 
there being nothing more full of Artifice then ſu. 
perſtition that is upheld with Love. 

But to this I anſwer; that all that he could do then 
was to preſerve his Faith , without pretending to 
ruine the contrary. It was not expedient that the 
figure ſhould incroach upon the Body, and that ?- 
ſeph ſhould do the work of the Meſſias. This demo- 


of all the world, and bears fo aRiyely that high rop 
of glory, that he ſeems to be no more laden with ir, 
then a Bird is with his Feathers. 

The third perfe&ion of Foſeph is remarkable in 
the great and laborious ſervices that he rendred to 
his Prince, with an high Prudence, an exquiſite Di- 
ligence, and an inviolable faithfulneſs, He viſited 
in perſon all the Provinces of Egypr, and in the 
great fertility of thoſe fortunate years, when Corn 


licion of the prophane Temples, and this deſtruRion $0 was almolt as cheap as ſand , he laid up a prodigious 


of the idols, was not due bur to Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
the Deifying operations of the Evangelical Law, 
after the coming of the Holy Spirit. How ſhould 
Fo[eph have been able to enterpriſe the converſion 
of the Genti'es, ſeeing that our Lord would not per- 
mit, no not his Diſciples, while he was yet on carth, 


to make incurfions, and miffions into the Country 


of the Heatheys, commanding them to ſtay for that 
ſpirit of fire and light that, was roinflame the whole 


world with its ardours? And as for that which $9 naries of all Z 


touches his alliance, there was not yet any Law that 
forbad the Marriages of the Jews with the Gentiles, 
and he had but newly ſeen the example of his 
Father 7ae:b,who had allyed himſelf with the houſe 
. of Laban. This was done indifferently enough in 
the Law 0! Nature, by reaſon that God had not 
commanded any thing that was contrary to this 
praRtice, and becauſe that this People were yet but 
a little family in rhe middle of the world. Bur this 


ſtore in the King's Maparzins to relieve the neceſsi- 
ties of the barrenneſs that was to come : and in- 
deed it did not fail to happen, but indured the ſpace 
of ſeven years, with ſuch a violence , and fo great 
diſaſters; that it ſeemed, that the bowels of the 
Earth were iron; and that God had reſolved to de- 
firoy mankind by a General Famine, It was then 
that all the People implored the mercy of the King, 
who ſent them back to ?oſeph who cauſed the Gra- 
pt to be ſet open , and ſold Corn 
to all choſe that had need of it , firſt for mony , af- 
terward for Cattel , and at laſt when both mo 

and Cattle failed the Fgypriens, they ſold their 
Lands in great number : fo that all Zgype was ſab- 
mitted to the diſcretion of the King, to ayoid that 
raging Famine, They gave themſelves and their 
little Poſſeſsions with all their heart for Bread; But 
7oſeph raking pity of their great miſeries made them 
Conditions that were above all their hopes. This 


faſhion was changed afterward, (as it is clear by the 70 people was of a ſpirit bright enough , addiRed to 
novelties & ſeditions,which made them often ſhake 
off the yoke , but- Foſeph tamed them inſenſibly 


by 


Scripture ) and thoſe who produce the Examples of 
Abraham and of 7acob , to perſwade alliance with 
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by their own neceſsities, and ſubjected all Egypt 
to his Maſter, cauſing him to reign peaceably, and 
with a great authoricy, and yer tor all this drew no 
envy upon himſelf, but -quite contrary he made 
his Government be admired, and his memory 
bleſſed ! | ; R 

Amongſt all thisit is not ſaid that he enriched his 
bouſe-with the great treaſures that he heaped up 
for-Fharach , and although that his Maſter bad put 


_ 


THE HOLY COURT. - 


of 
i 
It is certain, that according to the Antjent Hiſto- 
ries which treat of the Policy of that Nation, the 
Revenue of Eyypt was divided into three' parts : 
the firſt of which was claimed by the Priefts thac 
were in great number, and ingreat eſteetn in aſu- 
perſtitious Nation , and that portion was employ- 
ed in the building of Temples, in the expence of fa. 


crificings, and in the maintenance of the Sacrificers 


and Miniſters that were preſervedin their irheri- 


all things into his power : yet he ſed them ſo mo- *® rances and poſſeſſions by the Reverence that was 


derately, that when he hada mind to offer preſents 
to his brother Benjamin, whom he loved as his own 
heart, he contented himſelfto give him five ſutes of 
Clothes,and three hundred Livers,making the ſame 
largeſs to his Father, with ſome Mules to tranſport 
their. Baggage. Yet ir is very true that he cauſed 
the Land ot Goſhem to be given them , but it was, as 
it were, by way of loan, td dwell there,and to hus.. 
band iit,till the return that Jacob pretended to make 


borne to Religion. The ſecond was the Kings who 
was obliged to feed and pay the Souldiery, and 
thoſe that adminiſtred Juſtice. The third belonged 
to the Common people compoſed of Labourers, of 


+ Sheepherds and of Artificers,who ſeeing themſelyes 


oppreſled with famine,offered willingly their inhe- 
ritances and their Bodies too for Bread. But 7o- 
ſeph remitted all,gave them wherewith to ſow, and 
eyen the Cattleto Plow the Ground, on this condi- 


to the Country of his-Fathers. In a word, 7oſeph 20 tion,that they would render to the King the fifth 


inly ſhewed that he was little affeted to all the 
Riches of the Egyptians when he received of his fa- 
ther, and. made reckoning of it, a little piece of land 
that he had gained from the Amorites. 

A fourth quality of this wiſe. Governour, which 
is greatly to be priz'd, is ſeen in the great pru- 
dence and ſingular ſweetneſs which he uſed in his 
Government, in ſuch a mannes that he gained the 
affetion of all the great men of Egypt. David 


. part of the Increaſe, which they agreed to with a 


free will finding their repoſe,their good, and their 
fafety in that tranſaion. So that the holy Patri- 
arch is free from blame in all theſe proceedings. For 


2if upon the fore-ſight of the barrenneſs he made 


proviſion of Corn,it was Prudence, if he ſold it dear 
ina time that the want of it was great,it was juſtice: 
but if he exacted not of the Fpyptians all that nece{- 
ſity preſcribed them, uſing them with more favour 


ſpeaking” of this diſcretion, and of this goodneſſe 30 then the miſery of their condition did bear, it was 


aith, according to the Hebrew Text, That he ty- 
£d them all to his heart, which is as much as to ſay, 
That he united them to his perſon by a great affa- 
bility, by good offices, and by honeſt yeildings. 
They looked upon him as a Father, and as a Ma- 
ſter, and had him in veneration : and yer for all 
this be was not puffed with Pride, nor inebriated 
with the opinion of his own ſufficiency , Bur in all 
the extraordinary fayours that he received of the 


King kis Maſter, he was communicable,znd eſteem. 40 


ing Himſelf as one of them, he ſaw them all under 
him. To ſpeak ſincerely, it is an admirable thing, 
That a ftranger ſhould have held the Stern of a 
Kingdome the ſpace of fourſcore years in a Nation 
full of Spirit «nd ſufficiently ſeditious, without 
complaints, without diſcontents, and without in. 
rermiſſions in a calm ſo peaceable, a Peace ſo ami. 
able, a Love ſo Univerſal. How many do we ſee in 
Hiltories that being come to ſome dignity ſeem 


continually to hold a Wolf by the ears ; and as they 59 


love nothing bur their own Intereſts : ſo are they 
loved ſincerely of no body, which puts them in con- 
tinnal frights, and makes them fear even the very 
ſhadow of an hair ! They think not that there is a- 
ny: ſecurity for themſelves, unleſle they put the 
whole world in danger , nor ſafety, vnleſs it be in 
the publick Ruines. This makes them be hated of 
God,and en ; and cauſes cares to leap over Ram. 

arts of Stecl and Iron, to beſet their {ilver Balli- 


ers, and to call them to an account at every mo. PR 


ment for the Calamity of the Living, and tor the 
Bloud of the Dead. | 
This was a fifth Lineament of his good demean- 
our, that he had Bowels of Compaſſion for the 
poor People in that cruel Famine, and general de- 
ſpair ofall Zgypr. And although one might imagine 
| that he had promoted the Intereſts of the King in an 
exceſſeto the detriment of the Subje&; yet is it 
true that he that will well confider the eſtate and 


mercy. And to make it evidently appear that 7- 
ſeph aade hiraſelf beloved of the People, one may 
obſerve an excellent Treatiſe of 7»lins Firmicus an 
antient Ecclefiaſtical Authour that aſſures us, That 
the Egyptians finding themſelves infinitely obliged 
to his Providence and to his Courteſie, conſecrated 
him under the name of Serapis that carried a mea- 
ſure of Corn upon his head, to ſignifie that he was 
the God that had given them bread. 

For afixth obſeryation, one cannot ſufficiently 
admire that prodigious goodneſs which he teſtified 
in his reconciliation with his brethren. Upon which 
the ſacred Hiſtory extends it ſelf with magnificence 
and pomp; for he did that ation with much prepa- 
ration, and ſeaſoned it with a certain gentleneſs and 
memorable circuraſtances to render it more ſolemn, 
He frighted them to ſecure them ,. he made them 
ſad to make them joyfull , he tormented them with 
fears and greifs, to make them taſte their felicity 
with a more delicious daintinefs, 

»- An Antient ſaid alſo, That there is never any 
-thing Good without the experience of Evil;and for 
this purpoſe he affliQs them at firſt by a feigned Ri- 
Sour, to make them experiment a true Good- 
neſs. For to follow in this Hiſtory the paths of the 
holy Scripture,withourt any otheramplification,ſuch 
as one may readin the Hiftory of the R. Fa.T alon, 
who hath handled this ſubje&t yiith a flouriſhing 
and delightfull ſtile, conſider bow, when -they 
preſented themſelves unto him to buy Corn in E- 
gypt by his permiſſion, he knew them without be- 
ing known. He aſſumed a ſevere countenance, and 
harſh language, he uſed them as Spies that come to 
obſerve Be efeRs of the Cities and of the Cita- 
dels of Fgypt to make a report of it to theenemy. 
They very much aſtoniſhed, anſwered, that they 
were very far from all ſuch practiſes, being of a 
peaceable nature and condition, the ſons of a good 
ma, the father of twelve children, the youngeſt of 


Lawes of that Monarchy, will impute to oſeph*s fa- xo which ſtayed at home with him, and the other was 


your that which he would have taken at firſt fight 
for Rigour in his Government, 


dead many years ago. 
7oſephthat had not his reckoning if he got not his 


dear 
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poſtours, and thac he 


muze him,-bur he would not be ſatisfied, nor put off 


ca) e nic ; to produce that lixtle brother of whom 
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they had yet another brother. Wherenpon they in- 
formed him, that he bimfelfhad inquired particular- 
ly abont the State of all the family and thatthey had 
n0 liſt tolye, not being able to divine that he would 
demand that child, 

. . Theneceſlity of food, and the love of a father 
combated at the ſame time 1n that afflicted heart, 
and he knew not what to reſolve on, His-ſons ſeeing 
him a litdle ſtagger, urge him eagerly, as one docs 


ſhould all be-put in priſon under a good and fate 10 thoſe that are flow and fea: full when'one would 


Guard.” | Theſe miſcrable men lay three dayes in a 
place where they endured very long,and they began 
coi think upon their conſcience, perſwading them- 
ſelves thatir was their brother's bloud that reboun- 
ded upon their beads. Foſeph cauſes them to be 
brought, and queſtions them again,as to make ready 
their indi&tment, and to cauſe them to be put to 
death. The fear,wherein they thought themſelves to 
be, gave them great remorſes, and made them ſay 


wrelt any ching from them, Rexbex offers bim his 
two little ſons in hoſtage, and would have him kill 
them, it he brings nor back to him bis Benjamix. 7 u- 
a«h engages bimiſclf for him upon, his head-ard life, 
The battery was too ſtrong for bim nor to-yield ; 
he orders them therefore to take ſome of che beſt 
fruits of their Land to make preſents io that great 
Lord of Egypt, and to carry their money double, to 
reſtore that which bid been put into ther ſacks, leſt 


amongſt themſelves ; It is upon a juſt ground that ze it ſhould have happened by an overſight, and alſo to 


we ſuffer now an accident fo little expected by us , 
we well enough remember ghat we ſaw the anguiſh 
of our poor brocher Foſeph,when we held hin in our 
cruell hands to kill him , we have ſold bim to the 
Infidels, and he dyed in ſlavery overwhelmed wich 
miſeries, It is of his bloud that God makes us zow 
Ive An ACCOUNT, be | 
They faid this with a low voice in Foſeph's and the 
Egyptians preſence, thinking that their language had 


take their little brother, fecing that ſuch was the ne- 
celfity.When they came to a departure, be felt great 
convulſions, and ſaid to them, go then in an happy 
hour. 1 pray my God, the God Almighty, which 
bath never yet forſaken me, that he would render 

that great Governour of Egype favourable to you; 
ard that you may quickly bring-back that poor pri- 
ſoner, and my little Beyjamix, which 1 put now into 
your hands upon the promiſes which you have made, 


noc been undertood by any one; bur all thoſe 3oto which | call heaven to witneſs. Know futther- 


words entred into the hearc 'of their good brother, 
who was yery much melted with compaſſion, and 
withdrew bimſelf to let fall ſome tears which joy 
and pity forced from his eyes, 

In fine, he commanded thera to return unto their 
home, on coiidicion that one of them ſhould rem:in 
Priſoner till ſuch time as they had —_ their lit- 
tle brother, Simeon was choſen to be the (acrifice, 
and was bound in their preſence, which they could 
not ſee withour a ſad diſpleaſure. This done they 
were diſmiſſed with their Loads of Corn, and the 
money which they bad brought, ſecretly pur up a. 
gain into heir ſacks by 7oſeph's order. When they 
perceived ir, iraſtoniſhed them, but being already 
tar advanced upon the way, they returned to their 
Farher, related to him faithfully all thac had paſſed, 
and expect thereupon his counſels and commands. 

- But when the Good: man heard them ſpeak of ta. 
king away bis Benjamin, he felt himſelf ronched in 
the apple of the eye, and ſaid, that he ſaw plainl 
that all his children wou!d be taken from him, tha 
they ſhould remember that one had been devoured 
by the wilde beaſts,ano: her lay in chains in a ſtrange 
Countrey , and that inſtead of comtorcing him,they 
would yet carry away him that afliſted himin his old 
288, and made him love more tenderly that little 
lite that remained to him ; That if this ſhould come 
ſhorc home, it would precipitate his grey hairs to 
the Grave with moſt bitrer griefs, _ It was pitifull to 


ſ-e the corment of that good old man, and he was gg 


not for that rime to be preſſed farther upon a point 
fo ſenſible. They let ſome dayes ſlip away, and as 
the famine increafed, and che Corn diminiſhed, 74- 
cob, without being brought to it by his children, be. 
gins again to ſpeak of a Voyage into Egypt. They 
reply, that it was a ſuperfluous thing to think on ir, 
if he made not a relolution to ſend. with them his 
ſon Benjamin ; but when they ſpake ro him of thar, 
they opened the wound of his hcarc, and he ſaid, thar 


houſe fall back on him, and that they might well 


+ bave omitted to tell the Goveraour of Egypt that 


40 cauſe he would cat with thoſe ſtrangers. 


_ 
A 
O 


more, that | am deprived of all my Children, and 
that I ſhell be as in the Grave, till ſuch time as the 
happy news of your retwrn ſhall give mea Reſur. 
rection, 

This being ſaid, they pur themſelves on the way, 
arriveat Foypt, and preſent themſelves ſuddenly to 
their b:ocher, who perceived that Benjamin was 
there, whereat he was wonderfully pleaſed, and 
commanded his Steward to make ready a dinner, be- 
1bey are 
brought into the houſe with much courteſie, yer ( as 
an evil conſcience is ever fearſull) they perſwade 
themſelves thatir is to pur them in Priſon, and to 
keep: them in ſervitude by reaſon of that mone 
which they had found in their ſacks. They addreſs 
themſelves to the Caſhekeeper of the houſe, very 
mech fcared, and beſeech him to hear them , they 
relate to him with great ſincerity all that bad hap- 
pened to them, proteſting that that came nor by 
their faulr, and offering all that they thought chey 
were indebred rohim, The other made anſwer with 
great affability, that he had received of them good 
n;oney, that he held himſelf ſatisfied, and that if chey 
bad found any in their ſacks it was their good luck, 
arid the God of their farhers that had a minde to 
gratifie them. He gave them notice that they were 
to dine that day with theic Lord, who would ſud. 
denly return from his affairs to fer himſelf at Ta. 
ble, They order in the mean time thcir- preſent, 
and their brother $5meon is releaſed who embraces 
them with a joy which was as the fore-runner of a 
-greater. They are made to waſh and repoſe chem- 
Fires, and meat is alſo given to their Mules, 

And when all this was diſpatched, o/eph enters to 
0 to dinner, they proſtrate chemſelyes before him 
with a profound reverence, and offer him their pre- 
ſents. He receives them with great courteſie,and asks 


* ofthem art firſt fight, how their good Father: did, 


whether he was yet alive. To which they anſwered, 


"it was to make all the miſeries of his unfortunate + thar Cod of his goodneſs had preſerved to them 


that which they held moſt dear, and that he wasin 
a very So0d condition, Then he fixed his eyes upon 
Bbbbb his 
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his bro hec B:njamin,& aid aato them, Is this then 
your httle brother of whom you have made men- 
tionto me ? To whichthey anſwer, that they had 
brought tim with them,to obey h:s commands, & to 
juilite the ſincerity of their proceedings. His heart 
was raviſhed at bim, and turning himſelf cowards 
him, my child, ſayes he to him pray God to give 
you his holy graces, and to keep you in his prote- 
Rion.Upon this ſpeech, he felt his heart very much 
moved, and ran into his Cloſer, 
longer to hold his rears,and wepr in ſecrer, ſo great 
great an impreflion had bloud and nature, and per- 
haps the remembrance of his Mother who had borne 
them both, made upon his Spirit, | 
When he had wiped his face, he returns with a 
merry countenance, be commands his men to waar. 
He dined apart, alittle ſeparated from his brethren 
and from another company of the Egyprians , who 
were alſo at the Feaſt, and bad no communication 


* withthe Fews. He gives charge above all that they 20 ſatisfaction to his greatneſs, had made them 


uſe well the youngeſt of thoſe eleven bro:hers, w*n 
ſay that they are all the ſons of one and the fame ta. 
ther , and that they ſhould ſpare noching on them, 
After all, he ordered that they ſhould fill their ſacks 
with Corn, and that they ſhould put again the mo. 
ney alſo in them, as they had done at their firſt jour- 
ney ,and ſpake to his Steward, giving him charge ro 
rake the Cuapin which he drank,and to put it in the 
ſack of little Bexjamin, which he did, and after they 


nor'being able any 1O culpzble ſhall ſtay with me, and 


: 9.) "' - 


the wines — had more 
things then he, All proſtrate - 
ground, _ do him oy ade 
the word and ſayes, That they camenot 
themſelves, hit they had nothing r6 
God had rendred their iniquity fo' » thar 
hoy were come all to offer themſelves to him to 
be his ſlaves, with him that had done. the deed. 
Nay , it ſhall cot go fo, faith Foſeph, bat the 
'& ſhall return 
all of you , at hberty to your houſe. Then 7+- 
dah drew near , delired audience with a profound 
humility, and declared how that child was his 
Father's heart and life ,” and that baving received” 
order from his Excellence to pluck him out of 
the arms of the old man, and to bring him;they 
had given him battels ro make him reſolve on that 
Voyage, to which he would by no means hear. 
ken, But the defire they had to pive all pofliible 
re(s 
that buſineſs ſo far as'to oblige themſelves life tor 
lite, body for body , and to deliver their little 
children to death, in cafe that they brought nor 
back their brother Benjamin; that rhereupon the 
goodman rendred himſelf with much difficulty, and 
that ro go and tell him at preſent that his dear fon 
in whom he lives,and by whom he breaths, is ſtayed 
priſoner in Fgype, for a caſe of theft, would be to 
give him a double death , and to ſend him ro the 


had well dived, they paſſed the reft of the day in all 30 grave with inconfolable griets. And therefore he be- 


rranquillity, expe&ting the morrow to put them. 
ſclves upon their way, and to return to their father, 

When the day began to dawn, after they had bid 
their adieus, and given their thanks, they departed 
from the City very joyful, for that they had had fo 
happy Accidents, But they were not very lar betore 
they ſee a man coming from oſeph, that ſeems ex- 
ceedingly to chafe,ſtops them, & ſayesto thera that 
ſome body had floln avray bis Maſters Cup with 


leeched his Greatneſs to ſhew them mercy, and 
to take him for a ſlave in the place of his brother 
Benjamu. 

7oſeph could hear no more,ſo much love and pity 
did he feel in the botrome of his heart. Hecauſed 
all the ſeryants to withdraw, not being willing that 
any of the Egyprians ſhould be witneſs of this ation, 
ard then he hitted up his voice with a great ſigh, and 
a corrent of rears that glided from his eyes,and ſaid, 


which he ſerves himſelf to drink in ard to Divine 401 am 7eoſeph, is my Father yet alive? Ar that ſpecch 


things hidden, that this could not happen but from 
them,and that they were very injurious, atter they 


theſe poor men ſtood fo ſurpriſed, andin ſuch an 
extaſic, that they made him'no reply. By how much 


had becn entertained in the Eouſe of the Governour 
of Egypt with ſo much courcefie,to render him evil 
for g«0d,and to fly away aſter they had committed 


the more he ſaw them aſtoniſhed, by ſo much the 
more did he make much of them, and making them 
approach very near him, he faid again, Iam 7o- 


a Thefc fo baſe and ſo outrageous. 

The brothers extreamly aſtoniſhed, anſwer that 
this cannot be,and that they ſhould be the wicked(t 
men upon the earth if they had as much as dreamt 


ſeph, Tam he that ye old ro the 1hmaclites to be 
carried into Fgypr. Trouble not your ſelves , 
God permitted this for my good and for 
yours.. Two years of Famine are paſt, there arc 


of ſuch an attempt , That there was no likelyhood jou five remaining; and I have been ſent from on 


that they that bad brought back faithfully the mo- 
ney that had been pur into their ſacks, would ſteal in 
the houſe of ſo high a Potentate, Furthermore, that 
there was no need of words, but that he ſhould come 
to proof, and ſearch every where; and that if any 
one of them was culpable of that facriledge, they 
were content to deliver him up to death,and to ren- 
der themſelves all, the Governour's [laves for repa- 
ration of that faulr, 


igh into Egypr to nouriſh you,and to preſeryeyou 
in the rigour of the time. Ir was not by your coun- 
ſels, but by the ordinances of God that I came into 
this Kingdom. And now bebold, I am as afarher to 
Pharach, the ſuperintendent of his houſe, and the 
Prince of Expt. Go, haſte yero return to my fa- 
ther, carry himthe news of my life and of my dig- 
nity, relate to him all the glory and all the magni- 
ficence that environs me, and tell him that I expe&t' 


The condition is accepted with moderation, that 60 him here, and tharit is the will of God that he 


che faulty ſhould be puniſhed,and that the innocent 
ſhould go free. They are all ſearched in order, and 
the Cup was fourd in the ſack of the youngeſt. The 
brothers are ſeized with a profound aſtoniſhment, 
and the poor child fo amzzed, that he bath not a 
word to defend himfelf. They begin all to affli& 


themſelves, and to rent their clothes, and return to- 


the City, as Thieves taken in the fa, to 'render an 
account to the Govefnour. As ſoon as he ſaw them 


ſhould come to ſojourn in the landof Geſtey, where 
he ſhall have all that becan deſire for his children 
and for his flocks, This ſaid, he embraced them wee- 
ping, beginning with the little Benjamix, and then 
they took the boldneſsto ſpeak to him with open 
heart about all that had paſſed, thinking themſelves 
obliged above all meaſure ro his goodneſ.. 

The fame of this acknowledgment ran in the houſe 
of Pharavþ,who ordered 7oſeph to cauſe his father 


he reproached them of ingraritude”, and faid*to 5o to come and ſojourn in Egypt with his brothers, di- 


them , that they were much deceived to come 
to him ro ſteal, ſeeing there!was not a man in 


ſparching many chariots to carry all his baggage. 
The children returned Triumphing,and gave him 
the 


Fares-Men. 


P. . 
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Alive, and the ſe- 


; n of the Re f Egypr, that had the 
managing of all. The Good-man he that it was 
a dream, and the-admiration of it held bim fo ſeiz- 

ed that be could not come to himſelf again, at length 
when he ſaw thatit was all in good earneſt, and that 
the Chariots, that were to carry away all his family, 
were at the gate, he ſaid, that now there remained 
nothing more for him to delire, if bis fon oſeph 
was alive, and that he would ſee him before his 
death. Some time after; he departed, being encou- 
raged by an qo 'ifion that promiſed him all 
good ſucceſſes in that journey ; and when he was 
*-* arrived at Goſven, he diſpatched «dah to give the 
news ofit to his ſon Joſeph, who at the ſame inſtant 
went up into his Coach to go to meet him, and ſee- 
ing him, embraced him with cloſe enfoldings, weep- 
ing for joy and tenderneſs _ bis neck. His Fa- 
ther holding him between his arms ſaid; My fon, 


hath ſhewed me the grace to ſce you, and to leave 
you alive after me. The holy man was alfo pre- 
ſented to King Pharoah, who made him a great en- 
tertainment, and demanded of bim his age, to 
which he anſwered, that he was but an hundred and 
thirty years old, that thoſe dayes were few and e- 
vil, and were not extended to the age of his Fa- 
thers, He bleſſed the King, and his place of abode 
was aſſigned in the Land of Gofen, where he lived 
in a molt full content. 

And now I demand of my Reader,it there be any 
thing more magnificent, more ſweet, and more be. 
nigne then the Farr of Foſeph in all che circumſtan- 
ces of that Reconciliation with his brethren? We 
ſee many Hiſtories wherein the Grandees of the 
earth that mount up on their Throne, after, they 
have been offended, who, have nothing fo ordinary 
as to make Furies and Vengeances with ſquadrons 
of Hangmen march with them by their fide, ro ruine 


man, after he had been fo cruelly uſed, after he-had 
been ſtripped of his cloaths, * caſt into an old pit of 
water, domineered over, and fold to Barbarians 
by his own brothers, with an intention to keep him 
ih an hard ſlavery the reſt of his dayes , not onely 
forgets all that had paſſed, bur pardons them with a 
protufion of Charity. He does them good, he over- 
whelms with good offices thoſe ungratctull men, and 
in obliging'them, he hath but one crouble, which is, 


M O 


\ \ 7 Hat ſpeRacleis this here ? *'A Cradle of 
Bulruſhes floating upon the River Nile, 
and init a little abandoned Infant, for 
whom his own Mother is conſtrained to make a 
grave of water to avoid the fury of the Murderers, 


follows him with weeping eyes, and ſayes to him, 
Go poor Child whether fortune ſhall condu& thee ; 
Go, my dear brother, upon the floats of a furious 
Element, which perhaps will be more favourable to 
thee, then thoſe inhumane men that ſeek thy life, 


River will have pity on thee, or ifit ſwallows up thy 
Cradle in its waves, it will lodge thy bones inits 
boſom, and cover thy death ro'ſweerten the birrereft 


our miſery, 


But while that this poor maid weeps upon the 


when as thou knoweft not yer what *as to live. This ' 


MOSES. 
he embraces them one after ariother, He would not 
that that fault ſhould be irkputed to them. He ſayes, 
that it was a deſign of Ged on which they ſhould 
think no more, unleſs to'thank him, Theſe bad bre- 
thren, after their father's death, finding themſelves 
pricked with remorſe of conſcience, and imagining 
that that pardon was but a diſſembling, caſt them- 
ſelves at his feet, and beſcech him to lay aſide all the 
reſentments of paſt wrongs; bat he raiſed them, 


10 Weeping, and promiſed them a Charity totally fra. 


ternal, and for eyerinviolable. And though he was 
ſo puiſfant and fo abfolute, he never advanced his 
own children to the prejudice of kis brothers, ob- 
ſerving them, and reſpeRing in every thing the righe 
of Elder-ſhip, which nature bad given them "over 
him, Certainly a man that hath fch a power over 
himſelf, ought to be looked upon on carth as a Star 
that ſhould deſcend from heaven, and as the livelieſt 
image of Divine Goodneſs : he merits not onely to 


It is at this hour that 1 ſhall dy content, ſince God 20 triumph on Pharoahs Chariots, but. on the Heaven 


of Heavens, and to be beheld by Angels with admi- 
ration of his deſert, Finally, that which was glorj. 
ons in 7oſeph for the fullneſs of this perfeRtion, was 
the ſtrength and equality of an incomparable ſpirit 
he was alwayes like himſelf, and ſaw all the changes 
of his fortune without changing : He deſcends into 
the deep pit with the ſame countenance as he mounts 
upon Pharach's Chariot : He complains of nothirg 
He accuſes no body : He ſtifles all the diſpleafures 


30 and all the reſentment innature in him. Heis loved 


of his Miſtriſs, without condeſcending to her pa ſſi- 
on : He is hated of her, without accuting her cruel- 
ty : Heis accuſed, without detending himſelf, pers 
ſecuted, without reſiſting. So many years roul over 
his head without writing one onely word to his Fa- 
ther, to the diſadvantage ofhis inhumane brothers : 
He ſuffers with Glence ; He hides his evils with in- 
duſtry: He does good without affearion : He bears 
upon his ſhoulders all the cares of a great Govern. 


thoſe that have done them any diſpleaſure. But this 40 ment, without groaning under his burden : He com- 


municates his glories and his pleaſures : He reſerves 
ro himſelf onely the toils : He rakes the bitter and 
the ſweet, the hard and rhe ſoft, profperities and ad- 
verſities, as the ſea that receives all the rivers with- 
out changing either colour or ſayvonr, All his life is 
but a picture that hath alwayes the ſame viſage : and 
as the Deity does continually one and the fame ati. 
on without akering or wearying ir ſelf, he continues 
the exerciſes of his goodneſs without remifjion,even 


to ſee them ſhameful of their crime. He weeps, while 5© to the laſt Article of his life. 


bank of NilJus, and mingles her tears with the water 
of the River,Providence takes the care of. that Cra- 


' dle; ſhe makes herſelf as the Pilot of thar lictle Veſ- 


ſel, which is without Maſt, without Rudder, with. 
out Cordage , ſhe ſupplies all, and does all, ſhe 


that came to pluck him fromthe breaſt. His ſiſter o ſhews how one may finde life in death,and an haven 


in a ſhipwrack, 

The Daughter of King Pharddb comes with her 
female train, and in it is ber intention to bathe her 
ſelf, but in God's intention, that ſhe miphrt be 
made the Mother of char little Infant expoſed co the 
mercy of the waters ; and that ſince ſhe could not 
be ſo by Natnre, ſhe might be by Adoption. She 
diſcovers firſt of all that-Cradle which was on the 
waters ſide; and diſpatches one of her Damlſels to 


of 'our evils, which is, to have eyes to look upon 70 take it up and oy 25 her, that ſhe might ſee what | 


was init; fhe findes a very fair child which pleads 
his caſe before her by the eloquence of his tears and 
Bbbbb2: of 
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of his cryes, and implores he mercy againſt the fu- pur 


\ 
. 


ry of the Infant-ſlayers. Her heart 1s meltedin 
compaſſion towards it, and ſhe gives command that 
it ſhould be kept and nouriſhed , his ſiſter ſtanding 
opportunely by, ſayes unto her that ſhe knew where 
was 4 Nurſe that would well acquir her felf of 
that duty, if it pleaſed her Majeſty that ſhe might 
call her ; whereto ſhe having ſhewed ſome inclina- 
tion, ſhe cauſes the mother to come that nurſed 


with all ſecurity her dear Infant, which ſhe had ex- 10 


poſed through diffidence. 

This little body drawn out of the bundle of ruſh- 
es,\s he that God hath choſen to ſhake all Egypt, to 
overthrow the pride of Pharaoh's, and to draw his 
people our of Captivity. 


The Hebrews were already multiplied exceedingly 


in the Kingdom of Egypt after the death of 7oſeph, 
in the ſpace of ſixty five years, and began to make 
themſelves feared of their Maſters. The face of the 


Realm was changed, and he that was then upon the 20 


\Threne,was a Prince that remembred not any lon- 
ger the obligations that the Monarchy had to the 
Patriarch ?oſeph: but blamed the counſels of his Pre. 
deceſſours for having permitted a ſtranger-people 
to have a dwelling 1n his Kingdom ; that ſeeming 
to him, according to humane Policy, of pernicious 
conſequence, and thinking that that waxing ſtron- 
ger, as it did, every day, _ be capable to make 
an attempt upon the State, or be ſerviceable to thoſe 


that had a defign to make a commotion, and to em- 30 


broil the affairs of the Kingdom. He judged not il), 
according to-the rules of Polititians ; and for that 
purpoſe , he reſolved with himſelf to abate and to 
deſtroy them by what means ſoever it was don. The 
firſt was to conſume them amongſt ones and mor- 
tar inthe ſtruQure of thoſe prodigious Pyramids 
that are to be ſeenin Egypr. The ſecond was to 
command theMidwiyes to kill all theMale-children, 
which they did not execute.through the fear which 


they had of God,and the horrour of that command. go 


This made him adviſe upon a third means, and or- 
dain, that all the Boyes from the day of their birth 
ſhould be drowned in the River Ne; 
But God (that would teach Princes and State-Mi- 
niſters ; that although one ſhould have in Idea any 
juſt and lawful deſign : yer one never ought to ſeek 
ro compaſle it by unjuſt and violent means) per- 
mitted not this unhappy Prince that gnawed him- 
{clf with cares and unquietneſe, and tormented his 
life by ſo many new inventions of malice and of fu- 
ry,cver to bring about what he had projected , and 
his ſucceſſour after a thouſand ſcourges,and a thou- 
ſand diſaſters of his Kingdom which he ſaw every 
day fall by pieces before bis eys, was buried in the 
red Sea for drowning thoſe little Infants in the 
Nile. 
The life of one onely man oftentimes coſts him 
dear that will have it by Revenge ; what then do. 
we think that it is to root ont a great family, or a 
whole Nation to fatisfie one of our appetites ? All 
the veins of thoſe that are perſecuted bend them- 
ſelves to refiftance , and God (in fine) taking their 
cauſe in hand overwhelms all humane Policy in a 
crudity of undigeſted deſigns, and a ſhame to have 
tryed every thing and to bave done nothing, to 
have exhauſted the ſweat and the blood of the peo- 
ple, the gold and the ſteel of great Kingdoms, all 
malices and all hell, and to obtain no other thing 
but a remarkable Confuſion through the weakneſs 
of ones power. 


Seneca ſaid to Nero, that inflicted ſo many deaths 7* 


by a jealouſie of State, that he killed mgn to good 


\ uſed, he 


THE HOLY" cob 


ſc indeed; 


When Tyrants torment themielve IT, at 
ſack fmoaking cities; and mow-off ſo many innocent 
heads , they have within, that which will deftroy. 
them, Pharaoh ceaſed not toſtorm, and to make 
every day new maſſacres, to cauſe him to periſh 
that would make an attempt upon his State , and in 
che mean while his own daughter nourifhes the 
moſt capital of his enemies , that was to make his 
Scepter fly in ſhivers, and bury him in his race un- 
der the ruines ot his Empire. 

Natural Hiſtory hath obſerved a range thing of 
the nature of the Helmet-flower, that it 1s a plant 
as yenomous as poſlible, and that kills all thoſe rhar 
eat of it, and yet for all this, there are little flies a« 
bout thac plant which are nouriſhed with it, and 
(what is admirable)ſerve for an Antidote againſt its 
poiſon. The Courc is a reſidence very prejudicial 
to Innocence, and that of Pharach's was withour 
doubt a School of Murthers and of Maſlacres, ra. 
ther then an Academy of Honour :. and yet God 
permitted that Aſeſes ſhould be bred up there , 
and that without being touched with a venome ſo 
contagious to virtues, he ſhould give a remedy tg 
thoſe that were offended with ir. 

He learned all the Arts and all the Wiſdom of 
the Egyptians, he conſidered all their Policy, all 
their Artifices, their Arms, their Levies, their Vi- 
Qual, their Souldiers, the Principles of their Go- 
vernment, the Effe&s, the Succeſſes, the Diſpoſi. 
tion of King Pharach, the Eſteem, the Credit, the 
Capacity, and the Deſigns of the Great ones of the 
Court, the Means that had upheld that Monarchy, 
and the Things that mightruine it. He was reſpe- 
Red and eſteemed of all, as the true ſon of the 
Princeſs, which gave bim the liberty to know every 
thing, and to learn the ſecret myſteries of the Em. 
pire, not as a ſtranger, bur as an originary. 

He ſhewed from his infancy ſome glimpſe of the 
pars and of the power to which God deſtined 

im,when (according to the report-of the Hebrews) 
being at play one day with the Crown of Pharach 
he threw it onthe ground, and trod upon it with 
his feet, which was eſteemed a very bad preſage, 
and gave much trouble to the Kirg, but when 
they would diſcern whether that action proceed- 
ed from judgment and from malice, or from chance, 
they preſented to him on one ſide an apple, and 
on the other a coal of fire, to ſee towhichof the 
two he would reach his hand , now the childe quit- 
ting the fruir, took the fire, as if he would put it to 
his mouth to eat it, Whereupon the Sages of the 
Nation informed the King, that there was no rea- 
ſon to put to death an Infant,adoprted by his daugh- 
ter, for an ation of ſimplicity. 

He was then trained up in the exerciſ: of Arms, 
and Zeſephbns relates, that being come ro maturity, 
of age, he was a great warriour , and that the E-» 
thiepians having made an | inundation vpoa the 
Realm of Egypt with great forces, when the State 
was very much troubled with them , the King was 
counſelled by his Oracles to make uſe of an Hebrew 
Captain to ſtop the courſe of thoſe hoſtilities. The 
charge of the Army was given to. Moſes, who led 
it with great prudence. through places that others 
judged inacceflible, and by means of certain Birds 
which he cauſed to be carried out of Egypt, purged 
the Country of the Serpents that were wont ex. 
tremely to annoy the Souldiers. In fine, he chaſed 
the Erthi:pians,and ſhut them up within the walls of 
their City $4aba,which he paiſſantly beſieged. The 
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Py, . and ſword: Th daughter having ſeen him 
FO froman high tower anhe gee erders fo the ſiege, 
was ſo raviſhed with his valour,thac ſhe became paſ. 

fionately in love with him,and cauſcs him to be ſued 

unto for Marriage, on which condition ſhe would 

deliver the City into his hands, which was executed, 


and the Nuptials followed, which changed the thun- 


A %- 
. 


MOSES. © | 
to finde himſelf with ON, He withdrew bitaſetf 
into the countrey of the Afidianites, where he had 
at firſt approach a-pleaſing ercounter that made him 
tind a commodious dwelling, and a marriage accor. 
ding to bis heart, The ſacred Hiſtory ſayes that. 7e- 
thro a Prielt and Sheepherd in that Region bad ſent 
ſeven daughters whereof he was the father, to draw 
water at a Fountair. for their flocks to drink , and 
that having met with other ſheepherds inſolent e- 


ders of Warr into the ſongs of Love. The glories 19 novph, that — pride to inſult over the infirmi- 


that this Conquerour gathered. from theſe combats 
were the ſceds of an enraged envy which the. Egyp- 
tian: had againſt him, ceaſing not to perſecute his 
virtue, ſo thathe was conſtrained to get him out of 


t. 

Ver it is held that he was at Court till the ape of 
fourty years, without m—_— , any thing in that 
great affair of the Deliverance ot his people, ſo lei. 
ſurcly do mighty negotiations proceed, and are like 


ty of that ſex, ceaſed not to harry them, and ro hin- 
der them from the uſe of an Element that Nature 
had made to ſlide for the commodity of the publick, 
Aeoſes ( that had the quality of P/ars's Magiſtrate 

whom he would have to be zealous ard courageous 
for the defence of Juſtice ) could not endure the in. 
ſolence of thoſe wicked men, and takes the Maidens 
part whom he defended againſt oppreſſion with fo 
much ſucceſſe, as that he ehaſed away their Adver. 


the Planet of Satzr», which being the higheſt is the 20 faries, and gave them free libercy to draw water. 


ſloweſt too. He reſented his bloud, and his origi- 
nall, and had very much ado to digeſt the rigours 
that he ſaw continually exerciſed upon his brethren, 
yetas long as he was at Court his ſpiric ſeemed to 
beinan eclipſe without producing the vivacity of 
thoſe fair Lights that God communicated to him in 
the wilderneſs. The wiſe-men loſt their Star at the 
Gourt of Herod; and Moſes was deprived of his high 
revelations in that of Pharaoh. He was in a conditi- 


For which t ” thought themſelyes very much obli- 
ged, and failed not to make a large relation to their 
tather of the courtefie of that Z#pyprian that had ta- 
ken them into his protetion, Their father received 
him into his houſe, and took ſo-much pleaſure in his 
converſation, that he gave him one ot his daughters 
in marriage, and allied him to his family by anin.. 
diſſoluble amity. 

This new Son-in-law accuſtomed himſelf to a 


on not to be able any longer to diſſemble the evil of z q country-life, and practiſed the laborious exerciſes of 


his Nation, ard in an impotence to adyance the 
good as he would have done ; he made a reſolution 
ro leave that place that was ſo familiar to Crimes 
and inacceflible to Virtues, The clamours that he 
heard, and the miſeries that he ſaw, rent his heart , 
He could not hold from making an inſolent Zgypri- 
a», that tormented one of his brethren feel how 
much his hand weighed ; for having already a ſecret 
Magiſtracy from God, he killed him and buried him 
in the ſand. s 

A few dayes after, as he played the Moderatour 
between thoſe of his Nation, an impudent fellow 
roſc up againſt him, and demanded of him the virtue 
of his Commiſſion, reproaching him with the mur. 
der of the Egyptian, which he thought had been ve- 
ry ſecret : yet when he perceived chat it was known 
at Court ; and that Pharaoh, that was a ſuſpicious 
Prince, took jealouſies of his courage and of his ſut- 
ficiency, he quitted all the greatneſſes and all the 


ſheepherds; ſo trueit is, that able men bend their 
ſpirit whether they will,and are good at doirg eve. 
ry thing, habituating . themſelves to perfons and to 
places where their lot hath ranged them, bearing e- 
qually wart and abundance, and ſhewing by their 
example,that there is no life in the world fo ſtrange, 
that may not ſerve for matter-to virtue. But with- 
out ſpeaking yet of the great ſecrets that God kepr 
hidden in this ordering of AZoſes, 1 finde that ir was 


40 the means to make a great States-man of him, be- 


cauſe that Philoſopher which hath deſerved the title 
of Nivine ſayes, that a good King is nothing elſe 
but a ſheepherd of a reaſonable flock , and that he 
ought to take his firſt Rudiments from the mannerof 
ordering ſheep, to ſucceed well in the Government, 
of Kingdoms , that he ought to ſee the tender love, 
the cares, and the roils of the true ſheepherds, to 
learn how he ought to demean himſelf rowards his 
SubjeRs. Aoſes had all leiſure to lay thofe grounds, 


delights of the palace of that Monarch, chufing ra- 5 tarrying as many years in his Country life as he had 


ther to ſuffer with his Brethren, as ſaith Saint Pax! : 
then to taſte any more the ſweetneſles of a temporal 
glory. Itisan a& of prudence to ſteel away from 
the fury of a wicked Prince, who holds for enemy all 
that there is of virtuous, and to hide ones ſelf as 
thoſe Kivers that $0 a long way under ground with. 
out being ſeen of any one, and then unexpectedly 
produce themſelves, to water the Meadows, to bear 
boats, to ſerve for a knot to the commerce of men, 


of Nature. Theſe retirings have been advantage. 
ous to many,whom they haye hid for a time,with an 
intention to ſet them afterward in bright day. The 
fire, which devours every thing, hath no more to do 
with the aſhes and the rage of Tyrants, that ſwal. 
lows up every thing, thinks no more on thoſe that 
enter while they live ( as it were )) into the ſepulchre 
of a life unknown toall rhe world. 
Aoſes paſſed from one extremity to another with- 


before paſſed at Court , and ceaſing not to play the 
Philoſopher, and ro contemplate in that great Schole 
of Nature,where God ſpake to bim, and taught bim 
leſſons through the veil of all the Creatures, O how 
little did the pompous pride of the Pharaoh's then 
ſeem to him ! O how contempcible then did ſeem 
all thoſe beauties of duſt, and thoſe fortunes of wind 
that are at Court ! His heart dilated it ſelf in the 
greatneſſes of God, and became every day wiſer 


and to make 1flands and Beauties for the ornament 60 then it ſelf. 


This long ſolitude having purged him from the 
impurities ofthe carth, rendred him capable of the 
vilits and commerce of God ; and the time deſtined 
to the deliverance of his people being now at hand . 
as he went along entertaining his thoughts, he was 
got farr into the Deſart, and perceived that mira. 
culous Buſh all crowned with innocence flames thar 
| todo nom. beaury; and: the-fire-that con- 
umes every thing ſeemed rather to dreſle then ro 


out the middle,when forſaking che Court, after a ſtay 7c offend ir. God, —_— to ſignifie by this the e. 
of fourry years, he went to range himſelf in the life 
»of ſheepherds, and remained as one loſt in the world, 


ſtate of his choſen people, for whom the burning 
coals of perſecution prepared an high lnftre of glory. 
OY > Hoſes 


Py 
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Moſes charmed with this Viſion draws near, and ceeded from ry: d a pure idleneſs fatal to the 
hears a voice out of the middie of the Buſh that calls 7ewi/> people;and that he would give them ſo much 


him, and having commanded him to put off his exerciſe, that they ſhould not haye the leifute. ro 
ſhooes through reverence, ſpeaks with bim, andde- dream on ſuch fancies, And, in effe&, he comman. 
clares to him its will about the going out of Zgypr, ded che Commiſſaries that preſided over the labonr 
which the 1/rac/ites were to enterpriſe and execute ot thoſe poor ſlaves, to redouble their Pains and 
under his command. ; augment their Burdens. The ſtraw that was furniſh- 
Toſpeak truth, this was one of the greateſt Col- ed them before to make the brick, taken from them, 
loquies, and one of the higheſt Diſcourſes that was they were conſtrained roſeek tor it where they 
ever under Heaven, wherein the Sovereign Maſter 10 could,and yet for all this the cumber of their bricks 
ſeated upon a Throne of Fire, talked with the moſt which they were bound to render every day was 
excellent man of all Ages touching the means to. not diminifhed. And though. this was a thing im- 
break the chains of fix hundred thouſand men, be- poſſible -for them, yet muſt they expett rods and 
ſides women and little children that groaned under baltonado's,and all imaginable rigours, This made a 
an horrible Captivity, and drowned every day a great noiſe amonglt the People, which began alrea- 
parc of their life in their tears. Aſoſes that was dy to murmur againſt Afoſes and Aaron, blaming 
cotally accuſtomed to the ſweetneſs of his ſolitude , their enterpriſe, and complaining thar they would 
refuſed at firſt to be the Negotiatour of a buſineſs fer them at liberty, : 
of ſo great importance,and ro betake himſelf again It is a molt ordinary a inall great affairs, 
to the Court of Zgypr to treat with Pharach , al- 20 there are ſpirits thar are like thoſe watry clouds thar 
ledging his inability, the incredulity of the people, never carry lightning, ſo cannot they ever conceive 
and the impediment of his ſpeech, to free himſelf any thing that is vigorous : they would have good 
from that Embaſſage. But God having aſſured bim things, but they would have them looſely , and 
that he was He that 5s, thatistoſay, The abſolute would willingly deſire that Nature ſhonld renew 
Being, the Independent,and the firſt Original of all for them the favours of the Terreſtrial Paradiſe , 
Eſſences, that would be with him, and would give and ſhould givethem roſes that ſhould never be 
bim for a companion, his brother Aaron,who was e- compaſſed abont with thorns. But as one ought 
loquent enough, & in 97 are confirmed him by not to be raſh and violent to puſh forward bufineſ- 
prodigious Miracles that he cauſed to be done in his fes out of a giddy humour, ſo ought one not to be 
preſence won him , and! made himconſent to bis 4 flack and effeminate in letting thoſe alone that ob- 
will. lige us by conſcience and by duty. Moſer dehilts not 
Arif in the fifth of his Politicks bath ſaid, that for all this, but takes a ſffout reſolution to advance 
of all thethings that cauſe the ſubverſions of King. the work of God,even to the Point whether Pro- 
doms and of Empires,there was not any more per- vidence would have it come. He had on one ſide 
nicious then Injuſtice and Oppreſſion ofthe inno. men to combat with, that reſiſted their own good : 
cent,which may be obſerved clearly in this procee- and onthe other, an impious, obſtinate, and cruel 
ding. For,bekold the ruine of a | wy Realm pro. Prince : he gains the one by reaſons and by ſweer- 
cured by the cruelty of the Miniſters of Pharach, neſs, he bringsdown the other by threats&prodigies. 
who by his conſent and orders turmoiled inceſſant. One may here manifeſtly ſee the paths that God 
ly a people, miſerable and afflited, above all mea- yg bath trodden in the puniſhment of Fharach,when he 
ure. Their piercing clamours, ſo many times re- would abandon a King or a great manfor his de- 
doubled,clave the clouds, and were carried by the © merits,and facriflce him to his juſtice , letting him 
Angels even up tothe Heaven of heavens, repreſen. fall into a reprobate ſenſe, which is the laſt ſtep that 
red before the Throne of che living God with ſo one makes to enter into Hell, He permitshim ( to 
much force and vigour , as they made tender the fatiate an Ambitionpr a Revenge)to entangle him- 
bowels of the God of mercy, that deſcends, and felf in ſome great defign under the pretence of 
ſpeaks athwart the Flames and Thrones to bring Juſtice and of Honour, and feraſmuch as he is ex- 
about their ſatery. :remely thirlty after the greatneſs of the earth, puts 
Aeſes and Aaron failed not to diſcover thera- himupon-a pinacle inthe higheſt dignities and the 
ſelves to the moſt eminent of the choſen people con- , , moſt magniticent negoriations, leaves him to him- 
cerning the Counſel that God had taken of their li-* felf, and to the wiſhes of his own heart , and al. 
berty,whereat they were at firſt ſo joyed, that they though he be vicious, gives him great ſucceſſes and 
proftrated theraſelves on the earth through reſpe&t, incomparable Poon that puff up his heart, and 
adoring the divine Goodneſs that carried himſelf make him preſume upon his own conduR. He takes 
with ſo much love to the eaſirg of their miſery; bur from htm the taſte of Divine things , letting him 
when this buſineſs proved thorny and full of obfta- flideinto a contempr'of the holy Word , and of all 
cles , their courage failed them, and bad almoft as the admonitions that one can give him about his 
live crouch in their Servitude,as buy their Liberty fafery. If ſhe hath any faithful Counſellour , he 
at the priſe of reaſonable pain. Yet Aﬀoſes, accom- puts him out,and ſubſtitares in his place flattercrs 
panied jwith his brother , courageouſly tranſports gg and inchaunters. If there come any ſceurge from 
himſelf ro Pharach's Palace, ſpeaks to him with a heaven co overwhelm him, he is made believe that 
generous hberty from theliving God, and declares it is but a natural thing, and ordinary enough, and 
to him his Commands , which were, to diſmiſs bis that he ought not to trouble himſelf about ſuch a 
people, and let them go out of Egypr to facrificein bufineſs. It he be ſenſible of any evil that affrights 
the wilderneſs. 57iE ty bim, men endeayour ſuddenly to ſcatter it, and to 
He that reigned at that time was one Pharach make him underſtand that that is not the wrath of 
Cencbris,an haughty and infolent Prince , who ha- God, but an orderof Nature;and that he may mock 
ving never hey any ſuch la e, ſaid, Thathe atthe tempeſt as ſoon as the calm returns. 
knew not that God, that 'intermeddled to make him All-thisis made viſible. in this miſerable Prince. 
ſuch Commands;and chat he was fully reiolved nor g A great Kingdom , great Ambitions, -Revenges 
to let go the prey which he held in his bands; that all 7 hereditary againſt the choſen People, an immove. 
theſe diſcourles of Sacrifices and of Devotions pro. able defign to root them out, a contempt of God, 


ſucceſs 


ſpirit by the pains of thoſe miſerable ones, Af 
ſee baf:d, the Flacrerershirknedco, the Magici- 
ans adored , the Plagacs of Heaven turned into 
| as ſoon as they were paſſ:d, an heart (ac 
laſt)hardned by its own malice,and not by the work 
of God who doth no more make fin, then the Sun 
makes the night. Afoſes endeavours firſt to gain 
kim by the force of reaſons , and by the ſweerneſs 


Y. © VEE CA; Je Stater-men, 'M OSES, 
 ſacceſſ: in! his vengeances, and ſome fatizfaction of 


The day of departureis taken, and the ſix hundred 
thouſand combatants, with an innumerable number 
of women and lictle children, after the ceremony of 
the Paſchal Lamb, travel to the red-Sea loaden 
with Gold, with Silver, with ſuits of Apparel and 
with all the richeſt Spoils of Egypr. The pillar of 
Cloud agg of Fire marched before them in the 
head of fie Army , to give ſignal to the twelve 
Tribes thaÞþcheld it viſibly on all parts. Noticeis 


of words ; whereto, when heſhewed reliſtance, 1 © given in the mean time to King Pharach, that thoſe 


he employed Miracles for the proof of his Commil:- 
Gon, which the King cauſed ro be counterteited by 
his Magicians , oppeling the Shadow to the Light, 
and a Lie to Truth. 

After which, the wrath of Heaven cauſcd thoſe 
ten Plagues, related in Exodus, ſucceſſively to rain 
upon him. For chat unfortunate Prince ſaw firſt of 
all the River of Nileall in blood, as if it had de- 
manded Vengeance of God for thoſe little Innocents 


tugitives were already ſtoln away, and gone 
enriched with the treaſures of his People. Ard al- 
though he had given ſome kind of conſent to their 
going, yet he enters again into his faries, aſſembles 
bis light-Chariots,ard all the flouriſhing Legions of 
Egypt to purſue the 1/-aclires, They tailed not to 
overtake them quickly, upon the Sea-ſhore, fo that 
the two Armies werein view of one another, "The 
one of which was filled with a great number of peo. 


that had been caſt into it. He ſaw Frogs that came 2ople badly prepared at that time for a combar, ya- 


our of the ſame Stream by an impetuous ebullition, 
in ſuch a manner,as that they covered all the fields, 
entred into the houſes, filled the tables, mounted 
uponthe beds, and gave borrour and torments to all 
Egypt. Heſaw thick clouds of Gnats, that were 
raiſed all on a ſudden, caſting chemſelves upon the 
Cattel and upon the men, with ſo irkſome a tyou- 
ble that their life was full of bitterneſs, He ſaw 
after that, armies of all ſorts of Flies, ſo different 


lour forſaking their heart, and their hands ready to 
throw away their arms; The other was compoled 
of ſprightful and well trained Regiments, to whom 
choler and the hope of booty gave a new vigour, 
The glittering of the Arms, the Clouds of duſt that 
were raiſed, the ſhouts of the Souldiers mingled 
with the neighing of Horſes,gave mortal ſtroaks ts 
the hearrs of that poor multitude which had row 0 
othec thought bur ro die murmuring , and to re. 


in their kind, ſo violent in their afſaulcs, and ſo ,g venge their death on Afeſes by their murmures, 


pernicious intheir effects , that they defiled eyery 
thing with their venom. He ſaw a furious morta- 
lity of Beaſts, thar fell every moment, and infected 
the Air by their corruption. He ſaw the bodies of 
his Subje&s all laden with Ulcers , wherewith the 
Magicians themſelves,in puniſhment of their crimes 
were covered in ſuch a faſhion as that they could 
ſtand no longer in the preſence of their King. He 
ſaw the moſt horrible Hail fall from Heaven, that 
ſince 

it ſuſtain'd it ſelf upon the wings of the 
Lightning, and the Fire and ce agreed extraordi- 
narily together for the puniſhment of choſe perfi- 
dious men, He ſaw legions of Graſhoppers that 
made an inundation upon the champains, and made 
havock of the plants, finiſhing to deſtroy thar 
which the Hail had begun. 'n fine, all Zgypr was 
covered with thoſe palpable Darkneſſes thar laſted 
for the ſpace of three dayes, during which, the Z. 


Alzs, ſaid they, What! were there no Graves in 
Egypt co bury our lives and miſeries, without lead. 
ing usinto theWilderneſs to deliver us for a prey to 
the ſword of the Egyptians, and to the Birds of ra- 
pine?Nid we not ſay well,that we ſhould have ſtay'd 
peaceably in the bondage wherein God had ranged 
us, without making thele great proviſions,and ſhut- 
ting our ſelves all up as in a net,to deliver our ſelyes 
to the diſcretion of our enemies? we have theSea on 


Egypt was in being, there was never ſeen the 4, one {:de,and on che other our incenſed Maſters that 
like 4 fo 


breath nothing but fire and blood : on which hand 
ſoever we go, we ſce nothing but images of death 
& infallible marks of the miſeries that threatens us. 
All the Army was filled with fear, and the ſighs of 
the Wives andof the Children abated the courage 
of the Fathers and of the Husbands, who expeed 
nothing any more but to be the ſubjeR of an horri- 
ble burchery. But the generous AZeſes, although he 
bad an heart pierc'd with grief to hear their blaſphe- 


£)ptians remained as bound with the inviſible chains 50 mies, ran through the ranks of the army,encourag'd 


of a night wichour repoſe, which had nothing bet- 
ter init then to take from them the ſight of their 
diſaſter, 

Bur that which terrified them above all the plagues 
was when the deſtroying Atgel entring at miduight 
into all cheir houſcs killzd the firſt-born from the 
childe of the Millers wife, to the Kings ſon, and 
there was not an houſe wherein the firſt bloſſom of 
the Family was not lopped off by the pitrileſs hook 


the Captains, animared the People, & as long as he 
had any voice or breath cried without ceafing, Cou- 
rage, my friend,ye are here afebl'd ro ſee the won- 
ders of the God of Hoſts: behold the onely, without 
troubling your ſclyes, and God ſhall fight for you. 
See and conſider thoſe brave Egyprians your perſe- 
cutours, and believe that it is the laſt time that you 
ſhall ſee them, for they ſhall be no more. And af- 
ter he had ſaid this, he ſpake to God with a filence 


of Death. The fachers were touched with a ſtupid 6g that ſurpaſſed all clamours, and therefore God an- 


grief the diſheveld mothers threw themſelves down 
upon the bodics of their infants, to gather from 
their mouths the remainders of their life; the whole 
family ſent out howlings rather then complaints, 
and the evil was ſo univerſal, and fo preſſing, that 
that their was neither conſolation, nor remedy. 
Pharaoh ſighed atevery Plague, and ſeemed to be 
willing to turn to God, but as ſoon as he had the leſt 
+ releaſe, he returned 'to his obftinacy, which wasa 


mark of a Reprobarte ſoul. Yet bis ſubjets ſenſibly ,, > 


touched with the laſt accident, urged the Hebrews 


to be gone,& would no longer oppoſe the counſels 
of God, 


ſwered him, What haſt chou rodo any more to cry 
thus after me? Lift up thy Rod,ftretch forth thine 
hand, divide the floats of the Sea, and gake thing 
Army march through the fair middle on dry foor. 
This was executed, and all that great people of the 
Iſraelites ( animated by the ſpirit of God, and the 
voice of Afoſes that marched in the head of chem)de- 
ſcended with a firme footing and a ſecure counte-, 
nance into.thoſeAbyſſes where the water of the Sea 
retiring it ſelfapart made them ramparts of Chry- 
{tal on each ſide,and diſcovered to them in the mid- 
dle a path chat the hand of God ſeemed to have _ 
wit 
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with Tapiſtry for to make them paſſige. The pillar 
of fire that was planted in the midlt 07 the two Ar- 
mies furniſhed chem with uvparalel'd lights co ma- 
nifeſt the works of God, and on that tide which 
looked ,rowards the Egyptians it was horrible and 
drk, bearing already che preſages of the funerals 
chat attended them, The Angel of God ſhut up in 
this engine of fire,darted our'l hunder-ſtrMing looks 
upon the Diadem of Pharach , and upon all thole 
that encompaſſed him. Their courage failed them, 
and nothing now was left them bur a rage yer tu- 
ming after blood. They threw chemſelves deſperate- 
ly into the Sea which chey promiſed themſelves to 
paſs over on dry foot as advantageouſly as their ad- 
verfarics. But the waters returning imo their bed, 
with an impetuous courſe invelop'd thoſe miſcrable 
men, there was nothing now bur a conjuſion of men 
and horſes,of Arms andChariots,of bodies peſtering 
one another, that difpured their life with the waves, 


. 


ing well that they cannot arrive to what they I 


; would have, by love. But beſides thar this faſhion of 
governing provokes God which js che father of the 


poor, and the comforter of ctheafflifted ; It carinot 
ſubſiſt but by a great vielence which cannot con< 
tinue long either in nature, or in a civil life, 1-1 

Meſes ro6k nothing from this pzople, 'ro'whom 
it was aninjury in their opinion, to give nothing, 
It ſeemed as if he bore them all in his entrails, and 


10 that he was to nouriſh them as a mother, jf he 


came to fail init, they forgat all the benefits of the 
time paſt, and ceaſed not to grumble and murmur 
at the preſent. He had need have had the Maga. 
zins of God himſelf, to fatisfie them ina Deſarr 

where there was little to live, and much to ſuffer 
$o alſo the Divine goodneſs was never wanting to 
themin their neceſſicies; and this milde conduRour 

that made it his glory to overwhelme theſe un rate- 
ful men with benefits, opencd by his prayers the 


and died expiring our the remainders of their fury. ,, gates of heaven to cauſe Manna to be rained down 


Pharaoh the King was drowned, the afliſtance of his 
Captains had not the ſtrength to fave him whom the 
hand of God would deſtroy. Nothing was to be 
ſ-en but Bucklers and Turbants floating upon the 
water, and death painted in a thouſand taces that 
made a mervellous booty. The 1/raelites being in 
an extaſie at theſe wonders, thundred out a fong in 
the praiſe of God that bath ſince raviſhed the heart 
and ear of all Apes. 


After that Agoſes bad drawn his people our of the , . 
captivity of Egypr, he imitated God that did nor 


make ſo fair a world to abandon it, bur governs it 
by a ſecret providenee that infinuares 1t ſelf into all 
the parties of the Univerſe, £0 this great Legiſla- 
tour employed all his cares to the condudt of this 
great multitude,to .vh.ch his preſence produced the 
{ame effeR as the inſulon of the ſoul into the body. 
The chief and moſt ordinary pains that he rook was 
to appeaſe the mu-mures and ſeditions that were 


born at every ſeaſon, and ſometimes for very lighc 4 
occaſions. Burt the greatclt part was for the belly to - 


which hunger gives +. 85 avk and the law gives 
no cars. When amidit the Deſarts of Arabia, where 
they journied, they felt any mitigation in their 
pain, Aoſes was a man incomparable : but as 
ſoon as water and bred failed them, he was no 
more theirfriend , they longed inceaſſantly after 
the fleſhpors of EFgype, and ſtirred up furiors 
tempells, 


We ſee eximples of this in all Polities, Empires, , 
and Republicks , where all choſe things that aſſault * 


the life of the pcople make them ſend forth great 
cries, run to ſtones and lteel , and tear men into 
lictle ſhreds. Thoſe that would reign peaceably, 
think more of gaining the hearts of their ſubjects 
then the money , and takea wonderful order that 
the inferiour people may have wherewith ro nou- 
riſh 2nd maintain themſelves in mean commodities 
and all thar is MANY neceſſary to life. Angn- 


tor them. It is formed inthe dew, when the ſub. 
tler parts of the Earth mix themſelves with the moji- 
ſture, and when all this compoſition is purified and 
baked by the hear of the $un to a convenient rem- 
per. It happens in certain places with profit enough, 
bur if the bleſſing of God had not given an extraor- 
dinary virtue to this food, it was a Diet too dainty 
for hungry ſtomachs. | 

So were they weary of it, and deſired fleſh, cry- 
ing with ful mouth, and forcing a man that had no- 
thing, todo miraclesto content their ſenſuality, 
This grear condutour that pitizd their neceſſities, 
and was not willing to deſtroy them, pacified them 
by a faſhion full of modeſty , a powerful ſpecch , 
lweet promiſes and good perlormances, hy making 
himſelf a Mediatour to God to obtain favours for 
them ,, when they merited puniſhments. They 
ſay clouds of Qu1:les fall Cown upon the Army 
which God ſent them very opportunely , bur he 


o failed not to puniſh afterward their intemperance 


by ſudden deaths, and Sepulchers raiſed in the Wil- 
derneſs that bore a long time the name of their 
concupiſcence. 
Another time as they were in great want of wa- 
ter, and made a great tumulr for the thirſt that ror- 
mented them, Aoſes aſſilted by the Divine power, 
opened the flanks of the Rocks, and made foun. 
tains to iſſue forth of chem, that quenched the thirſt 
of the whole Army. Their diſtruſt cauſed the 


, Yreateſt parc of their evils, and if they had nothing 


capable to afMAiet them , they themſelves framed 
Sp=<&trums of terrour to themſelves, and found their 
torments in their own imagirations, 

A bove all, they exceedingly ſcared themſelves at 
the return of the Spies from the land of Promiſe - 
aialle Rumour being ſowed in the Army, tharit 
was a Land that devoured its inhabitants, and that 
it was inhabited by Giants of ſo prodigious an 
heighth, that other men being compared ro them 


ſta; Ceſar the wiſcit of the Roman Emperours, had 5Q appeared no more then Graſhoppers. Then they 


ſo particular a care to provide for the City of Rowe, 
thac when he ſaw it threatned by eny Famine, he 
xvould be like to die; and he took more pleaſure to 
Fear the por Mechanicks commending his pater. 
nal ſweetneſs, and the happineſs of his time, then to 
beho!d Coloſſus's and Arches of triumphs ereRted 
in his name, ' Thoſe that take a way quite contra- 
ry lay, Let Clown grumble, and let, Clown pay, 
thar one ought little ro care for the complaints and 
murmuringss of a &ifarmed Communalty, They fill 
every place with menaces and with terrours , the 

authoriſe themſelves by a great force of arms, ſee- 


4 


entredinto ſtrange fumes, crying all aloud, that 
they ought rather to create a General to lead them 
b:ck to Egypt, then to go and facrifice their wives 
and children unto Monſters, Moſes and Aaroy 
thinking themſelves not able to appeaſe that furious 
ſtorm of words humbled themſelves before them, 8 
remained proſtrated on the earth, while P:h>xa ard 
Caleb renting their clothes, for the horrour thar 
they had of that ſedition, aſſured them char report 


g was falſe, rhat the {and of Promiſe was very good, 


that it Aoweeall.in Milk and Hony, and that by the 
help of Cod they v:ould poſſels it, andover-mater 


the - 
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Part 5: ©... , The States-men, MOSES. | 
the Originaries which they would cat as. bread. out law and without policy, which is the ſoul of Aſ- 
Notwi ing all this they had run to ſtones, if ſemblies : Afoſes was powerfully inſpired by God 
God had not appeared in that high luſtre of his glo- to make laws, as well thoſe that concerned Relivi- 
| and threatned to conſume them all by a general on, as others that regarded the Civil. The Philos. 
peftilence: but Aoſes laboured earneſtly both with phers aſſure us, that every thing that lives in Na- 
voice and prayexs to appeaſe the wrath of God, ture; lives by the Light, .and that all Life js nothing 
who puniſhed at laſt the Rebels by the privation elſe but Light, which ſpreads it ſelf into the whole 
of the Land of Promiſe which they had ſpoken a- Univerſe, and nor content to gild it with its-bxight- 
sainſt with ſo much extravagancy. neſs , communicates to it quickning Spirits and ſe- 
Theſe murmures that proceeded from fear and 10 cret influences which make atl the now in 
weakneſs of courage ſeemed more ſufferable then rhe boſom of Matter : Thar which the Light doth 
thoſe that came from pride and malice, as the ſedi- in the natural World, the Law imitates in the Civil. 
tion of Corah, Dathan, Abiram, which made an Ir is a participation of thefirſt Reaſon'of rhe Ordi- 
borrible havock. Theſe men followed with two nation and Providence Divine, which infinuates its 
hundred and fifty of the Princes of the Synagogue, (clt into the maſs of Mankind , embelliſhes it with 
rebelled againſt Adoſes and Aaros , uſurping the its ſplendours, and unites it in the point of Felicity, 
Genſer , -and publiſhing aloud that all the people by inviſible chains of love and obedience, 
was conſecrated as well as they, and that they did God's Reaſon is the Sovercign Law which re-. 
wrong to claim to themſelyes an Empire over their fides in the Divine underſtanding, in the treaſures 
brethren that belonged not to them : chat that 2© of his Wiſdom, and is as the Primwm Aſobile of all 
which bad made them preſs this going out of Egypr, the regulated motions of the intellectual Nature. 
was nothing but an ambition that carried them tro Plato lays, That the World following that rule 
domineer over free-men,and that they exerciſed ſo Keeps an equal path, with all the firneſs, and all the 
creat a tyranny over their ſubjects, that there re- meaſures requiſite to i:spreſervation. Butas ſoon 
mained nothing more but to pluck ont theireys. Fo- as it departs from it, it falls of neceſlity into great 
ſes very much aſtoniſhed ar ſuch inſolent language - diſorders, which cannot be ſurmounced bat by the 
proſtrated bimſclf with bis face on the earth, refer- Divine Ordination that recals Nature to the point 
* ring to God thedeciſion ofthe controverſie,and ur ofiits Felicity, nd becauſe the Eternal Law is ſo 
ged them to appear the morrow after to offer In- high and ſo ſublime that it ſurpaſſes all our:houghts 
cenſe,and to ſee howGod would like their offering, 4 God has cauſed a Rivuler tro low trom that ſource; 
The Anti-Priefts failed not to be at the door of whichis the Law of Nature, a true lighr of right 
the Tabernacle with their Cenſers in their hands to Reaſon imprintedin the under{tanding of all men. 
make a combination apart, and to oppoſe the Pon- Bur it being ſo often darkned by the black vapours 
tificate of Aarox. Bur the living God that autho- ofthe animal Paſſions, there was a neceſſity of hu- 
riſes the true High prieſts, appeared upon the Ta- mane Laws and Magiſtrates to put them in execu- 
bernacle after a terrible and threatning manner. tion, by the puniſhment of the wicked, and the re- 
The people that environed the /Mutineers ſuddenly compenting of the good. God gave then a ſtrong 
ſeparated themſelves at the voice of Aﬀoſes : the inſpiration to Aoſes to preſcribe precepts and 
carth opens ir ſelf under the feet of Corah, Dathan, Rules to his People, that have been admired by all 
and Abiram, to ſwallow them up alive with their 40 nations. 
Pavillions and all their riches. The others were de- +. The Afanichees by the relation of S. Awgnſtine, 
voured by fire from heaven viſibly with an extreme rejeRed the Law of Aoſes,as wicked and ryranni- 
affright of the whole Army : and foraſmuch as cal ; but in thisthey have been condemned by the 
their remained ſome Rebels that mourned for the Charch : for there is no doubt bur that ( having 
dead, and inflamed the diviſion , the hand of God been given by God that is the Father of all Good- 
yet ſmoaking over their heads was ready utterly ro neſs) it was good and profitable ro keep the fews 
deſtroy them, had not Aſoſes proſtrated himſelf be- as under a Pedagogy till the Grace of the Goſpel. 
fore the Tabernacle praying tor them; and had not And $. Pas! bimlelfin the Epiſtle ro the Romans, 
Aaron holding the Cenler, and beſeeching the Di-= where he ſeems ro goabout rodeſtroy irt,calls it for 
vine Majeſty berween the living and the dead, ap- 50 #1 thar Holy, Juſt,and Good: Bur-it ye compare it 
peaſed the wrath of Heaven. Bur the puniſhment * to the Law ot Grace,ye ſhall find it harſh and im- 
of theſe miſerable men left much-rerrour in the ſouls perfect. The AZofaical Law,faith that great Doftor, 


of the people, and an exatuple of perpetual memory contains Commands, but,that e/z gives afsiſtance: 


co all thoſe that reſiſt the Powers that are lawfully the one beſtowslighr to know, rhe other ſtrength to 
eſtabliſhed by God. 


execute, In the ancient Law God ſays , Do what 7 
There were Combats at home and abroad , fot command thee. In che new Law we fay to God,Gjvz 


the Amalckites , a ſalvage Nation deſcended trom what thou commanarſt. AAdoſes divided that arcienct 
Eſan's children,endeaveured to beat back the peo- Law into three parts , the firſt of which contained 
ple of God, and gave them batrel, which Afoſes ac- the Moral,and was included in the Decalogue : the : 
cepted, and making 7e/pua General of the Army, _ ſecond comprehended what ever belonged roCere- 
contented himſelf ro go to the top of the Mountain monies, and was called Ceremonial : the third re- 

tO pray to the God of the living, and to obtain the garded Juſtice between party and party,and wasJu- 
Victory, His prayers were darts of fire ſhot up- dicial. The firſt reaches how a.man ought to carry 
on the Enemies , for as long as he kept his arms litt= himſelf with God and his Neighbour ro obtain faſ- 
ed up to God in prayer, the 7/raelires had the bet= vation. The ſecond Treats of the Temple,of the 5y- 
ter : but if he (lacked them never fo little, they had nagogne, of the Righ Prieſt,of the Priefts,of the Le- 
the worſt, which made Hur and Aaron hold. up his vites,of the Prophers,of theVoraries,Nazarites,and 
arms to prevent a wearineſs inthem,, and by this Rechabites. Ir deciphers the inſtruments of Goe's 
means he deſiſted nor till fuch time as-the Adverſa- Worſhip, as are the Tabernacle, the Ark of Coye- 

. ries covered with their dead bodies all the field of ,, , nant,the Propiciatory,the Table of Shew-bread,the ® 

battel. Now becauſe this great People would have * Altarof the Perfumes,and of the Burnt- offerings Ic 
been but a confuſed maſs, had they remained with= preſcribes the order of the Sacrifices, and of the $a- 
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craments, of the diyers obſervations of Vows, of 
Faſts, of Feaſts, of Jubilecs, of ſhavings, of Habits. 
The third part ſpeaks of Kings, of War, of Peace, oi 
Marriages, of Polygamy, of Divorce, of Crimes, of 
Theft, of Uſury, of Adultery, ot Policy, of Men- 
ſervants, of Maid-ſervants, ot Hirel.ngs, ot Stran- 

ers% and of. the Poor. All this is read yet to this 
_ in the Pentateuch, and is ſufficiently expounded 
by ſo-many Interpreters of Scripture. It would be 
an infinite, tedjous, and unprofitable buſineſs to go 
about to decipher it here peece-meal. Let us con. 
tent our ſelves that as the Morning dies by bringing 
forth the Day , ſo the Law is expired by producing 
the light ofthe Geſpel. . 

Moſer undertook not ſo great a work by humane 
ſtrength, and truſted not to himſelfin fo high an en- 
terpriſe, God would conductit with his Authori- 
ty , and cauſed the people to be commanded to pu- 
rifie themſelves, and to ftand ready on the third 
day to hear his will. That day being come, from 
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tar , and cauſed a ſolemn Feat to be biddersfor the 
morrow after, at which the people failed not to be 
preſent, offering many ſ:crifices, making g( 
cheer , and dancing about that Idol, God adyerti- 
ſed Aoſes of thar diſorder, and commanded him'to 
deſcene ſuddenly from the Mountain to remedy it . 
although be intended to deftroy them : and had 
done it, had he not been appeaſed by the moſt ham- 
ble Remonſtrances and Supplications of his ſeryant. 
He failed not to betake himſelf ſpeedily ro the 


10 Camp, where he faw that Abomination and the 


Dances that were made about it, which inflsmed 
him ſo much with Choler . that he brake the Ta- 
bles.of the Law written by the hand of God, think- 
ing that ſuch a preſent was not ſeaſonable tor 1do. 
latersand Drunkards, He rebuked Aaroy ſharply, 
who excuſed himſelf coldly enongh ; and net inten- 
ding that ſo abominable a crime ſhould pals with. 
our an exemplary puniſhment , He took the Gol- 
den Calf, and bear it into duſt, which be {teepediin 


the morning were heard great Tbunders, and a- 20 water, to make all thoſe drink of it thathad defiled 


bandance of Lightnings-ſeen that ifſued our of chick 
Clouds at the found of an affrightful Trumper that 
ſeized all the people with af omſhment, They re- 
moved themſelyes according to the Orders of their 


Legiſlatour to the foot of the Mountain Sinai, with 


a prohibition to paſs further. All the Mountain 
ſmoaked'as a great Fornace , by reaſon that God 
was deſtended thither all in fire , which madeit ex- 
treme terrible. But Adeſes, bis dear favourite al- 


themſelves with chat ſacriledge.; and to make them 
underſtand chat fin that ſeems at firſt ro have ſome 
{weernels is extremely bitter in its effects. 

Afﬀer which he- commanded that all thoſe thar 
would be on Gods (ide ſhould follow him , and the 
Tribe of Levi, as being the moſt intereſſed,, failed , 
not to joyn with him, whereupon ſecirg chem all 
well animated, he gave them order to paſs through 
all the Camp, from one door to the © her, wich 


cended to the higbeft top amidſt the fires, the dark- 30 their ſwords 1n their hands, and to flay all that rhey 


neſſes and the flames in that Luminous obſcurity, 
where God preſided that ſpake to bim face to face 
as to his-moſt intimate confident. After all, that 
thundering voice of the Living God was heard that 
pronounced his Decrees and his Lawsin that Cham. 
ber of Juſtice hung with fire and lights that trem- 

led under the foot-iteps of his Majeſty. Allthis 
Law was ſet down in writing: with a moſt exaR 
care, and is yet read every day in the five Books of 
the Law. 

Now,Religion being the Baſis of all Policy,with- 
out which great Kingdoms are but greatRobbings;. 
This wiſe Law-giver applied his whole care and tra- 
vel to the rooting out of Idolatry , and to the cau. 
fing of the Adorable Majefty ef God to be acknow. 
ledged in the condition ot a worſhip truly Monar- 
chical , and incommunicable to any other , as ap- 
pears in the puniſhment which be inflicted on thoſe 
that had worſhipped the golden Calf. 

For the Scripture ſaith , that when the 7/7 aclites 
perceived that Aſſes tarried a long time on the 
Mountain of $;xai in thoſe amiable Colloquies that 
he had with God, they grew weary of it, and ſaid 
to the High-Prieſt Aaroy , that ſince that man that 
had brought them out of Egypt was loſt,they ought 
to dream no more of him , but make in his place 
Gods that ſhould march in the head of their Army. 
Aaron , that perhaps had a mind to make them loſe 


the reliſh of chat defign by the price to which it g, 


would amount, demanded of them che Pendents of 
the ears of their Wives and of their Children, to g0 
ro work about it ;, but their madneſs was fo grear 
that they deveſted themſelves freely of all chat they 
had moſt precious, ro make a God to their own 
phanſie. Aaron accommodating himſelf to their 
humour through a great weakneſs, made them a 
Starue that had: ſome reſemblance of the Ox Ap:s 
that was adored in Egypt. As ſoon as they had per- 
ceived it, they began to cry, Courage, 1/rael, be- 
bold the God that hath drawn thee our of the (lave- 
ry of Egypt. Aarenaccompanied him with an Al- 


met , withour ſparing their neareſt kindred. 1 his 
was executed , and all the Army was immediately 
filled with Maſlacres, Rivers of blond ran on all 
ſlides, accompanied with the ſad howlings of a ſcared 
malritude that expeRed every minute the {troke of 
death. God would have that this fo ſeve:e a puniſh- 
ment be executed upo thoſe miſerable men to cauſe 
an eternal borrour of Idolatry wh.ch is the moſt 
capital of all ſins, And to retain the worſhip of God, 
a thouſand pretty Ceremonies were practiſed after 
the {truQure of the Tabernacle of the Ark of the 
Covenant, of the Table of the Shew-bread, of the 
Altars, and afcer,the inſtitution of the Pontifical ha- 
bits, of the Offerings, and of the Sacrifices that 
were celebrated with much order and a ſingular 
Majelty. _ -- 

Aoſes alle was indefatigable in rendring Juſtice, 
fitting from the morning till the night on his Tri- 
bunal to hear the requeſts of all rhe particular men 


” that came to bim , which erhro his facher in law, 


that was come to viſit him, having perceived, faid © 
to him that it was impoſſible for him to be long able 
to undergo fo troubleſome a labour , and that he 
ought ro chooſe amongſt all the people ſome pui{- 
ſart men, fearing God, true, and enemies of cove- 
touſneſs ro adminifier Juſtice ; and that it would be 
ſufficient to reſerve to himſelf the controverſies 
that ſhould be of greateſt importance. . Aſoſes be- 
lieved his counſel , and eftabliiſhed an handſom or- 
der for the decifion of the differences that ſhould 
ariſe amongſt the people. He paſſed fourty years 
in the wilderneſs in divers babitations, partly 1n war 
againſt the enemies , partly in preſerving peace a- 
mongſt his people, and confirming all the Laws 
which he eſtabliſhed by the command of God. In 
this exerciſe be lived to the age of an hundred and 
twenty years, ſeparated himſelf from all rhings of 
the world, aud was ſy nnied ro God, that it ſeem- 


» Ed that even his Body ir ſelf paſſed into.the nature _* 


and condition of an immortal Spirit, In fine, God 
baving ſhewed him upon the Mountain Nebo 
all 
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all the Land of Promiſe which he had got to by fo 
many good counſels and ſo much pains, hedycd in 
that view without entring into it, was mourned 
for thirty dayes by the Iſraclites,and interred of ſet 
purpoſe in a ſepalcher unknown to the eys of men, 
for tear leſt he ſhould give an occaſion of ſome Ido- 
latry to that people that would have held him for a 
Deity. 

Neyer had man a Birth more forlorn, a Life more 


SAMUBET: 


Kings, and the King of all the Prophets : Aive at 


Courr, Deyout in Solitude, Victorious in War, 
Happy in Peace, Wiſe in Laws, Terrible in his Arms, 
a man of Prodigies,that opened Seas, Manured Wil- 
derneſſes, Commanded things Senſible and Inſenfi. 
ble, and exerciſed an Empire on all Nature. He was 
Indefatigable in his Travels, Zealous for the honour 
of God, diſobliged from his own interef in the pu- 
niſhment of the Sacrilegious, Patient in his own [n- 


various, or a Death more glorious: of an expoſed 10 jurics, Familiar to few, Courteous to all a Com. 


Infant, he became a Kings ſon, of a Kings fon an 
Exile,of an Exile a Sheepherd,of a Sheepherd aCap- 
tain, of a Captain a Prophet, of a Prophet a Law- 
giver, of aLaw-giver a Sovereign, the God of 


SAMUEL. 


panion of Angels, the Favourite of God, of a Life 
very long, and of a Memory that ſhall have no 


end. 


DANIEL. 


"Y Amncl that ſeemed to have been born for no- 
thing but to pray, and to paſs away hislife in 
the Tabernacle of God, got very forward at 

Court, andin the managing ot the great affairs of 
State. His Birch is a Miracle, his Life an Example, 
and his Death the immortality of his virtues, He 
was one of thoſe infants that are expeRed a long 
time before they come, that are the ſons of ſo many 
vowes, and that pay the expeRation of their Nati- 


formed him of the deftruction of his Maſter, El; the 
High-Prieſt, and powerfully ficted him for his Ser- 
vice. This E/i was areverend old man, a Judge of 
the People,that had lived inan high reputation and 
great glory amongſt the Iſraclites; but his reign be- 
ing too fot, his children that were now great,abu. 
ſing his authority, praiſed a petty Larceny even 
as tar as unto the Secrifice it ſelf, and committed 
impurities ard debaucheries of women ; which are 


rity by the happineſs of their life. It belongs onely 12 moſt ordinarily two of the chicſelt things that make 


tO great _ tO be ſeen before they are, by pre- 
fages, by delires, by hopes, and to make them (clyes 
be ſcen, after they are no more, by an eternal me- 
mory. d 

Huinnahb his mother barren in children, but fruitful 
in virtues, conceived him rather by ber ſighs, then 
by her.pleaſures. He was a gift of the Tabernacle 
which ſhe rendred to the Tabernacle ; and as ſhe 
had ob:ained him by ſupp'ication, ſhe made of him 


a change of Government, there being nothing that 
doth more exaſperate the ſubjeR, then the avarice 
and the luxury of thoſe that rule , the one making 
attempts upon their goods, and the other upontheir 
bed. A grave father ef the Church addrefling a ſpi- 
ritual diretion oa Governour, admoniſhes him, 
That it 15 not enough for him to be innocent, if all 
his family doth nor imitate him, and form them- 


ſelves according to his examples ; tor, what profit 


a man of prayer, devored from his infancy to the 3 is it,ſfayes he, to a miſerable people to have a Yrince 


Divine Miniſteries,and a Nazarite by expreſs vow 
which livedin abHnence, and had no other profel- 
fion but contemplation, Itis by theſe exerciſes that 
God raiſes grea: Perſonages, and we cannot chooſe 
but expect brave ations on carth, froma man that 
hach much commerce with heaven. 

<0 God began berimes to communicate himſelf ro 
him, and to maxe him partaker ol-his ſecrets, He in- 


F | LL 


or Governour wiſe and moderate, if, while he ab- 
ſtains from things not permitted, there be one of 
his ſervants that making uſe of his name and power 
takes occalion to fſatiate his Avarice ? 

Theſe wicked fons of E7i, Hophni and Phixcas com- 
mitted a thouſand extortions under the authority 
oftheir father, and diſhonoured his gray hairs by 
the incontinence of their &:fio!ute youth. The 
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complaints thereof came to their Tacher's cars, but 
inſtead of deprivirig them of their Offices and Com- 
miſſions which they held of him, which would tave 
been a means to waſh away the {lain that was im- 
printed on his renown, he 'contented himſelf wirh 
giving them a weak admonition, which having little 
torce upon their paſcions, had yer leſs effect upon 
their actions, 

God then took the buſineſs in hand after a very 
ſtrange manner : for the Philiſtizzs the ſworn Enc- 
mies of the choſen people ran upon their Frontiers, 
and put an Army into the field, which obliged the 
Iſraclites toarm , to hinder the waſt that they 
made ; but being come to the encounter they loſt 
the barrel, wherein ſour thouſand men were {lain 
upon the place. The conquered people reſuming 
heart and arms, ſet on foot an huge Army thac 
marched under the wings ofthe Ark of Covenant 
conducted by Hophni and Phineas to whom it ap- 
pertained by off ce. 
i!l-train'd for War, rather precipitated then gave a 
ſecond Battel , and did their buſineſſes in it ſo1ll , 
that thirty. thouſand men were cut in pieces , and 
they themſelves increaſed the number of the dead, 
and were both lain in defence of the Ark, that was 
taken and carried away by the Philiftims. 

This deplorable news being come to the ears of 
E1i, gave him ſuch a confuſion of ſpirit, that he let 
himſelf fall, and died upon the place mourning for 


* 


COURT. 
have to do with hearts divided to imaginary Dei- 
ties; That if they ſerved bim faithfully, he hoped 
that he would deliver them from the hand of the 
Phil:ſtims, and would exalt again the glory of their 
Nation that had been brought low by fo many ill 
Encounters and extream lamentable loſſes, 

He perſwaded the whole Aſſembly ſo powerful- 
ly by the force and ſweetneſs of his diſcourſe, that 
all thoſe that had been defiled with thoſe bad be. 


" 


10 liefs, abjured their ſuperſtitions, and madea ſtrong 


reſolution to ſerve no more any , but the living 
God, andto bury all their Idols in the Grave of 
forgerſulineſs, Whereto Same! ſeeing them dif. 
poled, called together the States-General into a 
place named Afi5Þah, where he promiſed 'to make 
very ſolemn prayers tor all his Nation. The peo- 
ple failed not to be there in great number, and' 
with a ſingular devotion, drawing water,and pour- 
ing it out as in the preſence of God , whether it 


But theſe debauched men,and 20 was a faſhion of purification among the Hebrews, 


or whether by this Ceremony they would repre. 
ſent the yarity and weakneſs of all men , that are 
before God as little drops of water ſpread upon the 
earth, and that have no true contentment but in 
God alone who is the Fountain of all good things, 
They diſpoſed themſelves to receive the mercy of 
God by a publick faſt and a repentance of their 
faulcs, confeſsing aloud their ingratitude to God. 
Samuel comforted them, and having reconciled 


the Ark'of Covenant above his own children. His 3o them to God again, united them among themſelyes 


houſe {ell into great contempt after his death,as had 
been foretold him, and'none of his Race came to 
old-age, the hand of God not ceaſing to revenge 
the 1njuries of his Tabernacle, and of his people,to 
inſtru great ones that are in offices tolook careful- 
ly to this, that Religionand Juſtice,as two liſters, by 
an indifſolvable knot be kept faſt to one another, 
The Afﬀairs of the Fews were in a piteous eſtate 
after the loſs of thoſe two Bartels, and there was 


by a-mutual concord, deciding their differences, 
and judging their Law- ſuits in the place fore-na- 
med with ſo-much equity, that all the- people 


. thought that the golden Age was raiſcd again un- 


der bis Government, _ 

But the Philiftims that would perpetually bring 
them down, having intelligence that they made Af- 
ſemblies in Afiſpah , which turned to their preju- 
dice, drew themſelyes again into the field to fight 


need of apuiſſan: hand to tepair thoſe loſſes. But go tliem, whereat the people that bad already experi- 


the Sovereign Maſter lent his thereto,and raiſed up 
Samnel to ſettle again all that the furies ofthe wars 
had ſhaken, This good Pilot conſecrated himſelf 
by a Tempeſt, and cook the Government when e- 
very rational man would bave thought of quitting 
it, This was a {ign that he entred into 1t by ways 
very clean, coming in a time when there was more 
matter for compaſlion then ambition. He had no 
other love, bur that ofthe publick good ; he knew 
no other Avarice, but that oftime; nor other plea- 
ſures, but buſineſſes. His firit aim in the Govern- 
ment was to baniſh [dolatry, and to put in vigour 
again the Worſhip of the true God, well knowing 
that rhe moſt fatal. plagues of States come from the 
contempt of Religion. He was 4 man of order , of 
a great underſtanding, and of a powerful ſpeech 
that never fe!l ro the ground, He cauſed ordina- 
rily whatſoever he had a _ co eſtabliſh ſureſt, to 
paſs General Aſſemblies; that what concerned the 
good of every nian m:glit be done by the advice of 
all che Worid.. 

One of the firſt furtionsthat he exerciſed was 
to make an excellent Oration to the people, and ro 
re}] them of their infidelity, making them ſee, That 
God's torſaking them came from that they had for- 
ſaken God ; and that if they would enjoy the f4- 
yours. of his proteQtion, as their Fathers did , they 
ougat nece{ſzrily to baniſh the ſtrange gods,and to 
zbuliſh eternally the names of Baa! and Afarothto 
whom many amongſt them had devoted them- 
ſelves ; 
endure any companion in his Throne, & would not 


vy 


mented the diſaſters that proceeded from ſuch ho- 
ſtilities was ſeized with a great aſtoniſhment , and 
implored tt aid of Samxcl to ſecure them from 
the fury of their adverſaries. This made him have 
a particular refuge to the goodneſs of God, whom 
he invoked by his ardent prayers, and by the ſuta- 
ble Sacrifices which he offered, being a Prieſt by 
an extraordinary miſſion of God, The J/raclites 
encouraged by their ProteRour, beſtir themſelyes 
to reſ:ſt their enemies, and combat them with firm 
iooting'not without great ſucceſs. For by good 
ack it happened that at the ſame time that the bat- 
tel was given, | Samuel was preſenting to God a 
burnt offering for the whole Army , which was fo 
worthily accepted , that the Trumpet of Heaven 
ſounded aloud in great thunderings and menacing 
lightnings that affrighted the Philiſtims and pur 


-them intoa rout, which drew the inhabitants of 


MiZfpahto the glory ofthe Combat, and joyning 
their troops with thoſe that had gone before them, 
defeated the Army of the Phili$tims,and rook from 
them the deſire of hazarding another Bartel, 
Samuel took his time very opportunely and ſee- 
ing them in ſuch a diſpoſition, had to an ho- 
norable peace which he made, by recovering theCi- 
ties which the Phi/:fims had - As in thoſe great 
adyantages of theirArms, This was a moſt wiſeconn- 
ſel,and worthy of that great States-man that knew 
by experience that the Nation of the Philiftims 
was flirring and quarrelfom as much as po. 


, that God the Sovereign Maſter could not 7® ſible ; and that his had need of reſt to ſhut up the 


wound that ſo many ſtranger-wars had opened. 
Further, 
: + 
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Farther, he conſidered that the worſhip of the true 
God periſhed and loſt much of irs luſtre by continu- 
al wars that rendred his Subjedts leſs docile in things 
Divine , and that the Licence of Arms ſtifled the 
Laws and ations of Juſtice. In fine he had regard 
unto himſelf, and was not ignorant that having not 
been breed in the exerciſe of war , he- might ſuc. 
ceed better in the Civil Government, and give 
much more ſatisfaQion to all his people. 

Every thing happened juſt as he had projeRted , 
for this Peace being well limited by his Counſels 
and by his cares,was a ſecond ſource of all bleſſings 
to his Nations. He viſited himſelf in Perſon the C1- 
ties that the Armies had ranſaked , and to whom 
the commerce of the vitorious Philiſtims had given 
ſome bad tin&ure of their Superſtition , and went 
throngh all places as a favourable Conſtellation, 
bringing Light and healthful Influences to his Peo- 
ple. He marked his foot-ſteps with the zeal of Ju- 
tice, and all his journies with publick felicities, 

But we muſt aver that the People is a motly Beaſt 


' that cannot endure war , and yet loath a _ 


peace. Ifit be introuble , it doth nothing but fig 
and groan and ifit hath roo much eaſe , it is only 
to kick and winch. It grows weary of its own fcli- 
cities, and is not ſenſible of its happineſs but by mi- 
ſery, nor taſts it its proſperities but by loſing them, 
The 1[raclites at length diſreliſhed Samuel, andin- 
clin'd under pretence of an err oey ner change the 
Government. The faſhion of this ſa 

cd to them too {imple ; they would fee a Prince of 
the People that ſhonld have more ſtate about his 
Perſon,and that ſhould make a greater noiſe, And 
juſt as the Romans under the Empire Galba lament. 
cd the loſs of Nero, becauſe they were fallen from a 
Court full of Luxury and Diſſolutenels into another 
Face of Government under an old man, that had 
not about him the great Train of an Emperour, and 
that reduc'd theLibertines to theAncientDiſcipline; 


SAMUEL, 


oO 


20 


World was more then two thouſand years before it 
was known what Monarchy or Empire was, The 
Younger were ruled by the Elder with a ſweet and 
amiable diſcretion, in which there was much fſacisfa- 
Aion and ſmall, conſtrain. 

The People of God retained always very near 
this form of Governing , for the Antient Patri- 
archs preſiged over the reſt as Maſters of Families 
more by Reverence then by Command. Zofſes in 
that high Authority that conld do every thing both 
upon Men and upon the Elements , never aſſumed 
the name of King.and his Succeſſours till Samuel his 
time,contented themſelves with the Stile of Judges 
of the People. 

Nimrod was the firſt amongſt the Gextiles that 
uſnrped a new Domination over the liberty of the 
Nations that he ſubdued by Arms , having learned 
in the continual Maſſacres of Beafts, Cruelty to- 
wards men, Not but that Kingdoms and Monar. 
chies ſince that time have been holily inſtituted of 
God ; Bur he hath always willed that Kings ſhould 
learn that there was none but he in the Univerſe of 
all the Creatures that was an abſolute Maſter , ha. 
ving alone the Power to Create, and to Annihilate 
what or whom he pleaſes. This is not permitted to 
the Greateſt Monarchs on the Earth, who remain- 
ing within the bounds of their charges ought to ac- 
knowledge themſelves the Vicegerents and Subſti- 
tutes of God, to Condud Men to their End, make- 


ge Judge ſeem- 30 ing them arrive at the heighth of Felicity , by the 


ways of Juſtice and of Religion. But when the 
ſtray from theſe intentions , and abuſe the Goods, 
the Bloud, and the Lite of their Subjects, as if they 
were the Proprietours of them, and not the Stew- 
ards , they render thernſelves reſponfible ro God's 
Judgment for all the abuſes that are committed in 
the whole Kingdom through their default. 

This change of Government projected by the 7/- 
raelitcs, was not according to God's Heart, who 


So theſe blind 1/>aelites diſguſted a calm and tempe- 40 comforted Samuel and told him, that he ought got 


rate adminiſtration that produc'd good effets with- 
out oſtentation. They took a colour from his age, 
and from: the Offices which he had given his ſons, 
making them by a kind of Reſignation Succeſſours 
of his Office, bur not ofhis virtue , ſeeing that aces 
cording to the publick voice they had behayed 
themſelves but with little honeſty, [tudying more.to 
content their own Avarice , then to render jultice, 
Upon this, they demanded a King whom they offe- 


red themſelves to receive from Samne! his hand, fo 50 


good an opinion had they of his ſincerity, and fo 
much reverence to his Perſon. 

+ This Propoſition touched ſenſibly the heart of 
Sammel , for it is true, that good Officers,although 
they adhere not to their Charges through Ambici- 
on , yet they cannot chooſe but have ſome diſplea- 
ſure, to ſee themſelves put out by a Prince , or an 
ungrateful Common-wealth , afcgr long and faith- 
ful Services, and eſpecially if they are aged. They 
would not have their Ape paſs fora Crime , and 
think that they are always vigorous enough to ac- 
- themſelves of their dury. Bart it is as certain 
that Samuel, that was a manof God,confidered not 


- fo much his own intereſt as the Peoples , which he 


ſaw weary oftheir Liberty,and by a profound infa- ' 


tuation, demand a Yoke, whoſe heavineſs it ſhould 
feel when it had no more the power to ſhake it off. 

To ſpeak ſincerely , the Rule of one man over a- 
notheris a delicate piece; and when God eſtabliſhed 


of Menace and not of Approbation. 


to be ſad for that they were weary of him , ſeeing 
they were weary of God Himſelf which is an Infi- 
nite Goodneſs, and gave him Collegues in his Em- 
pire, He Commanded him to make known tothem 
the Right of a King, which ſhould be; to rake their 
children for his ſervants, and to Employ them on 
ſuch Trades as he ſhould judge fir for the profic of 
his Houſe, to uſurp their Lands and Inheritances to 
accommodate therewith his Minions ; to exat 
Tithes of their Revenues,of their Vines ard of their 
Corn to enrich therewith his Officers, and ina 
word , that he would govern every thing after his 
own Fancy. 

Thoſe that take theſe words asa Right that God 
eſtabliſhed in favour of Kings are very far from the 
ſenſe of the Scripture, for they are ſpoken by way 
Otherwiſe 
we ſhould avouch that, King Ahab had right to 
take away Nabath his Vineyard , for which he was 


60 ſo ſharpely reprehended and fo ſeverely puniſhed, 


with his Wife Queen 7eſabe/. Yetitis moſt Juſt 

That Kings and Sovereigns ſhould have ſome rea- 
ſorabls Tributes from the People to ſupport the 
Majeſty of the Kingdom , to maintain their Famij- 
ly , :to prore& their Subjects againſt Hoſtilities, to 
open them Trading, to give them means to pre- 
ſerve and increaſe their Revenues, to make Friend. 
ſhips, to live peaceably in their Commodities, ard 
to defend them againſt the violent Uſurpers of their 


the Dominion of Adam , he gave him all power o- ,, Goods. 


ver the Creatures , but he would not comprehend *. 


therein the men that ſhould deſcend from him. The 


The School. Dotours, as Cajetas and Cre ro 
gory de Valentia require four Conditions to julltie 
Lmpoſts, 
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Impoſts, The Firſt is, The Power and Authority of 
the Prince. The Second, That they tend toa good 
End. The Third, That they be pn to the a- 
bilicy of the SubjeR. The | ourth, That they be im- 
poſed upon fit Perſons, and rather upon certain 
Marchandiſes, then upon that which is totally ne- 
ceſlary to the Life of Man. 

Samnel failed not well to aggravate to the Peo- 
ple the Burdens that they ſhould undergo by chu. 
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had ſpoken to him, ard whom be had choſen to be 
the King of his People, and entertained him very 
courteouſly, and invited him to the Feaſt, and to 
tarry that night in his houſe without going further, 
and promiſed him that he would tell him all that his 
heart thought on, and as for the Aſſes he needed 
not to trouble himſelf, for they were found again. 
But there were other affairs that concerned him, 
and that would ſuddenly make all the Glory and 


ſing them a King, and the Repentance that they 1oall the Riches of 7/-ael fall into his hands. 


ſhonld have ofic, when the evil ſhould be incura- 
ble. But (It being hard to make them believe Rea- 
{on that never uſe it but when it flatters their own 
will.) The Iſraelites were no way diverted from 
their Propoſition by all poſſible Remonſtrances , 
by: continued to demand a King with great urgen- 
cy, de(iring to be like in that to ſo many other Na- 
tions. They were much like the Frogs in the Fable 
that prayed Jupiter to give them a King, whereto 


The other was extremely ſurpriſed to ſee himſelf 
entreated with ſo much honour, and confeſſed with 
all (incerity the meanneſs of his tamily,and the little 
cauſe that he had to pretend ro ſuch heighths as 
thoſe. But Samuel taking him by the hand, brings 
him with his ſervant into the Hall of the 1 eaſt,- and 
ſets.chem both at the upper end of the Table,where 
there were thirty Gueſts, and cauſed Sax/ to be 
ſerved with all that was moſt exquiſite in the Ban- 


he 2%: ecing, threw into their Lake a great piece of 20 quet that was kept upon a little Hill, very near the 


Wood which much aſtoniſhed them at firſt;but ſee- 
ing it without Motion they deſpiſed it,and faid that 
they deſired a King Robultuous, Attive, and Nim- 
ble, whereupon he gave them a Bird of Prey thar 
ceaſed not to deyour them : After which they made 
great Complaints, but he would hearken to them 
no more. So God cauſed this miſerable People to 
be advertiſed that when they ſhould be weary of 
the Domination of Kings, and that they ſhould de. 


Burgh to which chey deſcended after their repaſlt , 
and Samxel led Sax! into his Houſe, and made him 
lodge that night in his own Chamber. The mor- 
row he conduRed bim to the Suburbs of the City, 
and cauſed his ſeryant to go before, poured on a 
ſuddenupon his head a prectons ointment, and kif- 
ſing him, told him, That God had Anointed him 
King of his People which he ſhould deliver from the 
hand of the Philiſtims. After which he foretold him 


fire another form of Government, he would have 30 many things that ſhould befall him, and gave him 


no ears for their Requeſts. All this inflamed them 
the more, fo refolved were they upon their Mi- 
{cry. 

Samucl being willing to deliver himſelf from 
their Importunities purpoſed tro chooſe them a 
King, and co give him to them with his ownrhand, 
not for any mind that he had to keep yet the Go- 
vernment, bur for the zeal that he had oi the Glory 


- of God and of Juſtice, deſiring that the pains thac 


evident ſigns of the verity of his words. 

| Whenhewas returned, he had a curious Uncle 
that inquired after all that had happened to him, to 
whom he ſpake of the Aſſes; but was very wary not 
to diſcover the.ſecret of the Royalty. Some time 
after Sammel called. a General Aſſembly of all the 
people to proceed to the Eledtion of a King, and 
having diſpoſed all the Tribes of 1/rael for that de- 
ſ3gn, the lot fell upon that of Berxjamin, and upon 


þe had taken co p-ocure peace unto his people, and , © fe Family of AZarr;, andin fine, upon Saul, who 


to preſerve it many years together, might not be 


made unprofitable through the Caprichio's of an e- 
vil Succeſſour that perbaps might take a pride in 
changing all that he had fo carefully eftablifſhcd. He 
did not caſt his eyes upon his own Kindred,to make 
himſelf a creature in whom he might reign accor- 
ding to fleſh and bloud , bur he took by the Order 
of Goda man very ignote, ard little taken notice 
amovslt his brethren. 

Here is a marvellous ſport of Divinity, that calls 
things that are not as things that are,that makes the 
Light break out of Darkneſs, and traces the rayes 


had hid bimſelf, rhat he might not expreſs any am- 
bicion of that Royalty ;, But he was ſuddenly taken 
forth our of the place where he had retired himſelf, 
and was ſhewed to the whole Aſſembly, in which 
there was not a wan that he did not out-pals by all 
the head. 

This rejoyced Samnel, ard made him fay that 
they might plainly ſee that God took a care of their 
affairs 1n that Election, by giving them ſo brave a 
Man that had not the like amongſt all the People, 
whereupon they all cryed, God fave the King. 

After this Eſtabliſhment, Samxel called a ſecond 


of his Glory upon an heap of dirt. Sav/, of the * Aſſembly for his own Diſcharge, whereinhe made 


Tribe of Benjamin, the leaſt amongſt the Hebrews, 
and one of the leaſt qualified in that Tribe,a Coun- 
try. man, into whoſe heart the Court and Royalry 
never entred, not ſo much as in a Dream, went to 
ſeek his Fathers Aﬀes that then were gone aſtray, 
A domeſlick ſervant that was with him, ſeeing that 
he had 1o!t his labour in that ſearch, gives him no- 


a powerfull Oration, declaring to the People the 
Goodneſle and the Favours they had received from 
the Hand of God in all his ConduR,ever fince their 
coming out of Egypt, and made a kind of Recapi- 
tulation of thoſe that had Governed, and delivered 
them from their Enemies even till this time ; Then 
he repeated ts them that they had plucked a King 


rice ihat inthe neichbourins village there was a 60 gut of the hand of God with all importunity, and 


great Per{onage that was ignorant of nothing, and 
that he could well tell them news of their loſs , and 
added, that he had a piece of filver that was worth 
abour ſix pence, which he would make. a preſent to 
him. $4x/conſentsto it, and they go along both 
together into the Village of Ziph, where Samuel 
was that was to be preſent thar day at a Sacrifice 
and a Feaſt that was made among the Principal men, 
Without thinking onir, they meet him, and asked 


that it was not pleaſing to his Divine Majeſty. 
Whereof he gave them a good Pledge, making at 
the inſtant the Voyce of Heaven ſpeak in a great 
rempeſt, which affrighted them ſo much that all de- 
fired pardon of that {in which they would never be- 
fore acknowledge, : | | 

Burt before he came to thoſe Reproaches,he high. 
ly juſtified himſelf, calling them ro give a Teſtimo. 
ny of his Condu& and Converſation amongſt 


of him where was the Prophets houſe. Samaet 7 them, He conjured them to ſpeak before God and 


knew by revclationthatit was he of whom God 


the new King, if he had ever injured tham, or been 
| excellive 
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| The States-men. 
exceſive either, upon their Perſons, or upon their 
Goods, and chat if they had any thing concerning 
his Life, or his Converſation,or the Adminiſtration 
of his Charge, he was ready to give them all ſatis. 
faction, 

The Reverend Old-man melted their hearts, and 
all rendred him the teſtimony of an Honefty and Ju- 
ſtice irreproachable, Thereupon he proteſted that 
he would neyer forget them; and that being out of 


SAMUEL. 


from which he ſhould haye learned the divine Will. 
The ſecond was a furious State. jealouſie, his capi- 
tal devil chat put his Reaſon into a diſorder, and in- 
feed all the pleaſures and contentments of bis life, 
He was but weakto bold an Empire, and govern 
with love, and yet he loved paflionately all that he 
could leaſt compaſs, and would do every thing of 
his own hcad, thinking that the 2ffiſtance of a good 
Council was the diminution of. his Authority. 


his Office, he would offer to God his moſt fervent 10 Sometimes. he was ſenſible of his. detefts, bur in- 


Prayers for their Welfare, and would have a care of 
their Quiet, as far as he ſhould be able, exborting 
them furthermore to remain inviolable in the Re- 
ligion of their Fathers, and in the true Worſhip of 
the Living God, andaſſuring them that he would 
never caſt them off as long as they ſhould adhere to 
him by the' Submiſſion andDuries of true Children, 

The People began to perceive what they bad loſt, 
in the diſcharge of ſo Venerable a Perfon, and were 


ſtead of amending them, he deſired to take away 
the eyes of thoſe men that perceived them, His 
Spirit was little in a great body , his Reaſon bar- 
ren ina multitude of buſineſs , his Paſſtons violent 
with ſmall reſervedneſs , his Breakings out impe- 
tuous ; his Counſels ſudden, ard his Life full of in- 
equalities, 

Samuel had prudently perceived that the Vluli. 
ſtims were dangerous enemies to the State of 7u- 


aſhamed of their precipicarion ; but they were now 20 des , becauſe they knew its weakneſs, and kept ir 


embarked too far, and muſt ſail to the liking of the 
Tempeſt. 

Hereisa great Secret of Divine Policy which 
hath tormented Curions Spirits in their ſearch in. 
ro it, that demand whereforc God (making uſe of 
the Miniſtery of the wiſeſt Man that was at that 
crime on Earth to give a King to his own People, that 
was to be as the Foundation-Stone, and, the Baſis 
ofthe Royalty of 7#dea) made ſoill a choice, that 


in ſubjegiona long time, depriving it of the means 
of thinking fully upon irs liberty. And theretore 
he maintained a peace with them, and uſed them 
courteouſly, gaining all that he could by good 
Treaties, and would not precipitate a War, which 
was to weaken the Iſcaclites without recovery. But 
Sax thought not himſelf an able man, if he had nor 
{poiled all, and wichout making any other proviſion 
of neceſſary things, he made a great levy of Soul- 


he was as it were forced by the deportments of 30 Giers, and a mighty Army to go aguinit t];c ene. 


Sexlto break in pieces his own work. But we 
ought to conſider that in the choice of Princes and 
Sovereigns, God approves not alwayes all that be 
gives,nor gives not alſo all that he approves. There 
are Kings that are you by favour, and others by 
wrath ; Thoſe are ſent ipto the world as Stars, and 
theſe as Comets. He faith in his Propher, That he 
will give a King in his fury, to expiate the ſins of 
his people ; aud S. Gregory bach worthily obſerved, 


that Kings are meaſured out by Providence, accor- 40 


ding to the diſpoſition of the Subjets;. and which 
is more, that God permits the fins of good Kings 
for the chaſtiſement of the people; and thac there is 
ſuch a cennexion'between the manners of the Ma- 
ſter and the Servants, that the fault of the Maſter 
cauſes the wicked life of the Servants, and the good 
life of the Sexyants, the amendment of the Matter, 
God was provoked againkt the Iſraelites by reaſon 
of their Idolatry, of their Obſtinacy, and of their 


mies, in'which there was but two lwords. it was a 
plor that permitted not che Hebrews to have. Ar- 
iorers, nor other men that laboured inIron, tore- 
ly to difarm them,and at the leaſt motion thar they 
ſhould make, expoſe them tor a prey.T heſc afſaulr. 
ed Philiſtims found him buſineſs enough through 
the whole courſe of his Government and Lite, and 
in the end, buricd him with bis children in the ru- 
ines of his State, 

Bur God that would give ſome credit to Samr- 
e/*s choice, ſent at firſt proſperities ro God's people 
urder the condu& of that new King, wherein, that 
which ſcryecd for a glory to that holy man, wos a 
vain baic.to FSazl, to make him enterpriſe things 
that could give him no other ability bur ro deliroy 
himſelf. 

Abour a month after the eleftion 77.haſs the Am- 
monite,raiſed an Army to fall apon the Jabires thar - 
were in league with the people of /-ac/, and thoſe 


Ingratitude towards Sammel, and this was the cauſe go ſecing thar they were not ſtrong enough to reliſt 


that he gave them $a«!, not ſo much to goyern , as 
to- puniſh them, and make them regret the virtue 
of their contemned Prophet by the compariſon of 
the two Governments. He ſuffers alſo Samnel to 
be deceived in that choice , to teach us, that it be- 
longs gnely to the eternal Wiſdome to know, and 
to make turns of State that ſurpals the capacity of 
the ableſt men, 

If the ature of the body made the Excellency of 


ſo terrible an enemy, diſpatched an Embaſlage to 
him to treat about a Peace. But ihat inſolent Prince 
made anſwer to their Embaſſadours, that he would 


+ not make any treaty of Peace with them on any 0- 


ther condition, then by plucking out their right 
Eyes, and covering them with a perpetual ignomi- 
ny. Theſe poor people that were reduc'd aimolt to 
deſpair, implored on all ſides the,aftiflance of their 
naghbours, and failed nor to ſupplicate to the If- 


Kings, Saul (without controverſie) was one of the gg raclites (their friends) to do ſomerhing in their fa- 


chiet ; he had a very fair appearance to the exteri- 
our, but within were found great defects of virtues 
and royall qualities. He was a gilded portall that 
nature had built for an houſe of itraw. The people 
at firſt were raviſhed with him, and meaſuring him 
'by the greatneſs of the body, judged him the prime 
man of their Nation, not ſeeing that making that 
judgment, they preferred a flint before a pearl. The 
firft unhappineſs of his condu& was, that he had nor 


your. Ther Meſſengers being arriv'd at Gibcab, 
related the ſad news of the cruelty of Nahaſ,thar 
filled the people with fear and tears. fax! reiurn- 
ing from the fields, was driving his oxen, when hear. 
ing the greans of his Subjects, demanded the caule 
of ir,and having been informed ,entred into fo grea: 
a ragear the putilefs extremi:tes of that herce Am- 
momte,that he inſtantly tore 1n pieces his two oxen, 
and ſent the pieces of rhem through ail the Cities 


an heart tor God, bur for his own intereſt;and that 70 and Villages of his Dominion, commanding every 
one to follow him to revenge that injury, other- 
wiſe their cattle ſhould be dealc with, as he had 
; : | I yrg 

Goie 


he did not unite himſclf cloſe enoagh to Samurl, 
that had made him King, and that was the Oracte 


764, 


done with his two Oxen, The 1/raclites mov'd, 
partly by compaſſion , and partly alſo by tear of 
thoſe tnenaces , poured out themſelves from all 
parts to this War in ſuch a ſor:, that he had got to- 
gether three hundred thouſand men, He divided 
. into three Battallions, -and went to meet the 
Ammenite, whom he ſet upon ſo vigorouſly, and 
combared ſo valiantly, that he totally defeated his 
Army, and hurabled that proud Giant that thought 


on nothing but putring out men's eys, making him 1 


know that pride goes before reproach, as the light- 
ning before the thunder. 

All the great people that compos'd that Army 
returned unto their houſes, and Sam retained on- 
ly three thouſand men, whereof he-gave one thou- 
ſand to his Son Jenathay, that was a man full of ſpi- 
rit and generoſity, and far better liked then his Fa- 
ther Saxl. 
ble for ſo great Enemies, yet he had a courage to 
aſſault a place of the Philiftims q 
Garriſon.: whereat they being pricked > yp 
meaſure, betake themſetves into the field with an 
Army, in which there were thirty thouſand Cha- 
riots of War, and people without end : whereat 
the 1/raclites were fo affrighted , that all ſcatter'd 
themſelves, and went to hide themſelves in Caves, 
ſo that there remained bur about fix hundred men 
with Sax!, who marched with a ſmall noiſe, and 
durſt nor appear before his Adverſaries. Samael 
had promiſed to ſee him within ſeven days , 
crifice to God, and enconrape the people, 

But Saw ſeeing that the ſeventh day iwas come 
without having any tidings of him, takes himſelf the 
burn: Offering, offers the Sacrifice, and plays the 

Prieſt, without having any Miſfion either ordina- 
ry or extraordinary. AS ſoon as he had made an 
end of burning the Rolocauſt, Same! arrives, to 
whom he related , how that ſeeing all the people 
debauch themſelves and quit the Army , and how 
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This Militia was too little conſidera- - 


into which they had retired thetnſelves, to ranfe 
themſclves about Sax/'s perſon , who was thereby 
tranſported with ſuch an ardonr, that he conjur'd 
all his Army to follow the Philiftims ( without 
drinking or cating ) till they were all deſtroyed, - 

This was a precipitation of his unequal ſpirit and 
a true Chimzra : yet deſiring to make that paſs for 
Zeal which was a pure Paſsion , he would needs 
cauſe his Son Fovathay to be putto death , for ha- 


o ving ſucked a little honey at the end of his Rod. 


but the people reſcued him out of his hands , and 
deſifted to purſue the Philiſtims, being not ina con. 
ditioa to fight with them. 

Some time after, Samuel exhorted him to enter - 
prize a puiſſant War againſt the Amalckires(ſworn 
Enemies of the people of God ) and conjur'd him 
to make every thing paſs through the edge of the 
Sword, without ſparing any body : and above all, 
to reſerve nothing of the booty that ſhould be 


and routed their 20 made upon them , that ſhould not be conſumed 


with fire, To this, Saa/ ſeem'd to be inclin'd with 
vigour, and raiſed an Army of more then two hun. 
dred thouſand men: ſo great was the weight of the 
Authority , when Sa»e/ put himſelf into party. 
He fell fuddenly upon the Amalckites and deteated 
them with a general rout, ſo far, as to rake their 
King priſoner : but be contented- bimſelf with de- 
ſtroying and burning all that was caytiff and tnpro- 
ficable, reſerving Aguo the King with the beſt 


to ſa» 30 Flocks and Herds, and choiceſt moveables. In the 


mean while , he was ſo much pufc up with this Yi. 
Rory, that he cauſed an Arch of Triumph to be e- 
reed to himſelf, and ſpread himſelf in the vanities 
of his ſpirit, while God was thinking of rejeRing 
him, and giving Orders to Samwe/ totell him his 
unhappineſs. Yet Sx (blind in his fin) received 
the man of God into his Camp with an extraordi- 
nary joy, vauncing bimſelf for having efficaciouſly 
fulflled the commandment of God ;, and while he 


that being preſſed by his Enemics, ina time where- 4 Was ſpeaking ir, the voice of the Flocks that he had 


init beboved them to have recourſe to prayer be. 
fore they gave battel, he was perſwaded that God 
would like well enough that in the neceſſity , and 
long abſence of Samxe!, be ſhould perform the Of- 
fice ofa Prieſt by preſenting the burnt Offering, 
which he had done with a good intention, without 
pretending to uſurp any thing upon his office. $4- 
ze rebuked him ſharply for that ac,on, to ſhew, 
that there is no pretence nor neceſſity that is able 


put aſide was heard : whereupon Samxel ſaid; 
What means this Cartel that ſtrikes my ears with 
its bleatings ? To which he anſwered , that he had 
reſerved them expreſly for an Offering to the li. 


| ving God. But Sawye! replied, That there was no 


Sacrifice ſo pleaſing ro God as' Obedience, and, 
thar fin, which was contrary to him, was a kind of 
Idolatry : and that ſince he had deſpiſed the Word 
of God, he ſhould be caſt off, and deprived of the 


ro juſtifie a ſin, and that it no way belongs ro 56 Kingdom ;, whereat he being aſtoniſhed, confeſſed 


Lay-pcople to meddle with the Cenſer, and ro do 
the FunQions that regard the Prieſts. Then Same! 
fore-to!d him that his Kingdom ſhould nor be ſta- 
ble, and that God would provide himſelf another 
that ſhould' be a more religious obſerver of his 
Law : thereupon he left him for a time, and Sax/ 
having recolleed all the people that he could, en- 
deavoured to oppeſe the Enemy. 

The brave fonathan accompanied with bis Ar. 


that he had offended, hearkning more to the voice 
ot the people, then to that of God , ard beſeeched 
Samwel to excuſe hisfin , to bear with bis infirm. 
ties, and to go with him to the Sacrifice to adore 
God in fipn of reconciliation. Whereto Fame! re- 
plied, that he would have no more any. thing com. 
mon with a man whom God had abandon'd, and 
ſaying this, Reps forward , ard turns his back to 
him : the other lays hold on the Fringe of his Robe 


mour-bearer, found a way toclimb over Rocks, 66 which remained in his hands, which when the Pro. 


and to ſurprize a Court of Guard of the Phil; 
ffims , which they thought had been inaccefsible, 
which pur them in a terrible fright, imagining that 
thoſe that had got ſo far had grear Forces, though 
they did not yet appear, 

This brought their Army into a confuſton , and. 
God alſo putting his hand far into the buſineſs, 
filld them with ſuch an amazement, that their 
Ranks being indiſorder, they killed oge another 
without knowing their own party. 
of 1/- acl having received inte!ligence of that Rout, 
take beart again, and get them out of the Caves, 


The people 70 


phet ſaw, Behold (ſaid he) how your Kingdom ſhall 
be divided .and given to a better then your ſelf. The 
Triumpher of 1/-ae/, the true God of Hoſts is not 
as a man, to change his purpoſes , and repent him 
of his counfels. The King bumbled himſelf a. 
gain acknowledging his fault, and beſeeching Sa- 
»wuel earneſtly not to leave him, but to render 
him the ordinary reſpe& before the Princes ofthe 
Peopie, and ro come and worſhip God with 
him. Samzel, fearing the diſorder of the Ar- 
my , conſented for that time, but afterward ne- 
yer ſaw Sal any more to the day of his death, 

He 


Bits 


—_— _ 


Part 5. 


The $ tates-nien, 

He ceaſed not to weep bitterly for him,confider- 
ing that he chat had been choſen by his hand had 
come to ſo little good, and had carried himſelf with 
ſo much contempt of the Commandments of (zod. 
This wounded his heart, and would not let him put 
an end to his mournings, till his great Maſter com- 
forted him, and ſuggeſted David to him, who 
ſhould fill up worthily che place that Samnel was 
about to loſe by his iniquity. And (indeed . he per. 


DANIEL, 


the deportments of that furious $4m1, that made of 
one wickedneſs a degree to paſs unto arother, in- 


venting every on new burcheries to cement his" 
lf 


Throne with the blood of his brethren, He melted 
himſelf with compaſſion for his poor David, ſeeing 
Saxl's Sword _ bur by a little thread , always 
ready to fall upon his innocent head. He deplored 
the miſcries of the poor people which he could not 
any longer remedy, and palling over again in his 


formed then a bold enterprize going to Bethlehem, 10 remembrance all the vicifſirudes of man's life, and 


under colour of a Sacrifice, and Anointing David 
King in $z/'s life-time , although that deiign was 
ſecret, that it might be managed with more ſuc. 
ceſs, After that time San/ was left vifibly by God, 
poſſeſſed with an evil ſpirit, and gnawed perpetu- 
ally with jealoufies of State, which the perſon of 
David cauſed in him by reaſon of his valour and 

reat virtues, as I ſhall declare in the following E- 

ogy. Inthe mean while,  Samnel lived retired 


from Court, without meddling with State-affairs : 20 for him, to render 


and Saxl, by bisdeparture changed the (ins of Va- 
nity and of Fearfulneſs into Sacriledges and Maſ- 
ſacres, letting looſe the bridleto his fury , to re- 
rain the phantaſm of an Empire that flew out ot his 
hands. Good Same! ceaſed not in his ſolitude to 
bewail two Kings that he had made, looking upon 
one as an Homicide, and the other as a Sacrifice of 
death, He was afflited inconſolably to hear of 


. the treacheries of the Court,he had an ardent thi & 


todepart ont of this world, to go to find Innocence 
in the boſom of his Fathers, God heard him, and 
drew him to himſelf by a peaceable death the ſe- 
venty and ſeyenth year of his age, the eight and 
thirtiech of his Government, and the ſeventh 
after his retreat from Court, He was mourned and 
lamented for, by all the people, as the Father of his 
Country, and wn, res Funerals were made 

im a teſtimony at his death of 
the commendable ations of his holy and generous 
life, Saul remained yet two years upon the Throne 
aſter him, - and the Even before his great over- 
throw, the Soul of -Sawxe/ returned from Lim- 
bas, not by the work of the Pythoneſs, but by the 
will of God, and ſpake to him and cold him of his 
diſaſter, as I have ſaid in the Maxim of the Immor- 
tality of Souls, 


D A N 


Aniel entred into the Court by Captivi- 
ty, ftayed there by Mortification , 
made himſelf known by Prophecy, and 
there alſo rendred himſelf renowned 
by = Virtues, To comprehend this, it is ne- 
ceſlary to know , that the little _— of 7u- 
dea was ordinarily very much expoſed to the Ar- 
mies of the Afſyrians, which God had choſen to be 
the ſcourges and theinſtruments of the Juſtice that 
he exerciſed upon the ſins of his people. 
Nebuchadnez,zar thas reigned in that Monarchy 
ſix hundred years before the Nativity of our Lord, 
fell upon Paleſtine with a mighty Army , took and 
pillaged, the City of 7er»/alcm , carried awa 
King 7ehojakim , with the richeſt Veſlels of the 
Temple, and abundance of priſoners of the moſt 
noted men, amongſt which was Dazie! , accom- 
panicd with other young Children of a good Pa- 
renrage. 


BD: er 
Page, was at that time fourſcore and ten years old, 
which would be a great impertinency, 

Yer it is credible that he was deſcended from ſome 
Son or ee ny of the ſame King ; but however, 
one may aſlure that he was of the Blood royal, ſee- 
ing the King had expreſly ordered,that the children 
that were to appear before him for hjs ſervice ſhould 
be taken out ot that quality. Beſides bis eminent 
birth, he was endowed with a very gentle faſhion, 


King 10 knowing according to his age, dextrous in the exer- 


ciſes of the Court, of a ſweet and prudent ſpirit,ve- 
ry different from the temper of him that we propo. 
ſed in the precedent Elogy. Bur to ſpeak ſincerely, 
if a | go man ought to be conſidered as a Temple, 
theſe exteriour qualities make but the Portal:there 
are others in the underſtanding and in the will, that 
compoſe the Myſteries of the SanQuary, 

This young child was endowed with a great intel- 
ligence 1n things of Faich and Religion,and of a chaſt 


The King gave charge to Aſppenaz chief Gen- 20 fear of God, and of rare virtues, that ſurpaſſed far 


tleman of his Chamber , to chooſe bim Pages of 
Royal Extraction, well made , without any ble- 
miſh or diſgrace, as well of mind as body, that 
ſhould be verſed in Arts befitting the Nobility, 
well learn'd in Exerciſes, docile, and well govern- 
ed, and that he ſhould teach them the Chaldeax 
Tongue, which was the I.anguage of the Kingdom, 
that they might wait upon him in his Chamber, 
Aſppenaz, having proceeded in the buſineſs with 


the ability of his age. W ho can ſufficiently commend 
that which he did at his entrance into the Court 
with his companions, that took light from his ſpirit, 
and ſtrengch from the imitation of his courage ? 
They were now from the ſiege of an hunger- bitten 
City, from a long voyage, and abundance of wea- 
riſom toils , they find themſelves ſuddenly in the a- 
bundance and delicacies of a magnificent Courr, 

where they were to be fed as the other Pages, with 


much conſideration, reſolved to take Damie/, and 30 the Viands that were ſerved up to the King's table, 


his three Companiens, Ananias, Azariar , and 
Aliſacl, From hence one may colle& , that this 
young Child was endowed with moſt excellent 
qualities for the converſation of the world, and the 
life of the Court. Some haye perſwaded them- 
ſelves that he was the Son ,of King Hezekiah , but 
it is without foundation, and with ignorance of the 
Chronology, ſeeing that if this opinion were true , 


Youth hath ordinarily a great inclination to a 
ſenſual life, and to content all its appetites ; fo that 
there are ſome that ſeem not to eat to live, bur rs 
live to eat, Yet theſe young children made a firm 
reſolution to abſtain from all che delicious food that 
was ſerved upto Nebachadnezzar's table, whetber 


| for the fear that they had,leſt they ſhould have been 


offered unto Idols, or for the love of temperance; 


it muſt be interred, chat Daniel that is here dealt yo they earneſtly beſceched the Maſter of the Pages to 


with as a Child, and choſen for Neb«chadnexzar s 


entertainthem with nothing but with pulſe:&wh-n 
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be feared leſt that uſage ſhould make them lean, one ſcared , but aſſuring himfelf of Gods prote- 
and that the King ſhould perceive it, they prayed Qtion, he preſented himſelf ro the Captain of 
him to try them for the ſpace of ten days, aſſuring the Guard, praying him to make ſome ſurceaſe u 

him,thar living in ſach a manner, they ſhould be full on that rigorous Edi& , and not to dip his hands in 
of health and vigour. This was verihed by experi- bloud by the death of ſo many men , butto per- 
ence, and when they were to appear in the preſence mit him only ro preſent himſelt to the King , and 
of the King, they were found in good plight,aQive, be hoped to give him all content, Inchis be ſhew. 


and well inſtru&ed above all the reſt, | ed himſelf very prudent , there = nothing ber. 
Pale 64. ]he Prophet ſaich, 7 hat the beanties of the deſart ter in troubleſome affairs and very ſuddain , then 
T—__ ral be fat and fruitful: ſothoſe bodies that are roto bring ſome retardment , whilit the ſpirit may 
ſerv. as deſarts, deprived 01 the fat and of the abundance give it ſelf leifurero cometo it ſelf again, and to 


that a voluptuous life miniſters to the delicate, have find expediments to get out of an ill way. He ſpake 
a certain bleſſing of God, that infuſes into them an to the ny , Expretfing much compatlion even for 
health, a grace , and a beauty , ſutable ro a good them that bore him envy , and deſired ſome dela 
temper. Do we not ſee thar all thoſe birds of prey which was very reaſonable, to reſolve ſo crabbed a 
that feed themſelves with the fleſh of beaſts, ſend Queſtion. | 
forth an horrid cry? but the Nightingales that live Now when he ſaw well that it paſſed the capa. 
innocently by ſome little ſeeds ot plants, ſing melo- city of any created ſpirit , he had recourſe to the 
diouſly. Daniel! was made to charme the earof a Creatour by moſt humble and moſt fervent pray- 
great King by his diſcourſes, to hive in contemplati- 20 ers , which he recommended alſo to bis dear Com- 
ons and in lights; he would bave nothing rodo panions, that all conſpiring to the fame delign , 
with the ſmoak and ill vapours of Nebachaduez- they might the more eatily obtain the mercy and 
z4r*s Kitchin, the illymination ot God in ſo great and fo pro- 
He was full three years under this Maſter of the found a ſecret. . 't is thus thac good men pro. 
Pages, Praying, Faſting, keeping the Law of God, ceed in all buſineſſes of importance , diftruſting 
learning the Language of the Country and the all their own managery if it be not directed from 
Modesof the Court. This time being expired, he on high, Their prayers redoubled day and night, 
was preſented to the King amongſt other chil- one npon the other , forced Heaven with a pious 
dren of divers Nations , who liked him exceeding wioolence , and the Dream with its Interpretation 
well , with his companions, and found that he e- 30 was revealed to Daxie! in the midft of his moſt 
minently ſurpaſſed the capacity of all thoſe of the ardent Devotions. He felt his ſpirit touched with 
Country, and of the reſt that were nouriſhed with a glimpſe of the firſt light, and ſaw as ina mir- 
him. When he was advanced inage , and now ap- rour , all that bad pafled in Nebachaduezzar's 
roaching to thirty years, it pleaſed God to render mind with ſuch a certainty , ,as permitted him not 
bim very famous'at the Court, as another oſeph, to doubt of it. Then he was not like Archimedes 
by the Interpretation of a Dream, who baving found ſome ſecret of the \'athema- 
King Nebachadyezzar had a great Viſion in his ticks, as he was in a Bath, leapt out all naked 
fleep which very much diſquicted his mind; for by a ftrange tranſport , crying through the ſtreers, 
there remained in him an Idea that he had dreamt 7 have fonnd it , I have found it. This is ordi.. 
of ſome magnificent thing, but his Dream was eſca- ye nary to ſpirits that have nothing in their head but 
ped from him, and he could by no means unfold ir, vanity , but holy Damie! cryes out thereon , Lec 
whether he ſaid true, or whether he diſſembled, ro rhe name of God be bleſſed for ever , for to him be- 
try his Divinersand all thoſe that undertook ro longeth wiſdome and ſtrength... It is be that diſtri. 
foretel hidden things. He makes a great Aſſembly buteth wiſdome to the'rrue Sages , and that be= 
of the Sages of the Country in his Palace, te know fſtows knowledge on thoſe that range themſelves 
of them what it was that he had dreamed , wherear under his Diſcipline. It is he that reveals things 
theſe men were very much aſtoniſhed , androld hidden in the moft deep abyſles, and knows that 
him with all humility , that no man ever dealtſfo which is buried in the moſt thick darkneſs, and 
with the Interpreters of Dreams , but that the light dwells perpetually with him. I praiſe thee, 
ordinary manner was to declare the Viſion, and 5, and I confeſs thee from the botrome of my heart 
then ſeek for the Interpretation. * | the God of my Fathers, that haſt given this ftrength 
This King that was of an impetuous and extra- of ſpirit , and this underſtanding to penetrate the 
vagant ſpirit, ſaid, that he was not contented with King's ſecret. 
that trivial faſhion of telling his Dreams, to give He ſpake' many ſuch like words , and rifing 
them matter of inyenting afterward ſuch'an Inter- from his prayer , he went to ſeek the Captain 
pretation as they would , bur that the true ſecret of the Guard , whom he beſought to fave the 
of the Science was to divine the Dream it fel Sages of Babylon, and to cauſe no more to die, 
The Magicians replied, that there was none but the becauſe he had found out the ſecret that was 
Gods that could give a reſolution of that , and that 1earched after by the Prince ; which the other 
their commerce was far diſtant from ours, The , received with much joy , and failed not imme» 
King thereupon ſent them away with anger ; and ©9 diately to carry news of it to the King, who 
without giving vent to his choler , reſolved to rid cavuſed Daniel to be called, of whom he deman- 
himſelf of all the Diviners in bis Kingdom , having &ded the performance of his promiſe. Then the 
alreidy given command to his Captain of the Prophet uſing a great prudence and a ſingular 
Guard to put them all todeath. Allof them fled, modefty excuſed all the Sages of Chaldea that 
and were exaQly ſearched for, Daxie! that was could not find out the King's ſecret thoughts , 
thought to make profeffion of theſe extraordinary and vaunted not himſelf ro know them by his 
Sciences was involved in the ſame danger, there be- own ſufficiency , but by the inſpiration of rhe 
ing no want of wicked minded men, that ſeeing hm God whom he adored. 'In which , he expreſ- 
ſufficiently in rhe favour of the King endeavoured _ ſed a great Wiſdome and a generons Humility , 
#”- todeftreybimin thatoccafion. _ od . not giving any Praiſe to himſelf, but transferring 
fle would not ſuddainly forſake the Court, as allthe Glory to the living God, that he might work 
' In 
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in the King an high eſteem of the true R pgos. 
$. Gregory ſaith, That thoſe that ſeek their own 
fory in the Commiſſion they have from Gol, are 
Pike thoſe that eſpouling (in quality of proxies) a 
wife by order of their after, would play the Hus- 
bangs,nor contenting themſelves to be ſimple Com- 
miſfioners. Daxie/ abhorred ſuch proceedings, be- 
cauſe he was a ſtar that would ſhew his Sun, and 
would not be ſeen bimſelf but by his favour, He 
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thirteen or fourteen hundred years before.. That 


Golden Head of the Statue was the chief Monar- 
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chy of the World, founded (as *tis held) by Be- 


lus whom Ninus his. ſon conſecrated tor a God, 
cauſing a great ſtatne of gold to be erected for him, 
which had eyes counterteited of certain- precious 
ſtones that were afterwards called. Be/xs his eyes. 
This Ninn: took to wife a maid that came from no 
thing, named Semramss, that gained him by her 


made then a large diſcourſe to the King his maſter, '® charms, and reigned aftec him 1n a moſkjimperious 


and told him bis Dream, which was touching that 
famous Statue, that had an head of Gold, a breaſt 
and arms of Silver, a belly and thighs of Copper, 
legs of Iron, and feet partly of Jron and partly of 
Earth : and added, that whilſt the King beheld it in 
his Dream, he ſaw a little ſtone come froma great 
monntain that ſtrook the, feet of the Statue and 
tumbled it down immediately ſcattering the Gold, 
the Silver, the Copper, the Iron, and the Farth as 
ſmall chaffe diſſipated by a whirlewind , and that 
that little ſtone changed it ſelf in an inltant into a 
huge Mountain,and filled the whole earth, 

After he had ſo ſubtlely rouched the Viſion of the 
Prince, making him remember all that his imagina- 
tion had framed, he deſcended to the particulari- 
ries of the !nterpretation, and ſaid, That he was 
the Golden Head of that Statue, God having made 
him a King of kings,and having giuen him Strength, 


DO ” 
Rule, and Glory, with a Power over the Farth in- 


way, tll ſuch time as ſhe was aſſaſfinated.by her 
own ſon, when ſhe incited him to a moſt enormous 
in. This ſon that was called Ninias, was eſteemed 
bur litcle,and followed with about two; and thirty; 
{1t-ftill Kings, che laſt of which was $arderepalus, 
that was ſpinning out his diſtaffe amongſt the wo- 
men of his Seraglio, when he was ſurpriſed; þy a re- 
volt of two of lis Captains, and burnt himſc)f with 
all his moſt precious wealth, that he might leaye to 


29 his conquerours nothing elſe but aſhes. 


This Monarchy ofthe Afyrians was then divided 
into two Kingdomes by thoſe two Chiets that con- 
ſpircd againſt theirValter. Arbaces tookthe Medes, 
and Beleſzs the Chaldeans , our of this Belews iflu- 
ed thirteen Kings, amongſt which Ncbuchadnezzar 
and Belſhazzar : Arbaces was followed by nine,the 
laſt of which was Afyages. 

Theſe ewo Kingdomes were afterward'incorpo. 
rated into one ſole Monarchy of the Perſians, figu- 


habired by men, over the birds of the air, and the zo red by the vilyer, founded by Cyr#s, whom God 


beaſts of the field. Then he advertiſed, rhat after 
him ſhould come a Kingdome leſs then his, thar 
ſhould be as Silyer in compariſon of Gold: And 
after that ſecond ſhould ariſe a third, reſembling 
Braſs, that ſhould command over the whole earth : 
And after that a fourth, which as Tron, ſhould ſub- 
due and break in pieces all that it ſhould meet with, 
And as for that that he had ſeen the Feer of the Sta- 
tue compoſed of Tron and Clay, it meant, that there 


ſeemed to lead by the hand to the conqueſt of Na- 
tions, and to give him happineſs ac his diſpoſal, to 
follow no more any bur his ſtandards, His Monar- 
chy reckoned two hundred years, and fourteen 
Kings, when under Darias, one of the greateſt ſpe- 
Racles of the inconſtancy of humane things, it was 
buried by che Grecians, after five millions of men 
had been conſumed in three battels. 


A'exaxder founded this third Empire, repreſent- 


ſhould be a great inequality and diſproportion in 40 cd by the Braſs,and did chat great maſter-wo: k, by 


that laſt Empire, by reaſon of the mixture of very 
differing parts that could not be fitted well toge- 
ther. In fine, that God would raiſe up a Kingdome 
of Heaven, fignified by that little Stone, char ſhould 
cruſh the other Kingdomes , and ſhould remain 
ſtable ro all Eternicy. 

1 he King was ſo tranſported with Daniel's diſ- 
courſe,char he roſe ſuddenly from his Throne, and 
bending with his face to the earch, worſhipped him, 


which he ſeemed to have been born onely to ſhew 
golterity to what point of greatneſs a man may ar- 
rive by the heighth of his enterpriſes,and the vigour 
of his arms. The courſe of his Reign ended in twelve 
years, and ſo many conqueſts were bounded by a 
glaſs of poyſon. His Princes ſhared diyerſly the Emi 
pire, who after they had dipped their ſwords ſo ma- 
ny times in the bloud of the Barbarians, waſhed 
themin their own, and tore one another by hor- 


commanding thar Sacrifices and Incenſe ſhould be gg Nible civi! Wars, 


offered to him, and publiſhing highly chat his God 
was the God of gods, and the Lord of kings, to 
whom alone it belonged to reveal Myſteries, ſince 
he could penetrate into ſuch a ſecrer. ; 
. Wiſdome was never upon fo high a Throne, as to 
ſee the proudelt of Monarchs at her feet. Yet Dani- 
/ well knew how to moderate the tranſports of 
his ſpiric, and by ſhewing him the nothing of che 
creature to draw him to the worſhip and honour of 
the Creatour which was the maſter of Knowledge, 
and ſource of all pure Light. Theſe are the wonders 
of the Sovereign Monarch,to con(ider,that a young 
man that came to that Court 'as a flave ſhould find 
there ſuddenly in the eſteem of his Prince the qua- 
lity of a God , he was ſhut up continually in his 
chamber, and his ſpirit walked chrough the whole 
Univerſe-; he was a Caprive;and faw Kings pals be- 
fore him as the Dream of a mig, 

For,rep-cſent to your ſelves with what wildome 


rinally, the Roman Empire was that Tron which 
brake the Gold, the Silver, and the Copper, and 
{wallowed up all the V'onarchics to contribure to 
irs greatneſs, Bit there was a mixture of Clay 
and Iron in this that ſo many ſtranger-Kings (thar 
were effeminated by lyxury) were adjoyned to 
the invincible force of that courageous . Nation. 
This was not well founded, there was need of an 
eternal Kingdome, which began ar the Birth of our 
Lord, feven hundred years after the foundation 
of the City of Rowe, and is exerciſed after a ſpi- 
ritual and eminent manner to the end of all 
Ages. 

1 have deſired to trace out this in a few lines, to 
verific the Interpretation that Daniel gave-to Ne- 
bichadne22ar's Dream, and the great lights thac he 
communicated to him about the eſtate of the Em- 
pires of the earth, The King in this conſideration 
could not fatishe himſelf with admiring of him, and 


and with what grearneſs of conceprions he faw in 90 raiſed him unto moſt high degrees of honour, nia- 


one onely Dream that which. ſhould extend beyond 
fix hundred years, and that which bad been doing 


king him as Vice-Roy of all the Provinces of his 
kingdome, the chief Magiftrate, and the Prince of 
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the Council of the Sages. He was conſtrained to 
accept all this by reaſon of the imperious bumour 
of his Maſter , who in his firſt motions would no 
way be contraried , but he fo ordered the bufineſs, 
that his cares were divided amongſt bis dear com- 
panions, to whom he cauſed Offices in the Provin- 
ces to be beſtowed , whilſt he was always about the 
Kings perſon,  _ : 
But it ſeldome happensthat good men are raiſed 
at Court but that God makes them know by ſome 
revolution or other, the brittleneſs of all the glory 
of the world, Scarce bad they taſted the firſt-truits 
of the honour due to their merit, but the Prince al. 
ways puffed up with bis viRtories, and pricked with 
an bigh eſteem of greatneſs,without having any re- 
membrance 6f lic Condu of his Empire that had 
bin repreſented to him in his Dream,cauſes a golde 
Statue of ſixty cubits high to be erected for himſelf, 
that ſhould be one of the moſt ſormidable Coloſ. 


God which they ſerved was the Sovereign Ma- 
ſter of all Kings , that nothing was impoſſible 
to his power , that it was moſt eaſie for him to 
draw them out of a danger ſo evident , but hap- 
pen what would, they would never be fo baſe 
and cowardly as to betray their Faith, and bely 
their Religion. 
What cannot Reſolution do ? what cannot Cou- 
rage do ? What cannot true Piety do ? And what 
ro docs not the Spirit of God ? That three children 
that were ſtrangers amidſt ſo many millions of Infi- 
dels that environed them as enraged wolves amidſt 
the thundring angers of an inexorable King, - the 
horrible faces of hangmen, whilſt the flames of the 
fornace into which they were ſuddenly to be thrown 
flaſhed over, to the horrour and trembling eyen of 
thoſe that were. without danger , ſhould ſtand as - 
three rocks immoveable to all theſe violent ſha- 
kings ! What menacesdid this wicked King employ 


ſas's that had been ever ſeen. And as it was the 20 to make himſelf to be feared ! What ſweetneſles 


cuſtome to make great Ceremonies at the Dedica- 
tion of theſe Teſtimonies of honour that were given 
to Kings , he ſummoned all the principal men of 
his whole Kingdom, the Governours, and the Offi- 
cers of his Crown. One reades not that Daniel had 
any thing todo withic, beir , that he was abſent 
upon ſome great employment , or beit that he a- 
voyded that occurrence by a ſhift : But his Com. 
panions were ſent for thither, becauſe that the great 
credit that they had by the recommendation of Da- 
micl had already drawn upon them the enyy of thoſe 
of the Country, who ſought for nothing bur an oc- 
caſion to deſtroy them. 

; They might deliberate among themſelves whe- 
ther it were not permitted to render an honour 
purely civil to ihe Statue of a King , and conclude 
with reaſon , that ſuch an ation tended not to the 
ſin of Idolatry. They could not be ignorant that 
the Prophet Elia granted leave to Naaman the 


$yriay to accompany the King his Maſter to the yo not thoſe ſame men that were newly thrown into 


Temple of the Idols, and even to bend the knee, 
not with a deſign to do homage to the falſe God, 
but with an intention to hold up his Prince whilſt 
he leaned upon him, as was his cuſtome. This ai- 
on ſeemed more bold, becauſe here is mention of a 
place wherein worſhip was rendred to an imagina- 
ry Deity, and alchough that this Naamas had 
neither heart nor adoration for it, yet thoſe that 
ſaw bim bow before that Abornination , might in- 


 ferr;that he periſhed in his Superſtition , yer for all 


that, the Propher grants him in this thing all that 
he defired. By a julter title ſeems it, that theſe here 
ought not to have moved fo furiousa tempelt a- 
&:inft their Nation for lack of doing reverence to 
the Image of a King. 

Nevertheleſs, theſe three young men, after they 
had conſidered that the King pretended to cauſe 
himſelf ro be adored in that Statue as a God, filled 
with a ſenſe of their Religion, whiles ſome ſuffered 


themſelves to go to that adoration, and others fled 60 lumny changed her ſelf into Adoration , Rage into 


for fear of co:ments , preſented chemſelyes to the 
King , and proteſted loudly that they were the (er- 
vants of the living God , and that they ſhould hold 


. it for a great ſin to render the honour that is due to 


him, to an Idol. 

The. King was ſuddainly moved with choler , 
and threatned to cauſe them to be. burnt alive 
if they obeyed not , and that there was no 
God either in Heaven or upon Earth that 
ſhould be able to deliver them out of his hands. 
Theſe gallant Princes not beirs able to endure 
this b'aſphemy , anſwered conſtantly , that the 


50 ſhall be ſo hardy as to blaſpheme him,ſhould be pu- 


and allurements to make himſelf be. beloved ! And 
yet they remain inflexible to rigours, and impreg. 
nable to careſſes. They are caft into thoſe fiery 
coals that bore a true repreſentation of hell , to en.. 
dure the ſharpeſt of pains, and they find there the 
moſt ſenſible of pleaſures, The fire forgets it ſelf to 
be fire, the fornace ſtrows it ſelf with lowers , the 
gentle breathings of the South. winds temper the 
ardour of the flames, and that which was the moſt 

30 rigorous of puniſhments, becomes a Throne of 
honour , upon which theſe three Champions ſpeak 
as Oracles,and all the Creatures charge them(clyes 
into cars to hear them. 

The King that was there preſent , and that had 
ſeen them thrown in faſt bound and manacled, when 
he ſaw them walk all three , aſſiſted with a fourth 
that was the Angel of God, in that great and horri- 
ble fornace as in a meadow enamelled over with 
flowers,demanded of his Princes whether they were 


the fire, and whence it could come to pals that that 
Element ſhould change its ratvre for them, after it 
had devoured their executioners, Hedraws near to 
the fornace, be calls them by their names, and com. 
mands them to come to him, to ſee if they were not 
ſpirits looſed from the body. They come forth, he 
embraceth them, he is in an extaſie tor joy, and con- 
leſſes with a loud voyce , that the God of thoſe 
Childrenis the true God ; and ordains, that he that 


niſhed.with death, and his houſe confiſcated, 

What triumph was ever fo glorious as that of 
the true Religion, that then made viſible her Gran- 
deurs to the fight of all the Infidels in her Captivi- 
ty, and when one would have thought her dead, 
wrote her praiſes in charaQers of fire? The No. 
bles came abont theſe three Princes, conſidered 
their babits,the hair of their heads, their fleſh, their ; 
skin, aud found that every thing was entire, Ca- 


Aſtoniſhment,and thoſe that were thought loft and 
reduced to nothing, ſaw themſelves contierited by 
their puniſhments. 

This ſhould have converted the King, and all 
his Nation, to the Worſhip of the true God , 
and yet (theſe chains that Keep men bound in 
their Superſtition for a long time, aud by dee 
rooted habits being almoſt indiffoluble) every 
thing remained in \the ſame condition , and 


70 this Prirce blinded by the Proſperity of his 


Arms, carried his Ambitions to the higkeft'Poinr, 
to which thoſe of mortal men can mount , whilſt je 
pleaſed 


Part 


pleaſed God to chaſtiſe him by a very extraordi. 
nary change. * 

A year before that the unhappineſs befel him, he 
ſaw in a dream a tree of an immenſe heighth, that 
ſeemed to him to cover all the earth with its bran. 
ches ; the leaves thereof were pleaſant, the fruit 
moſt ſavoury ,; the beaſts of the earth fed under it, 
and lived by the favours they received from ir , and 
upon it the little birds of the air made melodious 
conſorts , whilſt on a ſudden he ſaw an Angel deſ- 
cend from heaven , and commanded that the Tree 
ſhould be cut down , her branches ſcattered, her 
leaves ſhaken off, her fruits deſtroyed, that it ſhould 
be tambled down upon the graſs , wet continually 
with the dew of heaven, bound with a | thay iron 
chain, and that there ſhould be left only ſome ſmall 
root to ſpring up again in time to come , but that 
it ſhonld lie ſeven years under ground before it 
ſhould appear. 

He was much affrighted at this Dream, and made 
a ſecond aſſembly of the Sages of his Kingdom that 
could not give any ſutable Interpretation of it. Da- 
viel was called , and the Dream related to him from 

int to point by the Kings own mouth, from which 
bs immediately diſcovered much miſery for his Ma- 
ſter, There is need of a great force of ſpirit when 
one is: to carry an affliting Trath to a perſon that 
one loves, and of whom one hath received great 
benefits. 

One would have counſelled Daniel to hold his 
peace, to diſſemble,to elude the true ſenſe by ſome 
appearing Interpretation , yet, he knowing thac 
God bad ſent him to that Court not to vaunt him- 
ſelf in the honour of his Offices, and in the abun- 
dance of his riches, but tohave a care of the ſalvation 
of his King, and to heal the vanities of his ſpirit, al- 
though that by interpreting this Dream according 
to the truth}, he ſhould bring himſelf in danger of 
the ruine of his fortunes. He diſguiſed nothing, but 
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DANIEL | 
was ſeized with a great fearot God, with an af. 
fright that took from his mouth all manner of re. 
ply , to think by what means he might appeaſe the 
menaces of Heaven, | 

But we muſt ayer that this pur King had ſome- 
thing in him very wild, and a ſpirit that had no 
more ſubſ:ſtence then the clouds and winds. He 
paſſed often from one extremity of the paſſions to 
the other without lighting upon the middle , and 


' © lometimes he appeared humbled to the abyſs , and 


ſometimes a!ſo clave to the air and clouds,and plan- 
ted his Throne by- extravagant imaginations eyen 
above the ſtars, 

This Dream of the Tree kept him in his wits a 
pretty while , but ſcarce were twelve months expi- 
red, but being one day in his Palace, he entred into 
a mad vanity about the City of Baby/on , which he 
ſaid he had builded by the ({trergth of his wit and 
of his arm, and for the high magnificences of his 


20 glory, The word was yet in his mouth , when the 


anger of God fell upon his head, as a ſuddain fl.ſh 


» Of lightning, and he was charged into a beaſt ;. not 


that he loit his hnmane foul , nor the ordinary fi- 
gure of his body, buthe entred into ſo violent and 
ſo extraordinary a frenzy, that be perſwaded him- 
ſelt that he was an Ox, and inſtantly forſook his Pa- 
lace and his Throne, ran up and down the fields, 
and fed on graſs with the beaſts , and alchough en- 
deavour was uſed to cure him by all ſorts of reme- 


39 dies, yet experience ſhewed thar this evil was a 


wound {rom heaven, for which no caſe was to be 
found. He became ſo mad that they were fain to 
bind and chain him, and yet he brake his chains and 
tore his cloaths,and expoſed himfelf all naked co the 
rain, tothe winds, and to all the rigours chat the 
ſeaſons brought, His bair increaſed horribly , and 
his nails ſo crooked, that they would make one be. 
lieve that he was ſome bird of rapine, 

All the Court wasin mourning and ſadneſs for 


told him , that it were to be wiſhed that the effeR 4 this ſo terrible an accident , and although his burnt 


of chat Dream might fall upon his enemies, but ſince 
that unhappineſs threatned him, it would be bette 
to endeavour to divert it, then to invent artifices 
to ſuppreſs it. | 

That he was that great Tree that lifred his bran- 
ches as high as heaven, and covered with his ſhadow 
the —_— of the earth, that ſo many millions of 
men were in ſhelter under his proteQion, and brea- 
thed by his favour , but foraſmuch as he had deſpi- 
ſ:d God, and had entred into a great preſumption 
of his fafficiency , withour. con(idering that ever 
thing came to him from on high , that he ſhould be 
ſeparated from the converſation of men , ranked 
with beaſts, that he ſhould cat the graſs of the field 
as an Ox, and ſhould be expoſed to the rain and 
ro all the injuries of the air , living asa beaſt , till 
ſuch time as he ſhould know that there is one moſt 
high God that rules over the Kingdoms of Mo- 
narchs, and gives them to whom he pleaſes, bur 
there being yet a root remaining to that over. 
thrown Tree, that there ſhould be ſome recovery 
from that brutal life , and that he ſhould be put a- 
gain into his Kingdom when he ſhould know the 
power of the Heavenly virtue, 

This Daniel was a ſprightly Courtier , totella. 
King that he ſhould become an Ox for the ſpace ot 
ſeven years; this had been enough to have made 
him been declared an Impoſtour , and been baniſh- 
ed from the Court. Nevertheleſs it is a ſtrange 
thing that Vebachadn:z2ar makes no reply thereto, 
but hears patiently the counſel chat he gives him, to 
expiate bis ſins by Almsand by good Works, He 


bloud, and his violent paſſions had mach contri- 
Hated to his malady : yer fo wasit , that the blind- 
elt ſaw that there was in it @ manifeſt puniſhment of 
God. 

Evilmcroda:h his fon took the Government of 
the Empircin quality of Regent, during the indiſ- 
poſition of the King his Father ; and although he 
appeared to be much moved at that change, yer 
there was more ſhew in it then reality, Bur in fine, 
this miſerable frantick having paſſed ſeven years in 


y *- A pitifal condition came again to his right ſenſes, 


and the firſt thing thar he did, was, tolift.up his eyes 
to heaven, to bleſs God, to acknowledge that his 
might was without limits, that his Kingdom was an 
everlaſting Kingdom, that all men of the habitable 
earth were bur nothing before lum , thac he diſpo- 
ſed of all, as well amongſt the heavenly virtues as 
amongſt the creatures of this lower world, that no- 
thing could reſiſt his power without experimenting 
his Juſtice, 

His good Subjects touch'd witha great compaſſion 
ſoughc him out again , and re-placed him upon his 
Throne , where he reigned with a great modefty, 
and lived in the knowledge of the true God, as fo 
far, as to work out his own ſalvation as S. Auguſiine 
aſſures us , together with ocher Fathers of che 
Church. So every thing was reſtored to him with 
more ſplendour and Majelty then before , his acci- 
dent bringing no diminution to his Authority, This 


o gave incomparable joyes to holy Del , who a- 


mid all the Grandeurs of the Court, wiſhed ſor 
nothing but the converſion of his Maſter, 
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Evilmerodach that had taken ſome liking to the 
Regency,was not contented at this change, bur ex- 
preſſed bo much deſpight at ir, that the King his ta- 
ther diſtruſting him, kept him in priſon, wich was 
very bitter ano him, ſeeing himſelfdeſceaded trom 
therthrone,in a moment, to the conditionota captive. 

It is held, that Nebac hadxezzar reigned atter his 
re-eftabliſhment the ſpace of {ix or ſeven years,and 
that the ſucceſſour of his Empire was this Evilme- 
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exerciſed all their power , and the laſcivious devils 
were unchain'd to induce the gueſts to all fort of 
intemperance; when bebold a Frongy comes that. 
changes the difſolure merriments of that Court in- 
to an horrible tragedy. . 

An hand of a man without the body appeared 
upon a wall, whoſe fingers ſeem'd ro move, and to 
write unknown charaCters, whereat the King was 
ſo affrighred, that all his body trembled, and his 


redach his priſoner, who remained a long time in xg countenance appeared laden with pale colours of 


the languor of his captivity. He found in that pri- 
ſon ?ehojakim King of the Jews, and (as men in mi- 
ſery have a kind ot obligation to love the like) he 
looked upon him with a good eye, and recreated 
himſelf otten wich him, having no ocher company 
at all, The memory of this fric .dſhip accompanied 
himto the Throne, and he cauſcd his companion to 
be delivered out of priſon, uſing him honourably, 
and giving him even Offices of 1mportance in his 


Courc, The new King pling from one extremity , 
tro another in ſuch a ſudden, behaved hicaſelf but 


ill; for itis ſaid that he cauſed the body ot his ta- 
ther to be torn in pieces, tor fear he ſhould return 
again from the gites of de:th ro reſume his Scep- 
ter, and that he reigned with much infolence, taking 
a pride to trample under foot all chat his predeceſ- 
ſours had exalred. And therefore, that eclipſe that 
Daniel was in at Court, as it appears from the ſ- 
cred Text, might have bappened at this ime, ſince 


Death, whuch ſpoiled all the ſport,and cauſed a great 
ſilence in the banquetting hall. Immediately re- 
courſe was had to the Sages andDiviners of Chaldes 
to read and interpret that writing ,; but they were 
tound alwayes weak in ſuch myſteries as thele. 

The Queen Yocher had a good foul, ard retain. 
ed alwayes ſome impreſſion of the true Religion, 
ſhe remembred Dazie/ that was at that time bartiſh- 
ed from the Court, and had in eſteem his preat wil. 


o dome and good converſation: and therefore as 


ſoon as ſhe had heard of the accident that had hap. 
pened and the great tronble of mind the King her 
ſon was in,ſhe entred into the hall,and ſpake to him 
very adyantageouſly of Daxie/, affuring kim, that 
be was a perſonage that was fill'd with the Deity, 
and that under the Reign of his Grand-father he 
had given admirable interpretation of bidden 
things, which made him be loved of chat great King 
who fail'd not to declare him the Prince of the 


that the Jews were retir'd, and had little credit in , , Council of the Sages of Chaldea ; but that the inſo- 


the Kingdome, 

]h.s holy Prophet ſeeing himſelf diſcharged of 
the buſineſſes of theC ourc,and ranged 11 a ſoit.ude, 
was in his element, and recolic&ed ali bis ihoughts 
to give 10 his heart the joyes of Cod, which good 
ſouls tind ina retirement, 1t was chen that he en- 
tred farther into the comme ce of che inteiligences, 
that he was viſired by Angei> with more tavour, 
that he learn'd :he ſecret ot Lmpures,and law all the 


lences of Evilmerodach ( inſufferable to all the 
world ) had driven bim from the Court, though 
not from Babylen, in which yet he was, and thar - 
was the onely man capable to reſolve him in fo 
ſtrange a bulineſs. 

The King received this advice with much joy,and 
commanded inſtantly that Danie/ſhould be cauſed to 
come to him, who was retired in his little ſolitude. 
He 1s fought for, he is found, he is brough: to his 


glory of.che world at his feer : yet he could nor be- 4g Majelty,who entertained him very courteouſly,and 


ly his good heart, nor avoid bur that the contempt 
of the crue Religion, and the affliction ot his poor 
people that ſuffered much in this alteration, was ve- 
ry ſenſible to him, 

Evilmerodach was never the happier for leaving 
the parhs of Piety which his fuher had crod out for 
him , tor alter a ſhort and wicked Reign he was 
ſuppreſſcd by his brother-in-law Nerig/ofſor, who 
having a child by his wife named Be/frazzar, the 


grand-child of che great Ncbachadaczzar, put him 50 ity oi his Empire, of the abſolute power that he ex. 


torward to ſucceed in the Empire. In the mean 
while the father governed the Kingdome 1n quali- 
ty ofa Regent, and when Be/ſhaz2ar was ot age, 
he remitted all the power into his hands, which he 
uſed moderately during his fathers life ; bur as 
foon as he was ded he laid aſide bis viza d, and 
ew diſfolute in the' quantity of exceſſes and of 
debauches,ſharmefuY} ro a Prince ot his extraction, 
The he1ghth of his fatal pleaſures was in the moſt 


asked ot him the Interpretation of the words writ- 
ten on the wall, premiſing him that if he would tel 
him the truth he would give him the purple rcbe 
and the collar of the Order. But Daxicl expreſſed 
to him that all theſe preſents moved him nothing, 
and that he aimed at no other honour at the Courc 
then chat of his Yaſler, whoſe will and decrees he 
would declare, He puts the King in mind of his 
Grandiarher, of the Greatneſs and of the Maje- 


erciſed over men, and how his heart being lifted up 
again Cod, he was reduced to a brutall life, in 
which he remained the ſpace of ſeven years, till 
ſuch time as his chaſtiſement giving him wiſdome 
bad rendred to him his health and Scepter. After 
be had prepared the ſpirit of B:/hazzar by a do- 
meſtick example, he told him with a generous ſree- 
dome, that that which he had known to happen to 
the perſon of that grear King was ſufficient ro hum- 


ſumptuous banquer that he made, to which he 1n- 69 ble him, and yer he had exalted himſelf againſt the 


vited a thouſand pet ſons of the beſt quali y in his 
Kingdome, whercin their ſpirits being poured our 
into an exceſſive volupruouſneſs, the King himielf 
beirg tu!l of wine and impiety, commanded char 
the magnificent veſſels which bis grandfather hd 
taken in the Temple of Jeru/a/em ſhoud be brought 
upon their cnpboa:d , which was readily perform- 
ed, and he puc them into the hands of his wanton 
Courtiers and immodeſt women, who mocked 


Sovereign Monarch, and had cauſed with much 
mi-th ot heart the conſecrated Veſſels of his Tem- 
pie to be prophaned, when he cauſed his Gods of 
gold and 1ilver to be praiſcd to the reproach of the 
true God and that in revenge of fo bad an aRtion, * 
that hand which he had ſeen on the wall was ſent 
from heaven,and had written three horrible words, 
which are, Mene,T kl, Pheres,that is to ſay. Connt, 
Weigh D:vidc,che firſt ſignifies tharGod bath coun- 


at the myſterics of the true Religion, That ban- ,,, ted the dayes ot his reign, and hath pur a pericd:ro 


quetting- houſe ſeem'd noching now bur a repair of 
Bacchanals, where Gluttony,Love,$Sport, Jeaſting, 


them:che ſecond, that he had been pur in the balance 
of the Sovere:gn Judge, and that he had not been 
tourd 


Parts. 
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found weight : the third, that his Kingdom ſhould 
be divided , and given for a Prey to the Aedes and 
Perſians. 

It is a ftrange thing that Dayie/ having made ſo 
doleful a prediction , King B-//hazzar entred not 
into wrath againſt him, but on the contrary , com- 
manded that the purple and collar of gold ſhould 
be given him , which he bad promiſed to the Inter- 
prerer of his viſion. Burt there will be leſs cauſe to 
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exquiſite & ſumptuous worſhip,in as much as there 
were offered to hira every day out of the King's 
bouſe-twelve baskers of meal, torty ſheep, and Ft 
great meaſures of wine; and it was believed that 
that 1dol did eat up all the offerings. The King 
that loved Danicl ſo much as to make him dine 
ſometimes at his own table , defired that he would 
accommodate himſelf co the Laws of the Country, 
and that he would expreſs ſome affeQion to the ſer- 


wonder , if we conſider that it was a Maxim a. 1 vice of that great Be/ that was adored univerſally 


mongſt the Babylonians not to be angry with che 
Diviners and Aitrologers, when they foretold any 
evil to come , no more then with the ſhadow of a 
Sun-Dial that ſhews the hour , or the Weather- 
cock that declares the Wind. And furthermore, 
this young Prince hearing his Prophet ſpeak with ſo 
much judgment and ſanRtity, had him in eſteem for 
a man of God, which he ought not to offend, and 
beſides thar by entreating him with courtefie 


3 


by all the Nation. But this wiſe Conrtier anſwered 
bim freely that he would never worſhip any but 
the true living God. Darixs replyed , that there 
was nothing required to be adored but to live ; 
Bell was truly the living God , becauſe he did ear 
and drink well , and coſt much to feed him Daxict 
{ſmiling anſwered , thac it was a great (implicity to 
think that that Idol did eat up all that was offered 
him every day. Whercupon the King was moved 


he hoped , that being a friend of the true Gods, 20 with a curiolity to know how all this went, and ha- 


he might have as much power to turn away the 
ſcourge wherewith he was threatned, as he had 
underſtanding to know it , and force of ſpirit to 
forerel it. | 
One might alſo marvel that Daxie! , who at the 
beginning teſtified that he made ſmall account of 
the riches and greatneſs of the Court , for all that 
accepted of the purple , of the chain , and of the 
dignity of the third perſonin the Kingdom , that 


ving cauſcd the ordinary viands to be offered at 
BePs altar,caretully ſaw all the doors of the Temple 
ſhut, and put Guards before them chat no body 
might enter in. Daxie/ beiore he went out thence 
with the King, cauſed abundance of Aſhes to be 
ſown there, hoping by this means to diſcover the 
Impoſture. The morrow after the King cauſed the 
doors to be opened that had remained faft ſhut 
with his own ſeal , and when as he entred in he ſaw 


was preſented to him, But we ought to obſerve, 30 that all the viRtuals had been taken away, he cryed 


that ſometimes it is an infirmity of ſpirit not to be 
able to endure honour when it comes by a Divine 
diſpoſal and a ſecret of Providence over us. This 
wiſe Courtier conſidered, that being of his own na- 
ture ſo far from all theſe things, they came to ſcek 
him out in his ſolitude,and thar it was a ſign of God 
that would have it ſo, not for him, but for the be- 
nefit of his Nation, which was much more fayoura- 
bly uſed in matter of the exerciſe of their Religion 


out that Bel was a great God, and that it muſt 
needs be acknowledged rhat he did ear excellently 
well , ſeeing nothing of all choſe offerings was re- 
maining. But Dame! inſtantly made him ſee upon 
the Aſhes the ſteps of thoſe that had entred, where- 
at he was aſtoniſhed, and called for all the Prieſts of 
that Idol, ro whom he ſhewed their chear, and preſ- 
ſed them ſo eagerly that they diſcovered certain 
little doors under the Altar through which they en- 


when he was in favour ;, beſides that the virtue and 40 tred to the number of threeſcore and ten , belides 


moderation which he made glitter in all his actions, 
even in his higheſt proſperitics, contrary to the or- 
dinary manner of all thoſe that were then at Court, 
gave more glory to God, then if he had been per- 
petually hidden in an obſcure life. 

It was an indiſcretion in Be/hazzAar to expres 
ſo much aſtoniſhment, and to diſcloſe that prediRi- 
on, by reaſon that there was a ſecret conſpiracy a- 
gSainſt bim which was plotted amidſt thoſe publick 


diſſolutions', and the conſpiratours were the more 50 


afhimated.ro the execution of chat enterpriſe, when 
they knew that that Prodigy threatned him, The 
ſame night they performed their wicked deſign, and 


ovtragypally rmardered him , after he had reigned: 


but, nine moneths ſince his Fathers death. The 
principal men of the Kingdom that were of the 
conſpiracy choſe; one of their complices named 
Naboxidn ; who is called in Scripture Darias the 
Aled: whoknowing the Prophecy of Daxie/ , aud 


women and little children to devour the ſacrifice. 
The King was aſham'd at the fimplicity of his belief, 
this ſhame paſſed into wrath, . and wrath proceeded 
as far as bloud , . cauſing him to pur to death all the 
Impoſtours, 

Furthermore, in the ſame place there was a Dra- 
gon which was yet worſhiped by that ſuperſtitious 
people, which Daziel,after he had obtained the per- 
miſſion of the King, killed by making a maſs com- 
poſed of pitch, of greaſe and of hair,which he made 
him'ſwallow, and with it choak himſelf. 

This made a great commotion amongſt the people 
that ſaid that Be Kin was become a Jew , caufing 
his Prieſts to be murthered, and killing the Dragon, 
that there was now nothing remaining but to {tran 
gle all the ſenſe of the Ancient Religion. In fuch a 
manner that bchold a great tempeſt 1s raiſed againſt 
Daxiel,which in the opinion of all the world,threat- 
ned him with an inevitabledeath. The Grandees oi 


the freed&m with which he bad ſpoken to the King, 60 the Realm endeavour to ruine him by all ways, and 


eſteemed him for it, and retained him at the Court 
if:che 'quality which his Predeceſſour bad given 
tig a nighebefore his death. When he ſaw him- 
Rf eftabiſhed in favour again , he forgat not God, 
his heart being always animated with a zeal to his 
Religion, and when he ſaw his King inclining to 
the Superſtition 'of theCeuntry,bis heart was much 
Srieved at it, and he endeayours tocleanſe him 
from higerrours:;, ſeeing him to. be of a diſpoſition 
| tos m—_ aid credulous'to the prejudice of the 
erath, | Us 

Amongſt theſe falſeDeicies, Bel was ador'd with an 


— 


conſidering that he was exa& and irreproachable 
in his office, they reſolve to enſtare him in a matte: 
of Re. Under colour of gratifying the King 
they beleech him to make an Edit, that whoſoever 


-ſhould deſire any thing of the Gods or of men, for 


the ſpace of thirty days, excep: of the King, ſhould 
be caſt into the Lions-den, which the King granted 
them, not knowing what their malice potted a- 
gainſt the innocence of his Propher and Officer of 
State.He was watched on all ſides, and retired him. 


7® ſeiffromthe King to diminiſh the jealouſie that men 


had of him for the fayours he recerved from him. : 
| A 
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All his conſolation was in Prayer, and in thoſe 
amiable diſcourſes which he bad with God, and 
therefore he was affl;&ted as much as can be expreſ- 
ſed, ſeeing that the King his Maſter ler bimſelt be 
perſwaded to make an edit ſo outrageous againſt 
the honour of God, as to forbid to pray unto him. 
Yet this hindered not him from continuing his orai. 
ſons,lifcing up thrice a day his weeping eyes on that 
fide whereon the Temple of 7er»/alem was built, 
and ſighing in the preſence of his great Maſter with 
the ardours of an heart that eyaporated it ſelf all in 
Love. 

The nobles that were every day at his door fail- 
ed not to ſurpriſe him, and to accuſe him that he 
had tranſgreſſed the Edi, which he acknowledged 
freely. Complaints of it were ſuddenly made to his 
Majeſty whoſe heart was wounded for the affeCti- 
on that he bare to Daxiel, and he laboured even till 
the Sun ſet to ſave him , nevertheleſs ſeeing him- 


Nature forces her Laws for the reſpe of a ſetyant 
of God, The King that had lain down without his 
ſupper, and had not ſlept all night for the fear that 
he had for his poor Daniel, runs early in the morn. 
ing to the Lions-den,which he had cauſed to be ſhut 
up with a great ſtone put upon the mouth ofit, and 
ftampt wich his own Seal, and there cryes out with 
a lamentable voyce, asking of Daxie/ whether he 
were yet alive, who made him ſee how the God 
19 that he adored had delivered bim and preſerved him 
from all evil ; Whereat he was ſo raviſhed, that he 
began to look upon him as an heavenly man,cauſed 
his accuſers to be apprehended, to be expoſed to 
the ſame Lions,who devoured them immediately, 
and publiſhed an Edi& in favour of- the true 
Religion. This King reigned ſeventeen years, til 
ſuch cime as (yrs by a moſt particular defign of 
God ſeized upon the Monarchy and dealt favour- 
ably with the faithfull people, Daniel remained al- 


ſelf preſſed violently by his Edi&, and the yehe- 30 wayes very conſiderable, baving ſeen five Kings paſs 


mence which the Nobles uſed that it ſhould be ob. 
ſerved,he abandoned the innocent to their fury a- 
gainſt his will, This defiles the conſcience of many 
great men, who are evil-doers of their diſpoſition, 
and yet for all that commit great evils through the 
complacency that they give to the violent humours 
of thoſe that are about them. He had ſome hope 
that Daxic! would eſcape, and that the God which 
he adored would fave him, and therefore he made 


away, and wasat laſt honoured even by his ene- a 
mies themſelves for his rare virtues, and for the 

wonders that God had placed in his perſon. One 

may obſerye in his life abundance of Lineaments 

that adorn highly the converſation of a true Cour- + 

tier, as are,his conſtancy in Religion, bis Deyocion, 

the tenderneſs of his love to God, his Charity to- 

wards his neighbour bis medeſty, his ſparingneſs to 

ſpeak of himſelf, his Mederation in Proſperity, his 


no reſiſtance by arms, but delivered him into their 30 Strength of ſpirit in Adverſity, his inviolable Firm- 


hands to be caft into that horrible den of the Lions 
that had been kept hungry on purpoſe that he 
might be the ſooner devoured. 

But, O God of wonders, what Prodigie is here ! 
The Lions worſhip their prey ; Daxiel 1s viſited in 
that Cave by a Prophet come in an inſtant from 
buy = by the Miniſtry of an Angel that brought him 

is dinner. The beaſts change their Nacure, and 


neſs never to yeeld to fin, his exaRt faithfulneſs to- 

wards his Maſter, his Conſcience, Science,and Abi. 

lity in the Adminiftration of his Charges, bis Loye ' 
to bis Friends, his Compaſſion to the Miſerable, his 

affability towards all the World, his patient endu. 

ring of the humours of Strangers, his Prudence in 

his ConduR, and the bleſſing of God that made all 

his enterpriſes proſper. 
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ELISHA. 


Y Ebold here an admirable Courtier that was 
—AI never of the number of thoſe fAlatterers of 


2B Fthe Court that keep Truth in Iron-Chaings, 
and give to vices the colour of virtue. Elijah was 


a Prophet that ineluded the name of God, and of 
the Sun in his Name, and who all his life-time bare 
the perfetions of them both, as being a true child 
of Light, of Fire, arid a viſible image of the pom 
auties, 
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beauties. Avhe was yet hanging at his mothers 


breaſt, his ſather had a viſion, by which it ſeemed 
to him that his ſon ſucked fire inſtead of Milk, and 
nouriſhed himſelf with a moft pure flame , which 
without offending him , farniſhed him with |an A- 
liment as delicious as poſſible. So was he, all his 
life a man of fire, and as it ſeemed that that King 
of Elements followed the courſe of his words an 
will, ſo he burnt alſo in the Interiour with that 
fire that kindles the hearts of Angels. 

He was the firſt of men that fer up the Standard 
of Virginity , that conſecrated it upon his bod 
when it was unknown and deſpiſed in the World, 
who made an Angelical order of the Mount 
Carmel to which he hath tranſmitted his Spirit 
through a long and ſweet poſterity that bath found 
ſources of contemplation which he derived to. the 
World to water. the -barrenneſs of the. Earth, 
that hath traced the Originals of all his virtues up- 


, 


the God of Heaven, and the Clouds. that are as 
"= Breaſts of the Earth, bad no water for a people 
that abuſed the. Elements and all the Creatures to 
the prejudice of the Creatour. | . , _. ba 

In the mean while, God that ſpares not always 
the Lands and Goods of his ſervants ina common 
havock , that they may not amuſe themſclyes on 
the vain prolpericics of the World, permitted that 
thar Brook that furniſhed the Prophet with water, 


© ſhould grow dry as well as the reſt. | But as the O-. 
cean which retires it ſelf out ofone River, ſwells it- 


ſelfinanother, ſo this great Nurſing-father of Z- 
lias that ſeemed to fail in matter of that little Ri. 
yulet , recompenſed it by the miraculous liberality 
of a poor Widow, He forſook not that ſtation 
that Providence had aſſigned him, although barren, 
before he had orders for it from God his Maſter ; 
who ſent him to the Countrey of $idn to Sarepra, 
aſſuring” him that he had already provided ſor his 


on that fair Carmel , upon that ſacred ſolitude that 20 nouriſhment, 


was his firſt Terreſtrial Paradiſe. | 
His Speech was Thunder, and bis life Lightning, 
bis Example a School of great Actions, his Zeal 
4 Deyouring fire, his Negotiations the affairs of 
Ecernity , his Converſation an Idea of the Con- 
templative and Civil Life , his Tranſlation 'a Mi- 
racle without peer. I leave to thoſe that haye un- 
dertaken to write his Life the retail of his Virtues 
and of his Miracles,ſtaying onely upon his Actions 


The Prophet arriving at the deſtined place, found 
at the City-gate a poor Widow-woman , .the mo- 
ther of alittle ſon, and foraſmuch as he knew that 
the Famine was great every where, that he mighc 
not aſtoniſh her at firſt, he deſired of her on« 
ly a glaſs of water ,which ſhegave bim with a good 
will, after which, he prayes her to add to ita mor- 
ſel of bread ; but the woman ſware to him that 
ſhe had but one handful of Meal left in the great ri- 


that he did at Court, treating ,with the Kiog A- 30 gour of Famine, and that ſhe was going to gather 


hab, Fehs, Abazias, and the wicked Queen ez,gbe!. 

He flouriſhed nine hundred years betore-the 
Nations of our Lord in the Kingdom of 1/-el , 
which was then divided both by Religion and by 
Policy from that of Zdah and [Bi > Ahab 
the fon of Amrs, anjill Crow of anill Egg, held 
then the Empire . and being married toa FSidoxiay 
the daughter of the King of Sides which was cal- 
led ezabel, an haughty and malicious woman , he 


was totally, governed by her , and- to render him- 49 


felf complacent to her humours cauſed a Temple to 
be ereted to the God Baal, and near that Temple 
a Grove to be planted, where were committed 
allthe Abominations, ordinary to Idolaters, 
Elijah that burned with the Zeal of the ho. 
nour of God, was touched: with a moſt fenhible 
orief by ſo ſcandalous an AQtion, and was lir- 
red up by his great Maſter to deſtroy that Myſte- 
ry of Iniquity. Now, he knowing that it was 


two or three ſmall ſticks, to make a little fire and to 
bake a Cake , which would be the laſt that ſhe and 
her ſon ſhould eat in all their lives, for after thar 
repaſt they muſt reſolve to die. Yet for all this Z- 
lijah orders her to make him a little loaf baked un- 
der the aſhes, and to think afterward vpon her ſelf 
and ſon, and aſſure her ſelf that neither her Meal , 
nor Oyl ſhould diminiſh any thing till ſuch time 
as the Famine ſhould be paſt. | 

It was a ſtrong proof of the faith of this Sidexi- 
an that commanded her to take away the Bread 
from her ſelf and her ſon to giveit to aſtranger , 
and quitting that which ſhe had in her hands to reſt 
upon ur.certainties : Yet ſhe obeyed in that great 
neceſſity, yielding more to a man that ſhe knew not 
for the eſteem that ſhe had of his virtue, and the 0- 
pinion which ſhe had chat he was the ſervant of the 
Sreat God, then to her own life. $0 true it is Thar 
the Conſiderations of Religion and of Religious 


bard to Preach — the Truth to Spirits fro- 50 perſons touch even the ſouls of Pagazs and of In- 


liking ic in the midſt of the ſmiling proſperities of 
the World, thought, by the order of the God of the 
Univerſe, that ic was. beſt ro aMiR that wicked 
people by a long famine and great adverlities to 
make them refle&t upon themſclves, and return 
to the Worſhip of the trueReligion. He ſware 
then aloud and publickly before Ahab for the pu- 
niſhmEnt ofhis Idolatry, that there ſhould not 
be during three years either rain or dew upon the 


tidels. So was ſhe worthily requited, having alittle 
inexhauſtible treaſure in her houſe, which was ſuf- 
ficient for her Propher, for her ſelf and for her child 
and this was a particular mercy of the Sovereign 
power to her, that called her to his knowledge by 
this miracle, and would not that E1;jah ſhould eat 
alone the bread which he multiplyed by the words 
of his mouth, but that he ſhould give part of it to 
the poor, as our Saviour did afterward, God or- 


earth , andthat the Heavens ſhould become Braſs 60daining that good miracles ſhould be never vain , 


to chaſtiſe that, Age of Iron , and that he ſhould 
not expe that it ſhould be opened during that 
time, unteſſe ir were by the words of his mouth, 
As ſoon as he had faid this in the preſerce of wit- 
neſſes he went away to the Eafters Coalt , and hid 
bimſelf at the Brook of Carith over againſt Foray, 
where God nouriſhed him by Ravens that brought 
bim orderly every day his portion. In the mcan 
while the drought failed not to raiſe a great faw.ne 


but profitzble to the ſoul and body of men create 

after the image of God, While he Naycd in this 
houſe, the j; of the Dame of it dyed ofa burning 
Feaver, whereof this poor afflicted woman laid the 


* fault upon El;jah, ſaying that he bad renewed the 


memory of her ſins before God; 'and Elijah, com- 
plained of God for that he had afflicted his Hoſteſs. 
Bur that grgar Maſter did all ior his own glory, for 
Elijab Tree times contracted himſeli upon 


on the earth, and chiefly in the Kingdom of 7/rae/, 50 the dead body of the child, breathed into-him the 


where one could ſee nothing but people crying with 
hunger, but the Heavens rogk in hand to revenge 


ſpirit of life, and reſtored him ro his mother. 
Three years being now —_ inthe great angui- 
— SET. ſhes 
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ſhes of bunger, God commarded F/ijah to preſent 
himſelf again to Abab, and was reiolyed to ſend 
ſome Rain.When the extremity of the evil was very 

reat,and no inventions could be found to _ 
-Þ ſcourge, Ahab a carnal man, inſtead of aving 
recourſe'ro Prayers and Supplications to eaſe his 
fabjeRs, rhoughc on nothing bur preſerving his 
Forſes and his Mules, He had at his ſervice andat 
hisCourtin qualityofa ſuperintendent of his Houſe 


fed at Queen 7ezabe/'s Table, ard that there 
ſhould be decided the buſineſs of —__ 

It was an high attempt , on which Flijah had 
never ſo much as dreamed , had he not had an ex. 
preſs Revelation frem Cod-: for one ought not 
lightly to commit the verity of the faith before the 
Court and the Common people to uncertain diſ- 
putes and doubtful accidents from whence the Pa- 


. Fans and Hereticks may by chance draw ſome ad- 


and of his Levies,a prear and good man named Ab. 10 vantage. Bur the P:ophet being well affured on 


dias witio moderated the furies of that wickedCourr, 
ſaved the Prophets of God when they were perſe- 
cuted,and greatly comforted the People, Ahab re- 
ſolved to go one way, and ſend him the other, to 
ſeck ſome herbage to feed his Carrie. 
As Abdias was going along his way, he met with 
Elijah the prophet, whom the King had cauſed ts 
be ſcarched after in his own territo, 1s, and through 
all the neighbouring Kingdoms, without being ever 


his fide , King Ahab expoſed himfelf,on His to 
cauſe a great revolr among his ſubje&ts, and a mg 
nifeſt divorce with his wife, Yet God would 
have it (o, to difabuſe him, and to bring him back 
tothe true Religion. . 

As foon as he had then'accepred the condition 
and commanded the aſſembly , there were gather- 
ed rogether an infinite number of people (there 
being nothing that ſo much temprs curiofity as the 


able to learn any news ot him. And therefore he was 20 affairs of Religion ) It was then , that one mighr 


very muth amazed at that accoſt, and asked him if 
he were Elijah, whereto he anſwered, that he was 
the very ſame,and that he ſhould go and give Ahab 
information of his coming. The other making him 
a low Reverence with hisface to the Earth, replyed, 
wherein have 1 ever offended you, that you ſhould 
deliver me into the hands of Ahab withan intenti- 
on to cauſe me to be put ro death : For ir is true 
that there is no Kingdom nor Nation, whither my 


Maſter hath nor ſent to enquire newsof you, with. 39 whom they on 


out eyer getting any light of you ; and now if 
ſhould g0 cell the King ot your arrival, and the ſpi- 
ri: of God ſhould carry you away ( as it doth ordi. 
narily ) to tranſport you into ſome other part, I 
ſhould be found a Liar, and the King would take 
away my life. Whar good wouldit do you to be 
the cauſe of my death,ſecing that I bave feared God 
even from mine infancy ,and have always honoured 
his ſervants ſo far as to preſerve an hundred Pro- 


phers from the horrours of the Perſecution, and go pieces put upon a pile of 


nouriſhr them ſecretly at mine own charge in Caves 
wherein they were hidden ? Do not deprive your 
ſelf now of a ſervant thar is moſt gained unto you, 
The Prophet aſſured him, and ſware to him that he 
would appear before Abab. 

By which 1 find that this Abdias was very pru- 
dent in that he would not raſhly carry a news co his 
Maſter that ſhould be without effe&t ; becauſe that 
great ones are eaſily incenſed, when men are ſo light 
as to promiſe them wha: they ask, and'anſwer not 


their exſpeRation , beſides thar, if they arefruſtra. ) 


red of their deſire, they think themſelves to be 
flighted, and are angry evenat the times , and cle. 
ments, that do nor apply themſelves to their hn- 
'mours. When therefore he was aſſured by the'in- 
violable oath of a Prophet, he went to the King and 
cold him that he had met with Elijah who was rea- 
dy to preſent himſelf to his Majeſty. 

This Prince chat burned with a paſſion to ſee him, 
ſtayed not till be could come to ſee bim, fearing left 
'he ſhonld ſteal away again, but went to meet him 
in perſon,and having found him, asked him withdiſ- 
dain,whether he was not the man that embroiled all 
his Kingdom? The Prophet as bold asa Lion an. 
fwered him,that he had never embroiled any thing, 
bur that the trouble came from his Fathers houſe , 
and | from him , for that rhey had forſaket God 
and followed Bxa/, and rhar if he wed know by 
experierce the errour wherein he was, that he 
ſhould make an Aſſembly on Mount Carmel of all 


' the People of 7/rael, and furntnon chirher the four 


hundred and fifty falſe Prophets that are every day 


ſee the aſſurance and vigour of a true ſervant of 
God, for- he obſerving that the King and people 
who had not yer choaked all the ſeeds of Truth, 
floated in divers opiniors, ſpake ſolemnly to them, 
That it was no longer time to halt fometimes 6n 
one ſide , and fomerimes on the other , and that if 
Beal were God they ought to follow him , bur 
if there were no other God bur that of 7/rael,cal- 
lcd upon fron all times by their fathers, it was he to 

pace with an inviolable fi- 
delity. To this the aſſembly made no anſwer , 
there being none that was willing to ſer himſelf for- 
ward upon ati uncertainty. Then Elijah taki 
the word again ſaid, Behold four hundred an 
fifty Prophets of Baxz/ on one (ide; and I a Pro- 
phet of the true God all alone on the other parr 
in-this'place here; To makea tryal of our Religi- 
on , letthere be two Oxen given us, for each of 
the two parties, let them be cur in pieces, and the 
wood without putting 
any fire rothem eirher on one ſide or onthe other , 
we will expe& ir from hcayen,and the facrifice upon 
which God ſhall make a flame appear from on high 
to kindle it, ſhall carry away the teſtimony of t 
true Religion. 

To this all the people anſwered with a confuſed 
yoyce, thatit was a good Propoſition, The vi- 
Qtims were brought, facrificed , and put upen the 
wood to be conſumed. The Priefts of Baa! began 
firſt ro invoke the heavenly fire , and to torment 


® hemſclves with great cries, and a long time with- 


out wo krone it was already mid-day, and no- 
thing had appeared to their advantage , whereat 
b:ing very much aſtoniſhed , they drew out their 
Razors, and make voluntary inciſions upon them- 
ſelves according to their cuſtom , thinking that a 
prayer was never well heard , if it were not ac- 
companied with their bloud , which the evil Spi- 
rit rrade them ſhedin abundance to fatiate his 


og Rage. 


This nothing advanced the effe&t of their ſup- 
plications , which gave occafion to Elijah to mock 
at the yanity of cheir Gods, ſaying , that Baa!, 
that gave no anſwer , was aſlcep, or buſie, or on 
a journey, or perhaps drinking at the Tavern. He 
remained there with ſecurity amidſt ſo many ecn- 
raged Wolyes, covered with the proteQion of 
the God of Hoſts, and b:gan to prepare his Sa. 
crifice, taking twelve ſtones -in memory of the 
twelve Tribes of Jſ-ae/, to erect an Altar to 


70 the name of God, after which he divided the 


Offering into divert parts, putthem all vpon 
the 
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uþon the pile, and that none might have any ſuſpi- perſon diſpatched *ro him his guardian Angel. who 
ns Rn was fire hidden in-ſome part ofthem, awaked = and ſhewed CEE bis head acruſe 
he cauſed abundance of Buckets of water to be of water and a loafof bread baked under the aſhes 
thrown upon the Sacrifice, and all about it, and then (for ſuch are the banquers thar the nurſing Father 
began to ſay, Great God, God of Abraham, of /- of all Nature makes his Prophers, not loving thern 
ſaac, and of 1ſracl, ſhew now that thou art the God for the delights of the body ,, but contenting himſelf 
of this people, and'that 1 am thy ſervant, I have o- to give them that which is neceſſary to life ) he ſaw 
beyed thee in all this, reſting my ſelf upon thy word ; well chat it was a Providence that would yet jto- 
Hear me my God, my God hear me, and let this longhis life, He drank and eat, and at length be- 
aſſembly learn this = of thee, that thou art the 10 ing heavy fell aſleep again. But the Angel that had 
true God, and the abſolute Maſter of all the uni- undertaken the dire&ton of his way waked him, and 
verſe,and thar it is rhou that art able to reduce their rod him that it behoved him to riſe quickly, by rea- 
hearts to the true belief. ſon that he had yer a long way to $0, Elijah 0- 
Ccarce had he ended his prayer when the ſacred beyed, and being riſen, found that he had parned 4 
fire fell down from heaven upon his Sacrifice and de» maryellous ſtrength, fo that he journyed fourty 
voured the Offering and the Altar, to the admirati- dayes and fourty nights being fortified with that An- 
on of all the People , who proſtrating themſelves on gelical bread, till ſuch rime as he came to the Moun- 
the ground began to cry, That the God of 7/rac! tain Hoyeb. There he retired himſelfinto the hollow 
was the true God, Take then ſayes he, thefalſe Pro. of a Rock,unknown to men, but well known to God 
phets of Baal, and let not one ſole man of them e- , , that appeared to him and comforted him, asking of 
ſcape us. The People convinced by the Miracle and him what he made there ? Wherero he anſivered; 
the voice of Elijah without expeRting any other That he was zealous with an ardent zeal for the 
thing, fall upon thoſe falſe Prophets, takes them,and God of Hoſts, but the children of 1/-ae/ had forſa- 
cuts them all in pieces. Abab amidit all this ſtood fo Ken him, demoliſhed his Altars, killed his Prophets, 
aſtoniſhed that he durſt not ſpeak one onely word, and that he alone remained , yertor all that they 
nor any way reſiſt the Divine Command. ceaſed not to ſeek his life ro extinguiſh the whole 
The Prophet bid him rake his refection, and go ſervice of God, Upon this God commanded him to 
into his Coach, for the ſo much defired rain was come forth, and co ſtand upon the Mountain to ſee 
near, and having faid ſo, retired himſelf ro the top of great (ightscauſed by the preſence of God And ſud- 
the Mount Carmel, and ſent his Seryant ſeven times , , denly there came an impetuous whirlwind that over- 
to the ſea, «to ſee whether he could diſcoyer any © turned the Mountains and brake the Rocks, but God 
clonds ; but he ſaw nothing till the ſerenth time, was not therein , after that imperuons Wind came 
and then he perceived a little cloud that exceeded an Farthquake, but God was not therein , after the 
not the meaſure of a hand ,, and yet he ſends himto Earthquake devouring-fire, but God was not in 
tell Ahab that it was time to harneſſe, if he would thoſe flames; after the Fire, beho!d there came a ſmall 
not be overtaken with the rain, He mounted in= gracious gale, and God was init. And therefore 
ſtantly into his Coach to ger to the City of Fezreel, Elijah raviſhed with a profound reſpe& covered his 
and Elijah ran before as it be had wings. face with his Mantle, and kept bimſclf at the entry 
In the mean time the Heavens grew black with of his Cave, where he heard a voice that demanded 
darkneſſe, rhe clouds colle&t themſelves, the winde 4o of him again what he did there > Wheretro he an. 
blowes and the rain fals in abundance. Ahab failed fwered as before, that he fled from the perſecution 
not to relate ro Jez.abe/all that had been done, defi- of thoſe that would give him the ftroke of death 
ring to make the death of choſe Prophets paſs fora for the zeal which he had to the ſervice of the living 
decree of heaven, for fear leaſt that imperious wo. Gad. 
man ſhould upbraid him with the ſoftneſle of his But the voice commanded him to return, and to 
courage, But ſhe not moyed with thoſe great mira. take again his way through the defart into Damaſ. 
cles of fire and water, that were reported to her, cx, and gave him order to anoint and declare two 
began to foam with wrath, and to ſwear by all her Kings, theone over $y-i4, which was Hazel, and 
Gods that ſhe would cauſe F ijeh's head ro be laid the other over J/-ae/, which was ?ehx that ſhou!d 
at her feer by the Morrow that time. 5o ſucceed his Perſecutour. Furthermore, God infor- 
The Prophet is eonſtrained to fly ſuddenly to fave med him, that all was not loſt, bur chat .he had yer 
bimſelf, not knowing ro whom to truſt, ſo that ha- reſerved to himſelf ſeven thouſand ſervants that 
ving brought with him bur one young man to ac- had not bowed the knee to Baal, nor lifted up their 
company him in the way, he quitted him and went hands to adore his Idol. He added yet farther,that 
alone into rhe wilderneſſe, wherein having travelled he ſhould take E1/Þa for his Companion and Suc- 
a day he entred into a greag ſadnefle, and laid him cefſour, of whom he had' reaſon to expe good et 
down under a Juniper-tree to repoſe himſelf, and fects 
there felt himſelf very weary of living any longer, Such was Elijah's Viſion, and his diſcourſe with 
and faid ro God with an amorous heart, My God, it God, andic ſeemed that this Sovereign Teacher of 
is enonph, rake me out of this life, Tam not better 69 the Prophets, ſhewing him the repreſentation of-an 
chen my fathers. Ir is a paſſion ordinary enough ro impe:uous wind, of an Farthquake, and of Fire, in 
good men to wiſh for death, that they may beno which God was not, although he was in Zlittlegen- 
more obliged to ſee ſo many ſins and miſeries as are tle blaſt, and would ſignife ro him that His Spirit is 
in the World, and to go to the place of reſt to con- not in thoſe great commotions that would ſeem to 
remplate there the face of che living God, But this . overturn all nature, but in a certain Calm thar pro. 
deſire ought ro be moderated according to the will duces little noiſe, bur much fruir filling the earth 
of God. with bleſlings. £o alſo would he make bim hope, 
As he was in that thought, ſleep that eaſily fur- that after theſe violent perſecutions, and thoſe fa- 


- prizes a melancholy ſpirit, and wearied with raying tall Convulſions of Kingdoms, there ſhou!d come 


0 its pains, ſlipt into his benummed members and __ ſweet and peacefull Adeſſias ; and that for as 
gave ſome truce to his torments. But thar great God * much as concerned him,?ezabe/*; perſecution ſhovld 
that had his eyes open to the protection of fo deara ceaſe, and his ſoul after the royles of chat baniſh. 
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ment ſhould taſte the ſweetneſs. of an anticipated 


Paradiſe, © 

He took then his way again according to the com- 
mand of God without pay by Samaria, and tin- 
ding Eliſha plowing the ground with twelve yoak 
of Oxen, caſt his Mantle on him, to ſignifie to him 
that he was called of God to that ſacred miniſtery of 
Prophecy, which che other underſtood, and quitting 
inſtantly his Oxen ran to Elijah, whom he beſeech- 
cd that h 
of peace to his Father and Mother , Atcer that, be 
would adhere to nothing, but render himſelf up to 
him : which Elyah having granted, be, when he 
had acquitted himſelf of his duty, returned and fa- - 
crificed two Oxen which he boiled with the wood 
of his Plough, and made a Feaſt with them for the 
people ; alter which'be ranged himſelf under the 
condud of the Prophet, and was a perfectimitatour 
of his virtues. / 


was commanded them , and before they are Judges 
render . themſelves Crimival. . Thus go violent 
Reigns, where virtue is abandoned by ſome through 
weakneſs , and perſecuted by others through fury, 
Miſerable Nabethaſtoniſhed at that ne res calnms 
ny, proteſts his innocence in the face of Heaven and 
Earth, juſtifies and defends himſelf by good reaſon, 
bur the falſe Wirneſſes , which are the inſteuments 
of Satan, and the chief furies againſt the peace of 


e would permit him to go and give the kiſs 1O mankind , urge and torment him; His Judges 


ſold to iniquity condemned him , He is led our of 
the City, delivered to the fury otahe people, overs 
whelmed, as a Blaſphemer of God and the King, 
with a bloody tempelt of Stones and Flints, every 
band making it ſelf injurious againſt him, ſome 
through a falſe zeal, and others through a com» 
pliance wich the humours of Ahab and 7ezabel, 
The news of his death comes inſtantly to the 
Court, and 7ezabel carries jt to the King ,, with- 


An ill occaſion embarked him again in a Combat 20 out ſpecifying to him any other thing , telling him 


againſt Ahab and Zezabel, which was fatal ro theng 
both, The King had a mind to enlarge his Gar- 
dens, and Naborh's Vineyard was near his Palace, 
and for bis advantage ; he calls for him, and asks 
him very — for it, promiſing to pay him 
the price that it was worth, or to buy him a better 
inheritance in whatſoever place he would. The de- 
ſire was very civill, and nor like that of ſo many 0- 
ther Princes and Lords, that diſpoſed at that time of 


onely that Naboth was out of the world , and that 
he might now enjoy his ſpoiles all at leifure. To 
ſpeak Truth, Great ones have great cauſe to make 
to God Davia”s Prayer, and to beſecch him to de- 
liver them from others ſinnes, and from thoſe that 
are hidden from them. Unfortunare Ahab knew 
nothing of all that had paſſed, and takes not the pains 
to inform himſelf of «he manner of that death, He 
truſted all to his wife, and gave her his Signer, his 


the goods of their ſubje&s as of their own, uſurping z g authority, his heart and Counſels. It was enough 


by violence that which they could not have by righr. 
Yet this good man, that meaſured all by the affeti- 
on he bare his Vineyard and not by ihe ſubmiſtion 
he owed his Maſter , was obſtinate, and told him, 
That it was the wealth of his Fathers, which he 
would no way part with, Mp 

Ahab was much troubled at this denyal, and re- 
turning to his Palace threw himſelf upon his bed, 
and would.not cat at the ordinary bour of his re- 


to make him guilty to put the Government of his 
Kingdom into the hands of that S:do»ia» woman , 
who he might well know, had great inclinations to 
blood and rapine. Princes do wiſely not to rely 
too much in every thing upon their Counſellours of 
State , without watching over their ations, and 
uſing all diligence to diſcover their deportments 
without believing any thing lightly cicher on one 
ſide or the other. 


paſt, The Queen his wife being ſurpriſed at that,z Ahab without taking any farther information 


accident goes to fee him,and inquires after the cauſe 


was going to poſleſs bimſelt of Naborh's bloody 


of his indiſpoſition, which he declared to her out of ſpoil : when the Prophet Elijah by the command of 


a deſire be had to receive ſome caſe. This Princeſs 
which was a daughter ot the King of Sidey, and who 
knew how her Father reigned abſolutely over his 
ſubjeRts falls a laughing, and meaning to blame the 
weaknels of her husband, faid to him , It appears 
plainly, Sir, that you are a Prince of great authori- 
ty, very worthy to govern a Kingdom , fince you 


receive affronts from your. ſubjes, and revenge gg ſhall lick yours. 


them upon your ſelf by the Joſs of your dinner. But 
if that be all that hinders you, I pray ariſe, be mer- 
ry and eat, for I know the way to make you poſ- 
ſcſſour of that Vineyard that you defire. 

Ar theſame inſtant that Imperious Queen takes 
her Seal, writes. a Letter to the Principal men of 
7ezreel , and commands them to call an Aſſembly, 
under colour of a Faſt and Publick Prayers, to call 
Naboth toit, ro nake limit amongſt the chief, 


God came and found him upon the way, ard began 
to roar againſt him asa Lion , What, ke 
Murther the Innocent, and take away his Inheritance 
bedewed with his blood? Afﬀeer this what is there 
moreto do ? Know, Sir, that the Vengeance of 
God hangs over your head, and that in the ſame 
place as the Doggs licked the blood of Nabeth they 
This unhappy Prince extremely 
amazed at ſo thundring a ſpeech was rot incenſed a- 
gainſt the Prophet, but endeavouring to pacike him, 
faid to him , Wherein have | offended you? Andin 
what have you found me your enemy that you uſe 
me with all theſe rigours? You are enough mine 
enemy, fayes the Prophet, ſeeing you are God's , 
and ſince you have fold your ſelf, through love to 
an Idolatrous woman, to ſerve her paſſions, and 
committ ſo many wicked eQsin the face of God, 


and not to fail to ſuborn two witneſſes againſt him, gg 18 puniſhment of your crimes, He will ruin your 


that ſhould depoſe that he bad blaſphemed againſt 
God and as King , and thereupon indite him, and 
ſtone him. | 

Behold how ſo many Miniſters of Iniquity uſe the 
Innocent, not ſeeing that at the ſame rime as they 
lay ſnares againſt the honour , the goods , and the 
life of their neighbour, an inviſible Hand draws up 
in Heaven the decree of their ruine, This Letter 
being come to 7ezreel, the principal menaſſembled 
themſelyes, and not ſeeking any delay or incident 
to ſweeten a bad buſineſs , 5d their conſcience 
to avoid the fury of the King, executing that which 


7O 


Houſe, and blot- out your Poſterity ; the blood 
of that murthered Innocent will coſt Fezabel dear, 
for ſhe ſhall be eaten up of Doggs in the field of 
7exreel. | 

Poor Ahab returns hanging down bis head with- 
out paſſing farther, tormented on one {ide by the 


_ remorſe ot his own Conſcience,and on the other by 


the love he bare to his S;idoxian, whome he would 
not any way diſpleaſe, He ſaid nothing to her of all 
that ſhe had done without his privity in Naboth's 
bulineſs, whether through affeRion, or through fear 
of her wicked Spirit. He revenges bimſclf upon him- 
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ſelf, hs t:ntshis Clouhs, he fats, he covers himſelf the Armies were rangedin Butel, the King of Sy-je 
with ſackclorh, wichour putting it off even when he gave expreſs charge to his moſt reſolute men to aim 
went to bed , wirch ſof:ned the heart of God, wha art the King of 1/xael, . and to endeavour to carry 
ordain?d that the Kinglom fhoald' not. be taken him, it being the:true means to diſparch the buſineſs 
from him during his life but that his Poſterity ſhould and put an end to the warr. Ahab began to fear his 
be deprived of it, unhappineſs, and prayed 7ehoſaphat to pgointo the 
Three years were ſlip: away, and Elijah was ab. mingling, putting him forward with courage ont of 
ſenc,when Ahab reſolved to proclaim warr with the a delign, perhaps, to cauſe him to be deftroyed, arid 
King of Syria, to recover Ramth one of bis Cities fo draw all the weight of the Army upon him, by 
that the other had uſurped, and engaged Pehoſaphat 10 diverting it from his perſon, And indeed, when the 
King of ?444h to hisparty,making a new Alliance of , [Syrians thought thar he that engaged himſelf (9 
arms andintereſts with him. When they were aſſem- boldly was the moſt intereſſed, and that wirhout 
bled, 7choſaphat, which had a zeal to the true Reli- doubt there was all likelyhood thatic was Ahab , 
gion, fait, That it would be good to conſult with , they fell upon him with ardour, fo that he thought 
ſome Prophet before they enterprized the warr, he ſhould have been bemmed in. But when he be. 
and Ahab to content him, called for four hundred, took himſelf ro crying out aloud, animating his ſonl- 
but they were the falſe Prophets of his wife, who diers to his defence, the enemies that had a minde to 
were none of the beſt,and who foretold him all falſe- ſpare him retired to fall on Ahab ; It happened that 
ly, that he ſhould have an happy iſſue of his enter. an Archer letting fly an arrow at fandom {troke him 
prize. King Fehoſaphat arKed Ahab,whether amongſt 29 witha mortal wound : whereupon he commanded 
that Sreat number of Raal's Prophets there were ne- his Coach- man to turn abour, and 0 draw our of 
ver a Prophet of the true God that one might hear the WW 7 perceiving that he was grievonſly 
ſpeak, meaning by this to induce him to his duty, hurt, Allthe Army was immediately ſcattered, and 
and to the knowledge of the true Religion. Ahab the Herald of Arms proclaimed, that every man 
replyed, that there was none at preſent, but acer- might return to his home. King Ahab dyed the ſame 
tain man named Afi-aiah, but he could not endure day, and his body was brought back co Samaria, 
him, becauſe he prophecyed norhing but miſchiefro where it happened, that as his Coach that was all 
him. 7ehoſaphat ſaid, that he ought not for that to blondy was a waſhing in a pool of the ſame City, 
hate him, but that it would be good to hear him, and the Dogs ran thither and licked up his bloud accor- 
inſtantly was ſent away a Gentleman of the Court zo ding to Elijah's prophecy. 
to call him, This man ceaſed not to adviſe him upon Abaziah his fon ſucceeded him inheriting the ſa- 
the way to remit ſomething of that rigour that was perſtition and miſery of his father , for after he had 
uſual to him, and to render himſelf complacent to reigned a very little while,he fell out at a window of 
the King as all the other Prophets had done , where- his houſe, apd grievouſly hurt himſelf. without be. 
to he anſwered, That be could donothing againſt ing ever able to finde a remedy to his evil. And ha. 
the Spirit of God, nor againſt his conſcience. When ving forſaken God, ſent Meſſengers to the God of 
he was come, he perceived a great Aſſembly of falſe ZEkron to know if he ſhould recover from that ſick. 
. Prophets, who all! approved that warr. One among neſs , but the Prophet Elijah baving mer his Meſſen- 
them named Zedechiah had made bimſelt iron horns, gers upon the way rebuked them ſharply, for that 
to Hgnifie ro King Ahab that he ſhould ranſack all 40 they went to conſult with Idols, as if there were no 
S$1ria with a mighty power, and that nothing ſhould God in 7/rae/;, and commanded them to ell their 
reliſt his Arms. But Aficaiah being asked, ſpake at Maſter, that he ſhould not becured of his wound, 
firſt by fiftion, as the other Prophets, foretelling but ſhould dye without ever riſing out of the Bed 
proſperities without end. Whereat the King being -wherein he lay. This Prince offended at this truth, 
aſtoniſhed that he did it againſt his cuſtom, conjured cauſes the Prophet to be purſued, and ſends one of 
him not to fatter him, and to tell:/him openly the his Captains with ftry Souldiers ro apprehend him : 
truth. To which he anſwered, that he would not This man in a mockery called him man of God, and 
counſel him to hazard a battel againſt the King of prayed him to deſcend from the Mountain, whe. 
Syria, for if he did, his whole Army would be ſcat- ther he had retired himſelf, bur Z/ijah perſiſting 
tered , and added alſo, that God had given permiſſi- 5oalwayes in his ſpirit of rigour, ſaid, that he would 
on to the wicked ſpirit to deceive him, and that he give him proofs that ſhould make him Know that 
had found no better way to doit, then to ſpeak by he was not a man of God through vanity and irri- & 
the mouth of ſo many falſe Prophets that encompaſ- fion , and at the ſame inſtant he cauſed fire to de 


ſed him. -Whereupon Zedechiah being incenſed at 
that ſpeech gave him a blow, and the King com- 
manded his Perſon to be ſeized on, and to be put in 
priſon, to be kept there faſting with bread of tribu- 
lation and water of anguiſh till his return. But the 
Prophet aſſured = if he went he ſhould never 
return again, 

Itis a ſtrange thing that we cannot believe Truth 
that comes from the mouth of God's ſervants, be- 
cauſe it complies not with our paſſion. It is alſo a 
manifeſt puniſhment to thoſe that deſpiſe it, not to 
conſider that God begins the ruine of their fortune 
by the blinding of their Counſels. Ahab obſtinate to 
his miſery marches with all his Army againſt. the 
King of Syria ; fehoſaphat engaged through incon- 


ſcend from heaven, which conſumed him and all 
his Company. Ahaxziah ſends another of them 
for the ſame purpoſe, which meets alſo with the 
ſame ſucceſſe. He charges again a third, the Cap- 
tain of which gained E/ijah by ſubmiſſion, - and 
brought him to his Maſter, to whom he ſpake con- 


6oſtatitly the truth, and advertiſed him of his ap. 


proaching death, and the other durſt not do him 
any miſchief,well knowing, that he was under God's 
protection, 

The truth of the Prophecy was manife{t! ſoon 
after by the death of Ahaziah, who had for ſucceſ- 
ſour his brother Joram, who reigned twelve years; 
and alchough Elijah was already tranſlated from 


this life thac is bur a paſſage 10 another eſtate, his 
fideration in that league, purſues what he had ill be» Prophecy failed not to be accompliſhed particularly 
"1Mn ; and thinks, that there is no better means to ju-70 upon the houfe of Ahab, and the wicked Fezabct, 
itife an errour, then Perſeverance. For Eli/ha according to the order of God, and«he 

When the two Kings approached the enemy, and command received trom his Maſter, cauſed Fehuto 


be 
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be crowned to reign in J/rael, To this purpoſe he 
di ſpatched one of his Diſciples,put aviol in his hand 
wherein was the oyldeſtined for his unction, giving 
him charge to go to Ramoth in Gilead, where 7ehs 
one of Joram's princigal Captains commanded, and 
beſieged the city, continuing the ſiege that Joram 
bad laid before it, whiles he went to Samaria, to be 
dreſſed of ſome wounds that he had received in the 
war againſt the Syriays. Above all he recommended 


who hbaving received a mortal: wound as be fled, 
gave up the Ghoſt at !Aﬀegiads, from whence 
he was carried to his Metropolis 7er»/alem to be 
enterred with his Fathers. 

In the mean while 7ehs marches vicoriouſly to 
the City of Zezreel,and the miſerable 7ezabe/ hear- 
ing of the death of her ſon by the conſpiracy of his 
enemy,and conſidering that there was no way to op- 
poſe him by arms had recourſe to the charmes of her 


to him that the buſineſs ſhould be kept very ſecret, 1o ſelf ſex, She wasyer in ſuch a condition as ſhe thoughe 


and that when he ſhould be arrived, he ſhould call 
Zehu aſide, and withdraw into ſome chamber, and 
there conſecrate him King with that unction that 
he had in his hand, making him know that God gave 
him his maſters houſe and crown to revenge the 
bloud of the Prophets and ſervants of God upon the 
race of Ahab and 0n 7ezabel. 

This ſon of a Prophet ſent by E£/;/ha, did all that 
was commanded him, and arriving at the Camp 
found ?ehy environed with other Caprains, and fig- 
nified to him that he had a word or two to ſpeak to 
bim, which made him quit the company, and enter 
into a neighbouring chamber,where the other pow- 
red out the ſacred oyl upon his head, faid to him,_l 
have anointed you this day over the people of the 
God of 1(racl, and conſecrated you King to ruine 
ffom God the houſe of Ahab your Maſter, and to 
revenge the bloud of the Prophers and ſeryants of 
God upon ?ezabe! who ſhall be eaten up of Dogs 


her capable to enamour that new King. . Inſtead of 
putting on mourning,ſhe decks ard paints her ſelf, 
and places her felt in a window of the City + infighe 
of all the world to fee thatConquerour pas by. But 
he having caſt his eyes on high, asked who that wo- 
man was, not being able yet well to diſcern her fo 
far off, and when anſwer was made bim that it was 
7ezabel the Queen, he commanded thoſe that were 
in the window to throw her down, which they did 


20 without any farther deliberation, and the miſerable 


in talling bedewed the wal with her bloud, and ex- 
= the remainder of her life under the feet of 

orſes, 7eha remembred as he was at ſupper what 
had paſſed, and was touched with ſome remorſe for 
the uſage rhat bad been ſhewed ro Fezabe! his Mi- 
ſriſs, and faid to his men, Look out rhe body of 
that wretched woman, and give it burial, for ſhe 
was a King's _ And when they were come 
upon the place they found nothing but her head , 


and no body ſhall give her burial. As ſoon as he had 30 with the ends of her feer and hands, the Dogs having. 


ſaid this, he opens the door and flies, 7ehx comes 
forth, and ſhews himſelf ro his Captains, who had 
a curioſity to know what had paſſed in that treaty, 
and asked of him what that mad-map meant that 
came to him, 7ehu feigning that they well enough 
knew the cauſe ofit , _- need not go about to 
inform themſelves, held chem in expectation,andin 
fine,declared to them that it was one of Eliſha; di- 
ciples'that bad brought him the news thar he ſhould 


eat up the reſt. This hiſtory is horrible, and none can 
ſufficiently imagine the vengeance of God upon 
thoſe that violate Religion, and ſhed the bloud 6f 
ſacred perſons and other of God's ſervants. 

One cannot juſtifie eh for the rebellion againſt 
his Maſter, but intaking him for a ſcourge of the 
wrath of God:who was an inſtrument 'ot his Juſtice 
without far all that becoming juſt. For whatſoever 


-Pretence he made of Religion, he was puſhed on by 


reign in Jſrac/, and that ſuch was the will of 46 atempeſtuous and bloudy ambition, and made him. 


God. 

It is a wonderful thing that none of the chief men 
of the Army oppoſed themſelves againlt ir, bur that 
all at chat very inſtant laid down their Cloaks under 
Zeh's feet aSit were to raiſe him a throne,and cry- 
ed out God fave the King. The conſpiracy a- 
gSainſt Jorame being framed, he hinders any notice 
to be given him, and marches with a {ſtrong hand to 
the City, to ſurpriſe -him and Ahaziab King of 7u- 


ſelf a Revenger of Tyrants for no other end: bur to 
be their ſucceſſour, filling with crimes the place that 
he had voided by fury. He made uſe of the Prophets 
for his ownintereſt, and left not ro continue the 1- 
dolarry of the goldenCalves,to render himſelf plea- 
ſing ro the molt powerful. He was an ambiguous ſpi- 
rit,and had as many waters and folds,as he had pre- 
tenſions. He cauſed his Miſtriſs to be killed more for 
the fear of his mind then for the zeal of Religion. 


d«h together with him, that was come to vitit him go This poor Sidexien that was a woman of a good un. 


in his {ickneſs, The ſentinel chat ſtood at the gate of 
the City told that he ſaw a body of Cawvalicrs co- 
ming ina right line to the City, whereupon theKing 
ordered that one of his men ſhould go out to diſco- 
ver it. This Scout was gained by 7chs,and ranged 
himſelf on his ſide. Another isſenr ont, which does 
alſo the ſame : whereart the King being much afto- 
niſhed takes his Coach, and Ahaziah his, to ſee 
what the buſineſs was, As ſoonas he perceived e- 


dcerftanding and courage , inſtead of living quietly 
with her hasband, was pricked on with a vanity to 
make her Gods be worſhipped, and ceaſed not to 
perſecute the Prophets, having ſworn that ſhe wou!ld 


cauſe Elijah to be murthered , making him ro 


be followed and ſought after in all places withour 


being able co entrap him. Burt on the contrary, he 
ruined her with all her houſe, leaving a terrour to 


all great ones to enterpriſe any thing againſt thoſe 


hs , be ſaid, What are you not a man of peace ? 6@tbat are proteted under the covert of the face of 
d 


Whereto eh repiyed, What peace, while the for- 

nications and poyſonings of Fezabel your Mother 
are yet in ful vigour ?Foram ſaw plainly by his coun- 
tenance,and by that anſwer,that there was miſchief 
and began to wheel abour, ſaying to Ahaziah his 
companion, We are betrayed,and ſceing that be was 
no way preparedto make reſiſtance to ſuch a power 
berook himſelf to flight. But eh bending his bow 
lets fly an arrow at him that pierced him through 


God. 

* As this Prophet had been a man of Prodigies in 
all his life, ſo God limited his converſation amongſt 
men with a ſtrange miracle that fince Ewocb had not 
been practiſed in rhe world, It is faid that an egg 
well emptied and filled with dew, will mount on high 
and follow the raies of the Sun that draws it, So 
Elijah by a long exerciſe of contemplation was pn- 
rified from all earthly things, and filled with the 


and killed him in his Chariot. Ar the ſame inſtant ,g unCtion of the Spirit of God. He thought on no. 


he cauſed his body to be taken up to caſt it on the 
road, in the field of Naboth and puriued 4haziah 


thing but en Heaven, where he had lodged the bet- 
ter part of himſelf, Ged had revealcd to him that 
he 


x; ala; 
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he ſhould not die after the manner of other men, but 


that be ſhould be rapt and carried away into a place 


of peace and reſt, He expeRted that molt happy day, 
& thonght to ſteal away even trom his own Diſciple 
Eliſha that would never quit him. They were 
walking both together after they had paſſed the Rij- 
ver fordax on'dry foot, Elijah having divided it 
with his Mantle , when behold a burmng Chariot 
drawn with horſes of fire comes to take up the Pro- 


the people of 7/rarl, but very particular tohim ; 
CS his Mantle as a precious Relique, 
which he carefully kept , making ule of it to divide 
the waters of 7ordax, and to renew the Miracles of 
his Maſter. | "i 
Elijah according to the common opinion was 
tranſported to the Terreſtrial Paradiſe from which 
he is to come at the renovation of the world. And 
as if in that dwelling of delights be had not yet caft 


= Eliſa his Diſciple had earneſtly begged of 10 away the care and direRtion of the Court , Foram 
1 


m, that bis Spirit might be multiplied in him, as 
well in what touches Prophecy as the gift of Miracles, 
and Elijah promiſed him that it ſhould be granted ro 
him,in caſe that he could ſee bim when he ſhould be 
taken up. And this is the reaſon for which that dear 
Diſciple never went ont of his fight ſo much as one 
moment, and when that Chariot ſurrounded with 
innocent flames preſented it ſelf, he faw his Maſter 
aſcend who was ona ſudden ſnatched up above the 


King of 7:dah received a Letter from him nine 
_ after his Tranſlation, in which he chid ſharpl 

or his bad deportments,and forerold him the Ckreb 
that ſhould happen ' to him, Some hold that that 
Letter was wricten by Elijah before he was taken 
up by way of Prophecy , and kept till that time by 
Eliſha. Others as the Hebrews think that it came 
by Miracle and by the Miniſtery of an Angel, di- 
reced by Elijabat the fame time, to teach us, That 


Clouds of Heaven, in recompence of his zeal and 20 the Saints renounce not a Legitimate care of the 


moſt pure Virginity. ' E/;ſ-a looked upon him with 
rears in his eys calling bim his Father, the Charior 
of 1/rael,and the ConduRour of the people of God. 
In fine, when he appeared no longer , berent his 


clothes wearing mourning for a lols common to all ' 


Court, and of the Aﬀairs of the World, when they 
areto be directed to the glory of God, to whom 
the Living and the Dead ought to render the Homa- 
ges of their Fidelity. 


ELISHA- 


of Eliha, ſeeing his maſter made him heir 
of his Spirit (as it were) by a wonderful 
tranſpiration. That man of fire engraved his cha. 
racer upon the perſon that he loved moſt in all the 
world, with fo perfc& an expreſſion, that he ſeem- 
ed to be born again in himin every thing that he 
had of excellency. 
He went to take a new lifein a terreſtrial Para- 


H E that bath ſeen Elijah cannot be ignorant 


The firſt encounter that happened to him at Court, 
was with three Kirgs, fehoſhaphat King of Zuda, 7o- 
ram King of 1ſracl, and the King of 1dumea. Jorans 
had taken arms againſt the King of Aſoab, that re- 
fuſed to pay him a certain tribute, and had drawn 
to his party thoſe two other Kings that went to aid 
him in perſon. Now as they pafled throngh the de. 
farts of [d#mea, they werein extreme want of wa- 
ter,fo that the men and beaſts were ready to periſh, 


diſe withour looſing that which he had in the world, ; © which put 7oram in an unſpeakable pridt, ſeeing he 


He lived in the one by himſelf, and in the other by 
Eliſha, inthe one he performed contemplative 
Funions, and in the other, ative; inthe one he 
wasa Demi-God, andin the other the Prince of 
men. That Manile of Elijah was more then an hea- 
ven beſpangled with its Starres , fince it carried ſo 
many Lights and Sciences. It dried up the waters 
of Fordan, bur it opened at the ſame time ſprings of 
Wiſdome, It wasan Oracle (more admirable then 


the gift of the high Prieſt) that ſpake without a , 


voice, and taught without a ſchole,that could change 
in a moment Ignorants into DoRours, and Peaſants 
into Prophets. 

El:ſhah was taken from theplough, and after he 
had tilled the earth, he manured his own ſpirit, He 
that commanded a lictle field, exerciſed his Empire 
over great kingdoms ; he made and unmade Kings, 
as the true ſervant of Elijah, or rather as the Inter- 
preter of God. Happy are the lands (ſaid one) that 
were heretofore tilled by the bands of Trinmphers, 
and with a Pleugh crowned with Lawrels, but more 
happy thoſe of E1i/3a, that experimented that ſame 
arm as was to divide the waters and crown Kings. 

O what a great thirg is Nothing inthe hands of 
God ! ſince that a man come'from the plough does 
miraclesin Nature, and prodigies in Empires. His 
wonders have in fome ſort exceeded thoſe of his 
waſter, for he reſembled rhe ſhoots of the Vine that 
raiſe themſclves even aboye'the tree that have ſcr- 
ved for a prop. We let paſs all chat he did amongſt 


the people, to conſider him treating wich the Kings , 


and Princes of the earth, where we ſhall ſee how he 
brought the Maxims of heaven. 


had aſlembled thoſe two Kings with their Armies, 
to make- them die with thirſt, Feboha; hat , thar 
was more pious then he, counſels him to have re. 
courſe to God by the interceſſion of ſome Propher. 
One of his Courtiers ſuggeſt E/;Þ4 to him, who 
was nearthe place. The three Kings go to ſeek 
him in a company, to implore his aid. 

Bur as ſoon as the Prop het ſaw 7oram the ſon of 
Ahab, who was an Idolater, as his farher had been, 


o ie ſaid to him with an incomparable conſtancy , 


What bave We to dee together ? Go an conſult with the 
Prophets of your father and of your mother Jezabel, 
thoſe that are the ſervants of God, are not for you. 
This was to expreſscontempt enough to a King; and 
yer it is the fafhion of men arCourc not to be repulſ- 
ed at firſt by the diſdains and anger of a man with 
whom they have buſineſs, This ryan purſues and cells 
him, that it was a piteous ſpectacle to ſee thre Kings 
riſh for thirſt, and ready: be delivered into che 
nds of the Afoabites. _ Eliha remaining in the 
ſame opinion, replyed, were it not for the reſpet [ 
bear 7echoſsaphat, who is a worſhipper of the true 

God, I would not fo much as look you in the face. 
Which diſcovers clearly, that alliance with Inft 
dels, although for cercain neceſfities they may be 
ſomewhar tolerable, ceaſe not for all that to be al- 
wayes much to be feared. Eliſa would not for 
that time addreſs himſelf to ?:h:ſpaphat and difunite 
him from that enterp-iſe, imitating the prudence of 
thoſe that ler a buſineſs begun, run on when i” may 
any-way be defended , bur yer he ſufficiently ex- 
preſſed, that that company did nor pleaſe him - ard 
when 7ehoſoaphas was returned to his houſe from the 
WArre 
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warr that he had maintained with Ahab againſt the 
King of the Syrians, the Propher chid him tor it,and 
told him,chat he deſerved the wrath of God for ha- 
ving given aid to an impions King ; but that he had 


bad a regard to other good works done by him, and 


was not willing todeſtroy him. $0 E/3/ha could not 
endure to ſee that coinpany with him,and was fo far 
tranſported wich a fervency of zeal, that he was fain 
to call for a Muſician to ſing ſome ſong, and by his 


harmonies appeaſe the ardours and commortions of x0 


his ſpirir, to ſet it again in a perfe calmneſs. After 
this, he felt the powerfull effects of the hand of God, 
and in a defperate drought commanded to make 
channels and pits, and promiſed water in abundance, 
with a compleat victory over the ſoabites, And 
this Prophecy was verified the Morrow after, when 
ſtreams were ſeen gliding in all places, to the com- 
fort and admiration of all the World. 

: The AMoeabites baving diſcovered the deſign of 


ſpirit of Prophecy, ſo that the other was amazed 


"to hear that the moſt ſecret buſineſſes which he 


had treated in his Cabinet with his moſt intimate 
Confidents were diſcouered. He thought that bis 
Counſellours of State ſold him to the King of 7/- 
racl, but one aſſured bim that that came ſrom the 
Prophet Eliſha, who knew things to come by the 
ſpirit of God, which was in bimin a wonderfull 
manner, | | ar 
This Prince inflamed with choler, diſpatches im« 
mediately Souldiers ( in a great number) to appro» 
hend Elia, who failed not to beſet the little. Ciry 
of Dethay whether the Prophet was retired. "The 
Prophet's ſervant being riſen at break of day, to go 
abroad, perceived thoſe Companies of men of arms 
and ran to his Maſter much affrighted, crying our: 
That all was loſt, and that the. City was environed 
with Chariots and with Horſes that came to take 
him, But E/i64 falled with the confidence that he 


theſe three Kings that came out againſt them, put 20bad in God his great Maſter, made him anſwer, 


themſelves into the field, and when they perceived 
upon the break of Day a River that was all red þ 

the reflexion of the rayes of the Sun that ſhined 
upon it, they imagined that their enemies had mu- 
tually ſlain each other, that that River was red with 
their bloud, and that there was no more to ,do but 
to run afcer their ſpoils. But they were extremely 
amazed when they ſaw themſelves combated furi- 
ouſly by thoſe char they had put in the number of 


That there was nothing to be feared, and that his 
party was much the ſtronger ; which ſeemed ve 
hard to be believed by a man whom fear bad 
much ſhaken, till ſuch time as his Maſter taking a- 
way the fillet of ignorance that was upon his eyes; 
diſcovered to him a Mountain full of Chariots and 
of Horſes that entowred E/ifpa, and watched for 
his proteRion. 

Thns it pleaſes God ſometimes to draw his Ser. 


the dead. 1he King retiredinto bis Capital City, 4 Yants ont of the hands of Perſecutours by extraor» 


which was immediately beſieged, and preſſed with 
violence, Heeflayed to —_ a ſally and __ 
the Idumeans, backed no good ſucceſle. And there- 
fote he had: recourſe to an horrible attempt, and 
made a pitifull Tragedy , for he killed his onely ſon, 
the hcir apparent ot his Kingdom, and offered him 
in ſacrifice to his falſe Gods, cauling his head to be 
cur offasa victim upon the-ramparts, in the view 
ofall tHe world, The Devil had perſwaded thoſe 


dinary wonders. Art other times he permits dark- 
neſs to exerciſe its power upon the light, and the 
impious to take and perſecute the juſt, to render 
them glorious by their ſufferings. He would not 
admit on the day of his Paſſion the twelye Legions 
that be might have obtained of bis heavenly Father 
for his defence, that he might not deprive our Chri- 
ſtianity of the example of his dolours , and yet he 
raiſes up armies of tire to defend Eliſha, with inten 


miſerable Pagans that the ſacrificing of humane 4 tion to make us ſee that he is able to hinder us from 


bloud was ſovereign to appeaſe the wrath of the 
Gods , which made this deſperate King lay his own 
ſon to preſerve bis Crown and State by a Remedy 


receiving any harm, but that it is the greater glory 
to conquer it by patience. - 
The Prophet ſeeing the heavenly Legions that 
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worſe then.the diſeaſe. 

- This nad man ſaw not that Kingdoms cemented 
with the blond of Innocents cannot be of long conti- 
nuance in the hands of thoſe that poſſeſſe them by 


ſtood to aid him, would nor for all that thunder: 
ſtrike thoſe that come to take him; but contented 
bimſelf to blind them for a time, that he might have 
given them light for eyer, if they would bave pre. 
ſach inhumane wayes ; and that ſacrificing his own terred it betore darkneſſe. Thoſe poor men ſeeing 
ſon to buy a. Peace, he made himſelf an interiour theraſelves ſtruck with ſuch a ſudden blindneſs were 
warr in his own ſonl, and raiſed agiinſt himſelf a 50 extremely aſtoniſhed, yer { as malice quits not ſo 
thouſand fu:ies, with as many ſnakes and torchesto ſoon her venome) they ſought for the ſervant of 
% flirr up bloudy remorſes. the reſt of his whole life, God, blind-folded, darkned as well in minde as bo- 
: The b<Hegers bad ſuch an indignation at an aQt ſo dy, when hepreſ-nted himſelf to them, and rold 
barbrous, that they left the fiege chrough horrour, them that he wou!is ſhew them the man they ſought 
being unwilling auy more to prefſe him that for the for, ifthey would follow him, which being agreed 
ſear of evil had deſcended ( in their opinions ) ro the to, heled them ſtraight into Samaria, the capital 
laſt of cvils. This warr had pood, facceſſe, and the City of their enemies,and at that inſtanr reſtored co 
preſence of a faithful King brought a bleſſing to them their eyes, - to give them the knowledge of the 
the infidels; whereas ar o:her times the faichfall danger whercin they were. 
ones have periſhed by their alliance with the In- 6g They thought that there was nothing 'now re. 


fidels : as 1t happened to Ahaziah King of ada, 
who was at lai k1!!-d by F-bz for having too much 
embraced the friendſhip of thoſe that were not of 
bis Religion, 

Now although the Prophet Elia had an heart 
pierced with grief to ſee Foram ſeparated from the 
crue God, yer he left not to ſuffer him as long as 
Providence would bave it ſo, to ſerve him like a 
good ubjec, and io give him Advice very neceſ- 
fary for the: Preſervation of his State. He decla- 
red to him the Counſels and the Enterpriſes of the 
king of Syria bis enemy, which he knew by the 


maining to them bur to be cut in pieces ;} and indeed 
foram the King of 1/rael would have cauſed them 
to be'maſſacred, had not Fli&a forbid him to 
touch them, becauſe that he had not got them by 
the point of the ſword, but were come by miracle 
into his hands. Furthermore, he ordered that ſome- 
thing ſhould be given them to eat, which was done, 
and after they had raken their refe&tion, they were 
ſent backthe (traight way into their Country. Be- 


70bold a courtelic worthy of the new Teſtament and 


of tht Evangelical Law ! Eſpa would not that his 


' miracles ſhould be miſchievous; *he contented 


him- 
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himſelf to overcome thoſe byBenetits that he might 
hurt by Juſtice, to ſhew, that there is nothing fo vi- 
Rorious as a great heart that can make viſible , that 
itis che higheſt point of power and goodneſs to 
pardon that by grace and mercy, that mighc be re- 
venged by” reaton, 

cometime after, Brzhadad King of Syria came to 
Fay fiege to the City of Samaria, where the Kin 
w.is ſhut in, and preſled fo vigoroufly the belicged 
by tamine, 
ſcore Livers, and a little barrel of Pigeons-dung 
for five Franks. Ir vas an extreme rage, and a fu- 
rious deſpair, that expected nothing bur the heighth 
of evils tor its remedy. 

lc happen'd that King Foram paſſed through the 

flreer, that he put on Sackcloath under his cloaths, 
when a poor woman all be. blubberd with tears 
came to him, and requeſted of him life and ſafety : 
bur the poorKing not knowing what.to do for her, 
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the ſame price one ſhould have two of Barley. 
Whereto one of che Nobles of cheCourt,on whom 
the King leaned, replied , That that would be ve- 
ry hard to be believed, though it ſhould pleaſe God 
to open Windows in Heaven to make it rain Corn, 
Bur E/:Þ,a anſwered, that he ſhould ſee that miracle 


| belore his eys, butſhould nor enjoy its good effects, 


that an Afſe's head was ſold for four. 10 gate of Samaris , 


The morrow after it happen'd , that four Le- 
pers that had withdrawn themſelves near to the 
prefled with hunger and with 
miſery, of which they could findno eaſe , neither 
within nor without the City, were reſolv'd to go 
into the Camp of the Enemy , to find there either 
bread or dz-ath. As they approached their Tren- 
ches, they perceiv'd that all was empty ; which 
made them venture to enter in their Tents, where 
they found abundance of booty and began to pil. 
lage. Yet they had ſome remorſe of conſcience to 
think fo ardently upon their own profit , without 


faid only to her, That he was not God to give her 20 carrying that good news to the City , and ranin- 


bread : ſhe then deſired Juſtice of him in a contro. 
verſie which ſhe had with a wicked woman, The 
King was content to hear her , and thereupon ſhe 
toid him, that ſhe had made an agreement with thac 
woman to eat together two little ſons whereof they 
were mothers, on ſach conditions that hers ſhould 
be caren firit, and that the morrow tollowing, her 
neighbours ſhould be ferv'd upto the table alſo : 
and that in the purſuance of this, her little ſon had 
been maſſacred and devoured by his ewn mother 
and the Complice of her crime: but that now there 
was a queſtion of proceeding to eat the fon of her 
Comrade, ſhc had hid him, and refuſed to give him, 
and that thereupon ſhe beſccched his Majelty to do 
her juſtice, Poram was ſo affrighred at the propoſi- 
rion of that woinan,that he rent His cloaths, and pur 
himſeliin mourning, 

Bur inſtead of humbling himſelf he ſware that the 
head of Eliſa ſhould nor ſtay a day longer upon his 
por gran - 

u 


erfal, ſuffered ſuch a famine of his people without 


ZO 


helpingir. He was like thoſe Afexicaxs that make - 


their King ſwear that the Sun ſhall give be Day, 
and the Clouds theirReign,and the Earth its Fruits, 
and in c:ſc that this fails, lay the blame on him and 
murther him. He imagined that the Prophet had 
barrenneſs and fruictuliefs in his hands, as his Ma- 
ſter E/ijah,and chat he ought to ſacrifice him for the 
Publick, This Speech coft Foram dear, who was af- 
terward difpoſſefſed of his kingdom : and the Pro- 
pher doubring of «his attempt, faid to thoſe that 
were about him, Tha: the fon of the Viurtherer A- 
h.tb had given command to cut off his head, that he 
that was to give the {troke was upon the way, and 
that they ſhould Keep the door faſt ſhut : Where 
we ſee, that the ſame Prophet that had before fiery 
Legions at bis command, is on terms to defend him= 
ſe!t after a faſhion weak enough -to reſiſt rhe force 
of a King. Buritis toteach us, that God gives 
not always to the Saints the power of Miracles, no 
mo-e then the ſpirit of Prophecy, and thac that fail- 
ing ,” they ought to make uſe ot the lights of their 
ordinary prudence. | 

It may be inferr'd from the ſacred Text, that 7o- 
ram changed his mind, and came himſelf ro find E- 
liſa, not as a perſecutour , but in quality ofa ſup- 
pitant, advernſing him of the extreme rage of the 
Famine by the accident that had newly happen'd 
ro thoſe miſcrable women, Then Eliſha inſpir*d 
promiſed aloud, thatin that very time that ſeem d 
ſo calamirous, a buſhel of Meal ſhould be ſold but 
for twenty $0us at the gate of Samaria and that for 


70 


ſtancly to the Porters 'of Samaria, to carfſe the 
King to be advertiſed of that happineſs. He was 
ſo out of hope, that this made him enter into di- 
ſtruſt, left it ſhould be a plot of the Enemies, out of 
a deſign to make them come forth and © ſurpriſe 
them, A reſolution was made, that ſome Cava- 
liers ſhould be ſent forth to diſcover what had paſ- 
ſed, and of the five horſes that were left in the Ci- 
ty, the reſt being conſumed by the Famine, two 
are diſpatched, who confirm the news brought by 
the former meſſengers, and aſſure that the Syrians 
had raiſed the ſiege in diſorder, forſaking their vi- 
Qual, their ammunitions, and all their riches. The 
God of Hoſts that holds in his hand the iſſues of 
Battels and of Sieges, had operated therein , rai- 
ſing a feryour in them that made them believe, tha 
the King of Egypt and the King of the Hirrites were 
coming to fall upon them with huge Armies to cut 
them to pieces, whereat they were ſo affrighted 


2gainſt him, that he being ſo pow- 40 That they quirred all that they had moſt pretious, to 


ſave their lives, 

This hunger. ſtarv'd pecple that bad been fo long 
ſhut up within the walls of a deſolate City gpes our 
in throngs, and runs onal! ſides to the prey that the 
hand of Heaven had prepared for them. The a- 
bundance was ſo great,that the Prophecy of F1:bs 
was verificd, and that great Lord that had contra- 
ricd it by derifion was trod to deach by the people 
at the pate of the City, fo dangerous it is to diſtruſt 
the power of God, ard ro oppoſe his Prophets, 

Eliſha had another paſſage with Naamas in 
which he expreiſed a great generoſity. This NVas- 
max Was a Syria by Nation, and Lord high Con- 
ſtable of the King of Syria, His conditiou had fil- 
led hica with honours and wick riches, but hiscon- 
Ricution had burthened him with a ſhameful Lepro- 
ſie that deprived him of all the ſweetneſſes of his 
life. God that often makes the renown of great 
perſonages fly upon the rongne of {1mple peop!e 
where itis leſs ſophiſticated, permicred rhar a little 
Girle (a ſlave) that had core from Fave, that was 
at that time in Naamans Wive's ſervice, ſhould 
ſpeak a thouſand good words of the miracles of Z- 
liſpa to ber Miſtriſs ; and aſſured her,that he would 
ealily be able to reſtore health to her Maſter , and 
to cure him of his Leprokfie. 

'This came to the King of Syria's cars, who ve- 
ry much priſed his Conttable by reaſon of rhe great 
and faithful ſervices that he had done him. And, 


as thoſe that defire cure negle& no advices, be 
of 1ſracl with many 
cal him bythe mcans of 
his 


ſends Na«man to the _y 
preſents,requeſting = wy - 
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his Prophet. The King was greatly amaz'd at theſe 
letrers, and imagin'd that that crafty Syrian mean'd 
to pick a quarrel with him ro invade his kingdom, 
entreating him as a Deity, as if he had been the au- 
thour of kfe. and death, His apprehenſion was ſo 
great, that he rent hiscloaths and put himſelf in 
mourning, as in the danger of near diſaſter, 

But Eliſha comforted him, made him know that 
there was a moſt mighty God in J/rae/ that 


to give to each of them a change of raiment, Naa- 
man thought himſelf oblrged by this requeſt, and 
inſtead of one talent gave him two, with two hand- 
ſome ſutes of cloaths, cauſing all of it to be carried 
by two of his ſervants , by reaſon that a talent of 
ſilver was a good load for one man. Gehaz; thought 
that be had ſucceeded bravely in his cheat , bur 
when he preſented bimſelf to his Maſter , he told 
him , that he had been preſent in ſpirit at all that 


wrovpht by his Prophets, and bad him not to fail to 10 had pafſed, and that he was not ignorant, that he 


ſend the ſick man to him, which he did and Naaman 
was immediately at E/-ſpa's door, with a great train 
of chariots and horſes. But the Prophet having a 
mind to ſhew a: that time that he was not moved 
with the vanity of all ihe retinue of great perſona- 

e,would not ſo much as ſee him, but ſent him word 
thac he ſhould go and waſh himſelf ſeven times in 
(_ and then he ſhould recover his bealth, This 
Lord was vext at ſo dry a proceeding, and went a» 


had at preſent filver from Naaman enough to be- 
come a great Lord, and to buy lands and ck ; 
but for puniſhment of his crime ,the leproſie of Na- 
aman ſhould ſtay on him , and ſhould paſs as anin- 
hericance to all his race : and at that initant he was 
ſtricken with the leproſie, and retired himſelf, leg- 
ving an horrible example to all thoſe that betray 
their conſcience to ſatiate their covetouſneſs, 

It happens that theſe bad ſervants extremely black 


way diſcon:ented, ſaying, that if there were no 0- 20 therepuration of their Maſters that have not always 


ther pyftery in it , his own Country wanted not 
Springs and Rivers, ſo ordinary it is ior men to 
flight remedies that ſeem too eaſfie,and for the ima- 
gination to look to be entreated with pomp. 

Yet his ſervant told him, that the experiencing of 
that counſel wonld not colt him much , and would 
annoy him nothing , and that in any caſe he ſhould 
make tryal of it, which he did, and carried away a 
perfe cure, whereat he was ſo raviſhed,that he be- 


their eys on their ſhoulders , as Eliſha bad, to fee 
that which paſſes behind them , but when they ima- 
gine that they live very innocently , and that they 

iſcharge their conſciences in their charges , one 
may find that a crafty wife , or a corrupted Com. 
mittee ſell them by a thouſand practices, and de. 
your the marrow and the bloud of men under the 
fayour of their name. Sigi/mond the Emperour 
made one of bis Officers named Pithoy, that had be- 


took himſelf ſuddainly to Fliſaa's houſe to give him 30 trayed- his affairs through coverouſneſs of mony, 


thanks , confeſling thatthere was no other God in 
the world but that of J/-acl , in ſuch a manner , as 
that he gained the health of his ſoul by that of his 
body, ard quitted at the ſame time his leproſie and 
his infidelity. 

He urged the Prophet to accept abundance of 
rich preſents, wherewith he came well laden ., bur 
he conſtantly refuſed them, which is no ſmall proof 
of virtue and of greatneſs of courage. For covetoul. 


drink up a glaſs of melted gold. *Twas buca bad 
potion, bur ſatable for the chaſtiſement of an over- 
flowing ayarice that hath no longer eys for heayen, 
having already givenall her heart to the earth, Jt 
is credible that Naamas was advertiſed of the un- 
rruſtineſs of Gehazi , and that this nothing blemi- 
ſhed the bigh reputation of Z/;ſpa, that was ſpread 
through all Syria. 

After the cure of this Naaman , Benhadad, that 


neſs is like the ſhadow that hinders the light of the 40 was bis Maſter and his King, fell into a mortal ſick. 


Sun, extinguiſhes its heat, and nouriſhes ſerpents , 
ſo ſhe doth eclipſe the brightneſſes of the ſpirit of 
the Prophets , deads the love of the Devout, and 
gives rforihient tothe paſhons, Men antiently 
were tryed by the river of Rhixe, but now they are 
experimented by the golden ſlreams of Pa#olms. 
Thoſe that render piety mercenary , have none at 
all ; the ſpirit in them follows the fleſh, and heaven 
gives way to earth, Alltheimportunities of Naa- 


ay could not ſhake Eliſha, he was a baſilisk that 5O 


could not be inchanted by the charms of avyarice , 
he had eys of proofagainft the gliſtering of the gold 


of Syria ; when he would have no mony, the other 


| begged of him a little earch, as much only as would 


load rwo Mules, to build an Altar to the true God 
with holy ground, and not prophaned by [dolatry , 
expreſſing by this requeſt , that he detired to wor- 
ſhip the cre God in ſpiric and in truth, though he 
reccived not Circumclion, nor the other Ceremo- 
nies of the Jews. He added to his former ſnit the 
permiflion to accorrpany his Valter to the Temple 
of the 1dols through a pure civility , without ren- 
dring any inward adoration to the Gods of $yri4, 
which the Prophet granted him, and ſent him away 
in peace, all fu]l ot blefſing. 

But Gehazs Elſha's ſervant was like to ſpoil all by 
a wicked couzcrage, for he ran after Naaman,who 
ſeeing him come, alighred our of his chariot and re- 
ceived him with much honour , asking what he de- 


fire& of him, The other feigned that rwo children of ,. 


the Prophets were come to ſee his Maſter, and thar 
he deſired to gratifie them with a talent offilyer,and 


neſs , and when he had learnt that the Propher X- 
liſha was come as far as his City of Damaſcus, he 
diſpatched Hazae/, one of the prime men of his 
Kingdom with ny Camels laden with great 
riches , to conſult with him about the hope that he 
might have of his recovery , and to defire his help. 
the prophet was not like Hyppecrates that would 
cure none but Greeks , and retuſed to go into Per- 
fa , though he was invited thither by letters, and 
by the offers of that great and magnificent King 
Artaxerxes. But quite contrary, the man of God 
thought that one ought nobggp limit the gifts of 
heaven, and that he that opens the treaſures of na- 
ture to all the Nations of the earth, would not have 


one detain the marks of his power without commu. 


nicating them to thoſe that bear in any faſhion bis 
Image, 

He cleanſed the leproſe of Naaman, but yet for 
ail that cured not Bexbadad, becauſe it was a de- 
cree of Providence that he ſhould dy of that ſick. 
neſs. The Scripture tells us not expreſly what be- 
came of thoſe great preſents , but it leaves us to 
think that Eliſa refuſed them as he had done thoſe 
of Naaman , and did nothing that belied his 
generolity, Although one may alſo believe that 
he accepted them, as well to diminiſh the levies 
of the enemies of his people, as to ſpread them 
amongſt the poor of his Country. He ſpake only 
to this Haza'l the King's Embafſadours a very 
ſhort ſpeech, which was, that he ſhould dy of 
that ſickneſs, and ſhould never riſe out of his 


bed again, and yet in appearance he commands 


him 


Part 5. 


| hath made Caſſia» and other-antient Divines, lay | 


Tht Religious Men, 
him to tell him, that he ſhould eſcape it, and reco- 
ver again his health, .  - 

Which cauſes here a queſtion to ariſe (tho:ny., 
enough) rouching the permiſſion of a lie;afid whi 


ELISHA. 


that thereare lome proficable fies which:ane ought - 
co make uſe of, as one uſesſerpents to Tr 

But. thjs opittion'is no way followed,  bow3s-fo 
dby S. Auguſtine, and the moſt rene 
xX$- So thar when E/5/da ſaid t&Pri 
ching his King, He Sat dir,but rel bhp he 
#: we ought not totake it as'a cpmthand 
arizes a lie, but as a propheey of that 


Hazael*© 
ſrall efeis 


that Beahadad ſhonld die, and that Haz 


therefore he adds, Tell him that he ſhall eſcape 


| know you well, and am certain, that according to 
your policick Maxims you will not fail ro promiſe 


im:#cur6;- It is jutt as God commanded the evil : 


ſpirit to-lie andtodeceive Ahab, foretelling whar 
be woulddo,and not commanding that which ought 
not to be done according to the laws of a good con- 
ſcience. : => 

As Eliſha was forertelling of that Kings death, he 
felc an extaſic of ſpirit and changed, countenance 


1 ; : kivgs ; and one ought” neveel 
nce 10 take cofiſulcations with Aſtfolog 


-thould be done. For the Prophet foreſaw . | 
wo things with one and the ſame fight, both | 

| ey 'tO/ fAat- 3s. 
ter him, ſhould promiſe: him health and.life;.; And ' 
whichin a 04 rag terms is as much as a future;and h 
means, that although I declare to you his death, yer 20 
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ne fot a re- 
bis wick gh jc was 
onion of God that Bexhadad ſhould be He- 
'of > Scepter, yet it failed not to be a crime 
&Atl. % 18 
The laſt rancounter that . £/iſha bid at-Court 
was with King 7oaſp, who went to ſee bm a little 
before bis death , and this Prince foreſeeing that he 


yirg himſelf with a King 
l 


- wonldquickly depart ont of this world ſaid to him 


aw: 


weeping that he was the Father , the Charior, 
and the ConduQtour of his:-Kingdome, and of all his 
People expreſiing, that he was afflited with the 
fegret of-his loſs above all the things of the world. 
But Elifpa to comfort him, made him take his bow 
and arrows, and put his hand vpon the King's 


notably, and began to weep, whereat Hazael. was 3o hand as to guide it; after that , he comman. 


much aſtoniſhed, and had a curioſity to know the 
reaſon of a change ſo ſudden. But the Propher con- 
tinuing in the tranſports of his ſpirir,faid unto him, 
] weep and I ſigh birterly, for 1 know the evils that 
thou wilt make my poor people one day fuffer, 
Thou wilt burn down the fair Citics ; thou wilt 
make the younge men paſs by the cdge of the 
ſword ; thou wilt daſh out the brains of the little 
infants , thou wilt inhumanely rip up women great 


ded the window to be ſet open towards Sy- 
ria, and cauſed the King to let flie an arrow 
which he accompanied with Prophericall words, 
ſaying, That it was the arrow of falyation, whoſe 
feathers God himſelf did guide, and that it was a 
meſſenger that prophecied to him, that he ſhould 
combare ard deſtroy the Syrians, enemies of his 
people. 


> After thar, he bad 7-4 again firike the ground 


with child ; chou wilt ſack my dear Country, for 40 with the point of a dart that he had in his hand; 


which | now poure out my tears by way of adyance. 
The Embaſſadour was amazed at a diſcourſe ſo 
ſtrange, and ſaid, Why 2 What am ſhould do all 
theſe outrages? God lorbid that | ſhould ever pro- 
ceed fo far , Ihavein all this no more beleif then 
hath my dog. 

But Eliſha inſiſting, told him, I know by divine 
Revelation that thou ſhalt be wy of Syria, 
and that which | ſay ſhall come to pals under thy 
Reign. Behold aſtrange Prophecy,and ſome body 
may wonder that E/iha did not cauſe that wicked 
man to be ſtrangled that was to make all choſe tra- 
gedies, for how many mothers are there that would 
nve choaked rheir own children at their breaſt, if 
they had foreſeen that after they had ſucked their 
milk, they would one day aſſume the ſpirit of an 
hangman, to tyrannize over mankind ! Yet Eliſha 
reje&tsnot that Hazel, but conſecrates him King 


by his ſpeech, becauſe that be knew thar it was a dil 


which he did three times, and the Propher told 
him that he ſhouldcarcy away as many yiRories 0- 
ver the King of Syria , bur if he had ſtricken till ſe- 
ven times he ſhould have ruined bim even to the 
utmoſt conſummation. 

A little while atter Eliſa dyed, with an high re- 
putation of ſanity, and anextreme regret of all 
the orders of the Kingdome, and was interred in a 
place where he raiſed afterward a dead man by the 


50 touching of his bones ; God rendring eyery thing 


wonderfull in him,even to his very aſhes. 

It appears by all this diſcourſe that this perſon- 
age had nor a Piety idle and fearfull, amorous of 
i's own ſmall preſeryation, without caring for the 
publick good ; bur he had an hearr filled with gene- 
rous flames for the prote&ion of his people, and an 
incomparable ſecurity to ſhew to Princes the eſtate 
of their conſcience. He ſupported all the Realm by 
his prayers, by his exhortations, by his heroick a- 


poſition of (od who would make uſe of him as 60 &ions:; and the loſs of one ſuch man was the over- 


of the rod of kis fury co chaſtiſe the Idolatries of his 


throw of the prime Pillar of the State. 
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JEREMIAH. 


He Prophet 1ſaiah hath engraved 
his Spirit in his Book,and cannot be 
commended more advantageouſly 
then by bis Works. He that would 
make him great Elogies after fo 
ſublime a Prophecy, would ſeem to intend to ſhew 
the Sun with a Torch. The things that are moſt ex. 
cellent make themſelves known by themſelves, as 


breath of Seraphims that proceeds out of this divine 
mouth, that pierces the rocks, that ſhakes the moun- 
tains, that cruſhes the higheſt Cedars into duſt the 
Nations into fear, and the Kings into reſpeR, 
When he comforts, they are 'rivers of milk and 
honey that flow from his tongue, and ſpread them 
ſelves with incomparable ſweetneſſes into aflited 
hearts. When he deſcribes the perfeRions and the 


God and the Light : and I may fay, all the words 10Treign of the Meſſias, oy are the amorous extaſlics 


that this divine Perſonage hath left us, are as many 
charaRers of his Immortality. 

It is with a very juſt title that we put him amongſt 
the holy Courtiers, for he was born at the Court of 
2adee, and fomehold that he was the Nephew of 


* King Amaſiah. This birth fo elevated, and ſo many 


fair hopes which might flatter him ro make him fol- 
low the courſe of the great ambitions of the world, 
did no way ſhake the force of his ſpirit, It was a 


of a Spirit melted by the heats of Zeſws that ſtrikes, 
burns,and penetrates him,more then ſeven hundred 
years before his birth, | 

The holineſs of his life marched always handin 
hand with his Do&rine : he was a man dead to all 
worldly things, that lived but by the raptures of his 
deified ſpirit, He loved ſirgularly the poor, and 
comforted them in all their necefſities. He ſpake to 
Kings and reproved their ſins with an heroick con- . 


Soul conſecrated to things Divine, that ſacrificed 20 Rancy worthy of his Blood and Miniſtry. 


the firſt fires of his youth by the moſt pure flames 
of Angels. Never did Prophet enter into that Mini- 
try with more authoriry and diſpoſition of heayen. 

He had a ſublime viſion,in which he ſaw the Ma- 
jeſty of God ſeated upon a Throne of glory enyi- 
ron'd withSerapbims,thatweretranſported through 
the admiration of his greatneſs.God in perſon crea- 
red bim his Prophet ; the Seraphim, a meſſenger of 
the ſovereign power, purified his lips with a Car. 


At the ſame time,as Romnlw began the Court of 
Rome, Iſaiah ſaw that of Fudea, where he experi= 
mented great changes and ſtrange diverſitiesaccor- 
ding to the revolutions of humane things.He paſſed 
his youth under his Uncle Amaſiah who was at firſt 
a Prince good enough, and very obedient to the 
voice of the Prophets : for when he had enterpriſed 
a mighty war with the 7dumears, he raiſed two Ar- 
mies, one of his own people, and the other ofthe 


buncle, from whence proceeded a celeſtial fire, that 30unbelieving 7/raelires which he had invited to 


if he had got any pollutions at the Court , where 
tongues are ſo free, they might be taken away by 
that ſacred touch. He offered himſelf ro God with 
an heart full of chearfulneſs, to carry his word be. 
fore Kings and SubjeRs, withour fearing their me. 
naces or their furies, And he acquitted himſelf all 
his life-time worthily of that duty , and propheſied 
more then fourſcore and ten years, not ceaſing to 
exhort,tocounſel,to rebuke, to inſtruct, tocomtorr, 
and to perform all the exerciſes of his charge. 

His Eloquence is as elevated as his birth; he ſpeaks 
every where like a King, with a ſpeech firm, lofty, 
and thundering , that paſſes all the inventions .of 
man.When he threatens and foretels the calamities 
of Nations, it is ſo much lightning kindled by the 


his aid ; but when the Prophet told him that he 
did not well co make uſe of the Arms of 1/rae/ 
that was impious and ſeparated from the true 
God : he diſcharged them freely , although he had 
already paid an hundred thouſand men, and con- 
renting himſelf with his own troops, gave them bat- 
tel, which he gained with great advantages. 

Bur it is a ſtrange thing, that by taking the 1d«- 
means,he took alſo their Gods to worſhip them in 


40 er»ſalem,and made himſelf an arm of hay with the 


prop of theſe imaginary Deities that had in nothing 
profited their Adorers. A man of God that prophe- 
ſed in thoſe-times rebuked him ſharply for it , but 
he demanded who made him the Kings Counſellor, 
and threatned to ſlay him, if he did not _ nr 
0 


The Religious men, 1 $ AIAH. 


hold his peace. The other , without being afraid, 
denounced againſt him that he ſhould come co ſome 
ill end, and left him by flying from the Court, Af- 
ter which, this miſerable Prince fell into a reprobate 
ſenſe, was taken in war by his enemy the King of 7/- 


rael, his capital City was laid waſte,the Temple and 


his Palace pillaged; there was no more that remain- 


_ ed tohimbuta ſhameful & miſeravle life which his 


own SubjeRs tare from him by a wicked conſpiracy. 


Uzziah his ſon and 1/aiah's Confin-german was 10 


ſet on his Fathers Throne art ſixteen years of age, 
and reigned a very long time with a reign peacea- 
ble enough; He built ſome Cities, and fortified 0- 
thers , fet in order an Arcenal ſtored with good 
arms, enterpriſed wars againſt the Philiftims,which 
he ended happily enough. He defeated alſo the Am- 
monites and the Arabians , which made incurſions 
upon his Territories, and renowned himſelf by fa- 
mous victories. He embraced alfo willingly his reſt 


quitted the God of his fathers, renewed the Idola- 
tries of the moſt corrupted of his Predeceſſours, 
took the falſe Religion of the Kings of 7/-acl, cau. 
ſed ſtatues ro be planted on the mountains and on 
the hills, offered Incenſe to them, made his children 
paſs through the fire,and conſecrated them to Idols; 
which drew the wrath of heaven upon him and up- 
on his people , which was beaten with'a thouſand 
ſcourges and moſt great calamities. 

The Prophet 7/aiah ſaw all theſe forms falling 
down upon the miſerable ?xdea, andceafed not to 
forewarnthem, and to arm himſelf with a mpnth of 
fire againſt the diſorders of that wicked Prince n 
bur it was without much effe& , he being ſo much 
corrupted, 

Who would ever have thought that of fo bad 5 
Father ſhould have been born fo excellent a Son as 
Hezekiah , who was inſtruQted by 7/aiah , and fol- 
lowed totally the courſe of his will and counſels fo 


in ſeaſon and addiRed himſelf in the zime of peace 20 Divine,, ſo wholeſome, and wiped ont the blot 


to husbandry. 

The converſation of his dear Couſin that began 
to prophefie the ſeventeenth year of his Reign,con- 
tributed many good effeRts to his Government. But 
as he ſaw himſelf enjoy along Reign , with abun- 
dance of favours from heaven, 'he became very ab- 
ſolute in his will , and would joyn the high. Prieſt- 
hood to the Royalry. For he took the Cenſer, en. 
tred into the Temple, preſented bimſelf at the Al- 


that his Father had imprinted upon the Altars of 
the living God , and made the true Religion flou- 
riſh again, which ſeemed altogether extinguiſhed 
in the confuſions of an abandoned age ! He brake 
down all the Idols that thatunhappy Ahaz had e- 
re&ed. He diſſipated the prophane Groves planted 
on the mountains for the exerciſe of his abominati. 
ons. He did not pardon ſo much as the brazen 
Serpent that Moſes had cauſed to be ſerup to a 


car of Perfumes, to burn Incenſe after the manner 30 good end , although the 1dolaters had afterwards 


of the Prieſts,and although the bigh Prieſt Azarias 
oppoſed him ſtoutly , he deſiſted not from that at- 
tempt, till ſuch time as by a manifeſt puniſhment 
from heaven he found himſelf on a ſuddain touched 
with a leprolie, which appeared on his face,and ren- 
dred him hideous,and out of knowledg, which made 
the Prieſts ( animated by the judgment of God 
that had intervened thereon) chaſe him from the 
Temple ; and he was conſtrained to retire himſelf 


abuſed it. 

He commanded that the Temple ſhould be puri. 
fied and cleanſed by the Levites, together with the 
Tabernacle and facred Veſſels, polluted by his 
Predeceſſour, He renewed the order of the Sacri- 
fices, and the Quoires of Singers dedicated to the 
praiſes of God , herallied all che faichful pzople to 
celebrate the Paſsover and the other ſolemn Feaſts 
amongſt the Fews. This Reign was a golden A ge, 


unto an houſe out of Jeruſalem, having left the ad. 4o and a true School of Wiſdom , when the Propher 


miniſtration of his Kingdom to his ſon. 

This change was very ſen(ible to the Prophet that 
had loved him tenderly, and ſapported the intereſts 
of his houſe ; bur on the other ſide , it was a com- 
fort to him to ſee that he had a ſenſe of his fault,and 
had reduced himſelf voluntarily unto the obſcurity 
of that life for the chaſtiſement of his ſin, 

His example ought to ſerve for a terrour to the 
Secular Powers that will encroach upon the Mini. 


aud the King conſpired with a wonderful accord in 
the ſervice of their great Maſter. 1/+;4h ceaſed not 
to produce ſound thoughts; and that which was 
wholeſomely thought on by that holy man , was 
ſtourly executed by the courageous piety of this 
good King, He laboured in all things for the honour 
of him on whom do depend all Crowns, and God 
alſo laboured powerfully for him, doing more buli- 
neſs in one night , then the arms of iron and ſteel 


ſtery of the Prieſts,and break the barriers that Pro- go could have done in ten years. 
| vidence hath eſtabliſhed for the differencing of the 


Spiritual and Temporal Authority. There is need 
ſometimes bur of a little tongue of Earth to ſepe- 
rate two ſeas, and to keep them in good intelli- 
gBence , but if one ſhould go and cut it off, they 
would mix themſelves and make a great deluge. So 
may we ſay, that the wiſdom of God hath put cer. 
rain bounds between the Prieſts and the Kings , 
which keep the affairs of the Church and of the 


Every one knows how Sexnacherib the King of 
the Aſriaxrs came to lay ſiege before Jeruſalem 
with a prodigious Army , againſt which there was 
no humane reſiſtance. He ſent a certain man nam- 
ed Rabhakth , inan Embaſſage to King Hezrkiah, 
who vomited out blaſphemies , and propoſed to 
him conditions ſhameful to his r-putation. and im- 
poſſible to.all his Powers All the people were in 
an affright , expeRing nothing but fire ard ſword. 


State in a good temper ; but when certain young 60 The King covered with ſack-cloth implores the 


Abiram's interpoſe themſelves to confound theſe 
Powers, they overflow the banks, and make waſtes, 
prejudicial to mankind. : 
After the death of Vzziah, Pothan who was al- 
ready fitted for buſineſs , rook the Government 
with title of a King, and making a ſtrong reflej 
upon the deportments of his Grandfather angfof 
his Father , extracted from thence a moſt excelle 
Leſſon, ruling his SubjeRts with great moderation, 


heavenly afliſtance , and fends the chief Counſel. 
lours of his State to the Prophet 7/aiah , to turr 
away this ſcourge by his prayers. The holy man, 
in that confuſion of affairs whercin one could nor 
ſee one only ſpark of light , encourages him , ani» 
mates him, and promifes him unexpeRed effects 
of the mercy of God, The Prophecy was nor 
vain, forin one only night the Angel of God kil- 
led an hundred fourſcore and five thouſand men 


ſo that the Prophet 7/aiah had nothing to do with 70 in the Army of tle Aſſyrizns by a ſtroke from 


him, 
Burt he left an abominable fon named 4haz that 


Heaven and a devouring fire which - reduced 


them to duſt in their guilded arms, This proud- 


King 


785 


786 


THE HOLY COURT. . 


King was conſtrained to make an ignominious re- 
creat, and being returned to Ninivh the capicall 
City of his Empire, he was ſlain by his own chil. 
dren. This is a maniteit example of the amiable pro- 
teion of God over the Holy Court, who deten- 
ded his dear Hezkiah by the interceſſion of the 
Prophet as the apple of his eyes. | 
He expreſſed yet another ſingular favour to him 
in a great ſickneſs, cauſed by a malignant ulcer, of 
which (according to the courſe of nature) be ſhould 
havedied: and therefore [/aiah went to ſec bim, 
and without flattering him, brought him word of 
his laſt day, exborting him to pur the affairs of his 
State in order. This good King had a tender affe- 
Rion to life, and being aſtoniſhed at that news, pray- 
ed God fervently with a great profuſion of tears, 
that he would bave regard to the fincerity of his 
heart, and to the good ſervices that he had done 
him in his Temple, and not to tear away his life by 


great riches ro thoſe ſtr:ngers , which ſerved much 
to kindle their covetouineſs. Ard therefore the 
Prophet,who was never ſparirg of tis remonſtran- 
ces to iheKing, rebuked fim tor thar aion, and 
fore-told him that he made Infidels fee the great 
wealth that God had given him, through a vain glo-« 
ry which would cott hum dear:and that bavirg been 
ſpeRatonrs of &is treaſures, they had a mind to be 
the maſters of them, ard that ar length they ſhould 


10 compals their deſign, but that it ſhould not be in his 


time, This Prince received the correRion. with pa- 
tience, and took courage, hearing that the hail 
ſhould not fall upon bis head, paſſing over his to his 
childrens. 

Manafſes bis ſon ſucceed him, a Prince truly abo- 
minable, who wiped out all the marks of the piety 
of his facher, and placed Idols even in the ver 
Temple of the living God, All, that J1dolatry bad 
ſhown in ſacriledges, cruelty in murders,impudence 


a violent death in the middle of its courſe, The heart 20 in all fort of wickedneſſes,was renewed by the per- 


of the everlaſting Father melted at the tears of that 
Prince, and he advertiſed [/aiah, who was not yet 
gone out of the Palace, to retread hisſteps,and car- 
ry him the news of his recovery. 

Hetold him from God that he ſhould riſe again 
from that ſickneſs, and within three dayes ſhould 
g0 upto the Temple to render his Thanks-giving. 
Further, he promiſed him that his dayes ſhould be 
augmented fifteen years,and that he ſhould ſee him- 
ſelf totally delivered from the fury of the Aſſyri- 
ans, toſerve the living God in a perfeR tranquilli- 
ty. The King was raviſhed at this happy news, and 
deſired ſome lign of the Divine will to make him 
believe an happineſs ſo unhoped for. 1/aiah tor this 
purpoſe did a miracle, which ſince 7+/#4, bad not 
been ſeen nor heard , whichwas to make the Sun 
turn back, ſo that the ſtiadow of the Diall which 
was in the palace, appeared ten degrees retired, to 
the admiration and raviſhment of all the world. 


ftidiouſneſs of this man abandoned of God, Poor 
1jaidh that had governed the father with ſo much 
authority had no credit with the ſon ; this ryger 
was incenſed at the harmonious conſorts of the di- 
vine Wiſdomes that ſpake by his month, and could 
no more endure the truth, then ſerpents the odour 
oithe vine. 

Yet he defiſted not toreprehend him, and to ad- 
vertiſe him of the pumiſhments that God prepared 


© for his crimes ; whereat this barbarous man was 


{o much moycd ard kindled with fury,that he com- 
manded that this holy old man that had paſſed the 
handreth year,ſhould be ſawn alive by an borrible 
and extraordinary puniſhment. 

O Manaſſes | cruel Afanaſſes,the moſt infamous 
of tyrants,and the moit bloudy of hang-men ! this 
was the onely crime that the furies themſelves even 
the moſt enraged ſhould never have permitted to 
thy ſalvagenels. This venerable Maſter of ſo many 


And to ſhew that the Prophet was not ignorant of , Kings,thus King of Prophets, this prime Intelligence 


Phyfick,bec cauſed a Cataplaſme compoſed of a lump 
of figs to be epplyed to the wound of the {ick man, 
whereby he was healcd, ardin three dayes rendred 
to the Temple. 

This miracle was not unknown to the Babyloni- 
ans, who perccived the immenſe length of the day 
in which it was done ,and their Prince having heard 
the news of it, ſent Embaſſadours to Kings Heze- 
kiah to congratulate his health, and to offer him 
great preſents ; whereat this Monarch, that was of 
an caſe nature, ſuffered himſelf to be a little roo 
much tranſported with joy, and out of a little kind 
of vanity made a ſhew of his treaſures, and of his 


#8 


Prophet weeping,a Man of forrows,an heart 
always bleeding, and eys that are never dry. 


| Pr the moſt afflited of Holy Courtiers,a 


He haunted not great men but to ſee great evils, 


and was not found at Court bur to ing its Funerals, 
and to ſet it up a tomb. ; 
Yerwas he a very great and moſt holy perſon that 
had been ſantified in bis mothers womb : that be- 
San to prophecy at the age of fifteen years ; a ſpitir 


of the State, this mh ry this inftrument of the 
God ot Hoſts, to be uſed ſo barbarovſly at the 
Court by his own blond, after ſo many good coun- 
ſels,ſo many glorious labours, ſo manyOracles pro- 
nounced, fo many Divine aions ſo worthily ac- 
compliſhed ! All the Militia of Heaven wept over 
this companion of the Angels, and the earth cauſed 
fountains to leap up to bedew her lips in the midſt 
of her ardent -pains. His Wiſdome hath rendred 


50 Þim admirable to the Lezrned , his Life inimitable 


to the moſt PerfeR , his Zeal adorable to the moſt 
Courageous, His Age Venerable to Nature , and 
his Death deplorable to all Ages, 


= A 


Babyley, chained as a ſalvage beaſt, he was ſenſbly 
touched with hisaſflition, and made a ſeyere repen- 
tance, being caſt with his irons into a deep pit + a 
he converted himſelf ro God, with bitter ſorrows 
ard roarings of heart that made him obtain a par- 
don of his fans,even fo far asto reſtore him hisLiber- 
ty and his Crown. He behaved himſelf exceeding 
well the reſt of his days,deſtroying that which hehad 
made,& repairing that which he Pad deſtroyed.Bur 


leparated from the vanities and the pretenſions of 10 he lefc behind him a wicked fon, who having imita- 


the world,that was intire to God, thar lived by the 
pureſtflames of his holy love,and quenched his thirſt 
with his tears. He drank the mud of bad times, and 
found himſelf in a piteous Government, in which 
there was little to gain,and much to ſuffer. 


 Afﬀer that the cruel AZanaſſes King of Fades had 
been ſpoiled of the Scepter, and led prifoner into 


ted'him in his vices, followed him not in his repen- 
tance. It was the impious Amen,who was neverthe- 
leſs the father of the holy King 7-fah,who began ro 
reign at 8 years old,and was governed by the good 
and falutary precepts of the Prophet Jercyy who 
cook him into a ſingular affection, : 


] his 


Pat's; 


Parts. 


o 


This g50d Prince conſecrated the firſt fruits of his 
goveramen: by the expiacion of idolatry, which he 
deteſted alwayes by words, and combated by an in- 
defatigible zeal, He never took any repoſe cill he 
had cauſed the idols in Feruſalem and in the neighs 
bouring places to be beat down, plucking up all 
thoſe abominations even by the root. He had ſworn 
ſo capirall ah enmity with impiety, that he perſecu- 
ted the authours of it even to the grave which the 
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fionately lamented, nor is there to be found any one 
among all the Kings of 7adea that hadleſs vices,and 
more zeal tor + +4 at of God, his life was with» 
out ſpot, his reputation without reproach,and to ſay 
rruch, his goodneſs was as it were the breath that all 
the world did breath. Poor Jeremy was focaſt down 
at a death ſo ſudden, that he loſt all his joyes, and be- 
gun then, according to $. 7erom, to make thoſe ſad 
lamentations that hare engraved bis grief on the 


condition of our mortality ſeems to have made as 19 memory of all men. 


the laſt ſanftuary of naturall liberty, yet he cauſed 
the bones of thoſe that had heretofore ſacrificed to 
Idols to be burnt upon the fame Altars as had been 
prophaned by them. After that,he commanded that 


the Temple ſhould be purged;and that the order of 


the ſacrifices and of the praiſes of God, ſhould be 
there carefully obſerved. 

The reading ofa good book found in the Temple 
had ſo powertally wrought upon him, that he af- 


'To queſtion why ſo good a King after ſo many a- 
Ctions of Piety was killed by the band of an Infidel; 
as an old ſuit that human curiofity hath commenc'd 
againſt providence from the begining of the world, 
Sorne (ſaid Plixy) thrive by their wickedneſs, and 0- 
thers are tormented even by their own Sacrifices : 
But whoare we to think to draw the curtain of the 
Sanctuary before the time,and to know the reaſong 
of all char God does, and permits in the world ? For 


ſcmbled his people, and cauſed it to be read in pre- 20 one virtuous Prince that is afflicted in the accidents 


ſence of all the world, with tear and trembling at 
the threatnings contained therein againſt the impi- 
ous. Then he conjured all the company there pre- 
ſent to renew in the ſight of God the oath of fideli- 
ty,& to promiſe him never to depart from his Laws 
and his Commandments, which was performed. 
There was a re-birth of a quite other world under 
the reign of this wiſe Prince that rejoyced the heart 
of the Prophet Feremy ; but he taſted a little honey, 
to drink afterward a cup of wormwood, 

Zofiah was now come to the flower of his age,and 
ot his brave ations, havirg reigned more then 30 
years in a marvellous policy and great tranquillity, 

' when Pharach Nechs King of Egypt making war a- 
gain{t the Aſſyrians would paſs through 7s, 
which gave ſome fear to this good Prince as well 
for the oppreſſion of his ſabje&s that were mena- 
ced by the paſſage of a great army, as not to give 
cauſe of diſconteniment to the King of Aſria;and 


of humane things, we ſhall find alwayes ten wicked 
ones that have ended miſerably, and yet we ceaſe 
not to quarrel with the ordination of hexven. By 
what contrat is. God to make his ſervants alwayes 
win at play and war ? Muſt he do perpetually mira- 
cles to make himſelf bethought what he is > What 
wrong did he do 7ojiah,if after a reign of 31 years, 
conducted with great ſucceſſes, and an univerſal ap- 
probation,he dy'd inthe bed of valour defending 


30 bis Country,:nd rendring proofs of the greatneſs of 


his courage ? What injury was it @ have giuen him 
the honour to carry the hearts of all his ſubjects ro 
his grave,& to ſpread the glory of is name through 
all ages,and all the living? Aﬀer that we have ſeen int 
Hiſtories 1co Tyrants die,almoſt all in a row,of hi. 
deous and bloudy deaths; we come again to Kin 

AAanafſſes,vho after he had ſhed ſo much bloud, pal. 
ſed our of this life by a death peaceably enough, we 
return to Hered,and T uber:4;,and to Mahomer,who 


» therefore he beſtirs himſelf to reſiſt him, and to op- 40 died in their beds, as if they had been great Saints 


poſe his paſſage. 

[t is the milery of little Princes to be engaged in 
the differences of greater ones, as between the An- 
vil and the Hammer , they cannot favour the Party 
of the one, but they muſt render themſelyes the 
ſworn enemies of the other,and Neutrality renders 
them ſuſp-&ted to both. lt is a difficult paſſage,where 
whatſozver Induſtry one brings to it, one often 
leaves bebind the belt feathers of his wings. oſiab 


of fortune,canonized by their happineſs. 

Alas,whar is the life of theſe and of their hke ! to 
be {tabb'd every moment in the heart, ard inthe 
publick opinion, to be curſed of a million of mouths 
every hour of theday; to remain ſhut up inthe 
encloſure of a palace walls, as old owls, and to have 
no other pleaſure bur to make fire and bloud rain 
vpon the heads of men ! What contentment co wax 
pale at every flaſh of lightning; to tremble at every 


without advertiſing the King of Aſſyria that the g , afſaulr of the leaſt diſeale , ro prepare poiſons and 


Parcy would not be maintainable if he ſent not a 
powerfull Ayd, arms ſnddenly againſt a mightier 
then himſelf. NWecho ſends to lim bis En:baſſadours 
to tell him that he meant no harm to his Perſon or 
to his State; that his deſign w:s againſt another 


King whom he wentto combat by the orders of 


Heaven ; that God was with him, and that if be en- 
deavoured to ſtop his paſſage,evi! would beride him 
for it. Notwithitandirg theſe prefling ſpeeches 7o- 
fiah goes out to meet him, 'and as he was come to 
coping with his adverſary, at the very beginning of 
the mingling he was wounded mortally with an ar- 
row ; and commanded his Coachman to draw bim 
Qut of the combat, which he did, and as he was put 
in his ſecond chariot. which followed his chariot 
of war after the faſhion of Kings, he gave np the 
Shoſt without fhgding any remedy to divert the 
ſba-pneſs of that fatal ſtroke. His body was brought 
back co 7ersſalemall bloudy,and the monmings tor 
his deach were ſo ſenfible:and ſo piercin 
ſeemed as if thete had been an univerſall ſacking of 
the whole City. 


Never Prince was ſo beloved, never any more paſ- 


balters for every change of fortune , to live for no- 
thing bur to make men G1; and codie for nothing 
bur ro make the devils a ſpectacle of their pains! 
Is this it that deſerves the name of felicity, and the 
admiration of the world? 

After that Joſiah had drawn tears from the eyes 
of all the Kingdome, the people honouring/his me- 
mory, fet his fon 7ch1abaz uponthe Throne, who 
reigned but three months, becauſe that Nechoh pufe 
up with his victory, that would not ſuffer them to 
think of making a King without his confent, came 
and tell upon 7eraſalew, and carried him away pri- 
ſoner into Egypt where he died of diſpleaſure and 
bad uſage. He took his brother Eliakim or Fehoja- 
kim ro put him in his place, and to make him reign 
under his authority. But Nebnchadaezzar who 
eſteemed himſclfrheGod of Kings could nor endure 
that the Egyptian ſhould intermeddle with giving 


Crowns came to beſiegeern/alemwith great forces, 
, thatit 50 and baving wonit,carried away the miſerable? eho- 


jakzm captive into Babylon with the flower of the 


City, and the ſacred veſlels of the Temple, when 
S 
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he reckoned yet but the third year of his Reign, 

It was a pitiful thing to ſee this infortunate King 
in chains after a dignity ſo ſhort and fo unbappy , 
but this ſo lamentable a change moved his adveria- 
ry to compaſſion, who releaſed him upon condition 
ofa great annual tribute. He —_— it for the 
ſpace of three years by con/traint; his heart and in- 
clinations leaning always towards Egypt, and never 
cealing tacitely to contrive new plots. Belides, he ſo 


Penknife,and caſt it into the fire, commanding that 
ate x and his Secretary Barzch ſhould be appre. 
ended. But God made them eſcape,ordaining that 
that deplorable King that had deſpiſed his Word 
and the admonitions of his prophet ſhould fall into 
that gull of miſeries that had been foretold him, 
The ſame abominations ceaſed not under the reign 
of Zedckiah , and Feremy reſumed alſo new forces 
to fight againſt them, and to publiſh the deſolati- 


forſook the ſervice of God, and abandon'd himſelf 10 ons that ſhould ſuddenly bury that miferable Nati- 


to the impiety of the idolaters,” that the admoniti- 
ons and menaces of the Prophet 7eremy that had 
forerold him of a moſt tragical iſſue, bad no power 
upon his ſpirit. 

And therefore Nebnchadarzzar returned the XI 
year of the reign of this unhappy King, and having 
conquered him again, cauſed him to be aſlaflinated, 
and his body to be caſt on the dunghil for a puniſh- 
menc of his rebellion. He permitted his ſon ehgia- 
chin,otherwiſe Fcchexias to ſucceed him: but ſcarce 
had this diſaſtrous Prince reigned three months be. 
fore this terrible Conqueror tranſported him,with 
his mother,his wives,and ſervants, & made him feel 
in Babylon the rigours of captivity after he had rob- 
bed him of all his treaſures, and drawn out of 7erg- 


ſale ten thouſand priſoners of the principal men of 


all ?zdea ;, fo that this deplorable Realm was then 
between Erypr and Babylon,as a ftraw between two 
impetuous winds, inceſſantly toſſed hither and thi- 
the: without finding any place of conſiſtence. 
Nebuchady:zzar made a King atter his own fancy, 
and choſe Zrd:kiah the uncle of Fehiiachin who was 
at halt the moſt miſerable of all the reſt, Here it is 
that / enemy received a good ſhare of the ſufferings 
of hi; dear Country,and found himſelf entangled in 
very thorny buſinetſes,in which he gave moſt excel- 
lent countels that were little followed, ſo reſolute 
were the King and Nobles to their own calamity, 
He had been very much croubled under the reign of 


on: then Paſoxy one of the principal and of the moſt 
violent Prieſts cauſed the Prophet to be brought be. 
fore bim to reprehend him, for that he ceaſed nor 
to foretel eyils; and to torment all the world by his 
predictions, Whereupon he entred into ſo great a 
wrath againſt the innocent, that without having any 
regard to the decency of his dignity, he ſtroke him, 
and not content with that, cauſed himto be clapt in 
priſon, and chains to be put upon him, 


20 This Divine Perſorage ſeeing himſelf reduced ty 


that captivity for having _—_ theWord of God, 
and being left (as it were) to himſelf rodo and ſuf. 
fer according to nature and humane paſſions , was 
ſeized with a great melancholy,and made complaints 
to God which parted not but from the abundance 
of loye that he bare to him, 

Ha ! what (ſaid he) my Cod, have you then de. 
ceived me? And who doubts bur that you are ſtron- 
ger then 1? Who am] to reſiſt you? You bave made 


35 me carry your word, and to ſpeak boldly your ado- 


rable truths to Kings and Peoples, and for this I am 
handled as an Impolture, and as thedreg of nature, 
and the reproach of the world. Behold what I have 
Sained by ſerving you with ſo mach obedience and 
tidelity.Often have I faid by my ſelf, I will obey the 
Magiſtrates,l will bold my peace, and remember no 
more the thonghts that God reveals to me ; nor 
ſpeak any more 1n his name : but then I felt a fire 
boiling in my heart that was ſhut up in the marrow 


Zehojakim:for as he was prophecying one day aloud 40 of my bones, and 1 fell into a ſwoon, and could nor 


of the ruine of the City of fers/a/em,and the entire 
deſolation of the Temple, the Prieſts ſcized upon his 
perſon and cauſed the people to mutiny againſt him 
out of a deſign tro make him be torn in pieces. But ir 
chanced by good hap that ſome Lords of the Court 
ran to appeaſe that tumulc, before whom 7eremy ju- 
{tified himfelf.and proteſted it was the Spirit of God 
that moved to foretel thoſe ſad diſaiters for the 
correion of the ſins of Ferauſalem,ard that the onl 

means to ſhelter themſelves trom the wrath of Hea- 
ven, was ſeriouſly to embrace repentance, and told 
them that it was in their hands to do him juſtice, and 
that if they uſed him otherwiſe,they would ſhed in- 
nocent blood that would rebound againſt them and 
the whole City. Theſe Courtiers judged that there 
was nothing in him worthy of death, and delivered 
him from the hands of thoſe wicked Prieſts that 
were ready to aſſaſſinate him ; there bcing no per- 
ſecution in the world Ike to that which comes from 


endure the violence of my thoughts without unloa- 
ding my ſelt by the tongue , and publiſhing thar 
which you inſpired in'o me, And for this, behold 
me reduced to irons. And have I not good cauſe to 
ſay that which miſerable men uſe to ſay, Thatthe 
day of my Nativity in regard of Original (in, and 
ſo many calamities that ſpring from that ſoorce, is 
lamentable and curſed; and thar it were to be wiſh- 
ed,that the Womb of my mother that bare me had 
been my Sepulcher ? Wherefore did I come out of 
the bowels of a woman to be a ſpeatour of ſoma- 
ny ſorrows and ſo much contuſion ? 

The Saints ſpeak ſometimes like men, according 
to the ſenſe of the inſcriour part of the ſoul, eſpeci- 
ally when they fee rhemfelves overwhelmed with 
great evils, but God raiſes them up immediately, 
and makes them reſume the tongue of Heaven. 

As the Prophet was deploring his miſeries in that 
dark priſon, God gave lights and remorſes to his 


ſacred perſons when they abuſe their dignity to the gg perſecatour thar came the next ay to deliver him, 


exccurion of their revenge. 

After this ſhaking, command 1s given, him again 
to hold his peace,and to remain ſhur up in a certain 
placewithoutpreachingor ſpeaking inpublick:which 
was the cauſe that he d:Rated from his mouth his 
thoughts and conceptions to Baruch his Secretary 
commanding him to read them in a full aſſembly of 
the people,which he did, withour ſparing the grear 
and prineipal men to whom he communicated them, 


kim, who world needs ſee rhe book, and when he 
had read three or four pages of it, he cutic with a 


either through ſome compaſſion, or becauſe he had 
attempted that beyord the limits of his authority, 
The priſoner inſtead of exprefling ſome kind of 
weakneſs ſpake more boldly then betore , foretel- 
ling even to Paſhzr that he ſhould be led captive in- 
to Babylon, and that he ſhould die there , the other 
not daring to enterpriſe any thing againſt him, 
After that very time, 7eremy betook himſelf to the 
Palace to fpeak with the King & with theQueen his 


fo that this paſſed even to the ears of King 7ehega- + g wile, to advertiſe them of the-utmoſtmiſerythat me- 


naced their Crown, if they did nor make an entire 
coverlion toGod togive an exampletotheirſubjeRs.' 
Beſides 
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Beſides this,he gave ſome State- counſel, & told the 
King, that ſince God had p2rmitred that he ſhould 
be ſabdued by-che Arms of che King of Babylon that 
had put him on the Throne, 8& to whom he had pro- 
miſed Faith, Homage ,and Tribute,he ſhould do wel 
ro keep his promiſes inviolable, rather then to ad- 
here to the King of Egypt,and expeRirhe afliſtance 
of his Arms. This was the moſt important point of 
State, that concerned the ſafety of all the King- 
Com, : | 
Nevertheleſs,King Zedekiah, whoſe ſpirit was a 
little ſofc, hearkned to the advice,8 took ſometimes 
fire, but it was but for a lictle times he being no wa 
conſtant in his good reſolves. When he ſaw himſelf 
menaced with a ſſege by the King of the Babylonians 
he was affrighted,and inclined a little to his tide; bur 
as ſoon as he perceived that he diverted his arms a- 
nother way he brake his promiſed faith, beingweary 
of the rigour of the tributes that the other exacted 


affairs, He cauſed onely the goaler to be bid to uſe 
bim a little kindlier', taking him out of the black 
dungeonyto give him a place more reaſonable, and 
to have a care that inthar great famine of the Ciry 
he would not want bread, --. : "7h. 

-. This was executed,and he taid ſome time at the 
entrance ofthe priſon.,with a little more liberty ; 
during which, he ſpake again to thoſe that viſited 
him,& ſaid freely, That there was no way to eſcape 


ro the ſacking of the City,but by rendring themſelves 


to the Chaldeaxs. 'T bis made Paſhry and his com- 
plices incenſed again with a great wrath, and ſpake 
inſolently to the King, that who. might be deliver 
ed to them, publiſhing that he was worthy of death, 
that he was a ſeditious fellow that did nothing but 
make the people mutiny, and ſeparate chem trom 
their obedience to him, 

The miſerable Zedekiah that had let theſe men 
take to0 high an aſcendent upon his perſon had nor 


of him Thereupon, Feremy ceaſed not to publiſh, that 20 ſtrength of ſpirit enough to refiſt them, but apainſt 


it was an errour to expect that the army of Pharaoh 
K. of Egype w* was reported to be apon its march 
to help fern{alem ſhould do any good, that it ſhould 
retarn upon its own ſteps without enterpriſing any 
thing: that Nebxchadnezzar was not fo far off , bur 
that in a ſmall time he would rendec himſelf before 
thecity to "__ & win it : That it was a decree of 
God, & although the Army of the Cha/deans ſhould 
be defeated, yet thoſe that remained (though woun- 


his conicience abandoned his poor _—_ to them, 
akhoughit was with ſome regret. Theſe wicked men 
having taken him, let himdown with cords into a 
deep pit of the priſon, which was full of mire and 
hich where he expired the remainder of his deplor- 
able life,and dyed there of miſeries,if G od ha& not 
raiſed him up a proteRour , of whom he never ſo 
much as ireamed 


There was inthe King's houſe a famous officer, an 


ded and fick ) ſhould be ſufficient to take-ernſalem 39 Ethiopian by Nation, & a man of heart,who hear- 


abandoned of the Divine protection. 

When he had ſpoken this publickly, he reſolved 
ro retire himſclf for a time,and to go into the coun- 
trey ; but he was taken at the gate of the city by 
Irijah that accuſed him falſely, and faid that he was 
going c@ render himſelt ro the army of the Chalde- 
ax whereupon, he carried him under a good guard 
ro the Magiſtrates, who having beaten andill uſed 
him, ſent him to priſon, where he remained many 
dayes without conſolation. | 

Artlaſt, the King baving heard of what had hap- 

encd to him,cauſed him to come ſecreetly to him, & 
Lake to him, to conjure him to tell che truth, whe. 
ther thoſe Predictions that he ceaſed notto ſow in 
the ears of all the world were Revelations from 
God whereofthe Prophet aſſured him again.&gave 
bim ſome good incitement to incline to the moſt 
wholeſome counſels. Poor Feremy ſeeing this Prince 
uſe him kindly. ſaid unto him. 


ing of the cruelty that was uſed againſt the Prophet 
took pity on him,and ſaid boldly to the King, what 
(Sir) can your Majelty well approve of the rigours 
that poor feremy is made to ſuffer for doing the 
function of a Prophet? It well appears thar his ene- 
mics would have his skin, for they haye let him 
down with ropes into a deep dungeon, where it is 
almoſt impoſſible to breath, There is danger if this 
good man dyes by this ill uſage that you are guilty 


4© of his death, and that this may draw ſome wrath of 


God upon yourMajeſty. He ſpake this with ſo good 
an accent,thar the King was moved, and gave him 
charge to take thirty ſouldiers, and to draw him 
thence, which he did quickly, caſting down to 
him old linnen-raggs to pat under him, that he 
might not be galled by the cords when they ſhould 
make him aſcend ont of the bottom of that hideous 
priſon. | 

When be was plucked up again the King bad ano- 


Alas, Sir, what have 1 done, and in what have 1 other time the curioſity ts ſee him, not in his Palace 


offended your Majeſty to be uſed as a rogue bythoſe 
that uſurp your authoricy? Whatcrime have 1 com- 
mitted by telling you the truth 2 Whereare your 
falſe Prophets that ſaid, that there was no need to 
fear the coming of Nebuchadnezzar , and that he 
had other buſineſs ro diſpatch ? is he not at length 
come to verifie my Prophecies 2 fince you do me 
the honour at preſent to hear me,My Lord and my 
Maſter, hearken to my moſt humble requeſt, 8& granr 


bur in ſome ſecret place of the Temple, where 7e- 
remy {pake to him with much fervency and tender- 
neſs telling him that the onely means to fave hisper- 
ſon, his houſe,and all the city ,was to render up him- 
ſelf ro. Nebuchadsez.zar,and thar if he refuſed to do 
it,he and all his would be deſtroyed. The King an- 
\wered that he was afraid ro commit himſelt ro the 
King of Baby/ox,leſt he ſhould deliver him to bis re= 


\ bellious ſubjects that bad fallen from him to the e- 


me acourteſie that 1 defire of you'in the name of 66 nemy. Peremy replyed , That he need not fear 


God dich is, that 1 may no more return into the 
the priſon our of which your Majeſty hath cauſed 
rhe to-be drawn for, the continuation of the evils 
that 1 have ſuffered there, is able ſuddenly to tear 
my fout from my body, and it will be but a-prief 
to you ro deliver me to death for having given you 
counſels of life and fatery. ). 

' The King was ſoftned by the words of the Prophet 
but he was ſo timorous that he durſt not take the 


any ſuch ching , and affeRionately Beſeeched him 
to have pity on his'own ſoul, on his wife and on bis 
children for otherwiſe there would happen a great 
miſery. This poor Prince feared to atteryprt this 
aSainft the opinion of thoſe that governed him, 
and to ſcatter them by this means trom his party. 
Nay, he was afraid eyen to be feen with Feremy , 
and recommended to him very much to keep ſecrer 
that diſcourſe, and to tell no body that he had ſpo- 


boldneſs to cauſe a priſoner to be delivered by his 70 ken to him about State-affairs, He was ſent back 


abſolnte authoricy, fearing the reproaches and out- 
cryes of thoſe that would have the upper end in all 


topriſon that he might not make the ſedirions muti- 
ny,& all that he could obtain was not to be plunged 
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again in that pit from whence he had been delivered. 
In the mean while Nebachadnczuar atter a long ſiege 
carried the city of feruſalem which was taKen abour 
mid-night, the enemies being entred by a breach that 
no body perceived. Zedekiah much amazed betakes 
himſelf to flight with his wife and children,and a few 
men of war about him,taking his way throughnighe 
darkneſs, affrights, fear, anda thouſand images of 
death. The Chaldeass bad notice of his retrear, and 


crable cruelty , and having commanded him to be 
put iti great & heavy chains cauſed him to be carried 
into Babylon where he ended his miſerable life, & in 
his Perſon ended the Kingdom of Zaudea that had 
ſubſiſted ſince $a»/ four hundred & tourſcore years. 

Nebachaaxuezzar baving heard the narration that 
was made of Feremy & the good counſel that he had 
given to his K.cſteemed him highly &gave charge to 
Nebazaradan the General of his Army to give him 


caught him on the plains of Jericho, where he was 1 content, whether he had a mind to go to Baby/cu,or 


immediately forſaken of his men,and left with his 
wives and -littlechildren that ſent out pitiful cryes 
through the apprehenſion of ſervitude and death. 
He was carried away from thence to Riblah,where 
Nebuchadnezzar was expetting the iſſue of that 
ſiege. This unfortunate Prince was conſtrained to 
preſent himſelf before the frightful countenance of 
a barbarous King, puffed up with his viſtories and 
proſperities, who loaded him with reproaches and 


whether he would ſtay in his own countrey. But to 
ſhew he ſought not the ſplendour of greatneſſes,he 
choſe to make his abode amidſt poor labourers and 
yine-dreſſers that were left after the facking of the 
city,the berter ſort being tranſported into Babyley. 

He was recommended to Gedaliah who was ſettled 
Governour of thoſe miſerable reliques of thepeople 
by Neb»zaraday; but whenthis Gedaliah was mur- 
thered ſeven months after his creation, Zeha»ax that 


contuſions,upbraiding bim with his rebellion, his in- 20 was one of the principal men,counſelled the Fews to 


ratitude and unfaithfulneſs ; he would willingly 
| been ten foot under ground before he ſuffered 
ſuch indignities, thinking bimſelf ſufficiently puniſh- 
ed, by baving loſt his crown andliberty. 

But this cruel Conquerour would pvc other ſatis- 
factions to his revenge, for after he had a long time 
digeſted his gall,and chought on the means that he 
would uſe to puniſh him , he cauſes his children to 
come before him, and commands the Hangmen to 


quit that miſerable land,&to follow him into FX yype. 
7eremy oppoſed it and forerold miſery to all thoſe 
that ſhould go thither but inſtead of believing him, 
they dragged him along by force , either ro affli& 
him, or to prevyail over his prophecies. He failed not 
to prophecy the defolatio of Egypt that was to berd 
under the arms of Neb:chadnezzar , whereat his 
country-men found themſclves incenſed , and fear- 
ing leſt he ſhould draw ſome envy on them, ſtoned 


murther chem in the father's ſight. Theſe poor little 3o him in a ſedition.The Egyptians hearing talk of the 


ones ſ-cing the glittering ſword now ready to be 
plunged intheir bloud,cried out for mercy,and cal- 
led pirifully upon the fad name of their father that 
had no other power but to ſuffer his calamity. The 
ſword paſſes through the bodies of his children to 
find his heart who dyed as many deaths as nature 
had given him gages of his marriage. 

He expected that the ſword tained with the bloud 
of his dear progeny ſhould have ended his life and 


life and predictions of this great perſonage made ac- 
count of him.and ſet him up a Tomb, where God to 
honour his ſervant did great miracles, chafing away 
by his aſhes the Crocodiles and ſerpents. 4l-xander 
that Aouriſked two hundred years after him admi- 
ring thoſe wonders cauſed his reliques to be tranſ- 

rted mto Alexaxaria,where he canſed a magnifi.. 
cent ſepulchre to be ercRed for him,as the Alexan- 
driaxChronicle reports.Behold how virtue perſecu- 


Sriefs, bur this inhumane Tyrant owns, op him as 4o ted in its own houſe finds a prop with ſtrangers, and 


much light as was needful to illuminate bis miſery , 
after that he had filled himſelf with this lamentable 
ſpeRacle,cauſed his eys to beplacked out by an exe. 


even veneration amongſt the Intidels, God uſing all 
ſortsof inſtrumets to honour the merits of thoſe that 
have rendred him proofs of a perfeR faithfulneſs, 
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of Herod ? He was far more ſecure amonsft wolves, 

amongſt Foxes and Tygers , then amongſt thoſe 

wicked Courtiers, He was more contented with his 
little 
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ſittle dinner of Locuſts and wilde Honey, retired 
in his Cabben, then at the hght of the pomps and 
pleaſures of the King of Gali/ee, But God that is 
the Maiter of Kings and the Direour of Hermits 
bath gþus diſpoſed of him, and willed that he ſhould 
dye at Court after he had fo long time lived in the 
wildernels, 

It is not certainly known what occaſion drove bim 
to it, whether he went thicher by zeal, or whether 
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the great Condnfour of the People, He came out 
of a barren Womb which he rendred ſruttull above 
all jecundities of the earth, His birth was declared 
niraculouſly by the voice of an Archangel, He was 
ſanRified almolt as ſoon as conceived, ard virtue ap- 
propriated him to her felt betore that nature had 
brought him to the Light, He was a worſhipper 
ol the word when he was yet in the bowels of his 
Mather, and received the firſt rayes of the everlaſt- 


he was ſent for by deſign, or whether he was forced 10 ing day before that his eye was open to the bright- 


by violence, Some think that the miſeries of bis 
conntrey afflicted under the Government of a Ciflo- 
luce Prince, affe&ing him with a great Compaſtion, 
He went out of the deſert, of his own aceord to ad- 
month the King of his duty , Since that all thoſe 
that came near lim, and were obliged to ſpeak to 
him were mute, partly by a ſervitude fatall to all 
thoſe that are tyed to the hopes of the world, and 
partly alſo being ſeized with fear by reaſon of the 


nefle of the Sun, Reaſon was advanced to him by a 
wonder altogether extraordinary, He hath had this 
honour, to know firſt, aiter the Virgin Afar, the 
news of that high myſtery of che Incarnation, and of 
the Redemption of the worid, Of all the Nativi- 
ties of ſo many children of Adam, the Church cele- 
brates none but that of Foh», who hath this common 
with our Saviour and his moſt holy Mother, who by 
a ſpecial priviledge honoured his birth by her actual 


power ard cruelty of a womans ſpirit that poſſeſſed 20 preſence , So thar he ſaw his firſt day under the aſ- 


Hered. Others, as Joſephus, have written that the 
Prince hearing every day of the great concourſe of 
all ſorts of people that went to the wilderneſle to 
ſee S. ?oby, was afraid leſt under colour of piety this 
might make ſome change of State. Tyrants love not 
men endowed with an extraordinary virtue, and 
that have not learnt the trade of flattering , their 
voice is the Cock that frights thoſe cruel Lions , 
their life is a flaſh of Lightning that dGazles their 


pet of the Mother of the Univerſe, His name was 
given him by an Archangel, a name of grace and fa. 
vour, that ſhewed he was placed in the rank of the 
deareſt delights of Heaven, and the tongue of his 
dumb father tyed by an heavenly virtue, was looſed 
by ics power that it might pronource that fair name. 
He was exempted from grievous fins, and (as many 
Divines hold ) even from venial. He conſecrated his 
retirement in the Deſart almoſt as ſoon as he entred 


eyes , their aFions are as many Convictions of their JO into the world. Furthermore he was a Prophet, and 


Inquiry, And therefore this Authour faith, thac 
wichour other form of proceſs, Her:« cauſed him ro 
be 2pprehended,co-prevent him and break off thoſe 
A il. mblies that weze made about him. 

Yet it is probable and more conſonant to the Scri- 
p:ure ( wich aſſure us that this Prince bare ſeme 
reſpet to 7ohy, and heard him, and did many things 
according to his advice ) that he proceeded not a- 
eainſt him at firft with ſo much violerce, Bur the 


more then a Prophet, a Virgin, a DoRour, a tore- 
runne: of the Son of Cod, the Trumpet of Repen- 
tance, the Authour of a Bzptiine ( that uſhered in 
that which regenerares us all ) whereof 7e/2u was 
pleaſed to recave the ſprinckling. In fine, he was 
the Horizon of the Goſpel and the Law, and the firſt 
that ſhewed with the finger, the Lamb of God and 
the Kingdom of Heaven, 

Butler us make no reckoning of what I have al- 


cunning Fox (as he was,according to the judgement 4o leadged, but ler us ſay onely that which the word 


thr che Eternal Truth made of him, ) ſeeing char St. 
7obn was in an high eſteem tor holineſs, and in great 
credit amongſt the people, ſtrived ro winn him, and 


to draw him to him, to make himſecli be reputed for - 


a good Prince that cheriſhed honeſt men, and ro 
maintain by this means his auchority that was alrea- 
dy ro:tering, and little rooted in the true Maxims 
of a good Government, Ir was thus that Dicay ſizes 
the \'yrant made uſe of -the Philoſophers, not for 

ay affeRion that he bare them, but ro appropriate 
them io the bad intentions that he had in Stare, and 
to give them ſome colour by the expreſs or inter- 
preted approbation of thoſe perſonages that were 
in repucation for their wiſkom, But Hered did ill 
choole bis man , this was not a Conrt-flatterer, a 
Tool for all Trades, a Shoe for all Feet, but a {tiffe 
and auſtere man, tro whom a whole World would 
roc have given the leaſt temptation to do any thing 
againſt his conſcience. 


hath ſaid of him, That he was not a Reed co bow at 
every wind, nor a man that could be allured by the 
delicacies of che Courr , Re ſpake their as a Propher, 
he conve:iſed there as an Angel, and ac laſt dyed 
there asa Martyr. The time furniſhed him with an 
occaſion, about which: he covid not ſpeak without 
making much noiſe, and he could noc hold his peace 
without betraying his Conſcience, 

That Herod Antipas, which we are to ſpeak of 


gbere, was the ſon of the great Herod che Murther- 


er of the Innocents and of a Samaritay woman, who 
ater the de:th of his Faiher ( for as much as the Le. 
gitimate iſſue of Aſariamae had been unworthil 

murthered to make way for unjuſt heirs ) had for 
his part of the Kingdom of ages, Galilee, which 
he heid in quality of a Tetrarch. He was a Prince 
of a ſmall courage, addifted to his pleafures, lafcivi- 
ous and looſe, that endeavoured to preſerve himſelf 
by poor ſhifts, having nothing ſtout nor warlike in 


It would be a ſuperfluous thing to enlarge ones g, [us perſon. 


{-1f ar length upon the rare qualities of Saint 7chn, 
who having been many times highly commended by 
the Creatcur of Virtues, and the Diſtributer of 
true. praiſ's, who hath preferred him above the 
_—_ of the world, ſeerns to have dryed up by 
1s abundance the Flogies of the moſt - eloquent. 
Let ns conrent our ſelves to ſay, that there are a- 
bandaree of excellencies in him, enough to make all 
chaires ſpzak, and all pens write eyen to the end of 
the world. . 

He was born of the bloud of Aaron the brother © 
Afoſes, the firſt ornament of the Pricſthood,; and 


-y 


Ta 


He had a Brother,named Ph:lip, which held ano- 
ther parcel of that Kingdom of mg diſmembred 
and litrle enough conſiderable, the Rowans having 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the belt part of ir, afcer they 


. had depoſed Archelaxs that had reigned as Succeſ. 


ſour ot his Father in quality of a Kirg, . Philip was 
married to Herodias the Dcupghter of his Brother 
Ariſt:bulss, and by conſequence his Niece , thoſe 
Marriages heirs ordinary enough in the Court of 
Herod. The Husband was a ſweet and moderate 
ſpirit, thar kept his ſmail Government very peace- 
able, and pleaſed himſelf with rendering Juſtice ro' 
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his people with ſo much ardour that he often ſtayed 
his Chariot by the way, and heard the differences of 
the meaneſt people ro reconcile them, But the 
Wife quite contrary was an Haughty, Ambitious, 
Turbulent, immodeſt ſpirit, that was no: content 
with what God had given her , but tryed by all 
means to become Queen. 

It happened that Herod Antipas under colonr of 
a progreſs or recreation, went to viſit his brother 
Philip 
reſie and ſincerity. He amuſed himſelf in the a- 
bode that he made there, tocajoll that Herodias his 
ſiſter in Law, that needed not much courting to be 
brought in Love, fo fickle was her diſpoſition, and 
ſo detirous ſtill of Novelties, 

They found char Axntipas was not pleaſed with bis 
Wife, nor Heredias with her Husband , they make 
an audacious and irregular complot, which was to 
ſeperate themſelves from their Mates under colour 


at his Court that fourd ont reaſons to colour ſo 
great a crime, 

He would have much defired that Saint 7ehy 
would have approved it , or that ſtaying near him 
without ſpeaking a word , his ſilence would have 
made the people believe that he was not pon 
tearms of dilapproving it. But this was to judge 
t00 baſely of 10 high a virtue, The holy man reſo. 
lately tells bim, that it was not permitted him to 


who received him in bis Palace with all cur. 1 o marry his brothers wife ; that it was an Adultery, 


and an odious inceſt in the f:ght of God, and ſcanda- 
lous to all his SubjeRts. He. advertiſed lum of the 
obligations of the Law, whereot he made profeſſion, 
of the examples of the good Kings that had preceed- 
ed him, of the chaſtiſements of the wicked that had 
felt the weight of divine juſtice. He laid before his eys 
how States paſſed from one hand to another by In. 
juſtice, Iniquity, Impiety,and the filthyneſs of thoſe. 
that Governed ill. He pur alſo into his admoni- 


of a divorce , and to marry themſelyes together, 20 tion the contempt of God, that was dreadful aboye 


Herod promiſed her, that he would go to Rome and 
make her Queen. which ſhe could never hope for of 
her Husband, who (he told her) wasa man without 
heart, and born onely to converſe with interiour 
_— He made himſelfa brave man a: his Sword, 
Rich, Valiant, Happy, Magmficent , and his bedy 
was not ill made, fo that this falſe marriage is con- 
cluded between the parties, andirt is not known 
whether it began then by a clandeRine adultery. 


all things, the intereſts of bis brother, the ill "—_— 
that he would give his family, the ſpeeches of his 
people, the judgments even of ſtranger Kings, and 
as it is credible, torgat nothing of all ; = conſiderati. 
ons that were worthy to be repreſented to him. 

The ſpirit of Heyed was not altogether bad, nor 
as yet forſaken ot God, He heard Saint Zohy, and 
conceived ſometimes a remorſe of his fault, Burt as 
ſoon as he had ſeen Heredias he remembred no more 


Their privacies were but too remarkable : fo that 30 any of thoſe advertiſements, and durſt not expreſs 


Hereod's wife that was the danghter of Arrthas King 
of Arabia had an inkling ofthem , and difſembling 
ker thoughts, wrote to che King her tather, that ſhe 
could no longer live with a difſolute busband, that 
had no affe&;on to her, and that violating the faith 
plighted in marriage, had made a promile to an a- 
dultereſs to eſpouſe her, Her father was greatly 
exaſperated at this affront , expreſling chat he was 
ready to receive her to his Court , and counſelled 


that he had ſo much as any ſcruple of his marriage, 
So imperioufly did this cunning woman carry him. 
She knew at laſt what the man of God had ſpoken, 
& was trauſported with a fury that ſuffered her not 
to breathe any other thing but revenge & menaces. 
She laid hold of an opportunity to her advantage, 
and ſeeing this Prince belotted with her Love,and in 
a condition to deny rothirs to her inticements in- 
formed him (as far as one may gueſs) that 7ohn was 


her to ſteal away warily from her Husband ; which go very tangerous to the welfare ot the State, and that 


ſhe did prudently enough, asking leave of him to 
take a little journy to the Caſtle of Aſacheroy, 
which was upon the frontier to recreate her ſelf, 
This was very freely granted her, and inthe mean 
while ſhe orders her tathers men to carry her away 
into Arabia. Yet ſhe needed not to have ſtudied 
her flight, and to have made a myſtery of it, ſince 
her Husband had no great minde to run after her, 
but bad piven her much annoyance out of a deſign 


that great deluge of people thathe drew after him 
ſpake nothing good , and that it he were a crafty 
man, as he ſeemed to be, he would be ableto raiſe 
a ſedition for the intereſt othis ambition , andif he 
were but ſimple, which ſhe did not imagine, there 
would enough. be found with him every day that 
would abuſe that ſimplicity ,_that it was a great ar- 
rogance in him to find, fault with the alliances of his 
marriage, and te diſallow of that, which ſo many 


to weary her, ard to make her eſcape from him of gg others, as good men as he had approved of, thar 


her own accord , to have an excuſe to the King her 
father when he ſhould complain of him. 

This departure of the Arabian ſuddain and me- 
ditated. came to the cars of Herod and Herodias, 
who made Bonefires of joy at it in their hearts, and 
believed thatit wasan overture that Heaven had 
given them, to the accompliſhment of their defign. 
The wicked woman quits Philip her husband and 
comes into Galilee to lodge in the Palace of her 


ſhe ſaw plainly that this tended to his roine, and 
that if Saint 7chy could bring about what he aimed 
at, ſme ſhould be good tor no. hing but to be caſt ro 
Doggs , and that that was nor the recompence that 


ſhe expected of her love and faithfulneſs rowards 


him after ſhe had deſpiſed every thing for the price 
and eſteem of his contentment. 

She ceaſed not to beat vpon the Prince's ears with 
ſuch like words, and to breed a diſtruſt in him of 


brother bringing with her a ſhameleſs daughter, 6 Saint 7ehu, in fuch a manner, as that he codiſented 


whom the deportments of the mother made men 
believe not to have appertained by good right to 
her husband. Peſephns, out of whom we have 
in part taken this Hiſtory, doth not tell us whether 
the good Philip was much troubled for his wife, but 
her infolent ſpirit makes us believe that he had no 
great reaſon to lament her, This coming was co» 
loured at firſt with the pretence of a viſit that fhe 
gave her brother in Law , but at laſt the buſineſs 


that he ſhould be spprebended and pur in priſon;un- 
der colour, as foſephus ſaith, that he went about to 
charge the peoples minds, and to embroil the State. 
This detaining of a man fo holy and ſo renowned 
made a great noyſe through ail.Z«dea, but the wick- 
ed woman had this Maxim, That one ought to rake 
ones pleaſure to conrent Nature, and little to trou- 
ble ones ſelf at the opinions of the world below, 
norat the complaints of honeil men, - judging char 


came to light. and to cover the ſcandal of it, a di- 4, all monthes ought to be ſtopped by the rigour of 


vorce was to be proteſted, and z marriage ſeigned, 
Herod had no wart of flatterers and ſervile ſpirits 


puniſhments, ard ihat ſhe ſhould be innocent when 
no body durlt any more find faulc with her aQtions, 
he 
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She ſlept not one good ſleep with her Herod as 
long as Saint John was yet alive, but fearing alwayes 
either that her pretended husbandwhom ſhe thought 
light enough, might be ſoirned with compaiſton to 
releaſe him, or that the people that held him tor a 
Saint, might break open the priſons to take him 
thence, ſhe reſolved to ſee the end of him to give all 
liberty to her unbridled paſſions, 
| She watches the opportunity of Hered's birth. day, 


S JOHN Baptiſt. | 


her Mother ; and the Mother, atcording to S, Je. 
rome, made a play-game of it, pricking the rorgue 
with the needle ot her hair. py. 
All that onecan ſpeak is below the horrour of its 
ſpeRacle, ſayes S. Ambroſe, The head of S, 7ehn, of 
& Prime man of the world, that had ſhut up the 
Law, that had opened the Goſpel, the head of a Pro- 
pher, of an Angel, is outrageouſly taken off and de. 
livered for the ſalary of a dancerefſe, The ſobereſt 


on which he was accuſtomed to make feaſts and to 1© of men js maſſacred in a feaſt of drunkards; and the 


entertain the principall Officers ot his Kingdom, 
This crafty woman tampered with all the wills of 
thoſe that had any power over his ſpirit for this de. 
ſgn, and ſeeing that her Daughter was a powerfull 
in{trument to move that effeminate Prince, and thar 
he was extraordinarily pleaſed to ſee her dance, 
conjured her to employ all her Genius ard all her 
induſtry, all the baits, allurements and gentileſſcs 
that ſhe had in dancing, to gain the King's heart, 


chaſteſt, by the artifice of a proſtitute, He is con- 
demned on an occaſion, and on a tame in which he 
would not eyen have been ablolved,as abborring all 
that proceeded from intemperance. O how dan< 
gerous is it then to offend a woman that hath re- 
nounced her honour ! Herod gave her an homicide 
for a kiſs, The hangmen waſh their hands when the 

ace ready to fit down at table, but theſe unhappy 
women pollute theirs in the banquet with a Pro- 


and that if ſhe ſaw him very freely merry, and on 20 phet's bloud. 1 he righteous ſlain by Adulterers, the 


terms to gratife her with ſome. great advantage, 
ſhe ſhould rake heed of asking any thing bur che 
head of Joby , and that he was neceſſarily to tall, if 
ſhe would not ſee her Mother periſh and all her tor- 
tunes overthrown. 

The daughter obeyed,and fits herſelf even to per- 
fe&tion to pleaſe the prince's eyes , ſhe enters 1n'o 
the banqueting houſe richly deck'd, and makes uſe 
of a dance not vulgar, whereat he was raviſhed, and 


innocent by the guilty, the true Judge by criminal 
ſouls. This banquet that ſhould have been the ſource 
of life, brings an ed:& of death. Cruelty is mingled 
with delights,and pleafure with funerals, This hor- 
rible plate is carried through all the table for the ſa. 
tiating of thoſe inhumane eyes, and the bloud that 
drops yet from his veins falls upon the pavement to 
be licked up with the ordures of that infamous ſup- 
per.Look upon it, Hered, look upon a deed that was 


all che GuePs( that were perhaps hired by Herodias 30 worthy of none bur thy cruelty ; ſtretch ont thine 


ro commend her ) made a wonderfull recital of her 
perfetions. There was nothing now remaining but 
to give her the recompence of her pains. This daugh- 
rer of iniquity and not of nature, ayes Chry/clogue, 
ſeeing that every one applauded her, and that the 
King, that was no longer his own man, would ho. 
nour her with ſome great preſent which he would 
remit to her own choice, even as far as to give her 
the Moiry of his Kingdom, if ſhe would have defired 


band, put thy fingers in the wound that thou haſt 
made that they may be again bedewed with a bloud 
ſo ſacred, Drink, cruel man, drink that river which 
thou ſeeſt glide to quench ihy thirſt. Look upon thoſe 
dead eyes that accuſe thy wickedneſſe, and which 
thou doeſt wound again with the aſpedt of thy filthy 
pleafures. Alas! they are ſhut not ſo much by the 
neceility of death as by the horrour of thy luxury, 
The vengeance of God delayed not long to fall 


ir, made a bloudy requeli, following the inſtructions 40 upon thoſe perverſe ſouls that had committed fo e.. 


of her wicked Vorher, and required that in{tantly 
S. ?uhy's head ſhould be given her in a plate. 

Herod felt his heart pricked with a Repentarce 
piercing enough, but becauſe he had ſworn in pre. 
fence ot the Nobles of his kingdoms to deny nothing 
that ſhe ſhou!d ask, would not diſcontent ;her, bur 
gives command to the Maſter of his Houſe to go to 
the priſon and to cut of S. Fohn's head, to purit in 
the hands ot this wanton wench, As ſoon as the word 


normous a crime. Arcthas King of the Arabiaxs,re- 
ſenting the affront that had been given to his daugh- 
ter by thoſe Adulterers, enters in 'Arms upon the 
Lands of Hered, who beſtirrs himſelf but weekly to 
refilt him, Pleaſures held him fo faſt chained that he 
had not the boldneſſe to go to his frontiers in perſon 
ro oppoſe his adverſary : but contented himſelf with 
ſending a Cotonel that loſt the battel hazarded a. 
gainſt the Arabian, and this miſerable King was 


was pronounced, her Mother was not quiet till ſhe 5 gin the wav to hzve been deprived of all his King- 


ſaw the execntion of it , to Priſon they run , every 
one thought that it had been for ſome grace, lince 
that it was uponthe nick of the feaſt of the Nativity 
of the King ; but they quickly ſaw an effec quite 
contrary to that thought, when $. 7h was called 
for and told, that he muſt reſolve to dye. 

Whar, think we, did this divine Forerunner do at 
this laſt moment that remained to him of fo innocent 
alife ! bur render thanks to God that made him dye 


- with the mockeries and deriſions of his perſon, 


doms, if the Romans bad not intervened, who would 
not permit Arc«has to make himſelf great intheir 
vicimty. Some while after happened the pafſion of 
our Saviour, who as we know, was preſented to this 
Herod ;, but by reaſon that there was no Herodi as 
ro urge him then to murther, he contented himſelf 
He 
thought from that time forward to enjoy a great 
quietneſs but the juſtice of God that puniſhes ex- 


a Martyr for the truth, after he bad inlightened his Coemplarily the violences that are committed againſt 


eyes with the viſible preſence of the Incarrate Word 
which permitted him not to have any thing left in 
this world to be delfired. He exhorted his diſciples 
to range themſclves about our Saviour,who was the 
Way, the Life, and the Truth. He prayed for his 
Perſecutours, and tor the eaſing of the miſeries of 
his poor people; afterward havirg a reliſh of the 
firſt contenrmen's of tus felicity by the tranquillity 
of his ſpirit, he yielded his neck to the hangman, 14is 


his ſeryants, raiſed him up a great Cataſtrophe. 

His Wife that ſpurred him inceſſantly with ambi.. 
tion perſwaded him to take a journey to Rewe to 
make himſelf great by the favour of the Roway:, 
and co bear openly in his Titles the name of King. 
Bur he was much amazed that young Aerippa his 
Kinſman had ſupplanted him, and found fo much 
favour with the Emperour Clardizs, that he gave 
him the Kingdom of Herad Axtipas, with the other 


body was honourably buried by bis diſciples, and his 70 of Philip that was now deceaſed, and ſent him in- 


head brought in © plate to that cruel fealt, put into 
the hands of that Dancereſſe, who preſented it to 


ro Z«dea with the name of King, and with good 
Patents to authorize his Eletion, And for as much 
AS 
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Part . 
as concerns this murtherer of the Prophet , having after ber own bead, & to'h of ihern ſet ſorthto go wy 
been accuſed of much infolence and cowa:Giſe, the to exile, accom paried with that little wanton, which 
Edi@ of che Prince baniſhed him to Lyons,fo that he accordiig to Nicepheras, paſſing over a frozen Ri. 
was hike the Camel in the } abic, that tor having as- ver tell in beto:e ſhe was aware, the Ice melting 
ked for horns of Z«piter lo\t bis ears. [he Emperour under her feet. $he hung along timein this ſnare, 
let Herodias know that he intended not tw conpre- moving her ſelf up and down as if ſhe would have 
hend her in the Edi, but that he permitted her to danced,in ſuch a fort as that her neck was cut off by 
ſtay in the Countrey. Yet ſhe was ſo conftantin a a razour of Ice, and her lite {tifled under the waters 
wicked friendſhip,that ſhe anſwered, 'T hat ſince ſhe to make an honourable revenge to the holy fore- 
had been a companion of hcr hustand in pro- , g runner of 7eſus Chrift. Herod Antipas and his He- 
ſperity,ſhe would by no means abandon him inad- rodias were overwhelmed with poverty, wich miſe. 
verſity & that ſhe had rather be bariſhed with him rTy,and with ignominy in a ſtrange land, offering up 
then have a Kingdom with another, man thai ſhould a long facrifice of their pains to Divine vengeance 
not be according to her heart, She was leſt co do without ever recovering either liberty or ſafety, 

Saint PAUL and SENECA 
FY 
In the Court of Ne ro. 
Ehold here a Theatre anda ſpe-cle wor., born onthe fifthof December, betwixt ſeven and 
fan of +airts, of Philoſophers, and ot Kings, eight of the clock in the morning ; he came into the 
® Phe meeting of Pard and Sexeca in the Court world with his feet foremoſt, contrary to the order 
of Ceſar. The DoRour of! the Nations with the of nature; he took all the vices of his anceſtours and 
moſt knowing ma 1+ the Univerſe, The Wiſ- did partake of none of all their virtues. On the 
dom of the Croſs with that of Philoſophy.” The Fathe:s ſide he was deſcended from the Domitians 
birth of the R--may Church inthe Bloud andin _ ſirnamed Barbareſſe, whom the Reman: vulgarly 
the Flames of Martyrs, The Goſpel preachedin called Braſſe-bearac, & it was one ot his anceſiou:s 
a City which was the gu'ph of corruption; and unto whom the Oratour incholer did reply , That 
which is more admirable , the Habiration of Chri- xg it wasno marvel thar he had a Beard of BraG, ſince 
ſtians in the Palace of N-ro. To underſtand aright Nature had given him a Mouth of lron,and a Heart 
the greatneſs of ourChriftianity,the force or theGo- of Lead. His grandfather was a fiery man, cruel, 8& 
ſpel,che combats of $Sain? Peter and Saunt Paw, the prodigal, and fo amorous of playes, that he cauſed 
Trwmphsand (he + aj:fy of the Church, tis need. the I aces of Rome to aſcend the Theatre, and to 
ful to repreſent u170 you an Ifea of ihe eſtate of aft the Comedies themſelves. He gave a'fo the 
this chiefeſt city oi the world , and the wicked man- combate ot the Gladiatours , performed with fo 
ners which thoſe :wo great Apoſtles: obſerved init, much cruelty, that Anguſtus Ceſar was conſtrained 
to ro0t ther our, »rd 10 cauie a peope to be born to ſtopir by his Edits. His father Domit;ns was 
anew,regeneratr 1: the Bloud of heir Saviour, dereſtable over all his life, inſolent, furious, who 
ic ſceme.h, that <.  axl{in bis Epiſtle 0 the Re- _ _ with his own hand did ab one of his Free-men to 
want hath undertaken to d:#c 1be the inordinate life ** death. becauſe he would not be drunk;& inthe pride 
of Nero.and of thoſe in bs Court who d1d contorm ot heart made his caroach to paſs over a little child 
et howgy themſelves to his example to partake ot his favours. in the Rreet,& quareliing with a Knight of Rome 
ndthe He fpe:keth of ſome men who were faln intoa re- he cauſed one oi h.s eys ro be pulled our. Beſides his 
Court probate ſcriſe, & who had charged the order of na-, cruelty,he was a man withouc tar h.wi.hout probity 
Pailcame tureand their ſex, by moſt infamous laſts, being fil without honeſty , who deceived all his creditours , 
toir. Jed withall Iniquirv, with Riot, Coverouſneſs, De- mocked ali the world, and ſecretly abuſed his own 
tration, Envy, Murder, Debate,Neceit,and Malice, fiſter. Hiswite was named A9gripp/na ſhe wasdaugh- 


14H HEOUOUDLYT GOURT. 


Whiſpering, Beſpireful, Curſing, Proud, Arrogant, 


ter tO Germanicxs Of the Blond of the Ceſars,but of 


Invencers ot evil things, Diſobedtenc to their parents , g an evil >pirit,and proſtituted ro all manner of vices. 


without Underſ.anding. without Order, wi:hour 
AﬀcRion, withour Fidelity, withour Compaſhon : 
And this mok clearly is 'manifeſted m all the De- 
portments ofthis molt infamous Emperour , who 
was the monſter of men, And we ef neceſſity muſt 
aim, that it is the manife? choler of heaven, and 
a ſcourge, enough to ext2rminate mankind from 
the earih , when a wicked and a licentions life is 
joyned wih ihe beighth of Power, which giveth 


And it is no marvel, that Domiti«s father ro Neve , 
( when much joy was wiſhed him on the birth of his 
ſon)vid make anſwer,that there needed no: ſuch ac- 
clamations,for norhing could be born from him & 
Agrippina,but whar ſhould be pernicious to theFm. 
pire. Noc long after,this unfortunate man did dy , 
conſned with diſeaſes that attended his filchy life, & 
left behind him his ſon three years ot age, who ſaw 
his mother baniſhed &being deſtitute of mears was 


as r:uch force ro wickedneſs avit takes off from the ,  brouglt upin the houſe of his Aunt Lepida,underthe 


ſtrerg:h ard execution of the Laws. It is not my 
deſign to {tretch forth that 'in words which might 
be ſpoken of Nero, but to make a ſhort Collecti- 
on of. the r-2nners of his own perſon and his 
Court, that the: Readers might obſerve on what 


diſcipline ofa dancer and a barber who did corrupt 
his ſpirit wich the firit impreſiions of vice, w*from 
his birth he was too much diſpoſed to receive. The 
times changing,his mother recurned into favour, 8: 
by her charms prevailed upon the ſp:rit ot the Em- 


ſinffe Sexrca and S. Parldid work, and what were 
The bir their proceedings and ſuccels, | 
and <diu- + In the ſeven and thircierh year of our Saviour , 
ca:onof this pririce { tatal io the ruire of the Empire ) was 


Merts 


perour Clandins the fucceſſour O!Celig ula a ſimple gt: 
and a ſtupid man, who eſpouſed this dangerous wo- of his me- 
man, who afterwards poiſoned him by a poti. **'+ 


on,and ſo placed her own fon on the Throne of the 
Cejar's. 
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Ceſars. And although the Aſtrologians had fore=- odious to thoſe who were moſt near unto him, and 
told her that he ſhould be Emperour, and withall when they gently told him ot his extravagancies, he 
the murtherer of his mother, ſhe made nothing of would leap intoa fury, and made a crime of gheir 
it, and thought it no hard bargain to buy the Em- wviriue who did beſt adviſe him, He filled up the ap- 
pire with her own blood , ſaying, Let bim Reign, prentiſhip of his enormitics with the death of Brirox- 
and let him kill me. | - micus, a yourg Prince the ſon of the Emperour agcbnde 

By the artifices of this wicked woman, Nero was Clandins, and brother to his wife Ofavia, in which 3ricawni- 

ſaluced Emperour in the ſeventeenth year of his age he imployed the moſt famous Sorcereſs of Rome na- © 
with a marvellous applauſe, and in the publick accla= med Locyſta who prepared the poyſon,and made an 
mations honoured with all great Names and ſpeci- 10 aflay on it before him on a ſuck:ng pig,who died im- 

ous Titles, all which he received, ſaving, onely that meduately : now finding it for his turn, cauſed it to 

of Father of his Conntry, ſaying, He was too young be ſerved to h1.s brother as he dined ar the table with 

to have ſo many children. He was very tractable him. The malignity ofthe poyſon was fo piercing, 

in his youth, upright, gentle, diſcreet, well-ſpoken, that in an houre after, he fell dad at the feet of his 

and demeaned himſelf for the firſt five years very mother and his ſiſter, who were both preſent ac 
worthily under the condu& of Sexeca. But when he this tragick ſpeCtacle, Vero, to excule himſelf, 
approached co the one and twentieth year of his age, {aid R hat it was the <ffe&t of a gceat {ickneſs to 

the ingredients of vice, which, with his birth he which he bad been fubje& from lus cradle , and 
brought into the world , the baſe education in his that they ought to be of comfort. Bur the Prin- 

infancy , the heat of his youth, the delights of the 2& cefles concealing their imagination for fear of pro- 

Court, and (which is the greatelt of all temptations) voking his rage, did marnfeitly perceive that he fow- 

the power to do all, did weigh down the Philoſo- ed thoſe ſeeds of his murther, which he would atrer- 

phy and the Inſtrutions of Sexeca, who proved by wards continue in his Family. | 
experience, Thar there is nothing more difficulc Itis almoſt ora £0 believe the tender affe- T5<"97e 
then to perſwade thoſe to virtue whom too much =Ction with which he proſecuted bis mo.her A7-ippi- ther gege- 
power had put inthe poſſeſſion of all vices. His de- 4. He ſometimes did give tothe Souldiers thay nerares 10 
boiſtneſs began by the ill examples which he learned did guard his body tor their word, The good He NED 
in his infancy, which were altogether unbeſeerming ther. He could not hve without her. He did pur 

bis perſon : he became a Tumbler ,a Puppet-player, into her hands the moſt delicate intereſt of all his 

a Comedian, a Waggoner, a Songſter, and a Min- 4g Aﬀairs, and deſired that all things ſhould ſtoop to 

ſtrel, not for Recreation but to make a publick pro- © ber Authority. The mother alſo did end-avour by 

ſeſſion ofir, to diſpute with the Malters of thoſe fi. all poſlible arrifices to tie her ſelf unto his perſon , 

culties, and to abandon all the affairs of peace and even unto the uſing of Charms , for it is molt certain 

Warre to be vacant to thoſe exerciſes; infomuch, that ſhe gave him the skin'of a Serpent incloſed in a 

that he made it more to out-a&t a Comediau on the Bracelet of gold, which he carried ordinarily abour 

Stage, then to gain a Battel in the Field. He was  bim,& afterwards in deſpice Cid lay it by, & didlook 

alſo a Night-walker, and gave, and ſometimes re= forit not lorg betore his death but could not fide it. 

ceived many ſore blows which did not permic him The endearments of this Agrippina were too fond 

to paſs unknown, and her-kiſſes more hot then belonged to a mother, 

From hence he laid himſcli open to moſt extrava- Seneca was amazed at the horrour ot it, and to £7 <4 Y 
gant profuſeneſs,inſomuch, that he gave toTumblers ** avoida greater evil, he procured a yours maiden guerrs a 
the patrimonies of Conſuls,and made the funcrals of named 4a, who otherwiſe was a flave that came 9'<***- 
ſome inconſiderable'men to equal the Magnificence from Afia, but very beautiful, to ſerve as a Love 
ofthe Obſequies of Kings ; he never did wear the for Nero, and co divert him from that infamons paſ- 
moſt gorgeous garments longer_then one day. He fiontowards his mother, in which: he demean'd him- 
did build bisPalaces with ſo much coſt as it he would ſelf as Lit, who preſented his daughters rothe So- 
diſpend on them onely all the wealth of Rowe.When adomites ro avoid the greater fury of their brutiſh 
he travelled, he woule be followed with a thouſand Juſt, This Aa played her part fo well by the coun» 
Caroches, and his Mules were all ſhod with filver felt of Sexeca, that mingling with her tamiliarities 
He made his Hall after the form ef the Firmamenr, the conhderartions of State,ſhe gave Nero to under- 
where the Vault being of Gold intermingled with 3© ſtand that his great privaces with Agrippina would 
Azure, andilluminated with counterfeit Starres did render him contempuble to the Great ones of his 
roul continually over his head, andrained on him, Empire, and to all his Subjects, and would alfo give 
ſhowers of flowe:s, and waters of a moſt exquiſite an advantage of power to his mother, which ſhe 
ſmell. There would he dine from noon till midnighe would abulc to his own deſtruction, 
in the riot of execrable ſervices, He had a touch He believed her,and becamevery amorous of her, His mo- 
in his tender age of the vices of wantonneſs, luxury, and that ſo furiouſly, thar he intended to prepare a ;.; na 


LEE. | - : ged. 
avarice and cruelty , but being in the beginning, it Genealogy for her, 1n which, he would make her to 


was with ſome ſhame concealed in private. be deſcended from the Kings of Afia, and after 
But inthe end he took off that mask by an open £, wards would marry her. His mother was as much 
and inordinate diſfolutencfs , . which knew no re- enraged on the other ſide, that a Slave was become 


firaint, He was of behef that there was not ons her rival, her choler did fo much boil over, that ſhe 

chaſte perſon in the world, and rook great pleaſures made horrible threatnings what ſhe would ſ1y, and 

in thoſe who did repeat their filthineſs ro him. There what ſhe would do: She would go to the Army, 

was never man more abandoned to all manner of ſhe would complain to the Senate, ſhe would difco- 

uncleanneſs without diſtin&tion of kindred , Sex, ver thediſaſters of her infortunate honſe, ard the 

time, place, or,man-hood, There was not one parc empoyſonings by which ſhe had raviſhed the Dia- 

in all his body that was not facrificed ro diſhonelty : dem which belonged to the ſons of Clerdins her hus- 

his polluted ſpirit made him invent thoſe abomina- band, ro pur on the head of ingraretul Nero. : 

tions, which are not to be endured by chaſte ears, Nero whecher he would appeaſe her or elfe deride 7% *P7e- 

and with which i will not defile my*paper. her, did ſend her a gown of the antient Emperours worker. 
The exceſs of his infolencies did at laſt render him - which was very rich, but quite out of faſhion ., ar 


which 
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which ;ſhe was much incenſed, and ſaid ſhe was no 
Comedian to be drelt in ſuch habiliments as thoſe , 
and that he ought not but give one part to her trom 
whom he received the whole,ſhe would ſee ſhe ſaid 
if ſo poor a fellow as Buyrus was, or ſuch a pedan- 
tick as was Seneca,ſhould govern the world at their 
pleaſure in the diſgrace of the bloud of the Ceſar's. 
Sometimes again ſhe would diſplay her ſelf ſo weak- 
ly,that ſhe would offer her ſelf ro bea procurer of 
Loves for her ſon,and to hide in her own cabinet, 
ray , in her own breaſt, whatſoever he would 
The fong KEEP lecret. 
"aces oa Behold how God doth puniſh all fond affeRions 
reneschaft- and wickedneſſes by thoſe themſelves who have re- 
ned by ceived the profit from their poyſons ! Wha ſhall 
their chil- this miſerable mother do ? She is no more in a con- 
dren.0 dition to give content if there came by the by any 
{mall re- accomodation in their freindſhips, it was 
bur lansniſhing and ofa ſhort continuance. Nero de- 
fired nothing more then to eſchew her company, 8& 
if he was obliged to ſee her,it was with a Comple. 
ment as cold asice, he would kiſs her indeed, but 
rather out of ceremonies then out of love, and 
would immediately forſake her. 

It is recorded, that beholding her ſelf altogether 
miſpriſed, her fury provoked her to loye a young 
Prince(on his mother fide of the bloud of Augyſtas) 
named Plaxtius,whom ſhe ſerved ſor the fatistacti- 
on of her deſires , and to find aſubjet to embroil 
the ſeat. This was brought to the ears of the Prince 
who began to ſtartle at the apprehenſion of it, and 
could not be at reſt until he was rid of them both. 
He killed Plaxtiss having firſt violated his body and 
took a diſmal reſolution to infold his mother in the 
The tori. fame calamity. | 
ble artepr Aﬀer a faint reconcilement which continued for a 
oehn, 1 few dayes,he ſent her a letter full of fine Comple- 
morher, ments,invyiting her to Baje whence he then took his 
pleaſures. Ariſtotle ſaith, That women are natu- 


796 


Cuet.Ca 35. 


in Nerone, 


HOLY COURT. 


Part 5, 
was to be chearful, and to have a particular care of 
her health, He ſeemed to look upon her with 
rayiſhments, whether it were to put the better 
countenance on his perfidiouſneſs, or whether he 
were touched in mind at the near misfortune of his 
mother, who being made a lamentable ſacrifice was 
going now inſenſibly to her death. At parting,he 
was not onely content to kiſs her month , bur.ca- 
king her in his arms ,he in a lovers complement did 


10 embrace her, and omitted nothing to cover his hor- 


rible deſign. | 

She entred into the barge in the evening : The 
ſea was calm, the winds had fallen afleep upon 
it. The sky was full of ſtars, asif it had opened 
all its eyes to behold the ſpeRacle which it ought 
to. revenge upon the Anthour. Agrippina had 
two Gentlemen which ſate on each ſide of her, and 
a Lady on whom ſhe much relyed , named Acre. 
ceraunia,who was placed at her feet, who enter. 


20 tained her with the rehearſal! of many of the late 


paſſages at Court,and the obligations and the pro. 
teſtations of her ſon , vvhen ( behold ) the fgn 
being given, the roof of the cabbin in which 
they were being covered with weights of lead 
(with which their treaſon overcharged it) did 
fall down , and killed one of the Gentlemen,and 
wounded Agrippina on the ſhoulder, The In- 
gineers who undertook the charge that the deck 
ſhould fall dire&tly down( being troubled in their 


30 conſciences , or counterchecked by thoſe who 


knew nothing of the game they were to play ) did 
not perform it with that dexterity as was pretended 
but gave leiſure tothoſe whom they would deſtroy 
to provide for their ſafety. Acrcceraunia beholding 
her ſelf in that danger, cryed out that ſhe was the 
mother of the Emperour , and that they ſhould 
make haſte to preſerve her which was the occaſion 
of her death , for immediately on thoſe words ſhe 
was killed with blows of the poles and oars. 


rally credulons , eſpecially when they have ſome- ;0 Agrippina bebolding this goodly pageant , and 


thing ſent them to amuſe their paſſion. She immedi- 
ately prepared to come to him, who was as ready to 
Entertain her,and brought. herto Bazla where was 
his houſe of pleaſure. He had a defire to poyſon her 
as he did his brother Britanxsices , but he knew ſhe 
had aneye always open for her own preſervation, 
and had with her, antidotes to divert the operation 
of any poylſon. 

Therefore he conſulted to put her to death on the 
ſea,which is the field of dangers,where there is more 
of the effect and leſs of the ſuſpicion. To accomo- 
date her on her return, he cauſed a popous veſſel to 
be prepared, the deck whereof was to tall down by 
artifice,and charge was given to diſloyal Anicetas , 
who was to condud it, to put the device in prattice, 
and to drown the barge, In the mean time he enter- 
rained the Queenin his Palace of delight , with in- 
comparable chear. He would place her ar the table 
above him,he would comport and comply with her 


$0 


being moſt aſſured thatir was a deſign of her ſons, 
had yet ſuch a command over her paſſion that ſhe 
ſpake not one word, & was faved by the ſwim- 
ming of one of thoſe who were not of che Conſpi- 
racy. The Frigots made to receive her, and to 
convey her to her own houſe which was not far off, 
The amazement of the accident did not fo abate her 
ſpirirs, but ſhe ſent to Nero to acquaint him, That 
the Gods & the good fortune of her Son had deli- 
yered her tro a great danger, but ſhe deſired himnot 


to take the pains to viſit her, nor to ſend any of his 


ſervants to her ,becauſe ſhe deſired to take her reſt, 

The diſmal Prince who every moment attended 
the iſſue of this moſt execrable enterpriſe, was much 
amazed tounderſtand rhat ſhe had eſcaped the dan- 
ver,and counterfeited that the meſſenger whom his 
mother had ſent was an Affaſſinate imployed to 
murder him. He awaked Sexeca and Burrus to de- 
mand their counſcl, and did remonſtrate to them the 


The ama- 
zement of 
Nero, 


in a gallant & graceful polture ;ſometimes he would &g danger in which be was, if he ſhould not throughly 


whiſper ſome ſoft words in her ear; ſometimes 
he would openly renew the tenderneſs of his firſt 
love, and ancient confidence ; he ſerved her both 
with the gentle and with the ſerious,to give her full 
ſatisfaction : ſhe poor woman in long draughts 
drank deeply of the ſweets of thoſe poyſonous en- 
dearments,and found her heart much inlarged at fo 
unexpected a change. At the hour of her departure 
| he would condut her to the boat,and entertain ber 
with ſugered words, telling her, that he would not 
live but onely for her love, and that the greateſt and 
the moſt acceptable office that ſhe could do him , 
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accompliſh what he had ſo ill began. Theſe two 
6reat perſonages did look on one another, being un- 
vvilling to diſſyvade bim vvithout effe&,or to con- 
ſent unto it by reaſon of the horrour of it. Seneca, 
to vvhom the fluencies of Language were never þe- 
fore vvanting, held his eys fixed on Barrus Captain 
of the Life-guard, as if vvithour ſpeaking to bim he 
would ask him if he had not ſouldiers enough of his 
company to execute that, which ſhould be conceiv- 
edto be expedient : but Burrss did prevent bim, 
& cold the Emperour, that the men under his com- 
mand were too much effectionate tothe Bloud - 
tne 
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The Religious men, 
the Ce/ars to undertake ſo hardy an Enterpriſe, 
They both had a deſire to divert him from ſo bad 

a deed for the want of an undertaker, 
The death But the deteſtable Anicetzs, Admiral of the 
ot AF?” Fleet, did again preſent himſelf to pur the laſt hand 
= unts the maſſacre. He immediately with ſome ſoul. 
diers did tranſport himſelf to Agrippina's Caſtle , 
he broke open the gates, and found her in bed for- 
ſaken of all the world. As ſoon as ſhe beheld three 
frightful faces to enter into her Chamber, ſhe ſpake 10 
courageouſly to them,& told them, if they came to 
sive her a complement, that ſhe had no need of it, 
and if they had any other defign, he believed her 
Son was not ſo wicked as to command her murther, 
Theſe Villains withoat anſwering one word, did be- 
gin the aſſaſlinate;one iruck her with aTruncheon, 
another had his Sword at her bleeding breaſt , to 
whom ſhe cried out and only ſaid, The Belly, Soul- 
dier the Belly that did bear the Monfter. After which 
ſhe gave up theghoſt, her body beinghacked with 20 
many wounds, Her Corps was burned that ver 
night, and one of her Servants killed her ſelf before 
the Funeral pile, either for fear of the Son , or for 
grief ofthe Mother, Howſoever, Nere cauſed a De- 
claration to be publiſhed, in which, not without 
horrour to the Readers,he laid all the fault upon his 
Mother , and after this, he had never any reſt, for 
he dreamed almoſt every night that he ſaw his mo- 
ther calling him down to Hell, and beheld unnum- 
bred Furies tormenting him in the flames thereof, 49 
For all this, he deſiſted .not frem the nature of a 
Tyger, but to the maſſacre of his mother he added 
the murther of his wife Of avia, the moſt innocent 
Princeſs encarth, The cauſe of it was, one Orho, a 
companion of his deboiſineſs had taken from Cri/- 
p44, 4 man of quality,'his Poppea, andin a fury{(ſuch 
as Nero's bimſclf ) had eſpouſed her, He told Nero 
ſo many wonders of the pleaſures of his marriage, 
that he gavehim a deſire to talt them, thinking ir 
would be a means to raiſe him to a higher dignity : 40 
bur the event was , that the Lady perceiving her 
ſelf to be beloved of the Emperour, did totally de- 
vote her ſelf unto him, and did adviſe himto ſend 
ber busband into Portal under the colour of Am. 
baſſadour, 
He faitzin This cunning woman had a commanding beauty, 
love with a ſweet and pleaſing voice,and incomparable attra- 
nach Rions and allurements. She did lead Aero as a 
himſelf child, and obſerving him1o violently enamoured 
om bis of her, ſhe would be his Miſtriſs without a Para- 
4a, Mmour, and would not permit his own wife to par- 
take of his bed. For which purpoſe ſhe contrived 
a deteſtable plot, and cauſed the virtuous Empreſs 
to be accuſed for proſtituting her ſelf ro a Player on 
the Flute,who by his birth was an Alexandria; an 
accuſation which could not be ſpoken without the 
abſolute diſlike of all good men , . nor believed by 
any but ignorant and depiaved perſons, 
Nevertheleſs, Tigilinis the moſt intimate with 
Nero, who was a great ſtickler in the marriage wich 
Poppee, cauſed the men and maid-ſeryants of the 
Princeſs to be examined ; ſome of whom being 
torn upon theRack,did in the extremity of the tor- 
ment let fall ſome untruths to deliver themſelves 
from the intolerable pain : others continued con- 
ſtant; and there was a maid-ſervant of that cou- 
rage, that being in the midſt of all her corments,ſhe 
ſaid ro infamous TigeBinus, K now, E xecutioner that 
there is not one part in all the body of wy Miſtriſs, 
bet it is more chaſt then thy month, 
There being rot proots ſufficient to deſtroy her, 
Nero was content to ſend her away into one of his 
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houſes, and to be divorced from her under the pre- 
tence of barrenneſs, Not long after, ſhe was re- 
moved thence and kept under guard, and was after- 
wards called back tro Reme, te appeaſe the trouble 
which the abſence of ſo illuitrious and ſo virtuous a 
Lady had cauſed, She was received with great ap, 
plauſe of all the City, which fo alarm'd the ſpirit of 
Poppea, that ſhe threw her ſelf at Nero's feet, and 
did remonltrate to him ; *©* That he ſhould take no 
** more care for his loyes, but for his life z and chat 
** this return did tend to nothing elſe but to ruine 
* him with her ſelf, and ro make them both fall un- 
** der the fury of the people, That this was not it 
** which ſhe had deſerved of his friendſhip, and if 
* be had rather advance in his Palace the Child of a 
** player on the Flute, then to have from her a le- 
** gitimate heir, that he would give her leave ro de- 
** part in a good hour, and that ſhe would look 
** out her busband Ocho in whatſoever place of the 
** world ſhe could find him, 
She uſed ſuch and fo many attrations, ſo many A horrible 
counterfeit tears, ſuch ſweerneſſes,and ſuch rigonrs vmo7: 
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of love, that ſhe prevailed with deteſtable Nere: 
who ( by Azicerus,the ſame man who before killed 
his mother) did raiſe a horrible calurny againſt the 
honour of his wife ; and cauſed this inſtrument of 
the Devil toaffirm , that he had played with the 
Empreſs; on which he cauſed her to be baniſhed, 
and poor Oftavia asa guilty perſon, did ſuffer un- 
der that wicked ſentence,and was baniſhed into the 
Iſle of Paxdaluria : and becauſe Poppea could nor 
ſleep in quiet with Nero, as long as Oftavia was a- 
live,he filled up his cruelty,and by a moſt unworthy 
death he facriticed her tothe appetite of that moſt 
bold woman , whom afterwards he: killed with a 
ſpurn of his foot on the end of his life and of his 
Empire, 

My Penis weary to deſcribe ſo many horrours, 
and doth go over them as on ſo many burning coals, 
but (my Reader) itis to repreſent unto you, that 
this pernicious caytiff cauſing the poyſon of his evil 
aCtions to diffuſe it ſelf into the veins of all the Ci- 
ty of Rome. The world was inits heighth of ini- 
quity, when S. Paal and Sexeca (meeting together 
at one time) did endeavour to cure the maladies of 
this wicked Court, the one by Philoſophy, . the 0- 
ther by the Goſpel. Behold here the manners, 
learning, abilities, and the ſucceſs, both of the one 
and of the other. 

Who hath not Sexeca in reneration (a good Au- ohne: 
chour faith) hath not the underſtanding of a reaſon- $574i»7: 
able man. He is known by all knowing men in his” 
Writings, and mif. known by ſome in his Manners 
and in his Life; Suillins, a Roman Advocate, accu. 
ſed for corruption and baniſhed by the connſel of 
Seneca, at whar time he was employed in the go- 
vernment of Afairs, did write a defaming Book a. F'9m 
gainſt that great Perſonage , which two Greek Hi- ated 
{lorians, but men of {mall judgment, Dio, and the calum- 
Xiphiline have followed , and in many things have pioa's.. 
blamed him with as much paſſion as impertinence. ne:a, * 
This Opinion bath infcRed divers ſpirits, who, ei- 
ther for want of capacity or application, do dif. 
courſe unto us of Sexeca, as of a man quite contra- 
ry to his Books, which hath made me diligently to 
examine his Life , to take away the abuſe and ro 


give you an Idea of that puiſſant Genius with as 
much clearneſs as ſincerity. 


Know then that he was a Roman by his Extra js bizth, 


and bloud. He wasborn at Corduba a City inSpais, 
which was then under the Empire of Rowe and fuil 
of Italians, who being born almoſt in all the parts 


of 


Hhhbh 
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of the world , were yet born within the Circle of 
their Empire. His father was of an ordinary family, 
a Gentleman of no great account , removed from 
the obſervation ot the world , and as far frum 
command as from ambition , addited above all 
things to the ſtudy of Eloquence, reaſonably learn- 
ed , but of an admirable memory , tor having but 
once heard them, he would readily rehearſe two 
thouſand names, and two bundred verſes. His mo- 
ther was named Helvia, one of the moſt beautitul 
women in the Empire , full of underitanding ard 

judgment , of a high virtue and a rare modelty , 

ſhe had ſome knowledge in letters, and an extravr- 

dinary capacity to increaſe that knowledge, if rime 
and cuſtome had given her leave to take an adyan- 
rage of it, His elder brother was called Novarm or 

Gallic, and had a great command in the Empire. 

His younger brother was named Mela, a man tar 

from ambition, who lived in the houſe, and ſtudied 

Eloquence with his Father, who in that, regard did 
prefer him in his own judgment above hisÞbrothers, 

But Scx:cca was nouriſhed and adyanced in Rome 
in the time of Aguſta: Ceſar; he received his 
firſt elements of learning under the Diſcipline of his 
father , and afterwards ſtudied Philoſophy under 
Attalis and Socien, In his firſt years he made the 
vigour of his Spirit, the force of — and the 
abundance of Learning, to appear fo fully in him, 
that he was admired by the molt knowing men. Bur 
that great ſpirit did by degrees conſume his body 
which was lean and thin, and troubled with deflux- 
ions and the priſick , which would have brought 
him to his prave, if the cruelty of Nero had not pre- 
vented it. 

He was obliged to make an Oration in publick 
before Calignla the Emperour , concerning which 
that monſter in nature who could not endure any 
thing that was great and praiſeſul , and by a ma. 
lignity of manners, envied all profeſſours of Learn. 


His Ednca- 
ti on and 
Spirits 


Tlie fury of 
C alignla 
againſt 
him. 
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without any hope of riſing again , although in the 

end it was in effc& the caute of all his reputacion, It 

came to paſs that Meſſalina the wile tothe _— 

rour Clazdims , the moſt infatizble woman in her 

'uſts that Nature ever produced , did conceive an 

enraged hatred againſt the houſe of Gerwanicas, 

and eſpecially againk the Princeſs 7alia, becauſe 

ſhe was highly eſteemed for her rare beauty , and 

the high ſpiric of Meſſalina could not endure that 
1c any Lady ſhpuld be praiſed at Court for her bean. 

ty, but her ſ{clf. Befides,ſhe perceived that her bus- 

band, whom ſhe abſolutely governed, did make ve- 

ry much of that young Princeſs , ſhe therefore cau- 

ſed her to be talfly accuſed for proſtituting her ho. 

nour , ard procured her to be bariſhed the Court, 

An inquiry was made after thoſe who did frequent 

her houſe: Seneca was named amonglt the fore- catumny 

moſt , and by calumny invelopped in the ſame accy- agaivft /«- 

ſation , whether it was ſuſpeRed thar he had trea- [72% &*- 
20 fed of love with her,or whether it was thought that 

he was an accomplice in her exceſſes , and had flat. 

tered her in her paſſion without giving her advice, 

It it true that our Seneca was then inthe flower 
of hisage, and was none of thoſe ſullen ard ſtern 
Stoicks that bad put the world into a fright : He 
had a gentle ſpirit, diſcreet, and agreeable tro wo- 
men; but he was too adviſed to let his paſſions fly 
ſo high as to commit any loofe a& in the houſe of 
the Ceſars. Dicy his greateſt Enemy doth juſtific 

3obim in this buſineſs , and doth confeſs thar all this 
accuſation was moſt unjuſtly grounded, and that 
Meſſalina was ſo depraved and fo corrupted with 
the inordinateneſs of filthy luſts,that no credit was 
to be given to her, 

Nevertheleſs , ſhe ceaſcq not to bear down the 
innecent with the weight of ber power , ſhe con- 
demned the Princeſs to baniſhmenrt , and after- 
wards to death , as Dion and Sxetoxirs do affirm® 
It did much aMict her that Seneca was alive, who 


ing, did pronounce aloud that he had too much ſpi.. 40 by divers ſentences in the Senate was allotted to 


rit, and that they muſt kill him , which had preſent. 
ly been put in execution , if one of the Miftrifſes of 
the Emperour, who knew Sexeca,and favoured him 
for his Eloquence, had not perſwaded him, that he 
was not worth killing, a lean poor fellow, and one 
whom death would ſuddenly of it ſelf rake away 
from the world. Howbeit, he lived many years at- 
terwards, and ircreaſed in knowleds as in ape, and 
as much in Eloquence as in them both , atrending a 


death : but the good Emperour Cl/audixs was moſt 
unwilling to extingviſh in that Epirir, the Glory of 
Eloquence and of the Empire , defired his life of 
the Senate, and was contented that he ſhou'd be 
baniſhed into the Ifle of Corſica , where at the be- 
ginning he was touched with a melancholy amaze- 
ment to find himſelf ſeparated from the pleaſures 
of the Court to live amongſt the rocks, and people 
as ungentle as the rocks ; but he imployed all his 


more tayourable time to make a manifeſtation ot it, 5 Philojophy to comfort himſelf, and to temper the 


Clandits facceeded the Emperour Caligzla who 
was not a man for Sexec4, and though he was indu. 
ed with extraordinary qualities for a Courtier, yer 
the favour of the times did not much ſmile upon 
them, His clear ſpirit and his brave works made him 
to be knownin the houſe of Germanicws , a Prince 
of the Blond, who was poyſoned in the flower of his 
age, and left behind him children of great conſide. 
ration, namely,two Princeſſes who made themſelves 


diverſly talked of in Reme ; the one was 7«lia, the 60 peared in Sexeca , who in this place of baniſhment 


Dion doth Other Agr1ppina, the mother of Nero, This Julia 
diſtinguiſh crook an affeRion to - Seneca , being much pleaſed 
—_— with the beauty of his ſpirit , and the grace of his 
and Swere- diſcourſe, He daily frequented the houſe of Ger. 
rr chap. manic , being no leſs in diſcretion then in favour, 
; and wiſely judged that theſe two high-born Prin- 
ceſſes might one day contribute to the making of 

his fortunes. 
i- But the Court is an uncertaig ſea where ſome. 


eagerneſs of his fortune with the tranquillity of his 
mind. 

Here his ſpirit being delivercd from the noiſe 
and the tumults of Rome, and the ſervitudes of the 
Court , did altogether refle& upon it ſelf , and 
found there thoſe Lights and choſe Treaſures which 
before lay undiſcovered ro him. Tribulation is ro 
men as a ſpur to incite them to the production of 


brave works and of generous aQtions , and this ap- 

Senece ba- 
, . 4 . . . . nijhed ro 
did write molt excellent Treatiſes , neither did his cc. 


converſation with thoſe rude inhabitants alter the where he 
graces or the beauty of his language. He treated Ween. 
there with the Intelligences, and dived into the works. 
Contemplation of the World : He took off the 

vail from Nature that ſhe might the berter be ſeen 

in her Majeſty. Howſoever in that ſolitary place 

he had ſometimes his hours of affection, beholding 


himſelf ſevered from bis Mother whom he tender- 


tire a. tempeſt doth ariſe when calm is expeRted, 70 ly loved, ard whom, in that afflition, he comfort- 


The favour of 7»lia, in the {lead of advancing Sexc- 
ca, did ſuppreſs him, and did almoſt overwhelm him 


ed with a Letter which might paſs for a good 
Book. He paſſionately defired the Company 
2s 


Part F 


of his bro:hers, and ſome perſonages of Honour 
who loved him with as much fincerity as pro- 
fellion. 

There was ſome that think it ſtrange in Srnec 
that he ſhould deſire and endeavour his return,and 
that in his conſolatory letter to Polybins, he did 
write the praiſes of the Emperour Claxdins who 


Smec+ did 414 baniſh him, But have not they ſomething to do 


well ro de- 
fire and 


who exa@& more perfeRion in Seneca, a man at that 


The Religious Men, 


S. PAUL, 
Whether I am judged net guil'y by his Equity, or 
J 


whether I am made inmcent by his Bounty. Inthe 
mean time I rejoyce in my miſerics with a ſexſible con- 
ſolation to ſee the courſe of his Mercy which goes 
through the Univerſe, and which every day duth call 
forth the Baniſhid from this little corner of the 
earth in which I am buried alive. I bave that hepe 
that his Mercy will nit come to me, to go bry1nd me, 
and toleave me to die in this place, He ku:with the 


procure his time of the world, then is required in a Prophet : 10 time in which he will relieve thiſe whim he plea- 


liberty. 


where is the bird that doth not. ſometimes beat his 
bill again{ the cage to find ont the door to his liber- 
ty ? Feremy was exceeding patient,and yet he hum- 
bly beſought K. Zedtkiah to draw him our of priſon 
where he had ſuffered much, and much fearcd that 
he ſhould be committed again unto ir, Doth not 
S. Panl fay that liberty is better then ſlavery, and 
thar one is to be ſupported by neceſlicy, and the 0- 
ther to be procured by rezſon. What fault hach Se- 


neca done, that in his exile he wrote unto Polybius 20 ceeded fr 


(a great fayourite) a letter conſolatory on the death 
of his brother, and inſertedin it a few good words 
to appeaſe the Emperour, Should he have ſpared a 
period or two to deliver hiraſelf from a baniſhment 
where he had continucd for the ſpace of 8 years ? 
I ſhould no way approve him for beſtowing flatte- 
ries on a wicked man, which ſhould be an a& un- 
worthy of a Philoſopher ; for a generous ſpirit had 
better to endure the extremity oi evil then praiſe a 


ſeth, and I muſt leave that to his Diſpenſation , 
onely I hall endeavour not to render my ſelf unwor- 
thy of his Benefits, and 1 will provide in ſome ſort 
that his Geodneſs ſhall not bluſh to have made its 
approachts.tome. How happy, O Czfar, is your 
nw nnder whom the Baniſhed ds (ive mere 


contented, then K ings aid beretifore nnder your Pre- 
aeccfſour. 


Behold here the fineſt Complemeat that ever pro- 

om the mouth of man, and he who well 
obſerves.it, will find nothing of ſordid fAattery in 
it, And that the Reign of Claxdins, compared to 
that of Ca/igula, doth go ſo far beyondit, as filver 
ſurpaſſeth lead, Yet for all thoſe fair words, Clax- 
dins did nothing for him as long as AC ſſalina did 
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manage the heighth of the Aﬀars, and nll atter his 4, cey0- 
Polybius, who ſuffered himſelf to fink into that in- lution ar 


famy,as to be numbred inthe Liſt of the Adulterers 


. with the Empreſs, was diſgraced, and condemned 


[ 


Conurn,and 


he rerarn 


of the ba- 


tyrant,and give applauſes to his perſon, You may 39 to death : not long after which, this proſtitute =iſhed. 


obſerve how caretull he is in that Tra to give not 
ſo much as one Complement to Mefſalina,who was 
a very bad woman, al:hough ſhe had the command 
of all ;*he onely praiſed an Emperour who in that 
time wherein he wrote his Conſolation to Polybixs, 
waSin good reputation, and made the face of the 
Empire look tar otherwiſe then it did in the Reign 


* of Caligula is predeceſſour. He is ſo diſcreet, thac 


The excel- 
lent Com- 


all the praiſes he doth give him, are no more then 
wiſhes. 


Let the Powers of Heaven preſerve him long on 


plemear of earth; Let him ſurmount the years and the atts of 


Seneca, 


Auguſtus, and as long as he ſhall be mortall, let 
there net any die in his bouſe. Let him give us a 
long ſon to be Maſter of the Roman Empire, having 
approved him by his long fidelity, And let him have 
him rather for bis Colleagne then for bis Sncceſſour. 
(Afterwards he addr feth himſelf to Fortune, and 
ſpeaketh unto her,) Take heed, O Fortune, how thou 
makeſt thy appreaches to him. Let not thy pewer be 
ſeen in his perſon but by thy bounties. Let him re- 
ar: fſe th: calamitics of mankind, and re-eſtabliſh all 


that which the fury of his Predeceſſour hath ruined 


and made deſolate. Let that fair Star which is ri- 
ſex When the world Was falling into the Abyſmes, 
continre alwayes to illuminate the Univerſe, Let 
him pacifie Germany, and /:t him open England. 
Let him gain and [urmornt the T riumphs of his Fa- 
ther. His Clemency, which is the firft of bis Vir- 


tres, dvth promiſe that I Jhall net be a Speflatonr gg 


ently, and that he hath not ca#t me dywn, to raiſe 
me up m) more. But Why ſay Icaſt arwwn? be hath 
11pheld me from the hozr that I fell into my misfor- 
t:ne; When they would have threvwn® me headlong 
dywn, he interpoſed; and by the moarration of his 
divine hands he laid me gently on the earth. He 
hath entreatcd the Senate for me, and not content 
kimſelf to give me life, he hath deſired it of sthers 
thit I might enjoy the Grant with more aſſarance. 
Let him deal with me as bh: pleaſeth, I aſſure my 


{elf that bis Fuſt ice will find my cauſe to be goed, or 


his Clemency Will make it ſo. It is all one to me 


Woman having wearied both heaven ard carth 
with her filthineſs, did incenſe her husbands Pact- 
ence intoa Rage, who cauſed her to paſs under the 
edge of the ſword. 


Agrippina, widow to Domitins the* Father of 
Nero, returned then to the Court, having abſented 
ber ſelf long from it by reaſon of the misfortune 
of her ſifter 7-lia ;, ſhe knew ſo well ro cajole the 
Emperour, that he eſpouſed her as I have menti- 


42 oned before, The firſt ation ſhe did ,and for which 


ſhe was praiſed by all the world, was her revoking 
of Sexeca tO Rome from the Iſle of Cor -ca : imme- 
diately afterwards,ſhe commitred the charge of her 
ſon Nero into his hands, who was then eleven years 
of age, and finding him to be a man of a choice 
ſpirit, ſhe took a reſolution to make one day uſe 


Seneca re- 


| hap _—_ 
of his ſervice in the management of the affairs of jj1.* ce. 


State, 
To ſpeak ſincerely of the manners of S-ne2c4, he 


30 had a great and a gallant ſoul, and diſpoſitions to 


a high vircue ; he was neither guilefull, nor wilfull, 
nor malicious , nor cruel, nor voluptuous, ard [ 
doſtrongly believe, that of a Gentleman he was 
the beſt man of that Age. Alſo Cornelins T aci- 
tns, who concealeth no evil that he knows, and of- 
tentimes doth divine on that of the which he is not 
throughly informed, doth never =_ of Sexe= 
ca but with honour, as a wiſe and ſober man, and 
moderate in his paſſions, And Saint Hierome him. 
ſelf doth witneſſe, that he was a moſt continent 
perſon, which may ſuffice to diſabuſe thoſe who 
ſuffer themſelves to be amazed with the Rapſodies 
of Dion. 


Without all doubt he had ſomething in his ſout 
as relipious as it was great, which-did not content 
it ſelf with words bur did proceed to ations , And 


high re- 


pie. 
Ihe man- 


ners of $t- 


nicd, 


this did eafily appear in his youth, for when fo many 
gentlemen of Reme did reſort to the Univerfities of 


, the Philoſophers, ſome for the wantonnels of ſport, 


others to ſee faſhions, others to carry away ſome 
fine ſentence in their Table- book, ard by that 
Hhhhh 2 _ means 


eoo 


Epiſt, 163, 


| beinthecenter of Vices. Thoſe who condemn him 5 whereof by the report of Dion, were engraved upon 


Seneca 
mace 4 Li- 
bel againſt 
Claudius. 


1xHiE 


means to get ſome eſteem in conver ſation, Sexcca 
addreſſc.d himſelf unto them to learn and to pra- 
Riſe virtue. When he intended to ſpeak of Ri- 
ches, of Solitude , of Chaſtity, of Sobrieiy, he 
found bis heart inflamed, and he would have liycd 
altogether a retired life , if the great qualities 
wherewich God had endued him, had not imbarked 
him in the Afairs of the Courr. 

It is a wonder that amongſt ſo great a confluence 
at the Court , he always obſerved 
which he praiſed in his infancy, Fedid never ear 
of any Delicacies which do ſcrve only to flatter the 
appetite, and did content himſelf with the moſt ſim. 
ple Viands. He never drark any Wine , he uſed 
altogether cold Barhs,he didnot care for pertumes, 
he oftentimes would lic on the ground upon a poor 
Vattereſs, where ro print of hisbody was ro be ſeen, 
ſo hard it was. He alſo ſometimes did abitain from 
food, and he found it good for him, and all his life- 
time he had practiſed it, 
preſly commanded him to the contrary, becauſe in 
the reign of Tiberius, there was a ſect of ſtrangers 
condemned at Rome, who made a profeſſion of cer. 
rain Abſtinences. Some are of opinion that .he did 
ſpeak of Chriſtians, but they were neither known 
nor perſecuted under the Emperour Tiberixs. For 
thereſt, all his Train were carried in one Caroach, 
which oftentimes was out of order ; and inſtead of 
lovely Pages and Minions, he was ſerved by men 


HOLY COURT. 


vicy of ſo great a perſonage : and I Know not to 
whart purpoſe it is to revile the Aſhes of the Dead, 
although 1: is nor torbidden to write a true Hiſtory 
to leave a horrour to Poſterity in recording the 
lives of the wicked. This, howſoever may ſerve 
for inſtruction not to play with waſps, or incenſe 
thoſe who have the Pen in their hand, and caneter- 
nally proſcribe their Adverſaries, 

After this ſport he was employed upon the Far. 


that auſtere life 10 neſt, and Agrippina, Morhber of the 


Part 5, 


He is made 
Miniſter of 


yours ,on States 
rour, deſiring to confirm her ſelf in the Monarchy, 


ard to govern by her Son, did ſupply him with two 
creatures, men of great capacity and fidelity , Br. 
r#s for Arms, and Sexeca for Laws. The firlt was 
ſevere in his converſation, the other, was of a mild 
and pleaſing diſpoſition. They both agreed even 
to their deaths in the government of the Aﬀeairs of 
State. Then it was, that Sexeca did enter into thoſe 
great Fmployments,and exerciſed that high wiſdom 


if his Father hed not ex- 20 Which he bad acquired for the Government of the 


Empire, He began with his Prince, who was the 
firſt and the moſt amiable objeR ofall his troubles : 
and although at the firſt he did expreſs himſelf yery 
tractable and agreeable to all the world, yet Sexeca 


His judg- | 
ment 


perceived in bis infancy the marks of a cruel & bloo.. xe. 


dy nature ; and told to his intimate Friends that he 
rowriſhed a young Lion whom he endeavoured to 
make treRable, but if he ſhould raſt once of the 
blood of men, he would return to bis firſt nature. 


only, and ſmall was the Retinue that attended on 30 And this was the occaſion that at thattime he did 


him, 

Re received all things that were given him with 
facility, and complained not of any thing : He took 
no offence at the reports and ſlanders of men, and 
pardoned many other inconveniencies, he had an 
honeſt heart ard full of love to thoſe to whom he 
profeſſed loyc : he was tender of compaſſion on rhe 
behalf of the poor, and a hater oi coverouſneſs. A !- 
ter he bad farisfied the Aﬀairs of the Empire, he 


write for him the two Divine Books of Clemency, 
where, - with variety of remarkable proofs he doth 
eſtabliſh the Excellency, the Beauty, and the profit 
of candor of Spirit, and the advantage whichre. 
dounds unto a Prince to govern his SubjeRs with 
Bounty and Love. On the contrary , he remon- 
ſtrates the horrour and diſaſters of Tyrants, who 
would prevail by cruelty in the management of 
their Eſtates, - All his endeavour tended that way, 


took no pleatures at all but in Contemplarion and 40 wiſely foreſceing that Nero would fall into extreme 


Siudy, Books beirg unto him as neceſſary as his 
bread. His table was mederate, his &i{courle affable, 
his lite innocent, and his converſation moſt attra- 
ctive, Amonglt other things, he would be angry 
wich himſelt for not having profeſſed Virtue open- 
ly enough., and for refleCting his thoughts on the 
coniiderations of the World: and in modeſty he 
would ſiy, that he aſpired always to the heighth of 
Virtue, and nevertheleſs he {till found himſelf to 


without knowing what he was, would think that 
they themicives did great penance if they ſhould 
live after the manner of Sexeca, He was with Nero 
five or (;x years before he was made Fmperour,and 
fo. med his infancy wich excellent Inſtructions : in 
the ivean time Agrippiza d:d the fatal aR, as | bave 
ſpoken and poiloned Clardirs her husbard to de. 
volve the Empire on her ſon, who was elected by 
the general conſcnt of all the States. 


Cruelties, ard tor that cauſe he did willingly give 
way that he ſhould delipht himſelfin Comedies, in 
Muſick, and ſuch Exerciſes of ſoftneſs, hoping thac 
in ſome manner it would make more civil his ſavage 
nature, He alſo compoſed ſor him many eloquent 
Orations, which the young Emperour would pro- 
nounce with great grace, to the general admiration 
boih of the Senate and the people. 


He made alſo many excellent Ordinances, ſome He pur his 


a pillar offilver , and were read every year at the 
renewing of the Senate. He hated all the inven. 
tions, the deceits, and tricks of State, as a trade of 
iniquity,and did ground himſelf on the eternal prin- 
ciples of Juſtice, by which he kept the Emptre in a 
profound peace, in great abundance, and a ſure fe. 
licity. $0 that ina manner Frentine makes a true 
narration : he faith, that Sexeca bad ſo redreſſed 
all abuſes, that it ſeems he had brought goodneſs in- 


It is t00 true that Secs found himſelf overchar. 66 to the Empire, and called the Gods trom Heavento 


ged wich joy at fo great a change, and attbat time 
a little forgat the ſeverity oi a philoſopher,when he 
compoſed a railing Book on the death of Claxdins, 
which he called Apecolocymthoſis, as if be ſhould have 
faid Divinity acquired by the means of a Drug, al- 
luding ro that he was numbred in the Catalogue of 
the Gods , being preferred to ;Heaven by poyſon, 
Some believe that he compoſed that Book as well to 
revenge him{clt for the death of his dearBenetaRtor 


be converſant again with men. In which he made 
uſe of the Philoſophy of the Stoicks, not that which 
is ſorigid and fo ſullen , but that which he had tied 
and ſeaſoned tor that deſign, to give to the world a 


State in 
good order. 


taſt thereof, His opinions tor the moſt part are Ra- rhe xray. 


tional, Sacred, and Divine. 


' ime of Se- 
neca, 


If he ſpeaks of God, it is inthe ſame ſenſe as the Fe... 


Saviour of the world did diſcover to the Samaritan. 
Hetprofeſleth openly that God is.a Spirit , ard chat 


7:lia,and lor the affliftion of his long baniſhment, -0 the difference berwiztGod and us,is, chat the better 


as tO rejoyce his Scholar Nero who took great plea« | 


ſure in it, But in my opinion it isunworthy the gra- 


_ 


part of us is Spirit but that God 1s all Spirit, moſt 
Pure, Eternal, Infinite, the Creatour of the great 
works 
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worksof nature which we behold with our eys. 

If he ſpeaketh of true Worſhip and the molt ſin- 
cere Religion which we ought to imploy to honour 
and adore the Sovereign King of the Univerſe , he 
doth ſufficiently declare , that the wor ſhip of God 


- ought to be jn Spirit and in Truth , as our Saviour 


Laſar ive 
Inftir. lib, 
6. cap. 35. 


hath preſcribed. When you figure God (faith he ) 
repreſent a great Spirit , but peaceable , and reve- 
rend by the ſweetneſs of his Majeſty , a friend to 


joys which a happy Soul receiveih in the other life, 
And it is not from our purpoſe to con{'der, that Se- 
ca ſometimes in diſputing ſpeake. h by ſuppoſiti- 
on, according to the 'dza ot others, wd nor accore 
ding to his own, We cannot know better the opi- 
n:on of at! Authour then by his 2.&.ons and his 
Practiſe , and we obſerve tha: Sexeca hath not on. 
ly profeſſed the Immortality of the Soul by words, 
but believeth che effeR in ſecret , for he reveren- 


men, and who is always preſent with them , who is 1© ced the Souls of great Perſonag:s, and did believe 


not pleaſed with bloudy Sacrifices,, for what de- 
light can be taken the butchery of ſo many inno- 
cent creatures. The true Sacrifice of the great God, 
is a pure Spirit , an upright underſtanding of him, 
and a good Conſcience. We ought not to heap 
ſtones upon ſtones to raiſeaTemple to bim, ſor what 
need hath he of ir : the moſt agreeable Temple that 
we can build for God, is to cenſecrate him in our 
hearts. Laftaxtizs bath ſo much eſteemed of this 


them to be in heaven, which he teſtified before he 
received the Chriſtian Faith,when being in a Coun- 


$01 


try-houſe of Scipio of Africa, be rendred divine ho- xpitt. x6; 


nours to his Spirit, proſtrating himſelf at the Altar 
of his ſepulchre, and perſwading himſelf ( he ſaid) 
that his Soul was in hcaven, not becauſe chat he was 
General of the Army , but becauſe he lived an ho- 
neſt man, and having infinitely obliged his ingrate. 
ful Country, he retired himſelf in a voluntary foli- 


paſſage, that in the ſixth Book of his Inſtitutions , , rude ro his own houſe to give no fears and jealou- 


e doth oppoſe it to the Gentiles as a buckler of 
our Chriſtianity. 
If there be a queſtion about the Preſence of God, 


ſies of his greatneſs. 


If we demand where he placed the ſovereign 


n of 


int- 


; ood and the end of Man, we ſhall find that he eſta- ds 
- nds " which above all things the maſters of ſpiritual life bliſhed ihe ſelicity of this preſent life to live accor- g994- 
ſence E- do commend in their InſtruRtions, he ſaith, chatitis ding to Reaſon , and that of the life ro come in the 

pit. $3. 


Of Provi- 
dence. 


to no purpoſe to conceal ones ſelf from man , and 
that there 1s nothing hid from God whois preſent 
in our hearrs and in our moſt ſecret thoughts. 

If we reſt in the Contemplation of the D:vine 
Providence, which is the foundation of our lite, he 
believerh a Providence which reacheth over all, 
And in a Tra& which he hath compoſed , he perci- 
nently doth anſwer thoſe who are amazed , why 
Evil arriveth to good people , ſince fo great and fo 
good a God hatha care of their ways. He ſaith, 
that it is the chaſtiſement {of a Father , an exerciſe 
of Virtue,and that what we take to be a great E- 
vil is oftentimes the occaſion of a great Good , 
that ſuch is the courſe and order of the world accor- 


ding to the Divine Diſpenſation,to which we ought , 


tro ſubmit onr ſelves, 


re-union of the £oul with its firſt beginning which is 
God. From this foundation he hath drawn a rule 
and propohitions which he hath diſperſed over all his 
Eooks, and theſe are to deſpiſe all the goods of the 


o world , Honours , Empires, Riches, Reputation, 


Pleaſures, gorgeous Habiliments, ſtately Buildings, 
great Poſleflions, Gold, Silver, precious Stones, 
reafts, Theaters, Plays, and to t: ke all chirgs as ac- 
ceſſory.and to regard them no more then the move. 
ables of an Inne where we are not bur as paſſen. 
gers. And above all things, ts eſteem of vircue, of 
rhe mortification of Looſe deſires, of contemplation 
of eternal virtues, of Juſtice, Prudence, Forti:ude, 
Temperance , of Liberality, Benigniry , of Friend- 
ſhip, of Conltancy in a good courſe ot life, of Pa. 
tiencein Tribulation , of Courage to ſupporc In. 


ofthe 1u» If we conſider the Immortality of the Soul, which juries ; of Sickneſs, Baniſhmenr, Chains, Reproa- 
wig is the foundation of our Faith and of all virruous ches, of Puniſhments, and of Death it ſelf. 

Soul. a&ions, it is certain that he hada good opinion of We may affirm, that never any man ſpoke more 
Juva,de a> jt and profeſſeth in his 1c2. Epiſtle,that he delighr- worthily then he, of all cheſe ſubjeRs. Never Con- 
rw Eth not only according to Reaſon to ſearch after quereur did ſubdue Nations with more honour, 
9u«rere, i- the Eternity of the Soul, but to believe ir; and he then this great Spiric with a raagnificenc glory at 
Sp complaineth that a letter received from a friend did his feet , hath levelled and ſpurned down all the 


interrupt him in that Contemplation, which ſea- 


Kingdoms of Fortune. All chat he ſpeaketh is vigo- 


ed to him ſopalpable , that it was rather to him an ,,, rous, ardent, lively, His heart when he did write 


agrecable Viſion that he had in a Dream, then any 
Diſcourſe in Philoſophy. And in the end of the E- 
piſtle he ſpeaketh of wonders , of the Original of 
the Soul, and the return of itto God. Andin the 
Preface of the firſt Book of Natural Queſtions , 
which he did write ſome few years before his death 
(which makes the truth more remarkable) he ſpeak- 
eth clearly, that the Soul returnech to heaven, ifir 
be well purified from its commerce with earth, chat 


did inflame his ſtyle to inflame the hearts of all the 
world, His words followed his thoughts. He did 
ſpeak in true Philoſophy bur as a King, ard not as a 
{lave to words and periods. His brevicy is not with. 
out clearneſs. His {trengeh hatch beaury, his beaucy 
bach no affeQation : he is poliſhed , ſmooth , full, 
and entire, never languiſhing, imperuous withour 
confuſion , bis diſcourle is faced, yet nothirs un- 
maſculine , invincible in his reaſoning, and agree. 


heaven isirs true Conntry and Element ; and that g, able in all things. Howſoever , we ought not to 


ic is a great proof of its Divifiity, thar ic delighterh 
to hear of heavenly things as being the affairs pro- 
per to ir ſelf, 

We muſt take care not here to judge and con- 
demn Sencsa On a doubrſul word , as when in his 
Conſolation to Aſartia , he faith , that all end by 


conclude by his Beoks that he was a Chriſtian, bes 
cauſe he wrote them all before he had any k:ow- 
ledge of Chriſtianity , and therefore it is not to be 
wondred at,-if ſometimes he hath Sentences wh:ch 
are not conformable unto our Religion. 


Some one will objcR that he is admirable in his. 
Writings, but his Works carry no cor-eſpondency gat 
with his Pen. This indeed is the abuſe of fome ſpi- catumina-; 
rits grounded on the calumnies of Dicx and S. i/1i- 
»s, which thoſe men may eaſ{ly fee confured , who 
without paſſion will open their eyes unto he 


truth, He reproacheth him for his great Riches, 
in 


Death, and by Death it ſelf. He only there couch. 
eth of Goods and Evils, of Honours, Riches, Plca- 
ſures, Troubles, and the Cares of this preſent life, 
It is moſt clear, that there is nothing in that Sen. 
terce which derogates from the Immortality of the 
Soul , becauſe he concludes that Treatile with the 
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in lands, in gold and filver, and ſumptuous move- 
ables, and layeth to his charge that he had 500 


' beds of Cedar with feet of lvory. It feems thac 


His fallin 
off from 


this flanderer was ſteward of Sexcca's houſe, fo cu- 
rious he was in decyphering his eftate, Bur all chis 
is but a mere invention ; for how is it poſſible thar 
he who according to Cornelius T acitus did not live 


'but onely on fruit, and bread, and water, and who 


never had any but his wife to eat with him, or two 


dreſs all breaches that might give occaſion of of. 
fence. But when he obſerved ibat Agrippinva Cid 
mount upon the Throne of her fon, did give audi- 
ence to the Ambaſſedours of the Nations , did viſit 
the Armies; and when he heard her vaunt that 
the Empire came unto him _ ber means, and that 
ſhe would take it a way from him when ſhe thought 
good, he could not digeſt it. He preſerved hjmlelf 
in that fideliry which he had ſworn unto the Em- 


or three friends at moſt, ſhould have 500 beds of 10 perour, but he never counſelled him cither to re- 


Cedar and Ivory to ſerve him at his feaſts. Jr is true 
that he had goods enough, but nothing unjuſtly 
gotten; they were the gifts and largeſſes of the Em- 
perour. And becauſe he had ſometimes written 
that Goods were forbidden to Philoſophers, he 
therefore was content to bold them in ſervitude and 
not to be commanded by them, He was overcome 
by Nero to carry ſome ſplendour in his houſe, as be- 
ing the chiefeſt ofthe Eſtate , and it was put upon 


bim as a ſumptuous habit upon ſome tatue, We 20 It is true that he compoſed the Declaration of Nerone is exce- 


cannot find that he had ever any children bur his 
Books, or that he made it his ſtudy to enrich his 
Nephews or his Nieces, or to raiſe a ſubſiſtence for 
his houſe from the charges,greatnes, and riches of 
the Empire. He had the ſmalleft train and pomp 
that poflibly could be, and when he had the licence 
to be at liberty from the Court, he lived in an ad- 
mirable ſimplicity ; and which is more, he beſought 
Nero with much importuniry to diſcharge him from 


move Agrippina, or todiſpleaſe her; When Neyo 
yery warmly called him and B«rrhus together, and 
ina great ſright cold them that his mother bad con- 
ſpired againſt his life, and that he was but a dead 
man if he did not prevent it, Sexeca remained ſo 
loſt in amazement, that in all his life he was never 
dumb but at that inſtant. And Cornelins T acitns 
makes no mention of the leaſt word he did let fall 
that might witneſs his conſent to ſo horrible a deed. 


after his mothers death, but it was by a rigorous ne. ſable for 
ceſtity. He found himſclfberwixt two deſperate ex- J2"s, 
tremities, either to leave the whole Empire at ran- ratiea, 
dome, to forſake the Helm and the Veſſel in the 
tempeſt,and tender bis neck toVero,or to find ſome 
lenitive to eaſe the calamities ſo full of virulence, 

Lome there are that do thus excuſe him ſorit, and 

ſay, It was no marvel that he did deport himſelf in 


this faſhion, becauſe he was near to Princes;and that 


the unprofitable burden of his riches,and to put ſe- 30 thoſe who even make a profeſſion of virtue, do ſlu- 


veral ſtewards into his houſes to receive his reve- 
nues : but he madeanfwer to him that hedida 
wrong unto himſeif to demand that diſcharge, tor 
he had nothing tvo much, and that he had in Rewe 
many ſlaves enfranchized who were far more rich 
then Sexeca. 

Yet for a'l this Reproach is proved to be unjuſt, 
Dion proceeds further in his (lander,and ailedgeth, 
T hat he indeared [Queens and Princes to him ;, for he 
wrote thrir Papers, and profeſſed himſelf a friend to 
the rich:f Favourites, What 1s this, but to reproach 
a Courtier with bis Trade, his Diſcretion, his Civi- 
lity, his Aﬀability which this great poothange made 
very worthily co comply- with his Philoſophy. He 
married an illuſtrious Lady,and of invaluable wealth. 
What ! ſhould he being in that "_ dignity to 
pleaſe $i; become ſnirorto ſome chamber-maid, 
or for mortifications ſake,court ſome country girle? 
Ought he to bring ſuch a reproach afrer him co the 


dy their own preſervation, .and oftentimes conceal 
thoſe affairs which they cannot redreſs. 

For my own part, 1 am of judgment, that great 
men being in a place where they are obliged to 
ſpeak, if they ſhould wilfully or timorouſly hold 
their peace, do grievouſly offend God by their (i. 
lence; and that Sexeca ſhould rather have dicd then 
have adhered to Nero polluted with his mothers 
bloud,and exccrable to all the world. 


o He had before demanded leaye to be gone from | 


Court, wiſcly ſorcſecing the tempeſts that follow, 
but he could not &btain it, nor reſtft Nero, withour 
putting himſelſin danger of his life. You ſee there 
may be a time when an honeſt man ſhould rather 
venter his life then give a ſcandall nnto Virtue, But 
his diſſimulation could rot help him from being 
wade at laſt a ſacrifice to his moſt cruel Scholar, as 
we anon ſhall declare unto you. 

But for the preſent let us } ack and examine the 


hy Senes 


Court of the Prince, what fin hath he committed to gg cauſe, why Seneca with ſo much Power, Authority, c haviog 


eſpouſe the moſt honeſt Lady in Rome called Pauli- 
a,and to have lived with her in the condition of a 
good husband,and in a perfe& intelligence. But he 
made love to the mother of the Emperour, This 
ſlinder never came into the thought neither of 
Tacitus, nor Sxetoxins, nor any other Hiſtorian 
who wada man of judgment. It was onely the in- 
rention of an 1mpottor infe&ed with poyſon that 
dreamed of any fuck thing. Agrippina had other 
manner of gallants and ſervants then Sexzce in her 
Court : ſhe ſonght not after bodies made thin with 
abſtinence, and manners quite removed, from ſuch 
commerce, In a Court fo clear-ſighted, there could 
never be diſcovered any familiarities which might 
give the lealt impreſſion of ſuch a thought, and 
which would have removed both the one and the 0- 
ther ; no, Seneca did rather incline too much unto 
ſeverity thento give any allurements to Apripping, 

The Gloſſer yet goes further and faith, That he 


QAgriyzme, endeavoured tote the fpirits of the morker to the 


ſor-in-a perfett friendſhip, and did nor ceaſe to re. 


'Eloquence, Philoſophy, and humane Wiſdome,did 'o many 
effec ſo little for the reformation of manners in the *\,jitie, 
Court of Vero, and in the City of Rome ? It is with- did per- 
out all dovbt that the wiſdome of Books was roo mM 
low for ſo bigh a deſign. We muſt make uſe of the ceformai- 

race of Redemption, and the Bloud, and the Go- 9» ofMau- 
Pet of Jeſus to redreſs ſuch lamentable confuſions, *** 

Let us then behold S. Pax, who at the ſame time 
did come to plant the Faith iv Rewe.and talked with 
Seneca, and made him to behold more excellent 

Light in the,purity of his Life and Doctrine. 

It is not my intention in this place to write at Serrar. F«- 
large the life of S. Pax/,which is already ſuffitiently '* ©m* 
known, bur particularly to touch on thoſe things 
which he did at Rome when Seneca was in the go- 
yernment of the Aﬀairs of the Empire, Nevertha- 
leſs,it is expedient to make a ſhort recapitulation of 
the Times and the Voyages of this great Apoltle,to 
underſtand the occaſion thar did bring him to Rowe, 


5 Was sngratefull to her. What ingraticude? he always yg and what he there did pratiſe for theadvancement 


of the Faith. 


S.'Pa:l being born in the ſecondoor third year of 5a 


OUrRem e, 


Part x. 


x 


Part 5. The Religions Men, S, PAUL. 


803 
S, Pas," Our Saviour , was miraculouſly conyerted to the Goſpel unto the Nations , which is at farge deſcri- 


omdurg Chriſtian Religion in the tliree and thirtieth year bed inthe Ads of the Apoſtles, which ſeems almoſt 
of his age. By his ExtraRtion, he was a Jew bornin to be only written for S. Pax! his ſake. | 
the City of Tarſns, in the Province of Cilicia, On the end of this long Voyage he came unto 
where was a flouriſhing Univerſity , from which  7eruſalem at the firſt Council held by the Apoſtles 
came Antipater, Archidemus, Artemidorns, Dioge- tor the aboliſhing of Circumciſion, and other Jew. 
zes, and Diodorus, But S. Paul, although he rook iſh Ceremonies , ro which certain Zews would ob- 
his birth in the air of the Philoſophers, and had lige the Gezxti/es, who were:converted to the Faith 
ſome tin&ure of their Principles , did not amuſe which Saint Pal could not endure , and what in 
himſelf on the Philoſophy of the Gentiles , but re- x bim lay, did endeavour to chaſe away the ſhadows 
tiring to Fer#ſalem he ſtudicd at the feet of Gama- of the Old Law to make place for the light of the 
licl a great DoRour of the Moſaick Law. The zeal * Goſpel ; which was the reaſon that the Fews ftir- 
which he had for his Religion made him furiouſly red ap great Perſecutions againſt him, and cauſed 
to perſecure Chriſtianity from his birth unto rhe him to be apprehended in the fourth journy he 
time that he was ſubdued by the Spirit of God, made unto feral , and were reſolved there to 
and of a ravening wolf was made a lamb of the Fold. put him to death. 
Saul fell (faith S. Augnſtine) and Pax! did riſe, the As he entred privately into the Temple with a gcear 
interpretation of which name according to Heſjchi=» Trophimas his Diſciple , to diſcharge himſelf of periecuti- 
x is admirable; to ſhew unto us, thar all things are ſome legal Ceremomes , the Fews that were come |" ogainR 
marvellous in him, even his name it ſelf, 20 from Aſia did diſcry him , who could not be igno- os 
$. Pautfat> After his Converſion, he preached in Arabiaand rant of his converſation with the Gemriles , and be. 


iy accuſed j, Tmaſcius for the ſpace of threeyears, and did 
powerfully convince the Fews on the verities of our 
Faith, who to divert the courſe of his Miniſtery in 
the embroilments which then were raiſed between 
the King of the Arabians and the Romans , did ac- 
cuſe him for having moved in the favour of Rome 
againſt the Arabians and their King Arethas,who at 


gan tocry aloud againſt him, ſaying , that he was 
an enemy of the Temple and the Law, which he en. 
deavoured to deſtroy both by words and deeds and 
thar it was not ficting he ſhould live. On this cry, 
a mutiny of enraged people did advance their fury 

who did throw themſelves upon S. Par to ſtone 
him, and to tear him in pieces. The noiſe way 


R409, 


«Anne Clri- 


that time held the Ciry of Damaſcus , and had pla. 
ced in it a Governour of his own faction. This 
Barbarians made an exaR inquiſition , and would 
have apprehended S. Pax/, who was then in the 


- $5, 39. cor ame Ciry. But his brethren the Chriſtians were 
ne. in2.4- yery careful to deliver the Innocent from the hands 


pad (orin, 


cap. It, 


His con- 
verſation 


of rhe guilty ; and ſhewing themſelves neither 
fNothful nor fearful in a buſineſs of that difficulty, 
(although he who had in his hands the Governmenr 
of the City did threaten to deſtroy them if they de- 
livered not Pax! unto him ) they cauſed him to eſ- 
cape out of a window , and to come down all alon 
the Ramparts thereofin a panier which had a cor 
faltned to ir. 

From thence he tranſported himſelf to Feraſaler, 


verfazion where he ſaw S. Peter , and continued with kim fit- 


£7. 


teen dayes in one lodging, not without joys and ra- 
viſhments that cannot be exprefſed, We ought ro 


content our ſelyes with that which the DoRour of 


Gat-r.18, the Nations ſaith-in his Epiſtle to the Galathians, 
"gia where he aſſureth us , that he did biſtorize the 
=i]goy. Prince of the Apoſtles, that is to fay, hedid con-'$, with himas a friend of the Heathen, and an enemy 


template on him asan Hiſtorian doth on a Prince 
whoſe Hiſtory he hath a deſign to write. He re- 
garded gor (faith S. Hierome) whether he were fat 
or lean, or whether he were bald, or had a Roman 
noſe, be only dived into his ſpirit and his bearr, and 
there he diſcovered all the treaſures of wiſdom. 
Aﬀer this moſt pleaſing Colloquy he retired 
himſelf into the City of Ceſarea, from whence he 
paſſed to Cilicis the place of his nativity, which he 


brought to the Rowan garrilon in Jeraſalem , and 


30 the news thereof came to Colonel Ly{, inform. 


ing that all the City was in a corifuſion. He pre- 
ſently marched thither with the moſt reſolute of 
the Souldiery, and plucked the Innocent from their 
hands to hear his Defence at their leiſure, Bur 
theſe inſolent Fews ceaſed not to follow him to the 
Corps de Gnarde , where he was ſo environed with 
them that he was carried by force on the Arms of 
the Souldiers into a place of ſafety. 

When he ſaw himſelf within the power of the 


o Romans, he demanded of the Colonel the per- 


miffion to ſpeak to appeaſe the people , which 
being obtained, he began to make an Oration to 
them in Hebrew , to inform them of his life and 
condition, and of the zeal which he had to the 
Religion of the Fcws, and of his miraculons Con- 
verſion from it., as alſo ofhis Orders which he re- 
ceived from God to preach the Faith unto the Geg- 
tiles, When they heard theſe Words , they be- 
lieved what was told them of him,and they did deal 


of their Law. They began to lay down their Gar- 
ments to ſtone him, and to throw duſt in the air 

and to make a horrible rumult ; whereupon, Co- 
lonel Ly5as who underſtood pot the Hebrew 
rongue was amazed,and conceived $ Paxl had been 
ſome felon, and guilry of ſome hainous crime, He 
rook him to be the Zgyprian who a little before 
had raiſed a great Sedition,and had drawn after him 
tour thouſand men into the wilderneſs, andto give 


made fruitful with his Inſtru&ions tor the ſpace of gg conſent to the wild multitude hedid command that 


Us preac!.s four years, From thence S. Barnabas did lead him he ſhould be ſcourged, | 
echt the ' into Antioch, a famous City, where were a great They proceeded ro the execution of this In jtt- S. Faw! 
Golpel. | 


number of Chriſtians , whoin that place were farſt 
called by that moſt glorious Name, and which hath 
ever ſince continued with all thoſe who have made 
Profeſſion of our Faith. 

Having there ſojourned one year, he was depu- 
ted with S. Baryabas to carry the Charity of the 
Faithful in Antioch unto Fersſalrw,, which office he 
moſt worthily diſcharged , -and they both raking 
fohn and Mark into their company , did travelin- 
ro divers Cirics of Greeceg and cave the Light of the 


itice ; and now Saint Pax! was bound by the hands ©2-i*m; 


of the Executioners 


; n:d to the 
» who prepared themſelves yo, did 


ro pur him into bloud & when he adviſed with him. $ivert chat 
ſelt ro acquaint the Officer who was to begin the puniſh. 


puniſhment that he was'a Citizen of Rome ," in 
regard that thoſe of the City of Tarſ#s did en joy 
the priviledge of being Burgeſfes of the-princi- 
pal City of the World. The Officer made haſte 
unto the Tribune, and informed him with the qua- 


lity of the priſoner, advertifing him, that if they 


proceeded 


ment, 


804 
proceeded farther on him they might be queſtioned 
for it. This was the occaſion that the puniſhment 
was forborne,and the Tribune (to underſtand what 
he could plead tor himſelf, being unwilling to truſt 
unto the people ) did aſſemble the Prieſts and 
Scribes with the chief of the Jews , to hear his 
Apology. | 

; S. Paxl did here uſe great diſcretion, and obſer. 
44, © Ving that the Aſſembly were compoſed of Sadds- 
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wife Dr«fifa(who was the cauſe of his more gentle Pri. 
uſage) did ſpeak unto bim in the preſence 'of ber year him, 
husband , and defired to hear him on his diſcourſes 


of Faith, which gave a fair occaſion to, our Apoſtle 


to ſpeak, who driving on his Diſcourſe with vigour, 


did ſo enlarge himſelt on the ſubje& ot Juſtice, of 
Chaſtity, and of univerſal Judgment , that Felix 
was much afraid , and interrupted his Diſcourſe, 
fearing that be ſhould leave | Ho ſcruples on the 


eee; and Phariſees who were counterpointed in the 2 © conſcience of his Wife concerning their Marriage. 


queſtion of the ReſurreRion,he did caſt them on ir, 
and publickly acknowledging the ReſurreQion, he 
cried out, that the Dead ſhould riſe again, and held 
It as an inviolable Article of bis Faith. On this, the 
DoRours of the Law did enter into a hot diſpute, 
and there was a great debate amongſt them, with. 
out making any examination at all concerning the 
fat of the priſoner. LZyſias did very well perceive 
that all the contention was concerning ſome que- 


It is cafie to conjeRure that this poor Princeſs was 
much ſhaken at it, alchough the chains of Love and 
of Ambition did ſo link ber to the world, that we 
do not read that ſhe. was abſolutely converted to 
the Faich and number of the Chriſtians, Felix ſtop- 
ping his earsto Judgment, did open his eys ro mo. 
ney, and having learned that S. Paw bad brought 
great ſumms of Charity unto ers/alem, he often- 
times ſpoke with bim, and ſeemed to make much of 


ſtions of the Jewiſh Law , and knowing that Felix 20 Dim, hoping to gain ſomething from him, but when 


Governour of ?«dea was then at Ceſarea, he reſol- 
ved to ſend Pani to him with a {trong and a ſafe 
guard; becauſe there were fourty Fews ſo obftinate, 
that they had made a vow neither to eat nor drink 
until they had maſſacred $. Pas/. 
Meis come Felix, who was a man of a delicate ambition and 
mitted in- jealous of his Authority, was well ſatisfied with what 
te ie the Tribune had done, and did reſolve toexamine 
Felix the the Proceſs himſelf. The Saint was preſented before 


he perceived that there was nothing to be had, and 

that the time of bis Commiſſion was expired , be 

lefr $, Pan! to the diſcretion of Feftss his Succeſ- 

ſour, defiring in that to gratifie the Jews, and to di- 

vert the accuſation which they intended at Rowe a- 

Sainſt big. | 

Feſtas being arrived at Fernſalem was environed xt re- 

by the chief of the Jews, who with importunity did »ues the 


demand that Pau! might be ſent r0R-we to be judg. 7'9c*s wt 


Preſident. gne of the moſt corrupt Judges under Heaven, he 39 <dthere,baving a deſign to kill um by the way. Bur peaterhto 


was brother to Pallas (a Servant infranchized) who 
in the reign of Cl/andins was the God of the times : 
and Felix (as Cornelins T acitns doth affirm) being 
covered with the great power and fayour of his 
brother,did uſurp the authority of a King, which he 
manag*d with a ſervile ſpirit, making Cruelty and 
Laſciviouſneſs to reign with equal power in hisGo. 
vernment, He was the hasband, or rather the adul- 
terer of three Queens, and ſhe who then poſſeſſed 


thePreſident 41d deny them,and did command them %* 
co come to Ceſarea,where he would continue in the 
expectation of them. Thicher they did tranſporc 
themſelyes violently to follow their Accuſations, 
which were all effe&tually anſwered,and confuted by 
S. Panl, who did demonſtrate that he had offended 
neither their Law, nor the Temple, nor Ceſar. Fe- 
Fas to content the importunicty of the Zew-,did de- 
mand of him if he would go to Fernſalem to decide 


'him was called Draſilla, who was the Daughter of 40 the controverlſie there, but he refuſed the Juriſdi- 


that Agrippa, who was inchains by Tiberius , of 
whom 1 have made mention in the Tome of the 
XMaximi, and deſcended frgm the bloud of Afari- 
«mne. She was married to one named Azizas Kin 
ofthe Emmeſſeans ; but becauſe that Royalty was 
of no great extent,ſhe preferred thePreſident aboye 
the King , ſo that Felix courting her for her rare 
beauty, ſhe did pngy forſake her husband, to 
eſpouſe the brother to the great Favourite Pals, 
who lived then under a molt high confideration.She 
converſed with him according to the Law of the 
7ews and was almoſt as nice in the curioſity of Reli- 
gions, as ofher beauties, which was the reaſon thac 
(che more to gratifie her) Felix did cauſe S. Pax to 
be brought before him. 

's Pautbe- He was brought in chains before the Preſident, and 

fore. the the Prince of the Prieſts failed not to make his ap. 

Tridural pearance at Ceſarea, with the Antients of the Jewiſh 
Nation, whobrought with them anAdyocate,named 


T*+rt1»:ns, to plead againſt S. Pan, which he per- , 


formed coldly enough. But the great Champion of 
Jeſus Chriſt did detend himſelf with fo great a viva- 
city of ſpirir,that the Judge did clearly diſcover that 
he was not guilty of any faulr, which was the occa- 
fon thathe uſed him with the more humanity , and 
told him, that ar leiſure he wonld decide that buſi- 
neſs bimſclf : in the mean time he permitted him to 
live at more hberty, not hindering any to come un- 
to him and adminiſter things neceſſary* for his life, 


yer for all rhis, tie was ſtill under a guard of Soul. 70 


diers. : | 
Not lorg after that, Felix called for him, and his 


ction of thoſe perverſe people, and ſaid , That he 
ſtood at the Tribunal of Ceſar, and would have no 
other Judge,and that he appealed to the Emperour.' 
The Judge had ſome debate thereupon, and it was 
reſolyed that he ſhould be ſent to Rome. 

In the mean time, the young King Agrippa the The young + 
ſon of that Agrippa before ſpecitied, came to Ceſa- Agrippe 
rea With bis ſiſter Berzice, to complement the new 5,95, vic 
Governour, who received them with great courte. his fitter 
fie, and amongſt other things he made a relation to Zr%.o 
them of his priſoner, which poſſeſſed themboih with judgment 
a great curioſity to ſee him, Feſtus did invite them *f 7«#'+ 
to the Audience, at which on the next m__ they 
appeared with great pomp. This was a greafTheater 
which God had prepared for the publiſhing of the 


the Goſpel, where were preſent, a King, a 


Queen, the Governour of the Romans, the prin- 
cipal of Nation of the Jews, and an infinite num- 
ber of people who did attend the ſucceſs of that 
action, 
S. Paul bhavirg received commandment to ſpeak , 
made a long diſcourſe couched in the As of the 
Apoſtles, where he rendred a reaſon of his Faith , 
and ſpake moſt worthily of the ReſurreRion of 
the dead, of his Converfion to Chriſtianity, of 
the Apparition of Jeſus, of the Publication of 
the Goſpel , and of the prophecies that did forego 
it. He declared bimſelf with {9 much ardency , | 
that Feſtus the Prefident , who was a Heathen, OE hers 
and found his Pagay Conſcience wounded by his the words 
truths, was conſtrained to interrupt bim, and to tell * 5-7 
him, That much learning had made him mad, but 
S. Pant 


LY 
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Saint Pas! replyed co him,7T hat he ſpoke the word: of 
Truth and Sob-iety , and curning irom him co King 
Agrippa, he took him co witnef]e it, as being one 
who was notignorant of the Prophets. 

This young King was ſo ravithed at it, that he 
profeſſed publickly to the Apoitle, rhat he had felt 
him in his heart, and that he bad almolt perſwaded 
him to be a Chriftian, whereupon S. Pa»! made a 
g:eat acclamation of joy, wiſhing him that happineſs 
co be like him in all things, his Bonds excepted, riot 
judging that this Prince was vet an object capable 
of the Croſs. He was of a ſweet condition, bur he 
had then great obſtacles which hindrei him from 
embracing the ſaving Truch. . Bernice, who aflilted 
at that Audience, was a moſt lovely Princeſs, the liſter 
of this Agrippa and Dr«þla, but not fo bappy in 
the reputacion of her Honour as of her Beauty, She 
was married firſt unto her Uncle ; andit is firmed 
that ſhe was taken with the love of this her brother 
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forſaken of all the wo-1d, but ſingularly aſſiſted by 
God, and thar the carrying on clus affair did much 
improve it feif ro che advanceinent of the Goſpel, 
his chains being known in 7e/#s Chrift to all the 
Pretorium's \n Rome, and to all the world : as alſo, 
that at laſt he was delivered from the mouth of the 
Lion, by whom he unde ſtood the Emperour Vero. 
From this, andirom that which the holy Fathers 
and Interpreters have delivered, . we may colle&t — 
10 tat Saint Pay came to Rome in he third year of Sencca, 
the Emperour Nero, when as yet he was not de- 
praved, and when Sexrca was in the beigih of lis 
reputation and the management of ihe publick 
Afﬀairs. We ought not to doubt that what is re- 
ported by the Pope S. Linus, concerning the know- 
ledge wluch Seneca had with S, Pazl,is true , ſeeing 
that great Mirulter of State who had hiseye over all, 
and who was extremely curious to underſtand the 
diverſity of Sets and Religions, and to be informed 


$' Tau! un, 


Agrippa , and chat moſt paſſionately -ſhe did affect 20 of extraordinary Cauſes to make report thereofun- 


him, nevertheleſſe-to divert the fame ard ſuſpicion 
of the world, finding berſclf courted by Polemon 
King of Ci/icia, ſhe conſented to eſpouſe him, on 
that condition that he ſhould be circumciſed; to 
which che Prince was preſently reſolved, being 0- 
vercome by the temptation of ber Beauties and ihe 
exceſs of Love to which ſhe had inflamed him. $he 
remained a certain time with him, bur her high and 
wancon ſpirit did diftaſie him, and ſhe returned into 
her own countrey to the Embraces of her brother, 
who lived with her,and entertained her in- his Palace 
without regarding of the ſcandal. 

[ leave you to judge, my Readers, how the mat- 
ter was diſpoſed to reccive the hre which proceeded 
from the mouth of S. Paal. All that be could do was 
tro imprint in the ſoul of the Prince and P.inceſſe a 
good opinion of the Chriſtian Religion, and a good 
r:{p:& for his own perſon ; for at the rifirg ot this 
Seilion they told the Preſident, that there was n0- 


tothe Emperour, could no wayes be ignorant of ſo 
famous a thing which was made known 14n Rome both 
tO the great and ſmall, Beſides, it is very probable 
that Seneca alliited at the Trial, and heard the Rea. ' 
ſons of S. Paul. We may allo eaſily conjeRure the 
Diſcourſe which he made before the Prielts and the 
Senatours of Rome by the Apologies and Defences 
which he uſed betore Felix, Frſtus, King Agrippa, 
Bernice, and all the Aſſembly of the Fews, and by 

30 what he ſpake to the Senate of the City of Atheys. 
He then declared himſelf to chem much after this 
manner, 

[ think my ſelf this day happy that God bath grant- - Inir hg . 
ed we the favenr to juſtific my ſelf in yeur preſence on the Senate 
all thiſe Articles wth which they ef my Nation have % Reme. 
acenſed me bring throng hly poſſeſſed of the great [affi- 
ezenly and integrity of this Senate to decide all differ 
ences inthe Empire. For this, I do bevin to breathe 
again after ny long and heavy wage, and after a 


thirs in that man that deſerved either impriſonment 40 thouſand troubles, brholding my ſelf now at the Tri- 


or death , but becauſe he had appealed to Ceſar, it 

was neceſſary that he ſhould be lent co Rowe. 
$.Pauler- After this, S. Panl was embarked under the con- 
==. tor duct of the Centurion 7alins, who did uſe him with 
' great humani'y, and inthe end, after a laborious 
voyage and ſhipwrack, they arrived at Rime. He 
made his coming known to the chietelt of his Nati- 
on, who then reſided in the capital City of the 
world,ard didinform them of his good Intentions, 


bunal of C;xfar which I have +wmplored; and I beſerch 
J-# to attend me withthat Patience and Equity which 
yoa never refuſe to thoſe who are cppreſſed. 

AMy accuſers know very well what hath been my life 
from my youth, and hyw by the pleaſure of God being 
bora at larſus a City in Cilicia, which is honoured by 
the priviledge of Burgeſſes to this Capital City of the 
world, I have followed the Religion of my Fathers, 
concerſizg with a good and an upright conſcicuce befere 


proteſting to them tha: he was not come to accuſe 5 o God and before men, without offending any. 


his Nation, bur having done no:hing »gainlt cheir 
Law or their R eligion, they had delivered him over 
to the Infide's, who having found his cauſe good, 
were ready to clear him, had not ihe clamovurs aad 
the oppolitions of ſome of the Few: obliged him to 
that voyage ; and as concerning the reſt, he was in 
chains { he faid ) for the hope of the ſalvation. of /- 
racl. They made anſwer to him, that ihey had un- 
deritood no. hing of him in partieular, but knew ve- 


He arriveth 
there, and 
rreatetn 
with the 

4} ew5. 


1 dv aviw,that according to the moſt perfet Seft 4- 
mongſt us, 1 have alwayes contrived a([nred hopes of 
our Immortality, and of the univerſal Reſurretlion of 
meu, which is eftabliſh:d by th: invielable promiſe of 
the living God to whom nothing ts 1mpeſſible , and that 
1 have becn moſt curious to obſerve all the Ceremunies 

' of our Law. T he zcal Which did inflame me for it, did 
make me conceire that I had reaſon to perſecute the 
Chriſtians; aud having received a Commiſſion from 


ry well :hat the Se of the Chriſtians which he had $0 he chiefeſt of the Prieſts, I made an exatt ſearch to 


embraced was contrary to all the world, and that 
they ſhould be glad co underſtand by what Argu. 
men's he could preterd 0 juſtifie them 
To which S. Paul corſented,and there were great 
Diſputations amongſt ther concerning the myſte. 
ries of our Faith, $. L*ke doth coiiclude his Hiſtory 
on theſe conferences, and ſpeaketh nothing of the 
Trial of'S. P.4»/ before the Magiſtrates of Reme ; but 
- we may learn ic from the Epiltle whictt the Apoſtle 


which he addreſſed co the Ph lipps 1ns, where he de. 
clarech, that on che firſt aRion of that Trizl he was 


ſurpriz*, impriſen, and torment thoſe who made pro- 
fe fron of it. 

The fury did ſo far tranſport me, that not content 
to proſecute 4 violent warr againſt them in Judea, 7 
paſſed into ſtrange Cities into which they Were fled to 
relieve themſelves from puniſhment ; it came to paſſe, 
that going to Damalcus (a city famors enongh) 45 I did 
breathe forth nothing but fire and threatu'ings 1 ſaw wy - 
ſelf ſnddenly environed with a light [6 glorious, that it 


d:d write to his Diſciple Timothy, and from that 70d'd ſurpaſs the brighteſt rayes of the Sun, and frons 


that Splendour there did proceed the woice of a man, 
why called me by my name, and atmandett of m8 
L646 where* 
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wherefore I did perſecute him, I ffeak, ( Sirt) be- 
fore God and before you with all ſincerity, that 1 felt 
my ſelf ſtrongly ſarpriſed, and I demanded of him 
that [pake unto me , Who he was ? to which he made 
anſwer , T hat he was called Jeſus, and that "it was 
difficult for me to ſtrike my heels againſt the harps of 
the fÞur. And immediately,as 1 lay in amazement 
proſtrate on the ground with thoſe that were With me, 
he commanded me to riſe, and ſaid unto me, That he 
would make choice of we for his people, and for the 
Nations of the earth, to give a teſtimony of him, 
and to draw them from the power of Wicked Spirits 
to come unto the Light that they may obtain remiſſion 


_ of fins and the inheritance of Saints by the means of 


Faith, Which ſub {ſteth in Jeſus Chrift, 

Sirs, For this [ was wot rebelionsto the heavenly 
Vifien,but incontinently I ſet my ſelf to preach the word 
of God,& to exhort all the world to cenvert themſelves 
weto bim by the works of Penitence. Behold all my fant 
having dewe mt any thing againſt the LaW, the Tem- 
ple, or ag ainft Czlar;having always connſefied all the 
Subjefts that ever heard me inth: Empire,to renaer 
unto bim perfelt obedience. Nevertheleſs,certain of the 
Jews cauſed me to be apprebenaed in th: Temple, and 
excited the people againſt me who had torn me in pieces, 
if I had not been ſuccoured by the Armies,and the Le- 
Sions of the Empire. God hath preſerved my life until 
this preſent , to diſcharge the winiſtery and the Com» 
miſſion that he hath given me , which 1s, to deliver to 
the Nations the neWs of eternal Salvation. 

Sirs, I do obſerve you to be great obſervers ef the 
Religion of the Gentiles; you have [dols, and Temples 
moſt maonificent but we onght net to imagine thatGod 
who is a moſt pure Spirit, the Creatonr of heaven and 
earth,ts ixcloſed inT emples bailt by the hanas of men, 
or that he ſtaras en weed of th:ir works for the ac com> 
pliſhment of his Glory. It is he that giveth life, breath, 
wealth hunour profur, all that we can hope for iu this 
world. 1t ts he who fron ene man hath derived the vaſt 
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to the Cemiſſion which you have received from Czar; 
which #,to deliver the innocent from the perſecntion of 
the inſolent that ſo being true imitatours of his Fuſtice 
and mercy, you may be one day partakers of his Glory. 

This diſcourſe was wel received by divers of them, | 
and a day was appointed for another Appearance , Myung 
where he ſo much explained and enlarged himſelf, tion. * 
that he was ſent back and pronounced guiltleſs, and 
permitted to preach the Goſpel in Rome with all li- 

IOberty, which gave much encouragement to all the 
faithtul,& even thoſe who had before forſaken him, 
did now re-aſſemble themſelves, preaching in the 
Name of 7eſus,and exho:rting all the: world to Re- 

-pentance.Cornelins reports the opinion of ſome men 
who affirm that $. Paxl was expreſly delivered by Phil..:1; 
the advice and the authority of Sexeca, who at that 
time began miraculouſly to delight in bis conyerſa- 
tion, And although they could not ſee one another 
as often as they would by reaſon of the conſiderati. 

20 ons of Stare, yet they mutually did write to one ano. 
ther,w®bath given occaſion to ſome weak menwho 
haye not their ſpirits to counterfeit their letters ill 
imitated, & w® all krowing menare aſſured to be 
not of the ſtrain either of $. Pax/ or Seneca, Howlo- 
ever the fiction of the ſtyle doth no way hinder the 
truth of the antient deed,ſeeing that S. Fiierom doth 
Cite the true letters which were in his time,and doth 
alledge the Texts w® are not now to be found inthe 
Libraries of the Fathers. $. Pax/ continued at Rowe 

30two years after his firſt voyage, where he gained 
many Chriſtians to the faith, and ſome of the Cours 
of Vero,as is declared in his Epiſtles. Seneca was a- 
mazed at-the Authority which be bad, and deſired 
that he might enjoy amongſt his the like opinion of 
Belief as S. Paxl hid amongſt the Chriſtiaxs ; but 
there was a difference in their ſpirits,and there pro- 
ceedings were from divers Methods. Seneca was a 
man,and S. Paul a demy-God. The one ſtudied with 
Attalss and S«cicn,the other had the Word for his The paral- 


multitude of the pro; le,who by a Cont in:'al ſucceſſion do 40 Doctour,and the Angels for his Diſciples. The one '* berwixt 


inhabite the roundne(s of the earth. It is he Who giveth 
meaſures unto Times, and bounds unto Empires,and 
who iahabitcth a Light nnapproachable.It u he who in- 
SÞires ws all with a generons curioſity to ſeek him, and 
to do our endeavonrs to find him,and to touch him with 
fingers if his condition render him palpable. But he ts 
z't far from every one of ws, FOr in him we live, we 
move, and have our being : and to ſpeak according 
to your own Poet, Weare of the generation of God. 
It 1s nit then permitted to vilifie the Divine nature 
beneath us andto make it like unto things inſeuſible, 
a5,to gold, flver precious ftenes,and ther materials , 
elaborate by art, and by the invention of men. And cer- 
tainly God from on high hath with compaſſion beheld 
this ignorarce of men, and hath given them,his Son the 
ſnbſtential Image of his Beanties, ' and the Charalter 
of his Glory;true God,and true man,who us dead for our 
fensgto waſh wu and regenerate us in his Blond , whoſe 
Words are T rnth,& whoſe Life a miracle, even to the 
tri:mphing ever Death by his Reſurreftion. It ts by him 
that the etcrual Father Will judge at the laſt both the 
quick and the drad;and we all ſhall be repreſented be- 


fore the Throne of his Majeſty to receive the ſalary of life of the one was expoſed ro Honours and : 


th: Goed or Evil which in our bodies We have done. 
Thu fovercign Monarch of Angels and of Men ſuf- 
fers not himſelf to be taken by the fleſh or the blood of 
b:llocks, or by the perfumes of incenſe but by the exer- 
ciſc of Fuſtice,and by the purity of onr bodies in all ſax- 
fHification. T herefore(Sirs) as be hath advanced you in 
Pigvity above cther men, ſo he hath more particularly 
obliged you t6 acknowledge and ſerve him, and to adore 
him in Spirit& Truth, & to render 7oſtice according 


S$.T asl and 
ſought after nature, the other found ont the God of genecs, 


Nature.'l he one laboured after Eloquence, the 0. 
ther {tudicd filence, which is the father of Concepti. 
ons. The one pleaded the Cauſes of parties, the 0. 
ther pleaded the Caufe of God. The one governed 
the Republick of men, the other laid open before 
us theHicrarchy of Angels. The one was in the porch 
of Zencn,the other in the ſchool of Feſws. The one 
laid the world low at his feet with his golden words 
50 and when he pleaſed did carry it on his head, the 0- 
ther ſubdued it with mortification, and the arms of 
the Croſs, The one was ful of good Defires, the 0- 
ther of great Effe&ts. The one ſought for himſelfin 
himſelf, the other found himſelfaltogether in God. 
The one was a Miniſter of State,the other of Heaven 
The one promiſed much and performed little, the 
other promiſed nothing of himſelf & gave all things. 
The one lived in the Court of Nero, the other in 
the Courts of Zeſws Chriſt. The one defied .Perfecu- 
60 tions in his Diſcourſe, the otber did bear them en. 
graven in his body. The one had a conſiderable eſtare 
the other had nothing, yert poſſeſſed all ory. The 
e De- 
lights of che world,the Life of the other was alto- 
gether compoſed of rhe Croſs. og of 
To conclude all in few words, Seneca had excel- the Sreicks 
lent Precepts of Virtue, buthe derived them from an _ 
evil Principle,which was to hold faſt ro himfelf, and themſctyes 
ro conceive that by bis own power he was ſufficient without 
7c of bimſelf without any need of affiſtance from above ledgingthe 
in as much thar we may imagine that we hear him Grace and 
ſpeak, That a Wiſeman may paſs by God and take þ* ny” 


Nance of 
no God. 


The Religions-men, 


no great notice of him, and live without him ascon- 
rentedly as himſelf, From this great liluſion pro- 
ceeded Arrogance, from Arrogance, Ignorance of 
the Truth , from Ignorance, Feebleneſfe , from 
Feebleneſſe, a Contuſion both in the life and in all 
the wiſdom of the Stoicks. 

From hence it came to paſſe, that having braved 
iton the paper, they found themſelves too ſhort for 
great ations, and had their pens far o__ then 
their hands. They made a flight bur wit 
wing to virtue, contenting themſelves to have 
brought ſome weak lenitives to their Malady, and 
not endeayouring to root it our. 

Wherefore And alchough that Seneca Gid live uprightly ac. 
S-necapre. cording to the Moral Virtues, yet being forcibly 
railed io tyed to the world by his Honours, Dignitics, Rich- 
urrie i" 65, the Cares of this life, and his endeavours to pre- 
mation of ſerye himſelf at Court, he could not diſpenſe any 
Manners ftrong influence on the body of the Eſtate, by rea. 
Courr, ſon of the defe both of Example and Practice, The 
Sun and the Moon may both make a Rainbow in 
the front ofheaven, bur that of the Moon will be 
feeble and obſcure in compariſon of that of the Sun, 
which will be all luminous and immailed with Eme- 
raulds and with Rubies. Seneca did make at Rome 
a Rain-bow of the Moon which bad in ic much im- 
perfe&ion, and clouds, and darknefſe. But Saint 
Paul made the Rain- bow of the Sun viſibly, pro» 
ducing the brightneſs and the beauties of the eternal 
Wiſdom. 

. As the Principles therefore of the Philoſophy of 
wy - Seneca were to reduce all to himſelf, and» to ſtudy 
C:oG, are his own particular content ; {o the Principlesof Saint 
Hnciptes Pad Were quite contrary tO attribure all to the 
of $. Pau Grace of 7eſus Chriſt, and in the imitation of him, 

to loye, deſire, and ſeck after the Croſſe, and the 
Perſecutions attending on it. In thoſe two Maxims, 
he doth eſtabliſh all the Greatneſle and the Glory 
of the City of God, which he doth prove, deduce, 
and preſſe with inſtant importance in all his Epi. 
ſtles. As for that which pertains tothe Grace of 
Redemption, never man before him ſpake more 
clearly or more divinely then he hath done in his 
Epiſtles to the Romans, to the Galathiaxs, and to 


« 


The Grace 


the Hebrews. He is the thundering and the light- 


nihg Cherubin on the Chariot of the God of Hoſts, 
who ceaſeth not to ſhoot forth his inevitable and 
his flaming Arrows againſt the head of the pompous 
Wiſdom of this World. 


S PAUL, 


His ſecond Principle is the love of the Croſſe, and 
he doth publickly and loudly proteſt both to the. 
"_ and to the ſmall,to the prond and to the hum. 

le, that there is no Knowledge but in the crucified 
?eſus, and that he is not come to preach him to 
them with painted Words according to the Wiſdom 
and the Eloquence of men ( fearing by that means 
to make yoid the myſtery of the Crofſe ) but with 
the virtue, ard the force of the God of the afflicted. 


807 


out one xo Heeſteems of Scepters, of Empires, of Nobility, of 


Beauty, of Strergth, of Valour, of Wiſdom, of In. 
duſtry, of Eloquence,of all things in this world from 
Heaven unto the Deeps, but as dung, in compariſon 
of the Croſſe of his beloved eſs, on which by love 
he had aſcended, and there did reſt as on a Throne, 
from whence he condemned whatſoever this world 
did honour, 
By theſe two Principles, he arrived into a moſt g. pasthis 
great Perfection which did fill him as well in the In. perfettion. 
20tellefuall part as the Aﬀective, As for that which 
concerns the former, he was enlightned with a moſt . 
high and a moſt excellent Wiſdom, with the know- 
lens ot all. Nature, with all the Myſteries of our 
Faith, with whatſoever is in Man, with whatſoever 
the World locks from him in her Treaſuries, with 
Grace in all her Virtues, and with Time in all the 
Turns and the Revolut;zons of his Being, 

According to the heigth that the river Vilas ri- yi, pwvh 

ſeth, the other rivers do decreaſe , and accordingly knowledg, 
© 3s Saint Pal did increaſc in the Wiſdom of God, all 

humane Science fell down before him even into the 

Abyſme. It is he who with all humility can ſpeak 

that which Zacifer did uſurp by pride, 7 ft in the Exch. 2. 

Chair of God, 7 have been in the heart of the Deep. 

He was in the Chair of God when he ſpake as if he 

had been encloſed in the Word, as the Vicar of his 

Powers ; the Diſpenſer of his Myfteries ; the Oracle 

of his Thoughts ; and the Interpreter of his Will. 

He was in the heart of the Deeps when he was aby(- 
o med in the profound knowledge of the Beauties and 

the Perfetions of the Incarnate Word, of whom he 

never did loſe the ſight. 

What an Abyſme of Patience was he? What a pion. 4 
Trumpet of the Goſpel faith $. Dewys > What a 2. Ne- 
roaring of the Lion faith S. Hierome ? What a Flow 7 q;erom. 
of Learning, what a Torrent of Eloquence ? who Epif. 5. «d 
makes us to underſtand the Myſteries , unknown in 7923 
all Ages; and chat as much by his Admiration as his 
Words, He wrote bis Epiſtles with his Ear in Hea- 


He makes it apparent how all the antient Philoſo-' 50 ven, and with a Style in the Schole of Paradiſe. The 


phers who were thought to be the Gods of Sciences 
and Letters, do vaniſh away in their proud imagi- 
nations, and bow they are faln into a Reprobate 
ſenſe : blind and ignorant, who have transformed 
the Divinity into hideous forms of Serpents and 
Monſters: feeble and caytiffe, who having filled 
their books with Precepts, have abandoned them. 
felves to baſe and ſhamefull actions, and have over. 
thrown all the order of Nature, From hence alfo 


feebleneſs of humane Words could not ſuſtain the 

force of his Spirit, 
In the A ﬀettive part, he was filled with a Sera- mis Lore, 

phick Love, with a fire drawn from the moſt pure 

flames of Heaven, whictr was ſhut up within his 

heart and within his bones, and did uncefſantly burn 

him without conſuming him. On his mortified fleſh 

he did bear the CharaRers of a ſuffering God, 

which were his deareſt Delights. He was no more 


he makes another Bartel againſt the J-wr, who tyed 6g himſelf, he was all and altogether transfigured into 


their happineſſe and ſalvation to a dying Law, to 
feeble Elements, to Shadows flying before the firſt 
Rayes of the Law of the Goſpel. He prized no. 
thing but the Incarnate Word, he breathed forth no- 
thing but his Ze/#:, who is the defire of the erernal 
Mountains, the Splendour of the Glory of the cele.. 
ſtial Father, the CharaRter of his Subſtance, who by 
._ the virtue of his Word doth ſupport the Univerſe, 
who is our Wiſdom, our Juſtice, our Santification, 


and our Redemprion, there _ no Name either 70 and boiling Caldrons. If Hell itſelf were 


in heaven or earth, or on or under the waters by 
which we may be fayed, but the Name of 7eſxs, 


that amiable Word by a Deifick tranſanimation. He 
lived on his Bloud, he breathed not bur by his Spi- 
rit; he ſpake not but by his Words , he thought not 
but by his Medications : yet nevertheleſs, in ſome 
manner he did leave God and the delicious Schole 
of Paradiſe, tro run unto his Neighbour to fave his 
Soul , and in this excrcife of Charity, he defied Tri 
bulation, Anguiſh, Hunger, Nakedneſs, Dangers, Per- 
ſecutions, and bloudy Swords, aud burning Fagors, 
porta- 


ble, he would adventure to have carried it on his 
back for the love of his Neighbour, 
E rxE312 
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He looked upon the world as it every mothers 
ſon were of his begetting , he carricd in his heart 
Enrepe, andAſia, and Afri kh and ailthe Provinces 
of the Earth, ro communicate che Light of the £01- 
pel either by himſelf ,or by his children whom alrea- 
dy he had begotten in 7eſus Chriſt. Nothing re- 
baced him, nothing hid: <d, nothing ſtopped lym. 
He gave no bounds to his Love ſince God hed given 
no limits to his Spirit. With chele fair and extra- 
ordinary qualities, God gave him Succeſs in the 
preaching of the Goſpel, which d.d draw upon him 
the admiracion of all the Apo'iles, 

He marched in triumph chrough all?rovinces;and 
God was on his heart, tle was like unto that Ark of 
the Teſtament which is ſpoken ot 1n the /! evela:jons, 
which at the ſame time that it was perceived did 
cauſe a Lightning to be ſcen, a Voice to be he 1d, 
the Hail to rattle, and che Earihquakes to roar, fo, 
whereſoever S. Par/ did paſs, there were the Light 


APOC, 21» 


THE HOLY COURT, 


diſpatched to Seneca, to underſtand what anfwer he 
could m-ke to the Depoſition of Natalis, On the 
evening he arrived at Sccca's houle, which he ſud- 
endly environed with a troop of foulciers,He was no 
ſooncr centred, but he found him at ſupper wich his 
wite and two friends, he preſently acquainted him 
what he had in Commiſſion from the Emperour , 
on which, Seneca conteiled that Natalis indeed was 
ſent unto him by Piſo, to increat him to receive a 


10 viſit from him, but he excuſed himſelf by reaſon of 


indiſpohtion and retirednefs, withour ſpeaking one 
word moreunto him, adding, that he had never ſo 
Iygh an eſteem of P3ſo, as to judge that the ſafety of 
his ite did depend upon him, that ſuch flattery was 
not ſuitable to his diſpoſition, and that Nero knew 
it very well; who by experience had always tound 
in Seneca more of Liberty then of Seryitnde. 

The Tribune made a faithful report of $-#eca's 
anſwer in the preſence of Poppea that impudent wo- 


of Learning, the Oracles of Wiſdom, the impetuous 20 man, and Tigilinns that execrable villain, who in 


Tempeit of words of fire. which mace the philoſo. 
phers and Kings to tremble, and even removed Na- 
ture it ſelf, Behold here the difference which was 
between S. Pan! and Sexeca, which being well con- 
ſidered we ſhall forb:ar to admire, wherefore one 
was ſo fruitleſs in the Court of N-ro, and the other 


had ſo great ſucceſs in Rowe, and amongſt ſo many 
Nations, 


thoſe cruel deſigns werethe onely two that were 
cow of his Majeities ſacred Counſel, This barba- 
rous Prince who had promiſed his Tutour that he 
would rather die then permit that any offence 
ſhould be done unto him, did bare that reſpe& un- 
to him as not to- queſtion him on that Conſpiracy 
amongſt ſo many other Senatours , peradventure 
he had not a brow of braſs enough co out- face the 


Saint Pad Aﬀer that Pal was for a ſeaſon retired from reproaches of ſo eloquent a mouth. Hedemanded 
ng ver Rome, leaving unto Srxzca a [trong tinfture of the 30 01 the Tribune it he did noc prepare himſelf to a vo- 
grows Chriſtian Faith, Nero did every day grow worſe luntary death, who made anſwer, That he obſerved 


worſe and 1nd worſe, inſomuch, thac having killed his bro:her, 
woile, ; ; | . : : 

his wife, his morher, this ſcourge of mankind in the 
wicked jolliry of his hearr hd a ylot in lus he-d to 


a_ the City of Roms on fre, which wos 2)moſt who!- 


yon, 10 


not the leſt ſign of ir, either in his countenance or 
ci{courſe;, whereupon he was commanded to return 
to Sexeca, and to {ignifie unto him that he mult die. 


Part & 


The [ribune, whether in reverence to the man, or 
for fear to precipitate the death of ſuch a Miniſter 
of the Stare by roo haſty an execution, demanded 
burningof Try the Great, which did ſo exaſpzrate counſel of Fanxias his Captain what in this caſe he 
the ſpirics of tus SubjeRs, that on the year follow. ought ©o do, who did adviſe him to execute the com- 
ing, the chief of the Empire did e1t-- 1nco a conſpi- 4 mard of the Emperour , and this was don by a floch 


Cbren. 66. ]y conſumed with it, whiles he trom a h:&h -ower did 
behold it, and laughing at the c-lamiry, did fins the 


racy again: him, in which were compriſed, Sena- 
The Con- TOUS, Capcans, Coon IS. 1MIzens, Ladies, and all 
ſpiaey a the choiceſt perton»ges 1n Re : but misfortune ſo 
, an Br wonld have ir, that the ſecret being diſperſed a- 

mongft ſo many people, ir d:4 not anſwer the event 

to'whichirwas deſigned, bur being dilcovered, it oc- 
caſioned a bloody butchery in Reme, Nerolike an« 
enraged Tygre deliring nothing more then to bathe 
himſelf in blood. 

Sara's! name was entred 1t the laſt in the liſt of 
the Conſpiratours, whether his Scholar bad concei- 
ved a jealouſie againlt him, miſtruſting his high Vir- 
tue,arid tearing leit he ſhould tear the Diadem from 
tis head, orwhether the infolence of his deport 

*ments had put himinco that condition as not to in- 
dure the very ſhadow of a Tutor. It was now a 
long time ſince this great perſonage overcom with 
grief at fo many tragical accidents, did lead a retired 
life in his Country -houſe not far from Rewe. There 


The con-. 
ſtavr and 
the fa- 
mous 
death of 
Ceucca, 


tatal to all of che Conſpiracy, ſome Ladies onely ex- 
cepted, who ſhewved themſelves more courageous 
then the Senatours and the Cavaliers, 


Howſoever, he having not the heart to carry 
theſe heavy ridings did deliver his Commiſſion to a 
Cencurion,who informed him with the laſt of all ne- 
cefliries, Sexeca, without troubling himſelfdefired 
{o much l;berty as ro make his Will, which was re- 
fuſed him : .On which, he turned co his friends and 


o faid, 7 har ſince it was not permitted to him to ac- 


knowledg cheir merit , that he would leave unto 
them the very beſt of all he had, which was the 1I- 
moge of hisLife , in which, if they would pleaſe to 
call ro'mind how he had paſſed it in ſo many com- 
mendable Exerciſes, they ſhould enjoy for their re- 
compence the reputation of a faichful and a conſtant 
friend{hip. And this he ſpake not out of arrogance, 
but as it were by the authority of a Farther when he 
bids his laſt F arewell unto his Children, recommen- 


was not-againſt him any manifeſt conviction to rank 6, ding to them ro imitare him in what he had done 


him amongſt the Conſpiratours,as Tacitus hath ob- 

ſerved.” Iris onely ſaid rhat oneof chat namber 
named 'Natalis did:depoſe before Ners that he was 
ſent to Seneca by Piſs, ! whowas the chief of the 
Confſpiratours, to complain that he would not ſuffer 
him to give him a viſit, -and ro meditate an enter- 
vietheo which Sexeca' made anfwer,that ſuch a meet- 
ing info dangerous and fo fatal a time, could be 
profitable neither to the one nor to the other ; and 
as for the-reſt , that his life ſubſiſted not but in the 
-faſery of che life of Piſa, 


On this the Tribune ofthe Emperour'sGuerd was 


well; andſofaid S. Paz/to his Diſciples, Be you 
imitatours of me as Tam of Jeſus Chriſt, 

Th:s made their hearts to melr, and they began 
all ro weep , but he did endeavour to wipe away 
their” rears, minSling ſweerneſs with reproaches. 
What do you mean, he ſaid? where are the Pre- 


cepts of Philoſophy ? where is that Reaſon ſo'long 


prepared againſt all the chances of humane Life ? 
who is he that can be ignorant of the cruelty of Ne- 
ro? and who did rot fee that after the death of his 
mother ard his brother, there nothing remained but 


to add unto it the rurther of his Maſter and Go- 
YEr NOUT, 


After 


Party. The Relipious-men, 


Afﬀeer this Diſcourſe which ſerved for th:m all, he 
embraced his wife, gave her his laſt farew<ll ; and 
having fortified her again{t che rerrours of the pre- 
ſent dangers, he did intreat and conjure her to mo- 
derate her griet, and to ſweeten the ſorrows of her 
dear busband by the conlideration of his life which 
was without reproach, He loved moſt tenderly that 
vircaous Lady, and d:d not cheriſh his own lite bur 
for her ſake, ſaying ſometimes, That he would 


S. PAUL: 


was ſtifled with the vapour that did ariſe from it, 
Many grave Perſonages have conceived that he 


. dyed a Chriſtian , and though it is no eafie matter 


to perſwade thoſe to this opinion who are poſſeſſed 
with another, and who ſpeak but with little confide- 
ration on this ſnbje&, yet there are not wanting 
grounds to prove the truth thereof. 

Flavins Dexter a moſt arcient Hiſtorian, who 
hach compoſed a ſmall.Chronicle from the Nativity 


ſpare himſelf a lictle the more, becauſe in an old man 10 of our Saviour unto the fourth Age, affirmeth in 


there lived a young woman, who deſerved that he 
ſhould take care for her, and being not able to ob- 


tain from his dear F anlina thar ſhe ſhould love him 


more fervently, her love being in the higheſt de- 
oree of perte&ion, ſh: ſhould obrain from him that 
he ſhould uſe himſelf for her ſake with the more 
indulgerce. 

This fair Lady obſerving all that had paſſed, faid, 
Thar there was no loyper life for her after the death 
of him whom ſhe loved above all things in the 
world ; and that ſhe would keep him-Company in 
the othe: world, On that word he ſtood a little in 
a pauſe, and would not contradict her, as well for 
the glory of the ation, as for the love which he did 
bear her, and for the fear he had to leave fo dear a 
perſon to the affronts of an enemy , he therefore 
faid unto her, My dear Love, I have ſhewed you 
the ſweetneſle and the allurements of life, bur 1 ſee 
you preferr unto it the honour of a generous death, 
I will not envy the example of your Virtue, and 
although the conſtancy in our death ſhall be equall 
in us bo:h : yer yours ſhall be alwayes more glori- 
ous then mine, for you contribute unto 17 a cou- 
rage which is above your ſex. Having ſaid this, 
they cauſ-d their veins to be opened by one hand in 
the pretence one of th2 other, and becauſe the bo- 
dy of her husband was attenuated by great abſti- 
nence, and the bloud did if[1e but lowly from tim, 
he gave order that there ſhould be a new inciſion 


expreſle terms, that in the {ixty fourth year, Seneca 
en:ertained good thoughts of Chriſtianity, and that 
he dyed a Chriftian, although not declared one. 

S. Hicrome in the Book of t cclefiaſtical Authours 
doth put him in the nutiiber of Saints, that is to ſay, 
of thoſe who acknowledge and confe yn (rift, 

Tertullian, a moſt grave Authour ſaith, that he 
was one although not openly. S. Ang»ſtine in the 
Ciry of God, alledgeth many excellent paſſages of a 


20 Book which Sexeca undoubtedly did wrire againſt 


the Superſticion of the Pagans, in which, he over- 
throws a!! the heatheniſh religion of Rem, although 
he goth not vigorouſly perſwade them to charge ir, 
for fear of troubling the Eſtate. This Book was af- 
rerwards condemned ard brzrned by the Enemies of 
our Religion. The holy Do@our doth obſerve, that 
he never fpake ill of the Chriftians,although he hath 
violently inveighed againſt the Fews,which reftifiecth 
thar he was encued with forve good thoughts in the 


30 favour ofit, His brother Galio being Proconſul in 


Achaiah, would never judge S. Paz! for any fact of 
Religion, although the 7ews did preſſe him to ic 


with much importuniry. 


Add to this, that our Seneca two years before his 


death did live a retired life, wvnder the colour of in- 
diſpoſition of body, and would no more frequent 
the Temples of the Rearthen , as alſo that he would 
not procure his own dearh before the Emperour ex. 
preſly had commanded it, . as being then of the opi- 


made in the veins of his legs and of his feer. The 4o nion of rhe Chriſtians, who did forbid ſelf-murder , 


poor old man did endeavour ro put himſzlfall into 
bloud, and endured crue} dolours but mere in the 
body of his dear wife then in his own, which was 
the reaſon chat he cauſed her ro be conveyed into 
another chamber ro mi'igate a lictle the ſorrows 
which one had tor the other in beholding themſelves 
to dye with ſo much violence. 

It is a wonderfull ching,that this great man had fo 
untroubled and fo ready a ſpirit in fo fatal 2n AR. 


He ca!led his Secre:ary to whom he did diRtare his , 


laft Thoughts, which were full ofa generous conftan- 
Cy. In the mean time, Vers hrving no particular ha- 
tred againſt Parlins, and conſidering thar the death 


of ſo innocent a Lady would but render himſelf and . 


his cruelry more abhorred, did command that her 
veins ſhould be ſtopped, and the bloud ſtanched, 
which ir appeared, that ſhe ſuffered ro her greater 
grief, boch by the ſhort time thar ſhe our-lived her 
husband, and by the inviolable faith which ſhe did 


bear unto his aſhes , and ſhe looked ever after as g 


ſhe were ſome prodigy, ſach abundance of bloud 
and fo much ſpirits ſhe had loſt, 

Seneca was yet remaining in the tedious pangs of 
death,when upon advice he demanded poy ſon of his 
Phyſicians, which had no operation at all, his Mem- 
bers being already co!d,and his body ſhurup againſt 
all the forces of the poyſon:He cauſed himſelf there» 
fore to be carried to a Bath, and taking ſome of the 
warm water, .he ſprinkled his ſervants with it that 


and alſo that at laſt, that he did forbid che vain pomp 
and the yain ceremonies at his Funerals. 

Theſe reaſons being weighed do draw unto this 
Concluſion, That it is more beſeeming our Religi. 
on to concetye well of the Salyation of Sexecz, then 
to condemn him, The ſtrongeſt Objeion which 
can be made apainſt this Opinion, is, That at his 
death Corpelivs Tacitus doth make him to invoke 
on fore the Liberarour. But no eſteem ought to be 
given to this Argument , for Tacitzs could not un. 
derſtand rhat which was alrogether out of his know- 
ledge, ſeeing that Sex:ca did never make open pro- 
feſhon of Chriſtianity, bur kept that thought rotal- 
ly concealed from Nero and all the Heathen. . And 
we onght not to be amazed that he was not compri- 
zed in that ſearch which was made for Chriſtians, 
it being ſufficiently manifeſt, that many illuſtrious 
Chrifttans have lived in the Courts of the Heathen 
Emperours, and diffembled their Religion, they be- 
ing not bound in conſcience to declare it at a!l times, 
to run willfully into Martyrdom, Moreover, this 
Hiſtorian aboye named, hath written diverſe things 
very guy, eſpecially when he maketh mention of 
the Religion of the 7e\vs and Chriſtians, which he 
deſcribes rather uceryng to his own idea then any 
way according to the rturch , inſormuch, that when 
Sereca at his death implored 7eſ#s the Deliverer, he 
did nor forbear to tranſlate. Fez into Fove, As 
raſhly as this, he leaves recorded to poſterity, thar 


ſtood abour him ſaying according to Corxelins Ta 40 the Fews are deſcended from the Hill 74a, the name 


cit::s)That he offered that water to 7ove the deliver- 
cr ; after which words he cntred into the ſtove, and 


of which he ſaich the Fews do bear , and that they 
worſhip the head of an Aﬀle , as alſo, that the Chrt- 
(tans 
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ſtians confeſſed that they were Incendiaries, and chat 
burned the Ciry ot Rome under Nero. 


But we tinde by S. Pas! bimſeltin his Epiſtle writ- | 


ten from Rowe unto the Philippians, that be had ma- 
ny Chriftiaxs in the houſe of Nere,and Linss theſuc 
ceſſour of S. Þ who was there preſent at that time, 
doth rank Seneca amongſt them with an high title of 
commendation, And though his Hiſtory hath been 
corrupted'by the Hereticks and the Ignorant, it is 


nevertheleſs received in thoſe Points , which are x0 they endeavoured themſelves to perſwade Chaſtity 


conformable to the other Fathers of the Church, ſo 
that T acits: in this ought not be conſidered. 

This Name then of redeemer or deliverer where- 
of Tacitus maketh mention, and this ſprinkling of 
the water w* the faithful were accuſtomed to pre- 
ſent to Ged in the manner of Libation , doth em- 
ply ſame ſecret of which he never heard, Andas 
for that Obje&ion, that there are ſome opinions in 
Seneca's books which are not conformable to the 


Chriſtian Religion , it is of no value, ſeeing thoſe ,, 


works were compuled before his Ciriffianit. 
And tothat which others do alledge,that he him. 
ſelf was the author of his own deathyit is moſt mani- 
feſtly falſe, ſceing he did not ſuffer a vein to be 6- 
pened before the expreſs commandment of the Em- 
perour,; who had pronounced againſt him the fen- 
tence of Death,as | have ſaid already, which was af- 
terwards executed according to the faſhion of thoſe 
times, in which, by the permiſſion of Magiſtrates, the 
houſhold-ſervants of the party condemned perfor- 
med that office which belonged to the publick exe- 
cutioner of Juſtice. Beſides this,in the beginning ef 
Chriſtianity, Seneca who had buc alight tinRure of 
it,conld not yet know that it was not allowable for 
him to aſſiſt his at his death, ſeeing that many Chrs- 
ftian Virgins have killed themlelves to divert the 
violations by their deſigned raviſhers, and yet have 
not been condemned for it. 
S. Paxl returning to Reme,according to the Calcu- 


30 


innocent — ye Stars, whoin the combats 
of that laborious might did behold ſo many viRtori- 
ous ſouls aſcend from the mid(t of the flames to take 
poſſeſſion of the Temple of eternal _ The in- 
hdels themſelves had compaſſion on them, knowi 
that it was an artifice of Nero's to ſacrifice thoſe 
poor Victims to his brutiſh cruelty, 

.' Not long after,S, Peter and S. Pas! did find them- 
ſelves to be involved in the ſame Perſecutio#,for as 


to ſome Chriſtian Ladies againſt the allurements & 
{urpriſals of the Emperour,he grew enraged at it,8 
commanded them to be locked up incloſe priſon, 
from whence ſome few days after, they were taken 
forth to go to their Execution, where S. Peter ws 
cruciked with his head downwards, and S. Pal was 
beheaded after they had converted many ſouls, and 
even the Executioners themſelyes. They kiſſed one 
another with tears of joy,and with an aſſured pace 
they marched to their place of torment as to a gar- 
den inamelled with the moſt delightful beauties of 
Nature, Atevery minute their ſacred mouths did 
call upon the name of their moſt beloved Maſter, 8 
the pleaſures they reſented ro communicate with 
him in his ſufferings, did not permit them to have 
the leaſt fear of that which of all fears isthe moſt 
horrible in Nature. The Chriftiass followed them 
melting into tears , calling them their Fathers and 
their Paſtours,and beſought them not to abandon 
their Flock. But they with countenances as clear as 
are the ſmiles of the faireft morning, d1d comfort 
them,and did prorriſe not to forget them in the 0. 
ther life. They did exhort them to ſhew themſelves 
courageous in Perſecutions,afſuring them that they 
were the places of pleaſure, where even the Thorns 
ſhould grow into Crownes. They both looked back 
upon Reme,and beheld it as the field of their deareft 
Conqueſt. And God did diſcover to them the effeR 
of their Bloud; how that Infidelity was ſubdued , the 


lationof Baronins, did find that Seveca was dead , , , Church was eltabliſhed in the capital City of the U- 


and chat he was deprived of a great help in the pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel, Howſoever he deſiſted not 
with all his endeavour to adyance with $. Peter the 
Chrifias Religion, which by and by they ſhall both 
bedew with their bloud. 

For Nero, to fill up the herrour of his crimes,did 
begin the firſt Perſecuti on againſt the Chriftians. 
Anditis our glory, ſaith Tertalian, that he was in 
the head of our Perſecutours. The wicked Prince per- 


ceiving that he could not wipe away the evil repu- $- 


tation with which he was detamed for the burning 
of Rome,did cauſe the Chriſtians to be accuſed ;and 
did torment them with outrageous and- inbumane 
puriiſhments.Some were nailed to Croſſes, diftilling 
their bloud drop by drop in extremity of pain, O. 
ther by cruel inventions were covered with the skins 
of ſavage beaſts and expoſed to bandogs, who would 
fly upon them with a moſt violent rage and tear the 
in pieces. Others being faſtned to blocks,were bur. 


ned by degrees by fire,with diabolical art and ſport, 60 


inſomuch, that in the evening, when the Sun made 
baſte to bed,to be no longer polluted with ſuch hor- 
rible ſpeQacles,the bodies of the Faithfu) being all 
on fire did ſerye as torches for the reprobate joyes 


ofthe Heathen, Nero would be then in his gardens 


to glut his barbarous eys with the torments of thoſe 


niverſe , the Croſs was planted on the root of the 
Capitol,where they dyed as amongſt palms,and the 
odours of their ſacrifice did aſcend to heaven, 

As long as there ſhall be Intelligences and Stars 
above, as long as there ſhall be ages and men below, 
theſe two Apoſtles ſhall be beheld as the two Eyes 
of the Chrift:ax world.The Fathers & the DoRours 
of Mankind; the Gates of heaven, and Triump bers 
over unbelieving Reme, which they bave now con- 
verted into Rome the Holy, Art their Palms all the 
Laurels of the Conquerours ſhall fade, and the in- 
{truments of their Pumſhments ſhall obſcure their 
Trophyes.The Tongues of men can pronounce no- 
thing more pleaſing then their Name. The Church 
hath nothing more precious then their Virtues ,nor 
more powertul then their Examples; nor more ho- 
nourable then the Veneration of them, The de. 
teſtable Nero the year after theſe Martyrs ſuffered , 
finding bimſelf cormented with furies inveſted with 
infernal ſhades,torn in bis conſcience by Vultures , 
and wounded with ſharp Razors, being abandoned 
both by God and men, underſtanding that Yindex 
from France, and Galba was marching againſt bim 
from Spaix,to revenge his Sacriledges, he did fly a- 
way and killed bimſelf , it being impoflible for him 
to dy by a more polluted,or a more execrable hand 
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the incomparable Queen, Afary Stuart, where 
.in the height of its luſtre, I will repreſent unto 
you Innocence perſecuted, as much by the jealouſies 
of love, as Stare, and that by a general combat of 
all paſfions, on which ſhe hath raiſed a Trophey, by 
the invincible conſtancy at her death, 
1 have taken delight to peruſe many Authours 
on this Subje&, and to draw our the trath from a 


FT: the laſt place, I will produce the Hiſtory of 
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he would have ſpared the perſon of a Queen. If his 
heart had been touched with any piety, he would 
bave pardoned the Dead. If he had in his ſoul any 
ſence of honour, being in the ſervice of the King of 
Exgland, he would never have printed ſuch inſolent 
things, to the diſadvantage of his "= jeſty, he would 
never have, barked at the aſhes of ſo great a Lady. 
Reader, to make yon the better to underſtand 
with what equity I will proceed in this Narration, I 


confuſed Chass, where che malice of many paſſio- 10 will not alledge unto you cither Saxders, or Bo) 


nate Hiſtorians had extremely perplexed the Story, 
and I have done it the more willingly, becauſe it is 
a ſervice which1 render to the firſt Truth which I a- 
dore: to France , which nourifhed and advanced 
thac great Spirit, to the King of Great Britain , 
who is honoured for his Blood and Royal Virtues , 
to Scotland, who brought her forth; and ro Fug- 
laxd it ſelf, the ſounder part whereof have always 
deteſted the attempt which was committed on her 
perſon, 

[ muſt intreat the Reader to believe , that there 
was never Hiſtory more diſguiſed by a knot of He- 
riticks, never wickedneſs did carry more artitice, 
nor calymny more fables , or fables more colours,or 
impiety more ſtrength, to cry down a poor Princels, 
And this hath made ſo bold a noiſe, that ſome Catho- 


or Florimond of Raymen, or Father Hilarins of -« 
Order of the Right Reverend Fathers of the Af- 
»ims, who have all wrote very worthily concerning 
this SubjeR. I will derivethe principal truths 1 ſhall 
produce from Cambaden an Huguenot, Hiſtoriogra- 
pher of the Queen of Zygland, who hath wrote this 
Story, not in Pamphlets running without authority, 
but inauthentickMemorials. It bath pleaſedGod thar 
this perſon, having a generous ambition to ſpeak the 
truth,ſhould ſearch into theRecords, & produce pa- 
pers that had been buried, which ſufficiently do make 
appear the artifices of F/izabeth, and the innocence 
of the Queen of Scot/axd. : Reader, behold whither 
the abundance and the force of Right and Truth 
doth carry us,that wetake even our enemies for our 
Judges and Witneſſes in this cauſe. 
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licks, either too ignorant or roo negligent, not tak- ARY STUART, theonely Danghter of rke 8irch 


5 the pains to read and examine. the reaſons al. Zames the Fifth, King of Scotland. and Mar) de L9- ——— 
ged, were betrayed themſelves toan indifferent rain, Grand-child to the thrice virtuous Aytonietta queen 
belief of the defaming Libels of the Enemies of our 300f Beyrbow, was a Queen , who in my judgement My $«- 
Religion, as if rhey would believe the Hiſtory of Fe- hath equalled the exceſs of her diſaſters , with the *"* 


ſms Chrift, compiled on the reports of the Scribes 
and Phariſees. A Calvizift of late,the Authour of a 
$panith Hiſtory , hath thruſt into his Book many 
outrageous reports againſt the Memory of Mary, 
Queen of Scotland, by a Digreſſion ſtale enough 
which doth eclipſe the light of the Hiſtory , and 
the Day of her paſſion. If that man had any 
modeſty, he would have acknowledged his ſmall a- 


heighc of her glory, and it ſeems her whole life was 
no other then a Theatre, hung round with blacks, 
and covered with blood, where the revolution of 
humane affairs did a& unheard- of Tragedies. Ne- 
ver did Nature produce more beauties, nor Grace 
more wonders in a perſonage of that high condition, 
Never did Fortune deal more rigorouſly with a 
head, which heaven had ndeto ſupport three 


bilities ro be ſeen in print, If he had any reverence, 40 great Crowns, 


Ghe 
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Intheyeax Che was þorn in Scotland, ſhe loſt her Father 
1942, on 


1592+ 05. eight dayes after her birth, ſhe was brought inio 
December, France at the age of five years, and was nouriſh- 
on 5. L*- ed in the Court of Henry the Second, and Katha- 
vom” eine Medicis, who did love her moſt entircly, 
She was yet but as the Bud of a Roſe, which wit 
in her firſt infancy did preſerye her Graces undiſ- 
cloſed, Bart as ſhe began to lay them more open 
by ihe increaſe of age, we hight then bchold a 
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as yet lis ſpirit infec with Treaſon, In. the mean ' 
time Elizabeth, not uhyke thofe £0, cerers, which 
from he faircit Morntirgs do produce the fouleſt 
weather, did not. ceaſe under: hard to ſow trou- 
bles and diyiſions in the Realm of Scotland, en- 
deayouring to deſtroy her Couſin by the fines of 
policy, whom: ſhe durſt nct attech by the force of 
Arms, 

On the firſt Arrival of Queen Aary into Scor- 


Princeſſe, deſcended from theb!oud of an hungred 10 /ayd ,, ſhe. found the Kir gdom overſpread with 


Kings, who had a body formed nd faſhioned by 
the Fand of Beauty, a fine and a clear ſpirit, a deep 
and a ſound judgemenr, a high Virtue ard anin- 
ter Marr. Comparable Grice in her expreſſions. All which, 
age and made Henry the Second reſolve to give her in mar- 
widow- riage to his Son Francis, ro whom ſhe was cſpou. 
109% ſed about the fifteenth year of her age, being him- 
ſelf not much more indebced unto years then ſhe 
was, All things laughed at the beams of this 


the Fa&ons of the C alviniſts, which at that time 
troubled all the-Eftares in Chriſtendom, And ſee 
irg that the youth ard expericnce of her widow. 


* hood was not, compatible with the-great undermi. 


nings,, which ber Enemies did dayly form 2gainſt 
her *rate, ſhe began, after the ſpace of five years, 
to think of a ſecond Marriage. The ſmall ſucceſſe 
in her firſt Marriage, made her ſuſpeR an Alliance ® (<con* 
with -ſtrangers ; and thoſe who were moſt near - 


bright Vorning, and it ſeemed, that Felicity her 20 unte her, did difwade her from ir. She did caſt 


ſelt had wi:h full hands poured down her fayours 
upon a Marrizge which hid been made in Heaven, 
to carry along. with it the approbation of all the 
earth, 

But who can dive into the ſecrets which Provi- 
un hay dence hath in her own breaſt concealed from us ? 
aFaics., Or who, is he that hath tears enough to deplore the 

condition of great I ortunes, when they are aban- 
doned to the pillage and PR of Deſtruction ? 
This young French Kirg, 

luted Royalty, after his Reign but of ſix Moneths 
was taken out of the World by an Impoſtume in 
his ear, All France did groan under this loſle, 
by reaſon of the excellent inclination of chat Prince, 
bur ſhe was more torched with the impreflions, 
which in her heart her moft dear Spouſe received, 
who deſired to ſacrifice the reſt of her dayes unto 
the aſhes of her husband. Neverthelefſe, as the 
renderneſſe of the King's age who was troubled be. 


The incon- 


her eyes on her Couſin Heoury $trart, the young 

Earl of Lexex, who for the comelyneſle of his per- 

ſon, was one of the moſt remarkable in the King- 

dom of Scotland, and baving procured a Diſpen- 

ſation from the Pope, ſhe married him. This af- 

fe&ion alchough moſt innocent in it ſelf, be rhe ſeed 
ing not managed nith all the conſiderations of of the of 
State, .d:d bring upon her the jcalouſie of other *"** © 


. love. 
Princes, and was in the end attended with great 


aving in [15 way bur fa- z q diſaſters, 


But to ſpeak the truth, the Farl of 1{»rray, rae 
tural brother to the ens, a pernicious and luxu- 
r10us man, who under-hand was the Inſtrument of 
Elizabnh of England, did ſow the firlt ſeeds of all 
theſe Tragedies. Inthe beginning of theſe troubles 
he was called, The Pricr of $S. Andrew, as being or- 
d:ined by Fames the Fifth, to Eccleſiaſtical dignity , 
but haxi:g drur k the air ofa turbulent and furious 
£m bicon, which Knex the Patriarch of the Here. 


ſides with diverſe irdiſpofirions of bedy, and the 49 ticks in Seatlazd had inſpiredin him, he did not ceaſe 


ſhort rime they were matried together, did not 
permit that any iſſue ſhould be left behind him, 
Her return there did ariſe upon ita Report, that the 
ia ** young Queen ſhould 'rettirn into her own Coun- 
rey, vvhere two Crowns-did attend her, the 
one in England, the other-in Scctland, ſhe be- 
ing the true Inheritrefſe 'of rhem borh , of one 
ot which ſhe took poſſeſſion, and was deprived of 
her rights in the other, by che Injuſtice of Uſur- 

pation, 
The 6:4  _ 3- Elizabeth of England row began to torment 
fire of the her ſelf witha furious jealouſie againſt her, and had 
jexouie already laid the Deſign to Nop her in her return 10 
| Seetland;, bur God was pleaſed that ſhe was gal- 
lantly-accompanied with a great part of the moſt ge. 
nerous of the Nobility of France, and did paſſe the 
ſeas very fortunately, and arrived ſo ſuddenly in 
Scetlzand, as if ſhe did fly inthe Air; there ſhe was 
received of all the good Carholicks, with wonder. 
full enterrainments of applauſe ahd joy. Elizabeth 
who did-ſwell with deſpighr, that ſhe failed in her 
deſign, covering her Artifice with the veil of friend- 
ſhip, did ſerd a folemn Embaſſage with Preſents, 
to congratulate her Arrival, and to pive her the 
aſſurancesof an eternal Alliance. The good Prin- 
ceſle,” who had a heart as credulous as generous, was 
paſſionately taken with this friendſhip, and dif- 
puted with her ſelf how ſhe ſhould overcome her 
tn honour and in courteſie, She took from her 
T _— a Diamond, of which ſhe made a Preſent 
toher, 


enricted with a verſe of Buchanax's, who had nor 


@) 
[tr was cutin the manner of a hearr, and L 


to affect the Qualuy of Regent, and of King, nor 
ſparing any w.ckedneſles to arrive to the butt of his 
delires. 

As he obſerved that the Queen his fiter, being ambition! 
yet very young, and yery beautifull, was ſought for th b<gin- 
in Marriage by the King of gpain, to be married to 52. 
his Son, and by the Emperour, to be married to his 
Prorher, he uſed the utmoſt of his power to divert 
that Deſign, politickly fore-ſeeing, that ſuch Al- 
liarces would rend to the diminution-of his power, 
and he failed not with moſt violent perſwaſions, to 
repreſent unto her, that ſhe ſhould enjoy neither 
peace nor honcur in her Kingdom, if ſhe were eſ. 
pouſcd to a forein Prince , and the better to divert 
her from it, be ceaſed not to advance the perfe- 
tions of young Lencx, which he did rather to a» 
muſe her, and to poſſeſs her with thoughts of love, 
thenin earneſt to bring the Marriage to accompliſh- 
ment ; 

The generous Princeſs, who underſtood not yet | 
what Dillimulation meant, gavecar unto him; and 
overcome by his counſel, ſhe proceeded to the ef- 
fedts of the Marriage with the Earl of Lexox, who 
was indeed accofnpliſhed with all excellent endow- 
ments both of body and of minde, bur being very 
young, had nor the qualities requiſite to ſerve him 
ro ſecure himſelf. This Array, who thought he 
ſhould reign in him, and by-bim; and that havirg 
advanced him to the Royal Diprity , the Kirs 
ſhould be bur as the inſtrument of his will, did finde 
himſelf much deceived, when he obſerved the King 
to grow cold in his behalf, and to reign with an 

: Autho- 


1, ERR "Queens and Ladier, MARY STUART. - viz 
Authority more abſolute rhen he intended. His ner in his Bed, In effe& the excellent Beauties 
fury did proceed to that height ,, that he drew into of the Queen which, had. given Him ſuch. heats 
the Field to make war againſt the King ; but ha- of Love, did now raiſe his -jealoufie ; co the 
ving bad ſucceſs therein, he was conſtrained to re- heighth of thoſe flames, He was all on five 
tire himſelt into Eng/and , where he began his de- perpetually night and day , and being tormgn- 
ſigns to deſtroy bis viſter, He had in the Scetch- red with ſhadoys , ſuſpicions ,- and rages, with 
Court the Earl of Aforrox, who was unto him as his chioler , frenzies, and with terrours,, be lived 
other ſelf, to whom he gave Commiſſion to throw as on the Wheel, not knowing which way to turn 
the Apple of Diſcord on this Marriage of the King bimſelf. 
The eff:, and Queen, This he performed with incredible 10 His Paſſion did ſuggeſt unto bim a bloudy A tregick, 
of Envy cunning, and ay fared diſpoſition by the cool. remedy , which was to draw the Secretary from —_—_ 
ARA ing of his affeRion, eqn Lenox , Thathe the Cabinet of the Queen art the hour of Sup- of the $e- 
The perni- Was a King in Name only, and that the Queen ſign- per, and under colour of communicating ſonie <rer2ry of 
cious 13%- ed firſt in all the Declarations , and did not permit Afﬀair unto him, co ſtab bim with a Pomard-in ales 8 
| on. hot that any Effigies ſhould be ſtamped on the monies, the Preſence-Chamber. The body being all blou- 
diary. Hut her own, That ofneceflity he muſt diſcharge dy by threeſcore wounds which it received , fell 
himfelf- from the tutelage of chat imperious wo- down juſt at the door of his Miſtrifs, imploring 
min,and teach her to ſubmit to the Law of Nature, Heaven and Earth againſt choſe, who by ſo black 
which allows not that Sex to command their huſ. a treaſon had raviſhed his life trom him in the 
bandz.. Onrthe other ſide, this Forger of Iniquity 20 flower of his hopes. The Queen being frighted 
bearing two Furnaces with one Fagor, ceaſed not at the noiſe, didrun to the door , and with his 
» by his complaints to ſet on fire the heart of the bloud, received the laſt breathings of his Soul 
Queen ; telling her, That ſhe maſt chaſtiſe the raſh ſome drops of the bloud falling on her ourwar 
young man , and retain the Sovereignty entire on Garment. heſtartled at the horrour of the ſight, | 
S own fide, otherwiſe his unruly paſſions attemp- and believed that ſome- ſprinklings of the bloud 
ting to part the Crown betwixt them,would take it had painted on her face the opprobriouſneſs of 
away from them both, and put all things into a con- the AR. 
fufon. This was the occation that Aſary, arming But as ſhe made her complaint, , the Murthe- The patb- 
her heart with a-manly courage, would enjoy the rers preſented a Piſtol to her , without any re- 2,90 
Rights and Prerogatives of her birth, and did after- zo gard to the brighcneſs of her Majeſty, or the 
wards reign infull Authority. igneſs of her Womb , deſiring nothing more , 
The jez". 4. This young Husband, who ofa Subje& was be. thenat one blow to deſtroy both the Tree and 
Kiag Hey COme a Maſter, could not with moderation en the Fruit. They locked her up ina Chamber of 
S144  hischangeof fortune, but daily endeayoured" to + the Palace, taking from her all ber ordinary ſer- 
7 hold moreof command then of compliance. The vants, and putting a Guard on her of fourſcore 
Queen alſo, who deſired to be known the ſole effi-  Souldiers. 
cient cauſe of his preferment, being unwilling to On this the Eſtates met , and the 'peſlilent 
loſe the name of Miſtriſs in taking that of Wife, did Council were afſembled , where', with mouthes 
diltalt his importunity, deferred his Coronation , fall of fire, the Hereticks ceaſed not to breath 
and did allow him bur little part in the Aﬀairs of ,, forth Rebellion , Bloud , and Butcheries. They 
the Kingdom. She ordinarily did confer much with gave it out aloud, that they ought not by halts to 
David Riftixs her Secretary , anold and diſcreet do a Work of fo great Importance, and fnce 
man, who with great honour poſſeſſed her ear and the Queen, who was a Pillar of the Papiſts Re- 
her good opinion; for ſhe cheriſhed him racher for ligion in Scotland, was already ſhaken, they 
the neceſſity of her Afﬀeairs, then for any attrative ought to lay her low as the earth, ard ucterly de- 
qualities that were in him, for he was bur ofa de= ftroy her, in ging allowance to the Libels and 
The book formed body as they who have ſcen him, do affirm, the Calumnics which were publiſhed 2gainſt her. 
of he £ But the calumny of the Puritans, who know of eve= They had attempred.ro have ſeduced the fpirit of rye tort-. 
the Queen ry wood how to makean Arrow, did not forbearin the youngKing , promiſing him ro put the Crown ble ar 
par ar - their bold diſcourſes, to refle& upon the honour of gg in peace upon his head , if he would maintainand 4.12. 
© mon Queen Afar concerning that ſubjeR, although it © "ſupport their Deſign , ro which , as he ſhewed an 
15*7- wasthe moſt incredible, and the moſt ridiculous inclination, they began ro- weave an horrible 
thing in the world. Conſpiracy, to take from him all the moſt e- 
Cambaen alſo, the moſt ſincere of all Hiſtorians minent perſons of the State, and imbarque the 
of the pretended Religion, and Afoyſfiewy de Caftel- innocence of the Queen in the common ſhip- 
as, have diſdained to ſpeak of it, as being an our. wrack, 
rage, which had no foundation at all of truth , al- The Earl of Afurray who fled into Ergland 
though the Earls of Aſorton and Lind/ey, two exe= for baving raiſed Armes againſt their Majeſtics , 
crable Incendiaries, who had undertaken the returned back and came into Scetlaxd , rather 
divorce of the Royal Houſe, following the ſpi- ,.. as a Triumpher , then a guilty perſon, They 
rit of Hereſfie moſt impudently ro breath forth * made him an Overture of ther pernicious counſels, 
the greateſt lies, did work a great alteration en which he entertained with horrour : for as yet 
the King, in the cooling of his affeRtions ro his he was unwilling that the Aﬀairs ſhould be carri- 
Wife. ed 0n with ſuch an extremity of violence , where- 
A ſpiix The ſpirit of Hexry now became furious, and fore in private he repaired to the-Queen , de. 
rormented did perceive it ſcif to be poſſeſſed on by two manding pardon for his Offences paſt , and pro- 
with tW9 Fjends; the one, the Jealouſie of Love, the 0- ny all obedience for the time ro come. He 


(nn 9G- elled her to- recolle&and rouze up her ſpi- 
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vils, ther, of Eſtate, which both at one time did com. coun 
* mit a'prodigious Raviſhment on his heart, They rits, and pardon the injuries paſſed, and to take 
made him believe that he paſſed for a King in fancy 07 away from the Conſpiratours all the apprehen- 
only, and that his Throne was no more then a fions of deſpair. The Queen bending her ſpirit to 
meer Piftare , whileſt another was made aPart= the neceflity of the 45" _ her preſent Aﬀeairs , 

f | guns K | 


Love and 


PFiety, 


The King 
reconciled 


with the 
Queen, 


Choler 


and Ven- 


geance 


prejudicial ſeſs, of which he was the Authour,and that he made 
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did receive him with all courtefie, and told him that 
ſhe was ready to mag all as he pleaſed, She a- 
ſured him , that he was notignorant that her heart 
was without gall, having always pardoned offences 
even to her own deſtruction , by er to0 much cle- 
mency. And though ſhe had been uſed by him with 
too much rigour for a Brother, that ſhe would not 
ceaſe to cheriſh him , and to gratifie him above all 
other , to- give him the beſt teſtimony of fall ſaris- 
faction. 

As he departed,the King came in,and then it ap- 
peared how Grace and Nature wrought their ef- 
fes . for the innocent Queen faſhioning her coun- 
tenance aud ber words to the moſt ſen6ble paſſion, 
ſpake thus unto him : | 

Alas, and wherefore thus, S1R, Ts this that I have 
deſerved for loving you above ak the men in the world? 
Auſt I be forced from your friendſhip , to adhere to 
my moſt cruel Enemies ? If 1 have deſerved death 


Enterpriſe, This miſerable King , whom Jealo uſte 
had tranfported to the cruel murder of the Secreta.. 
ry, was now again fully reconciled to his wife, and 
loved her moſt tenderly, and conceived an extreme 
pity, to ſee her youth entangled qr, m1 perni. 
tious counſels of her enemies. He was then at Glaſ- 
co {ick of the ſmall-pox , which the Queen under- 
ſtanding, ſhe immediately repaired thither to bring 
him unto Edenborough, where were better accom- 


"Yu 


Part 5. 


10 modations for him, At the ſame time the Conſpi- yorible 


ratours aſſembled themſelves to accompliſh their inventions 


Deſign, and moreoyer they had a delire to involye 


of Envy 
and Ven- ' 


the Queen and her Son in the ſame ruine, but they geance. 


feared that it would be too apparent, and it would 
be more expedient for them, to bring all the Enyy 
of the death of the husband,, upon the head of his 
wife, whom they conceived to be {till h;ghly offen- 
ded for his ill demeanour towards her. To which 
purpoſe they undertook to torment her ſpirit, and 


for '"deing you all the goed that lay in the poſſibility of 20 prompt her to thoughts of vengeance , which they 


my pewer, What bath this little Innocent in my womb 
committed, whom T do nat preſerve,but only to increaſe 
your power, The Exceſs of theſe violent proceedings 
will tear away the life both from the Adother and the 
child, and then I am afraid you wilt too late diſcover 
the vielence and rage "of thoſe, who per [wade you to de- 
ftroy that which yon ſhoxld held moſt dear, and to bury 
Jour ſelf in my ruins. 

As ſhe ſpake theſe words , and mixed them with 


never could effe&t , ſo {irong was the new knot of 
their reconciled love,, They deliberated amongſt 
themſelves to put this miſerable Prince to death by 
fire , and becauſe it was inconvenient to perform it 
in the Palace , they entred into connſe! amongſt 
themſelves, to remave him into a fair houſe, which 
was at the uppcrend of the City , where they bad 
prepared a faral Myne for bis deſtruRtion. His ſick. 
neſs being juch,the Queen accorded to his removal, 


her tears, the King's heart was ſoftned into compaſ- 30 and very innocently did take her husband by the 


ſion ; Upon his knees he demanded pardon, breath- 
ing forth many fighs, accompanied with groans and 
tears of love. And having declared to her the con. 
ſpiracy that was plotted for her ruine, he told her, 
> a6 he now came cither to live or to dy with her: 
This confidence did greatly rejoyce her,ard having 
exhorted him above all things,to appeaſe the anger 
of God, and particularly to have recourſe unto his 
mercy, ſhe gave him inſtruQiogs neceſſary for him, 
ſhe counſelled him to difſemble this their love, and 


make not the leaft diſcovery of it to the Conſpira- s 


tours, but only to repreſent unte them, that he had 
found the Queen very ill , and that the violence of 
her malady might be as ſtrong as poiſon or ſteel, to 
take her out ot the world ; That there was now no 
more need of keeping any Guard upon her , for in 
paſſing affairs according to their advice, heWould 
—_— for her, if God ſhouid not otherwiſe diſpoſe 
of her. 

This counſel was followed , and after the King 
had perſwaded the Rebels, to what he had deſired, 
he returned to his dear wife , and about midnight 
both of them ſaved themſelves, nine or ten thou- 
ſand armed men being drawn together by the di- 
ligence of. the Earl of Buthwe/ , who in one morn- 
ing made the whole Rebellion to vaniſh with the 
Rebels. 

Now the Farl of Mxrray had re-poſleſt himſelf 
of the favour and good opinion of the Queen , but 
the King,who well underſtood the pernicious coun- 


him ſerve to be his inftrument at the death of the 
Secretary, could by no means endure him , and 
though the good Queen , who would have nothing 
done violently, bad expreſly charged the contrary, 
he was reſolved to ſeize upon bim. But Anrra 

apprehending the ill intent of the King comenda 
him, did by a moſt deteftable crime prevent it , by 
drawing to him the Earl of Buhxel, a man bold of 


ſpirit and of hand, and prevailing on him to maſla- , diſſembled the truth; in confirmation whereof, he 


cre the King, aſſuring him that he ſhould marry the 
Queen, if ever be arrived to the end of his fatal 
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hand , and did condu& him ro the Entry of his 
Lodging, where, with a ſingular prudence, ſhe difſ- 
poſed ot every thing which concern'd the recovery 
of his healch. And nor contented with that, ſhe ſtay- 
cd with him without the appehenſion of any danger 
of inſetion, which put the Plotters of this delicate 
conſpiracy into fear, but ſhe ſeemed to be nothin 

troubled at it, and ſtaying with him until midnighc, 
ſhe entertained him with all the fatisfatien that he 


o could expe from ſo bountiful a Nature. 


As ſoon as ſhe was retired; behold by the ſecret 
artifice of the powder, to which fire wazgiven, un- 
der the Lodging of the King , the Chamber was 
blown into the Air , and the bed all on fire. He 
found himſelf to be deſperately inwrapped in this 
calamity ; and the Authours of the Miſchief, con- 
ſpiring with the Elements , did diſpatch him out- 
right, having found him half dead in a Garden, in- 
to which place the violence of the fire had thrown 
him. The Queen hearing of it, was poſſeſſed with 
a wonderful amazement , and loſt in the depth of 
ſorrow, ſhe feared every thing, and knew not what 
ro do, or what to hope,every hour attending to (ce 
the end of that Tragedy, to be the beginning of a- 
nother on her own life, 

The malicious Earl of Afurray , who now had 
given the blow by the inſtrument of his wickedneſs, 
as he had ſpoken a little before to thoſe that were 
neareſt to bim , that the King ſhould dy the ſame 
night , did cunningly retire himſelf. The people 
murmured, and knew not what to take to ; but the 
cleareſt ſighted amongſt them perceived , that ir 
was a work of this pernicious Brother , who had a 
deſire utterly to deſtroy the Royal Family , to 
mount himſelf upon the Throne. 


The death 
of Henry 
Stuart. 


And this is that which Cambden aſſureth us, in the camider in 


fixſt part of bis Hiſtory, who, ous by Religion ' 


Pp 


he firſt ©; 
art of his 


he was a Calvixiſt , and by profeſſion the Hiſtio- yigory in 


grapher to the Queen of Exgland , yet he bath not: 

produceth proofs as clear as the day,with the atteſta- 

tions of the Earls of Huntley and Argathel, two 
| principal 


he-year 
567. 


Part 5. OS 
principal L ords of Scotland 
edunder their own hands, have authentically pro- 
reſted ro the Queen of Exglaxd, that the Earls of 
Murray, Morton and Lidingtoy,were the Counſel- 
lers and Authours of the horrible Parricide com- 
mitted againſt the King , the good Queen alwayes 
profeſſing, that ſhe did torbid chem to do any thing 
wharſocver, that might any way refle& upon her 
honour, or offend her conſcience. Alſo this unfor- 

cambdey tanate Earl of Aſorton, who was afterward convit. 

part 5-p3z- ed and exccuted for this murder, did totally dif- 
me charge the Queen from having any hand in the 
King's dearh,and named the Conſpiratours, who by 
writing had obliged themſelves one to another, to 

Camiden defend the murder of his Royall Majeſty. Z«bn He- 

an. 1567. broy, Paris, and Daglis, who prepared the Myne, 

| being put to the Rack, to accuſe the Innocent 

Queen, did abſolutely diſcharge her,proteſting be- 

fore God and his Angels; that ſhe was free from all 

fanlr; and that Aſarray and Aorton did give them 
commandment to perform it, Buchazax,a Penſionar 
of Marray's,who cried down this Queen by his ve- 
nomons pen, g's hong at laſt with the remorſe 


Cambden 
pag. 105, 


of conſcience, with tears demanded pardon of her 


Son, King James. And bring fick to death, delired 
that his life might be prolonged, either to clear the 
integrity of Queen Aary by the light of Truth, or 
by his own bloud co waſh away the ſtains of his re. 
proaches, Some Proteſtants being amazed to hear 
him ſpeak in this manner in the apprehenſion he had 
of Gods judgments to fall upon him, did give forth, 
that his old age had made him to doat, This which 
I now write, was afterwards acknowledged, as we 
ſhall ſee anon by a publick and ſolemn ſentence of 
the principall ?Yobility of Exg/ana, who although 
Lutherans and Enemies, being choſen to examine 
the baſineſs, did highly publiſh the Innocence ot 
this Queen. 
And now DetraRtours, what have you to fay ? Do 
on not behold wherewirch ro make your ſhame ro 
luſh, and che deſpite of ſo many infamous Hiſto. 
Tians to increaſe, who have made black her white- 
neſs? Nay, ſome of the Catholicks theraſelves, be- 
ins bur little verſed in the diſcerning of Hiſtory, 
having ſuffered themſelves to be ſurprized concern- 
ing this ſubje&,not conlidering that all his calumny 
is derived from the Book of Buchanan, being cor- 
raptedro it by the baſtard Arrray, who promiſed 
ro make him Patriarch of Scor/and,it ever he ſhould 
come untothe Crown, And thisis it which made 
this Ap»ftate to write a deteſtable Libel againt 
the honour of chis Queen which was condemned af- 
terwa:ds by the Eſtates of Scotland, and retra- 
&ed by the Authour himſelt. But ſome Huguenots 
of the Conſiſtory, who are the moſt peſtilent ſlan- 
derers that ever the earth brought forth, have. nor 
ceaſed ro give ſome countenance to this fable and 
illuſion of mankind, alcheugh it was legally con- 
demned of falſe-hood by the molt apparent of all 


Queenr and Ladies, MARY STUART. 


who by a writing ſign- 


3rs 
thuel, who was one of the moſt powerfull Eirls of 
Scotland, did prevent to court this vat the 

way of marriage, and the rather, becauſe the Earl 

of Murray bad promiſed her unto him for the re. 
compence of this treaſon. This motion came di- 

rely croſs ro her heart, although as yer ſhe did. 

not know that this pernicious man had imbrued his 


hands in her Husbgnds bloud, having always found 
him moſt faithbfullMhis ſervice. Bur as che report 


to thereof increaſed, ſhe grew very angry with all 


thoſe who offered to renew the motion to her, al. 
ledging,that there was no apparance that he ſhould 
be proponnded for a husband to her, who is ſuſpe. 
Cted for fo deteftable an at, no, although he indeed 
were innocent. Beſides thar, ſhe urged that he was 
already tied in marriage to another woman. But 
AMurray the Baſtard, and other of the conſpira- 
tours, who with an obſtinate reſolution had under- 
taken this buſineſs, did juſtifie this Crime by the 


20 Judges of their fation, and gave the Queen to 


underſtand, that his firſt wife was not lawfully con= 
trated to him, and therefore ſhe was removed 
from him, | 

All this was not able to perſwade her, who was 
wonderfully troubled with the diſmalneſs of theſe 
late events, which was the occaſion that Berhael 
being tranſported with love,and aſſured of the high 
reputation which he had in the Kingdom, did draw 
forth into the fields with five hundred horſe,where 


30 corvetting before them, a wild preſumption did in- 


vade him to take away the Queen as ſhe returned 
from Srerlin, ro which place ſhe was gone to ſee 
her Son, ad to bring him with ber co her Caſtle ar 
Dunbar, At which place having with ſtrange ſub. 
miflions demanded pardon for his boldneſs, He re- 
preſented to her the contra of his marriage ſign. 
cd by the Eari of Array, and the principal of the 
Nobility of the Kingdom, who thought very well 
ofir, by that means co remedy the publick calami- 


o fies of the Kingdom. Moreover he proteſted to her 


that he would never over-value himſelf for the Ho- 
nour he ſhould receive from her Majeſty, nor for 
the greatneſs of his unexpeRed fortune, with which 
the greateſt Monarch on the earth mighc proudly 
content himſelf, but chat he would alwayes cor+ 
rinue her moſt hamble and moſt obedient ſervant. 
In thismanner did this Philiſtine adore the Ark 
in 1tsS captivity. | 

Bur ſhe moderating her paſſion, did repreſent 


unto him, thar to proceed in chis nature was to 0+ 


verthrow the wholc buſineſs betore it was eſtabli- 
ſhed,thar ſhe would be abſolutely brought ro F- 
dinberongh,ihe chictelt Ciry of her Kingdom,where 
ſhe would take a reſolution to do that whichſhould 
ſeem good unto Her. 

On this occaſion it came about, that the Earl of 
Anrray, who had removed himſelf a lictle, to be 
the lefs ſuſpeted of the murder, did return ro 
Court, and brought with him the Suite of the Aſſaſ(- 


their party. It is an unhappineſs of moſt men, that go ſinate, rewarding him for it with the obtainment 


they are wilfully given to believe the worſt, whe. 
ther by an inclination they have unto it, or whe. 
ther by a difficulty to forſake and ro pur off thar, 
which firſt they entertained in their belief, The 
* moſt virtuous Queen Dido doth paſs perperu- 
ally through the world for a woman loſt in love, 
al:hough indeed ſhe dicd in the defence of her cha- 
ſtity, chuſing rather to be 'devoured by the flames 
of fire, then to be giyen in marriage, as Tertullian 
The rat Jorb affirm. . 
leveofths + 6. But to take into my hand again the thread of 
Eee my diſcourſe, Some time alerthe King's death, Bo- 


of the braveſt Lady in the world, as the recom- 


_ of his murder, He ceafed not to importure £44» 
part1, 


er to take Bothuel for her husband, declaring his org 
innocence, publickly avouched the ſplendour of doth fhew,* 
his houſe, the exploits of his courage, the proofs 1925 
of his fidelity, which did render him moſt worthy was : 
of her love. He added, that being alone and with- a, 6 & 
out affiſtance, ſhe was no way capable to appeaſe the find 
rhe troubles, prevent the ambuſcadoes, or luſtain an4 the 


the great charges of the Realm. Therefore ſhe?'<ng's- 


I1cications 


" ought to receive him for her husband, and theCom:- of the Ear 


panion of her Fortunes and defigns, haying both of Murraf 
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power, will, and ceurzge to defend her in all con- 

ditions, and that he would never ſuffer her to be in 
quiet, but only by the conſummation of this Mar- 
riage. This wicked man by this counſel did pro- 
mile to himſelf, either to reign with him being his 
familiar Friend, or by this ation, to cry down the: 
Queen, and over-throw her Authority , as after- 

wards it came to pals, PEN 

The Marriage 15 now to be atcagwpliſhed, and the 

Importunities of the Earl priwailed on Aſary's 
heart , who married him in the face of the Church 
with all the Ceremonies requitite,to it, Some have 


| ; Part 5. 
the Queen for their diſcharge , ſhe made anſwer, 
Thar it was Sacriledge to think of jt, ſo innocent a 
Soul ſhe had. This Proteſtation which be made at 
his death, before the Biſhep and other Lords ot the 
Realm , was afcerwards ſent to divers Princes of 
Exrope, and to Elizabeth her ſelf who did diſſem- 
bleit, In the mean time, the Rage of the Inf. 
dels did ſeize on Afar, and did conſtrainber with 
execrable violence and treaſons plotted under-hand 

10 by the Agents of the Queen of Zng/and, to reſign The tary 
the Kingdom to her Son , whom theſe ſeditious 774 infide- 
people cauſed to be Crowned at one year of-age , ambition. 


written, that this virtuous Lady by reaſon of her 
beauties, was ſtrongly perſecuted by divers with 
daily motions concerning Marriage, And that the 
calineſs of her natare { which could not refiſt the 
great importunities and continual battels, which 
love ſtirred up againſt her) did bring upon her a 
deluge of misfortunes : likewiſe her neighbour 


to put all the Authority into the hands of Aſurray 
in the quality of Regent, Not content with this, 
they ſurpriz'd her in a morning as ſhe was putting 
on her cloaths, and taking from her all Orna- 
ments worthy of her quality , they cloathed her 
ina ſordid habit, and having mounted her upon a 
horſe, which by chance paſſed through a Meadow, 


Princes, who knew rot the Artifice of her Ene. 20 they brought her into a place out of the way, and 


mies, didin the beginning blame her for having ſo 
eaſily adhered io a man , who was ſo dangerouſly 
ſaſpeRed concerning that ſhe ovght to clear her 
reputation from the leaſt ſhadows of m_—_— R 
wherenich Envy began to cloud it; But who ſhall 
well conſider a young Widow ol ſeventeen years of 
age, placed in the furtheſt part of all the World, 
where Herehie had over-turned all order , and let 
looſe the blackeſt Furies of Hell for the diffolution 


confined her to a Caſtle, ſcituated on the Lake of 
Lenex , under the Guard of the Earl of Doxglas, 
Brother by the Mothet's fide to the Vice: Roy, ufing 
her as a lolt creature, and with horrible boldneſs ac- 
cuſing her for the death of her husband , and a de- 
ſign to invade his:Kingdom. 

In this Captivity ſhe was charged with Contu- 
macies by the Concubine of her Fathey , a moſt 
inſolent woman , to whom the keeping of her was 


of the State. Who ſhall contemplate her alone, as 3 committed, and by a diſrobed Prior who did viſit 


the Morning-ſtar in the midſt of ſo many Clouds, 
without aſſiſtance, without forces, -without coun- 
ſel , perſecuted by ber brother , outraged by the 
Hereticks , betrayed by the Queen of Exglaxd 
under the colour of good wiil , fought for in Mar- 
riage by force of Arms by the Princes of her 
own Realm , he ſhall find , that ſhe hath done 
nothing improvidently in choolirg thoſe by friend- 
ſhip, which nece!lity did: give her by force, and 


her , and tendred her ſome Remonſtrances to af- 
{iſt her as her Father Confeſſour. And at that 
time ſome black and butcherly ſpirits did take a re- 
ſolution to ſtrangle her , and to publiſh .to the 
world, that fhe had done it of her ſzIf, being over- 
come by deſpair. 

What an indignity was this,and what a confuſion 
in Nature and the Lawsof the world,to behold that 
excellent Lady, to whom Grace and Nature had 


whether that there are times and revolutions of at- 4o given chains to captivate the hearts of the moſt bar- 


fairs ſo dangerous and remedllels, in which we have 
no other power letcus, but only to deſtroy our 
ſelyes. 


7. In the mean time, the Lutherans and the Cal- 


cution of 4/;z;ſt.s did not ceaſe to cry out, and to bray againſt 
po roy their Princeſs, and having begun by infamous Li- 


the Prote- 
ants, 


bels, they prevailed ſo much by their Trumpets of 
Sedition, that they kindled a War under the pre- 
tence of revenging the King's death, whom they 


barozs, That great Princeſs, whom the Sundid 
ſee almoſt as ſoon to be a Queen, as a living Crea- 
ture, <he that was born to Empires, as all Em- 
pires ſcemed to be made for her ;, to be deprived 
of her ſweet liberty , to ſee her ſelf ſevered from 
all commerce with mankind , to be baniſhed in a 
Deſart, where nothing but Rocks were the witneſ- 
ſes of her ſufferings, Nay, which is more , ſhe is 
now become the Captive of-her own SubjeRs, and 


had cauſed to be pourtrayed dead in a bloudy Stan- 5 4 Servant to her Slaves. The poor Turtle ceaſed 


dard, with his little Son at his feet who demanded 
vengeance. Bothzel , who as yet was drunk with 
the ſweetneſles of affection which he received from 
his new Spouſe, was altogether amazed when he 
ſaw an Army marching 1n the Field againſt him. 
And that.the clamour of the people did charge him 
aloud with the death of the King, The Queen was 
firuck into ſuch a horrour at the report of the 
Crime, tkat forthwith ſhe commanded him to 
withdraw himſelf, and never to fec her more , and 
although ſhe was ignorant , that his Courage and 
Valour were able to ſecure her from the Tempeſt 
which was falling on her, yet ſhe choſe rather to a- 
bandon her ſelf as a prey to all the fury of her Ene. 
raies , then to keep but one hour that perſon near 
her, which ſhe then only knew to have bad fome ill 
deſigns on the perſon of the King. He fled from 
Scotland into Denmark , where after ten years te- 
dious impriſonment, he living and dying did preteſt 
that Queen Aſery did never know of the conſpira. 
cy apainſt her Husband , and that thoſe who gave 
the blow ; having demanded ſome Warrant from 


not to groaf, andoften through the Grate would 


look on the Lake, where in every Wave ſhe concei- 
ved ſhe beheld the waving image of her charge of 
Fortunes, 

Not long after ſhe entred into a deep melancho. 
ly, when the evil Spirit that fiſheth introubled wa- 


ers, did tempt her into thoughts cf deſpair, repre- 


ſentingto her , that fince the air, and the earth 
were ſhut from her, ſhe ſhould make choice of the 


water into the which ſhe ſhould threw her ſelf, 
and end the languiſhment of her Captivity, by bu- 
rying her ſelf in a moment with her afflictions. 


But. as her pious Soul was faſtned unto God by 


chains nor to be diſloly'd, ſhe fery2ntly beſought the 


Divine Bounty , that he would veuchſafe to com- 
fort her, and confirm her ſpirir, which was deſcen- 
dedinto the bottom of the Abyſs of the miſeries 
of this world. , Her prayer being ended, ſhe was 
inſpired withinfaſions of love 'rowards her Ctea- 
tour, and armed with a noble confidence , ſhe in 
this manner did expreſs her ſelf, 


Woheref, we 
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| Queens and 
Wberefore art thos ſo ſad my ſoul? if GoD permits 
this rig ſins , ſhouldeft than not kiſs the Red that 


ſtrikes thee , and adore that .infinite mercy who doth 


1, Hope a- 


gainſt all 
hope. 


chaſtiſe thie by temporary puniſoments, not willing to 
wa. ty an biel n 4 4 3 which is kindled by 
an eternity of flames? andif this comes unto thee to ap- 
prove thy virtues, deft thou fear to enter into the fur- 
nace , where that great Workman will conſume t 

ſtraw only that burns thee; and Will make thee to ſhine 
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raged , drew upagainſt them in great bedies , and 
giving them battel, they over-powred them in 
number, and obtained the victory. . The encounter 
was blondy , to which one part I contribute cou- 
rage, and che other fury. Seven and fifty perſona. 
ges of Honour ofthe Houſe of Hamilton, which is 
next unto the King, did with their dead bodies co. 
ver the field where the battcl was fought, The 
Queen , who with horrour entertained the appre. 


as gold ? wherefore art thou ſo ſad my hrart ? To be to henſion of ſo many maſſacres, did prefer an inno- 


deprivedof liberty and the delights of the Cort , take 
anto thee the wings of contemplation and of love , and 
fly thou beyond Teſs Waters , fly thon beyond the ſeas 
which environ theſe Iſlands, and underſtand, thet there 
is nopriſon for a Soul Which GOD auth ſet at liberty, 
and that all the world doth belong to him , who knows 
hyw to miſpriſe it. 

In thefe conſiderations ſhe took incomparable 
delight, and as well as ſhe could did charm the at- 
fictions of her impriſonment , when behold a blind 20 
felicity which made her to ſee unexpected events, 


*Gop ſtirred up alittle Daxie/ to deliver this poor 


Her depar- 
ture, 


Snſanna, a little Infant, the Son of the Earl of Don- 
plas did feel his little heart touched with the miſe. 
ries of this brave Queen, and had the hardineſs to 
ſpeak thus unto her, Madam , if your Majeſty will 
underſtand a way to your deliverance, I can give it 
you, We have here below a Gate , at which we - 
ſometimes do go forth to delight our ſelves upon 
the water , I will bring you the key , and haye the 30 
Boat ready, in which, fearing my fathers anger, 1 
mult ſave my ſelf with you. } he Queen, extreme- 
ly amazed at the diſcourſe of the child , made an- 
ſwer. My little friend, your counſel is very good, 
do as you ſpeak , and acquaint no man with ir , 0- 
therwiſe you will ruine us, if you will oblige me 
for ſo great a favour, 1 will make you a great man, 
and you ſhall have content all your dayes. In the 
mezn time for want of pen and paper ſhe wrote on 
her hand-kerchief with a coal , and found a means 
to adyertiſe the Viſcount of Se/ox touching that de- 
ſign, affigning both the day and the place where he 
ſhould atrend her, to which he diſpoſcd himſelf 
with ſo much activity, as if he had rather wings to 
fly, then paces by foot ro meaſure. The child failed 
not to put in execution'what he promiſed, The 
Queen took the key in her-hand, opened the Gate, 
and nimbly leaped into the Boat: with this little 
Companion of her fortune , ſhe took her ſelf the 
pole into her hand, ſeeing the young child had not 50 
force to teer the boat, ſhe began to guid ir, and to 
fave her lite by the favour of her arms. Oneof her 
Maids , named 2weneda, ſeeing her Myltriſs inthis 
difficulty , did leap into the water ont of a window 
of the Caſtle, and ebandoned her ſelf ro the mercy 
of the waves , to joyn her ſelf unto the fortunes of 
ber Miſtriſs. 

O good Go p,how may the ſtars in the greater (i- 
lence of this world,with admiration behold fo great 
a Queen,to ſit at the ftern of a boat, with oars in her gg 
hand, and practiſing a trade of liſe, which neceſlity 
doth teach her , and felicity doth govern. The wa- 
ters ſtroaked into a calm, did perceive the effects of 
her fair hand, and gently opened themſelves to 
make a paſſage for her. At laft, ſhe arrived at the 
bank on the other ſide , and found there the Viſ- 
count, who received her with all reverence and joy. 
She retired her ſelf into a place of ſafety, and 
thought on -the-means to re-eſtabliſh her ſelf, ro 
which ſhe found her good Subjects well diſpoſed, 70 
and'in a ſhort time, raiſed an Army of about ſeven 
thouſand men, At which the Enemies being in- 


cent Retreat before an uncertain Victory. Her ba- 
ſtard brother, the chief of the Rebellion, of an irva. 
ginary King, did now make himſelf an abſolute Ty- 
rant, and as much as in him lay, he endeavoured to 
root out the reſt of the true Religionin Scet/ayd, 
by the perſwaſion of Knox and Buchanan, he ftrip- 
ed the Churches naked to cover himſelf, he oppreſ- 
ſed all honeſt men, and lethimſelf looſe unto all 
manner of inſolence. | 

8. The deplorable Queen is conſtrained to de- yi; ne: 
part out of her Kingdom, to fall no more into ſuch treat into 
cruel hands. She took ſhipping , having adefire at 
firſt to ſail into France, where her Memory was ſtill enemies 
pooſerved in ſingular Reputation, but having a accuſed 
ofty heart, though excellently well tempered, ſhe ** 
was aſhamed to tranſport her ſelf, and to be ſeen in 
the condition of a baniſhed woman," in a place 
where all the graces and virtues had given her fo 
many Trophies. She conceived that concealed Mi- 
ſery was the more ſupportable,and that it was more 
expedient for her to hive in aniſfland, which was an 
out-corner of the World , then in the ſplendour of 
France. Pelides , ſhe conceived that ſhe ought to \ c;v1 
continue within the Neighbour-hood of her own ſhame 
Kingdom , the better to tacilitate her Returrrunto ape” 
it, 1 he Arch-biſhop Hamiltox,a moſt wiſe old man, deſigns. 
did diſlwade her from that reſolution, underſtand- 
ing very well the Deportments of Afurray with 
the Queen of E»gland, and becauſe ſhe made appa» 


England, 
where het 


@ rence to give bur little heed unto his counſels , he 


threw himſclfar her feer with rears in his eyes, and 
beſought her not to follow the greatneſs of her 
mind, as to make choice of that place, which would 
be her certain deſtruction. On the other lide, El:i- 
zabetb did ſolicite her again and again, and did im- 
portune her by a thouſand courtelies to repair into 
England , to which art laſt ſhe condeſcended , as if 
Neceflity had prepared links of Diamonds to chain 
her to her misfortunes. 

The innocent Dove, in endeavouring to eſchew 
the nets of the Fowler , did fall into the talons of 
the Hawk. She came into a Kingdom, from whence 
Juſtice and Religion were baniſhed by tbe horrible 
factions of the Hereticks. She put her ſelf into her 
hands, who had uſurped. her Scepter,and who made 
uſe of all Intereſts to procare her death, In ſtead 
of coming to the Court to be received there accor- 
ding to her birth and merit, ſhe found her ſelf ro be 
contined into a corner of a defart Ifland, where in a 
new captivity , ſhe moſt unworthily was detained, 
Her diſloyal Brother ; the Vice-Roy , ſceing her 
eſcaped from his bloudy hands, did promiſe to him- 
ſelf co oppreſs with mach caſe , by the circumvyenti- 
o8s of _the Proteſtant Judges. He laid anew for her 
the nets of his old Accufations, and made uſc of all 
the falfities which had been invented to ecliple her 

Queen Elizabeth, inſtead of ſupprefling the un- 
natural inſolence of her SubjeRs, gave them Com- 
miſſions and an Order , that a Proceſs ſhould be 
made againſt her. The Puritans and the Lutherans 
the mortal Enemies of Queen Ary, are now 


her 
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Agenerons 


compal- 


gon, 


The inhu- 
mane cru- 
elty of am- 
bition, 
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her Accuſers, her Judges, and her Witneſſes. The 
number of honeſt men was here very few, and the 
apprehenſion of the danger did ſtop the mouths of 
thoſe men. which underſtood the truth, but had not 
the courage to defend it, Nevertheleſs, amongſt 0- 

' thers, there was a Scotch Gentleman, the Viſcount 
Herrin, worthy of eternal Memory, who preſented 
himſelf ro Elizabeth for the defence of his own 
Queen,and ſaid unto her, 


MADAM, 


He Queen my Miſtriſs, who is wothing ſubjett 
to you, but by 14sfortune, doth defore you to confi = 
der, that it is a Work, of an evil Example, and moſt 
pernicious Conſequence, t give way that her rebellious 
Snbjefts ſhould be heard againſt her, who being net 
able to deftrey her by arms, ds promiſe themſelves to 


aſſaſſinate her, even in your own breaſt, under the co- 


lonr of Fuſtice. Madam, Conſider the eſtate of worla- 20 


ly affairs, and bear ſome compaſſion to the calamities 
of yonur poor $ uppliant. After the moſt horrid attempt 
en the King her hasband, the mnrder of her ſervants, 
the ermel Deſigns on her ſacred Perſon : After ſo ma- 
#) priſons and chains, the ſub;efts are heard againſt 
their Yueengthe Rebels againſt their lawfull Miftriſs, 
the guilty againſt the Innocent, and the felons againſt 
their Fudge. Where are wt,or what do we do ? Though 
Nature hath planted us in the further parts, and the 
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ſhe never lamented his loſs, nor repented of her 
own fin, That ſhe altogether abandoned her ſelfto 
the love of the Earl of Bothxe/, whom afterwards 
ſhe married, although he was the murderer of her 
husband. Zefl:y the Biſhop of Reſs,Gordon,Ganvin, 
Baron, and others,who were there on the behalfof 
the Queen (for ſhe was preſ*nt ber ſelf in perſon) 
knowing the whole truth of the buſineſs, and bein 

incenſel at the heart, to ſee the foul treaſons of this 


1o ?adas, did handle bim according to his deſert, and 


did anſwer him by a very ſtrong Apology, which 
was afterward preſented to the Judges, to conſider 
of it at their leiſure, I will in this place inſert the 
ſubſtance ofir, having ſome years ſince found it a- 
mongft the Acts of the Queen of Scotland. 


My LorDs, _ 


[Z is 4 great favony of Heaven to us, that the Earl 
of Murray is an Accuſer in this Canſe ſince his 
name is able to jnſtific the greateſt crimes, much more , 
to accuſe the Innocent, before perſons ſo approved for 
their juſtice aud their wiſdom. It is ſufficiently known, 
that by the ig nominie of his mother, he was the ſon of a 
Crime,as ſoon as a ſox of Nature, that he hath ever 
fnee lived by wickedneſs, and #s grown great by in- 
ſolence. The Quten his Sifter hath but ene fanlt, 


' Which 1s, that ſhe hath advanced him againſt the in- 


tentions of the King her father ,, who deſigned to him 


extremities of all the earth , yet (be hath not taken the 3 © #9 Crown, but What (when he was to take Religious 


ſenſe of humanity from #s. Conſider ſhe 1; your own 
bloud, your neareſt kinſwoman, ſhe is one of the beſt 
Dneens in the world for whom your Majeſty is prepa- 
ring bloady Scaffolds, in a place where ſhe was promi- 
ſed andexpefted greateſt favours, I want words to 
expreſs ſo barbarons a ated ,but I am ready to come to 
the Effects, and to juſt: fie the innocence of my Yueey, 
by witneſſes nnreproveable, and by papers Written and 
ſnbſcribed by the hands of the Acenſers. If this will 


Orders) the Barber ſpould give him, and new he hath 
uſurped the Crown of the Realm. His deſire and en- 
deavonrs are, that the Diadem ſreuld be taken from 
the head of Mary, in recompence to him, for having 
cried her dewn by his calumnies adiſhot®ed her by his 
outr ages, impriſoned her by his fury, and diſpeſſeſſed 
her by his tyranny, 

Murray doth accnſe the inuecent for having contri- 
ved her husbands death, and he doth accnſe her ina 


net ſuffice, ] offer my ſelf (by your Aajeſties permiſſi- go Court, where there are witneſſes unreproveable, that 


on ) uf ght hand to hand for the hononr of my Queen, 
againſt the moſt hardy and moſt reſolute of thoſe, who 
are her Accuſers. In thus I do aſſure my ſelf of your 
Equity, that you will not deny that favour mnt0 her, 
who will acknowledge her ſelf obliged to your bounty. 


Elizabeth,who found her advantages in the miſ- 
fortunes of A{ary,made no account of theſe remon- 
ſtrances, and commanded the Commiſſioners, who 


wil preſently be depoſed upon Oath, that having plet- 
ted this horrible murder, he being in a Boat, aid ſay, 
That the King ſhould that night be curea of all his 
maladies. And ſurely it was eaſie for him to preſage 
it, when he and his Accomplices bad before decreed it, 
and he had aſſigned them the place, the time, and the 
manner of the execution. Murray hath made himſelf 
an Accuſer to raviſh the Kingdom, and [Way the Scep- 
ter, imbrued With the bloxd of the Vnren bu ſofter. 


were the Dukes of Norfolk and S»fſex, to proceed go And we are not ſo mach amazed at this, for he hath 


unto the Charge. But there is a God, who rules the 
Aſſemblies of men, and oftentimes doth turn their 
Advice againſt their own conſciences, The greateſt 
our of this Court were ſo tranſported, that they 
hada Reſolution to deſtroy Queen Afary :: Mur- 
ray, AMortoy, the infamous Biſhop of Orcades, and 
the pernicious Buchanay, with divers other Ene- 
mies of the Queen were now come, and brought 
with them the molt execrable inventions,and black- 


eſt calumnies that ever were fetchc from hell, to gg 


charge the Queen with the death of the King her 
husband , nay, Letters of love were produced, which 
had been invented by ſome, Puritans, who with an 
inſupportable impudence affirmed, that they found 
them in a ſilver coffer of the Queens. 

The Earl of Murray, who in the beginning pre- 
tended to wiſh better ro no man then to Bothuel, 
doth now declare himſelf the chief of this Accuſa- 
tion, outrageouſly purſuing the death of his Siſter; 


ſold his ſonl to work, wickedneſs at a far cheaper 
rate, ' 

Who had a deeper intereſt in the death of the King, 
then 4 Monk, for ſo Was his condition of life aſsigned 
him from hu nativity:bat by this moſt deteſt able mur- 
der he ts woW become the Regent of a great Kingdom. 
who had a more laboaring dtfire to ſee the King out ef 
the world,then he, who daily expefted from us, bay of 
death, the juſt reward of his aiſlojalty ? 

We are here ready to repreſent nuto kim 4 paper 
ſigned with his own hand, and the hands of his Adhe- 
rents, where amongſt them all, they are obliged a- 
gainſt all, to defend that perſon, who ſhould attempt 
»pon the perſox of the King. That execrable writing 
wat intrufted in the hands of Bolfou, Captain of the 
Caſtle of Edinborough, whom at the firſt they had 
draws ants their fide, aud being fence in/enſed againſt 
ſome of the Conſpiratonrs, hath diſcovered all the by- 
fineſs. T his is that which we new manifeſt 'with rea- 


alleadging, That ſhe was the occafion of her hus- 40 ſexs , more clear then the day, and with aſſurances as 


bands death, in revenge of the murder of her Secre- 
tary, that ſhe never loved him afterwards, that 


ftreng as truth it ſelf. 


My 


Party, 


Th * & F284 


| Pe PEAT WW IE AEM w ;» ad So YT Oe ” 
Part x5: - _ Queen} and Ladies, MARY STUART. 

My Lords, demand what 5: that which the Re= * And xoW judge (Ay Lords) with what impa- 
bels eppoſe ag ainft all theſe proofs, nothing at ail but dence they dare appear before you, aud do believe that 
frivelons conjettures which are not ſufficient to con- - the Dneenof England bath [ext you bither to ſerve 
dems the vileſt creature in the world, althongh they their paſſions and ſacrifice ſo great a Princeſs to their 
are made uſe of, to overthrow the perſon and Majeſty wengennce, We do hope all the contrar y, "and do firm» 
of a Qneen. Ten thinſand tongues ſuch as Mur- ty perſwade our ſelves, that the great God, the un- 
Trays are, and his Accomplices, ought not to ſerveto donbted 7 ndge of the living and the dead, 'witl wſpire 
make half a proof againſt the honour of Mary, a) you with ſuch counſels ,as ſhall give theDay to Truth, 
you have the patience to hear they, rather then. cha» + for the gloryof your cwn conſcientes audthe comfort of 
{iſe them.  10the weſt afflitled of Queens,who defireth wot to breath 

Hey poor ſervants have been examined again and a» ont the reſt of her life that is left ber, but nuder the fa- 
g4iv, they have been torn to pieces, and flead alive, to our of your Goodneſs. ; $f 
acenſe the Yuen, and conld ever ſo much as one effe- | 
flual word be racked from them,to ſtain her innocence? This in this manner being ſpoken, the Agents 
Have they not in the middle of their torments declared and Neputies for the Queen-baving aloud proteſt» 
aloud, and before all the people, that ſhe Was ignoraut ed, that they here aſſembled nor to acknowledge 
of whatſoever was done, and that they never beard the any power Superiour to the-Crown of | Sectlhnd, 
lraft word proceed from her, which tended to the mar. but onely todeclare inthe behalf of their Queen, 
der of the King. being unwilling to loſe time in- words, they came to 

All their Reaſons are reduced into Wo Conjellares, 20 the proofs, and did deferd them with incredible ; 
T he firſt whereof is, That the 2 ueen committed the vigour, making in the firſt place the falſificarions, 
ſaid Alt,in revenge of the death of her Secretary. The whuch were very ordinary with the Earl of A/ur- 
ſecond ir, Her Love and Marriage with the Earl of ray,to appear in full Council. In the ſecond place, 
Bothuel, the murderer of her husbana, theſe two are - repreſenting the Contra of the Marriage with 
the inevitable charges againſt her. But to anſwer to Bothuel, which he condemned, to be ſigned by him 
the firſt : 1 demand, if the Quren had any deſires of and his Adherents. Moreover, producing the ig- 
revenge, on Whom ſhould ſhe exerciſe that vewgeance? Arument of the Conſpiracy againit the King, ſub- 

Upon her ha;band, whom ſhe loved with incomparable A{cribed by their own hands, and ſigned by their own 

affeftion, whom in all companies ſhe defended, ara Seals. Andlaſtly,reportirg the Depoſitions of Fchy 

Joung man, ſeduced by evil counſels, to whom ſhe had , . Hebron , Paris, and Daglis, who being execu- 

given a full forgetfulneſs, and abolition of the mur-* ted for this AQ, did ſul:y diſcharge che Queen 

der of David Riccio, for fear that one day he ſheuld at the inſtant of their death betore all the peo- 

be called to an account for it, whom ſbe very lately ple. | 

had received inte favonr, and the trifteft friendſhip, After that the Commiſſioners bad judged the ye; j.nis- 
n to whom ſhe hag given the teſtimonies of a fervent love Queen of Fe«ts to be innocent of all the Caſes ang ca:-5. 

znto the laſt hour of his death, Ts it 6n him that ſhe Crimes, which falſely had been impoſed on her 

world diſcharge her choler, or on thoſe who were the by her traiterous and diſloyal Accuſers , and char 

Anthours and Execntioners of the aft ? If ie hath the proceedings which they made, were for no 

pardoned the Earls of Murray, and Norton, hey other purpoſe, but to exempt themſelves from 

ſworn Enemies,whons on a thouſand occaſions ſhe conld , © the crimes which they had committed, and ro co- 

cut off : here is it tobe believed,that a Lady, who had ver the tyranny which they had exerciſed in the 

ever a moſt tender conſcience, wonld deflroy a husband Kingdom of Scotland, The Earl of Aſurray did ; 

ſo agreeable to her, and whom ſhe knew to have never flie away, filled with fear and with contuſion, T'*©25% 


offended, but throagh the malice onely of theſe deſpe» Aeeing that his life was in great danger, if he bad accuſcr:, 


rate ſpirits. not been ſecretly proteRted by the Queen of 
But why then hath ſhe married him, who made this England, 
attewpt againſt the King her husband. This is their In the purſuit of this Sentence, the moſt honeſt 


ſecond ObjeFtion, and to ſpeak, the truth, the exely one, ofthe Council did propoſe three Remedles to take 
which they ſo much cry up. For this it is that thy away the differences, and to re-eſtabliſh the true 
have taken aWvay her Rings aud Jewels, and put in 5, Queen in her Kingdom. The firſt was, That ſhe 
the place of them infamons letters, invented by Bucha- © ſhould give affurances to the Queen Elizabeth, no 
nan, or ſome like unto him, who treat of love, nat as im Ways to difquiet her in the Succetſbon of the Crown 
the perſon of a Princeſs, but of a looſe licentious wo- of England. The Second was, That ſhe ſhould 
may. Andtheſe Letters, when they were preduced grant an AR of Pardon and Forgetfulneſs to he: 
did appear to be never made up, or ſealed ;, but expoſed rebellious Subjects, for fear the puniſhment ſhould 
t0 all the world, as if ſo chaſte and ſo wiſe a ſpirit as orherwile extend to a number char was infinite. 
this Qncen, conld be ſo ſtupid, or ſo wicked, as to Thethird was, That the Marriage with Bothxel be- 
publiſh her own infamy to the face of all the world. ing condemned to be unlawtull, ſhe ſhould con- 

But in the end, they ſay, the Marriage was ac- ent to be eſpouſed to ſome 11luftrious Perſon in 
compliſhed. And who did do it but theſe onely, who g,, Exgland, who ſhould be anſwerable in all conditi- 
»0W do make it a capitall Crime. Theſe are they wha ons, and maintain both Kingdoms in a perpetual! 
did give advice to this matchby reaſons, did ſollicit friendſhip, to which Queen Afary ſhewed a lingu- 
it by par ſuits, did cenſtrain it by force, and did ſign lar inclination. 
it by contiunance. Behold , we are here ready in 9. But the Queen of Zygland was wonderſul- The tab- 
your preſence , to repreſent unto yow the Contraft, ly amazed at this Sentence and proceedings, and _ wed 
which doth bear their names and ſeals of Arms, which although in publick ſhe ſeemed to be much con- c<icc by 
they cannot diſprove. The Ducen hath proteſted before tented at the juſtification of her Couſin, yer in £%z*% 
Ged and men, that ſhr bad rather die ten thouſand Afecret ſhe much ragedar it, and encouraged the 
deaths, then to have married Bothuel, if ſhe had Accuſers to proſecute their complaints in fuil Par- 
thought he had been ſtained but With one drop of her .,, liament, telling them, they were both lazy and im- 
husbanas bloud, axd if he had not been proclaimed to* pertinent to begin their Suit, and not to accom- 
be innocent, | pliſhir. 


The 


THE HOLY COURT. 


'The Proceſs upon this, was brought again to the 
Council of England, where the Baſtard Murray 
armed with the outrageous pen of Buchanan , uſed 
all his power, even to the affrighting of che Agents 
of Queen Aſary,, by the Authority of Zlizabeth. 
But the beſt ſort of people began to murmure, 
ſaying , that it was neceſſary that the Traitours 
ſhould be. taken off, and the innocent Queen re- 
eſtabliſhed in her Kingdom. On the one ſide, Z/i» 


. $f .Part 
kindled already the firſt fire of love within his 
heart. Zriceſter, touched with this courteſie,did in- 
creaſc his flame , and did remonſtrate to him, that 
this Marriage would bighly conduce to the benefit 
of the State, becauſe it would prove a happy means 
to-divert all ſtrange Alliances ,, which might carry 
the Queen of Scotland to parfue her pretenſions 


fe Crown of Exgland, and ſerve abſolutely to 


conarm her inthe good opinion of Queen Fliza- 


zabetb ceaſed not ro make delays , and on the 0- 10 beth, The Duke , who was indued with a natural 


ther', ſhe pretended that ſhe would underſtand 
what ſhould be the conditions of her enlargement, 
whether it were to appear civil and humane , or 
whether ſhe would ſound the minds of thoſe fur- 
ther, whom ſhe thought did talk with coo much li- 
berty., glans affair. 

- -4n-the 'mean time, the Spirits which could nor 
dearly enough diſcover the Jabyrinths of her dark 
heart ,- conceived, that Truth had now prevailed to 


freedom of diſpoſition , and knew not how to dif. 
femble, bebolding him ſelf at ene time betwixt two 
violent fires of Love and Honour , did entertain 
the beat, which too ſoon he did evaporate, and be. 
ſought the Earl, ſince he pretended no mort to that 
affair , and that he himſelf would not proceedin it 
without bis aſſurance,that he would do him a cour.- 
tehe worthy of. the place which he bad near the 
Queen, for which he never would be ingrateful, 


publiſh the innocence of the Queen of Scorland, 20 This the Earl did promiſe him,and if men may judge 


that the Storm was grown into a Calm , and thar 


ſhe now began to arrive at her deſired haven , ſhe 


now was looked on by every one with another eye, 
and the greateſt perſonages in England, did paſi- 
onately defire an Alliance with her. 


by apparence, very heartily ; which did ſo blow up 
the heart of the Lover, that in thinking of it, hedid 
adore his own thoughts, 'It was indeed aftrange 
temptation, to propoſe unto himſelf ſo accompliſh- 
ed a Beauty , and ſo cminent a Virtue , on whoſe 


train two Kingdoms did attend. The world is not 
"capable to be governed by two Suns, and the heart 
tention to be married , and thatthe the Scepter of of man ſuffers more chen mortal Agonies, when ic 
Englaxd did look upon this Priſoner, did entertain ſuſtains the ſhock of two violent paſſions ; who u- 
a delicate Ambition , to court her in the way of 30 nite their forces and deſigns , to make a war upon 
Marriage ; but the Tranſalpine humour of his moſt him, 
jealous Miſtrifs did ſo perplex him, that he durſt nor The Duke bebolding bimſelf flattered with theſe g,... ,t. 
tell to his own heart , "what his own thoughts were, loves, by divers other Agents, did write unto the tons of 
He moſt paſſionately deſired, that the Queen would Queen of Scetlayd , with magnitick complements, -"*. 324 


"The Earl of ,Leicefter , an intimate favourite of 
Elizabeths , obſerving that his Queen bad no in- 


make ſome overture to him of it, to ſubmit all —_ 
things to her diſcretion, and to make her under- 

ſtan z that this would be a happy means to take a- 
way all doubts , and miſapprehenſions that ſhould 
ariſe from Scotland, But ſo it was, that he durſt not 


and offers of unparallel'd ſervice, with the greater 
pomp and ſweetneſs ts enter into the ſecrets of her 
thoughts, The Priſoner , who laboured for no. 
thing more then to break her chains aſunder , did 
defre rather to ſee the end of the affair , then to 


proceed in it, ſo well he underftood the ſpirit of Z- 40 underſtand the beginning of it , bur the experi. 


lizabeth, who was as apt to receive an evil impreſli- 
on, as ſhe was cruel to revenge it. 

The Dnke of Norfolk , who was Preſident at 
the Trial of Queen Afary, was advanced above all 
others in Dignity., and remarkable over all the 
Realm for his great and gallant qualities, The ba- 
ſtard Murray did flatter him with the hope of his 
Siſters marriage. The Farl ef Leiceſter began to 
dive into his heart concerning that ſuit , and gave 


- ence which ſhe had of the diſſimulation and jea- 


loufies of Elizabeth, did make her to go upon 
theſe conſiderations, as on a fire covered with 2- 
ſhes. Wherefore , without being much moved at 
it, ſhe made anſwer. that ſhe muſt commit the 
whole Negotiation to the Queen, and truft to none 
to whom ſhe had not ſpoken, and openly teſtified 
her defires. 

In the mean time, the Farl of Leicefter, who had 


bim ſome touches of it , whether ir were that by 50 promiſed to ſpeak unto her , and who only could 


that means he would know the pleaſure of Eliza- 
beth , or whether he were reſolved to deſtroy the 
Duke, who only Fas able to caſt a ſhadow on his 
light. T hrogwerton , who was a friend unto them 
both , did firſt carry the meſſage , and acquainted 
Norfolk , that Leiceſter had a delire to fpeak with 
him on a buſineſs of high importance, which was 
concerning his marriage with the Queen of Scot- 
land , he rold him , that he ſpoke this unto him as 
of himſelf, but counſelled him asa friend, to refer 
the further proceedings on that Marriage to the 
Earl of exo who, though it was thought did 
pretend himſelf to it, yet he deſired that his mode- 
ſty would give way that the Earl might adviſe him, 
becauſe there was no great apfarance of any thri- 
ving in that motion without his direftion, He be- 
lieved this counſel, and as ſoon as the Earl began to 


open his mouth concerningit, he did comply unto 


him with all bonour and ſubmiſſion , and did ex- 


give a fair colour co the eſtate of that Marriage, to 
perſwade Elizabethto incline unto it, did defer to 
ſpeak unto her from day today , and being impor- 
runed to it, by the violent ſolicitations of the Duke, 
he counterteited himſelf fick,and continued in a ma- 
lignaat falence. 


He knew very well that to ruin a gcod buſineſs, ou fury 
we muſt make uſe of an indiſcreert tongue; he there- ;,;, + 


fore permitted that ſome Ladies ; who for the moſt 


60 part with curioſity enough do deliver the ſecrets of 


Lovers, ſhould report the firſt news of it unto the 
Queen, 

This was to pur her ſpirit upon the Rack, and 
to torment her in the molt ſenſible part. She, who 
was extremely jealous on any motions that were 
made unto her concerning the Queen of Scotlaxd, 
and would grow into a fury upon the leaſt dif- 
courſe that did refle& upon her right unto the 
Crown ,” finding her ſelf aſſaulted at one time by 


preſs himſelf to be indifferent and cold enough con- +, two firong paſlions , did. enter into a rage that 
cerning that Marriage; alchough\ to ſpeak the cannot be repreſented. Her ſpirit, which gatural- 
truth, her Innocence ſo much perſecuted, had ly was formed for diſsimulation , could not now 
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the Duke of Norfolk, telling him , That «/thongh 
h: ſt: pt ſoft! upon a Culhizn,he ſhould take care it wad 
wot taken f. him. And 17mediately upon it, 
leaving off theſe Riddles, ſhe ſharply reproved him 
for preiuming on the marriage wich 

Duke made anſwer, That he never attempted an 
thing of hiaſelf,withour attending her pleaſure a 


the Queen of 
$cotlaxd, without firſt acquainting her with it, The, 


Pl » 
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; Queenr end Ladier, MARY STUART. 
conceal it (elf, but ſhe did let fall ſome words unco 


** part of you, aſſuring you on thy innocence, that 
** 1 will not faulter wich you ,-and though 1 do 
** ingeniouſly acknowledge, that I have not alto- 
** gether direQed my aCtrotis according to an ex- 
** z& rule of Juſtice , yer ſo it is, that i have tiot of- 
**fended-her Majelty. 

At that time there was one Barret, Advocate 
General to the Queen, a violent man, bold againſt 
thoſe who were teartul , and fearful of thoſe who 


commandment, and that he gave an expreſs charge 10 were bold, who to ſhew his abilities, and the zeal 


to the Earl of Leicefter,to acquaint her with it, and 
to. delire her condeſcent unto it : but perceiving 
her Majefty was averſe unto it, he would willingly 
forbear any further ſuir, having no other aim, buc 
to rule his life and tfortanes according unto ker in- 
rentions, On this promiſe, ſhe departed from him, 
and went to look out the Harl of Leiceſter , who 
was the Malter of the Guard of the Chamber, who 
underſtanding that ſhe was advertiſed that the ſe- 


which he did bear to the ſervice of his Miſtriſs , did 
vigorouſly proceed againſt the Duke, and did per- 
plex him wi:h multitudes of words, The good 
Duke, who knew better how to handle his Sword 
then his Tongue, and had withal but an uncertain 
memory, did defend his Honour and his Life as well 
as he could but his party was no way equal , ſo 
much Authority , pertidiouſneſs, and malice did 
pour down upon him, that he was not able to wade 


cret of the —_ was diſpoſed in his breaſt, he 29 through ir, At the laſt, he was commanded to 


was ſuddenly poſleſſed with a great fear , which 
made him look pale and tremble in the preſence of 
the Queen, whom he prevented , and with tears in 
his eys beſought her to excuſe him, that he had nor 
acquainted her with it, becauſe, be ſaid, he waited 
an opportunity to find herin a good humour, to 
g.ve the leſs trouble to her mind , which he tound 
before to be too much diſquiered, His counter- 
feit ſickneſs, his pale colour, but above all, the in- 


withdraw , that they might adviſe upon his ſen- 
tence, and on his return they ſhewed the edge of 
the Axe towards him, to carry him before hand the 
ſad news of the ſentence of his death , which con= 
demned him to be drawn upon a Sledge unto the 
Gibber, to be there hanged, drawn, and quartered, 
This Sentence did ſtartle bim at the horrour ofit , 
and produced from him theſe expreſſions : 

** Sentence 1s here pronounced apainſt me as a 


ordinace affetion which Elizabeth did bear unto 30<* Trayrtour, but I do truſt in God and the Queer, 


tym did at chat time ſave him from the thunder of 
ler © holer, But poor JVorf«1h did preſently be- 
Þoid himſelf abandoned by his Friends , dilcounte- 
nanced by the Qneen, followed, ſpied, /perie- 
cuccd, and at laſt confined to the Tower, of Loa- 
aon. 

Not long after, there were Scaffolds made in the 
oreat Pal.cc, a Tribunal was planted , and cats 
were made on both ſides of it , for the Commil- 
lzoners to fit, who were to be his Judges. He was 
brought ro the Bar by two Knigh:s, before whom 
an Axe was carried , the bick whereof was turned 
towards the accuſed, The Earl Talbot, was 
mcde Preiident of the Court, and fate on the 
Judgment ſeat, and on both (ides of him there 
weie ranked a coun(iderable number of Judges and 
Counſclluurs, Aﬀcer that their Commilſtion was 
red, the Duke was cited, and accuſed to have en- 
deavoured to diſpoſſeſs Queen Elizabeth, and to 
ſer the Queen of Scetland on her Throne , To 
hold great intelligence with the Pope, and lor: eign 
princes, tnemizs to the Crown ot Exoland ; and 
wich his poſſeſtion to have atliſted the Enemies of 
the Sta.e, with many more particulars. The poor 
Duke was much amazed to ſee lumſeit fo ſuddenly 
inveited with fo dangerous an accuſation, and 
charged with fo many Articles. He delired that he 
might be al' owed Counſel to draw up his jultifica- 
tion, but it was refuſed ; and bcing demand-<d to 
auſicer read.ly to the Crimes of which he was ac- 
cuſed, he replied very innocently, : 

*1 commend my fellto God and to my Peers, 
© The Atrocity of the Crimes do amaze me, bur 
**©the Royal Clemency.of her Majeſty, which bath 
* conferred Favours on me beyond my hope, doth 
* again encoufave me : | beleech you my Lord 
*-prefi ent, that I may have right done unto me, 
*© and ihat my -memory-may not be-too-much-op- 


** ard | hope, though 1 am deprived of your com- 
** pany, 1 ſhall rejoyce in that which is in Heaven: 
**in that aſſurance 1 will prepare my ſelf for death. 
* ] defire nothing of the Queen, butonly that ſhe 
*© will be favourable to my Children and my Ser- 
*© vants , andthat there may be care taken for the 
* diſcharge of my Debts. E 
Some Months afterwards the Sentence of Death 
being a little moderated , he was brought to the 


40 place ofexecution, where he died like a Divine ra- 


* oreffcd wich the variety of. confuſed complaints. 


* 1 acknowledge my ſclt happy to have you my 
* Peersio,be my Judges, and moſt willingly do 
© commu my lite to the integrity of the greateſt 


7O 


ther then a Souldier, preaching to the people and 
accuſing himſelf, that he treared onthe Marriage 
wh the Queen of Scerlen4 , without acquaintin 
his own Queen with it. Be alſo accuſed himſelf of 
having fent Letters written from the Pope, to 
which he ſaid, he never condeſcended, and with. 
all, that he had maintained Servants affetioned to 
the Religion of the Church of Rowe, in which,if he 
had offerded God, the true Church, and the Pro- 
teſtants, he demanded pardon. A new Dean, a 
Heretick, who had taken a wild poſſeſſion of his af- 
flicted Soul, being preſent at his Death ( according 
to the Order he had received ) did perſwade him 
to ſpeak any thing in the favour of his own party; 
afcer which he proftrated himſelf on the earth, and 
having pronounced a prayer or two , he laid his 
head upon the Block, which the Executioner with 
one blow divided from his body. 
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The Farl of Murray, who was the Creature godsjudg: 
ta of Queen Elizabeth, for the ruining at once of ment on 


this Commander's lite, and his Siſter's hopes, be- 
ing returned into Scor/ayd , where aiter ſo much 
perfidionſneſs, he reſolved to triumph in the 
bloudy ſpoyls of his neareſt kinſwoman , was killed 
by a Piſtol. bullet, ſhot by the hand of one Hamril- 
ten, who was one of the chicfeſt of the Nobility of 
that Kingdom , and now at laſt that uncontrouled 
Ambition, which did blow up ſo many ftorms,is ex- 
tinguiſhed in its own blood , he nor witneſſing 
at his death any A& of Chriſtianity. His good 
Siſter did much lament his deſpoiled body , - bur 
above all his Soul , which being ſnarched away by 


L111! * ſudden 


wicked 
Murray. 
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ſudden death, had not the leiſure to repent the 
aRnal Crimes of his life, nor the blaſphemies of his 
mouth. 

10, Nevertheleſs, ſhe found her ſelf faſt bound 
with the chains , which this malicious contriver had 
linked for her deſtruRion ; and under the ſhadow 
of this pretended marriage with the Duke of Nor- 
folk, although ſhe deported her ſelf in it with all 
diſcretion, yet ſhe was perſecuted again , fo abſo. 
lately were mi/chief and misfortune to purſue her 
to her graye; and at the ſame time, when ſhe 
thought ro have ſeen the beams of her dear liberty, 
ſhe had double Guards ſet upon her , to aftlict her 
with all the rigour that was poſſible. 

Of the four and fourty years of her life , which 
God had diſpenſed to her , ſhe ſuffered almoſt the 
half of them under the cruelty of a tedious impri- 
ſonment , where ſhe had a thouſand times been 
overcome with melancholy , were it not for the 


conſolations which ſhe did draw from the foun- 20 Queen of Englaxd , in which behold ſome notable 


tain of true piety, Pope Pi# the fifth , under- 
ftanding that ſhe was denied the aſfiftance of 
Prieſts, did permit her to communicate her 
ſelf unto him , which oftentimes ſhe did , and of. 
rentimes the conſecrated Hoſt was privately ſent 
unto her by thoſe whom he intruſted. Beſides this, 
ſhe being a moſt knowing Princeſs , who had her 
education in Fraxce from five years of age, and 
always loved good Letters, and underſtood and 


irvg and her time, by the affiduity of reading , 
which did much ſweeten the aflitions of her cap- 
tivity. | 

During the time of thoſe perſecutions , ſhe re- 
ceived the comfort of benediRion from divers 
Popes , who ſecretly did ſend fome Fathers to her, 
who be ng as induſtrious as courageous, did find out 
a way to ſec her , and to fortifie her in the true Re- 
ligion , and to diſcourſe with her on heavenly 


which would be the more obſervable ſor the profit 


jt ſhould bring him, having written in it ſome few, 


but remarkable obſervations , which ſhould con- 
duce much to his advantage, and, but little to her 
own, 

In the mean time this great ſoul paſſed many 
$s weeping on the banks of this cruel Babylon, 


ear 
Aire ſhe heard nothing ſpoken , but what carried 
the ſounds with it of chains and priſons , and the 
IO maſſacres of Catholicks. 


She was wh 6p ſick 
in body, and overwhelmed with the bitterneſs of 
mind , but amongſt all the cares of her cruel and 
tedious impriſonment , nothing came more near 
her heart , then the danger of her fon, a young 
Prince in the hands of Hereticks, and abandoned 
to their Dofrine , receiving his firſt principles 
from their errours , and expoſed as a prey to their 
conſpiracies. This was the occaſion that ſome years 
before her death , ſhe wrote a long Letter to the 


v 


expreſſions. 


MADAM, 


Part 5+ 


' Oxcerning what is brought to my knowledge , A pithy 


. I . . . and COU. 
4 tenehing the late conſpiracies execnted in Scot- 2000s lot. 


by mM) 0Wn EXAM tort to the 


land againſt my poor Son , finding 


ple , that I have a juſt occaſion to fear the ſad conſe- Ween of 


quence, it is meſt neceſſary, that before ] depart this 


{poke fix Languages , did improve her underitand- 30 wor/d , 7 ſhould impley ail the flrength and life 


that is left me , to diſcharge my heart plainly to 
Jon, by my complaints, which are as juſt as they are 
lamexntable. | 

I de fire that after my death, this Letter may ſerve 
you 45 @ perpetual remembrance, which ix the deepeſt 
charatters I would imprint in your conſcience, as well 
for my diſcharge unto poſterity , as to the ſhame and 
confuſion of all thiſe, who under your Warrant have 
fo unworthily , and ſo cruelly uſed we : And becauſe 


thivgs, which was the ſweeteſt Manna which ſhe 40 their deſigns, their praftiſes and preceedings ( though 


rafted in that Wilderneſs. $he always proteſted, 
in the ſirgular confidence which ſhe had in God, 
that no violence ſhould ſeparat* her from the An. 
cient Religion ;, and chat it ſhould be unto her a 
peculiar gift from heaven , to: feal her confeſſion 
with her bloud. 

Hemry the Third of France, honouring her Dig- 
nity and Alliance , forgot not to ſend divers Em- 
baſfadours to comfort her , although tor certain 


never ſo deteſtable) have always prevailed oy your 
fide, againſt my moſt juſt Remorſtirances, and all the 
ſincerity of my deportment , and the force which you 
have in your hands warp and byaſs the cemmon capa- 
cities ef men , I will therefore have wy reconrſe to the 
living Ged, onr only 7 udge,who under bim bath equal- 
ly and immediately eſtabliſhed ns, fir the Government 
ef his peeple ;, I will in»eke h m in this extremity ef 
” afflifFions , to rexaer bath to Jon and my ſelf what 


reaſons of State he did never act effectually tor her 5© is dur, cither tc onr Merits or Demerits, Remember, 


deliverance. We have yet livingin Paris, ave- 
nerable man of feurſcore years of age, full of Vir. 
tue, Honour and Merit , whodid vilit her in her 
captivity by the commandment of the faid FJ: y, 
and who oftentimes hath aſſured me , that no man 
could ſee that excellent Queen without rapturcs 
of ccleſtial joy. She loved the Frexch naturally, 
and was magniticent in her gitts ; ard finding her 
ſelf at that time vnprovided of thoſe things, which 


ſhe deſired not to enjoy , but only to ditiribute a- 60 


mongſt her friends , ſhe didtake a Ring of Dia- 
monds , which was left her , and her own Table. 
book, which ſhe gave to thisgo00d Gentleman, who 
ſhewed them to me for the rarenef{s of the Work, 
It is true indeed, the Book was very rich, being co- 
vered with crimſon Velvet, and garnifhed with 
claſpes, and on the corners with plates of Gold, 
bur ſhedid guild it far more with her royal words, 
rellins him,that it was one of the miſtortunes of her 
GER. , thar ſhe was not able to preſent a 
gift unto him, that was worthy of Þis merit : 
Howſocyer ſhe would tender to him that ſmall gift, 


Madam, that he is the exly Fndge, a Fnoge whons the 
painting and policy of this world can no way diſguiſe, 
althergh men for a time may obſcure the truth, by the 


ſubtlety of ther tnventions.. 


1n his name, ard being , as it were, both:f ns be= 
fore him, 1 miſt remember Jos of the ſecret profil. 
ces you have uſed torrenble wy Kingdom , Tc corruft 
»y Subje(ts , to forſake their Allegiance, and toat- 
tempt my prrſen. TI ſhall repreſcy;t wnto you the ny- 
juſt aiſmiſſicn , which by year Cernſel* I Was wwere 
cere to ſign, nhin wy ence 16s held their ponyards at 
my threat, in the priſon ef Locklevin , yort afſnred me 
that the Diſmiſſion ſhonld be ef ns force, althcngh 
fnce , you have made it as effeft val and prwerful as 
your con ld, aſſiſting theſe by yeur forces, who were the 
firſt Anthours of it. You have tranſmitted my At 
thority to my Sox, when he was but in his Cradle, and 
was not able to help himpetf-and-fnce T have by law 
confirmed the Crovn on h1m 7, you have intruſted him 


9 fu the bands of my miſt capital enemies , who having 
* forced frem him the «ffi, will alſo take away the title 


of a King, if Grd «0th nt preſerve him. 
Be | Twill 


Evglard, 


4 


Part '5- 


+ 


- I will profeſs unto you, before the moſt impartial 
Fadge, that beholding my ſelf purſued to death by my 
Rebels, I ſent unto you expreſly by a Gentleman the 
Diamond Ring which I received from you, with an aſ- 
ſurance to be protefted by your Anthority, ſmecoured 
by your Arms, and received into your Realm with alt 
conrtefie.T his promiſe, ſooften reprated by your month, 
did oblige me to come to throw my ſelf into your Army, 
if I could be ſo happy to approach them. But indeavun- 


ring where to find you behold I was ſtopped in the way, 10 


exvironed with guards, detained in ftrong holds, cou- 
fined to a lamentable captivity ,in which 1 do at this da 
die, without numbering a thouſand deaths, which al- 
ready I have ſuffered. 

After that the Truth bath laid open all the impo- 
ftures which were contrived againſt me that the chief- 
eſt of the Nobility of your Kingdem have acknowledged 
in publick, and declared my inuocence, After that it 
bath been made apparent that what paſſed betwixt the 
late Duke ef Norfolk and my ſelf ,was treated, appro- 
ved, and ſigned by thoſe who held the firſt place in your 
Conncels, After [0 long a time that I have always ſub- 
mitted to the Orders which were preſcribed for my ca- 
ptivity, I do behold my [elf to be dayly perſecuted in my 
own perſon, and in the perſons of my ſervants, and to- 
tally hinders, wit onely from releiving the preſſing ne- 
ceſſities of my Son, but from receiving the leaſt know- 
ledge of his condition. 

T his is that, MA DAM,which makes me once more 


Queen and Ladies, MARY STUART. 


may withall content repair to bim,whom 1 moſt bums» 
bly beſeech to inſpire Tow, to condeſcend 10 wy meſt 
Juſt Requeſts. 


Sheffield: Novem- 
ber 2Þ. 1581. 


Your moſt defolate,moſt near,and 
moſt affe&ionate Kinſwoman, 
QUEEN MARY. 


11. May we not affirm that thefe Remonſtran- 
ces, and that theſe words were of power to fotten 
the heart of a Tyger, and yet they made no im- 
preſſion on her barbarous ſoul, who being born by 
a crime,could not afterwards live but by iniquity, 
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Dear Reader,it is true, that weare poſlefled with a parat- 
an amazement on the conſideration of the particu- !c! 9" beth 


. . . Z ( 
lars of this Hiſtory ,, And it may be you have the 
curiolity to draw open the curtain of the Sanctua- 


201y, andenterinto the ſecrets of the Divine Pro- 


vidence, and in the travers of ſo much ſhade ard 
darkneſs, to diſcover, why two Queers of ſo dif- 
ferent qualities, were ſo ingifferently handled, as 
it were, by the blind condutt of Chance, How 
came it abour, that nothing bur calamity did follow 
the good Queen, and all good fortune ſeemed not 
to be, but onely for the bad one? I will parallel 
the one with the other, and although Queen ZF /;- 
zabeth be dead, out of the commumion ot the true 


zo beſeech yon, by the dalorous Paſſion of our Saviour 30 Church, and in many conſiderations had extremely 


and Redeemer Jeſus Chrilt,that 1 may have permiſſi- 
on to depart your Kingaome, to. aſſiſk my dear Son, 
and to find ſome comfort for my poor body, travelled 
with continual ſorrows; ayd, with all liberty of con- 
ſcience, to prepare my ſoul for God, Who hourly auth 
call for it, 

Yonr Priſons have deftroyed my body,there is no mare 
left for my Enemies to ſatiate their vengeance. My 
fonl is ſtill entire, which you neither can, mor ought to 


undervalued and offended France, yet 1 will not fo 
rudely ſpeak of her, as ſhe hath been chaxactered 
by the eloquent pens of Afonſrenr, the Cardinal of 
Peron, and Monſieur dn Vair, but content my {elf 
to ſpeak of that onely, which may be colleted from 
the Hiſtory written by Cambecn, her own Hillo- 
riographer, 

Queen Mary was bigh and glorious in her birth, 
both by the Father and the Mother. Queen E/iz.4- 


captivate. Allow it ſome place to breath more freely 40 beth did come into the world by a crime and a fcan- 


after its own ſafety, which a thouſand-times I do more 
acfire, then all the greatneſs in the world, What H»- 
nonr can yon receive to ſee me ſtifled in your preſence, 
xa to fall at the feet of my Enemies? Do you not con- 
fider that in this extremity if by your means (although 
late) I ſhall be reſcued from thiir hands, that yor 
ſhall oblige me, and all mine, and eſpecially ny Son, 
Whom meſt of all you may aſſure your own. 

I mwſt beſeech you, that I may underſtand yorr in- 
tentions concerning this and that you will not remit me 
to the diſcretion of any other, bat your own, In the 
wear time, I ſhall demand tworthings ; the ont, That 
veins ready to depart this World, 1 maybe ſujfered to 
have with me ſome man of honour of the (hurch, to in- 
ſtrult aud perfett me un my Religion, in which I am 
reſolves to live and die. T he other, That I may have 
two maids in my {, bamber, to attend me in my fich- 
xeſs, proteſting before Goa, they are meſt neceſſary 
for me , to keep me from the ſhame of the ſim- 


ple people. Grant me then theſe Petiticns, for the 60 


homoxr of God, and let it appear that my Enemies 
have not ſo much creaiz with you, as to exerciſe 
th:ir vengeance anderuelty ina thing of ſo ſmall « 
conſequence. WT 


Reaſſume the marks of your ancient gaod nature ,Ob- 
lige your own to jonr ſelf. 


and my ſelf, tothe end that my ſol, being inlarged 
from my body,it be nit cenſtrained to lay open her groans 
before Goa, for the injuries which you have ſuffercd to 
be done unto me pou earth ,, But on the contrary, that 
aparting from.this captivity in peace and concord, it 


Grant me that contentment 
before T ai, as to ſee all things remitted betwixt yow 


dal, who made all Chriſtendome to groan. 'It is 
true indeed, ſhe was the daughter of a King, b:t 
of a licentious King,and of a wanton mother whois 
head the King did cauſe to be cut off, for ber un- 
chaſtneſs. The one ſrom five years of age was 
b-ought up in Fraxce,with lo much piety, gravicy, 
and honour, that voching more could be-addecd or 
defired, The orher had a licentious Education un- 
der the bad Example of her licentious parents. 1 he 


5o one hadan excellent, an acive, and aclear fpitir, 


reſembling the quality of the Sun. The other was of 
a crafty ,malignant,and a fſullen Nature, relembling 
the condition of a Corner. The one was experienced 
in the knowledge of tongues and ſciences, as much 
as was neceſſary tor an honeſt Lady,who ought rot. 
to appear too learned, 1 he other gave her {clt ro 
ſuch a vanity of ſtudy, that oftentimes ſhe commic- 
ted ſome extravagances., as when ſhe undertook to 
tranſlate the five Books of the Conſolation of ZB #- 
t1us,to comfort her felf on the Converſton of Hear y 
the Fourth, The one did ſpeak and write with an 
extraordinary clearneſs, and an accurate {mooth- 
neſs, The other in her expreſlions was harth, and 
did much perplex her thoughts, as may appear in 
2fabſcription of a Letter, written with her own 
hand, and direted ro Hezry the Fourth, after his 
Converſion, Viſtre ſenr , ſi ce ſeit a !a virille, avec 
wovelle, Fenway que faire, Elizabeth Re wihichiisin 
Engliſh, Your Siſter, if it.be after the old faſhion, 
with the new,] have nothing bur to do, ElizabethR, 
Leave tothemoſt liberalInterpreter,to divine what 
ſhe meaneth by ir.The one had a generous, free,and 

LIIll 2 a Cre- 


Incens. 
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a credulous heart. The other was malicious, obſti. 
nate, and deceitful. The one loved bonour , ro 
which her condition had obliged her, The other had 
a furious and bloody Ambition, and ſpared none, 
to improve the intereſt of her Greatneſs. The one 
retained an admirable conſtancy in her ancient Re. 
ligion, by reaſon whereof, though ſhe was outra. 
gcouſly perſecuted, yet ſhe omitred nothing in her 
Devotion. The other did pat on Religion as ſhe 


did her mask , making her ſelf a Heretick amongſt 10 


Hereticks,and a Catholick amongſt Catholicks , tor 
when in the reign of her Siſter Aſary , ſhe madea 
high and ſolemn profeſſion of the Roman Faith, ſhe 
afterwards counterſcited her beliet , and betrayed 
that chara&er to authorize Hereſie and Rebellion 
againſt the Church, The one feared God, and find- 
ing her ſelf the Relit of Francis the Second, at 
1; years of age, ſhe had rather ſtoop to the marri. 
age yoke, to give life unto a King, then to live in- 
ordinately, and under the veil of Widowhood , 
conceal her ſecret wantonneſs. The other, who had 
not ſo ſtri& a conſcience, did find a way to recon- 
cile Arabicion and Love , and lived not married, 
and not a Maid, and though I am unwilling to be- 
lieve , that ſhe lived ſo ſalt and melting a life, as 
ſome have affirmed, yer 1 cannot deny bur that ſhe 
had her Favourites and her Minions, which Camb- 
den her own Hiſtoriographer doth nor conceal. The 
one ſtudied for the advancement of Virtue , the 0- 


ther for the adyancement only of vain reputation. 30 


The one held forth a generous liberty in all her a- 
ions , the other painted her life, and covered her 
vices, with great pretences , ſhe extremely feared 
the cenſure of Polteriry , which made her with fo 
much arcifice toindear unto her the ableſt men of 
forreign Countries, and entertained mercenary 
Quils ro encreaſe her glory, thinking by that means 
to conceal her defeRs,and blind the eys of mankind. 
Wherefore we ought not to give too nuch beliet 


ro ſome Hiſtorians , though otherwiſe men of e- ,, 


ſteem, who deliver many and great praiſes, having 
received many and great Preſents, Men of that qua- 
liry are always credulous enough, and are not accu- 
ſtomed to bark at thoſe who do feed: them with 
bread. The one was very religious in her promi- 
ſes, the other was captious and inconſtant , and this 
moſt viſibly ſhe wade apparent to the Duke of A. 
{excen, brother ro Henry che Third of France, who 
was come into England to eſpouſe her , and though 


the Contra of the Marriage was confirmed, both 56 


on the one ſide, and the other, and chough the mar. 
riage Ring was given, yet ſhe broke all tor the Ca. 
priciouſneſs ot one night , and to obey the crys of 
ſome Maids of Honour, who beſought her thar ſhe 
would not marry. The one was tull of bounty to 
her poor SubjeRts, to whom ſhe could not do allthe 
goed ſhe deſired, by reaſon of the Rebellions that 
were ſtirredup in her Kingdom the other was 
careful enough,not to tax her SubjeRs with Impoſis 


or with Subiidies, which cauſed her to be beloved bo 


of her people, who in all the virtues of a Prince, do 
cheriſh nothivpg more then a moderation intheir 
Subſidics : the one was indued with an extreme 
ſweetneſs of diſpsſition, which ſometimes did ſeem 
to lie too open and defenceleſs, as when withour 
ſeeing juſtice done , ſhe pardoned great Crimes, 
which tended to the diminution of her Authori- 


ty. The other was naturally cruel, a lover of blood, 


and one who horribly tormented the Catholicks, 
and too eaſily would bring the heads of ber Great- 
ones upon the Scaffold , to obtain the honour and 
title of being juſt among popular Spirits. To con- 


10 


clude, ore reigned like a Dove, and the other like 


a Bird of prey. It is a horrible thing to read the 
Hiſtory ot her Reign, written by her Admirers, 
where inſtead of the Contemplation of Virtues, and 
of Beauties, you ſhall obſerve in every page che 
Rages of Accuſers, bloudy Judgments , roſcrip. 
tions, Maſſacres, which 1 alledge not in any dif- 
paragement to the Nation , which I love with a 
true Chriſtian Charity , but to the ignominy and 
the ſhame of Hereſie. It ſeems to me when | read 
the Life of Elizabeth, that I enter into the Coun. 
try of the Anthropophagi, where 1 behold nothing 
bur men drawn upon Sledges, Hang-men tearing 
out of bowels, and dividing carkaſes into quarters, 
which are ſtill dropping bloud, and hanging in the 
moſt remarkable places of the Ciry , as the Tapi- 
ſtry ofthe antient cruelty of the Puritans, I aſſure 
my ſelf that thoſe who are now in Authority under 
ſo gracious a Prince,do refle& upon it with as much 


ro 20 horrour as my ſelf, and by their moderation will 


endeavour to wipe away the ſtains of ſo bloody a 
Time. 

Who is he then that is not amazed to ſee Virtue 
ſo forſaken, and the beſt Queen in the world to 
lead ſo tempeſtuous a life, perſecuted in her Eſtate, 
in her body, in her honour, in her own perſon, in 
the perſon of her friends, diſpoiled, outraged, dif- 
bonoured, torn by bloody calnmnies, drawn to un- 
juſt Tribunals, locked up in ſo many Priſons, aban- 
doned by thoſe moſt near unto her,and ſacrificed by 
her kindred, to the vengeance of her Fnemies, and 
that in ſo Tragical a manner, and by ſo barbarous 
a hand? And how comes it to paſs, thac the other 
being laden with Crimes, did mount on the Throne 
by ways unexpected , and did continue there by 
uncontrouled power, and reigned , as if ſhe had 
all good Fortune at her own commandment 2? 
Wealth and Honour were always 0n her ſide. De. 
I:ght and Joy ſeemed only to be ordained for her. 
Whatſoever ſhe undertook, did thrive , all her 
thoughts were proſperous , the Earth and the Sea 
did obey her, the Winds and the Tempeſts did fol- 
low her Standards. Some would affirm, that this 
is no marvel at all, but only the effe& of a cunnin 
and politick Council, compoſed of the ſons of dark. 
neſs, whoare more proper to inherit the felicities 
of this World, then the Children of thetighr, But 
we mult conlider , that this is the common condi. 
tion both of the good and the evil, to find our the 
cauſe in which the Underſtanding of man doth loſe 
it ſelf. David curiouſly endeavouring to diſco- 
ver the reaſon, in the beginning did conceive him- 
ſelf ro be a Philoſopher , but in the end acknows- 
ledged, that the conſideration thereof did make him 
to become a Bealt, The Aftrolegers do affirm, 
that E/izebeth came into the World under the 
Sign of Virgo, which doth promiſe Empires and 
Honours, and that the Queen of FScetlanud was 
born under Sagitarizs , which doth threaten wo- 
men with affliction and a bloody Death. The Ma- 
Chivilians do maintain, that ſhe ſhould accommo. 
date her ſelf ro the Religion of her Country, and 
that in the oppoſing of that Torrent , ſhe ruined 
her Aﬀairs, The Politicians do impure it to the 
eaſineſs of her gentie Nature. Others do blame 
the counſel which ſhe entertained, to marry 
her own Subjects. And ſome have looked up- 
on her, as «b's ſalfe Friends did look on him, 
and reported him to lie on the Dung-hil for 
his ſinnes. * Bur having throughly conſidered 
onit, I do obſerve that in theſe two Queens God 
would repreſent the two Cities of Sox and Ba- 

bylow, 


Part's; 
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on, the two wayes of the juſt, and the unjuſt, and 
eſtate of his preſent world , and of the world 
to. come, He hath given to Elizabeth the bread of 
Dogs, to reſerve for Aſary the Manna of Angels. 
In one he hath recompenſed ſome moral virtaes 
with temporal bleſſings , to make the other to en- 
ter into the poſſeſſion of eternal happineſs. Zl;z4- 
b:th did reign,why ſo did Athalia. Elizabeth did per- 
ſecute the __ why ſo did PIES Elizabeth 
hath obtained Victories, why 
Queen of the Scythians. She hath lived in honour 
and deligbr,and ſo did Semirams..She died a natural 
death , being full of years, ſo died the Herods and 
Tiberius, but following the track that ſhe did walk 
in; whatſhall we colle& of her end, but asof that 
which Fob ſpeaketh , concerning the Tomb of the 
wicked ?. They paſs aWay their life in delights , and 
deſcend in a moment unto hell. 

Now God being pleaſed to raiſe Aſary above all 


Queens and | ater. MARY STUA R T. 


dom, and regarded by the Catholicks as a facred 
ſtock,from which new branches of Religion ſhould 
ſpring, which no Ax of perſecution could cur down. 

The Hereticks in England, who feared her as 
one that would pnniſh their offences , and deſtroy 
their Fortunes , which they had builded on the 
ruins of Religion , had not a more earneſt deſire 
then to ſee her our of the world, All things 
conſpired to overthrow this poor Princeſs, and 


did Tomyr the 10 nothing remained bur to give a colour to,ſo bold a 


murder, 


It fo fell out, that in thelaſt years oſher aMiQir 
impriſonment, a conſpiracy was plotted againſt the 
Eſtate, and thelife of Elizabeth, as Cambaden doth 
recite it. 

Ballard an Engliſh Prieſt , who had more zeal 
to his Religion, then diſcretion to rhafiage his 
enterprize,conſidered with himſelf how this woman 
had uſurped a Scepter , which did not appertain 


the greatneſs of this earth, and to renew in herthe 20 unto her. How ſhe had overthrown all the princi- 


fruits of his Croſs,did permit that in the Age where- 
in ſhe lived, there ſhould be the moſt outrageous 
and bloudy perſecution, that was ever raiſed againſt 
The great the Church, He was pleaſed by the ſecret connſe! 
y wa; he of his Providence , that there ſhould be perſons of 
Provi= all ſorts which ſhould extol the EffeRs of his Paſſi- 
6c on. And there being already entred ſo many Pre- 
lates, DoRours, Confeſſours, Judges, Merchants, 
Labourers,and Artizans, he would now have Kings 
and Queens to enter alſo, 
the Second, although a moſt juſt and innocent 
Prince, had already took part in this conflict of ſuf. 
fering Souls. Has life being ſhortned ( as it is 
chought ) by the fury of the Hugnexers,who did nor 
ceaſe to perſecute him. It was now requiſite that 
his dear Spouſe ſhould undertake the myftery of 
the Croſs alſo. And as ſhe had a moſt courageous 
ſoul , ſo God did put her in the front of the mo 
violent perſecutions to ſuffer the greateſt torments 

and to obtain the richeſt Crowns. 
£izale)'s The Prophet ſaith , That man is made as 4 piece 
harced 19 of Jybroidery , which doth not manifeſt it ſelf in the 
the Ween /;wes of the juſt : for God doth uſe them as the Im- 
!and, = broiderer doth his ſtuffs of Velvet and of Satin, he 
rakes them in pieces to raake habilements for the 

beautiſying of his Temple. 

12. Elizabeth being now tranſported into Ven. 
geance , and carried away by violent Counſels, is 
reſolved to put Aſary to dearth. It is moſt certain 


49 rous deſign. 


ples of the ancient Religion , how ſhe bad kept in 
priſon an innocent Queen, for the ſpace of twenty 
years, ufing ber with all matner of indignity, how 
ſhe continually praQtiſed new butcheries by the et- 
fuſion of the bloud of the Catholicks, he conceived 
it would be a work of Juſtice, to procure her death 
who held our purſes in her hand, and our liberty in 


a chain. But I will not approve of thoſe bloudy 
Counſels , which do provide a Remedy far xr 


Her Husband, Franc: 30 then the diſeaſe , and infinitely do trouble the E. 


tate of Chriſtendom. 


Nevertheleſs, he drew unto him many that were 
of his opinion , who did offer and deyore them< 
ſelves to give this fatal blow. The chiefeſt amongſt 
them , was one Babingion , who was deſcended of 
an Honourable Family, of a great ſpirit, and of a 
knowledge above his age , and very zealous on the 
Catholick Religion. His example made many 0- 
thers to imbark themſelves in that ſame danse- 
Some propounded ta themſelves the 
hopes of a great reward, others were carried on by 
plory, and ſome were tranſported to it by a hate to 
evil doers. It is no wayTo be believed (as I ſhall 
make it appear) that the Queen of Scer/a»:d , had 
any hand in the deſign. For , b-lides the render- 
neſs of her conſcience , ſhe had a wiſdom cxerci- 


ſed by long experience , which made her eafily to 


apprchend ihe weakneſs of thar party , who were 
young men , heady, and inconiiderable, who had 


that ſhe paſſionately defired the death of this 50 not learned to conceal a fecret , which is the firſt 


acen , well underſtanding, that her Life was 
moit appolite to her molt delicate Intereſts, She 
could not be ignorant that Afary Stuart had right 
to the Crown of Eyg/axd, and that ſhe ulurpedit , 
ſhe could not be ignorant, that ina General Aﬀem- 
bly of the States of England, ſhe was declared to be 

a Baſtard , as being derived from a Marriage made 

_ and conſummated againlt all Laws , both Divine 
"and humane. - She obſerved that her Throne did 


not ſubſiſt bur by the Fationof Hereſie, and as 69 
her Crown' was firſt eſtabliſhed by diſorder, fo 


according to her Policy it muſt be cemented by 
bloud. She could not deny , bur thatthe Queen 
. of Seetland had a Title to the Crown , which in. 
ſenſibly might fall on the head of rhe Priſoner , and 
then that ina moment ſhe might change the whole 
face of the State. She obſerved her to be a Queen 
of avaſt ſpirit, of an unſhaken Faith, and of an 
excellent Virtue , who had received the UnRion 


of the Realm of Scatlayd, and who was Queen ,, 


Dowager of the Kingdom of Fraxce , rem 
by the Pope , 'reverenced throughout all Chriſten. 


knot thar confirmech great affairs, They carried 


their hearts on their lips, and being not content to 


make a noiſe of their deſign in Taverns , they cau- 
ſed it to be painted in a Table, with devices t6 ir, 
as the Auchours of liberty , and in fooliſh variry 
did ſhow ir to one another. Babiygron could nor 


contain it ſelf from writing to the Queenin pri-, 


ſon, and the Letter being brought to the hands of 
her Secretaries, Nas and Cnrles, they did not 
communicate it to their Miſtriſs , well knowing, 
that the witneſs ef her unblemiſhed ſpirit, would 
never ſympathize with ſuch violent Councſels, bur 
when they perceived that Babingtew in the faid 
letter had given information of the conference he 
had with Batard, and that fix Gentlemen were 
chofen to-put the Tragical deſign in Execution, 
and that one hundred more were -to-releaſe the 
Queen from her impriſonment , they thonglit they 
would not negle& the occaſion , and therefore 
they wrote an anſwer to the Letter , making uſe 
of rhe Queens name, ſhe having no knowledge 
of it ; In this Letter they praiſed Babirgres for bis 


zeal 
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zeal to theCatholick religion,and to the ſacred per- 
ſon of their Lady, who was the ſupportrels of ir. 
They did advertiſe him to take contideration with 
him in this enterpriſe, and to make a ſtrong aflocia- 
tion amongſt them,who were to be theActours and 
the Autbours, and to attempt nothing before they 
had aſſurance of aid from forreign parts, and with- 
all ro ſtir up ſome new troubles in [re/and, before 
they gave this blow in England. They adviſed bim 
to draw unto 
his Brothers, and others named in the letter, they 
did alſo preſcribe a means' for the deliverance of 
the Queen, either by overturning one of her Ca- 
roaches at_the gate, or by ſetting on fire ſome 
Rooms belonging to her Querries in the Callle,or 
to take her away, when ſhee took horſe to refreſh 
her ſetfs, in the concluſion, they did exhort him to 
promiſe great rewards to the fix Gentlemen ,and to 
all the relt. , 


\ 


been always negleted, and my ſelf. abandoned, I 
have ſufficiently advertiſed her of divers dangers, 
and yet ſhe never would believe me, but hath al. 
ways undervalued me, although 1 am mo near un. 
tatber in bloud. 1 have too truly foreſeen that any 
accident that did arrive, either within er withour 
this Kingdome, would be interpreted to proceed 
from me, and that 1 ſhould be made guilty enough, 
becauſe I am ſv miſerable, As for lus letter, 1 do 


his party the Earl of Ar»»de/, and 19 look upon it asa ſtrange thing, that any Queen 


ſhould command me, as her Subject, to appear in 
judgment. Iam of my (elt an ablolute Queen, and 
will do nothing to the prejudice of Royal Majeſty, 
my courage is not yet abated, nor will | ever {toop” 
unworthily under my calamity. 

Her anſwer was drawn up in —, which in 


" theſe terms ſhe had pronounced, and the ſame day 


the Chancellour, and the Treaſurer came to her, 
and declared what power they had given them in 


Babing ton, preſuming it was the Queen, who by 20 their Commiſſion, and deſired her gently to hear 


this letter treated with him, became molt vainly 
glorions, he incouraged his Companions, ſhewing 
the letter to'the molt apparent of them,and was in- 
flamed with a defire to execute the delign, They 
were (o tranſported with the vanity of it, that 
ogy they did ſhut their eyes againſt the danger, 
yet they did open their mouths to diſcover the ſe- 
cret, which-was communicated to ſo many of their 
accomplices,chat the mulcitude of the conſpiratours 


the Facts with which ſhe was charged, otherwiſe 
they both could, and would procecd againſt her 
for cofitempt. To which ſhe made anſwer, That 
ſhe was no SubjeR, and that ſhe had ratherdie a 
thouſand times, then by ſuch an acknowledgment 
to bring a prejudice to Royal Majelty. She adrzo- 
niſhed them, it aiter paws Peer her before 
hand, they came now unto her to make a ſemblance 
of obſerving ſome formality un Juſtice, to conſult 


did make abortive the conſpiracy. They declared it 30 with their own conſciences, and to remember, that 


ro one Gifford, a pernicious and a luxurious man, 
who being charged with a Commiſſion to keep ſafe 
their lerters, did carry them all to wa/ſingham, the 
Secretary tothe Queen of Fxgland, who opened 
them, and ſounding the whole progreſs of their 
defigns, did wich much dexterity make them faſt a- 

ain, The laſt written by Babington, with the an- 

wer of the Secretaries,in the nafne of Queen Aſa- 
yy, was carried to Elizabeth, and to her Counſel 


'the Theatre of the world is of a larger extent then 
England, The Commiſſioners did not ceaſe to in- 
fiſt, and repreſent .unto her the Tenour of their 
Commiſion, with their own Names, On which 
ſhe demanded by what Law they would proceed a- 
Sainſt her, the Caron Law, or the Civil Law, and 


| becauſe ſhe knew yery well that they were no great 


Lawyers, ſhe conceived it would be requiſite that 
ſome ſhould be ſent for from the Univerſities in 


who ſhewed an exceeding. joy for the diſcovery, 49 Exrope, They replied, That ſhe ſhould be tried 


She cauſed the conſpiratours to be apprehended, 
and Babingtox among the foremolt, who being de- 
manded the Queſtion, did immediately confeſs that 
he had treated with the Queen of Scot/aud on that 
ſubjeR, in which he ſpoke truly as he thought, 
though he did not ſpeak the truth, 

After they were all examined and..condemned, 
they were executed with moft cruel puniſhments, 
the extremity whereof did ſtrike a horrour into 
thoſe who did condemn them. 

I 3. It was ſo decreed, that a paſſage muſt be made 
through the entrails of many bodies, to come unto 


what was done, did continue very quiet in the lan- 
Suiſhment of her captivity, when behold, ſhe ſud- 
denly found her ſelf confined to a cloſe impriſon- 
ment, her Guards doubled, her Secretaries appre- 
hended her papers taken away, ang her Coyn con- 
fiſcated with a labouring expeRation ſhe did attend 
to know the reaſon of it, when behold a lewer from 
the Queen of Eng/and, which inparted that ſhe 
had given a Commiſlion to her Counſellers of E- 
ſtate,to hear her in judgment uponFaR, with which 
ſhe was accuſed. Having read it, with a Majeſtick 
countenance,and a ſpirit full ofthe height of under- 
ſtanding,ſhe ſpake to thoſe that gave ic her: 


Am much afflicted that my moſt dear Siſter the 
Queen, hath been ſo ill informed of me, and char 


by the Civil Law of Zxg/and, in which they were 
ſufficiently experienced. Bur ſhe, who well obſer. 
ved, that they would intangle her with a new Law 
on purpoſe againſt her, made anſwer ; you are gal- 
fant Gentlemen, ard can make what Laws you 
pleaſe, bur 1 am not bound to ſubmit unto them, 
ſince you your ſelves in another caſe refuſe to be 
ſubje&ed to the Salick Law of Fraxce. Your Law 
hath no more of Example, then your proceeding 


, hath of Juſtice. 


On this, Hattoy, Vice- Chamberlainto the Queen 
of England, advanced himſelf, and faid unto her : 
You are accuſed for conſpiring the ruine of our Mi- 


* ſtriſs, who is an anointed Queen. Your GCepree is 


not exempted to anſwer for ſuch a Crime, neither 
by the Law of Nations r.or of nature, If you are 
innocent,you areunju{t io your Reputation to in- 


 deayour to evade the judgment. The Queen will 


be yery glad that you can juſlifie your ſelf, ſor ſhe 
hath aſſured me, that ſhe never in the world recei- 
ved more diſconent, then to find you charged with 
this accuſation. Yorbear this vain conſideration of 
Royalcy, which at this preſent ſerves for nothing. 
Cauſe the ſuſpitions to ceaſe, and wipe away the 
ſtain, wbich otherwiſe will cleave forever to your 
reputation, She replicd, I refuſe not to anſwer 
before the States of the Realm being lawfully cal- 
led, becauſe I have been acknowledged to be a pre- 
ſumed Heir of the Kingdom. Then will I ſpeak,not 


having been ſo many years moſt firitly guarded, 7© as a ſubjeR, but in ano:her nature, without ſubmit- 


and withall nummed in my limbs, the many fair 
conditions which 1 have offered for my liberty, bave 


ting my ſelf to the new Or@inance of your Com. 
miſſion, which is known to be nothing elſe but a 
Malicious 
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M. Queens and Ladtes, 
Malicious Net, made toiinwrap my innocence, The 
Treaſurer on this, did interrupt her, and faid : We 
will then proceed to the contempt, to which ſhe 


.made anſwer ; Examine your own conſciences, and 


provide for your Honours, and ſo God render to 
you, and your Children, as you ſhall do,in the judg- 
ment, * 

The next morning, ſhe called one of the Com- 
miſfioners, and demanded if her Proteſtation 


: 
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or bring any prejudice to the charzRer of Royal 
Majeſty, either in my Son, the King of Scot/ayd, or 
his Succeſſours, nor other Soyereign-Princes of the 
earth, This is the Proteſtation which I have made, 
and which 1 repeat again in your preſence, before 1 
make any anſwer to the Crimes which are impoſed 
on me. 

The blackeſt of all the Calumnies, do charge me 
ſor baving' conſpired the Death of my moſt dear 


were committed to writing. And ifit were, ſhe 10 Colin, and after many circurrventions, all the 


would juſtifie her ſelf without any prejadice to the 
Royal Dignity. Whereupon the Commiſſioners 
did preſently aſſemble themſelves in the Chamber 


of preſence, where they prepared a Scaffold, on the - 


upper end: whereof, was the Seat-Royal under a 
Cloath of State, to repreſent the Majeſty of Queen 
Elizabeth , 
Crimſon-Velyet prepared for her. The coura- 
geous Queen did enter with a modeſt and an afſu- 


and on the one ſide ofit a Chair of 


proofs are reduced to the Letter of Babiygtex , the 
Depoſition of my Secretaries , ard my $ollicitati- 
ons made to forreign Princes to invade England 
with Arms, I will anſwer effeRually ro all theſe 
Articles, -and make the juſtice of my Cauſe moſt 
clearly appear to thoſe, who ſhall without paſsion 
lookuponit. And inthe firſt place, I ſwear and 
proteit, thatl never ſaw this Babingrow , who is 
made the principal in this Charge, I never received 


red countenance amongſt the ſtern Lords, thirſting 20 any Letter from him , neither had he any Letter 


after her bloud, and took her place, Browley the 
Chancellour, turning rowards her , did ſpeak in 
theſe words : 

The moſt illuſtrious Queen of England , being 
aſſured, not without an extreme anguiſh of ſpirir, 


that you have conſpired the deſtrution of her, of 


the Realm of England, and of Religion, to quit 
her ſelf of her duty, and notto be found wanting 
to God, her ſelf, and her people, hath without a+ 
ny raalice of heart eſtabliſhed thoſe Commifſio. 
ners to hear the things of which you are accuſed, 
how you will reſolve them, and ſhew your inno- 
cency. ., 

This man who had ſpoken ill enough , had: the 
diſcretion to ſpeak bur little: And immediately 
as he had given the fignal , the perverſe Officers, 
who were more then tourty in number, did throw 
themſelyes upon her like ſo many Maltives on a 
prey, propounding a thouſand captious queſtions 
0 ſurprize her, but the generous. AM AZON did 
ſhake them off with an incredible vivacity. In the 
end, all things were reduced to the Letter of Ba- 
bington, in which he gave her notice of the conſpira- 
cy, and co the anſwer which ſhe made to it, exhort- 
ing himro purſ1c his Defign, but moſt of all tothe 
diſpoſitions of her own Secretaries, who gave afſu- 
rances that ſhe did d1Rate the ſaid Letter, as alſo 0- 
ther Le:ters to forreipn Princes, to invade En7land 
with Arms, They did preſs her on theſe faliines, 
which ſeemed to carry ſome probabili:y with them, 
but ſhe did anfwer invincibly to:hem,2s molt clear- 
ly may appear by thoſe terms, which ] have drawn 
{rom her ſeveral anſwers, and tied them together 
to give more light to her Apology , wherein the 
clearneſs of her underſtanding and her judgment is 
molt remarkable. 


The invin- FF the Queen, my Siſter, hath given you' a Com- 
cible ApO- SR , & » © 1 

oy of che © Miflionto ſee Juſtice done, it 1s reaſonable that 
Quecns 


you ſhould begin it, rather by the caſing of my ſut- , 


ferings, then by che oppreſsing of my innocence. 
I came into England , to implore ſuccour againſt 
the Rebellion of my SubjeRts. My Blond , Alli- 
ance, Sex, Neighbourhood, and the Title which 
| bear ofa Queen, did promiſe me all fatisfaction, 
ard here I have met with my greateſt affliction, 
This is the twentieth year that 1 have beendetained 
Priſoner, without cauſe, without reaſon, withour 
mercy (and which is more) - without hope, 1 


- am no Subje& of your Miſtriſſes, bur a free and an 


abſolute Queen, and ought not to make anſwer but 
ro God alone, the Sovereign Judge of my ARions, 


- honeſt men : 


from me. I have always abhorred theſe violent 
and black counſels, which tended to the ruine of 
Queen Elizabeth, and1 am ready to produce Let- 
ters fromthoſe , who having had ſome evil enter- 
prize, have excuſed themſelves, that they have dif. 
covered nothing to me , becauſe they were aſſured 
that my ſpirit was oppoſite to ſuch Deſigns, I could 
not know what Babingtex or his Accomplices bave 
done, being a Priſoner , he might write what he 


3 Pleaſed, bur | am certain that I never ſaw nor heard 


of any Lettertome, And if there be found any 
Anſwer written by me to thoſe things, which never 
ſo much as came into my imagination, it is an abo=- 
minable forgery, We live notin an Age, nor a 
Realm, thatis to learnthe trade to deceive. I am 
informed that a/ſi»ghars, one amongſt you, who 
hath conſpired my death,-and thedeath of my Son, 
doth make uſe of ſuch Artifices, and hath counter. 
feited a Letter from me , in anſwer to that of Z.4- 


© bingtox's, which he intercepted, The other inno- 


cently believed it, and took his oath that it came 
from me, but all this is no more then one ſimple 
conjeture, There ſhould be a million of witne(- 
ſes, more clear then the rays of the Sun, to impeach 
a Sovereign Queen, who comprehends within her 
Authority fo many millions of lives And a man 
unknown, a man lialf dead, is bel.eved avin!t me, 
who ſpake all that he knew,and that he knew not.to 
deliver himſelf from the horrible cruclties of his Ex- 
aminers. Let them produce but one Letter of my 


5® hand, 'one ſhadow of the crime, and I will yield my 


ſelt convinced.| ſpeak it in the fincerityof my hearc, 
and of the tears of my eys, I would not conquer a 
Kingdom with the bloud ofthe vileſt perſon picked 
out of the {cum 0/7 the people, much leſs with the 
lond of a Queen, 1 will never make a ſhipwrack of 
my Soul,in conſpiring the ruin ofa perſon, to whom 
| have vowed lo much honour and friendſhip. 
For my Secretaries, I did always takethem for 
i they do charge me,' and accuſe 
me in their Depolitions, to have dictated an An- 
{wer to Babirgton's Letter , © they have committed 
ewo great faults, the firſt in violating the Oath 
which they have made to be ſecret ard faithful ro 
'their Miſtriſs, The ſecond, in inventing ſo detel!- 
able a Calnamny againſt her, to whom they ow all 
Reverence and Fidelity, In a manner all the be. 
lief that you draw-from them , doth amount ro 
no more, then that it comes from perfidious men, 
O good God, In. what a deſperate condition 


O is the Majeſty and the ſafety of Princes, if they 
depend upon the Writings and the Witneſſes of | 


racer 


— 
ey 
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their Secretaries,in affairs of ſo high a conſequence, 
How many are of ther, who proltitute theniſclves 
to the uncertainty of riches? How many of them 
for fear onely, dv. comply with the menaces of the 
$eat-gaes, They are men of Fortune, who follow 
the ebb and floiy of Inconſtancy. If thoſe poor men 
have taken their Oaths, as you ſay, it was onely to 
deliver themſelves from the horrour of your tor- 
ments, and; pat all upon the crowned head of a 
Queen, which they thought was inacceſſible to 


commurted a great crime, to dere a benefit which 
every common voice doth teach us, which the laws 
do appiove, which all men do practiſe, which Na- 
ture prompts the Nightingales,and every little Bird 
unto, that are impriſoned in ' heir Cages*: whatcan 
he do leſs that ſees himſelf in irons, but imp'ore 


the aſliftance of his friends, and deſire, that fome 
ſtrong hand of mercy might open athe priſon for 


him. 1 confeſs I bave hzd the defire of liberty, but 


I deny that : ſought the effe& thereot by that means 
which you alledge. itisa {trange thing that a Pri- 
ſoner, all whoſe ations are ſpied into, and every 
ſtep ſhe treads is counted, ſhould do the affair which 


oughts and 
my counſels to you on this A ccuſation;andit Right 
and Equity mnt giveway to Power,ard Force muſt 
opprels the Truth amongſt men, 1 do-appeal to the 
living God, who hath an abſolute Empire of com. 
mand over Elizabeth and my ſelf. 1 ſwear unto you 


1 have hereſircerely declared my tho 


Parts. 


by God, and proteſt unto you on my honour, that, 


for this long time, 1 have had my thoughts on no 
Kingdome, bur onely that of Heaven, which 1 look 


Ioonasthehaven after my long ſufferings. 1 believe 


| have now ſatisfied all your ObjeRions : and you 
know indeed in your own conſcience, ,that nothing 
dotifcharge me, but my birth, nor render me guil- 
ty but my Religion. Burt I will not deny, that to 


which by Gods goodneſs I am born, nor remove 
the charaQer 


. The poor Princeſs did mingle' theſe words with 
her tears, foreſeeing the perſecution of her friends, 
and conſidering how barbarouſly her Royal Dig- 
nity was expoſed ro the- Adyocates of the Palzce, 
who did all ſeem to bave ſworn her death. How- 
ſoever in their conſcierces they were touched to 
the quick, becauſe that what ſhe repreſented, was 
molt true, even by the report ot the Hereticks 


who hath wrote the Life of Elizabeth,and who doth 
not deny, but that z/al/ſingham did open and make 
vp the letters again, which Gifford brought bim, 
counterfeiting in them what he thought good, And 
he himſelf confeſſeth, that it was the judgment of 
the moſt rational men, that the Secretarics of the 
Queen of FScot/and , were ſeduced ard corrupted 
with mony, Ardir 15 certain, that they demanded 


a Recompence of 1/al/;»gham, who told them, that ; 


ſum alſens 


zo themſelves,as it appeareth in the Book of Cambadey, camtden 
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great 20vereigns, though of a freeand molt ablo. 40 they ought to content themſelves with their lives : #7, qui 
And added, that in condemning their Mittriſs with- 17 <7 


lute power, could-not remove. £0 many years are 
now paſled,ſirce 1 have been,as it were,in the chains 
of miſcrable captivity , yet neither the offers which 


I have made,nor the aſſurances which I have given, 
nor the increaſe of my {ickneſs, nor the declining 


out prodvcing the Witneſles, they had not proceed 


rupts videe 
bautnur, te- 


ed accordins to the Rules of Juſtice. Obſerve here /1--mis «2+ 


the judgment of the Huguenots themſelves, he 
moſt cruel Enemies: I ſpeak of thoſe who have lome 


r preſſaeſt, 


of my age could move mySiſter to my inlargement, 
... Have ] nor offered ro contraR a (trit Friendſhip 
with her, to cheriſh her, to reſpe& her above all 
the Princes in Chriſtendom, to forget all offences,to | 
acknowledge her the true and legitimate Queen of gg themſelves to iniquity, did not ceaſe to proceed '"' 
England, tubmitcing all my Rights to the benefic © further, even to the Sentence of Condemnation, 
ol her peace, neither to pretend to, nor take any which they carried to the Queen'ot England, and 
part of the Crown during her life, and to remove was preſented to the Parliament for the pubhicati- 
both the Title ard the Arms of the Kingdom of on ef it, | | 
Exgland, which I did attribute to my felt by the Thither E/;zabeth did come in perſon, with a ſtu. 
commandment of Henry the Second, King of died Speech, where ſhe gave thanks to God for the 
France. Ard yet all theſe ſubmiſſions have prevail- Deliverance from this danger, and tharks to her 


ſparks of a good conſcience,and not of thoſe Incen. 
diaries, who write Rapſodies tull of ignorance and 
folly. All this may ſerve for an invincible proot of 
ber 1nnecence ; but her evil Judges, who had fold The unjift 


, 


.ZMmectt, 


-*-ed nothing for my Deliverarce. Am 1 ſo much to 


... be blamed, if 1 baye deſired forreign Princes, my 
_ Friends, and my Allies, to draw me out fromthe 
depth of theſe miſcries ? And yet I neither bave,nor 
wasevycr.willing to confirm into the hands of the 
King of Spaiz,. the Right which he pretended to 


the Crownof England, although be hath been an- 


gry with me.concerning ir; but1 have given reſpeRt 
unto my Siſter ſb.far, that I have negleQed both 
my life and-libery, to fatisfic her intereſts,and have 


delighted my ſelf with the prayers of Zſther, and 
not wich the ſword of 7dith. Bur 1 now ſpeak and 


SubjeAs for the affeftion to their Queen, Afﬀter- 
wards, comirg to the work in hand ſhe thewed her 


ſeifro be extremely aMiRed for the Queen of Scor- . 


land, that a Perſon of her Sex, Eſtate, and, Bloud, 
ſhould be convicted to have conſpired againſt her : 
Adding, that ſhe was moſt willing to pardon her, 
and to abandon her own liſe, if it would render the 
affairs of Ex#/azd more flouriſhing {but in this 
eff ſhe would neither prejudice ber felt, ror the 
good of her Kirgdora. £ 

In this ation ſhe came with a heart full of ver- 
gearte, however ſhe would put upon it the repy- 


declare,thar ſince Eng/and is inequitable and fo un- .,g tation of Sweerneſs and of Clemency, imitating the 


kind unto me, that I neither ought, nor will mif- 
priſe the aid of other Kings, 


Herods ard Tiberivs Ceſar , who never di&worſe, 
then when they fpake beft ard lavghed in their 


'bearts, 
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haacts when they dilifled the tears of Crocodiles Is the firſt place I defire, that ſince it # allowtd me 


from their eyes. Wich joyned hands ſhz deſired 
thar her Paryament would bur demand that thing 
ofher, which moſt willingly ſhe 1would nor grant. 
Sometimes ſhe would flatter them with the ReſpeRt 
and cordial AﬀeRions they did bear her,on purpoſe 
to incite them to purſue rhis buſineſs, Sometimes 
' the. ſeemed ro be weary of their roo much zeal : 
Sometimes ſhe ſaid, ſhe wonld preſerve her ſelf: 
And ſometimes ſhe ſaid, ſhe would abandon her 
own preſervation, to exerciſe her clemency, Her 
ſpirit, which was greatly given to diſſimulation , 
made never more leaps, nor danced more Rounds 
then in this buſineſs. And to ſpeak the truth , Che 
perplexed her ſelſin her own labyrinth , and en- 
deayouring too much to hide her ſelf, ſhe laid her 
ſelf more open, ſaying, unto thoſe who demanded 
the death of the Queen of Scotland : | 

I pray and conjure you to content your ſelf with an 


to hope for a Burial in England , according to thb 
Solemmitics of the RomanChurch,prattiſcd by the an- 
cient Kings, your Anceſtours and mint , and that in 
Scotland they have forced & violated the Aſhes of my 
Grand: fathers,that my Bedy Fl 

ſhall be ſatiated with my innocent blond ) may be car- 
ried by wy own ſervants, into ſome haly Land ; and 


above all if it may be, into France, to be there interred 


to where th: Bones of the D neen, my moſt hownred Aſo 


ther, are lodged to the end my poor _ , which knew 
0 reſt, whiles joyned to my ſoul, might now find reſt ; 
being ſeparated from it. | 
Secondly, Tbeſeech Your Majrſty ( inthe appre- 
henfien which I have of the tyr ayxy of theſe, to Whoſe 
power Tou abandon me) that [ may not ſuffer in any 
private place but in the view of my ſervants and other 
people, who may give a teſtimony of my faith, and of my 


obedrence to the true-Church, and defend the remnant 


Anſwer Without, an Anſwer, I approve your judgment 20 Xl my life and my laſt ſighs, againſt the falſe Reports 


aud comprehend the reaſons, but I pray you excuſe the 
eareful and the doubtful thought which doth torment 
me, and take in geod part the gracious affefttion which 
Thbear yon ,, and this Anſmer, if it be of that worth 
as you eſteem it for au anſwer , If I ſay I will not do 
what you demand,peradventnre I ſhall ſay more they 


1 think, : If that I will ao it, I ſhall precipitate my ſelf 


to my ruine, whom you are willing to preſerve 
In the end the ſentence of Death was confirmed 


ich my Adverſarics may contrive againſt me. 

In the third place, I require that my ſervants, who 
have attended on me With great fidelity, during ſo ma- 
v7 afflitions, may have free leave to retire where they 
pleaſe and enj'y thoſe ſmall legacier, which in my laſs 
will-my peverty hathbequeathed to them. 

I conjure Ton, Madam, by the Blond of Jeſws Chrif, 
by the nearneſs of our 0nſang» inity by the Memory of 
Henry the ſeventh, our common Fathir, and by the 


by the Authority of Parliament,and Zeal was ſent 30 7itle of 4 Leen, which I carry tomy Grave , mit to 


to the Queen of Scot!axd, to carry her the hews of 


her mournful Condemnation, and to acquaint her, 


deny me theſe reaſonable Demands, but by oxe word 
wnder Your hand, to grant me an aſſurance of them , 


that the Eſtates demanded the Execution to be dif- aud 1 pal dy, as 1 have lived, 
patched for Juſtice, Security, and Necelity. | 
Her great heart was no way dejeRed ar this ſo Your moſt affectionate Siſter 


violent a Rigour, and damnable Injuftice, bur lifr- 
ing up her cyes and her hands to Heaven, ſhe gave 
thanks to God, demanding immediately a Prieſt to 
adminiſter to her the Sacrament, arid to diſpoſe her 
tody. 


that was in her chamber , but when he obſerved 
that no man would touch it, and that they onely 
anſwered, him by tears and lamencations , which 
woald have foftened the heart of any man, he per- 


| Paulet, who had the guard of her, did uſe 40 
Execrable her after this, moſt barbarouſly, commanding the 
indignity. Officers of her houſe to beat down thecloth of State 


and Priſoner, 


DUEEN MARY 


It is unceftain whether this Letter came to the 
hands of Elizabeth , becauſe no Anſwer can be 
found unto it, whecher it were that thoſe next 
unto her did conceal it fron her, or whether 
through the hardneſs of her heart ſhe did diſſem- 
ble ir, 


( when br Adverſaries 
) 


he vain” 


formed the Execution by the Guard,and took from © In the mean time King 7ames employed hit. codinny 
the poor Priſoner all the marks of Royalty,to make ſelf for the Deliverance of his Mother , the Am- w pons. © 
her behold her Funeral alive,and to make her heart baſſadours from France, Monſieur de la Aote Air © © 


to bleed with a mortal wound , before the bloud 5 £799,and Monſienr acl Anbiſpize, were commanded 


were drawn .from the veins of her body by the 
hands of the Hang-man. But E/:zabeth did yer de- 
fer the Execution, whether it were for the fear of 
torreign Princes being not able to ſee clear enough 
into their power and proteRion, or whether it 
wereto gain the imaginary Reputation of Mercy , 
or whether by degrees ſhe would conſume this 
poor ſacrifice by a ſmall fire, prolonging the lan- 
Suors of her impriſonment, The other was refol- 


chither upon that and other occalions, and Afonſo. 
eur de Belieurs did there alſo carry himſelf with 
great Wiſdom, Courage and Fidelity , as may 
appear by his grave Remonſtrance, which is to be 
read in the Hiſtory of France. Howſoever, the 
Arreſt of Death was ſuſpended for three months , 
until ſuch time that the clamours of the Latherans 
and Pxritans, did cauſe the Thunder to tall down 
upon that hand , which deſired nothing more,then 


ved to. write unto her, not in a baſe and begging 6g © firike home the blow. 


ſtile ro crave her life, but to demand an honeſt By- 
rial; Behold her letters to that effec. 


MADAM 


' Give thank; to God With all my heart, who by the 
3 Sentence of Death, hath been pleaſed to put an end 
ts the tegioma pilgrimage of my life. 1 defire not that it 
may be prolonged , having had too long a time to try 


the bittera2ſs ef it, T onely beſeech your Majeſty, that 


The more adviſed did remonſtrate unto her, 
That ir was without example , to commit a Lady, 
the Queenof Fraxce and Scotland, and the neareſt 
Kinſwoman ſhe had inthe world, into thebands 
ofa Hang-man : A Queen, which was not a priſo- 
ner of War, bat her Gueſt,whom ſhe had called and 
mvited into her' Kingdom, and ſent unto her af- 
furances of her fidelity. Thar ſhe ought ro conſt- 
der,that what was done, proceeded from her Secre- 


face I am to expet uo favour from ſome zealows H1i- 70 taries,and not from her. That if that after twen- 


wiſters of State, who hold the firſt place in your Conn- 
Cils, I may receive from Yon oxely, and from no other, 
theſe following favours. 


ty years impriſonment, ſhe ſhould haye conſented 
to be taken from ir by force, it did not deſerve 
,  Mmmmm ro 
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to be puniſhed with Death, \- That if ſhe ſhould 
cauſe her to dy, it would open a wound, fromwhence 
there would iſſue ſuch abundance of bloud, that 
many Ages could norſtanch ir.That Jtaly, France, 
and Spaix, andall the Chriſtian Kingdoms of the 
world would be offended at ir, and that ſhe ſhould 
bring upen her Kingdom the Arms of Chriſtendom, 
who would be glad of that pretence, to invade her 
Kingdom. Thatit would bea moſt remarkable at- 
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im, who for a long time; was prepared for 
this Sacrifice. uot +6 4, 

Some paſſionate-writers, do endeayour to. di- 
vert this Crime from the reputationof Elizabeth, 
taking their ground ona Letter which ſhe wrote 
to the Queen of Fcor/ayd , in which by. a ſhame- 
ful perfidiouſneſs, ſhe doth write, That her ſþi- 
rit was tormented With an incomparable ſerrew, by 
reaſon of the lamentable event, which was arri- 


front to her Son James,andall his Race, who could 10 ved againſt her will , and that ſhe had not a ſoul 


not but be mindtul of it, That it would incenſe the 
ſpirits of her Kingdom , and render them unrecon- 
cileable to her. And inthe end, that it was to be 
feared that Heaven would arm it ſelf againſt ſo 
bloudy a Deſign. That ſhe ſhould uſe the miſera- 
ble (and eſpecially a Queen who came into her 
Countrey for protetion) with more Revyerence, 
That ſhe ſhould bazard much in her death, but 
could loſe nothing by her life , ſceing ſhe bad ſo 


ſo baſe, as either by terrour to fear to do what 

Was juſt , or by cowardixe to deny it , after it was 
ne. | 

But who doth not ſee that this is to mock, and 


to traduce the ſtory , and the beliefof mankind ; **=<*b 

: entirely 
Daviſon , her Secretary, who managed this ſad-cuipabie 
affair , asthe true inſtrument of her malice, doth 5 y 
catn © 


Queea 


expreſs in. his Atteftation , reported in the moſt 
faithlul Memorials of Zxg/azd by Cambaen ; Muy. 
t 


many Guards, Priſons, Bars,and Walls co ſecure her 20 that after thedeparture of the French Ambaſſa- 


if ſhe hadan intent to enterpriſe againſt the 
State, 

But the inſolent Miniſters did inceflantly cry out, 
That ſhe muſt put an end to her [mpriſonment, by 
putting an-end unto her Life.That the Queen ought 
ro remember , that ſhe had uſurped her Titles and 
her Name,and ſometimes cauſed her ſelf ro be pro- 
clamed Queen of England and of Scetland, and that 
Sovereigns never pardoned thoſe , who did o far 


intrench upon their Authority. That the life of E- 30 


lizabeth ard Mary were incompatible. That the 
onely means to take away all pretences from the 
Cathclickr, was to cut off chis root , which would 
make all her hopes to periſh. That King Zames was 
inſtru&tedin their Religion,and would rather look 
after the advancement. of his own State, then take 
vengeance for the Death of his Mother, That for. 
reign Princes were too much perplexed with the 
difficulties of their own affairs, and took care, ra- 


aonr , ſent to prevent the Execution, ſhe com- 
marded him to ſhew the Inſtrument for putting 
the Queen of Scotland to :death , which being 
done, ſhe moſt readily ſigned it with her own 
hand , and commanded him to ſee it ſealed with 
the, Great Seal; and ſmiling, ſhe added ſome 
few words , that ſhe blamed Pazlet and Drury, 
who guarded the Priſoner , for not delivering ber 
from that pain, 

It is crue, that in the morning ſhe ſent one na. 
med XKilligrew, to Daviſen, to forbid to pur 
that command in Execution , whether it were that 
her Remorſe of Conſcience had put her into ſome 
frights , her ſleeps being ordinarily diſturbed with 
borrible Dreams, which did repreſent unto her the 
images ofher Crimes, or whether it were an artifice 
to procure her the reputation of being merciful,in 
killing with ſo much treachery. The Secretary 
came to her in the field, and declared to her, that 


ther to defend their own, then to invade her King- gg the Order for the Queen of Scerland's death, was 


dom. That her Couſin , the Duke of Gmi/e, was 
ine bad condition in France ; ard that Heyry the 
Third would be very careful bow hedid Bae 
her quarrels. And if other Princes were ſo hardy 
to unde rtake it,they were to underſtand, that En- 
gland had adeep ditch about it. That Queen El;- 
zabeth was mortal, and if ſhe ſhould dy, there was 
not that calamity to be conceived , which both Re- 
gon & the State would not ſuffer under the reign 
O 

and other injuries ſhe had received. That ſhe could 
not but remember,that great perſonages did write 
things well done on the ſand; but did engrave their 
Diſcontents in Braſs. The Preachers madeit to be a 
work of Religion, with their abſurd Allegations our 
of the Bible, which they did corrupt to their bloudy 
meaning. Ard the Lawyers,as ignorant as theMi- 
niſters, were abſurd, did produce ſome Hiftories 
for the puniſhment of Kings, which were altoge- 


ther impertinent. 6 


But there needed not ſo much} labour to per- 
ſwade a Woman, who had in her ſo much vanity, as 
once in her life, ro make a Princeſs head to fly up- 
on a Scaffold, ard who did not remember , 
that in the Reign of Queen Aſary, being her 
ſelf accuſed of offending the Eſtate, and expe- 
Cting her ſentence of dearh , ſhe did ſo much tear 
the Axes of the Hang-menin Exglazd, that ſhe 
was reſolyed :9 perition to her Siſter ro ſend 
for an Executioner to Fraxce, to cut off her 
head, Now ws the Commandment given for 
her” death , and it was ſignified to the poor Vi- 


© 


now finiſhed and ſealed, on which ſhe put on the 
countenance of diſpleaſure, and told him,that by 
the Counſel of wiſe men, orie might find out other 
expedients, by which ir is believed, that ſhe inten. 
ded poiſon, . Nevertheleſs, ſhe now was com. 
manded that the Execution ſhould be delayed, And 
as Daviſes preſented himſelf to her three dayes af- 
terward,demanding of her if her Majeſty had chan- 
ged her advice, ſhe anſwered, No,ard was angry 


Mary , in the revenge of her Jmpriſonment, $, with Paxlet for not enterpriſing boldly enough the 


laſt of the Crimes ; And faid moreover, That ſhe 
would find others who would do it, for the love 
fhey did bear unto her. On,which, the other did 
remonſtrate, that ſhe muſt think well of him , for 
otherwiſe ſhe would ruine Men of great Merir with 
their poſterity. She (till perſiſted and on the very 
ſame day of the Execution, ſhe did chide the Se- 
cretary for being ſo ſlowin advararg ber Com- 
mands, who as ſoon as he bad diſcovercd the affair, 
the evil Counſellours did purſue rhe expedition 
with incredible heat, for they ſent Beal, a Capital 
Enemy of the Catholicks, with letters dire&ted to 
certain Lords , in which, power was given them to 
proceed unto the Maſſacre , who immediately re. 
pairing to the Calle of Forheringhey, where the 
Queen was priſoner, they cauſed her to riſe 
from her bed, where the Indiſpoſition of her body 
had laid her, and baving read unto her their Com- 
miffion, they did adverriſe her, that ſhe muſt dy 
on the morning following. 
16. She received this without changing of her 
countenance, and faid : 


That 
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Her death 
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culous 
coruſtancy. 
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That ſbr did not think that the Deen, her Sifter, 
old bave brought it to that extremity , But ſince 
ſath was hey pleaſure death vas meſt agreeable to her, 
and that a Soul was wt worthy of celeſtial andeternal 


Joes, whoſe body could not endure the ſtroke of the 


Hang-man. For the reſt, ſhe appecled ts Heaven and 
Earth, who were the Witneſſes of her Innocence , ad- 
ding, that the exely Conſolation which ſhe recevved in a 
ſpeftacle ſo ignominions, was, that ſhe died for the Re- 
ligion of her Fathers, ſhe beſeeched God to increaſe 
ber conftancy to the mehſare of her affliitions, and to 
welcome the death ſhe was to ſuffer for the expiation 
of ber fins. | 
After ſhe ſpake theſe words , ſhe beſought the 
Commiſſioners to permit her to confer with her 
Confeſſour, which by a barbarous craelty was rc- 
fuſed, a cruelty which is not exerciſed on the worlt 
of all offenders, and in the place, for a Diretour 
of her conſctence, they gave her for her comforters 
the Biſhop and the Dean of Peterborough whom 
with herrour ſhe rejected, faying, That God 
ſhould be her Comforter. The Earl of Kext, who 
was one of the Commiſſioners, and moſt hot in the 
perſecution of her, told her : Toxr life will be the 
death, and yonr death will be the life of our Religion. 
Declaring in that ſufficiently the cauſe of her death , 
whereupon ſhe gave thanks to God, that ſhe was 
judged by her Enemies themſelves, to be judged 
an inſtrument capable to reſtore the antient Religi- 
on in Exgland. In this particular ſhe deſired, that 
the Proteftants had rather blamed her effets, then 
her deſigns. | 
. Aﬀer the Lords were retired, ſhe began to pro- 
vide for her laſtday, as if ſhe had deliberated on 
ſome voyage; and this ſhe did with ſo much deyoti- 
on, prudence and courage, thata Religious man, 
who hath had all bis Meditations on death for thir- 
ty years _—_— could not have performed it with 
greater Juſtice. And inthe firſt place, ſhe com- 
manded that ſupper ſhould be diſpatched, to adviſe 
of her affairs, and according to her cuſtom, ſupping 
very ſoberly, ſhe entertained herſelf on a good dit- 
courſe, with a marvellous tranquillity of mind. 
And amongſt other things, curning herſelf to Bur- 
Foy, her phyſitian, ſhe demanded of him, if he did 
not obſerve how great was the power of the Truth, 
ſeeing the ſentence of her death did import, thar 
ſhe was condemned for having conſpired againſt E- 
lizabeth, and the Earl of Kext did ſignify that ſhe 
died for the apprehenſion which they bad, that ſhe 
ſhould be the death of the falſe Religion, which 
would be rather her glory, then a puniſhment. _ 
Artthe end of ſupper, ſhe drank to all Servants 
with a grave and modeſt chearfulneſs on which they 
all kneeled down, and mingled fo many tears with 
their wine, that it was lamentable to behold. As 
ſoon as their ſobs had piven liberty to their words, 
they asked her pardon Pr not performing thoſe ſer- 
vices, which her Majeſty did merit;and ſhe (although 
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Queens and Ladies. MARY STUART, 
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© OD, ai With all bumility T am bound to believe, 
TI having permitted, that for the expiaticn of my 
fins, 1 ſhould caſt my ſelf into the Arms of this Dneen, 

wy Conſin, having endured for above tWenty years the 

aſſliftions of impriſoument, I am inthe end, by her, 

and her Eſtates condemned unto death. I have de 

manded that they ſhould reſtore the papers which they 
© bave taken frem me, the bitter to perfect my laſt will 
and Teftament; and that according to my deſire, my 
body ſhould be trayſported into your Kingdom, where 
Ihave had the Honour to be a © wern, your Sifter, and 
ancient Allie ,, but as my ſuſſcrings are without com- 
fort, ſo my requeſts are without anſwir. This day 
aſter dinner they ſignified unto me the” ſentence to be 
executed the next day about ſeven of the cleck in the 
morning, as the moſt gnilty offender in the werld. I 
Cannot give you the diſcourſe at large of what is paſſed, 
It ſtall pleaſe yorr MAajeFty to belicve my Phyſitian, 
and my ſervants, whome T conceive to be worthy of cre- 
dence. 1 am wholly diſpeſed nnto death, which in this 
Innocence I ſhall receive with as much miſpriſion, as 
T have attended it With paticuce. The Right, which 
my birth doth give me tothe realm of England,ayd the 
( atholick, Religion, are the cauſes of my Crndemmnati- 
on, although they diſguiſe them, as much as they arc 
able, by their Calumxics. They have then from me 
my Almoner, and deprived me of the conſolation of the 
o Sacrament, which I intewded at my death , preſſins me 

with all violence of importanity fo recerve the aſſiſt ance 

end the Dottrine of their Miniſters, but I will never 


A Letter 
anto Hen 
ry the 
Third, 


#0 any thing that ſhall be 1mw orthy of my Birth, or my 


Religion. Th:ſe, who hall conveigh uxto youths laſt 
febs of my life, ſhall aſſure you of my conſtancy. It 
remains that I beſeech you (fonce yon have alWpays pro- 


teſted to have loved me) to render to me the proofs of 


Jour charity , to pray to Goa for a miſt Chriſtian 
Dneen, who dieth a Catholick , as ſt hath lived, and 
to command , that ſome reward may be g190n tomy 
dear Servants, fer I depart this Werld, deprived of all 
worldly goods. As for my Sin, I ricommend him *to 
Jon as far as he ſhall deſerve, for I cannct anſwer for 
him. [I have aſſumed the boldneſs to ſend you two 
ſtones, which are very rare for health, which I wiſh 
you may finde perfect and happy in a leng life youu ſhall 


receive them from your moſt aſfetionate $1ſter-in- 


Law, who dicth in giving yen the laſt tcſttmonies of 


her heart. Ireommend avain my aeſclate Servants 
to you, aud If yorr majeſty ſhall beſtovWp on me, where- 
with to found @ little Covent, and alms requiſite to 
it for ſome who ſhall pray for me, you ſhall ſend my 
Soul xnto God, enriched with more merits. Thu 
1, beſeech you for the hawour of FeſnsChrift whim near 
unto mydeath 1 pray unto for you, in the qualit y 
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Your moſt aftecftionate 


ſhe was the beſtMiſftriſs that ever was under heaven) ;, 


deſired all the world to pardon her defe&ts. $he 
comforted them with an invincible courage , and 
commanded them torwipe away their tears, & to re- 
joyce, becauſe ſhe ſhonld now depart from an abyſs 
of miſery , and aſſured them, that fhe never would 
forget them, neither before God, nor men, 

After ſupper, ſhe worte three Letters, one to the 
King of Fraxce, one to the Duke of G=i/e, and the 
third, unto her Confeſſor. Behold, the Letter in 


Siſter-in-Law 
QUEEN MARY. 


[ am of opinion, that the T etter, which made its 
addreſs tothe Duke of Gziſe, was of the {3me ſub- 
ſtance, The Letter to her Confeſſour did import 
the Combats ſhe had ſuffered for Religion, an ihe 
Zeal, which did tranſport her ro die in the Cail:o- 


irs own terms, which ſhe wrote unto King Henry -, lick Faith, and that mot cruelly ſhe had beende. 


the Third, 


nied to _raake ber laſt will, or to have her body 
tranſported , or to bave permiſſion tg contels her 
Mmmmnmy2 
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in Genecal, as ſhe had intended to rehearſe them to priſe nothing againſt the = or of England, 7 
bim in particular. She deſired him to pray andto have committed nothing againſt the Realm of Scot- 
watch chat night in ſpirit with her, and to ſend her land, and I have alwayes loved the Kingdom of 
bis abſolution, and to _—_ unto her the France. God pardon thoſe that ds thirft after my 
prayers which he thoagat moſt proper for her blend, as the Hart panteth after the fonntain ef 
for that Night, and for the Morning following, waters, T how, O Lord,who art truth it ſelf, and 
adding , that if ſhe could ſee bim art the hour of ſonnae Ft the deepeſt ſecrets of my beart, thou deſt 
her ſuffering , ſhe would kneel down and take her kyoW how much 1 have deſired peace, and the U- 
leave of him, with a deſire of his Benediction. 10 niox of the two Realms of England a»d Scotland. 
This being done, ſhe took a Re-view of her Teſta. Her Royal heart growing tender on her Son , 
ment , and cauſed the Inventory of her Goods to on the conſideration of the cruelties and the per- 
be read, and wrote down the Names of thoſe, ro fecutions of the Catholick Church, and on the 
whom ſhe had beſtowed her Wardrope ; ſhe alſo  Indignities which moſt innocently ſhe ſuffered, her 
diſtributed mony to ſome with her owa hand, at- eyes poured down ſome tears of compaſſion , 
terwards being retired , ſhe ſpent the reſt of the which ſhe ſuddenly wiped away. - Then turning 
Night in Watching and prayer. Others affirm, to the Lords, ſhe deſired that her poor Servants 
that having ſaid her Prayers , ſhe threw herſelf might, after her death, be uſed with humanity , 
upon the Bed , and ſlept ſome hours very quietly, that they might be ſuffered to enjoy thoſe poor 
to make herſelf more ſtrong for the next days con- 29 Legacies which ſhe had given them in her Teſta- 
fit. Afterwards awaking , ſhe began to enter ment , that they might be ſuffered to aſſiſt her 
into an Agony ; and her naked Knees being hum- at her death, and afterwards be ſent ſafe into their 
bled on the Ground, ſhe did read that Paſſion, to QCountryes upon the publick faich. The Inbuma- 
encourage herſelf to her laſt combat, mingling al- nity of the Earl of Xext would not permit that 
moſt already her Tears and her Blood, withrhe her own Servants ſhould affiſt her, and ſaid, They 
Tears and Blood of her beſt Beloved : She paſſed would but ſerve to increaſe Gwuperſtition , bur ſhe 
many hours in Meditations , until ſhe had wearied replyed , Fear it not; theſe poor miſerable crea. 
two of her ſ-rvants, whom ſhe commanded to take tures deſire nothing more then to give me my laſt 
their reſt. Farewel, and 1 am confident that my ſiſter Eliza- 
Her laſt day, which was on the twenty eighth of ; q beth would not have refuſed me fo ſmal acourteſie, 
February , in the Year 1587. and on the cigh-* ſeeing the Honour of my ſex demandeth tha 
teenth of February according to. the Englih ac- my fervants ſhould be preſent. 1 am her near 
count , the Sun beginning to riſe, ſhedid puton Kkinſwoman, Grand-child to Hezry the cight , 
thoſe habiliments, which ſhe did nſuall wearon and Queen 'Dewager of Fraxce , beſides I bave 
Feſtival days, and having again aſſembled her Ser- received the Union of Queen of Scotland, if 
vants, ſhe cauſed her Teſtament to be red unto you will not grant this courtefie to one of my qua- 
them , and deſired them to take in good part the lity , let me have it at leaſt for the tenderneſs of 
ſmall Legacies which ſhe had given them , becauſe rhe heart of men. On this conſideration five or 
the condition of her Eſtate did not permit her to fix of her ordinary Servants , were permitted to 
bequeath them greater. She gave them, all her 40 accompany ber to the place of Execution, to which 
laſt Farewell , exborting them to the fear and love ſhe now was going. 


of their Creatour , 10 the preſervation of their Re» This divine Queen, whom France had ſeen to 
ligion , and of concord amongſt themſelves, and walk in ſuch ſtate and Triumph at the pomp of her 
deſired them to pray for the fafery of her poor Soul, marriage, 'when ſhe was followed with all the glo- . 


In the end ſhe kiſſed -all the women, and permitted ry of that Kingdom, doth now alas go with this 
all the men to kiſs her hand. The Hall was filled poor train to render her neck unto the Hangman. 
with Cries, and Lamentations, and Sighs, and She came into the Hall hung round about with 
Sobs, and followed almoft with an inundation of blacks,and aſcended the Scaffold, which was cover- 
Tears, which they could not wipe away, Bntas ed with the ſamelivery,to accompliſh this laſt A& 
ſhe had all her thought advanced ip Heaven , ſhe 5 of her long Tragedy, What eyes of furies were 
retired herſelf again into her ortihy, where ſhe not firuck blind at the aſpeR of this face, in which 


continued a long time, imploring the Grace of the dying Graces did ſhoot for the laſt light of | 


God with Sighs , and with the Groanings of a their ſhining Glories. 


Dove, until that Thomas Andrews Lieuterant-of As ſoon as ſhe was fate in a chair prepared for 
that County , did ſignifie unto her that it was time that purpoſe, one Beal did read the Command , 
to come forth, and the outrageous Sentence of her death , which 


She ſudden'y"obry:d bim , and came forth ina he heard very peaceably, ſuppreſfing all the ſtrug- 
poſture full of Majeſty , and witha joyful Countc= glings of Nature, to abandon her ſelf ro Grace in 
nance. Her habit was moſt modeſt, her head was theimitation of her Saviour. Arlaſt Fletcher, the 
covered with a veyl, which h:n# down beneath her 60 Dean of Peterberongh,one of her evil Counſellours 
ſhonlders , She had « Chaplet at her Girdle , andas did preſent himſelt before her, and made a Pe- 
Ivory Crucifix in her hand. The Commiſſioners re- @dantical Diſcourſe, on the life paſſed , the life 
ceived her in the Gallery, where they did attend preſent, and the life to come, undertaking,, accor- 


her. ' Aud Melvin her Steward dia preſent himſelf cing to his power, to pervert her in this ber laſt con- _ 
fi. This was the moſt ſenſible to her of all-her 


before her, and weeping fell on his knees to ttuderſfland | 
ber laſt commands. | | afflictions,at the laſt minute of her life to hear the 

weep not , ſhe ſaid, but rather rejeyse, for this ſtudied ſpeech of an impertinent and audacious 
day you foal! ſee Mary Stuart delivered from aff key Miniſter , wherefore ſhe oftentimes interrupted 
ſorrows. I conjure you to acquaint my Soy , that | him, and beſought him not to importune her , 


bave always lived , and do dit in the Cathlisk, Reli- ,o aſſuring bim, that ſhe was confirmed in the faith of 


gion, andthat I do exhort him with all my heart to*© the ancient Catholick and Rewan Church , and 
preſerve the Faith of bis Anceſtours , to love Fuſtice was ready to ſhed her laſt bloud for it, Nevertheleſs 
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ſelf In defe& whereof ſhe doth confeſs her ſins and to maintdin bu [5-5 in peace., and to enter 


this 


$4 az 
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thence. 
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with his Remonftrances,unto the ſhades of Death. 


She looked round abour the Hall, if ſhe could 


diſco ver her Confeſfor, to demand of him the ab. 
ſolution of her ſins, but he was ſo buſje that he 


- could not be found. A poor Maid belonging to 


her, having thruſt her ſelf with all her force into 


. the Croud, as ſoon as ſhe was got through them, 


and beheld her Miſtriſs berween two Hang-men,did 


- Queens and Latties, MARY STUART, 
this infamous DoRour did not ceaſe to perſecute her 


neck and throat, more white then Alabaſter, & too 
much alas diſcovered for ſo lamentable a SubjeR. 
This being done, ſhe ſigned her own Attendants 
with the {1gn of Croſs, kiſſing them, 8 with a ſhort 
ſmile,did bid them farewel,to ſhew,that ſhe dicd as 
comfortably as conſtantly , making no more reſi- 
ſtance , then the flower doth againſt the band that 
doth gather ir. 


Thoſe poor creatures did weep moſt bitterly , 8 


break forth intoa- loud cry; which troubled thoſe 10 with their fghs and ſobs could have cleaved the 


who were about the Queen to aſſiſt her. Bar the 
Queen, who had. a ſpirit preſent on all occaſions, 
made a ſign unto her with her hand, that ſhe ſhould 
hold her peace, if ſhe had not a mind to be forced 
The Lords then made a ſemblance as if 
they would pray for her, but ſhe thanked them 
heartily for their good will, ſaying , that it would 
be rakenas a crime to communicate in prayers 


with them. Then turning to the multitude , who 


rocks, when the Queen reproved them, faying: Nay, 


- what do you mean? Have I anſwered for your conſtancy, 


& that your grief ſhould xot be impurtunate.and do you 


ſuffer your ſelves to be thus tranſported with lament a» 


tion when ] am going to exchange atemporal Kingdom, 


full of miſery , for an everlaſting Empire, filled with 
felicity? 


It was diſcovered that ſhe had a Croſs about her 
of great value;which ſhe intended to have beſtowed 


were about three hundred perſons, ſhe thus ex- 20 on one of her neereſt friends, promiſing the Fxecu. 


preſſed her {clf. . 

It is a new ipeftacle , to behold a Queen brought 
to dy wpon a Scaffold. JT have mot learned to un- 
dreſs, to unveil my ſelf, and to put off the Royal Or- 
waments in ſo great 4 Company , and to have two 
Hang-men in the place of the Grooms of my Chamber. 
But we muſt ſubmit to what heaven u pleaſed to have 
dexe, and obey the Decrees of the Divine Providence. 

I proteſt before the face of the living God, that 


tioner to recompenſe him ſome other way, bur this 
enemy of the Croſs did force it from her,to ſatisfy 
his avarice. And as ſhe had her eyes blinded,and was 
applying her ſelf to che block, ſhe began the Pſalm 
In te Demine Rs In thee, Lord, havel hoped : 
and amongſt thoſe ſacred words, [x mans txas,into 
thy hands; which ſhe again and again , and divers 
times repeated : the Executioner trembling , anfl 
indiſpoſed, made one ſtroke with his Ax,and inſtead 


IT never attempted againſt the Life or E#tate ef my 30 Of her neck, the Ax fell higher, and cutting off ſome 


Confin, neither have 1 committed any thing worthy 
of this uſage. If it be imputed to my Religion , [ 
efteem my ſelf meft happy to ſhed even the laſt drop 
of my life for it. I put all my confidence in him, whom 
T fee repreſented on this (roſs, Which I bold in my 
hand, and I promiſe and aſſure my ſelf, that this 
temporal Death ſuffered for his Name, ſhall be a be. 


Jinning to me of Eternal life, with the Angels and 


moſt happy Sonls, who ſhall receive my bloud, axd 


part of her Coyf,it made a grievous wourd on the 
hinder part of her head, whereupon readily diſpatch- 
ing two ſtrokes more,the Executioner took up the 
head from the body and ſhewed it openly, all pale, 
and bloudy,asit was, yet ſtill carrying in her eclip- 
ſed eyes the attractives of that brave Soul , which 
now did ceaſe to animate her body.and with a hor- 
rible voice he pronounced, Long live Qxecrn Eliza- 
beth, and ſo let the enemies of the Goſpel periſh, which 


repreſent it before the face of God, in the remiſſion of 40 words the Dean repeated, and the Earl of Kent ap- 


all my Offences. 
There was now a floud in every ey,and amongſt 


all her Enemies , there were not above four who 
were able to contain their tears. The Hang.man 
clothed in black velvet; fell down on his knees, and 
did demand her pardon , which ſhe moſt willingly 
granted,and not to him onely,burt to all her perle. 
cutours. 

After theſe words , ſhe kneeled down her ſelf , 


praying aloud in Lati»,and invoked the moſt holy 50 it was locked up. 
Mother of Cod, and the triumphant Company of 


Saints to aſtiſt her, - She repeated her moſt feryent 
prayers for the Church,for herKingdom,for France, 
for her ſon,for her cruel murtherers , for Fxgland, 
for her Judges , and for her Executioner, recom- 
mending into the hands of the Saviour of the world 
her ſpirit , purified as well by love,as by affliction. 
The laſt words of her Prayers were theſe , As thy 
arms, Lord Feſns,were ſtretched forth ox the Croſs, fo 


plauded, when all the world beſides them were in 
tears, 

The bloud was colleRed in filver Baſons, and the 
Corps was laid forth on the <caffold. Her poor 
Maids drew near unto her,deſiring that they might 
be permitted to diveſt her,, and to bury her with 
their own hands. But the furious Earl did drive 
them out of the Hall,and cauſed the ſacred body to 
be carryed intoa Chamber of 'the Caſtle, where 
He alſo ordered, that the 
Cloath and Boards ſhould be burnt, that were 
purpled with the bloud of this Martyr, as if 
there were any element in the world that was 
able to take away fo celeſtial a tintare, Theſe two 
Virgins did not ceaſe to follow with their eyes the 
body of their Miſtriſs , looking upon her as well. 
as they could , through the cletts of the door , 
as ſhe ſtill lay bloudy, and bur half covered. 
They waitcd there like two AMagdalens. at the 


receive me into the ftretched forth arms of thy mercy. 60 Sepulcher,until ſuch time as ſhe was interred in the 


She unceſlantly kiſſed a Crucifix which ſhe had in 
her hand, whereat,one that ſtood by, being offended 
ac the honour which ſhe gave unto the Croſs, told 
her, Thar ſhe ſhould carry it in her heart, ro whom 
ſhe ſuddenly made anſwer, Both in my heart, and in 
»my hand. After this ſhe diſpoſed her ſelt ro the 
Block, The Executioner would have taken off her 
Gown, but ſhe repelled him,and deſired, that that 
office might be performed for her by her own maids 


Cathedral Church of Peterborozgh , where all the 
beſt ſort of men,as long as it was allowed, did repair 
to let fall their tears,and lay forth their &ghs, upon 
her Tomb. The news being brought to Longen , all 
the bells did ring for joy,to convey the ridings of 
it to cruel Elizabeth, whodid coneeal her ſelf, rather 
for ſhame then grief , although ſhe counterfeited 
to be extremely touched for the Death of her kins- 
woman, And in effects ſhe oftcn felt the remorſe of 


who approched to her,to prepare her for the troke 70 Conſcience,and had horrible Dreams, which did 
of death. And ſhe her ſe]f did accommodate them make her to cry out in the night , and to wake her 


nit, as diligently as ſhe could, and laid open her 


Maids of Honour with ber affrights, 
17, A3 
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$44 THE HOLY COMNERSETS Parts, 
17. As long as Truth, or Virtue, or Men her Js $us, her wounded Jx Sus , her Jszu$ | 
ſhall continue upon the Earth , that Wound ſhall cructficd for her, * 
bleed ; as long as there ſhall be Ey cs or Tears in | . b, £E £ < 
this Vale of miſeric, there ſhall be Tears Diſtill- OT CAT JE the world , who 
| g more then Churches and 
ed on theſe Royal Afſhes ; and the Piety of the 0.104 Altars, to live twenty years as it 
living , ſhall never ceaſe with full hands to ſtrew . , wax pe , Wit - 
VINg , 1 Rof, her Tomb, W<*> without a Church, without a 7riceit, and 
Lilies we Violets an bf 9 p + ages: 1 without an Altar, to make in her ſelfa Temple . 
JHEATY , WOE Heaven c vp ry % bb. th of her Body, an Altar of her Heart, and a Sacrifice 
mence an o_ , 7 Fn ri o we ©  Ofher Blood, nay, whatſhall 1 fay, ina Death ſo a- 
ſhall be bronghe b -05jg - 1 halt daily b 3 ae” Tov 19 bandoned, to be her ſelf the Altar , to be her ſelf 
are reaſonable Series , 'f a c any ba C c he the Prieſt, and her ſelf the Sacrifice? What Virgin 
ned , without — er MIery , DECauic He ith ſeen the twentieth year of her Coptivity ? 
put ko end to ber injul rh | What Martyr hath fan&tified ſo many priſons? 
It ſcemeth that God did expreſly give her a long Who hath ever made experience of fo many Deachs 
Life, as tO Cain, tO Herod , tO Tiberins, and 0- in one ? Who hath ever ſeen Death to come with 2 
ther 2 yqpy bon oy up the meaſure y _ — more willing out LAX Au = hach —_— : ms 
to poſllcls a Bloody Scepter among!t Jeatouties, Ait- A greater Joy : Oo hath managed it with wiſ- 
frights, and Deli. and to 7-4 her Hell alive, dom? And who hath accompliſhed it with greater 
when at [alt , coy to ———— - A otoY ar = —_— 0 _ _ an the 
and flighted by her own creatures, ſhe would olten ©” Wings of Triumph and Renown, doth paſs through 
complain, that all the world did abandon her, and _ Sea and Land, is an objet of Veneration 'to the 
that ſhe had not oneleft, in whom ſhe might re- . people , and of Ornament unto Heaven, where 
_ pan yp wn =. RESYEE her == _— EE 7 Samar. doth rejoyce in the plea 
ath dried up her Root on Earth,and made fures of eternal happinels. 
ber die childleſs : He hath placed on her Throne the Look down fair Soul, and beh »1d your Iſlands 
blood of Mary, who at this day doth Hold the and yeur Realms, with thoſe Eys enl:ghcned with 
Crown of England and of Scotland. the Beams of the } ace of God. Confider the waves 


Great G OD, if it be permitted to' enter into of the Ocean, "44 moe oy Fn. the Memory 
the Cloud of thy great Myſteries, and the Secrets Lot your _ to \ Te you of a Earth , ParCon 
which thou haſt concealed from our Eyes , !s it your SubjeRs, and waſh away the ſtain, which the 
not from this blood we ſhall ſee one day a Lower . effuſion of that generous blood hath made, ſince you 
to ariſe, the moſt Illuſtrious of the Doſteriry bad rather be a Meſſenger ot Reconciliation, then 
who between his Hands ſhall bring forth the Gol- *9 Þ* *e bearer of. Vengeance. 


den age, who ſhall! make the Antient Piety to tri- O Great and Illuſtrious Zritayy , Is it poſſible 
umph , and on his Royal Shoulders ſhall carry it _ that this blood hath yet wrought nothing on the 
even into the Throne of Glory , who ſhall render hardneſs of thy heart , and chat thou doit {till de. 
Divine Honour to the Aſhes of his Mother , and light, by force of Arms, to {ight againſt heaven, to 
about her Tomb ſhall make the Cypreſs Trees to oppoſe thy own ſafety, ard to ſhut the gate againſt 
grow , that ſhall advance urto the Stars her Ho- , , thy own bappineſs? Where is that glory of thy 
noured Name , which they ſhall wear Engrayed Chriſtianiſm , "Which hercrotore did make thee to 
On their Leaves? +» "ow be lookt upon, as on alandof Benediction, which 
Elizabeth (hall then be but a Spe&er of Hor- opened her liberal breaſts, to give ſo many Do. 
rour , and her Pernicious Counſellers ſhall appear Rours to Exrepe , ſo many Lights of Learning to 
round about her, as the pale Shades in the center of the Church , ſo many Examples of Picty to all 
Darkneſs. Chriſtendom, and ſo many Corffeſſours unto Para- 
| diſe? Thy Kings, by a Pious violence, have forced 

nnd _ _ go wal their way toHeaven,ard their people have followed 
hath dishonoured with fo ant oy a a > foot-ſteps. There was nothing ſpoken of 
tes. ike FT. AN POINT T8 thee , , but obedience to the Church ot Rewe , of 
vidence hath been a Step-mother, and that ſhe hath beings, Of FEgnnR, = Py.o On, of Vir- 
uſed you with too much rigour ard violence. She Gn : Crow 7 4 Fs "vg : 3 Mack ry Luſt 
bath cauſed you to enter in a Garden, covered with and-Rebe! _ "OO. OR ES Adyls, 
Palms and Laurels, which you have dads hath ſeized on alice foul of a miſerable King, thou 
our Tears. manured with your afflitions, eno- haſt ſallied thy perfeRion, thou baſt deſtroyed thy 
bled with your Combats, and honoured with your SanQuary , -the lamentable Reliques whereof , 
Blood. She hath mounted you on a Scaffold, where VT- 0 ip os over all tae world , and the ſacred 
you have ated the Jaſt and moſt Glorious Tragedy, ©2050 OY L => ET ES” amongit the Na- 
that was ever repreſented in the world by your tions, dd attend the Gay of the Juſtice of God, and 
Sex, Orin your condition. The Angels (O Divine ©© the Re-union of the bearts of thy people,in the per- 
Princeſs} from the portals of Heaven did withad- formance ol Ng lervice. Whar 5 thou one 
miration contemplate your Combat , they encou- with the Cradle ol Cates and 08 Saint Hele. 
raged your Conftancy , they ſans your Praiſes na, who bande with t 74 tO Bive Laws un- 
and with emulation t ey prepared for you your a to all Chriſten om? OOF aſt Fon done with 
verlaſting Crowns. | thoſe precious Stones which compoſed that Diadem, 


a9 X the Beams whereof did ſparkle with admiration 
The heart of a Woman apainſt an hundred Leo- in the Eyes of all the peoplein the world ? Re- 


pafds :-The heart of -a Diamond againſt a thouſand turn, O Shunemite ,, return: Return, fair 
Hammers, which never turned for all their violence, 1ſland, to thy firſt beginning, the hand of God 
which never could be tempted with the glitterings 79 is not ſhortned, his Arms all day are ſtretched forth 
of Honour, which always did temper with Gall the © to receive thee. If theinfulent bands of Herefie 
moſt delicious contentnients of this life, to follow have made them bars , which have been planted 


for 


Kis birth 
and Edu- 
cation. 
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for ſo many years; do not think'bar the hands of crue 
will tear away the diſorders, which prote&t 
ſelves in the night of fo. corrupted an Age. 
Feignnot to thy —_ horrours, and over- 
throwings of Eſtates by the Inquifictons and Thun- 
ders of Rowe, The beams of the Sun will make the 
Manna to melt, which no power can deſtroy. The 
blood of this immortal Queen, ſhall break the Dia- 
mond in pieces, & one day work thoſe great effects, 


which we our ſelves cannot believe, nor our poſte» x © and Royal in her Courage. 


rity ſufficiently admire. 

It is in your veins,moſt mighty Monarch of Great 
Britaiz, where till her blood doth run. That cruel 
Axe which made three Crowns to fall with one 
head, hath nor yet poureditall our it doth preſerve 
it ſeltin your body, andin the body of your Poſte- 
rity, ammated with the, Spirt of _—_ , and im- 
printed with theimage ofher goodneſs. Jr is ſhe 
who hath givenyou ſo temperate a Spirit, ſuch at- 


CARDINAL POOL 


as a continual Sacrifice of the Antients, whoſe offer- 
ings that were preſented, had no gall at all in them, 
The Queen of Scotland, your Grand- mother who 
was given unto France,and Fraxce hath rendred you 
a Princeſs according to the heart of God and ac+ 
cording to your own heart, a Bloſſom of our Li- 
lies, the Daughter of a King, the Siſter of a King, 
the Wife of a King, Royalin her blood, Reyal in 
her Religion, Royal in her Piery, in her Prudence; 
She enters 1nto your 
cares, ſhe partakes of your troubles, She conſpires 
with your Deſigns, her ſpirit turneth unto yours,and 
yours continually is ready to meet with hers, ' hey 
aretwo clockes excellz rt ordered, which a every 
hour -of the Day do = 2 one another, 

Great Majeſties of Britaine, carry the ſame yoak 
in the ſervice of God, and the piety of your Ance- 
fours, and as you have but one heart, maintain alſo 
but one Religion, Eſtabliſh rhat which your 


traQtive inclinations, ſach royal Virtues, and ſo tri- ,, Grand-mother of everlaſting memory, hach pra- 
umphant a Majeſty , It is ſhe who uniteth you with Giiſed by her Virtues, demonſtrated by her Fxam- 


the Queen, your dear Spouſe, with a will fo cordial 


and with a love fo perfet,and makes your marriage 


ples, honoured by her Conſtancy, and ſealed with 
her Blood, 


CARDINAL. POOL 


BF - 


Ext unto Boetics, Iwill inſert Cardinal 
MN Peol,one of the moſt excellent Men of the 
Age before ns , who being chict of rhe 
Council in the Realm of Exgl-nd, under Queen 
Mary, did know ſo well to marry the Intereſts of 
State, tothe Intereſts of God ; that rendring him- 
ſelf the Reſtorer of Religion, he repaired the Ru- 
ins of the Kingdom, which were fallen into a hor- 
rible deſolation. 


—— —————— 


835 


In his moſt tender age, he teſtified a Divine Attra- ris love 
ion, which made him to eſchew all commerce of ® (911tu4s 


company, and ſecretly did inſpire him with che love 
of Solitude. He did delight in the Country lite, 
where the pureneſs of theAir,the aſpeR of the Stars, 
the ennammel of the Meadows, the covert of the 
Woods, the veins of the Waters, and other objects, 
did prepare him as many Degrees to mount upto 
God, as he d1d there behold Beauties inthe diſco- 


His Birch moſt high and illuſtrious, made him a 10 vered breaſts of Nature, 


near Kinſman to the King oi Great Britain as well 
by the Father's fide, as by che Mother's, Has ſpiric 
did equal his Vobility , but his Virtue did exceed 
them both, and proved him to b: the wiſeft and the 
moſt mod-rate perſon in all che Clergy. The care 
of his goed-Mother, did with great advantage im- 
prove his more innocent and tender years, and 
omitted nothing that migli: either enlighten his un- 
derſtanding in the knowledg of learning, or inflame 


his heart with a generous heat aſter gallant ations. 20 Onthe approach of the twentieth year of his age 


It was for this, that he made his firſt ſtudies near 
unto the Houſe of the reverend Fathers ofrhe Char- 
thers, whoſe converſation he loved more then all the 
pleaſures in-the world , which occaſioned a certain 
rintuare of Devorion, and of probitic to p.{s into 
his manners, which continued with lum all his life, 
From thence he removed co the Univerſities in F yg- 
land, where he gave moſt admirable proofes of his 
Capacity. 


» His Tca- 
E yels. 


THE HOLY 
he travelledinto 7raly,where he beheld the wonders 
of Reme, and had a taſte of the rareſt ſpirits in that 
Age, ſome whereof did afterwards live wich him, 


and did much conduce to fill his ſpirit with the 
beight of learning, which made him to be admired 


Ve « 8 .. a6 6 
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fajn which cant Be waſocd, avay, but by the. ef+ 

+ of tht bloyd. of all_your Realms Tour / 
Jeffty hth. ſacrificed bothrits Scepter and its Pen, : 
- the obrdience which it hath rexdred to the boly Sea, 
, and'by the Bock which, it hath made in the Defence 'of 
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Kis return 


by all, and the rather, becauſe it no way diminiſhed 

the holy heats of his Devotion. | 
Having travelled into forein Countryes, for the 

ſpace of five years, he returned into Exg/and,where 


the Church; Cannot it honefty caſt «ff thoſe Laws, 
which it hath authorized by a publick, Teſtimony ? 
What will your preple ſay, whe have ſo juſt an ap- 
prebeuſion of Religion? What will forein Prin- 


he was looked upon as a man. flid down. from Hea. xoces ſay, who have conceived ſo bigh au Opinion of 


ven, whoſe excellent Qualities did promiſe him the 
fullneſs of glory. 
Bur he ſuddenly obſerved the A fairs of the King- 


to Englard dom to be greatly perplexed, by reaſon of the hor- 


The Com- 
bar in his 
ſpirir, 


He took 
pa:t with 
God, 


rible Divorce, which Henry the Eight reſolved on, 
who endeavoured at once to ſeparate himſelf from 
his wife, and from the Church of God. He much 
deſired, that Poe! who was famous for knowledge 
and integrity, ſhould approve his intention, ro 
the end that finding no affiſtance from Truth, he 
might beg ſome apparence from the opinions of 
men. 

This was no ſmall temptation to this young Pre- 
late, who was not altogether ſo auſtere as to diftalt 
all honour of preferment , nor 6 hircle verſed in 
Court, as not to look on the King, as the Original 
from whence it lowed. Hen long time conſulted 
with himſelf to finde a mean, which might make his 
conſcience to accord with the will of the King. His 


your Merit * Thoſe who do connſel you to that Di- 


vorce, are the miſt Capital Enemies of your glory, 
who do draw wpin you the indignation of Grd , the 
cenſure of the Sovereign Prieft, the Arms of a great 
Eſtate, Who being «ff ended at this affront, will conjure 
your raine, + 

T hat which hath arovey you to: it, 1s onely a paſ 
fion of yomh, Which onght to be moderated, it 6 
bad Counſel, from which you ſhould ritire your 


2oſelf, it ts a miſchief, Which you ſhould labogr to 


avoid. In thu caſe, the Advice which doth leaff 
pleaſe you, will be the beſt. The precipitation of 


ſo hazardous an AR, can bring nothing but re- 
' pentance. 


This ] ſpeak, #ntos your Majeſty, be- 
ing driven te it by the fervent zeal Which 1 have 
nnto the ſafety of its Soul, and by the tender re- 
ſpelt which I have alwayes borne to your Royal Pey 
ſon. - 1 muſt beſeech ut, that 1 may not be ſurpri- 
ztd in ſo important an aff air, as this Afarriave is, 


integrity which was to him as another Birth, did 30 #Þich had bis Ordinarice in heaven, and its happineſſe 


diſpute in his heart with the Intereſt of his Fortune, 
and he ſought after the means to temper them into 
one. Oneday he thought he had found it,” and ad- 


unto the King, which was an advice more pleaſing 
then juſt, and he had then a care that the liberty of 
his words, ſhould not hinder the pretences to his 
dignity. 

in his 


O who is he that is able to counſel a by 


paſſion : If you alledge unto him too muc 
{tice, you hazard your Fortune, If yon compl 
unto him with too much Gentleneſs, you do betray 
your heart, The words of a Prince are the furnace 
which doth prove you,where you may behold fome 
to burn andto conſume away like ſtraw, and others 
co come forth purified like Gold, 

The ſpirigot God did ſeize on the heart and the 
tongue of this wiſe Counſellour, he forgot all the 
wortdly and flattering reaſons he had prepared, to 
open onely his eyes unto the Truth, 

How Sir, ( ſaid he unto the King ) to labonr 4 dj- 
Vorce from Dueew Katharine, after ſo many Jears 
of. your Marriage , who hath brought you iſſue to 


+ in accomodating 
dreſſed himſelf co the Court, to expoſe his advice "+ finently entred into the poſſeſſion of t 


50 Deſpair of all Remedy. 


on earth. 
This was hotly == by a Man, who faw that 
is humour to the King, he incon- 
e richeſt be- 
nefits of the Kingdom, and that crofling his defign, 
he expoſed his Liberty, his Eſtate, hislife co moſt 
apparent danger, 'Neverthelefſe, he had the con- 
ſtancy to make him this grave Remonſtrance, with- 
ont following the Exatnple of thoſe, which flatter 


of Ju- 4oallevil ations, and make Divinity to ſpeak thar, 


which the intereſt of their Fortunes doth ſuggeſt un. 
to them. 


Henry the Eight was no way ſoftned at this fo yy tu 


grave an Oration , but on the contrary, he had a £#: 
grown 
mote hat- 


put him ro death, which had been put in Execution, dened- 


moſt earneſt defire to arreſt his Couſin Pool, and to 


if the hand of God had not. withbeld rhe blow. 

He very well obſerved, that the heart of the King 
was empoyſoned with luſt and choler, even to the 
Wherefore not long after, 
finding his opportunity he asked leave of the King 
under ſome pretence to go out of the Kingdom, and 
did abandon himſelf to a willing bantſhment, be. 


cauſe he would nor offend his conſcience. He came 7 b#- 
into France, and ſtayed ſometime in A:ignnn, from ting 


thence he traveled to Padxa,and from Padra to Yee 


ſucceed you in the Crown. Jt 15 true, that be was 
given a Spenſe to your elder Brother, but he dyed in 
* bis yewth before his Marriage was conſummated. 


And you have efpouſed the Ducen in the face of 
the Church, with a Diſpenſation as anthentical as 
the Pope could give, and which he granted, with your 


conſent, at the requeſt of the King your Father of 6g 


glericus Memory, And ſince your Majeſty hath 
had a ſecret Reprgnance , cauſed by a reffef to 
him, to mhom you owe your Birth, that can bring 
wo prejudice to the publick Faith, nor to the conſum- 
mation of a Marriage followed by ſuch fruits and Be- 
nediftions, as ordinarily do attend that mntnal com- 
WMEYCEs» T 

Alas Sir , Tour Majeſty bath conſecrated its 
Reign by ſo many Royal Virtues, aud Excellent Ex- 


nice, where he was acknowledged and eſteemed for 
one of the chiefeſt men of Chriſtendom ,and renown- 
ed for excellent qualities. 

In the end, God being pleaſed to demonſtrate 


nours are not onely for them whoby a politick ſup- 
pleneſs do accommodate themſelves unto the times 
and the luſts of great men, ftirredup the ſpirit of 
Paul the Third, a great lover of learned men, who 
made him Cardinal, with approbation ot all the 
world. So that forſaking a Biſhoprick in Exg!azd, 
for the ſatisfying of his conſcience, and the defence 
of the truth, he obtained by bis merit ſo high a place 


amples, which have acquired yet the Love aud Ad- 7O of Eminence in the Church, which all the Crimes 


miration of Chriſtendom, Will it now eclipſe ſo pare 
a Life, and ſo Triumphant a Reputatien, by a 


ofa conſcience proftituted to evils, could never pro- 
cure unto them, 
Henry 


that there is nothing loſt in ſerving him, and that ho- ek vor 
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Heyy who hadatreddy declared war-againt God 
and all his Saints by bis divorce , was inflamed with 
choler by reaſon of the retreat and the promotion 
of this holy man, cauſing him to be proſcribed gver 
all England, 
ro him who ſhould bring him to him , and having 
underſtood that the Pop: had made him his Dele= 
gate into Frexce and Flanders, bedid importune the 


. French King, by all manner of ſolicitation to deli- 


yer bim into his hands. But the brave Prince, al- 
though it was dire&tly againſt his Intereſt, would do 
nothing that was againſt his generous mind, and re. 
ceived the Cardinal with all courteſie and fidelity, 
becauſe he would not offend the Pope; howſoever 
he would not ſuffer him to continue long in Fraxce, 
becauſe he wonld not exaſperate the King of Zng- 
land, for he had great uſe of his aftiſtance in the war 
which he made againſt the Emperour. 

Pool was then conſtrained to repair to Flanders, 
where he was charitably recciyed by Cardinal ZE ve- 
rard, Biſhop of Cambray , and he continued there 
ſometimes, attending the diſpoſition of the Pope. 


and promiling fifry thouſand Crowns . 


RDINAL POOL, 
_ and Humane , which might move them to an Ac- 
" cord for the Glory of God, for the glory of their 


own Monarchies, and for the ſafety of their people, 
But as he found inthe ear of Hevry the Eighth a 


Devil of luſt, which obſtructed all the force of rea- 


ſon which-was preſented to him to divert his paſ- 
ſion; ſo he found inthe ſpirit of theſe two Monarchs 
a horrible jealoufic of Eſtate, which Ropped all en- 
trance to his ſaving Counſels. The time was not 


10 Fer come, and it was to row againſt the wind and 


tide, to preſs that buſineſs any turiher, He was con- 
ſtrained to return to Rome where the Pope gave him 
Commillion to go to Wittexbergh, where he con- 
tinued certain years, delighting inthe fruits of a 
ſweet tranquillity. 

Inthe end, the Conncil of Text being already 
aſlembled to extirpate Hereſies, and remedy the 
diſorders, with which its venomous Centagion h2d 
infe&ted the breſt of Chriſtendom, he was choſen to 


20 be preſident thereof, which place for ſome time he 


executed, to the admiration of his knowledge, and 
the univerſal approbation of his zeal, 


But Heyry anderſtanding that he was retired into 
that Province, did again kindle his coals, and that 
in ſo violent a heat, chat he promiſed the Flemings 


But when Pan/ the Third , baving exceeded the ye is con: 


age of fourſcore years , did pay the tribute com- ficered on 
mon to the condition of the living, he was obliged 2 ** 2*e* 


to entertain ſour thouſand men in pay for ten 
Months in fayeur of the Emperour againſt the 
French, if they would abandon the Cardinal to his 
diſcretion, Howſoever , he found none that would 


to return to Rowe, where all the world did caſt their 
eys on him to make him the head ofthe Church, All 
things ſeemed to conſpire to his eleRion, his age, his 
bloud, his virtue, his knowledge, his great experi- 


favour his violence, which did ſo incenſe him , that 30 ence in Aﬀairs, rhe general aficQion of all , which 


he cauſed the Counteſs of Salzsbury to be arreſted. 
She was Mother to the Cardinal, and Daughter to 
the Duke of Clarence, Brother to Edward the 
Fourth. She was accuſed for baving received a Let- 
ter from her Son, and for having worn about her 
neck the figure of the five wounds of our Saviour, 
on which he commanded that a Proceſs ſhould pro- 
ceed againſt her, which was performed according- 
ly; and the perverſe and abominable Judges, who 


did paſs almoſt ro veneration, It wes only himſclf 
that reſiſted his own Fortune, becauſe he would not 
aſſiſt himſelf, and permitted nothing of a ſubmit; 
ſoftneſs, to over-eR his generoſity , neither in thar 
nature would he be a Suppliant , although ic were 
for the chicfeſt Miter in < world, The Nepheyys 
of Paxl the Third!, who as yet poſſeſſed the moſt 
high Authority of Afﬀairs, conſidering the faithful- 
nels of the great ſervices which he had rendred their 


made all their proceedings to'comply with the mer- zo Uncle, did perſwade him with importunity to this 


cileſs fury of their Prince,did condemn her to death 
and cauſed her head to becut off upon a ccaffold , 
where ſhe gave incomparable demonſtrations of her 
piety and conſtancy. Her dear Son, who did love 
and reſpect her with all the tenderneſs of affetion, 
was extremely afflicted at it,and could find no com- 
fort but in the order of God's providence, and if 


the glory of her death which was pretious before 
God. 


chief Biſhoprick of the world. And as the Ceoxclave 
was aſſembied, and the Deciſion of the great buſi- 


neſs did approach unto maturity; they came at T 


night into his Chamber to ſpeak with him concern» 
ing his promotion,and to offer themſelves to his ſer. 
vice to prefer nanto him that Sovercign Dignity : 
But he ſhewed fo little complacence to their dif- 
courſe,that in ſtead of making endearments ard ſub. 
miflions, of which they who pretend to honour, are 


After this the Legate was called back to Reme , 5oAlways exceſſively prodigal, he made anſwer to 


and after he had informed Paxl the Third of the mi- 
ſery of the people of Chriſtradom, who inceſſantly 
groaned under the calamity of war , kindled be- 
twixt the two principal Crowns, he did contribute 
the uttermoſt of his endeavour to provide a reme- 
dy for it. 

This good Pepe was courteous, liberal, magnifi- 
cent,well verſed in Letters,and above all.a great lo. 
ver of Aſtrology. It ſeemeth that the Harmony of 


them : That God was the Goaof light, "and that the 
aff air Which they came abont, onoht net to be treated 
on in darkneſs. 

That one word did rebate the edge of their ſpi- 
rits, and on the morning following, the good For- 
tune, which for two Men:hs together did look di- 
rely on Cardinal Poe, did lack its foot at the diſ- 
miſlion of the Nephew Cardinals, and 7alins the 
Third was choſen Pope, a perſon of much renown, 


Celeſtial bodies, with which his ſpirit was ſo deli- 60 and a great Lawyer, 


Peel his Competitour , well underftanding that ye reticerh 
it was not expedient to reſide under the eys of a Po. again ino 


cately tranſported, did rouch his Soul with a deſire 
ro make a like harmony on earth. He was paſſionate 


for the peace of Chriſtian Princes, and :as he well 


underitood the great capacity of Cardinal Peol , 
joyned with the Royal. blond , which gave hima 
more ful authority , he did not delay to ſend him 
with a moſt Authenrical Commiſſion tro mediate 
an Accord betwixt the two Kings. | 

The holy Prelate undertook this buſineſs with 


great courage being carried to it as well by bis own 99 


inclination as by cletion. He failed not to repre- 
ſent unto their puiſſances afi reaſons both Divine 


tentate,'to whom the power over Chriſtendom was 
ſecretly preierred, retired to Afentz irto a Mo- 


- naſtery of Saint Beners, where he enjoyed the de- 


lights of reſt , ro which his inclinations carried him, 
exerciſing his Deyorion to the heighth, and recrea- 
ging bimſelf with good Letters which he always lo 
ved. 

But God, who by his means was pleaſed to bring 
abour the greateſt revolution of Eſtate , as FExr« pe 
ever ſaw; did cauſe occaſions to ariſe to draw 

| Nnann him 


{o'ituds, 


him from that ſolitude to return again to his great 
imploy ments. 

It is neceſſary in this place,to make mention of the 
condition of the affairs in Eng/and, to behold virtue 
in the day of its own brightneſ<,and to conſider how 
| Providence, guarding her dear Pool, as the apple of 
her eye, did reſerve him for a time , which made 
him the true Peace-maker of that Nation, 


The Eftare For this effe& it came to paſs, that Henry the Eighth 
or TG having reigned cighteen years in Schiſm, leading a 


life profuſe in luxury, ravenous in avarice, impious 
in Szcriledge, cruel in maſſacres, covered over with 
ordures, blond , and infamy, did fall fick of a lan- 
guſhing diſeaſe,which gave him the leiſure to have 
ſome thoughts on the other world, 

[t is true, that the affrighting Images of his Crimes, 
and the ſhades of the dead, which ſeemed to beliege 
bis bed, and perpetually to trouble his repoſe, did 
ring many pangs and remorſes to him. Inſomuch, 
that 
teſtified a deſire to reconcile himſelt unto the 
Charch , and ſought after the means thereof, But 
they ,who before were terrified with the fury of his 
actions, which were more then barbarous, fearin 
that he ſpoke not that, but only to ſound Gem,cnd 
that he would not ſeal to their Counſels, which they 
ſhould ſuggeſt unto him, peradventure with the ct- 
fuſ'on of their bloud, did gently adviſe him, without 
ſhewing bim the erdeavours and the effeCts of true 
repentance, and without declaring to him the fatis- 
factions which he ought ro God, and to his Neigh. 
bours for the enormities of ſo many Crimes. He 
was content to ere the Church of the Cordelieys, 
and commanded that Maſs ſhould there be publick- 
ly celebrated, which was performed to the great joy 
of the Catholicks, which yer remained in that hor- 
rible Hayock. To this Church he annexed an Hoſ- 
pital and ſome other appurtenances, and left for all 
a thouſand Crowns of yearly Revenue. 
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Parts, 
. Howſoever he wanted not Flatterets, who pre- 
ſumed to ſay and write, that bis wiſdom bad given 
a good order to his affairs, and that he bappily de- 
parted this world, not conſidering what S. Anguftine 
doth affirm , that all the penitencies of thoſe who 
have lived in great diſorders, and who only do con- 
vert themſelves at the end of their life, being preſ- 
ſed to it by the extremity of their diſeaſe , ought 

to be extremely ſuſpefted, becauſe they do not , 

10 forſake their ſins, but their {ins do forſake them. , 

It was obſerved indeed , that at his Death this 
King did teſtifie a repentance of bis ſavage and in- 
ordinate life , but we cannot obſerve the great and 
exemplary ſatisfactions which were due to the ex- 
piation ot ſo many abominable fins. King Atio* 
chu made ſubmiſſions of another nature, and orde- 
red notable reſtitutions; to recompenſe the damma- 
ges which he had cauſed to the people of the Jews, 
nevertheleſs he was rejeted of God, by reafon of 


aving called ſome Biſhops to his aſſiſtance, he 20 his bloudy life, and the Gates of the Temple'of 


mercy were ſhut againſt bim for all eternity. The 
foundation of a ſmall Hoſpital which Hexry cauſed 

at his Death , was not ſufficient to recompenſe the 

injuries of ſo many Churches which he had pillag'd, 

nor of ſo mach goods of his Subjects as he had tor- 

ced from them , ſeeing we know by the words of 

the wiſe man. That to make 4 benefit of the ſub. Eccles. 34; 
Fance of the poor, ts to ſacrifice a Sox before the eyes 

ef his Father. 

39 | He had by his Teſtament ordained many Tu- rhe xeign 
tors to his Son , who were zble to have made ag of £4419. 
many Tyrants , but Seimor, Uncle by the Vothers -arvoctogaay 

ſide to the deceaſed King , gaining the favour of poileth 

the principal of the Lords of the Realm , whom ®* 

he had corrupted with mony and great preſents, 

did cauſe himſelf to be proclaimed Proteour and 

Regent. He took a great poſleſiion on little Z4- 

ward the Son of Hexry, Heir to the Crown , 

whom be brought up in Schilm ard Herefie, againſt 


As be perceived that his life began to abandon 4© the' intentions of the Father. This furious man 


him, he demanded the Communion, which he re. 
ceived , making a ſhow as if he would riſe himſelf, 
but the Biſhop told him that his weakneſs did ex- 
cuſe him from that Ceremony : he made anſwer, 
that if he ſhould proſtrate himſelf on the Earth, to 
receive ſo DivineaMajeſty, he ſhould not bumble 
himſelf according to his duty, He by his will or- 
dained that his Son Edward, who was born of Jane 
Seimor ſhould ſucceed him;and in the caſe of death, 
that Afary the Daughter of Queen Katharine , 
ſhould be the knheritreſs ofthe Crown, and if that 
ſhe ſhould fail , that his Daughter Elizabeth ( al- 
though a Baſtard) ſhould fill her place, and poſſeſs 
the Kingdom. On the approaches of death he cal- 
led for wine; and thoſe who were next unto his 
bed, did conceive that he oftentimes did repeat the 
word Moxks, and that he faid, asin deſpair, I have 
boft all. 

This is that which moſ} truly can be affirmed of 
him, for it is a very bad fign to behold a man to 
dy in the Honour of his Royal Dignity and by a 
peaceable death, who had torn in pieces Js sus 
CHR1ls Tt, who had divided the Church into 
Schiſms , who of the ſix Queens that he eſpouſed, 
had killed four of them , who had maſſacred two 
Cardinals, three Arch-Biſhops, cighteen Biſhops, 
twelve great Earls, Prieſts, and Religions Men 
-withour number , and of his people without end, 
who had robbed all the Chhacks of bis Kingdom, 
deſtroyed the Divine, Worſhip, oppreſſed a million 
of Innocents,and in oneword,who bad aſſaſſinated 
mercy it ſelf, 


immediately began his Regency with ſo much in- 
ſolence , that he almoſt made the Reign of Hewry 
the Eighth to be forgocten , he tomented the po1- 
ſon, which he had. conceived under him , hedid 
uſe the Catholicks moſt unworthily , and did cut 
off the head of his own Brother by a jealouſie of 
women, But as he had made bimſelf inſupporta- 
ble, fo it came to paſs, that the affairs of War, 
which he had enterprized againſt the Frexch , did 
5O fall out unfortunately for him. Daley, one of the 
chiefeſt of the Lord:, drawing a party to him, did 
accuſe him of Treaſon , ard cauſed his head to be 
cut off on the ſame Scaffold , where before he had 
taken off the head of his own Brother. This 
death was followed with grear fears, and horrible 
commotions for the Regency , which preſently af- 
ter was extinguiſhed by the death of the young 
King Eaward. 
This poor Prince was rather plucked with pin- The Qua. 
© cers from his mothers womb , then born, and he —_— 
could not come into the world without giving xing £- 
death to her , who conceived him. He was faid to %'4- 
haverene of the comelieſt bodics , He ſpake ſeven 
languages at fifceen years of age,and in his diſcourſe 
did teftifie a rare knowledge of all thofe ſciences, 
which were moſt worthy of a King. It ſeemeth 
that death did advance it ſelf to raviſh his ſpirit 
from his body , which did awake too early , 
and was too forward for his age, for hedied in his 
o lixteen year, having not had the time chroughly to 
underſtand himſelf, and to ſee by what conrſe he 
ſhould ſway his Scepter or his life, 
{ ardas 
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. Carday,who was employedno leſs then one hun- 
dred hours to make his Horoſcope, dideaſily ob- 
ſervein the ftars, the incommodiries of his body, 
and diſaſters of his perſon , but he could no way 
attain to the period of his life, which is of the ſe- 
crets reſerved in the knowledge, and in the method 
of God. 


All E»glaxd was extremely corruptedin her faith 


-%. 


"CARDINAL POOL. 


onely to mollifie the hearts of men, but to cleave 
the Rocks aſunder, 


Fact, becauſe the Queen had an inclination to par- 
don her,obſerving her to be both young fair, know- 


and of a delicate temper, and one who had not * 


ing, 
offended, but by the violent ſuggeſtions of her. Fa- 
ther-ir-law, and of her 0%: tw | who bad put the 


under the Regency of this Seymonr,& the L2diesof Crown upon her head. Burt the Judges did re- 
theCourtwere inveloped in the errours of the time. 10 monſtrate, that it was of a moſt dangerous conſe- 


He found none but the Lady Mary, daughter to 
Hery the Eight, and Katharine, which continued 
in the Religion of their Grand fathers; and though 
ſhe was tempted and ſollicited on all ſides : yet ſhe 
would not ſuffer her ſelf to be ſurprized with a 
new Faith, but with a vigorous force, did roar a- 
eainſt all the the torrents of Opinions, and the. 0. 
verflowing diſorders which reigned in that age. 

It was for this, that God did cauſe her ro mount 


quence, to ſuffer that perſon to continue alive,who 
had carried the Title of a Sovereign, and that one 
Cay it might give a new fire to the enterprizes of 
the Remainder of her Fa&ion. On theſe conſide- 
rations the Sentence of death was pronounced, 
which ſhe received with a Conſtancy, admirable in 
her Sex and age. A Doour was ſent unto her, to 
reduce her to the Catholick Religion, which at the 
firſt ſhe refuſed, alledging, That ſhe had too little 


on the Throne of his own Tower, and gave her the 2Q time to think onan Aﬀair of that importance. 


grace to be both the reſtorer of Religion-and the 
State, by the aſſiſtance of this Cardinal, 


Which being reported to the Queen, ſhe deferred 
the execution for certain dayes, ro inſtru her at 


Mary "the As ſoon as Edward was dead, not without ſuſpi- mniore leiſure, ſo that ſhe was gained to God, and 
_— tion of poiſon, Dadley, Duke of Northumberland, continued tO thelaſt hour of her life in ſuch cran- 
xroubled, who was then moſt mighty in power ,and had newly quillity of mind, that a little before ſhe came out of 
and Fave married his Son to the Lady axe, iſſued from the priſon, to goto her Execution, ſhe wrote divers 
Queen by bloud Royall, conceived himſelt ftrong enough to Sentences in Greek, Latihe,and Ergliſh,on the con- 
Faftion. 


begin the Regency of Englaxd, the better after- 
wards to uſurp the Crown, He cauſed his Daugh- 


tempt of Death,and when on the Scaffold it was re- 
preſented to her, that ſhe ſhould die by the ſword, 


ter-in-Law to be proclaimed Queen of Fyxglavd, zo which (accordirg to the cuſtom of that Country) 


and ſeized on the Tower of London,and gave order 
for the apprehending of Queen Afary. But the ge. 
nerous Princeſs, being advertiſed of the attemprt,did 


take horſe in the time of night, and ſecured her ſelf. 


in a place of ſtrength, and conjured all her good 
Servants to aſſemble themſelves, to defend her per- 
ſon and her right. 

It is to be admired, that perſevering in the true 
Religion, contrary to that of the = ones of the 
Kingdom, at the ſame time when 
ſelf abandoned , and her cauſe moſt deplorable, 
that ſhe ſhould behold the principal of the Nobili- 
lity, and Gentry, and Commonalty , to fall down 
before her, and to offer her their obedience and 
their Arms, to take the poſſeſſion of the Crown, 

She marched immediately ro Londen, in the mid- 
dle of her Army apparelled in a Gown of Velvet 
of a violet colour, and mounted on a white horſe, 
She entred into the Ciry with great applauſes of 


e conceived her yo Or at leaſt the tent 


15 accounted a nobler kind of Execution,thento die 
by the Axe: ſhe ſaid, 7 hat ſhe world die by that Axe 


which was jet diſcolenred with her h»sbauds blood, 


and courageouſly ſhe tendered her neck to the 

Hang-man, drawing tears from her ſelf, and the 

hearts from all thoſe that did beho!d her, O moſt 

unfortunate Ambition, that haſt made ſo young a 

Princeſs a ſacrifice of Death, who for the excellen- 

cy of her ſpirit, mig have been another Minerva, 
of the Muſes. 

Behold the {trange Revolutions, which did prepare 
the way to Cardinal Poe/, for the performance of 
thoſe high Deſigns, which God had commitred to 
his Conduct, Queen Aſarydid incontinently make 
void all the Senterces which had been pronounced 
againſt bim, and called him back into Fag/and, to 
which place in a ſhort time he came, as it he had 
been carried on the ſhoulders of all honeſt men. The 
Pope made him his Legate,and gave him full power 


her SubjeRts, and ſurpriſed the Duke, and cauſed ggto ordainand execute all things, which he ſhould 


him ro deliver his Daughter-in-Law into her 
hands. 


conceive neceſſary fot the glory of God, and the 
eſtabliſhment of the true Religion, 
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There was a long deliberation concerning her rhe xe. 


cution of 
the Lady 


ane, 


It was a ſpeQacle worthy obſervation, to conſider He travelled to this Work with incomparable agar 
the Inconſtancy of theſe worldly affairs,and ro look wiſdome, and witha zeal invincible, He well per- ducemenc 
on that perſon, who but yeſterday promiſed to him- ceived, that to reſtore Religion by arms, was to - pr gong 
ſelf to force the whole Kingdom under the power undertake a moſt laborious,ifn ot an infinite work, cicntFaith, 
of hisLaws,to tremble now at the fear of death pro- which would open all the veins in Zy9/axd,anddraw 
nounced by his Judges, who condemned him to be ric as well their purſes, as their bloud, and cover 
drawn upon a Hurdle, to be hanged, drawn, and the Kingdome wiuh the catamities of civils wars, 
quartered. The Queen ſent him Catholick Di- gg, which would continue for many Ages. He re- 
vines to convert him, to whom he gave car, and ab- folved to. put his good Counſels in execution 
juring Herefie, he embraced the Catholick Religi- with gentleneſs, which others propounded to per- 
on, which was the occaſion, that the Queen did mo- form with all violence. | 
derace the Sentence of the Execution, and was con- And in the firſt place he had recourſe to Prayers, The courſe 
tented, that his head onely ſhould be cut off with to Morrtifications,to Vows,and to Devotions, which |< b<'d- 
his ſons, who was the busband of 7axe. This miſe- he performedin ſecret, and which he particularly 
rable Lady from a high Tower, where ſhe was pri- recommended to all holy minds, who breathed at- 
ſoner, beheld the body of her dear busband with- terthe reſtoring of the ancient Religion. 
out a head, at the ſight whereof ſhe fell down into In' the ſecond place, heentred into the heart,and 
a ſwoun, and being a little recovered, ſhe melted ,,, poſſeſſed himſelf with the inclinations of Queen 
intotears, and did fetch from her heart ſo many, Afar7, whom he found throughly diſpoſed, and 
and ſo deep ſighs, that they ſeemed to be able, not animated by a generous ſpur;for the glory of God, 


NonnnzZ |; and 
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and the felicity ofher Kingdom, which kept her al- 
ways exerciſed on that high thought, and compre- 
bended in it the fafery oi all that Nation, 

In the laſt, he more and more encouraged all the 
Cathbolicks, by the deſires of their repole of conſci- 
ence, and by the liberty of their TunCtions, in the 
exerciſe of ſpiritual rhings, 

In thethird place , he treated with thoſe who 
were in an errour, with the Spirit of Compaition , 
of Sweetneſs and Bounty, complying with them in 
what he could in Civil Aﬀairs, and endeavouring 
to take from them the apprettenſion which they had 
conceived to themſe.ves , that the Change of Re- 
Iigion would ruine their Fortunes,and the eſtabliſh- 
ment of their Houſes, He cavuled a report to be 
ſpread by many remarkable and grave Perfonages, 
that he came not to take away their temporal 
Goods, but to give them ſpiritual bleſtings. And 
as concerning the goods of the Church , which 
many Great men bad uſurped in that general Con. 
fuſion of Aﬀeirs, he ſaid, be would compole it in 
the beſt way that Love and Candeur could pre- 
ſcribe him. 

Fourhly, Ke did wiſcly foreſee, that with ſweet- 
neſs he ſhould alſo bringin Authoricy,which might 
ruine the reniftences of thoſe men, it any ſhould ap- 
pear to oppole ſo ſaving a work. On which he 
had recourſe to the greatelt Potentates in Emrope, 
whom he ſecretly afie&ed to this Enterprize, He 
had been before employed on the Peace berween 
Francis the Hirit, and Charles the Fifth, He did ap- 
prehend, and attra& ihe ſpirits of them both wich 
wonderful dex:erity ; ſor having dived into the 
heart of the Emperour, and finding the ſeeds of the 
Deſsn, which atterwardsdid diſcover themſelves, 
having been diſmiſſed of che Empire, and embraced 
a {olitary life, he wrought upon him with the reci. 
tal of his great ations, and the Conqueſts he had 
obtained, and told him, Thar all thoſe tirong agita- 


tions of his ſpirit were bur as ſo many lines which 40 


ought to tend to the center of Reſt, that he ough: 
not to. weary and torment bis good Fortune. 
That it was a great gift of God, toconfine his 
thoughts on true glory , withour attending the 
tide oi the Aﬀeairs ot the World. That it wasthe 
duty of an Emperonr, to endeavour ihe Peace of 
Chriſtendom , and an incomparable honour to 
accompliſh it. He touched his heart fo diretly 
with theſe Demonſtrations, that he opened it, 


in his Kingdom. The King took fire at this Dif 
courſe, and the Cardinal molt v gorouſly did blow 
itup, .and <&1d remonſtrate, 1hat two-ſo great 
Monarchs, who were made for Heaven, cught 
not fo grecdily 10 hold unto their intereſts on earth; 
and that they 17d nothing now to wiſh, but to part 
their = fairs, ard to favetheir honour, Ard this 
indeed they otre! wards performed , reflorirg wil- 
ingly on both {.des , all that they had conquered 


70 lince the Ordirarce of Reconciliation made by 


Par:l the Third, who ſome years before did tran. 
ſport himfelf ro Afarſcilles ( although he was of 
a very great ge) to pacifie the Aﬀeairs of Chri- 
ſtendom. 

This Accord bcing ſo happily atchieved by Car- 
Ciral Pw/, he gained by it the approbation and ap- 
plauſe ot all Princes , who favonred the Catholick 
cauſe, He obſerved that the F mperour had his 
Son Philipto marry , and that there was nothin 


20 more expedient for the advancement of Religion , 


then to ally him to Queen Afary. He carried 
this Aﬀair with ſuch ſecrecy and dexterity, that 
the King of - Spain was in England, and the Mar- 
riage publiſhed, before the.Plot was diſcovered; 
By the counſel of Charles ,, Cardinal Pool did de. 
ter his entry into the Realm, until the Marriage 
was concluded, and then he entred with all afſuran- 
ces, The King himſelf came to meet him,and Queen 
Mary with all her people, received him with ex- 


35 taſtes of joy. 


He incontinently did draw unto him the affeRi- 
on of all the principal Lords ; and not long after, he 
counſelled the King and Queen, tocall an Aſſem- 
bly of the moſt remarkable perſons in the King- 
dom, to whom he ſpake thus in preſence of their 
Majeſtics, 


MADAM, 


I Jace it bath pleaſed Gid, after the Confaſions of the H's ſpeech 


late times, to ſhine upon us with his tys of Adercy, 
and at laſt to place rpon the T hrone, the true and faith- 
ful Inheritre(s of the Crown, Who ts ſo worthily eSþou- 


ſed to one of the greateſt Princes in all Chriſtendom, 


we have a great Subjeft to ſatisfic our Diſcontents, 
and advance our hoper, 

This Realm at this day doth imitate the Creation of 
the World, coming forth frem its Chaos, and dark A- 
byſs, to receive the favorable influences of the light, 


and the Emperour declared to him , That he had 5, T be day which by «ll good men hath been fo paſſionately 


a great deſire to 1hat Divine Peace , and would em- 
brace all rea/owable Conditions that ſocnld cenduce 
wnto it. 

Afﬀeer that he had effeted this, he made no de- 
lay to addreſs himſelf to che moſt Chriſtian King , 
and kno:ving that he was puifſantly generous , be 
wrought vpon him by the glory of the great Wars 
he bad ſufiained, and the immortal Actions of Va- 
lour, which he produced , that by his invincible 


courage he had at the laſt wearicd the molt pail. g, 


fant Porentate in Errope , who had him inadmira- 
tion, and deſired nothing more then to hold fair 
correſpondence with him. That a fair peace ſhould be 
an incſtimable benefit to them both, which ſhould 
give reſt. unto their Conſciences, and pull down 
a blefling ſrom on bigh upon their perſons, and be 
a creat comfort to their Subjects, who were over- 
charged with the continuation of the War, In, the 
end, he did demonſtrate to him how extraording- 


deſired, ſo ſuSpiited by the wicked , ſo unlock'd for by 
the incrednlons, and ſ» attended by the afflifted, is at 
length arrived to deſtrey our death, and to make us 
new born in the life of the Children of God. 

Behzld the true Religion, Which entreth with tri- 
umph into all the Cities of this Kingdom, from which 
Impiety and Fury had diſp:ſ[:fſed ber, hr holds out 
her arms unto you , adorned with the Palms and the 
Crowns, with which your Anteſtours have honoured 
her, ſhe demands again the place, which from the firft 
converſion, until the fury of theſe later times , foe held 
with ſo much honour and ſatisfattion. 

Wi#k you yet baniſh her ? will yon yet continne to 


perſeente her ? Can you endxre that ſhe ſhould preſent 


before Ged hr tornand her blondy Robe, and complain 
again of the o«tr ages of her Children ? 
My brethren, There & neither life wor ſalvation , 


but is this Faith, which ſhintth and ſpeaketh in $. Pe- 


ter's Chair, It is that which God hath given us by 


rily he was beloved of bis people, who: did attend 7Q 997 glerions Father , $. Gregory the Great , 1? 4x 


this Effe& of his goodneſs, by which he ſhould 
crown his Valour with all happineſs and abundance 


that which our Fathers have embraced ; it 1s that 
which they have defended by their Words, their Arms, 


aud 


Part F. 


Part F- 


- 


and thiir Bland, which they have ſhed for the Honey 
of it. Nothing I; [-fr for theſe to hope for, whz Ae ſes 
paratrd from it, but the temprſi's of darkn'ſs, and the 
everlaſiins chains of hell, 

It is well known that the change of Faith preceeds 
from an infcttions paſſion, which having poſſeſſed the 
heart «f « per Prince, hath cauſed theſe reproachable 
furics, and the inunaations of blond, which hath cove» 


red the face of England. He hath at his de:th con- 


CARDINAL TOOL. 


that the Benefices,and the Revernes of the Chnrch, 
did continue in the hards of thoſe whodid hotd 
them ot the King, without d:{turbing them on that 
inzovarion : all things were continued that m ght 
any way be ſuffered , not ſo much as changing any 


thing in Varrizges, b-:caule they would not en- - 


ſnare the.r ſpirits. The hearr of th: Queen and of 
her Vinifters did think 01 nothing more, thento 
eſtzbliſh Religion, ro entercain the holy See, to 


demned that which before he approved. He by his laſt to render juitice , to comfort che people, to procure 


Teſtament deſtroyed that Which before he had choſen, 
wh:refore thiſe who have followed him in his Erronr, 
may alſo foiov him in his Repontan-e. Th: Peace, 
the Safity, the Abundance, the Felicity of the King- 
drm, are ready to re-enter With the true Faith, whi.h 
if you refuſe, 1 ſeethe chler of God, anda thirſand 
calamities , that ds threaten you. Return therefore, 
O Shuanamre : Retarn, 0 fair Iſland, to thy firſt be- 
fInning ;, feign not to thy ſelf imaginary penalties, 


peace and reſt, to multiply the abundance of the 
Kingdom, 
They did begin again the Golden Age, when af- 
t-r the reign of hve years and odd months, they 
rere both 11 one day taken our of the world by 
{fcknels, which did opprefs wi:h grief all bone{t 
men, and did bury with chem in one Tomb, the 
bappin.{ and ſafety of that Kingdom. 
Q Providence ! not to be dived into by humane 


terrours and puxiſhmcnt t, which are at prepared but ,  reaſon,what vail haſt thou caſt on our Counſels,and 


for the obſtiante. The Sovereign Father of { hriſten- 
am, doth eontinnally ftretch forth his arms to thy obe- 
dicnce, and bath deiegated me, as the Dove ort of the 
Ark , to bring »nto thee the Olive Bo»gh, to progomnce 
Peace and Reconciltation.to thie, T his 6s the accepta= 
b'e Howr this ts the Day of thy [a/oat.on. T he N1g bt, 
which hithcyts hath covered thee , is at the end of her 
Courſe, and the Suncf Fuſtice is riſen, to bring light 
rnto thee. It is time to lay down the works of darkneſs, 


our Works ? What might we have not hoped trom 
ſuch b-ginnings 2 Whac wiſdom wou'd not have 
corciuded , that feiicicy had crowned tor ever the 
en:erprizes of this Cardinal ? An affair ſo well con- 
ducted, a negotiation fo happy, a buſineſs of Srate, 
and the greacelt that was ever in any Kingdom 
whatſoever, ought it not to carry his progreſs unto 
eternity ? Where are the fine plots ot policy ? 
Where are the Arms that in ſo ſmall a time have 


and to take np the: Armour of Light, to the end that all z q ever wrought ſo great an effe&t ? The Chariots of 


the earth inhabited may take notice , that thou abhor- 
reſt what is peſt, embraceſt what is preſent, and diſt 
trtally pret thy [elf into the hands of Goa, for the time 
fo core, 

This Oration was attended with a wonderful ap- 
probation of all the Aſſembly, and the Cardinal be. 
ins departed from the Council,the King and Queen 
command-d that they ſhould debate on this Propo- 
fcion , which w-s preſently taken into coniiderati- 


the R-menc, which covered with Lawrels,did march 
on the heads of Kings, did not make their ways re. 
markable, bur by {tcormings of Towns, by Hames 
and Maſſacres But behold here many millions of 
men ſtruck gown, znd raiſed again , with one only 
ſpeech , ſo many legions of ſouls converted with a 
ſoft (weernels , the tace of a Kingdom totally chan- 
ved in one moment, and made the happieſt that any 
Ages have ſeen. And after all this , to find the in- 


on, and 1: wasrefolved , that the Ancient Religion 40 exorable Trenchant of Death, to ſap in one day the 


ſhould be etabliſhed; The Chancellour made this 
reſolution known unto the people, and did power- 
fully exhorc them to follow the examples, which 
were con'ormable to the advice of the King and 
Queen, and the moit eminent Perſonagcs 1n the 
Kingdom. | his diſcourſe was revived with a gene- 
ral applauſe for the advancement of the Catholick 
Faith, In che end, hedemanded chat they would 
teſtifie their reſolution in a Petition to rhe Kins and 


two great pillars of Eſtate, and ruinate the houſe of 
God , wluch ſhould have reached to the imperial 
heaven. 

O how true is it, that thereare the ſtrokes of 
Face! that is roſfay , an Order of the ſecret pur- 
poſ- of God, which is as concealed as inevitable, 
nothing can diverc, noching can delay it, The 
conrſels of che wiſe are here blinded, their addreſ. 
ſes are loſt , their activity troubled, their parience 


Queen ,& mediate for a reconciliation to theCardte gy tried, and all their reaſons confounded. 


nal, Leg of the holy See,which incontinen:ly vas 
done, the Paper was preſented , and openly read, 
their Vaje tes d.d contrmit, bo:h by their Autho- 
rities and their Prayers, and humbled chemſelyes on 
their knees with che:r Grandees, and all the people, 
demndings mercy., whereupon an aunthen:ck ab- 
ſolution was given by the Legnte, the Bels did 
ring inall the Churches , Te Dexm was ſung. All 
places were filizd with the cries of joys, as pzople 


Poor Britain , God gave thee theſe two Great 
Ligh's, not to enjoy them, bur as they paſled by, 
to behold chem, Thoa art ſoiled with facriledges 
and impie:ies, thou art red with che bloud of the 
Vartyrs. The fins of Hepyy are nor yer expiated, 
and che ignominious paſſions of his life , are puni- 
ſh-d by rhe permiffion of the Errour. The Pow- 
ers of darkneſs have thei: times determined by 
God, they will abate nothing of their periods , if 


infranchifed, and comming out of the youu of hell. 65 the invincible hand of the Sovereign Judge doth 


Aﬀeer this, King Philip was obliged to go into 
Flinderc, by reaton ofthe re:reat of rhe Emperour 
his Father. Pool was lefc chief of the Counteiloars 
with Qncen Afary , who dtd wonde's for the good 
of Reliczon, and of the Stare. It 1s rrue that Cran- 
mer, and other turbulent and ſeditious ſpirits, were 
puniſhed , but fo great a moderation was uſed , 


not ſtop their courſes by his abſolute Authority. 
Ir pertainzth ro God only, ro know and appoint the 
times of Puniſhment and mercy , and chere is no» 
thing more expedient for man, then to ſubmit to 
his Laws , to obey his Decrees, to reverence his 


Chaſtiſements , and' to adore the Hand that ſtrikes 
kim. 
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CHRISTIAN 


PRINCES. 


AD F it be lawful ( greateſt 

ys Princes ) to interrupt your 
Highneſſes, I will appear 
4 forthe Cauſe of God, the 
Angel of Peace, the Mi- 
52 niſter of Concord and Uni- 
PZ, 0n,the Interpreter of Truth, 
\ the Mean and Solicitour of 
Salvation, I am not that 


terrible and dreadful 
' terrours , and ſcourges into David, aſtoniſhed 
with Divine Prodigies. I am. not liſted in that 
number which utterly overwhelmed the City of 
Penrapolis , almoſt drowned before in the inun- 
dation of their Impiecics, I rain not Sulphure, 


I do not brandiſh Flames, I dart no Thunder- 
bolts, but with a mild, temperate, and gentle 
amenity, I exhibit thoſe Olive-branches which the 
direful contagion of Warrs hath not yet blaſted, 
I come from the converſation of thoſe who at 
the Nativity of our Jeſus, Sang Anthems of 
Peace to Good-willing men. Defpiſe not the 
Augur of Glad-tydings , conternne not the Hy- 
peraſpiſt of Truth, who ſpeaketh unto you before 


meſſenger who injeRed , , God in Chriſt, 


It is the concernment of the whole Chriſtian 
World, moſt pious Princes, whichT addreſs un- 
ro you; it 1s your intereit which 1 urge and 
inculeate both by wiſhes and writings ; it is the 
Profeflion of God which I require, and indeed 

O 00009 ot 


of great importance, as having diverſe times 
ſummoned, yea enforced the Prielts from the 
Alrars, the Virgins from the Monafteries, and 
the Anachorets from the Woods, that of the 
mute it might make Oratours and Agitatours 
of the retired, God the Arbitratour and Ac- 
compl;ſher of all things, who callech choſe things 
which are not as if they were , he formeth and pre- 
pareth the mouths of { infants, giveth Wiſdome 


THE HOLY COURT. 
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the innocent are involved in the expeRation of a 
ſad and promiſcuous cataſtrophe , and bonefires are 
made ot Cities not to be quenched but with the 
bloud of miſerable Chriltians 

He that will tax his own leiſure but with the 
cheap expence of conſidering our mortality, will ſo 
much ſcruple theſe effe&s to be the ations of men , 
that he may be eaſily ſeduced to believe that Hell 
hath loft ſome priſoners, or that ſome troops of fu- 


to the imprudent ; to yeild to him is victory , to 10 ries have broken the chains of darkneſs,and ina hu- 


conteſt with him is ſucceſleſs oppoſition. Appe- 
tite infuſech Eloquence, and neceſſity not ſel- 
dome makes a ſouldier, To be filent amidſt the 
articulated movings of the oppreſſed is unlawful, 
and to fit {till amidſt the wounds of Military men 
as unconcerned , is highly and juſtly reproveable 
That hand that is not officious to the ſuffering world 
deſerves an amputation. 

I ſhall not diſoblige the ſupplicated engagment 
of your patience ( excellent Princes) wuth un- 
importirg reaſons, I ſhall not abuſe your ſenſes 
with unappertaining figments , but by a pleaſant 
profpet I ſhall ſhew you that Glory which you 
aim at through fields lowing with bloud, through 
the flames of coliucent Cities, and through ma- 
ny doubrful circulations and diverticles. Con- 
deſcend therelore to give me an allowance of dif- 
courſe concerning the nature of War and Peace, 
and of the Right of Chriſtian Princes in each of 
thew. For u; on this foundation I conceive ] 
can build firm and fatisfatory Arguments where- 
by to ſecure your Dignity, and to ſettle the 
Peoples ſafety, 

It was a ſpeech well becoming the Wiſdome 
of the Ancients, that this world , in whoſe cir= 
cumference all things are contained , 1s as It were 
a great Volume of the Deity , wherein life and 
death are as the beginning and the end : bur the 
middle Pages are perpetually turned over back- 
wards and torwards. That which life and Death 
bring to paſs in the nature of things, the ſame doth 
Peace and War in the Nation of all Kingdomes and 
Empires. And indeed Life is a certain portion of 
the Divine Eternity , which being firft diffuſed 
in the Divine Nature , and afterwards ſtreaming 
into the ſea, and penetrating into the earth and 
our World, doth contemperate by an eſpouſal 
and connexion of bodies and fouls wondertul and 
almoſt Divine Agreements, But when there is 
a ſolution of this underyalued continuity , when 
this harmony is diſturbed and broken, it ſudden. 
ly vaniſheth by the irreſiſtable neceflity of death, 
ogreedily depopulating all things under his domi- 
nion, 

In like manner Peace , the greateſt and moſt 
excellent gift of the Divine Indulgence , recon- 
ciles and apportions a kinde of temperature in 
the wills of men , from whence floweth the moſt 
active vigour of all functions. in the Body Poli- 
tick, as, the alacrity of minds, the rewarded ſe- 
dulity of Provinces ; the faithful plenty of the 
Countrey, the ſecurity of travelling , the opu- 
lency of Kingdoms, and the accumulation of all 
- temporal ble{lings, But when Concord'is difti- 
pated , andthe alarms of War belieged men's ears, 
preſently there inſueth a conyulſion and direful 
decay of all the members , and Audacity finding it 
ſelf disengaged from the mulRs and penalties of the 
Laws, runneth headlons into all varicty of miſ- 


chief, the moſt Sacred things are violenced , and -, 
the moſt Proſane are licenced , the nocent and the 


mane ſhape deluded men with fuch enormous yil- 
lanies. 

My higheſt obedience ( moſt excellent Princes ) + 
is due to truth, and that obligation prompts me to 
proclaim this judgement, That contentions and War 
have not had any ingreſs into the Church of God , 
but by clandeſtine and undermining Policies, Diſci- 
pline reſiſting, and Conſcience ſtanding agaſt at the 
monſtrous objet. And indeed Paul exclaimeth a- 


20 gainſt contentions; Brcther ( faith he ) goeth to lar 


With brother, and that wnder Infiatl: : Now there- 
fore there us altogether an infirmity in you, in'that you 
go to law one with auother. Why rather ſuffer yu 
wot wrong? Why rather ſuſtain you not fraud? B ut 
ye your ſelves do wrong and exerciſe frand and that to 
your brethren. | 

What do we hear ? an EdiCt publiſhed by an A. 
poltle inveſted with thunder and lightning. I be- 
ſeech the reviſitation of your thoughts, whac would 
he imagine were he lenc againunto' the world by 
providence,that then wantcd patience to ſee a con- 
troverſie about a field perhaps, or a houſe, and 
ſhould now behold, among thoſe that claim the ti- 
tle of the Faithful, Enſign dgainft Enlign, Nation a- 


. gainſt Nation, and not a Houſe, not a City. not a 


Province, but the whole Chriſtian world precipita« 
ted into ſlanghters, rapes,and priviledged plunders; 
would he countenarce ſuch an inhumane ſpeRacle 
with a Declaration of allowance ? or would he per- 


© {wade men to the violations of the Law of Nature , 


and dictate encouragements to ruine and rapine? 
But Tertullian allo is very ſtrict in this point, and 
peradventure too rigid , whilſt he faith that. our 
Lord, by that injunRtion to Petey to ſheath his{word 
diſarmed all Chriſtian Souldiers. This in my judge- 
ment deſerves a cenſure of extreme ſeverity, if he 
conclude all warſare to be criminal : this were to 
deſtroy the innocent in a deteſtation of the guilty , 
ſhould we perpetrrate corrupt aQtio ns upon the or- 
der of the cruel, and the petulancy of luxuriant vil- 
lains, What would Chriftsexity then be , but a 
prey to the inſatiable, and a laughing-Rock to the 
iofolent ? if it were not lawfulto revenge un- 
faithful injuries with a juſt retaliation? Ifit were - 
not lawful to defend Churches from Sacriledge , 
Widows and Orphans from oppreſlions, and dis- 
intercſſed perſons from ruine? *Tis a tafh deter- 
mination that bloweth off the vitorious Laurels of 


ſo many Chriſtiaz Kings with-ſuch a blind and 
g precipitate Whirlewind of words. 


Jullly there- 
fore are the Aſanichees obnoxious to a pi. 
ritual Outlawry from the Church, whilſt I 
know rot wheiher they more impudently af- 
ſerc innocence, or more blameably _ diſarm 
it. 

All Ages concur in the juſtification of Warr a- 
gainſt Infdels, but the intermingled contentions of 
the Faithful have been always reprebended , and 
never imparcially tolerated, Be pleaſed to take 
a review of an old inſtrument, There; were 
many and bitter diſcords among the Fews,many _ 
muirs 


Parth, 


TEE fr , 


mulcs, many wars, but ever againſtthoſe that had 
abandoned the true Religion, and collapſed 'inro 
foul Idolatry and the worſhip ofthe Genri/es. The 
Iſraelites indeed upon the diviſion of the Tribes 
fought againſt the Benjamites with a fierce war and 
an infinite deſtruction , but this was rather the tu- 
ry of grief, _— into arms for the revenge of a 
woman violated wi:h prodigious luſt, then any de- 
ſinated oppoſition, or juſt controverhie for the en- 
largement of their territories. The magnanimity 
of David could ſca ce be induced to a jult reliſtance 
of his ſon 4b/olon, forcing his way unto his Fathers 
Throne through ihe bloud and carcaſſes of many Ci- 
tizens , till m_ had obftina tely diſſipated that lan- 
puidneſs of his gen-le mind, fodeteitable an under- 
taking was it for thoſe who were brethren by the 
bonds of Nature and Religion, to forfeit all civil re- 
ſpeRs to the rage of War, 

If you pleaſe to conſult the firſt times of the 


The Ange of Peace to all Chriſtian Princes. 


Paſſions, thoſe petulant and contentiqus inmates ; In 
the ſecond place,they who endeavour a Rebellion a- 
Sainſt their lawtul Sovereign , and caſt.ng off the 
yoke of their Allegiance, precipitate ihemſclves 
into all licentious enormities. Finally , they who 
out ofa ſole deſire of Ruling involve and mingle 
the Kingdoms of their neighbours in commotions 
and intettine diſcords, and that they may extend 
their Cmpire, open a paſſage to their ambitious 


10 expectations by all dehgns cicher violent or frau- 


dulent, 

Conſider now ( beſt Princes ) what a proclivi. 
ty there is in ſuch, to boil with indignation and 
diſpleaſure, to burn with paroxyſms of enyy 
and exacerbations of revenge ; yea, and to be 
tickled with an apprebenfion of purchaſing or 
amplifying a Kingdom, How obvious it is the 
reins being let looſe to tranſcend the juſt limits, 
how eahie a matter to counterfeit Juſlice, to pre- 


Chriſtian Emperours, you ſhall find Conſtantive 20 tend neceflity, and now ro trample upon thoſe 


oppoling his forces againi 7xliax;bur not till he be- 
came the deſertour of Chrift , and. the Standard- 
bearer of Impiety. You ſhall alſo ftind T heodoſins 
the Grear,levyivg his nrmoſt ſtrength againft AZa- 
ximns, Engenins and Argobaſtzes : buc his quar. 
rel was with moſt perfidious Tyrants, who under 
the yeil of Religion labonred to hide flagitious and 
damnable cncalin You ſhall ſcarce meet with 
any Prince in the more innocent times, who took 


Laws which betore were ſo much outwardly re- 
verenced ; you will undoubtedly find it true, 
thatir is more ealie to take up, then to moderate 
and temper Arms. 

Bur that 1 may not detain you long, A- 
quinas requireth three things to the juſtification 
or legitimation of a Warr : the Authority of 
the Prince, a jult Cauſe, and a righe Intenti- 
on, whereunto other Divines have added war- 


up armes to be embrewed in Chriſtian bloud, bur gg rantable Reaſors to obtain the end, it is abſo. 


upon the moſt del:berate and important cauſes. And 
indeed Barenizs doth excellently obſerve , that 
the Croſs was oppoſed to the Crols in Arms in the 
War which Conſt axrizs raiſed againit Aſargnentie. 
A horrible wickedneſs (faith he ) and noc to be 
attempted but by a Chriſtia» Tyrant , a diſlembler 
of Religion, and an Hererical Emperour. 

I am not ignorant that Azgaſtine hath handled 
this ſubject and queſtion againit Farfxs, and th:.t 


lutely unlawful therefore for private men to ap- 
pear in Arns for the proſecution of their own 
right though in judgement. This God hath delega. 
ted unto Princes, that that might happen ſeldome 
which muſt needs be violent. To the Lords of 
the earth we may ſay with Sexeca, I am he that 
God hath choſen out of ſo many men that 1 might 
be his Vicegerent upon earth. 1 am the ſupreme 
Arbiter ot life and death unto the Nations. Ic is in 


he hath eſtabliſhed the equity of Chriſtian arms yg the band of my power to diſpoſe the lor of their 


upon the foundation of the Goſpel,” becauſe 7ohy 
in ſo exemplary a rigour of life perſwaded not the 
ſouldiers , inquiring after the mieans of their ſalva- 
tion, to calt away their weapons, but to be conten- 
red with their pay , * and to ſtrike no man. Becauſe 
alſo the Apoſtle not without cauſe ſaich , That 
Princes bear not the ſword in v4in.But ifit be lawful 
to yield our aſſent to the approbation ot his judge- 
ment, we ſhall find that a!l thoſe darts were ejacu. 


conditions to all my people. Theſe millions of 
ſwords thai guard my peace, ſhall at the !z{t tntima- 
tion of my pleaſure be all unſheathed. What Ci. 
ties ſhall periſh, and which ſhall Aouriſh, 15 my ju- 
risdition, | 

To be able to put all theſe _ in execution is 
indeed a great matter, but to forbear the purſu- 
ance of them, unleſs. neceflity require it, is far 
more divine. It is a lawful wiſh, that he ro whom 


lated againſt the mad phrenſics of the Afanichees , $9 all things are lawful, would contine bis will to the 


who would have Chriſtiaxs to abſtain from the 
fword, and t© bear che molt cruel injuries of trea- 
cherous Infidels unrepelled, unrevenged, He 
would not therefore either cheriſh the ſeveriry, or 
irritate the power of Chriſtian Princes in an un. 
lawful war againſt their brethren : ſor in the ſame 
place he exclaimeth , a deſire of doing violence, 
a cruel preparation of mind to revenge, an impla- 
cable mind, a barbarous luſt to rebel, aſecrer ſpe- 


practice onely of lawful things. The right of the 
Sword is not extended whenirt devolverh into the 
Protection of one , but is rather reſtrained. One 
hand is ſtretched forth , that all may be bound ; 
affairs are managed by the wiſdom of a paucity,leſt 
the temerity of the whole multitude ſhould preci- 
tate them into a promiſcuous deſtruction. The 
parſimony even of the meancſt bloud 15 to be prai- 
{ed. No man is more unjuſtly inveſted with a ſu- 


culation of Lordiy dominion , and other ſuch as gg periority over others, then he -that is prodigal of 


theſe,are the cauſes which are juſtly culpable in the 
Warrs, 

Now who arethey accordins to the opinion of 
S. Angrſtine, that conſociate themſelves and their 
adherents in an unjuſt War ? Firſt, they that are 
hurried into Arms by a blinde violence of ſpirir, 
not ſo much for love of Juſtice, as a greedinels of 
revenge. © Who being provoked by ſome injury , 
inbumancly and unmeafurably rave and rage, ab- 
horring all attonement , and refuſing by the au- 


thority of an incenſed reaſon to chide out their 7 


O 


their lives though in & juſt emergence, | hoſe 
thunderbolts muſt be ſlowly ſhot, which che woun- 
ded perſons can reverence. Let Kings therefore 
beware leſt they glorifie themſelves by that faculty 
wherewith God hath entruſted them, and abuſe ir 
to outward pomp, rather then exerciſe it ro the 
advantage of good men, Let the fear of miſdemea- 
nours and obliquities baniſh all fierceneſs from 
them; ard let them eſteem it the greateſt impo< 
tence to boaſt a Priviledge of Injuſtice,or a power 
to hurt, 
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The cauſe of the war muſt firſt be balanced by 
an accurate examination, left the afſetions obtain 
precederce over Equity and Reaſon, lelt” iniquity 
be” predominant in the better part, and force and 
fury comply to chear the world under the ſpecious 
title of Injuſtice.l am both ſad and aſhamed to con- 
ſider with my ſelf what frivolous occaſions have pre 
vailed with many whereon to ground a war. The 
Trojan war, that common Sepuichre of Aſia and 
Europe. flamed out from the 1impetuous fl. grancics 
of a noble Whore.By a thouſand ſhips ſhe was rede- 
manded,znd for her that had loſt all modelty , vaſt 
numbers of gallant Hero's loſt their neglected lives, 
<o many.chalt lay opzr to the lui: of the enemies, 
that an unchaſte might be re!tored. Alexander being 
yet achild, was reprehended by his Tutour lor ls 
profulion of Frankincenſe ,in his Sacrifices to the 
Gods, but being arrived to mans eſtate, -that he 
might waſh away this admonition of his Malter, he 
invadeth Arabia.and there the ſecond time offereth 

tp Sacrifice ſor the conquelt of the Countrey. The 
Eoyptians for a ſlain Catroſe up in arms againthe 
Romans, and fourty deſtroyed many thouſand men, 
Celigzla with a nighty noiſe of armed men, and a 
great preparation of all Military ornaments halte- 
neth to the Ocean, there to gather ccckles. ' The 
Remays being contumelioufly upbraided with this 
ridiculousExpedition,conſpired, and almoſt effeted 
the utter ruitie of the ſcoffing T arentians. The peo- 
ple of Al-x-224ria rebelled againit G alienns becauſe 
ofa ſottiſh contention between the Vaſter and the 
ſ-rvant concerning the elegancy & neatneſs of a pair 
of ſhoes, And to omit many examples which I could 
commemorate, Wiliam of England {rnamed the 
Conquerour, who was victorious over all men but 
himſelf, revenged a pleafant conceit of ſaximns the 
Prince with inzumerable deſtru&ions, The Conque- 
rour was of a corpuleni habit, & his belly was fome- 
what prominent thorow a plenty of Hydropick hu- 
mours, wherefore when Philip the King of France 
heard of the nature ot his diſcaſe, We will allowhim 
time (ſaith he)to provide for his lying in, which by 
the bulk of his belly appearcth to be near at hand. 
TheConquerour bcing mad with fury replyed, that 
he would riſe up after his delivery and kindle fire 
hundred fires in France to adorn his up-fitting. Nor 
was he unmindful of his reſolution, tor preſently 
rpon his recovery he entred France wiih a ſtu- 
pendious army, wholly addicting bimſelf by fire,fa- 
mine,and horrible ſlaughters , to the fatisfaction of 
his revenge. Shall we ſuppoſe that he playes and tri- 
fles with the bloud of men , who upon ſuch flight 
provocations can enterpriſe ſuch mourniul Trage- 
dies? May we ſuppoſe thoſe people miſerable with 
whom the ſcoffs of furious men mult be expiated 
with ſuch a dir<ful deſtruction ? 

No man ought to believe himſelf or arother con- 
cernins the cauſe of a war, bur let him weigh it 
with the exquiſite pruderce of the principal men, 
whoſe advices are the more fruitful of truth, the leſs 
they are efpouſed to affetion, A right intention 
mult neceffarily-be covetcd roa juſt Cauſe, and all 
theſe things are eſtimated by a ſober and moderate 
concluſion,or a juſtifiable end, Be ſuch a thought 
eternally baniſhed fro the head and heart of a Chri- 

fa» Prince,that he ſhould array himſclfin aMilitary 
poſture to oblige ſome light affeRions of a luxuriant 
mind, that he ſhould run on -ſlaughters , command 
rhe burning of towns, proſecute and ſeem to rejoyce 
in devaſtations.that he ſhould deſtroy , he ſhould 
extinguiſhand bury his ow: glory in the overthrow 


of others. This is the indelible ignominy of Centaures 
and the Lapithe, whoin warring ſeek nothing bur 
We:r, The wiſeſt Kings thrgugh tumults and inte» 
fine jarrs have made a progreſs unto Juſtice, Equi- 
ty, and Concord, & being themſelves in Arms have 
ſacrificed undefeigning vows to Peace, They think 
of an-Enemy as a Phylician ſometimes of his patient 
that he mult be recovered by corroſives and ſhar 
remedics, Oh that he would have been cured with 
!o 2 diet, or aſlwaged with tomentations.! But when 
againit the Law and Right of Nations he hath per- 
ſi{ted in his obſtinacy, and contemned the reiterated 
offers of compotirg the preſent differences,then you 


muſt bind, then you muſt cut, then you muſt burn 


him,yet all this to reſtore, not to exterminate him. 
And all chings compoſed behold like the ſcourge 
ofa deadly and deſtructive War, a Northern tem- 
peſt ragerh in the miſeries of Germany , there they 
wallow in bloud , and in their night-marches they 

20 are conducted by the hideous light of burning Ci- 
ties, ſome few making a reſiſtance,andall men being 
aſtoniſhed at the teral prodigy. The Altarsare pol- 
Juted with ſacrifice, Virgins with rapes, the chains 
of Church men are heard louder and further then 
the drums of thetr perſecutours , holy thingsare pro- 
phaned, and the abomination of deſolation is con» 
ſummated, their very King who had appointed 
them thither, being either ignorant of thoſe out. 
rages, or unconlenting. 

30 Nowcanany manconceive' that this was deviſed 
by a Chriſtia» mind ? Canit be imagined that he 
who hath any reverence unto,or ſenſe of Religion 
can give ſuch directions 2 1r is not credible : ſuch a 
montter could not have been bronght forth had not 
hell conceived, the bottomeleſs pit exhaling the fu- 
liginous vapours, and the devils themſelves tortu. 
ring mens minds into ſuch uncouth diverfities, All 
things cannot properly have a refleRed reference 
unio men, The Privado's and Miniſters of Princes 

4c are not at all times to be accuſed,as though they had 

_ caſt off all humanity, and covered themſelves with 
brutiſh cruelty.There are certein vagabond and de. 
ceitful {pirics deſtinated to revenge, who beingthem- 
ſelves lo{t in miſery, ceaſe not ro comfort their ma. 
lice by driving others into a participation of thoſe 
miſcries, which reaſon ( greateſt Princes ) ought ſo 
much the more to invite, yea to admoniſh you to 
[-:cues of Peace, becauſe our Omnipotent God in 
lis ſecret counſel hath determined to ſubdue 
5o5Satan by your, hands, and to calt 'him under your 
tcer, | 
The higheſt circumſpcRion and vigilancy are 
therefore requilite , leaſt matter be ſuppeditated 
to the Devil who alrovecher watcheth for deſtruRti- 
on from the affections and vices of men, Jealonuhe, 
that tinder of Kingdomes and Nations eaſily takerh 
fire, if it be fomented onely with an animal wiſ- 
dome , and be not mixcd with the prudence of the 
Eaints, They who are addiRted to one part, 

Colay, that the Spaxiards do too much expoſe 
their power ro Eavy , that it is hateful unto E- 
qualls, terrible to inferiours, andif not preven- 
ted, deſirntive unto al!, There is amongſt 
them ( ſay they ) ſuch an epidemieal itch after 
Domination , ſuch intentive and indefatigable 
cares of their ambition, ſuch a luxurious wit to 
enlarge their Empire, ſo vaſt a Catalogue of 
Kingdoms and” Titles -as provokes; the emu- 


lous , terrifetlr their neighbours, «1d prickertr” 


0 Even thoſe that are removed from them by in- 
. - ) . . . 

teryalls of diſtance, They apprehend the Dignity of 
one 
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"thitthe extent of lus juriſdiction bodeth an una:- 


| "The Anyel of Peace to all Chriſtian Princes, 

one to preſage the dangeriofall. They conjetars requireth of you, You ſit as Cods among men the 
Arbiters of mankind , what ſha!l be each mans lot 
is the verdi& of your Diſpenſations. What gocd 
things Felicity intendeth to each individual perſon, 


tempted ſervitude rogll Kingdoms : they fear whar- 
ſoever the Land provideth, and whatſoever Mon. 
ſters the ſea nouriſheth. Greedy Domination that ſhe pronounceth by your mouths, what Navies 
could never yet overcome it ſelf, when ic hath once muſt be prepared, what Warrs mult be proſecuted, 
been cheriſhed by Fortune, it unlearneth nature, what Cities deftroyed,. what Nations depopuloted, 
and forgetteth moderation. Moreover, the tem- are the ambiguous effe&s of your opinions, You 
perature of the Nations, as- they report, is fiery, are judges ol the fortunes and bloud of men, «rd of 
bot and dry, ſwelling with pride, patient of hun. x your behaviours ard exiftimarion men are Judges, 


ger, and well enduring labour, thirity after glory, 
prone to admire it felt, and apt to continue the vir- 
tue and valour of other Nations.l produce not theſe 
things as. the emanations of my own judgement, 
which for the preſent isadditcd to no Nation bur 
comprehendeth all in Chriſt, but I commemorate 
the vulgar reports, and ſuch things as are openly 
bruted by many, which if they were ſuppreſt by a 
removal of their cauſes, it could cut off the occaſi- 
ons of many controverlies. 

The French on the other ſide, as they write who 


have had knowledge of them, alchough they are 
forward to dart reproaches againſt others, unable 


to endure them, and moſt impatient of contempr, 


yet they know they are of thac Nation whereot it 


was ſaid, 
—— Animegqne ſupcrſunt 


\ 
7am prope poſt animany. 


They boalt that they filled the world with the fame 


God the diſcerner of all things judgeth-oi. your 
head at the rer:ible and inevitable audit, Every 
one beholdeth many things by the deception of his 
own ſenſe, uttereth many thin from the diftates of 
efftection, 1 cannot believe what is reported, th:t 
lo eminent perſons bleſt with ſuch admirable vr'ts, 
zdorned with the glorious citt of prudence, ard 
conſcious of this traiity of Immane affairs, can 
think themſelves ſeated in ther hagth, ro meaſure 


20all things by the circle of their own advantage, that 


publick plenty ſhould quit the preheminence to 
their private profit, that all things ſhould be ſer- 
viceable to their :mplicude, that they ſhon!d dif. 


poſe rheir truſt accordins to ihe level covl of love, 


haired, and ambition, and that they ſhould facri- 
fice the bloud of the prople to their Forinnes : 
that they therefore love Warrs, and are affecd 
with Diviſions and Conluſtons, hoping thereby to 
purchaſe ro themſ:lyes more beneficial or honour- 


of their Arms, belore the Spxniards could redeem 30 able commands, to cloſe with an opportunity of 


themſelzes from the dinturnal ſervitude of the 
Goths and Vandals. Thar they have managed the 
Empire ofthe Faſt ard-Welt, that they have van- . 
quiſhed Cenftantinople by afſaulr, reſtored Fernſa- 
lem to Chriſt, and Rome to the Pope ſeven times 
deprived of it by his enemies. They «ffirm thar 
the Goſpel was fir preached unto them, that the 
primigenial adoption of the Sons of God was given 
tothem, that they have advanced Learning in all 


treaſuring vp large fimms of monty, and by the 
neceſſity of cheir Viniltration to wed themſelves t0 
a more faithtull office, or to leapinto an authority 
of a more hopclſull permanency ;, but goodneſs for- 
bid that fuch ſord:d, carithly, and narrow cares 
ſhould be ihe diſhoncurable employment of ſuch 
capacious ſouls, 

| rather b-lieve that you are incited by emulous 
anhelations atier your Maſter's glory, whercof you 


Chriſtian Kingdoms, the whole. world almoſt be. 40 bave ever been moſt zealous ; ever prepared to re- 


commits Students of our Academy at their Pars . 


ina word, they think they have nothing :o be con- 
temned ;, they are more apt to deſire Admirers, 
then able to diſpence with Gonternners, From 


henee it comes to paſſe, that both the Nations be. 


ing prodigalin the accumulations of their own, and 
envious of the others glory ; ſich flames have of 
late been kindled, as will, it mav be feared, be- 
come unquenchable. Would to God that that 


taliate his injuries, to aſſert his Majelly, and to di- 
late his Empire, but I beſeech you by the immortal 
God, ard by ſo many beloved pledges of your 
Kingdoms, totake heed and diligently tro beware, 
leaft a ſupervehement appetite of Glory make them 
averſe from the right purſuit of Glory. You fo!low 
Glory by a muddy ſcarch, but row all mortal men 
defireir by a clear acquiit. Conſider where there 
is the greateſt ſplendour of celeſtial virtues, either 


Charity which is diffuſed in us by the ſpirit, would go in the loud cracks of thander poſſefſirg all men 


ſuffocate theſe fuperſcminated tares of Contenti- 
ons ; Oh that it would cur off the occaſions of theſe 
inhumane ftrivings! then- ſhould we have fewer 
anxieties; and more ſapportable labours of heart, 
knowing by what remedies we might reliſt fo peſti- 
lent an evil, 

This is frequently augmented by the ſervants and 
favourites of Princes, whilſt with a familiar, but a 
direfull plory to the grentelt Empires; - they deſire 


with ſudden fear, and when fires and thunderbol:s 
are promiſcuouſly hurl'd about, or in a fair day the 
air being defecated and ſerene, and the pleaſure of 
the light diſpellins ſadnefle from mens hearts? bi. 


therto you have made the powcr of your Lords ſuis. 


ficiently fearfull, now render it fweet ard moke ir 
amiable,for therein onely it is invincible. This is not 
the greatneſs of Princes to be alwayes encompaſſed 
with the terrours of bis armed men, and buficd in 


ro boaſt the power . of their Lords, they difplay £o warlike preparations, with a fiery mouth to beal- 


all their offentive firength and ability ro hurt, 
they preſſe a ſecret beneficence, and whilſt they 
proceed in theſe ambitious circulations, nay, whillt 
they bewray a ſear, and diſcover in themſelves a 
c:ution, by that very f-dulity and caution they pro- 
voke things not to be feared, and at things not to 
be tolerated. | 


HereI appeal to you great Maſters of Policy and 


Participatours of hidden Counſels. 1 ſpeak more 


wayesderourcins ihe cruelties of torments and t07. 
tures, to condemn theſe men to ſetters, thoſe to the 
ſword,perpetually to carry about him hre and darts, 
to make his progrels through ſmoakirg Cities, over 
the trampled bodies ofhalt dead men,and to exhav{t 
all things leaſt they ſhould be extauticd, How 
much more glorious is it hke a fortunate Come: t9 
prevent and exceed the hopes of all men with can - 
ſes of rejoycing ? To repur things ruinous ard dil- 


willingly to you then tg your Fortunes, - Conſider 70 ordered, to convey glad tidings of confolation to 


tow much God hath given you, and how much he 


the penſive ſoul, ro recolle& things fcatrered, and 
L9 
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to re-unite things divid:d, By this beavenly folici- 
tude many Kings lending their ſuccour, not ſend- 
ing their terrour unto the labouring world, have 
attained unto ſolid and unſhaken honour, What 
ſorbiddeth you to follow ? what retardech your e- 
mulation? Jhere is one rock which is often to þe 
feared, unto which the cares and cogitations of 
ſome Politick men, who differ much from your Pi- 
ety, docleave. They think if the adminiſtrations 
of the Publick ſhould be regulated by the Law of 
God, and the judgement of pious men, they would 
become baſe, low, and uneſteemed ; they would be 
expoſed to prey and direption;and 1s he penitent? 1 
inſult not , doth he crave audience? } grant accels , 
doth he ſubmit his neck ? my mercy ſhall meet his 
ſubmiſſion. Ar the deſtruction of Carne, Hanni- 
bal was heard to ſay, Ailes, parce ferro: Marcel- 
us wiſhed he could quench the flames of burning 
Syracuſa with his tears : Titys with ereRted hands 
and eyes to heaven, wept over the proſtrate carcal- 
ſes of the Fews. What ſhould be then the moſt de» 
cent and laudable behaviour of a Chriſtian King to- 
wards a ſubdued and almoſt ſuppliant Enemy ? 
Should he ſtrut with pride ? Should he inebriate 
himſelf with paſſion ? Or ſhould he ſtrengthen his 
fury to an utter deſolation? The more generous 
beaſts abhorre this praftice, Vaſt and inexorable 
wraths ſhould not cohabit with royal minds , many 
things are to be pardoned to humane frailty, many 


your Prince, and ſeconded with a juft Cauſe, but 
on the contrary, todo injuſtice is never not unlaw-. 
full, We may incline and bow the ears of the Deity 
to a condeſcendence, but -we may not ſolicite hell 
for Avxilaries : we may not contemerate things ſa- 
cred, nor violate the divine Charters of the Church, 
we may rot ſubvert Religion nor contaminate cha. 
ſtity , we muſt not attempt facinorous art, nor in- 
vade the lives of Princes with poniards or venomous 


10 potions, we ought not to deſtroy Military Diſci. 


pline by tranſgrefling the Rights of Warfare, nor 
adventure upon certain villains to promote a deſpes. 
rate ambition, That warr ceaſeth to be juſt ( how- 
ever pretended to have a jult beginning ) when the 
future eyents are intermixcd with palpable injuſtice, 
and being well begun if they degenerate into evil 
progreſſions, they ought ſpeedily ro have an end. 
Weare taln by degrees ( greateſt Princes ) upon 
the matter intended, of which ir is your part to 


zo judge, and from ſound deliberations to provide for 


the tcliciry of Chriſtians both temporal and eternal, 
Your Authority is, or ought to be unqueſtioned, 
and your diſpoſedneſſe of minde and intentions, 
what can they be in good Princes, but unſuſpeRed : 
but the cauſe is perplexed and involved, yet the 
Reaſons that ſeem to conſpire the end are violent, 
A fierce and cruel warr is carried on among you, 
exerciſed in the beſieging of Cities, acquainted with 
deſtrucions, terrible for its monſtrous ſpreadings , 


things to ignorance, ſomething truly to affeRion, 0 under which the Church laboureth, the wiſhes of 


bur all things to repentance, It behoves him to pre- 
ſerve many, even to the prejudice of their obſlinate 
or erroneous wit, neither are all thoſe to be heard 
that are reſolved to periſh, Errour illaqueates ſome 
men, and Opinien ſets the completion upon the 
procedures of moſt men; others are enſnared by 
the counliels of a treacherous vigilancy; and ſome 
there are who have no fault but their fortune, * His 
pardon he will extend and communicate to many, 
whoſoever can reaily deſire to obtain from God his 
own pardon. 

Further | add, that thoſe reaſons which are pro- 
duced as ſubſervient to the attainment of a jult erd, 
ought themſelves alſo to be legitimate, otherwiſe 
the foundations may be firm, yet the ſuperſtru- 
cures may totter. That is not good which is not 
well done, the means we uſe muſt be as innocent 
and unreprovable as our meaning. That which 
knoweth no mediocrity, 1 know not how to term 
a virzue, A depraved intention by a kind of con- 
tagicus force ever infected the moſt auſtere and ſa- 
cred conduct of affairs ;, ſubdolous inventions alſo 
and crafty Artificers ſhade and eclipſe the _ of 
ſincere intentions, - Groſſe and ſcandalous is their 
errour, who having propoſed to themſelves ſome 
laudable mark, are Jutle ſolicizous of the arrows 
ihry ſhoot, They who have truſted to this footing 
have ( many of them ) ſlipt, and daſht themſelves a- 
Sain{t ſuch a rock of abſurdities as hath endangered 


the oppreſſed evaporate into ſighs, and the conyul- 
ſed world mourneth, it hath not proceeded inan 
ordinary way, nor is it continued after a humane 
manner. Sift out (if you pleaſe)the cauſes,and weigh 
diligently with your ſelves*the occaſions of ſuch an 
amazing tumule, 

If ar any time we bchold things natural ain 
within the hmirs of their preſcriptions, this dot 
not elevate our conſiderations toa wonder : but 


40 when we fee them irritated by ſome vehement im- 


petuoſity, or the determined confinements of Na- 
ture's Law to be perverted, we ſuſpeRt ſome bid. 
den force within, which ſuddenly burſteth forth and 
is Circumfuſed, from whence ſuch various motions 
do ariſe. As often as we ſee the windes to be ordi- 
narily ſtirred, we either judge it to be ſome breath 
or exhalation, or we conjecture, that the air hath a 
natural faculty to move its ſelf, leſt it ſhould become 
dull and torpid ia aninagitable Globe : bur as ofren 


5045s we behold boiſterous tempeſts to ariſe by the 


ſharp and violent conflits of the winds, which com- 
pell vaſt trees from their roots, and level firong 
builc houſes with the ground, which devour whole 
navies, and ſhake the foundations of the world, we 
aſcribe theſe to the airy Principalities diffipated 
through the regions of the Earth. In like manner, 
when warrs are managed among men in their accu. 
ſtomed forms, we attribute theſe to the ambitions 
deſigns of men, to cholerick temperaments, and to 


their brains, 1 ſhall inſtance in thoſe who have g, the caſlie impatience of an objected contumely : bur 


thought that health might be innocently purchaſed 
{rom the Devils themſclves by the virtue of. Magical 
forms, and that this is the ſatery which the Divine 
Oracles pronounce we may acquire from our ene- 
mies. But Pax/1s. peremprory in the confutation 
bercof, ſaying, That evil muſt not be done- that 
004 thay come thereof, No man is merciſull by 
thefts, nor charitable by furreptious gains , no in- 


nocent perſon ſeeketh convaleſcence by wicked ac- 
commodations, 


if they exceed proportion and example alſo , we 
ſuſpect that there is ſome undiſcovered origin of e- 
vils tranſcending our underſtandings and aſtoniſhing 
our lenſes, 

He that will duely and ſadly weigh the matter, 
will confeſle this of ſuch a cruel warr ; forirtis not 
aQuated with a civil minde, neither hath it thoſe 
decencies and Military Ornaments which are wont 
to accompany great mindes, but it is tzinted with 


To go to warr is lawtull, to kill is yOa virulent malgnity which devoureth. bothy parts, 
lawfull when you are backt with the Authority of and creeping as it were with a {low contabeſcenc 
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, the Bloud of 


ers of the Nobility are geſtinated to burchery and 
the ſhambles of prevailing Rebels, private Gentle- 
men are deſpoiled of almoſt all their goods, com- 
plaints are univerſal and dayly multiplied againſt 
Taxes and ExaGtions, which are the atiment thar 
pampersthis prodigious paſtime, Bur no force of 


The Angel of * Peace to all Chriſtian Princes, 


it eats up all things " the es are in a mourn- 
. 4ng eſtate, the Cities Ge detec ] 
"Ballant men is prodigally waited, the choicelt low- 


and carnal men rejoycing, and hell it ſelf trium- 
phing. | 

In the great viciſſitudes of things there hath of- 
ten intervened a bad minde, which vitiatetle the 
counſels, or retardeth the good determinations of 
Princes, and diverteth them trom taking a right aim 
at Glory, Scarce bad they ſaluted the skirts of his 
Dominions; bur, being exapitared by fatious whirl- 
winds, the good King recrowned with triumphant 


treaſure is comparable to the greedineſle of the ex- 10 Laurels is called into /raly, the 4/p-s mult be pene- 


aRtours themſelves, thoſe me of oppreſſion, 
The riches of a few men cauſeth a penury amongſt 
all men , the odious rejoycings of the unjult are 1a- 
ginated with the tears of the miſerable. Who is 
the Archite&t, the Contriver, the Artizan of all 
theſe evils? King Lewss ( ſay they ) is the Authour 
of the Warr. Butcan a Prince fo pious, ſo chaſte, 
ſo perpetually cloathed with the fear of God, raiſe 
ſuch ſtorms, cauſe ſuch tempeſts ? Whilſt he lived, 
he dayly lifted up undefiled hands to Heaven, was 
frequently converſant in holy Myſteries, and a com- 


* mon Farther of ſuch an exemplary and chaſtiſed con- 


ſcience, that he could not torgive himſelfthe leaſt 
contamination, till he had craved mercy from his 
God and waſh'd away his pollution with the Sacra- 
mental Bloud : he fought by neceflity, he over- 
came by valour , he was magnanimous in Reſoluti- 
on, famous in Warr, and forward in Peace, Who 
therefore can conceive that horrid and bloudy 
Counſels tending to the deſtruction of the whole 
Chriſtian world, conld have had either a conception 
in, or a welcome into that religions facrary of bis 
heart > Who can imagine that hatred and grudpes, 
that difpleaſures and revenge could finde an enter. 
tainment 1n his breaſt, But perhaps the Emperour 
delights in diſſentions, and nouriſheth his fanc 

with the turbulency of Chriſtian affairs. Judge- 
ment forbid that any man ſhould believe this, tor 
he is a Prince accompliſhed with the belt endow- 


ments,and compounded of equity and ingenuity, vi- 49 


yacity of ſpirit and ſolidity of wiſdome. What can 
be more agreeable to him then with che gentle hand 
of a Pacificatour to quiet his Germany ſhaken with 
fuch a dreadfull inundation of Warrs ? 

Whar ? is theKing of Spaiz then the diſturber ? 
No man can prove,that who hath the moſt intimate 
acquaintance with the ſenſe and apprehenſions of 
that great King. For ( he if any other ) hath a 
Chriſtiart minde, a pleafant wit, more prone to love 
and concord, then diſpoſed to quarrels and contro- 
veriies, There is nothing of fierceneſs or immode. 
ration inhim, nothing of malevolence and deſp:ght; 
he is careſull co enjoy his own greatneſs, careleſs to 
exerciſe aa unjuſt domination, 

From whence then floweth all this ſea of bloud, 
itno anger lodgeth in celeſtial minds? Who ſeeth 
not, that it happens not by humane deſignment, 
bur that it was hatch'd in Tophet, and the Aals 
Geni of the Nations have cheriſhed it to this formi- 
dable growth, that they might blaſt our flouriſhing 
eſtate, abate our plenty, and undermine our hap- 
pinefle. The affairs of Chriſtendom were too po- 
rent, when the Factions of Hereticks were over- 
thrown; it was their machination to turn our 
{words reaking with the bloud of our enemies, into 
our own bowels. They raiſed the commotions in 


Italy at Mantxa, and they broached all the Warrs 


in Germaxzy ; they have engaged by a malignant 
enmity, the principal Crowns of Chriſtian Fame 


trated in the depth of winter, a journey muſt be 
forced through rocks,concealed with ſnow and lined 
with armed men, the oppoſite forces mult b- inter- 
mingled, and batrtels fought upon al! diladvanrages ; 
which difficulties being conquered by a wonder- 
ful! courage, and an <qual teliciy, and therefore 
they deviſe and truſt to other arts of gubernation 
then God hath preſcribed, as if he ſaw not enough 
or were careleſs of his people. They excos:.ate 


20 new, ſubtle, and crafty wayes of procedure, w.icre- 


by to augment their own, and eniongle the eſtates 
of others, and if they can, to intermirgle and endan- 
ger all. They conceive it to be the part of a King 
to minde themſelves alone, to guard and watch the 
ſatery of themſelves alone, to referr all things to 
themſelves, and to make their way to ample and 
royal profits, if any og come in their way, 
over the carcaſſes of - iheir ſubje&s. That truth 
and falſhood know no diſtinction bur with retererce 
to our profit, unto which all the lives of all our 
actions muſt be concentrick, and that whatſoever 
is profitable is onely unlawtull among too!s, that 
an humble and timorous Conſcience is too im- 
portunate in the method of high Connſels, That 
ſubjets ſhould be taught to exerciſe Religion with 
a ſcrupulous tenderneſs, that Princes muit practiſe 
it, or upon it for adyantage, That ſolid vir. 
tue 15 an hinderance if not lawtuall, *cis the ſhadow 
and reſemblance of it that it is commodious ; that 
honeſty is praiſed, yer freezeth ; that nothing is 
unlawtul to Kings, that is magnificent tor the King- 
doms. 

This is not, that I may uſe the words of the Apo- 
ſtle, This is not that wiſdom which deſcerderh from 
above, bur earthly, carnal, diabolical,' w!1ch irmpo. 
ſeth upon minds bewitched, and involve:h King- 
doms in a miſerable deſtruction. Farr different 
(Excellent Princes ) is your reislement, and valtly 
oppolice is your underitanding co theſe interna! no. 
tions, For were it committed to your care tO ma- 
nage the Aﬀairs not of a Chriſtian Empire, but to 
govern the Kingdom of the Saracens , yet this Do- 
&rine would occur from the very Books and Inſti. 
tutes of eatheniſh Legiſlators, that crafr is perni- 
cious to thoſe that turn the globe of Government : 
that thisis humble, and baſe, and alwayes hatefull, 
ſeldom, and never long together advantageous, 
Whereupon T hucidides, rhe moſt ſcientifical Politi- 
cian, faith, That a. Cormmon-wealth is better go- 
verned and more profperouſly by moderate men, 
and ſuch as bave an indifferent wit, then by the acute 
and ſuch as are ſuperabundantly induſtrious. But yet 
ſhould you a& the parts of men exiled from God, 
and lawleſs in the world ; yer according to humane 
ſenſe and as is believed, no unprofitable craft, excuſe 
weredue to them who have the overſeeing of many 
things, which concern all men, But now fecing ihar 
you perceive that your Empires are continued to 


you chiefly by thoſe things by which they began, 


in an implacable Warr , raging with ineffable 70 whoſceth not that Chriſtian Kingdoms are eſtabli- 


deſtrutions, the Church mourning, Infidels 


ſhed in Faith, Juſtice, and Lenity, and that a 
UDs. 
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ſubverted- by Impiety , Injuſtice and Cruelty ? 
Who obſerves not that thoſe men who ſtray from 
the Canons of heavenly Wiſdom precipitate them- 
ſelves into devious enormities and caliginous ob» 
ſervations ? 

Conſult if you pleaſe the whole body of Hi- 
ſtory, and conſider what have been the exits of 
Tiberians and Herodians, you ſhall finde this to 
be the pedigree of their everlaſting Reproach , 


Ti1E HOLY COURT. 


tite imagine, let bim plead thar immenſe and per- 
plexed Charter of Kingdoms from New-bretns who 
tirſt impoſed the yoke upon free necks, let him de- 
rive it downward through the labyrinthed Suc- 
ceſſions of ſo many þ ges, or let him calculate up- 
wards digging up his Grard-father, and Great- 
grand-father's Great-grand-father, till by the 
ſearch of ſo many Sepulchers he hath wearied the 
tenacious memory of the deſirous, and confounded 


firſt, a ſubdolous and wily minde, a lite fall of x0 the prudence of the skilfull; what will he meer 


thorny cares and dawning jealouſies, brittle and 
fugitive hopes, certain fears, uncertain counſels, 
deaths full of calamity, longs puniſhments, fleet. 
ing pleaſures, poſterity, either none, or of no con- 
tinuaance, But on the other fide if yon pleaſe to 
contemplate the Records of Chriſtian Princes, who 
have governed their Kingdoms with fincerity of 
minde, with gentleneſſe of hand with a prudent 
moderation, and an invincible integrity, through 


with at length bat a ſuppeditation of freſh diſcord, 
and fuel for new fires of tumult ? Who can be the 
arbitratour, 'who the judge to compoſe ſuch great 
differences as will reſult from ſuch involved cauſes ? 

The Lord would not divide the inheritance be- 
tween the Brethren : he that appointed meaſure ro 
the Heavens, ſet bounds to the ſea, and preſcribed a 
proportion to all the Elements, even he refuſed to 
divide the Lamb between che kinſmen, being eon- 


ſo many croſſe accidents, temptations , and dif- 20 firmed,” that the avarice of men was contentious 


couragements of humane affairs, you may behold. 
Hero's beloved of their own, feared by their Ene- 
mies, to have lived ſafe in felicity and accumulated 
glories, and ro have left behind them acceptable 
pledges of their own virtues for many generations. 
Therefore caſting away the counſels of ſuch an im- 
pious and execrable Warr, overcoming the charges 
of ambition with the comforts of a valiant modelty, 
and repreſfing irregular deſires by charity, let us 
make our Addreſſes to God the Founder of Safety, 
and the reconciler of Diviſions, for when we de- 
ſpair he can repair, our extremity is the criſis of his 
opportunity. 

But what is it that hath diſobliged the deſires, 
fruſtrated the expeRations of all men, and almoſt 
tired out the oppreſſive {ighs of the mourning 
Church with ſuch tedious diſappointments? Is ir 
Honour? Is it Wealth? Truly if Honour, 1t 1s 
that which hath miniſtred not the weakelt influence 


unto the vehement inducements of this Warr , an 40 


opinion of contempt ſhould now be caſhiered, 
when the fierce oppolitions of two potent King- 
doms are engaged. What affluence can out-age 
the plenty which either of them may juſtly boaſt ? 
W hat is more admirable then their Power > What 
more undaunted then their Valour > Fortitude, 
in a cauſe ſo miſerable, is indeed rather to be la- 
mented then deſired, worthy the compelled prail- 
es of of an Enemy, or the doletul! experience of 


and implacable, Thercfore it Chrift himſelf ſhould 
now deſcend from Heaven, neither would he judge 
and determine your wealth, your intereſt, your 
tmp" and fortunes , neither if he would ſhould 
e by the umpirage of his impartial equity define 
all things according to your ſenſe and will, 
What remaineth therefore, but that all Apes be 
worne out and waſted by infamous and degenerate 
Warr, the parts and factions being not unequally 


30 matched and both ſides molt deſirous of their ends 


and intereſts? But is it ſo glorious and worthy 
an enterpriſe for ſuch great Princes, ſo pious, fo 
majeſtical, and ſuch potent Lords ,of Sca and 
Land, to contend #bout one City, nay. perhaps 
one Caſtle, and that too almoſt battered down 
by the Thunder-bolts of Warr ? nay abour the 
very duſt and rubbage, and all this with deadly en- 
mity which can be proficable ro none, but hurtfull 
tO many ? 

[ underſtard, O ye wiſe and intelligent Counſel- 
lours to Princes, what anſwer you will return to 
this, that your Intereſt is herein concerned, and 
your Horour engaged, leſt the propriety of your 
Maſterz ſhould be diminiſhed by that League which 
the whole world expeterh. But I now leave that 
to be diſcuſſed by your prudence and equity, whe- 
ther the whole Chriſtian world ſhould be endan- 
gered in their fortunes, lives, bloud, falyation, and 
deſtruction of all things, to give a Miniſter of State, 


a S$aracey; -but being exerciſed in a mutual dif. gg a King's £ervant an aſſurance of ſome featbery and 


cord among Chriſtians, moſt undervalued when beſt 
extolled, a Spanizrd hath no reaſon to contemne a 
French-man, nor a French- man to deſpiſe a Spani- 
ard, yet either of them hath his advantages where» 
on to builda wiſh, that their united ſtrength might 
be exhibired in a more juſt conteſtation, and a bet- 
ter fate. 

If the queſtion be concerning your Propriety, it 
is a buſineſſe ſo perplexed, that Archeilaw bath 


airy fame and perhaps deepeſt rooted in his own 0- 
pinion ? What ſhould ſuch elevated fouls as yours 
have for the obje& of their wiſhes, but char all 
things ſhould bave a ſweet and peaceable compoſure 
to the advantage both of Kings and Kingdoms ? Burt 
if you pleaſe, ponder this choice, whether it be not 
far better for the Prince's Honour, and the utility of 
his State, to remit ſomewhat of that tenacity of ſpi- 
rit, and indeclinable rigour of minde, then to ſub. 


long agone determined, that it can never be de- 60 je and expoſe all things to the violence of fire, and 


termined ; fo that if we' contend about the Rights 
of Kingdoms, Cities, and Families we ſhall prove 
his words to be full of truth, who called it the con. 
fuſion of things and fortunes, neceſſarily teeming 
with erernal jarrs, and endleſſe diſagreements a- 
bout the aſſertions. And if all things ſhould be 
tranſacted according to the rigour of Juſtice, we 


ſhoulEneither have a King, nor a rich man remain- 
If any man therefore were poſſeſſed of what- 


ing. 


to the advantage of plunderers and murthering 
thieves? Burt perhaps you imagine that it is better 
tor Kingdoms to ſuffer direptions and devaſtations, 
then ruine : but what c«lſe is devaſtation then a dire- 
full perdition ? *Tisa miferable comfort to deftroy, 
that you may not be defiroyed, and to take the 
burning of Cities to be felicities compared with 
rapine; as if you ſhould ſuppoſe it-to be ſome 
goodly thing to dy, to avoid death, Thar body is 


foever the ſagacity of his wit could ſuggeſt unto bis 70 not loſt chat may be preſerved by the ſparing of a 
wiſhes, whatſoever opinion could fancy, or appe- 


ſingle nail, In a greatand flouriſhing Kingdom, 


nothing 
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rather then toconiend with men, 
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tranquility; Miniſters o& State loſe no- 
thing of their Fame, if they be reputed the fortu- 
nate Peace-makers of the World, rather then the 
Fire-brands ofa Kingdom , and State- barrettours, 
How many of this tenacious obſtinacy and deſtru- 
Rive circumſpet.on have the unfortunate people 
blaſted with execrations and defamed with reproa- 
ches, becauſe by litigious juglings they had delu- 
ded the world into an univerſal equipage of forrow 
and complaint, rather ronniving at the deſtruction 
ofall things, then that they, in the moſt ſpeechleſs 
calamity, would part with a toy of Honour to re- 
vive a periſhigg State. 
Bur if any &mong you ſhall lend an ear of favou- 


rable regard to the complaints of the whole Chri-' 


tian world, and ſhall ſtretch out a proteRing band, 
and ſhall immolate the refignation of a narrow in- 
tereſt to the Divinity of a general preſervation , 
doubtleſs Heaven it ſelf ſhall be beſieged for an ac- 
cumuiation of bleflings upon him. The preſent 
Age ſhall pay tributes of Benevolence to his Per. 
ſon, and Poſterity ſhall refreſh the memory of his 
Virtues with a reverential gratitude, The people 
will celebrate his praiſes, and look upon him /as the 
Saviour of their Country, a beneficent Patriot, and 
will flock to behold him as the falutary and propiti- 
ous Planet of their telicity, 


WT The A wel | Peace to all Chriſtian Princes, 
| a iſh ifa ſmall Townor a Caſtle be 
-urr thereby to purchaſe peace and 


keth away contentions, putteth an end to wars, 
trampleth down the proud affeteth the humble,re- 
concileth the litiganc, is delightfom unto all, full of 
bdenignity to all, cannot be extolled, cannot be put. 
fed up, ſeeketh no unjuſt poſſeſſion, vindicateth no 
propriety, teacheth to love .that which it knoweth 
not how to heal, And ſaith Nazianzen, Ubi nou eft 
pax, non eft mundns. It is not a world without 
peace. For according to Simeoy it conſiſteth in three 


2 © things, or to ſay better, ſubliſteth by "three things, 


Verity, Juſtice, and Peace. Bleſſed are the Peace- 
makers, for they ſhall be ealled the Sons of Ged, ſaith 
the voice of Truth, Behold the Adoption and the 
Name of the Sons of God, whereof ſv many Kings | 
and Emperours have been competitours in deſire, 1s 
not promiſed to ſubdued Nations, not bequeathed 
to ſtormed and burnt Cities, not legacied to a deſo- 
Jace world, but to ſuch as reverence Peace and com- 
poſe the variances of Princes by leagues & treaties, 


20 Are you not ſometimes poſleſſed ( beſt Prirces ) 


with a trembling fear , when you reach out your 
hands at the Alrar,when you appear at and partici- 
pate thoſe boly Myſteries, leſt if you pur not a peri- 
od to theſe Wars, the Angels of Peace bitterly 
weeping ſhould divert their eys from you , leſt the 
voice ot Chriſt ſhould cry aloud: to you from the 
Temple, and as ofren as you ask peace and pardon 
with the Charch, fo ofcen he ſhould anſwer, What 
baſt chou te do with Peace ? Thou kiſſcſt my Head 


This glorious burthen ( Greateſt Princes) li- 39 and kickeſt my Members, You flatter me with pray- 


eth upon your ſhoulders, you muſt command, a&; 
enaQ, and pertc& , you muſt uſe your ſervants as 
the inſtruments of their publick good. Truly , If 
you are at leiſure to bear that , which without an 
indelible ſtain of negligence you cannot refuſe to 
hear, 1 ſhall make it evident that the ſabſtance of 
my perſwaſions , - is but the Eccho of the voice of 
God, indeed, the Law and Commandment of God, 
that your preſervation and propriety is comprehen. 


confligs of all good men's hearts do wonderfully 
conſpire and point toir, And firſt conſider, whe- 
ther you that” have ſo long reſiſted Chriſt the 
Peace-maker , may not ſeem to war againſt God, 
For he is our 
Peace, and hath made of both one, in him he was 
pleaſed that all the fulneſs of the Godhead ſhould 
anhabic, and thart all things ſhould be reconciled to 
himſelf by him ; and that through the Bloud of bis 


ers, and perſecute me with ſwords. You have the 
voice of Zacob , but you have the hands of F ſax. 
While you kindle Bonefires of outward congratula» 
tion and thankfulneſs ro me, you make Bonehres of 
Cities, and exhibit ſad emblems of your inflamed 
minds to the world. You ſmell of Incenſe, and by 
your means whole Towns are turned into ſmoak, 
and whileſt you preſent your ſelf a Suppliant be- 


Fore me, you play the Warriour before the world, 
ded in ic, andihat the Edits of Heaven and the 40 Your weapons reak not with the bloud oi 


zrh s 
bat Brethren. So many miſerable men are flaush- 
tered by thy command , and the blond of rhote is 
ſhed by thee for whom i ſhed my bloud, Whileſt 
you cry to me, thouſands of V Vidows and Orplars 
cry to behold thoſe carkaſſes which row can n0 
more anſwer to the names of Husband and Farther, 
V Vhileſt you here ereRt Altars ro me, you elle. 
where offec your vows to your own luits.;. you 40 
not ſacrifice but ſin., whileſt theſe things are ated 


Croſs our peace ſhould be purchaſed. Upon his in- 5g by your command, or tolerated by your conm- 


oreſs into the World he brought Peace. His fleſh he 
ſuffered to be direfully and inbumanely rent and 


wounded , but his bones which by ſo many hidden 


and intricate connexions repreſent the Church, he 
would have untouched , intimating his moſt vehe- 
ment deſires thereby, that his Ele&t ſhould be con- 
ſociated in an indifſoluble tye of concord. . And 
indeed in the Old Teſtament the high prieit went 
not into the Sanftum Sartorum but with Pome- 


. yence, Bend your mind and not your knees,deceive 


not the world without a laborious kypocritte , and 
make no falſe boaltings ofthe portion of my {pirir, 
but manacle your own pafſions,and came your own 
deceitful ſpirits, and if you wil have pardon. pardon. 

Many things (Great Princes) at the beginning are 
to be pardoned to errour, & many things to a mind 
agitated with a ſhew or a gueſs of injury. if ſome 
Wars be jult, it ſome be neceſſary ,yet whileft they 


gSranates faſtned to the $kirts of his Garments , gg are protracted, they ceaſe to be what they were, 


which inſinvateth unto us that ſtrict Society and a- 
greement of che Saints one among another, 

When Chriſt had triumphed over Death he ſa- 
luteth his Diſciples with that ſweet and amiable 
name of Peace ; with this the Apoſtles beautifie the 
entrance into their Epiſtles : with this the Juſt are 
delighted , this lapſed men implore,and by this the 
Angels triumph. For ( faith S. Anguſtive ) Peace 
is the ſerenity of the Mind, the tranquility of the 
Soul, the glew of Concord, the cement of Aﬀecti. 
on, the fc}lowſhip of Charity ; this is it which ca- 


they loſe their innocence bythe verydiuturnity.and 
whilſt they increaſe 1n fury,they decreaſe in cauſe & 
reputation. Take heedleſt our molt mercitul Lord 
beoffended with the long continuance 21d the laſt. 
ing malignity of your undertakings. You arenot 
gnorant with what ſecurity our Saviour eajoyned a . 
removal of a!l ſcandals from his Kingdom,dooming 
the authours of them to have a Mill-ftone ticd a- 
bour their necks and their bedies catt into the Sea. [ 


76 ſhall not indeed bea rigid interpreter of Prince's 


ations, or paſs a ſpeedy condemnation upon ther, 
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Bur ye: we muſt beware le!t fo many calamities and 
fancrals ſpread further by the very contagion of 
the hatred, left the minds ot all pious people be 
offended , and the ſcoffing tongues of the wicked 
be ſharpned 2g1init our RKcigion. The Gentiles in 
time palt were amazed at the Charity of the Chri- 
ſtians to ſee how they loved one another , to ſee 
how they had a mutn=| cont: ntion of defires to die 
for one another, They who wanted the advantage 


x 


under ſome tyrannous calamity, They are ſeque- 
{tred from light and converſaion ; they have nei- 
ther Country nor habication, neither reſt nor ſood; 
Fecundity, the mol deſired bleffirg of their ſormer 
bopes, is now both hated and feared , becauſe they 
cannot leave an inheri:ance of good things to their 
children, they would not prop gate them to be- 
come heirs of miſery. That lite which they have been 
careful to preſerve amidit ſo many dangers , they 


of Faith were allured with the admiration of their x © now deteſt, as unprofitable to you, urcomfortable 


virtues. They. expeccd not any prophane mixcures 
no: baſe geſigns irom him who had devoted himſelf 
to brotherly Kindneſs, But now ſhould the Hes- 
then behold brother apainit brother whart elſe could 
be the ſad harmony of their jubilacions , bur, ſee 
how they deſtroy one anorher , fee how they but- 
cher one another , {ce how they proſecute and per- 
ſecute one another wi:h endleſs batred. Either 
they are without Chriſt, or Chriſt is wi:hout Peace. 


to themſelves, To be plundred of all thir gs at once 
is their deliberate wiſh , leſt every day they ſhould 
be plundred. But inthe mean time they are inte- 
ſted with a diverſity of evils, the amitlion of all 
things, & the capitaiion of each particular thing : an 
Excite upon every thing, an undonbred property in 
nothing They fall under the cruel command of! nes 
cellity , where they are neither permitted to live 
with the honeſt , nor to die with the quiet : they 


It is a hard ſaying , yet hath it more of truth then ,, are made gazing ſtocks to others, and are formida- 


wonder. The: cauſe of God fufferech diminution in 
theſe diſcords;, The Church mourneth for many 
and horrid things, cither the Religion we profels 
accuſerh our errours, or we the Profcſſours accuſe 
our Religion. By us I»fidels inſult over the Ele, 
the Prophane over the godly, the Jews over Chriſt, 
and Barbarians over the Church, 1t our honour be 
cheap in our own valuation, why do we betray the 
Eonour of God? why do we batter his Inheritance? 


Moreover , to what ſhort conſideration isit not z q ſelves as tor your Wbjects. 


evident, that Chriftian Diſlentions have been al- 
wayes the occal;on of Heatheniſh rejoycings ? 
Whil!t our own Armies are confliQirg one with 
the oiher, the Turks have taken Rhcaes from us, 
and uſurped Crnſtantizo;le. May we not think it a 


miraculous indulgence of our merciful God, ro di- 
vert {@ potent and cruel an enemy from our de- 
itruction by erg-ging lim in the Perſian War? 


Buc this is much «co be teared,, leſt if fuch whirl. 


ble to themfelves , whilſt their eſtates periſh to 
themſclves , their affetions are leſſened to you, 
which formerly adorned and confirmed your 
Crowns with loyal valour, 

Conlider (4 reateſt Princes)that next to the Ho. 
rour «rd Worſh' Pp of C:0d , the moſt ſvp eme Law 
that binds yov , 1s the ſaiety of the People. It was 
once che ſpeech ot a valiant Emperour, Nenwihi ſed 
ex'r/itri fits ; You are not ſo much bornfor your 
Their cares it you be 
wile muſt be your crofſes , their oppreflions your 
burdens,iheir miſeries your intelicities,ard their diſ- 
couragements your complaints W hat doth it zdvan- 
tage diſconſolate mien to be deterded from the ex. 
pectations of a greedy enemy by beirg rifled & im- 
poveriſh'd by thoſe ot his own Nation,He 1s a miſe- 
rable Paſtour from whom the tutelary Gods of the 
flock require more things then wolves can deyour. 

Bur this is the ſoul of misfortune, the eſtate being 


winds of wra:b continue amongſt us, he ſhould fly 4o exhauſted, the wind is dejeRed, and the virtues are 


uponthe tern and ſcattered remainder of our King- 
doms with fary and violence. Ir is alſo to be fer. 
cd leſt the Providence being fo ofcen provoked by 
our renewed injuries ſhould caft us out as a prey to 
the roaring and the ravenous Lion. The greateſt 
Empires have been often loft in ruine for the ſame 
cauſes, and thy ſame offences, and the wicked Kings 
have becn ſubjected to a Forreign Domination, 
their poiteriry bath been cut off, and all their glories 


diſheartned , the Laws are ſilent among Swords, 
the Blaſphemer ard the Kypocrite have the uncon- 
trolled liberty of ſpeaking z Sword-men licenti- 
ouſly ſwagger, Robbers and Plunderers are the on- 
ly Kanters ; Murderers are the merry-men,and all 
variety of luſt is p:edominant ; the beauty of 
Churches is diſgraced and lullied with Sacrilegious 
hands; Altars are overthrown, Juſtice is yih1pen- 
ded, and Injuſtice bluſheth in Scarlet Robes, RKeli.. 


have vaniſhedinto a reproachtul ſcoff. What con. 5 gion fainterh, Piery languiſheth ,Charity is counted 


ſtant glories have they poſſeſſed , what dry deaths 
hatch the check of Providence allowed them , by 
whoſe means it haih come to paſs, that the King- 
dom of Chriſt hath devolved into the hands and 
power of the Saracexs ? 

Add to theſe things (O you, Princes! ) the unre- 
garded grievances ot your Subjects, and the labori- 
ous ſervitude of your p:ople. Neceflity compels 
you to devour your own members, that you get in- 


icandalous ; and not only all chings are perverted, 
bur perverſe things are neglected, as if it were ex- 
ped:ent that things ſhould be ſo, neceflity that 
truitful mother of impieties ſo commandiog. 

And if you will refle& upon your own affairs, [ 
beſeech you ( Princes) among ſo many Funerals of 
War , what can be pleaſant to you ? You muſt 
ſtir the Farth, add diſquiet to the Sea, and by 
many dangers you muſt arrive at greater danger. 


to your graſpche members of another, Such anu. 60 Death that is obviqus to every perſon , mult be 


merous people as the omnipotent God hath delega. 
red to your care and piety , that they fhould be 
kneaded and compounded into one ſubſtantial feli- 
city by Peace and Concord, by holy Laws and reli- 
gious adoration of the Deity, are either expoſed as 
unfortunate and ſuccourleſs oblations to the fury of 
their enemies, or-groan under the prefſures of rtax- 
ations, and are tilted in their fortunes by the un- 
appeaſed and inſatiable avarice of exaRtours, Thoſe 


ſought for by hard labours ; no erroneous or re- 
p:oveable courſe indeed , if a happy Peace were 
unfe;gnedly purſued. Many things are unfaithful 
at home, inteſted abroad , great Armies are hard 
ro raiſe, coſtly to maintain , eaſe to be deſtroy- 
ed, the fate of Paitels is common, and the 
chance of War uncert?in. Proſperity doth not ſa- 
tisfie, adverſity firiketh with a ſteep wounding darr, 
and pierceth the very heart. Many times victories 


who have eſcaped the $word', Famine depopu- 70 themſelves are the ſeeds of new contentions , the 


lates by lingring deaths, or elſe they live oppreſſed broodirg of new ſorrows. 


It 3s not lawful for 
, them 
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| them that are up to keep their (tation, nor for 
thoſe"that- were overcome to lie ſtill. Diſcords 
increaſe with a prodigious fertility being once be- 
gun, and many times the conquered draw the Con- 
querours, and an inconcoted exceſs of fortune 
obftruceth all their glories, all things are' inter. 
mixt with fear that depend TE bn 4 "Ma- 
ny times falſacious events delude well-grounded 
hopes, and horrid Cataſtrophe's befall the deſpe- 
rate. The ingreſſes of War are troubleſome, the 
progreſſes doubtfull,the egreſſes commonly deplo. 
rable. Many is exhauſted to make good the baffles 
of force by undermining fraud , loft Commanders 
are lamented, to whom nothing was wanting but 
immortality. Cypreſs diſappoints the Laurel, and 
Funerals are diſtinguiſhed by Palms. The Conque- 
rours ſtand over the ruines ef the oppreſſed, being 
themſelves waſted by the expence of bloud and 
ſtrength,and nearer to their Tombs then Triumphs, 
You would believe that a Kingdom weredeſtroyed, 
did you not believe that the enemies were deſtroy- 
ed. How much better were it for Peace-makers to 
make uſe of the indulgence of Fortune, rather then 
ſo often to provoke the departures of the Fates a- 
gainſt your ſelyes, 

Certainly, if there be any conſideration of the 
value of a Chriſtian Title, if there be any commi- 
ſeration of humanity, the afflicted condition of all 
Nations that fight for Chriſt ought ro move you. 


Ange of ea ce to al Chriſtian Princes. 


| | $855 
nothing whole therein, but wounds, and ſwelling, 
and ſores full of corruption, they have not been 
wrapped;nor bound up, nor mollified with oil,” .,/, 
If:che fame manwho is powerfull in the condu& 
of this worlds affairs, and can diveinto.the-ſecrer of 
theſe controverſies, covldin a.clear proſpetive be-.. 
hold the Chriſtian wofld- gaſping undec ſo many, 
diretull perplexities, doubtles it would pierce his, 
ſoul, and be would condemne himſelf of cruelty did 


10 he not procure her reftauration., Hard are- thoſe 


ears that bow not at theſe conſiderations , harder 
are thoſe eyes that can behgld them without ſome 
moiſt reſtimonies of ſorrow, Bey 

I ſhall tellyou (Beſt Princes) that which chief- 
ly concerneth you intereſt, I ſhall ſhew you that . 
which comprehendeth both the angmentatiog' and 
the glory of your Dignity, I wiſh, your King- 
domes ſettled upon foundations as firm as rocks : 
I wiſh your Cities may continue obedient ; all your: 


20 Subjedts obſequious ;; and all things calm and even J** 


| 290 PO things 
is your domelticall pI Yet it 1s well were w:it- 


worth a ſerious fear, leſt thoſe people who are ap- = lovg 
prehenſive of cheir bard condition under Kings,and which of 
ſee the neighbouring Common. wealths enjoy - ſo !at< bare, 
much lenity and freedom; do begin to hate Monar- bees woe 
chy, and (which is abſolutely unlawfuli) conſpire oy fad e- 
to withdraw their Obedience, that they may ac- = 
quire a redemption from their evils by the tempta« 

tion of Liberty. 


And it mult needs be an obje& full of bitter an- 30 Certainly its very unequal and unjuſt that at this 


uiſh to ſee a Nation worried to ruine by fraternal 

iſcords, which Chriſt hath eſpouſed co himſelf by a 
peculiar Eletion. Germany that mother of fruit- 
tulneſs, that advancer of Learning, and ſhop of 
War, is now full of mourning, the Country being 
unmanured, many gallant Cities being to be ſoughc 
where the Cities themſelves flouriſhed, ſo many 
men being ſlain, ſo much wealth conſumed, ſo ma- 
ny Churches demoliſhed,is now the miſerable mirch 


day Common-wealths alone ſhould inherit peace 
and plenty,and Chriftian Kingdomes ſhould labour 
under generall conyullions, and be waſted with un- 
heard of lacerations, The rigorous ritneſs of Em- 
pire, the tuning of the ſtrings too high in Govern- 
ment doth ſometimes crack them and diſſolve great 
Empires, a hard ſervitude hath not ſeldome inſtru- 
Red a Nation into Liberty. When the inquinated 
times of the Hebrew Kings were paſt, and the Jews 


of Fortune dancing in her aſhes. Lotharingia oyer- 49 were now returned from a long Captivity, there a- 


came 7erxſalem with calamities, and brought upon 
her more then all barbarity could execute, or all 
miſery could undergo. The Low-Countries are a- 
larm'd with an anniverſary contention,and is draw- 
ing on among the ſlow Funerals. A hidden poiſon 
hath invaded England, and engaged her in a blind 
and unexpected War. Spaix fo long viftorious, fo 
long free from jars and tumult, alwayes impatient 
of (lavery,and a oe to want,is aſſaulted to the 


roſe in them an averſation to Kingly Government; 

and almoft for five bund:ed years no man durlt 

think of a Diadem before Ariftobxlzs, who rather 

uſurped then received it , neither was it eſtabliſhed I 

upon a firm baſis, for his unfortunate poſteriry did pagi- 

not long enjoy it, | pr” nd 
Cecrops reigned in Athens in the dayes of Aoſes, jan 

whom ſeventeen Kings ſucceeded , ſome grew info- 1ribures 


: \ 2% among the 
lent, ſome negligent, and theſe perpetuall Gover. jonws .. 


yery throat. Fear hath journied over the Ap: and 5&@ nours were derhroned : for when it was obſerved and the 


poſſeſſed R:me.Fury hath difordered 7ra/y,and un- 
leſs the Princes by prudent Counfels and fagacity 
of wit had re-compoſed the diſtraKions,it was juſt- 
ly to be feared that when chey had made a ſolitude 
they would have called thatPeace.What is undiſtur- 
bed 2 what is not miſerable ? $5 tu viltrix provin- 
cia ploras : If thou O Fraxce mourneſt which haſt 
fo often triumphed over thine enemies, and in a 
deep ſenſe of miſery groaneſt ro feel the darts pul- 


led out of thine own bowels which muſt be thrown 69 ledge againſt Kings,and hatelull to all men, 


againſt others. What do barren Laurels profit ſuch 
as are ſick and languiſhing among the rapines of 
their goods and eſtates ? To what purpoſe is it to 
hold flowers to the noſtrils when the body is wa- 
ſted and parched with ſuch violent fevers? It is a 
malignant kind of ſolace for one man to compute 
his felicity by the increaſe of another's grief. No- 
thing is fafe, nothing pleaſant amidſt ſuch calamities, 


where the worſt of evils is the rejoycing. The whole 


. petulancy, by great force and perperuall diſgrace 


that the diuturnity of Regall Power flattercd them $P3%3%% 
| ” and Lace- 
into a ſecurity of their exceſſes, the Government gemonians 


was reduced to ten years continuance. uſed 10 ap- 
The Kings of Sparta alſo luxuriating in their glo- *f* - | 

ries, and made wanton by felicity , were ſoon dif. co them, 

mantled of chem both, Lycargas tempered the Scep- 3 ®& tn 


omans 


ter by a wiſe inſtitution of 28 men called Sena- fron; the 
rours, Afterwards to this number of the Senatours Conſulsto 


there was added the Eph5ri with roo much privi- þjes. at 


the firſt 


Rome from the beginning was governed by cue 


Kings, the laſt whereof (which were the two T.ar- our Pailia- 
grins) ruling that warlike Nation with pride and ment men, 
t0 be advt- 
4 | : \ecs abouc 
they were expelled trom their Magiftracy, leaving affairs and 
almoſt an everlaſting odiura_againit the Regimenr altBents 


10 the 
of Kings. King, bat 
it would be too impertinent to reckon up the An- i" © ſhort 
tient times, we our ſelves have ſeen in our dayes authority 


head is ſick, and the whole heart is heavy, from the 99 how many a rigid domination hath ſacrificed to overtop- 


ſole of the foot unto the crown of che head, there is 


ped the 
» King's 
VE pows:, 


the Peoples fury, who having endured all things 
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have learned from thence to dare to attempt all 
things, and thoſe Kingdoms which tor a long time 
they ſuffered under, they bave at lengch uſu rped by 
cruel and laſting Wars. Far beit from your Sub- 
jets to entertain any ſuch perverſity of choughr, 
and far {rom you alſo be contempt and ngour, leſt 
the Divine bid bring co paſs that which tew fear, 
none dare attempr, and all abhor, Tranſmit there- 
fore (Q ye Princes !) comfort to the weariſom, 


and peace to the troubled, upon which all wiſhes 10 


arebent, ini Which all people are bleſſed. 

- Behold at length there is given unto us by the 
ſingular gift of God a good Pope, a man of blame- 
leſs life, of conſummated underſtanding, of a great 
mind, and extremely zealous , he is as the zy/;/eman 
faid; As the Rein bow that is bright in the fair clouds. 
This is he , whom after ſo many forms, fo many 
tempeſts,and ſuch a deluge of Chriſtian bloud, God 
ſeems to exhibit as a Reſtorer of things , a Peace» 


maker to the World, an Avenger of Evils,and a Be- 20 


ſtower of Bleffings. And indeed this is not done 
by humane counſel, but by the gube native reaſon 
_ of God, which is his Providence, chat he might de- 
monſtrate to the worid by no yain auguries, chat to 
this man as to rhe Patriarch X-ah, the tops of the 
Mounrsin: ſhould appear, the waters of ftrife, and 
the Alouds of contention being dried up. This I 
ſuppoſe 13 that Deve with ſilver wings , and whoſe 
binder parts glittered as the pureſt Gold, whereof 
the Prophet ipake. 

Tnwocentins hath ever ſhined brighter then Sil. 
yer by the candour and uprightneſs of his mind 


but now the latter parts of his life promiſe a gol- 


den Age unto the World. He doth not fitidle a. 
midft the complaints and mournings of the Church, 
he do h not revel in an uncircumſpe@t and lazy 
greatneſs, bur with unwearied pains, and a mind 
always vigilant, he1s intent upon illuſtrious cares 
for Chriſt, and aimeth at the Conſolation of man. 
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ſtoutly for the Houſe of God, and with 2 great ſpi- 
rit laboured for Peace with fohn and Eaward, at 
that time the Kings of the Nations. 

Inmocentins the Seventh, mounted not otherwiſe 
tothis pitch ot ſupreme Dignity, but by a faithiul 
endeayour conſtantly tranilaRted to reconcile the 
Princes, and appeaſe ihe Citics of 7taly , which a 
malignant force of diſcord had precipitated into 
imminent deſtruRion. 

Innocemtias the Eighth, was moſt deſirous of 
Peace among Chriſtian Princes, and could not 
without ſore motions of impatience ſce any g0 to 
War but upon the moſt important and impertunate 
cauſes, = 

Inmcentins the Ninth , when before his Pontifi- 
cate he was the Apoſtolical Nuntio of Gregory the 
Fourteenth, ſtaying ſix years among the Yexerians, 
conjoyned them both in Arms and Armies with the 
Pope, and Ph;lip the Second King of Spaiy, ant” 
irritated them againſt the 7#1k : whereupon 
that moſt t:zmous Victory of Nanpetss broke 
the boldneſs of the Saracens, and after a wonderful 
manner improved the condud of Chriftian Afﬀairs. 

O how is the name of the /xzecext born and con. 
ſecrated unto Peace ! Oh joyful appellation unto 
Chriſtians ! The Tenth will accompliſh what the 
Nine have attempted, ſo much the greater , as this 
number is the more noble, 

Go on thou Dove of Innocence , diſplay thy fil. 
ver wings', fly over both Earth and Sea, view the 
World, ſhew forth in all places the Celeſtial Olive, 
give Peace ſo ambiriouſly deſired, and by ſuch con. 
ſtant expeCtations wiſhed , give Peace | lay ſe often 
c1ll'd forgand co be implor'd of thee the Anointed of 
the Lord, or elſe at this time it muſt be deſpaired of. 

What remaineth ( Greateſt Princes) bue 
that you grant that to our Petitions which you 
have hicherco denied to our Reaſons : Whatſoever 
reſtraineih paſsion, whatſoever can appeaſe an arm. 


kind, The amiable name of Pemphilixe is de. 40 ©1 manin fury, doch now run towards you in one 


ligh:ful unto all men, and delightful is the name 
ot Inmcextins {0 often conſecrated tothe ſalvation 
of men. 

TInnccentins the Firſt, extinguiſhed A/aricxs boa- 
ſting himſelfin the prey of the Roman Empire with 
his Prayers, ard by his ſplendour re-beautified the 
face of the eternal Ciry when it was infuſcated with 
the ſooty vapours of a brutiſh War. 

Inmecentius the Second, difsipated the Schiſm of 
the counterfeit Jnac/etnr;ard with the co-afbiſtance 
of S. Bernard, compoſed the Chriſtian World when 
it was dif united wich great diſcords. | 

A pure white Dove fore-ſhewed the inaugurati. 
on of /»xocent the Third, by flying to bis fide: with- 
our doubt Grlgning the ſolicitous endeavours 
whereby-he laboured to conſociate all Chriſtian 
Princes by firm Leagues one with another, and ro 
exaſperate them againſt the common Enemy of R e- 
ligion, 


Inneeentius the Fofirth came to Lyous , that he 6o 


might reconcile the irregular tumults intheChurch, 
and that by his Authority he might remove Frede- 
rick the Emperour that fomented many things and 
diſturbed nll things. | 
_ Inmocentins the Fifth, was no ſooner crowned, 
bur -preſently he addiRerth his mind to pcife the 
Cirics of 7raly, and _—\y ſuch pious determina- 
ciors immoral in glory, he ſpent his ſhore Pontifi-, 
cate in a Fatherly'care of his people. 
Inmcentizs the Sixth, when the flame of a deſtrn. 
Rive War devoured France and England, ſtood 


troop, that ſo it may be honourable for you to be 
thus intreated, aud ſhameful for you not to yield to 
theſe intreaties. 8 
 Bebold che Pope the Paſtour and Parent of the 
whole Church ftretcheth our friendly hands unto 
you ; and when he might command, intreats you ; 
almoſt forgetting thar heis the Pope, he becomes 
an bumble Supphant, A mandear to Heaven, and 
born for great Enterpriſes, Worthy inall places 
to bear the Felicitics of the World about him, a- 
midſt all his exalted Proſperities is your Petitioner, 
that Divine wit equal to his heighth, feels a collu- 
Ration with theſe burthens, and in a vigorous ard 
circumſpeRt old Age is grieved by you. The 
bowels of a Father are urged, who is as often 
truictul in the Generation ot children, as he deſires 
thoſe Children to be reconciled to Peace. Be aſha- 
med not to hear h»m , whoſe Predeceſſour, Atils 
would hear, He is full of days, honour his grey 
hairs, be is a Father,acknowledge his Charity : he 
is che Pope, be obſeryant of his Dignity. God 
forbid rhat he like meck faccb ſhould be com- 
pelled ro ſay, Simern and Levi are brethren 
in iniquity. Ler not my Soule participate of 
their counſels, and in their company let. nor my 
glory come. C.urſed be their Fury, becauſe it is 0b- 
ſtinare, and their indignation becauſe ir is cruel, 
The whole Church lamentech with her Pope, in 
times paſt triumphing, now deformed, full of filch, 
now bedewed and almoſt drowned in tears, ard ti- 


TO red under cares and ſorrows: He beſeecheth you, 


that 
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that you would not bk rs and the 
1:3 to inſult in aRions. Prevent the 
petulaticy of fuch an ObjeQion, that even Bar- 


barians did reverence him , and yer he had par- 
ricides to his ſons. How often have we ſeen the 
Prieſts at Jubilees proftrate in the SanRua: y wich 
Ejulations ? How often have we bcheld Reli- 
gious Perſons wearying the Al-ars with nnweari- 
ed Prayers? How often have we ſeen the well- 


diſpoſed Virgins imploring che aid of Heaven by 10 


frequent ſighs 7 How of en have we gladly be. 
held che Devout Multicude crouding the Church 


to pour forth their wiſhes ? Of what quality and 


complexion is that _ , that, which God a- 
yert, will not hear the whole Wo-1d? How is 
the meral of their Souls compound:d , that would 
make Heaven iron unto us, and almoſt noxious, 
whilſt it either ſeemeth not co hear,or what it hear- 
eth to coniemn, ' 


þ The, 1 Lof Prace *% al Chriſtian Princes, 


ſhorten the date of theſe contempts , he ends his 
dayes by voluntary. poifon, The Rowaxs that 
were Conquerours of the World , alwayes full 

yet alwayes covetous , whilſt they remove the 
Terpple of Peace without rheir gares , they felc 
the hands of all men conſpiring againſt them , and 
ſeven times was this Miſtrifs of Cities taken where- 
of Sybi/ bad faid , Ya þ2uy þvuy, Rome ſhall be 
made a Village. 

Cardinal Baroxias cites a little Book written by 
Carelus Craſſm the Emperour , of a Viſion pre- 
ſented unto him three years before he reigned 
wherein he declareth that he beheld in theinſer. 
nal places many ſou!s of Princes and Bifhops , who 
had fomented Controverſies and fed the rage of 
W-rs, to be tormented with moſt dreadful pains. 
Art the ſame time , as this moſt learned Cardinal 
writeth, Jtaly and Fraxce were agitated and af- 
flited wich direfſul fations , but what was worſe 


To be never free from Wars they think is ci. 20 and indeed monftrous , the Biſhops and- Abbars 


ther for the Publick profit , or for thejr own: If 
for the Publick, let them hear Saint Auguſtine 
crying out , that Felicity acquired by Martial Ex- 
ploits is alwayes a brittle periſhable Beauty; and 
whether it receive the tinftare and complexion 
from Civil or Hoſtil bloud-: yet it is the bloud of 
man , which is alwayes mixt with a b-nighting 
paleneſs , or darkſome fear, and a cruel deſire, 
And again , that all humane Afairs are then ſcat. 


ed in the beſt ſtation of Felicity , when ſmall 30 


Kingdomes are joyful in Concord, Picty, and 
Unity of Rel'gion.. And in a third place he bath 
this excellent ſaying , without doubr irt-is berter 
to have ihe friendſhip of a good Veighbour , then 
to ſubdue a contentious bad Neighbour. They are 
evil wiſhes to deſire to have whom you hate, or 
whom you fear , as he may prove whom you 0- 
vercome. If they judge it proficable for them- 
ſelves ro prolong the War, truly they are moſt 
unjuſt, who place the tears of a torn and ragged 
World amonsit their Felicitics ; moſt miſerable of 
all menare they, who cannot be happy but by the 
miſeries of other men. _ 

He muſt needs be (faith H-mer) withont friend, 
without Aﬀiaity, without Law, and without God 
who is a Lover of War, rather by choice then 
chance , rather by will chen neceſſicy. He is the 
moſt poor alſo who is rich by the calamity of all 
men. How many who have alwaycs been of a 


40 


went forth armed to the battels, which execrable 


- cuſtome when it long prevailed in Fraxce , from 


thence it came to paſs that the moſt fAouriſhing 
Provinces were all laid waſte with external and 
Civil Wars. But what was moſt deteſtable of all, 


theſe Churches-warriours are commended by the * 


laniry and Spiritual valonr , when indeed 
were rather to be abhorred as the violatours of 
the ſacred Canons , deſpiſers of their Order , 
and deſertours of their Paltoral duty : thus Ba- 
LLILP 
Likewiſe 7»liax a Clergy-man was the Authour 
and Promotour of their Yarveyſian ſlaughter , 
which of all other was the moſt to be lamented by 
the Chriſtian World , who when he had contri. 
buted his perſwaſtors for a countenance of the 
War 2gainſt the League, he expoſed infinite Com- 
paces of our fide to the vng fury of the Tarks, 
e himſelf being alſo lain with che young King of 
the Saracens, Thus Nemeſis purſueth bloud- 
thirſty and contentious :ouls, nor ſuffering thoſe 
to be at reſt, who ſolicited others into diforder 
who would have been at reſt, A watchful eye 
abides in Heaven, ever ative, never weary , 
who perpetually contemplates the deeds of men, 
and equally d:ſpenſeth to every one his defer. 
vings. They that were long happy receive their 
portion, and they who ſeem to be diſmiſſed are 


Vriters of thoſe times for this Eccleſiaſtical pal- 
ney 


froward, contentious, and fighting wit , have 5o only dilated. Theſe chings being putin ſo illuſtri- 


themſelves been tortured with thoſe pains and fu- 
ries which they raiſed againſt others? Achitephel, 
that buſie Conrriver of the 7ewif War berween 
the Fa-her and the Son, paid himſelf the juſt wa- 

es of his traiterous Counſels with an infzmous 
Su The reverging hand of God fell upon 
Alcimns that traitour and fire-brand , and conn- 
terfeir Prieſt among the Jews. Alexander of Ma- 
cedon , whilſt he makes the end of one War the be- 
ginning of ano:her , being imparient of reſt , and 
ever greedy afrer newbloud , whilſt he thruſts his 
Souldicrs into battels beyond the progreſs of the 
Sun, and the limits of the Sea, he periſhed by poi- 
fon given by his Domeſticks , ro whom he began 
to grow odions for his exceſſive appetite to War. 
He was taken away | as they ſay) a green God, leſt 
he ſhould fur: her vex the World with Arms , who 
ſhould have oblig:d ir by Benefits. Hannibal 


whit he weaveth inextricable Webs of War, a 


d1ſhonourable 0'd age ſurpriſerh him ; ſolirnde re- 
jeted him , ſociety fhunn'd.bim , therefore to 


6o he World, and kill thoſe they canror 


ous an example will they nothing inove ? will they 
efic& nothing ? 

Will Brethren ſuffer themſelves again to ruſh 
npon one anothers weapons? Or will you O Prin. 
ces | and ye O Clergy-men ! encourage Brethren 
to pull down tottering Kingdoms with more de. 
ſtructions ? Wo ard atas! Will Brethren, for- 
gerfnl of cheir Covenant, forgerful of their Name, 
and unmindful of their Relations thus rage beyond 

ate? But 
ſome will fay, this reaſon of Bloud and Alliance 
is inconfiderable , and very unapt to procure a 
Peace ; for Kings have wubjeRts, but Kinſmen 
ard Conſanguinity they have none. O cruel ſpeech! 
O enemy of mankind! O parricide of rature ! 
there muſt needs be a heap of groſs impietics , 
where there is an oblivion of the greatelt Chari. 
ties. Where Chrilt is baniſhed , and Love tinds 
no habitation , there is either no Government, 


g Or ſuch as borders upon ruine, The T«rk/b Fm- 


pire that is eſtabhſhed upon wickedneſs and ce- 
mented 
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mented with blond, may for a time ſubſiſt with ' 
wickedneſs, God appointing them to be the rods 
of his fury tor our chaſtiſemenc, Chriſtian Empires 
which were rooted in Faith and Piety, and wanting 
the ſap of Religion and Juſtice to nouriſh them, 
have abandoned themſelves to the infamous coun- 
ſels of Machiavilians, muſt unavoidably periſh, ſo 
prepoſterous a mipd lodgeth not in pious Princes , 
the voyce of nature ſometime or other will be 
heard, Chriſt will have a reſurreRionin the minds 
of all men, Charity will revive, and at length ſome 
Peace-maker will ariſe and atone the labouring 
world. 

Now there hath ſhined round about us a moſt 
fortunate King, and a moſt ſweet Infant born for 
the Peace of Kingdomes, and the worlds advantage. 
By how many Prayers was he obtained ? and wich 
nb vehemence of ſoul was he ſolicited ? how 
often hath he provoked. our defires? how often 


him alſo Jaſting, Ye Fates keep off -your hands, 
and torich not this child but co affiſt him., Let bim 
tranſcend the years and ations of his Anceftours, 
and being born mortall, may he apprehend nothing 
but whar is immortall. Maybe love, and deſire to 
be beloved, ever fearing to be feared. Let the op- 
gen find him a deliverer , may the-unjuſt feel 

im anavenger ; may his enemies know him to be 
of a warlike ſpirit, and may his Subjects atteſt him 


10 to be of a peaceable mind. This Nativity raviſheth 


all my ſenſes which 1 foretell ſhall be the beginning 
of an eterftall Peace unto us. Look down trom a- 
bove, O Lewis upon ſuch a ſon! Look upon him 
all ye Chriſtian Kings as your little Nephew , give 
reſt to wearied things ;, let arms be filent at the 
command of ſo great a Prince, ſo potent an Ora- 
tour, nor let the tumults of Warr rock this roy. 
all cradle, , of hy $e. 

To you again, ( Great Princes) I wholly turn 


hath he raiſed our hopes, and waſted them with 20 my ſelt, by whatſoever is dear, I ask, by whatſo- 


delay when they were raiſed, and renewed them 

when they were waſted ? Great things move ſlow- 

ly : He had done lefs, had he made more haſte. 

He lay concealed from the inhabitants of the earth, 

inthe ſecret Majeſty of the Fates , but now by the 

Di&ates of Heaven he is known unto us. He was 

fore-ſhewed unto us long before he was , and not 

being yet conceived, he filled the world with Pro- 

phecies,. and deſigned his approaches by a prevo- 

lant fame. At length the defired Infant came forth 

in that month which they call the month of cthe.Va- 

liant, by the prerogative of a great mind. He was 
born when the Sun obtained the middle part of Yir- 

go, or Aſtra, for he was to govern the world with 
the moderation of Laws. He aſcended with Lyra, 
being to make a harmony and conſort of publick 
tranquiltiry. Andif Scorpio did at the ſame time 
ſhew forth his ſting, he threatned the Saracens, and 
promiſed the Idumean Palms to him that ſhould be 
born, ſo often dignified by the Valor of his An- 
ceſtours, The heaverily habitarions re joyced at his 
birth, and the whole World welcomed the new- 
born Babe with joy. Now no man thought himſelf 
miſerable at this happy birth , now no man thought 
himſelf happy whom that birth did not make ſo.Up- 
on that day France wiped away all the ſoot of War, 
and ſhined clearly with refulgent enſigns of Peace, 
We had that day 'as many profperities as bone- 
fires,and as many bone-fires as there are ſtars. 


ever-1s holy, 1 beſeech you, give peace tothem that 
beg it, or muſt beg without it, give trarquillity 
to the world ſighing under ſo many feveriſh miſe. 
ries. Make it appear unto us that you choſe ra- 
ther to be the Pacificatours of the world, then the 
Subverters of your own Kingdoms. There is a 
ſtory how in that fatall War between the Engliſh 
and the French, continued with laſting contentions 
and horrible ſlaughters, a pious Anachorer' inſtiga- 


zoted thereunto by God, came unto the Courts of 


the two Princes, that he might compoſe theſe ſeral 
diſcords between them. Bur being ſlighted in the 
Engliſh Court, and negligently repulſed, this de- 
ſpited but not deſpicable Augur, pronounced many 
direfu}l accidents that ſhould befall that Nation. 
But travelling to Charles of France, and finding 
him to be a Prince of a gentle wit, and inclined to 
conditions of Peace, he toretold, that the Kingdom 
being recovered he ſhould have the Dolphin to be 


40 Þis lucceſſour, who as he was the child of many 


hearty deſires, ſo he ſhould prove the inſtrument 
of many joyfull enterpriſes, The prophecy is in 
part fulfilled with a proſperous event, ſo tenderly 
God loves the ſons of Peace accumulated with at- 
fluence of all good __ 

Whoe'rehe be, let him beware that ſhall reſiſt 
and ſtrive againſt the peaceable wifhesof all men ; 
ſome grievous hand will fall upon him and his from 
Reaven: he ſhall meet with unhappy eventsin all 


O Lewis, beloved of God, whom he ſeemeth to 50 bis undertakings, his life ſhall be certainly trouble- 


have regenerated in his Son that very moneth 
ken Mr we was born ! -O Anz! late indeed the 
mother ofa ſon, yet alwayesa fortunate mother, 
in bringing forth a ſon not onely to her ſelf, nor 
ſo much to her ſelf as to all France. He hath much 
of his Father, and much of his Mother, and by 
this very confuſion he maketh the Image of them 
both more gratefull and more amiable. -* 
This new 1/aac will make thee laugh, O Fraxce ! 


and whom thou canſt ſcarce hear ſpeaking, hbere- 69 


after thou ſhalt ſee comforting. How many chains 
will thoſe tender hands burit afunder ? How ma- 
ny priſons will they open ? How many -obſcuri- 
ties will thoſe little eyes enlighten > How many 
monſters will the feer of this Inſant ſubdue and 
trample on 2? - Befilent ye waves, be lilent ye tem» 
peſts and rages of the ſea ar the beck of ſuch a gen- 
tle Prince, and-reſtore untothe world-that-ſere- 


nity whereof you have deprived it. Ye Heavenly 


ſome, his death doubtfull. Beſt and greateſt Princes, 
conſider and think with your ſelves that what loſs 
ſoever can be pretended to bappen by this league _ 


*of Peace, whatſoever can derra@t from your Ho- 


Ye 


nour or your Empire, is recompenſed unto you in 
the moſt fortunate adyantages of the whole Chri- 
ſian world. This is rich indeed, this is magnificent, 
this truly Royal and to be propagatcd to the me- 
mory ot all Ages.” 

Remember that you are Chriſtians and g0- 
yern Chriſtians : be you propitious like Gods un- 
to men, if you deſire that God ſhould be propiti- 
ous unto you. Whatſoever you enjoy of life is 
ſlipperv and uncertain, and your Digniries are full 
of frailiy ; it is your Juſllice that hath reference 
toyour Felicity, and it is your Virtue that links 
you to Eternity. There is a great and conſpicu- 
ous-Tribunall-t pets y 


cloathed with pureſt light to ſummon you, = 


Powers lend him long unto the earth , and whom 70 unto whom the moſt ſecret things are revealed, 


you haye made ſo healthfull to the Nation, make 


whom the moſt involved and diſguiſed aRtions can- 


nor 
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not deceive, nor can he be over-come 
firies. Before him muſt appear the Souls of Kings de- 
veſted of Body, Fortunes, Empires ; and be they juſt 
or unjuſt , they muſt be examined by a moſt clear 
light, There you ſhall hear the Edidts of the Su- 
preme Deity, 'and the King of Kings thundering in 
your ears : the groans of the oppreſſed ſhall cry a- 
gainſt you, the tears of the poor ſhall ſp:ak a- 
Sainſt you : the tutelary Gods will plead tor their 
Altars which you have broken down, and all the 
Heavenly Militia will riſe together againſt the con- 
tumacious. Endeavour ye Pious, and always in- 
vincible Princes, that thoſe things which have been 


at” 1 Mr + FR —_— " ' _ , . 
The A agel of Peace to all Chrifltan Princes, 
ly Garver- | 


committed in prejudice of your wills by the uncon- 
troulable licence of War,may be correRted by your 
Equity ,that they may leave ro aſperſion upon your 
Reigns, no ftain upon Reputaiions, ro blot upon 
your Perſons. Bring to paſs that Juſtice 2nd Peace 
may meet in mutual embracements, let them be car- 
ried with triumphal Pomp through your Kirgdoms, 
and chrough your Cities , let them be borne vpon 
the ſhoulders of the whole World unto a fixed and 


10 eternal Sear, that it perpetually may be lawful for us 


to worſhip and reverence them at the monu- 


ments of your Goodneſs , and che pledges of our 
Felicity. 
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Pax ſuper Iſrael Dei. 
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CAL TABLE 


Setting down the moſt obſervable Matters contained in 
the Three rſt TOMES of the 


HOLY COURT: 


A 
He is delivered Hoſtage to the Romans. 345 
Bderites, Fol, 40 | His manners. "393 
Abdolonym. 7 | He warreth agaigſt Ptolomy. F4 
Abraham the Hermit, $8 The war between them is ended by a Marriage, ibid. 
Abſtinence defined. 469, 479-| Amony's generous aQ, 351 
The Aﬀions of men mult be direfted to] a wv oi an Ape. 44 
one aſſuxed Butt, 69] Apes inthe Court of Solomon. 48 
Apprehenlion of Aﬀeonts. 49] A pretty tale of an Ape. ibid, 
Retreat into the Conſcience in Aﬀronts , is a good r1eme-| - IntelleQual Appetite faulty. 39 
dy againſt them. 61] Appetite of man infinite, 438 
Aglae a noble Dame. 378] Apple of diſcord. 149 
She is a worldly Widow. ibid. | Arbogaltus. 211 
She is in love. 379] Ariftobulus taken priſoner by Pompey,and Jeruſalembecome 
Her admirable Converſion. ibid. tributary. 119 
Her deyotion in inquiry after Martyrs. ibid. His pitiful death. _—_— 
Her Speech to Boniface her Steward, 380 | Arius, and his qualities. 252 
Agrippa Grand-child of Herod. 350 Original of Arian:. ibid. 
His flattery. ibid Their proceedings. 253 
Alexander ſon of Mariamne impriſoned. 133 Condemnation ot Arimus. 255 
Alms the works of God, 9 End of Ari. 256 
Ambition an itch, 5$| Arts tributary to Great-men. 17 
It is a forreign vice. _ $9} Altrology, the vanity thereot. 359 
It is the lite of a flare. ibid. | Athanaſcus. 255 
The Ambitious are miſerable, ibid. | Athenag her admirable adventure. 145 
Extreme diſaſter of an ambitious man. thid. | She pleadeth her cauſe before Pulcheria, 146 
Ambitious men travel for Rachel and find Leah, 60] Her Converſion, ibid. 
Ambition was the God of Antioch. 345 She could not brook Pulcheria. 14g 
Saint ,4mbroſe. 179 | .Audas deltroyeth a Pyreum. 340 
His Calling. ibid, | St. Auguſtine converted by St. Ambroſe, 158 
His EleRion. 180] His wit. 189 
His rare endowments, ibid. | His inclination. bid. 
His government. 181 | Heſtudicd Judicial Aſtrology. 7190 
He cheriſheth the Religious. 182] His Religion. ibid. 
He took away ſuperſtitions and exceſſes. 183} Curiolity, Preſumption, and Love, the three impedi- 
His purity ot intention. tb. ments in the converſion of St. Auguſtine. Ig1 
His Oration againſt Symmachs. ] $6, The Oeconomy of God in the conyerlion of St. Angu= 
He refureth Symmachus his ſtrongeſt arguments vbid. | ſline. 193 
His anſwer concerning the dearth. 187 | He is Baptized by St. Ambroſe, 199 
His greatneſs in the converlion of St. .Anguſline, 188 
He (peaketh unto the two ſouls of his Pupils. 212 B 
H's brave ſpeech to Theodorick. 215 * 
The majelty of St. .Ambreſe. 206 JI Bat employeth her eys to make her wings 3vz 
His prudence and charity, 209 An excellent af ot Bayard the Cayalier. 228 
He js perſecuted by 7uſt:na. 207} Opinton coricerning Beatitude. 437 
Reſolution ol St. Ambroſe. 208] Theellential point oft Beatitude is union with God.438 
His death. 216) Thrceacts of Beatitude. 439 
Ammor plotteth Inceſt with his ſiſter. 497) Three effedts of Beatitude. ibid, 
He is counſelled to this tin by Foadab. ib | Exceliency of Beatick Science. ibid. 
He difſembleth {icknels. 2$ | Beauty of Beatick love, as it is compared to the weakneſs 
Thamar®s advice to him. ib of worldly love. ib, 
He defpiſeth his diſhonouted ſiſter. ib. | Beauty condemned by Idolaters. 10 
He is {lain, ib, | Detence of Beauty as the gift of Ged. ibid. 
Anaſt4/7ins \earing thunder, is ſlain by a Thunder-bolt. 289 Natural beauty ot men prailed by Poets. ibid, 
Angelical Zaigma's, 5S | Beauty an Inſtrument of God. ibid. 
Why bad Angels puniſhed without mercy. 24 | Beauty of our Saviour, II 
Antiparer his cunningnefs in getting the Kingdonr of Fadea. | Power of Beauty. ibid. 
118 | Beauty of Conſtantine. 16 
He calumniateth his brothers. 133 | Abuſeot Beauty damnable. ibid. 
He 1s thrown {rom the top ot: the Wheel, 136 | Vanity of Beauty. 95 
His Confpiracy is diſcovered. ib. | Tyranny of the Belly, 54 
His woful event. ib. | Binet, a Reverend Father of the Church, 177 
His Accufſation before his Father, 137 | Boetins his Nobility. 277 
His death. |, 139 | His eminent wiſdom and learning. 279 
Wicked Antiochus puniſhed; 345 | Hewas tiled the Father and light c& his Country. 2$8 
OQqqqyq Fits 


THE TABLE. 


His opinion of the providence of God. 


293% 

His death. 293 
Boleſlans his notable a(t. 5 
Boniface martyred. 279 

C. 

Oe. =; a preat ſcoffer. 49 
The Devil's buſied about Calumny. 48 

From whence it proceedeth, 49 
Horrour of Calumny. ibid. 
Calumny plotted again(t the ſons of Mariamne. I31 
Calumny of Fauſta againſt her ſon Criſpus. 246 
Her rage turned into pity. ibid. 
Her Calumny diſcovered. ibid. 
Her death. ibid, 
Camerarius his obſervation concerning the Heron. 406 
The excellency of a brave Captain, 218 
The delight ot Hiſtories to praiſe Captains, ibid. 
Singular commendation of Cato. FL. 
The praiſe ot the ſtrength and courage of Cato. ibid. 


The Stone Ceraunie. bs 


Charity excellently diſplayed. 2 
Chatity towards God and our neighbour defined, 470 
Charity in Converſation defined, ibid. 
Charity with the adts thereof. 94 
An excelient paſllage of Charity. ibid, 
Charles of Anjou 15 taken and put to death, 403 
C barlemaign his goodneſs and indulgence, 404 
Chattity define4. 469 
Three ſorts of Chaſtity, with the as thereof. 88 
A royal att of Chaſtity in a Souldier. 231 
S$, Paul calleth Chaſtity, <anRification. 303 
Excellent Inſtruftions tor Children. 341 


Chryſaphius an heretical Eunuch projeReth ruin to Theodoſr. 
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He entangleth the Emperour and his Wite in the herelie 
of the Eutyches. ibid. 
Chriſtians Wat fare delicate. 2 
To do good and ſuffer wrong , the true CharaRter of a 


Chriſtian. 50 
Virtue of the firſt Chriſtians, 55 
The happineſs to be born a Chriſtian, 337 
Solitude of Chriſtian Religion. ibid. 
Clergy retormed. IS: 
Clotilda, 306 

Her birth and ed::cation. 307 
Clodoveus requireth her in marriage. 308 


An Embaiſalour is diſpatched to the King of Burgundy 

concerning the Marriage. 309 
Her firſt Requelt to King Clodoveus her husband, 311 
How ſhe behaved herſelt in the Converſion of her hus- 


band 312 
She converteth her husband. 314 
How Cledot £us behaved himſelf after Baptiſm. 316 


Communion without preparation, what it is. 4 
What ought to be done in the day of receiving the Com- 


munion. 75 
. Conliderations for Communions. 76 
R Fruits ot Coummunions. ibid. 


General Confeſſion of fin, the beginning of ſpiritual lite. 


71 
PraRice of ordinary Confeſſion. 7 
Thiee forts of Conſcience, irom whence Implety doth 
ſpring. 27 
Horrible eſtate of a ſinful Conſcience. ibid 


Brntiſh Conſcience, 

Curious Conſcience. ibid, 
Nething fo plealing as the Houſe of a good Conſcience. 
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Conſtancy in Tribulation doth maniſeſtly appear in the 
death of Sofia and Eleonora. 411 

Conſtantia her exceeding Clemency to the Son of Charles of 
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403 
Conflantine's Law. 12 
His greatneſs, 234 
His Nobility. 236 
His notable Moderation. ibid. 
He was bred up inthe Court of Diocleſutn, 238 
His firit battel againſt Licinius, 243 

His preat victory. : 244 | 
——His firſt Marriage. 245 
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The ing of his Conyerſjon. % 247 
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His Baptiſm. 243 


The Hiſtory of his Baptiſm, drawn from the as of Saint 
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His-Oration. 249 

The great alteration of the world by his Oration and Ex- 


ample. ibid. 

His Piety, Devotion, and Humility, 250 
He made an oration inthe Aſſembly of Biſhops. 255 
His Succeſſours. 261 
Conſtantinople built. 256 
His death. 275 
Divers degrees of Contemplation. 334 
Contrition, what it is. 73 
Croſs of Nature, what it is. 54 
Honour of the Croſs. 25 A 
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Courage compared to the River Tygris. 14 
Baſeneſs of Courage in ſome Noble-men, ibid. 
Criſpus his death. - 246 
Curioſity, and the Deſcription thereof, i839 
The whole world an enemy of Curioſity. 495 
Impious Curioſity pulls out both its eys, 28 
Dangerous Curiolity. 29 
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Ains of the Damned are eternal, 432 
Three Reaſons to prove the eternity of the Damned. 
ibid. 
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puniſhment of the Damned, ibid. 
Strange Narration of Palladius concerning the Damned. 


433 
Souls of the Damned tormented by their lights, 434 
Danzel and his Companions bred at Court. 16 
Daniel the Hermite having ſeen a Yiton, went to Conſtan- 


' tine, and ſpake to Eulogius. 363 
David his remedy againſt a maleyolent Tongue. 50 
Day 1s precious, | 97 
Motives to paſs the Day well. ibid. 
Every Day a Table of Life, ibid. 
To provide in the evening for the Day to come, ibid. 
Three parts of the Day. 98 
Five things to be praticed in the Day. ibid. 
Deſperate Death. 25 
Its Attendants, 67,68. 
Meditation of Death, 70 


Death of the Juſt is ſweet. 415 
Quality ot a good Death is the indifferency of tine and 


manner. 417 
Worldly irreſolutions of Death. ibid, 
The way how to be well provided for Death, 419 
A good Death muſt have Union with God, ibid. 
A notable Xnigmaot Death 433 

Devotion defined. 465 
That the great number of Deyout men, ſhould ſettle men 
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The adherin g to creatures doth marre all in Devotion.ib. 
Pretext ot Deyotion dangerous, illuſtrated by the Fowl- 


er, 203 
Devotion ſubje& to many illuſions,and the reaſon why. 381 


Groſs and affliting Devotion. ibid. 
Three blemiſhes ot anxious Devotion, 382 
Quaint Devotion, ibid. 
The pomp and practices of this Devotion, 383 
Reaſons of the nullity of this Deyotion. ibid. 
Tranfſcendent Devotion. 384 
Illuſions ofthis Tranſcendent Devotion. ibid, 

S. Lewis the true Table of Solid Devotion. 386 
State of the Church under Dioclefſian, 235 
His conditions, ibid. 
He torſaketh the Empire. 236 
Diflimulation reigneth every where, 394 
Diſſimulation doth ruin humane faith. 395 
Diſſimulation ſhameful to the Authour of it; ibid, 
The harrours and hatred of Diflimulation. 396 
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'The eres and miſeries of Diflimulation. vﬆoGbid. 
The dreadfull Rvents of Diſſemblers. ibid. 
. The power of the Divinity over Infidels. '344 
Different opinions of the Divinity, TIES 346 
It is a ſacriledge to make Divinity of proper Intereſt. 3 go 
_ How abominable vicious Domeſticks are, 17 
Duels unlawtull. _ 14 
A Duel is no aR of Courage. I5 
Who anciently entred into Duels, ibid. 
There is want of Generoſity in Duels. ibid. 
Authours of Duels, 225 
Courage of Duellers like to that of the poſſeſſed. ibid. 
Dydimus his bold attempt. $3 
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Ducation, its force, 16 
Defects of Education. ibid. 
Moſes educated in the Court ibid. 


Education of Children recommended by excellent paſſages 


of the holy Fathers. 17 
Eleazar his Combat, T 346 
The Ile of Amber the felicity of Epicurus. 405 


The Philoſophy of Zpicuras doth bear ſway inthe world. 


404 

The foundation of Epiſcopall life. 181 
Eponina a rare example of Conjugal Piety. 305 
Errours of the Time. how 339 
Eternity of nothing, firſt humiliation of man. 348 
Euchariſt the , 19 of Paradiſe. 74 

Greatneſs of the Euchariſt. 75 
Euſebius the Patron of Hereticks, 254 


Euſtatius his Oration at the opening of the Council, ibid, 
Evils generally proceed from ignorance, and from the want 
of the knowledge of God, PP 64 
Evil alwayes beateth ſorrow behind it, but not true pe- 
nance. 68 


Eudoxia mother of Theodoſius. 143 
Her bumour. ibid, 
Biſhops treat with her. ibid, 
Her zeal. | ibid. 
She goeth into Paleſtine. 151 
Her return is laboured by Chryſaphias. ibid. 
She lived in the Holy land in the Extychiex herefie,. 157 
Her Converlion. 159 
Her worthy life, and glorious death. ibid. 
Remedies and reafons againit Exceſs. 54 
Indignity of Exceſs in apparel. 55 


Neceſſity of Examen. 73 
Six things inthe Examen to employ the moſt perſe&. 


74 

WM Example the work of Antichriſt. 22 
Exemplar crimes deſerve Exemplar puniſhments. 24 
An Obſervation upon the Chariot of Ezechiel. 453 
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Aith, whatit is, and the dignity thereof. 65 
Its ObjeR, and the manner of its wor king, ibid, 
Touchſtone to know whether we havye Faith, ibid. 
Heroick adts of Faith. ibid, 
How adts of Faith may be made eaſie. 66 


What ought to be the Faith ot good Communicants. 7 5 
To be faithfull to the King, one muſt be loyal to God. 

237 
To be faithfull, is to be conformable to reaſon. 338 
The great Providence of God in the eltabliſhmenr of 


Faith. ibid. 

The repoſe which our Faith promiſeth, 33s 
Conſtancy of Faith. 418 
Fathers and Mothers compared to Oftriches. 17 
Fantaſies to gain honours. 26 
Concluſions againtt Fatality. 361 
Maxims of Fatality. 364 
Favorinus his excellent Obſeryations, Io 
Excellency of Fidelity, 395 
Flattery puniſhed. | 347 
Flattery inebriateth Great-men from the Cradle. 48 
Great Spirits,etiemies to the Fleſh, 405 


Immoderate love of health. doth make a man become 


{uppliant, and fervilero the Fleſh. 406 
Plotinus a great enemy to his own Fleſh, 405 
Inſtance upon the weakneſs and miſery of the Fleſh, 406 
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A notable fable of the Flie and Silk-worm, 45 
Fortitude defined. LEG | | 438 
Fantaſies of Ancients upon the Names of Fortune. 259 
Fortune 1s in the power of Providence. ibid. 
A concluſien againſt thoſe who curſe Fortune, 361 
Manners ate changed with Fortune. 362 
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Aramant the Fountain. 300 
God's hands, a golden bowl full of the Sea. 9 
God named 0bliging in the beginning of the World. 20 
God, a great Theſis. ; 23 
God is better known to us then our ſelves, 343 
God,moſt eaſie to be known. | | thid. 
All things contribute to the knowledge of God, 343 
God inthis life handleth the wickedas the damned, 347 
God is who he is. 348 


Excellency of the Simplicity and Univerſality of God in 


compariſon of the world, ibid. 
Perieftions of God, | 349 
God his goodneſs. 353, 366 
An excellent ſimilitude of God with the Ocean. 349 
The God of Hoſts bekiegeth a City. 217 
Diverſity of Gods. 347 
God's paſtime, what it is. 44 


Why God admitted not the Oſtrich and Swan into the 
number of ViRtims. ibid. 


Knowledge of the goodneſs, Juſtice, and Power of God. 


355, 356 
God governeth the world with two hands. 431 
God will repleniſh us with himſelf. 438 
Deſperate deſire of worldly Goods, 418 
Gratian the fon of Valentinian. 200 
His excellent qualities. 201 
Aﬀe®Qtionate words of $. Ambroſe unto him. 202 
His zeal and virtue by direQion of $, Ambroſe, ibid 
His admirable Charity, thid, 
Maximus rebelleth againſt him, 203 
His pitifull death. 205 
Gratitude in the law of God. 20 
Excellent proofs of naturall Gratitude, ib, 
Gratitude defined. 439 
The as of Gratitude 93 
Gratitude of the Hebrews. | ibid, 
Prattice of $. Auguſtine, to encourage himſeli to Grati» 
tude. | | 21 
Greatneſs of God, 438 
Greatneſs of an honeſt mani. 50 
Lives of Great-ones enlightned, 6 
The great virtue of Great-ones. 7 
Authority of Great-ones to ſtrengthen Devotion, o 


Great-ones heretotore have perverted the world. 22 
Great-ones that are vicious, draw on themſelyes horrible 
execrations of God, 


24 
Great=-ones ſtrangely puniſbed, ibid. 
Three forts 0; Great- ones do make Fortune, 2 6 
True Neyotion in Great ones, 63 
Humility of Great-ones, 95 
A good documenttor Gieat-ones, 143 
Plague of Great: ones. 144 
Great-ones are the flatterers of Gods, 347 
H, 
Eart of man, what it is. 7L 
Hebrews horribly perſecuted, 345 
Heliogabalus, his wheel. 60 
Hell defined. 431 
How the fire of Hell burneth: ibid, 
Helenathe Beauty and prace of her time. 237 
She is married to Conſlantius. ibid. 
Her exceeding virtue. ibid. 
Exceeding love of Conſflantins and Helcna. 238 
Effe@ of Herelie. 37 
Herod depreſſeth the Royal Stock. 120 
His deep Hypocrilie and D.ſfſimulation. 123 
He is accuſed tor the death of Ar:ſtobulus. 124 
His Apologie for himſelf full of cratt. Iz5 
His Oration againſt his Wife. 129 
His fury after the death of Mariamne. I 31 
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He adranceth Antipater his ſon, whom he had by Doris 132 


His horrible condition in his later days. 137 
Herod®s fearful malady. 13s 
His notorious cruelty, even in his extremeſt ſickneſs. ibid. 
His miſerable death. 139 
Hermingildus his retreat and converſion, 324 
His father's letter to him, and his to his father. 326 
He is wickedly betrayed by Goizintha. ; 327 
His letter to his wiſe, and his undaunted reſolution. 329 
His death. 330 
His young ſon Hermingildus died not long after. 331 


A notable Obſeryation upon the habit of a High Poeg. 

9 
Hilarion of Coſta, a reverend Father. LI 87 
Hippocyazes his deſire how to cure the itch of ambition. 59 


Houſe of theMoth. 29 
Houſe ot Swallows. ibjd. 
A notable Doftrine of Hugo. 63 
Humility defined. 469 
Humiliation of Death. 348 
State of Humility. 18 
All the world teacketh us the lefſon of Humility. 59 
The Kingdome of Hypocrihie. 43 
Reaſons againſt Hypocrilie. ibid. 
Baſeneſs ot Hypocrilie, ibid. 
Hypocriſie contuted in the —_ School of the world. ib. 
Hypoeriſie condemned by the Law of Heaven. 44 
Deſormity ot Hypocrikie. ibjd. 
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Acques de Vitry h's pretty Obſervation. 49 
Pratenes the butineſs ot ſome great men. 46 
Abuſe of an ]dolatrous ſpirit. 13 


Jeſus one and the ſame for Nobles and Plebeians. 3 
Excellent qualities of Jeſus Chriſt. 375 
He is the Concurrence ot all perie&ions. ibid. 
Three Excellencies of Yeſ«s, in which all other are1n- 

cluded. 376 
His SanRity, Wiſdom, and Power. ibid. 
PraRice of the love of Jeſus reduced to three heads. 377 
Miracles of the perſon of Feſus. 444 

Feſus entreth into his glory by his merit. ibid. 
Suſpenſion of aRual glory in the body of our ow” 

Jeſus. 1018. 

IP. nx of Feſus Chriſt the abridgment of Wiſdom. 3 


Images of Emperours how much reyerenced. 13 
Impiety hath its miſery. 37 
Impiety condemned in the Tribunal of Nature. 420 
Impiety chaſtiſed 453 

Againſt Toleration of Impiety. 4s5 
Impurity of liſe ariſeth from three ſources. 87 

Reaſons againſt Inconſtancy. 41 
Inconſtancy ot men. 237 


Indegondis tranſporteth the Catholick Faith into Spain. 323 
The perſecutions of Indegondis. 324 
By her mediation there is.a Treaty of peace between Le- 

vigildus and his ſon. 326 
The glory and greatneſs of that man who knows how to 


ſuffer Injuries. 42 
Obſeryation of Iſaiah 30. $. 406 
Beleit of Judgment moſt general 431 

Fadea, in what condition betore Hersd came to the Crown. 
112 

The cauſes of the corruption of Julian. 372 
The School of Julian. 373 
How he became depraved. ibid. 
He is a Chriſtian for policy,and an Infidel in ſoul. bz. 
Prowefſs ot Z:lian among the Gauls. ibid. 
His ſubtlety ro invade the Empire, id. 
His Embaſlape. tbid. 
His ———— puniſhment. 374 


He had ill ſucceſs with the qualities that Machiavel tur- 


niſhed him with. 361 
Fupiter painting goats inthe Clauds,what it meaneth. 14 
Fuſtina an Arian, requireth a Church in Milan. 207 
Juſtice and mercy the two Arms of God, 23 

Neceflity of Juſtice, with its a&s. 92 
Juſtice without favour very remarkable. tbid. 
Juſtice of Beliſarius and Aureliagus. 217 
Juſtice defined. 470 | 
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Knowledge of ones ſelf yery hard, 71 
No certain Knowledype of four things. 441 
Le 

Acedemonians prattice- 381 
Ladies excellent in piety. 387 
Sordid Liberality ot Emanuel Comnenus. 93 
Ignorance and brutiſhneſs of Libertines. 451 
Arroganey of Libertiniſm. 453 
The Table of Philo of the manners of Libertines. ibid. 
Puniſhment of God upon Libertines, 453 
Evil of a {light Lie. 149 
Lying, the key of vice 47 
A Life led by opinion, is ridiculous. 8 
Condition of this lite well deſcribed. 67 
Man muſt lead a Pilgrims Life in this world. 68 
Ourlife is a Muſick-book. 87 
Four ſorts of Life, I4L 
Opinion of the other Lite. 413 
Life and Death the two poles of the World. ibid. 
Divers kinds of Life. ibid. 
Lite was given to C«in for a puniſhment. ibtd. 
Diſturbances of Life. 437 
Divers wayes of humane Life, according to Saint Gre 
gory. ibid. 
The choice of conditions of Life is hazardous. ibid. 
Miſeries of this preſent Life. ibid. 
Ot the Lillie with {1x leaves, 7 4 
Divers kinds of Love. 229,236 
Love turned into rage. 246 
The baſeneſs of Love. 374 
Love of inviſible things moſt penetrating. 375 


Worldly Lovers being converted, are moſt {ervent in the 


Love of God, illuſtrated by a compariſon. | 378 
Excellency ot Love. 399 
Divifion of Love. | ibid* 
There is a poſſibility in a man to love his enemies. ibid. 


Effefts of the Loyeof Enemies in the Law of Nature. 


400 
Loyalty of a Wite to her Husband. 351 
Luit ruineth Empires. 158 
Luſt is a fire that burneth the garment of the ſoul, 183 
Luxury the fin of the heel, 52 
Licinius his condition. 243 

His end. 244 
L.ycurgas his greatneſs. ; 3 
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M Agnanimity. 479 
4 Mana Stage-player upon the Theatre of the World, 
13 
63 
CharaQter of the carnal and ſpiritual Man. 64 
Ot the nature and dignity of Man, what he hath been 


Three ſorts of Man in every Man. _ 


what he is, and what he ſhall be. 66, 67 
Man hath more non-efſence then eſſence. 344 
Mans ingratitude towards God, 344 

Mutability of men. < ibid, 


Miſeries of an indebted man. L 
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, It 1s dangerous to diſoblige pious and learned Men. 39z 
Diverſity of Men. 


41 
Monument of the Empreſs Marie. p44 
Fire notable things in the myſtery of the Maſs. 77 
Maſs a Sacrifice. - ibid. 
InſtruQions for the married, 99 
Mariamne's accuſation and pitifull death, 128 
Mertianus, of whom a marvellous accident, 154 
His good ſycceſs. ibid, 
A great Maflacre at Theſſalonica. 214 
Maxims very dangerous,uſed by Hereticks, i185 
Maxentius aQteth a ſtrange Tragedy, 241 
Hes defeated by Conſtantine, 242 
Maximian the Baloon of Fortune. 240 
A remarkable Speech of Maximus. 82 
Maximus 
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Maxinns overthrown and put to death. 210 


Meditation, its definition, 78 
Neceflity and eafineſs of Meditation. ibid. 


What you muſt underſtand,to Meditate well. _ thid. 
Praftice and Form of Meditation » conſiſteth in x 


things. ; 
Seven ways to dilate ones ſelf 'in Meditating in abun- 
dance upon ſundry thoughts. ib. 
Modeſty important 90 
Modeſty ot a Son of S, Lewss. 419 
Modeſty defined. 470 
The aftions of Modeſty. ib, 
Marvellous contempt of money. 227 
"Monica the mother of S. AuguFine, her qualities. 194 
Her death, dy 199 

A ſingular ſaying of Sir Thomas Moor. 93 
Mother of Matcabees perſecuted: 346 

N. 
Ature's evils. 354 
Nature's voice, 369 
Nature delighteth in contrarieties. 4122413 
Nature the price of time, 43 
Nebuchadnezzar nurſed by a Goat. 16 
Nero his tolly. 13 
Notable aRion of Noah. 415 
Nobility the firſt gitr of God. 4 
Nobility not tied to bloud. th. 
Againſt ſuch as betray their Nobllity. s 
Nobility of Noah, wherein. tb. 
Nobility of Zleazar, and his excellent ſpeech. ib. 
Priviledges of Nobility. J 
Noble-men, why ill educated. 17 
Nobility very much corrupted, ib, 
Noble-men's particular obligation, - 21 
Noble-men,examples of great importance in the world, 22 
Noble-men,appeal {rom the ſentence of Labour. 53 
Diſorders in corrupt Nobility, 219,220 
Novelty in Religion dangerous.” 32 
Novelty eng ſuſpeRted by the Wiſe. 33 
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: Athes of Magiſtrates. 93 
Obedience Tefined, 469 
The qualities of an Officer. 272 
Onocratalns his inſtinRt, 418 
Souls in the tortent of Opinion. 39 
Opinion, the ſource of all corruption, ith. 
Strange giddineſs o: Opinion. ib, 
We mult wean our ſelves trom theOpinion of the world. 
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Every one ought to have a good Opinion of the Provi- 
dence of God, and to know the ways thereot. tb. 


Oration ot Symmachus to Theodefirs and Palentinian the 
younger, ior the Altar ot Victory, Exetciſe of Pagan Re- 


ligion, and Revenues of Veltals. 134 
P. 

Agans, and their aQts. 221 
Pirecetial Paradiſe the Chamber of Juſtice, 53 
Tyranny of Paflions over the Soul. 67 
Paſſions ot Love. $5 
The danger of this Paſſion. ib. 
Preſervatives againit this Paftion. ib. 
Ordinary and ſovereign Remedies {or this Paſſion. ib. 
The folly of this Paſlon, 86 


How Kaymund and Lullins were cured of this Paſſion. ib. 
| Want ot employment is the cauſe oi our being enſnared 


by this Paſſion. ib. 
Partiality of Parents, 111 
Patience,the nature of God. 5O 


Patience defined. 


F : 470 
Praiſe of Patience. _ 96 
Patience of S. Macarius ib 
Patience of Great men, what, ib- 
The firlt Patience 15 to endure ones ſelf, the next to ſpare 
meu, and endure mea. ib. 
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Patience of David. 
Aqts of Patience. | 
Patience,the Sanftuary of Mortals, | ib. 


Marianne Wite of Herod, the pifture of Patience. 117 
Pearls are Uſhers, ſaith Seneca. 


Pauline did bear about her a million of Gold. ; Js 
The delire of S. .Augaſiine to ruine the opinion of Pela- 
gims. 365 
Penance called by the name of Envy. 18 
Five degrees of Penance among the Ancients, tb. 
The practice of thoſe degrees at Courr. ib 


Philo's notable ſpeech concerning the eſtate of Moſes, 41 g 
Invincible proofs of Piety. 
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Piſo's mad cruelty. on 
Plato his opinion concerning Souls. 406 
Who always ſtriveth to pleaſe himſelf, muſt neceſſarily 
difpleaſe others. 86 


The quality o: worldly pleaſures, and their ſhortneſs, 68 
Pohtic1ans are vain without the direftion of God. 360 


Pompey in Paleſline. 113 - 


His cruel vanity. 338 
Reſolutions of great courages in Poverty, z 


, , ; 39 
Poverty of three forts, either of Neceſlity, Profeſſion, or 
Aﬀedion, Y 


PraQtice of the poverty of Aﬀettion. ib, 
Poverty,a chiet ſcourge. 
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Difficulties of the Poor in virtue. , 's 
Poverty defined. 469 
Poverty the Iland of 1thace. 362 
Palcheria iſter of Theodoſius, and her qualities. 144 
Againſt the neceflity inferred of Preſcience. 350 


The Dodtrine of Predeſtination, with three reaſons of 
this Do&rine. 305 


S. Paul and S, Auguſtine interpreted in the matter of Pre 


de- 

ſtination. #6. 
The Doctrine of the moſt ancient Fathers concerning 
Predeſtination. ib, 

The iruits of God's glory derived from Predeſtination. 

| 66 

The matter of Predeſtination. : iþ. 
Marvellous ſecret ot Predelſtination. 367 
Praiſe o Prayer, with the neceſſity thereof. 70 
PraQice ot Vocal prayer. $0 
Government ot Vocal prayer. of | 
Cup and Harp in prayer,whar is underſtood thereby, 8 1 
Remedies againſt diſtraRions in prayer. ib, 
Sublime prayer. $t 


Pretended Religion, how far from true Chriſtianity, 35 
Pride, eſpecially of the Nobility, reprehended. 


—_— 95 
The humility of Primiſlaus and Pope Benedif# the Ele. 
venth. th, 


Proſperity. 7 
Procopius preſented to Diecleſcan. 367 
He is ſent to deltroy the Chrittians, and is converted to 


Chrittianiſm. ib. 
Conſtancy of Procopins. 368 
His ſufferings tor Religion. ib. 
His impriſonment and Martyrdom, ib. 
Prodigality of a Venetian Lady, and her puniſhment, 418 
Voice of Prophecy. 370 
Excellent Prophecies touching our Sayiour, ibid, 
—_—_— that ſpring from the Maxim of Proper Inte- 

reſt. | 
Reaſons againſt this Maxim. wo 
[t's a great Sacriledge to make Divinity of Proper Intereſt. 

o 
Proper Intereſt is like the feathers of an Eagle. = 


Falſe Pretexts of Intereſt. 


ib. 
Horrour ot Poyerty doth nouriſh the fervour of Inte- 
reſts. 391 


Hidden paſſages of the Divine Providence in the reclaim- 
ing ot Souls, 193 
The Theater of Divine Providence, 234 
Admirable Providence of God above all humane things. 
©) 
Belief of a Providence is the ſweetneſs of Liſe. uy 
Manitelt proot of the Providence o: God, is. 
Maxims ot Providence. 


Four foundations and pillars of Providence. : a E 
Providence o! God in the ordinary marks of Nature, 357 
Particular providences over divers Countries. ib. 
The admirable providence of God in proteRting King Mt- 
thridates in his Cradle, ib, 
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Providence over Empires. ib, 
Providence over the Church, 35 8 
Three Squadrons agin(t Providence. ib. 


Great providence to ſtick to Altars and the Church. 152 
Againſt Providence three {quadrons of nice ones, accord- 
ing to humane prudence. 361 
Providence of God, concerning the ſentence of death in 
the generality of men. 414 


Providence in the death of the vicious. 415 
Providence of God in limits of our appetites. 438 
The Proweſs cf Chriſtians. 233 
Importance of Prudence. 90 
Prudence,a Hand ſprinkled with eys. ib. 
Hieroglyph of Prudence. 91 
Truelt Prudence is to diſtruſt their own judgments, ib. 
Prudence defined. 469 
Prolony his magnificence. 393 


His Library. ih, 


His daughter Berenice entreth into Babylon. 393 
. Purgatory compared to the Cherubin's fiery ſword, 426 
Proved by the light of Nature. ib, 


The opinions oi the Ancients concerning Purgatory. ib. 
An excellent opinion on the betict ot Purgatory among 
the Hebrews. th. 


Notable purgation of the Egyptians. ib, 
Purgatory proved by the light of Faith, 427 
The manner of Purgatory, 418 


Againſt the dulnets of thoſe who do not underſtand it, 
ib. 

Rigour of the I:ving againlt the Souls in Purgatory. 419 
Pirrho's ſtupidity. 94 


R. 


Abſaces the \alſe Souldier,bis damnable precepts,which 
contain a true Satyre of the manners ot depraved 
Nobility, 21g 

Rebellions and Seditions fatal to the people. 363 
Wholſom advice, how to reſolye on the choice of Religt- 


on. 36 
Maxims of the Catholick and pretended Religion. 37 
The powertul operation oft Religion, 338 


Commotions tor matters of Religion, _ 340 
Three things neceſlary to diſpoſe one's ſeli in Religion. 


Z3 
Without Religion all is unprofitable, obſerved in the 
quality of Julian. 373 
Four notable points to diſcover the falſhood of pretended 


Religion. : 33 
An excellent Reſolution upon worldly accidents. $61 
Reſurreftion proved more then any other myſtery. 441 


No impoflibility ia the Reſurreftion to an' Omnipotent 


hand. | 442 
Three properties of ſplendour in the Reſurreion of our 
Saviour. 444 


The triumphant glory of the ReſurceRion. 345 
The ſweetneſs ot the Repoſe of Jeſus, and all the Ele& 
in the eltate ot Reſurre&ion. ib, 
Relation of the Reſurre&ion is the Creation, ib. 
The joys of the heart of Feſws in the fart inſtant of the 
Reſurre&ion. tb. 

The goodly world ke beheld in his Idey*s at his Reſurie- 
Qion. : ib, 
Revenge is not only contrary to Divine Right, but to the 
right of Nature. 399 
The Maxims of Revenge oppoſeth common ſenſe. ib. 
Goodly company ot thoſe who did not delite Revenge. 
400, 401 
eletion of 


am 
Not to revenge injuries, is not ſo much an 
virtue, as a necefſity o! ſalvation. th, 
The horrour and confulion of: Revenge. ib, 
Goodly conliderations to pacihe the mind againſt Re- 


venge. 402 
Abſalom cloſe in his Revenge 408 
Riches, the Morher o: Vices, and neple@ of God 363 
Riot, Eruel and injurious to God and his Church, 55 
Tyranny 'ot Riot. 406 
Reaſons againſt the Maxims of Riot, 305 
Riſpiliones. . 265 
Rodomonts. v5 
A condemnation of Rodomonts and Duels. 22 , 
15 


Roman Empire full of ſtrange diſorders, 


LT 


TABLE. 


S. 

Actriledge of fair Souls. T3 
To ſacrifice the Calt without flower. $1 
SanRtity the CharaRer of Nobility, 5 
Sanity an irrefragable argument of faith, 30 
Sadneſs the ſnare ot Satan. 36 
 Immortification one cauſe of Sadnefs, ib, 
Sadneſs a plant of our own growing, ib, 
\ Prayer the beſt remedy againſt Sadneſs 87 
Unworthineſs of Sa w% 4 ib, 
Two great obſtacles of Salvation. 45 


® 


To handle the affairs of Salvation, is a matter of no ſmall 
importance. 


I 

Sameas his grave and free Speech concerning Herod, ns 
Sames a Martyr of poverty, 9% 
Scoffing the Harbinger of Athieſm, 4s 
Danger of Scoffing- 493. 367 
Selt love hard to be repreſſed. 400 
Semblances the children of opinion and lying, 39 
Seſoſtris bis Chariot applied to the rich. 9 
Simplicity defined, 470 
Simplicity the chief virtue of Saints. 43 
What 1t 18 to-be ſimple. ib. 
Simplicianus a holy man. 196 
Sins committed for want of witneſſes. 6 


Sin of the fleſh a mark of Reprobation, and injurious to the 


incarnation of the Son of God. 52 
Sincerity preſerved in the light of Nature. 396 
Slander the wound of Frogs. as 


Greatneſs of the Soul. 
_ Souls of men different in qualities. 4 
Excellencies ot the Soul remarkable. 


Iz 
The Soulcloathed with royal purple. ib. 
What the Soul is, and wherefore it is a Spirit. ib. 
| The care that is to be had of the Soul. 423 
Piety the firſt virtue, and the Soul of Military virtue. 
S2Tk 
The belief of the immortality of the Soul invincible, 
20 
The operatiens of the Soul are admirable. por z 
Sentence of God upon the immortality of the Soul. 43x 
'Piety and Valour of a French Souldier. * 223 
Notable Devotion of a Souldier. ib. , 
Military virtues of a French Souldier. 227 
. A great indignity of the abuſe of the Spirit. 13 
Apparition of the Soul of Samel. 424 


Spurtng, ; Z 
Stratonica her ridiculous pride. 


. 95 
Supereminency of perſon 96 
Suemus perſecuted. 34t 

His admirable conſtancy. ib. 
Three Suns ſhine at one time. 369 
Symmachus magniheth the Veltals. 185 
Shametul law ot the Sybarzites. 99 
Synagogue of the 7ews burned. 213 
T. 
Tf mperance the firſt tribute of Sanity, 89 
Temptations, Remora's of the Soul. $1 
Temptation is a Chriſtian's trade, 82 
What is the cauſe that many yield in Temptation. #b. 
It is not good to tempt Temptations. ib, 
The ſweetneſs of viRory over Temptation. 83 


Teriullian his patable of the Aſs to the Hereticks of his 
time. 


. | 34 
An excellent conceit of Tertullian. 45 
Teriullian his ſaying is repugned 268 


Thaumaſtus made the ſecond man in the Kingdom, ſor ha- 


ving given a ghaſs of water. 93 
Theodoſins his birth and extraftion foretold. I4L 
His Baptiſm. ; 143 
His Education. I44 
Sanity of his Court. 147 
The Diſcourſe between him and a Herniit, 148 
Theodoſius deſtroyeth Marnz. 143 
He maketh the Court holy. 213 
His remarkable piety. ib. 
His death, IS3 

| Theodoſia ber revenge 368 


. Theodorick 


Theodorick's praftice which he gave to Ceſsiodorus, 274 | 


Theodorick ſlew Odoacer at a Banquet. 282 
Strange at of Theodorich. 93 
A cratty and witty conceit of Theodoya. 397 

Theophilus a bloudy Emperour. 402 

The admirable Juſtice of Theodorick. 286 

Time not onely precious, but onely neceſ[ary. - 45 

Time compatrgd to a River. ibid, 

Time irrecoverable. 46 

The Tongue compared to the Almond-Tree, 47 

The Tongue a feathered Bell. He ibzd. 

The Tongue the incenſory of the Divinity. 49 

Trajen his notable AR. 92 

Trayel of worldlings. _ ; $2 

Triumph of .4ſmodexs, with a deſcription of his Chariot, 
wheels, horſes, coach-man,and Court. 51 ; 5 : 

The power of Truth. : 9 
As bad conteſting againſt Truth, as againſt the Maſter of 

the Bow. Fo ibid 

Tutors are Fathers over the Spirits, 37: 

U., 
7 Alentinien father to Gratian, his death, 200 
Verity a Sea. | 47 
Virgins give an Altar of Gold to the Church /of S. Sophia. 
144 

Ungratefull men puniſhed. 24 
Diverſity of —_— 43 - 

Union of glory, what it is. ; 4 

Unwornkinel of being aſhamedof well-doing. 85 

W.. 
7 Ant a great miſery. _ 16 

w Excellent diſcipline in War. 227 
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The name of Sun given to Warriours, 
Tragical events ot the wicked. 
William of Paris his notable Doftrine. 
Weakneſs of humane Wiſdome. 
Good Wives of bad Husbands, 
Wiſdome requilite in Prelates. 
All Wiſdome reduced to one Word. 
Over-much Wit troublech. 
Modeſty of great Wits. 
Women ſtout to do good. 
Women without Deyotion, as a Bee without a ſting. 


The rare qualities which are given to them in Scripture, 


Houſhold affairs recommended to Women. 
Words are the Chariot of the Soul. 


Word of God altered in Chairs, by the extrayagant opini- 


on of hearers. 
The World a Clock, and how. 
Worldlings condition. 
The World an Iſland of Dreams. 
The vanity of the World, and miſery thereof, 
The vanity and inconſtancy of the World. 
PraQtice of Worldly men. 
Baſeneſs of the World. 
Teriullian his Conceit concerning the World. 
Three Ties of the World. 
Diſcordant ads of the World. 
The World is full of Craft. 
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73 
335 


29 

25 
16,17 
123 


ibid. 
418 
444 
397 


A Wondertull Spe&acle of the affairs of the World. 
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Fd of a Lady towards God. 
ZEal ought to be had towards Religion, 


The End of the Table of the firſt Three T O MES. 
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AN ALPHABETICAL TABLE, 


Setting down the moſt obſervable Matters contained in the Two 
lat TOMES of the HOLY COURT.” 


A — 
Biathay the high Prieſt deprived of his dig- | 
nities by a violent ation 676 
The wiſdom of Abigail. 666 
The infolence of Abney. 669 
He treateth with David. ibid. 
His death, ibid. 
Abſolon out of favour. 671 
His reconciliation by means of 7oab. ibid. 
Abſolon's revolt. 672 
His deſigns. ibid. 
His ambition. ibid. 
Hecauſed himſelf to be proclaimed King. ibid. 


He giveth battel to his Father, wherein he is over-thrown 
and killed. ; 673 
We muſt not condemn him that by lawful means ſeeks his 


own Accommodations. 576 
Achior his Oration. 706 
It is diſplealing to Holophernes and his Souldiers. ibid. 
The pernicious counſel ot Achitophel. 673 


Adonijah Competitour of the Crown, and his fation. 675 
maThe fault of 4donijeh in his Council of State. ibid, 
Adonijeh deſired the Shunamite which did compleat his 

miſ-tortune. 676 
Adonis an admirable Fiſh. #68 
A good Deed done to a Great-one in Aﬀflitions, is of much 


value. 666 
What are the ſubjeAs of Aﬀliftions. 587 
The diſpoſitions of Ages. 847 
The death of Agrippina. 797 
Ahab goeth to meet Elijab in perſon. 774 

He deſireth Naboth?s Vineyard. 776 


His death. ; 777 
Ah:ſbuerus his Banquet, which continued tor the ſpace of 


| 
| 


one hundred and fourſcore days. 712 
Alcimus the falſe high Prieſt. 723 
Amantius plotteth againſt 7uſtinian. 682 
A notable obſervation of Clemens Alexandrinus, G15 | 


The courage we may derive trom the Sacrament of the Al- 
tar. 612 
Shallow and f antaſtick Ambition, 642 
The Ambition of Eccleltaſticks and Religious men much 
more ſubtle then others, ibid. 
Crodield daughter of King Ceribert, a religious woman, 
raiſeth great troubles by her Ambition. ibid. 
Ambition which buddeth in hearts of baſe extraRion is 


moſt inſolent, whick is inſtanced in a Chirurgion of | 


S. Lew, is wiſely repreſſed and chaſtiſed by the pru- 
dence and juſtice of King Philip theThird of France. 643 
The French revengers of Ambition. 644 


The furious Ambition of Alexius the tyrant of Greece, | 


» 


puniſhed by the valour and juſtice of the French. ibid. 


Amity in St. John Chryſoſtom.  "®ibid. 
The right [tains of Amity are forgetfulneſs of ſriends,neg- 
ligence, contempt, d:{[ention, ſuſpicion, diſtruſt, ine- 


quality, impatience, and infidelity. $39, 540 
Six perſeRions which preſerve Amity. SAL 
Bounty atrue note of Amity, 542 
The benefits of Amity. ib. 
Patience moſt neceſſary in Amity. ib. 


There may be a celeſtial Amity by the commerce of man 


with God, S5r 
What Anger 1s, 618- 

Divers degrees of Anger, 619 

Three Regions of Anger ; the firſt of ſharp choler, the 

ſecond of bitter choler, the third of fury. ib. 

The property of the Yew- tree like unto Anger. ib. 


Anger is very prejudicial in nulitary art in a General.646 
Philip of Valoss a great and generous King, loſetha battel 
out of a peviſh humour ot Anger. ib. 

The batbarous Anger of Bajazer. ib 
Lews the younger admoniſhed by Bernard chaſtiſeth him 
ſelf for his Anger by ſadneſs and penance, 647 
Anger of women. : ib. 
Anger out of ſimplicity many times cauſeth hurt for a 
word too free, witneſs that ot Enguerrand. ib. 

The humility and wiſdom of Queen Anne to over-come 
the paſſion of Anger. 648 
Addreſs of Bavalon to appeaſe the Anger of the Duke of 
Britaign. 649 
Anaſtaſius dying , Amantius his high Chambelain aimed 
at the Empire, 683 
Antonina wile of Beliſarius proſtituted her ſel to Theodoſrus 
whom ſte and ber husband had made their adopted 


ſon. 688 
Ar.tiochus his hornble cruelty, 721 
The death of .Antiochus. 725 
How we ought to govern our Antipathies. 770 
A notable ſentence of the Areopagite, 530 
The notable prattice of S. Athanaſius, 53$ 
The eſſence and nature of Averſion, 574 


How Averlion is formed, 57S 
The charaRer and true image of a ſpirit ſubje@ to Aver- 
{ton ib. 

The conſideration of the love which God bears to his crea- 
tures is a powertul remedy to cure Averlion. ib, 

; The firſt motions of Averhon tor the moſt part are inevie 


| table «56 
The example of our Saviour ſeryeth {or a ſtrong reniedy 

to ſweeten our Averiions. ib, 

e 


It is a ſhame to have an Averſion againſt one for ſom 
deieft of bedy , or ſome other ; voids of pature, 
when as we arebound to love bim, 577 

A generous aft of a Pagan, who teacheth us powerſully ta 


command our Ayerlions, ib. 

The death of Axel by his raſhneſs, 668 
B 

He Prophets of Baal arte murthered. 775 

The Beſil;sk cannot be inchanted, 538 

The love of Bathſheba. 670 


Baihſhebafitly infinuates her ſelf, and precures the Crown 
for her ſon'Solomon. 


Ambition the beginning of all evils. $12 
The effefts of Ambition and envy. 813 
The fury and infidelity of Ambition. $16 
The mhumane cruelty of Ambition, 818 

What Amity 15. $33 
T hree ſorts of Amity. thid. 
Natural Amity and 1s {oundation. ibid. 
Amity ot demy-gods. 534 
Amity grounded upon honeſty. ibid. 
Men too endearing uncapable of Amity. ibid. 
Men baniſhed from the Temple of Amity, ibid. 


Reaſons ior which women do ſeem uncapable of Amity. 
535 

Degeneration- Amity. $37 
There may be ſpiritual Amities between perſons of diffe- 
rent Sexes, endowed with great virtue and rate pru- 
dence. 538 


6 
The martial virtues of Bayard. 4 
He is wounded at the takihg of Breſsin, 240 
Beauty 1mperious. 545 
An excellent ſaying of venerable Bede, 599 
Bees bear the f1gn of a Bull on their bodies, F591 


Beliſarius is choſen General againſt Gilimer who had uſur- 
red the Crown from Hilderick, 
He marcketh to the gates of Carthage, 


685 
ith, 
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The valour' of Beliſarmy * 687 
His rare gualities. "+ 68398 
The original of the miſeries of Beliſarius,. ib, 


The cauſe why Beliſarixs was debdfed, was, becauſe. he 
had violated the pos of the Popes. 691 

He is brought into diſgrace, and his offices taken _—_ 
him | 4  abid: 
Pelſhexzar makes a ſumptuous Banquet, and the hand- wri- 
upon the wall in unknown 'charaQters- is diſcove- 


770 

He is murthered. 771 
Bethulia is beſieged. ; 706 
The Bethulians murmure againſt the Prieſts. ib. 
The piture of Boldneſs. 607 
The Efſence of Boldneſs. ibid 


The notable Boldnels of Saints who have often defended 
the truth with the hazard of their lives,againſt the;rage 


and malice of cruel and bloody tyrants. 609 
Why boldneſs is not in God. 610 
The raſh love of the Earle of Bothuel. Lo 


Boucicaut is taken Priſoner. : 735 
By his wiſdom he endeavoureth the liberty of himſelf and 


other Lords, and obtaineth it. 736 
His whole courſe of li:e(contrary to that of Souldiers)ge- 
nerally was very religious. 737 

C 
Aligula his fury againſt Seneca: 798 
C Calumny apainſt Zulian and Seneca. ibid. 
Divers degrees ot Calumniatours. 626 


From whence the degree of Cardinal cometh. 
George Caſtriot was a ſouldier as ſoon as he was born a 


man. 733 
He died of a Fever in the City of Lyſla, 734 
Preſages of the generoſity of Ceſar. 611 
An excellent conceit of Charity. 554 
The ſource of Charity. . _ 
The rare qualities of Cherlemaign the Great. 696 
His preat learning. ibid. 
His Tae in his ſtudy, ibid. 
Martel and Pepin reproduced in the perſon of Charlemaign. 

ibid. 
His rare virtues. 697 


His brave exploits againſt the Infidels. ibid. 
His war with the Iralzans, and his ſuccouring the Church 

which did groan under the chains of the Lombards.ib. 
His entrance into Rome in great pomp. _ ibid. 


THE TABLE. 


,. A ejumph after the manner of the Ancients was ordained \ Courage is notlefſened by ſtudy. \ ah. 617 
" in honour of y 686 


-— — 


He warreth againſt the Saracens. ibid. 
He was the farit King of France. 698 
Great troubles at Rome appeaſed by him. 699 
Pope Leocauſed him to be crowned Emperour of Rome. 
790 
The great cunning of men who go about to ſurpriſe Cha- 
(tity. 547 
Advice to Ladies and Gentlewomen concerning Cha- 
ſtity. ibid. 
The honour theFrench bore to the virtue of Chaſtity. 639 
The conjugal Chaſtity of S. Lewis. 640 
Weak ſpirics are ordinarily Cholerick, 619 
Malicious and covert ſouls are ranked in the {econd regi- 
on of anger, which is bitter Choler. ibid. 
Choler and vengeance are prejudicial. $14 
Chryſoftom mnentioneth an excellent preſape o! a wile man. 
. 496 
The greatneſs and benefit of Clemency. 667 
The generous anger of Clotharius. | 646 
The Eſſence of Compaſſion. 627 
Complacence ſtronger then fire and ſword. 547 
Miſeries of humane Condition. 587 
Such as have a clear conſcience are moſt bold. II 
Contentments are rather in the will, then plealing objeRts. 
| 578 
True contentment is in God, 579 


God poſſeſſing himſelt, injoyeth his Contentment. ' ib:d. 
Our Lord paſſed all his lite in Contentments which were 
neceſſarily due to him, to give us an example to wean 


our ſelves from them. 580 
* Converſation and its contentments. 141 
Converſation muſt be moderated. abtd. 


& 


| | 


wy of | obſcure birgh raiſed to greaFpreſerment by their 

Courage. mn ** > * 

Compaſſion of great Courages, - '» > 630 
The rare endowments that ar# required in aCourtier.743 
The Court of Pharaoh is compared to the helmer-flower, 


th 
614 


752 
The horrour of cruelty, 631 
A man muſt take heed of being too Curious. 576 
The wiſdom of Cuſbi the ſervantof Devid'inthe counſel 
of Abſolon. no 673 
D. 
A Witty Fable of 7ohn Damaſcen. 594 
Daniel is choſen for one of Nebuchadnexzers pages. 765 
His noble extration and rare parts: ibid. 
He is in great hazard of his life, mn 
He conſulteth with God. 77% 
He is made Vice-Roy of all the Provinces of of the King- 
dom. 767 


He is ſought unto to give the interpretation of the hand. 


writing upon the wall. 776 
He retuſeth to worſhip Bell. 771 
He killeth' the Dragon. ibid. 
He 1s caſt into the Lions Den. 772 


He is taken from thence, and his accuſers put into his 


roome, who arc immediately devoured. tbid. 
The queſtion upon the att of David is reſolyed. 555 
The qualities of David. 66z 
His entrance into the Court. 1hi1, 
He is purſued and eſcapes. £65 
The life of Davi1 in baniſhment. ibid, 
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A notable example ot Meroven to divert youth from Mar- 
riage, 636 
The firſt Marvel in the life of $. Lews, is the joyning of 
the wiſdom of State with the Goſpel. 70L 
The ſecond 15,ot the union of Humility & Greatneſs. 702 
The third is, his devotion and courage. 703 
Incompatable Mildnefs ot Lew the Son of Charlemaign. 


6 

Mildneſs of the firit men. 6 +4 

The beauty and utility of Mildneſs. G31 

Sin and Folly the chier evils of the Mind, 588 

Remedies for Minds iull ot ſcruple. 586 

Moderation ©: the Kings of France, 645 

Great Moderation in S. (King) Robert. 648 

Mordecaihis excellent perlonage. 7I1 

His entertainment in the Court of Ahaſhuerns. ibid. 

' He diſcovereth the treaſon which was plotted againſt 
Ahaſhuerus. ibid, 

Moſes floted in the river of Nile in a cradle of bull-ruſhes. 

I 

His Education, 4. z 
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3s. | "Ii, Yr | 3 $423 #4 
He killeth an E ODIN. * 753 | Marks 6fTeptaBlation Pharaoh + -- 
He eth into the countrey of Midian. ibid. | The Plagues of A#gyprt. _ 7%: *4 
He ralketh with God. LES; 5, 754 An excellent conceit'ot Plato concerning terreſtriAl 18ve. © 
He dieth, . having firſt ſeen the Land of Promiſe from TY X « TE ; 3 af þk. # 
mount Nebo. | | 759 - excellent conceit of Platoniſts. * * +.ibid. *« *= 
. God's judgment on wicked Murray. $821 |- e ſecrets of the divine Policy of God. * * 763 a , 
ol N The birth'and education of Cardinal Pool. " B35 0 
\ . ; His love of ſolitude. | ibid. 
4 N Aaman the Aſſyrian commanded by£liſha to waſh ſe- | His travels. , ibid. : 
' ven times in the river Jordan, 7 $3 His return to England q $36 
| His leprofie ſtays ypon Geheyi. ibid. The combat in his Spirit, ib, 
Naboth unjuſtly condemned, and lain, 776 | . Hetook part with God. ibid. 
Nathan and Bathſheba*s advice. . , 675 | Heis made Cardinal, ibid, 
Narure neceſſarily brings with it, its ſympathies, and anti-| Hes conlidered on to be made Pope. © $37 
pathies. $76] Heretireth again into ſolitude, ibid. 
Nebuchadnezzer bis dream, 766 | Hetravels to the reducement of England to the antient 
He worſhippeth Dantel., »% 767 fairh, $39 
- HeereRteth a Starue of gold of [1xty cubits high. 768 | His ſpeech to the States. 840 
He commandeth all his Nobles to do homage to it, bid. | Princes the workmanſhip of God. 656 
He commandeth the three children, that difobeyed his | what the widdom of a Prince ſhould be. 658 
command therein,to be caſt into the furnace. ibid. | Princes ſhould not give too much authority to their Sub- 
His ſecond dream, and the interpretation by Danzel. 769 jeds. 669 | i 
His misfortune is bewailed by the whole Court. ibid. | Whether learning be fitting for Princes. 677 
He is again iound out, and inveſted in his throne, - ibid. That learning is fitting for Princes defended. ibid. 
The birth and education of Nero. | 794 The favour ot Princes 1s very uncertain, 743 
The perfidiouſneſs of his mother. ibid. | pyocopins his extravagant fables of 7uſtinian and Theodora 
His cruelty towards Britanicas. ; 795 diſproved, 691 
The love ot his mother did degenerate to mitsprifion, ibid. | The ſecrets of Providence. 6388 
His Preſent to his mother. | ibid. | The great Providence of Gud,in Joſeph's entring and ne- 
His horrible attempt upon his mother. 796! , gotiating in Egypt. 74% 
The amazement ot Ners. bid, 
Nero continueth his cruelties: 797 R. 
He falls in love with Poppeas and doth eſtrange himſelt 
trom his wite Ofavre. ibid. Eaſon remedieth all humane aQions. $07 
Kero grows worſe and worſe, $08 The love of Reputatidh is a ſtrong ſpur. GIT 
The conſpiracy againſt him is deteRed. "__ ibid. | The wicked revenge of an Abbot, and Fobn Prochytas 
The image ot Nice-ones, _ — FI: >. IvS againſt the French, 647 26 
Treaſon againſt the Duke of Nortolk,and his ryine. 820 | gjpour misbecometh perſons Eccleſiaſtical. 639 = 
The horrible Cataltraphe of the Duke of Norfolk. 821 | The cauſes of differences of Rigour. ibid. 
 Elogie of the City ot Rome. | | G11 
O. The eſtate of Rome, and court of Nero when Paul came 
tO if, 
Light from Occaſions, is the moſt aſſured bulwark for | The praRice of Romulus. #4 
chattity. 547] Theendot Royalty. ibid. 
Offavia calumniated by Poppex. 797 | Royalty a glorious ſervitude. 656 
Oxias Prince of the people, in the abſence of Joachim ap- Royalty a marvellous proteflion. f ibid, 
peaſeth the people ot Bethulia. 706 . 
P. & 
'T" He Eſſence and Image of Sadnefs.' 5$4 
He over fond love of Parents to their children, is cha- | [ Eour kinds of Sadneſs, 585 
ſtiſed in them. 796 The temedies againlt Sadneſs. 537 
The exetcife of Patience what it is. 567 | Thethree Sadnelles of our Bleſſed Saviour, 590 
Neceflity torceth Patience. $39 | Samuel ifom bis Infancy was converſant in the Tabernacle, 
St. Panl tender in holy affe&ions, 539, 759 
He came to Rome. $03 His zeal, and other rare qualities, 760 
» He is {ally accuſed. ibid. | His ſpeech to the people. : 762 
: Hts converſation with Peter. ibid. His wiſdom in concluding a peace with the Philiſtims, 
& He Preacheth the Goſyel. ibid. 763 
He is threatned and perſecuted. ibid He dieth. es £4 764 
He is condemued to the whip, but divertcd that puniſh- The widow of Sarepta's oyl and meal fails not during the 
ment. ibid. tamine. 773 
He i; committed to the hands of Felix. 804 The qualities of the ſufferings of our Saviour, 590 
He appears before the Tribunal of Felix. ibid. | Our Saviour hath ſuffered in all the perſons of thejuſt 
Druſilla comes to hear him. * ibid. | and Martyrs. ibid. 
S. Paul appeals to Rome. _ ibid. An excellent obſervation upon the terming our Saviour 
The young Agrippay King of Judea, with his ſiſter Bernzce a Lamb. ; 621 
aſliſt at the judgment of S. Paul. ibid. The prudence o: Saul. = 593 
Feſtus is touched with his words. ibid. He tound a kingdom, ſeeking his Fathers Aſſes. 962 
He is embarqued tor Rome. $805 | Thee«cellency and de. edts that were in Saul. 763 
He arrives there, and treateth with the Jews. ibid. The reſolute valour of Saul intelieving the men of ]a- 
1% S Paul is undoubredly known by Seneca. ib:d. bith. 764 
{ ' His Oration to the Senate ot Rome, ibid. | Saw being in great perplexity, conſulteth with the ſoul of 
| ©. The effec of his Oration. $06 Samuel. . 667 
| | The Paralel betwixt S. Paul and Senecs. ibid. | Saul cleared for a while, again returns to kis evil ſpirit. 665 
$i The grace of Jeſus and the Croſs, are the two Principles | Saul marcheth againſt the Philittim, and 1s overthrown in 
ot S. Paxl. 807 battel. | ibid. 
His perſeQion and high knowledge, ibid. | Saul his end. ibid. 
He leaveth Rome. $08 The ſhame of ſcoffing. © G14 
The politick counſel of Pharaoh. 751 The danger of {cofling. 647 
He dreameth: 746 The cot oi certain rebellious Flemmings ſeverely pu. 


He :ails in his purpoſes, 752 


niſhed by the generoftty ol Philip de alors, ibid, 
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ws * ca VF aleſs evil diverts #greater. 79 
a "_ v_ proceed the calumnies of Senect, + , gf 
Fi pw *-Hig birt Res. NY, 2 * Ibid. 
: « as '1 yeyertion and ſpifit. $93. 
 *®” -+ Yeis banifhed to Corſica, where compoſeth excelent 
*, - works. [fi - ” ' ibid. 
 *#; \##" > "Higexcellent complement. | 799 
A ' He is in great repute. *, ibid. 
o His manners. ©. . ibid. 
- He made a Libel agaitſt Clandiny. 800 
* His Judgment on Nero. . | ibid, 
5 He is made minilter of State. ibid. 
He puts the State in good order. . Thid. 
: His Maxims. ; ibid. 
Hit opinions of the Soveraign good. $01 
* 4 His falling off from Agrippina. P go: | 
# + Why Seneca having ſo many brave qualities, did perform 
(olittle in reformatiun of manners. $07 
. His conſtant and famous death. $08 


Sin corrupteth the goodneſs of Eſſence in intellettual crea- 


rures. "8 75] 
2 A civil Shame doth hinder good deſigns. 17 
Shameſac?dneſs a reaſonable paſſion. 613 
Its fources, honour, and conſcience, ibid. 
Three kinds of Shameiac'dneſs. ibid 
The eſteem the antients had of Shamefac'dnefſs. 613 
The Queen of Sheba. 678 
- Herquality. thid. 
4. The piQure of Slander. ; "626 
"*% " There would be no Slander, if it were not made Slander 
” by thinking thereon. ibid. 
Os 4 »* Solomon's entry into the Realm full of trouble: 675 
> 4 ;$ | He is declared King, _ 676 
; | The bloody entrance of Solomon after the death of De- 
g wid. (* Sid. 
; Soldmin's-rigour. : ibid. 
b H&cannot well be juſtified {for the blood of his over, 
| ibid. 
4 The juſt puniſhment of God upon Solomon, _ " *. zbid. 
| * A wonderſulldream of Solomon. . 677 
YT His knowledge. | ibid, 
Thejudgment of Solomon in the contention. of the two 
7 ” women. : | 678 
® % Solomon his zeal to the building of the Temple, ibid. 
SS The fall'of Solomon. | 679 
' - The beginningpt his debauchedneſs. ibid. 
">. ., , Solononis perverted in Religion. 680 
Theeſtate of Solomon in the other world. , ibid. 
The prodigious courſe of ſome Stars. 604 
"The evil.opinion of the Stoicks, to truſt altogether to 
| themſalyes » without acknowledging the grace and 
: afliſtance ot God, . $a6 
The birth and education of Queen Maryt aart, $11 
Her return into Scotland, $12 
- The death of Henry Stuart. $15 
. Perſecution of the Queen Mary Stuart by the Pro. 
teltants. | 816 
She comtorts herſelf In priſon, and hopeth againſt hope. 
81 
* She eſcapedoutof priſon. _ cid. 
s ; Her Janguiſhment in her impriſonment in England, 822 
Elizabeth's hatred to her. $25 
The proceſs againſt rhe Queen of Scotland. 826 
Her invincible Apologie. : $27 
The unjuſt judgment given againſt her, $28 
,The vain endeayour to delay her death. $29 
Queen Elizabeth chiefly to be charged for her death, $30 
Her death, and miraculous conſtancy, $31 
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TI two thouſand Bullocks, and one bundred and 
4xenty thouſand Sheep, ſacrificed for the dedication 


of Solomons Temple, 3 Reg. 8. ” $90 
Marvellons Temples where Lions are traftable, $75 
The generolity of Theodora, wife of Zaftinidn. 655 


Procopins ſpeaketh ſhamefully of Theodora, but unde-" 


ſervingly. ' 6gT 

Her death. - WT 693 
Theodate hofioyred by A melexunte 686 
His perhdiouſneſs, s ibid. 


| Theodate is put to death,and Vieiges is choſen in his ſtead. 


| G 6 4 tA $7- 
Time ſtealeth away from,us the ſenſe of Evils. 588 © 
Timidity, its cauſes and Symptomes. 602 
Remedies for Timidity in declaiming. 603 
Timidity ſometimes turneth into inſolency. ibid, 
Remedies againſt accidentall fear or-Timidity, 604 
T«tilas is choſen King of the Goths. 687 
The carriage of Truth doth coſt dear at Courr. 670 
V. 

Alour of Charles the Simple. 646 
Vagoa Chamberlain to Holophernes. 709 


Paſhti wi.e to Ahaſhuerus, doth make a banquet for the wo= . 


men,anſ{werable to the King her husband, 712 
She is degraded, and divorced. ibid. 
The burning of Peſuvius in the year 1631. 604 
Vigitins Fametully uſed, 693 
The flights oi Yigilius to get the Popedome from Sylve- 
rus * 692 


He.ib again receited into fayour, and afterwards died of 
the Stone in Sicily. tbid. 
The death of #riah. 670 


W. 


He greatneſs of Wiſdom, ; - -657 
Humane Wiſdom overthrown by the power of hea- 
ven. , | s "i 66 4 
Reaſons :or the modeſt love of Women. $35 
Rare Amities 0: Women, 536 
Modeſt amity with Women ſhould always be handled 
with much precaution, ibid. 
Obſervation ot Zamblicus applied to the amity of Wo. 


men. | . $37 
A The opinion of Fathers concerning the Amity of Wo« 
” men. ibid. 
Shipwracks happening by the love of Women. ibid. 
The love of Women dangerous. 545 
Hatred of Women. 568 
Humour of Women. , 575 
Women among the Sabeans command over ment 678 
The Artifice of Women, 680 


Itis very darige:ous to be obſeryant to wicked Womens 
humours, | 


| 69x 

What hindereth the produRion of admirable works. Fe 

The attraRiyes of the World arenot very urgent, $47 
Z. 

A Notable Speech of Zalenchus, 583 
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